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A THE WHITE HOUSE

.0ffice of the Press Secretary
" (Sumter, South Carolina)

”Jgpopvlmﬁédiage Release March 17, 1991

i REMARKS BY THZ PRESIDEHT
AT COHMUNITY WELCOME FOR RETURNING TROOPS

L . Sumter Memorial Stadium
S Sumter; South Carolina

-“"THE PRES SIDENT° ‘ ‘Phank you all. (Applause.) Thank you
11 very, very " much., Thank’ you;“GoVernor Campbell, thank you so0 very
?And‘thank you'all for that warm welcome. Hayor Creech, thank
POU 4 ‘girs 7 Phe” City Council Chairman Gray., I thank you. To Senator
‘Hollings and the“distinguished menmbers of the House of
LRepresentatives who are with us today. Iy thanks to Hancy Thurmond,
whose husband is away overseas, but one of the strongest supporters
_the military ever had -- Senator Strom Thurmond, my thanks to hiia.
{KApplause.)u And, General Olsen, to you, sir, my respects, just back
ffrom supero_servzce overseas: I‘m delighted to be on this.platform

v

~

i
TR

wh . #“But“most of all,. thank you, Sumter. What a fantastig
elcome. (Applause.) : Thank you for your courage. Thank you for
our” sacrifice. < Thank you for your example. And thank you for
~shpwing all® ‘what a great land this is. Ané thank you for letting me
ome" and share in'this, my first, but this wonderful reunion. I '
ouldn’t be happier to be here. Thank you. (Applause.)

3 hat ia'it «- what is it.about Sumter and Sumter County
hat: ‘breedsiiwar."herges?  In this century alone, you have supplied
jome . of ourigreatest. warrier-citizens. General George tlabrey, who
ied’ just last year, was tne second-most decorated soldier in the
'istory of the United States. And as many of you know, he helped
“train a 'young Lieutenant Colonel in Vietnawm, and that Colonel was
iGeneral Norman ochwarzkopf. (Applause.)

And,ﬂof course, the coalition victory in Kuwait would not
_aveﬁbeenmnosslble w1thout .General. Chuck Horner. Iliary Jo, we are
elighted ‘that’ you re’ ‘here 'with us today. - ilow stané up =--

(applause. You ‘see,” for thosa of you who didn’t follow it == and
_hat~s ‘not ‘many ~= General Horner merged people and plane, from 30

‘ 3**here in the United States, six Havy carriers, the larines and
iine’dllied’nations’into 'a” seamless ‘theater Air Force. And he mapped
loutfthe*nost .intense," most  successful air assault in history. And we
\reverys gratetul to-him. (Applause.:) 'You see, it was that
owerful, precise air assault that'helped coalition forces crush
addam 8 ‘war: machine == (applause) -~ while sparing innocent Iraqgi

: e“saV1ng allied lives. ' Can you think of a better

’ Oth ‘annivergary:- of“Shaw Air FOLCG Base than

: ;(Applause ) : s

¢ al.i‘%

‘You don t‘have to ‘wear a star to be a hero. ile’re
'urrounued by such people today: .. Let’s start with the mother of all
nitslat Shaw, .the headquarters. - (Laughter and applause.) The 9th
: iForce and tne U S. Central Comnanu Air Forces. And let’s thank
'(Applause.) Look at these guys.
~g® thank“the”507th Pactical -Air Control Wing. (Aoplause )
‘other units and tenant units here. Anc let’s not forget
L ; The McIntyre Air HNational Guaxrd Unit --
a(apolause):-- and’ the" 'forces from all across this great state.

4230;fth9§g_of you who are a little groggy from last
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night’s flight home, welcome howme. \e’re delighted to have you all
back. (Applause.) I can’t tell you how proud we are of each and
every one of you. And to all our servicemen all across this country,
we say thank you. And to the veterans of every conflict, we say
thank you. And let this new spirit in our country give proper
recognition to the Vietnam veterans. Their time has come.
(Applause.)

And to all of those who have returned from overseas, God
bless you. Please.standé up so we can see each ané¢ every one of you.
There they are. (Applause.) And to those who toil still over there,
God bless them, too. (Applause.) You know, you all not only helped

" liberate Kuwait, you helped this country liberatzs itself froa old

ghosts and doubts. ' And when you left; it was still fashionable to
question America’s decency, America’s courage, America’s resolve. o
one == no one in the whole world doubts us anymore.

~ What you did, you helped us revive the America of our old
hopes and dreams. And this nation learned something else Suring
Desert Storm: You don‘t have to wear a uniforuw to be a war hero.
llere, crowded on the bleachers ané out there in. the field are heroes
and heroines of all ages ~- motaners, fathers, sisters, brothers,
children, neighbors, friends. And while you in the service were
overseas =-- I’ve never seen anything like it -- the loved ones and
even strangers, all across our great country hung out yellow ribbons,
unfurled flags, sent letters and gifts to those of you overseas. And
while you servicemen and women fought on distant sands, those you

.left behind talked and prayed. And I know that every little thought,

every good wish, every whispered prayer, somehow echoed in the hearts
of the fighters far away. No one underatands this magic, but it is
the kind of blessing that snables good people to accomplish great

deeds.

But there is something very, very special about Sumter’s

sacrifice and its triumph -- and you all know it. I had the pleasure

of visiting here in 1988. And since then, Hurricane Hugo ripped
through 12,000 homes in this area, dastroyed nearly $700-million
worth of property in its high winds and pouring rains; shredded your
homes and your neighborhoods, turned trees into tinder. Sumter
gathered its strength after the storm and pegan literally to pick upn
the pieces. -

But just as things seemed to be turning around, the war
erupted. And you did something extraordinary. You sent many of your
finest men and women to serve. 'roops departoad. Reservists left
their workplaces. And some people, newly married, were separated by
war. lothers bore children to fathers who looked across the horizon
at an unseen foe.

Captain Dale Cormier died fighting for his country. And
Captain Spike Thomas had to be plucked obehind eneiy lines. And,
Captain Thomas, it’s great to ses you here tocay, sir. ilhere is he?
(Applause.) And while you’re all standing, let me also salute
Lisutenant Neck Dodson, who lecd your rescue. ie’re glad he’s here,

" too: . (Applause.)

. And as the war loomed, you in Sumter did not give into
despair or fear. You recruited new businesses an¢ new jobs, and
while the troops were away, you continued to build a new city -- a
better city. A city that is more like a large family. And you
planted the seeds of prosperity amony hardship’s ruin. And I’ve

talked in recent weeks about America’s renewal, aad toda; ou feel
¥y Y

it: ~You 'see it all around us here today.

And I’m amazed, but never surprised at the incredible
things our people do. Our success in the war showed that we take a
backseat to no one when it comes to courage, ingenuity, dedication to
principle. DBut it also showed that we do great things when we trust
our  people. ¥e would not have enjoyed such success if somcone had
tried to micromanage the war from Yashington, D.C. (Applause.) ile
entrusted the operations to Sumter’s products and heirs -- and look
where we are today. (Applause.)




Anéd I'm proud to say'that we did it without arrogance

"around the world. fie led without gloéating or arrogance. And I think

that’s an American tradition as well.

You know —-- let me just say this in finale -~ look around
you. Here is today’s triumph, but also tomorrow’s hope. Here’s what
we fight for -~ family, friends. ilere is what we love.

Thank you again for letting me be a part of this
emotional homecoming. I°1l1l never forget it as long as I live. God

‘bless each and every one of you. Thank you very much. (Applause.)

END 4:44 ?.il. EST
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SUMTER
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SUMTER WELCOME TO U.S. TROOPS
March 17, 1991

Thank you so much, Governor Campbell.

Mayor Creech, thank you. City Council Chairman Gray, thank
you. General Olsen, thank you. But most of all, thank you,
Sumter. /// Thank you for your courage -- your sacrifice --
your example. Thank you for showing just what a great land this
is. Thank you for letting me share in your reunion.//

This is wonderful. ///

What is it about Sumter and Sumter County that breeds war
heroes? // 1In this century alone, you have supplied some of our
greatest warrior-citizens. General George Mabry, who died just
last year, was the second most decorated soldier in U.S. history.
// As many of you know, he helped train a young Lieutenant
Colonel in Vietnam. That colonel was Norman Schwarzkopf. ///
And of course the coalition victory in Kuwait would not have been
possible without General Chuck Horner. General Horner merged
people and planes from 30 bases here in the United States, six
navy carriers, the Marines and nine allied nations into a
seamless theater air force. /// He mapped out the most intense,
most successful air assault in history. That powerful, precise
air assault helped coalition forces crush Saddam's war-machine
while sparing innocent Iragi citizens and saving Allied lives.
/// Can you think of a better way to celebrate the 50th

anniversary of Shaw Air Force Base? //
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But you don't have to wear a star to be a hero. We are
- ML Cerrall Commans Lo
of a11 EaedSle) - thesNinth Air Forcel 7/ Let's thank the fhice,
363d Tactical Fighter Wing. // Let's thank the 507th Tactical .
+he oHn

Mnrts + 4Chap b ety heAry,
. /] AR Lgt's not forget

surrounded by such people today. // Let' 7/itart with the Mother

Air Control Wing.//Qﬁa‘
other South Carolinians: the McEntire Air National Guard Unit.
The forces from all across this great state.
For those of you who are a little groggy from last night's
LC+%5 star+ lcome home. // I cannot tell you how proud we are of
WHh 4hc/WWOﬁ%u’ d to all our servicemen everywhere, the veterans of

, p)
o &|) hits @ Shaw - very conflict: Those of you who have returned, God

the HCGd%wM*WS Those who toil still: Bless you. ///

q+bXAW'46nc.anJ ot only helped liberate Kuwait, you helped this country
+N3 Us Ceptral tself from old ghosts and doubts. When you left, it
Cammand

fashionable to question American decency, courage and

A forees-

No one doubts us any more. // You helped revive the
our hopes and dreanms.

This nation learned something else during Desert Storm: You
don't have to wear a uniform to be a war hero. Here, crowded on
the bleachers at Sumter Memorial Stadium are heroes and heroines
of all ages: mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, children,
neighbors, friends. While you in the service were overseas,
loved ones and even strangers hung yellow ribbons, unfurled
flags, sent letters and gifts.

While you servicemen and women fought on distant sands,

those you left behind talked and prayed. I have fought far from
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W JQ/.\f unseen foe. Captain Dal
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3
home and I know: Every little thought, every good wish, every
whispered prayer somehow echoes in the hearts of fighters far
away. No one understands this magic, but it is the kind of
blessing that enables good people to accomplish great deeds.///

But there is something very special about Sumter's sacrifice
and its triumph, and you all know it.

I had the pleasure of visiting you in 1988. Since then,
Hurricane Hugo has ripped through 12,000 homes in this area, and
destroyed nearly $700 million worth of property. Its high winds
and pouring rains shredded your homes and neighborhoods, turned
trees into tinder.

Sumter gathered its strength after the storm and began
literally to pick up the pieces. But just as things seemed to be
turning around, the war erupted. And you did something
extraordinary: You sent many of your finest men and women to
serve. Troops departed. Reservists left their workplaces, even
as factories were closing their doors, and 2,000 people were
losing their jobs.

Some people, newly married, were separated by war. Mothers

CHE MEAL]

bore children to fathers who looked across the horizon at an
lﬁCormier died fighting for his country,
and Captain "Spike" Thomas had to be plucked from behind enemy
lines. Captain Thomas, it's great to see you today. // And it's
good to see Lieutenant "Neck" Dodson, who led your rescue. ///

As war loomed, you in Sumter did not give in to despair or

fear. You recruited new business and new jobs. While the troops



4
were away, you continued to build a new city, a better city, a
city that is more 1ike-a large family. You planted the seeds of
prosperity among hardship's ruins. I have talked in recent weeks
about an American renewal. Today I see it all around me. //

I am amazed, but never sufprised at the incredible things
our people do. Our success in the war showed that we take a back
seat to no one when it comes to courage, ingenuity and dedication
to principle. /// It also showed that we do great things when we
trust our people.

We would not have enjoyed such success if someone had tried
to run the war from Washington. We entrusted operations to
Sumter's products and heirs -- and look where we are today!///

We should use that same approach at home. Why should
someone in Washington tell you the best way to heal old wounds
and create new hopes in Sumter? You didn't wait for instructions
when misfortune slapped you. Why should this nation be shackled
to the limited wisdom of a small political class? You have made
spectacular progress without lectures from the capital. 1It's
time Washington told the rest of this country: We believe in you.
Not: Prove yourselves to us. ///

We know the challenges we face. So, let's just do it.///

Each year we become a more diverse and exciting society. We
pioneer new paths in industry and culture. Our diversity opens
up fresh ideas, new ways, unexpected opportunities.

We have stepped into the bracing air of a new age -- an age

in which America is not afraid to demonstrate its ability. An



5
age in which this nation takes on the challenges and
opportunities that an international marketplace offers. An age
in which the government doesn't demand virtue of its people --
but assumes it. A government that encourages Americans to do
what they do naturally -- help each other, compete against each
other, enrich each other with our ideas, inspirations, cultures.

I ask you to join me today in rejecting the tiring politics
of division and derision. Let the spirit of brdtherhood and
cooperation shove aside the stale fog of class and racial
conflict. That is the path Sumter has chosen. You tell me: Does
it work?//

Americans don't need to be protected from anyone. [/// We
ought to feel good about ourselves and our fellow citizens. We
need to reach out and join the new world awakening over the
horizon. ///

Look around you: Here is today's triumph and tomorrow's
hope. // Here is what we fight for. // Here is what we love. ///

Thank you again for letting me share in your reunion. ///

And God bless the United States of America.
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‘War hero-remembered as great American

.

4,

his earth. *

. By JEFF OWENS
-+ ITEM Staff Writar

-

“A grest man and a great
erican has fallen and he will

it etired Maj. Gen.
K George  Lafayette
Mabry Jr., ]

/ Stateburg native and

*one of the nation’s most decorat.
- ed war heroes, died Friday in
Celumbia after an illness, He

was 72, ;

! - Mabry, a veteran of the June
-8, 1944, Allied D-Day landing,
¥as a recipient of the Medal of

bravery during

. Honor for his
World War 11,

He became the nation's gee.
ecorated soldier, re

n'dimost d
ceiving every
ilitary hon-
or awarded
by the United
States to a
combat  sol.
dier as well
as several
decorations
from foreign
governments,
Mabry re-
ceived the
Medal of Hon-
or for his bravery Nov. 20, 1044,

MABRY

in the Huertgen Forest pear

Schevenhutte, Germany, where
he singlehandedly cleared a
path through g minefield, cap-
tured three enemy bunkers,
killed three enemy soldiers, put

another out of action and cap- est

tured nine more,

) Mabry also served three tours
‘4n.

close acquaintance of Gen. Ma-
.nuel Norigga, While there, he
developed ‘an ‘Invasion 'plan si-
nilar to thé ;
States used in December. 1989
when it invaded Panama and
captured Noriega. “

A South Carolina patriot

Mabry's famlly and. friends
deseribed him Friday as a com.
passionate man who wss dedi-
cated to God, his family and his
country. He was described by
state and national officials as a
man - South Carolina can : be
proudof. - .

' One of his closest friends, Col.

um, where he became avi - -

" foe sadly missed by everyone,”
/¢ald retired Marine Rudy Single.
ton, who engineered the estak
lishment of the Gen, George L.

park committce named the park
after Mabry because “we wanted
to make sure it was
& great American.”

At the park’s dedication cere-
mony, fellow Medal of Honor re-
cipient retired Sgt. 1st Class
Webster Anderson of Winnsboro
said, “This memorial hes been v
named in honor of a man who is
much greater than any of us."

Singleton said that though he
met Mabry only & few months
8go, “I'll always refember him
as a very humble and a very ap-
preciative man who was very
dedicated-to the survivai-of th
nation” :

e cared about young peo-
e and how they would grow up
f patriotism was not carried on.

TMabry was deeply honored
that the park was named after -
him, according to his brother, re-
tired Sumter educator Buford
Mabry, who said Mabry's great-
regret was that his illness
prevented him from. attending
s tbe Julyd dedjcation ceremony,
Friends remember Mabry
4 «Two: of ‘Mabry's
; friends, retired Chief
iOfficer Harold “Speed” Wilson
and retired Col. Charles Murray,
who were;also recipients of the
Medas! of Honor, said Mabry was
a war hero all veterans admired
and iooked up to.

“And not only his contempo-
raries, but people under him
and his seniers," Murray sald.

"“He was a great friend and a
res! down-to-earth person who
was liked by almost everybody.
He was always going out of his.
way to be a friend to hig country
ang everyone he met ”

closest’
Warrant -

named after {

He was very concerned about ,
patriotiem in this country,” he~ P8
sald. e b iof

forced the cancellation i
the dedication of the Veterf.-j

Sumter, Sy

wreath for shaw AFR

% "
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e
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MAJ. GEN. GEORGE WA. }
BRY, above right, delivers §{
a speech at his retirement. .
ceremonies in September |
1975. At right, Mabry talks i
with Gen, William C. West-
moreland {right) in late May |
of this year after raing j{
of

ans ‘Memorial Park- near ;
Shaw Air Force Base off .
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William Alston of Sumter, fought  -“He was an outstanding sol- |J.§ 78/378, Above, Mabry, .|; | !
back tears Friday, as' be de-- dier and an outstanding gentle- in' battle dress checks a - ; {
scribed - Mabry as”“one; of the — ' oAl ' N i
reatest men who ever walked ' See MABRY, page 3A > map while in the field, fi |
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Fort Jacks.

By Leslie J. Dunson
Leaderstant

Fort Jackson lost a friend Friday
when Maj. Gen. (Ret.) George L. Mabry
Jr. died at age 72,

Mabry, a Medal of Henor recipient,
died of cancer at about 20:30 a.m. at
itichiand Memerial Hospital in Colum-

ia.." -,

Known for his dry wit and penchant
for story-telling, Mabry spent much of
his retirement years entertaining sol-
diers and civilian audiences alike with
his memories of the Army since he
began active service in 1940 with an
assignment to the 4th Infantry Divi-
siun at Fort Benning, Ga.

A veteran of the June 6, 1344, D-
Day landing on Utah Beach at Nor-
mandy, Mabry received his Medal of
Honor for his conduct during a Ger-
man attackon hisunitin the Huertgen
Forest near Schevenhutte, Germany.
Then a major, Mabry singiehandedly
prepared a path through a German
minefield, captured three enemy bun-
kers and killed three Garman soldiers,
-shosting twa of them and bayoneting

: another who was attempting to shoot

-+ Y iiivith  pistal: 72

et 2, v R el R i
i ~With his rifle butt, he injured an-
- other Germansaldier and ¢apturenine .
% others. The United Kingdom also rec- -
. ognized him for his bravery by award-.:
; ing him the- Distinguished. Servica -

4K @&,E-He-evgntﬁqgﬂy,gamed‘everyv
. ration theU'S. government awards
e mmi_‘x?f;tnb-: R Ly ek Snteger ool

[ : -

.

Mai.Gen.?l%etJ Georg‘e[«iﬂabrer. gmetsiﬁﬂtbAranesemCommand
Chief of Staff Col.
'ofﬁqinl funetion.

.-didn't receive it because they, as well }
-as the witnesses who could. confimi
- their actions, died in action.”.

THE FORT JACKSOM LEADER ]
Post news

T

s

Photo by Dave A2ridge

Thomas Hiels in the receiving line of a 120th ARCOM

. In a 1988 interview, Mabry ex- anathietlc schoilarship to Preshyte-
pizined the si ificance of receiving | rian College in Clinten, §.C., in.1936.
the patioi’s highest military decors .He:played semi-pro ball with.the
tof, o ! plogid A e

7 “When Medal of Honor recipien
wear the medal, they try to represent

thebg'gleagues. Instead, he

uated
RO

y | thing.”  _

"Syracuse Chiefs, but never made it to |

JULY 19, 196

) mourns old friend

If we lose our free-
dom we lose every-

e

Central American geopolitical issues,
conducted a military professional-
development seminar, during which
he outlined his part in the creation of
the original operations pian for the
December 198% U.S. invasion of Pan-
: ama and planned military strategies
. in response te political turmoil in the
. Central American region.

A native of Stateburg, S.C., Mabry
roge quickly through the ranks during
the World War II years, thanks te an
aimost innate understanding of sound
teadership principles, according to
many who served with him. Mabry
himself believed the Army was his
greatast teacher. .

" “The military is a hands-on learn-
ing experience, whereas college uses
books as learning tools. Both are gued,
.but it takes a while to refine what
ou've. learned in ollege. In life you
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service in 1975, the lqnghmo Colum- en one rotires, he often hay Columbia;adaughter. Mzs. Abigail M. Wm. wa Ioveenrythil_rg‘? .
& ACS’ from page 7A

. - ~ . -—‘\/.

—

————— —— PR
g —

TARAT-PT-MHL

servicemen with Whom [ served as a
. 8econd Yoy

tenant through gencral
officer. [ feel good hearing ﬁfm out-

UMM+ RS AR

N

lation Volunteer Cot_:rdmabor and Pamily Advocacy oming .  Asofthe third quarter of this fiscal yesr, the
Proqam. . L * business for ncoming families awailing their - . instaliation Debt Management Program has
‘Wise said the organization puts vohqnteers at its y gained recogni-  enrolled 61 families with a Lotal indebtedness of
heart, "Vol‘u‘n!eers must constantly assist the . tion as being a helping agency,” Wise said. more than $908,000.
nesds o_fmall'tary faxpghes, ghe said, "{hw must In recognition of itq growing importance an the As ACS continues to progreas, the Relocation
empathize with families ta change their attitudes . installation, it was moved from World War i1 and OQutreach Program wii] nove into the new
about secking or receiving help from outside barracks off the beaten path to a venovated facility  Soldier Secvice Center, and the Family Advacacy
, Sources, - . onJackson Boulevard, . . o Program will expand, o o
- “We're committed to enthusiasm, dedication and I fiscal year 1989, ACS programs helped more 'ACS has come a iong way to get to its silver
customer service, .. - than 17,000 soldiers, The Army Emergency Reliof anmiversary, and it still hag o solid-goid future
- In its infancy, ACS was generally known asthe  funq assisted soldiers at a cost of more than . thanks to the volunteers who “Fhﬂs‘ the ACS
Army’s "pats ang Pans arganization” because jts $186,000 for food, shelter and utilities, Notto; :ﬂ?"}} i

s ce and viability ” ~7 sters - -
Y ATy TR e RES N Bt pm"zw“'gf'“h R
e B TRt Sornimee . -..l‘ L B | ) PR

IDI340 1HATMALAND °S

oL

LS. Htade L

BTZ99sHE

S0°d



RACE REIATIONS IN SUMTER, S.C.

Somewhat of a sensitive issue. Sumter has had major
problems in the past, most notably the incident three
Years ago when a white sheriff's deputy shot a black
youth in the back at point blank range, even though the
boy was cuffed and his hands on the top of his head. The
deputy was tried and found innocent -- the black community
was outraged and marches were held, “led by a local black
minister. '

I'm told that today, though, race relations relative to the
past are better than they have ever been, and

that the President would not be mistaken in praising the
community for working together.

Sumter's mayor, Steve Creech, has set up a race relations
committee administered through the Chamber of Commerce. It
has been highly praised for addressing issues before they
become big problems. The program has reached the point
where, if a minority feels he or she has a problem, they
know they can take it to the committee and work it out --
rather than taking to the streets in narch, etc.

I'm told that the establishment of Shaw AFB was larglely
responsible for the integration of Sumter.

For one, because the military is integrated and the effect
spilled over. For two: because the base holds ex oficio
positions on community boards, etc. and often sent black
servicepeople to serve on them; white Sumterites then worked
with blacks for the first time and discovered they aren't so
bad. In the following years, whites began to appoint blacks
to community positions on their own accord.

‘The mayor's office was hesitant to list evidence of

black-white cooperation. The idea, they say, is to
quit framing it in those terms and instead to concentrate
on the community working together.

I was given one example, however, it is a bit dated. Back
in the mid-70's, Morris College (all black) was on the
verge of bankruptcy and was preparing to close its doors.
White businessmen in Sumter raised enough $ to keep it
running -- and it's still in session today.
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Visit of THE PRESIDENT to Sumter, South Carolina
Sunday, March 17, 1991

Conversation with Bob Cates, Governor's Authorization
Representative, Office of the Governor of South Carolina

regarding Hurrlcane Hugo.

o The eye of Hurricane Hugo passed directly to the
west of the City of Sumter. The city was hit head-on.

o - Sumter County one the first of seven (and eventually
twenty-four counties) ‘declared as Federal Disaster
Areas. Sumter was declared such an area the day
after the storm.

o Most costly natural disaster that has ever struck
the State of South Carolina and thus, Sumter County
ith total damage for Sumter estimated at $700
million. According to Mr. Cates, it looked as if a war
had been fought and lost in Sumter.

o Example of effort to clean up after hurricane: there
were 21 dump sites established throughout the county.
Local citizens delivered enough trash to fill 61,251
truck loads of debris (1,225,000 cubic yards of trash).

Conversation with Phil Ballenger, Executive Director,
Greater Sumter Chamber of Commerce regarding Sumter's

economy.

o In August of 1990, Sumter's economy was just starting
to rebound after the long—ranglng 1mpacts of Hurricane
Hugo. The millions of dollars in repairs had
contributed plenty of money to the local econony.

The advent of Operation Desert Shield crlppled many
segments of the local economy once again: housing, car
dealerships, etc. Just a month after many of the troops
hipping off to Saudi Arabia, the Campbell Soup Company
Plant closed its door (1200 jobs). A few weeks later,
the Interlake Plant (150 jobs) and Scholler Textile
Plant (220 jobs) also closed.

Luckily, Sumter is not a one 1ndustry town. There are
presently 10 Fortune 500 companies operating plants in
the area which have contributed greatly to the economy
while other segments were not as active.



Examples of notable/innovative companies located in
Sumter area:

Gold Kist, a chicken processing plant, is
replacing the Campbell Soup Company in its
old plant with just over 600 employees.

Becton-Dickinson, world's largest manufacturer of
Vacu-tators (surgical suction devices). Opened
their Sumter operation in 1970 with only 100,000
feet of office space. They now have over 500,000
feet of space and an investment of over $100
million in Sumter.

The Bendix Automotive Plant of Allied Signal now
has 2 plants in the Sumter area. These are
referred to as their model plants.

Union Camp will soon a new plant in the area
adding just over 100 jobs to the economy with an
investment of $30 million. Diebold, a safe
company, opened their plant last October,
contributing 80 jobs to the local market and $15
million to the economy.
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No need to sing economic blues in Sumter County

Dogbles as Srate Commerce Boauwd

Development Board Announces "Banner Year"

Do you read and hear the bleak
economic picture being painted by
the news media across the nation?
Do you hear other towns which
house military bases singing the
blues about their economic woes
now that so many troops have been
deployed to the Persian Guif?

Well, you can be grateful you
live in Sumter County, where the
economic base is more diversified.
As a matter of fact, meeting with
State Development staff members a
few days ago, the Sumter County
Development Board reviewed
recent successful recruitment and
expansion, and announced its
intentions "not to participate in the
nationally-forecast recession" - cit-
ing the diversified ecor my, which

optimistic statement. =%

The following review of the past
year is offered by Leon McDonald
(SCNB), Chairman of the Sumter
County Development Board:

"Phil Ballinger and Jim Alexan-
der have done an exceptional job
this past year in recruiting new
industries into the area. Included
are Union Camp's Fine Paper Divi-
sion; Diebold, Inc.; Metal Leve, Inc.;
Kaydon Corporation; and Universal
Industries. They have also assisted

in the expansion and upgrading of
other facilities already in operation
in Sumter County.

"When in full operation, these
new industries will provide close to
$950,000 in school and special-
purpose taxes, along with an addi-
tional $664,000 a year to the coun-
ty coffers after their five- year
exemption ends. )

"These new industries also

bring 320 jobs at start-up, with
exceptional promise for the creation
of approximately 460 more jobs
within the following three years.

"All of this indicates that
Sumter County is undergoing an
exceptional growth period.

"When you add the expansion
and equipment upgrades to our
local industries, we will have added
another 90 new jobs and an esti-
mated $327,000 in school and spe-
cial-purpose taxes with the county
getting approximately $200,500.

"City and County staff coopera-
tion and the City-County Planning
Commission's efforts have been
key to our success. Mr. Eddie New-
man's County Public Works Depart-
ment and Al Harris' City Engineer's

. Department have responded excep-

tionally well to requests for informa-
tion by prospects and to new and
local industrial expansion needs.

"We foresee the same increased
level of activity for 1991-92 that we
have had this year."

So if you have been fearing the
worst economically, or if you hear
anyone else voice those concerns,
help spread the word: The econom-
ic picture here is far brighter than in
most communities which can give
us all something to smile about.
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the business front this year too

By BILLY QUARLES
ITEM Staff Writer

Phil Ballinger has seen a lot of
busmesses and industries come and
go since he began working with the
Greater Sumter Chamber of Com-
merce in 1970.

' But the chamber’s president and
CEO says 1990 beat everything,

"It was unusual,” said Ballinger,
Sumter County's head industrial re-
cruiter. “The Campbell Soup event
was the big news, but we also
scored some big hits that are going
10, be tremendously good for our
area

“Campbell Soup officials an-
nounced in June that they would
close the Sumter pouitry-processing
plant, which employed aboiit 1.268
when the year began. Campbell
Soup is the largest private employ-
er in the tri- -county area.

That surprise mave was the fIrst
in a rash of plant closings in Sumter
and Clarendon counties that
claimed about 1,900 jobs this year.

In addition to the Campbell an-

"/ nouncement, children's clothing

manufacturer Elkay Industries Inc.
closed plants in Turbeville and
Sumter, while Schoeller Inc. shut
down a Sumter textile piant and the
Interiake Corp. closed one of its two
Sumter facilities.

- Coupled with a number of layofYs
that affected a cross-section of the
local economy, the closings boosted
Sumter's unemployment rate from 5
percent in January 1880 to 6.6 per-
cent in October.

“I'd say it was somewhat of a
transitional year,” sald Leon
McDonald, chairman of the Sumter
County Development Board.

“Some of the closings were
caused by severe economic pres-
sure, but we were fortunate to re-
cruit some quslity industries to
‘make.up for the ones we lost.”

"Four major industries an-
nounced in 1980 plans to open facil-
fties in Sumter, and perhaps none
made area residents happier than
the news about Gold Kist Ine., an
Atlanta-based flrm that paid about
$40 million for the Campbell plant.

Gold Kist, also in the poultry-
processing business, plans to start
processing chickens in Sumter
shortly after Campbell vacates the
plantonJan. 27. -

BUSINESS ITEMS

Gold Kist won't be able to keep
all of the approximately 1,100 em-
ployees now working at the Camp-
bell piant, but the company plans to
hire as many as possible,

“The Gold Kist profect needs to
be kept in focus as a tremendous
project,” Ballinger said. “From all
of the indications we have, they are
going to greatly expand the paultry-
growing operation.

"We've had trouble in our local
agricultural sector in the past -
(Hurricane) Hugo was a direct hit
and then we had the (October)
flooding. So that could mean a big
boost.” )

Sources have said that Gold Kist
could eventually process up to four
times the poultry now being pro-
cessed at the loca] plant.

Gold Kist will use the plant to
eviscerate chickens and sell the
whole or cut-up birds to institu-
tions, retail supermarkets and res.
taurants.

Prior to news of the layoffs at
Campbell Soup, economic develop-
ment in the area was rolling.

"The Union Camp Corp. an-
nounced in February that it would
build a $25 million-plus paper-con-
verting plant In the county's indus-
trial park on U.S, 15 South.

And in  April Ohio-based
Diebold Inc. purchased a $1.1 mil-
lion speculative building in the
Black River Industrial Park
Diebold has already put about 120
people to work manufacturing au-
tomated banking cquipment.

The economy got another boost
in November when the Metal Leve
Corp. of Brazil unveiled plans to
build a piston-manufacturing facili-
ty here. The plant will employ
about 130 peopie in 1992 and could
eventually employ as many as 800.

Ballinger said 1080 will probably
never be forgetten by those who fol-
low Sumter's economy, but he be-
lieves most people will look back at
the year favorably.

“Manufacturing Jobs In general
are declining across the country,
and to keep bringing in quality jobs
is a real accomplishment,” he said,

-“And we've still got the vacant

CP&L speculative building (on TU.S.
15 South) and the vacant bullding
(left behind by Interlake), and those
will get buyers.

“Things look good for 1991, and
we'll keep slugging.”
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Hugo’

By MARGE BARBER

{TEM Sta! Writer
H ter's assets ~ trees,
in great number
and variety — into a liability.

During that black night, trees

ecame instruments of destruc-
ion. They stabbed into houses
and erashed across roads, dvag- §
ging power and telephone lines
down with them as they fell.

At last count, more than
12.000 homes in the greater
Sumter area were victims of the
hurricane - 6,777 with minor
damage. 3,417 with major dam-

ge and at least 1,933 destroyed.
alling trees caused much of
that damage ' §

And 8 county official estimat- §
ed that when the storm ended,
as, much trec debris lay on the
ground in Sumter County as |
would normaily fail in 25 years.
The size of the cleanup task was
mind-boggling.

Sg was the cost Latest dam-
age estimates put Hugo's tab at
$664.256,800 - and that includes
orly proparty damage.

Civil Defense Director Vic
Zones says he could add millions
t0 that figure to cover lost earn-
ings and business productivity,
personal property. Cars. boats,
fences, ontbuildings and swim-
ming pools.

~and the impact n terms of
nomeiess  people  will rise.”
Jones says. "We know there are
nomeless peopie. who have not
come 1n. needing sheiter. We
tpnow there's 2 house with 26
people living ip it We Know peo

urricane Hugo
turned one of Sum-

* pie are staying with friends and

relatives. We don't know how
1ong that can last”

¢ Family homes account for
more than half the total damage,
standing at $395.762,700 as of
Wednesday.

e The next largest amount -
a2+ $150 millicn almost one quar-
ter of the totel represents
damage lo trees and erops.

 Approximate damages lo
public utilities are $32.2 mil-
fion.

® Snil conservation damage -~
s rrosion, blocked streams
and drainage systems - is $20

itlion. L

» Damage to county business-
os 15 $5.84 million. :

« Damage to city businesges is
$18.9 million.

s Vision Cable damage is $5
millien.

e Debris removal will cost $3
million.

e Damage to industry is $20
million,

® Schools and public property
damage is at least $3 million.

e Shaw Air Force Base esti-
mates damage at $40 million.

Not  everyone expressed
Hygo's devastation in numbers.
Some used super!atives. Soon af-
ter the storm, Gov. Carroll Camp-
well estimated the damage to his
state at “handreds and fun-
dreds and hundreds' of millions
of dolars.”

Campbell said aflter a flight
over the hurricane's path, “It's
novnnd vour worst nightmare.”
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Residents
Road,

of Lynam
above, cut thelr

littered their neighbor-
hood after Hugo hit Sum-
ter. Tha cost of repairing
downed power lines in
Sumter County was tied

directly to the 1,000
workers sent to the
county by out-of-state
electric companles,
right.

And American Red Cross offi-
cials say the Sumter area {s part
of “the largest-ever storm-relief
gperation” in the organization's
history. Hugo's victims statewide
will get at least $38 million in
Red Cross aid.

Power and water are back in
most areas. Many homes even
have cable TV again. Houses are
being repaired. Debris is being
hauled away and burned. But
something is missing from the
Sumter skyline, and that Josg
won't be repaired for years to
come. )

There's a lot of daylight
where the trees used to be.
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Despite the grim
Warnings, local
retailers say
business is good

By BILLY QUARLES
ITEM Staff Wier

Like many merchanis around the
country, Sumter’s Halsel! Roberts is a
litle worried (his holiday shopping
season,

Bul while a slowed econcemy, high
energy prices and the threat of war in
the Middle East have many retailers
braced for a biue Christmas, Roberts'
warries are of a different sort,

“I think this weather {s having mors
of an effect en us than the economy,”
said Roberts, who owns the University
Shep on Baltman Drive.

“The weather's just been so warm

that we aren't selling much cuterwear, *

- Other than that, Roberts {s having 5
merry Christmas season, and many oth-
er local merchants are reporting brisk
sales, even with thousands of troops
from Shaw Air Force Base deployed in
the Middle East and 2,000 announced
industrial layoffs coming from Sumter
area-plants over the past six months.

“Business overal] has actually been
pretty good,” Roberts said, “} wouldn't
say this Is our best year, hut it's heen
gond.’

Cther retaiiers are reporting similar
success during the annual Christmas.
shopping season, the peried in which
many of them complete 50 percent of
their annual sales,
= “This is better than any other
Christmas we've had" said Lucy Byrd,
whe with her husband has owned
Byrd's Country Store for nine years.

“1 can’t say how much buginess isup
from last year. but we're delighted.”

So are Patsy Blanding and Eddje
Lathan. Blanding said sales at her
Women's zpparel store on Bultman
Drive are 10 percent ahead of last
year's, and 1380 will be the best ever
for Lathan’s 8-year-old. computer busi-
ness on North Guignard Drive,

Grier Blackwelder, the general man-
ager of the Greater Sumter Chamber of
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HALSELL ROBERTS, owner of the University Shop, hej
Roberts said the season has been a good one for area ret

*M aybe the economy is not so bad everywhe
alize that thousands of people are gone, by

body’s at home doing

their

Christmas shop

them. And Santa Claus is still-going to see t

We're not canceling Christmas.
GRIER BLACKWELDER
Chamber officlal

Commerce said he's heard simitar sto-
ries all over town,

“If you listen to the news, {t's sup
prising,” he said. “1f you believe that
we're in & recession or about to go into
one ltke the experts say, it's very sur-
Prising,

“But the people I'm seeing in the re-
tail sector who depend heavily on
Christmas shopping are telling me that

AR

- it's been a good season,
.economy is not 50 bad ever
“I realize that thousan

are - gone,” Blackwelder
somebody’s at home doing
mas shopping for them.
Claus s 'stil] going to &
‘We're not eanceling Christ
Maybe not, but some na
ers, including Sears, Roe
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"It is not our affluence, or our plumbing, or our clogged
freeways that grip the imagination of others. Rather, it
is the values upon which our system was built. These
values imply our adherence not only to liberty and individual
freedom, but also to international peace, law and order,
and constructive social purpose. When we depart from these
values, we do so at our peril.”

—-— Senator J. William Fulbright, 6/29/61

"We in this country, in this generation, are -- by destiny
rather than choice -- the watchmen on the walls of world
freedom. We ask, therefore, that we may be worthy of our
pover and responsibility, that we may exercise our strength
with wisdom and restraint, and that we may achieve in our
time and for all time the ancient vision of "peace on
earth, goodwill toward men." That must always be our goal,
and the righteousness of our cause must always underlie
our strength. For as was written long ago: "except the
Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain."

-= JFK, remarks prepared but not delivered

in Dallas on 11/22/63

Patriots/Soldiers
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"The patriot volunteer, fighting for country and his rights,
makes the most reliable solider on earth."
-- Attributed to Thomas (Stonewall) Jackson

"Honor to the soldier, and sailor everywhere, who bravely
bears his country's cause. Honor also to he citizen who
cares for his brother in the field, and serves, as best
he can, the same cause -- to honor him, only less than to
him, who braves, for the common good, the storms of heaven
and the storms of battle."

== President Lincoln, letter, 12/1863

"...the highest merit, then, is due to the solider."
-- President Lincoln, 3/18/1864



o "These endured all and gave all that justice among nations
might prevail and that mankind might enjoy freedom and
inherit peace."

== Author unknown. Inscription at Normandy .
Chapel. Similar to WWI inscription at
Oise-Aisne cemetery

After the War

o "In War: Resolution
In Defeat: Defiance
In Victor