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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 20, 1991

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: DAVID DEMAREST

TONY SNOW -5
FROM: BETH HINCHLIFFE J5/7
SUBJECT: DEDICATION OF FISHER HOUSE

On Monday, June 24, at 9 a.m., you will dedicate the Zachary
and Elizabeth Fisher House at Bethesda Naval Hospital. There
will be about 250 people in attendance, including the Fishers and
representatives of the hospital and of the Navy. General Powell,
Secretary Cheney, and Navy Secretary Garrett may attend.

This is the first of seven homes that the Fishers are
donating to military hospitals across the country. The homes
will be used by family members visiting their ill or injured
relatives.

Your remarks (5 minutes, cards) pay tribute to the Fishers
for their gift, and also for the example they set of private
citizens seeing a need and acting to meet it.



(Hinchliffe/Blymire)
June 20, 1991 5 p.m.
FISHER.TS Draft Three
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DEDICATION OF THE FISHER HOUSE
June 24, 1991, 9:00 a.n.
Bethesda Naval Hospital

This is a very special day for Barbara and me -- coming back
to Bethesda to see an exceptional group of people. We're even
happier that we don't have to stay this time. \\ But I want to
make sure you know that, for the wonderful care you gave me, you
have my "heartfelt" thanks. \\ I thought I'd share with you a
letter from a farmers' group that I received during my recovery -
- it said: "This wouldn't have happened if you'd eaten your
broccoli." \\\

There's a lot that goes on here at the National Naval
Medical Center that's inspiring -- like the dedication and
commitment of the doctors and nurses, some who have just returned
from the Gulf, others who are still caring for our brave men and
women of Desert Storm.

Today we're celebrating something else that makes this place
remarkable -- the opening of the Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher.
House. This beautiful building will provide lodging for military
families who have come to visit their seriously ill or injured
loved ones. Because a concerned couple cared, this house will
become a home to families facing the triple blow of critical
illness, financial pressures, and separation.

Listen to how the Fishers dedicate this house -- "to our

greatest national treasure: our military men and women and their

loved ones." Millions were touched by the sacrifice of our



2
troops -- but the Fishers actually acted.

I've spoken a lot about Points of Light -- those who give of
themselves to help others. Elizabeth and Zachary Fisher are
brilliant Points of Light. They saw a need and they moved to
fill it. They didn't wait for Congress. They didn't wait for a
federal study...or a committee hearing. They saw a problem and
they solved it. This kind of dedication and ingenuity has made
ours the strongest and most caring nation in the worild.

This "comfort home" is one of seven furnished family
retreats that the Fishers are donating to military hospitals
across this country. They were inspired by a simple, wonderful
truth -- the most important part of life is being with someone
you love; helping someone you love; sharing life with someone you
love.

You know, it was a little over a year ago that Barbara spoke
at Wellesley College about our philosophy; Let me share it with
you again today. She said: "You will never regret not having
passed one more test, not winning one more verdict, or not
closing one more deal. You will regret time not spent with a
husband, a friend, a child, or a parent."

On behalf of the families who will find peace in this home,
and the ill or injured loved ones who will find comfort in their
presence, I want to thank the Fishers. You represent the best of
what is America. And to our military men and women —-- thank you

for your service to our nation. God bless you all.

# # # #
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FISHER Draft Two
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DEDICATION OF THE FISHER HOUSE

June 24, 1991
_Bethesda Naval Hospital

This is a very special day for Barbara and me -- coming back
to Bethesda to see an exceptional group of people. We're even
happier that we don't have to stay this time. \\ But I want to
make sure you know that, for the wonderful care you gave me, you
have my "heartfelt"® thanks. \\ I thought I'd share with you a
letter from a farmers' group that I received during my recovery -
- it said: "This wouldn't have happened if you'd eaten your
broccoli." \\\

There's a lot that goes on here at the National Naval
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Medical Center that's 1nsp1r1ng ~= like the dedlcatlon and ﬁ
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Today we're celebrating something else that makes this place
remarkable -- the opening of the Zachary and Elizabeth Flsher
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troops -- but the Fishers actually acted.

I've spoken a lot about Points of Light -- 1nd1v1duals who
give of themselves to help others. Elizabeth and Zachary Fisher
are brilliant Points of Light. They saw a need and they moved to
fill it. They didn't wait for Congress. They didn't wait for
state legislatures. They saw a problem and they solved a
problem. This kind of dedication and ingenuity has made ours the
strongest and most caring nation in the world.

This “comfo;t hom;“ is one of e%%;z}furnlshed famlly
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retreats that the Fishers are donatlng to mllltary hospitals
7~ A X

across this country. They were inspired by a simple, wonderful

truth -- the most important part of life is being with someone

you love; helping someone you love; sharing life with someone you
love. ' ‘ 0.&¥\€"j* | | |

You know, 1t was a%moe:kgxaet&y a year ago that Barbara
spoke at Wellesley College about our philosophy. Let me share it
w1th ‘you agaln today. She said: "You will never regret not
' hav1ng passed one more test not winning one more verdict, or not
;c1051ng one more deal. You will regret,,howaver, time not spent
with a husbaﬁd, aafriend, a child, or a pareot."

On behalf of the families who will find peace in this home,
and the ill or injured loved ones who will find comfort in their
presence, I want to thank the Fishers. You represent the best of
what is America. And to our military men and women -- thank you

for your service to our nation. God bless you all.

# # # #



FISHER HOUSE

--Dan Cass or Doug Adair =-- 2800
—--by NIH (301) 496-4000
--TP or Brief Remarks (staff Wed. 6/19)
--Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher House at the National Naval
Medical Center
--who audience? B

--address Bethesda doctors’-—address troops from the Gulf9
—--Publicist -- Gary Zahr -- (212) 489-6900
--Dedication: "to our greatest national treasure -~ our military
men and women and their loved ongs"
--prime motivation: admires men and women of our Armed Forces
--Tony Benedi (scheduling -- 182); Dr. Lee -- xX2672
--patient and families under tremendous long term stress -- add
to it if separated, or don't have the money; (parents quit job to
move near son)
-—-for 7 families; beautlfully done facility -- will be eight

--ZF -- bricklayer -- Intrepeid -- (new builds office complexes
and apartment buildings) -- because enormously impressed by
people he met --
--2 major problems with health-care delivery today -- (military
medicine is paradlgm for how we could solve problems -- done
marvelous job --

1) access -- who has it? (mllltary -- 100%)

2) cost (milit. -- because largely is managed care, cost
controls in place -- L _ . L
) 3) quality ‘ o o '

4) choice
~-[Fisher has further addressed cost in humane way, cost aspect,
addressing quality and cost in wonderfully humane way]
--financial need;
--milit. med -- Enrique Mendez -- Assist. Sec. Def for Health
CAre; put up milit. medicine as model; High on quality; good cost
controls; access;
—--E. and ZF -- represent best of what is America
--military as model of health-care delivery (managed = money up
front, make do with that)
--private-public partnership
--Point of Light
--cost-quality
--new building
--private cit. solving their problems, rather than government
--health care will cost $750b in 1992
--Bruce Lloyd (cardiologist)

e — - .
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THE WHITE HOUSE
MRS. BUSH'S PRESS OFFICE

TEXT OF MRS. BUSH'S RENARKS AT WELLESLEY COLLEGE COMMERNCEMENT

Severance Graen
Wellaslay College
Welleslay, Massachusatts
Friday, Junes 1, 19290

Thank you very much. Thank you Prasident Ksechane, Mrs.
Gorbachev, trusteas, faculty, parents, Julie Porter, Christine
Bicknell and, of course, the Class of 1990. I am thrilled to ba |
with you today, and very excited, as I know you must all be, that
Mrs. Gorbachev could join us. This is an exciting time in
Washingten, D.C. But I am so glad to ba here. I knavw coming to
Wellaslsy would be fun, but I never dreamed it Qauld this much
fun.

More than ten years ago whan I was invited here to talk
about cupr experiences in the People's Republic of China, I was
struck by both the natural besuty of your campus ... and the

spirit of this place.

Waliesley, You sas, is not just a place ..., but an idea ...

an experiment in excelloncs in which diversity is not just

tolersted, but ia embraced.
The essance of this spirit was captured in a moving speech
about tolarance given last year by the student body prasident of

onie of your zigter colleges. Sha related the story by Robert
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Fulghum abeut a young pastor who, finding himself in chargs of
some very snergetic children, hits upon a game called "Giants,
Wizards and Dwarts." YYeu hava toc decids now," the pastor
instructad the children, "which you ars ... a giznt, a wizard or
a dwarf?" At that, a small girl tugging at hiz pants leg, askaed,
“Rut whers do the mernaids atand?®

The pastor told her thars are ﬁg narmaids, and she saye,
"Oh yes thare ars," she said. "I am a marmaid.”

New tnis little girl knaw what she was and she was not about
to give up on eithar her identity or ths game. She intended to
take her placs wherever mermaids f£it into the scheme of thinga.
Where de tha marmaids stand ... All those who are diffarent,
those who do not fit the boxaes and the pigecnheles? "Answer that
gquestion,® wrote Fulghus, "and you can build a schocl, a natioen,
or a whole world.®

As that very wise young woman zaid ... "Diversity ... like
anything worth having ... requires sffort.” Effort to laearn
about and raspect diffsrencs, to ba compassionata with one
anether, to charish our own identity ... and to accept
uncenditicnally the same in others.

You should all pa very proud that this is the Wellesley
spirit., New I know your first cholce today was Alice Walker,
known for The Color Rurpla. And guess how I know?

Instead you got ma - known for ... the coler of my haixr!
Alice Walker's bock has a spacial resonance hera. At Wellesley,

aach class is known by a spacial coler ... for four years the
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Class of '90 has worn the color purple., Today you maet on
Severance Grasn to say geodbya to all of that ... to begin a naw
and very parsonal journay .. to search for your own trua eolors.

In the world that awaits you beyond the shores of Lake
Waban, no ong can say what your trus coclors will be. But thia I
do know: Yeu have a first clasa education from a first class
scheol. And so you need not, prebably cannet, live a "paint-by-.
numbers” life. Decisions ara not irrevecable. Choices do conme
back. As you sat off from Wellasley, I hope that many of you
will consider making thres very spacial choices.

The £irst is to believe in something larger than yourself
A Té gat invelved in some of the big ideas of your time. I
chose litaracy because I henastly believe that if more pacple
could read, writs and comprehend, we would be that much closer to
solving so many of the problems plaguing our society.

Early on I made another choice which I hope you will makae as
well. Whethar you ara talking about education, career or
service, you are talking about lifa ... and life must have joy.
It's supposed to ba funl

one of tha rsasonz I made the most important decizion of ny
life ... to marry George Bush ... is bacausea he mada me laugh.
it's true, scmatimes we've laughed through our tears ... but that
shared laughtaer has been cne cof our strongsst bonds. Find the
joy in life, baecause as Ferris Buellar said on his day off ...

nyife moves pretty fast. Ya don't stop and lock around once in a

while, va& gonna misg ie!"
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T won't tall Georgs that you applaudad Ferris mere than you
applauded himl

The third choice tnatlnuut not be nissed is to cherish your
hupan connections: your relationships with friends and family.
For several years, you've had impressed upon you the igportanca
to your career of dedication and hard work. This is true, but as
important as your obligations as a doctor, lawyer or business
laadar will be, you are a human being first and those human
connections -- with gspousss, with children, with friends -- are
the most important investments you will ever maka.

At tha end of your lifa, you will naver regrast not having
passed ona more tast, not winning one more verdiet or not closing
one mers deal., You will regret time not spent with a husband, a
triend, a child or a parent.

We are in a transitional peried right now ... fascinating
and exhilarating times ... learning to adjust to the changes and
the choice® we ... Den and women ... are facing.

Ag an axample, I remember what a friend said, on hearing her
nusband complain to his buddies that ha had to babysit. Quickly
setting him straight ... =my friend told her husband that when
it's your own kids ... it's not called babysitting!

Mayba we ghould adjust faster, maybe slowar. But whatavar
the era ... whatever the timas, one thing will novef :hanga:
Fathers and motheras, if you have children ... they must corma

first. You must read to your children, you must hug your

childran, you must love your children.
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Your success as a family ... cur success as a society ...
depends ngt on what happens at the ¥hite Housa, but on what
happens inside your houss.

For cver 50 years, it was sald thst the winner of
wallesley's annual hoop race would be tha first to get married.
Now they say the winner will be the first to bacome a C.E.O.
noth of those stersotypas shew too little tolerance for thosa who
want to know where the mermaids stand. So I want to offer you
today a new legend: Thae winner of the hoop raca will ba the
first to realize her dream ... not scciaty's dream ... her own
persoral dream. Whe knows? Somewhera out in this audience may
aven be scmeone who will one day follow in my footsteps, and
preside over the Wwhite House as the prasident's spousa. I wish
him walll

The controversy ands hare. But our conversation is only
baginning. And a worthwhile convaersatien 1t has bsen. 8o &8 you
leave Wellesley today, take with you deap thanks for the courtesy
and the honer you have shared with Mra. Gorbachev and me. Thank

you., Geod bless you. Aand may your future bd worthy of your

dreans.
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NAIIVINAL vy e TER
BETHESDA. MARYLAND 20889-5000
13 March 1991

Dear Mr. President,

During the week of June tenth, we will be dedicating the Zachary and_
Elizabeth Fishery House at the National Naval Medical Center. This is the first

of several homes that the Fisher's have given to the military services to provide’
a home away from home for the families of our patients who come from across
the world for treatment of cancer and other serious illnesses. The home at
Bethesda will serve as the prototype for the others.

Mr. Fisher's history of quiet philanthropy has included support for
families of servicemen killed aboard the IOWA. in the Marine Barracks in
Beirut and also included the establishment of the Intrepid Museum in New
York. In the past he has been very reluctant to receive accolades for his ) L.
donations, but this time he has allowed us to put his name on the Zachary and
Elizabeth Fisher House.

It would be a great honor if you could officiate at the dedication of this
_wonderful gift which will be available for those who need it most - the young
families we serve.

We would be happy to establish the dedication date and time to
accommodate your busy schedule.

Very respectfully,

D. F. HAGEN
Rear Admirali Medical Corps

United States Navy

The President
. The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Copy to: Dr. Burton"Lee




COMMANDER
NATIONAL NAVAL MEDICAL CENTER
BETHESDA. MARYLAND 20889-5000
13 March 1991

Dear Mr. President,

During the week of June tenth, we will be dedicating the Zachary and_
Elizabeth Fishery House at the National Naval Medical Center. This is the first
of several homes that the Fisher's have given to the military services 10 provide
a home away from home for the families of our patients who come from across
the world for treatment of cancer and other sérious illnesses. The home at

Bethesda will serve as the prototype for the others.

Mr. Fisher's history of quiet philanthropy has included support for
families of servicemen killed aboard the [OWA, in the Marine Barracks in
Beirut and also included the establishment of the Intrepid Museum in New
York. In the past he has been very reluctant to receive accolades for his -
donations, but this time he has allowed us to put his name on the Zachary and
Elizabeth Fisher House.

It would be a great:honor if you could officiate at the dedication of this
~wonderful gift which will be available for those who need it most - the young
families we serve.

We would be happy to establish the dedication date and time to
accommodate your busy schedule.

Very respectfully,

D. F. HAGEN
Rear AdmiralyMedical Corps
United States Navy

0\/\__—

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Copy to: Dr. Burton Lee
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' THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

RESPONSE DUE DATE: © April 15, 1991

REQUEST FOR SCHEDULING RECOMMENDATION

MEMORANDUM FOR.
GOVERNOR SUNUNU PHILLIP BRADY
& ANDREWCARD.JR X _ DAVID DEMAREST\/
ROGER PORTER MARLIN FITZWATER
X SIG ROGICH FREDERICK MCCLURE
SUSAN PORTER ROSE J BONNIE NEWMAN
EDE HOLIDAY BRENT SCOWCROFT
CHASE UNTERMEYER C BOYDEN GRAY
GREGG PETERSMEYER _ED ROGERS
X DY e e X_yr i B ran
FROM: KATHY L. SUPER

PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING

Please provide your recommendation on the following scheduling request:

EVENT- Dedicate the Zzachary and Elizabeth Fishery
House at the National Naval Medical Center

DATE: . Open ‘

LOCATION: Bethesda, Maryland

Additional information concerning this event is attached
YOUR RECOMMENDATION:

Accept Regret Surrogate Message
Priority Video
. Routine Written___

If your recommendation is to accept, please cite reasons below:

PLEASE RETURN TO WINDY WHITE, ROOM 182, OEOB, BY THE RESPONSE DUE DATE AEOVE
SO THAT YOUR COMMENTS MAY BE CONSIDERED AS WE PROCEED WITH THIS REQUEST.
THANK YOU

7
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

RESPONSE DUE DATE: April 15, 1991

REQUEST FOR SCHEDULING RECOMMENDATION

MEMORANDUM FOR:

GOVERNORSUNUNU PHILLIP BRADY
. ANDREW CARD.JR X DAVID DEMAREST

ROGER PORTER MARLIN FITZWATER

X_ SIG ROGICH FREDERICK MCCLURE
SUSAN PORTER ROSE J. BONNIE NEWMAN
EDE HOLIDAY : BRENT SCOWCROFT
CHASE UNTERMEYER C. BOYDEN GRAY
GRE/C:G PETERSMEYER /ED ROGERS

XD T e YERE s NS el drah

FROM: KATHY L SUPER

PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS ANDSCHEDULING

Please provide your recommendation on the following scheduling request:

EVENT: Dedicate the Zachary and Elizabeth Fishery
House at the National Naval Medical Center

DATE: Open

LOCATION: Bethesda, Maryland

Additional inform concerning this event is attached.

Accept Regret Surrogate Message
Priority Video
Routine Written___

If your recommendation is to accept, please cite reasons below

(o ~/€$§:\Q

b A. o &(9 aQ,a’ ¢ g‘:/ G—
A O N C@»&Q, :

PLEASE RETURN TO WINDY WHITE, ROOM 182, OEOB BY THE RESPONSE DUE DATE ABOVE
SO THAT YOUR COMMENTS MAY BE CONSIDERED AS WE PROCEED WITH THIS REQUEST. 4L
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O] APPOINTMENT | O SCHEDULE q

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON )

RESPONSE DUE DATE: April 15, 1991

REQUEST FOR SCHEDULING RECOMMENDATION

MEMORANDUM FOR:
GOVERNORSUNUNU PHILLIP BRADY
X_ ANDREW CARD.JR X _ DAVID DEMAREST
ROGER PORTER MARLIN FITZWATER
X SIG ROGICH FREDERICK MCCLURE
SUSAN PORTER ROSE J BONNIE NEWMAN
‘ EDE HOLIDAY BRENT SCOWCROFT
CHASE UNTERMEYER C BOYDENGCRAY
GREGG PETERSMEYER D ROGERS
FROM: KATHY L. SUPER

PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING

Please provide your recommendation on the following scheduling request:

EVENT: Dedicate the Zachary and Elizabeth Fishery
House at the National Naval Medical Center

DATE: Open

LOCATION: Bethesda, Maryland

Additional information concerning this event is attached.

YOUR RECOMMENDATION:
Accept_X . Regret Surrogate Message
: Priority Video
Routine Written___

- If your recommendation is to accept, please cite reasons below:

This is an excellent opportunity to recognize not only what the
National Naval Medical Center has done for the President over the
years, but also to recognize the selfless dedication the medical
community has provided to our Nation's servicemen and servicewomen.

PLEASE RETURN TO WINDY WHITE, ROOM 182, OEOB, BY THE RESPONSE DUE DATE ABOVE
SO THAT YOUR COMMENTS MAY BE CONSIDERED AS WE PROCEED WITH THIS REQUEST.
THANK YOU ’
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

RESPONSE DUE DATE: April 15, 1991

REQUEST FOR SCHEDULING RECOMMENDATION

MEMORANDUM FOR:
GOVERNORSUNUNU PHILLIP BRADY
5 ANDREW CARD. JR X DAVID DEMAREST
ROGER PORTE MARLIN FITZWATER
X__ SIG ROGICH | FREDERICK MCCLURE
SUSAN PORTER ROSE ) J.  BONNIE NEWMAN
_____ EDEHOLIDAY BRENT SCOWCROFT
CHASE UNTERMEYER C. BOYDEN GRAY
GRE/C‘}G PETERSMEYER /QD ROGERS
X D i X yr iz onan
FROM: KATHY L. SUPER

PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING

Please provide your recommendation on the followiﬁg scheduling request:

EVENT: Dedicate the Zachary and Elizabeth Fishery
House at the National Naval Medical Center

DATE: Open

LOCATION: Bethesda, Maryland

Additional information concerning this event is attached

YOUR RECOMMENDATION:

‘Accept Regret Surrogate Message
Priority Video
Routine Written____

If your recommendation is to accept, please cite reasons below:

PLEASE RETURN TO WINDY WHITE, ROOM 182, OEOB, BY THE RESPONSE DUE DATE ABOVE
SO THAT YOUR COMMENTS MAY BE CONSIDERED AS WE PROCEED WITH THIS REQUEST.
THANK YOU '




NATIONAL NAVAL MSTRCAL CENTER

DATE:

FROM:

I

91 JUN 18 All: 56

o
e & O
- g
COVER PAGE PLUS 3  PpAGES
&7/ TIME: FAX NUMBER: (301) 2985-5481
» A @izfr TO:

NNMC, BETHESDA

(301) 205-9088 |14

suBJECT:  Zue,

COMMENTS :

IF YOU HAVE ANY PROBLEMS WITH THE TRANSMISSION OF THIS DOCUMENT,

PLEASE CONTACT THE ABOVE NAMED TERSON. '
%224/1. @Z-

1898 " 35dd

SIGNATURE

LWOW SITLITIOHA=-DWNN WONS as:11 16. 8



F

ot

T H E B

Y ¥

SD A

€@ " 3vdd

= ::5;:4 L';

25 Cents

Bethesda, Maryland

A

| Thursday, March 15, 1930 ¥

n No. 27

#

B

s

The F:she;e speaz%eaded ma
lished the MapymEhzabe‘h
 Fisher- _mwﬂw

abethFxsherhrokcgmundMom
‘dayoutheﬁim:es!teoftheh—

and the \?

: 'suggesnoﬁé from -Navy. wives'
.':;.m*ganmmns Trostand his dep-.
pmsenteduthe 1dea of a

“the successfu!tgsmmndn ofthe
Tntrepid which™s 00 docked in
theHndaonRNa'adusedasan
e

T
S """. ¥ f.-.'--l-v

LWOW SITLITIOHA-DWNN WONAS IS:11 16« 81 NOT



&

The Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher Armed Services Foundation was
formed for the purpose of helping service men and women and their
families in time of need. The foundation was established after
the terrorist bombing of the Marine barracks in Beirut and the
mizzile attack on the USS STARK in the Persian Gulf. The
Fisher's realized that the hundreds of American military
personnel who logt their lives in these and other eveniz were the
forgotten herces who serve without due recognition and reward.
The turret explosion on the battleship, IOWA, with a lossz of 47
lives was felt as a personal logs to the Fishers. Each of the 47
familiez received a token of their grief and remorze over this
tragic event. The Foundation also provides scholarship funds to
eligible college students who have served in the Armed Foraes or
are the song and daughters of such service memberz. In 1290, 7%
such youths will attend college under this program.

In 1990, the Fishersg devoted their Foundation’'s resources to
constructing and donating “Comfort homes”™ for the Armed Forces.
Each will be named “The Zachary and Elizabeth Fiszher House® and.
located on the grounds of variousg military hospitals around the
country. The homes will be capable of housing up to 16 families
who otherwize would have no place to 2tay while theipr miljitary
relative iz undergeing a serious operation or treatment. It wasg
the Fishere’ intention t¢ be able to keep service families
together during periods of medical emergencies or crisgis whan-
they especially needed the support and comfort of all of the
family memberg. Thug far, comfort homes have baen establighed or
are under consgtruction by the Figherz’ Foundation at five
locations: National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, MD; Naval.
Hozpital, Portsmouth, VA:; Balboa Naval Hospital, San Disgo, CA;
Air force Wilfred Hall Medical Center, San Antonio, TX; and the
Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Washington, DC.
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The Zachary and Eljzabeth Fisher House

The Figher House i& a beautiful, warm and inviting home with a-
very gpecial mission . . . to help gervice families through a
life-threatening crisgis.

" Very sick or injured patients at the Wational Kaval Medical
Center need their families nearby. For those who live far away,
Figsher House provides a stable, comfortable and low-cost haven.
Here they find all of the comforts of home . . . a place to
sleep, rest during the day, prepare meals, launder clothes, and
allow their young children to lead normal daily lives. By
staying together az a family unit, they may find the inner
strength and 2pirit to move forward duping this period of
overwhelming =tress. -

Familiez are encouraged to interact and help each other. So many’
lessons can be shared that may facilitate their recovery. Group
gupport activitiea to promote socialization are planned such as
pienica, walke and sightdgeeing.

A2 regidents, familiez pitech-in by helping to care for the houze.
Taking care of their private roomsg, picking up after theinr
children, changing their own linens, and cleaning up after food
preép are all part of living here. Performing these daily tasks
helps them %o maintain a focu2 on reality and distracts them from
mounting anxiety.

Representing the Navy, the Resident Manager will convey
compassionate support in the way of empathy and understanding.
She will help the families help themselves. She will make sure
that they know who, where and when to get help. By the zame
token, she will communicate the families' concerns to the Navy.
The Resident Manager will overzee the management of the Fisher
House and direct velunteers. Volunteers will be used to assgist
with office and house tasks as well ag recreational activities.

A team of patient-care profeszsionals qualifies a family for the
Fiaher House. Many factors are considered to create a total
family orisgig situation. Familiez determined to be in greatest’
need will be served.
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READER'S DIGEST FAx

Pleasantville, NY 10570 Fax # | ~0533)
E D'I TORTIAL CORR E S PO ﬁfguﬁmﬁ?& g

TO: Carol Blymire

LOCATION: (202) 456-6218

FROM: Elinor Grlfflth

LOCATION: Edltorlal Correspondence, Pleasantville

June 18, 1991
Dear Carol:

I've attached "The Man Who Bought an Aircraft Carrier® (April

1990) on Zachary Fisher's role in turnlnq the USS Intrepid into a
floating museumn, Hope the article is useful =-- and that the
dedication of the Fishers' house is a success!

Sincerely,



 Formore than jo'yeers, she .sm.rcd in; Vza:rm and rccqvmd Auranz ?
twith salor and distinction, She fought ... and Gmumj‘spacempmfm Fmaffy
in the Bastle of Leyte Ga.g{. one of the . when, America .celebrated sts dicen-
most crucial, bavles in, U.S. Naval.:- tenuial ishe:was as Pﬁ:.'adfipﬁm
- history. She and berpianesftc@cdank qﬂiaa:l host ship qf :ixs Naay and the.
one of the swo lasgesi Japancse bastie:. . Marine Corp.r. s

- ships, the. Musashi, . sqak: or, dam- . L
: .zsmm hcr glonous..pas:,

ag&d 289 other enemy, 2hips ;g - :
edg JUss. Irtrqozd was; candemncd

moré than 600 enemy. air
.mzﬁ., Sﬁr.mx Belicoed 1o have been  the ;scrapheap in 1976—-3.11 obso-
. hit more’ qﬁm J;_amtkaza pd'ots Tete” aircraft cacrier in a modcm,
. than any other U.S: aitcraft eayrier, * stage-of-the-art Navy. Then'a quiet

- and she lost_more than . 300 young  patriot' named Zachary Fxsher_f-. .

B Amemmm bat Latsrl she .fmd .. cameto hcs: rescue. This prominent -~ .
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e Eerl0t o N UL READER'S DIGEST it |
LN w York City builder was indig-  told them of the impending fate of

: ._f'_i}::i:m;Haw c&n?ftg}‘e'bcmd:q dismal 'thc";ﬂ:{‘ﬂpid.i',}{e‘balievad_tl‘lat the

" - ending for such a great ship? Be askéd . ship coild be transformed into an

< himself. Hos oan we cut up ourown  acrospace and Naval museum for

. history for vawor blades? : - ;. New York,. with  historical and
j.f:Za-:{;r}' Fisher likes to say'that _technological * exhibits. Watching

" he was born with Naval aviation—  grainy black-and-white "newsreel,

" older brothers in the-family con-  for those back home. - - -

A5 4 Pisher's knee-was severely -in- - want to. I've made a lot of money in .
kLT jured in”a- constructions accident, s this country, I'd
i ~however, and when Japan attacked * baek e 5
% . Pearl Harbor on December 7,1941,  ~ Off : the : Rolls,

helped the U.S. Avmy Corps of Ei;..> narrow 3 ramp. - Fisher's; bad “leg
.-gineers build coastal-fortifications, .

¥ gt >

o prosper after the war. Fisher and . . buildec up piggyback. ™~ -

_“They heiped: finance: the:Veterans - paint, weather:damage, neglect.

write, direct and :act in’their’own "
shows and - broadcast: them” from
cone veterans Facility;to. another:

» It was Fisher’s; growing reputa-.

invitation to a’powerjbreakfast ¢ first problen get t
20 prominent businessmen’on. No=: ship off Navy,rolls.’A Navy aircr

vember..30; 1978, Larry;Sowinski, “'carrier had never been transferre
an, author and Naval-history buff, ", to a private foundation before, and

+in‘zg10; when the.first plane’ took - “footage “of /the 'Intrepid in action,
- ofF from the USS ‘Birmingham. At ~ Fisher: recalled ‘when young men .
** . dge x6; he left high school without * *died in-infernos of smoke and fire ™ " i}’
" finishing to help ‘his father ‘and ~ and what their courage had meant ;

-struction business.- He:laid bricks, . Can T possibly take au’mcﬁ"a big '
“earned his union cird and by age 19 . projecs? he wondered. I'm 68 years .
was supervising bricklayets.-i-.5 @, ; ~old, Can I sec it through? God knows,” .

like to give some of it
_ Sowinski took |
=" he -was’rejected’, by; the? military, . Fisher. to- Philadelphia, where the -

 dashing forever his hopesof serving * Ingrepid :had, been \rusting away .
- his country in the war.:Searching :-since  the!bicentennial. The only -
:for -other ‘ways' to be:of .use;-he < way. to board:her was up a stecp, -

: couldn'c; make it, so' Sowinski, a.-
- The family’s business costinued - gentle bear? ofia man, rcamcd.jﬂ;g _

" " his wile, Elizabethi became, active - : Fisher’s heart sank as he got on..
© tin ~work .for -wonnded}vetetans. - deck. All sround him was peeling

" Bedside Network;:which-afforded. | - F an @ builder; he said 1o himself,
“.. hospitalized vaterans.ihe chance to,. He threw lis shoulders back and -
rect CELH: imagined:the Insrepid, those-price- -
* less seven full decks of living histo- . -
:ry, against;the magical skyline of -
-Manhattan, I will save the Intrepid, . -

- dered the restoration of Pier 86.0n . )
: !t,he [I;lludsop River as the ship's new ~“'pany.went on strike. Through itall, -
berta, - L i :'._';' 4 IS y . s
.+ - Eventually, "New :York : City .

. while others forgot:thatiled to'an'" ag tumming back.> i T L
while others forgot:thatyled toan " # hgﬁfst;_c&blemwasmge“hc

. moored structures. In January 1982"
“the. foundation .sold.$x4.2 milfion’

isgo - THE MAN WHO BOUGHT ANAIRCRAFT CARRIER

Fisher had to show financial capa-

"initax-exempt bonds. A federal

bility. His personal fortune, estimat- - loan, obtained through the City of

ed by Forbes magazine as among the
nation’s top 400, passed that test, But
an act of Congress would have to
authorize the transfer.. ¢ . ..t
"On February ay, 1970, the, In-
trepid Museum :Foundation ;-was -
created under Fisher’s leadership as
2 not-for-profiticorporation. :Con--
ress acted 26 months {ater to trans- -
er the fntrepid to the foundation.: .

lurked in the building. regulations |
of the City' of;:New, York, 4The.-
codes - treated - the Intrepid, like /a™

water,” recalls Fisher.with a smile,”
“That doesn't -work.” - The;. city
didn', for instance; have a fire rat- .
ing for a ship's steel-bulkhead. ;% -
" Beyond :private: dénations: from
‘the Fishers and others, the museum
was to be financed :hy, the sale of
bonds and 4 loan from the city. But
no bond could be.written until the
foundation .had; its' plans-in. place,

. And it couldn't do that until-New. -
" Yorlc's building codes were satisfied.

)

Fortunately,. then : Mayer ,Ed-

' ward Igo;:h::sax_.w.ti_mfrmepidias:.a _ ; .
centerpicee of the:icity’s .planned ;";po_i,y,_c_:;ghgg;;;hg‘y first got there, 60 - .

West -Side _development, -He. or- ©

A7

agreed .to: safety; modifications. so_
stringent that they serve, as: guide-
lines - for - other.;; vessels:  used '8

e s fendl; e

$4.5 million. . ;.- -,

New.York, provided an additional

=it That Rebruvary the Iszrep:dwas o

_ towed_from Philadelphia to Beth-

lehem’s.. Hoboken "Ship: Yard..in .
New' Jersey. for. restoration. The - =
modifications proved so extensive . -
that. the.ship missed.its scheduled -
early-summer opening’; and - the. - .
Fourth of July crowds that Risher -
-Last Voyage. . Another. challenge *_ and;the:foundation ‘had counted -
‘on.s: Worse,: there , were “tremen--
"dous;cost-overrans, a1

NJ., for.the last.cruise of the USS
Intrepid. It took 6%4 hours in heavy

Jain_to.navigate six nautical miles .

through the Upper Bay and into the
Hudson estuary, to the pier in mid-

town s Mabhattan, but. all. three

wanted; to:be. part of that final .-

~yoyage. The Jutrepid, Fisher said, .-

had “become-my life.”. - ..
i;: Now they had seven weeks-to -
install,-the,

‘going/ 1o, make. an .carly, August . -

‘opening, ..-There . was .no; electric

they . had ;t0: operate; on - pormable . i”
en-the exhibic com- 7 -

93~

iFisher:seemed -unpertuibed,  “like

:ST. 16, BT NI

es - treated- e a” 15,00 June: 12, Zachary and Eliza- -
building laid, onits, side. in the _'-,.b::d}.'lfisher..g_and; I,ar[}y'_sowh"ski' e
‘boarded y.the . ivessel .in"Bayoane, .

«exhibits . if they. were -

thergood captain; in heavy:seas) . -
JSald. Sowinskicy .o oy apg i
#ti'Openingtday for the Intrepid .
SealAirfSpace ‘Museum, was, Au-"" .
gust'4," 1982, Fisher remembers it - .
this way: I watched kids in sneak-
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- piece of history. I wondered if any
of them would be inspired to'de

i something for their counery.” =~ -
. - i Several weeks later, he got'the

i . . perfect example of what a visitto a

then Vice President of the United

- cate Intrepid Hall, honoring Amer-
ica's -warime ‘role a7 the ‘Parific,
Bush spoke of his own'excitement
as 3 t2-year-old when he had vis-

© ited”a Navy’ destroyer - anchored
in the Hudson. That visit had in-

. spired him'to join the Navy, Bush

vsaid, " Y < -'-a TN "‘ 1 ::":': nL.s
“Fighting Lady. A first-year ac-

been” projected “for'-the *museum,
But only 780,000 camie;“and that
first fiscal year ended with a deficit

- paying the bills, He told ‘the :New
** York ‘Times: “This museum
" “never-close Vi el s

Fisher -renegotiated:the ‘loan

" bis ‘own money into:the *project.
* With his help, the museum’s reve-
nues Wwere enough to'pay operating

"+ _timesIn the fiscal year-ending in
“April 1985, the muscum operated

at 2 loss of just over §1 million. And

DN that was on top of $2.7 million in
i . interest paymeénts made by Fisher,

i 1985, however; Fishércould mount

_fidence that-

o the" museum - would
S £ 7 . -

U —M‘ J e e

, U READERS DIGEST F e
ers wandering in awe all over this .

- historic ship can do. George Bush, -

States, Aew- to New York to' dedi-

* the real thing,"ri§h:?P.~ s

tendance of one million visitors had -

. . of§3.5 miliion. Quietly; Pisher'kept -

will

~from the city, got help from*local -
businesses and :continued ‘to’ pour -
' " expenses.” But- there™ were lean ;

~ Afier attendancepicked up in -
* the flight deck and declare his con-

AL i 2

X W AP I R R w I

survive, His hopes were fixed on

the summer, of 1986, when the re-
dedication of the Statue of Liberey

would bring millisns of visitors to
New York, Fortune smiled early,
when the Jntrepid was designated a
Nationel Historic Landmark, She
participated 'in the rooth birthday °
celebration -of the Statue, and the
opening of the Jacob K, Javits Con-
vention Ceaterin the neighbor-
hood also helped,. « - v it

* ~But it was the growing number
of kids who gave Fisher his greatest
pleasure. “She’s a symbol,” said one
-12-year-old-visitor. “But she's also
“* Fisher nodded, and ‘pointed in
the direction of the Statue of Liber- .
ty. “That’s right, son. We're the
Fighting Lady of the Harbot—the
one that helped keep Miss Liberty's
torch e s oavt e oo

- He watched the‘chil&tén-in ?io-

. neers Hall, learning about the first
-shipboard 'takeoff from- the -USS -

Birmingham.' He followed them to

-Technologies - Hall,‘where 'the_y

touched 4 space capsule;™ ~ ¢
In Navy Hall,"he picked out a
teen-age boy and gitl watching a
wide-screen -film® he had helped
produce : 'about” flight -operations

_aboard ‘the ' nuclear’ carrier USS
. Nimits. The teen-agers glowed with -

excitement .at this dramatic’ air-
borne marriage of technology and
human dedication. Then they grew

sober-faced during 2 hand-in-hand -

tour of the Hall of Honor for Con-

gressional Medal of Honor recipi- ~

‘ents—those Americans’ recognized

Apiid

.. ig-qo .
.~ "for valor, above and beyond the calt
‘ofduty, . ¢ Egi ..

Dan Rather on CBS“;I\L'cﬁé ' once
watched children. explore the Jju-.
#reped and was so moved that he did

“They sent me: off with'3000 boys—
farm boys ‘and - drugstore clerks,
now fliers and sailors, Boys don't
have majesty, but iny boys did, .

‘§. - - brand-new sneakers,” a; boy . fell
& 7 there. He manned:a five-inch
© 7 and he fell.:He fell iwhere your

. shadow is. Walk softly there, "<

- within me.still.” -

who served- on _the Jfugrepid. also .
come to visit. Men like Alonzo A"
- Swann, [r,, of Gary,:Ind,, now 64;
see photographs of -action that_
‘taok place on October g, 1944, "~

Japanese kamikaze attack. Swann .
‘and 21 others manning the 20-m.

" anti-aircraft guns at’ Gun Tub*“10
steadfastly shot” off “the ' suicide
plancs wing "and “tail.* The pilot,

.teleased his bomb prematurely.into

lllsl:ema': kept coming,”

- the sea, but the plane :
It flew across the 'Bight deck, and

i L

a commentary in the ship’s voice:

“ YOU. thc l.fe,- uChﬂd :" of - tOdajf, z
‘standing on oy deck - in your

. " am the Intrepid. ;| survived,”:,
¢ - History lived within' me, He lives ~* fallen’shi

Steries of. Freedom: The'.mén"" Tlinfmi\ep:dlssafenow. ;ﬁnd Fish-

The exhibit tells the story of a -

very beginning,”
$ O T RRAET oY

h’; .o,

THE MAN WHO BOUGHT AN AIRCRART CARRIER -

_the remaining wing hit Gun Tub
. 10, splashing the crew with aircraft

fuel that flashed into searing flame.
.. Ten died in the attack. Swann him-
- self suffered severe’ burns * and
- face fucther attacks. in 1944 and
7 1845, Afier the Japanese sutrender,

the Jnerepid brought back not only
- 1t triumphant "crew, but many

graschal BOWs, o
g

k)

YT

“"Swann is making plans to tour”
the ghip. wing p ol

y with his son'and grandson.

gun,’; "He will show them the plaque that

tells of the heroism of Gun Tub 10
aindiwith a"teader finger trace his

ipmates, " F - i
S N 6T
.&t's dream s realized. For years ro
corié, he thought recently, watch-.

ing the flag ‘rise above the ship's -
bridge and secing'the Empire State

Fuiidi})g; .s_l}iti"gpg ‘in the distanoce,
ong afler. I'm’ gone, thir Fighis

Lady it be feliing hor sories of the
-megning of frecdom, She'll be ielling
our children’s children of duty, honor,
foith. OF Hope and cotrags and pride.

O comparssion and sacrifice and en-

durance.. The old palues that have
beep at the hears of Ametica from the -

- hds wife, after seeing the.film Peycio,
usked ' 3
., Hitcheock wrote back:

ieffer‘&rféct

for suggestions as to. what he should do, =5

- . Aurrzp Hrrcucork onoe received a letter from a man who wrote that | ..
was afraid to b

athe or shower. He .. : : -

. *Sir, have you ogiisidcn:d}é l:lmghcr to;hedry R

shrapne! wounds, but he lived to )

own‘riﬁmq'_atid,thp_'names of his
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INTREPID SEA-AIR-~SFACE MUSEUM
West 46th and 12th Avenue
New York, NY 10036

Howard J. Rubenstain Asséciatas, Ing,
_vublic Relatlons: (212) 489-6500
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ZACHARY FISHER BIOGRAPRIHY

yachary Fisher is a senior member of Fisher Srothers, long
Aidentified as one of the leaders in the investment building
gector of the real estate industry in the New York aréa.

Spanning a half & cantury in the building field, Fisher
Brothers has contributed soma of the prestiglous office edifices

to maintain the city's prestige as a world center and at the same
tine providing a mainstay for the business community. They havc
developed along the Avenue ¢f the Americas, Park Avenue, Third
Avenus and downtown Manhattan the operaticnal headquarters for
internaticonal business enterprises such as Burlington Mills,
J.P. Stevens, Trans World .Airlines, Bankers Trust Company,
westvaco and similarly important large scale employers. The
Fighers' undertakings have added much to prcvi&a and maintain a
ztronq‘ﬁﬁcnomie haée for the city and its people.

He received the Président's plague from Presidsnt Ronald
Réaqan whioh :oadn°' "Becausae of the tireless and dedicated work
of many Amuricans, the Intrepid will sarve ap an inspiration to

both young and old for yaars to coma. One man deserves special 614

1345 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS / NEW YORK. NiY. 10105 / (212) 4898900 / FAX: (212} 268-3278



gribute, zachary Fisher, 8 patriotic American, who nhaver forgot

and cares so much.”
recognizing his many ‘talents, accomplishments, numanism and
davotion %o youth, Saint Mishael's College in 1584 awarded him a
poctorate of Humane Latters.
on Novembar 18, 1985, he reaeived the SEC=NAV Award which is
the first award given by the Navy lLeagua Lo & civilian who did
the most for national defense.
The Zachary and Elizabeth Flsher Armed Services Foundation
. has recently bean sstablished to assist the children of military
pafonts o obtain collage educations by awarding eaholarlhip
grants, The Foundation will be sending 75 children to college
this coming year. |
On June 10, 1988; Mr. Pisher receivad'tna VOLUNTEER.Aation
Award from President Rronald Reagan for the development of the
Intrepid Ses-Alr-Space Museum, and of vaterans Bedside Natwork,
and for serving on the boa”ds ¢of the Marins gcholarship '
youndation and Honor America.
on May 1, 1989, Mr. Fisher recalved the papartment of
pafense Distinguishad Public Service Award from the Chalrman,
Jeint Chiefs of startf for his contributions and sarvice to the
Armed Services of the United states, ' |
Among his civic activitias, zachary Fisher, for three
consacutive years served as an advisor to the united States
Delegation on the Houging Committee of the goonomic Cemmission
 for Europse conferance held in Geneva, Switzurlaﬁd, pirector of
Honor America, & ¢tyustee of National Jaw;sh Hogpita;‘at Dohver, a

fellow of Brandais university, rounder and Chairman of the Board
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of The Intrapid Huseum Foundation, Member of Board of Advisors of

the Veterans' Bedside Network, Honorary Chalrman of the Board. of

Directors of tha Marine Corps Scholarshilp Foundation, Inc.;
Menmber Qf'tha Board of Directors of the £111is Island Restoratioen

conmiamion, indo, and a Director of VOLUNTEER--The National

.Center. $44



