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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

BRI Ay SFF
“he i) -

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 11, 1991

2
Igfc// Pg. 32

N ,

THROUGH . DAVID DEMAREST : ' 0

FROM:

TONY SNOW ﬂ o 0

ROBERT SIMON M’ 7

SUBJECT: "CHRISTMAS IN WASHINGTON" PROGRAM

II.

SUMMARY

On Sunday, December 15, at 6:00 p.m., you will attend
the performance of "Christmas in Washington" at the Pension
Building and give brief remarks on stage at the end of the
program.

DISCUSSION

This year's show is similar to the one you attended in
1989. Mrs. Bush pinch hit for you last year due to your
illness.

The remarks (2 minutes) describe the true meaning of
Christmas. 1In addition to your regular speech cards, you
will also be able to use a large-screen teleprompter in the
back of the room.



Simon
Dec. 9, 1991
Draft 2 (XMAS)

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: "“CHRISTMAS IN WASHINGTON"
PENSION BUILDING,
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1991
6:00 P.M.. .
To all the performers =-- Anne and Vince, Anita and Johnny,
v/;nd these two wonderful choirs: What a magnificent performance!
From the Bush family -- and for all the families watching --
thank you for filling our heagts with song, and iifting our
spirits with the joys of Christmas. \\

About a hundred years ago, there was a little girl who was
afraid there wouldn't be any Christmas that year. You see, her
friends had told her that Santa Claus wasn't real. So to find
the truth, she wrote to the newspaper for the anéwe;.

"Virginia," came the famous reply, "your little friends are
ﬁrong. They have been affected by the skepticism of a gkeptical
age.... Santa Claus exists as certainly as love \ and generosity
\ and devotion exist, giving life its highest beauty and joy."
What would the world be like without Santa? About "as dreary as
if there were no Virginias."

Christmas is a time to enter that child-likg world of dreams
and wishes, to rediscover what makes life worth living in a world
that too often forgets. You won't.find the meaning of Christmas.-

beneath a tree, or swaddled in gift-wrap. For it matters less

what's under your tree than what's in your heart. Find a way to
give of yourself. Help a stranger as a point of light; make sure

that every child knows that someone loves them. The only



2

Christmas gift that ever really mattered was given that very

first Christmas: the gift of God's love \ born here on Earth.

These next few days, families will reunite \ food will be
prepared \ warm fires 1it \ and warm embraces shared. As
Christmas arrives each year, we Americans recall with humble awe
how blessed we are among nations. May God continue to watch over
us, and grant us peace. From all of us \ to all of you: Merry

Christmas!
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(Lange/Simon)
December 6, 1989
1:00 p.m.
[ PEACE.DOC]
PRESIDENTIAT, REMARKS: "CHRISTMAS IN WASHINGTON" PROGRAM
THE PENSION BUILDING
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1989
[ TIME]

Thank you, Olivia. (( You know, Barbara and I don’'t often
see this many stars together all at once. Finally -- somebody
understood what I meant by a "thousand points of light"... )

Barbara and I have been thrilled by tonight’s program -- the
musical inpiration, the wonder, the excitement. It has given our
holidays a magnificent beginning.

For all of the kids and the families that are here; for the
Bush family; and for many watching across the country, this will
be a very special Christmas.

It is a time when we think about giving more of ourselves.

We understand that the value of our lives is not measured by our

possessions, but by the good we do for others. Each of us can be

a point of light in someone’s life -- making this holiday season
a little brighter for those in need.

Christmas is always a time for reaching across the table,
joining hands, and raising voices. It is a time to celebrate the
birth of God’s love on earth.

But this year, Christmas hasva powerful new meaning. For
people around the world, Christmas in 1989 will be a moment to be
remembered. A moment of new faith in freedom. New hope for
peace.

Since the end of World War II, the world has waited. For
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forty years the world has known only a grim and joyless peace --
as hard and cold as a long winter night.

But now, everywhere, we see signs of a warmer, more hopeful
peace, like a candle that flickers in a distant window. It
beckons, encourages, casts a bright glow in the world’s darkest
corners.

Change comes, and challenges us. Freedom comes, and lights
a candle that can never be put out.

Voices are raised -- some in songs of joy, some in cries for
freedom -- but all are heard on God’s earth. We speak of a
"peace the world cannot give" -- but we know God can give us the
strength to find it.

Glasses are raised, hearts are lifted, to toast the dawn of
a new Europe. New religious freedoms. New possibilities for
prosperity, around the world. A new peace -- within our reach --
within this century. |

In corners still shrouded in oppression and darkness, the
yearning for freedom still burns brightly within. May all who
dare to hope for it, find it.

Let every candle we light, every hand we offer, symbolize
the hope of a new century, the hope of mankind: That there will
be peace on earth -- good will -- and the blessings of freedom,
for all the peoples of the world.

Thank you. And may God bless you this Christmas.

# # #



Simon
Dec. 9, 1991
Draft 2 (XMAS)

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: "CHRISTMAS IN WASHINGTON"
PENSION BUILDING
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1991
6:00 P.M.

Thank you, _ . To all the performers == Anne and Vince,
Anita and Johnny, and these two wonderful choirs: What a
magnificent performance! From the Bush family -- and for all the
families watching -- thank you for filling our hearts with song,
and lifting our spirits with the joys of Christmas. \\ |

About a hundred years ago, there was a little girl who was
afraid there wouldn't be any Christmas that Yyear. You see, her
friends had told her that santa Claus wasn't real. So to find
the truth, she wrote to the newspaper for the answer.

"Virginia," came the famous reply, "your little friends are
wrong. They have been affected by the skepticism of a skeptical
age.... Santa Claus exists as certainly as love \ and generosity
\ and devotion exist, giving life its highest beauty and joy."
What would the world be like without Santa? About "as dreary as
if there were no Virginiasg."

Christmas is a time to enter that child-like world of dreams
and wishes, to rediscover what makes life worth living in a world
that too often forgets. You won't find the meaning of Christmas
beneath a trée, or swaddled in gift-wrap. For it matters less

what's under your tree than what's in your heart. Find a way to

give of yourself. Help a stranger; make sure that every child

knows that someone loves them. The only Christmas gift that ever
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really mattered was given that very first Christmas: the gift of

God's love \ born here on Earth -- love that never ends, soothing
mercy, poured out without measure.

These next few days, families will reunite. Together, they
will enjoy special meals, sit around crackling fires, share warm
memories and loving embraces. As Christmas arrives each year; we
Americans recall with humble awe how blessed we are among
nations. May God'continue to watch over us, and grant us peace.

From all of us \ to all of you: Merry Christmas!

# # #
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WASHINGTON
December 4, 1989
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Mr. George Stevens,Apfoducer for
the "Christmas in Washington" program
at the Pension Building on Sunday,
December.lOth, forwarded the attached
poem as a suggestion for the President's
remarks.

It is traditional for the President
and First Lady to come on stage at the
end ofi the show and for the President to
give a Christmas greeting.

The show is taped and aired on
NBC nationally on Monday, Dec. 18th
at 10:00 p.m. /mgwe,)

Mr. Stevens can be contacted at
416-7960 if you have any questions.
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Simon
Dec. 9, 1991
Draft 2 (XMAS)

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: "CHRISTMAS IN WASHINGTON"
PENSION BUILDING
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1991
6:00 P.M.

et/
éékggﬁf;6?§/2Z£Lg( To all the performers -- Anne and Vince,
Anita and Johnny, and these two wonderful choirs: What a
magnificent performance! From the Bush family -- and for all the
families watching -- thank you for filling our hearts with song,

and lifting our spirits with the joys of Christmas. \\

— About a hundred years ago, there was a little girl who was
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v s afraid there wouldn't be any Christmas that year. You see, her
v

o friends had told her that Santa Claus wasn't real. So to find

Jﬁbﬁh“ﬂ the truth, she wrote to the newspaper for the answer.
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"Virginia," came the famous reply, "your little friends are
wrong. They have been affected by the skepticism of a gkeptical
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60&‘ age.... Santa Claus exists as certainly as love \ and generosity

\ and devotion exist, giving life its highest beauty and joy."
What would the world be like without Santa? About "as dreary as
if there were no Virginias."

— Christmas is a time to enter that child-like world of dreams
and wishes, to rediscover what makes life worth living in a world
that too often forgets. You won't find the meaning of Christmas
beneath a tree, or swaddled in gift-wrap. For it matters less
what's under your tree than what's in your heart. _Eigg_a way to
give of yourself. _Eflg a stranger; make sure that every child
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knows that someone loves them. The only Christmas gift that ever
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really mattered was given that very first Christmas: the gift of

God's love \ born here on Earth -- .leve-that-never—ends;—soothing—

~mercy;—poured-out-without-measure. ( il
N e w b'-prep.,M
These next few days, families will reunite. _Tegether;,they—
N\ Wwarm fi¥es lit amd wavws €wajiactes Shared.

will-enjoy.special meals;—sit-around-erackling-fires,—share-warm—
-memories—and—-leving-embraces. As Christmas arrives each year, we

Americans recall with humble awe how blessed we are among
nations. May God continue to watch over us, and grant us peace.
From all of us \ to all of you: Merry Christmas!

# # #
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- Simon
Dec. 9, 1991
Draft 1 (XMAS)

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: "“CHRISTMAS IN WASHINGTON"
PENSION BUILDING
J SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1991
7:xx P.M.

Thank you, _ . To all the performers -- Anne and Vince,
Anita and Johnny, and these two wonderful choirs: What a
magnificent performance! From the Bush family -- and for all the
families watching -- thank you for filling our hearts with song,
and lifting our spirits with the joys of Christmas. \\

About a hundred years ago, there was a little girl who was
afraid there wouldn't be any Christmas that vear. You see, her
friends had told her that Santa Claus wasn't real. So to find
the truth, she wrote to the newspaper for the answer.

"Virginia," came the famous reply, "your little friends are

wrong. They have been affected by the skepticism of a skeptical

age.... Santa Claus exists as certainly as love \ and generosity

\ and devotion exist, giving life its highest beauty and joy."
What would the world be like without Santa? About "as dreary as
if there were no Virginias."

Christmas is a time to enter thét child-like world of dreams
and wishes, to rediscover what makes life worth living \ in a
world that too often forgets. Christmas isn't about receiving
presents, or even giving them. For it matters less what's under
your tree than what's in your heart. Find a way to give of
yourself; help a stranger; make sure that every child knows that

someone loves them. The only Christmas gift that ever really
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mattered was given that very first Christmas: the gift of God's
love \ born here on Earth. His love is never-ending, His mercy
without measure.

These next few days, families will reunite =-- food will be
prepared \ warm fires lit \ and warm embraces shared. As
Christmas descends upon America, we recall with humble awe how
blessed we are among nations. May God continue to watch over us,

and grant us peace. From all of us \ to all of you: Merry

Christmas!
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CHRISTMAS IN WASHINGTON PROGRAM / THE PENSION BUILDING
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1990

THANK YOU, JOHN. I'M SORRY THE PRESIDENT CAN’'T BE
WITH US TONIGHT -- BUT HE'S AT HOME WITH A TOUCH OF THE
FLU. HE ASKED ME TO WISH EVERYONE A MERRY CHRISTMAS,
AND TO PASS ALONG HIS THOUGHTS ON THIS VERY SPECIAL
EVENING. FIRST, TO ALL THE PERFORMERS: WHAT A
WONDERFUL PROGRAM! WE ALL ENJOYED THE MAGNIFICENT
SINGING, THE GLORIOUS MUSIC, AND THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
THAT HAS FILLED THIS FABULOUS HALL.
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IN MANY WAYS, THIS SEASON IN THE MIDST OF WINTER IS
THE WORLD'S WARMEST. ACROSS THE SEAS AND SANDS, AROUND
THE WORLD IN CHURCHES, TEMPLES AND MOSQUES, THE LIGHT
OF GOD’S LOVE IS FELT AND CELEBRATED EVERYWHERE -- AND
NEVER MORE THAN NOW.
AND IN THE PERSIAN GULF, IT'S IMPOSSIBLE TO FORGET
- THE BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN STANDING STRONG FOR THE SAKE OF
PEACE. THEY ARE IN OUR THOUGHTS EVERY DAY -- AND THEIR
SAFE RETURN IS IN OUR PRAYERS EVERY NIGHT.

-3 -
HUMANITY'S ENDURING HOPE -- THE WISH oF 2000
YEARS -- IS FOR PEACE ON EARTH. SOME MAY LOOK BACK,
AND MOURN THE "PEACE THE WORLD CANNOT GIVE." But THE
REAL QUESTION THOSE CENTURIES ASK, IS WHETHER WE CAN
SUMMON IN OURSELVES THE STRENGTH TO LOOK FORWARD -- AND
FIND THE WILL TO MAKE THE WORLD BETTER.
SO IF THE LIGHT OF THAT STAR OVER BETHLEHEM SHINES
AS BRIGHTLY NOW AS IT EVER HAS, LET US ENTER THIS
SEASON OF JOY RESOLVED TO HEAR OUR BETTER ANGELS.
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To DENY COMPLACENCY AND DESPAIR. AND TO REMEMBER THAT -
WITH THE BLESSINGS OF FREEDOM, SO DEARLY EARNED AND
EARNESTLY DEFENDED, COMES THE RESPONSIBILITY TO LOOK
AFTER ONE ANOTHER.

THERE NEED BE NO DARK CORNERS ON THIS EARTH GoD
GAVE US -- NO SOULS FORGOTTEN, NO WOUND THAT CANNOT
HEAL, NO ONE THAT CAN'T BE HELPED, OR CANNOT HELP. ALL
OF US HAVE GIFTS TO GIVE -- AND IN THE GIVING, WORSHIP
Gop.

-5 -

MAY THIS CHRISTMAS, AND THE COMING YEAR, BE THE

BEST EVER FOR ALL OF US.

THANK YOU ALL FOR SUCH A WONDERFUL EVENING! FROM
THE BUSH FAMILY TO YOUR FAMILY, MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
Happy HOLIDAYS -- AND THANK YOU VERY, VERY MUCH.

# # #




