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Speech Text: Totals 12 pages, not 27.
Biographic data:

1. President. Chamorro

2. vedro Joaquin Chamorro Cardenal, President Chamorro's late husband.
Note: Bio data provides basic facts and serves to establish him as
a figure in reccont Nicaraguan history, specifically the struggle
against Sumoza. A wreath is hung at the street cormer in downtown
Managua where he was killed in January of 1978.

3. Ruben Dario — a reknowned Nicaraguan poet but of a much earlier era.
1The nalional theatre is named in his honor.

Will I'AX whatever else we cone wpe with when we have it in hand.
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Violeta CHIIAMORRO
(Phongtic: chaMOHRTO)

Presidemt- Elect (viner February 1990)

Addressed asi Mrs. (Thamurre

wational Oppasition Upian (UNO) candidate
violgia Clapiorra qonndly defeated incumbent
President Lxnicl Litlegd i o elestion it
received worldwide atiention. Fler inzuguration vy
35 April 1990 will end the Sandinista “ational
].ibegration Fiont's more than 10 years in puwer.
Chamored wus a member of the ruling junta of the
Cravernment of Nalioau! fcconsiruction. whneh
governed Micarigun after the Sandiniatas
averthrew Anastusio Sumozd in 1979 she resigned
ufter serving far gight months. Although she heuds
LNOS 14-pusty coulition, »he does nit belong th a
political party.

Chatnurio is the widow of assassinited nowspaper mubli
who is widely rovered in Nicuragua 48 4 martyr for frec sapr
death in 1978, she has been comwner and publisher of the oppusitio
She has been a vocal eriliv of press censorship by e Sandinista regime.

Chumnarte wus born on 18 October 1929 into

a wealthy tamily that
Catholic schools

1he Canservative Purty. $he aitended Spanish -languase
Srates fur three yoars Slic bricfly studied at Bluckstone

1earncd seeretarial Wkills. 1n 1950 she married Pedro Joagiin Chamorro.
are split along pro- and anti-Samdinista lines: Pedra Joaguin, 38, is a form
wicaraguan Resistunce Directotate; Claudia, 16, e 1

former Sandinista Ambu
d Carlos, 33, 19 \he editor of

Costa Rica, Cristiani, 35, 1 the cditor of Lg Prenxd; sp

Barricada, o Sundinista daily.

C‘hamorro has traveled in Latin America and Westgrn Futo
and {ray. She speaks 4 jittle English, Tn 1986 l{arvard prescnted

conscientious jouenalism.

sher Pedro Juaquin Chamorro,
ession. Since her fuabund's
n newspaper La Prensa.

was prominsnt in
in the United

Tier four children
er member of the

pe antl has visited Japan
her with an award for

9 March 1990
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9106056/2
United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Anril 6, 1991

—CONELDENT AL~
MEMORANDUM FOR BRENT SCOWCROFT
THE WHITE HOUSE
Subject: Chamorro Visit: Presidential Remarks

Attached are remarks which may be used in the President's
statement at the departure ceremony for Nicaraguan President

Chamorro.
J /}j /
J. Stapleton Roy
Executive Secretary
Attachment: _ <2
As stated. o At

DECLASSIFIED
Department of State Guidelines
E.O. 12958, SEC 3.4 (B), July 21, 1997

By 7#<  NARA, Date rg/25/0y



Madame President, I want to thank you again for coming to
Washington. It was a great pleasure for me to see you again

and to strengthen our countries' close and enduring friendship.

Since the last time we met here in Washington, Nicaragua has
joined the proud ranks of the world's democracies. 1In its
first year, your administration ended a civil war, restored

democratic freedoms to its people, accepted the legislature and

courts as equal partners in government and began to address the

Seri1ous economic Crisi ou i1nherited from the Sandinistas.

Madame President, many difficult tasks lie before you. But you
are not alone. We helped you before your election and during
the past year. WS_EAL&@EEBEEEEE,EEEEWDQJEmiD—the future. We
w1ll encourage other members of the world community to do as
much as they can to help you and your country. The democracies
of the world will come to your aid, as they will come to the

aird of the many, many other countries that also have chosen

democracy.



De Toqueville said that a democratic people's "unbounded
imagination grows beyond all measure. Democracy opens the
future." Madame President, your election sparked the ,/J?"?
hemisphere's lmqg;ggtleh*and opened a bright new future for
youE—IEETTZSI;;}y. After the time we have spent together, I am
more confident than ever that the Nicaraguan people, under your

leadership, will be able to meet the serious challenges before

them.

Nicaragua's courage and its love of democracy has earned the

respect of the United States and of the world. When you return
to Nicaragua, you can tell your people that they can count on

the friendship and assistance of the United States as well.
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9106056/1
United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

April 6, 1991

-CONPEFRENTIAE
MEMORANDUM FOR BRENT SCOWCROFT
THE WHITE HOUSE
Subject: Chamorro Visit: Presidential Remarks

Attached are remarks which may be used in the President's
dinner toast for Nicaraguan President Chamorro.

—
\/Ca/yj -
J. Stapleton Ro

Executive Secretary

Attachment:

As stated.

DECLASSIFIED
Department of State Guidelines
E.O. 12958, SEC 3.4 (B), July 21, 1997

By ZZ&<_ NARA, Date 1045/



We are here tonight in honor of President Violeta Chamorro of
Nicaragua. Just over one year ago, this courageous woman
captured the hearts of lovers of democracy across the world
with her stunning electoral victory over the Sandinistas.
Nicaragua joined the growing roll of democratic countries
because of her untiring efforts in a difficult election

campaign.

President Chamorro, your years at the helm of Nicaragua's only
opposition newspaper prepared you to take on that burden. You
followed in the footsteps of your husband, Pedro Joaquin
Chamorro, murdered for his democratic beliefs. He once said
that "free expression is not a gift of governments, it is a
right of peoples." Under your Government, Nicaraguans again

eXercise that right without fear.

You gave tﬁe Nicaraguan people peace after years of conflict.
You ended the military draft that had forced many young
Nicaraguans into the army and others into the Resistance, then
cut that unnecessary army and reduced its budget. 1Inspired by
your example of courage and promise of assistance, the
Resistance laid down their arms and returned to civilian life.
We hope that this example can be followed soon in El1 Salvador

and Guatemala.



You face many challenges in the coming years. Nicaragua's
economy was devastated and looted over ten long years of
misrule. One of the most productive economies in Central
America had been reduced to 1940s levels. State controls
stifled the efforts of Nicaraguans to raise themselves from
poverty.

T
President Chamorro has embark€g72n a bold program/of
free-market economic reforms. ler—plan—drew praise from
international donors when it was presented at the World Bank in
Washington last month., We will join with those donors to
support her economic reform efforts with our own aid program --

more than half a billion dollars -- and increased opportunities

for trade and investment.

With the help of the international community, but most
importantly with the faith and support the Nicaraguan people
have in their new democratic government, I am confident that

she will succeed.

I ask you all to join me in a toast to my friend and colleaque,
President Chamorro. May Nicaragua find a bright future under

her leadership.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 5, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR WHITE HOUSE AND OEOB PASSHOLDERS

FROM: DEBRA ROMAS
DIRECTOR
VISITORS OFFICE

SUBJECT: ARRIVAL CEREMONY: WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 1991
FOR PRESIDENT VIOLETA CHAMORRO OF NICARAGUA

The Official Arrival Ceremony for President Violeta Chamorro of
Nicaragua, will be held on Wednesday, April 17, 1991 at 10:00
a.m. All passholders are cordially invited to attend.

Passholders should submit the names, dates of birth and

social security numbers of their guests to the Visitors Office.
This will be a ticketed event and your guests will need a ticket
to attend. All lists must be submitted to the Visitors Office
by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 12, 1991.

The tickets can be picked up at the East Appointment Gate between
12:00 noon and 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 16th.

Those attending the ceremony must arrive at the White House by
8:30 a.m., on the day of the event. Gate assignments will be on
their tickets. Please remind all ticket holders to bring a form
of identification, as security concerns require checking names at
the gates.

Passholders will not need a ticket.

Staff is reminded that the gold rope areas, surrounding the
podium, are for special ticket holders only; guests of the
Administration. Guests for that area must be cleared through
the Visitors Office.

Thank you for your attention to the above guidelines.



TUESDAY

TO: CAROL
FROM: BETH
SUBJECT: HEAD HOLY NICARAGUAN HONCHO

Hi. A few specific questions:

thietary | background, character, etc.) -

2. Could you call someone (perhaps the Nicaraguan desk at

the Library of Congress) and ask:

--best Nicaraguan poet, essayist, etc. to quote (and
sample quotes) ;

--particularly important person from history to mention
(make sure is politically in tune with Violeta)

--patron saint of Nicaragua (I think it's "La Purisima'
-- what does that mean/stand for?

3. Could you find out (Nicaraguan Embassy?):
--have the President and Violeta met? Any anecdotes
--particularly well-known anecdotes revealing her

character
, --can you find out the poem she has in her office (it's
one by Pablo Antonio Cua -- apparently a modern-day one)
--some of her best quotes (from speeches, etc.)

--what's the most important thing she stands for?
--what's the most important thing to her (e.q.
K_religion, family, etc.)
. moto
4. What are the country's seal, flag, symbol, esss=, etc.?
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Copyright (c) 1990 The Perth Corporation;
Defense & Foreign Affairs Weekly

March 5, 1990
SECTION: LEADERSHIP PROFILE; Volume XVI, No. 9; Number 372, Third Series; Pg. 7
LENGTH: 299 words
HEADLINE: Violetta Barrios de Chamorro, President-elect of Nicarauga

BODY:

Vipletta Chamorro was born in 1929, the daughter of a US-educated cattleman
and a member of the Nicaraguan rural elite. After three years of college in
Texas and Virginia, she married Pedro Joaquin Chamorro Cardenal of Managua, son
of a newspaper owner and member of one of Nicaragua's most well-known families.
Although both Mr and Mrs Chamorro came from the upper class -- the social level
with the greatest support for the Somoza dictatorship -- Mr Chamgrro was
ardently anti-Somoza and used his publication, La Prensa, as a forum for
opposition to the Government. His career was Violetta Chamorro's introduction
to politics. Pedro Chamorro was assassinated in Managua on January 10, 1978, by
still unknown assailants, and his assassination served as the catalyst for a
popular uprising against the Somoza Government. When the Sandinista guerillas
forced Somoza's departure in July 1979, Violetta Chamorro was part of the
five-member revolutionary ruling group, along with future President Daniel
Ortega Saavedra. However, she became disillusioned with the Sandinista movement
within a year and resigned, returning to La Presna and remobilizing the contra
opposition forces, but now against the ruling Sandinistas. Her family remains
split between sandinista supporters and contras, with two of her four children
among the leaders of the Sandinista movement. Violetta Chamorro formed the
National Opposition Union (UNQ) -- a coalition of 14 opposition parties -- in
the summer of 1989 as an alternative to the Sandinista Government. In the
february 25 vote, proclaimed free and fair by the many international opposition
groups in Nicaragua for the elections, the UNO won a decisive victory over the
Sandinistas, and Violetta Chamorro became President of Nicaragua.

LEXIS NEXIS LEXIS NEXIS



TO: CAROL
FROM: BETH

SUBJECT: HEAD HOLY NICARAGUAN HONCHO

Hi. A few specific questions:

1.~ Could you xerox the section in Fodor's on Nicaragua
(history, background, character, etc.)

2. Could you call someone (perhaps the Nicaraguan desk at

the Library of Congress) and ask:

--best Nicaraguan poet, essayist, etc. to quote . (and
sample quotes);

--particularly important person from history to mention
(make sure is politically in tune with Violeta)

--patron saint of Nicaragua (I think it's "La Pur1s1ma" )
-- what does that mean/stand for? et

3. Could you find out (Nicaraguan Embassy?): -
--have the President and Violeta met? Any anecdotes>

--particularly well-known anecdotes revealing her
character

one bycPablo Antonlo caaafa -- apparently a modern-day one)
--So [¢) er best quotes (from speeches, etc.)
--what's the most important thing she stands for?

--what's the most important thing to her (e.g.
religion, family, etc.)

e .
4. What are the country'giggé}) flag,\sfgggi?\qﬁgiii;?tc.?
e 1)

5. Copy of Quayle's remarks from Inauguration

(Jeb Bush: (305) 536-3744)
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NICARAGUA QUESTIONS

JL What is the best Nicaraguan poet/essayist that we could quote?

Nodt'| ﬂfif CuekenDario

-- Is there an important person in Nicaraguan history to whom we
could make a reference? Someone who is politically in tune
with President Chamorro?

&mdino (mr/'zL Compmuumnist)

-- Who is the patron salnt of Nicaragua? President Chamorro talks
about "La Purisima" in the Parade article. What is that??

Vi@m Ma;y as pwestfall..
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-- Any anecdotes or funny/poignant stories between the two of them?
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£ Country's motto/Campaign motto?
4

-= Country seal/flag/symbol
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-- What is the most important thing she stands for?
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-- What is most important her? Family? Religion? Country?
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Research Memorandum

United States Information Agency

Washington, D.C. 20547

Office of Research

March 27, 1991

NICARAGUAN SUPPORT FOR CHAMORRO IS SOLID

This report is one of a series based on a USIA-commissioned survey in Nicaragua
using a representative, nationwide sample of 1200 adults aged 18 and up. Face-to-face
interviews were conducted between January 7 - 13, 1991 by Dozxa, a Venezuelan polling
firm which correctly gauged pro-Chamorro opinion prior to the Nicaraguan
presidential elections of February 1990. Companion reports cover other aspects of
Nicaraguan public opinion, including attitudes toward the Sandinistas and Contras,
and perceptions of the overall social, economic, and political situation.

KEY FINDINGS:

Nicaraguan support for Violeta Chamorro is undiminished; the President is
endorsed by three-quarters of the Nicaraguan public (77%). Half have a very
favorable opinion of Chamorro.

Six-in-ten view both the UNO coalition and the Chamorro Cabinet favorably.
The UNO rift between conciliationists and hardliners appears to have had little
impact on Chamorro’s grass-roots support. '

Almost two-thirds of Nicaraguans are pleased with Chamorro’s handling of the
Presidency. Reasons most often cited for satisfaction are her termination of the
war and the abolition of Sandinista rule. Opinion is divided on whether she has
been "too weak" (44%) or "about right" (41%) in her approach to the Sandinistas.

Chamorro’s reform efforts are applauded by two-thirds or more of the population.
However, a majority oppose her efforts to reduce the size of the public sector.

Figure 1: Opinion of Prasident Chamorro Widely Favorable
Very favorable

NG me/ DKNR 5%

5
Sy

Very unfavorable 8%

Somewnhat favorable
. Somewhat unfavorable 10%
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Endorsement ef Chamorro Remains Widespread

A broad sector of the Nicaraguan population continues to endorse both Violeta
Chamorro and her administration, contrary to the expectations of many that the failure
to fully address critical problems had weakened public support since the February,
1990 election.! Three-fourths of the population (77%) have a positive opinion of
Chamorro (half view her very favorably). Both lesser and better educated Nicaraguans
agree in this assessment; more surprisingly; half of the Sandinista partisans also hold
favorable opinions of the President. This level of approbation equals that accorded
Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo and exceeds Chamorro’s electlon vote by twenty
percentage points (Table 1A,1B, Figures 1,2).%

Figure 2: Opinion of Chamorro Remains High;
Cabinet Members, FSLN and Contra Leaders Are Less Esteemed

77
' B Very Favorable Ky Somewhat Unfavorable
53 B Somewhat Favorable [ Very Unfavorable
41
37
) ' 36 31

s~ ’”‘"js

18

(39)

(49)

: (67  (58)
Chamorro  Lacayo Godoy D.Ortega H.Ortega  Ruben

Majorities Approve Both Cabinet and UNO

Solid majorities of Nicaraguans also endorse both the ruling UNO coalition and the
Chamorro Cabinet as a whole (61% and 62%). While Sandinista supporters are less
likely to hold a positive opinion of UNO, almost one-in-two views the Cabinet favorably
(48%; Tables 2A, 2B, Figure 3).

1. February 25, 1990 Presidential election results: Chamorro 55%, Ortega 41%.

2. For purposes of clarity, this report refers only to two political groups, the self-identified
members of UNO or its coalition parties and the self-identified Sandinistas. (A third group,
those describing themselves with no party affiliation or as "Independents,” are included in the
tables.) Only two educational groups, those with no education and incomplete primary school
and those with a completed high-school education or more, are discussed as well. See footnotes
to Tables 1A and 1B for fuller descriptions of these groups.




- Figure 3: UNO Enjoys Wide Support; Majorities Reject FSLN, Contras

I Very Favorable

40 " | B8 Somewhat Favorable
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(58)
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UNO Split Reduces Popularity of Contenders But Has Little Impact On
Party Support

The rift which has developed in the UNO coalition between those supporting
conciliation toward the Sandinistas as advocated by Chamorro’s close advisor Antonio
Lacayo, and those preferring the hardline non-concessionary approach to the FSLN
promoted by Vice-President Virgilio Godoy may be a factor behind the relatively modest
levels of support enjoyed by both (53% approval for Lacayo, 41% for Godoy; Table 1A,
Figure 2). However, only about a third of the Nicaraguan population (36%) views one
man favorably and the other disfavorably, indicating that public opinion has not
polarized. One-in four (26%) has a favorable opinion of both men, while an almost
equal number views both men with disfavor (22%; Table 1C).2

Chamorro’s Presidency Earns High Marks For Ending War, Sandinista
Rule

In addition to the wide personal endorsement given President Chamorro by the
Nicaraguan public, six-in-ten (63%) specifically express satisfaction with the way Dona
Violeta has handled the job of president. As expected, self-described Sandinistas are
more than twice as likely as the general public and four times more likely than
government supporters to be critical of Chamorro’s presidency. The higher-educated
sector of society is also somewhat more likely to express disfavor (Table 3).

3. The final days of campaigning for the office of National Assembly President took place
during survey fieldwork and was heavily covered in the news media. Both factions of UNO had
candidates for the position:  the pro-conciliation Lacayo faction, represented by Alfredo Cesar,
prevailed with the help of the Sandinista bloc votes. 'As Table 1A reveals, Cesar also receives
mixed opinions from the public.
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Probed for the principal reason for their satisfaction or dissatisfaction with her efforts
as President, twice as many of those satisfied cite either the fact that she ended the
decade-long civil war (31%) or that she abolished the Sandinista government (36%) as
mention any other reason. Motives for dissatisfaction center on the perception that she
has not fulfilled her campaign promises (28%), is indecisive (25%), or that the economy
has not begun to improve (23%). The lesser educated are almost three times more
likely to be concerned about the economy as the better educated, who in turn are most

likely dissatisfied with her indecisiveness; Table 4).*

Reform Efforts Are Also W,idelj7 Endorsed

A series of reform initiatives undertaken by President Chamorro to address critical
economic and social issues is also firmly endorsed by the Nicaraguan public. Large
majorities approve her efforts to achieve a reconciliation between all socio-political
sectors ("concertacion;" 87%), her promotion of private sector growth (80%), the
introduction of the dollar-based "gold" cordova (76%), the reduction of the military
budget (72%), and the return of confiscated properties to previous owners (68%). Only
Dona Violeta’s effort to reduce the size of the public sector is opposed, indeed by a

significant majority (70%; Table 5, Figure 4).

“"Concertacion”

Private Sector Growth

Gold Cordova

Reduce Military Budget

. Return Confiscated Property

Reduce Public Sector

Figure 4: Support for Chamorro Reforms is Widespread

(70)

(15)

(16)

28

87

80

76

72

68

Very Much in Favor

53| Somewnhat in Favor

\ Somewhat Opposed

Very Much Opposed

4. Inflation reached over 10,000% during the past year and 30-40% are unemployed.
Interviewing took place well before the initiation of new economic adjustment measures on

March 3, 1990.
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But Opinion Is Mixed On Chamorro’s Policy Toward The Sandinistas

Notwithstanding the broad expressions of support for President Violeta Chamorro
personally, for her handling of the presidency, and for her reform efforts, as many
Nicaraguans criticize her concessionary approach to the Sandinista opposition as
approve. Asked specifically for their opinion on Chamorro’s dealings with the
Sandinistas, better than four-in-ten (44%) say that Chamorro has been "too weak" on
issues involving Sandinista prerogatives. Almost as many (41%) believe her
conciliatory efforts to have been "about right," reflecting the belief that her working-
arrangement with the Sandinistas is the best approach. Less than one-in-ten believes
Chamorro has been "too strong" with the Sandinistas (most of these are FSLN
partisans). Most opinions of weakness are heard within the President’s own coalition
party: two-thirds of UNO supporters say she has been weak, a figure which echoes the
repeated assertions from some UNO factions that it is the Sandinistas, through control
of the army and the strong FNT labor union, rather than the Chamorro/UNO
administration, which in effect runs Nicaragua. An identical number of Sandinistas,
not surprisingly, expresses satisfaction with the Chamorro approach (Table 6).

Prepared by: Nancy C. Llach (619-5111) M-45-91
Approved by: Ronald H. Hinckley, Director of Research



HOW THIS POLL WAS TAKEN

This survey of Nicaraguan public opinion was conducted by means of face-to-face
interviews with 1200 adults, aged 18 and older, residing nationwide (except in the
Atlantic Coast areas -- 6% of total population). Fieldwork took place January 7 -13,
1991, with the Office of Research receiving full tables on February 21.

Survey questions were written by the USIA Office of Research and translated by the
contractor, with the analyst’s final approval. Sample construction and fieldwork were
performed by DOXA, C.A. of Caracas, Venezuela, one of the few firms to successfully
tap the majority pro-Chamorro support prior, to the February, 1990 elections.
Nicaraguan interviewers and supervisors conducted interviewing after extens1ve
training by the contractor in the presence of the analyst.

The nationally-representative sampling design combined several probability selection
methods, including stratified, systematic random, and quota selection by age and sex to
ensure distribution according to the demographic profile of the population. Ninety-five
times out of one hundred, results from samples of this design and size will yield results
which differ by no more that approximately 3 percentage points in either direction from
what would have been obtained were it possible to interview every adult in Nicaragua.
The comparison of smaller subgroups will increase the margin of error (for example, the
margin of error for self-defined Sandinistas is 5 - 7%). In addition to sampling error,
the practical difficulties of conducting a survey of public opinion may introduce other
sources of error into the results.



TABLE 1A: OPINION OF VARIOUS POLITICAL LEADERS

Question: I have a list of names of some political leaders from Nicaragua and other
countries. As I read them, I would like you tell me if you have a very
favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable
opinion of each. First of all, [xxxxxx] -- do you have a very favorable
opinion, somewhat favorable opinion, somewhat unfavorable, or very
unfavorable opinion of this person, or don’t you know who he is?

Total Public Politics?
Favor Unfavor DK/NR Gov’t Sand Ind.
(333) (223) (617)
(favorable only)

a. Miguel Obando y Bravo 76% 21% 4% 90% 48% 77%
b. Antonio Lacayo 53 35 12 62 44 50
¢. George Bush 49 41 11 73 18 - 45
d. Daniel Ortega 37 57 6 18 86 32
e. Virgilio Godoy 41 49 10 59 18 37
f. Carlos Andres Perez 64 15 21 77 58 57
g. Ronald Reagan 28 60 13 42 9 25
h. Fidel Castro 29 61 10 13 70 24
i. Violeta Chamorro 77 18 5 89 51 79
j. Humberto Ortega 36 58 6 15 81 32
k. Tomas Borge 31 62 8 10 80 25
1. Alfredo Cesar 38 42 20 52 27 32
m. Commandante Ruben . 31 42 27 47 14 27

a

For purposes of clarity, the tables and report refer only to three of
Nicaragua’s expressed political groupings. "Government" includes all
respondents who identified themselves as members or supporters of either
UNO coalition parties (Conservative (6%), Liberal (7%), Christian Democrat
(3%), or Social Democrat (3%)) or UNO itself (9%). "Sandinista" refers to
respondents who identified themselves as Sandinistas (18%). Self-described
UNO partisans are likely to have as many males as females (although the
Nicaraguan population is more heavily female, 53%; the Sandinistas are
about 55% male), older, more religious and less educated, but equally as
urban and as likely (or unlikely) to live in "luxurious," 'modest,” or
"poor" housing as their Sandinista counterparts. A large plurality (46%)
of respondents did not identify their party preference, prefering instead
to call themselves "Independents” or as having "no affiliation." (The six
percent of the population that did not answer the political affiliation
question is also included in this sector.) Analysis reveals that
approximately 70% of this group can be classified in the Chamorro camp
based on their other attitudes, while somewhat less than 20% hold views
similar to those of the Sandinista group. Demographically, the
"Independent/None" group closely mirrors the general population, save for a
tendency to be slightly more female, less educated, and poor. It may be
assumed that those who have identified themselves as having none or an
independent -affiliation either do not consider themselves members of a
specific party (party identification is not required at registration), or
have some concern at expressing opposition sentiment held over from the
Sandinista period.
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TABLE 1B: OPINION OF PRESIDENT CHAMORRO

Question: I have a list of names of some political leaders from Nicaragua and other
countries. As I read them, I would like you tell me if you have a very
favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable
opinion of each. First of all, [xxxxxx] -- do you have a very favorable
opinion, somewhat favorable opinion, somewhat unfavorable, or very
unfavorable opinion of this person, or don’t you know who he/she is?

i.  President Chamorro

POLITICS EEDUCATIONa
Total None/sm Sec. &
Public Gov’t Sand Ind. Prim’vy Above
Sample Size: (1200) (333) (223) (617) (417) (289)
Very favorable 51% 47% 4% 25% 31% 23%
Somewhat favorable 26 32 22 41 36 30
Subtotal favorable 77 79 26 66 67 53
Somewhat 19 13 31 18 18 22
unfavorable ‘
Very unfavorable 15 5 - 40 11 12 20
Subtotal unfavorable 34 18 71 29 30 42
Don’t know/ho 3 2 1 4 4 3
response -— -—— - - -—— ——
Total: 100% 99s® 98% 99% 101% 98%

& For simplification, only two educational groups are included in the

tables, "None/some primary" includes those Nicaraguans with no formal or
incompleted primary school education. "Secondary and above" includes
those respondents with completed secondary school or higher education.
The excluded middle group includes those with completed primary and some
high school education; attitudes almost invariably fall between those of
the other two groups. Generally, the higher educated sector is younger
and more predominantly male than its less educated counterpart. It is
sixteen times more likely to live in a "luxuriously" appointed house,
five times more likely to possess an automobile and a refrigerator,
almost twice as likely to own a television (86% of the higher educated
own sets), and half again as likely to live in an urban rather than a
rural area. It may be assumed that opinions of the higher educated
sector reflect relatively closely the opinions of Nicaraguan "elites.”

> Totals may not add to 100% due to rounding.
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TABLE 1C: DISTRIBUTION OF FAVORABLE AND UNFAVORABLE OPINIONS OF
MINISTER LACAYO AND VICE-PRESIDENT GODOY

Total Public:?

OPINION OF LACAYO

Favorable Unfavorable
OPINION Favorable 26% 12
OF
GODQY Unfavorable 24 22

a

Figures total 84%. The table excludes Don’t Know/No response data (16%
of total public responded Don’t Know/No answer to one or both questions on
these two men). Favorable/unfavorable figures do not sum to those given
in the larger table due to the exclusion of cases giving DK/NA responses on
the second person. Further breakdowns are available in the Office of
Research upon request.
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TABLE 2A: OPINIONS OF VARIOUS INSTITUTIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS

Question: Now I would like to ask your opinion about different institutions and
organizations which are active here in Nicaragua. As I read their names, I
would like you tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable,
somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable opinion of each. First of all,
[xxxxxx] -- do you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat
unfavorable, or very unfavorable opinion of this institution, or don’t you
know what it is?

Total Public Politics
Favor Unfavor DK/NR Gov’t Sand Ind.
, (333) (223) (617)
(favorable only)

a. United Nations 84% 7% 9% 90% 80% 81%
b. The Army 45 50 4 30 84 42
c. COSEP (Private sector) 46 32 23 62 22 45 -
d. OAS 79 11 10 88 73 75
e. FNT (Sand. labor) 45 43 13 32 80 40
f. Contra/Resistencia 40 52 8 60 14 39
Nacional
g. Catholic Church - 78 17 5 89 62 79
h. Constitution of 72 14 14 82 76 64
the Republic
-1, National Police 58 35 7 53 72 55

TABLE 2B: MORE INSTITUTIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS

Question: Here are some more names -- please tell me whether you have a very
favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable
~ opinion of each of these, or tell me if you don’t know what it is.

Total Public Politics
Favor Unfavor DK/NR Gov’t Sand Ind.
(333) (223) (617
(favorable only)

a. The National Assembly 79% 12% 10% 87% 75% 75%
b. UNO 6l 31 9 81’ 21 63
c. Sandinista Youth ' 27 65 8 12 73 19
d. DGSE (State Security) 29 59 13 21 58 23
e. Cabinet of Ministers 62 25 13 73 48 61
f. Judicial system " 65 20 16 74 65 60
g. CTN-A (Indep. Labor) 44 30 .26 59 38 36
h. FSLN--El Frente 33 58 8 13 81 28
i. Rural Police 43 37 21 59 28 . 39
4. 'FMLN (Salv. guerrilla) 22 46 32 10 58 16
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"TABLE 3: OPINION ON CHAMORRO’S HANDLING OF THE JOB

Question: Dona Violeta has been President for about nine months now. Are you
satisfied or dissatisfied with the way in which she has handled the job of
President? Are you somewhat or very [satisfied/dissatisfied]?

POLITICS EDUCATION
Total None/sm Sec. &
Public Gov'’t Sand Ind. Prim’y Above
Sample Size: (1200) (333) (223) (617) (417) (289)
Very satisfied 28% 47% 4% 25% 31% 23%
Somewhat satisfied 35 32 22 41 36 30
Subtotal satisfied. 63 79 26 66 67 53
Somewhat 19 13 31 18 18 22
dissatisfied .
Very dissatisfied 15 5 40 11 12 20
Subtotal dis’fied 34 18 71 29 30 42
Don’t know/no 3 2 1 4 4 3
response ‘ - -— -— -— -— -—

Total: 100% 99% 98% 99% 101% 98%
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TABLE 4. REASONS FOR SATISFACTION/DISSATISFACTION WITH
CHAMORRO PRESIDENCY

Question: What is the principal reason for your satisfaction/dissatisfaction with Dona
Violeta’s presidency? [OPEN- END]

Those Satisfied with Chamorro’s Handling of Job in T. 3 (63% of
total public:

POLITICS EDUCATION
None/sm Sec. &
Public Gov’t Sand Ind. Prim’vy Above

Sample Size: (756) (266) (54) (408) (272) (155)

Abolished Sand- 36% 34% 22% 39% 33% 30%
ista gov’t ‘

Ended war, Disarm- 31 29 37 31 34 37
ament, Peace ' : :

There is Liberty, 14 117 12 12 13 14
Democracy

Is accomplishing 12 12 15 12 11 - 10

what promised, way
of governing.

Econ. reforms , 3 2 7 3 4 2
Others 1 1 2 1 2 1
Don’t know/no 4 , 4 5 3 3 7

respornse - —— -— —— -— —_——

Total: 101% 99%  100%  101% 100%  101%

Those Dissatisfied with Chamorro’s Handling of Job in T. 3 (34% of
total public):

POLITICS EDUCATION
: - None/sm Sec. &
Public Gov't Sand Ind. Prim’y  Above
Sample Size: (405) (59) (160) (181) (121) (123)
Has not kept pro- 28% 22% 32% 25% 29% 29%
mises, don’t support
policies :
Does not govern well, 25 29 30 21 15 37
indecisive ,
Economy has not 23 27 18 27 33 12
improved
Sandinistas in 8 , 17 4 9 ) 11
government '
Bourgeois gov’t, 5 3 8 3 3 7
Yankee puppet
Others 5 2 5. 7 4 4
Don’t know/no 5 0 3 8 9 1
. response -—- -——- - - —— -——
Total: 99% 100% 100% 100% 99% 101%
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TABLE 5: OPINION ON PRESIDENT CHAMORRO’S REFORM EFFORTS

Question: I will read a list of some reforms that Dona Violeta wants to implement.
Please tell me how much you favor or oppose each of them. For example,
are you in favor of or opposed to reducing the number of people working
for the government? Is that very much [in favor/opposed] or somewhat [in

- favor/opposed]?

Total Public

Favor Oppose DK/NR

a. Reducing number of peoplé

working for the government : 28% _10% 3%
b. Returning some properties

confiscated by the Sandin-

istas to their previous

owners : 68 29 "3
c. Reducihg the military budget 72 26 4
d. Promoting growth of privaté'

sector 80 15 6
e. Introducing "gold" cordova 76 16 8

f. Promoting the "concertacion"
between all sectors to
reachh agreements on necessary
decisions- 87 7 6
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TABLE 6: OPINION ON PRESIDENT CHAMORRO’S DEALINGS WITH THE
SANDINISTAS

Question: In your opinion, has Dona Violeta been too strong, too weak, or about right
in her dealings with the Sandinistas?

Sample Size:

Too strong
About right
Too weak

Don’t know/no
response

Total:

POLITICS EDUCATION
Total . None/sm Sec. &
Public Gov'’t Sand Ind. Prim’y  Above
(1200) (333) (223) (617) (417) (289)
8% 2% 22% 6% 5% 15%
41 30 - 62 41 41 45
44 65 13 43 47 35
6 3 3 10 7 4
99% 100%  100% 100% 100% 99%



Final Edited Version

STATEMENT TO THE
SUBCOMMITTEE ON WESTERN HEMISPHERE AFFAIRS
OF THE
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS
March 13, 1991

PENN KEMBLE
Senior Associate
Freedom House

I have just returned from a visit to Nicaragua as a member of a Democracy Commission
organized by the Puebla Institute, a human rights organization based in Washington. This
Commission had the co-sponsorship of Freedom House, of the Americas Society and of the
American Institute for Free Labor Development of the AFL-CIO. Its members spanned a.
range of U.S. and Latin American figures who have had substantial experience with
Nicaraguan issues, among them former Speaker of the House Jim Wright, and the Peruvian
author, Mario Vargas Llosa. (A full list of the participants is attached.)

This Commission was able to conduct extended conversations with a remarkably broad and
distinguished range of Nicaraguan leaders. It has not yet had time to distill out of the large
mass of information and diverse opinions presented to it a consensus view on what is
happening in Nicaragua, or on recommendations for the policy of the United States
Government or the programs of private organizations. So what I can offer this hearing are
sir(:;sly -- and this should be stressed -- my own assessments of the situation in Nicaragua
today.

It is a situation that is not easily grasped, nor is it one that invites simple responses from
those of us who consider ourselves to be friends of that long-suffering country.

Any visitor to Nicaragua is reminded of the physical and spiritual damage that was done by
decades of dictatorship and civil war, compounded by earthquakes, hurricanes and the other
misfortunes that have earned Nicaragua the epithet "pais maldito" -- cursed country.

When the Chamorro government took office almost a year ago after Nicaragua’s very first
democratic election, it became the custodians of a nation in rubble. Actually, it was not
rubble alone: the wreckage of Nicaragua was still inhabited by a well-organized and heavily-
armed political/military force, the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN).

The first thing to be said about Nicaragua is that many Americans probably had naive ideas
about how rapidly the reconstruction of the country could proceed. We are, in particular,
inclined to underestimate the damage inflicted on societies by repressive regimes which
intrude into every aspect of economic and social affairs, as was the case with the
Sandinistas, and has been the case in Eastern Europe.

For example: the $300 million U.S. assistance program put forward just after the
Chamorro/UNO victory last year seemed to some of us to treat Nicaragua as if it were a
tabulae rasa: a clean slate on which the new government and its international supporters
could readily lay down a functioning parliamentary government and free market economic
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system. Our plans failed to take into account how much work remained to be done to clean
the Nicaraguan stables of the residues of Sandinista rule.

When Dona Violeta Chamorro took office last April there were two large armies in that
small country: a Sandinista Army, linked organically to the ruling party, of some 80,000
members, and a resistance force of close to 15,000. The Sandinista Front directly controlled
economic activities accounting for more than 40% of the nation’s Gross Domestic Product.
The educational system of the country was officiously managed by the FSLN, whose "new
math" involved teaching sums with diagrams of grenades and assault rifles. The courts, the
police, the Army, much of the media, many labor organizations and much of the social and
cultural life of the country -- all were run with the heavy hand of the Sandinista Party.

It is helpful to remember the state of the democratic movement in Nicaragua. Many of the
country’s educated and progressive-minded citizens were gone: killed, exiled, or escaped. The
opposition parties and civic organizations that remained were stunted caricatures of what
they dreamed of becoming, and they were deeply divided -- not least of all by constant
machinations of the FSLN. Even the resistance movement, as some of us who supported it
regularly complained, never developed a serious political capability.

The impressive victory won by the Chamorro campaign was therefore more a wave of
revulsion against the experience of Sandinista rule than a popular affirmation of the
programs and leadership offered by the UNO coalition. When the new government assumed
office it had no cohesive constituency and no organized political machinery on which to base
an administration.

Against this background, where do things stand today?

The picture is a mixed one. The new government can claim some very significant
accomplishments. But there is also a gloomy side. In fact, it seems warranted to worry that
the new government is fast approaching a moment of great decision: unless it pulls itself
together and embarks on a new course within the next few months, it could forfeit its
achievements and its promise, letting Nicaragua slip back into darkness, and dimming
democratic hopes elsewhere in the region.

What have been the main accomplishments? They ought not to be underestimated.
1. Large-scale military conflict has ended. The size of the Sandinista Army has

declined considerably, and the contra forces have been disbanded. This is not a
nation in civil war.

2. There is freedom of expression: a free press, freedom to organize politically, free
speech, etc. '
3. According to Lino Hernandez, director of the Permanent Commission on Human

Rights, the general atmosphere of intimidation and the state of siege upon basic
human rights that characterized the Sandinista years have ended.

4, The schools are no longer operated by zealous Sandinists partisans, and pidgin
Marxist-Leninism is no longer inflicted upon the pupils. The new Minister of
Education is Humberto Belli, who is vastly transforming the school curriculum.
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5. According to Jose Espinosa, the hard-charging President of the independent CUS
labor federation, trade union rights are generally respected.

6. Some significant steps have been taken toward a free market economy.

In the light of such impressive accomplishments, why is it that so much anxiety has arisen
about the future of a democratic Nicaragua?

This anxiety, it perhaps should be said, is not sbmething generated by obsessives who will
not sleep until the last Sandinista lies with a stake through his heart. Consider these recent
statements by a range of observers:

Mark Uhlig (The New York Times, February 3, 1991)

Mrs. Chamorro’s government remains a thin, ineffective veneer over a still
formidable Sandinista-controlled army and police apparatus.

James LeMoyne (The New Republic, March 18, 1981)

The elected Chamorro government gets to call itself the government. But the
Sandinistas control the Army; the police; the secret police; the courts; most public
cars, houses, factories and farms they looted, stole and occupied in their decade-long
squandering of Nicaragua’s resources.

"Paul Berman (The Village Voice, March 5, 1991)

« « « (Dhe Sandinista People’s Army is a supremely efficient organization with no
great history of faulty discipline. The SAM missiles are some of its fanciest weapons.
Could twenty-eight of these be shipped to El Salvador without General Ortega’s
approval? Isn't it possible that General Ortega was conducting his own foreign
policy of military aid, hoping for a Salvadoran guerrilla victory that might tip the
balance of power in Central America . . . . ! :

'Archbishop Obando y Bravo (Interview with Radio Nicaragua, Sept. 13, 1990, in FBIS,
- Latin America, Sept. 14, 1990)

. « . I would say that right now the FSLN is running the country. . . . What is
lacking in Nicaragua is a state of law. Without a state of law, people are insecure
and without any direction.

Our Commission heard comments such as these during' our visit from a number of
Nicaraguans, many of whom proved their integrity and democratic commitment over decades

:lt; opposition to dictatorship. Here, in summary form, are the principal matters that concern
em: '

1. The Political Crisis

At present, executive authority in Nicaragua is, as a practical matter, in the hands of
Mrs. . Chamorro’s energetic son-in-law, Antonio Lacayo (her Minister of the Presidency),
and a small circle of family and friends. Even before last February’s election, Mr. Lacayo
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advanced the idea that Nicaragua could not progress unless an understanding could be
reached with the FSLN. His view was not the view put forward by the UNO coalition in
the electoral campaign, but it was not without some justification: Nicaragua had to
achieve some kind of peace and civic tolerance, and the FSLN, unlike the contras, was not
disarmed under the Esquipulas Accords. Mr. Lacayo’s approach came to be the strategic
premise of the new government.

But the Sandinistas have exploited Mr. Lacayo’s generosity to maintain a paradoxical
position: they have one foot inside the democratic framework, and one foot planted solidly
outside it. They hold a significant bloc of votes in the National Assembly, and, as noted
above, they have not given up their hold on most of the institutions of the state and
economy. -.

Where it is possible to maintain this influence through legal means, the Sandinistas
accept the law. Where other means must be employed, they are. Many rural areas are
still run by the local Sandinista Army comandante, who rules by edict and fear. Factories
and even whole departments of government are controlled by Sandinistas supporters
masquerading as trade unions, who use threats and violence to terrorize their fellow
workers. The Sandinistas have seized many farms, businesses and other economic assets,
and use threats and their control of the security and justice forces to deny the rightful
owners any recourse.

The enduring power of the Sandinistas is compounded by division and weakness in the
democratic camp. The UNO coalition began breaking up even before last year’s election
campaign was over. Many of the parties in the UNO coalition are fractious fiefdoms,
maintianed chiefly to keep some personality at the political gaiming table. Even
Nicaraguans who do embrace the democratic ideal have had little chance to test their
beliefs in practice: politics is still understood as a process of personal negotiations and
deals in which the broader public has little role.

. The Economic Crisis.

As is the case today in much of Eastern Europe, political uncertainty is the decisive
obstacle to economic revival. For many of us, this turns long-established habits of thinking
upside down. We believed that first you got the economy going, and then conditions would
_ ripen for political reform. (Our foreign aid programs still reflect this conception.) But in
Nicaragua, politics seems to hold the key to economics.

One year after the democratic revolution there is still virtually no private investment in
Nicaragua, foreign or domestic. As was the case in the years after Somoza’s downfall,
Nicaragua is living on foreign aid. (Francisco Mayorga, former President of the Central
Bank, estimates that foreign assistance income amounts to one third of the Nicaraguan
gross domestic product -- more than all of its export earnings.)

One anecdote explains why. A group of prospective investors went to Nicaragua with our
Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) in June, 1990 to look at possible
investment opportunities. While they were in Managua several Sandinista labor front
organizations seized major government ministries, and the police were unwilling to move
them out. The government was in fact obliged to yield to the demands these psuedo-
strikers were making guarantees of wage and employment levels. End of OPIC
investment story. , '
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Nicaragua is certainly suffering economically, and needs foreign aid for humanitarian
reasons. But we ought not to imagine that under present circumstances we are "jump-
starting" an economy or "priming the pump" of private enterprise, or fulfilling any other
such development clichés. The engine of the Nicaraguan economy is still run largely by
the Sandinistas, and they are still stripping the parts and siphoning out the gas.

For example, we were told by several experts on finance and commerce that the banking
and credit system is still controlled by Sandinista loyalists -- both for commercial and
agricultural lending. And the loans are highly politicized.

CONAP -- a conglomerate of some 25 state corporations which in turn controls another
hundred or so companies -- is dominated by the Sandinistas. These companies still oversee
as much as 40% of domestic production, and are the main recipients of foreign credits and
guarantees. They are vastly overstaffed, inefficiently managed, and consistently looted -- I
do not think the word too strong -- by their managers.

In banking and commerce as well as in government, Nicaragua lacks mechanisms for
audit and control. Efforts by foreign lenders or donors to improve accountability often
meet- indignant objections from the managers of agencies and businesses. In addressing
these objections it is well to remember that when the FSLN left power last year, the
country’s important financial records were all destroyed. It has been estimated that $24
million was stolen from the Central Bank alone. There is a need for tough fiscal controls.

Even the non-profit sector -- groups which present themselves as cooperatives, service
organizations, charities, etc. -- is made up in the main of Sandinista-controlled or
influenced organizations. These ostensibly non-government organizations must be licensed
by the National Assembly, where the FSLN is a partner in power.

Finally, personal property itself is not yet secure in Nicaragua. Because the entire civil
and legal system was undone and semi-reconstituted during the ten years of Sandinista
government, claims can be made against any buyer or owner of property by anyone who
believes he has sufficient clout with the court or the recorder of deeds to muscle through
his claim. In a predominantly agricultural country, this has especially devastating effects.

There are, of course, other dimensions to the economic problem of Nicaragua. The new
government has been struggling to reduce the deficit, to hold inflation down, to carry out
currency devaluations, etc. Some of these efforts have been competently and even
courageously managed. But so long as the foundations of the economy are undermined by
the tunnels and sinkholes of the Sandinistas, it is hard to see how even the best technical
corrections can have much effect. '

H

. Security fears:

The tenacity of the Sandinistas and the tendency of the Chamorro government so far to
yield to them has stirred protest in Nicaragua. There are many Nicaraguans who fear
that the FSLN will respond to this protest with violence: the assassination of political
leaders and the repression of workers and campesinos with mob violence, the military, or
the police. The recent murder of Col. Enrique Bermudez by someone who showed -
professional skill and the shooting of Jean Paul Genie, allegedly by members of General
Humberto Ortega’s personal guard, both have wide significance for this reason. Both
these cases raise the issue of whether any justice can be found when there is suspicion
that high FSLN authority may be implicated. These cases also present powerful deterrents
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to skilled Nicaragua workers who may be thinking of returning home, and to prospective
foreign investors. ' .

There are also regular reports of Sandinista Army violence against political opponents in
the countryside, who are always described as former contras even though that may not be
80,

The Sandinista Army is one of the grotesque anomalies of Nicaragua today. Our group
held a long discussion with General Ortega,  who today is the pre-eminent Sandinista
leader. Although he spoke eloquently of his intention to "professionalize” the military, and
vowed his subservience to democratic authority, at the same time he explained a role for
the military in Nicaraguan society that went far beyond defense. The military is still
remarkably large -- at least 28,000 persons -- for a country that faces no serious foreign
threat. It still is providing support to guerrillas and who knows what other forces abroad.
Its finances raise eyebrows: it is widely believed to be the major conduit for cash
payments to the FSLN political leadership.

The Chamorro government has sought a pact with General Ortega, even protesting when
the U.S. government urged Soviet leaders to reduce their assistance to the Sandinista
Army. Mark Uhlig reported in The New York Times last January 15 that the Chamorro
government has even ". . . made a series of secret payments to the army that have
amounted to as much as several million dollars a month above its formal budget. . . ."

It is difficult to understand this toleration of a military establishment that has no defense
purpose, is a voracious consumer of resources, pursues its own foreign policy, and even its
own domestic policy. Some observers have suggested that Mr. Lacayo, the framer of this
relationshiop to the military, is simply following the established pattern in Central
America, where civilian authorities tread warily when they are in the neighborhood of the
cuartel. But there might be some concern that he is in fact creating an example that the
military in other countries will want to follow.

The Popular Sandinista Army is no traditional Latin military establishment. It has
considered itself to be a central agency of a social and economic transformation rejected by
the Nicaragua people. There is reason to worry that if the Chamorro government should
fail, the Sandinista army and General Ortega may feel compelled to step in not only to
"maintain order," but to indulge their grander designs.

What should the United States do now?

I believe we should be very generous in giﬁng Nicaragua foreign aid. The country is
sil.fk'ering, and there are many reasons why the United States should not allow Nicaragua to
8 » R

But even as we are generous, we should be very firm -- much more firm than we have been

so far. And we should not only be firm ourselves. We should use our new international

influence with our friends among other donor countries and with the international financial

iﬁ_stitutions to establish a strict regime for the administration of foreign assistance to
icaragua.

Some of the considerations that should be taken into account are:
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* PForeign assistance should be channeled to a diversity of institutions in Nicaragua. Funds
that are simply funneled in through the top are too subject to being skimmed or diverted
for unsavory political purposes, and will not produce the economic revival they are
intended to stimulate. It is probably gratuitous to tell members of Congress that our
public has a limited enthusiasm for foreign aid. If the hundreds of millions we are
spending in Nicaragua do not create any capacity there for self-sustaining economic
growth, it will not be easy to keep the aid flowing. Nor should it be. There are too many
other deserving uses for our aid funds in today’s world, and we cannot allow Nicaragua to
‘become an unhealthy example that other recipient countries may be tempted to follow.

* Far greater attention should be given to assistance programs that respond to the political
basis of Nicaragua’s problems. I understand that AID is currently developing a more
-careful and well-funded program for political development in Nicaragua, and that the
National Endowment for Democracy and its affiliates are planning further efforts of their
own. Nothing is more essential than a strengthening of Nicaragua’s independent political
parties, free media, business and professional associations, free trade unions, and the
array of non-government institutions that form the infrastructure of democratic life.
Municipal government is a strong check on the central authorities in Nicaragua, and
should be strengthened. It is also very important in the present climate to provide the
means for vigorous oversight in human rights.

* Donors should insist on changes in the Sandinista Army and police. Non-Sandinistas
should be integrated into the command structures of both institutions, and those most
identified with the Sandinistas should seek new careers. The Army should be brought
under the control of a civilian authority that would strictly oversee both the disposition of
military supplies and all its financial affairs.

These kinds of changes could reverse a drift which, if it continues, will soon carry Nicaragua
past the point of no return. The Nicaraguan public seems to be drifting back toward the old
habits of passivity and cynicism. "Haitian-ization" was a word we heard.

- But 1 have not given up hope for the brave and intelligent men and women who helped
make Nicaragua’s remarkable revolution. They need our help -- and sometimes our advice.
Because of pressures they face to appease those at home who have contempt for democracy,
we need to apply some counter-pressures from the other side. Now is the time to do it.

There is a legitimate argument about whether the new Nicaraguan government ought to
have followed the Lacayo policy of cooperation with the Sandinistas in the past. But it is
difficult to see how that policy can bring any real benefits in the future -- and the costs it
imposes are becoming clearer every day. :

The greatest of these costs is disillusionment among Nicaraguans toward the democratic
idea. The most disheartening aspect of a visit to Nicaragua is to find that there is no broad,
organized community of democratic sentiment and activity to provide a counterbalance to the
lingering influence of the Sandinistas. To forego the work of creating and sustaining such a

community for a relationship with the leaders of the FSLN is to give up your birthright for
a mess of pottage.

There is much talk in Managua about how the FSLN will soon split, or wither away. There
maybe some individuals in the FSLN who can play a useful role in rebuilding Nicaragua.
But, as an institution, that seems unlikely. Given what has been happening in the world,
and in the rest of Central America, the FSLN looks more and more like the political party of
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the living dead. One hopes they will quietly wither away; one worries that Nicaragua itself
may wither along with them.

The U.S. has successfully pursued a bi-partisan policy in Central America in recent years. A
policy of strict conditionality, generous aid, and active engagement in strengthening
Nicaragua’s democratic institutions is one that should attract bi-partisan support today.
Some of our friends in Nicaragua may chafe at such pressures. But I believe that, in the
end, they will thank us for them. We should always remember the situation they are in is
one that - because of our naiveté about the Sandinistas, our confusion about the relationship
between political and economic development, and our historic fickleness and unreliability
toward Nicaragua -- we helped to creafe.
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drugs, hunger, homelessness, and so many
other social problems can be driven from
every community if every community cares
enough to light the candle of hope.

God bless each and every one of you for
what you're doing, setting an outstanding
example for our great country. And God
bless the United States of America. Thank
you all.

Note: The President spoke at 12:07 p.m. out-
side the home of Foster Webster, chairman
of the Oakwood Beautification Committee.
He referred to William J. Bennett, Director of
National Drug Control Policy. At the conclu-
sion of his remarks, the President returned to
Washington, DC,

Remarks to the Council of the
Americas

May 22, 1990

Thank you for that welcome, and thank
you, Secretary Baker. Jim Baker's just back
from a very interesting and highly signifi-
cant trip to the Soviet Union, which I'm
sure you've all read about. From my stand-
point, it went very well indeed. I think he’s
done a lot of clearing the way for what I
hope will be a highly successful meeting
with Mr. Gorbachev not so many days away
from now. I want to thank him. Normally,
he’s not awake this close to his jet lag recov-
ery—it takes him a little longer—but he was
looking forward to being here. But he had a
tough and grueling trip, and it’s still, I'm
sure, on him. But I thank you very much
for being here today.

To David Rockefeller, my friend and the
chairman of the Council of the Americas, I
want to thank you. David came to see me a
while back and told me of the emphasis
that he felt should properly be placed on
Central America, South America—the
Americas—something he’s stood for for a
long time. But I will address myself to some
of those concerns in a minute. But I want to
thank him. I want to thank Ambassador
Landau and Kim Flower; and, of course,
pay my respects to my trusted right arm in
the White House in foreign affairs, General
Brent Scowcroft, who is head of the Nation-
al Security Council; to Bernie Aronson, for

whom I have great respect and with whom
I personally work very closely on a lot of
these matters—he, Jim and I and Brent—
matters affecting our common interests
here today.

I am pleased once again to speak to this
most influential group, pioneers, if you will,
in the private-sector effort to expand trade
investment between the United States and
Latin America. I'm delighted to address this
gathering after what has been a remarkable
year of change.

I told a group out in Oregon yesterday, I
can'’t think of a more fascinating time in the
recent history of our country, certainly in
the Nuclear Age, to be President of the
United States. Over the past 12 months, it
somelimes seemed that the eyes of the
world rest solely on Eastern Europe, on the
miraculous transformation that's taken
place there. Our friends in Latin America
have watched these historic events unfold
with inspiration, certainly with awe, but
also, I know, with an unmistakable sense of
anxiety—and it was this that David was
talking to me about—concern that our
active involvement in Europe will mean a
decline in the United States interest in
Latin America.

I'm here today to assure you, just as I've
assured the many Latin American leaders
with whom I've met, that the events of the
past year have increased our interests in
this region, strengthened our desire to forge
a new partnership with the growing forces
of freedom in Latin America, because the
fact is, the great drama of democracy is
unfolding right here in our own hemi-
sphere. Think about the tremendous gains
made for freedom just this past year. When
I spoke here last May, the people of
Panama were preparing to go to the polls,
even as the dictator of Panama was prepar-
ing to steal the election. And in Nicaragua,
civil war raged, the Sandinistas ruled, and
the brave men and women of the Nicara-
guan opposition were just beginning the
long campaign that led to this year’s great
victory for democracy.

In Central America—Nicaragua and
Panama; in South America—Paraguay and
Chile. All across the Americas, today more
people live under freely elected govern-
ments than ever before; and we are closer
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than ever before to the day when all the
people of the Americas, North and South,
will live in freedom. Even in Haiti, the
scene of so much human suffering and an-
guish and turmoil, the provisional govern-
ment has now announced its intention to
hold free elections. This Thursday, I will be
meeting with the new leader of Haiti,
where we're sure to discuss ways that we
can support democracy in Haiti.

In all of Latin America, only Cuba re-
mains—Castro’s island—isolated, totally out
of step with the democratic tide. But today
we're celebrating the anniversary of Cuban
independence. And let me say with certain-
ty that even in Cuba the dream of democ-
racy can only be pushed back a little, only
deferred; it will never be destroyed.

As we in the United States welcome our
Central and South American neighbors into
the ranks of democracy, we must offer
them our help and something more: we
must offer them our respect, the respect
due one free nation from another, and the
outstretched hand of partnership.

I've been working with Jim and- Brent
and others to strengthen our ties. Just this
year alone, I've met with Presidents Barco
[Colombia]l, Paz [Bolivia], and Garcia
[Peru), at the Andean drug summit in Car-
tagena. It was a good meeting, incidentally.
Here in Washington, I've hosted Presidents
Carlos Andrés Pérez [Venezuela), Paz
Zamora, Cristiani [El Salvador], and Endara
[Panama), Collor de Mello [Brazil], Cal-
deron [Costa Rica), and Callejas [Honduras],
and Prime Minister Manley [Jamaica] as
well. And in each case, I've come away
from our talks with a strong sense of opti-
mism, and [ believe every one of those
leaders left the White House knowing that
the U.S. is engaged as never before in the
future of this hemisphere.

While from country to country conditions
differ, we know now that our challenge is
to consolidate democracy and accelerate de-
velopment. That means advancing the intel-
lectual revolution now sweeping Latin
America, a movement away from stale stat-
ist doctrines; away from dictatorships of the
right and the left; toward democracy, free
government, free enterprise; toward -the
true political and economic empowerment
‘of the people themselves.
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That means encouraging, for the first
time in many cases, genuine free market
reform. Even in the countries that claim no
kinship with communism, true free enter-
prise did not exist. In practice, economies
were often organized to ensure the prosper-
ity of the people in power, not to open an
avenue toward upward mobility for anyone
ready and willing to work.

Peruvian - economist Hernando de Soto
describes the maze of bureaucratic barriers
that stood in the way of the entrepreneur
and stifled economic growth in his country.
De Soto also shows how much Lima, Peru’s
capital, owed its economic vitality to what
he calls the informal sector, the thousands
of individual and enterprising individuals
doing business without the consent of the
state. De Soto’s prescription, and mine—is
to free this economic force, unleash the mil-
lion sparks of energy and enterprise, let the
incentive of reward inspire men and
women to work to better themselves and
their families.

Already, Latin America is discovering this
path. In Brazil and Bolivia, in Argentina,
Venezuela, Mexico, Costa Rica, and Jamai-
ca, free market reforms are going forward,
creating space for private initiative to take
hold and flourish. And as they succeed and
as they reap the rewards that will follow
this—I would say what will certainly be a
painful transition—these nations will bring
others along in their wake.

We in the United States must do all we
can to ensure the future of free markets in
the Americas because our nation has a stake
in the economic health of this hemisphere.
We know that since the late seventies Latin
America’s share of all US. trade dropped
from 10 percent of all U.S. exports down to
7 percent. And yet last year, for the first

time ever, two-way trade between the

United States and Latin America topped
$100 billion. As that trade continues to
grow, so will the link between our prosperi-
ty and the prosperity of our Latin American
partners.

Let me provide just a few statistics to
drive home this point. Last year the Colom-
bian economy grew 3 percent; U.S. exports
to Colombia rose 9 percent. Mexico’s econo-
my grew 3 percent, and U.S. exports to that
country climbed 21 percent. In Chile, with
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an overall growth rate of 10 percent, UsS.
exports increased by triple that rate—more
than 30 percentage points.

The most effective way to ensure expan-
sion of trade between the United States and
Latin America is for all countries of the
hemisphere to support a successful Uruguay
round. The ambitious agenda in the Uru-
guay round, including proposals for signifi-
cant multilateral tariff reductions, will bene-
fit our Latin American trading partners. We
are committed to the expansion of trade
and investment liberalization, and we seek
Latin American support for these very im-
portant  objectives. In addition, the
strengthened debt strategy launched last
spring has reinvigorated market-oriented
economies and reinvigorated the reforms in
Latin America. These economies help pro-
vide the needed foundation for democracy
itself.

That's why I'm so pleased to report on
the progress we've made this past year
under the Brady plan. Mexico, Venezuela,
Costa Rica have all reached agreements
with their creditors on ways to reduce their.
debt, ways to complement their efforts to
restructure their economies along free-
market lines, because in the long term, the
free market remains the only path to sus-
tained growth.

We all know the private sector plays a
crucial role. Taking advantage of new in-
vestment opportunities is good for business;
but at this critical moment, there’s some-
thing beyond the bottom line, something
that can’t be measured simply in terms of
GNP. The role the Council of the Americas
can play—expanding trade and strengthen-
ing the private sector—that role contributes
not just to economic growth but to the
growth of democracy itself.

Now, there is, of course, an important
role for government to play as well, espe-
cially during the difficult days of transition
from dictatorship to democracy. That’s why,
frankly, I've called on Congress to provide
$800 million in emergency economic aid to
Panama and Nicaragua. We have a big
stake in this. This aid is critical.

A little over a week ago, 1 received a
letter from President Chamorro, Violeta
Chamorro, just 3 weeks into her term in
office, telling me that Nicaragua was bank-
rupt. And yet, for more than 2 months now,

this emergency aid has been bogged down
on Capitol Hill. To give you an idea of the
magnitude of this problem, in March I re-
quested $800 million for Panama and Nica-
ragua, asking that this bill be finished on
April 5th—April 5th. It's now May 22d, and
the funds for Panama and Nicaragua have
been reduced by $80 million, even though
$1.4 billion in extra spending has been
added to this legislation. Finally, it appears
the Congress may act this week on this vital
measure. For the people of Nicaragua and
Panama, meanwhile, democracy hangs in
the balance.

So, let me again say to the Congress: The
fate of freedom rests in your hands. Do the
work of democracy and pass this emergency
aid package now.

Today I began by speaking about the
changes that have riveted world attention
on Europe. Part of the power of the story is
that it can be told in intensely personal
terms, as the story of the dissident play-
wright who is now President or of the elec-
trician who came to symbolize his people’s
hopes for freedom. Democracy’s advance in
Latin America has produced its share of
heroes, and today I'll close with three from
one country alone, Latin America’s newest
democracy, Nicaragua.

For 4 years, beginning in 1979, the year
the Sandinistas took power, Enrique Drey-
fus was head of Nicaragua’s Supreme Coun-
cil of Private Enterprise, a private-sector
group in many ways similar to this one. His
criticism of Sandinista rule put him on the
Sandinista black list and landed him in
prison. Today, with the Sandinistas swept
from power, Enrique Dreyfus is not just
free from persecution, he is Nicaragua’s
new Foreign Minister.

In 1985 members of the Sandinista inter-
nal security force beat Sofonias Cisneros for
criticizing the way the Sandinistas had po-
liticized the schools. Today Mr. Cisneros is
Minister of Education.

And on July 10th, 1988, opposition leader
Myriam Arguello was beaten, taken from
her home in the middle of the night by
Sandinista police, tried, and sentenced to 6
months in prison. Today Myriam is Presi-
dent of Nicaragua’s freely elected National
Assembly.
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These three stories underscore in person-
al terms the truly revolutionary political
change that’s taken place not just in Nicara-
gua but across the Americas, change that
proves beyond doubt that the day of the
dictator is over and democracy’s day has
come.

For our part, we in the United States
must do all we can to help secure for all the
Americas the freedom, the peace, and the
prosperity we enjoy. Please, keep up, more
now than ever, your important work in
guaranteeing that democracy succeeds in
this precious hemisphere of ours. Thank you
for what you're doing, and God bless the
United States of America. Thank you all
very much,

Note: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. in
the Loy Henderson Conference Room at the
Department of State. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Secretary of State James A. Baker
HI; George Landay, president of the coun-
cil; Ludlow Flower I, managing director
of the council and pice president of the
Americas Society; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant
to the President for National Security Af-
fairs; and Bernard W, Aronson, Assistant

Secretary of State Jor Inter-American Af-
Jfairs.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater
on the Killing of Palestinian Laborers
in the Israeli-Occupied Gaza Strip
May 22 1990

The President wishes to extend his sym-
pathies to the families of the Palestinian
workers who lost their lives in the tragic
killings in Israel on Sunday, May 20. The
President is also deeply troubled by the vio-
lent aftermath to these deaths. Besides ex-
pressing condolences to the families of all
those who have lost their lives amidst the
subsequent violence, the President calls
upon ‘the Israeli security forces, as well as
others, to act with maximum restraint. Ad-
ditional bloodshed and loss of life will only
compound the tragedy.

It is not enough, however, to deplore
what has happened and to call for restraint.
It is essential to address the political issues
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that lie at the core of the region’s strife,
Based on experience, we believe that vio-
lence in the Middle East will continue and
possibly grow so long as there is an absence
of a promising peace process that nourishes
hope among Israelis and Palestinians alike.

The United States remains committed to
promotinig such a political process. We be-
lieve that the initiative of the Government
of Israel, which the United States has been
trying to implement, offers the best path to
a negotiating process that would protect Is-
rael’s security, further the legitimate politi-
cal rights of Palestinians, and bring about a
broader reconciliation between the State of
Israel and its Arab neighbors. We look for-
ward to the quick emergence of an Israeli
government that is capable of making deci-
sions on issues of peace and is committed,
just as we are, to moving ahead on the
peace process.

Statement on Signing the Biological
Weapons Anti-Terrorism Act of 1989
May 22, 1990

I am pleased today to sign S. 993, the
“Biological Weapons Anti-Terrorism Act of
1989.” This Act will impose new criminal
penalties against those who would employ
or contribute to the dangerous proliferation
of biological weapons, and it will add teeth
to our efforts to eradicate such horrible
weapons. I salute the bipartisan consensus
in the Congress that has demonstrated its
support for this humanitarian objective and
the leadership’s commitment to our shared
goal of destroying forever the evil shadow
these weapons have cast around the world.

The United States has renounced these
weapons, as have all civilized countries, by
joining the Biological Weapons Convention
of 1972. Scrupulous compliance with the
obligations of that Convention and similar
prohibitions against the use of chemical
weapons are essential to the security of all
mankind. I call upon the leaders of all na-
tions to join us in our drive to rid the world
of biological and chemical weapons and to
do everything in their power to stop the
proliferation of these weapons of mass de-
struction. We must halt and reverse the
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are doing. One of the Governors encour-
aged me in the meeting in there to encour-
age the people of this country to support
State and local initiatives that have to do
with making the educational system better.
And certainly, I am prepared to do that,
just as I am grateful to the Governors for
their participation in setting these goals.

In the coming months, we’ll work togeth-
er with Congress on legislation to increase
flexibility in Federal funding in return for
enhanced accountability. And you, the Na-
tion’s Governors, have committed to break
the bureaucratic shackles that smother in-
novation and stand guard over the status
quo. Although the Federal Government tra-
ditionally has a limited role in education—
and we all respect and acknowledge that it
is the dynamism at the State and local level
that achieves excellence—I promise you
that this administration is determined to
walk with you every step of the way.

When I next meet with my Cabinet,
many of whom were with us there in Char-
lottesville, I'll ask each to work with our
domestic policy adviser to devise strategies
that can support your efforts and those of
your communities in helping to achieve
these goals. I will work with you to establish
a bipartisan group to ensure that proper
and constructive measurements of our edu-
cational performance are developed where
they don’t already exist. And this group is
going to report to me each year on the
progress we make.

And I'm calling on America’s private
sector to be a third party in this enterprise.
We need to know from them what the
workplace will need and expect of our citi-
zens in the 21st century. And we need their
talent and their commitment to help move
this reform effort forward. And finally, I
will do everything I can to provide the na-
tional leadership and energy to keep educa-
tion in the forefront of America’s domestic
agenda.

The work ahead will not be easy. We're
traveling uncharted waters. And never
before have we as a nation set such goals
for education. And never before have the
Nation’s leaders stepped forward to say we
are willing to be held accountable for the
results of this process. And never before
have the President of the United States and
the Governors joined together in a partner-
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ship and a long-term commitment on i
single issue.

If we can accomplish just one thing
today—and it may be the simplest and yet
most valuable of all—it is to send a message
to parents, teachers, community leaders,
and every other American: These goals are
not the Governors’ goals. They’re not the
President’s goals. They are the Nation’s
goals. And we are rejecting the status quo,
raising our sights, investing our faith in the
American people. And so, today I hope the
Governors and the Cabinet will join me in
extending a challenge to all Americans to
adopt these goals as their own and to take
aim now at the year 2000 and to enlist
every cunce of American innovation,
energy, resolve in the effort to achieve
these education goals and prepare this
nation for the challenges of a new century.

Thank you all very, very much for your
superb cooperation.

Note: The President spoke at 11:59 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House. Prior to
his remarks, the President met with mem-
bers of the association in the Blue Room.

Statement on the Election of Violeta
Chamorro as President of Nicaragua

February 26, 1990

In this remarkable year of political
change, democracy -won another victory
yesterday. I am most pleased that there has
been a free and fair-election in Nicaragua
and that the results are being accepted by
both sides.

I am sending messages to Mrs. Chamorro
congratulating her on her victory and to
President Ortega congratulating him on the
conduct of the election and his stated will-
ingness to abide by the results. The United
States looks forward to working with Mrs.
Chamorro’s new government in support of
her state i reconciliation
and - egdnomic reconstructionand with
i helping ensure a peace-
ful transition of power. I have talked this
morning with Venezuelan President Carlos
Andrés Pérez, and we agree completely on
the need to help all parties in Nicaragua to
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achieve a peaceful reconciliation and trans-
fer of power.

We also- congratulate the international ob-
server delegations whose activities, which
took place at the request of the Sandinista
government, helped ensure an open and
safe electoral process. There were many,
but I want to mention delegations led by
former President Jimmy Carter and former
Governor Dan Evans, the United Nations
delegation led by former Secretary Elliot
Richardson, and the OAS [Organization of
American States] delegation led by Secre-
tary General Baena Soares.

We hope that all sides in this hotly fought
contest will extend the hand of reconcilia-
tion and cooperate together in rebuilding
their country for the good of all Nicara-
guans. There is space in a democratic Nica-
ragua for the expression of all political
points of view. We also hope that the cease-
fire will be reestablished immediately and
respected by all sides. Given the election’s
clear mandate for peace and democracy,
there is no reason at all for further military
activity from any quarter.

We are confident the international com-
munity will strongly support the results of
yesterday’s elections and will join in the
effort to help all Nicaraguans to rebuild
their country.

Executive Order 12704—Amendments
to Executive Orders Nos. 11830, 12367,
and 12692

February 26, 1990

By the authority vested in me as Presi-
dent by the Constitution and laws of the
United States of America, including the Re-
habilitation Act of 1973, as amended (29
US.C. 701 et seq.), the Federal Advisory
Committee Act, as amended (5 U.S.C.
App.), and the Small Business Act, as
amended (15 U.S.C. 631 ef seq.), and to re-
flect developments in connection with -Ex-
ecutive Orders Nos. 11830, 12367, and
12692, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Amendments to Executive
Order No. 11830, as amended, “Enlarging
the Membership of the Interagency Com-
mittee on Handicapped Employees.” Sec-

tion 1, subsection (11) of Executive Order
No. 11830, as amended, is revised to read
“Chairman of the President’s Committee on
Employment of People with Disabilities (Ex
Officio).” A new section 2 shall be added to
Executive Order No. 11830, as amended,
which shall read as follows: “Sec. 2. The
Interagency Committee on Handicapped
Employees shall also be referred to as the.
Interagency Committee on Employment of
People with Disabilities.”

Sec. 2. Amendment to Executive Order
No. 12367, as amended, “President’s Com-
mittee on the Arts and the Humanities.”
Section 3(b) of Executive Order No. 12367,
as amended, is revised to read as follows:
“Any administrative support or other ex-
penses of the Committee shall be paid, to
the extent permitted by law, from funds
available to the National Endowment for
the Arts and the National Endowment for
the Humanities, as determined by the
agreement of those agencies.”

Sec. 3. Amendment to Executive Order
No. 12692, “Continuance of Certain Feder-
al Advisory Committees.” Section 1(a) of
Executive Order No. 12692, which contin-
ues until September 30, 1991, the Advisory
Committee on Small and Minority Business
Ownership, is hereby revoked. The remain-
ing sections 1(b) through 1(k) are relettered
sections 1(a) through 1(j).

George Bush

The White House,
February 26, 1990.

(Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis-
ter, 4:45 p.m., February 26, 1990]

Remarks Announcing the Publication
of the Guidebook “Growing Up Drug
Free: A Parent’s Guide to Prevention”

February 26, 1990

The President. Thank you, all of you. And
welcome, all of you, and welcome to the
White House. We are here, as Secretary Ca-
vazos, our outstanding Secretary of Educa-
tion, said, to unveil this little book. And I
must say I cheated; I saw it ahead of time.
[Laughter] 1 saw it when we were walking
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join the Sociatist Internationad in ihe futuré. So, they are
going 0 have 1o do well in thix west, beeause il they
cheose o intensify the violence, this would be seen by
qualificd obscrvers whu would sepurt it 10 Buropean
corunittees of solidarity and 1o the Socialist Tnterna.
tional.

Ramirez: Godoy Creates 'Matianal Crisis'

Pd TRNSNS 2990 Mernermeer Sivternn Nrrioand
i Tl eiion Molon bl pnda 38 A0 4387 20 Lap M)

[Fram the independent newaenst YExtravision™]

[Bratement by former Viee Dresident Sergio Ramirez 1
Managua on 27 Soplembor—iceorded)

[Text] I have a repont from United Press [nternational
which 3ayy that tomorrow the vice prosident of the
Republic is preparing to entcr by force, according to his
own statement, the presidential palace 1o ke charge of
the presidency, which is being denied to him, I consider
this a pational erisis. Perhaps tomacrow...in a vielent
wav...] do not know how thcy [not further identitied]
will, or if they [not further ideatified] will, let the vice
president enter the presidential palace. We must prepare
for a situation like that. I have in my hand a press sgency
report with his siatements. Thix inu erisis in the country.

Chamarro’s Governlag Authority Defended

P4 2809053890 Managua Sistema Nucienu! de
Television Nepvork in Spanish 0400 GMT 28 Sep 90

iFram the independent newscast “Fxtravision™]

[Text] The National Oppositien Umion Polibical Canncil
is meeting tonight to discuss the decision of Viee Presi-
dent Visgilio Godoy, who will try ta nasume command of
the country tororow in President Chamorro's absence.
Enpineer Alfredn Cesar, who is cinse ta the president,
said that this decisinn can be revoked by the president
from New York.

[Refin Cesar recanding] My position 18 that President
('hamorro can be the president from whereser she is.
‘T ers is no law which says othicrwise, There is, however,
af comiitetional mandate that can bhe interpreted in
fferend ways. Legally, I believe, theretore, thal as long
she does nol specificaily appoint anyone to actin her
phsence, she is president of the Repalhie. In my opinion,
she could annul any action that ig carried out n her
name. [erd rezarding]

Chamorro Addresses LN General Assembly

PA27019235290 Managua Domestic Service in Spantsh
454 GMT 27 Sep 80

[$peech by President Violewa Chamorro’sl the United
Madions (lenenid Asszrnbly in Now Y h-——iivc]

[Text] 1IN (General Assembly president, friendy heuding
the varous defegihions, my deiz N Secrctary Lienera)

FRIS-LAT-90-180
18 Saptenthir 1999

Mr. Perez de Chellar, and honorable delegatign ment-
bers: I recall thit the United Nations was formed 48
years apo to replact weapons with farming ieols. We
Micaraguans aré making the United Nation's dresm
brecame a reality] The Nicaraguan people voted for peace
on 23 February, [with the support-of the United Nationa,

This date marks|a splendid moment in cur history. After
haif a century pf oppression, the Nicxmguaz pecple
whrd 10 be ptisoners of Ideningiss and dicstomhing
The sleass AU al{ausanas sf bl isazagunns at o sieseml
precinets changad. It hagame a vigorous cry that rejecied
vivieuus aud suppoted civic and peaceful ways 1a seive
social conflicts |and political differsncey, Nicamguans
voted for the cunrent government, which  am horored to
preside oves, Tnthis way, Nicaragua joined all the other
countries that have ¢hasen freedom.

The United Natjons guaraniced our clections—the only
iruly free clectinns held in Nicaragua in its 169 years as
a repubilic, 1, like many other Nicaraguans of my gener-
ation, had the riunity to vote freely for the first
time. In the name of all Nicoraguans, | sincerely thank
this world forum, all the other international orgeniza-
linns. and (he nations that supported our desire to atrain
freedom. You Qave made it powsible for Nicarngua 10
begin 2 new erajsfler 25 February.

In only five manths we have sttained peace. We have
successfully masaged vo demabifize and disarm 21,000
Nicaraguan resifiance members. In leas than five months
we have subsiantially reduced the Nicarsguan Armed
Forces, The Army that previcualy had 96,000 men now
has 34,000 memibers, We have alao mani U Fentiove
weapons (hal were previously in the hands of civiliens,
More than 18, rifles that were held by- political
seciors have bedn buried under cement.

We are also prpmolmmg negotiationg for the limitation
and reduction of weapons and saldiers. On (his matter,
Nicarapua has st the example by desroying waapons,
which | have delivered 10 the UN Gencral Assembly
miesident todayl We view the disarmgnent sgreements
reached by the Unlted States anxd the USSR 4s & am-
structive humanitarian step.

ething elze, Mr. President. Today 1
would like to proclaim democraty 89 8 heritage of
hurmanity. The gessibility, however, of loging the democ-
racy ihat has co3t Nicaragus 30 many sacrifices mus be
viewed with dess concermn. 'We musl start 2 process that
will effectively bring peace and demoeratic stability to sl
ca. If we da 10t consolidate pesos el if
. Mr, Presiden, we -would bk crasing
one of America’h achievements, From this forutm, there-
fore, I call all warld democracies 4o make 2 commitment
to Nicaraguza democtacy. Nicaragua had nevey exjoyed
the freedom anf respect for human rights thie i has
experienced in the five montha that thls new government
han besn in power. .

But there is &

In Nivaragua, ig Nicaraguan peopls ane ne longer afraid-

of living in theid fatherland; in Nlcargua, peuple ans no

o4
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tonger afrmid af working; ip Nicaruguz, people are no
jonger aimaid of crivicizing the government; and in Nic-
arague, prople are e longer afraid of producing.

Small peasanis, industriaiists, and merchants may fresly
scl) und by their goods in the marketplace, Parents are
no longer wiraid for their children, In Nicaragua, people
are no longe? Biraid 12 study, and people are no longes
afraid w thiok differenily. There is no fear about the
future. |t Nicarapua people are not afruid of peace.
fuisling the words uf His Holiness Pope John Past 11,
promoting, development is the pew meaning of peace
tnday. On behalf of all Nicarapuans, I ¢an Bnnounce 10
this world forura today thast the Nicarugean people have
faith in Guod, in frezdorn, in democracy, in our father-
fand, in oursclves, and in all sister nations that have
given us theis support and undérstanding.

There is something even more importent, Mr president.
My fatherland, Niaragua-=besides following the treads
of the demacratic chanpys iu the warld—-is the new fruit
of 2 regionsl movement, which the United Nations
promoted with ¢reativaty and ipnovation. i have the
femar of fepresenting my counly in 3 special year in
mixlern history. Micaragus I8 fivmly detcrmined fo
reraain free of hegemunic intercsts. Micaragud, a5 &
wember of the Nanaligaed Movement, will assume the
chalienge of overcuming the ideoiogical barriers that
have sepurated us,

Nicaragua condemns the Jraqi invasion of Kuwait and
supparts the UN Security Coungil's resolutions, We also
walpome the release of Nclson Mandela and support the
end of racism and spantheid. The ceunification of the
German peoples 1 significant for my govieament, and il
congtitules a vivid crample of reconcilintion, My dream
is n unified Central Ameriea; & demifitarized Central
Amcricn: u free Central Amenca; 2 Cuntral America in
permanent diwlogue; dod 2 Censral America making
progress. .

We hupe the world shares and continue 1o support the
efforts for @ democratic and derniliterived Central
America tree from all kinds of military presence. Wa
hepe 1o proclaim 1hig part of the world as a vene of peace

and cooperation suwe day. 1015 time 10 say enough of

violence nnd arms buildup. B is tume to work for the
suprernacy of vivilian socicty uver weapons. No Central
American must bow his head or humiliaie his dignity
pefore tie strength oF coercion of weapons or diciator-
ships.

We have begun the grem revolution of nonviolence; the
vivic and democratic revoluling of votes; and the reve-
lutiun of respect for man and his dignity, his [reedom,
and hig dghts. We helieve the understanding among
nations 3¢ 8 means of ackicying international recon¢ili-
ation. This revoliction, which is umting Ceniral America
even avore, is making progress toward 8 palitical integrae
ucn through the creation of the Ceatral Ameican I'ar-
liament.

CENTRAL AMERICA 11

We aspire to the crealjon of 3 Central- American 2cé-
nomic community. We have ngresd On @ joist Rrstegy
that Will allow our ergnomies o participata compoti-
uvely and cstablish 2 significant sconpomic sotien plan
for ihe regwn. We ¢annot reduce ocursclves t0 Qus
regional sphem. An Iberoamerica was the gonl of Beli-
var, and it is the mame of our greater community.
Nanthing great has bee sccomplished in our America if
our America is not wmited. Our preat revelutions were
made with the awarcness uf that unity, which is rebom
ugain today with the copquest of damocracy. Only in that
cormmiunity of regions Will we have the power 10 solvathe
comsmon and grave problems, such as the foreign debt,
and have our scunomy participate on the international
market.

wa are ymall and poor] Ms, pregident, but aur ideals give
s stature. The nationsl soconciliation that wa seek in
Nicuragua and the injlernationsl recancillation in the
world has no other objeetive than W strengthen the state
of faw. The smaller mg:;eakcru cauntry Is, hke ours, the
more 1L knows and feais the human vajue of the law. In
this seost, and on behall of Nicaragud, § proclsim our
firm Gecision to suppdrt the decade of internaticnal Jaw.

Mr, President, Megard. Liclegats, allow me 1o return Lo
the urgent preseat day demands and then torn to the
cncyuraging prospeelq Tor the future. When honoring ees
gex, it hus heea said that 2 woman is the guardian ange!
of the present. This s (hat 8 woman knpwa thatithe
future is based on thef present. Undoubitadly, we Micara-
guans bave opened paths of prase and demoacracy.

Nicaragua foces a sitdation today that is similar 10 what
muny caunirics conf nted &t the end of World War 11,
We undersiand that independence is fundamental end it
is (he starting puigt for reyctivaling our economy
through u national gnd saciotccnomic agreement, We
Nicaraguans—workers, businessmed, and the govern-
ment—initiated that|process on 20 September. Thisis a
new style uf governnyent in Nicaragua. We reognizaand
assume 1he responsibility thut is nesded 10 corry out
adjustments and chenges that will make our ccOnDILY
viable, This effort must be complemented, however,
with inlernationa} cavperation, inciuding the granting of
preferentinl freatrment.

We understand 1plefnational vonperation not as 3 gub-
stitute fur our own dfforts, but ns B necessary element 1o
achieve a sustained (levelopmen?, based on our ¢ffective
integration int0 in eraations! trade. To supporl our
demacracy is to extand the borders of libenty aad justics
worldwide. Thase fho have undemtood it this way,
realize thut the democrutization of Nicaragua and its
WHIOMIC FECOVETY 27T § ACLISRAFY and significant feclor
in consolidaling paice in the region. On thix point, !
wanl 10 emphasize that supporting ha imegration of
thousands of Nicafaguan refugees, the displaced, the
demobilized Nivaraguan resistance, and soldicrs uffected
by he Army reduslion repeesend 8 crueial task for the
future of peace and democnavy in my country.

8as
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1 CENTRAL AMERICA

Finally, on the Jarge forcign demt burden shouldered by
gur countries, diverse initiatives and stracgies have
signified, in sume cases, 3 real advancement. We view
with oplimism President Rush's Initiative for the Amer-
icas, which i3 based on proposils on trade, debt, and
investments. It should be carefully reviewed by our
countrics. Our efforts, however, afc not enough, (s
necessary for the interntiianal community {v make a
greater coniribution o that we can beiter handle the
heavy foreign deht burdea.

If {he intapnational community inakes & groater contfs
tuiion, vur countrics cin then channed their finanvial
renurces toward the urgent, econamis and surial necds
that they face. T think that the rencgotintion of the debt,
under peneficial (erms fof the Central Amencan ¢oun-
(ejes, should he viewed asa moral issue, H should not he
viewed from the prism of eromomic interests, hut as &
necessary condilion so that many countries can resnlve
ine painful erisis of development, which uffects us all,
Cnly if this happens will we be nble to creste and
heguedth & fairee and more stable wozld to the men and
women of omemow, who sre the children of taday, our
¢hildesn, our grandcrundeen, and miher children like
them, for wham we must struggle, and as my husband
Pesdro Joaquin Chamorrs used 10 say, £ven die for, In
that sense, w¢ €XPress OUT determined support of the
world summit for ¢hildren.

Mr. President, messrs, delepnics, Nicaragua is like a rock
pinuedd by geogmphy and history in the middle of the
Amerizan world, The prditical and social winds nnd all
the universal citrrents lash out against that rock, All of
our heroes have struggled against empires and axainst
invading forces. The destiny nf our pationality overtlows
our burders. That is why, il there i & country thal has
salidatity, desp solidarity with this organivation, itismy
fasherland. Do nat jeave ug alone. Thank you very muth,
{applause]

Panamn

e
01l Negotiations With Vencaiels, Mexico Reported
FA2709180790 Panama City’Radlo K W Continente
in Spanish 1200 GMT 26 Sep b0

[Report on news confbrence by acling Commerte and
industries MinisterRoberto Alfato with unidentified
repurter; place eng date not given—italicized passages
sre recorded]

FBIS-LAT-$0-189
18 Septembex 199

{Text) Acting Commerce and Industrien Mi
erto Alfaro has reported that Panpma is curten!
tiaving with the Veaczuelan Governmsat 10

tion (o the problem of Panama's oil supply 20
price per barrel f crude oil, Roberto Alfaro/di
the meeting betwgen the Commercs and Indypstri
ister Juan Chevaljer and the Venezuelan

scussed

|Alfaro] Minister| Chevaller met today with Vengzuelan

Energy and Minds Minister Celestino Arrfas, They dis-
custed the poszibility of reaching same 28 ments on the
purchase nf ¢il at & special price and in quahtities that will
satis/y the nords df the natlor Minister Kerseemad
rather eptimistic|during the telephone nversation we
had today. 1le hak & second round of talls tomorrow with

Minster Armas, however, and we thi,
agreement with Wenezuela will be
rountd, the resultsjof whick the min
morning of 27 Sdotember. For talx
1u ba at the airj se that we san
tion, /

Minisler Roberip Alfaro discus
tisas that Juan Chevalier is pro

[Alfarc) Wr canptof ask Venezudid fer the 24,000 barrels,
of cuurse, but we are asking if ta guarantee us af {east
12.060 batrels, which Is half on 50 percent of that. Os the
other hand, we gré, of coursefirying to get a fixed price.
Wwe hope Ii will Be no kigher ipan 821, but any limit on or
below §2R~—whick is what ye have been paying for the
latest shipmoen b very beneficial for Panama
ond would prevehit us from Having 10 Increase any cosls for
the consurmer up uniil 31 Pecember 90.

Lastly. the minjster taik /A about the relations hetween
Mexico and Papama B refered to A meeting with the
Mexican ol mipister,

[Alfaro) We hape beert buying fram Mexico, but Mexlco
has noi given up any purchasing gudranies yer; perhaps
in November (1|will. We have a trip planred fob Minister
Chevelicr withili one or hve weeks per&apt. wifl meet
with the Mexican efergp minisier to ser i wecat reach
an agreement With! Mexico that 18 similar to the one we
reached with ¥

(Reporier] Pol
the price of &lf
yau tell us?

tAlfaro] { do flot know in what sensé it has betr politi-
vized. We afe \warking in a vary tecknical manner and
very much ifi Hne with the decisions made by the Cabinet
and the pregiddnt of the Republie. ] do not think thers has
been anyt. ngipamical aboul that.

that a formal
hed dyring this

will invite Vhe press
e you that informa-

the specific negotia-
ing in Veneczuela:

n'frufln.
1ifal elrcles have 2ald what :;::d'pmblm af
4 Panama has baen polliicized, What can

wil! discuss on the

%]%]3)
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Nicaraguan Narienal Anthem

Hail ro thee, Nicaragua, in youl land

voice ot Lhe cannon no longer roars:

t.he
nur does the ploud of our Lrothers stain
your glorious bicalorcd banner.

Lhe prace under your sKY,

snine briant
immortal glorys

rarnlsh your

nothing will
nubile dictinetion

Lhnt work Lo youl

your Lyiumphant 1esson.

and honor

g e
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the need for education

peacemaker in LA, changing tides, overcoming guerrilla warfare to
become great leader

t her, time to stand behind country, prove

mocracy works -- is fair way to run, etc.

Inaugural Address:

--"a new sun of justice and freedom"

--Republic rose again -- result of desire for Democracy,
dream '

--the Blue and White Nicaragua where "the cannons will
never, never roar again

--respect )

--we_can only be free if we are brothers

‘ﬁ!’ - Santa Libertad!

==triumphant return of peace

--to live together

--1) consolidate democratic liberties; 2) promote economic
production; 3) reduce social inequiality; 4) spirit of
reconciliation (instill)
w‘ dignity
--ending militarism N
--definitive, firm, and lasting peace
--community spirit

--régonciliation: most important task for divided and
impoverished Nicaragua

--courageous; idealistic, open-minded people
(Ruben Dario -- "Ode to Theodore Roosevelt," classic of cultural
nationalism; best Sp-Am modernist poet

TOAST: :

--her place in histdry; peacemaker and great liberator

--Democracy in Latjin America

- ol of democracy and peace; free elections;
(i::zﬁgg?,ship of state

--reconciliation

@i- an dignity
“=edpcation and moral values in a Nicaragua where liberty and
puman rights .

3t her people
deep regard for you and your efforts to carry on the
ion of your husband

!



TWO THEMES: free and/fair elections; movement of freedom and
democracy throughout:ypg;d (hemisphere)

--problem of securing property rights; break from intellectual
imperialism toward capitalism

--population dmoralized by private property confiscated (now do
bare minimum of work, wait for handouts or hand-me-downs)

--no one will work hard unless have confidence in secure property
rights |
--government's privitization eFfortss
--Latin America's newest democracy

/
--almost a year to the day when took power (April 25) --

--people castwtheir -ballots for peace and freedom

--a woman of great moral courage, an inspiration to the people of
her nation

--close a painful chapter in its history and begin a new sstory,
a new life indemocracy [
--in N., the real hard work \is just beginning. For the past
decade, that nation has experienced terrible staration and
deprivation. And its energies were consumed, just eaten up, in
that bitter civil war; its ecohomy slowly strangled by a system
of central control and mismangement. Those days really have
dended with the return of democracy.

--there's a new sense of confidence in N. -- people ready to roll
up their sleeves and ready to turn things around, to build the
institutions of free government and free enterprise and then
create a climate for growht, to plant the seeds of peace and
prosperity. %

X

--free and fair election
--stated goals of national reconciliation and economic
reconstruction

--her reforms supported

--Dona Violeta (Lady Violet)

--first time someone elected by secret ballot in history;
country's first truly wide-open, secret balloting in 170 years;
--chosen for "a mission to help these people"

--the nation's peacemaker

--(when we toast you, we toast ... ) TR
--on a quest to restore moral values -- especially through |
schools -- how similar are our goals

--blue-and-white national banners -- what stand for?

--"my job is unification, reocnciliation"
--country finally at peace -- struggling now to learn to live in
it

--politics: the art and science of searching out the common good
(reword and paraphrase)



\

--met with Bush Novembér 1989, D.C., as candidate (and apparently
also in NYC in fall of h990)

--college in Texas and V1rg1n1a,
--Pedro assassinated 13)years ago

--campaign based on recpnlcllatlon, forgiveness; and leave good
ineheritance for the yopng people and the future

--total freedom of expr ssion

--six more years

--"explosion of libertyﬁ -- in her words: "a fly could not fly
witHout asking permission from the dictator."

--1957 escape to Costa/Rica in rowboat

--likes prayer of St. Francis -- has in her office

--Pedro: crusading newspaper publisher;

--"As a mother, I feel with great intensity the obligation to
teach while governing, and to govern while forming peaceful
hearts."

--1502, Columbus first sghted shore
--Ruben Dario, poet
/

--ended a war that claimed 50,000 lives -- now reinventing the
nation with idqu

--(TOAST: 456 wérds)

--National Recoh0111atlon -- campaign theme
--Pablo

|
|
|

]\
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Europe out of that surplus pile to Egypt.
And if you keep on selling them on credit,
the arms that we have, you're going to keep
on creating wars in the Third World and
other nations.

The President. One of the——

Q. Mr. President, would you do this at
the microphone, please?P

Q. Thank you.

The President. This is a departure. One of
the things that is part of the negotiations on
CFE is destruction of weapons. And we’re
talking about significant numbers. And I
had a meeting yesterday with Jim Woolsey,
our CFE negotiator, and he was spelling out
for me just the mechanical difficulties of
doing this.

But nevertheless, we are determined that
that will be the approach that is taken with
these massive numbers of weapons. We still
have security needs that we feel are en-
hanced by transfer of military equipment,
sales of military equipment to friendly
countries. So, the policy will remain as it is,
but we will go forward with the destruction
where that is a part of the policy.

Thank you all very much.

Note: The President’s 40th news conference
began at 9:18 a.m. in the Briefing Room at
the White House.

Letter to the Speaker of the House
and the President of the Senate
Transmitting the Executive Order
Terminating the National Emergency
With Respect to Nicaragua

March 13, 1990

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Enclosed is a copy of an Executive order

that I signed today terminating the national

emergency with respect to Nicaragua.
Sincerely,

George Bush

Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the
Senate. The President referred to Executive
Order 12707, which appears on page 402.

412

White House Fact Sheet on Economic
Assistance for Nicaragua

March 13, 1990

The President has proposed the following
econormic assistance program for Nicaragua:

Immediate Actions

The President has determined that the
February 25, 1990, democratic election in
Nicaragua has ended the unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security
and foreign policy of the United States pre-
viously posed by the actions and policies of
the Sandinista government. Accordingly,
the President has terminated the national
emergency with respect to Nicaragua and
lifted all economic sanctions, including the
trade embargo.

Twenty-one million dollars of existing
funds will be used to provide emergency
assistance, including food through PL 480,
to support the democratic transition and aid
in the repatriation and reintegration of the
resistance and refugees.

We have begun to take steps necessary to
restore Nicaragua’s sugar quota and to assist
the Government of Nicaragua to become
eligible for preferential treatment under
the Generalized System of Preferences and
the Caribbean Basin Initiative, as well as
the facilities offered by the Export-Import
Bank and the Overseas Private Investment
Corporation.

Request to Congress for FY 90

The President has requested that Con-
gress approve a FY 90 supplemental appro-
priation of $300 million for economic assist-
ance to Nicaragua. The objective of these
funds are to support the Chamorro govern-
ment in its efforts to democratize, demobi-
lize, and develop, and for the private sector
to restore the productive capacity of Nicar-
agua’s economy. The funds will be used to:

¢ Restore productivity by providing criti-

cal agricultural supplies (seeds, fertiliz-
er, equipment), petroleurn, and health
inputs (approximately $60 million);

¢ Fund emergency employment pro-

grams (approximately $10 million);

¢ Provide for the repatriation and reset-

tlement of the resistance and refugees
(approximately $45 million);




mn Economic

>d the following
n for Nicaragua:

nined that the
-atic election in
musual and ex-
ational security
lited States pre-
and policies of
t. Accordingly,
ed the national
Nicaragua and
s, including the

ars of existing
ide emergency
arough PL 480,
-ansition and aid
itegration of the

eps necessary to
iota and to assist
igua to become
-eatment under
Preferences and
tive, as well as
> Export-Import
vate Investment

70

ested that Con-
slemental appro-
economic assist-
rjective of these
hamorro govern-
scratize, demobi-
1e private sector
1pacity of Nicar-
will be used to:
v providing criti-
>s (seeds, fertiliz-
eum, and health
360 million);
nployment pro-
310 million);
jation and reset-
1ce and refugees
llion);

Administration of George Bush, 1990 / Mar. 13

¢ Provide technical assistance in restruc-
turing the economy (approximately $1
million);

« Help clear arrears of $234 million to
the international financial institutions
(approximately $50 million). These
funds would be disbursed as part of
multilateral efforts to clear the arrears
and would be linked to a sound eco-
nomic policy framework supported by
the IMF [International Monetary
Fund];

o Provide balance of payments support
to restructure the economy (approxi-
mately $75 million); and

e Help fund development projects (ap-
proximately $60 million). Activities
would include support for democratic
institutions, repair and maintenance of
basic infrastructure, education, and
health. '

Request to Congress for FY 91

The President intends to submit to Con-
gress a separate request for approximately
$200 million in economic assistance to Nica-
ragua in FY 91. Details of this assistance
will be announced later.

Source of Funds

The FY 90 supplemental request to Nica-
ragua will be offset from the Department of
Defense budget. The President is request-
ing Congress approve the FY 90 funds for
Nicaragua, along with his January 25 re-
quest of $570 million for Panama and refu-
gees, by April 5, 1990.

Remarks Following Discussions With
President Joaquim Alberto Chissano of
Mozambique

March 13, 1990

President Bush. Mr. President, it was a
great pleasure to meet with you here at the
White House, sir, as our very special guest.
More than 2,000 years ago a prophet once
said, “There are four things that can never
be recaptured: the spoken word, the sped
arrow, time past, and the neglected oppor-
tunity,” This afternoon, President Chissano
and our delegation had a very productive

meeting and a very engaging working
lunch. We used those opportunities to dis-
cuss important bilateral matters, including
America’s strong endorsement of the Gov-
ernment of Mozambique’s political and eco-
nomic reforms. We spoke openly and frank-
ly, and I told President Chissano that he has
our strong support as he undergoes these
reforms.

These reforms have enhanced the ties
which link Mozambique and the United
States, strengthening rights central to
America: the right to vote and to own prop-
erty, the right to worship as we please and
to be free of violence. These reforms have
buoyed the Mozambique peace process,
which we amply discussed today. They have
also meant more liberalization and privat-
ization, and led Mozambique to accept the
economic rehabilitation program supported
by the International Monetary Fund, the
IMF. For that, Mr. President, I salute you.
Yet we look forward to even further re-
forms. So, we talked today of common con-
cerns, like refugee issues and Mozambique’s
humanitarian concerns—the crisis there in
humanitarian concerns, I might add.

We reviewed ongoing developments in
the southern region of Africa and explored
new ways to propel the trend toward politi-
cal solutions and regional cooperation. In all
of this, we pledge our assistance to help
meet Mozambique’s humanitarian and de-
velopment needs, for we've seen your gov-
ernment take significant steps to heal divi-
sions which threaten your nation. And we
urge all parties to talk at the earliest oppor-
tunity so as to avoid further suffering.

Like many of your counterparts, Presi-
dent Chissano, your government has in
recent years begun to open up the econo-
my to market forces and to open up the
political process, allowing a freer flow of
ideas. As we’ve learned around the world,
democracy and development are directly
related; each encourages the other. So, we
commend you for taking steps toward de-
mocracy parallel with those steps toward
economic reform.

Mr. President, ours is the chance to act
not merely for Mozambique or any single
country but rather all of Africa, helping de-
mocracy enrich a continent and your conti-
nent enrich the world. Now, there’s an an-

413

e remt e e sy
T e

e et e A5 . A A Ao L L5




Services of Mead Data Central

v PAGE 31
27TH STORY of Level 2 printed in FULL format.

Copyright (c) 1990 News World Communications Inc.;
The Washington Times

February 27, 1990, Tuesday, Final Edition
SECTION: Part F; COMMENTARY; EDITORIAL; Pg. F2
LENGTH: 802 words
HEADLINE: Nicaraguan renaissance?

BODY:

“If 1 voted for the Front [Sandinistas], I'd be voting for things to be more
expensive every day. I'd be voting to send my kids to military service." In tuwe
simple sentences, Ramon Mendoza, truck driver from Managua, expressed the
sentiment of at least 55 percent of the Nicaraguan voters who went the polls an
Sunday. Given the chance, they gave Comandante Daniel Ortega "la bota.”

Violetta Chamorro, social democrat, is now the president of Nicaragua.

The question for Mrs. Chamorro, and in turn for the U.S5. policymakers who

supported her election effort, is how they will shape the future of Nicaragua
not only to secure the best interests of the Nicaraguan people, but also the
best interests of the United States in Central America. Notwithstanding shrill
propaganda to the contrary, the two are not mutually exclusive, but inextricably
woven together. Both objectives are within reach, provided a few issues are
resolved as quickly as possible.

Though Comandante Ortega promises to respect the election results, saying

that, "Thousands and thousands of Nicaraguans gave their vote to the political
force which [ consider should start governing Nicaragua as from 25 April 1990,"
he must breathe life into that pledge by relinquishing control of the military,
secret police and other security forces with which he imposed “"Sandinismo."
Afterward, he and his comrades should have the choice of participating in the
country's political process legally and peacefully or leaving the country
forever.

Mrs. Chamorro, backed by advice from American military authorities, must

civlianize the Nicaraguan armed forces, then scale them back to a size
consistent with the country's security needs. She can start by appointing a
non-partisan defense minister who could immediately dismantle, for instance, the
12 surface-to-air missile sites in Punta Huete that U.S. intelligence
authorities discavered within the last two months. To diminish the amibition of
Sandino revanchists in her army, Mrs. Chammorro should ask veteran soldiers
from the Nicaraguan Resistance to enlist in the new Nicaraguan army. Lastly,
she must toss out of Managua the FMLN communist guerrillas waging war against
neighboring E1 Salvadar. Nicaragua's role as a godfather of subversion in
Central America must end.

Mrs. Chamorro also faces the unenviable task of rebuilding the Nicaraguan

economy, which has been wracked by inflation running at an unbelievable 34,000
percent, burdened by a $6.9 billion debt 1pad and smashed by war damages
totalling some $15 billion. She must dismantle the huge Sandinista bureaucracy
and de-nationalize the country's industry, which would boost production of its
main exports: coffee, cotton, meat, sugar and shellfish. She must adopt
free-market economic principles, which means creating real money, inviolable
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property rights and courts that enforce just laws.

For its part, the United States certainly should provide some kind of
assistance, although it must not be used to subsidize the time-honored Central
American traditions of corrupt officialdom and land reform, a euphemism for
taking one person's property and giving it to someone else. Furthermore, U.S.
assistance must not be used as an excuse to delay the ecanomic reforms that will
draw international investors to the country. The more private business Nicaragua
attracts, the less money U.S. taxpayers must contribute to its ecanomy.
Countries that haven't learned this lesson have been on the dole for 30 years,
and Nicaragua should not become one of them. U.S. policy-makers should impose
a limit on the amount of aid they contemplate giving Nicaragua, a country imbued
with core Western values, that ought to allow it to become a regional econamic
power and a liberal democracy without an unending flow of largesse.

It took a decade of war, an internal struggle against Sandinista apologists

on Capitol Hill, five counterfeit peace agreements and 1,000 election observers
to force Daniel Ortega to put his rule up for a vote. He lost. The United
States now has an opportunity to cinch our strategic interests on the Central
American isthmus vis-a~vis the Panama Canal and the guerillas subverting El
Salvador. That requires a commitment to enforce the results of this election.
Meanwhile, Fidel Castro ought to be able to read the handwriting that has
appeared on the Central American equivalent of the Berlin Wall, and if he can't,
his Soviet subsidizers should explain it to him. They can heed the message
written there this weekend by the Nicaraguan people, or they can wait until the
wall falls on top of them.

In any event, Mrs. Chamorro can justifiably assert that her fellow citizens

have "shown that they want to live in democracy, in peace and in freedom." Her
people have spoken.
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President Bush said Tuesday the United States "must do all we can" to
encourage free market development acraoss Latin America to consolidate demacratic
gains in the region.

Calling Cuba the hemisphere's lone holdout, Bush said, "We are closer than

ever before to the day when all the people of the Americas, North and South,
will live in freedom."

The events of the past year - including the demise of dictatorships in

Panama, Nicaragua, Chile and Paraguay - have "strengthened our desire to forge 3
new partnership with the growing forces of freedom in Latin America," he said.

Bush, addressing a U.S. business group interested in promoting Latin trade,

said, "We in the U.S. must do all we can to ensure the future of free markets in
the Americas, because our nation has a stake in the economic health of this
hemisphere.”

Two-way trade between the United States and Latin America last year topped
$$100 billion for the first time, he said.

"Our challenge is to consolidate democracy and accelerate development," Bush
told the Council of the Americas.

On this anniversary of Cuban independence from Spain, Bush took a slap at

Fidel Castro's "isolated" island, which he called "out of step with the
democratic tide."

"Let me say with certainty that even in Cuba, the dream of democracy can only
be pushed back a little, only deferred. It will never be destroyed," Bush said.

Many Latin nations have held free elections in the past year, including

Nicaragua, where Sandinista President Daniel Orte%a lost to opposition
leader Violetta Chamorro, and Chile, where the military dictatorship of

Augusto Pinochet ended after 17 years.
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"All across the Americas, today more people live under freely elected
governments than ever before," said Bush.

"The U.S. is engaged as never before in the future of this hemisphere," he
said.

Bush also made a pitch for his $$720 million emergency aid package for Panama
and Nicaragua.

"fFinally, it appears the Congress may act this week on this vital measure,”

said Bush, wha first sought the money in March. "Let me say to the Congress: The
fate of freedom rests in your hands. Do the work of democracy and pass this
emergency aid package now."

The Council of the Americas, founded by banker David Rockefeller in 1965,
cansists of nearly 200 U.S. companies with interests in Latin America and the
Caribbean.
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