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(Hinchliffe/Blessey) DRUGS
May 31, 5:30 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DRUG-FREE SCHOOLS RECOGNITION CEREMONY
MONDAY, JUNE 11, 1990 :

Thank you, Secretary Cavazos. It's wonderful for all of us to
hear you speak -- in your heart burns the flame of dedication to the
youth of this fine country.

To all of you out there: students, parents, teachers, friends --
I'm delighted to welcome you to my house -- to your house, the White
House. You're all luck to have such a beautiful day to skip school!//

And a special greeting to all you principals. It's nice to know
that you're coming to see me -- rather than the other way around.//

We're here today to celebrate a cause that's very dear to my
heart. The battle to free our schools and our children from the
_poisonous plague of drugs.

Nothing should be more important to us than the young people of
America. Because they're our future. They trust us to leave our land
healthy, our lives at peace, and our values just, so that tﬁe world
they inherit will be better than the one left to us.

And they trust ﬁs to prepare them for it through education.

For education means more than just teaching our children the
skills that are needed for a job. It's also about passing onnto each
new generation_the values that serve as the foundation and corner-
stone of our free society -- patriotism; loyalty; faithfulness;
courage; the ability to make the crucial distinctions between fight
and wrong; and the maturity fo understand that all that we have and
achieve in this world comes first from a beneficient and loving God.

But we can't get learning back into our schools until we get the

drugs out. //
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In my eight years as your vice-president, and the year and a half <
I have had the privilege to be your président, I have seen much and
heard even more. But few stories have wreﬂched me as hard as those I
haﬁe heard about schoolchildren tridpped in the evil claw of drugs.

I have seen the tragic devastation that drugs wreak -- seen how
they are draining the lifeblood of our best and greatest hope. I have
listened to the stories and felt a cold fury surge within me. And I

thought about those innocent lives being wasted away on our

schoolyards ana I decided: This is war. And let it begin here.//
We must win our war on drugs By persuading our young people th:i;>
drugs are not cool, that drugs will chew them up and spit them out. '
‘They must see that the choice of drugs over self-reliance is the
choice of death over life.
But, you know, utimately the most important Yeapons in the war on

- L
drugs are the least tangible ones: self-dlsc1p%¢,{courage, character,

support from family, faith in God and in one's self. The answer, in a

word, is values. If we want to stop our kids from putting drugs in

N

their veins, we must first ensure that they have good ideas in their

heads and moral character in their hearts. //

And that is exactly what the 51 schools we are honoring today are
doing. -

Few events as president have given me as much pride as does this
one. For you are all working together, embodying brillianfly the
ideal that a successful life must include serving others. You are our
hopeful points of light .in the battle against the lords of darkness.

I want to share with you a few of the stories of the schools

represented here today.



A
>am

Men Against Destruction ® Defending Against Drugs and Social-disorder

MAD DADS are a forming of black men and fathers coming together as a
unit; organizing our neighborhoods and becoming more visable and
active; being good examples and role models for our children.

We are against rampant gang violence and the easy accessability of
illegal guns. We are against the easy availability of deadly drugs in
our city. We are against unmolested gambling dens and after-hour

joints. We are against the high unemployment among our youth and
adults.

Destruction is the inevitable if gangs are not stopped in their tracks
now!! This means keeping illegal guns and other weapons out of their
hands and off the streets. If the City, County, State and Federal
Government do not develop and execute a workable plan to get to the
hierarchy of drug dealers, who are the sources that are funneling this

poison into our cities, then there will be no hope to get rid of the
dope.

DADS are standing up and saying we want to work with any agency or group

as a team, to stop the killing of our kids. To stop the flow of
drugs, the high unemployment, and at the same time promote Black-

unity, City, and State unity and positive thinking. Thats why we are
MAD DADS.
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| k Men Against Destruction-Defending Against
Drugs and Snclal-dlsmder |

2221 No. 24th Street Omaha, Nebraska 68110  (402) 461-3500

OFFICERS:

John Foster
Chairman

Eddie Staton
President

Dr. George Garrison
Vice President

Rev. Robert D. Tyler
‘Secretary/Treasurer

BOARD MEMBERS:

John Foster

Eddie Staton

Dr. George Garrison
Rev. Robert D. Tyler
Lafayette Nelson

MARCH 1990
'MEN AGAINST DESTRUCTIDON —
DEFENDING AGAINST DRUGS AND SOCIAL-DISORDER

M.A.D. D.A.D.S. INC.

THE ENCLOSED REFORT IS  INTENDED TO SIVE INFORMATION AS TO
THE MISSION AND FACTS ON THE MAD DADS MOVEMENT SINCE ITS
BEGINNING. THE FDLLDWINE IS A CHRONOLOGICAL REFORT; A

MISSION STATEMENMT; MEDIA/OFFICIALS CONTACT REFORT; AND CTURREENT

CHAPTER INFORMATION.
AFFROVED:

Jo FORTER, EHAIEMSN

ED . FRESIDENT

TYL F-., SECRETARY/TEEASUREF



M.A.D. D.A.D.S. INC.
MISSION STATEMENT

MAD DADS IS A THRUST WHOSE TIME HAS COME, BECAUSE IT SEEKS EQUITY
AND BALANCE IN THE DEPLOYMENT OF MEN TOWARDS THE STRUGGLE TO SAVE
THEMSELVES, THEIR CHILDREN AND THEIR COMMUNITIES.

MAD DADS REGARD AS A HIGH PRIORITY, THE URGENCY, TO RECTIFY THE
EXTENT TO WHICH MEN ARE UNDER-REPRESENTED IN THE FOREFRONT OF THE
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE DESTRUCTION OF THE FAMILY UNIT. EMPHASIS
MUST BE PLACED ON THE RECRUITMENT, CONSCIOUSNESS-RAISING AND
PROMOTION OF MEN IN THE WAR AGAINST DRUGS AND CRIME, AND ANY OTHER
DESTRUCTIVE FORCES WITHIN OUR COMMUNITIES.

MAD DADS ARE STRESSING THE ADVANCEMENT OF MEN TO THE RANKS OF
LEADERSHIP IN THE STRUGGLE TO REGAIN CONTROL OF OUR YOUTH WITHIN
OUR COMMUNITIES. 1IT MUST BE PERCEIVED AS A NECESSARY STEP IN THE
EFFORT TO UNITE FAMILIES; TO REKINDLE FLAMES OF PRIDE AMONG OUR
YOUTH; AND PARTICULARLY, TO RAISE LEVELS OF ASPIRATIONS AND
EXPECTATIONS AMONG YOUNG MEN, THROUGH POSITIVE ROLE MODELING THAT
FOCUSES ON THE IMAGES OF THE STRONG, DRUG FREE, CARING AND LOVING

FATHER FIGURE.

TO THIS END, WE ARE DEVELOPING STRATEGIES AND SPECIAL INCENTIVES,
DESIGNED TO ATTRACT, RECRUIT, CHALLENGE AND PREPARE MEN TO BE
VOCAL, VISIBLE AND VIGILANT IN THE STRUGGLE TO REGAIN CONTROL OF
OUR COMMUNITIES AND OUR FAMILIES, ESPECIALLY OUR YOUTH.

CONTRIBUTIONS THAT WOMEN HAVE MADE, TO THE SURVIVAL OF OUR

ENERGIES QE WOMEN ARE WELCOMED AND ENCOURAGED 'HOWEVER, THE
EMPHASIS MAD DADS PLACES ON THE ROLE OF MEN IS INTENDED TO
ADDRESS THE NEED FOR MEN TO BECOME POSITIVE ROLE MODELS, ACTIVELY
INVOLVED IN THE STRUGGLE TO SAVE OUR YOUTH. MOTHERS ARE TO BE
APPLAUDED AND RESCUED, AS WE MEN TAKE ON OUR SHARE OF THE
RESPONSIBILITY FOR RAISING AND TAKING CARE OF OUR FAMILIES.
UNITED... MOTHERS AND FATHERS, CAN BETTER FORTIFY THE STRUCTURES

OF THE HOME, THE SCHOOL, THE CHURCH, AND THE COMMUNITY.

M.A.D. D.A.D.S... THE FORCE BEHIND THE CHANGE.
2221 N. 24TH STREET OMAHA NEBRASKA 68104
(402) 451-3500 1-800-544-DADS
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5/89

6/89

7/89

8/89

9/89

10-89

INFORMATION AND FACT SHEET

(PERIOD 5/89 THRU 3/90 )

-~JOHN FOSTERS SON ATTACKED BY GANG MEMBERS
-BECAME LITERALLY A "MAD DAD"

-JCHN MET WITH NORTH OMAHA MINISTERIAL ALLIANCE

'AND EDDIE STATON, DR. GEORGE GARRISON, ELDER ROBERT
TYLER, MR. WILBUR BURROWS.

-MAD DADS ORGANIZATION FOUNDED

-PRESS CONF. TO ANNOUNCE MAD DADS-ORGANIZATfON»

- —STARTED PAINTING OVER GRAFFITI IN NORTH OMAHA-STARTED

WEEKEND PATROLS, TO TALK TO YOUTH ON THE
STREETS

-WORKED WITH SEPTEMBERFEST OFFICIALS TO PATROL AND
CHAPERONE FESTIVAL AREAS

-STARTED PERIODIC VISITS TO DOUGLAS COUNTY/STATE
"CORRECTIONAL CENTERS

' —~APPEARED ON CBS EARLY MORNING NEWS WITH KATHLEEN

SULLIVIAN. STARTED RECEIVING CALLS AND LETTERS
FROM ALL OVER AMERICA

-PURCHASED FAXCOM COMPUTER/TELEPHONE ANSWERING MACHINE
TO HELP FIGHT DRUGS AND GANGS AND TO KEEP IN TOUCH

- WITH MEMBERSHIP .

~-MEMBERSHIP NOW OVER 200

-DISPLAYED NEW LOGO, DESIGNED BY NORTH OMAHA PASTOR
ELDER ROBERT TYLER

-FIRST SOUTH OMAHA RECRUITMENT MEETING AT LAFERN
- WILLIAMS CENTER

~-BEGINNING OF HELICOPTER CONTROVERSY

~STARTED DRUG TREATMENT DISCUSSIONS WITH AREA TREATMENT
CENTER/HOSPITALS
-~FIRST VISIT TO DENVER RE: STARTING MAD DADS CHAPTER

-MAD DADS START MADMOMS UNIT FOR WOMEN TO GET INVOLVED

- WOMENS DIVISION MEMBERSHIP NOW OVER 75

-MAD DADS MEMBERSHIP NOW OVER 300
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PAGE 2
-USA TODAY/TV VISITS OMAHA TO PREPARE A NATIONAL STORY
ON THE MAD DADS

~SECOND SOUTH OMAHA RECRUITMENT MEETING AT LAFERN
WILLIAMS CENTER:

—MAD.DADS TRAVEL TO L.A. TO APPEAR ON ABC ‘HOME' SHOW
—FIRST-MADKIDS UNIT STARTED AT BELVEDERE ELEM SCHOOL
-MAD DADS MOVIE PURSUED IN L.A. BY OMAHAN ROBERT CROUNSE

-MAD DADS CONTINUE TO REACH.OUT TO YOUTH THROUGH VISITS:
TO SCHOOLS, CHURCHES, JAILS AND ON THE STREETS

-MADD THREATENS MAD DADS WITH SUIT OVER NAME

-ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS COMPLETES ARTICLES ON DENVER
MAD DADS CHAPTER STATING POSITIVE EFFECT ON DENVER

~-MAD DADS HOLD SOUTH OMAHA WENNIE ROAST FOR HALLOWEEN

-MAD DADS HOLD FIRST WEST OMAHA RECRUITMENT MEETING

" MEMBERSHIP APPROCHES 400.

-MADD SUES MAD DADS OVER NAME IN FEDERAL COURT

~MAD DADS CONTINUE TO SEEK AFFORDABLE, ASSESSABLE DRUG )
TREATMENT FOR ALL CITIZENS WHO WANT TREATMENT :

~MAD DADS HOUSE SHOT AT - NO ONE WAS AT HOME OR HURT

-DOUGLAS COUNTY BOARD AWARDS MAD DADS $§5000, TO PREPARE
‘STREET COUNSELING' PROPOSAL

-MAD DADS RECEIVE 501 (C)(3) TAX EXEMPT STATUS
RETROACTIVE TO 8/89

—SEVEN(7) MAD DADS GRADUATE FROM OMAHA POLICE DEPT.
CITIZEN ACADEMY

-MAD DADS/MAD MOMS SPONSOR ‘ADOPT A CHILD FOR :
CHRISTMAS' (OVER 200 FAMILIES PARTICIPATED IN PROGRAM)

—MAD MOMS MEMBERSHIP OVER 130

-MAD DADS PATROL/CHAPERONE METRO-HQLIDAY TOURNAMENT
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PAGE 3

-FORMATION OF MAD DADS CHOOSEN AS THE OMAHA WORLD
HERALD NEWSPAPERS'-NUMBER ONE STORY FOR 1989

-WORLD HERALD NEWSPAPER POLL- MAD'DADS RECEIVE AN 86%
APPROVAL RATING

~CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR NEWSPAPER BOSTON -
COMPLETES ARTICLE ON MAD DADS. CALLS AND LETTERS FROM
“ALL OVER THE USA COME TO MAD DADS HEADQUARTERS

-USA TODAY NEWSPAPER DOES ARTICLE ON MAD DADS

-MAD DADS COMPLETE SEVERAL DOZEN RADIO AND'TELEVISION
INTERVIEWS BOTH LOCAL AND NATIONAL

-SEVERAL AREA HIGH SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY APPEARANCES
SPARK SCHOOL NEWSPAPER ARTICLES IE: ELKHORN H.S.,
CENTRAL H.S5., BURKE H.S., NORTH H.S. UNO AND.
CREIGHTON UNIV.RE: MAD DADS

-MAD DADS VISIT LEXINGTON NEBR. ARTICLES COMPLETED BY
NORTH PLATTE TELEGRAPH, GRAND ISLAND, FREMONT NEWS &
BELLEVUE LEADER

—MAD DADS’SECOND VISIT TO WEST OMAHA / MEETING HELD AT

BURKE H.S. MEMBERSHIP OVER 450

-MAD DADS PLEAD WITH SHOOTERS TO STOP DRIVE-BY SHOOTING
ASKS PUBLIC TO COOPERATE WITH POLICE

~MAD DADS TRAVEL TO DENVER TO SPEAK AT OFFICIAL START
OF MAD DADS CHAPTER IN DENVER / MEMBERSHIP'250 MEN

-=MAD MOMS BEGIN MONTHLY COMMUNITY-DINNERS IN LOW INCOME
'AREAS MEMBERSHIP NOW OVER 150

-MAD DADS BEGIN WEEKLY RADIO- PROGRAM ‘MAD DADS AMERICA'
KBWH-FM 106.3 SAT. 5:00 PM

—MAD DADS MEET WITH NATIONAL COMMISSION ON DRUG FREE
SCHOOLS AT BOYSTOWN

-MAD DADS MEET WITH NATIONAL DRUG CZAR DR. BENNETT AT
BOYSTOWN -

-MAD DADS HAVE SEVERAL LOCAL OFFICIALS/CANDIDATES
PARTICIPATE IN WEEKEND PATROLS IE: CONG. PETER

HOAGLAND; BEN NELSON AND BILL HOPPNER CANDIDATES FOR
GOVERNOR
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PAGE 4

-MAD DADS BEGIN PERIODIC VISITS TO THE DOUGLAS COUNTY
YOUTH CENTER TO TALK WITH YOUTH IN TROUBLE

-MAD DADS BEGIN WORK ON NEW COMMUNITY INFORMATION
CENTER LOCATED AT 30TH AND BEDFORD STREETS

M.A.D. D.A.D.S. INC
YOUTH SUPPORT

-FINANCIALLY SUPPORTED YOUNG MEN ON THE RUN FROM DRUCG DEALERS

-PROVIDED HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS FOR FAMILY FOLLOWING A DRIVE-
BY SHOOTING AT THEIR HOME

-~PROVIDE AIDE AND SUPPORT TO YOUTH HAVING PROBLEMS WITH
POLICE WHILE AT COMMUNITY EVENTS, IN SOME CASES PREVENTED
YOUTH FROM BEING ARRESTED, IN OTHER CASES PROVIDED -
TRANSPORTATION HOME FROM EVENTS WHEN PARENTS FAILED TO PICK
UP YOUTH

-PROVIDED LOCAL AND NATIONAL EXPOSURE TO YOUTH BANDS,
GRAFFITI ART GROUPS AND YOUTH WHO HAVE SPECIAL TALENTS

-PROVIDED SUPPORT COUNSELING TO FAMILIES OF YOUTH IN NEED OF
A POSITIVE MALE ROLE MODEL TO INTERVENE WITH YOUTH PROBLEMS
BOTH AT HOME AND SCHOOL.

-~PROVIDED AIDE AND SUPPORT TO YOUTH WHO HAVE BEEN INJURED AS
A RESULT OF YOUTH OR GANG VIOLENCE IE: WHEELCHAIRS AND
RAMPS; TRANSPORTATION TO COMMUNITY EVENTS

-PROVIDED BAIL FOR YOUTH ARRESTED FOR MINOR OFFENSES

-REFER YOUTH AND ADULTS TO JOB OPPORTUNITIES AS RELAYED TO
- THE MAD DADS

-SERVICE TO A NUMBER OF PANELS, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS DEALING
WITH YOUTH VIOLENCE, GANGS, DRUGS AND OTHER MINORITY
COMMUNITY CONCERNS - SHARING OUR STREET EXPERIENCE AND
KNOWLEDGE WITH LOCAL, STATE, AND NATIONAL LEADERS

;COUNSELING SESSIONS WITH YOUTH IN JAILS OR YOUTH CENTERS
BOTH COUNTY AND STATE FACILITIES

-MONITORING THE COURT SYSTEM-IN BEHALF OF YOUTH WHO ARE
CAUGHT IN THE SYSTEM WITHOUT JUSTIFICATION AND OR
APPROPRIATE REPRESENTATION
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M.A.D. D.A.D.S. INC.
LOGO

THE MAD DADS LOGO WAS DESIGNED BY ELDER ROBERT TYLER, PASTOR
OF THE OMAHA CHURCH OF THE LIVING GOD IN SEPTEMBER OF 1989.

-THE OUTSTRETCHED HAND OF REASONING...SYMBOLIC OF THE MAD
DADS LOVE AND CONCERN FOR ALL YOUTH AND THEIR FAMILIES.
WE REACH OUT TO ALL WHO WOULD EMBRACE POSITIVE CHANGE.

-THE FIST OF DETERMINATION...SYMBOLIC OF OUR DETERMINATION
AND RESOLVE TO BE THE FORCE BEHIND THE CHANGE. A POSITIVE

CHANGE FOR OUR YOUTH AND FAMILIES. SYMBOLIC OF STRONG
PARENTS WHO LOVE -AND CARE FOR THEIR CHILDREN.

OUR COLORS

-BLACK...SYMBOLIC OF UNITY, TOGETHERNESS, AND SUPPORT!
BRINGING ALL OF US TOGETHER AS ONE.

-GREEN...SYMBOLIC OF LIFE, GROWTH, LIVING, HOPE!
OUR FAITH IN ‘GOD AND OUR FUTURE.

ADDITIONAL STATS ON MAD DADS:

VISITS TO METRO AREA SCHOOLS - 43
VISITS TO SCHOOLS OUTSIDE OF OMAHA - 6
CITIES VISITED BY MAD DADS - DENVER, COUNCIL BLUFFS, ELKHORN,
FREMONT, RALSTON, PAPILLION,
'SOUIX CITY, LAVISTA, BELLEVUE,
LEXINGTON, VALLEY, LINCOLN,
SCHYLER, MILLARD, BOYSTOWN AND
CAMP FONTENELLE, COLUMBUS AND
OMAHA TOTAL: 18

SPEAKING TO AREA SERVICE CLUBS - 86
SPEAKING TO AREA CHURCHES - 21
SPECIAL SPEAKING INVITATIONS - 52
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MEDIA CONTACTS: .

- ALL LOCAL RADIO/TELEVISION STATIONS
KWIT RADIO, SOUIX CITY
Iowa PUBLIC RADIO
NEBRASKA PUBLIC RADIO
RD. ISLAND PUBLIC RADIO
WHJJ RADIO, R.I.
WNWS RADIO, MIAMI FA.
NBC NEWS, ATLANTA
CBS NEWS, NEW YORK
ABC NEWS, L.A.
USA TODAY/TV DENVER
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, BOSTON
WALL STREET JOURNAL, NEW YORK
NATIONAL BLACK NETWORK, NEW YORK
ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS, DENVER
DES MOINES REGISTER, DES MOINES
NORTH PLATTE TELEGRAPH, NORTH PLATTE
DENVER POST, DENVER
KANSAS CITY STAR, KC
FREMONT NEWS, FREMONT
BELLEVUE LEADER, BELLEVUE
MIDLANDS MAGAZINE, OMAHA
TIME MAGAZINE, CHICAGO
KMGH TV, DENVER
WJTB RADIO, NORTH RIDGEVIEW, OHIO
CNN-TV NEWS, CHICAGO
SHERIDAN BROADCASTING NETWORK, PITTSBURG PA.
THE FRED SHERMAN TALK SHOW, BOSTON
.NEBRASKA PUBLIC TELEVISION NETV LINCOLN
' THE WASHINGTON POST, WASHINGTON D.C.
KANSAS CITY TIMES, KANSAS CITY, MO.
RFD-TV, OMAHA
VOICE OF AMERICA, WORLDWIDE RADIO, NEW YORK

OFFICIAL CONTACT:

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR - LOS ANGLES CALF
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR - CHARLOTTE N.C.
STATE REP. MO. - JEFFERSON CITY, MO.
‘HOUSTON, TEX. POLICE DEPT - HOUSTON

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR - NEBRASKA
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR - OMAHA
- U.S8. SENATOR ROBERT KERREY
U.S. SENATOR JIM EXXON
U.S. CONGRESSMAN PETER HOAGLAND
HUMAN RELATIONS DEPT. KANSAS CITY, MO.
DENVER CITY COUNCIL



DOUGLAS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
PAGE 7

U.S. DEPT. OF THE TREASURY
U.S. DEPT. OF INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
POLICE DEPT. BLOOMINTON, MINNESOTA
U.S. ACTION OFFICE, WASHINGTON D.C.
DIST. NO. 1 PHOENIX ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
NEBRASKA REPUBLICAN PARTY
OMAHA POLICE DEPT.
. NEBRASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
- DOUGLAS COUNTY SHERIFF DEPT
SARPY COUNTY SHERIFF DEPT
THE WHITE HOUSE ~ COMMUNITY SERVICE COMMISSION, WASH. D.C.
'THE NEBRASKA POSTAL UNION

‘MOAUDQ D._AIDDS. INC- CHAPTERS

DENVER, COLORADO CHAPTER
M.A.D D.A.D.S. INC.
MR. JIM CHASE, PRESIDENT
P.0. BOX 7065
DENVER COLORADO 80207
(303) 369-1130

CHAPTERS PENDING:

DES MOINIES, IOWA
HOUSTON, TEXAS
COLUMBUS, OHIO -

GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA



PNV every
| Saturday at 9:00 p.m.
to
KBWH

MRACLE FM 106

OMAHA

COMMUNITY
TALK SHOW

~ John Foster, Eddie Staton g /4
qﬁ% and the Rev. Bob Tyler '—115!
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(Hinchliffe/Blessey) MADDAD
May 30, 1990 4:15 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MAD DADS POINT OF LIGHT SALUTE
FRIDAY, JUNE 8, 1990

£die Stoten—

Thank you John Foster, and all of you wonderful, inspiring MAD
DADS, MAD MOMS, and MAD KIDS. Thank you for inviting me here to meet
you == I'll carry with me back to Washington the incredibly impress-
ive story of the war for goodness you are waging in this parking lot,

on this street, and across the streets of your beleaguered world.

said that drugs and emptiness used to be a cancer
festering in the heart of North Omaha. Well, you people have done
radical surgery on that cancer. You've ripped it out and replaced it
with the healing balm of caring.

You know, when I was thinking about MAD DADS, I remembered a
scene from the movie "Network." In it, Peter Finch started a revolu-
tion when he threw open his window and shouted down to the streets
below: "I'm mad as hell and I'm not going to take it any more!"

Well, another revolution -- your revolution -- began in the
same way. Your own 20-year-old Sean Foster was a college student with
no ties to gangs or drugs. But one night last June, he ended up in
the wrong place at the wrong time, and was beaten viciously by
membergfoﬁ—a~gang—cailed the Crips. When he managed to drag himself
home that night, his father John took one look at his bloodied son
and something inside him exploded.

He took to the streets to try to find his son's attackers. He
never did. But what he did find serves his community -- and all of us
== much better.

He found that the streets belonged not to families, but to the

6&%&%} Not to hope, but to drug dealers. To gangs with names like
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Bloods, Skinheads, and East Omaha Rats. To a cycle of brutal violende
and crime. And John Foster found the voice within him to shout: "I'm
mad as hell and I'm not going to take it any more!"

This mad dad and his friends formed MAD DADS. In the last
year, along with more than 450 others who have joined them, they have
become theAdominant presence on their previously devastated streets.
Thgy are father figures who talk tough against drugs but soft toward
the kids. They're out to save the gang members, not destroy them.

That's a lesson for all of us. We admire the fact that, even
in your énger, you see that drugs, crime and despair are the
predators. The teens who use them are the victims.

I just came from a visit to the MAD DADS' new headquarters. I
listened to these good, strong men talk with pain in their hearts
about pain on their streets. They talk of one young boy who is a ring
leader, a gang shooter. They dﬁn't come any harder, these fathers
told me. Yet this boy -- who had no father around to confide in --
told one of the MAD DADS: "I'd go back to school today if I could get
a job earning six doilars an hour."
| For the lack of six dollars an hour, this life could be lost.
For the lack of honesty and love and father figures, many lives could
be lost. |

That's what makes these dads mad. So they paint over gang
graffiti to proclaim that they're reclaiming the city. Nightly, they
patrol the killing grounds of their streets: going out, ald
me, with "a radio, a conversation and a prayer." They are fathers to
neighborhood in desperate need of family. In the shifting shadows of

midnight street corners, they talk to lost sons of other men.

[“)WZ; >,
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But, most importantly, -- they're simply there. And they care.

They are voices crying in the wildness (N.B.: "wildness," not "wil-

derness'") -- "see us and fear, see us and believe, see us and hope."

And -- during those grim, lonely nights on the streets -- they

%0
L
oy,

give a gift too rarely seen: the gift of love. Love for their ’//¥
children, for all children.iDesperate love is what called them ou%“of i

/:;7
their own safe houses into the dangerous din of the streets.] You
know, negative anger never prevents tomorrow's sorrow. It only drains
the strength from today. But channeling their righteous anger in a
positive way -- for love -- is the richest leéacy these men can leave
for the children who follow.

I want to tell you one of my favorite stories. More than 1600
years ago, a monk named Telemacmus heard a call, rose from his |
prayer, and went to Rome. Once there, he followed a crowd into what
he thought was a festival. It was the<é§?3§§§ﬁm. In horror he saw
that the gladiators -- the young men of their time -- were fighting
to the death for entertainment.

He raced onto the field, this solitary little figure, and
hurled himself in front of those whose life work it was to kill or be
killed. "In the name of all that is good, stop!" he begged them as
the crowd booed. In answer, one of the gladiétors ran him through
with his sword.

But then, suddenly, when they saw his crumpled form lying
there in the dust, those in the crowd fell silent. And one by one
they‘walked away. That was the last battle to the death in the
Colosseum. And this inhuman insanity ended only because of one small

voice that dared to call out above the roar of the crdwd.
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In our century, in our age,‘ﬁgﬂgwgsgﬁér;s voiéé)is that voice.
He cried out against the meaningless violence he saw leading today's
young warriors into self-destruction. One by one, others joined him
in his howl of protest. Now their world is filled with a lion's roar
-- supremely strong, fiercely proud, challenging and redeeming.

Humanity and hope were restored to the ancient world by a
single man's cry into the wind of uncaring hopelessness. Humanity and
hope are now being restored to our world through the vision, courage
and wisdom of the chorus of voices of MAD DADS. We are today witness-
ing the wonder of a rebirth. It is more than a rebirth of community.
It is a rebirth of hope, of respect for life, and of the future.

And so, for the inspiration and the example you set for our
nation, I am proud to honor you as our nation's 126th Daily Point of
Light. You truly show that the definition of a successful life must
include giving of yourself in service to others.

If every community could band together as you have done, we
could see MAD DADS' spirit of caring spread -- street by street,
neighborhood by neighborhood, city by city. Crime, drugs, and
hopelessness can be -- and will be -- banished from the shadows of
our great land when each individual cares enough to add his voice to
the growing chorus of concern.

Your MAD DADS' logo tells your story. The outstretched, caring
hand of the loving father who embraces positive change. And the fist
of determination of the strong father who resolves to be the force
behind that change.

God bless you, God bless your children, God bless our future,

and God bless our country.
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THANK You JoHN FOSTER, GOVERNOR ORR, Mayor MorcaN,
EDDIE STATON (STATE-UN), ROBERT TYLER, GEORGE GARRISON,
LAFAYETTE "CAP" NELSON, AND ALL OF YoOU WONDERFUL,
INSPIRING MAD DADS, MAD MOMS, anp MAD KIDS. I'm GLAD

I'M HERE TODAY TO MEET YOU AND TO VISIT YOUR NEW
HEADQUARTERS.

-2 .

I'LL CARRY WITH ME BACK TO WASHINGTON THE STORY OF
THIS EXTRAORDINARY WAR FOR DECENCY WAGED IN THIS
PARKING LOT, //ON THIS STREET, // AND ACROSS THE
STREETS OF YOUR COMMUNITY. YOU TRULY ARE A POINT OF
LIGHT -- A BEACON FOR OTHERS TO TURN TO IN THE GRIM,
LONELY DARKNESS OF THEIR DESPAIR. |

Your REv. TYLER SAID THAT DRUGS AND GANGS AND
EMPTINESS USED TO BE A "CANCER FESTERING IN THE HEART
OF NORTH OMAHA".
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WELL, YOU HAVE DONE RADICAL SURGERY ON THAT CANCER.
YOU'VE RIPPED IT OUT AND REPLACED IT WITH THE HEALING
BALM OF LOVE. //

AND I WILL ALSO TAKE BACK TO WASHINGTON WITH ME THE
LESSON OF HOW YOUR REVOLUTION BEGAN -- HOW YOU
TRANSFORMED TRAGEDY INTO HOPE. I WILL TELL OTHERS OF
LAST MAY, WHEN YOUR OWN SEAN FOSTER -- A COLLEGE
STUDENT WITH NO TIES TO GANGS OR DRUGS -- WAS BEATEN
VICIOUSLY BY MEMBERS OF A GANG.

-4 -
OF HOW HIS FATHER JOHN TOOK ONE LOOK AT HIS BLOODIED
SON AND SOMETHING INSIDE HIM EXPLODED.

HE TOOK TO THE STREETS TO TRY TO FIND HIS SON'S
ATTACKERS. HE NEVER DID. BUT WHAT HE DID FIND SERVES.
HIS COMMUNITY -- AND ALL OF US -- MUCH BETTER.

HE FOUND THAT THE STREETS BELONGED NOT TO FAMILIES,
BUT TO THE GANGS. NOT TO HOPE, BUT TO DRUG DEALERS.
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NOT TO A BRIGHT FUTURE, BUT TO A BRUTAL CYCLE OF
VIOLENCE AND CRIME. AND JOHN FOSTER FOUND THE VoOICE
WITHIN HIM TO SHOUT: "THIS MADNESS MUST sTop."//
SO THIS ANGRY FATHER AND HIS FRIENDS FORMED MAD
DADS. IN THE LAST YEAR, ALONG WITH MORE THAN 550
OTHERS WHO HAVE JOINED THEM, THEY HAVE BECOME THE

DOMINANT PRESENCE ON THEIR PREVIOUSLY DEVASTATED
STREETS.

-6 -
THEY ARE FATHER FIGURES WHO TAKE A HARD LINE AGAINST
THE DRUGS AND GANGS WHICH ARE THE PREDATORS; BUT SPEAK
SOFTLY TO THE KIDS WHO ARE THE VICTIMS.

Your MAD DADS’ LOGO BEHIND ME TELLS YOUR STORY.

THE OUTSTRETCHED, CARING HAND OF THE LOVING FATHER WHO
EMBRACES POSITIVE CHANGE. AND THE FIST OF
DETERMINATION OF THE STRONG FATHER WHO RESOLVES TO BE
THE FORCE BEHIND THAT CHANGE.
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AND THESE GOOD, STRONG MEN, WHO TALK WITH PAIN IN
THEIR HEARTS ABOUT PAIN ON THE STREETS, TAKE ACTION.
THEY PAINT OVER GANG GRAFFITI TO PROCLAIM THAT THEY'RE
RECLAIMING THE CITY. NIGHTLY, THEY PATROL THE KILLING
GROUNDS OF THEIR STREETS: GOING OUT, AS ONE SAID, WITH
NOTHING BUT "A RADIO, A CONVERSATION AND A PRAYER, "
THEY SPEAK TO SCHOOLS; PROVIDE PROTECTION FROM GANG
THREATS; SPONSOR EVENTS; COUNSEL AND CARE. THEY ARE
FATHERS TO A NEIGHBORHOOD IN DESPERATE NEED OF FAMILY.

-8 -

IN THE SHIFTING SHADOWS OF MIDNIGHT STREET CORNERS,
THEY REACH OUT TO THE LOST SONS OF OTHER MEN.

BUT, MOST IMPORTANTLY, THEY'RE SIMPLY THERE. AND
THEY CARE. THEY ARE VOICES CRYING INTO THE DARK --
"SEE US AND FEAR, SEE US AND BELIEVE, SEE US AND

HoPE." //
THE HANDFUL OF DETERMINED NEIGHBORS WHO FORMED MAD

DADS WERE THOSE VOICES. THEY SHOUTED OUT AGAINST THE
MEANINGLESS VIOLENCE THEY SAW LEADING TODAY'S YOUNG MEN
AND WOMEN INTO SELF-DESTRUCTION.
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ONE BY ONE, OTHERS JOINED THEM IN THEIR CRY OF PROTEST.
Now THEIR WORLD IS FILLED WITH.A LION'S ROAR --
SUPREMELY STRONG, FIERCELY PROUD, CHALLENGING AND
REDEEMING.

WE ARE TODAY WITNESSING THE WONDER OF A REBIRTH.
IT IS MORE THAN A REBIRTH OF COMMUNITY. IT IS A
REBIRTH OF HOPE, OF RESPECT FOR LIFE, AND OF THE
FUTURE.

| - 10 -

AND so MAD DADS, FOR THE INSPIRATION AND THE
EXAMPLE YOU SET, I AM PROUD TO HAVE HONORED YOU AS OUR
NATION'S 126TH DAILY POINT oF LigHT. //

IF EVERY COMMUNITY couLp BAND TOGETHER AS YOU HAVE,
WE COULD see THE MAD DADS’ SPIRIT oF CARING SPREAD --

STREET BY STREET, NEIGHBORHOOD BY NEIGHBORHOOD, CITY BY
CITY.
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CRIME, DRUGS, AND HOPELESSNESS CAN BE -~ AND WILL BE --
BANISHED FROM THE SHADOWS OF OUR GREAT LAND WHEN EACH
INDIVIDUAL CARES ENOUGH TO ADD HIS VOICE TO THE GROWING
CHORUS OF OUTRAGE. //
THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO IN THE NAME OF LOVE. Gob
BLESS YOU AND YOUR CHILDREN, AND GOD BLESS THE FUTURE

OF OUR GREAT NATION.
# # #
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Men Against Destruction » Defending Against Drugs and Social-disorder

H.A.D. DADS INC.

CODE OF CONDUCT
THE CONDUCT AND MORAL OF M.A.D. DADS MUST BE BEYOND REPROACH.
THE NATURE OF OUR UNDERTAKING DEMANDS THAT WE MAINTAIN A HIGH
LEVEL CODE OF MORAL CONDUCT. M.A.D. DADS MUST BE GOOD ROLE
MODELS., WE CANNOT BE "LAW BREAKERS" IF WE ARE TO BE VIEWED
AS "LAW-ABIDING" CITIZENS.

H.A.D. DADS INC. IS A VOLUNTEER 6ROUP, NONETHELESS, WE HAVE A
GREAT RESPONSIBILITY TO MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY, ESPECIALLY
OUR YOUNG PEOPLE. THEREFORE, WE MUST NOT ALLOW OURSELVES TO
BE GOVERNED BY CULTURAL INSTINCTS. WE MUST LEARN TO DEVIATE
FROM THE "NORM® FOR THE SAKE OF OUR YOUTH. THIS CALLS FOR A
SPIRIT OF SACRIFICE AND SELF-DENIAL. IF YOU CANNOT LIVE UP
T0 THESE IDEALS, THE M.A.D DADS IS NOT FOR YOU.

WE ARE AWARE THAT DUE TO THE NATURE OF OUR RECRUITMENT
POLICIES, WE WILL, FROM TIME-TO-TIME, DRAW "PROBLEM PEOPLE".
WE ARE WILLING TO WORK WITH THOSE WHO ADMITTEDLY HAVE A
PROBLEN. HOWEVER, UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WILL WE TOLERATE
ANY °UNDESIRABLE® ACTIVITY. PROGRAMS (IN HOUSE) WILL BE
ESTABLISHED TO AIDE THOSE NEEDING HELP.

IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT M.A.D. DADS INC. IS A GOD-FEARING

ORGANIZATION AND AS SUCH, SETS FORTH THE FOLLOWING:
AS GOD IS OUR HELP WE WILL YIELD TO NO EVIL, FOR WE
BELIEVE THAT "GREATER IS5 HE THAT IS IN US, THAN HE THAT IS
IN THE WORLD®. WE FURTHER BELIEVE THAT WE MUST LET OUR
LIGHT 50 SHINE BEFORE MEN THAT THEY MAY SEE OUR 600D WORKS
AND GLORIFY OUR FATHER., WE WILL ENCOURAGE ALL WHO BECOME
H.A.D DADS TO EMBRACE THIS IDEDLOGY.

BEHAVIOR
M.A.D DADS ARE TO BE COURTEOUS TD EVERYONE, EVEN "GANG
MEMBERS®. (OUR MANNERS HUST OVERSHADOW THOSE OF THE PEOPLE
WITH WHICH WE COME IN CONTACT. PEOPLE SHOULD NOTICE A
DIFFERENCE IN OR ABOUT YOU. THIS IS TO YOUR ADVANTAGE TO
HAINTAIN A COOL POSTURE OR LEVEL-HEADEDNESS IN ALL
SITUATIONS. A "HOTHEAD® IS AT RISK; HE OR SHE 1S AT A
DISTINCT DISADVANTAGE IN EVERY PHASE OF ENCOUNTER; HE CANNODT
OUT-THINK, NOR OUT-MANEUVER A PERSON IN CONTROL OF
THEMSELVES.

SELF DEFENSE
WE MUST EXERCISE RESTRAINT TO ITS VERY LIMIT. THIS WILL
JUSTIFY YOU, SHOULD YOU HAVE TO DEFEND YOURSELF. REST
ASSURED YOU WILL GAIN MORE VICTORIES BY REFUSING TO BE DRAWN
INTO CONFRONTATION BY "HOTHEADS®, THAN BY ACCEPTING FOOLISH
CHALLENGES. WE MUST SET THE TONE. THE GAME MUST BE PLAYED
BY OUR RULES. MEN DO NOT HAVE TO PROVE THEMSELVES TO BOYS.
SHOULD YOU HAVE TO DEFEND YOURSELF, DO IT WITHOUT HESITATION
AND TO THE FULLNESS OF YOUR ABILITY. BE MINDFUL OF YOUR
OPPONENTS WILLINGNESS TO USE WEAPONS!






