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79. Extension of Civil Service

valuable clearing house in person-
nel matters of general interest.

The order also directed the Civil
Service Commission to establish
practical training courses for em-
ployees in the classified civil serv-
ice.

When the foregoing executive
order was issued, it was believed
that approximately 81,000 positions
would be brought within the juris-
diction of the merit system on the
effective date of the order, viz,
February 1, 1g939.

However, this number was re-
duced by several statutes which
were subsequently passed by the
Congress, withdrawing many thou-
sand positions from the effect of the
order. The result was that when
the order took effect on February 1,
1939, approximately only 24,000
employees were brought into the
classified Civil Service by it.

After the promulgation of this

order, and during the consideration
given to it by various agencies in
the period up to the time of its ef-
fective date, the question was raised
by a number of agencies as to the
inclusion of attorney positions. On
January g1, 1939, immediately be-
fore the taking effect of this order,
1 issued a new Executive Order No.
8044, which suspended the forego-
ing Executive Order No. 7916, with
respect to certain positions, includ-
ing professional and scientific posi-
tions. This action was taken in
order to have further consideration
of the problems involved in the
legal and other professional and
scientific positions. Most of the em-
ployees involved were attorneys.
By the same order, I appointed a
committee to make a comprehen-
sive study of the positions included
in the new executive order, and to
report to me with respect thereto
(see Item 24, 1939 volume).
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8o. Fireside Chat on Party Primaries
8o (I Have Every Right to Speak . . . Where
There May Be a Clear Issue Between Candidates
for a Democratic Nomination Involving . . .

Principles, or . . . a Clear Misuse of My Own

Name.” Fireside Chat. June 24, 1938

UR GOVERNMENT, happily, is a democracy. As part
of the democratic process, your President is again
taking an opportunity to report on the progress
of national affairs to the real rulers of this coun-
try —the voting public.

The Seventy-fifth Congress, elected in November, 1936, on
a platform uncompromisingly liberal, has adjourned. Barring
unforescen events, there will be no session until the new Con-
gress, to be elected in November, assembles next January.

On the one hand, the Seventy-fifth Congress has left many
things undone.

For example, it refused to provide more businesslike ma-
chinery for running the Executive Branch of the Government.
The Congress also failed to meet my suggestion that it take
the far-reaching steps necessary to put the railroads of the coun-
try back on their feet.

But, on the other hand, the Congress, striving to carry out
the Platform on which most of its members were elected achieved
more for the future good of the country than any Congress be-
tween the end of the World War and the spring of 1933.

I mention tonight only the more important of these achieve-
ments.

1. It improved still further our agricultural laws to give the
farmer a fairer share of the national income, to preserve our
soil, to provide an all-weather granary, to help the farm tenant
toward independence, to find new uses for farm products, and
to begin crop insurance.

2. After many requests on my part the Congress passed a
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Fair Labor Standards Act, commonly called the Wages and
Hours Bill. That Act—applying to products in interstate com-
merce —ends child labor, sets a floor below wages and a ceiling
over hours of labor.

Except perhaps for the Social Security Act, it is the most far-
reaching, far-sighted program for the benefit of workers ever
adopted here or in any other country. Without question it starts
us toward a better standard of living and increases purchasing
power to buy the products of farm and factory.

Do not let any calamity-howling executive with an income
of $1,000 a day, who has been turning his employees over to
the Government relief rolls in order to preserve his company’s
undistributed reserves, tell you—using his stockholders’ money
to pay the postage for his personal opinions—that a wage of
$11 a week is going to have a disastrous effect on all American
industry. Fortunately for business as a whole, and therefore for
the Nation, that type of executive is a rarity with whom most
business executives heartily disagree.

8. The Congress has provided a fact-finding Commission to
find a path through the jungle of contradictory theories about
wise business practices—to find the necessary facts for any in-
telligent legislation on monopoly, on price-fixing and on the
relationship between big business and medium-sized business
and little business. Different from a great part of the world,
we in America persist in our belief in individual enterprise and
in the profit motive; but we realize we must continually seek
improved practices to insure the continuance of reasonable
profits, together with scientific progress, individual initiative,
opportunities for the little fellow, fair prices, decent wages
and continuing employment.

4. The Congress has coordinated the supervision of com-
mercial aviation and air mail by establishing a new Civil Aero-
nautics Authority; and it has placed all postmasters under the
civil service for the first time in our history.

5- The Congress set up the United States Housing Authority
to help finance large-scale slum clearance and provide low rent
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housing for the low income groups in our cities. And by im-
proving the Federal Housing Act, the Congress made it easier
for private capital to build modest homes and low rental
dwellings.

6. The Congress has properly reduced taxes on small cor-
porate enterprises, and has made it easier for the Reconstruc- X
tion Finance Corporation to make credit available to all busi-
ness. I think the bankers of the country can fairly be expected to
participate in loans where the Government, through the Re-
construction Finance Corporation, offers to take a fair portion
of the risk.

7- 'The Congress has provided additional funds for the Works
Progress Administration, the Public Works Administration, the
Rural Electrification Administration, the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps and other agencies, in order to take care of what we
hope is a temporary additional number of unemployed and to
encourage production of every kind by private enterprise.

All these things together I call our program for the national
defense of our economic system. It is a program of balanced
action —of moving on all fronts at once in intelligent recogni-
tion that all our economic problems, of every group, of every
section, are essentially one.

8. Because of increasing armaments in other nations and an
international situation which is definitely disturbing to all of
us, the Congress has authorized important additions to the
national armed defense of our shores and our people.

On another important subject the net result of a struggle in
the Congress has been an important victory for the people of
the United States—a lost battle which won a war.

You will remember that on February &, 1934, I sent a mes-
sage to the Congress dealing with the real need of Federal Court
reforms of several kinds. In one way or another, during the
sessions of this Congress, the ends— the real objectives —sought
in that message, have been substantially attained.

The attitude of the Supreme Court toward constitutional
questions is entirely changed. Its recent decisions are eloquent
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testimony of a willingness to collaborate with the two other
branches of Government to make democracy work. The Govern-
ment has been granted the right to protect its interests in
litigation between private parties involving the constitutionality
of Federal statutes, and to appeal directly to the Supreme Court
in all cases involving the constitutionality of Federal statutes;
and no single judge is any longer empowered to suspend a Fed-
eral statute on his sole judgment as to its constitutionality. Jus-
tices of the Supreme Court may now retire at the age of seventy
after ten years service; a substantial number of additional judge-
ships have been created in order to expedite the trial of cases;
and greater flexibility has been added to the Federal judicial
system by allowing judges to be assigned to congested districts.

Another indirect accomplishment of this Congress has been
its response to the devotion of the American people to a course
of sane consistent liberalism. The Congress has understood
that under modern conditions government has a continuing
responsibility to meet continuing problems, and that Govern-
ment cannot take a holiday of a year, a month, or even a day
just because a few people are tired or frightened by the ines-
capable pace of this modern world in which we live.

Some of my opponents and some of my associates have consid-
ered that I have a mistakenly sentimental judgment as to the
tenacity of purpose and the general level of intelligence of the
American people.

I am still convinced that the American people, since 1932,
continue to insist on two requisites of private enterprise, and
the relationship of Government to it. The first is complete hon-
esty at the top in looking after the use of other people’s money,
and in apportioning and paying individual and corporate taxes
according to ability to pay. The second is sincere respect for
the need of all at the bottom to get work —and through work
to get a really fair share of the good things of life, and a chance
to save and rise.

After the election of 1936 I was told, and the Congress was
told, by an increasing number of politically—and worldly —

394

8o. Fireside Chat on Party Primaries

wise people that I should coast along, enjoy an easy Presidency
for four years, and not take the Democratic platform too seri-
ously. They told me that people were getting weary of reform
through political effort and would no longer oppose that small
minority which, in spite of its own disastrous leadership in 1929,
1s always eager to resume its control over the Government of
the United States.

Never in our lifetime has such a concerted campaign of de-
featism been thrown at the heads of the President and Senators
and Congressmen as in the case of this Seventy-fifth Congress.
Never before have we had so many Copperheads—and you will
remember that it was the Copperheads who, in the days of the
War Between the States, tried their best to make Lincoln and
his Congress give up the fight, let the Nation remain split in
two and return to peace—peace at any price.

‘This Congress has ended on the side of the people. My faith
in the American people—and their faith in themselves — have
been justified. I congratulate the Congress and the leadership
thereof and I congratulate the American people on their own
staying power.

One word about our economic situation. It makes no differ-
ence to me whether you call it a recession or a depression. In
1932 the total national income of all the people in the country
had reached the low point of thirty-eight billion dollars in that
year. With each succeeding year it rose. Last year, 1934, it had
risen to seventy billion dollars—despite definitely worse busi-
ness and agricultural prices in the last four months of last year.
This year, 1938, while it is too early to do more than give an
estimate, we hope that the national income will not fall below
sixty billion dollars. We remember also that banking and busi-
ness and farming are not falling apart like the one-hoss shay, as
they did in the terrible winter of 1932-1933.

Last year mistakes were made by the leaders of private enter-
prise, by the leaders of labor and by the leaders of Government —
all three.

Last year the leaders of private enterprise pleaded for a sud-
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den curtailment of public spending, and sai.d they' would. ta.ke
up the slack. But they made the mistake qf increasing tlTelr in-
ventories too fast and setting many of their prices too high for
their goods to sell. .

Some labor leaders, goaded by decades of oppressu-)n (?f lab.or,
made the mistake of going too far. They were not wise in using
methods which frightened many well-wishing people. They
asked employers not only to bargain wit}? them but to put up
with jurisdictional disputes at the same time. L

Government, too, made mistakes —mistakes of optimism in
assuming that industry and labor would themse%ve.s ma_ke no
mistakes —and Government made a mistake of timing, in not
passing a farm bill or a wage and hour bill' last year.

As a result of the lessons of all these mistakes we hope th.at
in the future private enterprise — capital -and labor alike—xfrlll
operate more intelligently together, and in greater cooperation
with their own Government than they have in the past. Such
cooperation on the part of both of them will be very welcome to
me. Certainly at this stage there should be a united stand on
the part of both of them to resist wage cuts which would further
reduce purchasing power. o .

Today a great steel company announced a reduction in prices
with a view to stimulating business recovery, and I was grati-
fied to know that this reduction involved no wage cut. Every
encouragement should be given to industry which accepts a large
volume of high wage policy. . '

If this is done, it ought to result in conditions _whlch w1.11
replace a great part of the Governrnen% spending which the fail-
ure of cooperation made necessary this year. '

From March 4, 1933, down, not a single weel? has passed with-
out a cry from the opposition “to dq somethmg,_ to say some-
thing, to restore confidence.” There is a very 'f-lr.tlculate group
of people in this country, with plenty .of ability to procure
publicity for their views, who have consmtentlyf refused to co-
operate with the mass of the people, whether thlr.lgs were going
well or going badly, on the ground that they required more con-
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cessions to their point of view before they would admit having
what they called “confidence.”

‘These people demanded “Iestoration of confidence” when the
banks were closed —and again when the banks were reopened.

They demanded ‘‘restoration of confidence” when hungry
people were thronging the streets—and again when the hun-
gry people were fed and put to work.

They demanded “restoration of confidence” when droughts
hit the country —again now when our fields are laden with
bounteous yields and excessive crops.

‘They demanded “restoration of confidence” last year when
the automobile industry was running three shifts and turning
out more cars than the country could buy —and again this year
when the industry is trying to get rid of an automobile surplus
and has shut down its factories as a result.

It is my belief that many of these people who have been
crying aloud for “confidence” are beginning today to realize
that that hand has been overplayed, and that they are now will-
ing to talk cooperation instead. It is my belief that the mass
of the American people do have confidence in themselves — have
confidence in their ability, with the aid of Government, to solve
their own problems.

It is because you are not satisfied, and I am not satisfied, with
the progress we have made in finally solving our business and
agricultural and social problems that I believe the great ma-
jority of you want your own Government to keep on trying
to solve them. In simple frankness and in simple honesty, I
need all the help I can get—and I see signs of getting more
help in the future from many who have fought against progress
with tooth and nail. :

And now, following out this line of thought, I want to say a
few words about the coming political primaries.

Fifty years ago party nominations were generally made in
conventions —a system typified in the public imagination by a

little group in a smoke-filled room who made out the party
slates.
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The direct primary was invented to make the nominating
process a more democratic one—to give the party voters them-
selves a chance to pick their party candidates.

What I am going to say to you tonight does not relate to the
primaries of any particular political'party, but to matters of
principle in all parties—Democratic, Republican, Farmer-
Labor, Progressive, Socialist, or any other. Let that be clearly
understood. : ' .

It is my hope that everybody affiliated with any party .wﬂl
vote in the primaries, and that every such voter .w111 consider
the fundamental principles for which his party is on record.
That makes for a healthy choice between the candidates of the
opposing parties on Election Day in November. S

An election cannot give a country a firm sense of dlre?tlon if
it has two or more national parties which merely have dxffereflt
names but are as alike in their principles and aims as peas in

the same pod. . .

In the coming primaries in all parties, there will b(? many
clashes between two schools of thought, generally classified as
liberal and conservative. Roughly speaking, the liberal school
of thought recognizes that the new conditions throughout the
world call for new remedies.

Those of us in America who hold to this school of thought,
insist that these new remedies can be adopted and successfully
maintained in this country under our present form of govern-
ment if we use government as an instrument of cooperation
to provide these remedies. We believe that we can so.lve our
problems through continuing effort, through democratic proc-
esses instead of Fascism or Communism. We are o_pposed to t1.1e
kind of moratorium on reform which, in effect, is reaction it-

1f.

* Be it clearly understood, however, that wher.x I.use the word

“liberal,” I mean the believer in progressive prmc*ples of demo-

cratic, representative government and not %he wild man. w.ho,
in effect, leans in the direction of Communism, for that is just
as dangerous as Fascism.
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‘The opposing or conservative school of thought, as a general
proposition, does not recognize the need for Government itself
to step in and take action to meet these new problems. It be-
lieves that individual initiative and private philanthropy will
solve them — that we ought to repeal many of the things we have
done and go back, for instance, to the old gold standard, or stop
all this business of old age pensions and unemployment insur-
ance, or repeal the Securities and Exchange Act, or let monopo-
lies thrive unchecked —return, in effect, to the kind of Govern-
ment we had in the twenties.

Assuming the mental capacity of all the candidates, the im-
portant question which it seems to me the primary voter must
ask is this: “To which of these general schools of thought does
the candidate belong?”

As President of the United States, I am not asking the voters
of the country to vote for Democrats next November as opposed
to Republicans or members of any other party. Nor am I, as Presi-
dent, taking part in Democratic primaries.

As the head of the Democratic Party, however, charged with
the responsibility of carrying out the definitely liberal declara-
tion of principles set forth in the 1936 Democratic platform,
I feel that I have every right to speak in those few instances
where there may be a clear issue between candidates for a2 Demo-
cratic nomination involving these principles, or involving a clear
misuse of my own name. '

Do not misunderstand me. I certainly would not indicate a
preference in a State primary merely because a candidate, other-
wise liberal in outlook, had conscientiously differed with me on
any single issue. I should be far more concerned about the
general attitude of a candidate toward present day problems
and his own inward desire to get practical needs attended to
in a practical way. We all know that progress may be blocked by
outspoken reactionaries and also by those who say “yes” to a
progressive objective, but who always find some reason to op-
pose any specific proposal to gain that objective. I call that type
of candidate a “yes, but” fellow.
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And I am concerned about the attitude of a candidate or his
sponsors with respect to the rights of American citizens to as-
semble peaceably and to express publicly their views and opin-
lons on important social and economic issues. There can be no
constitutional democracy in any community which denies to the
individual his freedom to speak and worship as he wishes. The
American people will not be deceived by anyone who attempts
to suppress individual liberty under the pretense of patriotism.

"This being a free country with freedom of expression —espe-
cially with freedom of the press—there will be a lot of mean
blows struck between now and Election Day. By “blows” I-mean
misrepresentation, personal attack and appeals to prejudice. It
would be a lot better, of course, if campaigns everywhere could
be waged with arguments instead of blows.

I hope the liberal candidates will confine themselves to argu-
ment and not resort to blows. In nine cases out of ten the speaker
or writer who, seeking to influence public opinion, descends
from calm argument to unfair blows hurts himself more than
his opponent.

‘The Chinese have a story on this—a story based on three or
four thousand years of civilization: Two Chinese coolies were
arguing heatedly in the midst of a crowd. A stranger expressed
surprise that no blows were being struck. His Chinese friend re-
plied: “The man who strikes first admits that his ideas have
given out.”

I know that neither in the summer primaries nor in the
November elections will the American voters fail to spot the
candidate whose ideas have given out.

(For a discussion of the struggle to maintain liberalism, see also Intro-
duction to this volume and references cited therein.)
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82. Tercentenary Celebration at Wilming
81 (A Greeting to the National As
the Advancement of Colored Peop!

June 25, 1938
Dear Mr. White:

I am happy to extend to the Twenty-ninth An
of the National Association for the Advance
People cordial greetings and best wishes for t
efforts in advancing the interests of the Negro
ing about that cooperation and understandi:
races so essential to the maintenance of a vit

I have watched with interest the constructiv:
organization, not only in behalf of the Negr
nation, but also in behalf of the democratic id
ples so dear to our entire nation. For it is evic
mocracy can long survive which does not accept
to its very existence the recognition of the rights

I wish you a most successful meeting.

Very sincerely yc

Mr. Walter White,
National Association for the Advancement of
Columbus, Ohio.

82 (Address at the Tercentenary |
Wilmington, Delaware. June 274, 19
Your Royal Highnesses:

"This 15 a day of happy significance to three nat
you, for you represent a true friendship under
lived from the earliest times unmarred by any
by any misunderstanding. You are thrice welcorr

It is a matter of keen sorrow and regret to me
Highness the Crown Prince is unable to be at t)
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In this same period the amount in weekly pay envelopes, in
manufacturing alone, increased by more than $90,000,000.

Results have been partly satisfactory so far as the income of
farmers is concerned. Cash income of farmers for the first six
months of 1933 totaled $2,057,000,000, as compared with
$2,975,000,000 in the first six months of 1939, an increase of
$918,000,000.

All this constitutes an economic achievement of which we
may well be proud. So let us be thankful upon this Labor Day
and the days to come for what we have accomplished in the
great democracy which is the United States and let us pray
that nothing may transpire to interrupt our progress toward
the goal of peace, good will and national well-being, which we
as a people always have had and, please God, always shall have

as our objective in our own interest and that of the world at
large.

118 (“As Long as It Remains Within My Power
to Prevent, There Will Be No Black-out of Peace
In the United States.” Fireside Chat on the War
in Europe. Washington, D.C. September 3, 1939
My fellow Americans and my friends:
ONIGHT my single duty is to speak to the whole of
America.
Until four-thirty this morning I had- hoped

against hope that some miracle would prevent a

' devastating war in Europe and bring to an end the
invasion of Poland by Germany.

For four long years a succession of actual wars and constant
crises have shaken the entire world and have threatened in each
case to brmg on the gigantic conflict which is today unhappily
a fact.
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It is right that I should recall to your minds the consistent
and at times successful efforts of your Government in these
crises to throw the full weight of the United States into the
cause of peace. In spite of spreading wars I think that we have
every right and every reason to maintain as a national policy
the fundamental moralities, the teachings of religion and the
continuation of efforts to restore peace—for some day, though
the time may be distant, we can be of even greater help to a
cnppled humanity.

It is right, too, to point out that the unfortunate events of
these recent years have, without question, been'based on the use
of force and the threat of force. And it seems to me clear, even
at the outbreak of this great war, that the influence of America
should be consistent in seeking for humanity a final peace which
will eliminate, as far as it is possible to do so, the continued use
of force between nations.

It is, of course, impossible to predict the future. I have my
constant stream of information from American representatives
and other sources throughout the world. You, the people of this
country, are receiving news through your radios and your news-
papers at every hour of the day.

You are, I believe, the most enlightened and the best in-
formed people in all the world at this moment. You are sub-
jected to no censorship of news, and I want to add that your
Government has no information which it withholds or which it
has any thought of withholding from you.

At the same time, as I told my press conference on Friday, it
is of the highest importance that the press and the radio use the
utmost caution to discriminate between actual verified fact on
the one hand, and mere rumor on the other.

I can add to that by saying that I hope the people of this
country will also discriminate most carefully between news and
rumor. Do not believe of necessity everything you hear or
read. Check up on it first.

You must master at the outset a simple but unalterable fact
in modern foreign relations between nations. When peace has
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118. Fireside Chat on European War
been broken anywhere, the peace of all countries everywhere
is in danger.

It is easy for you and for me to shrug our shoulders and to
say that conflicts taking place thousands of miles from the con-
tinental United States, and, indeed, thousands of miles from the
whole American Hemisphere, do not seriously affect the Amer-
icas—and that all the United States has to.do is to ignore them
and go about its own business. Passionately though we may desire

- detachment, we are forced to realize that every word that comes

through the air, every ship that sails the sea, every battle that
is fought, does affect the American future.

Let no man or woman thoughtlessly or falsely talk of Amer-
ica sending its armies to European fields. At this moment there
is being prepared a proclamation of American neutrality. This
would have been done even if there had been no neutrality
statute on the books, for this proclamation is in accordance
with international law and in accordance with American policy.

This will be followed by a Proclamation required by the
existing Neutrality Act. And I trust that in the days to come
our neutrality can be made a true neutrality.

It is of the utmost importance that the people of this country,
with the best information in the world, think things through.
The most dangerous enemies of American peace are those who,
without well-rounded information on the whole broad subject
of the past, the present and the future, undertake to speak with
assumed authority, to talk in terms of glittering generalities, to
give to the nation assurances or prophesies which are of little
present or future value,

I myself cannot and do not prophesy the course of events
abroad —and the reason is that, because I have of necessity such
a complete picture of what is going on in every part of the world,
I do not dare to do so. And the other reason is that I think it
is honest for me to be honest with the people of the United
States.

I cannot prophesy the immediate economic effect of this
new war on our nation, but I do say that no American has the
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118. Fireside Chat on European War

moral right to profiteer at the expense eitl.ler of his fellow. c.iti-
zens or of the men, the women and the children who are living
and dying in the midst of war in Europe. . .

Some things we do know. Most of us in the United States
believe in spiritual values. Most of us, regardless of what church
we belong to, believe in the spirit of the New Testament—a
great teaching which opposes itself to the use of force, of arn-led
force, of marching armies and falling bombs. The overwhelm}ng
masses of our people seek peace — peace at hom.e, and the kind
of peace in other lands which will not jeopardize our peace at
home. _

We have certain ideas and certain ideals of national safety,
and we must act to preserve that safety today, and to preserve
the safety of our children in future years. -

That safety is and will be bound up with the safety of the
Western Hemisphere and of the seas adjac?nt thereto. We sc'aek
to keep war from our own firesides by keerg war from coming
to the Americas. For that we have historic preced.ent that goes
back to the days of the Administration of. President George
Washington. It is serious enough and tragic enc'mgl-l to every
American family in every State in the Union to live in a world
that is torn by wars on other continents. Those wars today
affect every American home. It is our national duty to use every
effort to keep them out of the Americas. .

And at this time let me make the simple p}ea that-partlsan-
ship and selfishness be adjourned; and that national unity be the
thought that underlies 2ll others. .

This nation will remain a neutral nation, but I cannot ask
that every American remain neutral in thought as well. Even a
neutral has a right to take account of facts. Even a neutral can-
not be asked to close his mind or his conscience.

I have said not once, but many times, that I have seen war
and that I hate war. I say that again and again.. .

I hope the United States will keep out of this war. I believe
that it will. And I give you assurance and reassurance that every
effort of your Government will be directed toward that end.
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119. Proclamation of Neutrality

As long as it remains within my power to prevent, there will
be no black-out of peace in the United States.
(See Items 119, 120, 123, and 124, this volume, for some of the proclama-

tions and executive orders issued upon the outbreak of the European
war.)

119 (A Proclamation of Neutrality of the
United States Issued Pursuant to General
International Law. Proclamation No.

'

2348. September 5, 1939

‘WhEreas a state of war unhappily exists between Germany
and France; Poland; and the United Kingdom, India, Australia
and New Zealand;

AND WHEREAS the United States is on terms of friendship and
amity with the contending powers, and with the persons inhabit-
ing their several dominions;

AND WHEREAS there are nationals of the United States residing
within the territories or dominions of each of the said belliger-
ents, and carrying on commerce, trade, or other business or
pursuits therein;

AND WHEREAS there are nationals of each of the said belliger-
ents residing within the territory or jurisdiction of the United
States, and carrying on commerce, trade, or other business or
pursuits therein;

AND WHEREAS the laws and treaties of the United States, with-
out interfering with the free expression of opinion and sympathy,
nevertheless impose upon all persons who may be within their
territory and jurisdiction the duty of an impartial neutrality
during the existence of the contest;

AND WHEREAS it is the duty of a neutral Government not to
permit or suffer the making of its territory or territorial waters
subservient to the purposes of war;
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119. Proclamation of Neutrality

NOW, THEREFORE, I, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, President of the
United States of America, in order to preserve the neutrality of
the United States and of its citizens and of persons within its
territory and jurisdiction, and to enforce its laws and treaties,
and in order that all persons, being warned of the general tenor
of the laws and treaties of the United States in this behalf, and
of the law of nations, may thus be prevented from any violation
of the same, do hereby declare and proclaim that by certain pro-
visions of the act approved on the 4th day of March, A.D. 1gog,
commonly known as the ‘“Penal Code of the United States” and
of the act approved on the 15th day of June, A.D. 1914, the
following acts are forbidden to be done, under severe penalties,
within the territory and jurisdiction of the United States, to wit:

1. Accepting and exercising a commission to serve one of the
said belligerents by land or by sea against an opposing bellig-
erent.

2. Enlisting or entering into the service of a belligerent as a
soldier, or as a marine, or seaman on board of any ship of war,
letter of marque, or privateer.

3. Hiring or retaining another person to enlist or enter him-
self in the service of a belligerent as a soldier, or as a marine,
or seaman on board of any ship of war, letter of marque, or
privateer.

4. Hiring another person to go beyond the limits or juris-
diction of the United States with intent to be enlisted as afore-
said.

5. Hiring another person to go beyond the limits or juris-
diction of the United States with intent to be entered into service
as aforesaid.

6. Retaining another person to go beyond the limits or juris-
diction of the United States to be enlisted as aforesaid.

v. Retaining another person to go beyond the limits or juris-
diction of the United States with intent to be entered into serv-
ice as aforesaid. (But the said act of the 4th day of March, A.D.
1909, as amended by the act of the 15th day of June, A.D. 1917,
is not to be construed to extend to a citizen or subject of a bel-
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52. Fireside Chat on National Defense
52 (“At This Time When the World Is Threat-
ened By Forces of Destruction, It Is My Resolve
and Yours to Build Up Our Armed Defenses.”
Fireside Chat on National Defense. May 26, 1940
My friends:

T THis moment of sadness throughout most of the
world, T want to talk with you about a number
of subjects that directly affect the future of the
United States. We are shocked by the almost in-

_ credible eyewitness stories that come to us of
-what is happening at this moment to the civilian populations of
Norway and Holland and Belgium and Luxembourg and
France.

I think it is right on this Sabbath evening that I should say
a word in behalf of women and children and old men who need
help — immediate help in their ‘present distress—help from us
across the seas, from us who are still free to give it.

Tonight over the once peaceful roads of Belgium and France
millions are now moving, running from their homes to escape
bombs and shells and fire and machine gunning, without shelter,
and almost wholly without food. They stumble on, knowing not
where the end of the road will be. I speak to you of these people
because each one of you listening to me_ tonight has a way of
helping them. The American Red Cross, that represents each of
us, is rushing food, clothing and medical supplies to these desti-
tute civilian millions. Please —I beg you — please give according
to your means to your nearest Red Cross chapter, give as gener-

ously as you can. I ask this in the name of our common humanity. ;
Let us sit down together again, you and I, to consider our :

own pressing problems that confront us.
There are many among us who in the past closed their eyes

to events abroad —because they believed in utter good faith .

what some of their fellow Americans told them —that what was
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taking place in Europe was none of our business; that no mat-
ter what happened over there, the United States could always
pursue its peaceful and unique course in the world.

There are many among us who closed their eyes, from lack
of interest or lack of knowledge; honestly and sincerely thinking
that the many hundreds of miles of salt water made the Ameri-

can Hemisphere so remote that the people of North and Central

and South America could go on living in the midst of their

vast resources without reference to, or danger from, other con-

tinents of the world.

There are some among us who were persuaded by minority

groups that we could maintain our physical safety by retiring

within our continental boundaries—the Atlantic on the east,
the Pacific on the west, Canada on the north, and Mexico on

the south. I illustrated the futility —the impossibility —of that

idea in my message to the Congress last week. Obviously, a de-
fense policy based on that is merely to invite future attack.
And, finally, there are a few among us who have deliberately

* and consciously closed their eyes because they were determined

to be opposed to their government, its foreign policy and every
other policy, to be partisan, and to believe that anything that
the Government did was wholly wrong.

To those who have closed their eyes for any of these many
reasons, to those who would not admit the possibility of the

- approaching storm—to all of them the past two weeks have
. meant the shattering of many illusions.

They have lost the illusion that we are remote and isolated

. and, therefore, secure against the dangers from which no other

land is free.
In some quarters, with this rude awakening has come fear,

- bordering on panic. It is said that we are defenseless. It is whis-

pered by some that only by abandoning our freedom, our ideals,
. our way of life, can we build our defenses adequately, can we
- match the strength of the aggressors.

I did not share those illusions. I do not share these fears.
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Today we are now more realistic. But let us not be calamity-
howlers and discount our strength. Let us have done with both
fears and illusions. On this Sabbath evening, in our homes in
the midst of our American families, let us calmly consider what
we have done and what we must do.

In the past two or three weeks all kinds of stories have been
handed out to the American public about our lack of prepared-
ness. It has even been charged that the money we have spent on
our military and naval forces during the last few years has gone
down the rat-hole. I think it is a matter of fairness to the nation
that you hear the facts.

We have spent large sums of money on the national defense.
This money has been used to make our Army and Navy today
the largest, the best equipped, and the best trained peace-time
military establishment in the whole history of this country.

Let me tell you just a few of the many things accomplished
during the past few years.

I do not propose to go into every detail. It is a known fact,
however, that in 1933, when this Administration came into
office, the United States Navy had fallen in standing among the
navies of the world, in power of ships and in efficiency, to a rela-
tively low ebb. The relative fighting power of the Navy had been
greatly diminished by failure to replace ships and equipment,
which had become out-of-date.

But between 1933 and this year, 1940 —seven fiscal years—
your Government will have spent one billion four hundred
eighty-seven million dollars more than it spent on the Navy
during the seven years that preceded 1933.

What did we get for this money?

The fighting personnel of the Navy rose from 79,000 to
145,000.

During this period 215 ships for the fighting fleet have been
laid down or commissioned, practic:{lly seven times the num-
ber in the preceding seven-year period.

Of these 215 ships we have commissioned 12 cruisers; 63
destroyers; 26 submarines; 3 aircraft carriers; 2 gunboats; 7
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auxiliaries and many smaller craft. Among the many ships now
being built and paid for as we build them are 8 new battleships.

Ship construction costs millions of dollars —more in the United
States than anywhere else in the world; but it is a fact that we
cannot have adequate naval defense for all American waters
without ships —ships that sail the surface of the ocean, ships
that move under the surface and ships that move through the
air. And, speaking of airplanes that work with the Navy, in
1933 we had 1,127 useful aircraft and today we have 2,892 on
hand and on order. Nearly all of the old planes of 1933 have
been replaced by new planes because they became obsolete or
worn out. '

The Navy is far stronger today than at any peace-time period
in the whole long history of the Nation. In hitting power and
in efficiency, I would even make the assertion that it is stronger
today than it was during the World War.

The Army of the United States in 1933 consisted of 122,000
enlisted men. Now, in 1940, that number has been practically
doubled. The Army of 1933 had been given few new implements
of war since 1919, and had been compelled to draw on old re-
serve stocks left over from the World War.

The net result of all this was that our Army by 1933 had
very greatly declined in its ratio of strength with the armies
of Europe and of the Far East.

That was the situation I found.

But, since then, great changes have taken place.

Between 1933 and 1940 —these past seven fiscal years—your
Government will have spent $1,292,000,000 more than it spent
on the Army the previous seven years.

What did we get for this money?

The personnel of the Army, as I have said, has been almost
doubled. By the end of this year every existing unit of the
present regular Army will be equipped with its complete re-
quirements of modern weapons. Existing units of the National
Guard will also be largely equipped with similar items.

Here are some striking examples taken from a large number:

Since 1933, we have actually purchased 5,640 airplanes, in-
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cluding the most modern type of long-range bombers and fast
pursuit planeé, though, of course, many of these which were
delivered four, five, six or seven years ago have worn out
through use and been scrapped.

These planes cost money —a lot of it. For example, one mod-
ern four-engine long-range bombing plane costs $350,000; one
modern interceptor pursuit plane costs $133,000; one medium
bomber costs $160,000.

In 1933 we had only g55 anti-aircraft guns. We now have
more than 1,700 modern anti-aircraft guns of all types on hand
or on order. And you ought to know that a three-inch anti-air-
craft gun costs $40,000 without the fire control equipment that
goes with it.

In 1933 there were only 24 modern infantry mortars in the
entire Army. We now have on hand and on order more than
1,600.

In 1933 we had only 48 modern tanks and armored cars; today
we have on hand and on order 1,700. Each one of our heavier
tanks costs $46,000.

There are many other items in which our progress since 1933
has been rapid. And the great proportion of this advance con-
sists of really modern equipment.

In 1933, on the personnel side we had 1,263 Army pilots. To-
day the Army alone has more than 3,000 of the best fighting
fliers in the world, who last year flew more than one million
hours in combat training. That figure does not include the
hundreds of splendid pilots in the National Guard and in the or-
ganized reserves.

Within the past year the productive capacity of the aviation

industry to produce military planes has been tremendously in--

creased. In the past year the capacity more than doubled, but
that capacity is still inadequate. However, the Government,
working with industry, is determined to increase that capacity

to meet our needs. We intend to harness the efficient machinery :
of these manufacturers to the Government’s program of being

able to get 50,000 planes a year.
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One additional word about aircraft, about which we read so
much. Recent wars, including the current war in Europe, have
demonstrated beyond doubt that fighting efficiency depends on
unity of command, unity of control.

In sea operations the airplane is just as much an integral part
of the unity of operations as the submarine, the destroyer and
the battleship; and in land warfare the airplane is just as much
a part of military operations as are the tank corps, the engineers,
the artillery or the infantry itself. Therefore, the air forces
should continue to be part of the Army and Navy.

In line with my request the Congress, this week, is voting
the largest appropriation ever asked by the Army or the Navy in
peace-time; and the equipment and training provided for them
will be in addition to the figures I have given you.

The world situation may so change that it will be necessary

© to reappraise our program at any time. In such case I am con-

fident that the Congress and the Chief Executive will work in
harmony as a team as they are doing today.

I will not hesitate at any moment to ask for additional funds
when they are required. '

In this era of swift, mechanized warfare, we all have to re-
member that what is modern today and up-to-date, what is effi-
cient and practical, becomes obsolete and outworn tomorrow.

Even while the production line turns out airplanes, new air-
planes are being designed on the drafting table.

Even as a cruiser slides down the launching ways, plans for
improvement, plans for increased efficiency in the next model,
are taking shape in the blue-prints of designers.

Every day’s fighting in Europe, on land, on sea, and in the

air, discloses constant changes in methods of warfare. We are

constantly improving and redesigning, testing new weapons,
learning the lessons of the immediate war, and seeking to pro-

" duce in accordance with the latest that the brains of science can
. concelive.

We are calling upon the resources, the efficiency and the in-

! genuity of the American manufacturers of war material of all

235



52. Fireside Chat on National Defense

kinds —airplanes, tanks, guns, ships, and all the hundreds of
products that go into this matériel. The Government of the
United States itself manufactures few of the implements of war.
Private industry will continue to be the source of most of this
matériel; and private industry will have to be speeded up to
produce it at the rate and efficiency called for by the needs of
the times.

I know that private business cannot be expected to make all
of the capital investment required for expansions of plants and
factories and personnel which this program calls for at once.
It would be unfair to expect industrial corporations or their
investors to do this, when there is a chance that a change in in-
ternational affairs may stop or curtail future orders a year or two
hence.

Therefore, the Government of the United States stands ready
to advance the necessary money to help provide for the enlarge-
ment of factories, the establishment of new plants, the employ-
ment of thousands of necessary workers, the development of new
sources of supply for the hundreds of raw materials required,
the development of quick mass transportation of supplies. The
details of all of this are now being worked out in Washington,
day and night. ‘

We are calling on men now engaged in private industry to
help us in carrying out this program, and you will hear more
of this in detail in the next few days. ’

This does not mean that the men we call upon will be en-
gaged in the actual production of this matériel. That will still
have to be carried on in the plants and factories throughout the
land. Private industry will have the responsibility of providing
the best, speediest and most efficient mass production of which
it is capable. The functions of the business men whose assist-
ance we are calling upon will be to coordinate this program—
to see to it that all of the plants continue to operate at maximum
speed and efficiency.

Patriotic Americans of proven merit and of unquestioned
ability in their special fields are coming to Washington to help
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the Government with their training, their experience and their
capability.

It is our purpose not only to speed up production but to in-
crease the total facilities of the nation in such a way that they
can be further enlarged to meet emergencies of the future.

But as this program proceeds there are several things we must
continue to watch and safeguard, things which are just as im-
portant to the sound defense of a nation as physical armament
itself. While our Navy and our airplanes and our guns and our
ships may be our first lines of defense, it is still clear that way
down at the bottom, underlying them all, giving them their
strength, sustenance and power, are the spirit and morale of a
free people.

For that reason, we must make sure, in all that we do, that
there be no breakdown or cancellation of any of the great social
gains we have made in these past years. We have carried on
an offensive on a broad front against social and economic in-
equalities and abuses which had made our society weak. That
offensive should not now be broken down by the.pincers move-
ment of those who would use the present rieeds of physical mili-
tary defense to destroy it.

There is nothing in our present emergency to justify making
the workers of our nation toil for longer hours than now limited
by statute. As more orders come in and as more work has to be
done, tens of thousands of people, who are now unemployed,
will receive employment.

There is nothing in our present emergency to justify a lower-
ing of the standards of employment. Minimum wages should
not be reduced. It is my hope, indeed, that the new speed-up of
production will cause many businesses which now pay below
»i" the minimum standards to bring their wages up.

" There is nothing in our present emergency to justify a break-
ing down of old age pensions or of unemployment insurance.
- I would rather see the systems extended to other groups who do
- not now enjoy them.

There is nothing in our present emergency to justify a retreat
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from any of our social objectives — from conservation of natural
resources, assistance to agriculture, housing, and help to the
under-privileged.

Conversely, however, I am sure that responsible leaders will
not permit some specialized group, which represents a minor-
ity of the total employees of a plant or an industry, to break up

the continuity of employment of the majority of the employees. .

Let us remember that the policy and the laws that provide for
collective bargaining are still in force. I can assure you that labor
will be adequately represented in Washington in the carrying
out of this program of defense.

Also, our present emergency and a common sense of decency
make it imperative that no new group of war millionaires shall
come into being in this nation as a result of the struggles abroad.
The American people will not relish the idea of any American
citizen growing rich and fat in an emergency of blood and
slaughter and human suffering.

And, last of all, this emergency demands that the consumers
of America be protected so that our general cost of living can be
maintained at a reasonable level. We ought to avoid the spiral
processes of-the World War, the rising spiral of costs of all kinds.
The soundest policy is for every employer in the country to help

give useful employment to the millions who are unemployed. By - :

giving to those millions an increased purchasing power, the pros-
perity of the whole nation will rise to a much higher level.

Today’s threat to our national security is not a matter of mili-
tary weapons alone. We know of new methods of attack.

The Trojan Horse. The Fifth Column that betrays a nation
unprepared for treachery.

Spies, saboteurs and traitors are the actors in this new strategy.
With all of these we must and will deal vigorously.

But there is an added technique for weakening a nation at its
very roots, for disrupting the entire pattern of life of a people.
It is important that we understand it.

The method is simple. It is, first, a dissemination of discord. , ‘

A group —not too large —a group that may be sectional or racial
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or political —is encouraged to exploit its prejudices through
false slogans and emotional appeals. The aim of those who de-
liberately egg on these groups is to create confusion of counsel,
public indecision, political paralysis and, eventually, a state of
panic.

Sound national policies come to be viewed with a new and
unreasoning skepticism, not through the wholesome political de-
bates of honest and free men, but through the clever schemes of
foreign agents.

As a result of these new techniques, armament programs may
be dangerously delayed. Singleness of national purpose may be
undermined. Men can lose confidence in each other, and there-
fore lose. confidence in the efficacy of their own united action.
Faith and courage can yield to doubt and fear. The unity of the
State can be so sapped that its strength is destroyed.

All this is no idle dream. It has happened time after time, in
nation after nation, during the last two years. Fortunately,
American men and women are not easy dupes. Campaigns of
group hatred or class struggle have never made much headway,
among us, and are not making headway now. But new forces are
being unleashed, deliberately planned propagandas to divide
and weaken us in the face of danger as other nations have been
weakened before.

These dividing forces are undiluted poison. They must not
be allowed to spread in the New World as they have in the Old.

* Qur morale and our mental defenses must be raised as never

before against those who would cast a smokescreen across our

vision.

The development of our defense program makes it essential
that each and every one of us, men and women, feel that we

" have some contribution to make toward the security of our
- nation.

At this time, when the world —and the world includes our

~own American Hemisphere —is threatened by forces of destruc-
- tion, it is my resolve and yours to build up our armed defenses.
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We shall build them to whatever heights the future may
require.

We shall rebuild them swiftly, as the methods of warfare
swiftly change.

For more than three centuries we Americans have been build-
ing on this continent a free society, a society in which the prom-
ise of the human spirit may find fulfillment. Commingled here
are the blood and genius of all the peoples of the world who
have sought this promise.

We have built well. We are continuing our efforts to bring
the blessings of a free society, of a free and productive economic
system, to every family in the land. This is the promise of
America.

It is this that we must continue to build —this that we must
continue to defend.

It is the task of our generation, yours and mine. But we build
and defend not for our generation alone. We defend the founda-
tions laid down by our fathers. We build a life for generations
yet unborn. We defend and we build a way of life, not for Amer-
ica alone, but for all mankind. Ours is a high duty, a noble task.

Day and night I pray for the restoration of peace in this mad
world of ours. It is not necessary that I, the President, ask the
American people to pray in behalf of such a cause —for I know
you are praying with me.

I am certain that out of the heart of every man, woman and
child in this land, in every waking minute, a supplication goes
up to Almighty God; that all of us beg that suffering and starv-
ing, that death and destruction may end —and that peace may
return to the world. In common affection for all mankind, your
prayers join with mine—that God will heal the wounds and
the hearts of humanity. '

(See following Item for press conference discussion of the response to
the foregoing address; for further discussion of national defense meas-
ures see Introduction and note to Item 48, this volume, and Items listed
in Topical Table, 1937 volume.)
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53 { The Six Hundred and Forty-seventh Press
Conference. May 28, 1940

(Response to “fireside chat” on defense— Advisory Commission to the
Council of National Defense — Duties of members— Taxation for
defense.)

THE PRESIDENT: [ think I can call your attention to the flood of
mail and telegrams that has been coming in since Sunday
night —we have not finished opening and examining them
yet—from people offering help, almost every known way.
About half of them — for instance, Steve [Mr. Early] says they
have examined two thousand letters already and that is by no
means all that have come in—of course there are an awful
lot of telegrams, too—about half of them offering personal
services, retired officers of the last war, dollar-a-year men,
other experts, engineers, physicians, pilots, chemists, et cet-
era, and a very large number from local labor unions,
Chambers of Commerce, and various business associations,
offering the services of their groups. A great many offers of
sites for manufacturing purposes, are coming from public offi-
cials or Chambers of Commerce. A great many factories in
toto are being offered for various purposes. Shipbuilding
plants, furniture companies, manganese mines, airplane
plants, bedding companies, aviation mechanics training
schools, canning company, machine tool company, another
airplane company, a shirt factory, another bedding company,
a general contracting company, an aviation ground school, a
cigar company, a publishing company, a motion-picture com-
pany, yacht, tool and die makers, financial experts in avia-
tion, et cetera and so on. In other words, they are coming in
from all over the country.

In addition to that, prior to what I said about the Red
Cross the other day, I had a great many checks actually
mailed in that had been received. Of course they go straight
over to the Red Cross. One gentleman sat down Sunday
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mas” — for we think in thoughts of futility and not of hope. A
few people are cynics all of the time; some people are cynics
part of the time; but most people keep their faith most of the
time.

That is why we must keep on striving for a better and a
more happy world.

It is unintelligent to be defeatist. Crisis may beget crisis but
the progress underneath does not wholly halt — it does go for-
ward.

In a century we have gained much. Aside from great areas
stricken by actual warfare in the present moment, the lives of
human beings are safer than they were in the olden days. Great
and spreading plagues take smaller toll; starvation of millions
is less; the forces of nature are better controlled. There is n
the civilization we recognize a greater security for the young,
for the worker, for the aged. Charity in the narrower sense of
the word helps the needy more usefully.

Compared with the days when Charles Dickens wrote the
Christmas Carol, we see a definite betterment. We do not claim
attainment, and we recognize that there is much —oh, so much —
to do.

Most of all we ask a chance to do it—yes, a peaceful chance
to do it.

We want to do it the voluntary way —and most human beings
in all the world want to do it the voluntary way. We do not want
to have the way imposed on the world by the conquest of the
world by the sword.

"That would not follow in the footsteps of Christ. That would
not make for happier Christmases in the future of any nation.
Mankind is all one—and what happens in distant lands to-
morrow will leave its mark on the happiness of our Christmases

- to come.

Let us make this Christmas a merry one for the little chil-
dren in our midst. For us of maturer years it cannot be merry.
But for most of us it can be a Happy Christmas if by happi-
ness we mean that we have done with doubts, that we have set
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our hearts against fear, that we still believe in the Golden Rule
for all mankind, that we intend to live more purely in the spirit
of Christ, and that by our works, as well as our words, we will
strive forward in Faith and in Hope and in Love.

In that spirit I wish a Happy Christmas to all, and happier
Christmases yet to come.

149 {“There Can Be No Appeasement With
. . We Must Be the Great Ar-
senal of Democracy.” Fireside Chat on National
Security. White House, Washington, D.C.
December-29, 1940

My friends:

Ruthlessness.

HIs is not a fireside chat on war. It is a talk on na-
tional security; because the nub of the whole pur-
pose of your President is to keep you now, and your
children later, and your grandchildren much later,
+ out of a last-ditch war for the preservation of
American independence and all the things that American inde-
pendence means to you and to me and to ours.

Tonight, in the presence of a world crisis, my mind goes back
eight years to a night in the midst of a domestic crisis. It was a
time when the wheels of American industry were grinding to a
full stop, when the whole banking system of our country had
ceased to function.

I well remember that while I sat in my study in the White
House, preparing to talk with the people of the United States,
I had before my eyes the picture of all those Americans with
whom I was talking. I saw the workmen in the mills, the mines,
the factories; the girl behind the counter; the small shopkeeper;
the farmer doing his spring plowing; the widows and the old
men wondering about their life’s savings.
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I tried to convey to the great mass of American people what

149. Fireside Chat on National Security

from our shores. The Germans and the Italians are being blocked

on the other side of the Atlantic by the British, and'by the

the banking crisis meant to them in their daily lives.
Greeks, and by thousands of soldiers and sailors who were able

Tonight, I want to do the same thing, with the same people,
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in this new crisis which faces America.

We met the issue of 1933 with courage and realism.

We face this new crisis—this new threat to the security of
our nation —with the same courage and realism.

Never before since Jamestown and Plymouth Rock has our
American civilization been in such danger as now.

For, on September 27, 1940, by an agreement signed in Ber-
lin, three powerful nations, two in Europe and one in Asia,
joined themselves together in the threat that if the United States
of America interfered with or blocked the expansion program
of these three nations —a program aimed at world control — they
would unite in ultimate action against the United States.

'The Nazi masters of Germany have made it clear that they™
intend not only to dominate all life and thought in their own
country, but also to enslave the whole of Europe, and then to!
use the resources of Europe to dominate the rest of the world. ]

It was only three weeks ago their leader stated this: “There
are two worlds that stand opposed to each other.” And then in
defiant reply to his opponents, he said this: “Others are correct
when they say: With this world we cannot ever reconcile our-
selves. . . . I can beat any other power in the world.” So said
the leader of the Nazis.

In other words, the Axis not merely admits but proclaims
that there can be no ultimate peace between their philosophy of
government and our philosophy of government.

In view of the nature of this undeniable threat, it can be as-
serted, properly and categorically, that the United States has
no right or reason to encourage talk of peace, until the day
shall come when there is a clear intention on the part of the
aggressor nations to abandon all thought of dominating or con-
quering the world.

At this moment, the forces of the states that are leagued
against all peoples who live in freedom, are being held away
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to escape from subjugated countries. In Asia, the Japanese are
being engaged by the Chinese nation in another great defense.

In the Pacific Ocean is our flect.

Some of our people like to believe that wars in Europe and
in Asia are of no concern to us. But it is a matter of ‘most vita]
concern to us that European and Asiatic war-makers should
not gain control of the oceans which lead to this hemisphere.

One hundred and seventeen years ago the Monroe Doctrine
was conceived by our Government as a measure of defense in the
face of a threat against this hemisphere by an alliance in Con-
tinental Europe. Thereafter, we stood on guard in the Atlantic,
with the British as neighbors. There was no treaty. There was
no ‘“unwritten agreement.”

And yet, there was the feeling, proven correct by history, that
we as neighbors could settle any disputes in peaceful fashion.
The fact is that during the whole of this time the Western
Hemisphere has remained free from aggression from Europe or
from Asia.

Does anyone seriously believe that we need to fear attack
anywhere in the Americas while a free Britain remains our
most powerful naval neighbor in the Atlantic? Does anyonc
seriously believe, on the other hand, that we could rest easy if
the Axis powers were our neighbors there?

If Great Britain goes down, the Axis powers will control
the continents of Europe, Asia, Africa, Australasia, and the high
seas—and they will be in a position to bring enormous military
and naval resources against this hemisphere. It is no exaggera-
tion to say that all of us, in. all the Americas, would be living
at the point of a gun —a gun loaded with explosive bullets, eco-
nomic as well as military.

We should enter upon a new and terrible era in which the
whole world, our hemisphere included, would be run by threats
of brute force. To ;urvive in such a world, we would have to con-
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vert ourselves permanently into a militaristic power on the basis
of war economy.

Some of us like to believe that even if Great Britain falls,
we are still safe, because of the broad expanse of the Atlantic
and of the Pacific.

But the width of those oceans is not what it was in the days
of clipper ships. At one point between Africa and Brazil the
distance is less than from Washington to Denver, Colorado—
five hours for the latest type of bomber. And at the North end of
the Pacific Ocean America and Asia almost touch each other.

Even today we have planes that could fly from the British
Isles to New England and back again without refueling. And
remember that the range of the modern bomber is ever being
increased.

During the past week many people in all parts of the nation
have told me what they wanted me to say tonight. Almost all
of them expressed a courageous desire to hear the plain truth
about the gravity of the situation. One telegram, however, ex-
pressed the attitude of the small minority who want to see no
evil and hear no evil, even though they know in their hearts
that evil exists. That telegram begged me not to tell again of
the ease with which our American cities could be bombed by
any hostile power which had gained bases in this Western Hemi-
sphere. The gist of that telegram was: “Please, Mr. President,
don’t frighten us by telling us the facts.”

Frankly and definitely there is danger ahead —danger against
which we must prepare. But we well know that we cannot escape
danger, or the fear of danger, by crawling into bed and pulling
the covers over our heads.

Some nations of Europe were bound by solemn non-interven-
tion pacts with Germany. Other nations were assured by Ger-
many that they need never fear invasion. Non-intervention pact
or not, the fact remains that they were attacked, overrun and
thrown into the modern form of slavery at an hour’s notice,
or even without any notice at all. As an exiled leader of one
of these nations said to me the other day—“The notice was a
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minus quantity. It was given to my Government two hours after
German troops had poured into my country in a hundred
places.”

The fate of these nations tells us what it means to live at the
point of a Nazi gun.

The Nazis have justified such actions by various pious frauds.
One of these frauds is the claim that they are occupying a nation
for the purpose of “restoring order.” Another is that they are
occupying or controlling a nation on the excuse that they are
“protecting it” against the aggression of somebody else.

For example, Germany has said that she was occupying Bel-
gium to save the Belgians from the British. Would she then
hesitate to say to any South American country, “We are oc-
cupying you to protect you from aggression by the United
States’?

Belgium today is being used as an invasion base against
Britain, now fighting for its life. Any South American country,
in Nazi hands, would always constitute a jumping-off place for
German attack on any one of the other Republics of this hemi-
sphere.

Analyze for yourselves the future of two other places even
nearer to Germany if the Nazis won. Could Ireland hold out?
Would Irish freedom be permitted as an amazing pet exception
in an unfree world? Or the Islands of the Azores which still fly
the flag of Portugal after five centuries? You and I think of
Hawaii as an outpost of defense in the Pacific. And yet, the
Azores are closer to our shores in the Atlantic than Hawaii is
on the other side. '

There are those who say that the Axis powers would never
have any desire to attack the Western Hemisphere. That is the
same dangerous form of wishful thinking which has destroyed
the powers of resistance of so many conquered peoples. The plain
facts are that the Nazis have proclaimed, time and again, that
all other races are their inferiors and therefore subject to their
orders. And most important of all, the vast resources and wealth
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of this American Hemisphere constitute the most tempting loot
in all the round world.

Let us no longer blind ourselves to the undeniable fact that
the evil forces which have crushed and undermined and cor-
rupted so many others are already within our own gates. Your
Government knows much about them and every day is ferreting
them out. .

"Their secret emissaries are active in our own and in neighbor-
ing countries. They seek to stir up suspicion and dissension to
cause internal strife. They try to turn capital against labor, and
vice versa. They try to reawaken long slumbering racial and
religious enmities which should have no Place in this country.
They are active in every group that promotes intolerance. They
exploit for their own ends our natural abhorrence of war. These
trouble-breeders have but one purpose. It is to divide our people
into hostile groups and to destroy our unity and shatter our
will to defend ourselves.

‘There are also American citizens, many of them in high places,
who, unwittingly in most cases, are aiding and abetting the work
of these agents. I do not charge these American citizens with
being foreign agents. But I do charge them with doing exactly
the kind of work that the dictators want done in the United
States.

These people not only believe that we can save our own skins
by shutting our eyes to the fate of other nations. Some of them
go much further than that. They say that we can and should
become the friends and even the partners of the Axis powers.
Some of them even suggest that we should imitate the methods
of the dictatorships. Americans never can and never will do that.

The experience of the past two years has proven beyond
doubt that no nation can appease the Nazis. No man can tame
a tiger into a kitten by stroking it. There can be no appease-
ment with ruthlessness. There can be no reasoning with an
incendiary bomb. We know now that a nation can have peace
with the Nazis only at the price of total surrender.

Even the people of Italy have been forced to become ac-
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complices of the Nagis; but at this momen they do not know

the Netherlands, Denmark, and France. They tell you that the

Axis powers are going to win an is E

yway; that all this bloodshed j
the world C(_)ulel be saved; that the United States might just aI;
well throw jts influence into the scale of a dictateq peace, and

to the Axis powers.
.Wlth all their vaunteq efficiency, with aq their parade of

a reYlvaI of the oldest and the worst tyranny. In that there is
no liberty, no religion, no hope.

The proposed “new order” is the Very opposite of a United
States of Europe or a United States of Asia. It is not a Govern-

The Brmsh' people and their allies today are conducting an
active war against this unholy alliance. Qur own future security
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is greatly dependent on the outcome of that fight. Our ability
to “keep out of war” is going to be affected by that outcome.

Thinking in terms of today and tomorrow, I make the direct
statement to the American people that there is far less chance
of the United States getting into war, if we do all we can now
to support the nations defending themselves against attack by
the Axis than if we acquiesce in their defeat, submit tamely to
an Axis victory, and wait our turn to be the object of attack
in another war later on.

If we are to be completely honest with ourselves, we must
admit that there is risk in any course we may take. But I deeply
believe that the great majority of our people agree that the
course that I advocate involves the least risk now and the great-
est hope for world peace in the future.

The people of Europe who are defending themselves do not
ask us to do their fighting. They ask us for the implements of
war, the planes, the tanks, the guns, the freighters which will
enable them to fight for their liberty and for our security.
Empbatically we must get these weapons to them in sufficient
volume and quickly enough, so that we and our children will
be saved the agony and suffering of war which others have had
to endure.

Let not the defeatists tell us that it is too late. It will never
be earlier. Tomorrow will be later than today.

Certain facts are self-evident.

In a military sense Great Britain and the British Empire
are today the spearhead of resistance to world conquest. They
are putting up a fight which will live forever in the story of
human gallantry. .

There is no demand for sending an American Expeditionary
Force outside our own borders. There is no intention by any
member of your Government to send such a force. You can,
therefore, nail any talk about sending armies to Europe as de-
liberate untruth.

Our national policy is not directed toward war. Its sole pur-
pose is to keep war away from our country and our people.
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Democracy’s fight against world conquest is being greatly
aided, and must be more greatly aided, by the rearmament of
the United States and by sending every ounce and every ton
of munitions and supplies that we can possibly spare to help
the defenders who are in the front lines. It is no more unneutral
for us to do that than it is for Sweden, Russia and other nations
near Germany, to send steel and ore and oil and other war
materials into Germany every day in the week.

We are planning our own defense with the utmost urgency;
and in its vast scale we must integrate the war needs of Britain
and the other free nations which are resisting aggression.

This is not a matter of sentiment or of controversial personal
opinion. It is a matter of realistic, practical military policy, based
on the advice of our military experts who are in close touch with
existing warfare. These military and naval experts and the
members of the Congress and the Administration have a single-
minded purpose — the defense of the United States.

This nation is making a great effort to produce everything
that is necessary in this emergency —and with all possible speed.
This great effort requires great sacrifice.

I would ask no one to defend a democracy which in turn
would not defend everyone in the nation against want and
privation. The strength of this nation shall not be diluted by
the failure of the Government to protect the economic well-
being of its citizens.

If our capacity to produce is limited by machines, it must ever
be remembered that these machines are operated by the skill
and the stamina of the workers. As the Government is deter-
mined to protect the rights of the workers, so the nation has a
right to expect that the men who man the machines will dis-
charge their full responsibilities to the urgent needs of defense.

The worker possesses the same human dignity and is en-
titled to the same security of position as the engineer or the
manager or the owner. For the workers provide the human
power that turns out the destroyers, the airplanes and the tanks.

The nation expects our defense industries to continue opera-
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tion without interruption by strikes or lock-outs. It expects and
insists that management and workers will reconcile their dif-
ferences by voluntary or legal means, to continue to produce
the supplies that are so sorely needed. d

And on the economic side of our great defense program, we
art?, as you know, bending’ every effort to maintain stabilit’y of
prices and with that the stability of the cost of living.

Nn?e d.ays ago I announced the setting up of a more effective
organization to direct our gigantic efforts to increase the pro-
duction of munitions. The appropriation of vast sums of mone
and a well coordinated executive direction of our defense effortz
are not in themselves enough. Guns, planes, ships and man
other.things have to be built in the factories and arsenals o};
Amerlca.. They have to be produced by workers and managers
and engineers with the aid of machines which in turn have to
be built by hundreds of thousands of workers through
be ® . ghout the

In this great work there has been splendid cooperation be-
:;:r:zlr(lﬁilll.e Government and industry and labor; and I am very
. American industrial genius, unmatched throughout the world
in th.e solution of production problems, has been called upon
to bring its resources and its talents into action. Manufactufers
of w.atches, farm implements, linotypes, cash registers, auto-
mobiles, sewing machines, lawn mowers and locomoti\,/es are
now making fuses, bomb packing crates, telescope mounts, shell
pistols and tanks. ’ *

But a-ll our present efforts are not enough. We must have
more ships, more guns, more planes—more of everything. This
can only be accomplished if we discard the notion of "bgl;sine
as usual.” This job cannot be done merely by superim osins s
on the existing productive facilities the added requi s of
the nation for defense. uirements of

Our defense efforts must not be blocked by those who fear
the future consequences of surplus plant capacity. The possible
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consequences of failure of our defense efforts now are much
more to be feared.

After the present needs of our defenses are past, a proper
handling of the country’s peace-time needs will require all the
new productive capacity —if not more.

No pessimistic policy about the future of America shall delay
the immediate expansion of those industries essential to de-
fense. We nced them.

I want to make it clear that it is the purpose of the nation
to build now with all possible speed every machine, every ar-
senal, every factory that we need to manufacture our defense
material. We have the men — the skill —the wealth —and above
all, the will.

I am confident that if and when production of consumer or
luxury goods in certain industries requires the use of machines
and raw materials that are essential for defense purposes, then
such production must yield, and will gladly yield, to our pri-
mary and compelling purpose.

I appeal to the owners of plants—to the managers—to the
workers—to our own Government employees—to put every
ounce of effort into producing these munitions swiftly and with-
out stint. With this appeal I give you the pledge that all of us
who are officers of your Government will devote ourselves to
the same whole-hearted extent to the great task that lies ahead.

As planes and ships and guns and shells are produced, your
Government, with its defense experts, can then determine how
best to use them to defend this hemisphere. The decision as to
how much shall be sent abroad and how much shall remain at
home must be made on the basis of our over-all military neces-
sities.

We must be the great arsenal of democracy. For us this is an
emergency as serious as war itself. We must apply ourselves to
our task with the same resolution, the same sense of urgency,

the same spirit of patriotism and sacrifice as we would show

were we at war.
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We have furnished the British great material support and
we will furnish far more in the future.

There will be no “bottlenecks” in our determination to aid
Great Britain. No dictator, no combination of dictators, will
weaken that determination by threats of how they will construe
that determination. '

The British have received invaluable military support from
the heroic Greek army, and from the forces of all the govern-
ments in exile. Their strength is growing. It is the strength of
men and women who value their freedom more highly than
they value their lives.

I believe that the Axis powers are not going to win this war.
I base that belief on the latest and best information.

We have no excuse for defeatism. We have every good reason
for hope —hope for peace, hope for the defense of our civiliza-
tion and for the building of a better civilization in the future.

I have the profound conviction that the American people are
now determined to put forth a mightier effort than they have
ever yet made to increase our production of all the implements
of defense, to meet the threat to our democratic faith.

As President of the United States I call for that national ef-
fort. I call for it in the name of this nation which we love and
honor and which we are privileged and proud to serve. I call

upon our people with absolute confidence that our common
cause will greatly succeed.

(See note to Item 152, this volume, for discussion of the Lend-Lease

Act, which carries out the policy of making America the “great arsenal
of democracy.”)
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150. Seven Hundred and Sixth Press Conference

150  The Seven Hundred and, Sixth Press Con-

ference. January 3§, 1941

(Construction of merchant ships— Special misrvion of Ha.'rry H opl?w:s
to Great Britain— Supplies from surrounding countries sent into
Germany — Steel production facilities. ) .

THE PRESIDENT: There are only two things I can think of for ym;
One is that because it is perfectly ob.v10us that so mufc
tonnage in the way of ships has been going to the bottom zi
a year and a half, probably at the end of the war, sooner ”
later, there will be a shortage —a world shortage — of tonnage.
Therefore we have begun taking the first steps toward a pro-
gram of building about 200 merchant ships—a program
which will cost somewhere around $300,000,000, betlween
$300,000,000 and $350,000,000, in a number of new plants.
This is on the general theory that t.he?e has been a tremerlli
dous expansion in existing shipbuilding plan.ts,.as you ;11
know; and the time seems to have come when it 1s a.dv1sa e
to create some new plants. Toward that program, n grde'r
to get started, 1 have taken 35:9,6,000,000 out of the President’s

Special Contract Authorization Fund. s
The other thing: —I expect next we.ek. to senc! to the Sen
ate a name for Ambassador to Great Britain; but in the meani
time I am asking Harry Hopkins to go over as my .Izlerso.nat
represeﬁtative for a very short trip to the othf:r side, ]us1
to maintain — I suppose that is the best word for it— person.zi1
contact between me and the British Government. Hewak
only be over there a couple of weeks, and then come bac
Q. }Il)e;:s; Mr. Hopkins have any special mission, Mr. President?
THE PRESIDENT: No, no, nol
Q. Any title? N !
: No, no
TQleI: Rtl}‘:ls;::m%:)o,ooo,ooo to be for constructing new yards, or
actual construction of ships?
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88 (“When You See a Rattlesnake Poised to
Strike, You Do Not Wait Until He Has Struck
Before You Crush Him” — Fireside Chat to the
Nation. September 11, 1941

"T'ue Navy Department of the United States has reported to me
that on the morning of September fourth the United States de-
stroyer Greer, proceeding in full daylight toward Iceland, had
reached a point southeast of Greenland. She was carrying Ameri-
can mail to Iceland. She was flying the American flag. Her
identity as an American ship was unmistakable. .

She was then and there attacked by a submarine. Germany
admits that it was a German submarine. The submarine deliber-
ately fired a torpedo at the Greer, followed later by another tor-
pedo attack. In spite of what Hitler’s propaganda bureau has in-
vented, and in spite of what any American obstructionist organi-
zation ‘'may prefer to believe, I tell you the blunt fact that the
German submarine fired first upon this American destroyer with-
out warning, and with deliberate design to sink her.

Our destroyer, at the time, was in waters which the Govern-
ment of the United States had declared to be waters of self-de-
fense — surrounding outposts of American protection in the
Atlantic.

In the North of the Atlantic, outposts have been established
by us in Iceland, in Greenland, in Labrador and in Newfound-
land. Through these waters there pass many ships of many flags.
They bear food and other supplies to civilians; and they bear
matériel of war, for which the people of the United States are

spending billions of dollars, and which, by Congressional action, -

they have declared to be essential for the defense of our own land.
The United States destroyer, when attacked, was proceeding
on a legitimate mission.
If the destroyer was visible to the submarine when the torpedo
was fired, then the attack was a deliberate attempt by the Nazis to
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sing a clearly identified American warship. On the other hand,
if the submarine was beneath the surface of the sea and, with the
aid of its listening devices, fired in the direction of the sound of
the American destroyer without even taking the trouble to learn
its identity — as the official German communiqué would indicate
— then the attack was even more outrageous. For it indicates a
policy of indiscriminate violence against any vessel sailing the
seas — belligerent or non-belligerent.

This was piracy — piracy legally and morally. It was not the
first nor the last act of piracy which the Nazi Government has
committed against the American flag in this war. For attack has
followed attack.

A few months ago an American flag merchant ship, the Robin
Moor, was sunk by a Nazi submarine in the middle of the South
Atlantic, under circumstances violating long-established interna-
tional law and violating every principle of humanity. The pas-
sengers and the crew were forced into open boats hundreds of
miles from land, in direct violation of international agreements
signed by nearly all Nations including the Government of Ger-
many. No apology, no allegation of mistake, no offer of repara-
tions has come from the Nazi Government.

In July, 1941, an American battleship in North American
waters was followed by a submarine which for a long time sought
to maneuver itself into a position of attack. The periscope of the
submarine was clearly seen. No British or American submarines
were within hundreds of miles of this spot at the time, so the na-
tionality of the submarine is clear.

Five days ago a United States Navy ship on patrol picked up
three survivors of an American-owned ship operating under the
flag of our sister Republic of Panama — the S.S. Sessa. On August
seventeenth, she had been first torpedoed without warning, and
then shelled, near Greenland, while carrying civilian supplies to
Iceland. It is feared that the other members of her crew have
been drowned. In view of the established presence of German
submarines in this vicinity, there can be no reasonable doubt
as to the identity of the flag of the attacker.
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Five days ago, another United States merchant ship, the Steel
Seafarer, was sunk by a German aircraft in the Red Sea two hun-
dred and twenty miles south of Suez. She was bound for an Egyp-
tian port.

So four of the vessels sunk or attacked flew the American flag
and were clearly identifiable. Two of these ships were warships
of the American Navy. In the fifth case, the vessel sunk clearly
carried the flag of our sister Republic of Panama.

In the face of all this, we Americans are keeping our feet on
the ground. Our type of democratic civilization has outgrown the
thought of feeling compelled to fight some other Nation by rea-
son of any single piratical attack on one of our ships. We are not
becoming hysterical or losing our sense of proportion. There-
fore, what I am thinking and saying tonight does not relate to
any isolated episode.

Instead, we Americans are taking a long-range point of view in
regard to certain fundamentals and to a series of events on land
and on sea which must be considered as a whole —as a part of a
world pattern.

It would be unworthy of a great Nation to exaggerate an iso-
lated incident, or to become inflamed by some one act of violence.
But it would be inexcusable folly to minimize such incidents in
the face of evidence which makes it clear that the incident is not
isolated, but is part of a general plan.

The important truth is that these acts of international law-
lessness are a manifestation of a design which has been made
clear to the American people for a long time. It is the Nazi design
to abolish the freedom of the seas, and to acquire absolute con-
trol and domination of these seas for themselves.

For with control of the seas in their own hands, the way can
obviously become clear for their next step — domination of the
. United States — domination of the Western Hemisphere by force
of arms. Under Nazi control of the seas, no merchant ship of the
United States or of any other American Republic would be free
to carry on any peaceful commerce, except by the condescending
grace of this foreign and tyrannical power. The Atlantic Ocean

386

88. Fireside Chat on National Defense

which has been, and which should always be, a free and friendly
highway for us would then become a deadly menace to the com-
merce of the United States, to the coasts of the United States, and
even to the inland cities of the United States.

The Hitler Government, in defiance of the laws of the sea, in
defiance of the recognized rights of all other Nations, has pre-
sumed to declare, on paper, that great areas of the seas — even in-
cluding a vast expanse lying in the Western Hemisphere — are to
be closed, and that no ships may enter them for any purpose, ex-
cept at peril of being sunk. Actually they are sinking ships at will
and without warning in widely separated areas both within and
far outside of these far-flung pretended zones.

This Nazi attempt to seize control of the oceans is but a coun-
terpart of the Nazi plots now being carried on throughout the
Western Hemisphere —all designed toward the same end. For
Hitler’s advance guards — not only his avowed agents but also his
dupes among us — have sought to make ready for him footholds
and bridgeheads in the New World, to be used as soon as he has
gained control of the oceans.

His intrigues, his plots, his machinations, his sabotage in this
New World are all known to the Government of the United
States. Conspiracy has followed conspiracy.

For example, last year a plot to seize the Government of Uru-
guay was smashed by the prompt action of that country, which
was supported in full by her American neighbors. A like plot
was then hatching in Argentina, and that Government has care-
fully and wisely blocked it at every point. More recently, an en-
deavor was made to subvert the Government of Bolivia. And
within the past few weeks the discovery was made of secret air-
landing fields in Colombia, within easy range of the Panama
Canal. I could multiply instance upon instance.

- To be ultimately successful in world mastery, Hitler knows
that he must get control of the seas. He must first destroy the
bridge of ships which we are building across the Atlantic and
over which we shall continue to roll the implements of war to
help destroy him, to destroy all his works in the end. He must
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wipe out our patrol on sea and in the air if he is to do it. He must
silence the British Navy.

I think it must be explained over and over again to people
who like to think of the United States Navy as an invincible pro-
tection, that this can be true only if the British Navy survives.
And that, my friends, is simple arithmetic.

For if the world outside of the Americas falls under Axis dom-
ination, the shipbuilding facilities which the Axis powers would
then possess in all of Europe, in the British Isles, and in the Far
East would be much greater than all the shipbuilding facilities
and potentialities of all of the Americas — not only greater, but
two or three times greater — enough to win. Even if the United
States threw all its resources into such a situation, seeking to
double and even redouble the size of our Navy, the Axis powers,
in control of the rest of the world, would have the manpower and
the physical resources to outbuild us several times over.

It is time for all Americans, Americans of all the Americas to
stop being deluded by the romantic notion that the Americas
can go on living happily and peacefully in a Nazi-dominated
world.

Generation after generation, America has battled for the gen-
eral policy of the freedom of the seas. And that policy is a very
simple one — but a basic, a fundamental one. It means that no
Nation has the right to make the broad oceans of the world at
great distances from the actual theater of land war unsafe for the
commerce of others.

That has been our policy, proved time and time again, in all
our history.

Our policy has applied from the earliest days of the Republic
—and still applies — not merely to the Atlantic but to the Pacific
and to all other oceans as well.

Unrestricted submarine warfare in 1941 constitutes a defiance
—an act of aggression —against that historic American policy.

It is now clear that Hitler has begun his campaign to control
the seas by ruthless force and by wiping out every vestige of in-
ternational law, every vestige of humanity.
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His intention has been made clear. The American people can
have no further illusions about it.

No tender whisperings of appeasers that Hitler is not inter-
ested in the Western Hemisphere, no soporific lullabies that a
wide ocean protects us from him — can long have any effect on
the hard-headed, far-sighted, and realistic American people.

Because of these episodes, because of the movements and opera-
tions of German warships, and because of the clear, repeated
proof that the present Government of Germany has no respect
for treaties or for international law, that it has no decent attitude
toward neutral Nations or human life —we Americans are now
face to face not with abstract theories but with cruel, relentless
facts.

This attack on the Greer was no localized military operation in
the North Atlantic. This was no mere episode in a struggle be-
tween two Nations. This was one determined step toward creat-
ing a permanent world system based on force, on terror, and on
murder.

And I am sure that even now the Nazis are waiting to see
whether the United States will by silence give them the green
light to go ahead on this path of destruction.

The Nazi danger to our Western world has long ceased to be a
mere possibility. The danger is here now — not only from a mili-
tary enemy but from an enemy of all law, all liberty, all morality,
all religion.

There has now come a time when you and I must see the cold,
inexorable necessity of saying to these inhuman, unrestrained
seekers of world conquest and permanent world domination by
the sword: “You seek to throw our children and our children’s
children into your form of terrorism and slavery. You have now
attacked our own safety. You shall go no further.”

Normal practices of diplomacy — note writing — are of no pos-
sible use in dealing with international outlaws who sink our
ships and kill our citizens.

One peaceful Nation after another has met disaster because
each refused to look the Nazi danger squarely in the eye until it
actually had them by the throat.
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The United States will not make that fatal mistake.

No act of violence, no act of intimidation will keep us from
maintaining intact two bulwarks of American defense: F irst, our
line of supply of matériel to the enemies of Hitler; and second,
the freedom of our shipping on the high seas.

No matter what it takes, no matter what it costs, we will keep
open the line of legitimate commerce in these defensive waters.

We have sought no shooting war with Hitler. We do not seek
it now. But neither do we want peace so much, that we are will-
ing to pay for it by permitting him to attack our naval and mer-
chant ships while they are on legitimate business.

I assume that the German leaders are not deeply concerned,
tonight or any other time, by what we Americans or the Ameri-
can Government say or publish about them. We cannot bring
about the downfall of Nazism by the use of long-range invective.

But when you see a rattlesnake poised to strike, you do not
wait until he has struck before you crush him.

"These Nazi submarines and raiders are the rattlesnakes of the
Atlantic. They are a menace to the free pathways of the high seas.
They are a challenge to our sovereignty. They hammer at our
most precious rights when they attack ships of the American flag
— symbols of our independence, our freedom, our very life,

It is clear to all Americans that the time has come when the
Americas themselves must now be defended. A continuation of
attacks in our own waters, or in waters that could be used for fur-
ther and greater attacks on us, will inevitably weaken our Ameri-
can ability to repel Hitlerism.

Do not let us be hair-splitters. Let us not ask ourselves whether
the Americas should begin to defend themselves after the first

attack, or the fifth attack, or the tenth attack, or the twentieth
attack.

The time for active defense is now.
Do not let us split hairs. Let us not say: “We will only defend

ourselves if the torpedo succeeds in getting home, or if the crew
and the passengers are drowned.”

This is the time for prevention of attack.
If submarines or raiders attack in distant waters, they can at-
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tack equally well within sight of our own sh-ores. 'ljhecllr fvez
presence in any waters which America deems vital to its defen:

i ttack. ]
0011115:1;1; iAsraat:r: which we deem necessary for our defense, .Amer'l-
can naval vessels and American planes will no lc.mge-r wait until
Axis subfnarines lurking under the water, or Axis raiders on the
surface of the sea, strike their deadly blow — ﬁr'st. .

Upon our naval and air patrol — now operating in large num;
ber over a vast expanse of the Atlantic Ocean — falls the duty o
maintaining the American policy of freedom of the seas —nov;r.
That means, very simply, very clearly, tl}at our patrolling vessels
and planes will protect all merchant f;hlps —not orfly Amzrlfcari
ships but ships of any flag — engaged in commerce in f)ur e e-xil
sive waters. They will protect them from submarines; they wi

from surface raiders. ‘
proTt;ciz :i}:ir:tion is not new. The secpnd President of the United
States, John Adams, ordered the Umte.d States Navy ‘tohclean out
European privateers and European ShlpS' of war which were in-
festing the Caribbean and South American waters, destroying
i ommerce.

An"i?}::acilr:i:d President of the United States, Thomas _]efferson,
ordered the United States Navy to end the .attacks bemg mad(;
upon American and other ships by the corsairs of the Nations o
North Africa. o N

My obligation as President is historic; it is clear. It is inescap-
abﬁ.is no act of war on our part when we decide to'p.rotef:t the
seas that are vital to American defense. The aggression 1s not
ours. Ours is solely defense. .

But let this warning be clear. From now on, 1§ German.or
Italian vessels of war enter the waters, the protectl.on of whlc.h
is necessary for American defense, they do so at tl}elr own peril.

The orders which I have given as Commander in Chle'f of the
United States Army and Navy are to carry out that policy —at
once.
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‘The sole responsiblity rests upon Germany. There will be no
shootng unless Germany continues to seek it.

That is my obvious duty in this crisis. That is the clear right
of this sovereign Nation. This is the only step possible, if we
would keep tight the wall of defense which we are pledged to
maintain around this Western Hemisphere.

I have no illusions about the gravity of this step. I have not
taken it hurriedly or lightly. It is the result of months and months
of constant thought and anxiety and prayer. In the protection of
your Nation and mine it cannot be avoided.

The American people have faced other grave crises in their
history — with American courage, and with American resolution.
They will do no less today.

They know the actualities of the attacks upon us. They know
the necessities of a bold defense against these attacks. They know
that the times call for clear heads and fearless hearts. .

And with that inner strength that comes to a free people con-
scious of their duty, and conscious of the righteousness of what
they do, they will — with Divine help and guidance — stand their
ground against this latest assault upon their democracy, their
sovereignty, and their freedom.

NOTE: See also Item 87, this vol- ference discussion of the torpedoing
ume, for the President’s press con- of the Greer.

89 (The Seven Hundred and Seventieth Press
Conference (Excerpts). September 23, 1941
(Sinking of Pink Star — Arming of merchant ships — Seamen’s strike.)

THE PRESIDENT: I just got word from the Navy Department that
that ship that the State Department told you about this
morning was sunk.on Friday last, at 23 hours and 2 5 minutes
G.M.T. (Greenwich Mean Time) on Friday night, which of
course, if you work it out for the position of the ship at the
time, was Saturday morning, obviously — 2g:25, for those of
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you who don’t go on a 24-hour day, means 11:25 .M. And
G.M.T. means Zero time, or Greenwich time; which trans-
lated into the position of the ship would be two or three
“hours’ difference in time. I am wrong on that— it wouldn’t
have been Saturday morning, it would be early in the evening
[Friday] at that time.

Q. Nine o’clock.

THE PRESIDENT: The latitude was 61 (degrees) 36 (minutes).
North. The longitude was g5 (degrees) 07 (minutes) West.
And for those of you who haven’t got maps, it was about 275
miles northeast of Cape Farewell, which is the southern tip of
Greenland.

Q. Northeast?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Obviously it could not be northwest, be-
cause then it would have been the other side of Green-
land. . ..

Q. What was that longitude?

THE PRESIDENT: Thirty-five (degrees) o7 (minutes).

Q. Mr. President, any indication as to what happened to the
crew? : 3
THE PRESIDENT: No word as to whether there are any survivors
or not. The only information we have is that it was a sub-
marine attack, and the ship was in company with a Canadian-

escorted convoy.

Q. Was the ship bound for Britain, or for Iceland, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: Iceland.

Q. How did you get the word on this?

THE PRESIDENT: I don’t think I can tell you that.

Q. Mr. President, was it a general cargo, or any specific cargo?

THE PRESIDENT: General cargo.

Q. Mr. President, do you think that these ships that are being
sunk so rapidly, should be provided with some measures of
self-defense?

THE PRESIDENT: That is a pending question. In other words, this
whole thing — if we look at it from the point of view of each
little detail, aren’t we rather greatly overlooking, or tending
to overlook the main objective, which is national defense?
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between them, and see that they don’t clash in what they
give out. . . .
Q. Will there eventually be a censor that we can get our teeth

into?
THE PRESIDENT: It is awfully hard to answer it. Talk to Steve
[Early] about this. . . . What we want is to get the news out as

soon as we can, subject to the two qualifications, and do it in
the most convenient way. In other words, our objectives are
exactly alike. It is going to work all right.

127 {“We Are Going to Win the War and We
Are Going to Win the Peace That Follows” —
Fireside Chat to the Nation Following the
Declaration of War with Japan.

December g, 1941

T sudden criminal attacks perpetrated by the Japanese in the
Pacific provide the climax of a decade of international immo-
rality.

Powerful and resourceful gangsters have banded together to
make war upon the whole human race. Their challenge has now
been flung at the United States of America. The Japanese have
treacherously violated the long-standing peace between us. Many
American soldiers and sailors have been killed by enemy action.
American ships have been sunk; American airplanes have been
destroyed. '

The Congress and the people of the United States have ac-
cepted that challenge.

Together with other free peoples, we are now fighting to main-
tain our right to live among our world neighbors in freedom
and in common decency, without fear of assault.

I have prepared the full record of our past relations with
Japan, and it will be submitted to the Congress. It begins with
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the visit of Commodore Perry to Japan 88 years ago. It ends with
the visit of two Japanese emissaries to the Secretary of State last
Sunday, an hour after Japanese forces had loosed their bombs
and machine guns against our flag, our forces, and our citizens.

I can say with utmost confidence that no Americans, today or
a thousand years hence, need feel anything but pride in our
patience and in our efforts through all the years toward achieving
a peace in the Pacific which would be fair and honorable to every
Nation, large or small. And no honest person, today or a thou-
sand years hence, will be able to suppress a sense of indignation
and horror at the treachery committed by the military dictators
of Japan, under the very shadow of the flag of peace borne by
their special envoys in our midst.

The course that Japan has followed for the past ten years in
Asia has paralleled the course of Hitler and Mussolini in Europe
and in Africa. Today, it has become far more than a parallel. It
is actual collaboration so well calculated that all the continents
of the world, and all the oceans, are now considered by the Axis
strategists as one gigantic battlefield.

In 1931, ten years ago, Japan invaded Manchukuo — without
warning.

In 1985, Italy invaded Ethiopia — without warning.

In 1938, Hitler occupied Austria — without warning.

In 1939, Hitler invaded Czechoslovakia —without warning.

Later in 1939, Hitler invaded Poland — without warning.

In 1940, Hitler invaded Norway, Denmark, the Netherlands,
Belgium, and Luxembourg — without warning.

In 1940, Italy attacked France and later Greece — without

“warning.

And this year, in 1941, the Axis powers attacked Yugoslavia
and Greece and they dominated the Balkans — without warning.
In 1941, also, Hitler invaded Russia —without warning.

And now Japan has attacked Malaya and Thailand —and the
United States — without warning.

It is all of one pattern.

We are now in this war. We are all in it —all the way. Every

523



127, Fireside Chat on December 9, 1941

single man, woman, and child is a partner in the most tremen-
dous undertaking of our American history. We must share to-
gether the bad news and the good news, the defeats and the vic-
tories — the changing fortunes of war.

So far, the news has been all bad. We have suffered a serious
set-back in Hawaii. Our forces in the Philippines, which include
the brave people of that Commonwealth, are taking punishment,
but are defending themselves vigorously. The reports from Guam
and Wake and Midway islands are still confused, but we must be
prepared for the announcement that all these three outposts have
been seized.

The casualty lists of these first few days will undoubtedly be
large. I deeply feel the anxiety of all of the families of the men
in our armed forces and the relatives of people in cities which
have been bombed. I can only give them my solemn promise that
they will get news just as quickly as possible.

This Government will put its trust in the stamina of the Amer-
ican people, and will give the facts to the public just as soon as
two conditions have been fulfilled: first, that the information has
been definitely and officially confirmed; and, second, that the re-
lease of the information at the time it is received will not prove
valuable to the enemy directly or indirectly.

Most earnestly I urge my countrymen to reject all rumors.
These ugly little hints of complete disaster fly thick and fast in
wartime. They have to be examined and appraised.

As an example,’I can tell you frankly that until further sur-
veys are made, I have not sufficient information to state the exact

damage which has been done to our naval vessels at Pearl Har-

bor. Admittedly the damage is serious. But no one can say how
serious, until we know how much of this damage can be repaired
and how quickly the necessary repairs can be made.

I cite as another example a statement made on Sunday night
that a Japanese carrier had been located and sunk off the Canal
Zone. And when you hear statements that are attributed to what
they call “an authoritative source,” you can be reasonably sure
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from now on that under these war circumstances the “authorita-
tive source” is not any person in authority.

Many rumors and reports which we now hear originate with
enemy sources. For instance, today the Japanese are claiming
that as a result of their one action against Hawaii they have
gained naval supremacy in the Pacific. This is an old trick of
propaganda which has been used innumerable times by the Nazis.
The purposes of such fantastic claims are, of course, to spread
fear and confusion among us, and to goad us into revealing mili-
tary information which our enemies are desperately anxious to
obtain.

Our Government will not be caught in this obvious trap — and
neither will the people of the United States.

It must be remembered by each and every one of us that our
free and rapid communication these days must be greatly re-
stricted in wartime. It is not possible to receive full, speedy, ac-
curate reports from distant areas of combat. This is particularly
true where naval operations are concerned. For in these days of
the marvels of radio it is often impossible for the commanders of
various units to report their activities by radio at all, for the very
simple reason that this information would become available to
the enemy, and would disclose their position and their plan of
defense or attack.

Of necessity there will be delays in officially confirming or
denying reports of operations but we will not hide facts from the
country if we know the facts and if the enemy will not be aided
by their disclosure.

To all newspapers and radio stations — all those who reach the
eyes and ears of the American people —1I say this: You have a
most grave responsibility to the Nation now and for the duration
of this war.

If you feel that your Government is not disclosing enough of
the truth, you have every right to say so. But — in the absence of

* all the facts, as revealed by official sources — you have no right in

the ethics of patriotism to deal out unconfirmed reports in such

~a way as to make people believe that they are gospel truth.
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Every citizen, in every walk of life, shares this same respon-
sibility. The lives of our soldiers and sailors — the whole future
of this Nation — depend upon the manner in which each and
every one of us fulfills his obligation to our country.

Now a word about the recent past —and the future. A year and
a half has elapsed since the fall of France, when the whole world
first realized the mechanized might which the Axis Nations had
been building for so many years. America has used that year and
a half to great advantage. Knowing that the attack might reach
us in all too short a time, we immediately began greatly to in-
crease our industrial strength and our capacity to meet the de-
mands of modern warfare. ‘

Precious months were gained by sending vast quantities of our
war material to the Nations of the world still able to resist Axis
aggression. Our policy rested on the fundamental truth that the
defense of any country resisting Hitler or Japan was in the long
run the defense of our own country. That policy has been justi-
fied. It has given us time, invaluable time, to build our Amer-
ican assembly lines of production.

Assembly lines are now in operation. Others are being rushed
to completion. A steady stream of tanks and planes, of guns and
ships, and shells and equipment — that is what these eighteen
months have given us.

But it is all only a beginning of what still has to be done. We
must be set to face a long war against crafty and powerful bandits:
The attack at Pearl Harbor can be repeated at any one of many
points, points in both oceans and along both our coast lines and
against all the rest of the hemisphere.

It will not only be a long war, it will be a hard war. That is the
basis on which we now lay all our plans. That is the yardstick by
which we measure what we shall need and demand; money,
materials, doubled and quadrupled production — ever-increasing.
The production must be not only for our own Army and Navy
and Air Forces. It must reinforce the other armies and navies and
air forces fighting the Nazis and the war lords of Japan through-

out the Americas and throughout the world.
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I have been working today on the subject of production. Your
Government has decided on two broad policies.

The first is to speed up all existing production by working on
a seven-day-week basis in every war industry, including the pro-
duction of essential raw materials.

The second policy, now being put into form, is to rush addi-
tions to the capacity of production by building more new plants,
by adding to old plants, and by using the many smaller plants for
war needs. '

Over the hard road of the past months, we have at times met
obstacles and difficulties, divisions and disputes, indifference and
callousness. That is now all past —and, I am sure, forgotten.

The fact is that the country now has an organization in Wash-
ington built around men and women who are recognized experts
in their own fields. I think the country knows that the people
who are actually responsible in each and every one of these many
fields are pulling together with a teamwork that has never before
been excelled. '

On the road ahead there lies hard work — grueling work —
day and night, every hour and every minute.

I was about to add that ahead there lies sacrifice for all of us.

But it is not correct to use that word. The United States does
not consider it a sacrifice to do all one can, to give one’s best to
our Nation, when the Nation is fighting for its existence and its
future life.

It is not a sacrifice for any man, old or young, to be in the
Army or the Navy of the United States. Rather is it a privilege.

It is not a sacrifice for the industrialist or the wage earner, the
farmer or the shopkeeper, the trainman or the doctor, to pay
more taxes, to buy more bonds, to forego extra profits, to work
longer or harder at the task for which he is best fitted. Rather is
it a privilege.

It is not a sacrifice to do without many things to which we are

- accustomed if the national defense calls for doing without.

A review this morning leads me to the conclusion that at pres-
ent we shall not have to curtail the normal use of articles of food.
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There is enough food today for all of us and enough left over to
send to those who are fighting on the same side with us.

But there will be a clear and definite shortage of metals of
many kinds for civilian use, for the very good reason that in our
increased program we shall need for war purposes more than half
of that portion of the principal metals which during the past
year have gone into articles for civilian use. Yes, we shall have to
give up many things entirely.

And I am sure that the people in every part of the Nation are
prepared in their individual living to win this war. I am sure
that they will cheerfully help to pay a large part of its financial
cost while it goes on. I am sure they will cheerfully give up those
material things that they are asked to give up.

And I am sure that they will retain all those great spiritual
things without which we cannot win through.

I repeat that the United States can accept no result save vic-
tory, final and complete. Not only must the shame of Japanese
treachery be wiped out, but the sources of international brutal-
ity, wherever they exist, must be absolutely and finally broken.

In my message to the Congress yesterday I said that we “will
make it very certain that this form of treachery shall never again
endanger us.” In order to achieve that certainty, we must begin
the great task that is before us by abandoning once and for all
the illusion that we can_ever again isolate ourselves from the
rest of humanity.

In these past few years —and, most violently, in the past three
days — we have learned a terrible lesson.

It is our obligation to our dead —it is our sacred obligation to
their children and to our children — that we must never forget
what we have learned.

And what we all have learned is this:

There is no such thing as security for any Nation — or any in-
dividual — in a world ruled by the principles of gangsterism.

There is no such thing as impregnable defense against powerful
aggressors who sneak up in the dark and strike without warning.

We have learned that our ocean-girt hemisphere is not im-
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mune from severe attack — that we cannot measure our safety in
terms of miles on any map any more.

) We may acknowledge that our enemies have performed a bril-
ha'nt feat of deception, perfectly timed and executed with great
skill. It was a thoroughly dishonorable deed, but we must face
Fhe fa-ct that modern warfare as conducted in the Nazi manner
is a dirty business. We don'’t like it — we didn’t want to get in it
—l.:)ut we are in it and we're going to fight it with everything
we've got.

I fio' not think any American has any doubt of our ability to
administer proper punishment to the perpetrators of these crimes.

Y'our Government knows that for weeks Germany has been
telling Japan that if Japan did not attack the United States
Japan would not share in dividing the spoils with Germany wher;
peace came. She was promised by Germany that if she came in
she would receive the complete and perpetual control of the

" whole of the Pacific area — and that means not only the Far East,

but also all of the islands in the Pacific, and also a stranglehold
on the west coast of North, Central, and South America.

'We know also that Germany and Japan are conducting their
military and naval operations in accordance with a joint plan.
That plan considers all peoples and Nations which are not help-
ing the Axis powers as common enemies of each and every one
of the Axis powers.

That is their simple and obvious grand strategy. And that is
why the American people must realize that it can be matched
only with similar grand strategy. We must realize for example
that Japanese successes against the United States in the Pacific
are helpful to German operations in Libya; that any German
success against the Caucasus is inevitably an assistance to Japan
in her operations against the Dutch East Indies; that a German
attack against Algiers or Morocco opens the way to a German
attack against South America, and the Canal.

On the other side of the picture, we must learn also to know
that guerrilla warfare against the Germans in, let us say, Serbia or
Norway helps us; that a successful Russian offensive against the
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Germans helps us; and that British successes on land or sea in
any part of the world strengthen our hands.

Remember always that Germany and Italy, regardless of any
formal declaration of war, consider themselves at war with the
United States at this moment just as much as they consider them-
selves at war with Britain or Russia. And Germany puts all the
other Republics of the Americas into the same category of ene-
mies. The people of our sister Republics of this hemisphere can
be honored by that fact.

The true goal we seek is far above and beyond the ugly field
of battle. When we resort to force, as now we must, we are deter-
mined that this force shall be directed toward ultimate good as
well as against immediate evil. We Americans are not destroyers
— we are builders.

We are now in the midst of a war, not for conquest, not for
vengeance, but for a world in which this Nation, and all that this
Nation represents, will be safe for our children. We expect to
eliminate the danger from Japan, but it would serve us ill if we
accomplished that and found that the rest of the world was dom-
inated by Hitler and Mussolini.

We are going to win the war and we are going to win the peace
that follows.

And in the difficult hours of this day — through dark days that
may be yet to come — we will know that the vast majority of the
members of the human race are on our side. Many of them are
fighting with us. All of them are praying for us. For in repre-
senting our cause, we represent theirs as well —our hope and
their hope for liberty under God.

NOTE: As initially drafted, the partment, and constituted a very

foregoing fireside chat included a careful documentation of historical

long review of the history of our facts. As such, it was important to
relationships with the Japanese, and  be in the record in order to show
a detailed account of the negotia- that the United States Government
tions in the weeks preceding the at- had exhausted every possible means
tack on Pearl Harbor. This material to achieve an amicable and honor-
had been prepared in the State De-  able settlement with Japan.

530

e A T e &t e

128. Party Chairmen Pledge Cooperation During War

However, this tediously detailed
review of diplomatic history was
hardly inspiring material for a fire-
side chat, to which millions of
Americans, and peoples all over the
world, would be listening, waiting
for the President to tell them what
course America would take in resist-

going to win the peace that follows”
provided a definite boost to the
morale of all the embattled Allies.

Accordingly, the President de-
cided to use the material about the
history of our relations with the
Japanese in a message to the Con-
gress. He submitted it on Decem-

ilng t’he sneak attack. The Presi- ber 15, 1941 (see Item 132, this vol-
ent’s confident words “We are ume).
going to win the war and we are

128 (The President Thanks the Republican
and Democratic National Chairmen for Pledging
Party Cooperation During the War.

December 11, 1941

Ler me thank you both, personally and on behalf of our coun-
try, for the patriotic action you have in contemplation. The na-
tional organizations of the two great parties are capable of inesti-
mable.service in our present emergency. The Nation-wide qualit
of their personnel, the circumstance that their agents ali mer}:
and women of eminence and respect in their respective com-
munities will, I am sure, demonstrate that in time of war there
can be no partisan domestic politics. There can be only a deter-
mmed. intent of a united people to carry on the struggle for hu-
man liberty to a victorious conclusion.

So, I am sure we appreciate - and the people will appreciate —
that the political truce is for the period of the emergency and
that.the principles of our respective parties will continue to
don.nnate our courses. When the war is over we will still be ad-
her'lng to our historic method of settling our domestic problems
which has made our country the great Nation it is, and has

shown the world that democratic freedom i
1s a perfectl
system of government. perfectly workable
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THE PRESIDENT: No. I don’t think so. I think that is just one of
“them” things that people talk about without very much
knowledge of the situation. A very polite statement. . . .

Q. Can you tell us anything about plans for the Alaskan high-
way — the proposed Alaskan highway?

THE PRESIDENT: No. The War Department is —I think it has
just about completed working on plans. There are various
routes that have been suggested, and if there is going to be
anything accomplished that would be useful by January,
1948, something would have to be done in the next couple
of weeks so as to get the advantage of good weather to get the
materials up there.

Q. Do you think it important to get something started before
then?

THE PRESIDENT: I think it is important to get better communi-
cations to Alaska.

Q. Through Ontario?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, you would have to have a map before 1
could talk to you. It wouldn’t be intelligent — in other words,
there are various things that have been suggested. It has been
suggested that for the immediate needs of this war it would
be more practical to build a—a light, one-track railway—
easier to keep it open in the winter. Well, that is one of the
things they talked about. Another suggestion is that it would
be more practical to send things up on the inland passage —
to the end of the inland passage and then a highway from
there on. And others have said it would be easier to do the
whole thing by transport planes, instead of building a high-
way. I am speaking in terms of military needs of this year,
and possibly of the beginning of next year. Well, I don’t —
I could not prognosticate what they will do, if anything. . ..

23. Fireside Chat on Progress of the War
23 (“We Must Keep on Striking Our Enemies
Wherever and Whenever We Can Meet
Them”— Fireside Chat on Progress
of the War. February 23, 1942
My fellow Americans:

WasHiNGToN’s BIRTHDAY is a most appropriate occasion for us to
talk with each other about things as they are today and things as
we know they shall be in the future.

For eight years, General Washington and his Continental
Army were faced continually with formidable odds and recur-
ring defeats. Supplies and equipment were lacking. In a sense,
every winter was a Valley Forge. Throughout the thirteen states
there existed fifth columnists —and selfish men, jealous men,
fearful men, who proclaimed that Washington’s cause was hope-
less, and that he should ask for a negotiated peace.

Washington'’s conduct in those hard times has provided the
model for all Americans ever since —a model of moral stamina.
He held to his course, as it had been charted in the Declaration
of Independence. He and the brave men who served with him
knew that no man'’s life or fortune was secure, without freedom
and free institutions.

The present great struggle has taught us increasingly that free-
dom of person and security of property anywhere in the world
depend upon the security of the rights and obligations of liberty
and justice everywhere in the world.

This war is a new kind of war. It is different from all other
wars of the past, not only in its methods and weapons but also in
its geography. It is warfare in terms of every continent, every
island, every sea, every air lane in the world.

That is the reason why I have asked you to take out and spread
before you a map of the whole earth, and to follow with me the
references which I shall make to the world-encircling battle lines
of this war. Many questions will, I fear, remain unanswered to-
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night; but I know you will realize that I cannot cover everything
in any one short report to the people.

The broad oceans which have been heralded in the past as our
protection from attack have become endless battlefields on which
we are constantly being challenged by our enemies.

We must all understand and face the hard fact that our job
now is to fight at distances which extend all the way around the
globe.

We fight at these vast distances because that is where our
enemies are. Until our flow of supplies gives us clear superiority
we must keep on striking our enemies wherever and whenever
we can meet them, even if, for a while, we have to yield ground.
Actually, though, we are taking a heavy toll of the enemy every
day that goes by.

We must fight at these vast distances to protect our supply
lines and our lines of communication with our allies — protect
these lines from the enemies who are bending very ounce of
their strength, striving against time, to cut them. The object of
the Nazis and the Japanese is to separate the United States,
Britain, China, and Russia, and to isolate them one from an-
other, so that each will be surrounded and cut off from sources
of supplies and reinforcements. It is the old familiar Axis policy
of “divide and conquer.”

There are those who still think in terms of the days of sailing
ships. They advise us to pull our warships and our planes and
our merchant ships into our own home waters and concentrate
solely on last-ditch defense. But let me illustrate what would
happen if we followed such foolish advice.

Look at your map. Look at the vast area of China, with its mil-
lions of fighting men. Look at the vast area of Russia, with its
powerful armies and proven military might. Look at the British
Isles, Australia, New Zealand, the Dutch Indies, India, the Near
East, and the continent of Africa, with their resources of raw
materials, and of peoples determined to resist Axis domina-
tion. Look too at North America, Central America, and South
America.
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It is obvious what would happen if all of these great reservoirs
of power were cut off from each other either by enemy action or
by self-imposed isolation:

First, in such a case, we could no longer send aid of any kind
to China — to the brave people who, for nearly five years, have
withstood Japanese assault, destroyed hundreds of thousands of
Japanese soldiers and vast quantities of Japanese war munitions.
It is essential that'we help China in her magnificent defense
and in her inevitable counteroffensive — for that is one impor-
tant element in the ultimate defeat of Japan.

Second, if we lost communication with the Southwest Pacific,
all of that area, including Australia and New Zealand and the
Dutch Indies, would fall under Japanese domination. Japan in
such a case could release great numbers of ships and men to
launch attacks on a large scale against the coasts of the Western
Hemisphere — South America and Central America, and North
America—including Alaska. At the same time, she could im-
mediately extend her conquests in the other direction toward
India, and through the Indian Ocean to Africa, to the Near Fast,
and try to join forces with Germany and Italy.

Third, if we were to stop sending munitions to the British and
the Russians in the Mediterranean, in the Persian Gulf, and the
Red Sea, we would be helping the Nazis to overrun Turkey,
Syria, Iraq, Persia, Egypt and the Suez Canal, the whole coast
of North Africa itself, and with that inevitably the whole coast of
West Africa — putting Germany within casy striking distance
of South America — fifteen hundred miles away.

Fourth, if by such a fatuous policy we ceased to protect the
North Atlantic supply line to Britain and to Russia, we would
help to cripple the splendid counteroffensive by Russia against
the Nazis, and we would help to deprive Britain of essential food
supplies and munitions.

‘Those Americans who believed that we could live under the
illusion of isolationism wanted the American eagle to imitate the
tactics of the ostrich. Now, many of those same people, afraid
that we may be sticking our necks out, want our national bird
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to be turned into a turtle. But we prefer to retain the eagle as it
is — flying high and striking hard.

I know that I speak for the mass of the American people when
I say that we reject the turtle policy and will continue increas-
ingly the policy of carrying the war to the enemy in distant lands
and distant waters — as far away as possible from our own home
grounds.

There are four main lines of communication now being
traveled by our ships: the North Adlantic, the South Atlantic,
the Indian Ocean, and the South Pacific. These routes are not
one-way streets — for.the ships that carry our troops and muni-
tions outbound bring back essential raw materials which we re-
quire for our own use.

The maintenance of these vital lines is a very tough job. It is

a job which requires tremendous daring, tremendous resource- -

fulness, and, above all, tremendous production of planes and
tanks and guns and also of the ships to carry them. And I speak
again for the American people when I say that we can and will
do that job.

The defense of the world-wide lines of communication de-
mands relatively safe use by us of the sea and of the ajr along the
various routes; and this, in turn, depends upon control by the
United Nations of many strategic bases along those routes.

Control of the air involves the simultaneous use of two types
of planes — first, the long-range heavy bomber; and second, light
bombers, dive bombers, torpedo planes, and short-range pursuit
planes, all of which are essential to the protection of the bases
and of the bombers themselves.

Heavy bombers can fly under their own power from here to
the Southwest Pacific; but the smaller planes cannot. Therefore,
these lighter planes have to be packed in crates and sent on
board cargo ships. Look at your map again; and you will see that
the route is long —and at many places perilous — either across
the South Atlantic all the way around South Africa and the Cape
of Good Hope, or from California to the East Indies direct. A
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vessel can make a round trip by either route in about four
months, or only three round trips in a whole year.

In spite of the length, and in spite of the difficulties of this
transportation, I can tell you that in two and a half months
we already have a large number of bombers and pursuit planes,
manned by American pilots and crews, which are now in daily
contact with the enemy in the Southwest Pacific. And thousands
of American troops are today in that area engaged in operations
not only in the air but on the ground as well.

In this battle area, Japan has had an obvious initial advantage.
For she could fly even her short-range planes to the points of
attack by using many stepping stones open to her — bases in a
multitude of Pacific islands and also bases on the China coast,
Indo-China coast, and in Thailand and Malay coasts. Japanese
troop transports could go south from Japan and from China
through the narrow China Sea which can be protected by Japa-
nese planes throughout its whole length.

I ask you to look at your maps again, particularly at that por-
tion of the Pacific Ocean lying west of Hawaii. Before this war
even started, the Philippine Islands were already surrounded on
three sides by Japanese power. On the west, the China side, the
Japanese were in possession of the coast of China and the coast
of Indo-China which had been yielded to them by the Vichy
French. On the north are the islands of Japan themselves, reach-
ing down almost to northern Luzon. On the east are the Man-
dated Islands — which Japan had occupied exclusively, and had
fortified in absolute violation of her written word.

The islands that lie between Hawaii and the Philippines —
these islands, hundreds of them, appear only as small dots on
most maps. But they cover a large strategic area. Guam lies in
the middle of them —a lone outpost which we have never for-
tified. ‘

Under the Washington Treaty of 1921 we had solemnly agreed
not to add to the fortification of the Philippines. We had no safe
naval bases there, so we could not use the islands for extensive
naval operations.
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Immediately after this war started, the Japanese forces moved
down on either side of the Philippines to numerous points south
of them — thereby completely encircling the Philippines from
north, south, east, and west.

It is that complete encirclement, with control of the air by
Japanese land-based aircraft, which has prevented us from send-
ing substantial reinforcements of men and material to the gal-
lant defenders of the Philippines. For forty years it has always
been our strategy —a strategy born of necessity — that in the
event of a fullscale attack on the Islands by Japan, we should
fight a delaying action, attempting to retire slowly into Bataan
Peninsula and Corregidor.

We knew that the war as a whole would have to be fought and
won by a process of attrition against Japan itself. We knew all

along that, with our greater resources, we could outbuild Japan .

and ultimately overwhelm her on sea, on land, and in the air.
We knew that, to attain our objective, many varieties of opera-
tions would be necessary in areas other than the Philippines.

Now nothing that has occurred in the past two months has
caused us to revise this basic strategy of necessity — except that
the defense put up by General MacArthur has magnificently ex-
ceeded the previous estimates of endurance; and he and his men
are gaining eternal glory therefor.

MacArthur’s army of Filipinos and Americans, and the forces
of the United Nations in China, in Burma, and the Netherlands
East Indies, are all together fulfilling the same essential task.
‘They are making Japan pay an Increasingly terrible price for her
ambitious attempts to seize control of the whole Asiatic world.
Every Japanese transport sunk off Java is one less transport that
they can use to carry reinforcements to their army opposing
General MacArthur in Luzon. '

It has been said that Japanese gains in the Philippines were
made possible only by the success of their surprise attack on
Pearl Harbor. I tell you that this is not so.

Even if the attack had not been made your map will show that
it would have been a hopeless operation for us to send the fleet
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to the Philippines through thousands of miles of ocean, while
all those island bases were under the sole control of the Japanese.

The consequences of the attack on Pearl Harbor — serious as
they were —have been wildly exaggerated in other ways. And
these exaggerations come originally from Axis propagandists;
but they have been repeated, I regret to say, by Americans in
and out of public life.

You and I have the utmost contempt for Americans who, since
Pearl Harbor, have whispered or announced “off the record”
that there was no longer any Pacific Fleet — that the fleet was all
sunk or destroyed on December 7 — that more than a thousand
of our planes were destroyed on the ground. They have sug-
gested slyly that the Government has withheld the truth about
casualties — that eleven or twelve thousand men were killed at
Pear]l Harbor instead of the figures as officially announced. They
have even served the enemy propagandists by spreading the in-
credible story that shiploads of bodies of our honored American
dead were about to arrive in New York Harbor to be put into a
common grave.

Almost every Axis broadcast — Berlin, Rome, Tokyo — di-
rectly quotes Americans who, by speech or in the press, make
damnable misstatements such as these.

The American people realize that in many cases details of
military operations cannot be disclosed until we are absolutely
certain that the announcement will not give to the enemy mili-
tary information which he does not already possess.

Your Government has unmistakable confidence in your ability
to hear the worst, without ﬂinching or losing heart. You must,
in turn, have complete confidence that your Government is
keeping nothing from you except information that will help the
enemy in his attempt to destroy us. In a democracy there is
always a solemn pact of truth between Government and the
people; but there must also always be a full use of discretion —
and that word “discretion” applies to the critics of Government
as well.

This is war. The American people want to know, and will be
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told, the general trend of how the war is going. But they do not
wish to help the enemy any more than our fighting forces do;
and they will pay little attention to the rumor-mongers and the
poison peddlers in our midst.

To pass from the realm of rumor and poison to the field of
facts: The number of our officers and men killed in the attack
on Pearl Harbor on December 7 was 2,340, and the number
wounded was 946. Of all the combatant ships based at Pearl
Harbor—battleships, heavy cruisers, light cruisers, aircraft car-
riers, destroyers and submarines —only three are permanently
put out of commission.

Very many of the ships of the Pacific Fleet were not even in
Pearl Harbor. Some of those that were there were hit very
slightly; and others that were damaged have either rejoined the
fleet by now or are still undergoing repairs. And when those
repairs are completed, the ships will be more efficient fighting
machines than they were before.

‘The report that we lost more than a thousand planes at Pearl
Harbor is as baseless as the other weird rumors. The Japanese
do not know just how many planes they destroyed that day, and
I am not going to tell them. But I can say that to date —and in-
cluding Pearl Harbor — we have destroyed considerably more
Japanese planes than they have destroyed of ours.

We have most certainly suffered losses — from Hitler’s U-boats
in the Atlantic as well as from the Japanese in the Pacific —and
we shall suffer more of them before the turn of the tide. But,
speaking for the United States of America, let me say once and
for all to the people of the world: We Americans have been com-
pelled to yield ground, but we will regain it. We and the other
United Nations are committed to the destruction of the milita-
rism of Japan and Germany. We are daily increasing our strength.
Soon, we and not our enemies will have the offensive; we, not
they, will win the final battles; and we, not they, will make the
final peace. .

Conquered Nations in Europe know what the yoke of the
Nazis is like. And the people of Korea and of Manchuria know
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in their flesh the harsh despotism of Japan. All of the people of
Asia know that if there is to be an honorable and decent future
for any of them or any of us, that future depends on victory by
the United Nations over the forces of Axis enslavement.

If a just and durable peace is to be attained, or even if all of us
are merely to save our own skins, there is one thought for us here
at home to keep uppermost — the fulfillment of our special task
of production.

Germany, Italy, and Japan are very close to their maximum
output of planes, guns, tanks, and ships. The United Nations
are not — especially the United States of America.

Our first job then is to build up production — uninterrupted
production —so that the United Nations can maintain control
of the seas and attain control of the air —not merely a slight
superiority, but an overwhelming superiority.

On January 6 of this year, I set certain definite goals of pro-
duction for airplanes, tanks, guns, and ships. The Axis propa-
gandists called them fantastic. Tonight, nearly two months later,
and after a careful survey of progress by Donald Nelson and
others charged with responsibility for our production, I can tell
you that those goals will be attained.

In every part of the country, experts in production and the
men and women at work in the plants are giving loyal service.
With few exceptions, labor, capital, and farming realize that this
is no time either to make undue profits or to gain special advan-
Lages, one over the other.

We are calling for new plants and additions to old plants. We
are calling for plant conversion to war needs. We are seeking
more men and more women to run them. We are working longer
hours. We are coming to realize that one extra plane or extra
tank or extra gun or extra ship completed tomorrow may, in a
few months, turn the tide on some distant battlefield; it may
make the difference between life and death for some of our own
fighting men. We know now that if we lose this war it will be
generations or even centuries before our conception of democ-
racy can live again. And we can lose this war only if we slow up
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our effort or if we waste our ammunition sniping at each other.

Here are three high purposes for every American:

1. We shall not stop work for a single day. If any dispute
arises we shall keep on working while the dispute is solved by
mediation, conciliation, or arbitration — until the war is won.

2. We shall not demand special gains or special privileges or
special advantages for any one group or occupation.

3. We shall give up conveniences and modify the routine of
our lives if our country asks us to do so. We will do it cheerfully,
remembering that the common enemy seeks to destroy every
home and every freedom in every part of our land.

This generation of Americans has come to realize, with a pres-
ent and personal realization, that there is something larger and
more important than the life of any individual or of any in-
dividual group —something for which a man will sacrifice, and
gladly sacrifice, not only his pleasures, not only his goods, not
only his associations with those he loves, but his life itself. In
time of crisis when the future is in the balance, we come to
understand, with full recognition and devotion, what this Nation
is, and what we owe to it.

The Axis propagandists have tried in various evil ways to
destroy our determination and our morale. F ailing in that, they
are now trying to destroy our confidence in our own allies. They
say that the British are finished — that the Russians and the
Chinese are about to quit. Patriotic and sensible Americans will
reject these absurdities. And instead of listening to any of this
crude propaganda, they will recall some of the things that Nazis
and Japanese have said and are still saying about us.

Ever since this Nation became the arsenal of democracy — ever
since enactment of lend-lease — there has been one persistent
theme through all Axis propaganda. ‘

This theme has been that Americans are admittedly rich, that
Americans have considerable industrial power — but that Amer-
icans are soft and decadent, that they cannot and will not unite
and work and fight. .

From Berlin, Rome, and Tokyo we have been described as a
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Nation of weaklings — “playboys” — who would hire British sol-
diers, or Russian soldiers, or Chinese soldiers to do our fighting
for us.

Let them repeat that now!

Let them tell that to General MacArthur and his men.

Let them tell that to the sailors who today are hitting hard in
the far waters of the Pacific.

Let them tell that to the Boys in the Flying Fortresses.

Let them tell that to the Marines!

The United Nations constitute an association of independent
peoples of equal dignity and equal importance. The United Na-
tions are dedicated to a common cause. We share equally and
with equal zeal the anguish and the awful sacrifices of war. In
the partnership of our common enterprise, we must share in a
unified plan in which all of us must play our several parts, each
of us being equally indispensable and dependent one on the
other.

We have unified command and cooperation and comradeship.

We Americans will contribute unified production and unified
acceptance of sacrifice and of effort. That means a national unity
that can know no limitations of race or creed or selfish politics.
The American people expect that much from themselves. And
the American people will find ways and means of expressing their
determination to their enemies, including the Japanese Admiral
who has said that he will dictate the terms of peace here in the
White House. '

We of the United Nations are agreed on certain broad prin-
ciples in the kind of peace we seek. The Atlantic Charter applies
not only to the parts of the world that border the Atlantic but
to the whole world; disarmament of aggressors, self-determina-
tion of Nations and peoples, and the four freedoms — freedom of
speech, ‘freedom of religion, freedom from want, and freedom
from fear.

The British and the Russian people have known the full fury
of Nazi onslaught. There have been times when the fate of Lon-
don and Moscow was in serious doubt. But there was never the
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slightest question that either the British or the Russians would
yield. And today all the United Nations salute the superb Rus-
sian Army as it celebrates the twenty-fourth anniversary of its
first assembly.

Though their homeland was overrun, the Dutch people are
still fighting stubbornly and powerfully overseas.

The great Chinese people have suffered grievous losses;
Chungking has been almost wiped out of existence —yet it re-
mains the Capital of an unbeatable China.

That is the conquering spirit which prevails throughout the
United Nations in this war.

The task that we Americans now face will test us to the utter-
most. Never before have we been called upon for such a prodi-
gious effort. Never before have we had so little time in which to
do so much.

“These are the times that try men’s souls.” Tom Paine wrote
those words on a drumhead, by the light of a campfire. That was
when Washington's little army of ragged, rugged men was re-
treating across New Jersey, having tasted nothing but defeat.

And General Washington ordered that these great words writ-
ten by Tom Paine be read to the men of every regiment in the
Continental Army, and this was the assurance given to the first
American armed forces:

“The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this
crisis, shrink from the service of their country; but he that stands
it now, deserves the love and thanks of man and woman. Tyr-
anny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consola-
tion with us, that the harder the sacrifice, the more glorious the
triumph.” )

So spoke Americans in the year 1%776.

So speak Americans today!

NOTE: This was one of the most pp. 61-66, 1933 volume). In an at-

important and effective fireside mosphere of defeat and despair,

chats the President ever delivered, when the fortunes of war were near

not excepting the first fireside chat their bleakest point, the President

on the banking crisis (see Item 16, sought in this address to explain
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clearly the global strategy of the
war, to give a complete account of
where the Allies stood, and to en-
courage not only Americans but
peoples all over the world that the
fight for liberation and victory
could be won.

would be helpful to have maps of
the world handy in order to follow
his discussion of the supply lines
and strategic considerations of the
war. An unusually large number
of newspapers also printed large
map spreads, often in color, to as-

In advance of this fireside chat, sist radio listeners in following the
the President asked the press to President while he spoke.
announce to the people that it

24 (The National Housing Agency Is
Established. Executive Order No. go¥o.
February 24, 1942

By virTUE of the authority vested in me by Title I of the First
War Powers Act, 1941, approved December 18, 1941 (Public
Law 854, 77th Congress), and as President of the United States,
it is hereby ordered as follows:

1. The following agencies, functions, duties, and powers are
consolidated into a National Housing Agency and shall be ad-
ministered as hereinafter provided under the direction and su-
pervision of a National Housing Administrator:

(a) The Federal Housing Administration and its functions,

powers, and duties, including those of the Administrator

thereof.

(b) All functions, powers, and duties of the Federal Home

Loan Bank Board and of its members.

(c) The Home Owners’ Loan Corporation and the functions,

powers, and duties of its Board of Directors.

(d) The Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Corporation and

the functions, powers, and duties of its Board of Trustees.

(¢) The United States Housing Authority and its functions,

powers, and duties, including those of the Administrator

thereof.

(f) All functions, powers, and duties relating to defense hous-
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ration commodities, and control
rents. Acting immediately, O.P.A.
issued the General Maximum Price
Regulation establishing ceilings
over a wide number of commodities
at all levels of production and dis-
tribution. Under this comprehen-
sive regulation, ceilings were set at
the highest price which the firm or
individual had charged in March,
1942. Specific price and rent con-
trol regulations were also estab-
lished at the same time.

The President recommended
higher taxes not only to help fi-
nance the war effort out of higher
incomes but also to cut down the
enormously increased purchasing
power which, of course, contributed
to inflation. Although the President
recommended a total of $7,600,000-
000 in new taxes (later, through the
Treasury Department, he asked for
even more), the Revenue Act of
1942, which Congress passed in Oc-
tober, 1942 (56 Stat. 798), was de-
signed to provide less than half that
amount — $3,600,000,000.

As the President pointed out
when he signed the Emergency
Price Control Act in January, 1942
(see Item 12 and note, this volume),
the powers of the O.P.A, in re-
spect to fixing ceilings on agricul-
tural products, were too sharply
limited by the Congress. With no
power to bring many basic farm
commodities under maximum price
regulations, the O.P.A. was unable
to check the rise in the cost of liv-
ing caused by higher prices of poul-
try, eggs, sheep and lambs, milk and

milk products, and wheat products.

As indicated by the President in
the foregoing message, the National
War Labor Board (see Item 6 and
note, this volume) was primarily
responsible for the stabilization of
wages. In the summer of 1942, the
existence of the N.W.L.B. was
gravely threatened by the “Lictle
Steel” wage dispute which involved
the basic issue of placing a ceiling
upon wage increases. The dispute
was resolved when the majority of
the Board adopted the “Little
Steel” formula in July, 1942, setting
a limit upon wage increases. The
President intervened directly to
persuade the labor representatives
to remain with the Board after they
had threatened to resign. The Little
Steel formula authorized higher
hourly wage rates in situations
where wage increases had not kept
pace with the rising cost of living
prior to May 1, 1942, but drew the
line at this date against any further
general wage increases.

The President’s seven-point anti-
inflation program received general
popular support and acclaim. It
was based on a recognition of the
interrelation among the many as-
pects of our national economy. It
was an attempt to attack the infla-
tion problem on all fronts, rather
than through piecemeal efforts. But
the program proposed by the Presi-
dent was not fully realized. The
Congress failed to legislate in re-
sponse to two of the main points
of the President’s anti-inflation
program — farm prices and taxes.
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Moreover, the voluntary savings
program fell short of its goals, and
war expenditures mounted progres-
sively beyond what had been an-

tic
Ix)p:rt:z: N ] trol agency, the Office of Economic
g the summer of 1942 it Stabilization, see Item g7 and note
became apparent that a control this volume. ,
agency at the highest level was

needed to deal with all aspects of
the problem of controlling infla-
tion. For a discussion of the estab-
lishment and operation of this con-

48 €“The Price for Civilization Must Be Paid
in Hard Work and Sorrow and Blood” —

Fireside Chat to the Nation. April 28, 1942
My fellow Americans:

It 1s NEARLY five months since we were attacked at Pearl Harbor
F or 'the two years prior to that attack this country had been ear:
ing itself up to a high level of production of munitions. Ang yet
our war efforts had done little to dislocate the normal lives of
most of us.

Since then we have dispatched strong forces of our Army and
Navy, several hundred thousand of them, to bases and battle
fronts thousands of miles from home. We have stepped up our
war pro?luctif)n on a scale that is testing our industrial power
our engineering genius, and our economic structure to the ut:
most. We have had no illusions about the fact that this is a tough
job —and a long one. ¢

Amefncan warships are now in combat in the North and South
Atlantic, in the Arctic, in the Mediterranean, in the Indian
Ocean, and in the North and South Pacific. American troops
hafre- taken stations in South America, Greenland, Iceland t}I:e
British I-sles, the Near East, the Middle East and the Far iiast
the continent of Australia, and many islands of the Paciﬁc,
American war planes, manned by Americans, are flying in actuai
combat over all the continents and all the oceans.

On the European front the most important development of
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the past year has been without question the crusbing counter-
offensive on the part of the great armies of Russia against the
powerful German Army. These Russian forces hav.e destroyed
and are destroying more armed power of our enemies — troops,
planes, tanks, and guns — than all the other United Nations put.
together. .

In the Mediterranean area, matters remain on the surface
much as they were. But the situation there is receiving very care-
ful attention. .

Recently we received news of a change in government in what
we used to know as the Republic of France —a name dear to t‘he
hearts of all lovers of liberty —a name and an institution which
we hope will soon be restored to full dignity.

Throughout the Nazi occupation of France, we h_ave hoped
for the maintenance of a French Government which would
strive to regain independence, to reestablish the princip.les ?E
“Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity,” and to restore the historic
culture of France. Our policy has been consistent from the very
beginning. However, we are now greatly concerned lest those
who have recently come to power may seek to force the brave
French people into submission to Nazi despotism.

The United Nations will take measures, if necessary, to pre-
vent the use of French territory in any part of the world for mili-

tary purposes by the Axis powers. The gO(:\d people- of France
will readily understand that such action is ess:entlal fo3~ the
United Nations to prevent assistance to the armies or navies or
air forces of Germany, or Italy or Japan. The overwhelming
majority of the French people understand that the fight qf the
United Nations is fundamentally their fight, that our victory
means the restoration of a free and independent France —and
the saving of France from the slavery which w<?uld be imp.osed
upon her by her external enemies and by her internal traitors.

We know how the French people really feel. We know that
a deep-seated determination to obstruct every step in the Axis
plan extends from occupied France through Vichy France all the
way to the people of their colonies in every ocean and on every
continent.
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Our planes are helping in the defense of French colonies
today, and soon American Flying Fortresses will be fighting for
the liberation of the darkened continent of Lurope itself.

In all the occupied countries there are men and women, and
even little children, who have never stopped fighting, never
stopped resisting, never stopped proving to the Nazis that their
so-called “New Order” will never be enforced upon free peoples.

In the German and Italian peoples themselves there is a grow-
ing conviction that the cause of Nazism and Fascism is hope-
less — that their political and military leaders have led them
along the bitter road which leads not to world conquest but to
final defeat. They cannot fail to contrast the present frantic
speeches of these leaders with their arrogant boastings of a year
ago, and two years ago.

On the other side of the world, in the Far East, we have passed
through a phase of serious losses.

We have inevitably lost control of a large portion of the
Philippine Islands. But this whole Nation pays tribute to the
Filipino and American officers and men who held out so long
on Bataan Peninsula, to those grim and gallant fighters who still
hold Corregidor, where the flag flies, and to the forces that are
still striking effectively at the enemy on Mindanao and other
islands.

The Malayan Peninsula and Singapore are in the hands of the
enemy; the Netherlands East Indies are almost entirely occu-
pied, though resistance there continues. Many other islands are
in the possession of the Japanese. But there is good reason to
believe that their southward advance has been checked. Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, and much other territory will be bases for
offensive action — and we are determined that the territory that
has been lost will be regained.

The Japanese are pressing their northward advance against
Burma with considerable power, driving toward India and
China. They have been opposed with great bravery by small
British and Chinese forces aided by American fliers.

‘The news in Burma tonight is not good. The Japanese may
cut the Burma Road; but I want to say to the gallant people of
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China that no matter what advances the Japanese may make,
ways will be found to deliver airplanes and munitions of war to
the armies of Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek.

We remember that the Chinese people were the first to stand
up and fight against the aggressors in this war; and in the future
a still unconquerable China will play its proper role in main-
taining peace and prosperity, not only in eastern Asia but in the

whole world.
' For every advance that the Japanese have made since they
started their frenzied career of conquest, they have had to pay
a very heavy toll in warships, in transports, in planes, and in
men. They are feeling the effects of those losses.

It is even reported from Japan that somebody has dropped
bombs on Tokyo, and on other principal centers of Japanese war
industries. If this be true, it is the first time in history that Japan
has suffered such indignities.

Although the treacherous attack on Pearl Harbor was the
immediate cause of our entry into the war, that event found the
American people spiritually prepared for war on a world-wide
scale. We went into this war fighting. We know what we are
fighting for. We realize that the war has become what Hitler
originally proclaimed it to be —a total war.

Not all of us can have the privilege of fighting our enemies in
distant parts of the world.

Not all of us can have the privilege of working in a munitions
factory or a shipyard, or on the farms or in oil fields or mines,
producing the weapons or the raw materials that are needed by
our armed forces. .

But there is one front and one battle where everyone in the
United States — every man, woman, and child — is in action, and
will be privileged to remain in action throughout this war. That
front is right here at home, in our daily lives, and in our daily
tasks. Here at home everyone will have the privilege of making
whatever self-denial is necessary, not only to supply our fighting
men, but to keep the economic structure of our country fortified
and secure during the war and after the war.
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This will require, of course, the abandonment not only of
luxuries but of many other creature comforts.

Every loyal American is aware of his individual responsibility.
Whenever I hear anyone saying “The American people are com-
placent — they need to be aroused,” I feel like asking him to
come to Washington to read the mail that floods into the White
House and into all departments of this Government. The one
question that recurs through all these thousands of letters and
messages is: “What more can I do to help my country in winning
this war?”

To build the factories, to buy the materials, to pay the labor,
to provide the transportation, to equip and feed and house the
soldiers, sailors, and marines, and to do all the thousands of things
necessary in a war —all cost a lot of money, more money than
has ever been spent by any Nation at any time in the long history
of the world. '

We are now spending, solely for war purposes, the sum of
about $100,000,000 every day in the week. But, before this year
i1s over, that almost unbelievable rate of expenditure will be
doubled.

All of this money has to be spent —and spent quickly — if we
are to produce within the time now available the enormous
quantities of weapons of war which we need. But the spending
of these tremendous sums presents grave danger of disaster to our
national economy.

When your Government continues to spend these unprece-
dented sums for munitions month by month and year by year,
that money goes into the pocketbooks and bank accounts of the
people of the United States. At the same time raw materials and
many manufactured goods are necessarily taken away from civil-
ian use; and machinery and factories are being converted to war
production.

You do not have to be a professor of mathematics or economics
to see that if people with plenty of cash start bidding against each
other for scarce goods, the price of those goods goes up.

Yesterday I submitted to the Congress of the United States a
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seven-point program of general principles which taken together
could be called the national economic policy for attaining the
great objective of keeping the cost of living down.

I repeat them now to you in substance:

First. We must, through heavier taxes, keep personal and cor-
porate profits at a low reasonable rate.

Second. We must fix ceilings on prices and rents.

Third. We must stabilize wages.

Fourth. We must stabilize farm prices.

Fifth. We must put more billions into war bonds.

Sixth. We must ration all essential commodities which are
scarce.

Seventh. We must discourage installment buying, and encour-
age paying off debts and mortgages.

I do not think it is necessary to repeat what I said yesterday to
the Congress in discussing these general principles.

The important thing to remember is that each one of these
points is' dependent on the others if the whole program is to
work.

Some people are already taking the position that every one of
the seven points is correct except the one point which steps on
their own individual toes. A few seem very willing to approve
self-denial —on the part of their neighbors. The only effective
course of action is a simultaneous attack on all of the factors
which increase the cost of living, in one comprehensive, all-
embracing program covering prices, and profits, and wages, and
taxes and debts.

‘The blunt fact is that every single person in the United States
is going to be affected by this program. Some of you will be
affected more directly by one or two of these restrictive meas-
ures, but all of you will be affected indirectly by all of them.

Are you a businessman, or do you own stock in a business cor-
poration? Well, your profits are going to be cut down to a reason-
ably low level by taxation. Your income will be subject to higher
taxes. Indeed in these days, when every available dollar should
go to the war effort, I do not think that any American citizen
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should have a net income in excess of $25,000 per year after pay-
ment of taxes.

Are you a retailer or a wholesaler or a manufacturer or a
farmer or a landlord? Ceilings are being placed on the prices at
which you can sell your goods or rent your property.

Do you work for wages? You will have to forego higher wages
for your particular job for the duration of the war.

All of us are used to spending money for things that we want,
things, however, which are not absolutely essential. We will all
have to forego that kind of spending. Because we must put every
dime and every dollar we can possibly spare out of our earnings
into war bonds and stamps. Because the demands of the war
effort require the rationing of goods of which there are not
enough to go around. Because the stopping of purchases of non-
essentials will release thousands of workers who are needed in the
war effort.

As I told the Congress yesterday, “‘sacrifice” is not exactly the
proper word with which to describe this program of self-denial.
When, at the end of this great struggle, we shall have saved our
free way of life, we shall have made no “sacrifice.”

The price for civilization must be paid in hard work and sor-
row and blood. The price is not too high. If you doubt it, ask
those millions who live today under the tyranny of Hitlerism.

Ask the workers of France and Norway and the Netherlands,
whipped to labor by the lash, whether the stabilization of wages
is too great a “sacrifice.”

Ask the farmers of Poland and Denmark, of Czechoslovakia
and France, looted of their livestock, starving while their own
crops are stolen from their land, ask them whether “parity”
prices are too great a “sacrifice.”

Ask the businessmen of Europe, whose enterprises have been
stolen from their owners, whether the limitation of profits and
personal incomes is too great a “sacrifice.”

Ask the women and children whom Hitler is starving whether
the rationing of tires and gasoline and sugar is too great a ‘“‘sac-
rifice.”
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We do not have to ask them. They have already given us their
agonized answers.

This great war effort must be carried through to its victorious
conclusion by the indomitable will and determination of the
people as one great whole.

It must not be impeded by the faint of heart.

It must not be impeded by those who put their own selfish
interests above the interests of the Nation.

It must not be impeded by those who pervert honest criticism
into falsification of fact.

It must not be impeded by selfstyled experts either in eco-
nomics or military problems who know neither true figures nor
geography itself.

It must not be impeded by a few bogus patriots who use the
sacred freedom of the press to echo the sentiments of the propa-
gandists in Tokyo and Berlin.

And, above all, it shall not be imperiled by the handful of
noisy traitors — betrayers of America, betrayers of Christianity
itself — would-be dictators who in their hearts and souls have
yielded to Hitlerism and would have this Republic do likewise.

I shall use all of the executive power that I have to carry out
the policy laid down. If it becomes necessary to ask for any addi-
tional legislation in order to attain our objective of preventing a
spiral in the cost of living, I shall do so.

I know the American farmer, the American workman, and the
American businessman. I know that they will gladly embrace
this economy and equality of sacrifice — satisfied that it is neces-
sary for the most vital and compelling motive in all their lives —
winning through to victory.

Never in the memory of man has there been a war in which
the courage, the endurance, and the loyalty of civilians played
so vital a part.

Many thousands of civilians all over the world have been and
are being killed or maimed by enemy action. Indeed, it was the
fortitude of the common people of Britain under fire which en-
abled that island to stand and prevented Hitler from winning
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the war in 1940. The ruins of London and Coventry and other
cities are today the proudest monuments to British heroism.

Our own American civilian population is now relatively safe
from such disasters. And, to an ever increasing extent, our sol-
diers, sailors, and marines are fighting with great bravery and
great skill on far distant fronts to make sure that we shall remain
safe.

I should like to tell you one or two stories about the men we
have in our armed forces:

There 1s, for example, Dr. Corydon M. Wassell. He was a mis-
sionary, well known for his good works in China. He is a simple,
modest, retiring man, nearly sixty years old, but he entered the
service of his country and was commissioned a Lieutenant Com-
mander in the Navy.

Dr. Wassell was assigned to duty in Java caring for wounded
officers and men of the cruisers Houston and Marblehead which
had been in heavy action in the Java seas.

When the Japanese advanced across the island, it was decided
to evacuate as many as possible of the wounded to Australia. But
about twelve of the men were so badly wounded that they could
not be moved. Dr. Wassell remained with these men, knowing
that he would be captured by the enemy. But he decided to make
a last desperate attempt to get the men out of Java. He asked
cach of them if he wished to take the chance, and every one
agreed.

He first had to get the twelve men to the seacoast — fifty miles
away. To do this, he had to improvise stretchers for the hazard-
ous journey. The men were suffering severely, but Dr. Wassell
kept them alive by his skill, and inspired them by his own
courage.

And as the official report said, Dr. Wassell was ‘‘almost like a
Christ-like shepherd devoted to his flock.”

On the seacoast, he embarked the men on a little Dutch ship.
They were bombed, they were machine-gunned by waves of
Japanese planes. Dr. Wassell took virtual command of the ship,
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and by great skill avoided destruction, hiding in little bays and
little inlets.

A few days later, Dr. Wassell and his small flock of wounded
men reached Australia safely.

And today Dr. Wassell wears the Navy Cross.

Another story concerns a ship rather than an individual man.

You may remember the tragic sinking of the submarine, the
U.S.S. Squalus, off the New England coast in the summer of
1989. Some of the crew were lost, but others were saved by the
speed and the efficiency of the surface rescue crews. The Squalus
-itself was tediously raised from the bottom of the sea.

She was repaired and put back into commission, and eventually
she sailed again under a new name, the U.S.S. Sailfish. Today,
she is a potent and effective unit of our submarine fleet in the
Southwest Pacific.

The Sailfish has covered many thousands of miles in operations
in those waters.

She has sunk a Japanese destroyer.

She has torpedoed a Japanese cruiser.

She has made torpedo hits — two of them —on a Japanese air-
craft carrier.

Three of the enlisted men of our Navy who went down with
the Squalus in 1939 and were rescued are today serving on the
same ship, the U.S.S. Sailfish, in this war.

It seems to me that it is heartening to know that the Squalus;
once given up as lost, rose from the depths to fight for our coun-
try in time of peril.

One more story that I heard only this morning:

This is a story of one of our Army Flying Fortresses operating
in the western Pacific. The pilot of this plane is a modest young
man, proud of his crew for one of the toughest fights a bomber
has yet experienced.

The bomber departed from its base, as part of a flight of five
bombers, to attack Japanese transports that were landing troops
against us in the Philippines. When they had gone about half-
way to their destination, one of the motors of this bomber went
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out of commission. The young pilot lost contact with the other
bombers. The crew, however, got the motor working again and
the plane proceeded on its mission alone.

By the time it arrived at its target the other four Flying
Fortresses had already passed over, had dropped their bombs,
and had stirred up the hornets’ nest of Japanese “Zero” planes.
Eighteen of these “Zero” fighters attacked our one Flying For-
tress. Despite this mass attack, our plane proceeded on its mis-
sion, and dropped all of its bombs on six Japanese transports
which were lined up along the docks.

As it turned back on its homeward journey a running fight
between the bomber and the eighteen Japanese pursuit planes
continued for %75 miles. Four pursuit planes of the Japs attacked
simultaneously at each side. Four were shot down with the side
guns. During this fight, the bomber’s radio operator was killed,
the engineer’s right hand was shot off, and one gunner was
crippled, leaving only one man available to operate both side
guns. Although wounded in one hand, this gunner alternately
manned both side guns, bringing down three more Japanese
“Zero” planes. While this was going on, one engine on the Amer-
ican bomber was shot out, one gas tank was hit, the radio was
shot off, and the oxygen system was entirely destroyed. Out of
eleven control cables all but four were shot away. The rear land-
ing wheel was blown off entirely, and the two front wheels were
both shot flat.

The fight continued until the remaining Japanese pursuit
ships exhausted their ammunition and turned back. With two
engines gone and the plane practically out of control, the Amer-
ican bomber returned to its base after dark and made an emer-
gency landing. The mission had been accomplished.

The name of that pilot is Captain Hewitt T. Wheless, of the
United States Army. He comes from a place called Menard,
Texas — with a population of 2,375. He has been awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross. And I hope that he is listening.

These stories I have told you are not exceptional. They are
typical examples of individual heroism and skill.
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As we here at home contemplate our own duties, our own re-
sponsibilities, let us think and think hard of the example which
is being set for us by our fighting men.

Our soldiers and sailors are members of well-disciplined units.
But they are still and forever individuals — free individuals. They
are farmers, and workers, businessmen, professional men, artists,
clerks.

They are the United States of America.

That is why they fight.

We too are the United States of America.

That is why we must work and sacrifice.

It is for them. It is for us. It is for victory.

NOTE: See Item 47 and note, this lined the seven-point anti-inflation
volume, for the President’s message program on April 27, 1942.
to the Congress in which he out-

49 (The President Cites Jefferson’s Plea to Bury
Internal Differences. Message to the Daughters

of the American Revolution. May 4, 1942
My dear Mrs. Pouch:

Durine times of peace there are intervals when it seems difficult
to keep alive the outward manifestations of patriotism. As a re-
sult we sometimes wonder whether the new generation has for-
gotten the sacrifices and heroism of our forefathers, whether the
inheritors of this America are confused in purpose and soft in
deeds.

The war is now five months old and we have had our answer.
‘Two million men have been called to arms. In far places and
near, our soldiers, our sailors, our air pilots, the beleaguered
men of the merchant marine, have shown the stuff of heroes.
Everything we have asked of them they have delivered. Every-
thing —and more. There was no confusion of purpose, no soft-
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50. Message to Lt. Gen. Jonathan Wainwright

ness in deeds, in Bataan. There were heroes at Wake Island and
Pear]l Harbor and in the rice paddies of Java.

Our men in uniform have proved worthy of America. Now
it is up to us at home to prove worthy of them. They have set
us an example of sacrifice, of unity, of singleness of purpose that
we on the home front must emulate if the Nation is to survive.

There is a message that I wish every delegate to the fifty-first
continental congress of the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion would carry home with her, carry home to her townsmen,
her friends, her neighbors. It is in the words of Thomas Jeffer-
son. One hundred and thirty-three years ago Jefferson wrote:

““The times do certainly render it incumbent on all good citi-
zens, attached to the rights and honor of their country, to bury
in oblivion all internal differences and rally around the standard
of their country.”

Very sincerely yours,
Mrs. William H. Pouch,
President General,
Daughters of the American Revolution

50 (The President Sends a Message to Lieuten-
ant General Jonathan Wainwright Praising the
Defenders of Corregidor. May 5, 1942

Durine recent weeks we have been following with growing ad-
miration the day-by-day accounts of your heroic stand against
the mounting intensity of bombardment by enemy planes and
heavy siege guns. In spite of all the handicaps of complete isola-
tion, lack of food and ammunition, you have given the world a
shining example of patriotic fortitude and self-sacrifice. The
American people ask no. finer example of tenacity, resourceful-
ness, and steadfast courage. The calm determination of your
personal leadership in a desperate situation sets a standard of
duty for our soldiers throughout the world.
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effectively — the President had asked
for Congressional action. As he
stated in his message, it would have
been possible for the Executive to
take the necessary action himself,
without the Congress, to avert a
disaster which would interfere with
the winning of the war. There was
considerable debate during the
summer of 1942 as to whether the
President, in the face of Congres-
sional refusal to act, should issue
an Executive Order to carry out the
objectives of his stabilization pro-
gram. As early as July, 1942, an
Executive Order had been drafted
to give administrative agencies the
necessary powers to check inflation
on a wide front.

But the President rejected the
proposal to proceed solely by exec-

utive action and insisted upon the
more conservative course of look-
ing to the Congress for authoriza-
tion. It was not the President’s inten-
tion in choosing this course either
to avoid responsibility or to do
nothing. That is evidenced by his
statement that if the Congress failed
to act before October 1, he would
accept the responsibility and act
alone under his executive powers.

Congress began consideration of
a stabilization bill almost immedi-
ately, and a Stabilization Act was
sent to the White House and signed
by the President on October 2 (56
Stat. 465).

(See Item g7 and note, this vol-
ume, for discussion of the Stabiliza-
tion Act and the creation of the
0O.ES.)

g2 ( “If the Vicious Spiral of Inflation Ever Gets
Under Way, the Whole Economic System Will
Stagger” — Fireside Chat on the Cost of Living
and the Progress of the War. September 7, 1942

I wisu that all the American people'could read all the citations
for various medals recommended for our soldiers, sailors, and
marines. ] am picking out one of these citations which tells of
the accomplishments of Lieutenant John James Powers, United
States Navy, during three days of the battles with Japanese forces
in the Coral Sea.

During the first two days, Lieutenant Powers, flying a dive
bomber in the face of blasting enemy anti-aircraft fire, demol-
ished one large enemy gunboat, put another gunboat out of com-
mission, severely damaged an aircraft tender and a 20,000-ton
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transport, and scored a direct hit on an aircraft carrier which

burst into flames and sank soon after.

The official citation then describes the morning of the third
day of battle. As the pilots of his squadron left the ready room
to man their planes, Lieutenant Powers said to them, “Remem-
ber, the folks back home are counting on us. I am going to get a
hit if I have to lay it on their flight deck.”

He led his section down to the target from an altitude of
18,000 feet, through a wall of bursting anti-aircraft shells and
swarms of enemy planes. He dived almost to the very deck of the
enemy carrier, and did not release his bomb until he was sure of
a direct hit. He was last seen attempting recovery from his dive
at the extremely low altitude of 200 feet, amid a terrific barrage
of -shell and bomb fragments, smoke, flame and debris from the
st_r1cken vessel. His own plane was destroyed by the explosion of
his own bomb. But he had made good his promise to “lay it on
their flight deck.”

I have received a recommendation from the Secretary of the
N?.VY that Lieutenant John James Powers of New York City,
missing in action, be awarded the Medal of Honor. I hereby and
now make this award. .

.You and I are “the folks back home” for whose ‘protection
Lieutenant Powers fought and repeatedly risked his life. He said
that we counted on him and his men. We did not count in vain.
But have not those men a right to be counting on us? How are
we playing our part “back home” in winning this war?

‘The answer is that we are not doing enough.

Today I sent a message to the Congress, pointing out the over-
whelming urgency of the serious domestic economic crisis with
which we are threatened. Some call it “inflation,” which is a
vague sort of term, and others call it a “rise in the cost of living,”
which is much more easily understood by most families. ,

That phrase, “the cost of living,” means essentially what a
dollar can buy.

From January 1, 1941, to May of this year, nearly a year and
a half, the cost of living went up about 15 percent. And at that

369



92. Fireside Chat on Cost of Living

point last May we undertook to freeze the cost of living-. But we
could not do a complete job of it, because the Congressional au-
thority at the time exempted a large part of farm products used
for food and for making clothing, although several weeks before,
I had asked the Congress for legislation to stabilize all farm
prices. ‘

At that time I had told the Congress that there were seven ele-
ments in our national economy, all of which had to be con-
trolled; and that if any one essential element remained exempt,
the cost of living could not be held down.

On only two of these points — both of them vital, however —
did I call for Congressional action. These two vital points were:
first, taxation; and second, the stabilization of all farm prices at
parity.

“Parity” is a standard for the maintenance of good farm
prices. It was established as our national policy in 1933. It means
that the farmer and the city worker are on the same relative
ratio with each other in purchasing power as they were during a
period some thirty years before — at a time when the farmer had
a satisfactory purchasing power. One hundred percent of parity,
therefore, has been accepted by farmers as the fair standard for
the prices they receive.

Last January, however, the Congress passed a law forbidding
ceilings on farm prices below 110 percent of parity on some com-
modities. And on other commodities the ceiling was even higher,
so that the average possible ceiling is now about 116 percent of
parity for agricultural products as a whole.

This act of favoritism for one particular group in the com-
munity increased the cost of food to everybody — not only to the
workers in the city or in the munitions plants, and their families,
but also to the families of the farmers themselves.

Since last May, ceilings have been set on nearly all com-
modities, rents, and services, except the exempted farm prod-
ucts. Installment buying, for example, has been effectively
controlled.
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Wages in certain key industries have been stabilized on the
basis of the present cost of living.

But it is obvious to all of us that if the cost of food continues
to go up, as it is doing at present, the wage earner, particularly
in the lower brackets, will have a right to an increase in his
wages. I think that would be essential justice and a practical
necessity.

Our experience with the control of other prices during the
past few months has brought out one important fact — the rising
cost of living can be controlled, providing that all elements mak-
ing up the cost of living are controlled at the same time. I think
that also is an essential justice and a practical necessity. We
know that parity prices for farm products not now controlled
will not put up the cost of living more than a very small amount;
but we also know that if we must g0 up to an average of 116 per-
cent of parity for food and other farm products — which is neces-
sary at present under the Emergency Price Control Act before
we can control all farm prices — the cost of living will get well
out of hand. We are face to face with this danger today. Let us
meet it and remove it.

I realize that it may seem out of proportion to you to be over-
stressing these economic problems at a time like this, when we
are all deeply concerned about the news from far distant fields
of battle. But I give you the solemn assurance that failure to
solve this problem here at home —and to solve it now — will
make more difficult the winning of this war.

If the vicious spiral of inflation ever gets under way, the whole
economic system will stagger. Prices and wages will go up so
rapidly that the entire production program will be endangered.
The cost of the war, paid by taxpayers, will jump beyond all
present calculations. It will mean an uncontrollable rise in
prices and in wages, which can result in raising the over-all cost
of living as high as another 20 percent soon. That would mean
that the purchasing power of every dollar that you have in your
pay envelope, or in the bank, or included in your insurance
policy or your pension, would be reduced to about eighty cents’
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worth. I need not tell you that this would have a demoralizing
effect on our people, soldiers and civilians alike.

Over-all stabilization of prices, salaries, wages, and profits is
necessary to the continued increasing production of planes and
tanks and ships and guns.

In my Message to Congress today, I have said that this must
be done quickly. If we wait for two or three or four or six
months it may well be too late.

I have told the Congress that the Administration cannot hold
the actual cost of food and clothing down to the present level
beyond October first.

Therefore, I have asked the Congress to pass legislation under
which the President would be specifically authorized to stabilize
the cost of living, including the price of all farm commodities.
"The purpose should be to hold farm prices at parity, or at levels
of a recent date, whichever is higher. The purpose should also
be to keep wages at a point stabilized with today’s cost of living.
Both must be regulated at the same time; and neither one of them
can or should be regulated without the other.

At the same time that farm prices are stabilized, I will stabi-
lize wages.

That is plain justice —and plain common sense.

And so I have asked the Congress to take this action by the
first of October. We must now act with the dispatch which the
stern necessities of war require.

I have told the Congress that inaction on their part by that
date will leave me with an inescapable responsibility to the
people of this country to see to it that the war effort is no longer
imperiled by the threat of economic chaos.

As I said in my Message to the Congress:

In the event that the Congress should fail to act, and act ade-
quately, I shall accept the responsibility, and I will act.

The President has the powers, under the Constitution and
under Congressional Acts, to take measures necessary to avert a
disaster which would interfere with the winning of the war.

I have given the most careful and thoughtful consideration to
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meeting this issue without further reference to the Congress. I
have determined, however, on this vital matter to consult with
the Congress.

There may be those who will say that, if the situation is as
grave as I have stated it to be, I should use my powers and act
now. I can only say that I have approached this problem from
every angle, and that I have decided that the course of conduct
which I am following in this case is consistent with my sense of
responsibility as President in time of war, and with my deep and
unalterable devotion to the processes of democracy.

The responsibilities of the President in wartime to protect the
Nation are very grave. This total war, with our fighting fronts
all over the world, makes the use of the executive power far more
essential than in any previous war.

If we were invaded, the people of this country would expect
the President to use any and all means to repel the invader.

‘The Revolution and the War Between the States were fought
on our own soil, but today this war will be won or lost on other
continents and in remote seas. I cannot tell what powers may
have to be exercised in order to win this war.

‘The American people can be sure that T will use my powers
with a full sense of responsibility to the Constitution and to my
country. The American people can also be sure that I shall not
hesitate to use every power vested in me to accomplish the defeat
of our enemies in any part of the world where our own safety
demands such defeat.

And when the war is won, the powers under which I act will
automatically revert to the people of the United States — to the
people to whom those powers belong.

I think I know the American farmers. I know they are as
wholehearted in their patriotism as any other group. They have
suffered from the constant fluctuations of farm prices — occasion-
ally too high, more often too low. Nobody knows better than
farmers the disastrous effects of wartime inflationary booms, and
postwar deflationary panics.

So I have also suggested today that the Congress make our
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agricultural economy more stable. I have recommended that in
addition to putting ceilings on all farm products now, we also
place a definite floor under those prices for a period beginning
now, continuing through the war, and for as long as necessary
after the war. In this way we will be able to avoid the collapse of
farm prices that happened after the last war. The farmers must
be assured of a fair minimum price during the readjustment
period which will follow the great, excessive world food demands
which now prevail.

We must have some floor under farm prices, as we have under
wages, if we are to avoid the dangers of a postwar inflation on the
one hand, or the catastrophe of a crash in farm prices and wages
on the other.

Today I have also advised the Congress of the importance of
speeding up the passage of the tax bill. The Federal Treasury is
losing millions of dollars each and every day because the bill has
not yet been passed. Taxation is the only practical way of pre-
venting the incomes and profits of individuals and corporations
from getting too high.

I have told the Congress once more that all net individual in-
comes, after payment of all taxes, should be limited effectively
by further taxation to a maximum net income of $25,000 a year.
And it is equally important that corporate profits should not
exceed a reasonable amount in any case.

The Nation must have more money to run the war. People
must stop spending for luxuries. Our country needs a far greater
share of our incomes.

For this is a global war, and it will cost this Nation nearly
$100,000,000,000 int 1943.

In that global war there are now four main areas of combat;
and I should like to speak briefly of them, not in the order of
their importance, for all of them are vital and all of them are
interrelated.

1. The Russian front. Here the Germans are still unable to
gain the smashing victory which, almost a year ago, Hitler an-
nounced he had already achieved. Germany has been able to
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capture important Russian territory. Nevertheless, Hitler has
been unable to destroy a single Russian Army; and this, you may
be sure, has been, and still is, his main objective. Millions of
German troops seem doomed to spend another cruel and bitter
winter on the Russian front. Yes, the Russians are killing more
Nazis, and destroying more airplanes and tanks than are being
smashed on any other front. They are fighting not only bravely
but brilliantly. In spite of any setbacks Russia will hold out, and
with the help of her allies will ultimately drive every Nazi from
her soil.

2. The Pacific Ocean area. This area must be grouped to-
gether as a whole —every part of it, land and sea. We have
stopped one major Japanese offensive; and we have inflicted
heavy losses on their fleet. But they still possess great strength;
they seek to keep the initiative; and they will undoubtedly strike
hard again. We must not overrate the importance of our suc-
cesses in the Solomon Islands, though we may be proud of the
skill with which these local operations were conducted. At the
same time, we need not underrate the significance of our victory
at Midway. There we stopped the major Japanese offensive.

3. In the Mediterranean and the Middle East area the British,
together with the South Africans, Australians, New Zealanders,
Indian troops and others of the United Nations, including our-
selves, are fighting a desperate battle with the Germans and
Italians. The Axis powers are fighting to gain control of that
area, dominate the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean, and
gain contact with the Japanese Navy. The battle in the Middle
East is now joined. We are well aware of our danger, but we are
hopeful of the outcome.

4. The European area. Here the aim is an offensive against
Germany. There are at least a dozen different points at which at-
tacks can be launched. You, of course, do not expect me to give
details of future plans, but you can rest assured that preparations
are being made here and in Britain toward this purpose. The
power of Germany must be broken on the battlefields of Europe.

Various people urge that we concentrate our forces on one or
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another of these four areas, although no one suggests that any
one of the four areas should be abandoned. Certainly, it could
not be seriously urged that we abandon aid to Russia, or that we
surrender all of the Pacific to Japan, or the Mediterranean and
Middle East to Germany, or give up an offensive against Ger-
many. The American people may be sure that we shall neglect
none of the four great theaters of war.

Certain vital military decisions have been made. In due time
you will know what these decisions are — and so will our enemies.
I can say now that all of these decisions are directed toward tak-
ing the offensive.

Today, exactly nine months after Pearl Harbor, we have sent
overseas three times more men than we transported to France in
the first nine months of the first World War. We have done this
in spite of greater danger and fewer ships. And every week sees a
gain in the actual number of American men and weapons in the
fighting areas. These reinforcements in men and munitions are
continuing, and will continue to go forward.

This war will finally be won by the coordination of all the
armies, navies, and air forces of all of the United Nations operat-
ing in unison against our enemies.

‘This will require vast assemblies of weapons and men at all
the vital points of attack. We and our allies have worked for
years to achieve superiority in weapons. We have no doubts
about the superiority of our men. We glory in the individual
exploits of our soldiers, our sailors, our marines, our merchant
seamen. Lieutenant John James Powers was one of these — and
there are thousands of others in the forces of the United Nations.

Several thousand Americans have met death in battle. Other
thousands will lose their lives. But many millions stand ready to
step into their places — to engage in a struggle to the very death.
For they know that the enemy is determined to destroy us, our
homes and our institutions — that in this war it is kill or be
killed.,

Battles are not won by soldiers or sailors who think first of
their own personal safety. And wars are not won by people who
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are concerned primarily with their own comfort, their own con-
venience, their own pocketbooks.

We Americans of today bear the gravest of responsibilities.
And all of the United Nations share them.

All of us here at home are being tested — for our fortitude, for
our selfless devotion to-our country and to our cause.

"This is the toughest war of all time. We need not leave it to
historians of the future to answer the question whether we are
tough enough to meet this unprecedented challenge. We can
give that answer now. The answer is “Yes.”

NOTE: See previous item and note the note to the preceding item for
for message to the Congress asking additional measures taken by the
for action to avert the danger of in- President to combat inflation.
flation. See also references cited in

93 (Remarks of the President on the Transfer
of a Naval Vessel to Norway. September 16, 1942
Your Royal Highness, Mr. Ambassador:

IF THERE is anyone who still wonders why this war is being
fought, let him look to Norway. If there is anyone who has any
delusions that this war could have been averted, let him look to
Norway. And if there is anyone who doubts the democratic will
to win, again I say, let him look to Norway.

He will find in Norway, at once conquered and unconquer-
able, the answer to his questioning.

We all know how this most peaceful and innocent of countries
was ruthlessly violated. The combination of treachery and brute
force which conquered Norway will live in history as the black-
est deed of a black era. Norway fought valiantly with what few
weapons there were at hand — and fell.

And with Norway fell the concept that either remoteness from
political controversy or usefulness to mankind could give any
Nation immunity from attack in a world where aggression spread
unchecked.
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But now the free Nations we created on two contiqents, the
very liberties we made law, are endangered t_)y d’estructlve forces
from without. We are in the midst of mankind’s greatest war, a
war to determine whether the march of progress shall proceed

or be halted by the totality of conquest. . .
Our cause is not only liberty for ourselves but liberation for

others. An American victory will be a United Nations victory and
a victory for oppressed and enslaved people everywhere. I like to
remember on this significant anniversary the words of a con-

temporary poet:
“(Péolurz,ﬂ?us found a world and had no chart, save one that

faith deciphered in the skies.” -
We have faith; deeds will implement it.

104 ( The President Reports on the Home
Front. Fireside Chat. October 12, 1942
My fellow Americans:

As vou know, 1 have recently come back from a t.rip of inspec-
tion of camps and training stations and war fac.tor}es. 1
The main thing that I observed on this trip is not exactly
news. It is the plain fact that the American ‘people are un.lted as
never before in their determination to do a job and to do it wel.l.
This whole Nation of 150,000,000 free men, women, and c%ul—
dren is becoming one great fighting force. Some of us are s.oldlers
or sailors, some of us are civilians. Some‘of us are fighting the
war in airplanes five miles above the continent of. Eut.'ol?e or.the
islands of the Pacific—and some of us are fighting it In mme:
deep down in the earth of Pennsylvania or .Montana. A few of
us are decorated with medals for heroic achleveme.nt, b}lt all o
us can have that deep and permanent inner satlsfactlor.l that
comes from doing the best we know how — each of us playing an
honorable part in the great struggle to save our democratic
civilization.
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Whatever our individual circumstances or opportunities — we
are all in it, and our spirit is good, and we Americans and our
allies are going to win — and do not let anyone tell you anything
different.

That is the main thing that I saw on my trip around the coun-
try — unbeatable spirit. If the leaders of Germany and Japan
could have come along with me, and had seen what I saw, they
would agree with my conclusions. Unfortunately, they were un-
able to make the trip with me. And that is one reason why we
are carrying our war effort overseas — to them.

With every passing week the war increases in scope and in-
tensity. That is true in Europe, in Africa, in Asia, and on all the
seas.

The strength of the United Nations is on the upgrade in this
war. The Axis leaders, on the other hand, know by now that
they have already reached their full strength, and that their

steadily mounting losses in men and material cannot be fully
replaced. Germany and Japan are already realizing what the
inevitable result will be when the total strength of the United
Nations hits them — at additional places on the earth’s surface.

One of the principal weapons of our enemies in the past has
been their use of what is called the “War of Nerves.” They have
spread falsehood and terror; they have started fifth columns

_everywhere; they have duped the innocent; they have fomented

suspicion and hate between neighbors; they have aided and
abetted those people in other Nations —including our own—
whose words and deeds are advertised from Berlin and Tokyo
as proof of our disunity.

The greatest defense against all such propaganda, of course, is
the common sense of the common people —and that defense is
prevailing.

The “War of Nerves” against the United Nations is now turn-
ing into a boomerang. For the first time, the Nazi propaganda
machine is on the defensive. They begin to apologize to their
own people for the repulse of their vast forces at Stalingrad, and
for the enormous casualties they are suffering. They are com-
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pelled to beg their overworked people to rally their Weaker;:ad
production. They even publicly admit, for tbe first time, t Iz:t
Germany can be fed only at the cost of stealing food from the
rest of Europe. o o
They are I;)roclaiming that a second fro.nt is 1mpo§51ble, jbut,
at the same time, they are desperately rushing troops in all dlI'CC;
tions, and stringing barbed wire all the way from th-e coasts O
Finland and Norway to the islands of the eastern Mediterranean.
Meanwhile, they are driven to increase the fury of their
trocities. . ‘ .
: r’%(;iel United Nations have decided to estabhs.h the identity of
those Nazi leaders who are responsible for the: mnume-rable acts
of savagery. As each of these criminal deeds is c.omm.ltted, it is
being carefully investigated; and the evidence 1s being relent-
i f justice.
lessly piled up for the future purposes 0 : .
es\/\?,ephave xrll)ade it entirely clear that the United Nations seek
no mass reprisals against the populations of Germany or Italy or
Japan. But the ringleaders and their brutal henchmen must be
nalr)neci -and apprehended, and tried in accordance with the
sudicial processes of criminal law. . .
Ju']?";lerepare now millions of Americans in army camps, 11 naval
jons, in factories, and in shipyards. '
Staa;);ll; ';re these millions upon whom the hfe_of our country
depends? What are they thinking? What are tbelr?doubts? What
heir hopes? And how is the work progressing
ar?l“th: 11(-]ornlznander in Chief cannot learn all of the answers to
these questions in Washington. And that is why I made the trip
‘d. - .
: dIlt is very easy to say, as some have said, that wl}en the Pre51-f
dent travels through the country he should 80 with a blére o
trumpets, with crowds on the sidewalks, w1.th ba_t:tenes of re-
porters aI,ld photographers — talking and posing with all of the
liticians of the land. . - '
po];it having had some experience in this war ax‘ld in the last
war, I can tell you very simply that the kind of trip I.took per-
mit;:ed me to concentrate on the work I had to do without ex-
418
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pending time, meeting all the demands of publicity. And —1
might add — it was a particular pleasure to make a tour:of the
country without having to give a single thought to politics.

I expect to make other trips for similar purposes, and I shall
make them in the same way.

In the last war, I had seen great factories; but until I saw some
of the new present-day plants, I had not thoroughly - visualized
our American war effort. Of course, I saw only a small portion
of all our plants, but that portion was a good cross section, and
it was deeply impressive.

The United States has been at war for only ten months, and
Is engaged in the enormous task of multiplying its armed forces
many times. We are by no means at full production level yet.
But I could not help asking myself on the trip, where would
we be today if the Government of the United States had not
begun to build many of its factories for this huge increase more
than two years ago —more than a year before war was forced
upon us at Pearl Harbor.

We have also had to face the problem of shipping. Ships in
every part of the world continue to be sunk by enemy action.
But the total tonnage of ships coming out of American, Cana-
dian, and British shipyards, day by day, has increased so fast that
we are getting ahead of our enemies in the bitter battle of trans-
portation.

In expanding our shipping, we have had to enlist many thou-
sands of men for our merchant marine. These men are serving
magnificently. They are risking their lives every hour so that
guns and tanks and planes and ammunition and food may be
carried to the heroic defenders of Stalingrad and to all the
United Nations forces all over the world.

A few days ago I awarded the first Maritime Distinguished
Service Medal to a young man — Edward F. Cheney of Yeadon,
Pennsylvania — who had shown great gallantry in rescuing his
comrades from the oily waters of the sea after their ship had
been torpedoed. There will be many more such acts of bravery.

In one sense my recent trip was a hurried one, out through

419

y v 2V, .
e, L, £ e
B T vies | o bttt S U
: {;:g":;}f;fq‘\:);v BT o P T 35 e

T

TR Iy e 5



104. The President Reports on the Fome Front

the Middle West, to the Northwest, down the length of the
Pacific coast, and back through the Southwest and the South. In
another sense, however, it was a leisurely trip, because 1 had the
opportunity to talk to the people who are actually doing the
work —management and labor alike —on their own home
grounds. And it gave me a fine chance to do some thinking about
the major problems of our war effort on the basis of first things

first. :
As I told the three press association representatives who ac-

104. The President Reports on the Home Front .

In i i
o o.rlcll.er to keep stepping up our production, we have had to
« dml ions of wa'kers to the total labor force of the Nation
\nd as new factories come into operation, we must find addi-
tional millions of workers.

This presents a formidable problem i ilizati
manponn problem in the mobilization of
d~ It }:s not that we do not have enough people in this country to

o the job. The pro'blem is to have the right numbers of the
right people in Fhe right places at the right time.

We are learning to ration materials; and we must now learn

companied me, I was impressed by the large proportion of
women employed —doing skilled manual labor running ma-
chines. As time goes on, and many more of our men enter the
armed forces, this proportion of women will increase. Within
less than a year from now there will probably be as many women
as men working in our war production plants.

I had some enlightening experiences relating to the old saying
of us men that curiosity —inquisitiveness —is stronger among
women. I noticed, frequently, that when we drove unannounced
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to ration manpower.
g'he major objectives of a sound manpower policy are:

C11rst, to select and train men of the highest fighting efficiency
needed fo.r our armed forces in the achievement of victory over
our enemies in combat.

Sgcond, to man our war industries and farms with the workers
needed to produce the arms and munitions and food required by
ourselves and by our fighting allies to win this war.
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down the middle aisle of a great plant full of workers and ma-
chines, the first people to look up from their work were the men
— and not the women. It was chiefly the men who were arguing
as to whether that fellow in the straw hat was really the President
or not.

So having seen the quality of the work and of the workers on
our production lines —and coupling these firsthand observations
with the reports of actual performance of our weapons on the
fighting fronts —I can say to you that we are getting ahead of
our enemies in the battle of production.

And of great importance to our future production was the
effective and rapid manner in which the Congress met the seri-
ous problem of the rising cost of living. It was a splendid example
of the operation of democratic processes in wartime.

The machinery to carry out this act of the Congress was put
into effect within twelve hours after the bill was signed. The
legislation will help the cost-of-living problems of every worker
in every factory and on every farm in the land.
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_In orde.r to do this, we shall be compelled to stop workers
from moving from one war job to another as a matter of personal
preference; to stop employers from stealing labor from each
other; to use older men, and handicapped people, and more
women, and even grown boys and girls, wherever possible and
reasonable, to replace men of military age and fitness; to trai
new personnel for essential war work; and to sto tht,a wast o
of labor in all non-essential activities. ’ e

There are many other things that we can do, and do immedi-
ately, to help meet this manpower problem.

The school authorities in all the States should work out plan
to enable our high school students to take some time from lzhe'S
scl.lool year, and to use their summer vacations, to hel farrnelr
raise ar{d harvest their crops, or to work somev’vhere illl) the Wrs
md.ustrles. This does not mean closing schools and stoppin edil).r
cation. It does mean giving older students a better opportgunit :
to contribute their bit to the war effort. Such work WI;H d ,
harm to the students. o
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People should do their work as near their -homes as poss;lblre(;
We cannot afford to transport a single WOI‘kCI: into an area whe
there is already a worker available to d? t'he job.

In some communities, employers dislike to e¥nploy worrllgn1:
In others they are reluctant to hire Negroes. In still .othelrs,. o eh
men are not wanted. We can no longer afford to indulge suc

judi T practices.
pr%\lllil;:e;ifizei wants to know what essentiali war work he car:;
do the best. He can get the answer by applying to the nearesf
United States Employment Service office. There are 4,500 o
these offices throughout the Nation. The}.r form the cofrner %(r)o:
cery stores of our manpower system. Th1§ _network o he'mpkil}l's
ment offices is prepared to advise every citizen where his ; s
and labors are needed most, and to re.fer him to an employe
who can utilize them to best advantage in the war effort. e i
Perhaps the most difficult phase of the manpower pro-dzrllc ;S
the scarcity of farm labor in many places. I. have seen evi ees
of the fact, however, that the people are trying to meet it as
® {)I?S(S)lfelec.ommunity that I visited, a pe-rishable crop w}ils harr-
vested by turning out the whole of the high school for three o
fOIXn(ila}; another community of fruit growers t.he }lsuald]ap}ii-
nese labor was not available; but when the fruit npe;le , t te
banker, the butcher, the lawyer, the garage man, thedrugglsl;
the local editor, and in fact every able-bodied man anh w?lnt; "
in the town, left their occupations, and went o.ut, gathere
i it to market. _ ‘
frlggeisi::r?ér in the land must realiu? fully that his plrlodlillzgzz
is part of war production, and th?:lt he is regarded byht. e Natlo
as essential to victory. The AmerlFan peop}e expect. llm o 1rp
his production up, and even to increase 1t. Wc. wil huse Zv:ahz
effort to help him to get labor; but, at the same tm‘lie, e a:rative
people of his community must use ingenuity an dco:)p

effort to produce crops, and livestock and dairy products. i

It may be that all of our volunteer effort —however w
422
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tentioned and well administered — will not suffice wholly to
solve this problem. In that case, we shall have to adopt new leg-
islation. And if this is necessary, I do not believe that the Amer-
ican people will shrink from it.

In a sense, every American, because of the privilege of his
citizenship, is a part of the Selective Service.

The Nation owes a debt of gratitude to the Selective Service
boards. The successful operation of the Selective Service System
and the way it has been accepted by the great mass of our citizens
give us confidence that, if necessary, the same principle could be
used to solve any manpower problem.

And I want to say also a word of praise and thanks to the more
than 10,000,000 people, all over the country, who have volun-
teered for the work of civilian defense —and who are working
hard at it. They are displaying unselfish devotion in the patient
performance of their often tiresome and always anonymous
tasks. In doing this important neighborly work they are helping
to fortify our national unity and our real understanding of the
fact that we are all involved in this war.

Naturally, on my trip I was most interested in watching the
training of our fighting forces.

All of our combat units that go overseas must consist of young,
strong men who have had thorough training. An Army Division
that has an average age of 23 or 24 1s a better fighting unit than
one which has an average age of 33 or g4. The more of such
troops we have in the field, the sooner the war will be won, and
the smaller will be the cost in casualties,

Therefore, I believe that it will be necessary to lower the pres-
ent minimum age limit for Selective Service from twenty years

- down to eighteen. We have learned how inevitable that is —and

how important to the speeding up of victory.

I can very thoroughly understand the feelings of all parents
whose sons have entered our armed forces. I have
ation of that feeling — and so has my wife. .

I want every father and every mother who has a son in the
service to know—again, from what I have seen with my own
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eyes — that the men in the Army, Navy, and Marine Corps ax(‘le
receiving today the best possible training, equipment, and med-
ical care. And we will never fail to provide-for the spiritual needs
of our officers and men under the Chaplains of our armed serv-
ices. o .

Good training will save many, many lives in battle. The hlg'h
est rate of casualties is always suffered by units comprised of in-
adequately trained men. .

V?’e canybe sure that the combat units of our Army an.d Navy
are well manned, well equipped, and well trfxmed. Th'elr effec-
tiveness in action will depend upon the qt'lahty of their l'eader-
ship, and upon the wisdom of the strategic plans on which all
military operations are based.

I cari, sal; one thing about these plans of ours: They are not
being decided by the typewriter strategists who expound their
views in the press or on the radio. -

One of the greatest of American soldiers, Rob(_frt E. Lee, once
remarked on the tragic fact that in the war of his day -all of th(;
best generals were apparently working on newspapers instead o

in all wars.
in the Army. And that seems to be true in ally .
mThca t:rou};)Ie with the typewriter strategists is tha?, while they
may be full of bright ideas, they are not in possession of n'luch
information about the facts or problems of military operations.

We, therefore, will continue to leave the plans for this war to
the military leaders. '

c:I'he miliytary and naval plans of the Umted.Stat:es are mzfde by
the Joint Staff of the Army and Navy which is consta_ntly in ses-
sion in Washington. The Chiefs of this Staff are Admiral Leahy,
General Marshall, Admiral King, and Gem.eral Arnold. 'I_‘I%ey
meet and confer regularly with representatives 'of the British
Joint Staff, and with representatives of Russm: China, The Neth-

erlands, Poland, Norway, the British Dominions and other Na-
tions working in the common cause. -

l Since this unity of operations was put into effect last January,

there has been a very substantial agreement among these. plan-
ners, all of whom are trained in the profession of arms — air, sea,
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and land — from their early years. As Commander in Chief I
have at all times also been in substantial agreement,

As I have said before, many major decisions of strategy have
been made. One of them — on which we have all agreed — relates
to the necessity of diverting enemy forces from Russia and China
to other theaters of war by new offensives against Germany and
Japan. An announcement of how these offensives are to be
launched, and when, and where, cannot be broadcast over the
radio at this time.

We are celebrating today the exploit of a bold and adventur-
ous Italian — Christopher Columbus — who with the aid of Spain
opened up a new world where freedom and tolerance and respect
for human rights and dignity provided an asylum for the op-
pressed of the Old World.

Today, the sons of the New World are fighting in lands far
distant from their own America. They are fighting to save for all
mankind, including ourselves, the principles which have flour-
ished in this New World of freedom.

We are mindful of the countless millions of people whose
future liberty and whose very lives depend upon permanent
victory for the United Nations.

There are a few people in this country who, when the collapse
of the Axis begins, will tell our people that we are safe once
more; that we can tell the rest of the world to “stew in jts own
juice”; that never again will we help to pull “the other fellow’s
chestnuts from the fire”; that the future of civilization can jolly

- well take care of itself insofar as we are concerned.

But it is useless to win battles if the cause for which we fight
these battles is lost. It is useless to win a war unless it stays won.

We, therefore, fight for the restoration and perpetuation of
faith and hope and peace throughout the world.

The objective of today is clear and realistic. It is to destroy
completely the military power of Germany, Italy, and Japan to
such good purpose that their threat against us and all the other
United Nations cannot be revived a generation hence.

We are united in seeking the kind of victory that will guar-

425



ros. Electric Home and Farm Authority

antee that our grandchildren can grow and, under God, may .hve
their lives, free from the constant threat of invasion, destruction,

slavery, and violent death.
NOTE: See Item g6, this volume, camps, training stations and war

for the President’s press conference factories.
account of his trip inspecting

105 € Termination of the Electric Home and
Farm Authority. Executive Order No. g256.
October 13, 1942

By virTUE of the authority vested in me by section 1 of the Act
of Congress approved March g1, 1936, 49 Stat. 1186, as amended,
and as President of the United States, it is ordered as follows:

1. The Electric Home and Farm Authority shall cease to be
an agency of the United States on the effective date'of this Ordt.zr ;
and proceedings for the dissolution of the Authority shall be in-

stituted in accordance with the laws of the District of Columbia, _

and the capital stock of the Authority shall be cancc?led: L

2. For purposes of liquidation and payment of its 11ab111t1e§,
all assets, funds, records, contracts, and property of tl'}e .Elect-nc
Home and Farm Authority and the further adfnlmst.ratlon
thereof are hereby trahsferred to the Reconstr'uctlon F Inance
Corporation. All funds remaining upon completion of the llq-ul-
dation of the Authority shall be paid by the Reconstruction
Finance Corporation into the general fund of the Treasury. '

3. All personnel of the Electric Hon-le a-nt.i Farx.n Authority
are hereby transferred, without change in civil service status, to
the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. .

4. This Order shall become effective as of the close of business

October 31, 1942.

NOTE: The Electric Home and
Farm Authority had been estab-
lished by Executive Order No. 6514
on December 19, 1933. It was

promptly chartered under the laws
of Delaware (see Item 184 and note,
Pp- 526-530, 1933 volume). By Ex-
ecutive Order No. #7139 of August
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12, 1935, its jurisdiction was ex-
tended and it was reincorporated
under the laws of the District of
Columbia (see Item 106 and note,
PP- 332-334, 1935 volume).

The primary purpose of the Elec-
tric Home and Farm Authority was
to aid in developing an increased
use of electric power through the
reduction of the cost of credit to
the consumer of electrical appli-
ances. This was accomplished by
guaranteeing consumer installment-
plan payments to electrical appli-
ance dealers, thus enabling the
dealers to give consumers three to
four years in which to pay for elec-
trical appliances. In most instances,
the E.-H.F.A. paid the dealer the
full amount immediately on pur-
chase; thereafter, the consumer
would pay in monthly installments,
which the cooperating local utility
company would add to the con-
sumer’s monthly electricity bill.

Initially, the E.-H.F.A. was estab-
lished, in conjunction with the
T.V.A,, to promote and finance the
installment buying of electrical ap-
pliances in the Tennessee Valley
region. It was for this reason that
the three directors of the T.V.A.
were originally also directors of the
E.H.F.A. It soon became apparent
that the benefits of the program
could and should be extended all
over the country. Following the re-
incorporation of the E.H.F.A. under
the laws of the District of Columbia
in 1935, the program was extended
outside of the Tennessee Valley
area. Its management was then

transferred from the T.V.A. direc-
tors to a board of trustees compris-
ing the directors and officers of the
Reconstruction Finance Corpora-
tion, in addition to the Rural
Electrification Administrator. The
agency was later placed under the
general control of the Federal Loan
Administrator.

Under the E.H.F.A. program,
over 8g,000 electrical appliances
were purchased by consumers
throughout the country. Approxi-
mately 5o percent of these were re-
frigerators; 18 percent were electric
ranges; 17 percent were washing
machines; 5 percent were water
heaters; 5 percent were radios; and
the remainder were miscellaneous
items. Of these purchases, 88 per-
cent were bought by those with in-
comes between $75 and $250 per
month; 6 percent of the purchases
fell above, and 6 percent below,
this range.

The E.H.F.A. was run on a busi-
nesslike basis; throughout its opera-
tion, it was self-sustaining finan-
cially. Upon its termination, there
was turned back to the Treasury
the entire amount of the original
capitalization — $850,000 — in addi-
tion to an earned surplus of ap-
proximately $650,000.

Because of several wartime de-
velopments, the President decided
in 1942 to terminate the E.H.F.A.
Shortages of materials meant that
only a limited amount of electrical
appliances could be produced and
sold during the war. Further, vari-
ous restrictions on credit and in-
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the seizure of the coal mines. (See address and subsequent develop-
Item 46 and note, this volume, for ments in the 1943 bituminous coal
the text of the President’s May 2 mines controversy.)

46 (“There Can Be No One Among Us— No
One Faction —Powerful Enough to Interrupt
the Forward March of Our People to Victory”
— Fireside Chat on the Federal Seizure of the
Coal Mines. May 2, 1948

I Am sPEAKING tonight to the American people, and in particular
to those of our citizens who are coal miners.

Tonight this country faces a serious crisis. We are engaged in
a war on the successful outcome of which will depend the whole
future of our country.

This war has reached a new critical phase. After the years that
we have spent in preparation, we have moved into active and
continuing battle with our enemies. We are pouring into the
world-wide conflict everything that we have — our young men,
and the vast resources of our Nation.

I have just returned from a two weeks’ tour of inspection on
which I saw our men being trained and our war materials made.
My trip took me through twenty States. I saw thousands of
workers on the production line, making airplanes, and guns and
ammunition.

Everywhere I found great eagerness to get on with the war.
Men and women are working long hours at difficult jobs and liv-
ing under difficult conditions without complaint.

Along thousands of miles of track I saw countless acres of
newly plowed fields. The farmers of this country are planting the
crops that are needed to feed our armed forces, our civilian
population, and our allies. Those crops will be harvested.

On my trip, I saw hundreds of thousands of soldiers. Young
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men who were green recruits last autumn have matured into
self-assured and hardened fighting men. They are in splendid
physical condition. They are mastering the superior weapons that
we are pouring out of our factories.

The American people have accomplished a miracle.

However, all of our massed effort is none too great to meet the
demands of this war. We shall need everything that we have and
everything. that our allies have —to defeat the Nazis and the
Fascists in the coming battles on the continent of 'Europe, and
the Japanese on the continent of Asia and in the islands of the
Pacific.

This tremendous forward movement of the United States and
the United Nations cannot be stopped by our enemies.

And equally, it must not be hampered by any one individual
or by the leaders of any one group here back home.

I want to make it clear that every American coal miner who
has stopped mining coal — no matter how sincere his motives, no
matter how legitimate he may believe his grievances to be —
every idle miner directly and individually is obstructing our war
effort. We have not yet won this war. We will win this war only
as we produce and deliver our total American effort on the high
seas and on the battle fronts. And that requires unrelenting, un-
interrupted effort here on the home front.

A stopping of the coal supply, even for a short time, would
involve a gamble with the lives of American soldiers and sailors
and the future security of our whole people. It would involve an
unwarranted, unnecessary, and terribly dangerous gamble with
our chances for victory.

Therefore, I say to all miners —and to all Americans every-
where, at home and abroad — the production of coal will not be
stopped. ’

Tonight, I am speaking to the essential patriotism of the
miners, and to the patriotism of their wives and children. And I
am going to state the true facts of this case as simply and as
plainly as I know how.

After the attack at Pearl Harbor, the three great labor organi-
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zations — the American Federation of Labor, the Congress of
Industrial Organizations, and the Railroad Brotherhoods — gave
the positive assurance that there would be no strikes as long as the
war lasted. And the President of the United Mine Workers of
America was a party to that assurance. .

That pledge was applauded throughout the country. It was
a forcible means of telling the world that we Americans — 185,
000,000 of us—are united in our determination to fight this
total war with our total will and our total power.

At the request of employers and of organized labor — includ-
ing the United Mine Workers — the War Labor Board was set
up for settling any disputes which could not be adjusted through
collective bargaining. The War Labor Board is a tribunal on
which workers, employers, and the general public are equally
represented.

In the present coal crisis, conciliation and mediation were
tried unsuccessfully.

In accordance with the law, the case was then certified to the
War Labor Board, the agency created for this express purpose
with the approval of organized labor. The members of the Board
followed the usual practice which has proved successful in other
disputes. Acting promptly, they undertook to get all the facts of
this case from both the miners and the operators.

The national officers of the United Mine Workers, however,
declined to have anything to do with the fact finding of the War
Labor Board. The only excuse that they offer is that the War
Labor Board is prejudiced.

The War Labor Board has been and is ready to give this case
a fair and impartial hearing. I have given my assurance that if
any adjustment of wages is made by the Board, it will be made
retroactive to April first. But the national officers of the United
Mine Workers refused to participate in the hearing, when asked
to do so last Monday.

On Wednesday of this past week, while the Board was proceed-
ing with the case, stoppages began to occur in some mines. On
‘Thursday morning I telegraphed to the officers of the United
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Mine Workers asking that the miners continue mining coal on
Saturday morning. However, a general strike throughout the
industry became effective on F riday night.

The responsibility for the crisis that we now face rests squarely
on these national officers of the United Mine Workers, and not
on the Government of the United States. But the consequences
of this arbitrary action threaten all of us everywhere.

At ten o’clock yesterday morning the Government took over
the mines. I called upon the miners to return to work for their
Government. The Government needs their services just as surely
as it needs the services of our soldiers, and sailors, and marines —
and the services of the millions who are turning out the muni-
tions of war.

You miners have sons in the Army and Navy and Marine
Corps. You have sons who at this very minute — this split second
—may be fighting in New Guinea, or in the Aleutian Islands, or
Guadalcanal, or Tunisia, or China, or protecting troop ships and
supplies against submarines on the high seas. We have already
received telegrams from some of our fighting men overseas, and
I only wish they could tell you what they think of the stoppage
of work in the coal mines.

Some of your own sons have come back from the fighting
fronts, wounded. A number of them, for example, are now here
in an Army hospital in Washington. Several of them have been
decorated by their Government.

I could tell you of one from Pennsylvania. He was a coal miner
before his induction, and his father is a coal miner. He was se-
riously wounded by Nazi machine-gun bullets while he was on a
bombing mission over Europe in a Flying Fortress.

Another boy, from Kentucky, the son of a coal miner, was
wounded when our troops first landed in North Africa six months
ago.

There is still another, from Itlinois. He was a coal miner —
his father and two brothers are coal miners. He was seriously
wounded in Tunisia while attempting to rescue two comrades
whose jeep had been blown up by a Nazi mine.
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These men do not consider themselves heroes. They would
probably be embarrassed if I mentioned their names over the
air. They were wounded in the line of duty. They know how es-
sential it is to the tens of thousands — hundreds of thousands —
and ultimately millions of other young Americans to get the best
of arms and equipment into the hands of our fighting forces —
and get them there quickly.

The fathers and mothers of our fighting men, their brothers
and sisters and friends — and that includes all of us — are also in
the line of duty — the production line. Any failure in production
may well result in costly defeat on the field of battle.

There can be no one among us —no one faction — powerful
enough to interrupt the forward march of our people to victory.

You miners have ample reason to know that there are certain
basic rights for which this country stands, and that those rights
are worth fighting for and worth dying for. That is why you have
sent your sons and brothers from every mining town in the Na-
tion to join in the great struggle overseas. That is why you have
contributed so generously, so willingly, to the purchase of war
bonds and to the many funds for the relief of war victims in
foreign lands. That is why, since this war was started in 1939,
you have increased the annual production of coal by almost two
hundred million tons a year.

The toughness of your sons in our armed forces is not sur-
prising. They come of fine, rugged stock. Men who work in the
mines are not unaccustomed to hardship. It has been the objec-
tive of this Government to reduce that hardship, to obtain for
miners and for all who do the Nation’s work a better standard
of living.

I know only too well that the cost of living is troubling the
miners’ families, and troubling the families of millions of other
workers throughout the country as well.

A year ago it became evident to all of us that something had
to be done about living costs. Your Government determined not
to let the cost of living continue to go up as it did in the first
World War.

194

46. Fireside Chat on Taking Over Coal Mines

Your Government has been determined to maintain stability
of both prices and wages — so that a dollar would buy, so far as
possible, the same amount of the necessities of life. And by neces-
sities I mean just that —not the luxuries, not the fancy goods
that we have learned to do without in wartime. :

So far, we have not been able to keep the prices of some neces-
sities as low as we should have liked to keep them. That is true
not only in coal towns but in many other places.

Wherever we find that prices of essentials have risen too high,
they will be brought down. Wherever we find that price ceilings
are being violated, the violators will be punished.

Rents have been fixed in most parts of the country. In many
cities they have been cut to below where they were before we
entered the war. Clothing prices have generally remained stable.

These two items make up more than a third of the total budget
of the worker’s family.

As for food, which today accounts for about another third of
the family expenditure on the average, I want to repeat again:
your government will continue to take all necessary measures to
eliminate unjustified and avoidable price increases. And we are
today taking measures to “‘roll back” the prices of meats.

‘The war is going to go on. Coal will be mined no matter what
any individual thinks about it. The operation of our factories,
our power plants, our railroads will not be stopped. Our muni-
tions must move to our troops.

And so, under these circumstances, it is inconceivable that any
patriotic miner can choose any course other than going back to
work and mining coal.

The Nation cannot afford violence of any kind at the coal mines
or in coal towns. I have placed authority for the resumption of
coal mining in the hands of a civilian, the Secretary of the In-
terior. If it becomes necessary to protect any miner who seeks
patriotically to go back and work, then that miner must have and
his family must have —and will have — complete and adequate
protection. If it becomes necessary to have troops at the mine
mouths or in coal towns for the protection of working miners
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and their families, those troops will be doing police duty for the
sake of the Nation as a whole, and particularly for the sake of the
fighting men in the Army, the Navy, and the Marines — your
sons and mine — who are fighting our common enemies all over
the world.

I understand the devotion of the coal miners to their union.
I know of the sacrifices they have made to build it up. I believe
now, as I have all my life, in the right of workers to join unions
and to protect their unions. I want to make it absolutely clear
that this Government is not going to do anything now to weaken
those rights in the coal fields.

Every improvement in the conditions of the coal miners of
this country has had my hearty support, and I do not mean to
desert them now. But I also do not mean to desert my obligations
and responsibilities as President of the United States and Com-
mander in Chief of the Army and Navy.

The first necessity is the resumption of coal mining. The terms
of the old contract will be followed by the Secretary of the In-
terior. If an adjustment in wages results from a decision of the
War Labor Board, or from any new agreement between the
operators and miners, which is approved by the War Labor
Board, that adjustment will be made retroactive to April first.

In the message that I delivered to the Congress four months
ago, I expressed my conviction that the spirit of this Nation is
good.

Since then, I have seen our troops in the Caribbean area, in
bases on the coasts of our ally, Brazil, and in North Africa. Re-
cently I have again seen great numbers of our fellow countrymen
— soldiers and civilians — from the Atlantic seaboard to the Mexi-
can border and to the Rocky Mountains.

Tonight, in the face of a crisis of serious proportions in the
coal industry, I say again that the spirit of this Nation is good. I
know that the American people will not tolerate any threat
offered to their Government by anyone. I believe the coal miners
will not continue the strike against their Government. I believe
that the coal miners as Americans will not fail to heed the clear
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call to duty. Like all other good Americans, they will march
shoulder to shoulder with their armed forces to victory.

Tomorrow the Stars and Stripes will fly over the coal mines,
and I hope that every miner will be at work under that flag.

NOTE: Once again in March, 1943,
labor disputes flared in the Nation’s
bituminous coal mines, when it be-
came apparent that the United
Mine Workers and representatives
of the opcrators would be unable
to reach agrecment on terms for a
new contract. The old contract ex-
pired on April 1, 1943, and the
President requested and obtained
an agreement that the mines would
continue in operation for thirty
days after April 1.

The miners, late in April, walked
out in defiance of the Government
(see Item 45 and note, this volume).
Accordingly, the President issued
Executive Order No. gg40 on May
1, 1948, and, in the foregoing ad-
dress, spoke to the miners of the
Nation over the radio.

As he was on his way to the Oval
Room to make the foregoing ad-
dress, the President received word

. that John L. Lewis had concluded

an agreement with Secretary of the
Interior Ickes for the striking min-
ers to return to work in two days.
The President decided to proceed
with the address despite this last-
minute news.

On May 6, 1943, the National
War Labor Board resumed its hear-
ings. The Board directed the opera-
tors and miners to bargain collec-
tively in consultation with the
Board. The only response of the

miners was a telegram to the Secre-
tary of the Interior announcing they
would continue work in the mines
until midnight of May 31, 1943.

On May 25, 1943, the National
War Labor Board issued a directive
order which denied the union’s re-
quest for a general increase of $2
per day. From data published by
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the
Board found that the miners had
received substantial increases in
wage rates since April, 1941. It
found that only in the industries
producing locomotives, ships, pe-
troleum, and automobiles were
average hourly earnings higher
than in the bituminous coal indus-
try, and in no instance more than
seven cents higher. The Board
pointed out that the peacetime
standards of the bituminous coal
miners had been preserved because
the miners had received a wage rate
increase of 15 percent or more in
the period from January 1, 1941,
to May 15, 1942.

On other issues, the Board denied
payment for time spent from the
portal of the mine to working
places and return (portal-to-portal
pay); granted an increase from $20
to $50 in payment for vacation
time; and granted certain improve-
ments in working conditions of the
miners. The labor members of the
National War Labor Board dis-
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sented from the majority decision.

After the issuance of the Board’s
directive order, widespread strikes
in the bituminous coal mines began
again on June 1, 1948, and the
Board ordered the parties to cease
negotiations until the strikes were
called off.

On June 2, 1943, the President
received the following report on
the bituminous coal dispute from
Wayne L. Morse, Compliance Offi-
cer of the National War Labor
Board:

My, President:

“The National War Labor Board, by
unanimous vote, hereby refers to you,
for such action as you deem appro-
priate, the existing dispute between the
United Mine Workers of America and
the coal operators. As you know, several
hundred thousand workers are out on
strike in violation of the no-strike
pledge; in defiance of directive orders
of the National War Labor Board; and
in spite of the Executive Order of May
t which placed the mines under Fed-
eral management pending a final de-
termination of the case by the War
Labor Board. This strike has no paral-
lel, since Pearl Harbor, insofar as a
reckless and wanton disregard of the
no-strike agreement is concerned.
Viewed from the standpoint of its dam-
age to the war effort and its serious
threat to the maintenance of Govern-
ment by law and order, this strike prob-
ably has no parallel in American his-
tory.

“You will find attached to this letter
a detailed statement of the steps which
have been followed by the Government
in jts various attempts to settle this case.
This statement shows that the Mine
Workers of America have been ac-
corded exactly the same treatment by

the Government in the handling of this
case as has been accorded tens of thou-
sands of other workers involved in
labor disputes. It has been the position
of the War Labor Board throughout
that exactly the same rules and policies
for settling wartime labor disputes
should be applied in this case as in any
other. However, at each step of this
procedure on the part of the Mine
Workers under the leadership of their
officers there has been a direct repudia-
tion of the no-strike, no-lockout agree-
ment.

“The Union has followed a policy
through the history of the case of in-
sisting that negotiations be carried on
cither under the threat of a strike or
with a strike in progress. On the other
hand, every other great labor organiza-
tion and every responsible labor leader
in America has adhered to the no-strike
agreement. They have accepted the ob-
ligation to carry on their negotiations
without threatening to interrupt the
production of vital war material if
negotiations were not carried out ac-
cording to their dictates.

“It is the opinion of the War Labor
Board that the fundamental issue in
this case involving the supremacy of
law is perfectly clear and must be met
by the Government.

“This morning, Mr. President, the
War Labor Board in a telegram to the
parties, a copy of which is attached,
directed that all negotiations between
the parties on the issues referred to
them by the Board’s directive order of
May 25, 1943, should cease until the
Mine Workers return to work in com-
pliance with the Board’s order. This is
in accordance with the well-established
policy of the Board that no proceed-
ings conducted under the auspices or
direction of the Board can be carried
on while either party to a dispute
stands in violation of the no-strike, no-
lockout agreement.

“The War Labor Board, Mr. Presi-
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dent, stands ready to proceed with this
case in accordance with its policies just
as soon as the strike is ended.
"“Yours respectfully,
“WAYNE L. MoORse”

Upon the receipt of this state-
ment by the National War Labor
Board, the President on June g,
1948, made the following state-
ment: o

“Most of the Nation’s coal mines are
closed because of a general strike which
has taken place in defiance of the Gov-
ernment of the United States. I have
instructed the Secretary of the Interior,
who has possession of the mines for the
Government, to proceed to reopen the
mines.

“The Secretary of the Interior will
continue to operate the mines under
the terms and conditions of work which
obtained under the old contract which
was extended by order of the War
Labor Board plus those new terms and
conditions which have been approved

by the Board and which were an-
nounced by the Board's order of May
25.

“As President and Commander in
Chief I order and direct the miners who
are not now at work in the mines to
return to their work on Monday, June
7, 1948. I must remind the miners that
they are working for the Government
on essential war work and it is their
duty, no less than that of their sons and
brothers in the armed forces, to fulfill
their war duties.

“Just as soon as the miners return
to work, the disposition of the dispute
between the miners and the operators
will forthwith proceed, under the juris-
diction of the War Labor Board and in

accordance with the customary and es-

tablished procedures governing all cases
of this sort.”

(For an account of subsequent
developments and Presidential ac-
tions in the bituminous coal mines
disputes of 1943, see Items 66 and
120 and notes, this volume.)

47 (The Eight Hundred and Ninety-fourth
Press Conference (Excerpts). May 4, 1943

(Success of War Loan Drive — Second mission to Moscow — Coal
miners as Government employees — End of era of financial exploitation

in Latin America.)

THE PRESIDENT: I want to say a word in commendation of the
Treasury Department. The Secretary of the Treasury sent
me this morning the latest figures on the last bond issue.
They have completed the Second War Loan Drive with a total
sale of Government securities of $18,300,000,000, which is
more than $5,000,000,000 over the goal that was set.

It is rather interesting to analyze those figures a little. More
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But all through this we have to remember that there is just
one front, which includes at home as well as abroad. It is all
part of the picture of trying to win the war.

Now, of course, I can’t do anything about it because the
thing has got started, and people will continue to refer to the
“home front.”

It always reminds me of an example I use about things
getting started. I have a little dog who is called Fala — F-a-l-a.
But in the beginning, everybody got into their heads that his
name was F-a-l-l-a, and you can’t break them of the habit.
Same thing goes for “home front.” (Laughter) . . .

NOTE: See Item 81, this volume, Item 83, this volume, for the Pres-

for the President’s statement on the ident’s fireside chat on the progress
summation of the 1944 Budget. See of the war and the plans for peace.

83 (“The Massed, Angered Forces of Common
Humanity Are on the March. . . . The First
Crack in the Axis Has Come” —Fireside

Chat on the Progress of the War and Plans

for Peace. July 28, 1943

My fellow Americans:

OwsRr a year and a half ago I said this to the Congress: “The
militarists of Berlin and Tokyo started this war. But the massed,
angered forces of common humanity will finish it.”

Today that prophecy is in the process of being fulfilled. The
massed, angered forces of common humanity are on the march.
They are going forward —on the Russian front, in the vast
Pacific area, and into Europe — converging upon their ultimate
objectives: Berlin and Tokyo.

The first crack in the Axis has come. The criminal, corrupt
Fascist regime in Italy is going to pieces.
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The pirate philosophy of the Fascists and the Nazis cannot
stand adversity. The military superiority of the United Nations
—on sea and land, and in the air — has been applied in the right
place and at the right time. : '

Hitler refused to send sufficient help to save Mussolini. In
fact, Hitler’s troops in Sicily stole the Italians’ motor equipment,
leaving Italian soldiers so stranded that they had no choice but
to surrender. Once again the Germans betrayed their Italian
allies, as they had done time and time again on the Russian front
and in the long retreat from Egypt, through Libya and Tripoli,
to the final surrender in Tunisia.

And so Mussolini came to the reluctant conclusion that the
“jig was up”; he could see the shadow of the long arm of justice.

But he and his Fascist gang will be brought to book, and pun-
ished for their crimes against humanity. No criminal will be
allowed to escape by the expedient of “resignation.”

So our terms to Italy are still the same as our terms to Germany
and Japan — “unconditional surrender.”

We will have no truck with Fascism in any way, in any shape
or manner. We will permit no vestige of Fascism to remain.

Eventually Italy will reconstitute herself. It will be the people
of Italy who will do that, choosing their own Government in
accordance with the basic democratic principles of liberty and
equality. In the meantime, the United Nations will not follow
the pattern set by Mussolini and Hitler and the Japanese for the
treatment of occupied countries — the pattern of pillage and star-
vation,

We are already helping the Italian people in Sicily. With their
cordial cooperation, we are establishing and maintaining security
and order — we are dissolving the organizations which have kept
them under Fascist tyranny — we are providing them with the
necessities of life until the time comes when they can fully pro-
vide for themselves.

Indeed, the people in Sicily today are rejoicing in the fact that
for the first time in years they are permitted to enjoy the fruits
of their own labors — they can' eat what they themselves grow,
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instead of having it stolen from them by the Fascists and the
Nazis.

In every country conquered by the Nazis and the Fascists, or
the Japanese militarists, the people have been reduced to the
status of slaves or chattels.

It is our determination to restore these conquered peoples to
the dignity of human beings, masters of their own fate, entitled
to freedom of speech, freedom of religion, freedom from want,
and freedom from fear.

We have started to make good on that promise.

I am sorry if I step on the toes of those Americans who, play-
ing party politics at home, call that kind of foreign policy “crazy
altruism” and “starry-eyed dreaming.”

Meanwhile, the war in Sicily and Italy goes on. It must go on,
and will go on, until the Italian people realize the futility of
continuing to fight in a Iost cause — a cause to which the people
of Italy never gave their wholehearted approval and support.

It is a little over a year since we planned the North African
campaign. It is six months since we planned the Sicilian cam-
paign. I confess that I am of an impatient disposition, but I think
that I understand and that most people understand the amount
of time necessary to prepare for any major military or naval op-
eration. We cannot just pick up the telephone and order a new
campaign to start the next week.

For example, behind the invasion forces in North Africa, the
invasion forces that went out of North Africa, were thousands of
ships and planes guarding the long, perilous sea lanes, carrying
the men, carrying the equipment and the supplies to the point
of attack. And behind all these were the railroad lines and the
highways here back home that carried the men and the muni-
tions to the ports of embarkation — there were the factories and
the mines and the farms here back home that turned out the ma-
terials — there were the training camps here back home where
the men learned how to perform the strange and difficult and
dangerous tasks which were to meet them on the beaches and in
the deserts and in the mountains.
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All this had to be repeated, first in North Africa and then in
the attack on Sicily. Here in Sicily the factor of air attack was
added — for we could use North Africa as the base for softening
up the landing places and lines of defense in Sicily, and the lines
of supply in Italy.

It is interesting for us to realize that every Flying Fortress that
bombed harbor installations at Naples from its base in North
Africa required 1,110 gallons of gasoline for each single mission,
and that this is the equal of about g45 “A” ration tickets —
enough gas to drive your car five times across this continent. You
will better understand your part in the war — and what gasoline
rationing means — if you multiply this by the gasoline needs of
thousands of planes and hundreds of thousands of jeeps, trucks,
and tanks now serving overseas. .

I think that the personal convenience of the individual, or the
individual family, back home here in the United States will ap-
pear somewhat less important when I tell you that the initial
assault force on Sicily involved g,000 ships which carried 160,000
men — Americans, British, Canadians, and French — together
with 14,000 vehicles, 600 tanks, and 1,800 guns. And this initial
force was followed every day and every night by thousands of re-
inforcements.

The meticulous care with which the operation in Sicily was
planned has paid dividends. Our casualties in men, in ships and
matériel have been low — in fact, far below our estimate.

All of us are proud of the superb skill and coyrage of the offi-
cers and men who have conducted and are conducting those
operations. The toughest resistance developed on the front of
the British Eighth Army, which included the Canadians. But
that is no new experience for that magnificent fighting force
which has made the Germans pay a heavy price for each hour of
delay in the final victory. The American Seventh Army, after a
stormy landing on the exposed beaches of southern Sicily, swept
with record speed across the island into the capital at Palermo.
For many of our troops this was their first battle experience, but
they have carried themselves like veterans.
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And we must give credit for the coordination of the diverse
forces in the field, and for the planning of the whole campaign,
to the wise and skillful leadership of General Eisenhower. Ad-
miral Cunningham, General Alexander, and Air Marshal Ted-
der have been towers of strength in handling the complex details
of naval, ground, and air activities.

You have heard some people say that the British and the
Americans can never get along well together —you have heard
some people say that the Army and the Navy and the Air Forces
can never get along well together — that réal cooperation be-
tween them is impossible. Tunisia and Sicily have given the lie,
once and for all, to these narrow-minded prejudices.

The dauntless fighting spirit of the British people in this war
has been expressed in the historic words and deeds of Winston
Churchill —and the world knows how the American people feel
about him. :

Ahead of us are much bigger fights. We and our allies will go
into them as we went into Sicily — together. And we shall carry
on together.

Today our production of ships is almost unbelievable. This
year we are producing over 19 million tons of merchant shipping
and next year our production will be over 21 million tons. And
in addition to our shipments across the Atlantic, we must realize
that in this war we are operating in the Aleutians, in the distant
parts of the Southwest Pacific, in India, and off the shores of
South America.

For several months we have been losing fewer ships by sink-
ings, and we have been destroying more and more U-boats. We
hope this will continue. But we cannot be sure. We must not
lower our guard for one single instant.

One tangible result of our great increase in merchant shipping
— which I think will be good news to civilians at home — is that
tonight we are able to terminate the rationing of coffee. We also
expect that within a short time we shall get greatly increased al-
lowances of sugar.

Those few Americans who grouse and complain about the in-
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conveniences of life here in the United States should learn some
lessons from the civilian populations of our allies — Britain,
China, Russia —and of all the lands occupied by our common
enemy.

The heaviest and most decisive fighting today is going on in
Russia. I am glad that the British and we have been able to con-
tribute somewhat to the great striking power of the Russian
armies.

In 1941-1942 the Russians were able to retire without break-
ing, to move many of their war plants from western Russia far
into the interior, to stand together with complete unanimity in
the defense of their homeland.

The success of the Russian armies has shown that it is danger-
ous to make prophecies about them —a fact which has been
forcibly brought home to that mystic master of strategic intui-
tion, Herr Hitler.

The short-lived German offerisive, launched early this month,
was a desperate attempt to bolster the morale of the German
people. The Russians were not fooled by this. They went ahead
with their own plans for attack — plans which coordinate with
the whole United Nations’ offensive strategy.

The world has never seen greater devotion, determination,
and self-sacrifice than have been displayed by the Russian peo-
ple and their armies, under the leadership of Marshal Joseph
Stalin.

With a Nation which in saving itself is thereby helping to
save all the world from the Nazi menace, this country of ours
should always be glad to be a good neighbor and a sincere friend
in the world of the future.

In the Pacific, we are pushing the Japs around from the Aleu-
tians to New Guinea. There too we have taken the initiative —
and we are not going to let go of it. .

It becomes clearer and clearer that the attrition, the whittling-
down process against the Japanese is working. The Japs have lost
more planes and more ships than they have been able to replace.

The continuous and energetic prosecution of the war of attri-
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tion will drive the Japs back from their overextended line run-
ning from Burma and Siam and the Straits Settlement through
the Netherlands Indies to eastern New Guinea and the Solomons.
We have good reason to believe that their shipping and their air
power cannot support such outposts.

Our naval, land, and air strength in the Pacific is constantly
growing. If the Japanese are basing their future plans for the
Pacific on a long period in which they will be permitted to con-
solidate and exploit their conquered resources, they had better
start revising their plans now. I give that to them merely as a
helpful suggestion.

We are delivering planes and vital war supplies for the heroic
armies of Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, and we must do more
at all costs.

Our air supply line from India to China across enemy terri-
tory continues despite attempted Japanese interference. We have
seized the initiative from the Japanese in the air over Burma and
now we enjoy superiority. We are bombing Japanese communi-
cations, supply dumps, and bases in China, in Indo-China, in
Burma.

But we are still far from our main objectives in the war against
Japan. Let us remember how far we were a year ago from any
of our objectives in the European theater. We are pushing for-
ward to occupation of positions which in time will enable us to
attack the Japanese Islands themselves from the north, from the
south, from the east, and from the west.

You have heard it said that while we are succeeding greatly on
the fighting front, we are failing miserably on the home front. I
think this is another of those immaturities — a false slogan easy
to state but untrue in the essential facts.

For the longer this war goes on the clearer it becomes that no
one can draw a blue pencil down the middle of a page and call
one side “the fighting front” and the other side “the home front.”
For the two of them are Inexorably tied together.

Every combat division, every naval task force, every squadron
of fighting planes is dependent for its equipment and ammuni-
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tion and fuel and food, as indeed it is for its manpower, on the
American people in civilian clothes in the offices and in the fac-
tories and on the farms at home.

The same kind of careful planning that gained victory in
North Africa and Sicily is required, if we are to make victory
an enduring reality and do our share in building the kind of
peaceful world that will justify the sacrifices made in this war.

The United Nations are substantially agreed on the general
objectives for the postwar world. They are also agreed that this
is not the time to engage in an international discussion of all the
terms of peace and all the details of the future. Let us win the
war first. We must not relax our pressure on the enemy by taking
time out to define every boundary and settle every political con-
troversy in every part of the world. The all-important thing now
s to get on with the war — and to win it. '

While concentrating on military victory, we are not neglect-
ing the planning of the things to come, the freedoms which we
know will make for more decency and greater justice throughout
the world.

Among many other things we are, today, laying plans for the
return to civilian life of our gallant men and women in the
armed services. They must not be demobilized into an environ-
ment of inflation and unemployment, to a place on a bread line,
or on a corner selling apples. We must, this time, have plans
ready — instead of waiting to do a hasty, inefficient, and ill-con-
sidered job at the last moment.

I have assured our men in the armed forces that the American
people would not let them down when the war is won.

I hope that the Congress will help in carrying out this assur-
ance, for obviously the executive branch of the Government can-
not do it alone. May the Congress do its duty in this regard. The
American people will insist on fulfilling this American obliga-
tion to the men and women in the armed forces who are winning
this war for us.

Of course, the returning soldier and sailor and marine are a
part of the problem of demobilizing the rest of the millions of
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Americans who have been working and living in a war economy
since 1941. That larger objective of reconverting wartime Amer-
ica to a peacetime basis is one for which your Government is
laying plans to be submitted to the Congress for action.

But the members of the armed forces have been compelled to
make greater economic sacrifice and every other kind of sacrifice
than the rest of us, and they are entitled to definite action to help
take care of their special problems.

The least to which they are entitled, it seems to me, is some-
thing like this:

First, mustering-out pay to every member of the armed forces
and merchant marine when he or she is honorably discharged;
mustering-out pay large enough in each case to cover a reason-
able period of time between his discharge and the finding of a
new job.

Second, in case no job is found after diligent search, then un-
employment insurance if the individual registers with the
United States Employment Service.

Third, an opportunity for members of the armed services to
get further education or trade training at the cost of their Gov-
ernment.

Fourth, allowance of credit to all members of the armed forces,
under unemployment compensation and Federal old-age and
survivors’ insurance, for their period of service. For these pur-
poses they ought to be treated as if they had continued their em-
ployment in private industry.

Fifth, improved and liberalized provisions for hospitalization,
for rehabilitation, for medical care of disabled members of the
armed forces and the merchant marine.

And finally, sufficient pensions for disabled members of the
armed forces.

Your Government is drawing up other serious, constructive
plans for certain immediate forward moves. They concern food,

manpower, and other domestic problems that tie in with our
armed forces.

Within a few weeks I shall speak with you again in regard to
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definite actions to be taken by the executive branch of the ¢
ernment, and specific recommendations for new legislation
the Congress.

All our calculations for the future, however, must be based
clear understanding of the problems involved. And that can
gained only by straight thinking — not guesswork, not polit
manipulation.

I confess that I myself am sometimes bewildered by conflict
statements that I see in the press. One day I read an “author
tive” statement that we shall win the war this year, 1948 —:
the next day comes another statement equally “authoritativ
that the war will still be going on in 1949.

Of course, both extremes — of optimism and pessimism —
wrong. .

The length of the war will depend upon the uninterrup:
continuance of all-out effort on the fighting fronts and here
home, and that effort is all one.

The American soldier does not like the necessity of wagi
war. And yet — if he lays off for one single instant he may lose
own life and sacrifice the lives of his comrades.

By the same token —a worker here at home may not like (
driving, wartime conditions under which he has to work a
live. And yet — if he gets complacent or indifferent and slacks
his job, he too may sacrifice the lives of American soldiers a
contribute to the loss of an important battle.

The next time anyone says to you that this war is “in the bag
or says “it’s all over but the shouting,” you should ask him thc
questions:

“Are you working full time on your job?

“Are you growing all the food you can?

“Are you buying your limit of war bonds? _

“Are you loyally and cheerfully cooperating with your Go
ernment in preventing inflation and profiteering, and in maki
rationing work with fairness to allp

“Because — if your answer is ‘No’ — then the war is going
last a lot longer than you think.”
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The plans we made for the knocking out of Mussolini and his
gang have largely succeeded. But we still have to knock out
Hitler and his gang, and Tojo and his gang. No one of us pre-
tends that this will be an easy matter.

We still have to defeat Hitler and Tojo on their own home
grounds. But this will require a far greater concentration of our
national energy and our ingenuity and our skill.

It is not too much to say that we must pour into this war the
entire strength and intelligence and will power of the United
States. We are a great Nation — a rich Nation — but we are not
50 great or so rich that we can afford to waste our substance or
the lives of our men by relaxing along the way.

We shall not settle for less than total victory. That is the de-
termination of every American on the fighting fronts. That must
be, and will be, the determination of every American here at
home.

NOTE: As early as July 11, the
President had dictated some notes
of what he wanted to talk about
in the fireside chat of July 28. He
wanted to stress the inseparabil-
ity of the home front and the
fighting fronts, and show how
closely related and interdependent
they were, one upon the other. In
a memorandum of July 1g, the Pres-
ident set forth some additional
thoughts for the address, including
(1) the function of planning and
the importance of having an agency
like the National Resources Plan-
ning Board (funds for which had
been denied by the Congress beyond
July 1, 1943); (2) the necessity for
planning what to do with men in
the armed services when they re-
turned to civilian life after the war;
(3) rationing, and how the price of
sugar had been better controlled
during this war than the last war.

The President had asked Bob
Sherwood and me to come to Wash-
ington and then to accompany him
to Shangri-La, his retreat in the
Catoctin Mountains of Maryland,
in order to work on the speech.
Meanwhile, we had obtained from
the Army a memorandum contain-
ing many interesting facts and fig-
ures on the recent landings in Sicily,
aswell asa description of the status
of the various theaters of war. We
used this Army memorandum, as
well as the notes dictated by the
President, to prepare a first draft.

As the speech was getting rounded
into practically final form, word
was flashed to the President at
Shangri-La on Sunday, July 25, that
Mussolini had resigned. This, of
course, meant that the speech had
to be revamped a little in order to
include a discussion of this most
important piece of war news.
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84 € Statement of the President on the First
Anniversary of the WAVES. July g0, 1943

ONE year ago today the United States Navy opened to this Na-
tion’s patriotic womanhood an opportunity for service within its
ranks. The wholly voluntary response came in such swelling
volume as to constitute a ringing confirmation of the tenet that,
in total war, democracy must be fought for and defended by all
the people. Once again, the women of this free land stepped for-
ward to prove themselves worthy descendants of those proud
pioneer daughters who first nurtured freedom’s flame.

Thousands of fighting Navy men are now at battle stations
because they were released from vital shore jobs by women
within and wholly a part of the naval service. Other thousands
will sail to meet the enemy as more women become available to
take over these vital jobs ashore.

In their first year, the WAVES have proved that they are ca-
pable of accepting the highest responsibility in the service of
their country. On behalf of a grateful Nation, I offer birthday

congratulations and a hearty “Well done.”

NOTE: One of the most colorful,
popular, and thoroughly useful in-
niovations in World War II was the
utilization of women in uniform as
part of the armed forces. The Presi-
dent took a keen personal interest
in the development of these
women’s units, and he was deeply
impressed with the excellence and
importance of the performance of
their duties (e.g., Item 62, this vol-
ume; see Item 51 and note, 1942
volume, for an account of the estab-
lishment and functions of the
Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps
and its successor, the Women'’s
Army Corps).

On July 30, 1942, the President
approved an Act “to expedite the

war effort by releasing officers and
men for duty at sea and their re-
placement by women in the shore
establishments of the Navy, and for
other purposes” (56 Stat. 730). This
new branch of the Naval Reserve
began operation with an initial
plan for 1,000 officers and 10,000
enlisted women. Three years after
the President had approved the Act,
on July g0, 1945, there were 8,475
women officers and 74,497 enlisted
women in the WAVES, Women
marines were also recruited under
this same statute, and on July 31,
1945, there were 822 women officers
and 17,641 enlisted women in the
United States Marine Corps. By the
same date, there were 857 women
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I thir.11.< that it is a pretty fair guess to say that there will be
a transition period. You have to remember certain things,
and you have to remember that most of the world is pretty
well shellshocked now. Many of you are somewhat shell-
shocked. (Laughter) Occasionally, I think that I am a bit shell-
s.shocked. And I think that for the good of humanity perhaps
it mi'ght be good before we start writing the fair copy of what
is going to happen later on, that we should catch our breaths;
our handwriting will be better, and what we say will bc’:
better if we read it over a good many times, and perhaps for
a good many months.

And so I rather look forward to a period of transition be-
tween the firing of the last shot and the signing of a formal
agreement or treaty. Obviously, there are certain things that
w1l¥ happen during that transition period. One of them is the
maintenance of peace. Well, by whom? The victors. The
victors will maintain the peace during that transition period
and they will try out things. They will keep their Combineci
Staffs V.vorking, meeting, watching, ready to maintain peace by
force if necessary. And the Prime Minister was absolutely
right.

Now, that may develop into such a good working plan
from a military point of view that the United Nations may
say, “Well, that’s pretty good” — the United States and Brit-
ain, of course, and other Nations which contribute in a mili-
tary way to the maintenance of peace. And that, I think, is
the way the Prime Minister put it yesterday when he was
getting his degree. . . .

NOTE: See note to Item 105, 1941 war lend-lease settlements.
volume, for an account of the post-
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99 (Fireside Chat Opening Third War Loan
Drive. September 8, 1943

My fellow Americans:

ONcE upon a time, a few years ago, there was a city in our Middle
West which was threatened by a destructive flood in the great
river. The waters had risen to the top of the banks. Every man,
woman, and child in that city was called upon to fill sandbags in
order to defend their homes against the rising waters. For many
days and nights, destruction and death stared them in the face.

As a result of the grim, determined community effort, that
city still stands. Those people kept the levees above the peak of
the flood. All of them joined together in the desperate job
that had to be done — businessmen, workers, farmers, doctors
preachers — people of all races. .

To me, that town is a living symbol of what community co-
operation can accomplish.

Today, in the same kind of community effort, only very much
larger, the United Nations and their peoples have kept the levees
of civilization high enough to prevent the floods of aggression
and barbarism and wholesale murder from engulfing us all. The
flood has been raging for four years. At last we are beginning to
gain on it; but the waters have not yet receded enough for us to
relax our sweating work with the sandbags. In this war bond
campaign we are filling bags and placing them against the flood
— bags which are essential if we are to stand off the ugly torrent
which is trying to sweep us all away.

Today, it is announced that an armistice with Italy has been
concluded.

This was a great victory for the United Nations — but it was
also a great victory for the Italian people. After years of war and
suffering and degradation, the Italian people are at last coming
to the day of liberation from their real enemies, the Nazis.

But let us not delude ourselves that this armistice means the
end of the war in the Mediterranean. We still have to drive the
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Germans out of Italy as we have driven them out of Tunisia and
Sicily; we must drive them out of France and all other captive
countries; and we must strike them on their own soil from all
directions.

Our ultimate objectives in this war continue to be Berlin and
Tokyo.

I ask you to bear these objectives constantly in mind —and
do not forget that we still have a long way to go before we attain
them.

The great news that you have heard today from General Eisen-
hower does not give you license to settle back in your rocking
chairs and say, “Well, that does it. We've got ’em on the run.
Now we can start the celebration.”

The time for celebration is not yet. And I have a suspicion that
when this war does end, we shall not be in a very celebrating
frame of mind. I think that our main emotion will be one of grim
determination that this shall not happen again.

During the past weeks, Mr. Churchill and I have been in con-

stant conference with the leaders of our combined fighting forces.
We have been in constant communication with our fighting
allies, Russian and Chinese, who are prosecuting the war with
relentless determination and with conspicuous success on far
distant fronts. And Mr. Churchill and I are here together in
Washington at this crucial moment.

We have seen the satisfactory fulfillment of plans that were
made in Casablanca last January and here in Washington last
May. And lately we have made new, extensive plans for the fu-
ture. But throughout these conferences we have never lost sight
of the fact that this war will become bigger and tougher, rather
than easier, during the long months that are to come,

This war'does not and must not stop for one single instant. .

Your fighting men know that. Those of them who are moving
forward through jungles against lurking Japs — those who are
landing at this moment, in barges moving through the dawn up
to strange enemy coasts — those who are diving their bombers
down on the targets at roof-top level — every one of these men
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knows that this war is a full-time job and that it will continue to
be that until total victory is won.

And, by the same token, every responsible leader in-all the
United Nations knows that the fighting goes on twenty-four
hours a day, seven days a week, and that any day lost may have to
be paid for in terms of months added to the duration of the war.

Every campaign, every single operation in all the campaigns
that we plan and carry through must be figured in terms of
staggering material costs. We cannot afford to be niggardly with
any of our resources, for we shall need all of them to do the job
that we have put our shoulder to.

Your fellow Americans have given a magnificent account of
themselves — on the battlefields and on the oceans and in the skies
all over the world. ,

Now it is up to you to prove to them that you are contributing
your share and more than your share. It is not sufficient simply to
put into war bonds money which we would normally save. We
must put into war bonds money which we would not normally
save. Only then have we done everything that good conscience
demands. So it is up to you, the Americans in the American
homes — the very homes which our sons and daughters are work-
ing and fighting and dying to preserve.

I know I speak for every man and woman throughout the
Americas when I say that we Americans will not be satisfied to
send our troops into the fire of the enemy with equipment
inferior in any way. Nor will we be satisfied to send our troops
with equipment only equal to that of the enemy. We are deter-
mined to provide our troops with overpowering superiority —
superiority of quantity and quality in any and every category of
arms and armaments that they may conceivably need. ,

And where does our dominating power come from? Why, it
can come only from you. The money you lend and the money
you give in taxes buys that death-dealing, and at the same time
life-saving power that we need for victory. This is an expensive
war —expensive in money; you can help keep it at a minimum

cost in lives. '
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The American people will never stop to reckon the cost of
redeeming civilization. ‘They know there never can be any eco-
nomic justification for failing to save freedom.

We can be sure that our enemies will watch this drive with
the keenest interest. They know that success in this undertaking
will shorten the war. ‘They know that the more money the Ameri-
can people lend to their Government, the more powerful and
relentless will be the American forces in the field. They know that
only a united and determined America could possibly produce
on a voluntary basis so huge a sum of money as fifteen billion
dollars.

"The overwhelming success of the Second War Loan Drive last
April showed that the people of this Democracy stood firm be-
hind their troops. .

This Third War Loan, which we are starting tonight, will also
succeed — because the American people will not permit it to fail.

I cannot tell you how much to invest in war bonds during
this Third War Loan Drive. No one can tell you. It is for you
to decide under the guidance of your own conscience.

I will say this, however. Because the Nation’s needs are greater
than ever before, our sacrifices too must be greater than they
have ever been before.

Nobody knows when total victory will come — but we do know
tl?at the harder we fight now, the more might and power we
direct at the enemy now, the shorter the war will be and the
smaller the sum total of sacrifice.

Squ:ess of the Third War Loan will be the symbol that
America does not pTropose to rest on its arms — that we know the

tough, bitter job ahead and will not stop until we have finished
it.

Now it is your turn!

Every dollar that you invest in the Third War Loan is your
personal message of defiance to our common enemies — to the
ruthless savages of Germany and Japan —and it is your personal

ressage of faith and good cheer to our allies and to all the men
at the front. God bless them!
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NOTE: The First War Loan Drive
had been conducted between No-
vember 3o and December 23, 1942;
its goal was to raise about $9,000,-
000,000 through the sale of securi-
ties, Treasury bills, war savings
bonds, and tax savings notes. The
drive succeeded in raising $12,947,-
000,000, of which $7,860,000,000
represented sales to investors other
than commercial banks.

The Second War Loan Drive was
launched by the President on April
7, 1943, and was conducted between
April 12 and May 1, 1943. More
than a million volunteers partici-
pated in this drive. One of its major
objectives was to broaden the sale
of Government securities by in-
creasing the number of investors.
The goal for the Second War Loan
Drive was $18,000,000,000; in fact,
sales amounted to $18,555,000,000.
Purchases by non-bank investors
represented $13,476,000,000 of the
total sales during the second drive.

The foregoing address of the
President formally opened the
Third War Loan Drive, which was
conducted from September g
through October 2, 1943. For the
first time, commercial banks were
excluded from making purchases

during this drive and the effort was-

directed exclusively to the sale of
bonds to non-bank investors. The
Third War Loan Drive also differed
from the first two drives in that it
was organized under the direction
of State and local war finance com-
mittees, with each State chairman

reporting to the War Finance Divi-
sion of the Treasury Department.
The goal for the third loan was
$15,000,000,000; sales actually
amounted to $18,944,000,000, all to
non-banking investors.

(See Item g4 and note, 1941 vol-
ume; Items 47 and 67 and note, this
volume; and Items 42 and 115 and
notes, 1944-1945 volume, for other
Presidential statements and ad-
dresses in connection with war loan
drives, the sale of defense and war
savings bonds and stamps, and the
operation of the voluntary pay-roll
savings plan.)

At this stage of the war, the Pres-
ident was beginning to become ap-
prehensive lest the spirit of opti-
mism after the surrender of Italy
might cause a production let-down
at home. He frequently mentioned
this to his associates, and said that
he wanted to make clear in his fu-
ture speeches that although he was
confident of ultimate victory, that
victory could come only if we kept
at the business of war with every
ounce of energy and determination
that we could bring to bear.

As was usual with addresses on
war loan drives, the first draft of
the foregoing fireside chat was pre-
pared in the Treasury Department.
However, the President spent many
hours of his time and effort in revi-
sion of this speech. He wanted to
impress upon the American people
the necessity of not letting down, if
we wanted to win the war quickly.
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his, or Mr. Churchill’s, or my having to take trips through
the streets, in order to s€€ each other. ‘

So the next morning I moved out, down to the Russian
compound. 1 was extremely comfortable there, and it was
just another wall from the British place, sO that none of the
three of us had to go out on the streets, for example.

But of course, in a place like Teheran there ar¢ hundreds
of German spies, probably, around the place, and 1 suppose
it would make a pretty good haul if they could get all three
of us going through the streets. (Laughte'r) And of course, if
your future plans are known, or if they can guess the time
because of departure from one place, they can get German
pursuit planes over the transport plane very easily. . . -

_ Mr. President, is there anything you can tell us about Gen-
eral Patton?

ruE PRESIDENT: No. I saw him in Sicily. I saw him, and General
Clark and General Eisenhower went OVer with me. I think
probably that you may, if you want to write a piece, stick in
there the story of a former President [Lincoln] who had 2
good deal of trouble in finding 2 successful commander for
the armies of the United States.

- And one of them rurned up one day, and he was very suc

cessful.

And some Very good citizens went to the President and
protested: “you can’t keep him. He drinks.”

«It must be a good brand of liquor,” was the answer.

Q. Speaking of drinking, did you attend one of those dinners
where they had forty-five toasts? ( Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Well, 1 can tell you this. We had one banquet
where we had dinner in the Russian style. Very good dinner,
t0o. Russian style means 2 number of toasts, and I counted
up to three hundred and sixty-five toasts. (Laughter) And we

all went away sober. It's a remarkable thing what you can

do, if you try. (More laughter)
Q. How, Mr. President? (Laughter)
rHE PRESIDENT: When you go up to those places like Teheran,
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you lea'rnl I rx}ade one glass of vodka that big — (indicating
a two-m‘ch width with his fingers) last for about twenty
toasts — just about. (Laughter)

N?TE: See Item 184 a.nd note, this For accounts of the Cairo and
volume, for the President’s state- Teheran Conferences, see Items

ment on the death of Marvin H. 128 8 i
PN um;.lzg, 138, and notes, this vol-

138 {“Keep Us Strong in Our Faith That
We Fight for a Better Day for Humankind”
—_ Christmas Eve Fireside Chat on Teheran

and Cairo Conferences. December 24, 1943
My friends:

1 HAVE recently returned from extensive journeyings in the
region of the Mediterranean and as far as the borders of Russia
I h‘ave conferred with the leaders of Britain and Russia an(i
China on military matters of the present—-especiélly on plans
for stepping up our successful attack on our enemies as quickly
as possible and from many different points of the compass.

On this Christmas Eve there are over 10,000,000 men in the
armed forces of the United States alone. One year ago 1,700,000
were serving overseas. Today, this figure has been more t’han
doubled to 3,800,000 on duty overseas. By next July 1 that num-
ber overseas will rise to over 5,000,000 men and women.

That this is truly a world war was demonstrated to me when
arrang?rements were being made with our overseas broadcasting
agencies for the time to speak today to our soldiers, sailors
ma.rmes, and merchant seamen in every part of the v:rorld II;
fixing the time for this broadcast, we took into consideration ;.hat
at this moment here in the United States, and in the Caribbean
and on the northeast coast of South America, it is afternoon In
Alaska and in Hawaii and the mid-Pacific, it is still morning'. In
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Iceland, in Great Britain, in North Africa, in Italy and the Mid-
dle East, it is now evening.

In the Southwest Pacific, in Australia, in China and Burma and
India, it is already Christmas Day. So we can correctly say that at
this moment, .in those Far Eastern parts where -Americans are
fighting, today is tomorrow.

But everywhere throughout the world — throughout this war
that covers the world — there is a special spirit that has warmed
our hearts since our earliest childhood —a spirit that brings us
close to our homes, our families, our friends and neighbors —
the Christmas spirit of “peace on earth, good will toward men.”
It is an unquenchable spirit.

During the past years of international gangstensm and brutal
aggression in Europe and in Asia, our Christmas celebrations
have been darkened with apprehension for the future. We have
said, “Merry Christmas — Happy New Year,” but we have known
in our hearts that the clouds which have hung over our world
have prevented us from saying it with full sincerity and convic-
tion.

And even this year, we still have much to face in the way of
further suffering, and sacrifice, and personal tragedy. Our men,
who have been through the fierce battles in the Solomons, the
Gilberts, Tunisia, and Italy know, from their own experience and
knowledge of modern war, that many bigger and costlier battles
are still to be fought.

But — on Christmas Eve this year — I can say to you that at last
we may look forward into the future with real, substantial con-
fidence that, however great the cost, “peace on earth, good will
toward men” can be and will be realized and insured. This year
I can say that. Last year I could not do more than express a hope.
Today I express a certainty — though the cost may be high and
the time may be long.

Within the past year — within the past few weeks — history has
been made, and it is far better history for the whole human race
than any that we have known, or even dared to hope for, in
these tragic times through which we pass.
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A great beginning was made in the Moscow Conference last
October by Mr. Molotov, Mr. Eden, and our own Mr. Hull.
There and then the way was paved for the later meetings.

At Cairo and Teheran we devoted ourselves not only to mili-
tary matters; we devoted ourselves also to consideration of the
future — to plans for the kind of world which alone can justify
all the sacrifices of this war.

Of course, as you all know, Mr. Churchill and I have happily
met many times before, and we know and understand each other
very well. Indeed, Mr. Churchill has become known and be-
loved by many millions of Americans, and the heartfelt prayers
of all of us have been with this great citizen of the world in his
recent serious illness.

The Cairo and Teheran Conferences, however, gave me my
first opportunity to meet the Generalissimo, Chiang Kai-shek,
and Marshal Stalin — and to sit down at the table with these un-
conquerable men and talk with them face to face. We had
planned to talk to each other across the table at Cairo and Tehe-
ran; but we soon found that we were all on the same side of the
table. We came to the Conferences with faith in each other. But
we needed the personal contact. And now we have supplemented
faith with definite knowledge.

It was well worth traveling thousands of miles over land and
sea to bring about this personal meeting, and to gain the heart-
ening assurance that we are absolutely agreed with one another
on all the major objectives—and on the military means of
attaining them.

At Cairo, Prime Minister Churchill and I spent four days with
the Generalissimo, Chiang Kai-shek. It was the first time that we
had an opportunity to go over the complex situation in the Far
East with him personally. We were able not only to settle upon
definite military strategy, but also to discuss certain long-range
principles which we believe can assure peace in the Far East for
many generations to come.

Those principles are as simple as they are fundamental. They
involve the restoration of stolen property to its rightful owners,
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and the recognition of the rights of millions of peoPle in tl.xe Far
East to build up their own forms of self-government v.v1thout
molestation. Essential to all peace and security in the Pacific and
in the rest of the world is the permanent elimination of t}.le
Empire of Japan as a potential force of aggression. Never again
must our soldiers and sailors and marines —and other sol-dlers,
sailors, and marines — be compelled to fight from island to island
as they are fighting so gallantly and so successful.ly today.

Increasingly powerful forces are now harnmeng at the Japa-
nese at many points Over an enormous arc w%uch curves down
through the Pacific from the Aleutians to the jungles of- Burma.
Our own Army and Navy, our Air Forces, the Austx:ahans and
New Zealanders, the Dutch, and the British land, air, and sea
forces are all forming a band of steel which is slowly but surely
closing in on Japan. -

On the mainland of Asia, under the Generalissimo’s leader-
ship, the Chinese ground and air forces augmented. by Ar.nericz.m
air forces are playing a vital part in starting the drive which will
push the invaders into the sea. -

Following out the military decisions at Cairo, General Mar-
shall has just flown around the world and has had conferences
with General MacArthur and Admiral Nimitz — conferences
which will spell plenty of bad news for the Japs in the not too far
distant future. N

I met in the Generalissimo a man of great vision, great courage,
and a remarkably keen understanding of the problems of today
and tomorrow. We discussed .all the manifold military plans for
striking at Japan with decisive force from many directions, anftl
I believe I can say that he returned to Chungking with the posi-

tive assurance of total victory over our common enemy. Today
we and the Republic of China are closer together than ever be-
fore in deep friendship and in unity of purpose.

After the Cairo Conference, Mr. Churchill and I went by air-
plane to Teheran. There we met with Marshal Stalin. We talked
with complete frankness on every conceivable subject connected
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with the winning of the war and the establishment of a durable
peace after the war.

Within three days of intense and consistently amicable dis-
cussions, we agreed on every point concerned with the launching
of a gigantic attack upon Germany.

‘The Russian Army will continue its stern offensives on Ger-
many’s eastern front, the Allied armies in Italy and Africa will
bring relentless pressure on Germany from the south, and now
the encirclement will be complete as great American and British
forces attack from other points of the compass.

The Commander selected to lead the combined attack from
these other points is General Dwight D. Eisenhower. His per-
formances in Africa, in Sicily, and in Italy have been brilliant.
He knows by practical and successful experience the way to
coordinate air, sea, and land power. All of these will be under
his control. Lieutenant General Carl D. Spaatz will command the
entire American strategic bombing force operating against Ger-
many.

General Eisenhower gives up his command in the Mediter-
ranean to a British officer whose name is being announced by
Mr. Churchill. We now pledge that new Commander that our
powerful ground, sea, and air forces in the vital Mediterranean
area will stand by his side until every objective in that bitter
theater is attained. '

Both of these new Commanders will have American and
British subordinate Commanders whose names will be announced
in a few days.

During the last two days at Teheran, Marshal Stalin, Mr.
Churchill, and I looked ahead to the days and months and years
that will follow Germany’s defeat. We were united in determina-
tion that Germany must be stripped of her military might and
be given no opportunity within the foreseeable future to regain
that might.

The United Nations have no intention to enslave the German
people. We wish them to have a normal chance to develop, in
peace, as useful and respectable members of the European fam-
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ily. But we most certainly emphasize that word “respectable” —
for we intend to rid them once and for all of Nazism and Prus-
sian militarism and the fantastic and disastrous notion that they
constitute the “master race.”

We did discuss international relationships from the point of
view of big, broad objectives, rather than details. But on the basis
of what we did discuss, I can say even today that I do not think
any insoluble differences will arise among Russia, Great Britain,
and the United States.

In these conferences we were concerned with basic principles
— principles which involve the security and the welfare and the
standard of living of human beings in countries large and small.

"To use an American and somewhat ungrammatical colloquial-
ism, I may say that I “got along fine” with Marshal Stalin. He is
a man who combines a tremendous, relentless determination
with a stalwart good humor. I believe he is truly representative
of the heart and soul of Russia; and I believe that we are going
to get along very well with him and the Russian people — very
well indeed.

Britain, Russia, China, and the United States and their allies
represent more than three-quarters of the total population of the
earth. As long as these four Nations with great military power
stick together in determination to keep the peace there will be
no possibility of an aggressor Nation arising to start another world
war.

But those four powers must be united with and cooperate with
all the freedom-loving peoples of Europe, and Asija, and Africa,
and the Americas. The rights of cevery Nation, large or small,
must be respected and guarded as jealously as are the rights of
every individual within our own Republic.

The doctrine that the strong shall dominate the weak is the
doctrine of our enemies — and we reject it.

But, at the same time, we are agreed that if force is necessary to
keep international peace, international force will be applied —
for as long as it may be necessary.

It has been our steady policy —and it is certainly a common-
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sense policy — that the right of each Nation to freedom must be
measured by the willingness of that N ation to fight for freedom.
And today we salute our unseen allies in occupied countries —
the underground resistance groups and the armies of liberatjon.
They will provide potent forces against our enemies, when the
day of the counter-invasion comes,

Through the development of science the world has become so
much smaller that we have had to discard the geographical yard-
sticks of the past. For instance, through our early history the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans were believed to be walls of safety for
the United States. Time and distance made it physically pos-
sible, for example, for us and for the other American Republics
to obtain and maintain our independence against infinitely
stronger powers. Until recently very few people, even military
experts, thought that the day would ever come when we might
have to defend our Pacific coast against Japanese threats of in-
vasion.

At the outbreak of the first World War relatively few people
thought that our ships and shipping would be menaced by Ger-
man submarines on the high seas or that the German militarists
would ever attempt to dominate any Nation outside of central
Europe.

After the Armistice in 1918, we thought and hoped that the
militaristic philosophy of Germany had been crushed ; and being
full of the milk of human kindness we spent the next twenty
years disarming, while the Germans whined so pathetically that
the other Nations permitted them —and even helped them —
to rearm.

For too many years we lived on pious hopes that aggressor and
warlike Nations would learn and understand and carry out the
doctrine of purely voluntary peace.

The well-intentioned but ill-fated experiments of former years
did not work. It is my hope that we will not try them again. No —
that is putting it too weakly — it is my intention to do all that I
humanly can as President and Commander in Chief to see to it
that these tragic mistakes shall not be made again,
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There have always been cheerful idiots in this country who
believed that there would be no more war for us if everybody
in America would only return into their homes and lock their
front doors behind them. Assuming that their motives were of
the highest, events have shown how unwilling they were to face
the facts.

‘The overwhelming majority of all the people in the world
want peace. Most of them are fighting for the attainment of
peace —not just a truce, not just an armistice — but peace that
is as strongly enforced and as durable as mortal man can make
it. If we are willing to fight for peace now, is it not good logic
that we should use force if necessary, in the future, to keep the
peace?

I believe, and I think I can say, that the other three great
Nations who are fighting so magnificently to gain peace are in
complete agreement that we must be prepared to keep the peace
by force. If the people of Germany and Japan are made to realize
thoroughly that the world is not going to let them break out
again, it is possible, and, I hope, probable, that they will abandon
the philosophy of aggression — the belief that they can gain the
whole world even at the risk of losing their own souls.

I shall have more to say about the Cairo and Teheran Confer-
ences when I make my report to the Congress in about two
weeks’ time. And, on that occasion, I shall also have a great deal
to say about certain conditions here at home.

But today I wish to say that in all my travels, at home and
abroad, it is the sight of our soldiers and sailors and their magnifi-
cent achievements which have given me the greatest inspiration
and the greatest encouragement for the future.

To the members of our armed forces, to their wives, mothers,
and fathers, I want to affirm the great faith and confidence that
we have in General Marshall and in Admiral King, who direct
all of our armed might throughout the world. Upon them falls
the great responsibility of planning the strategy of determining
where and when we shall fight. Both of these men have already
gained high places in American history, which will record many
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evidences of thej i . -
today. eir rmhtary genius that cannot be published

earliest possible time.

We here in t'he United States had better be sure that when our
soldiers and sailors do come home they will find ap America in

ha_blhtatlon, social security, and employment and business enter-
prge under the frc?e American system — and that they will find
a bovernment which, by their votes as American citizens they
have had a full share in electing. ,

The American people have had every reason to know that this

lists — dead, wounded, and missing,
War entails just that. There
. - there 1s no easy road to victory.
end Is not yet in sight. - find the

I have.been back only for a week. It is fair that I should tell

age an outbreak of partisan thinking and talking. I hope I am
wroni. F?i surely, our first and most foremost tasks are all con-
cerned with winning the war and winn: j
1 winning a just peace i
last for generations. SRyt fhac wil
. The massive offensives which are in the making — both in
urope .and the Far East — will Tequire every ounce of ener
and fortitude that we and our allies can summon on th

e fighti
s ghting
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fronts and in all the workshops at home. As I have said before,
you cannot order up a great attack on a Monday and demand
that it be delivered on Saturday.

Less than a month ago I-flew in a big Army transport plane
over the little town of Bethlehem, in Palestine.

Tonight, on Christmas Eve, all men and women everywhere
who love Christmas are thinking of that ancient town and of the
star of faith that shone there more than nineteen centuries ago.

American boys are fighting today in snow-covered mountains,
in malarial jungles, on blazing deserts; they are fighting on the
far stretches of the sea and above the clouds, and fighting for
the thing for which they struggle. I think it is best symbolized by
the message that came out of Bethlehem.

On behalf of the American people — your own people — I send
this Christmas message to you who are in our armed forces:

In our hearts are prayers for you and for all your comrades in
arms who fight to rid the world of evil.

We ask God'’s blessing upon you — upon your fathers, mothers,
wives and children — all your loved ones at home.

We ask that the comfort of God’s grace shall be granted to
those who are sick and wounded, and to those who are prisoners
of war in the hands of the enemy, waiting for the day when they
will again be free.

And we ask that God receive and cherish those who have given
their lives, and that He keep them in honor and in the grateful
memory of their countrymen forever.

God bless all of you who fight our battles on this Christ-
mas Eve.

God bless us all. Keep us strong in our faith that we fight for
a better day for humankind — here and everywhere.

NOTE: Although Congressional
leaders wanted the President to
make his report on the Teheran
and Cairo Conferences in person in
the form of a message to the Con-
gress, the President said that he

wanted to make his report in con-
nection with Christmas Eve at Hyde
Park. He foresaw the early possi-
bility of an organization which
would keep world peace, and he
wanted to tie in that objective with
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the natural message of Christmas—  Cairo and Teheran Conferences, see
peace on earth, good will toward Items 128, 129, 137, and notes, this
men. volume.

For additional accounts of the

139 (Presidential Statement and Executive
Order on the Seizure and Operation of the
Railroads. Executive Order No. 0412.
December 27, 1943

The President’s statement :

R AtLroAD strikes by three Brotherhoods have been ordered for
next Thursday. I cannot wait until the last moment to take ac-
tion to see that the supplies to our fighting men are not inter-
rupted. I am accordingly obliged to take over at once temporary
possession and control of the railroads to insure their continued
oper.ation. The Government will expect every railroad man to
continue at his post of duty. The major military offensives now
plannt?d must not be delayed by the interruption of vital trans-
portation facilities. If any employees of the railroads now strike,

;hey will be striking against the Government of the United
tates.

The Executive Order:

WHEREfas the continuous operation of transportation service in
the Nation is necessary for the movement of troops, materials
of war, necessary passenger traffic, and supplies and food for the
armed forces and the civilian population, and is otherwise es.
sential to the successful prosecution of the war; and

Wl:IEREAS the continuous operation of some transportation sys-
tems is threatened by strikes called to commence on December
30, 1943;

Now, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me by
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THE PRESIDENT: That’s what Mr. Hull and I both have been
talking to the Senators about.

Q. Well, you haven’t submitted it to —

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No, because it’s in the first draft
stage. It may be tremendously improved before we give it out.

Q. Are there points, or do you get away from them?

THE PRESIDENT: You mean like the Fourteen Points? Oh, No.
Oh, No. This is an organization. Things like points, well, are
principles. This is a working organization that we are talking
about; we have got that far.

Q. Would the President’s clearance for this apply to the plan
for the organization itself, or merely for the process of putting
it up to the Big Four at this time?

THE PRESIDENT: We are putting up a first draft of the plan, with
definite objectives and a method of carrying them out.

Q. Would it take in the Senate —submit it to the Senate as to
whether they are bound irrevocably —

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Now you are waxing political, if
you start making people sign things when they have got only
a first draft. We want them to go along with the general idea
for the peace of the world. And, so far, they like the idea.

Q. In other words, then, Mr. President, you don’t find any will-
ful men, do you?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I never have. I have known some awful
fools in my life, and I have been sorry for some people in my
life, but I don’t hate. (Laughter) And that is an interesting
thing to some of you people. It’s rather interesting how many
people —some of them in this room, I think —have talked
about how I hate this person, or hate that person, or a feud,
or an awful row between so-and-so and me. It just isn't true.
It’s what —well, I won’t characterize it. You know. I don't
hate people — especially on Memorial Day. (Laughter) Some
of them are dead that I “hated.” (More laughter) . . .

Q. In your view of the thing, does this plan that Mr. Hull has
fall inside the outline of the Mackinac declaration?

THE PRESIDENT: Now you are getting us into politics — pretty
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close to it — awfully close. I don’t know. I suppose we might
take an exceedingly good editorial out of the Washington
Evening Star. That might enter into it. Or any other paper —
that’s one that happens to be in front of me. But take that,
anything that bears on the subject, including even the sug-
gestions that come from entirely outside sources, because
we want to cover the whole ground — including even sugges-
tions from what “T.R.” would have called the “lunatic
fringe.” You sometimes find something pretty good in the
lunatic fringe. In fact, we have got as part of our social and
economic Government today a whole lot of things which in
my boyhood were considered lunatic fringe, and yet they
are now part of everyday life.

35 { Fireside Chat on the Fall of Rome.

June 5, 1944
My friends:

YesterpaY On June 4, 1944, Rome fell to American and Allied
troops. The first of the Axis capitals is now in our hands. One
up and two to gol!

It is perhaps significant that the first of these capitals to fall
should have the longest history of all of them. The story of Rome
goes back to the time of the foundations of our civilization. We
can still see there monuments of the time when Rome and the
Romans controlled the whole of the then known world. That, too,
is significant, for the United Nations are deterrr__xined that in the
future no one city and no one race will be able to control the
whole of the world.

In addition to the monuments of the older times, we also see
in Rome the great symbol of Christianity, which has reached
into almost every part of the world. There are other shrines and
other churches in many places, but the churches and shrines of
Rome are visible symbols of the faith and determination of the
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raise and use their own local crops. We have to help them cleanse
their schools of Fascist trappings.

I think the American people as a whole approve the salvage of
these human beings, who are only now learning to walk in a new
atmosphere of freedom. _

Some of us may let our thoughts run to the financial cost of it.
Essentially it is what we can call a form of relief. And at the same
time, we hope that this relief will be an investment for the future
— an investment that will pay dividends by eliminating Fascism,
by ending any Italian desires to start another war of aggression
in the future. And that means that they are dividends which
justify such an investment, because they are additional supports
for world peace.

The Italian people are capable of self-government. We do not
lose sight of their virtues as a peace-loving Nation.

We remember the many centuries in which the Italians were
leaders in the arts and sciences, enriching the lives of all man-
kind. '

We remember the great sons of the Italian people — Galileo
and Marconi, Michelangelo and Dante —and that fearless dis-
coverer who typifies the courage of Italy — Christopher Colum-
bus. :
Italy cannot grow in stature by seeking to build up a great
. militaristic empire. Italians have been overcrowded within their
own territories, but they do not need to try to conquer the lands
of other peoples in order to find the breath of life. Other peoples
may not want to be conquered.

In the past, Italians have come by the millions into the United
States. They have been welcomed, they have prospered, they
have become good citizens, community and Governmental
leaders. They are not Italian-Americans. They are Americans —
Americans of Italian descent.

The Italians have gone in great numbers to the other Ameri-
cas — Brazil and the Argentine, for example —hundreds and
hundreds of thousands of them. They have gone to many other
Nations in every continent of the world, giving of their industry
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and their talents, and achieving success and the comfort of good
living, and good citizenship.

Italy should go on as a great mother Nation, contributing to
the culture and the progress and the good will of all mankind —
developing her special talents in the arts and crafts and sciences,
and preserving her historic and cultural heritage for the benefit
of all peoples.

We want and expect the help of the future Italy toward lasting
peace. All the other Nations opposed to Fascism and Nazism
ought to help to give Italy a chance.

The Germans, after years of domination in Rome, left the
people in the Eternal City on the verge of starvation. We and the
British will do and are doing everything we can to bring them
relief. Anticipating the fall of Rome, we made preparations to
ship food supplies to the city, but, of course, it should be borne
in mind that the needs are so great, the transportation require-
ments of our armies so heavy, that improvement must be gradual.
But we have already begun to save the lives of the men, women,
and children of Rome.

This, I think, is an example of the efficiency of our machinery
of war. The magnificent ability and energy of the American
people in growing the crops, building the merchant ships, in
making and collecting the cargoes, in getting the supplies over
thousands of miles of water, and thinking ahead to meet emer-
gencies — all this spells, I think, an amazing efficiency on the part
of our armed forces, all the various agencies working with them,
and American industry and labor as a whole.

No great effort like this can be a hundred percent perfect,
but the batting average is very, very high.

And so I extend the congratulations and thanks tonight of
the American people to General Alexander, who has been in
command of the whole Italian operation; to our General Clark
and General Leese of the Fifth and the Eighth Armies; to General
Wilson, the Supreme Allied Commander of the Mediterranean
theater, to General Devers, his American Deputy; to General
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Eaker; to Admirals Cunningham and Hewitt; and to all their
brave officers and men.

May God bless them and watch over them and over all of our
gallant, fighting men.

3.6 { The President’s D-Day Prayer on the
Invasion of Normandy. June 6, 1944
My fellow Americaqs:

Last night, when I spoke with you about the fall of Rome, I
knew at that moment that troops of the United States and our
allies were crossing the Channel in another and greater opera-
tion. It has come to pass with success thus far. .

And so, in this poignant hour, I ask you to join with me in
prayer: _ -

Almighty God: Our sons, pride of our Nation, this day haye
set upon a mighty endeavor, a struggle to preserve our Repub-hc,
our religion, and our civilization, and to set free a suffering
humanity.

Lead them straight and true; give strength to their arms, stout-
ness to their hearts, steadfastness in their faith.

They will need Thy blessings. Their road will be long and
hard. For the enemy is strong. He may hurl back our forces.
Success may not come with rushing speed, but we shall return
again and again; and we know that by Thy grace, and by the
righteousness of our cause, our sons will triumph. .

They will be sore tried, by night and by day, w1thout- rest —
until the victory is won. The darkness will be rent by noise and

-flame. Men’s souls will be shaken with the violences of war.

For these men are lately drawn from the ways of peace. They
fight not for the lust of conquest. They fight to f.:nd conquest.
They fight to liberate. They fight to let justice arise, and toler-
ance and good will among all Thy people. They yearn but for
the end of battle, for their return to the haven of home.
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Some will never return. Embrace these, Father, and receive
them, "Thy heroic servants, into Thy kingdom.

And for us at home — fathers, mothers, children, wives, sisters,
and brothers of brave men overseas — whose thoughts and prayers
are ever with them — help us, Almighty God, to rededicate our-
selves in renewed faith in Thee in this hour of great sacrifice.

Many people have urged that I call the Nation into a single day
of special prayer. But because the road is long and the desire is
great, I ask that our people devote themselves in a continuance
of prayer. As we rise to each new day, and again when each day
1s spent, let words of prayer be on our lips, invoking Thy help
to our efforts.

Give us strength, 100 — strength in our daily tasks, to redouble
the contributions we make in the physical and the material sup-
port of our armed forces.

And let our hearts be stout, to wait out the long travail, to
bear sorrows that may come, to impart our courage unto our sons
wheresoever they may be.

And, O Lord, give us Faith. Give us Faith in Thee; Faith in our

‘sons; Faith in each other; Faith in our united crusade. Let not

the keenness of our spirit ever be dulled. Let not the impacts of
temporary events, of temporal matters of but fleeting moment —
let not these deter us in our unconquerable purpose.

With Thy blessing, we shall prevail over the unholy forces of
our enemy. Help us to conquer the apostles of greed and racial
arrogancies. Lead us to the saving of our country, and with our
sister Nations into a world unity that will spell a sure peace —
a peace invulnerable to the schemings of unworthy men. And
a peace that will let all of men live in freedom, reaping the just
rewards of their honest toil.

Thy will be done, Almighty God.

Amen.
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1,000 refugees from Italy to an
emergency refugee shelter at Fort
Ontario, Oswego, New York.

The administration of the shelter
was placed under the War Reloca-
tion Authority. On August 5, 1944,
the refugees arrived after an un-
eventful voyage from Italy. Eight-
€en nationalities were represented
in the group, including 368 Yugo-
slavs, 238 Austrians, 153 Poles, 95
Germans, and 40 Czechs. At least
100 of these refugees had previously
been confined in Dachau and Bu-
chenwald. Food, clothing, housing,
and medical care were provided at
the shelter. Educational, religious,
and recreational facilities were also
available, and a number of private
agencies assisted in their administra-
tion. As in the camps maintained
by the War Relocation Authority
for the displaced Japanese and
Japanese-Americans (see Item 37

and note, 1942 volume), a2 measure
of community government and em-
ployment was provided at the emer-
gency refugee shelter.

Sadness fell over the entire shel-
ter with the death of President
Roosevelt on April 12, 1945, since
it was the President who had made
it possible for them to leave Europe.
A special memorial service was held
by the refugees at Fort Ontario.

The immigration status of the
refugees at Fort Ontario was uncer-
tain until President Truman on
December 22, 1945, directed the
Secretary of State and the Attorney
General to adjust their status so as
to allow those who wished to do so
to remain in the United States. In
February, 1946, the last group of
refugees left the shelter. Twenty-
three infants born in the shelter
were subsequently declared to be
citizens of the United States.

42 {Review of the Progress of the War—
Fireside Chat Opening Fifth War Loan Drive.

June 12, 1944

Ai1r our fighting men overseas today have their appointed sta-
tions on the far-flung battlefronts of the world. We at home have
ours too. We need, we are proud of, our fighting men — most
decidedly. But, during the anxious times ahead, let us not forget
that they need us too.

It goes almost without saying that we must continue to forge
the weapons of victory — the hundreds of thousands of items,
large and small, essential to the waging of the war. This has been
the major task from the very start, and it is still a major task.
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:l“his is the very worst time for any war worker to think of leay-
Ing his machine or to look for a peacetime job.,

And it goes almost without saying, too, that we must continue
to provide our Government with the funds necessary for waging
war not only by the payment of taxes — which, after all, is an
obligation of American citizenship — but also by the purchase
of war bonds — an act of free choice which every citizen has to
make for himself under the guidance of his own conscience.

Whatever else any of us may be doing, the purchase of war
bonds and stamps is something all of us can do and should do to
help win the war.

I'am happy to report tonight that it is something which nearly
cveryone seems to be doing. Although there are now approxi-
ma-tely sixty-seven million persons who have or earn some form
of income, eighty-one million persons or their children have al-
ready bought war bonds. "They have bought more than six hun-
dred million individual bonds, Their purchases have totaled
more than thirty-two billion dollars, These are the purchases of
individual men, women, and children. Anyone who would have
said this was possible a few years ago would have been put down
as a starry-eyed visionary. But of such visions is the stuff of
America fashioned. '

Of course, there are always pessimists with us everywhere, a
few here and a few there. I am reminded of the fact that after
the fall of France in 1940 I asked the Congress for the money for
the production by the United States of fifty thousand airplanes
per year. Well, I was called crazy — it was said that the figure was
fantastic; that it could not be done. And yet today we are build-
ing airplanes at the rate of one hundred thousand a year.

There is a direct connection between the bonds you have
bought and the stream of men and equipment now rushing over
the English Channel for the liberation of Europe. There is a

direct connection between your bonds and every part of this
global war today.

Tonight, therefore, on the opening of this Fifth War Loan
Drive, it is appropriate for us to take a broad look at this pano-
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rama of world war, for the success or the failu?e of tl.le drive is
going to have so much to do with the speed with which we can
accomplish victory and the peace. o

While I know that the chief interest tonight is centered on the
English Channel and on the beaches and farms and the cities of
Normandy, we should not lose sight of the fact that our armed
forces are engaged on other battlefronts all ov?r the v./orld, and
that no one front can be considered alone without its proper
relation to all. . . .

It is worth while, therefore, to make over-all comparisons with
the past. Let us compare today with just two years ago —June,
1942. At that time Germany was in contro.l of practically all of
Europe, and was steadily driving the Russians back toward the
Ural Mountains. Germany was practically in control of North
Africa and the Mediterranean, and was beating at the gates of
the Suez Canal and the route to India. Italy was still an impor-
tant military and supply factor — as subsequent, long campaigns
have proved. ) -

Japan was in control of the western Aleutian Islar_lds; and in
the South Pacific was knocking at the gates of Australia and New
Zealand — and also was threatening India. Japan had seized con-
trol of miost of the Central Pacific. .

American armed forces on land and sea and in the air were
still very definitely on the defensive, and in the building-up
stage. Our allies were bearing the heat and the brunt of the
attack. -

In 1942 Washington heaved a sigh of relief that the first war
bond issue had been cheerfully oversubscribed by the Amerlcz.m
people. Way back in those days, two years ago, Ame.ri-ca was.s.tlll
hearing from many “amatéur strategists” and political critics,
some of whom were doing more good for Hitler than for the
United States — two years ago. o

But today we are on the offensive all over the world — bringing
the attack to our enemies.

In the Pacific, by relentless submarine and naval a}ttacks, and
amphibious thrusts, and ever-mounting air attacks, we have de-
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prived the Japs of the power to check the momentum of our
ever-growing and ever-advancing military forces. We have re-
duced the Japs’ shipping by more than three million tons. We
have overcome their original advantage in the air. We have cut
off from a return to the homeland tens of thousands of belea-
guered Japanese troops who now face starvation or ultimate sur-
render. And we have cut down their naval strength, so that for
many months they have avoided all risk of encounter with our
naval forces.

True, we still have a long way to go to ‘Tokyo. But, carrying
out our original strategy of eliminating our European enemy
first and then turning all our strength to the Pacific, we can
force the Japanese to unconditional surrender or to national
suicide much more rapidly than has been thought possible.

Turning now to our enemy who is first on the list for destruc-
tion — Germany has her back against ‘the wall —in fact three
walls at once!

In the south — we have broken the German hold on central
Italy. On June 4, the city of Rome fell to the Allied armies, And
allowing the enemy no respite, the Allies are now pressing hard
on the heels of the Germans as they retreat northwards in ever-
growing confusion..

On the east — our gallant Soviet allies have driven the enemy
back from the lands which were invaded three years ago. The
great Soviet armies are now initiating crushing blows.

Overhead — vast Allied air fleets of bombers and fighters have
been waging a bitter air war over Germany and Western Europe.

"They have had two major objectives: to destroy German war

industries which maintain the German armies and air forces;
and to shoot the German Luftwaffe out of the air. As a result,
German production has been whittled down continuously, and
the German fighter forces now have only a fraction of their
former power.

This great air campaign, strategic and tactical, is going to
continue — with increasing power.

And on the west — the hammer blow which struck the coast
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of France last Tuesday morning, less than a week ago, was the

culmination of many months of careful planning and strenuous
reparation.

d (IE\EI)illions of tons of weapons and supplies, and hundreds of

thousands of men assembled in England, are now being poured

into the great battle in Europe.

I think that from the standpoint of our enemy we have
achieved the impossible. We have broken through their sup-
posedly impregnable wall in northern Fl:ance. But the assault
has been costly in men and costly in materxals.. Some o'f our land-
ings were desperate adventures; but from advices rc.:cexved so far,
the losses were lower than our commanders had estimated would
occur. We have established a firm foothold. We are now prepar.ed
to meet the inevitable counterattacks of the Germ.ans — with
power and with confidence. And we all pray that we will have far
more, soon, than a firm foothold. -

Americans have all worked together to make this day possible.

The liberation forces now streaming across the Channel, and
up the beaches and through the fields and the fore-sts of France
are using thousands and thousands of planes and ships and tanks
and heavy guns. They are carrying with them many thousa.nds
of items needed for their dangerous, stupendous undertaking.
There is a shortage of nothing — nothing! And this must con-
tinue.

What has been done in the United States since those days of
1940 — when France fell —in raising and -equipping and trans-
porting our fighting forces, and in producm-g weapons and sup-
plies for war, has been nothing short of a miracle. ?t was largely
due to American teamwork — teamwork among capital and labor
and agriculture, between the armed forces and the civilian econ-
omy — indeed among all of them. ‘

And every one — every man or woman or child — who bought
a war bond helped — and helped mightily!

There are still many people in the United States who have not
bought war bonds, or who have not bought as many as'they can
afford. Everyone knows for himself whether he falls into that
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category or not. In some cases his neighbors know too. To the
consciences of those people, this appeal by the President of the
United States is very much in order. '

For all of the things which we use in this war, everything we
send to our fighting allies, costs money —a lot of money. One
sure way every man, woman, and child can keep faith with those
who have given, and are giving, their lives, is to provide the
money which is needed to win the final victory.

I urge all Americans to buy war bonds without stint. Swell the
mighty chorus to bring us nearer to victory!

NOTE: For an account of the first February 15, 1944, with a State and

three war loan drives, see Item 99
and note, 1943 volume. The Presi-
dent made a number of other state-
ments on the sale of defense and
war savings bonds and stamps, the
voluntary payroll savings plan, and
the several war loan drives. See
Item 34 and note, 1941 volume;
Items 47, 67 and gg and notes, 1943
volume, and Item 115 and note,
this volume.

local organization essentially simi-
lar to that used during the Third
War Loan Drive. Once again the
drive was directed exclusively to
non-bank subscribers, and the goal
of $14,000,000,000 was exceeded by
$2,730,000,000.

The Fifth War Loan Drive was
conducted from June 12 through
July 8, 1944, with a goal of $16,-
000,000,000. Total sales amounted

The Fourth War Loan Drive was  to $20,639,000,000.
conducted from January 18 through

43 Statement of the President on Approving
the Joint Resolution Extending the Time for the
Trial of Persons Involved in Pearl Harbor Catas.
trophe and Providing for an Investigation.
June 13, 1944

I nave today approved the Joint Resolution passed by the Con-
gress, extending for the further period of six months all statutory
and other provisions that might prevent the trial and punish-
ment of any persons involved in the Pear] Harbor catastrophe of
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