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(Smith/Blessey)
June 22, 1989

Draft Two
EMBASSY
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AMERICAN EMBASSY STAFF
BUDAPEST, HUNGARY
THURSDAY, JULY 13, 1989
o] Barbara and I are delighted to be in Hungary again, and

to have the chance to meet you. Perhaps an old E%S%éfs>says it
best: "Once you've visited Hungary, you always return as a
friend."

o From my own experience in China, I know that there is
no more dedicated and loyval group of people than the men and
women -- American and foreign -- who staff our Embassies.

o I also realize what a burden a Presidential visit can
be. And I want you to know how much we appreciate the hard work
and superb planning that have gone into our visit.

o] Almost six years have passed since last we were in
Hungarv. And the professionalism and commitment of this Embassv
is as evident now as then. Your dedication hasn't changed. But
so much else in Hungary has.

o) You have been livring, and working, through some
extraordinary times -- of economic liberalization, and political
democratization. Of a closer merging of East and West. 1In a
real sense, of history in the making -- a revival of the

Hungarian nation that you know, and love.

%
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o In this sea of change, you've been an anchor. And I
want to salute you for promoting American interests, and for
keeping me and the Secretary of State informed.
o] In coming months, more than ever, vour efforts will be

crucial -- crucial to on-going reforms, and to the strength of

our bi-lateral relationship. But—mestof all, we will pneed vou

Liberty,,humanwdignitvaand“demQCIaIJL;Jikﬁilﬁ*,_w -

o ). o auaavismmetesd you wé+? embody we—a@@dm——- the best and
brightest of public séfvice. And for that, our Nation, and
Hungary, are doubly blessed. For, Mr. Ambassador, vou have a
magnificent staff. And their leader is both a professional and
my friend.

o) Two davs ago, thousands of Hungarians jammed Kossuth
Square here in Budapest. They were cheering not for me, but for
America -- and freedom. To champion that cause is our challenge
; <§ as Americans and as free men and women. With your help, we will

not let them down.
o In closing, let me say again how we appreciate your
support. Thank you, God bless you, and God bless the United

States of America.
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Suggested Talking Paints
for President Rush
Meeting with Embasay !

Employees
Saturday, September 8, 1480

-~ Becond vigit to Finlanq
-~ Heare as Vice Prasident in 1983

~= Values friendship with President Mauno Koivisto; has kept in
touch with him; followad Finland affairs closgely

-= Value the work You do here; both American and Finnish
employaeg

== Can't thank you enough for putting this meeting together on
such short notice

~= I remember from when I headed our Mission in Beijing dust
how much work a presidential viglt is, 1In those days the head
of the Advance Team had to share my office as thera wag no
other space,

~~ These are tough times for U.s. diplomats in many of our
_Middle Eagt posts

~-- They are coming through their ordeal with the usual Foreign
Service dedication and professionalism il

ig that same tradition

77\
/

-= Your work in putting this meeting\:ogetheglon shorg{gatiqg\\

~ \ 7/ P
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TALKING POINTS

U.S. EMBASSY, PARIS, FRANCE
MONDAY, JULY 17, 1989
8:00 A.M.

-- I WANT TO THANK SECRETARY BAKER FOR THAT WARM
INTRODUCTION AND -- ON HIS BEHALF, AND MINE AND
BARBARA’S, AND ALL THOSE TRAVELING WITH US -- EXPRESS

OUR GRATITUDE TO AMBASSADOR CURLEY AND TO ALL OF YOU IN
THE EMBASSY.

= 7 =

-- AND LET ME THANK YOU FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART
BECAUSE I KNOW SOMETHING ABOUT SURVIVING A VISIT FROM A
PRESIDENT. WE HAD ONE IN BEIJING WHEN I SERVED AS
AMBASSADOR. AND I WAS SURE GLAD TO SEE HIM GO. AND IF

THAT WASN'T ENOUGH, WE SURVIVED TWO FROM HENRY
KISSINGER. TRY THAT ONE ON FOR SIZE.



-- I ALSO HAVE SOME PARTICULAR THANKS, BEGINNING WITH
THOSE THAT ARE TOO

0 - "IONED LAST: THE U.S.
MARINES, THE EMBASsY AND OECD STAFF, YOUR SPOUSES AND

KIDS WHO PITCHED IN AND PUT UP WITH THE OVERTIME, AND

THE FRENCH NATIONALS WHO HELP YOU WITH ALL THE
ARRANGEMENTS.

-4 -
-- I KNOW THAT YOU HERE IN PARIS ARE OLD HANDS AT THIS
SORT OF THING. BUT THIS WAS A MUCH MORE COMPLICATED
VISIT THAN USUAL -- INVOLVING AN ECONOMIC SUMMIT, A
BILATERAL VISIT TO FRANCE, AND THE BICENTENNIAL
FESTIVITIES. NEVERTHELESS, YOU PULLED IT OFF WITH

CHARACTERISTIC STYLE. THANKS TO YOU, WE MUST BE Tualnabg'

ONLY AMERICAN TRAVELERS IN PARIS WHO LANDED HOTEL
RESERVATIONS.
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-- TO MY COLLEAGUES HERE I OFFER MANY SPECIFIC THANKS.
EACH AFTERNOON AS YOUR DAY IN PARIS WINDS DOWN, IT IS
MORNING IN WASHINGTON AND MY DAILY BRIEFING IS ABOUT TO
BEGIN. NO ONE VALUES YOUR SOUND REPORTING EFFORTS MORE

THAN@
%

-6 -
-- I ALso ‘APPRECIATE THE PARTICULAR BURDEN PLACED ON
THIS EMBASSY’'S RESOURCES BY THE LARGE NUMBER OF
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS WHO COME TO PARIS AND NEED YOUR
HELP. YOU HAVE ALWAYS RESPONDED MAGNIFICENTLY, AND
ONCE AGAIN PUT IN A STELLAR PERFORMANCE FOR THIS VISIT.



I HAVE RESPECT FOR THE FOREIGN SERVICE. I HAVE RESPECT
FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY SERVING ABROAD. AND I HAVE

RESPECT FOR HHOSE IN THE OTHER AGENCIES THAT MAKE UP A
GREAT EMBASSY LIKE THIS.

-- AND, BEFORE LEAVING, I WANT TO COMMEND AMBASSADOR
CurRLEY TO YOUu. 1IN ADDITION TO A LONG CAREER IN BOTH

GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE BUSINESS, HE HAS BEEN MY FRIEND
FOR MANY YEARS.

- 10 -
JUDGING BY YOUR FIRST CLASS WORK THESE PAST FEW DAYS --

YOU DESERVE THE BEST -- AND I THINK YOU HAVE THE BEST.
I KNOW YOU WILL MAKE HIM PROUD.

-~ ONCE AGAIN, BARBARA AND I WISH TO THANK ALL THE MEN

~ AND WOMEN OF THE PARIS EMBASSY WHO MADE THIS VISIT SUCH
A SUCCESS.




- 11 -
GOD BLESS EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU FOR WHAT YOU'RE

DOING FOR THE WORLD'S GREATEST EXPERIMENT IN FREEDOM

AND DIVERSITY: THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. THANK
YOU ALL.
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| "PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AMERICAN COMMUNITY
THE HAGUE, HOLLAND
TUESDAY, JULY 18, 1989

Blessey

0 I AM DELIGHTED TO BE IN HOLLAND AGAIN, AND TO
HAVE THE CHANCE TO MEET YOU. YOUR GREETING MARKS ONE

OF THE MANY WARM MEMORIES WE WILL TAKE BACK TO THE
STATES.

-2 -

0 FIRST, LET ME SAY THAT I KNOW WHAT A BURDEN A
PRESIDENTIAL VISIT CAN BE. BARBARA AND I WANT TO THANK
YOU FOR THE WORK AND DEDICATION THAT HAVE GONE INTO OUR
VISIT.

O SECOND, FROM MY OWN EXPERIENCE IN CHINA, I KNOW
THAT THERE IS NO MORE LOYAL AND TALENTED GROUP OF
PEOPLE THAN THE MEN AND WOMEN -- AMERICAN AND FOREIGN -
- WHO STAFF OUR EMBASSIES.
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-0 THAT IS ESPECIALLY TRUE HERE. FOR Y&G/;IEE;;LY
MANAEEf8u§’6L0E§?'UNINTERﬁﬁE%ED BILATERAL RELATICNSHIP.
ON AMERICA'S 'BEHALF, MY HEART-FELT THANKS.

0 I HAVE JusT COME FROM THE EconoMIc SuMmIT,
WHERE WE REVIEWED THE CHANGES AND CHALLENGES ~--

ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL -- WE FACE IN THE YEARS AHEAD.

-4 -

0 As YOU KNOW, THE FACE OF EUROPE, AND THE WORLD,
IS CHANGING. %BUT SOME THINGS HAVE NOT. THINGS LIKE
FUNDAMENTAL VIEWS ABOUT LIFE AND LIBERTY. AND
~CENTURIES-0LDiTIES WHICH BIND US TO OUR EUROPEAN
ALLIES, AND Té OUR DUTCH PARTNERS ESPECIALLY.

|
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0 WE SEE THESE TIES IN OUR COMMON DEFENSE OF |
PEACE AND FREEDOM. AND IN OUR BELIEF IN DEMCCRACY AND

HUMAN RIGHTS. THEY EXIST IN JOINT VENTURES TO EXPLORE
SPACE AND NEW TECHNOLOGY. AND IN THE COMMERCE WHICH
TODAY MAKES HOLLAND AMERICA'S SECOND-LARGEST INVESTORQ:

0 IN THE FUTURE, WE WILL FACE OLD ISSUES OF
BUSINESS AND COMMERCE. AND NEW, TRANSATLANTIC PROBLEMS
OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION. WE MUST MAKE OURS A
SAFER, PURER, MORE PROSPEROUS WORLD.

-6 -
0 FOR THAT, WE WILL NEED YOUR HELP AND YOUR
COMMITMENT. IN CLOSING, THANK YOU AGAIN, GOOD LUCK,

GOD BLESS YOU, AND GOD BLESS AMERICA.
| # # # #

|




AN INTRODUCTION TO
SCANDINAVIA

Variety within Harmony

by
SYLVIE NICKELS

Space—vast quantities of it—is one of the first qualities you're likely
to associate with Scandinavia. Between them, the five Scandinavian na-
tions cover an area of some 500,000 square miles, give or take a few (and
that doesn’t include the huge and largely autonomous Danish territory
of Greenland). You could fit the U.K. five times into that, or Texas twice,
and still have acreage to spare. What’s more, all this is shared out among
some 20 million souls—rather less than three Londons or New Yorks. So
if plenty of elbow room makes you feel nervous, you had better keep away!
, If you have any pre-conceived ideas that one Scandinavian country is
much like another, you can also begin by forgetting these. Of course, they
all share a broadly similar cultural background, have strong historical and
economic ties, and enjoy many similarities in political and social structure.
But that said, the individual components of the Scandinavian scene are
Just that—highly individual. The special qualities of each are no more
comparable than are the tidy, well-husbanded landscapes and long sandy
beaches of Denmark with the wild tawny fjords and fells of Norway; which
in turn are quite different from the huge lake-and-forestscapes that so

20
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characterize Sweden and Finland, and the bizarre volcanic majesty of
much of Iceland.

So, space and magnificent scenery are among the great (and free) trump
cards of the region. To these you can add several natural phenomena
which, in European terms, are unique to Scandinavia: long golden summer
evenings stretching right into next day’s dawn as you travel into the north-
ern latitudes of the midnight sun; and, in winter, the rippling veils of the
Northern Lights that weave magical curtains across the sky. The fall col-
ors, too, have a special brilliance as you progress northwards, and spring,
though relatively late, banishes the long winter with a welcome speed and
vigor.

With so much unadulterated nature around, you won’t find it too sur-
prising that in large areas people—and all the paraphernalia that goes with
them—can be rather thin on the ground. In fact, their numbers work out
more or less in direct ratio to their latitude; from relatively (but only rela-
tively) crowded little Denmark to the almost (but only almost) empty far
north of Lapland up there beyond the Arctic Circle. Which brings us to
another Scandinavian certainty, one that may at first sight seem somewhat
paradoxical given the harsh climate: wherever there are people, there are
good living conditions. These nordic folk learned long ago how to make
themselves at home in conditions that range from the temperately com-
fortable to the downright inhospitable. The result is that, however remote
a community may be, you can expect it to have all the amenities that the
traveler of the 1980s is likely to need. They won’t be lacking in finesse
either. The Scandinavians like things to be not only practical, but aesthetic
as well.

Transports of Delight

As far as you, the visitor, is concerned, the combination of human and
natural history has tailor-made these countries for three particular types
of holiday. The first is touring. Though you won’t find historical monu-
ments and art treasures in such multiplicity as in some other parts of Eu-
rope, there is nevertheless an enormous amount to see: prehistoric and Vi-
king burial grounds, runic stones, Viking ships, medieval wooden or stone
churches, Hanseatic merchants’ houses, Renaissance castles and manors,
the occasional Gothic cathedral, the graciously neo-Classical 19th-century
buildings of Stockholm and Helsinki, and a great deal of spectacular mod-
ern architecture, to name but some of the region’s specialties.

With the exception of Denmark and the more urban areas of Norway,
Sweden and Finland, however, the serious culture vulture may need to
cover quite a lot of territory to get his fill, though most of it is, happily,
very travel-worthy terrritory, well serviced by varied means of communi-
cation. Outside urban areas, roads are blessedly uncrowded, in addition
to being well maintained—if occasionally bumpy—and, if you haven’t a
car, you can fall back on northern Europe’s finest public transport sys-
tems—air, rail, bus, ferry, lake steamer, hydrofoil—often interlinked to
meet the needs of widely differing terrain.

For those intent on seeing as much as possible, there are good transport
bargains to be investigated. Some depend on your age—both ends of the
age-scale benefit, but the minimums and maximums vary from country
to country, as do the types of transport to which they apply. Others depend
on the composition of your group—families with one child or more get
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22 SCANDINAVIA

good concessions on air and rail throughout much of the region. Yet others
depend on nothing more than careful advance planning, as in the case of
the Scanrail Pass and the comparable facilities that give unlimited rail
travel in individual countries for fixed periods, such as the Finnrail Pass,
or good reductions in Norway or Sweden for travel on several days of the
week. But check these before you arrive in Scandinavia, and remember
that many of them are also marketed as part of reasonably priced packages
from your home country. .

Hand-in-hand with flexible travel facilities go flexible accommodation
systems. A variety of “hotel check’ schemes—hotel vouchers essential-
ly—operate in each of the countries, except Iceland, the greatest choice
being in Sweden. Some, such as Scandic hotel checks, extend across bor-
ders and are valid in specified hotels in Sweden, Norway and Denmark.
The Danes also have an attractive scheme concentrating on the kro-or
country inn, nearly all in rural settings, most of them family run and many
contained in fine old half-timbered buildings of considerable vintage. Simi-
larly, summer hotels are a feature of all five countries. These act as student
accommodation during the rest of the year, offer good value for money
and are often enthusiastically run by the students themselves.

Catering to the Self

There are ways, though, of getting to even closer grips with the way
of life of your chosen country; and this brings us to the second type of
vacation in which Scandinavia excels: self-catering, One of its most popu-
lar forms is the farm vacation, which the Danes in particular have devel-
oped to a fine art. Usually these vacations are on a half- or full-board basis,
but in most cases the great attraction is that you will be staying on a work-
ing farm with the option of participating in the way of life of a working
family. The potential benefits hardly need stressing, especially if you have
youngsters in tow. The rural settings are likely to be idyllic, if remote, so
it’s an advantage to have your own transport.

But if you want to savor the northern summer as only the Scandinavians
know how, you should give serious thought to that quite indispensable
feature of their way of life: the summer cottage. It probably isn’t too much
of an exaggeration to say that most families in all five nations own, rent,
borrow or otherwise have access to four walls and a roof somewhere in
the great beyond of the countryside. It can be anything from a simple

“shack to a minor mansion, but is likely to be somewhere in between with
an almost guaranteed tranquillity—except perhaps on a few popular coast-
al stretches of Denmark and Sweden—on some lake, river or sea shore.

To such havens, families will retire for the entire summer, working.

members joining them at every opportunity, spending their time swim-
ming, fishing, boating, walking in woods or over hills and fells, or simply
watching the ever changing interplay of light and color as reflections are
flung from water to sky and back again, or the surrealistic sunsets that
linger far into the nordic night. You, the visitor, would do well to follow
suit. '

The best-equipped (and most expensive) summer cottages usually form
part of a holiday village, often featuring a restaurant, shop, some sports
facilities and perhaps entertainment. Centers of this kind tend to reach
a higher degree of sophistication in Denmark and Sweden than in Norway
and Finland (you won’t find them in Iceland), and it is this type of holiday
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property that is mainly marketed overseas. Rentals for individually sited
cottages, for which there are many agencies in Scandinavia, can be very
much lower—even downright cheap if you are content to *“get back to na-
ture” as so many Scandinavians are (whatever they like to say). This, at
its most basic, may mean drawing water from a well, hewing your own
firewood or accepting the sufficiency of an outdoor privy. Whatever the
standard, though, the setting will certainly be memorable.

Nature, Naturally

So we come to the third and final type of holiday for which these lands
are especially well suited: holidays in which the emphasis is, quite simply,
on nature itself and the various ways of savoring it to the full. The most
obvious way is on foot; Scandinavia, after all, is the home of orienteering,
But never fear—you won’t need to go armed with a compass. Marked
trails cater for those whose energies are geared only to a short stroll
through fragrant pinewoods along a lake shore all the way up to those
more rugged types whose idea of fun is many days back-packing through
terrain as isolated as any that Europe can offer. Punctuating the latter,
overnight shelter is available in strategically-sited wilderness refuges or
well-equipped hostels and mountain cabins. In Norway they have taken
things a stage further with a unique system of mountain huts where basic
essentials (blankets, food, fuel, etc.) can be purchased or hired on a self-
service basis, offering a welcome economy in muscle power. Not to be out-
done, the Danes, whose greatest claim to a mountain touches the sky at
around 500 feet in Jutland, have evolved their own specialty: organized
“marches” or, better, rambles of various duration, one of the most popular
being along the old Military Road, a historic track through Jutland. Hun-
dreds of people take part in these but, of course, the trails are available
at any time if you’re not the gregarious type.

Cycling is another activity that the Danes have got well organized,
though the lack of hills does give them a substantial headstart. Packages
include a detailed itinerary, accommodations of various grades and, of
course, the bike itself, though you can also bring your own, transported
free on most North Sea ferries. Similar packages have spread to Sweden
and, to a lesser extent, Norway and Finland. In Iceland, the sturdy little

horses directly descended from Viking-era ancestry are rather better

adapted to the-rugged terrain.

With so many lakes and so much sea around, messing about in boats
is an activity more or less built-in to the Scandinavian summer scene.
You’ll find that a rowing boat comes almost, as it were, as part of the furni-
ture with a lot of self-catering accommodations, and there will be some-
thing that floats available, either free or at nominal cost, at many hotels
and most campsites. The Finns and Swedes are great canoeists, with a
whole range of rallies weaving across the blue and green landscapes. On
one Swedish river, you can even build your own log raft for a leisurely
float of several days, borné by the current at a mile per hour. Sailing is
immensely popular—after all, some of the most famous windjammers
from the great era of sail were built and had their home ports in Baltic
waters, and a number of them are now museum ships. Today, the vessels
may be more modest, but the flutter of sails is pretty well a constant feature
of any coastal scene and the spectacle provided by the major regattas that
punctuate the Danish calendar especially are sights to remember. Charter-
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ing a yacht isn’t quite so easy (the best chancqs are in Denmark and S\:ve-
den), but if you want to get a good grounding in what every budd.mg
yachtsman ought to know, a number of sailing schools are ready to oblige.
The Scandinavians are also inveterate swimmers. Don’t be put off by
the latitudes. Water temperatures won’t, of course, mafch those of the
Mediterranean, but in summer you’ll find them surprisingly acceptable
and, at worst, refreshing! The best sands are on t.he west coast of Dgn-
mark’s Jutland, where they’re so firm and extensive that you can drive
a car along them for miles on end; other good sands are on the west .coa§t
of Finland. Almost anywhere else, whether by lake or sea, the bathing is
off rocks, usually long, smooth shoulders of granite coqurtably sha;?ed
for soaking in the sun, which happens to be another favorite occupation
in these parts. _
If you get the opportunity to take a sauna bat.h—al.ld you almpst certain-
ly will—you’ll never have a better one, especially 1f. you are in Eml'anfl,
the home of the sauna, where for many people, it is still almos.t as intrinsic
a part of life as eating and sleeping. A true country sauna poised on lake-
or sea-shore bears little resemblance to its urbanized descend?nt, even less
to most exported versions. For the Finn, the sauna is a social as well as
a cleansing experience—for some almost a spiritual one, too; and when
you relax afterwards looking out across quiet waters under the huge porth—
ern sky, you may begin to understand why. The Ic'elanders have their own
specialty: an abundance of natural warm water piped from the bovyels of
the earth into swimming pools in which you can bathe in the open air even
in the depths of winter. o
And this brings us to that entirely different part of the Scandinavian
scene: the Nordic winter. Skiing as a sport was born in Norway: to be pre-
cise in the village of Morgedal, in the province of Telemark. As f?r as la;ge
numbers of Norwegians, Swedes and Finns are concerned, skiing was—
and for some still is—an essential part of everyday lifc? for several mopths
of the year. For most, however, the element of necessity }.1as b.een -entirely
removed, though this does not prevent them donning their sk1§ at any ex-
¢use, or even without one, for it’s a quite common sight to see city dwellers
" skiing to work across their parks. Though there. are quite a few resorts,
many of them well-known, offering good~dovstnhlll facxlltles,.gspecl.ally in
Norway, those accustomed to the more yertlcal type of skiing will ﬁpd
things a bit different here. The terrain varies enormously from the consid-
erable mountains of Norway to the smooth treeless slopes of the northern

Swedish and_Finnish_fells, and the.great white expanses of lowland lake- -

and-forestscapes. But generally speaking, the Scandinavian preff:rence re-
mains for cross-country skiing—or the other extreme of hurling them-

selves into the void from the top of a sky-scraping ski jump. In both, their -

" successes in Olympic and World Championship events speak for them-
selves. : .

Of Nansen and Nobel

Maybe these preferences reflect certain traits of the nprt}wm tempera-
ment, so what of the Scandinavians themselves? There is little argument
that the extrovert Danes are the easiest to get to know. Norweg_lans and
Finns have a self-sufficiency and reserve which you might even interpret
as indifference, though you’d be quite wrong; you may have to make the
first move, but the results will probably be overwhelming. In between are
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the Swedes, a little more solemn, still a bit sensitive about their long neu-
. trality and material well-being, but responsive to a friendly interest in their
affairs. ' .

That said, they all share common characteristics, most of them rooted

_ in the pioneer spirit which has led them to develop one of the highest stan-

dards of living anywhere, despite a predominantly harsh climate. One is
a fine, dry sense of humor allied to an endearing ability to laugh at them- -

selves. Another is more paradoxical, for the very-pioneer spirit which has

produced some exceptional explorers, from Viking times onwards, is

matched by a rare compassion and concern for the more wretched affairs

: of the world. Thus 20th century Scandinavia has been in the vanguard

' in helping the under-privileged and in striving to inject peace into a hu-

manity sometimes seemingly bent upon self-destruction.

Just one example is the Norwegian, Fridtjof Nansen, who achieved ma-
jestic feats of human endurance as an Arctic explorer and then, with equal
single-mindedness, applied his energies to the seemingly intractable prob-
lems of the world at the League of Nations, concerning himself especially
with the agonies of the world’s refugees. In 1923, he won the cherished
Peace Prize instituted by yet another Scandinavian, Alfred Bernhard
Nobel, the Swedish inventor of dynamite. Since those days, international

L forums seeking disarmament accords have regularly taken place on Scan-
) dinavian soil, while young Scandinavians participate in peace-kéeping
forces and medical missions in various troubled parts of the globe.

Design As Art

We've already established that the Scandinavians know how to make
themselves comfortable under almost any circumstance. But they are also
 very insistent that things should be beautiful as well as practical. Scandina-
vian architects have established reputations that are world-wide, Scandi-
navian designers regularly carry off prizes at international contests. And
this is probably largely because the “average” citizen cares to a degree that
is rare elsewhere about the design and craftsmanship that has gone into
the bowl which decorates his table, the ceramics or glass from which he
eats and drinks, the textiles. that hang at his windows, even the pots and
pans he cooks in or the tools with which he will further endeavour to im-
prove the quality of life. This intrinsic preference for the aesthetic, and -
the talents with which to satisfy it, have visible repercussions on the holi-
day scene. A less obvious, but nonetheless.pleasing side-effect is the nufi-
"“ber of crafts centers or studios to be stumbled upon, often in the most un-
expected backwoods areas, where talented artists—many of them escapees
from city life—are producing beautiful items in wood, ceramics, textiles,
precious or semi-precious metals and stones, either for practical use or
pure adornment.

When it comes to the fine arts, interestingly (and with a few obvious
exceptions), the Scandinavians are more successful as sculptors than as
. painters, though there are probably proportionately more of both than in

-most other parts of the world. Open-air art exhibitions are a strong feature
.of the Scandinavian summer, some of them so remotely tucked away
among the woods and lakes that you wonder how anyone ever gets to hear
of them, let alone make the effort to go there. But they do. They’re also
prolific writers and avid readers not only of their own literature, but every-
. one else’s too. To a degree you’ll probably find shaming, they will almost
b certainly know more about you than you know about them.
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Markets and Midsummer Madness

-air exhibitions are only one small aspect of the al fresco activities
thgz:;r‘:cterize the long days of the Scandinavian summer. Most slygxb:)l;
ic of all is the great festival common to the whole region whlchdce e ;a Z :
Midsummer, usually at the weekend closes.t to th; longest ) aé. oc !
points of the festivities are the huge bonfires lit on Mldsummgrls ‘;fe ;;]rere
ty well everywhere; except, that is, in Sweden apd western 'Fm‘ anh w ;er
these are replaced by decorated maypoles. M_usw and fiancmg is th e or o
of the day—or rather night, for few people will see their beds on this occ
Slolr;uring the light summer evenings, open-air theaters tal.(e over.wherrz
most regular theaters are closed for t.hc'z season. Street entertammkent (;sS[:l\e-
ticularly popular, especially in the cities and towns of Denmark an e
den. The main ones will probably attract a fgw protest marches, too, ‘l.le(
the Scandinavian young passionately recording tl}enr assent or (more 1 z:
ly) dissent on issues ranging from local laws to distant wars. Sportmlg a\es
tivities confined for so many months of the year to.mdoor sports oc;jomp ei&he
are smartly transferred to the great outdoors. This sporting ex ‘ us tho1 =
great outdoors is by no means confined solely to more obviously at }?
pursuits. One of the sights of Sweden’s urban parks are tl}e opex;]-alr c esi
games, played with giant-size chessmen and great solemnity to the ;pc;:){n_
paniment of murmured advice from the audience of enthusiasts which in

i s round. N
var’ll'zl‘ltlng;:iei: museum, reconstructing the living conditions aqd wa);l-of-
life long past, was born in Scandinavia: in Stockholm, to be prefjlsl;:, w el:
you can visit the original Skansen whose name has been adopted by a pr .r
liferation of “skansens” the world over. And, of course, there are open-al
markets filling the squares and narrow streets of many of the pre;ty ;l)rovm:
cial towns and, incidentally, providing a good hunting ground for ﬂess e_:xh
pensive handicrafts. In fact in larger cities, some of these market:1 ounfsa
year-round, and there’s nothing that qunte{matches the atmosp erct: o ‘
mid-winter market with be-furred axlld heawzﬂ-b;)lg:;iosntall holders stamp
i i in the snow, the sun low on the :
mgnglfil\:a{:ec;f a more cultural nature—of all kinds anfi at all 1evels—n0s;v
pack the Scandinavian summer calendar. Some cover just about eyeryfcu“;
tural activity you can think of, others are more spe.clah'zed, ranging l:l?he
jazz to chamber or organ music and folklore to historic pa;lgsar}t?:. 5
top events attract top international perfqrmers f}'om the world o ;3 ea en,
ballet, opera and music; among the leading festivals are those at ergtetc;
Helsinki and Arhus. But if you’'ve made opera your scene, yollihw:m 5
head for the gorgeous Rococo theater_of Drottmngholm, StocS o) r{}, or
the splendid medieval castle that provnc}es the setting for the zgon ";1 '
Opera Festival in Finland. For lovers of jazz, the choice mc!udesF ol'mn1 -
gen, Molde in Norway, Pori in Finland, while the Rosklldfz esm(/iaf =
Denmark tops the lot in northern Europe for a feast of rock, jazz gr:v ed(;n :
music. Allegorical plays are a specialty of Dalarna province mmt' thc'
the Swedish island of Gotland focuses on a moving mystery pagth t'itin
Danes of southern Jutland have; qostalgna tt'o; l:;e:ir:e;z:l eg:lg:s::nd 1g i 5
i nts; and their compatriots 1 ! :
?)L;:l:s ?o';'ga:(;:ar::l :?1: men do!) and recreate the life and times of the Vi-
kings at their annual Viking Festival.
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Some events will never make the international calendar and are just pure
fun, like the Sleepyhead Day of Naantali in Finland when, if you’re a late
riser, you might just qualify for being thrown into the sea! Folkloric cus-
tom and culture are strong favorites, whether as part of an organized festi-
val (Kaustinen in Finland, Skagen in Denmark) or perpetuating such
deep-rooted traditions as church boat processions, again in Dalarna where
this was once the only way of traveling to worship, or the peasant-style
weddings of western Norway.

With a bit of careful planning, you could fill the months from late spring
to early fall moving from one event to another. For the rest of the year,
the theater, opera and concert season takes over in the towns and cities,
and out in the country districts workaday activities, geared to the rhythm
of the seasons, provide some of the most colorful events of all. Up around
the Arctic Circle and beyond, for example, the reindeer round-ups of
northern Norway, Sweden and Finland provide a memorably boisterous
scene of whirling lassos and thundering hooves, strongly reminiscent of
the Wild West, yet muted by deep-freeze temperatures and a thick blanket
of snow. And still way beyond the Arctic Circle, thousands of fishermen
in hundreds of vessels converge during the early months of the year on
the icy seas around Norway’s spectacular Lofoten Islands for the annual
harvest of the Lofotens Fisheries. This scene of extraordinary activity,
which depends on nothing more or less than the life cycle of the cod, goes
back to the Middle Ages, and such is its importance that the whole proce-

dure comes under the jurisdiction of its own special Fisheries “govern-
ment.”

Of the People ...

But what of the broader canvas of the Scandinavian social and political
scene? Certainly, the flame of democracy burns steadily here and with his-
toric continuity. Here the world’s first parliament saw the light of day (in
Iceland around A.p. 930). Here originated the post of Ombudsman to in-
vestigate complaints against government departments (in Sweden in 1809).

Here the first women in Europe—the second in the world—won the fran- | | IA'

chise (in Finland in 1906). And here the first woman ever was freely elect-
ed as head of state (presently, the President of Iceland). Yet traditions die
hard and few Scandinavians have any inclination to tamper with their aris-
tocratic and royal heritage where it exists. Three of the countries can pro-
duce a royal family apiece, two of them a plethora of counts and barons.
That said, the Scandinavian royals are as much “of the people” as you
are likely to find anywhere, as you’ll discover when you brush elbows with
the Swedish king in a Stockholm theater lobby, or meet the Danish royal
family cycling along a rural lane, or learn that the Norwegian Crown
Prince underwent all the same hardships of a military winter exercise as
his contemporaries. The fact of the matter is that these monarchs provide
the stabilizing influence, above and beyond political considerations, and
the continuity so necessary to the continued well-being of the countries.
It’s probably no exaggeration to say that if the monarchy were abolished
in any of the three countries where it exists, the king would be a strong
contender for president!
Politically, the emphasis is on moderation. If you are accustomed to
a two-party system, you may find the number of parties from which Scan-
dinavian electors need to choose their representatives a little excessive (10
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in Denmark, for example, and nine in Finland), and it’s true that coalitions
are often a necessary by-product. In parts of the region, too, the Commu-
nist party is rather more in evidence than most of us are used to, though
its steady decline is equally apparent, its position in Finland (one of its
former strongholds) having dropped from a close second in 1945 to a lag-
ging fourth in 1987. It is also important to realise that Scandinavia’s brand
of Eurocommunism has moved some distance from the Soviet variety with
which it is often in conflict.

But for the most part, it’s the Social Democrats—broadly comparable
to the Democrats—who constitute the overall political makeup of Scandi-
navia, at the expense of such other major groups as the the Center, Conser-
vative and Liberal parties.

Economy and Enterprise

In any survey of the contemporary Scandinavian scene, the question
arises sooner or later, on what have the Scandinavians based their current
considerable prosperity? Fortuitously, most of the natural features that
contribute so much to their countries’ attractions can be translated one
way or another into hard cash. Thus, timber, fish, iron and steel, dairy
farming, hydro-electric energy, shipping and, in more recent years, oil,
all constitute a major part of the region’s economy, along with their by-
products and the specialized equipment with which to process them. But
in modern times, overspecialization has revealed its own hazards, as be-
came evident to the Finns once dangerously dependent on timber and
paper exports, and Icelanders whose economy was almost entirely based
on fishing.

But like the rest of us, the Scandinavians have recognized the vital need
to diversify and are now applying their special talents to a much broader
range of goods. The latest in electronic equipment and medical supplies,
complex machinery of all kinds, fashions and furniture, sports equipment
and household appliances, all swell the selection of items that now appear
on their order books. To such exports an all-important addition can be
made, albeit an invisible one: know-how. All over the world, you’ll come
across Scandinavians bringing their expertise to the development of new
enterprise, whether it’s a tractor factory in Brazil, a telex-data installation
in Saudi Arabia, a smelting furnace in India, a paper mill in Canada, or
a hotel in the Balkans.

You could almost call it a new Viking era.
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Prosperity Out of Confilict

Scandinavia today presents a picture of harmonious unity: fiv.
. . : e A
:ne;, lmkc;d by a common culture, geography and history, pgliticall;o::d
echnologically sophisticated, at peace with themselves and the world
There are, to be sure, differences between them. Finland, for example, h ;
a language that owes nothing to the other Scandinavian ;ongues I\?or;vaas
Sweden angi Denmark are monarchies, Finland and Iceland are 're ubli .
Denmark is the only Scandinavian member of the EEC, the Cgmn;gs.
Market. Sweden and Finland have long been politically nor’x-aligned No .
way, Denma.rk a.nd. Icel:.md are all active members of NATO. But’ whz;
ﬁ::te:n%c?tn?;r:laigz l:]st lilu:x;]z_xtel:(ly ?f greater significance than what divides
, o think o i ies i
m(;;ietrr_lt world more happily or n:trzlyra(igl elingitr:;pmg of countries in the
ut it was not always so. Her present envia i ili
are a striking tribute to the new nr;aturity of onl():l:r[i)\r':ls Zigtzv:?r(iinm;:rlllg ¢
with little more than a common tongue—Finland excepted—angd theisr’

ha Sh Clima and iS i
. .
I . te ()lathll on the nOrthern fr]nges Ot Eu10pe to unite

Bog People and Berserkers

More than anything else, it is the fa i i
; ct of her isolation that provides th
key lx:ote of much early Scandinavian history. With the excepzon of Is)en(-e
fn;:r apd parts of southern Sweden, Scandinavia is a vast and frequently
inhospitable land, underpopulated even today; a land of endless forests
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and mountain fastnesses, laced by rivers and lakes and buffeted by the long
northern winter. This combination of remoteness and vast scale long con-
spired to ensure that she remained in the backwaters of early European
history.
Not surprisingly, Scandinavia’s earliest inhabitants seem naturally to
have gravitated towards its most fertile and temperate regions. Though
relics dating back six or seven thousand years—in particular primitive
skis—have been found in the empty wastes of Finland and northern Swe-
den, it was in the south of Scandinavia, in present day Denmark and south-
ern Sweden, that the first sizeable settlements existed. There is consider-
able evidence to suggest that by the Bronze Age (c. 1500 B.c-500 B.C)) the
early Scandinavians had become successful farmers and hunters, skilled
also at pottery and weaving. A number of Scandinavian museums—the
Nordic Museum in Stockholm pre-eminently—contain sizeable collec-
tions of jewelry, pottery and other artefacts from burial mounds which
attest to the relative sophistication of these early inhabitants. Remarkably,
two of the men themselves, pickled by the peat bogs in which they were
buried, have also been found. The severed heads of these grisly remains—
Graubolle man and Tollund man—are today on view, for those with
strong stomachs, at the Arhus and Silkeborg museums in Denmark.

Yet despite this evidence of a not inconsiderable population, Scandina-
via remained isolated from the main centers of Europe. Even the Romans
baulked at her trackless forests and vast unpopulated expanses, no doubt
discouraged also by her brutal winters, and the northernmost limits of
their empire stopped far to the south of the Scandinavian lands. Nonethe-
less, it seems clear that merchants from the south were happy to barter
with the mysterious northern tribes. The pieces of amber that could be
picked up on Denmark’s beaches were particularly prized by the Romans,
who traded ivory, silver and gold for them. Roman coins have even been
found in remote and rugged Iceland—Ultima Thule indeed.

By about A.D. 700 much of coastal southern Scandinavia had been set-
tled, though vast areas of the interior remained uninhabited. Interestingly,
though perhaps not surprisingly, the most densely populated areas, at the
heart of the most important agricultural lands and strategically placed for
trade, were subsequently to grow into modern Scandinavia’s capitals. But
in addition, Trondheim, on the northwest coast of Norway, also developed
as an important center.

As well as being successful hunters and farmers, the Scandinavians also
traded extensively. The Swedes, for example, controlled the fur trade be-
tween north and south Scandinavia, while the Norwegians of the Atlantic
coast had trade links with both southern Sweden and Denmark and the
Frisian islands on the west coast of Germany. However, the inhospitable
interior meant that most trade was dependent on sea travel, and it is evi-
dent that despite their primitive navigational know-how the early Scandi-
navians were skilled shipwrights and routinely undertook long and ardu-
ous sea voyages. At the same time, increasingly persistent warring between
rival tribes also made the possession of sea-going vessels necessary.

Around A.D. 800 something very strange happened to these somewhat
primitive hunters and farmers, relegated to the outer fringes of Europe.
Without warning, and for reasons that still remain the subject of specula-

tion, they exploded onto the European scene, sallying forth from Scandi-
navia in their long ships and wreaking havoc—pillaging, looting and ter-
rorizing—over the length and breadth of Europe. The Vikings had arrived.
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“From the fury of the Norsem i ”
a (‘i:;;lplty-felt and oft-uttered pxe':)"ecr;(i)r(:dml;?lryd ::1!:: ecfful:ﬁ.,urc:v o € become
Whethzre;/:;mt)};:icrea;sons for the sudden appearance of tﬁ: Vikings—
s e T l;))eesls'ure created by population increases in their home-
o i climate, or just a simple-minded taste for a wander-
g oy Excitem ertl) and exploration (the ultimate test of Viking manhood
Tahioe succesef zllr:-chested or "‘t.)erserk")—one thing is clear. The Vi-
g s o vz ul because the dlsmte_gration of the Roman empire had
e o cuum in Europe, leaving the continent weak and disor-
» a prey to any who chanced upon her. Thus the Vikings remorseless-

ly swept through Euro i
A le ey pe, as though a cannon loaded with grapeshot had

Swedes thrust southeastwards acros i
say (_rus means Sw.cde), and reaching t}?eﬂl;?alzﬁlg:;
5::: ne»:rr, ﬁn:ii Persia by t'he Volga river and Caspian
zan{jne :me :15 V_all{langxan (or'Vlking) guards, elite bodyguards to the By-
e }ﬁ; lgrrl.d ehNorwegla.ns sailed west and north, overtaking Orl)cl-
o ke t, which remamed Scandinavian until 1468 when the
i Atlantﬁ: grea 1?' the Scottish crown. Step by step, they then bridgez
e V’i Lo :d m% the Faroes. (850), Iceland (874), Greenland (984)
s —North _Amencg—( 1000). The Atlantic leap itself was
Ay }i’ WO generations. Eric the Red left Norway to farm in I
Leif, . dien moved on to. found the Greenland colony. It was his sge-

Ti;e I‘Iorwsecci)veredl America. "
PRt Lga ]a::s Da_ SO swept down the west coast of Britain, to the Isle
O ’England tl?)tllrlct. and Ireland. The Danes meanwhile landed in
Engtand, banc " gshak_lshxng York as their major center. In the south of
combinea e l.ar}):s = ing Canute eventually reigned (1016-1035) over a
e glish, Danish and Norwegian domain. At the same ti

rance became Normandy, the land of the northmen, soorllnt]g

emerge as an independent count illi
ot o B o ntry and, under Duke William, to begin the

founding Russia some
by means of the Dnie-
sea. In Constantinople

The Coming of Christianity

Though the impact of the Vikings was great iki
: Y . , the V. i
;;Laztsl:a);ss};ﬁgl lived, lasting from_ about 80% to 1050. l;:}r:fngi:sliielr; ::S
b o?st }tlo elnsure that it exhausted itself quickly. At all events
i dadererrad. e 11th century, the Viking period was rapidly bein ’
irpy a); : r?el:v and much more stable economic and political orde%
S i %v atsug }:(:1 sttl::nli{tenalisance. Am_i at .the heart of this new
seemingly endless night of the DZ;RS Z:g Pt Inevitably dispersing the
So;l;ein\(’illgggs themselves. yielded to the forces of the *
et r:\t;})lpegre(i. positively to welcome the new religion and proved
e s usiastic converts and, later, missionaries, happy to des-
vrwdprigh s g:f 1;1terest was more tepid to the Viking Valhalla. None-
T V;/odon oy 1efs and religions of the Vikings lingered on—their Gods
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday: For s e epreused 3 Tuesday,
ity y, r ; a time, Christianity fu. i
byktll?eg lrgltl}f-lg::tﬁ;;r;‘;?ec:;ﬁﬁ :sygtf:ig‘s, nowhere better);llu:fg::g}:l::;
: orw i
survived to the present day at Fantoft, Borag):;nz nﬂl:]rgbzggf ‘Yl‘lllll:sl:: }:Z;,le

pale Galilean.”
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pagoda-like structures, whose tiered wooden roofs rise delicately sky-
wards, are always surmounted by a cross, but on their eaves and along
the door jambs dragons and other pagan symbols are carved. Even today
there are clear traces of the old Scandinavian religions in the far north
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among the Lapps and in Finnmark.

[ But Christianity proved itself an irresistable force and by 1300 had es-
@ - tablished itself throughout Scandinavia. Sweden even produced a saint,
S £ 2 Bridget, born in 1303. She subsequently moved to Rome where she wrote
» g ‘;8 S i a series of widely influential mystic Revelations and founded an order of
2o & E% - zy nuns, the Bridgettines.
=8 geisy X
PG >5>8us < -~ The Middle Ages
l'S E l = w o For all that Christianity underpinned Scandinavian society in the Mid-
T 7 e dle Ages, Scandinavian history in this period nonetheless presents a con-

fused picture of succeeding dynasties, recalcitrant nobles and scheming
bishops. And for much of the period, that is until the beginning of the
17th century, Scandinavia remained essentially remote from developments
on the wider European stage, a minor player in an increasingly important
game. Even Denmark, for example, long the most developed and prosper-
ous of the Scandinavian countries, largely by virtue of its proximity to the
European mainland, was reduced to bit part status, falling under the sway
of the Hanseatic League, the predatory merchants of Hamburg and Lii-
beck in north Germany who negotiated for themselves lucrative trading
monopolies among the hapless Scandinavians. The Hansa quays in Ber-
gen, Norway, have survived as potent evidence of Hanseatic power.

At the same time that Scandinavia was groaning under the Hanseatic
yoke in the 13th and 14th centuries, another catastrophe struck in the form
of the Black Death. Norway alone lost a third of her population between
1349 and 1350. Essential reading for an idea of the impact of the Black
Death on the infant Scandinavian states is Sigrid Undset’s sprawling novel
Kristin Lavransdatter.

Literature of another sort was actually being produced during this peri-
od, in Iceland, by the aristocratic and cultured Snorri Sturlson (1179~
1241). He it was who committed to writing the achievements and adven-
tures of the Viking age, and celebrated early Iceland’s turmoil and war-
ring, in the Sagas and Eddas, the greatest monuments of early Scandina-
vian literature and an invaluable treasure house of historic myths and
tales. Ironically perhaps, he did so at a moment when not only had the
Vikings all but faded from the scene but when Iceland itself, until the 13th
century a considerable political force in Scandinavian affairs and a proudly
independent land—it is Iceland’s happy boast that she is the site of the
oldest republic north of the Alps—was fast fading herself, a decline contin-
ued in 1264 when Iceland succumbed to Norwegian rule, as had Green-
land three years earlier.

However, this period of Norwegian expansion in the 13th century was
to prove brief and, the Hanseatic League notwithstanding, by the 14th cen-
tury it was Denmark that had emerged as the dominant voice in Scandina-
vian affairs, consolidating her hold on the whole of the region in 1389 in
the shape of the Kalmar Union by which Sweden, Finland and Norway
were united under Danish rule. The Kalmar Union, which lasted until
1521, was essentially the work of the remarkable Queen Margrethe of Den-
mark. She was, however, Regent only and in 1397 handed the reigns of
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The Reformation and Sweden’s Rise
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only outlet to the North Sea, for example, was a narrow strip at the mouth
of the Gota river between hostile Denmark and Norway, and her ambi-
tions in the Baltic were permanently under threat from Russia and Poland
as well as Denmark herself. Moreover, by the beginning of the 17th centu-
ry Denmark had acquired a new ruler in Christian IV (1588-1648) whose
dynamism and ambition were formidable. As well as being an indefatiga-
 ble builder—Copenhagen’s fairy-tale summer palace of Rosenborg and the
Borsen (Stock Exchange) with its barley-sugar-twist spire both owe their
existence to the energetic Christian; similarly, he rebuilt Oslo, moving it
nearer to its present location and renaming it Christiania in the process—
Christian made strident efforts to regain the dominance Denmark had en-
Joyed during the heyday of the Kalmar Union. Denmark still controlled
all shipping passing through the narrow sound between Copenhagen and
southern Sweden—the Sound of Sounds, as it came to be known, and the
principal link between the Baltic and the North Sea. Similarly, her mari-
~ time prowess in the Baltic remained impressive.

Under Christian the Danes embarked on an extended series-of military
campaigns against the Swedes. However, while the Danes were fortunate
to have so outstanding a ruler in Christian, the Swedes were even more
blessed. And in Gustavus 11 Adolphus, the Lion of the North who roared
his way to the throne in 1611, they found themselves a ruler of outstanding
military abilities, more than the equal of even one as apparently awesome
as Christian IV, :

Under Gustavus, Sweden swept confidently into the 17th century and
her age of greatness, during which she defeated the Danes, driving them
out of southern Sweden, and turned the Baltic into what was to amount
to her own private preserve. In addition, the brilliant military campaigns
waged by Gustavus were to ensure Sweden a decisive role in the complex
entanglements of the Thirty Years War (161 8-1648), in which the Catho-
lic forces of the Holy Roman Empire, ruled by the Habsburgs, grappled
brutally and somewhat pointlessly with the Protestant forces of northern
Europe, represented principally by Sweden. By 1632, in fact, the Swedes
under Gustavus had swept through the whole of present day Germany
and were poised to take Austria, the heart of the Holy Roman Empire,

when Gustavus was killed at the battle of Lutzen in 1632, The Swedes
were victorious at Lutzen, but the death of their charismatic general and
king broke the momentum of their campaign, and the battle was to mark
the high point of the European adventures.

-—Gustavus Adolphus-was succeded by his young daughter; the enigmatic

and ambivalent Christina. In the early part of her reign, however, when
Christina was still a child, the country was governed by a Council headed
by the able statesman Axel Oxenstierna. Though Sweden under Oxenstier-
na remained a major military influence in the Thirty Years War, which,
as it neared its climax, was to turn Germany into one vast and chaotic
battlefield, Oxenstierna himself turped his attentions increasingly towards
developments in the Baltic, seeking to establish Sweden as the pre-eminent
power there. In this, as in other matters of foreign policy, Christina played
no very significant role once she had come of age. Though a woman of
striking intelligence (but of less-than-lovely appearance), Christina devot-
ed herself almost exclusively to establishing luxury, elegance and learning
in her court. Her reckless extravagance and neglect of matters of state,
despite the warnings of Oxenstierna, were eventually to prove her undoing
and in ‘1654 she was forced to abdicate. Her disgrace in the eyes of her




SCANDINAVIAN HISTORY 37
SCANDINAVIA

36 countrymen, who by now she affected to despise for their ignorance and
: crudity, was compounded by her subsequent conversion to Catholicism

Bridget had used, where she died in 1689,
However, the combined efforts of Oxenstierna and Christina’s succes-
sors Charles X Gustavus and Charles XI Gustavus were equal to the task

The Swedish Empire, 1523 to 1721
Sweden in the reign of Gustavus Vasa (1523-60)
i Swedish gains, 1561-1645

. . 58
Y] swedish gains, 1645 _ )
»=. greatest extent of Swedish Empire, 1658 2
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OINT RUSSIAN: ‘ west of the Sound.

WEGIAN- R
M fortress 3 % % "2359'5“ LANDS By the end of the 17th century Sweden was again ruled by a man of
J 117 QoS et siion Yaar \ : outstanding military ability, the romantic soldier-king Charles XII Gusta. -

: , vus. He needed to be, too, for in 1700 Sweden was attacked simultaneously
N by the combined armies of Poland, Denmark and Russia. Despite the over-

Poltava ini 1709. Charles sought refuge in Turkey from where, extraordi-
narily, he continued to rule over distant Sweden. By now, however, Swe-
Linko -den faced an even larger alliance, made up of Russia, Poland, Denmark,
58 Britain and two of the north German states, Hanover and Prussia. Hope-
R @3 ; lessly outnumbered, Charles then attempted to disrupt the alliance be-
’ G?:“’ tween Russia and Britain, to which end he returned, incognito, to Scandj-
4 navia in 1718. In the middle of these clandestine negotiations, Charles was
mysteriously murdered in Norway, ending all hope of disrupting the pow-
erful forces ranged against him. The Swedes were forced to capitulate,
Much of Sweden’s Baltic empire was ceded to the Russians, including

Rococo and Revolution

Though Sweden remained the dominant power in the 18th century
among the Scandinavian nations, the period as a whole witnessed the grad-
ual decline of Scandinavian influence. For example; while Denmark con-
tinued to enjoy considerable maritime prestige, she was also to fall increas-
ingly under the influence of Prussia in northern Germany, a trend that
POLAND : continued into the 19th century. Similarly, Norway and Finland, the one
. . : , still ruled by Denmark, the other partitioned between Sweden and Russia,
™. ' ‘ remained obscure and generally insignificant lands, And Sweden herself

' g was forced to watch the gradual erosion of what remained of her Baltic
i L empire. -
: ¥ Nonetheless, it was in Sweden that the most interesting developments
occurred, especially during the reign of Gustavus ITI, who came to the

KINGDOM OF

velous palace at Drottningholm, just outside Stockholm, with its delightful
1 Rococo theater, is eloquent proof of the artistic revolution that occurred
§  under this most enlightened of Swedish kings. The period also saw Sweden




38 SCANDINAVIA

Step into the intellectual and scientific limelight. Carl von Linée—wc: know
him as Linnaeus—was the leading botanist of his day, whose reyolut}onary
Systems of Nature pioneered the same essential system c?f classxﬁcatlon_ for
plants as that used today. Gustavus—a great admirer of 'all things
French—also founded the Swedish Academy, modeled on its famous
French cousin. ] -

But in 1792 Gustavus was assassinated, a victim of the violent polmc_al
opposition his far-reaching reforms had stirred up among tlge Swedish aris-
tocracy. Yet to some extent even his death amounted to llttl_e more t.han
a sideshow, for by the end of the 18th century, internal eveqts in Scandina-
via were being more and more overshadowed b)f the turmoil engulfing El_l-
rope as a whole following the French Revolutan. As Napoleon‘and. his
revolutionary armies marched across the Coqtment, the Scandmavu.ms
found themselves inexorably drawn into the greater European conflict,
with consequences that were to influence decisively the further develop-
ment of Scandinavian history. ,

Thus in 1801, for example, Nelson attacked Copenhagen to prevent Ng-
poleon obtaining the Danish navy for his intended ipvasmn o.f Britain. Six
years later, Wellington bombarded the capital again and seized the fleet
himself. Similarly, Sweden under Gustavus IV Adol'phu.s, having declared
herself for Britain largely on the strength of her trading links, was attacked
by the Russians in 1807 following a recent alliance f.'orged between Napo-
leon and Russia. The Swedish—Russian conflict was in fact to have a num-
ber of very important consequences. Not only did Sweden lose hgr remain-
ing Finnish territories to the Russians, she also found herself with a new,
and very unexpected ruler. This was one of Napoleon’s marshalls, one Ber-
nadotte, who, with the active collusion of Napoleon (who saw Bemz_idotte
as a swift means of obtaining control over Sweden), was elected ku.lg of
Sweden in 1809. However, the French emperor’s hopes were quickly
dashed when Bernadotte revealed himself as both profoundly opposed to
Napoleon’s scheming and shrewd in the extreme. At. the Congress of Vien-
na in 1815, which settled the fate of post-Napoleonic Europe, BemadotEe
was able to obtain considerable compensation for the loss of Sweden’s
Finnish lands, and even more spectacularly confirmed the transfer of Nor-
way, which had been ruled by Denmark since the 14th century, froxp 'Den-
mark to Sweden. Denmark meanwhile was left only with the politically
and economically insignificant North Atlantic islands of Iceland, Green-
land and the Faroes.

Industrialization and Independence

More than the political map of Scandinavia was changed by the events
of the first decades of the 19th century, however. By about 1820, it was
evident that Scandinavia was economically crippled, unable to keep pace
with the ever more rapid developments of the Industrial Revolutl.on or
to exploit the growing opportunities for trade created by thg opening of
new markets outside Europe by the leading European nations, among
whom the Scandinavians emphatically no longer n}lmbered. )

The 19th century was in fact a generally dismal time fqr the S.candmz'i-
vians. Lacking the capital to develop their own modern 1pdustr1es,_ the_lr
trade was gradually taken over by foreign concerns, causing a decline in
home markets that made only all the more remote the llk.elxhood of the
industrialization that by 1850 had become long overdue. Simultaneously,
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Scandinavian agriculture also declined, giving rise to wide-spread rural
poverty which in turn led to massive emigration, particularly to America,
This reached a peak between 1880 and the turn of the century.

But bankruptcy was in some senses the mother of Scandinavian inven-
tion, and from the middle years of the 19th century, a slow industrializa- -
tion spread throughout the region. Such breakthroughs as @rsted’s in elec-
tro-magnetism helped the Nordic lands, lavishly endowed with water for
electricity, to industrialize efficiently. Nobel's invention of dynamite
changed the nature of war and mining. Similar inventive genius assisted
in the growth of Danish dairying, Norwegian nitrates and Swedish ball-
bearing factories. Developments in steamships helped found an expanding
Norwegian merchant navy for fishing, world trade and, at home, provided
the coastal services from Bergen to Kirkenes and back, forerunner of
today’s Coastal Express. Railways opened up vast interior tracts and ser-
viced mines in Sweden and Finland, while canals bypassed the Baltic, link-
ing Stockholm with Gothenburg through the great lakes. The Danes estab-
lished Esbjerg in 1868 especially for trade with Britain, while the United
Steamship Company was created two years earlier to link the nation’s sca-
tered areas, and is still with us as DFDS.

Scandinavians, with their small populations, were also among the first
to realize the importance of an educated, fully participatory majority. Here
the chief figure was the Dane Gruntvig (1783-1872), whose deep reading
in the Sagas, widely-based religious views, boundless energy and patrio-
tism led him to create the highly influential Folk High School movement.
These schools, somewhat misnamed in English, offered “Education for
Life”—culture, history and poetry, moral and practical subjects and eco-
nomics for all,

While the latter half of the 19th century saw a slow rise in prosperity
in Scandinavia and the political foundation of the modern Scandinavian
states, it also saw the only serious foreign entanglement to befall Scandina-
via since the end of the Napoleonic wars. This occurred on Denmark’s
southern border with Prussia in Germany, long a source of friction be-
tween Danes and Germans. By the 1860s, the Prussians, guided by their
wily Chancellor Bismarck, had begun to cast covetous eyes on Denmark’s
border provinces, the acquisition of which they saw as the first step in the
unification of Germany under Prussia. When war came in 1864 the mili-
tary might of the Prussians was rapidly decisive and Denmark, having lost )
Norway only 50 years_earlier, now. found herself: stripped of one sixth of
her remaining lands. That the Danish monarchy survived such a crushing
national humiliation spoke volumes for its stability and popularity. (Den-
mark’s southern provinces were eventually restored to her in 1920).

The latter part of the 19th century was also marked by the growing
spread of democratic and nationalistic ideals, culminating in 1905 with
the dissolution of the joint kingdom of Sweden and Norway and the grant-
ing of full independence to Norway. Finland’s independence from Russia
in 1917, however, was achieved at much greater cost. All the Scandinavian
nations had managed to remain neutral in World War I (though all, espe-
cially Norway, suffered considerable disruption of their trade). The Finns
were thus well placed to take advantage of the Russian Revolution in 1917,
which plunged an already war-torn Russia into terrible chaos, and declare
themselves independent. Though the new Russian regime under Lenin
soon recognized this independent Finland, a large body of opinion in Fin-
land did not and civil war broke out; the “whites” favoring independence,
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the “reds” continued union with Russia, or the Soviet Union as it had now
become. The whites were quickly victorious, however, and in 1920 the bor-
ders of modern Finland were established.
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The Modern States

The Scandinavian nations continued on their peaceful course until the
late *30s, all by now determinedly neutral and essentially removed from
the growing tensions in Europe caused by the rapid rise of Nazism and
the Soviet Union. But in 1939, despite their professed neutrality, the Finns
were invaded by the Soviet Union, with whom they had signed a pact of
non-agression in 1932. Remarkably, Finland resisted the vast but disorga-
nized Soviet army for over 100 days before capitulating in March 1940.
Under the terms of the subsequent peace treaty the Finns were obliged
to cede large parts of their eastern lands to Russia.

This, however, was only the beginning of Scandinavia’s troubles. As in
World War 1, all the Scandinavian nations attempted to remain neutral
following the outbreak of World War II. The Swedes alone succeeded in
‘doing so. Both Norway and Denmark were invaded by Nazi Germany
in April 1940, while Iceland was occupied by Britain and, later, by the
‘Americans who used it as a vital staging post for ferrying men and supplies
across the Atlantic. Finland, meanwhile, then sided with the Nazis; . not,
as they are quick to point out, for any ideological reasons but because they
saw the Nazi invasion of Russia in 1941 as an ideal opportunity to regain
the territories lost in 1940. In this they were singularly unsuccessful, and
ended the war by fighting the Russians and the Germans. Though non-
combatants, the Danes and, even more particularly, the Norwegians, had
suffered almost equally grave destruction by the end of the war. To some
extent the very effectiveness of the Resistance movements both spawned
was responsible, provoking the occupying Nazis into terrible acts of repri-
sal.

By 1945 Norway, Denmark and Finland were all seriously weakened,
the Finns in addition having lost again to the Russians all the territory ‘
they had regained following their initial invasion with the Germans. Even ]
neutral Sweden ended the war with severe economic problems caused by :
the disruption of her trade and the expense of the rapid armaments pro-

The Rise of the Modern States
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gram she had been forced into in order to maintain her neutrality.

Thus it is really only in the immediate post-war period that Scandinavia

has grown into the plenty and excellence that so distinguishes her today.

independence to Iceland in 1944, followed by the granting of full autono- 3 Russis from 1721
my to Greenland in 1979. 1956 saw the formation of the Nordic Council, - ; : Yo ey
a loose grouping of all the Scandinavian states designed to further co- 8 seH LESWIG-HOLSTEIN Pl 9‘\0‘5‘5‘ 4 N
operation and development. Still a thriving organization today, it express- 1520 north Giided by plebiscite s,,f:;',"s“
es eloguently the new and happy unity of this much-troubled region. ! woon Donmark end Germany BOMERANIA b o | A N D
Yet even in today’s affluent society—and Scandinavia seems to have . w g &I8tobrussia
o GERMANY GERMANY

- Politically; the major developments of this'period were the granting of full -

weathered the recessions of the *70s and early 80s better than most—there
are many reminders that the Scandinavia of the past, the vast and trackless
land that even the Romans failed to penetrate, lingers on, a permanent
reminder of an ancient people. In the far north Eskimos still hunt seal
and polar bear where best they can be found, and Lapps still wander in
search of fresh pastures for their reindeer. They may have walkie-talkies
and central heating, but their lives are otherwise little changed from those
of their ancestors two thousand years ago.
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SCANDINAVIAN CULTURE

A Subtle Taste for Living

by
ANDREW BROWN
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Nonetheless, it is surprising that so little that is worth the attention of
grown-ups should nowadays be produced in Scandinavia, when one con-
siders that writers, musicians, sculptors and architects as good as any in
the world were flourishing here as recently as 50 years ago. This is a point
to which I will return; for the moment, it's worth concentrating on what
is good now.

The Idyll of Spring

Scandinavian children’s books are for the most part idyllic: they are set
in small, isolated communities in the country. Very little machinery is in-
volved: and when it appears it is always quaint and unimportant. What
really matters is the weather. Astrid Lindgren and Tove Jansson, for ex-
ample, are both extraordinarily sensual writers, in the pristine sense of the

‘world. “Sensual” on a book-jacket nowadays is merely a code-word for

“steamy,” as if all skin were good for were the transmission of sexual ex-
citement. But children’s skin is good for a great deal more than that, and
both Astrid Lindgren and Tove Jansson write as if they can still feel the
exhilaration that each fresh summer brings to your skin: cool water; the
thin, refreshing scent of wild-flowers borne incongruously on warm air;
the smell of mushrooms poking through pine-needles after rain.
Perhaps all these things are the gift of winter: for four months a year
there are no smells and no sounds in the Scandinavian forests at all. Only
when the snow melts and the earth warms do the smells return, and then
the migratory birds start singing. Everything drips, trickles or gurgles for
afortnight. You can walk for hours in the woods just listening to the noises
snow makes when it melts. Each one seems to promise deliverance, and,

_sure enough, when all the snow has gone, you feel as if you were stepping
.onto some undiscovered, paradisal planet after several million years in sus-

pended animation in a very old and creaky spaceship.

This sort of overwhelming change is something denied to the adult in-
habitants of more temperate places, but childhood anywhere is full of
times like that: and by close concentration on the seasons Tove Jansson
and Astrid Lindgren can perfectly reproduce the child’s sensation of exhil-
arating uncertainty. Tove Jansson’s “Moomintroll” books tend in fact to
be named for the seasons; in Astrid Lindgren the weather is less prominent
than the adventures of the hero or heroine, but without it almost all the
emotional color would be lost, and you would-be-left-with-a-comicsstrip:

The chief modern cultural product of Scandinzz/ia is c!:gitcx:;;tsiz(::';ﬁ);
“ inavi ” to be a qui
h one expects “Scandinavian Culture ¢ .
:ll:)(:)‘rlx%y affair, itpis really quite hard work to find the g}lloomy bits nowadays
der to take them seriously once you a:'e. o )
A‘glu:‘;?r‘:l:;reveryone has read Scandinavian children Js stones(:\lrlx;l; ,E}:
isti id Li Tove Jansson -
: Christian Andersen, Astrid L.mdgren, ]
:ure.t!{ l\?Ilcl)somintroll)—even the Norwegians have prodl{ced the dehgh_tful
s(t);r(i’es of “Old Mrs Pepperpot”; and all these sell in vast quantities
hout the world. They deserve to, too. S ble
:r}:;gltl%o <S)candinavian culture in its broadest fnsi that chlltdxl'::S si::;(r:-::;i
i i ¢ re no
ishes here as it does. Good children’s books a
g:g;sigr to write than good books of any sort, an.d most of us ;:lanbfa(x; l::ci::
easily remember the books that we read as children than the bo

read last week.
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It is a considerable compli-

But these books are set in a hermetically sealed world. It is not sealed
off from adults. On the contrary, the books allow us to rediscover our own
childhoods; but it is sealed off from the present as tightly as, say,
P.G.Wodehouse’s world is. In the “Moomintroll” books, the characters
are not even clothed in human form. A Filijonk or a Hemulen are both
far more accurately described human types than you will find in most “se-
rious” adult novels, but they-are both animals about six inches high, living
in hidden valleys along the Baltic coast of Finland. Astrid Lindgren’s fami-
lies live in a rural Sweden that has now quite vanished: even the food they
eat is never nowadays cooked because it’s too much trouble.

Meetings in the Potato Patch

Yet as soon as one comes to the present, it seems that Scandinavian liter-
ature has wholly lost its power. Leaving aside Ingmar Bergman’s film
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scripts, hardly anything has been written in any Scandinavian language
of any real quality since about 1950. This is all the more extraordinary
because of the great importance Scandinavians attach to culture. They
read more books and newspapers than anyone else in the world: their 4i-
braries are flexible, imaginative, and rich; their museums are marvelous;
culture is even news, so that a new book or play will be announced and
discussed on the primetime television news. And it’s all rubbish. The stu-
dent of modern Scandinavian fiction can weep tears of pure joy if he en-
counters even competence, let alone interest or quality. This has at least
one reassuring feature for the traveler: you need not feel you are missing
anything because you are unable to read Scandinavian languages. What
hasn’t been translated isn’t worth it (except for some poetry that couldn’t
be translated anyway).

Yet the reasons for the current cultural drought in Scandinavia are
worth examining, if only because what came before was so very good in-
deed. It is difficult to believe that a region which produced Selma Lagerlof,
Ibsen, Knut Hamsun, Strindberg, and Hjalmar Soderberg, to mention
only the writers, should have so thoroughly collapsed in the following gen-
erations.

The first reason was Adolf Hitler. With Stalin’s help, he completely de-
stroyed the German cultural hegemony in Central Europe: and it was from
there that Scandinavian culture had traditionally been influenced. Stock-
holm, Helsinki, and Oslo were all largely built by German architects; Ger-
man was the first foreign language of any educated Scandinavian; and in
a longer perspective, German traders and missionaries had done much of
the work of civilizing and Christianizing Sweden, Denmark, and Finland.
After 1945, all this was gone. The Germans had invaded both Denmark
and Norway; the Finns had troubles of their own, and the Swedes were

extremely anxious to prove that they had had nothing to do with the losing
side in the war that had just ended. i

Into the vacuum created by the disappearance of the once-dominant
German influence, poured Anglo-American culture, and this, for a variety
of reasons, had an almost wholly corrupting effect on the native product.
The two elements just haven’t blended, instead they’ve curdled, like badly-
made mayonnaise, so that the biggest-selling author in Sweden at the mo-
ment writes (quite good) copies of Kerouac, 30 years after the thing was
first done. Others, more in fashion, copy Latin American authors, and so

on

~~But the second, and perliaps most important reason; is the importance

that Scandinavians allow to culture. They devote to their own efforts an
attention that would shame a population six or seven times their size. All
this attention must have something to feed on, so a great many books get
published that would never have seen the outside of a publisher’s rubbish
basket in most countries.

Gradually—or not so gradually—the average standard sinks, until only
the most exceptional writers could hope to be published in a foreign coun-
try, but these too are corrupted by the great Scandinavian culture hunger.

Imagine the feelings of the reviewer who spends his time, week after

week, writing things like, “X’s new novel deals with sexual frustration and
religious mania in Lapland at the turn of a century. Signhild, a farmer’s
daughter, is courted by Thorbj6rn, an itinerant pedlar. But soon the dark
influence of Edgar, an evangelist preacher, makes itself felt. Edgar and
Thorbjorn confront each other in the market at Gnarp. Thorbjorn drowns

o At St

. is not to be taken metaphorically: the

*  pening to other people too. Hamsun

tensely selfish: you cannot imagi
: agine O ' i
tlix?don and Paris fighting ove:rg a gart:zvivg?czrt:anator o the o i
t really hungry people do. '

‘Hunger i i i
: ger its peculiar power is the sense of personal outrage. Appetite eats
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himst.:lf. Edga.r rapes Signhild, to symbolize t
pression, but in the process her back is bro
ThIelrh Child has many problems.”

should add that this plot is qui i
. ! quite genuine, and such
cﬁ:gtg;lzl:lih:}?é ihlzliz;;eteven att:l:mpted to read anotche;l rl:g&l:l r!‘:;ll)}é h?:
¢ cters stoo i igni :
in a frozen potato patch. In chapt:;(;l\;l:)dtﬁz;hangmg e e o ences

a month latel m the same potato patCh. I cannot Ieally comment on the

Anyway, there you are iewi i
1Y, , Teviewing thi i
i _ g this sort of thin,
and gil)lxﬁg zgrtsh;efmoummg temptation to follow Tl%o:vlfj%lx(‘nﬁt:;xe}(’
and interesti);l ! : » When you come across a book that is both lit 2t
e gd, 1f not very remarkable. Naturally, you overpraise 'temte
tesquels ;mdcg] er to show off your learning, you compare it with f:) cen
y likel); ar readehl;:(t))f) gﬂthoci beilllclalves you. Why shouldn’t he? No on:eellgsz
and tell hi ise; ;
yogngl /L0 read his book im otherwise; and so another promising
nly Finland is free of this so i
ind rt of thin,
ance of the Finnish character. And the Fingn’i
dmellpy of whose books have been translated i
elights of modern Scandinavian writing,
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he triumph of religious re-
ken on a nearby cartwheel.

saved by the innate flamboy-
sh autho_r Henrik Tikkannen,
nto English, is one of the real

A Chronicle of Need

W .

Amel;iita rcl:iazr:;Sl:;efog? 19_50 w111_ not enrich your experience of mode:
of ocanized & raimd t1Jnav1a, but it is well worth reading anyway. The lm,
ey and S rlll cl:rg should really be seen rather than n;ad- \3h?yl§
Pt hat. E)r; Sl'ol:l .d be seen before you travel, since they are .seldlc
R St in B .gfls in Scand‘l.nawa, for obvious reasons. But the n orln
iy pleasurg alrnc()i » Hjalmar Soderberg, and Knut Hamsun can be c;ve;
o o 2o and pll;oﬁt anywhere. They are three very different writ::a
oy Jiffere Cuit et“’r,een t_hem make plain the difficulty of discussi;s’
in Norwesian auy t}lllre. hqute apart from the fact that Hamsun wrotﬁ
Ioorwegt tc;nes " € other two in Swedish—this hardly matters in tran:
b o e s ¢ e{; adapt could hardly be further apart. What the ds-
ctatifid oo is }: at they a_ll wrote about the same sort of caret{lllo
el Taeaoe }3’/6 :vmtzx: vyvzl; ;mght not like your place but you knew i)tl
LaQuz;'l.itt.y b o exgraordin:;);lmon Scandinavian culture,

wh%)ef ecaas tai ets}:;;lstt)ll':ngest author of the three; but Knut Hamsun is the one
carly George Orwell, which is odd o Hamnrr o - paception ofthe

: R amsun di i
The book that made his name was Hunger, publislﬁfaldairll\I sz;)Z The title

I book is

oo C a study of the

Yo tltll 3:11( a0 }r(i):lr;gsz:::il;gtr in O;lg over a period of thr};e mont;t:etl::si: f;:}t::zl;
of it, S0 obvious that it i ishi - '

before or since has dealt with it. Orwe iricd to m his oo ey n0-ome clsc

11 tried to in hi
o witl n his earl
always a flavor of pity in Orwell’s work: the sense tliyavtv?l:li(s’ ?vl;tstll;:;e

is truer to life in that his hero is in-

yet this is the sort of thing

. A me i
re chronicle of need would not be terribly interesting: what gives

so perhaps one should regard.Selma— -— - - —- v
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3 l ”
i “ das Fressen, dann die Mora_ ,
like a cancer. “Erst kommt : e
e ‘Ilszl;rcat:? r(};irst you must pig yoursel_f; then think of T?:l:)tv{)n o
Hame n ou’ can see it happening. And just as the n;rra 2nsider » body
H?)n;:‘; a)i,nst him, demanding food whefl he would rat erhcim e ety
;fy eso hge rebels against the social orga;nsm slurrgllln:;iillrlxgﬁ e t.races‘of ety
' ’ was still extremely formal: you | s
?f Hzcr:asrl:\nFsi:l:)rlld but nowhere else in Scandinavia nowadays. The pre
in m ,

i ds of hun-
sures of good, or respectable behavior are as great as the deman

i like the jaws of a pi}ce.
ger, and together they grind at the narrator W of 8 e, for

i i i ment tends to be lost i '

o htt_le 1Of thslzncxt'g:l}tlmmgu:tl (:1,:0 be borne in mind when. rgadx{xg f::lr:;

1 tCChr}}ca rf:z:les and Scandinavians generally, swear r.ehglous l);, ather

o Sl‘ive as 'Anglo-Saxons do. So when characters 1n the.se hoo ¥ i °

e e o ly" ing: “The Devill”, as they are prone to do, .thlS. S Ec:‘)u o

aror;:;gtgzg zz:.ls“slorrgu'athing a great deal ruder and more shocking in English.
un

It is anything but quaint in the original.

Tale against Saga . )
i i t great novelist to Hamsun W
Geographicstly e, theren::tr ‘::1 \%’érmland, a hilly, forested, and

16f, whose stories & o
S;::r:;tilgiiflry%eautiful province of Sweden along the southern edge of
e

. is day:
i A nd remains an untamed place to this
e W;:h ¥srlx(mt,'::r):ih‘(, ca>?vlvlﬁd wolves in Sweden 1ive.s on elk :ﬁ?% 551;3:?1
?he o or m“thire now. It is the sort of place where chlldreq wa he. even
o th'e fol-CSFIS to school every day through the forests, with their coats
01‘ elghF ido. (: as a charm against trolls. The towns and sc:,ttlexlnen';der-
?umed mSldehc')urarchical places, almost like ships in the gx}fnend y th der
e an1€1k lec:ss is deliberate, since from this unpromising coun (riydre“,’
Lage ’I}le , er:.)le to extract much the same lessons as Joseph Conra rew
e e aEast Both writers are concerned with courage m(;:'e an
t::?;hzgg-lx::)rt the l;istrionic, mannered cox:)ra]g)e of H:J::lni%v:;zy‘,) Ivl»; &r:cept
. ity to be brave, 2
e mill alwaysd?r‘s)e‘i:: :‘a(t)ftﬁ?\?ﬁﬁ tbut the more dit_ﬁcul.t' exeg::lt;n(;f
g::v?rﬁlsﬁe;e?here seems no reason or oppor;lumty fg; 11tn (ggrs;; Be wm;
i iest 1 O: ing’s Saga, has mu
g‘ersl‘;(i)rlrllmiccg: Zs:el?hgrﬁi:‘:)nglrlg?gdiinkglg in a bar in Penang, though
0 .J can.

h ch to each other. Berling, a priest and an

1d not need to say mu : Be riest an o
2:1‘:1)’(:::2(‘11 man, was at least as strange to his parishioners as

i lay tribesmen. ) ssiven
wa;ﬁ(e) llilllcirlesz; itiasétween Selma La.gerkl)f axclld tc?:ré)c: zl;zutlhdi :go.tt;zn ven
16f has a much less mvo'ute style, for ng; | en there
?ooafzzlri-ﬁ't:eg::eoin the time their stories cover: Gosta Berling’s Sag
is

a| alnSt ‘4 ]a)e of the -l Ia“ds' Sel“la La CIIOf S Cha‘aCtexs llaUe CInldIen)

i i igni ce to
hich Conrad’s seldom do, and this gives a quite different significan
w -

their actions. .
Conrad, too, had a political

understanding and interest that you would

i i iter: ne born
t find in any Scandinavian (or native English) writer: Eo‘n‘lzz s;;::xte:)he bomn
310C tral Europe could have written Under. Western EY. t..ust e o
parisor is still worth making, if only because it may suggest)
parison )

Selma Lagerldf can be.
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An Urban Miniaturist

Hjalmar Séderberg is an altogether more delicate writer; almost a min-

iaturist. He is the most urban and civilized of the three: equable, detatched,
and clear. His effects are gained by exact concentration on small things,
like a masterless dog wandering loose in the streets. All through the story
in which the dog appears, its master has been a brutal boor, cowing and
beating the animal whenever he gets the chance. The narrator is refined
and disdainful as he watches this. Then the master dies, unmourned and
the dog runs howling through the streets all night, not because he was
happy with his treatment, but because any master is better than none at
all: nothing could be more terrible than to be a dog for whom no one cares.
If one considers the English writer who could have written such a story
without sentimentality, it becomes clear that Kipling or Jack London
would have made it a story about the dog, about suffering and loyalty,
and living up to your alloted fate. Graham Greene would have made it
a story about the boorish master—in fact this situation does appear in one
of his short stories, set on the Mexican border. Séderberg makes it a story
about the narrator, or you and I, who so dislike the squalor of other peo-
ple’s lives. The dog’s ridiculous and humiliating longing is no more incon-
gruous or avoidable than any of our aspirations; and they are just as likely
to be arbitrarily crushed as the dog’s was.

This sounds a very “Scandinavian” plot. It doesn’t read like that at all.
Stderberg’s style is far too poised for melodrama or vulgarity. You don’t
notice the barb until it cannot be extracted, just as the beautiful color of
the blood in a Renaissance painting disguises the fact that its subject is
a crucifixion.

Another point in S6derberg’s favour is that he wrote short stories, which
make ideal reading on journeys. Perhaps 4 Masterless Dog would be a little
overpowering in an airport departure lounge, which makes most people
feel like that anyway; but even the best-planned journeys involve a certain

amount of waiting in pointless places, and a volume of Séderberg’s short
stories makes a splendid charm against such horrors.

Visual Delights

There are of course other Scandinavian authors worth reading than the
five I have discussed, but those you will have to discover for yourself. It’s
easy enough when once you've started, but the difficulty is beginning. All
that a guide book can achieve is to point out things that are known to
be good, without pretending to give a comprehensive coverage. Besides,
few visitors will spend more than a month in Scandinavia, and there’s a
limit to what anyone can read in a‘month.

Language forms another limiting factor. The rhythms of Scandinavian
languages are sufficiently strong to make the accurate translation of poetry.
into English extremely difficult. Similarly, the language barrier cuts one
off from the theater. Swedish and Finnish drama is very good indeed: the

_production and the acting can be as good as anything you could see in

London or New York. And the theater—and films—give great scope to
the Swedish talent for collective belief.

Fortunately, there are theatrical experiences that are not dependent on
language. Both opera and ballet thrive in Scandinavia. The best—and most
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expensive—performances, are to be seen in Copenhagen. You must book
in advance for them, but it is well worth doing so. The Swedish equivalent
would be the little theater at Drottningholm, a perfectly restored 18th-
century Court theater, set in a palace on an island just outside Stockholm.
This is where Ingmar Bergman’s production of The Magic Flute was
filmed, and it’s hard to think of a more perfect setting for Mozart than
Drottningholm. It is another place that can be difficult to get into because
it seats so few people, but if you have any feeling for the theater at all,
it is worth making very strenuous efforts to get to Drottningholm.

Finland presents a more difficult case. This is not because it is an uncul-
tured country—on the contrary, the arts are in a better condition there
than anywhere else in Scandinavia. But the Finns will speak Finnish,
which makes their culture difficult of access. What is the point of knowing
that there are five good theaters in Helsinki when you cannot understand
a word that is said in any of them? :

But there is hope for the traveler in music and architecture. Musically—
obviously—there is Sibelius, though other Finnish composers well repay
attention. There is also a considerable tradition of Russian music in Fin-
land, and this can take unexpected forms. The Finnish equivalent of the
Drottningholm theater—in as much as it is the perfect marriage of what
you see with what you hear—is a high mass sung in the Russian Orthodox
cathedral in Helsinki. - .

But in addition, the old town of Helsinki is itself a considerable aesthetic
experience. Whether it is “Scandinavian” is another matter—it was built
by German architects for a Russian Tsar: but it would be worth traveling
to see even if it had been built on the moon by Martian trilobites. Those
looking for a specifically Finnish cultural experience should try for the
annual Arts Festival at Jyviskyld in the forests of Central Finland. The
town of Jyvaskyld is perhaps the best showplace for modern Finnish archi-
tecture, while the festival itself is famous, among other things, for the per-
formance of that traditional Finnish music—jazz.

The Richest Scandinavians

The point behind these observations is a serious one: there is no longer
any such thing as a specifically Scandinavian high culture. Such experi-
ences are available, and I have tried to suggest some. But they are not
greatly different from things you can find elsewhere in Europe. Yet if cul-

ture is taken in its broadest sense—as all organiz ‘human‘activities-that—' -

tend to make life more worth living—then there does exist a specifically
Scandinavian culture, and one which is very enjoyable. That is why chil-
dren’s books are important: they suggest the sort of areas where Scandina-
vian culture should be sought.

It is a cliché that the culture of any society tends to reflect the interests
and concerns of the most powerful groups in the society, but it is an in-
structive cliché; and, by comparison with the rest of the world, it is women
and children who are the most powerful and the fichest Scandinavians.
In consequence, you will find what the Scandinavians do best in the sort
of places where women and children spend their money. The effort that
in other countries is devoted to the arts is in Scandinavia used to make

homes. What flourishes here is not so much culture as taste, and Scandina- -

vian taste is easily acquired. Anything woven, sewn, or crotcheted. that

can be used to brighten up a home will be done beautifully in Scandinavia.
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Sllcz:;s,ataz?warg, even the most humble piece of kitchen equipment, all ‘
show tefrib lt;ctimalz;ltce :ae:)weenhform and function. Such things may,not
portant, but they do make a t i
PN b ¢ remendous difference to
e , they are the things that Scandinavians make
It is significant that the m
L is r ost popular museum in Scandinavia i
C i
owpﬁr;ixx; ]?:;:nct of the Anthropqloglcal Museum at Skansen innSat‘c;lcz:lk;lsoltxlrlxe
hroceh theing :sorr‘x‘rlr;:ar?o;ates is fEhe lives and homes of ordinary peoplé
’ t . ole houses from all over Sweden hav
;;;d Ixr‘le:;ll: 1:h_ere, so that v1.sit_0rs can peek around and see thtegt‘;l;w‘;d
ple aboi ) ::11;1 }:l(:;r;:si.sThls is the culture that the Scandinavians reFe)lll);
! m . )
care ore to be seen in the Anthropological Museum
H .
e }f;se;cis zsxer:at l:g;uc_h—you can b}ly the patterns to weave or sew the
Clothes you L’ while tucked away in the basement are the exhibitions
e Lapps. They are really another story, stemming from a quite

dlﬂel ent tr adlthﬂ, but thelr ar tefacts are the stran est and most beautlflll
g
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FOOD AND DRINK

How to Skal and Survive

Although the Viking custom of drinking toasts out of somebody else’s

as a visitor to Scandinavia, that you’re still in danger of losing ’)1103{ headl.-
But the threat to the visitor is more subtle these days, as you’ll iscove:
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home from work, somewhere towards the tag end of the afternoon. The
great advantage of this arrangement is that, once middag is over, everyone
is free for the rest of the day. If you come hotfoot from South Dakota
or South Kensingtori with a hatful of introductions to near relations or
business acquaintances, you can turn this custom into a game. Don't refuse
three or four dinner invitations you received for the same day. Just fix a
different hour for each.

While you have your napkin unfolded and are wondering who's going
to eat all that food, we should urge you to save some room for aftens or
supper, the final meal of the day, not counting incidental snacks. This may
be no more than cakes and coffee or it may consist of no less than a com-
plete cold buffet, depending on the circumstances and whether or not your
eyes have the socially-accepted glaze. No one is looked down upon for
starting this as early as 7.00 P.M. although, at a formal party, it might well
not appear until midnight.
~ With this overall timetable in mind, let’s get down to particular dishes.
The typically Scandinavian breakfast is more varied than the typical En-
glish or American one. The larger hotels, accustomed to catering to visi-
tors from abroad, will be able to offer you bacon and eggs, though this
honorable combination is not indigenous to the Scandinavian ménage. In-
stead, eggs, cheese, cold meats, herrings in a number of guises, jams, and
fruit are all likely to make their appearance, in addition to less usual items
such as cereals, porridge, hot meatballs, and salad. These you’ll discover
together with a great variety of bread, many kinds rarely found in other
countries. One of them, Knekkebrgd, is of the hard, unleavened type which
you’ve undoubtedly seen elsewhere under the proprietary name of Ry
King. Unless you specify otherwise, your egg will normally be served soft-
boiled and still in its shell.

By the time you’ve tried everything, chances are you’ll have a solid foun-
dation which will carry you through to mid-afternoon. But if you find your
fancy gradually turning towards thoughts of food around about noon, you
have a number of choices. In most of the bigger cities there are sidewalk
stands displaying signs reading Pplser or Varm Korv. At these you will

when you first slide your feet under a Scandinavian table.

When Do We Eat?

t thi i i dge uncertainly towards
The first thing which will puzzle you as you e )
the spisesal_(dix%ing-room)mis;,the_questlon -of .mealtimes._Breakfast, of . .. .

course, is a natural, and is consumed sometime between the early plon%?lg
bath a;1d a glance at the newspaper. But now the difficulty begins. ;
next meal of the day defies definition. Some Anglo-Sa_xxons are temé)te.
to call it dinner, counting the sandwiches and 1glasil ot:r I;llllk th:i: ?\::1)’ thl::;
eat at their desks around noon as lunch. There a
[vlvel?cs)!zfix::k by this theory doggedly, refusing to r:iozlc?’eothat the;i céz::tgrrn ::‘
i re against china, which starts up around 4.30 PM. an
fil::;;?]g togwards 6.00 pM. has completely d|§appearefl, in Norway ?;
least, by the dinner hour. The Scandinavians, being practical peopleilavo;
the (iispute by calling it middag. We advise you to do the same, thereby
ing for peace in a troubled world. . . .
onl:(sltneid of psowing discord, the Scandinavians are mteres.ted merely :ln
making maximum use of the long and bright summer evenings. Accord-
ingly, families sit down to the main meal of the day as soon as father comes
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X be able to buy hot dogs, often wrapped in what looks like a pancake instead
of a roll. They are smaller than what you're used to, and you will probably
agree that they taste better. .

If all you want is something cool, look for another kind of sidewalk

i stand, marked Js or Glass. The name has nothing to do with the verb “to
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——be”-or-with-windowpanes; but informs you that here you can have ice
cream. The Finns, incidentally, call it Jaatelo.

B

The Mysterious Open Sandwich

Failing both of these (and still assuming you're interested), make for
9 the nearest restaurant. If you see the word smgrbrgd, you're in Iuck, for
this is Scandinavia’s most typical dish (the Swedish spelling is smérgasb-
grd). The word means simply, “butter-bread,” but there’s nothing simple
about it, as you’ll discover when the waiter hands you a menu listing doz-
ens of varieties.

Smgrbrgd is the rich uncle of its English or American nephew, the sand-
wich. Unlike the anonymous sort of thing served at garden parties or rail-
way stations, it is a single-decker, and presents its offering naked and un-
ashamed. Lobster, smoked salmon, prawns, shrimps, smoked herrings, all
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i f,

i isti ished, cold turkey, chicken, roast beef,
approprialcly f? ::u::;fsmi;ﬂisgez:’x;:gs, and salads, all tastefulgvz:)?gi;g;;;:;
p'o?k, i d Vario’uslyAcalled smorgds by the Swedes alx; oilelgd ™
tllfml;g‘il:nz"?}?riz (.>f them taken with a cool lzzlger aﬁe gt:.::;ecr; gng nsideret
an. ; abandon all ca ) 1
o CKCf;ézn;i} gzcs;:lr’yvz'gstg:srs::tflgo);ot%od is available too, if you are still
toap |
hug\%t:z.rever you may be in Scandinavia, thg' sea 1:011::’:"3“11:; %ﬂ‘e,r ﬁ;\;lst:;f

i ou sit down .
is a good th;\ng toeaeir:err:::;:xfsnaid hotels is inyariably f.'resh,fthe;1 S(;::rlll:
Ginay .the " s?;'v reat fish-eaters. Whatever the reason, their sea oc;alm‘:)n
dmavu{ns z;re . fwned for their variety and excellence. Loll:st.er, s cure(i
o l-erxl'eat favorites, but you will also have your ¢ mge of oure?
e .trout-aretgl h, crab, oysters, shrimps, prawns, hake, eel,’ T;i 3 e sea-
ot o crafr SBc;iled c’:ocl may sound unromantic, yet you 1l fin trans-
Do ed when ed @ la Scandinave with melted I?qtter and ;;iar; vyéeks
fgmedrh‘rwnl:aintlizrgwedes and Finns indulge in1 tradxt:on:sl :::ﬂ ;O“r eeks
when. i ucculent little creatur .
wi}en . c;\nsgtc()) (:)!:):;:rnsc:llx‘.ei:stenmark you'll compar;_ the Limfjord
oysters begl}? best that Baltimore or Colchester has to 0 e;. Jder spirts
O ehete a number of fish dishes which or_xly t.he 0 T Spies
Then_ ey ire The first of these is rakgrret, which 1s’31:1(3;t te ; ; Uke
are ad,“s'e y tﬁ g‘.lain long years in the deep-delved eqrth. egcialité v
N ach mor to the preparation of this highly pdlferousbsggl lisé de
i m}lch r;:oreburying it in the backyard, but it 18 undoul ,t iniumani-
b ired tas ) zIljllext comes surstromming, another form of man : nhumant
e, ¢ ept that this time it’s a herrir.lg who suﬁ'ers.f_ s the name
o e lt)e is distinctly sour; that is, if you get tkgat “gﬁ e e
sugests, the ,ta,s, for cautious gourmets is lutefisk, wh}ch is coffs teeped
9f o oty t: h. The finished product has the consistency O T;ogNgrwe- .
:::l :zyfa(s)fepv(;l?iih. can only be experit;:\cgd atr;lci :1(;:: 132031':5?'511(: 1:. s
is “deli » anesthetize )
s ?cat :}:lf)n: frlllicgat::tysuzslpect that the lutefisk is only an :}}::(lllscelr ]
dri)i’nlfilc;fv‘:e ;‘:e on the subject of dishes which should be approa

g
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i i olate
or goat’s cheese, which has the hu_e of scrtubb;::s ;::? ;orufﬁllbke%l:l)lz olate
lastic wood. Give it a try H ¢ vy
?ndjgsrtz’:irig{n?oi sooner or later. And if you are too disappointe
or. - own_opinion sooner Or 1at

a \} ! : imitations ) h well-~ -
1l the Scandina ian countri&s produce excellent imitations of ‘suc
>

¢re, and even England’s
i Rogquefort, Camembert, Gn_lyere, 2 land’s
l;‘i(l):;: fg:r:ilstlexsglsue i;l another local variety with yvhlch no cheese
e pO'SSibliinq:z;{c?use margarine or butter for their ":(;?kmga ?;‘:a?xgct:
i Scm;?“ll,aa‘;ins do. Game and roasts are usuall.y served w:lt a ce:r o ety
o ast: 'edeliciohs. In some cases, sour cream 1§ used, a:il ’tf)mpanied o
wtp lgcroxllsse: or ptarmigan) prepared with' this sauce and ac
of
jam is a rare treat. ) e so-
| cn;;‘: er:;{vjzlgulsa?e doubtless wonder_mg frvhath}:lskl;zip%ﬁ;llg l:l eeﬁrst
ish sméorgdsbord. It’s dc:mg ne, B et e e
::;:f: t?)v:l‘:gininitia’tged that the smorgﬁs.bontl lf:i:llilﬁ:rv:gf\i{)aeﬁz) 4 Kum-
i i i d’oeuvre, offering
Finns) is a very special hors
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ty of this institution is that it contains no Piéce de résistance to dominate
the table. You roam at will like the honey bee, savoring here a morsel of
smoked eel, there a little Iobster, and roving through the delicacies of the
animal kingdom, with regular rounds of akvavit and beer to give you fresh
incentive. These days, the smorgdsbord is seldom the prelude to'a four-
course dinner in private homes, but some restaurants feature it as a special-
ty, maybe .on a certain day in the week. ,

Desserts do not run to the English or American pattern. Neither the
English pudding nor the American ice cream desserts are as prevalent as
souffiés, large, tiered cream cakes, and berries in season. Strawberries
reach the table somewhere around the end of June and manage to survive
for a commendable number of weeks. Later on in the year, Finland, Nor-
way and Sweden offer a delicious wild berry which is hardly known else-
where, the cloudberry, called suomuurain or lakka in Finnish, hjortron
in Sweden, and multer in Norway. In appearance rather like an overgrown
unripe raspberry, it has a delicate aroma which is unique. Incidentally,
the Finns make a delicious liqueur from the juice of this berry.

Speaking of liquid refreshments, we should note that the Scandinavians
are coffee-drinkers rather than tea-drinkers, and they make their coffee
good and strong, in the best Continental tradition. In Denmark and Nor-
way, coffee is somewhat expensive, and families who drink a lot have to

. make up for it with'some sort of substitute. This trend has, of course, re-
sulted in an increase in tea-drinking, but on the whole the Scandinavians
have not yet acquired the English touch. So be sure to emphasize that you
want your tea strong. Don’t expect to find that the cult of tea has made
the Scandinavians tea-conscious. The buttered toast, crumpets and muf-
fins of Belgravia have no afternoon counterpart in Bergen or Bornholm.
Instead, look for a restaurant-type of place with the sign “Konditori” over
the door. The waitress will bring cakes to your table along with tea, coffee,

milk or a soft drink. You’ll be hard put to choose among the several deli-
cious varieties. .

Skal

Scandinavia’s local brand of firewater is known as akvavit, and a glass
of this is known in Denmark, Sweden and Finland as snaps, whereas the
Norwegians call it a dram. Served at the beginning of the main meal of
the day—at the hors d’oeuvre stage, or occasionally with the first course—

kvavit emphatically is not a drink -
for the tyro toper and you'll find it takes a liitle practice to attain proficien-

cy in the local ritual of gulping it down without falling off your chair. The
mysteries of the skd! or toast, apart from regional variations, are too com-
plicated. to explain here, but you won’t go far wrong if you stick to the
following procedure. . '

First, at the start of any meal, wait for someone to give the signal. At
a formal party, the host, after clearing his throat ominously or belaboring
the nearest piece-of china or crystal with a soup spoon, will seize his glass
and launch into a velkommen til bords speech. All this means is “welcome
to the table” and you may even find it a gracious gesture of hospitality.
Anyhow, the crucial thing is to listen intently for the word skdl. This is
your cue. Seizing your own glass, you hold it firmly in a position of tanta-

lizing proximity to your parched lips, though preferably far enough away

from your nose to avoid asphyxiation. Then you nod your head north,
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-south, east, and west as you echo “skdl.”’ Now, and not a moment sooner,

. your akvavit starts its downward journey. This is the supreme test. As all
hell breaks loose somewhere in your gullet, you may be tempted to reach
convulsively for the beaker of cool beer that beckons by your plate. Not
so the trained snapser. He returns his glass to its original position just
south of his chin, nods blandly to the four points of the compass while
simulating an air of complete indifference to the fires consuming within,
and then sends a mouthful of malt brew in pursuit of the akvavir.

When the urge to wet your whistle descends on you, don’t try a surrepti-
tious drink on your own, but pick up your glass boldly, fix a fellow diner
with a purposeful stare, pronounce the word “skél, ”” and proceed as above. -
Anyone is fair game for this except your hostess; after all, someone has
to keep track of the time. Apart from achieving a drink, you will undoubt-
edly have won the undying gratitude of your friend across the table, who
was almost certainly contemplating a similar move. Remember that hus-
bands are expected to skd/ their wives, who, if slighted, are entitled to col-
lect a pair of stockings by way of damages. .

Although there are so many striking points of similarity between the
food and drink of each of the Scandinavian countries, it is surprising that
in a few unimportant details, which only indirectly affect the table, there
should be some startling discrepancies. For example, one may say without
any risk of offending the Swedes and the Danes, that the Finns and Norwe-
gians make infinitely better dessert and eating chocolate. On the other
hand, the Danish Aalborg akvavit and the Swedish Norrland akvavit can
be said to be the best of its kind—but the Norwegians have gone one step -
further by producing their linje akevitt, which is stored in huge sherry vats
of American white oak, and then sent on Norwegian cargo liners to Aus-
tralia and back. It is said that the rolling of the ship, combined with the
change of climate when crossing the Equator—the ‘““Linje”—adds an un-
usual flavor to the “scalplifter.” Lager beer in Scandinavia is of top quality,
whether you drink Danish Carlsberg or Tuborg or Norwegian Ringnes
or Schou, all of which are exported around the world.

There is, unfortunately, one more essential piece of advice to impart
while on the subject of liquor in Scandinavia—namely, that it is very ex-
pensive. The Danes get away quite lightly in this respect, but in all the
other Scandinavian countries, alcohol, especially the imported variety, is
very, very pricey. And just to add insult to injury, you’ll also discover that,
except for the carefree Danes, the Scandinavians, like the British, have
strict and inflexible licensing hours, outside which it is not possible to buy -

so much as the humblest glass of beer. Don’t say you haven’t been warned.

A Final Word

You will find that the Scandinavians have elevated the culinary arts to
a high place among the graces which add flavor to life. Wherever you dine
you will discover that the serving is on a par with the cuisine. Helpings
are generous, dishes and drinks which are supposed to be hot really are
hot, and iced drinks never arrive in a semitepid state. This is only natural
where hospitality is regarded as one of the supreme virtues.

After finishing a meal in Scandinavia, it is a time-honored custom for
the hostess to stand near the door of the dining room. The guests, one
by one, shake her hand on their way into the living room and pronounce

FOOD AND DRINK s

th L »
€ words, “takk for maten, Badly translated, this means “thank you for

the food.” A phrase well-wor
' -worn by usage, perh
from those who have dined well in fongeni:lp cs:’otr)rl::)::; eiheless welcome

=

LR



PRELUDE TO FINLAND

Scandinavia’s Rich Secret

by
ANDREW BROWN

Finland is the toughest of the Scandinavian countries. It is tough in both
senses of the word: resilient and difficult. For foreigners it is difficult: Fin-
land is the only European country that had a common border with Russia
in 1939 and yet remains independent today. It is also the only country
in the world to have fought Communist Russia to a standstill—in the Win-
ter War of 1939-40; and though the Finns lost the “Continuation War”
of 194144, when they fought alongside the Germans against the Russians,
Finland survived even this loss. The Russians annexed a great deal of terri-
tory; installed a Proconsul, and extracted very heavy reparations from
their defeated foes. But they did not absorb all Finland. The Proconsul
went home after three years to die of cirrhosis; the refugees from the ceded
territories were settled; the reparations were duly paid. Finland survived
and prospers.

But such a history leaves scars: the Finns are nowadays both fiercely
patriotic, and quite free of aggressive nationalism. They are not proud of
their wars, though they are proud of the way in which they have subse-
quently learned to live in peace with Russia. They remain resilient, and
very difficult for foreigners to understand. The language is part of this diffi-
culty. Finnish is partially comprehensible to Estonians, and related to the

148

PRELUDE TO FINLAND 149

Lapp languages. It is also very distantly related to Hungarian. But it is
quite unrelated to the other Scandinavian languages. Nor would the Finns
have things otherwise. They think of their language as far more flexible
and expressive than either Swedish or English—and most Finns speak
both these languages.

Flamboyant Savagery

Language is not the only thing that sets Finland apart from the rest of
Scandinavia. Helsinki is probably the least Americanized city in capitalist
Europe. The other Scandinavian capitals all have their natures partially
concealed by modern buildings. Helsinki remains as it was, and very beau-
tiful. Everything works with Scandinavian efficiency, but it all Jooks central
European. There is a flamboyant savagery about the Finns quite alien to
the rest of Scandinavia: a Finnish writer was once approached by a broke
colleague for a loan.

“I can’t,” he said, “I'm broke myself.” And to prove his point, he took
from his wallet his last hundred Finnmark bill, tore it into shreds, dumped
them in the ashtray—this happened in a pub, of course—and set light to
them. This is the sort of behavior one would expect from a Polish or Hun-
garian nobleman between the wars, not from a phlegmatic Scandinavian.
But then, the Finns are anything but phlegmatic. If they seem to accept
their appalling history calmly, this is not indifference, but tough-
mindedness. They could say with Bishop Burnett that “Things are as they
are. They will be as they will be. Why, then, should we wish to be de-
ceived?”

This tough-mindedness sets them apart from practically everyone else
in the world; but even if Finland is not like anywhere else—and that is
one reason why it is worth visiting—you can at least partly prepare your-
self for it by imagining a Central European country that has been shifted
500 miles north into Scandinavia.

The countryside is Scandinavian: smallholdings set among the lakes and
forests of the interior, and along the coast the marvellous Baltic archipela-
goes. It is a tourist cliché to speak of the lakes and forests of Finland, just
as one cannot mention Lapland without talking about the Midnight Sun.
But in fact these things do not reward the traveller. They are indeed beauti-
ful, and entirely overwhelming, but once you have seen them that is that;
they are not stimulating in themselves. Unless you have business in the
forest, or beneath the midnight sun, you will very rapidly get bored. You
get nothing for free in Finland, and if you wish to be interested in the wil-
derness, then you must bring your own interests to it. If you can do that,
then you will be repaid handsomely. The fisherman, the hunter, and the
botanist will all find their heart’s desire in the Finnish wilderness.

Life and Death on the Lakes

The Finnish smallholder must have all these skills and more. It is
through this sort of pioneer farming that the Scandinavian element has
impressed itself upon Finnish culture. Even well within modern times,
times in Finland were very difficult, and the memories of extreme poverty
remain potent. A sense of being crushed by unending, almost fruitless toil
is perhaps the proper explanation of “Scandinavian gloom.” It is an emo-
tion that has little to do with long winter nights—then at least you can
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an articulate political force. As early as the 14th century, the Swed-

ish ruling class in Finland were championing Finnish interests against cen-
tral authority.

. The differences start in the 16th century, with the Reformation. The
' Finns did not retain a separate religion to their conquerors, as the Irish
did, and this homogeneity of religion helped to preserve the separate lan-
' guages. When the Swedes and Finns adopted Protestantism, the Bible was
- translated into Finnish, and this was to prove crucially important. Finnish
nationalism in modern times is based on the Finnish language, and without

Finnish Bible, it is questionable whether the language would have sur-
vived, any more than Gaelic for example has. Nor have the Finns fought

the Swedes as the Irish fought the English. But the two countries have

had a long, intimate, and fertile connection, and the Swedish-Finns, like
the Anglo-Irish, have made contributions to literature and the arts quite

~ out of proportion to their numbers, which are tiny.

Architecture and the Realities of Life

Culture returns us to the Central European, German influence. This
is apparent to the visitor in at least two ways. The first is the astonishing
beauty of Finnish buildings. Architecture is an art in Finland, with a
power comparable to that of any other art form, and it is taken very seri-
ously. The results do not much resemble anything anywhere else in the
world. All one can say about Finnish taste is that it owes nothing to anyone
else’s ideas of what is beautiful. When it works, it enlarges our ideas of
what can be beautiful—and what more can any art achieve? Even when
it fails, it both expresses and transmits strong, clear emotions. There is
a building in Helsinki that appears to be modelled on the architect’s worst
hangover: life-sized, or slightly larger, rendered in grey and brown knob-
bly concrete. No one could call it beautiful, but it is one of the most elo-
quent buildings you could ever hope to see.

The German influence, too, is apparent in the formality of Finnish man-
ners. Flowers for the hostess at a dinner party; little formal speeches of
thanks; a certain reserve symbolized by the use of a formal and an informal
pronoun for “you’’:—socially Finland remains a very old-fashioned place.

A very old-fashioned place, but also a very civilized one. History and
geography have forced the Finns to face some of the nastiest aspects of
human life. They have faced them with great courage and a certain ele-
gance. Just as their proximity to Russia sharpens their appreciation of the
value of their own freedom, so the ghastliness of Finnish history has rein-
forced their appreciation of the arts of peace. There are a score of theaters
and stages for the performing arts in Helsinki, a city of scarcely half-a-
million people which also contains the largest and best bookshop in Scan-
dinavia.

Denmark may be more comfortable, and Norway may be more beauti-
ful. Sweden is richer, and easier for the visitor to appreciate. But Finland
is the strangest and the most civilized of all the Scandinavian countries,
as well as the toughest. It is quite unique; and when you have peeled off
all that is Scandinavian, and all that is Central European, there remains
a quality that is as rich and secret as the language. You would have to
live there for years to discover quite what the secret is—and when you
had discovered it, you would probably find it incommunicable.
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Broad Avenues and Bright Prospects

Helsinki (Helsingfors to the Swedish i inority) i
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inc ust_lf‘ila enterprise—in fact all that constitutes the legislative, cultural
scientific, comme(clal and economic life of the country. And ’still ther’
is ;;l)alcc; l:ft for airy parks and broad streets. ¢
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and too close for comfort to Sweden to remain the capital of his newly-
acquired territory.

The first of the accidents which stimulated the new capital’s growth was
the Great Fire in Turku. So much of the latter city was gutted that the
University was moved bodily to Helsinki, which at once became the cul-
tural as well as the political center of the country. In 1808, thanks to
chance again, another Great Fire played a part in the young city’s future.
This time it was Helsinki that burned, allowing the German-born archi-
tect, Carl Ludvig Engel, an opportunity to plan the rebuilding of the city
practically house by house and stone by stone. It is to Engel and to his
partner, Ehrenstrom, that Finland must be grateful for her beautiful capi-
tal.

Around the Senate Square which Engel designed stand the Tuomiokirk-
ko or Cathedral, the University and the State Council Building—a group
built in one of the purest styles European architecture can boast. Perhaps
it was Engel’s inspiration, but from his day Finland has always had good
architects. Two of them, Eliel Saarinen and Alvar Aalto, became world
famous. You can hardly walk down any street in Helsinki without seeing
splendid examples of the work of modern architects whose fame is already
spreading beyond the frontiers of Finland, such as Heikki and Kaija Sirén,
Rewell, Ervi, Petdja, Pietila, Penttild.

Under the protective shadows of the island fortress of Suomenlinna
(Sveaborg), Helsinki developed rapidly during the 19th century. The love-
ly park-strewn suburb of T6616, and the island residential districts of Laut-
tasaari, and Kulosaari came into being quite recently. Still newer suburbs
grew up in the post-World War II period, and the city continues to €x-
pand, as indeed it must, for like most capitals, it has not enough accommo-
dations for all who wish to live there.

Exploring Helsinki

From the visitor’s point of view, Helsinki has the virtue of compactness.
Once you have oriented yourself and found out where you are on the city
map, it will be difficult to get lost. The piers where ships from abroad dock,
the railway station and, to a lesser extent, the air terminal, are all in the
center of the city. So, however you come, you can start wandering around
on foot at once.

It's an idea to begin by finding a good viewpoint from which to make
your first survey of the city—such as the top of the Olympic Stadium
Tower, the hill of Tihtitorninmaki, or comfortably installed in a top floor
bar or restaurant as in the Torni, Hesperia, Inter-Continental, Palace or
Vaakuna hotels. Probably the first buildings you will notice are the Cathe-
dral and the railway station, both in the center of the town, together with
the House of Parliament and the Stadium Tower. The great broad street
running from the center of town through the city and out to the main
Turku road is Mannerheimintie, or Mannerheimvigen (tie in Finnish, and
viigen in Swedish, mean street Or road.) Along this broad avenue, named
after Finland’s great hero Marshal Mannerheim, you’ll be able to pick out
the Post Office, the House of Parliament, the National Museum (Suomen
Kansallismuseo), the fine new Concert and Congress Center of Finlandia
Hall, and the Olympic Stadium.

Another simple introduction to the city is to take the No. 3T or 3B tram
which describes a figure of eight through the city, bringing you back to
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where you started. No. 3T has a commentary in several languages in sum-
mer (see “How to get around” in the Practical Information ). After that,
as good a way as any of planning your sightseeing is to start in the middle
and work outwards. In point of fact, by far the greatest number of interest-
ing sights are contained in the central part of the city, branching out from
the Market Square (or Kauppatori).

The Helsinki Tourist Office has an excellent free booklet “See Helsinki
on Foot,” detailing six walking tours with maps. Their premises are near
the Market Square down by the South Harbor, a few hundred meters from
some of the passenger quays. The colorful open-air market flourishes each
morning, ending around 1 pMm. and reopening in summer from 3.30-8,
when the emphasis is more on arts and crafts. Grouped around the striking
statue of Havis Amanda, by Ville Vallgren, are the flower sellers, and the
fruit stalls with their mountains of strawberries, raspberries, blueberries,
red currants and red whortleberries. You may even be fortunate enough
to find the special cloudberry, Suomuurain, which grows mostly north of
the Arctic Circle and is ripened by the Midnight Sun. Fish are sold at the
very edge of the harbor, straight from the boats in which they were caught
earlier in the morning and so fresh they are still alive and flipping. Meat
and dairy produce is sold in the covered market, just beyond the fish stalls,

Havis Amanda, incidentally, the beautiful lady loved by all Helsinkiites,
is a center of vapunaatto (May Day Eve) revelry. She is crowned again
and again on this festive night with the white caps of students who wade
through the protective moat surrounding her and climb up to embrace
her. Another statue of interest is the stone monument commemorating
the time in 1833 when Nicolas I and his consort Feodorovna visited Fin.
land. Known as the Empress Stone, it stands just opposite the quay used

by the small boats which head out to the islands of the harbor archipelago.
On the west side of the harbor is the Olympia Terminal where passenger
and car ferries from Sweden, Poland, and Estonia dock—some of them
huge vessels that loom as high as the buildings. Continue south and you
come to the pleasant park and district of Kaivopuisto, where most of the
embassies are to be found. On the shore, here and elsewhere, you will see
small wooden structures from which some Helsinki housewives follow an
old tradition of scrubbing their carpets in the sea (or lake, as the case may
be).

Leading out of the Market Square are Pohjoisesplanadi and Etelies-
planadi (North and South Esplanades), with gardens running up the mid-

_____dle. Compositely known as Esplanadi, it is a favorite promenade and also

features some of the display rooms and shops of Finland’s top firms in
porcelain, glass, fashion and crafts. Many of them are open on Sundays
in July and August.

Along the edge of the Market Square facing the sea stands the Presi-
dent’s Palace, with a sentry in field grey patrolling the entrance. Near it
you can see the City Hall and various administrative buildings, and behind
it towers Helsinki’s most famous landmark, the Cathedral. Separating the
North and South Harbors, the rocky headland of Katajanokka is dominat-
ed by the Orthodox Uspensky Cathedral with its gleaming “onion” domes.
This rather neglected area of 19th-century warehouses and naval barracks
has been given a new injection of life and is now a developing complex
of shops, arts and crafts studios, and restaurants. Passenger ships from
Sweden and Germany dock at the Katajanokka terminals on the South
Harbor side of the headland.
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Senate and Railway Squares: Contrasting Hubs

Only a block away from the South Harbor market is Senate Square, one
of the loveliest in northern Europe, with Engel’s Cathedral and 1t’s domes
soaring above it. In the middle of the square is Walter Runeberg s statue
of Alexander II of Russia, the enlightened despot who was so well disposed

inland.

0 gn January 28, 1951, the great Marshal Baron Carl Qustaf Manner-
heim, died in Switzerland. He was flown back to his native land a_n(_i lay
in state in the Cathedral for three days before his state funergl. The citizens
of Finland were allowed to pay their last respects to him w‘hlle he lay there
in the dim vastness of this lovely church. Young war w1dow§, chxldrefl,
officers and soldiers, who had fought in Finland’s wars against Russia
under Mannerheim’s leadership, filed past in their thousands, and the only
sound was one of weeping. Never in Finland’s history has there been such
an expression of national feeling. . )

Opposite the Cathedral the lively new Senaat_tl shppgmg center adds
a new dimension to this gracious but rather quiet district. Most_ o_f the
streets leading off the Senate Square contain government and administra-
tive offices. Snellmaninkatu is named after J.V. Snellman, whose statue
stands in front of the Bank of Finland. Known as the awakener of _the
Finnish national spirit, he was instrumental in persuading the Rus.SIan
overlords to accept the idea of a separate Finnish currency and ofﬁcla!ly
recognize the Finnish language. Nearby is the House of the E§tates, site
of Finland’s Parliament during the Russian era, and now occupied by sev-
eral scientific societies. o .

But let us leave the Senate Square and the “Whitehall dlSt.I’lct” of Fin-
land and take a stroll up Aleksanterinkatu, the main sl}ogpxpg center of
Helsinki. At its top end, where it runs into Mannerhelmlqtle, is Stock-
mann’s, Finland’s largest department store. At this corner is the famous
statue of the Three Smiths by Felix Nylund, a common rendezvous for
people who have to meet somewhere in town. .

Where Mannerheimintie meets Esplanadi stands the Sweqlsh ’I.‘hea_lter
where plays are given in the Swedish language. To reach its Finnish-
language rival, the older National Theater, you must turn arounq and go
back down Aleksanterinkatu to the first street on your left, which leads

into the huge square in front of the railway station, which-is-also-the-hub-

of the city’s impressive new metro network. Here the Natiqnal Thfaater
is overshadowed by the massive station itself, designed by Ellel.Saa{men.
Although he became an American citizen during the war, Saarinen’s lgst
wish was to be buried in his native country. His ashes were flown to Flp-
land in 1950 and interred in the grounds of the beautiful home he built
for himself along the shore of lovely Lake Hvit.tr'eisk.

Right opposite the Railway Station is the City Center, a complex. of
shops, restaurants, cafés, with underground passageway of s:hops leading
to the railway station. Also on the opposite side of the Railway Square
and facing the National Theater is the newly renovated Art. Museum of
the Ateneum (Ateneum in Taidemuseo), which houses specimens of the
works of Finland’s greatest painters. The paintings of Gallen-Kallela,
Hugo Simberg, Albert Edelfelt, Eero Jirnefelt, and Magnus E'n'ckell a,re
known far beyond the borders of Finland and are wel-l v!orth a visit. Youw’ll
also find some sculptures by the world-famous Wiin$ Aaltonen.
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Just behind the railway station stands the Main Post Office. Opposite
is Sokos House which contains a large hotel and restaurant, plus numerous
business offices and shops. Nearby is one of Helsinki’s latest shopping pre-
cincts, Kaivopiha, an attractive oasis linked to the railway station, with
an entrance from Mannerheimintie.

The Post Office marks one boundary of the “downtown” part of the
capital. Across Mannerheimintie from here is the bus station and, in the
adjoining block, the glossy new Forum shopping center. A stone’s throw
north along Mannerheimintie is the House of Parliament, the impressive
structure in red granite which seems so striking because of the ample space
around it. It looks solid and, if you go inside you will agree that it is solid,
built to withstand storms of debate within and criticism from without. It
is lavishly and beautifully decorated inside, even to the special caucus
room reserved exclusively for the three-score or more of lady representa-
tives. Finland’s 200 members of Parliament are elected by proportional
representation.

National Museum and Olympic Stadium

A short distance west of Mannerheimintie in Temppeliaukio is the Tem-
ppeliaukio church, one of Europe’s most unusual modern churches, built
into the living rock. Designed by the brothers Timo and Tuomo Suoma-
lainen, it is also used as a concert hall. Returning to Mannerheimintie,
Just a few hundred meters from the House of Parliament is an odd-looking
edifice with a tower which gives it a church-like appearance. This is the
National Museum, which houses a large collection of ethnographical ex-
hibits illustrating Finland’s history. This area, round the shores of T6615n-
lahti Bay, is the site of the big new city plan designed by Alvar Aalto.
Part of this is Finlandia Hall, the Concert and Congress Center, designed
by him, which opened in 1971, close to the shore of the bay and not far
from the National Museum. The Intercontinental Hotel is nearby, while
the ultramodern City Theater, designed by Timo Pentili, is across the bay.

About half a mile beyond Finlandia Hall, on the corner of Helsinginka-
tu, is the site of the glossy new Opera House due to open in 1992. Further
along Mannerheimintie, not half an hour’s walk from the railway station
and but ten minutes by tram, rises the imposing tower of the Olympic Sta-
dium. One of the finest views of Helsinki can be obtained from the top
of this tower. Further north still and to the east of Mannerheimintie, less
than two miles from the city center, is Helsinki’s fine new International
Fair Center, which opened in 1975. Exhibition halls, a restaurant, cafeteria
and well-planned open spaces make it a showplace of its kind.

The street leading off at right angles from Mannerheimintie, Hels-
inginkatu, leads to the beautiful Botanical Gardens and the Water Tower,
from which there is a fine view. Nearby is Helsinki’s Tivoli, or permanent
amusement park, called Linnanmaki, offering top-class entertainment of
universal family appeal. Continuing along this street we come to the “East
End” of Helsinki where there is little to see except proof of the fact that
Helsinki has indeed no slums.

If you return to Mannerheimintie and cross the street, you will find
yourself in the hospital center of the capital. Actually, it is still T6615, the
biggest residential district, but in this little section are concentrated most
of the city’s biggest and newest hospitals.

Although it may seem a startling suggestion, you next ought to go and
see the Hietaniemi Cemetery. When you get there, you will realize why
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it is a favorite rendezvous for a promenade, for it is a beautiful place. Mar-
shal Mannerheim is buried in the military section. It is a custom to place
candles on each grave on Christmas Eve, a moving sight.

Another place well worth visiting is Arabia. This is one of the largest
pottery factories in Europe and can be visited by appointment. Although
the Arabia plant is some distance out of town, a tram service runs practi-
cally to the gate.

Helsinki’s Islands

A number of Helsinki’s most interesting sights are on islands, a major
one being the fortress of Suomenlinna. In fact, this covers a series of inter-
linked islands, and the entire Finnish army assisted in its construction,
which began in 1748. Under the protection of this fortification, Helsinki
first began to develop and flourish. Once called the Gibraltar of the North,
it was indeed impregnable, never having been taken by assault. Twice,
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