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. Operation DAMASK
The RAN Contribution to the Guif War

By Licutenant Commagdar Duvid Stevens, RAN '

1o the first helf of 1990 few Australlans would have -
thought their defence forces would soon bacome
involvad in an armed conflier in the Middle East,
However, the Tragi invasion of Kuwait which bagan
on 2 August of that yeae demonsirated how rapidly
intasnationn) events can affect out own interstts. The
deployment of Australian paval ships to the Gulf
{todenamad Operation DAMASK) eventuslly
tesulted in their participation in the largest grouping
of warships seen sines the end of [ho Second Worid
War. Indced, it was the mott pawarful und complex
vaval force ever assembled,

The invasion of Kuwait wes followed by
unprecedented international condemnatien and
implementation by the Unired Nations Security
Councl! (UNSC) of 8 series of sanctions banning the
trade of all goods 10 and from fraq. Soon aftar the
sancrions were in place, and with the primary
backing of the USA, & multinationl naval force
(MNF} was formed 10 enforcs and support the ade
embargo. Though never formally instituted the
MNP eventuslly comprised ships from fifteen
nations tanging in size from mincsweepers through
to zireraft-cacriers. All the veseels invoived worked
together with o remerkable degres of negTaTIon
and all ccawa felt united in 3 common cause.

On L0 August 1990 the Prime Miniarer
ammounced that the guided missile (rigates HIMAS
Darwin and HIMAS Adelaide and replenjshment
waker HMAS Sweewss wera to join the forces
assembling in the Middle Bast, '
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The firsr deployment of RAN ships depdrted
Sydney only three days affer the officinl
announcement. Having listle real idsa of whar to
expect, but aware of the sizé of the Traqgi threet, a
comprehensive progzam of exercises was canducted
enroute. This ensured that by srrival in ares men
and equipment would be in the highest state of
teadiness. In early September the three ships hed
arvived in the Guif of Oman ang immediately began
putrol operations in loose sssogiation with the
international forces already there. !

Whils the RAN thipd were on pastage 1 the
Gulf, & small logistic support element (LSE) ws sel
up in Oman (see weticle ‘Our man i Oma). The
LSE provided essenal ashore support and lisison
with Austratis far the deployed ships, Following
soon afier, an Ausiralian defence medical was
sent 10 join the US Hospital ship Conglorz (ste articla
"The Medical Teamy in the Gulf, further
nrsngthening the Ausialian prosence. l

In malsaining the trade embargo Austplian ships
were initially Jimired to operations outside ithe
Arabian Guif and were ar Rrst only sllowed to
identify, contect, \ntervogate and wam relgvant
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vegoels. Later 1hough, us addirional resofutions
clarified UN gupport, RAN ships were guthorised to
haly, boatd, sesrch ang, if necessary, seize vessals to
enqure affective enforcement of UN sancrions,

Though much of the time on station invelved
routine patrolllng and idtesrogation, the prescnce of
an Australinn Tack Qroup provided an inporiant
demongerarion of the multinationsl narure of the
coalition forces, During thels deploymant Adelaide
and Oarepin. wote ditectly involved in tlie bearding
of six Iraqi merchant ships,

WA AW wa 7 (L

Aty Pevsowire] from the 16tk Air Defence Regiment,

. Woodsids, Adelards, manning the RBS-70 wissile

tystent onboand HMAS Suceess flag deck.
Photo: LSPH Kym Degner

The resolve of Iraqi ships to resist the boardings
variod as the intorception operations continued. At
tirvea warning shots and closy manveuvring were
requived 16 force reluctant vassels to hak, but direct
fire was nover used, In tertzy of enforcament the
ombatge was probsbly the most suctsssfal ever
instituled and, sher putting in place; no significant:
6m seR
ot ait. Unforrunately however, the embarge, while

. demousteating intarmational resolve, did not achieve

its primary purpose of focing Traq ra ieave Kuwait.
As the risis continued it become necessary (0
relieve the units aiready on swcion. The destroyer
HMAS Brishane and (rigate HMAS Sydugy were the
next ships (o depar Austrelin, With more time 1o

prepace than the St DAMASK urtite and & gremer

awargncss of future requiremonts, the opportunity
. A
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was vaken to comiplaie.a significany number of
enhancerents 1© Brisbane and Sydrey (sce erticle
‘Strengthen; the Shield) These enhancements wete
designed to incraose capabilities in cotamunications,
surveillance, anti-ship missile defence and damage
tontrol. Agtin 2 demanding workup program was
initizted 10 prapore the two ships, with penicular

" attention ?olng paid o anti-air warfire and boerding

oparations,

Brisbentt and Sydwey arvived in the Gulf of Omen
in early December relieving Derwin and Adslsids in
tufftcient dime for the two earlier uniits 10 fewen 10
Augtraba i time for Chiigmas. Success tomined on
glation 10 brovide Australian. and intéenationsl
loglstics myppott until the Navy's othet
replenithment ship HMAS Wastralia could b made

redy.
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. HMAS Sydney. Dawn in the northern Avobion Gulf

Photo: LCDR Mike MacNall, RAN

of the 5 ud Task Grovp -
" ks rsplmisgmm inthe -

g and Sydney salled for
rolta Yetnained o the Gulf
fjelNetll, RAN
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Sydnay did wadage 1o twke pa
of the lekt two Iragl vessela (!
to the war, Ont of these bosr
knawn sgnstion-breaker /in
particulsrly sengitive handlin
the Im Khaldoon).
In a bid to embarass the
Libyan-spongofed Firt Khaldo
240 wonien fod children dnd'
jouraalista, However, the o/
which the Multi-nationsl Nave
temsolves prevanted any pr
grined by Ireq aod despite g
confeontition no majer ingidor
cargo onboard was declaréd 1
and tis dhip was forced o di
unloaded. "

Az the ctisis’ continued tens(d

incteased within the silied fed

never be relaxed. The likaliho

|
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a the interceptior
ter,the Gulf priog
favalved the |
7 and called for
¢ articls “Boanding
inskions): forces t%e
ambirked over
ngen) of
ondl manupét in
ores handled:
nds valie being!
pts:to force & |
ecurred: The

ptohibited goods
wni] iz had bee

and exdecmicn
igilenge; could
of an fraqi pre-
S
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' emptive. attack was Il‘li:;w

ol
BEMAS Sydneyls Seakassk onbaged the QS}canicr ,
Midway, . ¢
~ Pkoto: SBLT Andrtgy Rushbrood IRAN -
' . o

On 30 Noveqber 1920 @ wag jeceived
thar the UNSC hed adopred jon 678,
suthoribing the use of force fraq whless it
withdrew from Kuwait by 15 ry. 6 ﬁspporr Yf
shis resohikion the Australisn receive :
Goveramgpt approval to pass | h the Strpin of
Hormuz siad eqter the Arebiar] uif; Tliis paisge]
wiy complered for (he fxe tin 16 Degember.|
The Taek Groups® roles wére huw ¢xpaoded o sligw
preparation foripessible futurajmuririme operations
in support of MNF military ajidn against Ireq.

Nmirkstanding these changsy the embargo
remained in plgee and Brish d :Sydndy initislly
carried of with: the tame foles thir predacessots.
Though Ireqi merchant ships k48 viftuslly ceasad lo
sall, the taany torchant ehips Hensifiog (he res !
all required t¢ be idenufipd apd cléarad, Fowevey,

" end of the vonflict. It y;m!only ihr: constant
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The slireat of gos o chepiich! atiaek waqi always

prosent; 3
Photo: LSPH Ky Pegtnen

. lba high and)this was
reinfopeed by several feints by ﬁzqi bat pircraft’
into the Gulf. A Ligh leve] of comban fraining was
meinained that incidded preperations for chemical *
warfbie dofence, furthet srving to ung ling the
setlousness of developments. In-Tue Dpcembor the
Trsqin cominued o oacrlats evants by mmencing
the dellberaie relmasing ofl contas minté luto the
Gulf. ‘These Bosting mines postd a thigat (o &l Gulf
shipping und contiaued to] be found well after the

Jookout hat 20:damnige wFs caped, |
As xhe ocisis japisreaghed its preak mud the UN
deddliae of 18 January|digw , fagtical control ;
of the Avstrelian Task IOrpup whs patked (o Roar”
Admisal Dacis] P. Megch [USN embared on the |
carrier USS Mideay, As moders missiie armed
ships, Brigbuxe and Syqnsy weee welcome edditione
10 ke #ati-air gad antisusfacé spreen ground the |
Gulf carrigrs, Midway. gnd Ranger, Secuess continus
o fulfl the Iadjspenskble fole of replenishraom ship, -
acting as o very picful componant of the overall
alliud logiptics force. The RAN ships thup bacame |
ast;Injegral part of by Arpbian Golf navel sike |
|
i

forcs vow tired, Barde Force Zulu. |

!

UUL1oT172UZ3a300ULL100 O




DIZYL DI

T

wa v Wadlwd WJELAVwE LT

N

P

',
;*li' ‘ Ly \l |

WOCLEE Jh ST L a ST - 2hAY A i

o « R ) . p :
t } H
Py f '
SRR i-
i i -
| : "
P ; J;t
‘ 1 ;l;
o i
i ..

. q :‘ I

N | l l (RS
I
! Lo ¥
i i
{ H

1 ! ’ l I ‘-i ;
Lo

b | |! i

, | i
[ . . i
' [ ¥
l : . ! .

| i ‘l !

i : 5

The War begay o 17 Jeauary 1991 at 0345 local
it wirh the Jouth of Tomshawk land-auieck craise
missiles and arauwilos (rom the corsiens, Al
coalition foroes intently watched the weight of sllied
strike power sud
Iraqi revaliation, To many, the sctual sact of the
war afier ths many months of wengion came with &
certain nmount of relief and also A quier confidence
in final vicrory. Tn the event the expected rui
respotise was muted by the overwhclming fuece of
coalicion essets. These inchuded st the height of the
conflict: six sireraficarriers; two bavtleships; fiftean
cruisars, sixiy-sever destroyers gud frigates; and
nurmerons logistics, amphibicus and smaller craft,
Despite seversl sucmpts, 1o [raqi aircraft were ever
sble to peneiraic the defsnsive sereen. The [raeg
Navy consisting primarily of taisclle-armed patrelse
boats way also upable to achieve results and suffered
severe losses throughout the campaigni. [n confrast,
thesallied naval losses were rematkably light though
ceveral carriet airerat were lost to ensey flre, -

RAN ships asrorted high-value units and patrolied
the Bale Foree screen. The confidence placed by
the USN in the rwo RAN combattnte wes _
demanstraed by tho fact that they were generally
srationed up-thrent (see diagram 1 and 2), This
employment included, when the actions of {raqi
aireroft in Lran wero atill unclear, being matiored

braced thematlves for the expecied

18

only some 15 wilol off und within sight of the
Irapian coost, | : e
- Swrcess depmecf the Guif at the end of January,
bringing to 8 clost & highly successtul deployment
thar had been favolrably commented upon by
several allied commanders.

The mplmmcnix for Suceess, the Wesralia,
srrived & few days later. Arciving ot the Bame time
was Clearsnce Diving Team Three (CDT 3) which
wag SONI 10 skist o whe disposal of the very real
and incroasing mije threat, Westrelia wa¢ $oon
employed in replepishment dutiss, and had slready
cefueled 3 Danish! and & Norwegian shipy by the
time she first replemished Brisbane 30d Sydnay, CDT
3, meanwhile, began 3 hedvy peried of
familiarisation 1raining in preparation for the
dangerous 128k of ordnance disposal.

18 mid-February, Sydney was ordered to
commence duties a8 part of the cobat
seqrch-and—cescue {CSAR) organisation, The CSAR
units were potitioned close off the Kuwaiti coast nd
put in plata to recover allied pllots forced 1@ eject
over ensmyscontrolled water. During this perivd
Sydney was often within earshot of battle and while
Sydnsy’s Stahawk helicopter whs not required 1o
ceucue any pilole, it was first on the scene, and
reudy to offer assiptance, when the cruiser USS
Princecon suffered 8 mine-ssrike,
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 As the end of che war approached
" the RAN unifa in no wey decreased, Ode of the
- busiest periods for Brisdane cume ae- the ground
- offensive pot underway. Two additionsl carriers
Theodore Roosenelr snd America had by 'this erage

joinad Rartle Force, Zulu std Bristase Was er tmes
" providing conyrol for more than efght ghter strikes |
and tanker airceafc {ihese p:ov:dt:d air gover for ‘

Rantie Force Zulu). :
l

Though the wspid sitled victory: nnd
_ announcement of the cease-fire or 28 y 1991
" brought some rellef 1o the ships, the of .
floating mines continued. Duzing post chaseefue

escort opecations in the northern Sulf, rishdR &
 tequired to cempln whbin vigwel distanck of & ning

" until « disposal team could be Sowa in Jo destroy it .

* The coase-fire alto allowed COT 3 10 ojove Into
 uction where they were very soon etmpipyad cléaring |

" Kuwaiti poris of unsxploded ordnam d lraql
booby-
waps (see srricle ‘The mork a{CDT.? Woﬂung in

and burning
bole in
ustrelia in

m:ngfan ulso

aurocious conditions caused by oilrapitly
oil-wells, CDT3 had pleyed a primary
" eloeting four ports befora rotumir:g r0

iay, The medical support team
performad veluable service end bzam

_ Avsnalisn eprsingent 10 rawim heme when they ot

. the ares on 11 Marck 1991,

¢ tashing of

{ :gﬁoat mdurr.d

was |

meanc and Sydney ccnunwd éscont omhnons
for teplenishment units and cartiers until th% end of | !
Mareh. Initiaily left in place, the LSE ashort :
gradually wound down agthe Auatrahan

}Wl. ganctions againgt Irfq continue o rEmsin in

tee 1o date. To demonatrale Austrelian supp

; Jo continuing international presence Wesrall

t nemained m the G unari] she was roplace

| 'HMAS Dastein in June. Current plnnnmg it for a
RAN ship w remaia whik thm i selif & heed 10
enforss sangrlons, .

| The period of Operation DAMASK maked the
first involvament sy RAN ships in & confticl for
imost Twenty yesss. Admiral Chities Latgon USN, | -
& Commender-in-Chief Pecific told the US Senate|
tmied Services Commirae after. the &mﬁ‘c that,
‘Aurtralin quickly and easily invegrarod iw naval and
hedice! units with US uvagze in the Gulf, pr the
value of cut relationship mser-apmbipiy The
?:gh level. df inte ral: ity ‘combined with the
¢ yalidation. of the RA g as well of jis sips
sod helncophrs are Jue umm of Opera n
DAMASK. !

stenset Commatder Stepent umd & & udff ur
Honander of #he RAN Tasx Qrosip oneand S
cmeutly a waff officty ta Fored Dovstopment r&w)

|

1

i

|
l

wu. He

eadgranees Ausaralion Defviee Fory.
|
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The Work of Clearance Diving Team 3
in the Gulf |

By Licotenant Commander John Griffiths, RAN

During the perivd 27 January 0 9 May 1991
Clearance Diving Team Three (CDT 3) deployed to
the Middle Easr in suppert of Opetations DAMASK
aud DESERT $TORM. The team under my
commend consisied of twenry-three clearance divers
and we had at our disposal S0 tonnes of equipmont
and explosives, CPT 3 was inlally based in
Bahrsin where it was involved in preparacions by US
Matines for the potential amphibious invasion of
Ireqi-occupied Kuwait. As Operation DESERT
STORM progressed, this tequirament, for various
reasons, was nogated, The team's primary mission
a6 B consoquence became the explosive ordnance
digposal (BOD) clearance of the ports of Kuwail, in
support of the coalition’s cogstal warfare and por
recovery opexations.

CO'T 3 entered Kuwaif by land in support of
these operaticns on § March [991. The (eam
commenced clearance operations with Britlsh and US
forces. Qur fitst objective was 1o clear the il
Kuwaitl porr of Mina ash Shuajbah, 30 kilometres

pury

south of Kuwait Cicy. Shunibsh wes Kuwait's main
port and the only one able tn Be uted by the deep
draught vessels required o bring food and water to

the devestared country. Spéed, therefere, was of the

wmost imporiance to Aljow humanicarian relief
efforts 16 begin. Combining with almost Afty divers
from the US and Royal Navies, CDT 3 began the
dsngetous task of fira clearing the wharves and.
warehouses of unexploded ordnance and booby
traps. Then we entered the black waters of the
harbour ltelf which were made treacherous by thick
crude of] and war wrecks, Our task here was (0
search for and dispose of s¢s rines.

During the next seven days CDT 3 clcared over
A4S0 000 square meres of seabed, searching for

CDT3 in Ash Shuaybah. The Contmander RAN Tatk
Group, Commodore Chris Oxenbordd, RAN is in the
contre of the pleurs and the OIC CDT3 Liewiznant
Commander Jokn Griffiths, RAN s in (L) fronr row.

!
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i : . buoyent contact and influente ground mites. This
: eifort; represented 70 pot cent of the harbour arte
clearsd by coolidon forced o1 the Time. tha post wias
opunned to shipping agal o 12 March (991,
o During this sama period, CDT 3-alto; rendered yafe
v three indigencus leagi 568 mines washed'up on
S vauches north.of the port. Unexploded crdnancesnd
: baohy wap clearencas of a nearby oil refinery and a
supstianker were also carrled our, us wsll o8 several
N o smaller veasels. Team membery also widted U
N S —r I S personne) recover six Chinese-made Worfn .
tragi Silkworm missiles it Ash Shuaybghm P f{’%"ggﬁﬁ from the néorby Ruwaits Gatls' S¢
Ruwait. CDT3 shared 1his wavehouwse ith U i PR
" silhworms for pan of March 1991, | : Upon completion of aperitions n sb“ﬁ;"hi,‘
woto: LCOR Mike MacNeill, RAN ~ | Team switched bporations w0 the south 4nd
Pheto y SE tesked with a single force clearsace of the Ky

-

, beaches. Over. the next ten days, CDT 3. cleare
1 . heavlly botbed raval faility ¢f upexploded: .-
S| jordoane mgmby (raps, & tisk requiring for

-doys:before. it vias safe w mo‘ﬁ al) equipment

_2 peradnnel intd the por v compmence diving |

i - opeihtions. CDT § clasred 4t 000 aquare mictres of

i hartipur borom and rendared pale or dwitroy
: sdditional thirtyons ses mines. . S
. L ' i . i - | . ! - ¢ |
> . [ . |
: y i T L : R | : s
Chisf Peny Officer Maxwell rmdamg,izﬁ an)lragi . ! B v l
. LUGM 145 Bubyast wine ar Ras ol Qualai'ph Note B by 1
1AG. narrots pach probed: ehrough the lo ﬁ:_u L Heo i I
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COT 3 serving out fot o seabed myba search of Pont | RAN (usteg FOTLA ‘i mant). i
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On completwn of operations i Ras af Qualai'ah, | ACHIAY QF CDTLT
CDT 3 redeployed aoeth § uuo A m City mell 19 Pois claared i MY
rejoin British, Ametiean and refinily artived Fronch - S o
dwm 0 Cde thc 'ast ph a "W" mwel-y ] . Tot-'ll %abﬂd greg SB?N#IQ&[ . 2 157 %00 ’q @
.aperations. After surviviag o0 phtion’ packs and . Totel jackstay Jeid 5 | . i85 kap _
borrded water Jn the field it ws welcom chauge1 . Targ) jacksray laid fop 9;11 r S)Kmg !
;io x;wki;a Into an American compbund r.ompletc waﬂu - mgtion vge 1 I a
- field Riichen, camp showars and tsirines & the po ' ' '
of Ras &l Shuwsik. Here the Tiggh clcmd over 4 Tm: ::mbet °,‘ ‘wmn , 3.2 ! '
million equare metres of harkoy bf:ltom, conduct Rirvey . i 5
°rdnm& dmpo!'l knd ‘-am R “dﬂm and j : To’al n“mur Of Qea mlne‘ 60 F 'l .
small ims (including s Sikwoph] missile).for i deak with T . : P
intolligerice purposes. The boaf Harhoir at Sowth &l ‘Total pieces of orduﬁnée 334 986"
Ahmudi (nepr Shusibsh) was i deared snd ¢ | . Clepred o S, L
channef leading out to & sufe 8 ! surveyey as Weﬂ i Total number o{‘ stups 7 i i
Conmral Warfars and Port R ‘ & apmmns - clesred P : F‘ i
were complered 22 April 1991 The Teamn rorurncd Total umbes of anem .
B Bahieain for & well-earned rest|and equipment j : deu:oliuonb:harges renzez d 0 T
¥ m:mrc:::;e and ;;rf&pemuons retun to Avstralta | gt . o : I
©on 11 Miy 1991, aftsr three st @ helf months 1 " ires b
deployed, CDT 3 was dlsband on-that date and. mla::”;tﬁagﬁ:; : Lost capat! b
membera. rerutned to thair parkhy toams, facilitias clesred of ordianks . P |
CDT 3 had clenrly dmlngu' d imlf Kuuvraik . and booby weps [ : f
and earned the RAN Clasranchl Diving Branch the | = - 7 e R B |1
highest internationst repuigtiog fix und ; . - -
profeasiogalism! Sea mines ang ordoence FECOvera : |
' i by CDT .3 are how on publir : '- lay in same neval -
o -+ establlshhents and the Antm! War Mémorial, | ]
Liputamain Gomnandes Oifichs of
CDT 4. a:ﬂm inioe wturaed ro h:e s ‘mm ?s! ote i
CIT ¢ baredt In WA, A [ , ,
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Five Months in Defence Watches
By Lieatsnant Mack Shelvey RAN, HMAS Brisbane

‘Gir, wake up Sir, Atarly time to go bn watch,'
Oh no, 5o sooni

Lifeless limbs carry me o the shower. My eyes
are » dead give-awny; very slighdy sunken over grey
bags, always a linle bleodshor, the old sparkle
nisging except whait I ger angry. 1 must ity to keep
that temper in check, Boots, overalls with legs
tucked imo socks, lifeincker on, ik, knife, badle
dressing and andflash (s fire protetive hood and
gloves) In the pouch, gas mask in hsnd: the well
drested man &b war. Twanty minules to spare before
I have 1o relieve Tas (the Ant-Submarine Officer).
Down to the Wardroom for a cup of soup, a strong
black cuffes, twa cigarertes and the favourlte dog-
reared copy of Whals or Playboy.

‘Ar {tl You're a sight for sore eyesl® The
hundover i brief becanse wanspons s2ated, sensor
staiey, the program and the tacsical situstion are
tirsady commirzed to mamory. Tus advises me of
any changes, mevsages requiring acrian, and the
Capuin’s requitements {or the next six heurs. Then
bie is gone, In less than two minutes he hes
uanafereed s wremendous responsibility 1o my
shoulders, aad then dissppeared without @ backward
glance. I now settle into the routine that ‘will take

me through rhe néxt six hours as Principal Warfkire -

Officar.

Headser on with radlo in one 2ar, internal Linet to
the ather operators and the Officer of the Warch I
the other, 3 thitd ser listening out for the Capain's
call, a fourth for the ORS (Operations Rovin
Supervitot] normally a Petty Officar) and g0 on.
There are nint microphones ar the consele and over
a doten speakers, velephonet, earphones, buzzers
and sintms to listen out for. [t can be a nightmate!
Checic lhe radar,

Brief the ah)p's company on the main ) broadcast,
Check the radur, upervise the radar ploners.
Anawer 3 calf on thie circuit from sn Allied vessel,
Check the sadar.

The cacrier is on the move now, Jaunching au-mfr
and dreering into wind at 25 knots.

UULY 1 LULTIIUULLIUYTLL
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‘OOW PWO, come left 340 increasa 25.
Keep the Captain informed.
Check the radar, suporvise the radar plotters.

Read the lasl méssages and (ake action where
requived. Organise rendezvous for replenishment
with & US Navy tanker at 1100.

Check tha radar . . . and s on,

§ix hours after closing up: ‘Hey Hey! Took your
ume didn’t you?® Revenge is sweet. Quickly
handover the watcls and 1han down to the mess for
a hedrry beeakfost followed by a relaxing cup of tea
and 2 smoke. Now my wlrernatives sre 1o write &
tetter bome and get three-and-a-half hours sleep, of
waich & movie and get twoand-a-hall hours af sleep.
Either way, only five hours after coming 6off wsich
will ba '

Sir, wake up Sir, ..’
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Logistic Support Element (LSE): #ae
eatablished in Omean on 30 August 1990,

, Cosmander Boyd Robinson beg how this
vital orgeaisation was sét up, i
The esteblishment of the LSE was prereded by s

feconnaissance to coafirn egional government ;
suppore, to assess Jocal infraszructure and 16
determine the tost suirable locauon’ fdt the 1SE.
The reconhaissance team alzo took initlal steps
towards eetablishing the YSE by appointing ¢ ship's
agen, oponing @ lotal bank account] finding suitable
living accommodation, negotiring premises and
makitig Inftial contecy with loce! and allied miltiaty
autherirics, : ;

1

When the RAN belped enforce UN; ,
sueictions in the Gull of Cman during [the femt |
period of Operstion DAMASK, the cancepe of -
logistle supporr was relatively simple, Airfreight
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stic Support In the Guif
mmunder noya,nghgnun,muau S

o |
storer and mail from Aunralia were to be [
congolidated by the LSE apd sransferred to fhe

. ships; provisions, fuel and repairs from local sources
~ ware 10 be organised;. snd ship visite to ports and

anchorages in the ares wese 10 be arranged.
timplementing the concept was not so simple. The
government of che Sultengle of Omen agreed o
allow « logistic support clement (o operace from
Muscst bur, in the absence of formal agreements,
coumid not give any special consideration ¢ the
conduet of busitiess of the LSE. Nevertheless, the
Sultan's Autned Forces were very cooperative and
assisted gready In many ways. :
Because Autrralia has no resident diplomatic
tapresentation i Oman, the LSE had ro be

A welcome porecall. HMAS Suceess and HMAS
Adelside alostgside in Muscat, ar Minak Raboos,

Photo; CPOSV ‘Plngers' Rla :
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extublished from the ground up as 2 fully selfs
suppotred organisaiion. An office and a limited
giorage facility was established in Mina Qaboos, the
main port for Muscst, and the only port with
glongside barths available te the Tagk Group dusing
the initial period. A shipping sgent was appointed to
clesr stores arriving by commescial air (rom
Australia, and provided mwrags untdl transfer 10 the
Task Grovp could be wrenged. A sacure
communications link with Austealia wes evenually
established, some forty«Ave kilometres (votn the fasin
LSE office, in 4 dlscrete portable office within a
secure compound siafled by the. Omani Al Porce,
Unclassified communication wag provided by ISD
telaphone and facsimile ar the main offics,
Accommodation and domesuc supporc for the LSE
wat provided by o Jocal hotel. Rental vehicles were
used as raquired 1o meer wansport needs. For
personel sacurhty rogrons LSE staff generally wore
plain clothes,

Every three woeks av least one ship conducted &
port visit, Evory week » Task Group helicoprer
visited the ait base, In the interim cither the HMAS
Suctiss vigited Puieicah, in the Unlted Arab
Emirtes, to replenish stocks of provislons or onc of
the shipe snchored off the Omen! cosst, during
daylight hours for stand dewn and recrearion, Each
of thesa visits presented ap opportunity for tranefer
of stores, mail and personnel, Careful planning and
some innovative ideas generslly helped achieve the
delivery of stores to ships In reagonable time.

Apan from oae shipment of dengerous cargo
carried by RAAF aircraft, all sores, mail and
personnel [rom Austrdlia were moved Inta the Gulf
by commercial airceaft. Al stores arriving were
subject to % theee to four-day delny in eletring
customs, Apart from a problem with the first
shipment, il nail was clenred immediately on
arvival, Personnel moving direcuy 1o take up
portings in the Task Group could transit the sirport
without dedoy on 3 special seaman® vies, o

The local infrastrucrure was sufficient 1o maeet the
Tatk Group’s demend for provisions, minoy
equiptnunt repair, consumable stores and lubricants,
limited apatt &nd recreation during ship visits, and
specialist medical earc and hospitslization,

The L3E ws smell during this pariod, The RAN
Ligigon Officer had respoasibility for planning and
coordinating all aspects of RAN legistic aupport
ashore in the area. A large part of this reaponsibiliry
snvnlved adopting « quasi-diplomaric role w ensure
the LSE could conducr 18 acnivities in the most
efiective marner and to represent other significant

Ortzs
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HMAS Success takes onboard beer for the Task Group
Photo: GPOSY ‘Fingers' Klav.

oparational and administrative metters (o joeai
authorities. A Lisuteoont Commander supervised the
day-to-day activities of the LSE, arronged ship visits
snd msintained the czsh adcount which was based
on o sehapantial overdraft muintslned ot s locsl bank.
A Doty Officar Writer inaintaitied other accounrs
and did other sdministratlon, Communleations were
handled Initially by a Chief Penry Officer Electronic
Technical Commuanicarions glchough the lead quekly
provisd 100 greet and 2 Petty Officer Signals Yeoman
wig added 1o the LSE’ complemany, Techaical
assistence and repair coordination was the
responsibility of a Chief Patty Officer Elecronic
Technical Systemns, Alrfreight of stores and mail, and
local purchashig of stores and provisions were
handled by a Naval Stores Chief Perty Officet and
Petty Officer,

Although each meinber of the wam had 3 primary
raspansibility relxted w hs caiegory skill, all were
required to underiske a variaty of urher tesks such
g8 handling safehand miail ond general mail, acting
as ship visit linison officer, arcanging sperting 4nd
recreational sctivitivs, atranging medical treatment,
negotiaring with Jocals for provisien of variaug
servitas, and repregenting the RAN und Australia at
vations levels in the military and the buresucracy. In
& ghort ume a wide corporate-tldll base was
earahlished as the basis for suctossfitl opsration of
the LSE, "
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When the RAN Task Group entered the Arabian
Guif the resources of the LSB were gready
swretehed. To achieve an effecrive logstic tuppert
wver his exiended aren, small Logistic Suppont
Datachments (LSD) were established ac the principal
468 port/airhezds of Bahrsin and Dubsi, This
pecessitared oxpanding the LSE complement with 3
Lieutenamt, 4 Chief Perry Officer Merine Technical
Propulsion and & second Bewy Oficer Writer. The
LSDe were bolstered by other LSE personnel as the
workiosd demanded. Transfers of stores and mail
wete achicved during port visits by ships, by
helicopter despatched inshore from the Task Group
_ and by barge wansfer 6 the Success off Dubai.

With the imwninent approath of the deadline for
withdvewal-of Traqi forces from Kuwair, snd the
ships taking up their war stations the Australian
‘Tesk Oroup Commender no longer bad the same
faxibility as before to despatch ships or aircraft
inxhore (o tollect stores and mail, and there was no
~ geriainty that the Ausiralian suppory ship would
Operate in the sarne group a3 the combatinis,

Marl! Six of the 926 bags hundied throtgh the LS,
Photo: LSEH Kym Degenir

When hostiliies commenced all commercial uir
services i the region ceassd, and with it the LSE
ptimery weans of stores (ansfer from Auntralia.
Some services recommenced soon after the
declarution. Emitates Air tesumed flying Ivo Dubai
from Asia and Guif Ajr resumed fighte (o Muscat
from the subconfinent. However, these services were
not reguiar and departed only when thiere were
sufficient passenpers to break-cvan finavcially.
Freight was not given any priority or gusranree of
delivery. The alr link from Austealia was re- -
getablished using RAAF aircrai, Once in theawe
there was scope to move feeight either by road
between Mutent and Dubsi, or by using other allied
narions wanzport slrcrafi. Unloading (reight from
RAAF airerafs pur a further siegin on the LSE to do
a task not normally recuited for commercial
airfreight. This remlted in a specialist movement
and wensport RAAF non<ommissioned officer being
added 10 the LSE's arrangth
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A variery of msthods were ged to transfor stores LOGISTICS SUPPORT ELEMENT -
and meil 1o the Taek Group during hastilities. The STATISTICS
preferred option, of using Secess and then Wextratia (up to 17 February 1961)
to shuttle stores from the LSE to the combarants, . .
was ased only when Combined Logistic Force Individual ship vislts. 30
activities permitted, For provisions wnd urgenn slores Support ships reprovisionmg 13

items, the twa ships sitached to the carrier battle visits

group used a USN support shipp operating froln Days with ships slongside 92
jebe! Ali, aear Dubai, L850 Dubsi would consign Fined-wing aicerall visiss 9
store i the ship in addition o the stendard USN (from Auntralia)

foad Ust of provisions avsilable to the RAN ships. Helicoptor visits (from the 3§
Mail was handled carefully snd only consigned out Task Group)

of Austealian hands in specia! clrtumetances. Often it , .

was moved to Bahrein t:r RAF tronsport (but loaded D283 of aiail handied 926

and unioudod by LSE stafl) for collection by a ship’s Weight of mail handled 19748

helicoptar when the ship was opersting within {kgs)

aircrafi runge. Alternatively it was held ar Dubai for Boxes of stores handled $672

the support ship, {from Australis)
Despite the more difieult circutnetances dutiog Weight of atores headled 47657

the war, an scceplolle lovel of supplivl Is.uppon wis (kgs)

provided by close co-operation with allied logistics : i i

’ forces ashore and afiost. Regrewably the LSE had :::t:::f for visitng

no sireraft ac its disposs) to provids & ghore-hased .

delivery servics, so hind 16 be reactive to any + VIPs (including p

opportinity (ot rransferring stores, 2?.‘32:;”’““ b " .
In addition to toordivading logistic suppart for the S

¢ Techaieul pepresantauives
for ooboard rapuirs (3
¢ Actredied correspondents 10

ghips of the Task Group, e LSE provided support
{or Clearance Diving Team 3, and edministrative
- suppor for the wo medical \esims on board the US

hospital ship Comfort. In addition jt asslstad visiting Personnel requiring lraval 1o 55

ADF persounel and sirereft. Other activities of Austrabia

inearest inclu;:l;d coa;_dinmin;; gdmt %q.rt of the Visa spplications processed 122

movement of Augtealian accredited medis )T en

represenratives into and wirhin the Gulf ragion, and my&;%ﬁ:?c el;SL o 5950 00

helped with contingeucies for prorecrion and ) :

evacugtion of Australian clizena from the aroa. Mongy {;‘“'d for ships for  $3.25m
Sutvival of the RAN Tagk Group depended on money ¢ pnae

each ship maintzining & high degrce of readinass. Signel messages procused 3952

‘This in urn meant there was litte room for erfor in
providing timely and effective logistic support, F8r
the LSE staff’ this was a real challenge ond 2 grent
incenvive to do their job to the best of their ability.

Commandst Robingon is  supply officer who wes RAN.
Lisison Oficer Museat and, &5 such, wee ia charge ol the
L8R For his work in Oparation DAMASK he was made
a Member of thy Order of Ausiralin, l{o is corremly . :
Officarin<harf¢ of the Navy Supiply $chool. '
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The Chance of a Life Time

By Ablo 8¢amaan Wran Radio Opeeator Natulie Collis

Ever since I joined the Navy my aim was to go (o
848. As o female the owlook wae grim 4 many
females were aiming for the same gosl, with enly »
limited amount of billers available, T hava 8 high
vespect fot my profession, and thoroughly eniay my
work as & radio operutor. As a radio operator you
never teslly see the whole picture uniil you've been
it sea because the work diffees greatly.

! cenninly reached my goal, receiving a posting to
the Gulf bound HMAS Weralia, This would be the
experience of 2 lifetimes to learn new skills and join
the Task Group of what was to baceme & historica]
royage,

Leaving my flamily and loved ones was extremely
hatd, It was especially for them, with the notion thes
Weseralla was enroute 10 2 possible wer zone, The
support from the people of Australla overwhelmed
me, in both Perth and Geelong whers we raceived
an official farewell. Tt ieft me with a good fecling; o
feeling of securiry and of excitement,

Slinping inte the ship’s routing was all 5o new,
Getting to know the ship and how It operates wes a
challenge in itself. Participating in line handling
during the unbertiing paely as of the ship was very
amosing deciphenng the language of the Porry
Offlcer Quatigrmaster Gunner, althouph he was very
helpful in explaining the orders given, It is grear w
learn some scamanship skills, adding further
knowledge of the different aspects of life ar sos,

The vigurous workup was extemely challenging:
exira houes, heavler working condiriony, which

became physically and mentlly exhausting, ™ -

Although we ofl pulled through with no dramas, 1
thought av rimes [ just wouldn't maka it, 1 imagine
we'all felt a huge sense of achievemeny when the
workup was completed. I certainly did, I had pessed
My own peesonal Jevel of expagtation.

At times [ felt very homeslek, but there was
tlwzys someone there for support and someons to
make you laugh again.

Ar the commmencement of hostilities we wiere
nearing the Gull of Oman, prapating for what migh
lie ahiead. At this stage it didnh seem quite teal,

Able Seaman Wran Collis with mother Mrs Cheryl
Collis after HMAS Wesiralia arnived back from the

Phoca: LSPH Scou Commplly, RAN

War itself seemed unreal 1o me, like something that
only happaus m books or on television, But it
certainly was ceal. It especially hit home when
Commander Moote eddressed the ship's sompany,
egplaining that people were dying around us and
this gituation cortamly was real.

When the ¢833¢-fire eamne im0 force and our
return to Australie was planued, 1 ceriginly fell mare
serdded and relaxed.

I'm certain l've gained » great lifelong
experience. It i3 somerbing T will never lorget, §
now upderstand more aboul the Navy In general
and irs organisation.

[ sm happy 1o be e part of Wanwralia’? weam, and

- #lso to have achicved qualifiestion for the Austtatisn

Active Setvice Medal, which | can be eternally
proud of.

Able Seaman Wean Collly waned the RAN in 1088,
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. resonpmisancs of Jax Kubbar iy twanty Y S ;
| five kilometroy off the Iragi-q d coant of i C .
wait. Two sorties wero ﬂm coppecutive | -

fu the uhrly moraing, This i j secount
the seooud sordle, Sows 0700- 00, 31

With cha previons day’a succensfil saktib, th "'
pressure of the first réconnalanance b ﬂhed fordes

more than i week was requd. k. this prossure
wis voplacad by storics of obvious siggs of recens
MG présence: 4 bunker, and a ¢ -, wmrf:

With thsse stories freph i our minds, ﬂnd the

:hougm that the TraqPs had twenty-fidz hours to re-

ogeupy the island, we departed H symy with

mixed frelings, : ' .
;We hod briefed the route Inte, Iu: ubbnr. the

exasive hanoeuvres 10 be employed 1 ' any sign of

trbuble, the escapa route o the eas1,ddd each chew
mietnber's respoisibilities durlng the ‘thission, Tljsse
8zeds were reviewed enrovte and upddied where

ngceesary, }

[As the island was 50 closs 10 1he oy :' dt’ Ku\mt,
The drea wes subject 1 close sstyiny

Torcedy and in order 1o prévent any F dly ﬁg m'
mcraﬂ engaging us, we called the arda co-ordingtor

board USS Tripolf and mfarmed bim of our
lsmn, and reteivtdn clearenct fo prageed with du!
mveydgmwn ; . i

At about 15 kilomerres from the it d we

m posed radio silenc and descend fp 30 mewes.

ibility wes very poor due to the. priximin of
Kuwait buming cilfields and tlere wm4s 2. suong
wind blowitg from the wouth-cost créqyng & suilen,

PPy see. Al our seneas weve alest find the -
'ermon was-plain in the short, chppa use: of cht
intexecn, tather thaai the usual doutx Ous; bm!
We used ¢ reed and & marine lighr B on 2 rock
10 Dath guide and disgulse oyr #pprd h, "

We had the itland-visual at sbomr k:l&metm by
which ume we had dguended 1o 20 metrey and our

| coutd cleaily mate our the brakérs on the

|

- M '}
1 i oo S
H l . "

speed reduced 1o 70 knots, Al m kilouwu;ca
aclh, 8
1 Hghwhouse, anid 2 jenty, Aharn'a careful sersch of the
area borh visually and Ly mdar, we continved in at
only 10 nistees shave o Waves with ou In red
hon}mg miigelle decoy systam | primed and 7

| 80 1 the evanl of & sudden fitpck. .

We matle & jeicouit of the s&nan island at
kiloynetre, tuki grest coce m enisure 1ial the
Island's deserigd appearance a3 not illusary;
Angther c:rcmt was made on.the’ broaker tine; to
confitm ;hat ]az Kubpbar hed beep lbaddon bofore
we Pew ove:hcld for a closs ; mpccuon. 1

‘There were 4R*mmy sighs of me Tragi acwpi;lon of
the wland, ingluding tents, ﬂtep!acm, mllmuy
eqmpment Ule abviously sabotnged jeny,

) uweeﬁs were then made over the lgw ot

a d, A iandmg wag out of ;ht guestion due|to the
Ilkeuhood of mincs, Our proxumty (o rnemy-held

-+ corstline énsuspd chat we did not  ‘outigay ¢

. weleome?,: $o me: sbour ran minties we beutly hasry

rersgat to the'touth-east back 1o :he veditivp xpfety of
the Sydney, cré!mng behind tfic’ Hout Oilfieids 50
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(DECL:OADR)

PURPOSE

Your address to the Joint Session of Parliament is an
opportunity to publicly (1) reaffirm the importance of the
alliance; (2) emphasize the economic benefits of the
relationship while recognizing our differences on certain trade
issues; (3) praise Australia's constructive international role;
and (4) promote greater interchange in non-defense-related
areas.

SETTING

This is a special honor as it will be the first time that a
foreign Head of State asddresses the Australian Parliasment
(Hawke addressed a joint meeting of our Congress during his
June, 1988 working visit). The session will be convened in the
House of Representatives; there are 76 Senators and 148 members
of the House.

The cost of convening this special session of Parliament
sparked some controversy (Parliament ordinarily is recessed for
the holidays at this time of the year). Eight Senators of the
small Australian Democrats Party plan to boycott the session to
protest its estimated US $1-2 million cost to Australian
taxpayers.

Under Australia's parlismentary system, the Government is
determined by the apportionment of political parties in the
House of Representatives which is considered the dominant
chamber., The Senate has equal legislative powers, with the
important exception of the introduction and amendment of money
bills.

Australia's impressive New Parliament House is three years old
and was designed by an American firm (Mitchell/Giurgola and

Thorp). The U.8. Congress gifted the granite benches in the
building.

Leo McLeay, M.P., is Speaker of the House; Senator Kerry W.
Sibraa is President of the Senate. BSibraa met with Vice
President Quayle when he visited Australia in 1989,

DECLASSIFIED
Department of State Guidelines
E.O. 12958, SEC 3.4 (B), July 21, 1997

By_LL_ NARA, Date o¢loL]2y
CONFIDENTIAL-



Outline for Speech to Australian Parliament

1. Introductory formalities

2. We share ancient traditions, common ancestors and language,
respect for the rule of law. We have a dynamic friendship today.
We share a commitment to work together for peace, prosperity and
security in the future.

This building in Canberra is home to one of the few
extant original copies of the Magna Carta.
Washington's National Archives has one of the other
copies.

Anecdote about 18th century Australian-American
exchange if appropriate.

3. We each developed frontier territories and became great
trading and seafaring nations in the 19th century.

Anecdote from 19th century if appropriate -- perhaps a
story about Mark Twain's visit to Australia.

4. During the 20th century Australians and Americans fought side
by side for freedom and democracy WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam,
Persian Gulf.

5. Today we remain strong@rpartnerf in trade, security and
culture.

Trade issues: bilateral, APEC, GATT -- including
~assurance that NAFTA is consistent with GATT and would
be beneficial to the Pacific Rim.

Security issues: Attaboys for our allies. Attaboy for
Australia's good works on Cambodia, in chemical and
missile tech arms control, etc. Promise to keep US
engaged in Pacific security.

Cultural issues: End on a high note of our common
concerns for carrying on as healthy societies in the
next century. There is some affinity with America
2000; for example, Australia has had educational
choice for years. I'm getting Lamar Alexander's book
Six Months Off and will look for a good closing,
upbeat, forward-looking anecdote about his six months
in Australia. '

Throughout the speech I'll look for ways to keep the message
palatable to the American audience at home. I.e. not get too
deep into globaloney.
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December 12, 1951

In addition to part:cipat:ng in the Gulf War (Australia had
three frigates participating in the naval effort), Australia
continues to be a part of the Multinationsl Interdiction Force
operatlng in the region. Specifically, the Royal Australian
Navy frigate HMAS Sydney continues to take part in naval
interdiction activities in the area.

Australia also has contributed a total of A$ 5 million (US$ 4
million) for emergency relief and refugee asglstance arising
from the Gulf Crisis. This has been distributed through the
following organizatione (figures in US$):

UNDRO - $1 million

IOM - $1 million

UNICEF - $200,000

ICRC/Red Crescent ~ $1.2 million
Australian NGOs -  $200,000

UNWRA {for aid to Palestinians) - $400,000

This does not include in-kind assistance to Egypt and IBRD
commitments.

In Operation Provide Comfort (last May), Australis sent a team
of 70 Australlan Defence Force pergonnel to provide medical and

water purificetion services for the relief ¢f Kurds and other
Iraql refugees in Turkey.

Let us know if you need anything further.

Brian,
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID GAGE
FROM: JIM KEITHG(

SUBJECT: Australian Participation in the Gulf War

I have attached an Australian release and a State summary of
Australia’s contribution to the Gulf War.

Australia continues to be a part of the Multinational
Interdiction Force operating in the Gulf. Specifically, the
Royal Australian Navy frigate HMAS Sydney continues to
participate in naval interdiction in the Persian Gulf.

Australia has contributed a total of A$ 5 million (US$ 4 million)
for emergency relief and refugee assistance arising from the Gulf
war. This has been distributed through the following
organizations (USS$):

UNDRO - $1 million

IOM - $1 million

UNICEF - $200,000

ICRC/Red Crescent - $1.2 million
Australian NGOs - $200,000

UNWRA (for aid to Palestinians) - $400,000

In addition, Australia provided assistance in kind to Egypt and
made IBRD commitments.

Last May, Australia sent a team of 70 Australian Defense Force
personnel as part of Operation Provide Comfort to supply medical
and water purification services for Kurds and other Iraqgi
refugees in Turkey.

The attached two pages outline Australia’s commitments in
military, trade, and humanitarian areas.
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SUBJECT: Australian Contribution to Middle Bast Military Force

In a press conference announcing Australia's contribution

of ships to the multinational forces in the Gulf, Prime
Minister Hawke made the following points:

O0CT 31

-~ (Australia) joins the rest of the world in saying that
it will not tolerate, will not stand idly by, while any
member of the international community purports to break the
rules of civilized conduct in this way.

-- After speaking with President Bugh, Hawke agreed that
Australia would contribute to a multinational task force in
the qulf, (In follow-up Q&d Hawke said the matter was
raised initially by the U8 side, and the decision taken to
provide frigates was made after Bush called Hawke. )

-- The primary purpose of the naval task force is to
enforce the blockade on Iraq and Kuwait ang keep open other
free trade. However, the very nature of the force will

contribute to the deterrence of further aggression by Iraqg,

-= Australia will contribute two guided missile frigates,

the Adelaide and the Darwin, gsupported by the replenishment
tanker, Success.

—-- The ships will be able to leave Australia within five
days (on Monday) and will be on station within twenty two
days.

-— In follow-up Qs&As, Hawke said the frigates would remain
in the region as long as necessary to enforce the

blockade. He didn't anticipate any requests for Australian
air and land unitg., TIf any such requests were made in the
future, Australia would consider it. Hawke added he
doubted such requests will be made,

-y
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On 10 August 1990 the Australlan Prime Minister, Mr Bob Hawke, sald the invasion of Kuwalt by
iraq was entirely unacceptable to the Australlan Government and Australia was prapared to play a
responsible part in seeking to ensure that “thls aggression is detarred and that the blockads that
has been decided upon and the embargoes that have been imposed should be effective”.

Australia’s part haa included:

. MILITARY. Two gulded missile trigates, FFQ's the ADELAIDE and DARWIN supportad by the

replenishment tanker SUCCESS have bgen on statlon In the Gulf of Oman since September 3 and

are expectod to be replaced by three other Royal Australian Navy ships within three months.

aut Tm‘: surglcal teams of 20 people have left Australla to serve Ih a US Navy hospital ship in the
ult reglon.

. TRADE. The Imposition of a total embargo on trade with irag. Iraq and Kuwait have baen large
consumets of Australlan primary products and Iraq’s total outstanding debt IS Us$485 million (AS613
million), of which US8388 milllon (A$490 million) Is guaranteed by the Australian Government. Total
sales to Irag and Kuwait - mainly wheat, meat and live sheep - were worth A$422 In 1989,

-~ HUMANITARIAN. $2 miliion to assist forelgn nationais stranded as a result of the Guif erisis, This
assistance is made up of:

. $1 miliion to the International Organization for Migration (IOM), an international agency assisting
with the coordination of repatriation of south and south east Aslan nationais, which had launched a
$US50 milllon appeal

. $500,000 to the International Committes of the Red Cross, and the League of Red Cross and
Red Crascent socleties through the Australlan Red Cross

. $250,000 to UNICEF to help with the reliet needs of woman and children

. $260,000 to various other Australian noh-gavernment organizations contributing to the
emargency rellef activities In the area.

Opinlon polls in Australla show strong aupport for the government's actions. A poll published In
The Sydnhey Morning Herald on September 10 said 89 percent of those polled supported the UN
trade embargo on Irag, 85 parcent supported Austraila's decision to auspend trade with lrag, 67
percent supported Austraila joining the naval blockade (with 27 parcent opposed) and 73 parcent
supported the sending of US and other milltary forces to Saudl Arabia. ‘

“Any settlement of the Gulf crisis should demonsiraie by its terms that naked uggression does not pay. It should
visibly enforce the newfound strength of ihe UN and show the effectiveness of a genuinely internationalist approach to
crisis management.” The Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Senator Gareth Evans. August 31, 1990.

AUSTRALIAN OVERSEAS INFORMATION SERVICE
Embassy of Australia
1601 Massachusetts Ava.. N.W. « Washington, DG 20036-2273 « (202) 797-3000
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THEMES FOR ASIA TRIP

OQverall

III.

America is an Asia-Pacific partner for the long haul
(America will not retreat into 1solatlonlsm/protect1onlsm)
-= Economically [ -

- Politically

S Security

———
e

e

As outlined in the President’s Asia Society speech, there
are six keys to America’s long-term vision for the Asia
Pacific. The trip will highlight each of these:
PROGRESSIVE TRADE LIBERALIZATION

Aggressively pursue Uruguay Round Settlement (if still
pending) (Japan, Korea, Australia)

Promote APEC (All countries)

Push access for American products and services (Japan,
Korea)

Encourage American investment in the region (Singapore,
Japan, Korea)

SECURITY COOPERATION

Maintain pressure on DPRK nuclear program. Stress need for
united action against DPRK nuclear program (all countries;
encourage Singapore to get ASEAN action during upcoming
ASEAN Summit)

U.S. will restructure, but remain engaged

- Continued air and naval presence at current levels in
Japan for the foreseeable future

= Korea presence dependent on progress for lasting peace
on the peninsula; however, envision long-term air
presence for regional deterrence into the future

== Singapore agreement as model for access arrangements of
the future in other parts of the region

A SHARED COMMITMENT TO DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Continue pressure on ROK (last visit by Pres. Bush made a
difference)

Lay out position on Vietnam (Singapore)

Highlight China if necessary



IV EDUCATIONAL AND SCIENTIFIC INNOVATION

Show link between domestic agenda and foreign policy
Highlight S&T progr (all countries)

Examine educational differences that we can learn from
(Japan, Korea)

v RESPECT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

e Note progress made and areas for improvement (Japan, Korea)
— Announce SE Asia initiative (if ready)

VI APPRECIATION OF DISTINCT CULTURAL HERITAGES

-= Announce various cultural exchange initiatives (all
countries)

/’\





