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Elementary School Makes Students Into Successtriven Goalies

Students are goal-tending at Oldham School in
East Providence, R.I., but their teachers are
giving praise, not penalties. i

During the past school year, each kindergarten
through sixth-grade student began setting one
or two "realistic and attainable" personal goals
for a five-week period, says Principal Janice
Keller. Teachers help the students set goals,
track their progress, and honor those who
achieved their goals every five weeks.

A group of teach-
ers started the
program to
acknowledge the winner in every student, says
Keller, a veteran teacher in her first year as
principal. "We were trying to come up with a
way where any child could be recognized," she
says.

A handful of teachers worked out the "hows
and wheres” with Keller, creating a five-week
scheme with a schoolwide assembly at the end
of each goal period to hand out "attaboys" and
inspire further achievement. :

To Each His Own ,
Goals vary as much as students, says Keller.
Some set social goals, such as a pledge to re-
frain from pushing anyone, while others prom-
is: to do their homework or learn to tie their
0es.

About 140 of the school's 200 students achieve
their goals every five weeks, and teachers try
to praise all who work hard to improve.

Innovations

"The kids are tougher on themselves than the
teachers are,” says Keller. Sometimes teachers
counsel students to choose a more attainable
goal or choose the same goal again with a dif-

ferent method of achievement.

Student and parent response has been positive,
the principal says. Students come up to her in
the halls to say, "I've only got two more checks
'til I reach my goal," she says.

And teachers have been enthusiastic about the
program, which takes little time or money.
They worried about tracking student progress
at first, Keller says, but the planning commit-
tee decided to let each teacher find his or her
own method. Some use charts, some use
checklists, but all are content.

Pumping Up
The schoolwide assembly generates further en-
thusiasm, Keller adds. A speaker, such as the
school superintendent or an artist-in-resi-
de:fe, offers advice on short- and long-term
goals.

Then, teachers acknowledge those who have
achieved their goals with a small token, such
as a coupon or bookmark, says Keller. Selected
students perform a teacher-written goals
cheer, and the 30-minute assembly "gets the
kids pumped up,” says Keller.

This year's final assembly included praise for
students who had achieved all of their goals all
year, including 13 of 17 students in one first- -
grade class.

Keller says the program is bringing the school -
closer to its objective. "Our goal,” she says, "is
to have all the kids reach their goal.”

For more information, contact Janice Keller,
Oldham School, 640 Bullocks Point Ave., East
Providence, R.I. 02915, (401)437-0750.
--Maggie Rosen
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ALIGE DEAL

Biyeator, P

Prineipal of Columbia Junior Hish Scho: %1, born December 16, 1%97;
géaduatad:

L,

:rom Goucher College 1899

ﬁ%n Whahington Publie Sohools February 11, 1908, as teachasr of
mlthgmatidsiin MeKinley Manual Training School, October 2, 1918 grantad
: ‘of;absenca- for war service and returned to service in leKinley
1:Toadning School on December 30, 1918; occupied prinolpalshln of
Columhia Junleor High Scheol without advanced galary. On tareh 6, 120, she
waspromoteﬁ to ‘the salary that was provided for rhe position of nridci al;
principal of ‘the Behool to her death. das first prineipal of the suwmrer
h&ghﬁachﬂol and held the pogition until she resigned in 1925; secured funds
zﬁmnp:ivate 5ources to bagin & research depariment = considsred the beginning
‘prasent research department in the public schools of the District of
aned: swas ‘the p.‘mneer in the Punlor high school movementin the
blic Schools. 'Died March 31, 1928,

ac nﬁx«:' -'JUNIo IGH_SCHOCL

lwlﬁ gh, built to ralieve the cvercrowded E.V. Brown Sehool,

*igvabptsmber of 1931, . The school was operied for white students only, -
Guﬁqack,shildren‘went to ‘the Reno Colored School ‘located behind

Byen:though the Reno gomminity was integrated from the black

¥ra@enn. ¢ She olaimad. it never occurred to any of the ehildren
gho 3 tc play toﬂether, i , o
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SCHOOL HISTORY

It is probably hard to imagine Fort Drive as a
ene«block pathway ending in a cliff of muddy red e¢lay when
Alice Deal Juniar High opened its doors in 1931 to an eager
group of seventh and vighth graders. The students reached
the main entrance under the gleaming white tower by walking
on wooden planks ltaid seross a sea of mud. There was no
landscaping at all around the scheal and only a few other
buildings nearby, the Reno Tower, Rena Elementary Scheo)
(the gray stuceo structure still behind Deal) and 3 few
frame houses on the hill across the street. Uilsen High
School had yet to be built. Deal graduates had to travel to
Georgetown to attend Western High Schoal, mew the Ellingten
8chool of the Arts, ' :

Allce Deal Junior High Sehesl, named for. the principal
ef the first Jjunler high schoal in Washington, was a: much

‘emaller building then because only the center .portion:had

beern built. There were no wings, no gymnasiums, and:ho
plavground. The student body was small erouah ¢o that the
principal, Miss Bertie Backus, Knew sach pupi) by name.
Everyone ate together in the cafeteria at the same time at
small-tables decorated with flowers. There was one main
cook who served her own pastries with the home. cooked meals.
No one left th# campus during lunch time.

The auditorium doubled as a Qymnasium because it was
constructed . with & flat floor reached by.descending several
steps fram the lobby. There were alse plarrooms on either
¢ide of the cafeteria which provided aresas for physical
education activities, -

The library was in what is now 200 & and B, It was to
Ee moved twice before being lecated in its present area,
The book room was zmall also, as was the nurse’s office
Chardly a health suite). '

The new school lacked much in equipment of every type,
but the studentse had a marvelous opportunity for creatieon
which would quickly become traditions. There were contests
for everything - with the world to chocse from for ideas,
The schoo) colors (garnett and gold), the motts, the design
of the sexl, the Iyrics for the school songs, the name and
shape of the yearbook, selection of the first landscape
planting —— all were the result of students efforts and
degires. The »earbook, for example, was the Square Deal! and
wae sgquare in shape until 1949, The newspaper was called
the Deal Light when |t won the Columbia Press Award for
student newspapers. Both names were the result o¢% contests
among the students, : -
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CHERYL LEWIS
2634 MOSS HILL
HOUSTON, TX 77080
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QUENTIN FRODOEMEKE
174 ME 7th
HILLSEBORO, OR 2704

PRESIDENT GEORBE BUSH
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
1600 PEMMSYLVANIA AV. NW
WASHINMGTON D.C. 20300

Dzar Fr. Bush: .

My name is Quentin Froemke and I attend the ninth grade at
Poynter Jr. High. My government class has to wright 2 letter to
you about some problems that we think are important. I think that
the environment and energy are important so I will write zsbout
them.

I have read 2 lot of Mational Geooraphic magzzines and they
recently had anAarticle on the impending energy crisis. That
article informed me on many things about energy and changed my
opinion on some topics. For instance now I think that we should
be exploring new types of energy instead of nuclear power and
fossil fuels. Out here in bregnn we have loits of Hydroelectric
power which I think is the type I know of so far. It doesn’t
pollute the environment and produces no harmful waste materizl. I
have also heard some where that ‘right now we are using fission
for our nuclear power, but that if fusion were being used it

would not create nuclear waste and would produce far more energy.



The old types of power plants use fossil fuels and that
should be stopped as soon as possible to preserve the environment
and lessen our dependence on foreign coountries for o0il. Nuclear
power should also be discouraged where other sources of power
could be found. On the good side it produces lots of energy and
does not polluate directly. On the other hand it produces nuclear
waste and so far as I have heard the best way to dispose of it is
to put in an underground cave and let it sit  there for z few
hundred—thousand years. (I heard they were doing this in Sweden.)
This does not sound 1like a very good solution since no matter
what precautions anyone takes there is always a chance for leaks.

Another reason I do not think nuclear plants are so hot (pun
intended} is "~ that they can have a meltdown like at Chernobyl and
tﬁree mile island. Thié would be a major disaster and would screw
severything up for guite avmhile.

Mow that you think 1I'm done I°'ve got more to say about the
environment. The Tirst thing that should be done is that there
should be some type of substitute for cars. They produce a lot of
gases that pollute the atmosphere. There should also be stricter
fegulatinns on factories. They also produce a lot of pollution in
the larger cities.

I have also thought that there should be more parks. In
Oregon it seems like have parks up the kazoo but there are still
not enough. We should every scrap of undeveloped land fturned in
to parks. Also, when someone comes into an area to cut it they
should have %o plant new frees immediately, not one or two years
later. (Even though it is most likely 10 vears)

Even if you do not get this letter I appreciate vour time.

Guentin T. Froemke
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v Septefibetr~7,1991 .~
660 Flliot Court
Somerville, NJ 08876
908-725-6511

President
White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Bush :

I am a 9th grade student in high school. I was wondering if you
could answer a few questions I have? I hear on the news all the
time that we are in a recession. If so then why are we always
giving money away? I understand that to help people in need is
great and I believe it is good-to an extent not to extremes! Now
the U.S.S.R..is breaking up. I'm glad they are free but by breaking
up there is a possibility that the outcome will be a group of poor
nations. Again we will feed,give money to, and help.How many millions
and billions of dollars go to other countries? The U.S. is a powerful
and helpful country but do we have to help everyone can't we just
help some? If we don't have enough money why are we giving what we
have away? I just wanted to ask. I would appreciate if you could
answer my questions. Thank you for reading my letter.

Sincerely

ﬂaw/d Hecbot

Pamela Herbert



—Pam Herbert
660 Elliot Court
Somerville, NJ 08876

President
White House
Washington, D.C.
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September 5, 1991

Dear Mr. President,

My name is Lauren Fajkowski and I live in Phoenix, Arizona.
I am 5 years old and one of your biggest fans. I would like to
neE’ you on your upcaiiing trip to Arizona.

I would like to ask your advise on becoming Ambassador to
Mexico. I have taken 2 years of Spanish and my parents take me
to Mexico (Rocky Point) 3 or 4 times a year. I get to practice
my spanish with my friend at the bakery in town.

I attend Monetssori School and have been working very hard
to memorize all the States and their Capitals this summer. I
already know the seven continents, addition and subtraction (but)
I can't carry over yet); and, I read almost a book a day.

Perhaps when I get a little older I can do something to help
you in your job. I would like to work for you.

I know you are a very busy man, my Daddy is a President too
and he is very busy, thankyou for taking the time for me.

Since;@ely, {\/

|- AQ S E
Lauren

Lauren Fajkowski

4628 E. Buist Ave

Phoenix, Arizona 85044

(602) 893 8314

P. S. Do you play golf left handed or right handed? I'm right handed
but my Mom is teaching me to play left handed. ’
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