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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

UNCLASSIFIED

MEMORANDUM FOR BRENT SCOWCROFT
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Public Statements by President Bush to
President Roh Tae Woo of the Republic of Korea
July 2-3

Attached are suggested public statements for the
President to make during President Roh Tae Woo's state visit,
July 2-3. The statements including welcoming remarks, a state
dinner toast, and a farewell speech.

W. Robert Pearson
Executive Secretary
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WELCOMING REMARKS TO PRESIDENT ROH TAE WOO

JULY 2, 1991

Mr. President, Mrs. Roh, it is my great pleasure to warmly
welcome you both to Washington. It is always an -honor to see
you, but at a time of profound transformation in world affairs
it is especially imﬁortant to reaffirm the deep bonds of
friendship and cooperation our two countries have enjoyed for
so long.

Americans and Koreans have stood shoulder to shoulder for
over four decades, allies committed to preserving peace and
freedom. We have forged mutually productive ties based on
trust énd mutual respect. The United States is unshakeable in
its commitment to protecting the peace and security of Korea.
Korea, in turn, has long shared a commitment with us to
maintainiéms global peace and stability -- and I want to say
right at the outset how much we appreciate the contributions
Korea made to the multinational effort during the Gulf crisis.

The American people have great admiration for your country,
and for the dedication your people have shown to building a
prosperous and democratic nation. Much credit belongs to you,
Mr. President, for the vision and leadership you have shown in
bringing political reform to Korea, and in assuming ever
greater international responsibilities. We support you in your
commitment to market-oriented development and democratic ideals.

When you last visited the United States, Mr. President, you

were preparing to embark on a bold new opening to the Soviet



union. That initiative has been an extraordinary success,
benefitting not just Korea and the USSR, but many other
countries, including the U.S. These new ties--along with your
neﬁ relationship with China--will contribute to the stability
and prosperity of the Pacific Rim. I congratulate you on this
achievement, and I look forward to working with you to help
encourage economic and political reform in the Soviet Union.

You are now about to take another major step in the
international arena as you prepare for UN membership. We have
long been Korea's most ardent supporter for a rightful place in
the world organization, and we share your pride and
satisfaction that your persistent efforts are about to be
rewardéd with another success.

We look forward to working closely with Korea, as it
assumes an ever-larger role in the world community. We will
support you fully in your efforts to help bring North Korea
into full participation in the family of nations. Although
only Koreans, North and South, can solve the problem of
unification, we will work with you to help you realize your
dream of a reunified Korea, a goal we strongly support.

Our two nations can look to the future with optimism. We
can both be confident in the knowledge that amid the great
changes sweeping the world, amid great adversity and
opportunity, we have the determination, as allies,ﬁ%teer a

steady course. We face, of course, continuing challenges in
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both security and ecopomic affair;TkiOur shared commitment to
economic development based on market principles faces the test
of successfully concluding the Uruguay Round negotiations. But
I know we can count on your support in this effort, especially
as Korea is taking the lead in regional economic expansion by
hosting this fall the third ministerial meeting of APEC--the
Asian Pacific Economic Cooperation initiative.

Mr. President, it is a great pleasure to say to you again,
on behalf of Barbara, myself, and the American people, welcome

to the United States of America.



PRESIDENTIAL TOAST AT STATE DINNER FOR PRESIDENT ROH

July 2, 1991

Tt is an honor this evening to host President and Mrs. Robh,
as well the entire Korean delegation. The American people and
I are delighted to extend to all of you the hospitality of the
White House and the nation.

/ "As I look around the room this evening, I am reminded of

the iméortant role that Korean-Americans are playing in
American life. (;;e;iéén missionaries were among the first
westerners to 1iveJ§nd work in Koféa over 100 years ago. Next
year, a Korean;American, Dr. Syngman Rhee--whose name reminds
us of your-country's grgat first post-war leader, and a man
strongly committed to Korea's national independence and
de?elopment——born in Pyongyang and a veteran of the Korean War,
will become President of the National Council of Churcheﬁ;J
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the arts and in business, ”@?

The Republic of Korea is one of the United States' most
important friends and allies. Our ties were forged in blood.
Today, our common interest in peace and our mutual willingness
to accept the challenge of maintaining the peace is the

foundation of our relationship. The remnants of the Cold War



which exist on the Korean Peninsula make our long-standing
military and security relations still crucial.

Yet now our relationship has become increasingly important
to us because of your global economic power and expanding
political influence. We have all watched with admiration in
recent years as the Republic of Korea has grown in power and
prestige, and pfesented a visible example of the superiority of
its system over that of its rival to the North. MNe—ere—heas

8 Lave beon
been-more impressed thamn—¥F with the rise to world prominence of
the Republic of Korea, and I am especially pleased that you
will take your rightful place in the United Nations later this

year. We also look forward to your hosting this fall's third

ministerial of the Asia/Pacific Economic Cooperation initiative.

Over the years, U.S.-Korean relations have grown and
matured with changing regional and global circumstances. Our
friendship has grown into a partnership, one intent on
promoting prosperity and peace as—part—of—the—New-Horid—-Oxder,
especially in the East Asian region. In that region, the
Republic of Korea has served as model for other nations who
admire its economic development, its growing democracy, and its
active efforts to improve diplomatic relations with other
nations. We applaud these developments and wish the Republic

of Korea continued success in their pursuit.



No one has played a more important role than President Roh
Tae Woo in overseeing and directing the development of this
partnership between South Korea and the United States, and in
bringing to his country the international respect and
admiration it now enjoys. His guidance, his judgment, and his

perseverance have been crucial.

I would like to offer a toast to President Roh for his
wisdom,. his courage, and his foresight in leading his country
toward brosperity, democracy, and peace. We stand with you,
ready to meet the challenges of a new era, strengthened and
encouragea by the cqoperation and assistance of nations like

the Republic of Korea and leaders like yourself.
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FAREWELL SPEECH FOR PRESIDENT BUSH.
UPON THE DEPARTURE OF PRESIDENT ROH TAE WOO

July 3, 1991

As I come to say farewell to President and Mrs. Roh, and
the Korean delegation, I think it important and appropriate to
reflect again on the significance of U.S.-Republic of Korea
relations.

We have come through the Korean War and the Cold War
together; we have been allies in war and partners in peace; we
have developed human and familial ties that give Koreans and
Americans a special relationship that will endure.

Now the world has changed, but we must continue to work
together to build a lasting peace on the Korean peninsula and
in East Asia, based on the principles we have pursued for many
years: national self-determination, peace, free enterprise,
and democracy. We have made progress in achieving
these goals and will continue to pursue them, based on a better

understanding of our common interests and values.



We have learned much from this visit, particularly in
relation to how we each view and expect the U.S.-Korean
partnership to progress in the coming years. Our expectations
are very similar, and they provide a basis for cooperation to
address mutual concerns.

As I say farewell, Mr. President, I also want to thank you
and your delegation for coming to the United States, and say
that I .look forward to visiting Korea and working with you to
promoté.security and growth in East Asia. Farewell and best

wishes for continued success.
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Korean Militazry Medicnl Support Group

Nuariyah, Saudil Arabia

To. Hal, Kim : 27Lh June 1991
Alde to Chlef of Staff CFC/UNC )

Subject @ Actual Regults during Gulf War

1. Patients Status

Nation Othesr
Of Tetﬂl U!SQAQ ll‘uq
Pationts . Altled Rorces
Numbep
of 1,634 58 1,414 162
Treated
Patients

2. Pabtlents during Khafjl Ground Ballle

Natlon OLher
of Total U.5.A. Irag
Patlents Allled Fyrces

Rurber -

of 97 5 64 28
Treated

Patients

3. Comments

&, We were Developing cooperations w!th U.5. and Allled Forces for securlty and
carrying out missions.

b, Troopa cooperatod
- U.8. Sﬂﬂﬁﬁield Hospltai and 85 vacuation Hospltal
« §,8, Marlne Corps in Juball
- I.5. Malntanance and Service Support Unii In RNuariyah

- and other Allied Forces
&
:?! VZ%E &,

Col. Chol, Myung-kyu, K.D.

Comeandor,

Korean Military Medical Support Group
1n Saudi Arabia
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NO. 44, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ASIAN, PACIFIC ISLANDER, AMERICAN INDIAN, ESKIMO AND ALEUT POPULATIONS: 1980
g [in percent, except as indicated. As of April 1. Based on a sample from the 1980 Census of Population; see text, section 1, and Appendix Iii]
§ ASIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER AMERICAN
INDIAN, ESKIMO,
o Total Asian M/ Pacific Islander AND ALEUT
] CHARACTERISTIC popula- T 4
tion ! otal . " ! i . Ameri-
Chi- - Japa- | Asian Viet- Hawai- | Gua- | Samo-
2
f Total Filipino Indian Korean na Total * ian ian an Total g mn
w
Total (1,000). 226,548 3,726 3,467 812 782 716 387 357 245 260 172 31 40 1,534 1,479
Age:
Under 5 years old 7.2 8.6 8.4 7.1 9.0 5.2 11 10.6 10.0 10.8 10.0 9.1 141 10.1 10.1
5-14 years old 15.4 16.8 16.5 14.0 18.1 1.3 16.0 21.7 248 204 19.2 19.9 25.7 208 208
15-24 years old ..... 18.7 173 16.9 17.9 15.9 17.4 1.3 15.8 23.2 23.1 225 26.6 225 224 223
25-34 years old . 16.4 215 218 230 209 18.9 255 21.0 216 17.4 16.4 21.7 16.9 16.9 16.9
35-44 years old 1.3 14.2 14.4 129 15.5 128 18.1 18.0 10.4 1.3 11T 10.5 10.4 1.1 1.1 )
45-64 years old ........... 19.7 15.7 15.9 18.1 13.5 270 10.1 105 8.0 126 147 9.7 8.4 13.4 135 -
65-74 years old 6.9 3.8 46 52 4.2 39 18 14 37 16 13 3.4 34 o
75 years old and over 4.4 21 6.1 23 20 3.1 4.1 6 5 } 4.4 ‘ 1.9 8 4 18 1.8 =
' (]
Percent foreign born .............. 6.2 58.6 62.1 63.3 64.7 28.4 70.4 81.9 90.5 118 1.6 9.5 356 25 25 o
Years of school completed: -
Persons 25 years old and over (1,000).. 132,836 2,137 2,018 495 446 73 239 185 103 119 83 14 15 715 691 0
Less than 5 years of school .6 6.4 (NA) 10.3 7.0 23 3.1 4.0 10.3 (NA) 3.2 4.9 59 8.4 8.1 o
4 years of high school or more 66.5 748 75.3 713 74.2 81.6 80.1 78.1 62.2 67.2 68.4 67.9 61.2 55.5 55.8 Q.
4 or more years of college........ 16.2 329 343 6 37.0 4 51.9 337 129 93 9.6 8.2 7.3 77 7.7 0
Labor force status: (9]
Civilian labor force (1,000) 104,450 1,773 1,667 415 380 395 181 149 88 105 74 1 12 584 567 8
Percent unemployed ¢ ..............ccccorriirmmiinnnemsncsinnsianas 6.5 4.7 46 36 48 3.0 58 5.7 8.2 73 7.0 6.8 9.7 13.2 13.0 c
Family type and size: -8
Total families (1,000)........ccccccoimmmiimieninesnnssniae 59,190 818 765 192 168 168 98 67 42 53 36 7 T 341 331
Married couple... 82.8 84.4 85.1 86.8 836 84.1 91.0 86.0 728 754 73.2 79.6 78.0 718 719
Female householder, no spouse presen " 13.9 108 10.2 8.5 1.8 1.9 5.7 108 148 19.4 213 14.7 18.2 227 227
Male householder, no spouse present .. . 34 48 47 4.7 46 40 34 3.2 124 52 55 58 38 55 54
Average size of family ® 3.27 3.98 3.96 3.65 4.20 3.59 3.45 488 5.16 4.25 4.10 3.94 5.16 3.83 3.82
Family income, 1979:
Median income (dol.) ® 19,017 | 22,713 || 23,095 || 22,559 | 23,687 | 27,354 | 24,993 | 20,459 12,840 | 17,984 19,196 | 18,218 | 14,242 | 13,724 | 13,678
Families below poverty level (1,000) 5,670 87 79 20 10 4 7 9 15 8 ] 1 ® 81 79
Percent below poverty level 9.6 10.7 10.3 105 8.2 4.2 7.4 131 35.1 16.1 143 116 275 23.7 237
NA Not available. ! Includes other races, not shown separately. * Includes all other Asians not shown separately. 3 Includes all other Pacific Islanders not shown separately.

4 Total unemployment as cent of civilian labor force. s Refers only to Asian and Pacific Islander persons in primary families with an Asian and Pacific Islander householder. ¢ For definition of
median, see Guide to Tabular Presentation. 7 For explanation of poverty level, see text, section 14.

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 7980 Census of Population, vol. 1, chapter C (PC80-1-C) and vol. 2, chapter 1E (PC80-2-1E).
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U.S. Depatment of Commerce o Bureau of the Census o Washington, D. C. 20233

telephone contacts
bureau of the ce

A Data User Services Division Publication

ASUS

No. 28 January 1988
Director John G. Keane (301)763-5190
Deputy Director C. Louis Kincannon 763-5192
Associate Director for the Decennial Census Charles D. Jones 763-5180
Associate Director for Demographic Programs William P. Butz 763-5167
Associate Director for Economic Programs Charles A. Waite 763-5274
Associate Director for Field Operations Roland H. Moore 763-7247
Associate Director for Menagement Services Bryant Benton 763-7980
Associate Director for Statistical Standards and Methodology Vacant 763-2562
Assistant Director for Administration Qlifford J. Parker 763-2350
Assistant Director for Automatic Data Processing Gerald F. Cranford 763-2360
Assistant Director for Decennial Census Peter A. Bounpane 763-5613
Assistant Director for Economic and Agniculture Censuses Roger H. Bugenhagen 763-2076
Assistant Director for International Programs Robert O. Bartram 7634014
Data User Services Division Customer Services Staff 7634100
Office of Congressional Affairs Frederick A. Ruth, Chief 763-5360
Public Information Office Staff 7634040
1990 Census Promotional Office Staff 763-1921
DEMOGRAPHIC PROGRAMS
Center for Demographic Studies CDS James R. Wetzel, Chief 763-71720
Center for International Research CIR Barbara Boyle Torrey, Chief 763-2870
Decennial Operations Division DOD  Arnold A. Jackson, Chief 763-5613
Decennial Planning Division DPLD  Susan M. Miskura, Chief 763-7670
Demographic Surveys Division DSD Thomas C. Walsh, Chief 763-2776
Geography Division GEO Robert W. Marx, Chief 763-5636
Housing Division HOUS  Acting Chief 763-2863
International Statistical Programs Center ISPC Robert O. Bartram, Chief 763-2832
Population Division POP Paula Schneider, Chief 763-7646
Statistical Methods Division SMD Preston Jay Waite, Chief - 763-2672
Statistical Support Division STSD  Acting Chief 763-7802
Population, Housing & Geographic Subjects
Age and Sex (U.S,, States) POP Staff 763-5072
Age Scarch DUSD  Census History Staff 763-7936
Aging Population POP Cynthia Taeuber 763-7883
Apportionment POP Robert Speaker 763-7955
Citizenship: Foreign Born/Stock, Country of Birth POP Nancy Sweet 763-7571
Commuting Means of Transportation, Place of Work POP Phil Salopek 763-3850
Consumer Expenditure Survey DSD Gail Hoff 763-2063
Crime Surveys: Victimization, General Information DSD Larry McGinn 763-1735
Current Population Survey DSD Kathleen Creighton 763-2773
(See detailed listing on page 2 for Population Estimates)
Decennial Census:
Content and Tabulations—Program Design DPLD  Patricia Berman 763-2358
Count Questions - 1980 Census DPLD  Edgar Elam 763-2685
Content (General) DPLD Al Paez/P. Lichtman-Panzer 763-5987/5270
Tabulations and Publications (General) DPLD  Cheryl Landman/Gloria Porter 763-3938/4908
Special Tabulations:
Housing Data HOUS  Bill Downs 763-2873
Population Data POP Phil Fulton 763-7962
1980 Counts for Current Boundaries GEO Joel Miller 763-1996
Disability POP Jack McNeil 763-7946
Education, School Enrollment and Social Stratification POP Paul Siegel 763-1154
Employment, Unemployment, Labor Force POP Thomas Palumbo/Gordon Lester - 763-2825
Farm Population: Census, Current Surveys POP Diana DeAre 763-3850
Fertility/Births, Number of POP Martin O'Connell/Amara Bachu 763-5303
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Black Spanish-origin in a foreign country. About half of these foreign born Americans
were naturalized citizens. [5]

o, 0,
: f;goﬁ: ?Z;o//: According to.the 19SQ Census, 60% of Americaps i(.ie.ntified them-
0 33.9% 28.4% selves as having English, German, or Irish ethnic origins. By coun-
A 14.8% 11.0% try, the ethnic origins of Americans were: [6]
A 1.1% 8.5%
Number
() 53.4% 57.8% Ancestry group of Americans
A 9.5% 6.8%
b 37.1% 35.4% English 49,584,000
German 49,224,000
Irish 40,166,000
b 51.1% 71.7% Afro-American 20,965,000
% 29.1% 50.3% French 12,892,000
% 43.9% 23.0% Italian 12,184,000
% 28.9% 16.6% Scottish 10,049,000
% 5.0% 5.3% Polish 8,228,000
b 1.9% 1.2% Mexican 7,693,000
Dutch 6,304,000
Swedish 4,345,000
% 30.6% 25.3% Norwegian 3,454,000
% 14.3% 14.9% Russian 2,781,000
% 22.0% 23.4% Spanish 2,687,000
% 26.1% 28.5% Czech 1,892,000
% 7.0% 8.1% Hungarian 1,777,000
Welsh 1,685,000
Danish 1,518,000
% 45.3% 41.2% Puerto Rican 1,444,000
% 54.7% 58.8% Portuguese 1,024,000
Chinese 894,000
Filipino 795,000
Japanese 791,000
au projections were that the popula- French-Canadian 780,000
Id reach 267,000,000 by the year 2000. Cuban 580,000
or of the American people is expected Canadian 456,000
[4] Korean _ 377,000
an. Asian Indian 312,000
Lebanese 295,000
Vietnamese 215,000

MEL TING POT Armenian 213,000

erican Indians, the rest of you trace

r the globe. You may be surprised to Between 1981 and 1985, nearly half the immigrants admitted legal-
migrants between 1971 and 1980 was ly into this country came from Asia. In order, the top areas of
period in American history, with the origin of immigrants during this period were the Caribbean, Mex-
s between 1901 and 1920. In 1980, ico, Vietnam, the Philippines, and Korea.

6% of the population, had been born Immigrants accounted for about 25% of the population increase
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ROH Tae Woo REPUBLIC OF KOREA

(Phonetic: no)
President (since February 1988)

Addressed as: Mr. President

In December 1987 Roh Tae Woo won his
country’s first direct-vote presidential election since
1971 and succeeded Chun Doo Hwan. He has
portrayed himself as the “common man’s”
president: a responsible democratic reformer who
can guaran conomiC sfability and matienal -
security. According to the press, he remains
committed to his June 1987 eight-point
democratization proposal, which includes
strengthening basic rights and press freedom and ] )
promoting university autonomy. . . P

Roh was born on 4 December 1932. He graduated from the Korean Military Acadamy
in 1955 (Class 11) and received additional training at Fort Bragg, North Carolina (1959),
and the ROK Army Command and General Staff College (1967). In the late 1960s he
commanded a Korean unit in South Vietnam. He has held such key posts as those of
commanding general of the Defense Security Command, the 9th Special Warfare Brigade,
the Special Warfare Command, and the Capital Security Command. He received his fourth
star in July 1980 and retired a year later. He then served briefly as Second Minister of State
for Political Affairs and, in 1982, as Minister of Sports and Minister of Home Affairs. He
was president of the Seoul Olympic Organizing Committee during 1983-86 and won high
marks for his handling of the preparations for the 1988 Olympic Games. Chun selected Roh
as Democratic Justice Party president in August 1987.

Roh enjoys reading and playing golf and tennis. He speaks fair English. Married, he

has a daughter and a son. His name is spelled No Tae-u in the McCune-Reischauer
romanization system.

26 January 1989
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WE FOUGHT OFF THE OTHER PARTY'S ATTEMPT TO BUILD A NEW
CHILD CARE BUREAUCRACY MANAGED AND MANDATED BY

WASHINGTON -- A SYSTEM oF RED TAPE AND REGULATIONS SO
STIFLING IT WOULD TAKE OUR KIDS OUT OF GRANDMA’'S ARMS
== AND PUT THEM INTO ANTISEPTIC GOVERNMENT DAY CARE
INSTITUTIONS. // OuR CHILD CARE INITIATIVE PUTS
HOICE RIGHT WHERE IT BELONGS®: T THE_HANDS OF

PARENTS. ///
THAT'S THE REPUBLICAN wAY -- THE RIGHT WAY. //

V4o
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Nomination of George Fleming Jones
To Be United States Ambassador to
Guyana

June 12, 1990

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate George Fleming Jones, of
Texas, a career member of the Senior For-
eign Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of the United States of America to
the Co-operative Republic of Guyana. He
would succeed Theresa Anne Tull.

Since 1989 Mr. Jones has served as vice
president for State Department affairs for
the American Foreign Service Association
in Washington, DC. Prior to this, he served
as Deputy Chief of Mission for the U.S. Em-
bassy in Santiago, Chile, 1985-1989; Deputy
Chief of Mission for the U.S. Embassy in
San José, Costa Rica, 1982-1985; Director of
the Office of Regional Political Programs,
1980-1982; Deputy Director of the Office
of Regional Political Programs in the
Bureau of Inter-American Affairs at the De-
partment of State, 1978-1980; National War
College, 1977-1978; Political Counselor at
the U.S. Embassy in Guatemala, Guatemala,
1974-1977; and political adviser at the U.S.
Mission to the International Atomic Energy
Agency in Vienna, Austria, 1971-1974. In
addition, he was assigned to the Depart-
ment of State, 1967-1971, and served in the
U.S. Embassy in Caracas, Venezuela, 1963-
1966; the U.S. Embassy in Accra, Ghana,
1961-1963; and the U.S. Embassy in Quito,
Ecuador, 1958-1960. Mr. Jones joined the
Foreign Service in 1956. :

Mr. Jones graduated from Wabash Col-
lege (A.B., 1955), the Fletcher School of
Law and Diplomacy (A.M., 1956), and Stan-
ford University (M.A., 1967). He was born
June 27, 1935, in San Angelo, TX. Mr. Jones
is married and resides in Fairfax, VA.

Nomination of Richard V. Bertain To
Be an Associate Director of ACTION
June 12, 1890

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Richard V. Bertain to be
Associate Director for the ACTION Agency

for the Office of Domestic and Anti-Poverty
Operations.

Since 1978 Dr. Bertain has served as su-
perintendent and assistant superintendent
for business services for the El Segundo
Unified School District in California. Prior
to this, he served as assistant superintend-
ent for business services for the Palm
Springs Unified School District in Califor-
nia, 1978; management consultant and
president of the American Educational
Services in Los Angeles, CA, 1971-1978;
deputy superintendent of schools; acting
planning director, and special consultant to
the superintendent for the Glendale Uni-
fied School District in California, 1969-
1971; deputy of secondary schools and high
school principal for the Culver City Unified
School District in California, 1967-1969;
and assistant to the superintendent of the
Beverly Hills Unified School District in Cali-
fornia, 1963-1967. In addition, he has
served on the advisory council of the Boy
Scouts of America and is a sustaining
member of Young Men’s Christian Associa-
tion.

Dr. Bertain graduated from St. Mary’s
College (A.B., 1951), California State Uni-
versity (M.A., 1960), and Harvard University
Graduate School of Education (Ed.D., 1964).
He was born July 4, 1930, in Scotia, CA. Dr.
Bertain served in the U.S. Navy, 1955-1957.
He is married, has six children, and resides
in West Hills, CA.

Remarks at the President’s Dinner
Reception

June 12, 1990

Welcome, everybody, for many a return
engagement. And Barbara and I are de-
lighted to have you here. Once again, we're
in your debt. First, let me single out our
chairman of tonight’s dinner, under the
theory that you get a busy person to get in
and get the job done. The committee, the
blind committee—because nobody wanted
to take the blame nor the credit—said,
“We'll go get Howard Baker; we’ll try.”
And sure enough he accepted, and sure
enough I think tonight we have the most
successful dinner ever.
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ty School of Law (J.D., 1975). He was born
March 16, 1950, in Washington, DC. He
served in the U.S. Army, 1975-1979. He is

married, has two children, and resides in
Washington, DC.

Remarks at the Annual Republican Congressional Fundraising

Dinner
June 14, 1989

What a spectacular evening. Thank you,
Don, and thank all of you. Thank you so
very, very much. Barbara and I are delight-
ed to be here. Thank you. Senator Nickles,
thank you for that introduction and the
great job that you're doing as head of the
Senate campaign committee. That is impor-
tant work, and Don is doing a superb job.

Way down there, Marilyn Quayle—Mari-
lyn, it’'s a delight to be with you on this
evening. And I want to welcome back your
husband, Dan, from Central America. And
thank you, Mr. Vice President, once again
for taking our message of hope and democ-
racy to our important friends and neigh-
bors. Dan Quayle is doing an outstanding
job for the United States of America, and I
am proud he is at my side in the White
House.

And the warrior of all times, David Mur-
dock—thank you for your dedication, not
just for this evening, but especially for this
evening—making this event possible. What
a job you've done—and your cochairmen
and their cochairmen—and there’s never
been a political event like this in the history
of the country, and I'm grateful to you from
the bottom of my heart. Thank you, sir.
And as to our able chairman of the House
campaign committee, Guy Vander Jagt,
great to see you, and thank you for your
work. I want to thank Mary Hart and Wil-
lard Scott. Willard, may your future be free
of cumulus clouds. [Laughter] And may I
thank the members of my Cabinet. I am so
lucky, as President of this country, to have
the support of an outstanding Cabinet—
men and women of excellence—total dedi-
cation to our country. And believe me, I
count my blessings every day for that.

It was at the last President’s Dinner that
Ronald Reagan, then the 40th President of
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the United States, stood before us and for-
mally challenged all of us to hold on to the
Presidency, no matter how tough the odds.
And since then, President Reagan has re-
turned to his beloved California, and you
and I have fought shoulder-to-shoulder, bat-
tling our way to a 40-State win on election
day. And I'm grateful to every one of you
for that support.

But none of us here, not one of us, fought
the battle we fought—we didn’t put our-
selves and our families through the turmoil
of a campaign simply to win an election.
And we fought because we believed in cer-
tain ideas and certain ideals. We fought be-
cause we believe that together we can build
a better America. The American people de-
fined our mission, and in the 5 months since
the Inaugural—without fanfare or partisan
furor—we have worked together to quietly
follow our assigned mission, to achieve what
was considered to be outlandishly impossi-
ble.

The American people want action on the
budget deficit, and we reached an agree-

, &
ment with the Congress to reduce the defi-w" ((j /

cit by a whopping $65 billion. And we aim
to achieve this without raising the taxes on
the working men and women of this coun-
try.

The American people want action on a
festering problem—the hemorrhaging of
the savings and loan system. And our
reform plan will restore stability, eliminate
unsafe and extravagant practices, and

punish those who abuse the trust of the \

depositors. The American people will have
to pay billions of dollars to clean up this
mess. And we must make sure that it never
happens again. And the Senate, under the
able leadership of Bob Dole and Jake Garn
and others, approved our plan 91 to 8. And

t




and resides in

lsing

ore us and for-
hold on to the
ough the odds.
Reagan has re-
ornia, and you
o-shoulder, bat-
vin on election
ery one of you

1e of us, fought
lidn’t put our-
igh the turmoil
in an election.
elieved in cer-
We fought be-
>r we can build
lcan people de-
5 months since
ire or partisan
ther to quietly
o achieve what
dishly impossi-

t action on the
‘hed an agree-
educe the defi-
n. And we aim
1g the taxes on
n of this coun-

nt action on a
norrhaging of
em. And our
ility, eliminate
sractices, and
e trust of the
rople will have
clean up this
‘e that it never
ate, under the
and Jake Garn
n 91 to 8. And

Administration of George Bush, 1989 / June 14

now I call on the House of Representatives
to follow suit.

The American people want action on
ethics. And clearly, it is time for an even-
handed ethics approach across all branches
of government. This is the goal of our ethics
proposal that I sent to the Congress in
April. We must all—all—be equal before
the law.

And as President, I will strive for a con-
structive working relationship with the new
Speaker, Speaker Foley; the leader in the
Senate, Senator Mitchell; and the rest of the
Democratic leadership. But while we are in
competition with each other, we will keep
that competition on the issues and fighting
for what we believe in. For we Republicans
are bound together in a common purpose:
to wage a vigorous debate on the important
issues that unite us. We are confident that
in taking our message of peace and prosper-
ity to the American people in an open,
honest, and direct manner we will become
the majority party in America.

The American people—Republican, Dem-
ocrat, young and old—want action on the
environment. And yesterday, surrounded
by the natural jewels of the Grand Tetons,
enjoying that crisp, pristine mountain air, I
called on Congress to join me in a quest for
cleaner air—an end to acid rain, ozone de-
pletion, and other harmful emissions. You
shouldn’t have to become a mountain man
just to breathe good, clean air.

And, oh, how the American people want
action on crime. This administration will
not rest until we've lifted the shadow of
fear from the homes and the shops and the
streets and the neighborhoods of America.
And that’s why I called last month for tough
new laws, more law enforcers and prosecu-
tors to back them up. This administration is
going to lead the charge to take back the
streets—take them back from the criminals
who threaten our neighborhoods and our
families—not just in the cities but all across
this country. We are going to win the battle
against the criminal.

And the American people want action on
foreign policy, a sensible, yet bold plan to
deal with the changes sweeping through
the Communist world. And our bipartisan
agreement with Congress on Central Amer-
ica allows the United States to speak with

one clear message, one voice. Let freedom
ring in Managua. Let freedom ring through-
out the Communist world, from Beijing to
Budapest to Warsaw. In Brussels, at our his-
toric NATO meeting, I said that we face an
historic opportunity to move beyond con-
tainment of the Soviet Union. I said that the
world has waited long enough, that Europe
can be whole and free, that we can move
beyond armed camps divided by suspicion
and fear. And we asked the Soviets—chal-
lenged them—to join us in a peace of trust
over a peace of tension. And we offered our
vision for a future of peace and freedom,
the spirit of Brussels.

But this, the first 5 months of this admin-
istration, is just a start. We must work to-
gether to protect what is already the long-
est peacetime expansion in our history, to
keep America competitive, at work, on the
job. We must fight drug abuse on every
front to redeem thousands of children—it's
the children that hurt the most—to return
promise to their lives.

And we must revitalize our schools so
that a solid education is once again the
birthright of every American kid. And to
make this kind of progress will require
more than a government program or an-
other grant initiative. Republicans believe
that it will take the active involvement of
parents and students and teachers and busi-
ness and local government and churches,
yes, and our schools. And this is what we
mean by a Thousand Points of Light. As
powerful and resourceful as government is,
government alone cannot come close to
overcoming these problems.

And next week, I'll announce a major ini-
tiative to challenge our young people to
serve their communities. From now on, the
definition of the good life in America must
include service to others. But as you know,
achieving our highest goals depends to a
large extent—you heard it here tonight—on
winning elections in Congress. We must
take our case to the American people, pre-
cinct by precinet, block by block. And I
believe it is no coincidence that our party
slipped to minority status in the House as
we became a minority in the State legisla-
tures.

Today Democrats now have a redistrict-
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ing advantage in States that compose about
90 percent of the seats in Congress. And
that is why we Republicans must make solid
gains at the State level. Critical gubernato-
rial and legislative races in the eight largest
States alone will determine whether Repub-
licans will be treated fairly in the drafting
of 209 congressional districts. From Spring-
field to Sacramento, from Austin to Albany,
we must win the fight for fair competition.
A majority or even a large minority of Re-
publicans in State legislatures can join with
Republican Governors to sustain the veto of
outrageous  gerrymandering  schemes,
strengthening our numbers in the U.S.
House. Bob Michel, our able leader in the
House, is outgunned, outmanned. So, let’s
help him by picking up more seats in the
House of Representatives.

Strong State parties can help us win back
the U.S. Senate, one of our most critical
goals. And 1 salute our leader, Bob Dole.
What a job he is doing as Republican leader
in the Senate, but he needs more troops.

He needs some help over there. So, let’s.

win back the Senate. Let us again make it a
Republican Senate, and that will be good
for the United States of America.

In the next election, we have a good shot
at making big gains. And of course, the
party that controls the White House is often
expected to do poorly in midterm elections,
but there are no ironclad rules in politics.
After all, if there were, I would never have
become the only living member of the
Martin Van Buren Society.

With your support and leadership, the
leadership of so many great Republicans—I
don't want to embarrass him, but in his
work tonight and the support he’s given me
and so many other elected officials in this
room, men like Carl Lindner of Ohio, who
has done a superb job here—we can again
defy the precedents; we can again make
history. In order to win, we must work to-
gether as a team, not as an association of
acronyms—the RNC or the NRCC or the
RGA or the NRSC. These are top-notch,
well-managed organizations staffed by the
best people in politics today, but our Re-
publican Party must be greater than the
sum of its parts. We must be inspired by a
common purpose. We must bring opportu-
nity to new constituencies and campaign in
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their neighborhoods, in the inner cities, the
barrios once considered to be the exclusive
domain of the opposition. And I salute our
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment for taking this message right into the
inner city—Jack Kemp.

And our party chairman, Lee Atwater,
who’s doing a great job. And he’s been a
strong voice and a correct voice, arguing
that we Republicans need to reach to mi-
norities and the disadvantaged. And these
groups can benefit the most from our phi-
losophy, which simply maximizes opportuni-
ty and rewards initiative. And that is a mes-
sage I believe in, and it’s a message that we
as a party must be prepared to act upon.

To win, we must also recruit the very
best men and women to represent our
party as candidates and as officeholders.

And so, these are my strategies for victo-
ry, but strategies are useless without a great
purpose. And we have such a purpose: to
build a better America for today and for the
new century ahead. And we’ve shed a lot of
blood, sweat, tears to rebuild the Republi-
can Party since the early seventies. The
best way to keep our party growing is to
win more elections in 1990, from the court-
house to the statehouse to Capitol Hill. And
with your help, let’s prove to the Demo-
crats that the successes of the 1980’s are not
a fluke, that they in fact spell the beginning
of the end of Democratic dominance in the
United States Congress.

Thank you all, each and every one of you,
for your unbelievable contribution to these
goals—thank you. Barbara and I send you
our best wishes. Good night, and God bless
each and every one of you, and God bless
the United States of America. Thank you
very, very much.

Note: The President spoke at 9:45 p.m. in
Hall A at the Washington Convention
Center. In his remarks, he referred to
weatherman Willard Scott, who led the
Pledge of Allegiance, and television host
Mary Hart, who sang the national anthem.
He also referred to the Republican National
Committee (RNC), the National Republican
Congressional Caucus (NRCC), the Republi-
can Governors Association (RGA), and the

National Republican Senatorial Committee
(NRSC).
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And just to guarantee that—as I walked
up here, I'm sure you wondered what the
deep, dark secret was that Howard told
me—that thanks to the generosity of
Armand Hammer, to the tune of $500,000,
that we’re now over the top and going
strong. So, Armand, my great vote of thanks
to you.

And that is a very nice supplement to
what so many others have done, either
through wearing out the telephone—guys
like Jack McDonald, my old colleague in the
House, who I understand is modestly stand-
ing back here but should be hanging from
the rafters because of his performance,
probably the leading ticket seller or partici-
pant in that manner, according to Howard.
And then, of course, Carl Lindner and
Dwayne Andreas—just stars in this, and I
am very grateful to them. But in the same
vein, I'm grateful to every single person
here, you who did the heavy lifting out
there and most of the work. So, thank you
all very much because this comes at an im-
portant time in what we feel could be an
historic year.

The dinner I hope will be fun if we can
see each other across a rather intimate ball-
room over there—[laughter]. But neverthe-
less, it’s marvelous. Let me just say a word
about it, and I really should defer to Don
Nickles, who's our superb chairman on the
Senate side, and Guy, on the House side,
and, of course, the National Committee
weighing in in a great way on all this, too.
And I want to thank them. But they are
better to comment on the day-to-day politi-
cal activity.

But you know the litany: The party in
power loses seats in an off year, historically.
Well, we want to change that. And I had a
report from both Senator Nickles and Con-
gressman [Guy] Vander Jagt when I met in
the Cabinet Room with the leadership of
the party this morning on the Hill—our Hill
leadership—Dole, Michel, et cetera. With-
out kind of putting too optimistic a spin on
it, the Senate report was very strong, and
the House report—where everyone knows
we have a great difficulty because of the
locking in of incumbency—even there, Guy
was able to give us a pretty upbeat report.

And I can tell you I'm going to try to do
my share. The Vice President has been
magnificent—Dan Quayle—in what he’s
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been able to do in helping candidates raise
money. The recruitment, I think I can say
without putting words in the mouths of
these two, has gone well. The party under
Lee Atwater and Mary Matalin is pitching
in. Jeannie Austin doing a good job on that
as well. So, the team is together, and the
importance of the year is enormous.

I don’t want to overiook the Governors’
races because they are key when you look
at this concept of redistricting that we're
going to have to grope with in the years
ahead. And we have some very key Gover-
nors’ races out there. And the Republican
Governors Association has been active and
strong in doing their part.

So, were getting the assistance, and
we're getting the financial support, thanks
to the approach that many of you have
taken to this. But again, the election is im-
portant. I know Howard Baker is probably
better able to speak to this than anybody
else here. But the difference between con-
trolling one body in the Congress and not is
night and day in terms of how a President
can operate. And Howard saw it when he
so effectively led the Senate majority when
he was Senate leader. And you could move
the agenda. The President would campaign
on certain things, and then he’d be able to
at least be sure they were considered.

The way it is now in the Senate, as Don
knows, we're playing—our leader is doing a
superb job. Bob Dole is just outstanding,
and he and I are working very closely to-
gether for the same objectives. But the
problem is, with the numbers the way they
are, it is very difficult to get our agenda
placed ahead of their agenda. And the
result is we're often playing defense and
trying to amend a proposal that’s far differ-
ent philosophically than what we would
have proposed in the first place.

So, we're keeping working on it, and I'm
very pleased that we've been able to get
some things done. Sometimes you measure
progress by keeping bad things from hap-
pening. And I don't know what’s going to
happen at 6:15 p.m. on our veto override.
We've got a technical bill up there that has
a technicality that even some of our own
Republicans are having difficulty with. But
we’ve been very lucky that the vetoes have
been sustained and not overridden. We may
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take one on the chin here today or in the
next few days on another issue.

But generally, the Republican side has
stayed together enough to be able to negate
very unhappy legislation. Now I'd like to
take that a step forward this fall and make
it a more optimistic process, where we can
take the offense and get done the things
that join us all together as Republicans, and
those who come from a more conservative
side of the ledger when it comes to the free
economy, free market, and all of those
kinds of points.

I might—just looking around the room, I
know of the interest of so many here in the
international aspects. I just would say a
word on the summit meeting that we had
with Gorbachev. I was very pleased with
it—not that we solved all the problems, the
tough problems of the Baltic States. We're
different. I told him very candidly and very
frankly and, indeed, at an open press con-
ference, sitting side to side. We could talk
about our differences without rancor and
without people getting all upset with each
other the way it used to be.

We've got differences on the Baltic
States, and I'm very pleased that now he’s
back there talking to the three leaders of
the three Baltic States. And I'm hopeful
that that can be resolved so we can get a
dialog going and get the economic blockade
lifted and then move forward in these areas
that are very important not just to Gorba-
chev and the Soviet Union but in my view
to the United States. And I'm talking about
a freer, more open trading system where
we can interact with each other more on
the economic side, because I firmly believe
that is in the interest of our country. And I
know it is in the interest of markets and of
an economy that has got to change and will
change. But the more we interact with
them, in my view, the more dramatic the
change and the sooner the change can
come,

And so, the meeting with Gorbachey was
a good one. We made some progress on a
lot of subjects. One near and dear to my
heart—they accepted our proposals that
lead to a ban on chemical weapons, which I
think is a very civilized thing to be talking
about in the year 1990. And I just wanted
you to know that the tone of these meetings
were quite different than anything that has

transpired before, although the last Reagan-
Gorbachev summit did have a very good
climate, too.

The-man is facing enormous problems at
home. It is my view that we need to keep
our eyes open, that we need to keep our
country strong, that we don’t want to be
naive in the treatment with any country.
But I just thought that you ought to know
that the mood of it was good, and I think it
will lead to an understanding on questions
such as the Baltic States or a unified Ger-
many being a full, participating member in
NATO or whatever the question was. It’s a
wonderful challenge that so many of you—
that all of you, really—have given me and, [
would say, to the star of Wellesley, too, to
represent this country at this very special
time in our history. We like—I won’t speak
too confidently for Barbara—but we like
every single minute of it. [Laughter]

It’s a challenge, it’s a great challenge, and
I will never forget how we got here. And
we got here just exactly through the gener-
osity and commitinent of people in this
room, just as other future Senators are
going to get to the Senate as a result of that
same generosity, just as a wide new group
of new courageous young Congressmen are
going to get to the Congress for the same
very reason,

So, once again, our heartfelt thanks to
you for what you're doing. Thank you. And
I look forward to seeing you all, I think, at a
large dinner later on. Thank you for making
it such a success.

Note: The President spoke at 4:37 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Jack McDonald,
Carl Lindner, and Dwayne Andreas, mem-
bers of the President’s Dinner leadership
committee, and Lee Atwater, Mary Matalin,
and Jeannie Austin, chairman, chief of
staff, and cochairman of the Republican
National Committee, respectively. Mrs. Bush
spoke at this year’s Wellesley College com-
mencement ceremony. The dinner was held
later in the evening at the Washington
Convention Center. A tape was not avail-

able for verification of the content of these
remarks.
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South Korea

Official Name:
Republic of Korea

PROFILE

Geography

Area: 98,500 sq. km. (38,000 sq. mi.); about
the size of Indiana. Cities: Capital—Seoul
(10 million). Other magor cities—Pusan (3.5
million), Taegu (2 million), Inchon (1.4
million). Terrain: Partially forested
mountain ranges separated by deep; narrow
valleys; cultivated plains along the coasts,
particularly in the west and south. Climate:
Temperate.

People

Nationality: Noun and adjective—
Korean(s). Population (1988): 43 million.
Annual growth rate: 1%. Ethinic groups:
Korean; small Chinese minority. Religions:
Buddhism, Christianity, Shamanism,
Confucianism. Language: Korean.
Education: Years compulsory—6. Number
of students—11,182,000. Attendance

United States Deparlment of State

Bureau of Public Affairs

(1988)—of those eligible, 99% attended
middle school, 94% attended high school.
Literacy—98%. Health (1987): 1 doctor/
1,000 persons. Infant mortality rate
(1988)—6/1,000. Life expectancy (1988)—
men 67 yrs., women 73 yrs. Work force
(17 million, 1988): Agriculture—21%.
Industry—28%. Services—50%.

Government

Type: Republic with powers shared
between the president and the legislature.
Independence: August 15, 1948.
Constitution: July 17, 1948; last revised
1987.

Branches: Executive—president (chief
of state). Legislative—unicameral National
Assembly. Judicial—Supreme Court and
appellate courts, Constitutional Court.

Subdivisions: 9 provinces,

6 administratively separate cities (Seoul,
Pusan, Inchon, Taegu, Kwangju, Taejon).

Political parties: Government party—
Democratic Liberal Party (DLP).
Opposition parties—New Democratic Union
(NDU) and Democratic Party (DP).
Suffrage: Universal at 20,

Central government budget (1991):
Expenditures—$38 billion.

Defense: $11 billion, approx. 4% of GNP
in real terms and 29% of government
budget. About 650,000 troops.

Flag: Centered on a white field is the
ancient Chinese symbol of yin and yang; at
each corner of the white field is a different
trigram of black bars.

Economy

GNP (1990 est.): $224 billion. Annual
growth rate (1965-86): 7%; (1986-88): 12%;
(1990 est.): 9%. Per capita GNP: $5,500.
Consumer price index (1930 avg.
increase): 9%.

Natural resources: Limited coal,
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tungsten, iron ore, limestone, kaolinite, and
graphite.

Agriculture, including forestry and
fisheries (9% of 1990 GNP): Products—rice,
barley, vegetables. Arable land—22% of
land area.

Mining and manufacturing (35% of 1990
GNP): Textiles, footwear, electronies,
shipbuilding, motor vehieles,
petrochemicals, industrial machinery.

Trade (1990): Exzports—§65 billion:
manufactures, textiles, ships, electronics,
footwear, steel. Major markets—US, Japan,
European Community, Middle East.
Imports—$70 billion: crude oil, food,
machinery and transportation equipment,
chemicals and chemical products, base
metals and articles. Major suppliers—
Japan, US, Middle East.

Official exchange rate (December
1990): 715 won=US$1.

Fiscal year: Calendar year.

Membership in
International Organizations

Official observer status at UN; active in many
UN specialized agencies (FAO, GATT, IAEA,
IBRD, ICAO, IDA, IFAD, IFC, IMF, IMO, ITU,
UNCTAD, UNDP, UNESCO, UNICEF, UNIDO,
UPU, WHO, WIPO, WMO, WTO) and other
international organizations (Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific,
Geneva Conventions of 1949 for the Protection
of War Victims, Asian Development Bank,
INTELSAT, the Administrative Council of
the International Telecommunications
Coundil, International Whaling Commission,
Interparliamentary Union, INTERPOL);
official observer status in African Develop-
ment Bank (member of Africa Development
Fund), International Labor Organization,
and Organization of American States.



PEOPLE

Korea was first populated by a Tungusic
branch of the Ural-Altaic family, which
migrated to the peninsula from the
northwestern regions of Asia. Some also
settled parts of northeast China
(Manchuria); Koreans and Manchurians
still show physical similarities—in their -
height, for example. Koreans are racially
and linguistically homogeneous, with no
sizeable indigenous minorities, except
Chinese (50,000).

South Korea's major population
centers are in the northwest area of
Seoul-Inchon and in the fertile southern
plain. The mountainous central and
ecastern areas are sparsely inhabited.
Between 1925 and 1940, the Japanese
colonial administration in Korea
concentrated its industrial development

efforts in the comparatively
underpopulated and resource-rich north,
resulting in a considerable migration of
people to the north from the southern
agrarian provinces. This trend was
reversed after World War 11, when more
than 2 million Koreans moved from the
north to the south following the division
of the peninsula into US and Soviet
military zones of administration. This
southward migration continued after the
Republic of Korea was established in 1948
and during the Korean war (1950-58).
About 10% of the people in the Republic
of Korea are of northern origin. With 43
million people, South Korea has one of the
world’s highest population densities—
much higher, for example, than India or
Japan—while the territorially larger
North has about only 20 million people.
Ethnic Koreans now residing in other
countries live mostly in China (2.6

million), Japan (700,000), the United
States (1.2 million), and the Soviet Union
(500,000).

Language

Korean is a Uralic language, remotely
related to Japanese, Hungarian, Finnish,
and Mongolian. Although dialects exist,
the Korean spoken throughout the
peninsula is mutually comprehensible.
Chinese characters were used to write
Korean before the Korean Hangul
alphabet was invented in the 15th
century. These characters are still in
limited use in South Korea, but the North
uses Hangul exclusively. Many older
people retain some knowledge of
Japanese from the colonial period (1910-
45), and most educated Koreans can read
English, which is taught in all secondary
schools.

Religion

Korea's traditional religions are
Shamanism and Buddhism. Although .
Buddhism has lost some influence since
the 15th century, it still commands the
greatest number of adherents of any
faith—about 20% of the population.
Shamanism (traditional spirit worship)
is still practiced in some rural areas.
Although Confucianism remains the
dominant cultural influence, its religious

adherents are few and tend to be elderly.

Christian missionaries arrived in
Korea in the 19th century and founded
schools, hospitals, and other modern
institutions throughout the country.
Today, nearly 7 million Koreans, or 16%
of the population, are Christians (about
78% Protestant)—the largest figure for
any East Asian country except the
Philippines. There are estimated to be 4
million adherents of Chondogyo, a native
religion founded in the mid-19th century
that fuses elements of Confucianism and

-Christianity.

HISTORY

According to Korean legend, the god-king
Tangun founded the Korean nation in BC
2333, after which his descendants reigned
over a peaceful kingdom for more than a
millennium. By the first century AD, the
Korean Peninsula, known as Chosun
(“morning calm”), was divided into the
kingdoms of Silla, Koguryo, and Paekche.
The Silla kingdom unified the peninsula in
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AD 668. The Koryo dynasty (from which
is derived the Western name “Korea”)
succeeded the Silla kingdom in 935. The
Yi dynasty, which supplanted Keryo in
1392, lasted until the Japanese annexed
Korea in 1910.

Throughout most of its history,
Korea has been invaded, influenced, and
fought over by its larger neighbors.
Korea was under Mongolian occupation
from 1231 until the early 14th century and
was devastated by a large number of
Chinese rebel armies in 1359 and 1361,
the Japanese warlord Hideyoshi launched
major invasions in 1592 and 1597. In the
mid-19th century under the Yi kings,
Korea adopted a closed-door policy to
ward off Western encroachment, earning
Korea the name of “Hermit Kingdom.”
Although the Yi Dynasty paid nominal
fealty to the Chinese throne, Korea was,
in fact, independent until the late 19th
century. At that time, Japanese, Chinese,
and Russian competition in Northeast
Asia led to armed conflict. Japan defeated
its two competitors and established
dominance in Korea, formally annexing it
in 1910. The Japanese colonial era, which
lasted until the end of World War 11, was
characterized by tight control from Tokyo
and ruthless efforts to supplant Korean
language and culture. Korean resistance
to such colonialism, notably in the 1919
Independence Movement, failed.

At the April 1945 Yalta Conference,
the United States and the Soviet Union
agreed to establish a joint trusteeship for
Korea. The trusteeship was intended as a
temporary administrative measure
pending democratic elections of a Korean
government. The US proposed—and the
Soviet Union agreed—that Japanese
forces surrender to US forces south of the
38th parallel and to Soviet forces north of
that line.

In the north, the Soviets initially
transferred the administrative powers of
the former Japanese colonial government
to “people’s committees,” and later to a 5-
province administrative bureau under the
nationalist, Cho Man-Sik. Cho was later

_ purged by the Soviets for opposing the
decision of allied foreign ministers at the
Moscow Conference in December 1945 for
a 5-year trusteeship, during which a
Korean provisional government would
prepare for full independence.

In the south, the US military
government in Korea (1945-48), headed
by Lt. Gen. John R. Hodge, was marked
by uncertainty and an unclear US policy
toward Korea. The Moscow conference’s
decision for a trusteeship also generated a

firestorm of protest in South Korea.
Trusteeship was unacceptable to
nationalist leader Syngman Rhee and
other rightist Korean leaders associated
with the provisional government
established in Shanghai in 1919 by Korean
nationalists living abroad. It was also
opposed by groups within southern Korea
who had established local self-governing
bodies after the Japanese surrender.

The US military government initially
relied on the advice of conservative
elements but later tried to put together a
moderate coalition to provide it with a
broader base of political support. In
December 1946, the military government
established an interim legislative
assembly to draft legislation and
appointed moderates to half the seats.
(The others were indirectly elected seats
that went to rightists.) But the July 1947
assassination of a prominent leftist in the
coalition and the decision of a coalition
moderate to enter into unification talks
with the north led to the demise of the
coalition effort. '

The joint Soviet-American
commission provided for by the Moscow
conference met intermittently in Seoul
but became deadlocked over the issue of
free consultations with representatives of
all-Korean political groups for establish-
ment of a national government. The US
submitted the Korean question to the UN
General Assembly for resolution in
September 1947.

Korean Conflict

The Soviet Union and the Korean
authorities in the north ignored the UN
General Assembly resoltution of

November 1947, which called for UN-

supervised elections throughout Korea.
Elections, nonetheless, were carried out
under UN observation in the south, and
on August 15, 1948, the Republic of Korea
(ROK) was established. Syngman Rhee,
became the republic’s first president. On
September 9, 1948, the Soviet Union
established the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (DPRK) in the north
under Kim 11 Sung, a former anti-
Japanese guerrilla who served with the
Soviet Army in the Far East during
World War I1.

Guerrilla fighting between southern
and northern forces intensified during
1948-50. During this period, although the
US provided modest military aid to the
south, it planned and executed a
withdrawal of its occupation forces which
was completed by June 1849.

A year later, on June 25, 1950, North
Korean forces invaded South Korea. The
UN, in accord with its charter, engaged in
its first collective action by establishing
the UN Command (UNC), under which 16
member nations sent troops and
assistance to South Korea. Atthe
request of the UN Security Council, the
United States, which contributed the
largest contingent, led this international
effort.

After initially falling back to the
Pusan perimeter, UN forces conducted a
successful surprise landing at Inchon and
rapidly advanced up the peninsula. As the
main UN force approached the Yalu
River, large numbers of Chinese “people’s
volunteers” intervened, forcing UN
troops to withdraw south of Seoul. The
battle line seesawed back and forth until
the late spring of 1951, when a successful
offensive by UN forces was halted to
enhance ceasefire negotiations prospects.
The battle line thereafter stabilized north
of Seoul near the 38th parallel.

Armistice negotiations began in July
1951, buit hostilities continued until July
27, 1953. On that date at Panmunjom, the
military commanders of the North
Korean Army, the Chinese People’s
Volunteers, and the UNC signed an
armistice agreement. Neither the United
States nor South Korea is a signatory of
the armistice per se, though both adhere
to it through the UNC. No
comprehensive peace agreement has
replaced the 1953 armistice pact, which
remains in force. Thus, a condition of
belligerency still exists on the divided
peninsula. A Military Armistice
Commission (MAC), composed of 10
members, five appointed by each side,
supervises implementation of the
armistice.

In April 1954, an international
conference on Korea met in Geneva but
ended without agreement or progress
after 7 weeks of futile debate.

Postwar Developments

Syngman Rhee served as president of the
Republic of Korea until April 1960, when
university students forced him to step
down. A caretaker government was
established, the constitution was
amended, and national elections were held
in June. The opposition Democratic Party
easily defeated Rhee’s Liberals, and the
new National Assembly named Chang
Myon prime minister in August. Chang’s
democratic but ineffectual government—



the Second Republic—lasted until May
1961, when it was overthrown in an army
coup led by Maj. Gen. Park Chung Hee.
After 2 years of military government
under Park, civilian rule was restored
with the advent of the Third Republic in
1963. Park, who had retired from the
army, was elected president (and was
reclected in 1967, 1971, and 1978).

In 1972, a popular referendum
approved the Yushin (revitalizing)
constitution, greatly strengthening
presidential and executive branch
powers. Key provisions included indirect
clection of the president, presidential
appointment of one-third of the national
assembly, and presidential authority to
issue decrees restricting civil liberties in
times of national emergency. Park
subsequently issued several such decrees;
the best-known of these, EM-9, banned
discussion of false rumors, criticism of the
constitution or advocacy of its reform, and
political demonstrations by students.

The Park era, marked by rapid
industrial modernization and
extraordinary economic growth, ended
with his assassination in October 1979.
Prime Minister Choi Kyu Ha assumed
office briefly (the Fourth Republic),
promising a new constitution and
presidential elections. In December 1979,
Maj. Gen. Chun Doo Hwan and close
military colleagues removed the army
chief of staff and soon effectively
controlled the government.

University student-led demonstra-
tions spread in the spring of 1980. The
government declared martial law in mid-
May, banned all demonstrations, and
arrested many political leaders and
dissidents. Special forces units in the city
of Kwangju reacted harshly to any who
ignored the ban, setting off a confronta-
tion which left 200 civilians dead. This
incident left a wound that has proven
slow to heal. By September 1980,
President Choi had been forced to resign,
and General Chun, by then retired from
the army, was named president.

In October 1980, a referendum
approved a new constitution, beginning
the Fifth Republic. This document
retained key features of earlier ones,
including a strong executive and indirect
clection of the president, but limited the
chief executive to one 7-year term.
Elections were held in early 1981 for a
National Assembly and an electoral
college; the latter elected President Chun
to a 7-year term (1981-1988).

Although martial law ended in
January 1981, the government retained
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broad legal powers to control dissent. An
active and articulate minority of students,
intellectuals, clergy, and others remained
critical of the Chun government and
demonstrated against it. Demonstrations
at Inchon in May 1986 and at Konkuk
University in fall 1986 were marred by
violence.

In April 1986, the president
responded to a signature campaign by the
opposition New Korea Democratic Party
(NKDP), which called for direct election
of the next president by amending the
constitution. The NKDP soon split into
two opposition parties—Kim Dae Jung’s
Peace and Democracy Party (PPD) and
Kim Young Sam’s Reunification
Democratic Party (RDP). They agreed
on eight demands for reform including
constitutional revision, repeal or revision
of onerous laws, and release of political
prisoners.

President Chun, who could not
succeed himself, pledged in early 1987
that he would step down at the end of his
term in February 1988. Chun suspended
all discussion of constitutional revision in
June 1987, and the ruling Democratic
Justice Party approved Chun’s hand-
picked successor, Roh Tae Woo. Students,
and then the general public, took to the
streets to protest Chun’s suspension of
constitutional revision. On June 29, in a
surprise move, presidential candidate
Roh Tae Woo distanced himself from
President Chun by announcing that he
would implement democratic reforms if
elected. The constitution was revised in
October to include direct presidential
clections and a strengthened National
Assembly consisting of 299 members.

In December 1987 Roh Tae Woo won
with 37% of the vote in the first direct
presidential election since 1971. The two
leading opposition leaders, Kim Dae Jung
and Kim Young Sam, unable to agree on a
single candidate, both ran and lost. Kim
Dae Jung, Kim Young Sam, and former
prime minister Kim Jong Pil polled 27, 28
and 10%, respectively.

The new constitution entered into
force in February 1988, when President
Roh assumed office. Elections for the
national assembly were held on April 26.
In a stunning upset, President Roh’s
ruling Democratic Justice Party (DJP)
won only 34% of the popular vote, thereby
losing control of the assembly for the first
time since 1952. The final count was 125
seats for the DJP, 70 seats for Kim Dae
Jung’s Party for Peace and Democracy
(PPD), 59 seats for Kim Young Sam’s
Reunification Democratic Party (RDP),

35 seats for Kim Jong Pil's New
Democratic Republican Party (NDRP),
and 10 for independent candidates.

The new opposition-dominated
national assembly quickly challenged the
president’s prerogatives. In July 1988 it
turned down President Roh’s choice for
chief of the Supreme Court. In the fall,
the assembly conducted the first
government audit in 16 years and began
televised hearings into practices and
policies of former President Chun’s Fifth
Republic. By late November, Chun was
forced to make a public apology to the
nation, turn over his personal wealth to
the nation, and go into internal exile in a
Buddhist temple. In December, the
government and the assembly for the first
time worked together to pass the budget,
which the government had previously
handed down.

After months of speculation and
demands from the opposition that
President Roh hold the interim
assessment on his administration that he
had promised while campaigning, Roh
decided in March 1989 to postpone the
evaluation indefinitely, citing the unstable
political situation. Labor, farmer, and
student unrest continued despite Roh’s
promises of further reforms.

In April 1989, the government began
cracking down against leftist elements it
maintained were destabilizing the
country. The nation was shocked by the
deaths of seven policeman in Pusanin a
confrontation with students. This was
soon followed by the illegal visit of 71-
year old dissident Rev. Moon Ik Kwan to
North Korea. Rev. Moon embraced North
Korean leader Kim I1 Sung while in
Pyongyang and was arrested upon his
return to South Korea. In July, student
activist Yim Su Kyong made an
unauthorized visit to the North to attend
Pyongyang’s World Youth Festival and
was arrested. In August opposition leader
Kim Dae Jung was indicted in connection
with unauthorized visits to North Korea
by one of his party members, Suh Kyong
Won. In October the government
acknowledged that 1,315 people had been
arrested in the first 9 months of 1989,
including 284 for security violations.

South Korean politics have changed
dramatically because of the 1988
legislative elections, the assembly’s
greater powers under the 1987
constitution, and the influence of public
opinion. There has been significant
political liberalization since 1937,
including freedom of the press and
greater freedoms of expression and



assembly than in the past. In 1988, the
government released several hundred
political prisoners and restored the civil
rights of former detainees. In 1989, the
government asserted its prerogatives to
maintain public stability, raising concerns
over human rights issues.

The nation was stunned in January
1990 when the 3 political parties led by
President Roh, Kim Young Sam, and Kim
Jong Pil merged to form a new majority
party, the Democratic Liberal Party
(DLP). This new alliance left Kim Dae
Jung and his Party for Peace and
Democracy (PPD) as the primary
opposition, since the tiny Democratic
Party (DP) controlled just eight seats in
the National Assembly. In July 1990, the
DLP passed several significant bills
without debate, and the PPD and the DP
precipitated a legislative crisis by
announcing a boycott of the national
assembly. The PPD returned to the
assembly in November, only after getting
assurances on several issues, including
greater local autonomy. In March 1990
the ROK held its first local elections in 30
years. Further local elections were
planned for June 1991, and the trend
taward greater democratization
continued to gain momentum.

Principal Government Officials

President—Roh Tae Woo

Prime Minister—Roh Jae Bong

Deputy Prime Minister; Chairman,
Economic Planning Board—

Lee Seung Yun

Minister of Foreign Affairs—Lee Sang
Ock

Minister of National Defense—Lee
Jong Ku

Ambassador to the United States—
Hyun Hong Choo

Ambassador to the UN—Roe Chang
Hee

Speaker of the National Assembly—
Park Jyun Kyu

Korea maintains an embassy in the
United States at 2320 Massachusetts
Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20008
(tel. 202-939-5600).

ECONOMY

Over the past 25 years, the Republic of
Korea’s economic growth has been
spectacular. Despite the need to maintain
a large military, South Korea, one of the
world’s poorest countries only a
generation ago, is now the United States’
seventh largest trading partner and a

middle-ranking industrial power. Lacking
natural resources, Korea’s greatest asset
is its industrious, literate people.

The division of the Korean peninsula
in 1945 created two unbalanced economic
units. North Korea inherited most of the
peninsula’s mineral and hydroelectric
resources and most of the heavy
industrial base built by the Japanese.
South Korea was left with a large,
unskilled labor pool and most of the
peninsula’s limited agricultural resources.
Both north and south suffered massive
destruction in the Korean war, but an
influx of refugees added to the south’s
economic woes. South Korea began the
postwar period with a per capita gross
national product (GNP) far below that of
the north. It received large amounts of
US foreign assistance until the 1970s. All
US direct aid was stopped in 1980.

South Korea’s meager mineral
resources include tungsten, anthracite
coal, iron ore, limestone, kaolinite, and
graphite. There is no oil, and energy
is a continuing concern for the ROK’s
economic planners. An ambitious
program to develop nuclear power is
well underway; Korea now has eight
nuclear plants in operation, one
under construction and two planned.

The nation’s successful industrial growth
program began in the early 1960s, when
the Park government instituted sweeping
economic reforms emphasizing exports
and labor-intensive light industries. The
government also carried out a currency
reform, strengthened financial
institutions, and introduced flexible
economic planning.

From 1963 to 1978, real GNP rose at
an annual rate of nearly 10%, with
average real growth of more than 11% for
the years 1973-78. While Korea’s national
production was rising throughout the
1960s and 1970s, the annual population
growth rate declined to the current 1%,
resulting in a 20-fold increase in per
capita GNP. Per capita GNP, which
reache for the first time in 1963,
now exceeds $4,000, or four times that of

“North Korea.

The political and social unrest that
followed the 1979 assassination of
President Park and the effect of world
economic developments, including the
drastic increase in world oil prices in 1979,
triggered a severe recession in Korea. In
the early 1980s, external debt was a
serious concern, peaking at $47 billion in
1985. The economy had already recovered

somewhat by the spring of 1983 when a
strengthening US economy helped
stimulate Korean economic performance.
From 1986 to 1988, booming exports led
once again to high growth rates averaging
12% per year. Current account surpluses
reached a total of $14 billion by the end of
1988, at which time foreign debt had
decreased to $31 billion—18% of GNP and
44% of exports.

Korea registered bilateral trade
surpluses of about $10 billion with the US
in 1987 and 1988. In 1989, Korea’s global
trade and current account surpluses and
bilateral surplus with the US declined
dramatically, due to a number of factors:
appreciation of the won, labor disputcs,
cumulative wage increases and strong
domestic demand. The surplus remained
approximately $4 billion in 1990. It has
yet to be demonstrated, however,
whether a structural, lasting decline in
Korea’s surplus has begun. Long-term
growth prospects remain bright. External
factors will remain important. Korea
continues to emphasize exports, while the
quickly expanding domestic market
provides greater economy of scale. The
ability to adapt to a more open system
suitable to a growing democracy and to
Korea’s greater role in the world economy
are important to the continued success of
the Korean economy.

FOREIGN RELATIONS

South Korea is committed to peaceful
settlement of international differences, a
commitment best illustrated by its
restrained response to a number of
provocations by North Korea over the
past 15 years. These include the 1968 Blue
House raid, the October 1983 bombing in
Rangoon, Burma, which killed six of the
ROK’s most prominent leaders, and the
November 1987 bomb explosion aboard
Korean Air Lines flight 858, in which 115
lives were lost. Captured North Korean
agents confessed to all of these acts.
South Korea is becoming increasingly
active in international affairs. Although
not a UN member, it has launched a
campaign to join that organization.
However, North Korea opposes separate
admission to the UN on the grounds that
it would perpetuate the division of the
peninsula; some of its allies support this
contention. South Korea presently has a
UN observer mission headed by an
ambassador and is active in most UN



specialized agencies. In addition, South
Korea has made efforts to join or
participate actively in many other
international fora, ranging from the
Antarctic Treaty to the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD).

South Korea today has diplomatic
relations with 148 countries and an even
broader network of trading relationships.
It has hosted a series of prestigious
international events, including the 1988
summer Olympics. A total of 159
countries participated in the Seoul
Olympics, making it the largest Olympics
ever. Only six nations followed North
Korea’s call to boyeott. Chinese, Soviet,
and Eastern European participation in
the Seoul Olympies underscored and
accelerated President Roh’s policy of
“Nordpolitik”—the pursuit of wide-
ranging relations with socialist nations
and contacts and dialogue with North
Korea.

Nordpolitik has so far met with
notable success. In February 1989,
Hungary became the first communist
nation to establish full diplomatic
relations with the ROK. The ROK now
has diplomatic relations with all the
countries of Eastern and Central Europe
except Albania. Nordpolitik’s crowning

chievement came in September 1990,
[?vhen the ROK and USSR opened formal

diplomatic relations. In early 1991 the
ROK and People’s Republic of China
exchanged trade offices, a clear sign of
improvement in relations and a possible
first step toward eventual diplomatic
relations.

The South Korean government and
politicians have long been concerned over
the fate of the 35,000 Koreans on Sakhalin
Island, now under Soviet control. Koreans
were originally brought to Sakhalin by
the Japanese as forced labor. A series of
semi-official Korean delegations visited
Moscow and Sakhalin in 1989. These
contacts resulted in Soviet agreement to
increase the flow of ethnic Koreans in
Sakhalin allowed to visit South Korea. In
addition, 20 first-generation Koreans
from Sakhalin were repatriated in 1988
after more than 40 years away from their
homeland.

Following the ratification in 1965 of a
treaty normalizing relations between
Japan and Korea, the two nations have
developed an extensive relationship

centering on mutually beneficial economic
activity. Although the legacy of historic
antipathies has at times impeded
cooperation, relations at the government
level have improved steadily and
significantly in the past several years.
Korea’s economic growth, energy
requirements, and need for basic raw
materials and for markets have given
economic considerations high priority in
the country’s foreign policy. In light of
these concerns, Korean diplomacy in
recent years has also concentrated on
broadening its international base of
support with Third World nations, the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), and Middle Eastern states.
Korea wants to participate actively in
Pacific basin economic affairs. It has
offered to host in 1991 the third
ministerial meeting on Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation initiated by
Australian Prime Minister Hawke.

Negotiating Efforts
with North Korea

Throughout the postwar period, both
Korean governments have repeatedly
affirmed their desire for reunification of
the Korean peninsula, but, until 1971, the
two governments had no direct, official
communication or other contact.

In August 1971, North and South
Korea agreed to hold talks through their
respective Red Cross societies with the
aim of reuniting the many Korean families
separated following the division of Korea
and the Korean war. After a series of
secret meetings, both sides announced on
July 4, 1972, an agreement to work
toward peaceful reunification and an end
to the hostile atmosphere prevailing on
the peninsula. Officials exchanged visits
and regular communications were
established through a south-north
coordinating committee and the Red
Cross, but the two sides made no
substantive progress. These initial
contacts quickly broke down and finally
ended on August 13, 1973. The breakdown
reflected basic differences in approach,
with Pyongyang insisting on immediate
steps toward reunification before
discussing specific issues and Seoul
maintaining that, given the long history of
mutual distrust, reunification must come
through a gradual, step-by-step process.

South Korea maintains that a
meaningful dialogue should be based on

de facto recognition of cach other’s
existing political, social, and economic
systems. South Korea supports the
recognition of both Koreas by the major
powers in the region (US, USSR, PRC,
and Japan), and the admission of both
Koreas to the United Nations, pending
peaceful reunification. North Korea
currently rejects these ideas, although it
applied for UN membership in 1949
(following the lead of the ROK) and
supported a Soviet Union draft in 1957,
resubmitted in 1958, which called for
“simultaneous UN admission.” The North
now argues that this proposal would
perpetuate the peninsula’s division.

Tension between North and South
Korea increased dramatically in the
aftermath of the 1983 North Korean
assassination attempt on President Chun
in Burma. North-South sports talks the
following spring became acrimonious
after the Rangoon bombing. South
Korea’s suspicions of the north’s motives
were not diminished by Pyongyang’s
proposal for “tripartite” talks on the
future of the Korean peninsula. This
initiative, made public in January 1984,
called for talks with the United States in
which “South Korean authorities” would
be permitted to participate. The tripartite
talks would replace the armistice
agreement with a peace treaty, which
would provide for withdrawal of all US
troops and set the stage for a declaration
of non-aggression between north and
south.

North Korea’s offer to provide relief
goods to victims of severe flooding in
South Korea in September 1984—and
South Korean acceptance—led to revived
dialogue on several fronts: Red Cross
talks to address the plight of separated
families, economic and trade talks, and
parliamentary talks. However, in January
1986, the north unilaterally suspended all
talks, arguing that annual ROK/US
military exercises were inconsistent with
dialogue. The north also announced a
unilateral moratorium on large-scale
military exercises and called upon the US
and ROK to do the same. The US and the
ROK responded by reiterating their
longstanding offer to allow DPRK
officials to observe exercises and by
proposing pre-notification of military
exercises. These proposals were rejected
by the north, and in 1987 the north
resumed large-scale exercises.



In a major new initiative on July 7,
1988, South Korean President Roh Tae
Woo called for new efforts to promote
exchanges, family reunification, inter-
Korean trade and contact in international
fora. President Roh called on Korea’s
friends and allies to pursue contacts with
the north and said that the south intended
to seek better relations with the USSR
and China.

Roh’s initiative provided renewed
momentum to a dialogue suspended since
late 1985. Over the following months, the
two sides met several times at
Panmunjom to try to arrange a joint
meeting of the two Korean parliaments.
In early 1989, both sides also met in
preliminary meetings to discuss
arrangements for prime ministerial-level
talks. In other fora, the two national
Olympic committees met to discuss
forming a joint team for the 1990 Asian
Games in Beijing.

In February 1989, North Korea
suspended the parliamentary talks over
US-ROK military exercises. It April the
north suspended the prime ministerial
talks and the sports talks until July,
blaming South Korea’s arrest of a
dissident clergyman who visited North
Korea without government approval.

In the fall of 1989, the dialogue resumed
in four fora—athletic, Red Cross,
parliamentary, and prime ministerial. In
the Red Cross talks, there were attempts
to reach agreement on reunions of
separated family members and exchanges
of cultural arts troupes.

Prime ministerial-level talks were
initiated in 1990. Delegations met three
times, although little concrete progress
was made. The north cancelled the fourth
meeting, scheduled for February 1991,
once again citing annual exercises as the
reason.

Hopes for a summit (proposed
repeatedly in the past) have also been
unfulfilled. President Roh, in a speech to
the UN General Assembly in October
1988, offered to go to Pyongyang at any
time to discuss any issue, including North
Korea’s call for a mutual declaration of
non-aggression. North Korean President
Kim I1 Sung did not respond positively.
Kim had earlier stated that a summit
must first take up his proposal for Koryo
confederation and withdrawal of US
forces. In his 1989 New Year’s address,
Kim suggested that Roh come to

Pyongyang as a party head in a group
with southern opposition and dissident
leaders. However, he later referred to
Roh by his official title and, in his 1991
New Year’s address, offered a revised
version of his confederal proposal in
which he suggested that regional
governments would exercise independent
foreign and defense policy.

Following the ROK government’s
1988 decision to allow trade with the
DPRK, South Korean firms began to
import North Korean goods, all via third-
country contracts. The DPRK has
denounced and denied this trade.
Nevertheless, the north publicized a late
January 1989 visit by Hyundai
Corporation founder Chong Chu Yong as
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Ambassador—Donald P. Gregg
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The US Export Development Office/
US Trade Center is c/o US Embassy.
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well as a private protocol he signed to
develop tourism and other projects in the
north.

US-KOREAN RELATIONS

The United States remains committed to
maintaining peace and stability on the
Korean peninsula. The United States
agreed in the 1954 US-ROK Mutual
Defense Treaty to help the Republic of
Korea defend itself from external
aggression. In support of that
commitment, the US maintains about
43,000 service personnel in Korea,
including the army’s Second Infantry
Division and several air force tactical
squadrons. To coordinate operations
between these units and the 650,000-
strong Korean armed forces, a combined
forces command (CFC) was established in
1978. The CFC is headed by a US general
who serves concurrently as commander in
chief of the UN Command (CINC-UNC).

Several aspects of the security
relationship are changing as the US
moves from a leading to a supporting role.
South Korea has agreed to pay more of
the US defense costs, to fund relocation of
the large US headquarters garrison at
Yongsan from Seoul, and to accept
changes in the CFC command structure.

The United States supports direct,
government-to-government talks
between the authorities of South and
North Korea. The US believes that the
fundamental decisions on the future of the
Korean peninsula must be taken by the
Korean people themselves. Therefore, the
US has refused to be drawn into separate
negotiations on Korean issues with North
Korea, as Pyongyang has insisted.

The most rapidly developing area in
Korean-US relations is that of economics
and trade. Korea is now its seventh
largest trading partner, and the US secks
to improve its trade imbalance, through
greater access to Korea’s expanding
market and improved investment
opportunities for US business. Although
Korea is reluctant to abandon industrial
protection and the state-directed
industrial policy which played such an
important role in its industrialization,
Korean policy-makers increasingly claim
to recognize the benefits of liberalized
trade for their economy. Korean leaders
seem determined to manage successfully



the complex economic relationship with
the United States and to take a more
active role in international economic fora
as befits Korea’s status as a major trading
nation.

Since the 1950s, the US-Korean
relationship has developed into one of the
most important in Asia. The 1982
celebration of the centennial of Korean-
American diplomatic relations and
President Reagan’s 1983 visit to Korea
underscored the quality of US-Korean
relations. In 1989, a succession of high-
level visits—President Bush (February),
Vice President Quayle (September) and
President Roh (October)—reaffirmed a
determination to develop and strengthen
the bilateral relationship further.
President Roh visited the US again in
June 1990. |

Climate and clothing: Korea's
temperate, four-season climate is like
that of the eastern US. Dress is more
conservative than in the US.

Visas: Visas are not required of tourists
travelling to South Korea if their stay is
less than 15 days or if they are simply
transiting the country and have a ticket
for an onward destination. Tourist visas,
which should be obtained from a Korean
consulate for longer stays, are issued
for a 5-year period with multiple entries,
but the length of any one visit should not
exceed 90 days. Visas are required for
all official and business visitors. No
immunizations are required of travelers
from the US.

Health: Health services are fair to good
in most major cities. Most Korean
physicians have been trained in
Western medicine, and hospital services
are adequate. Outside of the major
hotels, water generally is not potable.

Transportation: International airports
serve Seoul (Kimpo), Pusan (Kimhae),
and Cheju Island. Extensive intercity air,
rail, and bus service is available. There
is an excellent network of local bus, taxi,
and, in Seoul, subway services.

Tele-communications: Seoul is 14 time |
zones ahead of Eastern Standard Time |
(13 hrs. during daylight-saving time).
International direct-dial service is
available to Korea's major cities.
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POLITICAL OVERVIEW IN KOREA

U.S.-South Korean Security Cooperation

The modern U.S.-Korean relationship dates from the end of
World War II, when American troops helped to liberate southern
Korea from Japanese rule. Soviet forces had already moved into
the northern half of the peninsula, and the result was a
de facto division of the country. Korea remained officially
divided when,Allied forces withdrew in 1948-49.-

The United States has had compelling political and
strategic interests in Korea since the outbreak of the Korean
War in 1950. Under United Nations auspices, American troops
were dispatched to Korea and ultimately repelled the Northern
invasion. A 1953 armistice halted the fighting between North
and South, but officially the war has never ended.
U.S.-Republic of Korea (ROK) mutual security interests are
embodied in our 1954 Mutual Defense Treaty, which led to the
stationing of American troops in the South. The U.S. has
approximately 43,000 uniformed men and women serving in the
country, commanded by a U.S. four-star general who is also the
Commander of United Nations forces and the U.S.-Korea Combined
Forces Command.

The U.S.-ROK security relationship is reviewed annually in .
the Security Consultative Meeting, co-chaired by the U.S.
Secretary of Defense and the Korean Minister of National
Defense. Secretary Cheney met with his Korean counterpart in
November in Washington.

Sentiment in Congress has been growing to review the
rationale for maintaining current troop levels in the ROK, and
to consider possible reductions. The East Asia Strategy
Initiative calls for a reduction of about 7000 U.S. troops by
the end of 1992. At that time, the U.S. and ROK will review
the situation to determine if further reductions are
warranted. The ROKG has mixed views on. the question of troop
reduction and/or withdrawal. For nationalisitic reasons it
would like to reduce U.S. military presence. However, it does
not want an immediate or precipitous withdrawal because of the
continued threat of North Korea and long-term fear of Japanese
regional hegemony.
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North and South: The Military Egquation

Despite the growing economic and military strength of the
South, the military balance on the peninsula still favors the
North in virtually every category. The North has 1,040,000 men
under arms, the South, 650,000. The North has 15 armored
divisions, the South, 1. The North has 730 jet fighters, the
South, 480. The North has 25 attack submarines, the South,
one. In addition, Seoul is only 25 miles from the
demilitarized zone. North Korean redeployment in the 1980°'s
significantly reduced the ROK's warning time in the event of a
surprise attack.

The North's military advantages are offset somewhat by
South Korean qualitative advantages in some armaments and by
the deterrent value of U.S. forces stationed in the South.
American forces will remain in the South so long as there is a
threat from the North, and the U.S. and South Korean
governments believe they are needed. A vocal minority of
dissidents in the South opposes the U.S. military presence, but
the overwhelming majority of South Koreans want U.S. troops to
remain.

North-South Relations and Reunification Talks

The lessening of Cold War tensions worldwide has been least
felt in Korea. However, leaders on both sides of the DMZ are
talking more about improving relations and eventual
reunification. Since July 1988, President Roh has worked to
open trade and contact with North Korea in a variety of fora.
In 1989 and 1990, the North interrupted scheduled North-South
talks, citing the annual U.S.-ROK Team Spirit military exercise
as the reason.

In the second half of 1990, the two governments initiated a
series of talks at the Prime Ministerial level, meeting in
August, October, and December. These were the the highest
level meetings between North and South since the division of
the peninsula. The two talks have produced no concrete
agreements, but at this point the mere fact of the talks is
significant. Another round of meetings was scheduled for late
February in Pyongyang. However, the North cancelled the
February session, again to protest the Team Spirit exercise.

We do not know when, or if, they will be renewed.

South Korean Internal Developments

The South has been undergoing a democratic political
transformation since the election of President Roh Tae-Woo in
December 1987, in the country's first direct presidential
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election in 16 years. President Roh was elected with 37 per
cent of the vote. 1In legislative elections five months later,
three opposition parties won majority control of the National
Assembly. In January 1990, President Roh stunned the nation by
successfully merging two opposition parties with his own
Democratic Liberal Party (DLP) to provide a two-thirds majority
in the 299 seat Assembly. The party merger increased political
cynicism, but opposition leader Kim Dae Jung has had difficulty
translating this cynicism into political gain for his Party for
Peace and Democracy (PPD).

In July 1990, the ruling DLP used its overwhelming majority
to pass significant legislation without debate at the close of
the legislative session. Nine days later, eighty opposition
members resigned from the Assembly in protest, and Kim Dae Jung
called for new general elections. The Speaker of the National
Assembly rejected the resignations and the legislative crisis
continued until November, when the PPD came back to the
Assembly when the ruling party agreed to hold local elections
in 1991 and Assembly elections in 1992. The tiny, 8-member
Democratic Party continues to boycott the Assembly. Achieving
a degree of local political autonomy has been a major
opposition goal, and is close to implementation. The first
round of local elections were held in March 1991, and the
second round is scheduled for June.

The human rights situation has improved considerably under
President Roh. The ROKG has released several hundred political
prisoners, but another several hundred remain imprisoned. .
Opposition parties and human rights activists have called for
repeal of the National Security Law, which, among other things,
allows for arrest and imprisonment for possessing and/or
publishing books or articles originating in, or praising, North
Korea. They criticize the ROKG for its uneven enforcement of
the law, particularly with regard to travel to North Korea.

Labor relations has been another area of dispute in South
Korea. The overall process of labor/management conflict
resolution is still in its infancy, although there were far
fewer labor disputes in in 1990 than in 1989.

Anti-Americanism

Anti-American sentiments often appear at demonstrations, as
well as in pamphlets and on campus posters. The assertive
nationalism of young Koreans is frequently expressed as
anti-Americanism, owing largely to the presence of American
military forces. Although we support reunification on terms
agreeable to both sides, many young Koreans wrongly believe the
U.S. desires the continued division of the country.
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Some also mistakenly think the U.S. played a role in the 1980
"Kwangju massacre, in which at least 200 people were killed by
- the ROK military. ©USIS offices and American cultural centers
have been attacked by students in recent years. Recently,
perceived U.S. pressure on market access and the Uruguay Round
have also contributed to anti-Americanism. Still, most
observers feel anti-Americanism is on the wane. There is no
heightened threat to private Americans travelers or residents.

ROK Foreign Policy

During the 1980s, the ROK greatly expanded its
international role. The Seoul Olympics marked a breakthrough.
Today, South Korea has diplomatic relations with nearly every
country. Since 1988, President Roh has carried out his policy
of "Nordpolitik," which called for the expansion of diplomatic
ties worldwide, especially with Socialist countries. The
crowning achievment of Nordpolitik was the establishment of
relations with the Soviet Union on September 30, 1990.
President Roh visited Moscow in mid-December and the two
countries have signed several agreements on economic
cooperation. The ROK also recently agreed to provide $3
billion in economic assistance to the Soviets in the form of
loans. Relations have also improved with China, and the two
countries have agreed to exchange trade -offices. The U.S.
fully supports President Roh's Nordpolitik policy, and the
improvement in relations with both the USSR and the People's
Republic of China. ‘

South Korea would like to join the UN. 1In 1990 it seemed
likely that China would veto ROK membership unless it were on
terms suitable to the North. 1In 1991, the North announced that
it too would apply for UN membership, thus practically
guaranteeing membership for both North and South Korea. The
U.S. supports UN membership for both Koreas.
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- conclusion and implementation of an IAEA safeguards
agreement, as required by the NPT;

- a regular process of returning Korean War MIA remains;

_ a credible statement condemning terrorism.

We are encouraged by some of the trends we see:

_ North Korea has expressed interest in bettering relations
with the U.S. It has responded positively to a number of
our concerns, including remains return and North-South
dialogue. Anti-U.S. propaganda has declined.

-~ The diplomatic picture in Northeast Asia has changed

remarkably. Probably in response to South Korea's success
in establishing relations with the USSR and China, North

. Korea has offered to normalize relations with Japan. It is

seeking to expand relations with a number of Wéstern
countries. "

However, problems remain, and there are still serious

restraints on improving relations with the DPRK.

o

— Our most serious concern is the DPRK's failure so far to
sign a nuclear safeguards agreement with the IAEA, as it is
obligated to do. North Korea operates an unsafeguarded
reactor and other facilities which could be used to build
nuclear weapons, which would be extremely destabilizing.

We have said that signing safeguards is a condition for
significantly improving U.S.-DPRK relations; :

- We also call for a clear disavowal of terrorism, and we
would like North Korea to stop being an exporter of certain
arms and military technology, especially missiles.

As Secretary Baker noted in tesfimony to the SFRC on

February 1, 1990, "We are looking for a steady, reciprocal
process toward better relations both between North and South
Korea and between the U.S and North Korea."

O

We also support'the entry of both Koreas into the UN, as

President Bush mentioned in his speech to the UN last fall.

February 1991
SEKPOL 1938
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USsSG Policy Toward North Korea

o) Relations between the U.S. and the DPRK are strained, and
there are no official relations. We talk to each other at a
low level, but we remain divided by major problems, the chief
one being the threat posed by North Korea's million-man army to
our ally, South Korea.

0 However, in the past two years, both the U.S. and the ROK
have taken steps to reduce tensions with‘North Korea.

o] In support of ROK President Rot Tae Woo's 1988 opening to
North Korea, and because it is in the joint U.S.-ROK interest
to draw the DPRK out of its isolation, the U.S. announced in
October 1988 a package of steps toward North Korea:

- We encourage unofficial, non-governmental visits from the
DPRK for academicrand cultural purposes;

- We allow the travel of U.S. citizens to North Korea for
family visits, academic and cultural purposes, etc. ;.

- We permit humanitarian trade in items meeting “basic
human needs;" :

_ We have authorized our diplomats to engage in substantive
discussions with North Korean counterparts. Since January
1989, the U.S. Embassy Political Counselor in Beijing has
met with his North Korean counterpart 14 times, most
recently in January 1991.

o] North Korea remains on our 1ist of nations which support
terrorism. The 1968 capture of the USS Pueblo in international
waters and the raid on the Blue House; the 1974 assassination
of President Park's wife by a North Korean resident of Japanj
the October 1983 bomb murder in Rangoon of senior Korean
officials; and the November, 1987, destruction of a KAL
sirliner have dictated this move. We have not removed North
Korea from our list of states supporting terrorism, nor have we
1ifted our general embargo on commercial trade.

o] In diplomatic discussions with the North Koreans subsequent
to our October 1988 announcement, we have suggested several
areas in which North Korea could take steps which we would
regard as positive. These have included:

- Progress in the North-South dialogue, including serious .
discussion with the South about CBM's and other concrete
steps to reduce tensions;
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Budget in his report of October 16, 1989.

(4) For accounts making commitments for
guaranteed loans or obligations for direct
loans as authorized by substantive law, the
head of each department or agency is di-
rected to reduce the level of such commit-
ments or obligations to the extent necessary
to conform to the limitations established by
the Act and specified by the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget in his
report of October 16, 1989.

All reductions and sequestrations shall be
made in strict accordance with the specifi-
cations of the October 16th report of the
Director of the Office of Management and

Budget and the requirements of section
252(b).

This order shall be effective immediately
and supersedes the initial order issued on
August 25, 1989.

This order shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register.

GEORGE BuUsH

The White House,
October 16, 1989.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis-
ter, 7:18 p.m., October 16, 1989] .

Remarks Following Discussions With President Roh Tae Woo of the

Republic of Korea
October 17, 1989

President Bush. There have been many
high-level visits between Washington and
Seoul recently, proof that good relations are
important to both countries. But today it’s
been my special pleasure to welcome Presi-
dent Roh and his Cabinet to Washington.
Mr. President, I hope you and your lovely
First Lady have enjoyed your visit to the
White House as much as Barbara and I en-
joyed our visit to the Blue House last Feb-
ruary.

This has been a busy day of discussions
with President Roh on a range of important
bilateral, regional, and multilateral issues;
and we’ve confirmed that the Governments
and peoples of the United States and the
Republic of Korea are resolved to promote
and defend economic growth and democra-
cy. Our discussions have been intense and
meaningful, and our partnership has been
strengthened.

So, let no one doubt that the United
States stands by its commitment to maintain
the peace and prevent the outbreak of hos-
tilities on the peninsula.. As I said in Seoul
in February, U.S. forces will remain as long
as both Governments and both peoples be-
lieve it is in the interest of peace. Anci of
course, our forces will remain as long' as
there is a threat from the North. I under-
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stand that President Roh, when asked about
the American presence in South Korea gen-
erally, answered with a colorful American
phrase: “If it ain’t broke, don't fix it.” And,
Mr. President, my sentiments exactly.

At the same time, our two nations aspire
to lessen tensions between the North and
the South. And this and the creation of the
conditions that favor reunification can only
be the result of the vision and tireless ef-
forts of the Korean people. The United
States applaud President Roh’s creative di-
plomacy and supports his plan to create a
commonwealth between the North and the
South as a step toward reunification. Presi-
dent Roh’s unification formula is based on
principles that we share—independence,
peace, and democracy—and it is my hope
that the resumption of other forums of
inter-Korean dialog will lead to institutions
that will serve as a basis for eventual reuni-
fication.

But the division of Korea is merely a part
of a great divide between all the nations of
the world. And it is in the other half of the
world, the Soviet Union and Eastern
Europe, that momentous change is under-
way. President Roh and I are of one mind
in dealing with this change. Simply put, we
will seek to strengthen security and peace
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by engaging the Communist world in con-
structive endeavor. President Roh’s nordpo-
litik, a diplomatic endeavor to reach out to
Communist countries in Europe as well as
in Asia, complements the policy of the
United States. And, Mr. President, may I
follow your practice and quote a few
Korean sayings: “World peace is not a pavil-
ion in the sky.” “If beans grow where beans
are planted, then surely peace will grow
where peace is planted.”

Just as South Korea is taking a leading
role in diplomacy, so it has also become a
major economic force. South Korea is now
the world’s 10th largest trading nation and
America’s Tth largest trading partner.
Korean workers and companies have bene-
fited from U.S. open markets, but American
workers and companies deserve equal
access to Korean markets. As I told the Na-
tional Assembly in February, protectionism
offers a false prosperity. It may seem to be
the easy way out, but it’s really the quickest
way down. And trade, free and fair, is the
way up for the consumers and the workers
of both nations. And that’s why I'm pleased
to note the progress made in the past few
vears in reducing trade barriers. And we
applaud these moves and expect continued
improvement on the trade front.

And last, but not least, President Roh and
I today discussed the dramatic changes oc-
curring in Korean society and politics.
Under his leadership, the Republic of Korea
has moved toward greater democracy and
respect for human and civil rights. And the
history of our own country suggests that
such change is hard won. But our history
also-suggests that the struggle for democra-
¢y is crucial to a nation’s political and eco-
nomic and moral development. President
Roh, you have my highest respect and sup-
port for your goals, and I wish you well in
your nation’s efforts for continued peace
and the growth of democracy and prospeti-
ty in your great Republic.

President Roh. Mr. President and ladies
and gentlemen, first of all I would like to
convey to my American friends a message

of warm friendship from the Korean
people.

Today President Bush and I had very'

constructive and meaningful talks in which
we reviewed the current international situ-
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ation and discussed a wide range of issues of
common interest. My meeting with Presi-
dent Bush this time, only 8 months after
the meeting in Seoul last February, demon-
strates how close and important the Korea-
US. relationship has become. At today’s
meeting, President Bush and I reaffirmed
that the traditional friendship and coopera-
tion between our two nations remain firm
and are growing stronger. Both of us shared
the view that a new breeze of reform and
openness currently blowing throughout the
world is promoting reconciliation and har-
mony among nations and, thereby, spread-
ing freedom in the Socialist world. '
We noted the stark reality, however, that
despite this encouraging trend of change,
confrontation and tension have not abated
on the Korean Peninsula. President Bush
and I were of the same opinion that under
such circumstances there should be ro
change in the current level of the Korea-

' US. combined defense capability. I feel re-

assured that President Bush reiterated the: )
US. commitment to Korean security and
that U.S. forces in Korea will remain as long
as the Korean Government and people
want them and as long as those forces con-
tinue to contribute to peace and stability on
the Korean Peninsula—which dre, in turn,
vital to the whole of northeast Asia. We
share the view that both direct dialog be-
tween the authorities of South and North
Korea and the building of mutual confi-
dence through increased exchanges in vari-
ous fields are essential to the resolution of
the Korean question.
I explained to President Bush the Korean
national community reunification formula,
which is based on the principles of self-de-
termination, peace, and democracy. Presi-
dent Bush reassured me of his deep under-
standing and full support for this new initia-
tive. The Republic of Korea will continue
its efforts to persuade North Korea to posi-
tively respond to our rational and realistic
proposals for the peaceful unification of
+Korea in line with the global trend of open-
ness and reconciliation.
- President Bush and I share the view that
an expansion of commerce in the spirit of
free trade is essential to the economic de-
velopment of the world, and we agreed to
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sized to President Bus

manner. I empha-
h that in spite of

many domestic difficulties, the Korean Gov-
ernment, with strong fajth in free and fair
trade, has been moving toward economic

liberalization and marke

governments agree to exert concerted ef-
forts to build a prosperous Asia-Pacific area
by enhancing regional cooperation, We also
reaffirmed our understanding that Asia-Pa-

we agreed to Pparticipate actively in the
ministerial conference to be held in Can-

berra next month.

I commended President Bush for his lead-
ership in addressing problems we are facing

together, such as drugs,
environment; and | expr

terrorism, and the
essed the readiness

of the Korean Government to Participate

Dear :

As the Senate begins consideration of
H.R. 2090, the Conference Report accom-
panying the Departments of Labor, Health
and Human Services, and Education, and
Related Appropriations Bil] for FY 1990, 1
want you to know that | will not sign the
measure should it include language that ex-
pands Federa] funding for abortion beyond
that which has been current law since 198].

My position on the issue of abortion is
clear, I Support a constitutiona) amendment
that would reverse the Supreme Court’s de.

cision in Roe v, Wade.
human life amendment

I also support a
with an exception

for rape, incest, or where the life of the

mother is threatened. I 4
eral funding of abortions
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0 not support Fed-
except where the

actively in international cooperation i
these areas.

Mr. President, the Republic of Korea is
progressing toward 3 democratic society,
promoting general welfare, Economically, it

I once again thank the U.S. Government

and the American Ppeople for the warm hos.
pitality extended to me and my party on
this visit. Thank you very much.

Note: President Byush spoke at 1:23 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House, Pres;.-
dent Roh spoke in Korean, and his remarks

Oval Office and with South Korean and
US. officials in the Cabinet Room. They
then attended q luncheon in the Residence,

mother’s life is threatened.

As H.R. 2990 progressed through the leg-
islative process, my senior advisors indicat-
ed that they would recommend I veto the

District of Columbig Appropriations bill for
FY 1990, I nonetheless asked my senior ad-
visors to take another look at this complex
issue,; particularly the role of public funds,
consistent, though, with my position as
stated above.

This decision is one that I have not
reached easily or lightly. Many citizens and
Members of Congress were consulted as this
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PROFILE

Geography

Area: 98,500 sq. km. (38,000 sq. mi.); about
the size of Indiana. Cities: Capital—Seoul
(over 10 million). Other major cities—Pusan
(3.4 million), Taegu (2.0 million), Inchon (1.2
million). Terrain: Partially forested mountain
ranges, separated by deep, narrow valleys;
cultivated plains along the coasts, particularly
in the west and south. Climate: Temperate.

People

Nationality: Noun and adjective—Korean(s).
Population (1986): 43.3 million. Annual
growth rate: 1.5%. Ethnic groups: Korean;
small Chinese minority. Religions: Buddhism,
Christianity, Shamanism, Confucianism.
Language: Korean. Education: Years
compulsory—6. Number of students—
11,121,000. Attendance (1984)—of those
eligible, 98.8% attended middle school, 89.7%
attended high school. Literacy—over 90%.
Health (1983): 1 doctor/1,509 persons. Infant
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mortality rate (1983)—29/1,000. Life
expectancy—men 64 yrs., women 71 yrs.
Work force (15.4 million, 1985):
Agriculture—24.9%. Industry—30.5%.
Services—44.6%.

Government

Type: Republic with power centralized in a
strong executive. Independence: August 15,
1948. Constitution: July 17, 1948; revised
1962, 1972, 1980.

Branches: Executive—president (chief of
state). Legislative—unicameral National
Assembly. Judicial—Supreme Court and
appellate courts, Constitutional Court.

Subdivisions: Nine provinces, four
administratively separate cities (Seoul, Pusan,
Inchon, Taegu).

Political parties: Government party—
Democratic Justice Party (DJP). Opposition
parties—New Korea Democratic Party
(NKDP), Korean National Party (KNP). Suf-
frage: Universal over 20.

Central government budget (1985):
Expenditures—$17.4 billion.

Defense (1986 est.): $47 billion, approx.
5.1% of GNP and 31.2% of government
budget. About 600,000 active in armed forces.

Flag: Centered on a white field is the
ancient Chinese symbol of yin and yang, a
divided circle of interpenetrating blue (top)
and red (bottom), representing the union of
opposites. At each corner of the white field is
a different trigram of black bars, symbols of
the elements from the ancient pan-East Asian
I Ching or “Book of Changes.” Together, the
yin-yang and the four trigrams represent
eternal unity.

Economy

GNP (1986 est.): $91.750 billion. Annual
growth rate (1961-81): 8%. Per capita GNP
(1985): $2,032. Consumer price index (1985
avg. increase): 3.2%.

Natural resources: Limited coal,
tungsten, iron ore, limestone, kaolinite, and
graphite.
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Agriculture (including forestry and
fisheries, 16.4% of 1985 GNP): Products—
rice, barley, vegetables. Arable land—22% of
land area.

Mining and manufacturing (42.0% of
1985 GNP): Textiles, footwear, electronics,
shipbuilding, motor vehicles, petrochemicals,
industrial machinery.

Social overhead capital and other serv-
ices: 41.6% of 1985 GNP.

Trade (1986): Exports—$33.9 billion:
manufactures; textiles; ships; electrical
products; footwear; steel. Major markets—
US, Japan, European Community, Middle
East. Imports—$31.5 billion: crude oil; food;
machinery and transportation equipment;
chemicals and chemical products; base metals
and articles. Major suppliers—Middle East,
Japan, US.

Official exchange rate (March 1987): 852
won=US$1.

Fiscal year: Calendar year.

Membership in International
Organizations

Official observer status at UN; active in many
UN specialized agencies (FAO, GATT, IAEA,
IBRD, ICAO, IDA, IFAD, IFC, IMF, IMO,
ITU, UNCTAD, UNDP, UNESCO, UNICEF,
UNIDO, UPU, WHO, WIPO, WMO, WTO)
and other international organizations (Asian-
African Legal Consultative Committee,
ASPAC, Asian People’s Anti-Communist
League, World Anti-Communist League,
Colombo Plan, Economic and Social Commis-
sion for Asia and the Pacific, Geneva Conven-
tions of 1949 for the Protection of War Vic-
tims, Asian Development Bank, INTELSAT,
International Whaling Commission, Inter-
parliamentary Union, INTERPOL); official
observer status in African Development Bank
(member of Africa Development Fund), Inter-
national Labor Organization, and Organiza-
tion of American States.
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GEOGRAPHY

The Republic of Korea (South Korea)
occupies the southern portion of a moun-
tainous peninsula, about 966 kilometers
(600 mi.) long and 217 kilometers (135
mi.) wide, projecting southeast from
China and separating the Sea of Japan
from the Yellow Sea. Japan lies about
193 kilometers (120 mi.) east of Pusan
across the Sea of Japan (called the East
Sea by Koreans). The most rugged areas
are the mountainous east coast and cen-
tral interior. Good natural harbors are
found only on the western and southern
coasts.

South Korea’s only land boundary is
with North Korea, formed by the

Mmmy_ﬂewat_i@r]di/n&m) mark-
“ing the line of separation between the

belligerent sides at the close of the
Korean war. The Demilitarized Zone
D tends for 2,000 meters (1.2 mi.)
on either side of the MDL. The North
and South Korean Governments hold
that the MDL is not a permanent border
but a temporary administrative line.
Seoul, the capital, is less than 48
kilometers (30 mi.) from the DMZ, near
the west coast. Seoul’s climate is hot and
rainy in summer; winters are cold, dry,
and windy, with generally light snowfall,
and mean January temperature is -5 °C
(23 °F). Fall is traditionally the Koreans’
favorite season, with warm days, cool
nights, and clear skies; such weather
often lasts into mid-December.

PEOPLE

Korea was first populated by a Tungusic
branch of the Ural-Altaic family, which
migrated to the peninsula from the
northwestern regions of Asia. Some of
these people also settled parts of north-
east China (Manchuria), and Koreans
and Manchurians still show physical
similarities—in their height, for example.
Koreans are racially and linguistically
homogeneous, with no indigenous
minorities.

South Korea’s major population
centers are mostly in the northwest area
of Seoul-Inchon and in the southern fer-
tile plains. The mountainous central and
eastern areas are sparsely inhabited.
Between 1925 and 1940, the Japanese
colonial administration in Korea concen-
trated its industrial development efforts
in the comparatively underpopulated and
resource-rich north, resulting in con-
siderable migration of people to the
north from the southern agrarian prov-
inces. This trend was reversed after
World War II, when more than 2 million
Koreans moved from the north to the

south following the division of the penin-
sula into U.S. and Soviet military zones
of administration. This southward migra-
tion continued after the Republic of
Korea was established in 1948 and dur-
ing the Korean war (1950-53). About
10% of the people in the Republic of
Korea are of northern origin. With over
40 million people, South Korea has one
of the world’s highest population
densities—much higher, for example,
than India or Japan—while the ter-
ritorially larger North has about 20
million people. Expatriate Koreans live

mostly in China (1.2 million) g
(600,000), the United States (500,000),
and the Soviet Union. )

Language

Korean is a Uralic language, remotely
related to Japanese, Hungarian, Finnish,
and Mongolian. Although dialects exist,
the Korean spoken throughout the
peninsula is mutually comprehensible.
Chinese characters were used to write
Korean before the Korean Hangul
alphabet was invented in the 15th cen-
tury. These characters are still in limited
use in South Korea, but the North uses
Hangul exclusively. Many older people
retain some knowledge of Japanese from
the colonial period (1910-45), and most
educated Koreans can read English,
which is taught in all secondary schools.

Religion

Korea’s traditional religions are
Shamanism and Buddhism. Although
Buddhism has lost some influence since
the Koryo dynasty (A.D. 935-1392), it
still commands the greatest number of
adherents of any faith—about 18.9% of
the population. Shamanism, the tradi-
tional spirit worship, is still practiced in
some rural areas. Confucianism remains
the dominant cultural influence; however,
its religious adherents are few and
mostly elderly. Christian missionaries
arrived in Korea in the 19th century and
founded schools, hospitals, and other
modern institutions throughout the
country. Today, nearly 7 million Koreans,
or 16% of the population, are Christian
(about 75% Protestant)—the largest
figure for any East Asian country except
the Philippines.

HISTORY

According to legend, the god-king
Tangun founded the Korean nation in
2333 B.C., after which his descendants
reigned over a peaceful kingdom for
more than a millennium. By the first
century A.D., the Korean Peninsula,
known as Chosun (‘‘morning calm”’), was

divided into the kingdoms of Silla,
Koguryo, and Paekche. In A.D. 668, the
peninsula was unified under the Silla
kingdom, rulership of which was taken
over in 918 by the Koryo dynasty (from
which is taken the name “Korea’). The
Yi dynasty, which supplanted Koryo in
1392, lasted until the Japanese annexed
Korea in 1910.

Throughout most of its history,
Korea has been invaded, influenced, and
fought over by its larger neighbors.
Major Japanese invasions occurred in
1592 and 1597, and the Chinese attacked
in 1627. To protect themselves from
such foreign buffeting, the Yi kings
finally adopted a closed-door policy,
which earned Korea the title of ‘‘Hermit
Kingdom.” Though the Yis showed
nominal fealty to the Chinese throne,
Korea was in fact independent until the
late 19th century, when Japanese
influence became predominant.

In the late 19th and early 20th cen-
turies, Japanese, Chinese, and Russian
competition in Northeast Asia led to
armed conflict. Having defeated its two
competitors, Japan established
dominance in Korea, annexing it in 1910.
The Japanese colonial era was
characterized by almost total control
from Tokyo and by ruthless efforts to
replace the Korean language and culture
with those of the colonial power.

As World War II ended, the United
States and the Soviet Union agreed at
Yalta that Japanese forces in Korea
would surrender to the United States
south of the 38th parallel and to the
Soviet Union north of that line. This
division of Korea was intended as a tem-
porary administrative measure only.
However, in 1946-47, the Soviet
administration in the North refused to
allow free consultations with represent-
atives of all groups of the Korean people
for the purpose of establishing a national
government, and the United States and
the Soviet Union subsequently were
unable to reach agreement on a unifica-
tion formula.

Korean War

In the face of communist refusal to com-

ply with theﬂN&n&%@y
resolution of November 1947, ¢alling for
UN-supervised elections throughout
Korea, elections were carried out under
UN observation in the U.S. zone of
occupation, and on August 15, 1948, the
Republic of Korea (ROK) was established
there. The Republic’s first president was
a prominent Korean nationalist,
Syngman Rhee. In September 1948, the



Soviet Union established the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) in
the North under Kim Il Sung, a former
Soviet-Army major, who claime

December 12, 1948, the UN General
Assembly declared the ROK the only
ul government in Korea.
i ithdrew its
military forces from Korea in 1949. On
June 25, 1950, North Korean forces
invaded the Republic of Korea. The
United Nations, in response and in
accordance with the terms of its
Charter, engaged in its first collective
action through the establishment of the
UN Command (UNC), to which 16
member nations

assistance. At the request of the UN
Secretary General, this international
effort was led by the United States,
which contributed the largest con-
tingent. UN forces initially succeeded in
advancing almost to the Yalu River,
which divides the Korean Peninsula from
China, but large numbers of “‘people’s
volunteers’” from the army of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China joined the North
Korean forces. In December 1950, a
major Chinese attack forced UN troops
to withdraw southward. The battle line
fluctuated up and down the peninsula
until the late spring of 1951, when it
finally stabilized north of Seoul near the
38th parallel.

Armistice negotiations began in July
1951, but hostilities continued until July
27, 1953, when, at the village of Pan-
munjom, the military commanders of the
DPRK forces, the Chinese people’s
volunteers, and the UNC signed an
armistice agreement. Neither the United
States nor the ROK is a signatory of the
armistice per se, though both adhere to
it through the UNC. No comprehensive
peace agreement has been signed in
Korea, and the 1953 armistice agree-
ment remains in force. A Military
Armistice Commission, composed of 10
members, 5 appointed by each side, is
empowered to supervise implementation
of the terms of the armistice.

The armistice called for an interna-
tional conference to find a political solu-
tion to the problem of Korea’s division.
This conference met at Geneva in April
1954, but, after 7 weeks of futile debate,
ended inconclusively.

Postwar Developments

Syngman Rhee served as president of
the Republic of Korea until April 1960,
when university students and others,
demonstrating in protest against ir-
regularities in the presidential election

Gthority over the entire peninsula. On \)

of that year, forced him to step down. A
caretaker government was established,
the constitution was amended and, in
June, national elections were held. The
opposition Democratic Party easily
defeated Rhee’s Liberals, and, in
August, the new National Assembly
named Chang Myon prime minister.
Chang’s democratic but administratively
ineffectual government—the Second
Republic—lasted until May 1961, when it
was overthrown in an army coup led by
Maj. Gen. Park Chung Hee.

After 2 years of military government
under Gen. Park, civilian rule was
restored with the advent of the Third
Republic in 1963. Park, who had retired.
from the army, was elected president
(and was reelected in 1967,-1971) and
1978)- In 1972, a popular referendum
approved the Yushin (revitalizing) con-
stitution, which greatly strengthened the
executive branch’s powers. Key provi-
sions included indirect election of the
president, presidential appointment of
one-third of the National Assembly, and
presidential authority to issue decrees to
restrict civil liberties in times of national
emergency. Park subsequently issued
several such decrees; the best-known of
these, EM-9, banned discussion of false
rumors, criticism of the constitution or
advocacy of its reform, and political
demonstrations by students.

The Park era, marked by rapid
industrialization and extraordinary
economic growth and modernization,
ended with his assassination in October
1979. Prime Minister Choi Kyu Ha
assumed office briefly (the Fourth
Republic), promising a new constitution
and presidential elections. In December
1979, Maj. Gen. Chun Doo Hwan and his
close colleagues removed the army chief
of staff and soon controlled the govern-
ment. By September, President Choi had
been forced to resign, and General Chun,
by then retired from the army, was
named president.

During this process and in opposition
to it, demonstrations by campus activists
and others increased through the spring
of 1980. In mid-May, the government
declared martial law, banned all demon-
strations, and arrested many political
leaders and dissidents. In Kwangju City,
Special Forces units reacted harshly to
demonstrators who ignored the ban, set-
ting off a confrontation which left an
official estimate of 170 dead. Unofficial
sources claim a higher figure. This inci-
dent left a wound that has proven slow
to heal.

In October, a referendum approved a
new constitution, beginning the Fifth
Republic. This document retained key
features of earlier ones, including a

strong executive and indirect election of
the president but limited the chief exec-
utive to one 7-year term. Elections were
held in early 1981 for a National
Assembly and an electoral college; the
latter elected President Chun to a 7-year
term beginning in March of that year.

Although martial law ended in
January 1981, the government, under
laws enacted during the martial law
period, retains broad legal powers to
control dissent. An active and articulate
minority of students, intellectuals,
clergy, and others have remained critical
of the Chun government and from time
to time have organized demonstrations
against it. Some of these demonstra-
tions, such as those in Inchon in May
1986 and at Konkuk University in the
fall of 1986, have been marked by con-
siderable violence.

President Chun, who is barred from
succeeding himself, has pledged to step
down when his term ends in 1988. In
April 1986, the President responded to a
signature campaign by the opposition
New Korea Democratic Party (NKDP),
calling for direct election of the next
president by proposing that the assembly
try to reach agreement on a constitu-
tional amendment. The government
party, the Democratic Justice Party,
supported a parliamentary system with a
weakened president and a greatly
strengthened prime minister, both
elected by the assembly. The NKDP car-
ried forward its earlier call for a directly
elected president. Neither side has
shown a willingness to compromise, and
the outcome of the process to create
what is hoped will be a more open
political system with broad support from
the Korean people was uncertain as of
early 1987.

Principal Government Officials

President—Chun Doo Hwan

Prime Minister—Lho Shin Yong

Deputy Prime Minister; Chairman,
Economic Planning Board—
Kim Mahn Je

Minister of Foreign Affairs—Choi
Kwang-soo

Minister of National Defense—Lee Ki
Baek

Ambassador to the United States—Kim
Kyong Won

Ambassador to the United Nations—
Park Kun

Speaker of the National Assembly—Lee
Chai Hyung

Korea maintains an embassy in the
United States at 2320 Massachusetts
Avenue NW., Washington, D.C. 20008
(tel. 202-939-5600).




ECONOMY

Over the past 25 years, the Republic of
Korea's economic growth has been spec-
tacular. The nation has advanced in a
single generation from one of the

world’s M
threshold of full industrialization, despite

the need to maintain one of the world’s
largest military establishments. Lacking
natural resources, Korea's greatest asset
is its industrious, literate people.

The division of the Korean Peninsula
in 1945 created two distorted economic

units.-North Korea inherited most of the
, /-@wd
most of the existing heavy industria

base built by the Japanese. South Korea

was left with a large, unskilled labor pool
and most of the peninsula’s limited
agricultural resources. Although both
the North and South suffered from the
widespread destruction caused by the
Korean war, an influx of refugees added
to the South’s economic woes. For these
reasons, South Korea began the postwar
period with a per capita gross national
product (GNP) far below that of the
North.

South Korea’s meager mineral
resources include tungsten, anthracite
coal, iron ore, limestone, kaolinite, and
graphite. There is no oil, and energy is a
concern for ROK’s economic planners.
The country’s ambitious program to
build nuclear power plants is well under-
way; this year their sixth plant went into
operation, and five more are under con-
struction or on order.

The ROK was self-sufficient in rice
production in 1977, but rising demand
and several disappointing harvests have
since made it a net importer. In 1985,
Korea purchased about $1 billion in U.S.
agricultural products. Korea is the
United States’ seventh largest source of
imports and its eighth largest market for
exports. The resulting trade imbalance
was about $5 billion in 1985. Korea’'s
economy is rapidly approaching full
maturity—a marked change from the
1960s and 1970s, when it was a major
recipient of U.S. foreign assistance (U.S.
direct-aid programs in Korea ended in
1980).

The nation’s successful industrial
growth program began in the early
1960s, when the Park government
instituted sweeping economic reforms
emphasizing exports and labor-intensive
light industries. The government also
carried out a currency reform,
strengthened financial institutions, and
introduced flexible economic planning.

From 1963 to 1978, real GNP rose at
an annual rate of nearly 10%, with
average real growth of more than 11%
for the years 1973-78. While Korea’s
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national production was rising
throughout the 1960s and 1970s, the
annual population growth rate declined
to the current 1.5%, resulting in a

20-fold increase in per capita GNP i
?@%%'mwﬁ"
which reach for the first time in
1963, now exceeds $2,000, far above
that of North Korea.

Internal economic distortions, the
political and social unrest that followed
the 1979 assassination of President
Park, and the effect of world economic
developments, such as the drastic
increase in world oil prices in 1979, trig-
gered a severe recession in Korea in
1980. The economy recovered somewhat
in the following 2 years, but it was not
until the spring of 1983 and the
strengthening of economic recovery in
the United States that Korean economic
performance began to take on the
buoyancy of earlier days. Korea’s
economic planners have shifted their
emphasis from high to stable growth.
After registering 5% real GNP growth

in 1985, low by Korean standards, the
Korean economy rebounded impres-
sively. Nineteen eighty-six is widely
viewed as the Korean economy’s most
successful year ever, as booming exports
led once again to double-digit growth of
12%. Korea achieved surpluses in both
its current account balance and the trade
balance in 1986. Long-term growth pros-
pects remain extremely bright, and
Korea continues to successfully manage
its large external debt (about $45 billion,
including short-term).

The continuing military threat from
the North and the lack of foreign
economic assistance require Korea to
devote a third of its national budget to
defense. In light of this, Korea must con-
tinue large defense expenditures while
maintaining economic growth.

FOREIGN RELATIONS

South Korea is committed to peaceful
settlement of international differences, a
commitment best illustrated by its
restrained response to a number of
armed provocations over the past 15



years. These include the 1968 Blue
House raid, the shooting down in
September 1983 of a Korean Air Lines
airliner by Soviet fighters, and the
October 1983 terrorist bombing in
Rangoon, Burma, which killed six of the
ROK’s most valued leaders.

South Korea has cast its lot with the
West and the noncommunist world. It is
active in international affairs and seeks
to enhance its already impressive stature
in the world community. Although not a
member of the United Nations, South

Travel Notes

Climate and clothing: Korea’s temperate,
four-season climate is like that of the eastern
US. Dress is more conservative than in the US.

Customs: All travelers entering the ROK
must have a visa, which may be obtained from
a Korean Consulate. Tourist visas are good
for 60 days. No immunizations are required of
travelers from the US.

Health: Health services are fair to good in
most major cities. Many Korean physicians
have been trained in Western medicine, and
hospital services are adequate. Outside of the,

major hotels, water generally is not potablef(%
Transportation: International airports serv: //

Seoul (Kimpo), Pusan (Kimhae), and Cheju

service is available, as is an excellent networ!
of local bus, taxi, and (in Seoul) subway
services.

Island. Extensive intercity air, rail, and bus l%

Telecommunications: Seoul is 14 time zones
ahead of eastern standard time (13 hrs. dur-
ing daylight-saving time). International
direct-dial service is available to Korea's
major cities. Internal telephone and telegraph
services are available.

Tourist attractions: The Yi dynasty palaces
in Seoul—Kyongbok, Changdok, and Toksu—
are recommended, as are the National
Museum of Korea and the Korean Folk
Museum. The folk village at Suwon, located
less than an hour’s drive from Seoul, is a fine
example of a “living museum.” Sorok Moun-
tain and Cheju Island are popular scenic
attractions, while Pusan and Masan are
examples of a modern Korean port and
industrial site. The southeastern city of
Kyongju has many fine antiquities. English is
widely spoken at major tourist sites and
facilities in the principal cities; in other areas,
English speakers may be less readily found.

National holidays: Businesses and the US
Embassy may be closed on the following
holidays—National Day (Independence Day),
August 15; New Year, January 1-3; Founda-
tion Day (commemorating the founding of the
nation by the god-king Tangun), October 3;
Hangul Day (commemorating the creation of
the Korean alphabet in 1446), October 9;
Chusok (harvest moon festival), date varies,
usually in August or September.

Korea keeps an observer mission,
headed by an ambassador, at the UN
General Assembly and is active in many
of the UN’s specialized agencies.
Following the ratification in 1965 of
a treaty normalizing relations between
Japan and Korea, the two nations have
developed an extensive relationship
centering on mutually beneficial
economic activity. Although both coun-
tries’ historic antipathy has at times
impeded cooperation, relations at the

government level have improved steadily

and significantly in the past several
years.

Korea’s economic growth, energy
requirements, and need for basic raw
materials and for markets have given
economic considerations high priority in
the country’s foreign policy. In light of
these concerns, Korean diplomacy in
recent years has concentrated on
broadening its international base of sup-
port with Third World nations, the
Association of South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN), and the Middle East.

A recurrent theme in all phases of
Korea’s foreign relations is its perennial
competition with the DPRK for world
stature and recognition. In this effort,
the ROK has been highly successful:
while most of the world’s nations

more maintain glp;omatic relations with
the an the (122 versus
03, with 67 countries having relations
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with both). The South’s network of inter-
national trading relationships is far
broader than the North’s, and South
Korea has been selected to host a series
of prestigious international events,
including the 1985 International
Monetary Fund and World Bank annual
conference, the 1986 Asian Games, and
the 1988 Summer Olympics (to be held in
Seoul).

Negotiating Efforts With North Korea

Throughout the postwar period, both
Korean governments have repeatedly
affirmed their desire for reunification of
the Korean Peninsula, but until 1971 no
direct communications or any other con-
tacts took place between the two govern-
ments or their citizens except through
the Military Armistice Commission.

In August 1971, the DPRK and the
ROK agreed to hold talks through their
respective Red Cross societies with the
stated aim of reuniting the many Korean
families separated during the Korean
war. Following a secret meeting on July
4, 1972, North and South Korea
announced an agreement to work toward
national reunification through peaceful

means and to end the atmosphere of
hostility that had formerly prevailed.
Although official visits were exchanged
and regular communication was
established through a North-South Coor-
dinating Committee and the Red Cross,
no substantive progress was made. The
contacts quickly broke down and were
finally terminated by the North. This
breakdown reflected basic differences in
approach, with Pyongyang insisting that
immediate steps toward reunification be
taken before discussion of specific issues
and Seoul maintaining that, given the
two sides’ history of violence, any
realistic approach to reunification must
be a gradual, step-by-step process.

President Chun has repeatedly sug-
gested a summit meeting with President
Kim of North Korea to discuss any and
all proposals, an agreement to normalize
inter-Korean relations pending reunifica-
tion, and other specific measures to
reduce tensions and promote
humanitarian and cultural exchanges. In
January 1982, President Chun, for the
first time, addressed the central political
issue, proposing that the North and
South organize a conference to draft a
constitution for a unified democratic
republic of Korea. The ROK intends to
present its draft constitution and urges
the North to do so. The ROK maintains
that a dialogue should be based on de
facto recognition of each other’s existing
political, social, and economic systems.
Seoul supports the recognition of both
Koreas by the major powers in the
region (the United States, U.S.S.R.,
China, and Japan), and the admission of
both Koreas to the United Nations pend-
ing peaceful reunification. North Korea
rejects these ideas on the grounds that
they would perpetuate the peninsula’s
division.

Tension between North and South
Korea increased dramatically in the
aftermath of the October 9, 1983, North
Korean assassination attempt on Presi-
dent Chun in Burma. North-South sports
talks the following spring became
acrimonious after the Rangoon bombing.
South Korea’s suspicions of the North’s
motives were not diminished by Pyong-
yang’s proposal for “tripartite” talks on
the future of the Korean Peninsula. This
initiative, made public on January 10,
1984, called for talks with the United
States, in which ‘“South Korean
authorities”” would be permitted to par-
ticipate. The tripartitie talks would
replace the armistice agreement with a
peace treaty, which would provide for
withdrawal of all U.S. troops and issue a

declaration of nonaggression between
North and South.
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North Korea’s offer to provide relief
goods to victims of severe flooding in
South Korea in September 1984—and
South Korean acceptance—signaled the
beginning of renewed dialogue between
the two parties. Both sides began discus-
sions on a variety of fronts—Red Cross
talks that address the plight of family
members separated by the division of
Korea, economic/trade talks, and
parliamentary talks. However, citing the
U.S.-ROK Team Spirit joint military
exercise, the North suspended these
talks in January 1986. In addition, both
sides have met under International
Olympic Committee auspices to discuss
cooperative ways of approaching the
1988 Summer Olympics to be held in
Seoul.

U.S.-KOREAN RELATIONS

The United States remains committed,
as it has for the past 30 years, to main-
taining peace on the Korean Peninsula—
a commitment vital to the peace and
stability of the entire Northeast Asian
region. The United States agreed in the
1954 Mutual Security Treaty to help the
Republic of Korea defend itself from
external aggression. In support of that
commitment, the United States main-
tains about 39,000 troops in Korea,
including thmry'mﬁﬁ&
and several Air Force tactical squadrons.
To coordinate operations between these
units and the 600,000-strong Korean
Armed Forces, a Combined Forces Com-
mand (CFC) has been established,
headed by a U.S. four-star general who
serves concurrently as Commander in
Chief of the UN Command (CINCUNC).
These U.S. forces effectively supplement

the Korean people’s ongoing and suc-
cessful effort to deter aggression.

On Korean reunification, the United
States believes that direct, government-
to-government talks between the
authorities of South and North Korea
are necessary and that steps to promote
greater understanding and reduce ten-
sion are needed to pave the way for
reunifying the nation. Because the
United States believes that the fun-
damental decisions on the future of the
Korean Peninsula must be taken by the
Korean people themselves, it has refused
to be drawn into separate negotiations
with North Korea, as Pyongyang has
suggested. The United States stands
prepared to participate in any discus-
sions between the representatives of
North and South Korea, if so desired by
both Korean governments and provided
that both are full and equal participants
in such talks.

Perhaps the most rapidly developing
area in Korean-U.S. relations is that of
economics and trade. Korea has become
the Uni ; -
mercial partner. The United States seek
to impﬁ)%mﬁa/e imbalance through
greater access to Korea’s expanding
market and improved investment oppor-
tunities for U.S. business. Korea has
embarked on an investment liberaliza-
tion policy designed to open 90% of all
industries to foreign investment by 1988.
Korean leaders seem determined to
manage successfully the complex
economic relationship, and there appears
to be widespread recognition in Korea of
the benefits to be gained from greater
U.S. private sector involvement in the
country’s development process.

Since the 1950s, the U.S.-Korean
relationship has developed into one of
the most important in Asia. The celebra-
tion in May 1982 of the centennial of

Korean-American diplomatic relations
and President Reagan’s subsequent visit
to Korea in the fall of 1983 underscore
the special quality of U.S.-Korean rela-
tions and the determination of both
governments to further develop that
relationship.

Principal U.S. Officials

Ambassador—James R. Lilley

Commander in Chief, UNC—
Gen. William J. Livsey

Deputy Chief of Mission—Thomas S.
Brooks

Counselor for Political Affairs—Thomas
P.H. Dunlop

Counselor for Economic Affairs—Donald
F. McConville

Counselor for Administrative Affairs—
Robert G. Deason

Counselor for Public Affairs—John M.
Reid

Consul General—Andrew F. Antippas

Counselor for Commercial Affairs—
George Mu

Chief, Joint U.S. Military Advisory
Group, Korea—Mg. Todd P. Graham

The U.S. Embassy is located at 82
Sejong-Ro, Chongro-ku, Seoul (tel.
732-2601; telex AMEMB 23108). &
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EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA
‘ WASHINGTON, D. C.

June 20, 1691

ReggievTrugillo"
Office of Research .
The White House

Dedr Mr. Trugillo:
As You requested, here are some words of greeting in Korean.
 The greeting "Ban-gap-sumneeda® (phonetically spelled) means
"glad to see you" and would be appropriate for the arrival

ceremony. The greeting *HBwa—-yong-hameeda”™ means "walcome® and can

be uged 2t the official state dinner, in a toast for example. and
at the arrival ceremonv as well. C

, Please do not hesitate to contact our office if vyou have
guestions about pronunciation or need additional assistance.

Sincerely,

‘.4§££S;'O ;;f;//&E;;;;

Cultural Attache
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Republicans are the ones who want to keep the economy strong, and
we've fought every step of the way against those who want to
bring America to a grinding halt. We're fighting against
mandated benefits that would burden small businesses, mindless
red tape, more tax-and-spend programs. We're the ones who
support a balanced budget amendment and the line-item veto --
because with a more sane budget process, we know we can build a

better America.

Republicans are the ones who sent the Violent Crime Control Act
to Congress last year, with tougher penalties and enforcement
measures. This Administration is leading the charge to take back

the streets, and we will win.

We're the Party that brought you the Educational Excellence Act
and the Education Summit to develop National Goals for our
schools for the first time in American history -- so that
American students can be the best in the world.

And take a look at our record on the environment. We sent to
Congress the first major overhaul of the Clean Air Act in over a
decade -- because we must protect our planet for our children and
their children. But this Administration also believes in
market-oriented policies, policies that protect our planet and
keep hard-working Americans on the job.

Tonight, I've only mentioned a few of the greatest hits from the
Republican Record. But, as everyone here knows, achieving more
depends on winning more elections for Congress. We can beat our
Democratic opponents on the issues -- when the fight is a fair
one. But we lose -- and the American people lose -- when the
fight is rigged because of Democratic gerrymandering.

This year's election also presents an opportunity for us to
regain a majority in the Senate. We can end the Democratic

stranglehold on the U.S. Congress.

our goal is to build a better America for our children, and for
those who will come after them in the next century. Our goals
are ambitious, but we have the best candidates and the best
supporters in the country to get us there -- and many of them are
right here in this room tonight. A

Republicans all across America are making a difference -- in our
Party, in our country, and in the lives of others. People like
David Kirschner of Hanna Barbera who joined with other industry
leaders to use the unique power of television cartoons to teach
children at an early age to avoid the temptation of drugs; or Lod
Cook, who's led Atlantic Richfield to become one of the most
aggressive companies mobilizing its workforce to engage in
community service. There are so mahy others like them here
tonight -- who make up this Grand 0ld Party. We call them
"points of light." We can and will continue to make a difference
for those in need. That's what building a better America is all

about.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

- Office of the Press Secretary

EMBARGOED FOR RELEASE
UNTIL 9:25 P.M. EDT
TUESDAY, JUNE 12, 1990

TEXT OF REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT THE 1990 PRESIDENT'S DINNER

Convention Center
Washington, DcC

- June 12, 1990

I would like to acknowledge the outstanding men and women of my
Cabinet, and let me mention a man who is not with us tonight -- a
close advisor and a good friend. One of the most dynamic
Chairmen this party has ever seen, Lee Atwater. He's a real pro,
and I can't wait 'til he's back in the saddle again, leading the
Party to more victories in the future.

I just returned from the Midwest on a trip for some great
Republican candidates, where I talked about the successful Summit

we held with President Gorbachev.

Over the past year of remarkable change, we have seen --
literally -- millions of people freed from the bonds of tyranny.
We felt a new breeze of freedom sweep away decades of oppression.
It was the Republican policy of peace through strength coupled
with our unyielding commitment to freedom and democracy that
helped breathe life into the Revolution of '89 and provided us
the opportunity to make so much progress at the Washington Summit
two weeks ago --= a policy so successful in the 1980s because of
the vision and leadership of many people, but none more than
President Ronald Reagan.

President Gorbachev and I worked together during those four
historic days, to further the process of peace by working toward
a safer world and a stable, new Europe -- one in which every
nation's security is strengthened and no nation is threatened.
Important differences still remain -- self~determination for
Lithuania and the question of a unified Germany in NATO, for
example, but the Summit was a success and real progress was made.

But, I've also come to you tonight to set a few things straight.
Apparently, there are people in America whose sense of priorities
is out of whack. I'm talking about the people who believe
there's no difference between the Republican and Democratic
Parties. But there is a big difference. on our side -- the
Republican side -- lies opportunity, empowerment, and free market

"solutions to critical problems. Republicans want power in the

hands of people, not big government.

What's scaring the heck out of our opponents' is the simple fact
that this fall, they're up against the Republican record. The
longest peacetime economic expansion in history. The lowest
unemployment rate in 16 years, and almost 22 million jobs

created.

- more -
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N. Korea returns remains of 11 U.S. soldiers

By Paul Shin

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PANMUNJOM, Korea — North
Koreans yesterday returned 11
wooden coffins bearing remains of
US. soldiers killed in the Korean
War and said they will help search
for 9,000 allied troops listed as miss-
ing in action.

The transfer came on the eve of
the 41st anniversary of the outbreak
of the Korean War. It followed two
days of negotiations in which offi-
cials agreed to establish a joint com-
mittee for further transfers.

“lappreciate the humanitarian ef-
fort put forth to locate, recover and
return these men,” said Sen. Bob
Smith, New Hampshire Republican,
in this border village 30 miles north
of Seoul.

Mr. Smith planned to accompany
the remains to Honolulu, where a
military laboratory will try to iden-
tify them. Seven sets of remains re-
turned last year have not been iden-
tified.

Li Sung Ho, a North Korean law-
maker, said his government was
“acting from a humanitarian point
of view, and we hope that our sincere
efforts and cooperation will bring
good results in improving relations

_between the two nations.”

[In Washington, White House
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said,
“The United States government ap-
preciates the return of war r i

Buddha's image.

Three boxes contained dog tags
bearing the names John R. Bowers,
Peter Kubic and David Woodruff. It
was not known if the remains of the
three men were among those re-
turned yesterday.

No hometowns were immediately
available.

About 100 US. military officers
and veterans silently watched the
S50-minute transfer. The ceremony
ended with a moment of prayer led
by a U.S. chaplain.

“I am grateful,” Mr. Smith said
after the ceremony. “The American
people are grateful, the veterans
who fought alongside these men are
grateful and the family members
who have faced uncertainty for
nearly 40 years are especially grate-
ful”

Dr. Norman E. Jones, a member
of the Korean War Veterans Associ-
ation, called the transfer “a positive
step that will expedite the transfer
of additional remains of those from
all countries who fought in the Ko-
rean conflict.”

Mr. Smith said he and North Ko-
rean officials agreed in principle
earlier yesterday to form a commit-
tee to search for other missing per-
sonnel. Details of the committee will
be worked out later, he said.

More than 9,000 military person-
nel who fought under the U.S.-led
United Nations Command are still

They include soldiers from

We hope this step will lead to the
return of additional remains of sol-
diers who fought under the U.N. flag
in the Korean conflict"]

Mr. Smith walked into the north-
ern sector of this village in the de-
militarized zone that separates
North and South Korea and checked
each casket. Small boxes accompa-
nying each set of remains held but-
tons, leather gloves, boots, an infan-
tryman’s insignia and a finger-size

Canada, Australia and England.

Mr. Smith held private talks with
North Korean Vice Foreign Minister
Kang Sok Chu a few hours before the
transfer. Mr. Smith declined to dis-
close details.

Five million Americans served in
the 1950-1953 war, and 33,629 are
listed as killed in action.

The two Koreas have never signed
a peace treaty and are still techni-
cally at war.

A U.S. military chaplain prays yesterday as North Koreans return the remains of 11 American soldiers during ceremony at Panmunjom, Korea.
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ROH TAE W00

A Political Profile

When Roh Tae Woo assumed the Presidency of
the Republic of Korea in 1988, the country was in
the midst of preparations to host what was to be-
come the most successful Olympic Games in history.

The theme for the Games was “The World to
Seoul and Seoul to the World.” Under the Roh
presidency, that dream has indeed come true. The
world did come to Seoul in 1988—athletes and spec-
tators from 160 countries—transcending the many
diplomatic barriers which existed at the time.

Subsequently, lifted by the spirit of the Games and
the vision of Roh Tae Woo's “Northern Policy,” Seoul
has gone to the world. In the last two years alone,
President Roh Tae Woo has led his country into
diplomatic relations with 17 nations, including the
Soviet Union, securing ties that were unimaginable
just a few years ago. Today, the Republic of Korea
stands ready to take its place as a member of the
United Nations.

Seoul's assumption of membership in the U.N. will
mark a milestone in modern Korean history. Yet such
significant events have come to represent the politi-
cal career of Roh Tae Woo:

¢ June 29 Declaration, 1987—As presidential can-
didate of the ruling Democratic Justice Party, Roh
Tae Woo stunned the nation with his call for sweep-
ing democratic reforms. The reforms were signifi-
cant enough in themselves, calling for direct
presidential elections as well as major social
changes. However, it was the idea itself of volun-
tary concessions by a ruling party that sent shock-

waves through the Korean political scene.

* Presidential Elections, December 16, 1987—The
Korean people went to the polls for the first direct
presidential election in 16 years and selected Roh
Tae Woo from among a field of four candidates.

¢ Peaceful Transfer of Power, February 25,
1988—For the first time in the 40-year history of the
Republic of Korea a peaceful transfer of power took
place. No tanks in the streets, no soldiers surround-
ing government buildings—just the passage of
presidential authority from one man to another.

¢ Olympic Games, September, 1988—The Olym-
pic Family marched into the Seoul Olympic Stadi-
um to hear President Roh declare the opening of the
Summer Games and witness what was in many ways
the harbinger of Roh’s “Northern Policy”” and the
melting of the Cold War ice.

e Formal Ties with the USSR, September 30,
1990—The Republic of Korea and the Soviet Union
put behind them decades of animosity and estab-
lished diplomatic relations, marking a significant
milestone in Roh Tae Woo’s Presidency and the
diplomatic history of the Korean people.

As the Republic of Korea prepares to assume
membership in the United Nations, President Roh
Tae Woo continues to pursue the nation’s greater
goal—the eventual reunification of the divided
Korean Peninsula.

This will be no easy task to accomplish. Nor have
any of the other achievements of Roh Tae Woo been
easy. The obstacles have been many and varied. But




as each milestone was reached, one factor has re-
mained constant—the steady and patient leadership
of Roh Tae Woo.

The Path to Leadership

The son of a farmer in a tiny Korean village
traversed from his humble beginnings to a position

President Roh’s daily schedule includes various meet-
ings with government officials, political leaders and
citizens from all walks of life.

of preeminence. He has revolutionized the image of
Korean leaders. He thrust aside the long-standing
tradition of authoritarian rule, proposed revolution-
ary changes in the political and social life of the
country and pressed to see them through. How did
it all happen?

There are many answers to this question. Those
who know him describe Roh Tae Woo as “a man of
reconciliation” and “a born troubleshooter.” Mild
mannered and comfortable with ordinary people, he

is known for his imperturbable calm that seldom
deserts him.

President Roh likes to listen to the views of others.
He is patient and self-contained. He works thorough-
ly and waits for the process to run its course before
making a decision. Once the decision is made, he will
stand firm to see through its implementation.

In 1950, he was a senior at the prestigious Kyong-
buk High School in the city of Taegu. On June 25th
of that year, Communist North Korea invaded the
Republic and, like so many other Koreans, this tragic
event altered the course of his life. Still wearing his
high school uniform, the young man who had
planned a medical career joined the Korean army
as a volunteer student-soldier and saw combat.

In 1951, Roh Tae Woo was selected as a cadet
in the Korean Military Academy. There he was
steeped in patriotism and service to the country, as
well as in military doctrines.

Roh Tae Woo spent 26 years in the military, retir-
ing as a four-star general in 1981. He entered polit-
ics as Minister of State for Political Affairs. It was
from this post that he gained prominence as a polit-
ical leader, as he successfully lead the campaign to
host the 1988 Olympic Games in Seoul.

In 1982, Roh Tae Woo was named Korea'’s first
Minister of Sports, the new agency whose primary
goal was to prepare for the Olympics. Later, he be-
came Minister of Home Affairs. Roh Tae Woo
resigned from Government service to concentrate on
the preparations for the Olympics. As president of
the Seoul Olympic Organizing Committee and of the
Korea Olympic Committee, he travelled extensively
to confer on Olympic issues with leaders around the
world.

The culmination of his efforts came when the lar-
gest Olympic Games in history convened in Seoul in
September 1988. For the first time in 12 years, East
met West in Olympic competition. These events were
highlighted by the participation of all of the Eastern
Bloc nations including the Soviet Union.

The Road to Democratic Reform

In mid-1987, Korea was in the grip of tense politi-
cal turmoil. Having undergone decades of authoritar-
ian rule, the Korean people aspired to regain their
right to elect a President through direct, popular
elections. As presidential elections approached,
street demonstrations became violent, and chaotic
situations developed as political confrontations in-
tensified.







President Roh has remained firm in his commitment to
the ROK-U.S. alliance to maintain peace on the Korean
Peninsula. The President receives a briefing from U.S.
servicemen stationed in the Republic (top). President Roh’s
hands-on style of leadership allows him the opportunity
to keep abreast of daily developments and the progress
of implementation of government policy. Above, he con-
fers with Prime Minister Chung Won-shik as part of their
daily consultation on national issues.

Senior Presidential assistants hold regular exchanges
and briefings with the Chief Executive. President Roh dis-
cusses pending matters with his advisors at an early morn-
ing session at Chong Wa Dae (Presidential office and
residence)







President Roh enjoys meeting with senior citizens
throughout the Republic (top), and talks with Seoul City
workers (above).

President Roh makes frequent trips to the countryside
and especially enjoys the rice planting season when he
can talk with farmers and listen to their views on condi-
tions affecting their daily lives. (right)










After a careful assessment of the situation, Roh
Tae Woo, then Chairman of the ruling Democratic
Justice Party and a presidential candidate, decided
that dramatic reform was inevitable if Korea's per-
sistent and escalating turmoil was to be resolved.
And so, on June 29, 1987, he put his political career
on the line and issued an eight-point proposal for
democratic reform providing for popular presiden-
tial elections, amnesty for political prisoners, press
freedom and other steps toward liberal democracy.
His reform package was met with an overwhelming
national acclaim, including his political opponents.

After the historic ““June 29 Declaration,” the rul-
ing and the opposition parties drafted a revised con-
stitution which included, among other things,
provisions for direct presidential elections.

In the presidential elections, scheduled for Decem-
ber 16, 1987, Roh found himself up against three of
Korea’s most prominent politicians. In a campaign
which was distinguished by freedom of debate, he
won by a substantial plurality.

Immediately upon his inauguration in February
1988, President Roh set in motion a series of actions
that would take the nation on the road toward full
democratization.

A Great Era of Ordinary People

During his election campaign for the presidency,
Roh Tae Woo made a promise that, if elected, he
would do his best to usher in what he called “a Great
Era of Ordinary People.” By this he meant an era
in which all Koreans would have equal access to the
political process and would be able to enjoy a de-
cent living standard.

Following his inauguration, President Roh began
to press for government policies which would im-
prove the economic and social status of the urban
poor, farmers and fishermen, a group of Koreans too
often left out as economic development made steady
gains over the past 30 years. Such goals were trans-
lated into programs in which billions of dollars of
public and private funds were poured into neglect-
ed geographic regions of the country and underdeve-
loped sectors of the economy.

The Korean mainstream prospered, as well. The
economy has continued strong annual growth and,
more important, average wages have increased dra-
matically over the past few years. Per capita income,
which was just about US$3,100 in 1987, topped the
US$5,500 mark last year. This, in turn, has spurred
a sharp rise in domestic consumption and purchases

of imported goods and services.

Perhaps the most impressive of the changes that
took place was in the political structure itself. On
January 22, 1990, agreement was reached to merge
the ruling Democratic Justice Party led by President
Roh, the Reunification Democratic party headed by
Kim Young-sam, and the New Democratic Republi-
can party of Kim Jong-pil. The new ruling party, hav-
ing embraced the members of the former opposition
camp, was renamed the Democratic Liberal Party
and has effectively stabilized the nation’s once-
raucous legislative politics.

A series of reform measures initiated by President
Roh have resulted in a comprehensive guarantee of
civil rights and a balance of power between the ex-

- -
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President Roh and U.S. President George Bush stroll
through the gardens of the Presidential residence in Febru-
ary 1989 (left). The two leaders have developed a close
personal bond that has brought the two countries closer
together. President Roh and Bush confer on matters of in-
terest at the White House during Roh’s official trip to
Washington, D.C. in 1989.

ecutive and the legislative branches of government.

* Citizens now enjoy unrestricted freedom of
press and speech. And, a countless number of new
newspapers and magazines have appeared across
the nation.

* A strong National Assembly and an independent
Judiciary are in place.

* Labor laws have been revised to promote and
protect the rights of workers.

* Local autonomy, ended in 1961, has been rein-
stated and free and fair elections have been held for
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President Roh addresses a joint session of th




States Congress during his official visit to Washington, D.C. in 1989. The President was greeted warmly by the body.




President Roh speaks before the United Nations General
Assembly in New York (above). The South Korean leader
is pictured with members of the South and North Korean
delegations, including the North Korean Premier on the
occasion of the first South-North Korean Prime Minister’s
meeting in Seoul.
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President Roh Tae Woo
speaks before a group
of students at Moscow
University during the
ROK President’s first-ever
trip to the Soviet Union in
December, 1990. (above)
President Roh and Soviet
President Mikhail Gor-
bachev exchange greet-
ings during their historic
summit on the South
Korean Island of Cheju,
marking the first time
that a Soviet leader
has visited the Korean
Peninsula—South or
North.




offices at all levels of the political system.

* In May 1991, the National Security Law, a sta-
tute aimed at restricting pro-North Korean activities
and one that was often manipulated and abused by
past Korean regimes, was revised to ensure mini-
mum safeguards for the national security.

One result of the new atmosphere of freedom was
heightened labor unrest and the proliferation of pub-
lic demands which, in the case of Korea’s few but
vocal student radicals, sometimes have been accom-
panied by the resort to violence. Roh has met these
forms of turmoil with calm and reasonableness. He
has often said that democracy “is a rather vocifer-
ous enterprise.” Law enforcement and security
agencies have accordingly been streamlined and are
now restricted from excessive intervention in labor
disputes, student demonstrations and other forms of
disturbance.

While recent street demonstrations in Korea
received considerable attention around the world,
these scenes reflect the dissatisfaction of a small
number of political extremists. The fact that they are

allowed to express their radical ideologies is itself
testimony to the level of democracy achieved in
Korea. A small, minority coalition of dissidents re-
cently tried to mobilize the Korean mainstream, but
failed completely. The majority of Korean people to-
day is satisfied that the ROK has become a function-
ing democracy and believes that the politics of street
protest has no place in its rapidly developing socie-
ty. President Roh believes that Korea’s disgraceful
tradition of political violence will soon fade as all
of the nation's political activists—on the left and
right—learn to work within the nation’s newly
emerging democratic system.

Broadening Diplomatic Horizons on the Road
to Reunification

President Roh has travelled extensively around
the world to promote the ROK’s international sta-
ture. The U.S., being Korea’s closest and most de-
pendable ally, has remained central to many of the
President’s foreign policy initiatives and he has







sought, often through personal diplomacy, to main-
tain the warm bonds of ROK-U.S. friendship that
have been developing over the past five decades.
President Roh visited the United States in October
1989 and became one of 67 foreign leaders who have
been invited to address a joint session of the U.S.
Congress. Roh conferred with President George Bush
after addressing the U.N. General Assembly in 1988
and again after his San Francisco summit with
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev in June 1990.
The two also met when President Bush paid a visit
to Seoul in 1989.

President Roh's approach to Korea's foreign re-
lations, especially vis-a-vis North Korea, has a mir-
ror image of his domestic policies; i.e., harmony,
conciliation and cooperation.

The President has accelerated normalization of
relations with the Socialist world. His ‘“Northern
Policy” has led to rapid improvements in Korea'’s re-
lations with the People’s Republic of China, the
Soviet Union and the nations of Eastern Europe. His
policy seeks to remove as quickly as possible the ves-
tiges of the Cold War by promoting reconciliation,
openness and a greater interaction between the
Republic and the Socialist nations. For better rela-
tions with ROK's traditional adversaries would also
help improve the prospects for eventual Korean re-
unification.

On June 4, 1990, President Roh and Soviet Presi-
dent Gorbachev surprised the world by holding a
first-ever ROK-USSR summit meeting in San Fran-
cisco. During the tete-a-tete, the two leaders dis-

cussed a wide range of issues including the normali-

zation of relations, bilateral economic cooperation
and the Korean Peninsula situation. On September
30, 1990, the Foreign Ministers of the Republic of
Korea and the Soviet Union signed a joint commu-
nique establishing full diplomatic ties between the
two countries. The joint communique declared that
relations between the Republic of Korea and the
Soviet Socialist Republics will be based on the prin-
ciples of mutual respect... full equality and mutual
benefit... and will contribute to a peaceful settlement
on the Korean Peninsula. On April 19-20 this year,
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev visited South
Korea for a summit meeting with President Roh. He
was the first Soviet leader to step foot on Korean
soil—South or North.

During the past three years, the Republic of Korea
established diplomatic ties with seven East Europe-
an countries plus Mongolia. And in October 1990,
Korea and China exchanged representative trade

offices to facilitate economic, trade, scientific and
technological cooperation and to issue travel visas.
Trade between Korea and China has increased sub-
stantially in the past year and increased trade and
exchanges between the two neighboring countries
are expected to pave the way for full dl}gfomatic ties
in the near future.

The shift from anti-Communism to President Roh
Tae Woo's flexible Northern Policy represents a sea

During his visit to Europe in 1989, President Roh ad-
dressed the Hungarian National Assembly, illustrating an
early success of his Northern Policy (left), and meets with
Japanese Emperor Akihito during an official visit to Japan.

change in Korea's international outlook.
President Roh’s flexible and conciliatory policy is
most clearly demonstrated in his initiatives toward
North Korea. He believes that South Korea must ac-
tively search for a genuine breakthrough to relax the
confrontational relationship between the two parts




President Roh and First Lady Kim Ock Sook enjoy meeting school children in




Seoul and talking to them about their dreams for the future. Here they tour the gardens of the official residence.






An outdoorsman, the President often contemplates matters of state on long walks
with his wife (left). The ancient art of calligraphy also gives the President a great
deal of enjoyment and time to review important issues at hand.

of Korea. Closely related to this view is a broader
assessment that it is necessary to persuade North
Korea to break out of its self-imposed isolation and
join the world as a responsible member of the inter-
national community.

On July 7, 1988, Roh Tae Woo publicly enunciat-
ed a six-point foreign policy guideline, which later
came to be known as the Northern Policy. This in-
itiative was President Roh'’s foreign policy equiva-
lent of his June 29 Declaration for Democratic
Reforms. In a remarkable shift from previous poli-
cies, President Roh called on his countrymen to
regard North Korea as a potential partner rather
than a rival. He said he would seek to achieve unifi-
cation through exchanges and cooperation rather
than through rivalry and confrontation. He also

declared that Seoul would extend helping hands to
P’yongyang'’s effort to join the mainstream interna-
tional community.

The President reiterated these principles in his ad-
dress before the United Nations General Assembly
in October 1988. He then called for the admission
of two Koreas into the U.N. The two government’s
are currently represented in the U.N. by non-voting
“observer”’ missions. North Korea has long opposed
separate membership and insisted on a plan calling
for the two sides to share a single seat, which was
not only in violation of the U.N. Charter but also ut-
terly unworkable in reality.

On July 20, 1990, President Roh Tae Woo an-
nounced his “open door” policy toward North Korea,
and a “‘major exchange visit” program between the




Roh cherishes his family and the time they share together. The Roh’s have two children, a son and a
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President and Mrs. Roh celebrate Arbor Day in Seoul by planting a tree at Chong

S

Wa Dae (above), and on weekends, President Roh likes to catch up on his reading.

two parts of Korea. There are estimated to be ten
million Koreans who have been separated by the
Korean War, and who have never been permitted to
meet or write letters with each other for the past
40 years. North Korea, however, rejected this hu-
manitarian proposal.

In the meantime, South and North Korea have
agreed to hold high-level official talks and their
Prime Ministers met three times in 1990—twice in
Seoul and once in P’yongyang. President Roh has
called for a summit meeting between himself and
Kim Il-sung, however, the North Korean president
has yet to respond.

Toward a New World Order

President Roh Tae Woo has been diligently work-
ing to relax Cold War tensions in East Asia. By posi-
tively responding to the call for assistance in the
wake of the Gulf War, he has actively contributed
to the international efforts for peace and stability
under the New World Order. North Korea, now the
world’s most hardline and isolated communist re-

gime, is feeling the pressure of international opin-
ion and the winds of change which are sweeping
through what is left of the Socialist world. The North
Korean government recently announced that it
would seek entry into the U.N. in order “not to per-
mit South Korea to represent the entire Korean peo-
ple.” North Korea’s decision to enter the U.N. is
expected to substantially improve the avenues of
communication for North Korea and between South
and North Korean governments.

North Korea, however, remains a formidable mili-
tary threat to South Korea’s security. It continues
to maintain a million-men armed force equipped with
a vast array of modern weapons. It is, in part, for
these reasons that the United States continues to
maintain U.S. forces in Korea under terms of the
Korea-U.S. Mutual Defense Treaty.

The world is changing fast, and President Roh Tae
Woo’s foreign policy initiatives continue to play an
important role in the New World Order. The
prospects for reconciliation continue to improve on
one of the world’s last remaining flashpoints: The
Korean Peninsula.










