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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS : ARRIVAL STATMENT FOR OFFICIAL VISIT OF
PRESIDENT PEREZ OF VENEZUELA
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THE SOUTH LAWN
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perez, President of Venezuela. //

President Pere
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And I am especially pleased that we welcome him today. -
z has come here from Managua -- just hours after‘Q@Wﬁﬁi;r
inauguration of violeta Chamorro as the new ‘j}3¢(2¥
president of Nicaragua == // democratic Nicaragua. A great day
for democracy -—- and a great advance for the cause of freedom in
president Perez, On the morning after Nicaragua's recent h
elections, I called you to discuss the stunning victory the thﬁﬁﬁv

Nicaraguan people had won at the pballot box.

c
v\\\
I called to confer 1 M

ng . with you because 1 knew how long and hard you worked to bring
W§} Q§§ democracy to Nicaragua.
§$§€V FFomrthe final days of the Somoza regime -- toO your efforts
aéi&kgé;££;igaat~in“the Contadora Group -- and now to the moment

of freedom’s triumph, your deep personal commitment toO the

advance of democracy has never wavered.
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Today, another nation has joined freedom’s ranks. For the
people of all the Americas this is a time to celebrate. More
than that -- it is a time to dedicate ourselves to the day,
perhaps not so distant, when all the people of this hemisphere
live in freedom. //

Mr. President, in just a few moments, we will move inside to
the Oval Office and begin our consultations. But before we do,

let me say a few words about the new course your nation has

k;?aéén -- about the changes your nation is making in its economic

\
orientation. And \about Venezuela’s version of what I hear you

call Perez-troika. //

/
/

In the past year, we’'ve seen the thirst for freedom
transform the world. With that unquenchable desire for political
freedom has come a realization that freedom is also the key to
economic development.

From Moscow to Managua, we’ve witnessed a shift -- from the
teachings of Marx to the lessons of the free market. // That
shift parallels the one you’ve begun in Venezuela -- by stripping
away the layers of state control that stifled development, in
favor of free market principles that -- experience proves --
provide fertile ground for growth.

I know this transition -- with its difficult short-term
effects -- has meant hardship for the people of Venezuela. But
it is the kind of new beginning that will lay the foundations for
future growth. //l It is not an easy path -- but it is the only

path to prosperity and better lives for all Venezuelans.



3
That’s why I'm pleased to see that Venezuela and its main

creditors have reached agreement on a plan for dealing with the

debt burden -- a plan that opens the way for opportunity and
growth. With this agreement, Venezuela can take the next step
forward -- toward economic vitality, and growing prosperity foil
all its people. And that, Mr. President, is not only a tez}iﬁ;ﬂff,y
to to Venezuelan energy and enterprise -- but to your vision and
courage. //

On behalf of all Americans, Mr. President, it is my great
pleasure to meet with you here at the White House. // Once
again, welcome -- and may God bless the Republic of Venezuela.

# # #



/\ ‘
/ McGroarty/Dooley

L4 - ke 3500 an '

[VENEZ.TST]
f
VL 1yl <i;6L(’ éz//f)z&z%"

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TOAST AT THE STATE DINNER IN HONOR OF
PRESIDENT PEREZ
THE WHITE HOUSE
APRIL 26, 1989
7:30 PM
Mr. President. Distinguished guests. Friends of Venezuela:
Barbara and I are delighted to share this evening together. //
It’s always a pleasure to host a visiting head of state, but the

pleasure is even greater when there are personal ties involved.

And Mr. President, that’s true in the case of Venezuela. // My

son Jeb -- who s here with us tonight -- lived and worked in your
7 /ﬁu13:7
country frle and classmate of many years ago, Alberto

' Vollmer‘of Venezuela, is also here tonight.

And of course, Barba and I had the opportunity to visit

iyour country( and meet with you, while I was Vice President, back

in 1981 -- and we @ efully accept your invitation to return to_.

Venezuela later this year. V qf?&

The key to the good relations we enjoy is that our two
nations share a common love of freedom. We agree that no system
is better than democracy at securing the peace and prosperity all
nations seek. That no system is better suited to respect basic
human rights -- or provides a better home to human aspirations.
Those shared values form the basis of our friendship. Even our
occasional disagreements take place within the broad bounds of

democracy, in an atmosphere of mutual respect. ///



Mr. President, you are one of Latin America’s great

statesmen -- and I hope you won’t mind that I share with our

guests tonight conclusive proof of your stature -- proof provided kréj%’
L

J! s

by Venezuela's Constitution. According to its provisions, no |
il
president can serve a second term == not, that is, without first’

waiting 10 vyears.

[[ Now, pefore I go any further let me say -~ with all due
respect to the Constitution of Venezuela -- this is one of those
areas where there is room for democracies to differ. // The

U.S. Constitution suits me just fine. // 1]

o

Y,

carlos Andres Perez first became President in 1973; his QJdi“UL
five-year term ended in 1978. 10 years later -- at the earliest\
possible opportunity --= the voters of Venezuela made this man the
first President elected to a second term. /[ Mr. President, not
only is it a testament to your patience -- but to your
countrymen’s deep regard for you and your leadership. //

Your ‘life-long service to your nation has been a source of
faith: Faith that Venezuela will move forward under your
guidance -- faith that democracy will move forward in Latin
America, with venezuela in the vanguard. //

Tonight, Mr. President, I offer this toast:

To the shared ideals that unite our nations;

To lasting friendship between the people of the United
Sstates and the people of Venezuela;

And to the future of freedom and democracy across all the

Americas.
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WELCOME, ALL OF You. // IT IS MY GREAT HONOR TO
WELCOME THE LEADER OF ONE OF SOUTH AMERICA’'S OLDEST
DEMOCRACIES -- AND ONE OF LATIN AMERICA'S MOST

. RESPECTED STATESMEN -- CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ, PRESIDENT
“OF VENEZUELA. //

AND I AM ESPECIALLY PLEASED THAT WE WELCOME HIM

TODAY.

-2 -

PRESIDENT PEREZ HAS COME HERE FROM MANAGUA -- JUST
HOURS AFTER ATTENDING THE INAUGURATION OF VIOLETA
CHAMORRO AS THE NEW PRESIDENT OF NICARAGUA -- //
DEMOCRATIC NICARAGUA. A GREAT DAY FOR DEMOCRACY -- AND

A GREAT ADVANCE FOR THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM IN OUR
HEMISPHERE.



-3 -

PRESIDENT PEREZ, ON THE MORNING AFTER NICARAGUA'S
RECENT ELECTIONS, I CALLED YOU TO DISCUSS THE STUNNING
VICTORY THE NICARAGUAN PEOPLE HAD WON AT THE BALLOT
BOX. I CALLED TO CONFER WITH YOU BECAUSE I KNEW HOW
LONG AND HARD YOU WORKED TO BRING DEMOCRACY TO
NICARAGUA.

-4 -

FROM THE FINAL DAYS OF THE SOMOZA REGIME -- TO YOUR
EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF THE CONTADORA GROUP -- AND NOW TO
THE MOMENT OF FREEDOM'S TRIUMPH, YOUR DEEP PERSONAL
COMMITMENT TO THE ADVANCE OF DEMOCRACY HAS NEVER
WAVERED.

TODAY, ANOTHER NATION HAS JOINED FREEDOM'S RANKS.

FOR THE PEOPLE OF ALL THE AMERICAS THIS IS A TIME TO
CELEBRATE.




-5 -
MORE THAN THAT -- IT IS A TIME TO DEDICATE OURSELVES TO
THE DAY, PERHAPS NOT SO DISTANT, WHEN ALL THE PEOPLE OF
THIS HEMISPHERE LIVE IN FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY. //

MR. PRESIDENT, IN JUST A FEW MOMENTS, WE WILL MOVE
INSIDE TO THE OVAL OFFICE AND BEGIN OUR CONSULTATIONS.
BuT BEFORE WE DO, LET ME SAY A FEW WORDS ABOUT THE NEW
COURSE YOUR NATION HAS CHOSEN -- ABOUT THE CHANGES YOUR
NATION IS MAKING IN ITS ECONOMIC ORIENTATION.

-6 -
AND ABOUT VENEZUELA'S VERSION OF WHAT I HAVE HEARD
DESCRIBED AS PEREZ-TROIKA. //

IN THE PAST YEAR, WE'VE SEEN THE THIRST FOR FREEDOM
TRANSFORM THE WORLD. WITH THAT UNQUENCHABLE DESIRE FOR
POLITICAL FREEDOM HAS COME A REALIZATION THAT FREEDOM
IS ALSO THE KEY TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.

FrRoM Moscow To MANAGUA, WE'VE WITNESSED A SHIFT --

FROM THE TEACHINGS OF MARX TO THE LESSONS OF THE FREE
MARKET. //



-7 -

THAT SHIFT PARALLELS THE ONE YOU'VE BEGUN IN
VENEZUELA -- BY STRIPPING AWAY THE LAYERS OF STATE
CONTROL THAT STIFLED DEVELOPMENT, IN FAVOR OF FREE
'MARKET PRINCIPLES THAT -- EXPERIENCE PROVES -- PROVIDE
FERTILE GROUND FOR GROWTH.

I KNOW THIS TRANSITION -- WITH ITS DIFFICULT SHORT-
TERM EFFECTS -- HAS MEANT SOME PAIN FOR THE PEOPLE OF
VENEZUELA. BUT IT IS THE KIND OF NEW BEGINNING THAT
WILL LAY THE FOUNDATIONS FOR FUTURE GROWTH. //

-8 -

IT IS NOT AN EASY PATH -- BUT WE ARE CONVINCED IT IS
THE ONLY PATH TO PROSPERITY AND BETTER LIVES FOR ALL
VENEZUELANS.

THAT'S WHY I'M PLEASED TO SEE THAT VENEZUELA AND
ITS MAIN CREDITORS HAVE REACHED AGREEMENT UNDER THE
BRADY PLAN FOR DEALING WITH THE DEBT BURDEN -- A PLAN
THAT OPENS THE WAY FOR OPPORTUNITY AND GROWTH. WITH
THIS AGREEMENT, VENEZUELA CAN TAKE THE NEXT STEP
FORWARD -- TOWARD ECONOMIC VITALITY, AND GROWING
PROSPERITY FOR ALL ITS PEOPLE.



-9 .
AND THAT, MR. PRESIDENT, IS NOT ONLY A TESTAMENT TO
VENEZUELAN ENERGY AND ENTERPRISE -- BUT TO YQUR VISION
AND COURAGE. //

ON BEHALF OF ALL AMERICANS, MR. PRESIDENT, IT IS MY
GREAT PLEASURE TO MEET WITH YOU HERE AT THE WHITE

House. // ONCE AGAIN, WELCOME -- AND MAY GOD BLESS
THE RepuBLIC OF VENEZUELA.

# # #




ENTERTAINMENT THANK YOU/OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT PEREZ
PETE FOUNTAIN -- APRIL 26, 1990

We’ve just heard one of the living legends of Dixieland --
an artist who grew up playing the great jazz houses on Bourbon

Street, and who’s played this house on Pennsylvania Avenue -- 5 ™
times now. On behalf of all our guests, Barbara and I want to
thank Pete Fountain -- and his talented band -- for sharing the

sounds of Bourbon Street with us tonight.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINAQTON
APRIL 20,1990
TO: SPEECHWRITE S
FM: CATHY FE%%%E, SOCIAL OFFICE
X7064 |
RE: BIOGHAPHIC INFORMATION ON

ENTERTAINER/APRIL 26 VENEZUELA
DINNER/THANK YOU REMARKS FOR
THE PRESIDENT

Attached is background information on
PETE FOUNTAIN, our entertainer for next
week's dinner. Please copy us with your
draft thank you for the President.

Thank.yoﬁ.

cc:ANNA PEREZ

/
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The year was 1939 and Peter Dewey LaFontaine, Jr. was nine years old - a skinny kid with bad ungs
who spent most of his time han ging around The Top Hat Dance Hall near his home on Broad Street. The
Top Hat was a stronghold for Dixieland jazz and Dixieland had & strong hold on Pete Fountain even theq.
{1e knew he wanted to be 2 musician - he thought he wanied to be a drummer,

The family doctor had something oise in mind. His prescription called for a musical instrument that
would strengthen those lungs - the clarinet. Pete's father was & natural musician and it was he who teught
Petc to play his first note.

Endlessly in troubie with his music teachers, Pete could not ot play Dixieiand, He will tell you Lud&‘y
thut Benny Goodman and Irving Fazols were really his ieachers. After endless hours of Ustenis g to their
recordings and practicing, the pensonal sound of Pete Fountain began to emerge - and 1 was fat.

By the tirae he was sixieen, he had aiready gained & reputation on The Streét - Bourbon Srreet. He played
with the Junior Dixie Band ia the famous Parigian Room - often performing for legendary jazzmen. It
was & heady time of life. And it was to lead to one of the great joys and Tagedies of his youth. A cali
from the Opera House Burlesque Theatre brought the news. Irving ¥azold's band was playing there and
the caller asked Dote if he would like to play - said he had heard Pete had a sound as good as Faz's. Peie
Tountain was not yetout of high school and he wes being asked oreplaco hisidolon the bandstand, irving
Fazola had died that day at tho ago of thirty-six.

A few years later Pete joined Phil Zeto's International Dixicland Express. They were playing EIMotroco
on The Street. 1. was there he met Beverly, She had decided very young to marry a musician, and Pete
had decided very young to be 2 musician.

Soon enough Pete was playing with one of the best knowa Dixi¢land bands on The Sireet - The Bagin
Street Six. Butit was not long after, that be-bop came in and the music tha Pete Founitain joved oould
not provide him or anybody else with a living. Dixieland, ia it's own birthpiace - New Urleans, was
definitely asleep. Peic went to Chicago for an extended gig with the Dukes of Dixieland - just to play
his kind of music. He spent most weekends flying back and forth to and from New Orleans. Finally,
he retumnod to New Orleans - this thine for good,

3rd Laval ¢ The New Otleans Hilton ¢ Poydeas Street and the Mississippi « New Orleans, La, 70140 + 504.523-4374

¢ #:812996%202 «301440 VIO0S + WdBS:9 | 06-02-% !

38N0H 3LIHM 3HL:A8 ADM



PAGE TWO

He gave up music. By then there were three chiidren o be considered - but no work, It was 1956 and
it was 2 bummer. He spent a year failing miserably at several miserable jobs. Pele went back (o music,
The sound was stli in him. All he needed was a bund, 2 bundstand and = place to play.

Lawrence Welk gave himali those. A one-nighttelevision guestappearance rurned into a two-year sty
Welk promised he would make Peta Fountain a househoid word - and he did. Trwas with Welk that Pete
pisyed Carnegie Hall for the first time. Naturally he chose a Beany Goodman tune, "China Boy" - i was
a greag night.

Peis was to learn irrevocably what every New Orleanian has w0 acoept &% a fact of fife. Youcan ieave
New Orieans, but it never leaves you. The smells, the sights, the sounds. Itcanaot be described, it cannol
b erased.

Dete Fountain came home. Again. This firee 1t would really be for good. And thistime, he cume home
to his own club - Peie Fountain's French Quarter Inn at Bourbon and St. Ann. The tiles are still setin
the sidewalk from those days. Butthe need fora largerpiace forced Petc tomove further down The Street
- to the 200 Block. He stayed there until 1977,

Pete wus looking for a new location and the new New Orieans Hilton was looking for Pete Fountain. Peid
and Baron Hilton started talking and Pete found a permanent home in the Hilton, This new MOVE Was
announced on The Tonight Show - and it surprised everyorne.

Whex the Hilton opened in August, 1977 - Pete Fountuin was these. He recreated his famous Bourbon
Street clubin the hotel, Capacity crowds every night, repested guesi appearances on nerwork television
{ncluding over (ifly performasces on Johnny Carson's “The Tonlgh: Show", and major now TOCOTGNGS
have propelied Pete Fountain into yet another successiul phase of his long caroer.

Ovet Pete's carser he has recorded over sighty albums, three of which have gone gold, "Pete Fountain's.
New Orleans”, "The Blues", and "Mr. New Orleans”. He has also received a gold record for his hit single
“Just A Closer Walk With Thee". The University of $anta Fe has bestowed an Honorury Dociorste
Degree in music to Pete for his tremendous music contributions.

Pete has had command performances for four Presidenis of the United States. Pete has perfonmed for
Pope Joha Pau! 1] atthe New Orleans Papal Mass with an attendance of over 400,000 persons. Popc Jonn
Pau! 11 was quoted a3 saying "I have always heard about the beautifis! rusic of New Orleans. Today |
have beea able to hear it and adnuice it personally.”

Pete spends most of his Lime &t his "retreat” in Bay St. Louis. And there is a lot there 1o keep him busy
- "the fishing is great”.

Pete has three children, four grandchildren, and a garage full of antique cars. The prized cas colleciion
includes 8 1936 4-doot Ford Covertibie, a 1934 Ford Phavton, a ] 934 Ford Roudsicr, and a 1957 350051
Mercedes,

£ #1812006%202 «301440 VIOOS v WdBG:9 : 06-02-% ! 38N0H 3JLIHM 3HL:A8 AOM
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TOAST AT THE STATE DINNER IN HONOR OF PRESIDENT PEREZ
THE WHITE HOUSE / APRIL 26, 1989 / 7:30 PM

MR. PRESIDENT. DISTINGUISHED GUESTS. FRIENDS OF
VENEZUELA: BARBARA AND I ARE DELIGHTED TO SHARE THIS
EVENING TOGETHER. // IT’'S ALWAYS A PLEASURE TO HOST A
VISITING HEAD OF STATE, BUT THE PLEASURE IS EVEN
GREATER WHEN THERE ARE PERSONAL TIES INVOLVED. AND MR.
PRESIDENT, THAT'S TRUE IN THE CASE OF VENEZUELA. //

-2 -

OUR OwWN JEB AND COLUMBA HERE WITH US TONIGHT -- LIVED
AND WORKED IN YOUR COUNTRY DURING YOUR FIRST TERM AS
PRESIDENT. THEY LOVED IT AND SO DO WE.

BARBARA AND I HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT YOUR
COUNTRY IN 1957 AND AGAIN WHILE I wAs VICE PRESIDENT,
BACK IN 1981 -- AND WE GRATEFULLY ACCEPT YOUR
INVITATION TO RETURN TO VENEZUELA LATER THIS YEAR.



e

-3 -
THE KEY TO THE GOOD RELATIONS WE ENJOY IS THAT OUR
TWO NATIONS SHARE A VISION OF A TOTALLY DEMOCRATIC
HEMISPHERE AND A COMMON LOVE OF FREEDOM. WE AGREE THAT
NO SYSTEM IS BETTER THAN DEMOCRACY AT SECURING THE
PEACE AND PROSPERITY ALL NATIONS SEEK. THAT NO SYSTEM.

- IS BETTER SUITED TO RESPECT BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS -- OR

PROVIDES A BETTER HOME TO HUMAN ASPIRATIONS. THOSE
SHARED VALUES FORM THE BASIS OF OUR FRIENDSHIP.

-4 -
EVEN OUR OCCASIONAL DISAGREEMENTS TAKE PLACE WITHIN THE
BROAD BOUNDS OF DEMOCRACY, IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF MUTUAL
RESPECT. ///

MR. PRESIDENT, YOU ARE ONE OF LATIN AMERICA'S GREAT
STATESMEN -- AND I HOPE YOU WON'T MIND THAT I SHARE
WITH OUR GUESTS TONIGHT CONCLUSIVE PROOF OF YOUR
STATURE -- PROOF PROVIDED BY VENEZUELA'S CONSTITUTION.



-5 -
ACCORDING TO ITS PROVISIONS, NO PRESIDENT CAN SERVE A

SECOND TERM -- NOT, THAT IS, WITHOUT FIRST WAITING 10

YEARS.
CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ FIRST BECAME PRESIDENT IN 1973; -

WIS FIVE-YEAR TERM ENDED IN 1978. 10 YEARS LATER -- AT
THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE OPPORTUNITY -- THE VOTERS OF
VENEZUELA MADE THIS MAN THE FIRST MAN IN MODERN TIMES
TO BE ELECTED TO A SECOND TERM. /

MR. PRESIDENT, THIS IS A TESTAMENT TO YOUR COUNTRYMEN'S
DEEP REGARD FOR YOU AND FOR YOUR LEADERSHIP. //

YOUR LIFE-LONG SERVICE TO YOUR NATION HAS BEEN A
SOURCE OF FAITH: FAITH THAT VENEZUELA WILL MOVE
FORWARD UNDER YOUR GUIDANCE -- FAITH THAT DEMOCRACY
WILL MOVE FORWARD IN LATIN AMERICA, WITH VENEZUELA IN
THE VANGUARD. //



-7 -
TONIGHT, MR. PRESIDENT, I OFFER THIS TOAST:
TO THE SHARED IDEALS THAT UNITE OUR NATIONS;
TO LASTING FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE PEOPLE OF THE
UNITED STATES AND THE PEOPLE OF VENEZUELA;
AND TO THE FUTURE OF FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY ACROSS
ALL THE AMERICAS.

-———
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THE STATE VISIT
' TO
WASHINGTON, D.C.
OF :

HIS EXCELLENCY
CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ
PRESIDENT
OF
THE REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA
AND
MRS. PEREZ

APRIL 25 TO 28, 1990

SUMMARY SCHEDULE

WEDNESDAY
APRIL 25

6:00 pm Mrs. Perez arrives
seperately, Andrews
Air Force Base,
Washington, D.C.

6:35 pm Mrs. Perez arrives
' Blair House via
motorcade.

10:00 pm- Greeted by Assistant Chief

10:10 pm .0f Protocol Black and Welcoming
Committee, Andrews Air Force
Base, Washington, D.C.*

* Mrs. Perez does not attend.
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SUMMARY SCHEDULE

WEDNESDAY
APRIL 25
(Continued)

10:40 pm Arrive Blair House via motorcade.

Overnight: Blair House.



SUMMARY SCHEDULE

THURSDAY
APRIL 26

10:00
10:25

10:30
10:45

10:45
11:30

12:00
12:30

am-—
am

am-—
am .

am-

am -

pm-

pm

Arrival Ceremony with The

President and Mrs. Bush,
South Lawn, The White House.

Meeting with The President,
Oval Office, The White House.*

10:30 am- Coffee offered by Mrs.

11:00 am Bush in honor of. Mrs.

: Perez, Green Room, The
White House.

Expanded Meeting with The
President, Cabinet Room,
The White House.*

Meeting with Secretary of State
Baker, Secretary's Office,
Department of State.*

12:30 pm- Luncheon offered by
2:00 pm Mrs. Baker in honor of
) Mrs. Perez, Thomas

Jefferson Room,
Department of State.

'* Mrs. Perez does not attend.



SUMMARY SCHEDULE

THURSDAY
APRII, 26
(Continued)

12:30 pm- Working Luncheon with Secretary
1:30 pm of State Baker, James Madison
: Room, Department of State.*

3:00 pm- Meetings with Senate Majority

3:45 pm Leader Mitchell and Senate
Minority Leader Dole, Room
S§-221, United States Capitol.*

4:15 pm- Meeting with Speaker Foley,
4:45 pm Room H-206, United States

Capitol.*
7:30 pm- Refreshhents with The President
7:45 pm and Mrs. Bush, Family Quarters,

The White House.

7:45 pm- Reception, State Dinner and

10:35 pm After-Dinner Entertainment, East
Room and State Dining Room, The
White House.

* Mrs. Perez does not attend.



SUMMARY SCHEDULE

FRIDAY
APRIL 27

9:00 am-
11:00 am

11:05 am-
11:15 am

12:00 pm-
_ 2:00 pm

Protocolary Session in honor of
President Perez, to be followed
by Address before Permanent
Council, Hall of the Americas,
Organization of American States.*

10:05 am- Mrs. Perez tours
11:00 am Rosemont Day Care
_Center.

11:20 am- Mrs. Perez tours
12:00 pm St. John's Child
Development Center.

Wreath-Laying Ceremony, Simon
Bolivar Monument.*

Luncheon with members of
International Banking Community,
Blair House.*

1:50 pm— Mrs. Perez tours
.3:30 pm Melwood Horticultural
Training Center.

* Mrs. Perez does not attend.



' SUMMARY SCHEDULE

FRIDAY
APRIL 27
(Continued)
3:00 pm- Dedication Ceremony, new
4:00 pm Venezuelan Embassy.*
4:15 pm- Press Conference, new Venezuelan

5:15 pm Embassy.*

7:00 pm- Reception offered by Ambassador

9:00 pm and Mrs. Consalvi in honor of
President and Mrs. Perez,
Venezuelan Ambassador's
Residence.

9:00 pm-  Private Meetiﬁg with Ambassador
10:30 pm Consalvi, Venezuelan T
: Ambassador's Residence.*

* Mrs. Perez does not attend.

Overnight: Blair House.

-10-



SUMMARY SCHEDULE

SATURDAY
APRIL, 28

8:40 am-
8:45 am

8:45 am-
8:55 am

9:00 am-

9:50 am

Farewell Ceremony with Chief
of Protocol Reed and Farewell
Committee, Washington Monument
Grounds, Reflecting Pool.

United States Presidential
Helicopters to Andrews Air Force
Base.

United States Presidential
Aircraft to La Guardia Airport,
New York, New York.

Resume private schedule upon
arrival.
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THE STATE VISIT
TO
WASHINGTON, D.C.
OF
HIS EXCELLENCY
CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ
PRESIDENT
OF
THE REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA
AND
MRS. PEREZ

APRIL 25 TO 28, 1990

DETAILED SCHEDULE

WEDNESDAY
. APRIL 25, 1990 : WASHINGTON, D.C.

6:00 pm Mrs. Perez arrives )
separately, Andrews Air
Force Base, Washington,
D.C., via Venezuelan
Special Aircraft from
Caracas, Venezuela.
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WEDNESDAY
APRIL 25, 1990 (Continued WASHINGTON, D.C.

6:05 pm Depart Andrews Air
Force Base via
motorcade en route
Blair House.

Motorcade Assignmenfs

Lead Car Usss

Spouse's Car Mrs., Perez

'Follow—up USSSs

Protocol Car Mf. Bumgardner

Car 3 Min. Rodriguez
Fandeo

Dr. Tinoco

~Car 4 TBD
‘car 5 TBD
6:35 pm Arrive Blair House,

1651 Pennsylvania
Avenue, N.W.

Greeted by:
Mrs. Benedicte Valentiner

General Manager
Blair House
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WEDNESDAY
APRIL 25,

1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

10:00 pm

His Excellency Carlos Andres Perez,
President of the Republic of
Venezuela, arrives Andrews Air Force
Base, Washington, D.C., via
Venezuelan Special Aircraft from
Managua, Nicaragua.

Mr. William F. Black
Assistant Chief of Protocol

and

His Excellency :

Simon Alberto Consalvi

Ambassador of Venezuela
to the United States

Mr. Black and Ambassador Consalvi
board the aircraft and escort
President Perez to the Welcoming
Committee. ’

(Open Press Coverage)

Welcoming Committee

Mrs. Consalvi

Brigadier General

Ralph R. Rohatsch, Jr.

Commander

Air Force District of Washington
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WEDNESDAY '
. APRIL 25, 1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

Welcoming Committee
(Continued) .

Mrs. Rohatsch

Mr. Michael M. Skol
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
for Inter-American Affairs

His Excellency

Edilberto Moreno

Ambassador of Venezuela
to the Organization of
American .States

Mrs. Moreno

Her Excellency

Nora Arnao Machado

Alternate Ambassador of
Venezuela to the Organlzatlon
‘of American States

Mr. Simon Faraco
Consul General

of Venezuela at Baltimore
Mrs. Faraco
Dr. Carlos Bivero:
Minister-Counselor
Embassy of Venezuela

Mrs. Bivero
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WEDNESDAY .
APRIL 25, 1990 (Continued WASHINGTON, D.C.

Welcoming Committee
(Continued)

Dr. William Larralde
Minister-Counselor
Embassy of Venezuela

Mrs. Larralde

"Major General

Miguel Ignacio Morales-Perez
Defense and Military Attache
Embassy of Venezuela

Brigadier General
Juan Carlos Zarate
‘Air Attache

Embassy of Venezuela

Rear Admiral
Salvador Paz Camacho
Naval Attache
Embassy of Venezuela

Mrs. Angela Peraza.
" Attache
Embassy of Venezuela

After greeting members of the
Welcoming Committee, Mr. Black and
Brigadier General Rohatsch escort
President Perez to his car.
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WEDNESDAY

APRIL 25

10:10 pm

1990 (Continued

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Depart Andrews Air Force Base via
Motorcade en route Blair House.

Motorcade Assignments

Lead Car

Spare Car

Pres.'s Car

Follow-up

Protocol Car

Car 3
Car 4

Car 5

Embassy Van

-17-

USSS

USSs
Mr. Black
Mr. Bumgardner

-Pres. Perez

Amb. Consalvi
UsSSSs

Amb. Silva
Ms. Morales

Dr. Armas
Dr. Lepage
Dr. Iturbe

Brig. Gen. Beltran
Lt. Col. Filatov

Miss Rosales

Mr. Rodriguez

TBD



»

WEDNESDAY ‘ .
APRIL 25, 1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

10:40 pm Arrive Blair House.
Greeted by:
Mrs. Benedicte Valentiner

General Manager
- Blair House

Overnight: Blair House.
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THURSDAY
APRIL 26, 1990

WASHINGTON, D.C.

‘Individuals with Southwest

Tickets arrive the
Southwest Gate of The White
House.

9:15 am

The following individuals
arrive The White House via
the Visitor's Entrance,
East Executive Avenue, to
be escorted to the Gold
Rope Area:

-19-




THURSDAY
APRIL 26

1990

Continued WASHINGTON, D.C.

Gold Rope Guests

Brig. Gen. Juan Carlos'Zarate
Mr. Simon Faraco

Mrs. Norma de Faraco

Mr. Alberto Vollmer

Mr. Orlando Garcia

- Rear Adm., Salvador Paz Camacho

. Mrs. Claudette de Veitia

Mr. Raimundo Guisandes

"Dr. William Larralde

Amb. Nora Arnao Machado
Mrs. Carolina Herrera

Mr. Gustavo Cisneros

Mr. Hans Neumann

Dr. Marcel Granier

Ms. Gabriela Febres Cordero

Dr. Enzo de Buffalo
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THURSDAY
APRIL 26, -1990 (Continued WASHINGTON, D.C.

Gold Rope Guests
(Continued)

Dr. Pedro Berroeta
Maestro Carlos Cruz Diez

Mr. Antonio Bianchi

9:30 am The Gold Rope Guests are
escorted to the Gold Rope
Area on the South Lawn of
The White House.
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THURSDAY - :
APRIL 26, 1990 (Continued WASHINGTON, D.C.

Welcoming Committee

9:40 am The following members of
the Welcoming Committee
arrive -the West Lobby of
The White House and are
escorted to their assigned
places on the South Lawn:

The Secretary of State

Mrs. Baker

Representative of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff
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THURSDAY
APRIL 26, -1990 (Continued WASHINGTON, D.C.

Welcoming Committee
(Continued)

9:45 am The following members of
the Welcoming Committee
are escorted to their
places on the South
Lawn: '

The Honorable

John Sununu

Chief of Staff and
‘Assistant to the President

General Brent Scowcroft
Assistant to the President
for National Security

Affairs ’

The Honorable

William Kristol

Chief of Staff and Assistant
to the Vice President
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THURSDAY A
APRIL 26, -1990 (Continued WASHINGTON, D.C.

Welcoming Committee
(Continued)

9:30 am The following members
of the Welcoming Committee
arrive The White House
via the Visitor's Entrance,
East Executive Avenue,
and are escorted to their
assigned places on the
South Lawn:

Mrs. Maria Eugenia Consalvi
Wife of the Venezuelan Ambassador
to the United States

His Excellency
Jose Luis Fernandes Lopes
Ambassador of Cape Verde

to the United States

and Dean of the Diplomatic Corps

His Excellency
Edilberto Moreno
Ambassador of Venezuela to the
: Organization of American States

Mrs. Marfa Perez de Hernandez
Daughter of the President

Mr. Antonio Hernandez
Son-in-Law of the President
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THURSDAY ( '
APRIL 26, "1990 (Continued WASHINGTON, D.C.

Welcoming Committee
(Continued)

Dr. Carlos Bivero
Minister-Counselor
Embassy of Venezuela

Major General

Miguel Ignacio Morales-Perez
Defense and Military Attache
Embassy of Venezuela
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THURSDAY

APRII, 26, -1990 (Continued WASHINGTON, D.C.

Official Venezuelan Delegation
(For Toe Markers on Lawn)

President Perez

Mrs.

Perez

Foreign Minister Fiqueredo Planchart
Ambassador Consalvi

Minister Armas

Minister Rodriguez Fandeo

Dr.
Dr.
Dr.
Dr.
Dr.
Dr.
Dr.
Dr.

Lepage
Iturbe
Celli
Tinoco
Perez
Stelling
Rodriguez
Rangel
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THURSDAY
APRIL 26, -1990 (Continued WASHINGTON, D.C.

9:40 am The following members of the
Official Venezuelan
Delegation depart Blair House
en route the Diplomatic
Entrance of The White House
via the Southwest Gate:

Car Assignments

Car 3 FM Figueredo Planchart
Amb. Consalvi

Mrs. Consalvi

car 4 TBD

Car 5 TBD

9:43 am Arrive the Diplomatic
Entrance of The White House
and proceed to assigned
places on the South Lawn.
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THURSDAY '
APRIL 26, 1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

9:55 am President and Mrs. Perez depart
Blair House via motorcade en route
the Diplomatic Entrance of The
White House via the Southwest Gate.

~

Motorcade Assignments

Lead Car UsSsSSs
Spare Car USSS
Mr. Black

Mr. Bumgardner

Pres.'s Car Pres. Perez
Mrs. Perez

Follow-up Usss
Protocol Car Amb. Silva

Mrs. Morales

9:55 am The Pfesident and Mrs. Bush arrive
the Diplomatic Reception Room.

9:59 am The President and Mrs. Bush take
positions on the White House side
of the drive.
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THURSDAY

APRIL 26, 1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

10:00 am

The motorcade carrying President
and Mrs. Perez enters The White
House grounds and proceeds. to the
Diplomatic Entrance.

President and Mrs. Perez are
introduced to The President and
Mrs. Bush by Ambassador Reed.

(Photo Opportunity)

The President introduces the
following persons to President and
Mrs. Perez:

The Secretary of State
Mrs. Baker

The President escorts President
Perez onto the reviewing platform.
Mrs. Bush escorts Mrs. Perez to the
right of the platform in front of
the Official Venezuelan Delegation.
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THURSDAY
APRIL 26, 1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

Present Arms.
Ruffles and Flourishes.

National Anthem of the
Republic of Venezuela.

National Anthem of the
United States.

21-Gun Salute.
 Order Arms.
Inspection.
Troop in Review.
The Army Fife and Drum Corés
passes in front of the
platform.
Present Arms.
Order Arms.
The Commander of Troops

concludes the Honors at this
time.

President Bdsh and President Perez
move to the microphone and face the
press.
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THURSDAY
APRIL 26, 1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

Remarks by President Bush.
Response by President Perez.

President Bush and President Perez
face the troops and the Commander
of Troops indicates that the
Ceremony is concluded.

10:20 am The President and Mrs. Bush escort
President and Mrs. Perez to the
Diplomatic Entrance and upstairs to
the State Floor.

They proceed to the Cross Hall
where a receiving line is formed in
the following order:

Ambassador Reed
(to introduce)

The President
President Perez
Mrs. Bush

Mrs. Perez

Members of the Official Venezuelan
Delegation and the Welcoming
Committee proceed via the Southwest
Staircase into The White House, are
escorted into the Red Room, and are
presented to the receiving line in
the Cross Hall.
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THURSDAY

APRIL 26, 1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

10:25 am

Members of the Official Venezuelan
Delegation and the Welcoming
Committee are escorted into the
Blue Room where refreshments are

served.

President Bush escorts President
Perez to the Oval Office.

(Photo Opportunity)

10:40 am

Members of the Welcoming
Committee from the
Venezuelan Embassy are
escorted to the Visitor's
Entrance.

10:40 am-

110:45 am

Members of the Official
Venezuelan Delegation not
participating in the
Meeting in the Cabinet
Room depart the North
Portico via the Northwest
Gate en route Blair House.

Arrive Blair House.
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THURSDAY

APRIL 26, 1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

10:30 am-

10:45 am

Meeting with The President in

the Oval

Office.

Venezuelan Particigahts

President Perez
Dr. Rangel - Notetaker

Miss

Rosales - Interpreter

1

10:30 am Mrs. Bush escorts Mrs.
10:30 am

11:00 am

".Perez to the Green Room.

White House Social
Officers escort remaining
Coffee participants to
the Green Room.

10:35 am- Coffee offered by Mrs.

Bush in honor of Mrs.
Perez in the Green Room
of The White House.

At the conclusion of the
Coffee, Mrs. Bush escorts
Mrs. Perez to the North
Portico.
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THURSDAY
APRIL 26, 1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

11:05 am Depart The White House
via motorcade en route
Blair House.

Motorcade Assignments

Lead Car Usss

Spouse's Car Mrs. Perez
Mrs. Consalvi
--Mr. Daly

Follow-up USss

Embassy Car 6 TBD

11:10 am Arrive Blair House.
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THURSDAY
APRIL 26, 1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

10:45 am- Expanded Meeting with The President
11:30 am in the Cabinet Room.

Venezuelan Participants

President Perez

Foreign Minister Figueredo Planchart
Ambassador Consalvi

Minister Armas

Minister Rodriguez Fandeo

Dr. Tinoco

Dr. Rodriguez

Dr. Rangel - Notetaker

Miss Rosales - Interpreter

At the conclusion of the Meeting,
President Bush escorts President Perez
to his car. :

11:35 am Depart The White House via motorcade en
route Blair House.
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THURSDAY
APRIL 26, 1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

Motorcade Assignments

Lead Car Usss
Spare Car UsSSSs
Mr. Black

Mr. Bumgardner

Pres.'s Car Pres. Perez
Amb. Consalvi

Follow-up USSS

Protocol Car Amb, Silva
Mrs. Morales

Car 3 TBD

Car 4 TBD

Car 5 TBD

11:40 am Arrive Blair House.
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THURSDAY
APRIL 26

1990 (Continued WASHINGTON, D.C.

.112:20 pm Mrs. Perez departs Blair
House via motorcade en route
Department of State.

Motorcade Assignments

Lead Car USSss

Spouse's Car Mrs. Perez
Mrs. Consalvi
Mrs. Soto
--Mr. Daly

Follow-up UsSss

Embassy Car 6 Mrs. Moreno
Mrs. Perez
de Hernandez
Mrs. Veitia
Maj. Padrio

Embassy Car 7 Mrs. Colmanares
Mrs. Madrid
Mrs. Silva
Mrs. Peraza

12:25 pm Arrive the Diplomatic
Entrance of Department of
State.

Greeted by:

Mrs. James A. Baker, III
12:30 pm- Luncheon offered by

2:00 pm Mrs. Baker in honor of Mrs.

Perez, Thomas Jefferson
Room, Department of State.
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THURSDAY
APRIL 26, 1990 (Continued)

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Motorcade:

2:05 pm Depart Department of
State via motorcade en
route Blair House.

As on arrival.

2:10 pm Arrive Blair House.

11:50 am Depart Blair House via motorcade
en route Department of State.

Motorcade Assignments

Lead Car

Spare Car

Pres.'s Car

Follow-up

Protocol Car

Car 3
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USSSs

USSS

Mr. Black

Mr. Bumgardner

Pres. Perez
Amb. Consalvi

USSS

Amb. Silva
Mrs. Morales

TBD




THURSDAY

APRIL 26, -1990 (Continued WASHINGTON, D.C.
Car 4 TBD
Car 5 TBD

11:55 am Arrive the Diplomatic Entrance of
Department of State.

Greeted by:

The Honorable
James A. Baker, III
The Secretary of State

The Honorable
Joseph Verner Reed
The Chief of Protocol

(Photo Opportunity)

Secretary Baker and Ambassador
Reed escort President Perez via
reserved elevator to the Seventh
Floor. ‘

12:00 pm- Meeting with Secretary Baker,
12:30 pm Secretary's Office, Department of
. State.
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THURSDAY
APRIL 26, 1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

12:30 pm- Working Luncheon with Secretary
1:30 pm Baker, James Madison Room, Department of
State.

Venezuelan Participants

President Perez

Foreign Minister Flgueredo Planchart
Ambassador Consalvi

Minister Armas

Minister Rodrigquez Fandeo

Dr. Rodriguez

Dr. Celli
Dr. Tinoco
Dr. Lepage

Dr. Iturbe
Miss Rosales - Interpreter

At the conclusion of the Working
Luncheon, Secretary Baker escorts
President Perez to the Diplomatic
Entrance. :

(Open Press Cove;age)

1:35 pm Depart Department of State via motorcade
en route Blair House.
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THURSDAY .
APRIL 26, 1990 (Continued WASHINGTON, D.C.

Motorcade: As on arrival.
1:40 pm Arrive Blair House.

2:45 pm Depart Blair House via motorcade en
route the United States Capitol.

Motorcade Assignments

Lead Car USsSssS

Spare Car USSS
Mr. Bumgardner

Pres.'s Car Pres. Perez
Amb. Consalvi

Follow-up UsSss

Protocol Car Amb. Silva
Mrs. Morales

Car 3 . TBD
Car 4 TBD

- Car 5 TBD

2:55 pm Arr1ve the Senate Carriage Entrance,
United States Capitol.

Greeted by:
The Honorable
Henry K. Giugni

Sergeant at Arms
United States Senate
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THURSDAY
APRIL 26

3:00 pm-
3:45 pm

3:50 pm

4:15 pm-
4:45 pm

4:50 pm

5:00 pm

1990 (Continued WASHINGTON, D.C.

Meeting with The Honorable

George J. Mitchell, Senate Majority Leader,
and The Honorable Robert Dole, Senate
Minority Leader, Room S-221, United States
Capitol.

Proceed to the Rotunda, United States
Capitol.

Greeted by:
The Honorable
Jack Russ

Sergeant at Arms
United States House of. Representatives

Meeting with The Honorable Thomas H.
Foley, Speaker of the House of
Representatives, Room H-206, United States
Capitol.: :

Depart the United States Capitol via
motorcade en route Blair House.

Motorcade: As on arrival.

Arrive Blair House.
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THURSDAY

APRIL 26, -1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

Venezuelan Guests for the State Dinner
at The White House

His Excellency
Carlos Andres Perez :
President of the Republic of Venezuela

Mrs. Perez

His Excellency
Dr. Reinaldo Figqueredo Planchart
Minister of Foreign Affairs

His Excellency :
Dr. Simon Alberto Consalvi
Ambassador of Venezuela

to the United States

Mrs. Consalvi

His Excellency
Dr. Celestino Armas
Minister of Energy and Mines

His Excellency
Dr. Miquel Rodriguez Fandeo
Minister of Coordination and Planning

His Excellency

Dr. Pedro Tinoco, Jr.
President of the Central Bank
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THURSDAY - 7
APRIL 26, 1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

Venezuelan Guests for the State Dinner at
The White House

(Continued)

Dr. Sonia Perez
Daughter of the President

His Excellency

Dr. Octavio Lepage

Chairman, Foreign Policy Committee
of the Senate

"His Excellency

Dr. Jose Rodriguez Iturbe

Chairman, Foreign Policy Committee
of the Chamber of Deputies

His Excellency
Dr. Marco Tulio Bruni Celli
Member of the Chamber of Deputies

Dr. Jose Alvarez Stelling
President, Venezuelan Bankers Association

His Excellency

Dr. Julio Sosa Rodrlguez

Former Ambassador of Venezuela
‘to the United States
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THURSDAY
APRIL 26, -1990 (Continued)- WASHINGTON, D.C.

7:10 pm The following members of
the Official Venezuelan
Delegation depart Blair
House en route the
Diplomatic Entrance of The
White House via the
Southwest Gate.

Car Assignments

Car 4 TBD

car 5 TBD

7:15 pm Arrive the Diplomatic
Entrance.of The White
House and proceed directly
to the East Room.
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. THURSDAY : _
APRIL 26, 1990 (Continued WASHINGTON, D.C.

7:28 pm Depart Blair House via motorcade en route
' the North Portico of The White House via
the Northwest Gate.

Motorcade Assignments

Lead Car Usss
. Spare Car usss
Mr. Black

Mr. Bumgardner

Pres.'s Car Pres. Perez
: Mrs. Perez

Follow-up Usss

Protocol Car Amb. Silva
Mrs. Morales

Car 3 " FM Figueredo Planchart

Amb. Consalvi
Mrs. Consalvi

7:30 pm Arr1ve the North Portico of The White -
House. '

Greeted by:
The'President

Mrs. ﬁush

(Photo Opp0rtuni£y)
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THURSDAY _ _
APRIL 26, -1990 (Continued) . WASHINGTON, D.C.

The President and Mrs. Bush escort
President and Mrs. Perez to the
Yellow Oval Room of the Family
Quarters for refreshments.

7:45 pm The Officer in Charge requests
permission to secure the Colors.
The President grants approval.
The Color Team secures the Colors
and proceeds out of the Yellow
Oval Room and down the Grand
Staircase, led by the Officer in
Charge. '

At the foot of the staircase, the
Color Team divides.

7:47 pm The four principals arrive the
State Floor via the Grand
Staircase, pause at the foot of
the stairs for a press photo
session, and proceed directly to
the East Room, led by the Color
Team.

~As the Color Team halts outside
the East Room, an announcement is
made. o

The Color Team precedes the four
principals into the East Room
during the playing of "Hail to the
Chief." o
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THURSDAY ) :
APRIL 26, 1990 (Continued) _WASHINGTON, D.C.

The Colors divide after clearing
the doorway, and the four
principals move into place -between
them, but two steps ahead.

A receiving line is formed in the
East Room as follows:

Ambassadof Reed
(to-introduce)

President Bush
President Perez
Mrs. Bush
Mrs. Perez

Dinner guests proceed through the
receiving line and directly into
the State Dining Room.

At the conclusion of the
Reception, The President and Mrs.
Bush escort President and Mrs.
Perez into the State Dining Room.

State Dinner offered by The
President and Mrs. Bush in honor
of His Excellency Carlos Andres
Perez, President of the Republic
of Venezuela, and Mrs. Perez. -

Dress: Black tie.
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THURSDAY
APRIL 26, 1990 (Continued WASHINGTON, D.C.

8:15 pm Toast by The President.
Response by President Perez.

8:30 pm Dinner is served.

9:15 pm The after-dinner guests
attending the
Entertainment at The
White House arrive the
East Center Gate, East

. Executive Avenue, and
are escorted to the
Diplomatic Reception
Room.,

9:55 pm The President and Mrs. Bush escort’
President and Mrs. Perez to the
Blue Room. ‘

.The after-dinner gquests are
escorted to the Red, Blue, and
Green Rooms.

Guests are offered coffee in the
Red, Blue, and Green Rooms.
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THURSDAY
APRIL 26, -1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

| '10:10 pm Guests proceed to the East Room
for the Entertainment.

10:15 pm The Entertainment begins.
10:35 pm The Entertainment concludes.

‘The President and Mrs. Bush thank
the entertainers. '

(President and Mrs. Perez may wish
to join The President and Mrs.
Bush in thanking the entertainers.)

Following the Entertainment, The
President and Mrs. Bush escort
President and Mrs. Perez to the

. North Portico for their departure.

10:40 pm Depért The White House via
motorcade en route 31air House.

Motorcade: As on arrival.

10:45 pm Arrive Blair House.

Overnight: Blair House.
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FRIDAY

APRIL 27, -1990

WASHINGTON, D.C.

8:50 am Depart Blair House via motorcade

en route the Organlzatlon of

American States.

Motorcade Assignments

Lead Car

Spare Car

Pres.'s Car
Follow-up

Protocol Car

Car 3.
Car 4

Car 5
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Usss

USSS

Mr. Black

Mr. Bumgardner
Pres. Perez

USSsSs

Amb. Silva
Mrs. Morales

TBD
TBD .

TBD



FRIDAY _
APRIL 27, 1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

8:55 am Arrive the Organization of
: American States.

Greeted by:

His Excellency

Joao Baena Soares

Secretary General

Organization of American States

Her Excellency

Ana Colomor O'Brien

Chief of Protocol

Organization of American States
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FRIDAY

- APRIL 27

1990 (Continued

WASHINGTON, D.C.

9:45 am

L,ead Car

Spouse's Car

Embassy'Car 6

Embassy Car 7

10:00 am

Greeted by:

L1:00 am

10:05 am- Mrs.

Mrs. Perez departs Blair
House via motorcade en
route the Rosemont Day
Care Center.

Motorcade Assignments

USSsSs

Mrs. Perez

- Mrs. Consalvi

Mrs. Soto
--Mr. Daly

Mrs. Moreno
Mrs. Perez
de Hernandez

Mrs. Veitia:
Maj. Padrino

Mrs. Colmanares
Mrs. Madrid
Mrs. Silva

Mrs. Peraza

Arrive the Rosemont Day
Care Center, 2000 Rosemont

Avenue, N.W.

Mrs. Marta Gonzalez
Director of Programs
Rosemont Day Care Center

s. Perez tours the
Rosemont Day Care Center.
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FRIDAY

APRIL 27, 1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

9:00 am-
11:00 am

111:00 am Mrs. Perez departs the

12:00 pm - St. John's Child

Rosemont Day Care Center
via motorcade en route the
St. John"s Child
Development Center.

Motorcade: As on arrival.

11:15 am Arrive the St. John's
Child Development Center,
505 MacArthur Boulevard,

- N.W.

Greeted by:

Mrs. Denise O'Neil
Director of School Programs

Ms. Gayle Union
Director of Development

11:20 am- Mrs. Perez tours the
Development Center.

12:00 pm .- Depart the St. John's
Child Development Center
via motorcade en route
Blair House.

Motorcade: As on arrival.

12:20 pm Arrive Blair House.

Protocolary Session in honor of
President Perez, to be followed by
Address before the Permanent Council,
Hall of the Americas, Organization of
American States. ‘
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FRIDAY

APRIL 27, 1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.
11:00 am Depart thé Organization of American

11:03 am

11:05 am-
11:15 am

11:15 am

11:20 am

States via motorcade en route the
Simon Bolivar Monument.

Motorcade: As on arrival.

Arrive the Simon Bolivar Monument, _
18th Street and Virginia Avenue, N.W.
Greeted by:

Mr. William F. Black :
Assistant Chief of Protocol

Major General

Donald C. Hilbert

Commanding General

Military District of Washington

Wreath-Laying Ceremony, Simon
Bolivar Monument. - : .

Depart the Simon Bolivar Monument via
motorcade en route Blair House.

Motorcade: As on arrival.

Arrive Blair House.
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FRIDAY

APRIL 27, -1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

1:15 pm Mrs. Perez departs Blair
House via motorcade en
route the Melwood
Horticultural Training
Center. A

Motorcade: As on arrival.

1:45 pm Arrive the Melwood
Horticultural Training
Center, 5606 Dower House
Road, Upper Marlboro,
Maryland.

Greeted by:

Mr. Carl Copus

Executive Director

Melwood Horticultural
Training Center

1:50 pm- Mrs. Perez tours the
3:30 pm Melwood Horticultural
Training Center.

:30 pm Mrs. Perez departs the
Melwood Horticultural
Training Center via
motorcade en route Blair
House. '

Motorcade: As on arrival.

4:00 pm Arrive Blair House.
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FRIDAY
APRIL 27

12:00 pm-

2:00 pm

2:45 pm

2:55 pm

1990 Continued WASHINGTON, D.C.

Working Luncheon with members of the
International Banking Community,
Blair House. .

Depart Blair House via motorcade en

route the new Venezuelan Embassy.

Arrive new Venezuelan Embassy,

Motorcade Assignments

30th Street, N.W.

-57-

Lead Car Usss
Spare Car USSS
Mr. Black
Mr. Bumgardner
Pres.'s Car Pres. Perez
Follow-up USSSs
Protocol Car Amb. Silva
Mrs. Morales
.Car 3 TBD
Car 4 TBD
car 5 - TBD
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FRIDAY
APRIL 27, -1990 (Continued WASHINGTON, D.C.

3:00 pm- Dedication Ceremony, new Venezuelan
4:00 pm Embassy.

4:15 pm- Press Conference, new Venezuelan
5:15 pm Embassy. :

5:20 pm 'Depart the new Venezuelan Embassy via
motorcade en route Blair House.

Motorcade: As on arrival.
5:30 pm Arrive Blair House.

6:45 pm President and Mrs. Perez depart Blair
House via motorcade en route the
Venezuelan Ambassador's Residence.

Motorcade Asgignmgnts
Lead Car Usss

Spare Car USSS
Mr. Bumgardner

Pres.'s Car Pres. Perez
" Mrs. Perez

Foilow—up. USSS

Protbcol Car Amb. SilGa
Mrs. Morales
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FRIDAY
APRIL 27,

1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

. 6:55 pm

7:00 pm-

9:00 pm

9:00 pm-
10:30 pm

Car 3 TBD
Car 4 TBD
Car 5 TBD
Arrive the Venezuelan Ambassador's
Residence, 2443 Massachusetts
Averniue, N.W.
Greeted by:
His Excellency
Dr. Simon Alberto Consalvi
Ambassador of Venezuela
to the United States
Mrs. Consalvi
Reception offered by Ambassador
and Mrs. Consalvi in honor of

President and Mrs. Perez, Venezuelan
Ambassador's Residence.

Dress: Business suit.

Private Meeting with Ambassador
Consalvi at the Venezuelan
Ambassador's Residence.
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FRIDAY
APRIL 27, 1990 (Continued WASHINGTON, D.C.

10:35 pm Depart the Venezuelan Ambassador's
,Residence via motorcade en route
Blair House.. :

Motorcade: As on érrival.
10:45 pm Arrive Blair House.

Overnight: Blair House.
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. SATURDAY
APRII, 28, 1990 WASHINGTON, D.C.

6:30 am Baggage call.

8:35 am Depart Blair House via motorcade en
: route the Washington Monument
Grounds, Reflecting Pool.

Motorcade Assignments

Lead Car Usss
Spare Car Usss
Mr. Black

Mr. Bumgardner

Pres.'s Car Pres. Perez
Mrs. Perez
Amb. Consalvi
Mrs. Consalvi

Follow-up USSS
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SATURDAY
APRIL 28, 1990 (Continued)

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Protocol Car

Car 3
Car 4

Car 5

Amb. Silva
Mrs. Morales
TBD .

TBD

TBD

8:40 am Arrive the Washington Monument
Grounds, Reflecting Pool.

Greeted by:

The Honorable

Joseph Verner Reed
The Chief of Protocol

8:40 am- Ambassador Reed escorts President
8:45 am and Mrs. Perez to the Farewell

Committee.
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SATURDAY
APRIL 28, 1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

Farewell Committee

His Excellency

Simon Alberto Consalvi

Ambassador of Venezuela
to the United States

Mrs. Consalvi

Mr. Michael M. Skol
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
for Inter-American Affairs

His Excellency

Edilberto Moreno

Ambassador of Venezuela
to the Organization of
American States

Mrs. Moreno

Her Excellency

Nora Arnao Machado

Alternate Ambassador of
Venezuela to the Organization
of American States
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SATURDAY
APRIL 28, 1990 (Continued WASHINGTON, D.C.

Farewell Committee
(Continued)

Mr. Simon Faraco
Consul General
- of Venezuela at Baltimore

Mrs. Faraco

Dr. Carlos Bivero
Minister-Counselor
Embassy of Venezuela

Mrs. Bivero

Dr. William Larralde
Minister-Counselor
. Embassy of Venezuela

Mrs. Larralde

Major General :

Miguel Ignacio Morales-Perez
Defense and Military Attache
Embassy of Venezuela .

Brigadier General
Juan Carlos Zarate
Air Attache

Embassy of Venezuela

Rear Admiral
Salvador Paz Camacho
Naval Attache
Embassy of Venezuela

Mrs. Angela Peraza

Attache
Embassy of Venezuela
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SATURDAY
APRIL 28, 1990 (Continued WASHINGTON, D.C.

After greeting members of the Farewell
Committee, Ambassador Reed escorts
President and Mrs. Perez to their
helicopter.

8:45 am Depart the Washington Monument
Grounds, Reflecting Pool, via United
States Presidential Helicopters.

Helicopter 1 Manifest (10)

Pres. Perez Mr. Black
Mrs. Perez Usss-2
F.M. Figueredo

Amb. Consalvi

Mrs. Consalvi

Min. Armas

Venezuelan Security

Helicopter 2 Manifest (10)

Min. Fandeo Mr. Bumgardner
Dr. Lepage USSSs-2

Dr. Iturbe

Dr. Celli

Dr. Tinoco
Dr. Stelling
Dr. Rodriguez
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SATURDAY

'APRIL 28, 1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

8:55 am
&

9:00 am

Arrive Andrews Air Force Base.

Greeted by:

Brigadier General

Ralph R. Rohatsch, Jr.

Commander, Air Force District
of Washington

Mrs. Rohatsch

Mr. Black and Brigadier General and
Mrs. Rohatsch escort President and
Mrs. Perez to their aircraft.

Depart via United States Presidential
Aircraft en route La Guardia Airport,
New York, New York.

Flight Time: 0:50
Time change: None
To be served: Snack
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SATURDAY
APRIL 28, 1990 (Continued) WASHINGTON, D.C.

Aircraft Manifest (20)

Pres. Perez Mr. Black

Mrs. Perez Mr. Bumgardner

FM Figueredo Mr. Payne
Planchart USsSs-6

Min. Armas
Min. Fandeo

Dr. Lepage
Dr. Iturbe
Dr. Celli

Dr. Tinoco
Dr. Rodrigquez
Mr. Rangel

9:50 am His Excellency Carlos Andres Perez,
President of the Republic of
Venezuela, and Mrs. Perez arrive La
Guardia Airport, New York, New York,
and resume a private schedule.
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ACCOMMODATIONS WASHINGTON, D.C.

BLAIR HOUSE

1651 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20500

Switchboard (202)
Protocol Office (202)
(1} (1] <202)

[1] " (202)
FAX (202)
x X *

THE GRAND HOTEL

2350 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

Switchboard (202)
FAX (202)
X X %
—68-

347-0397
393-6492
393-6493
647-0688
879-7740

429-0100
419-9759
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HALE &
oI DIURY OF LEVEL 1 printeq 1n ruLbk rormat.

LOPYr1gnT (C) 1981 INE Wasninguon rost
NOvVemDer 1%, 1v81, Weonesgay, F1nal £O1tion
SELILIUN: bTyle; L1
LENBIH: 16UU WOras

HEADLINES INE 10AST and 1unes;

QUIprising bpice at reagan's uinher ror VvVenezuela's Presiaent;
LONTINENTS ang uLorglativy

EYLINE: BY Laria Hall and UONN1E RaaclLirTTe
KEYWUKDS UINNER

BUDY:

Ingy nave 1n common tnings ranging rrom pasenall TO k1l bAalvaoor, 1NTErests
nat tnese ItwWo presldents made a polnt Or mMentioning 1ast nignt as thney toasteon
2acn QINeEr at ThE wWnltle HOUSEe. I1Ng O0CCaslon was an orriclal ginner tnat
Preslgent Keagan gave ror VEenezueian ¢Preslgent LuUls Herrera Lampins,

"1onignt we nonar a man ang a Country tnat nave cnosen a patn ot princlpLe,”

5310 Kegagan In nis toast. . . . gemocracy ang numan rignts 1S norL ThNe easiest
course, DUT 1T 15 TNE mOST morat.”

Lald Herrera, 1n a toast Tnatl turned 1nto a Speecn: "we are commitiea to

gemocracy . . . I TN1S LINE Of COnguct, we give BCEIVE poLitical ano moral
SUpport TOo tne government junta O kel baivaaor . . .

1T wWas an evening riiieq witn Tne Ttragitions ang grandeur or gining at the

WN1TE HOUSE -- gOOO MUSlc, T1Ne WINeSs ang TOASTS TO Oemocracy and cooperation.
BUT MOre a0OUT TNAT L3TEr. INg uNexpected TWIST 1n The rOrmat was tne
Entertainment, provioed Dy RODErt LOULET, WNOSE N1gNTCLUD-L1KE act TOOK Tne
rormaliy cLa8d group -- WelL, DY surprise.

ATTEr @ TEW NUMDErs LOULET nOPped Oft TNe LasT KOOM STage, M1Cropnong 1n
nang, tTO WOrk The auolence, PartiCulLarly TN t1rst row.

"AlL 1 neea 1s a gir:i . . . " Ne Croonea to sarpara sush, The vice
pregsigent's Wire.

"UO YyOU mMiNg 1t L SAay you're CUTE 1h BVEry way:" ne askea Fat Halg, tne
SECrerary Ofr state's wite.

inen, TO Presidgent Reagan: “"Am 1 getting 1nto troupies”

“inat race, tnat race, 1T Just 1sn'T rair,” ne Sang, moonisniy LO0K1ING 1Nto

NaNcy Keagan's ByeS. "YOu MUST EXCUSE M 1t | STare.” He ShODK h1s nead and
smileg at ner. "You're Gorgeous. "

inen ne Tolo a sTtory apout going 1ntO Tne audlence To Sing TNAat same song at

Lake tanoe, put the sSpotiignts got 1n nis eyes, ana onLy later aig ne reaiize to
Wnom ne Was singing. "iT was atl men -- a iumperjack CoOnvention.” rinaiiy ne
Toung a race WiLh 1ong nalr to SIng to. "I1T WOrkea out," Ne JOoKkea. "HE'S Dpeen
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PABLE 3
LC) 1781 1NE Wasnington rOsT, NOvembDer 14, 1v41

Wrliting every week.®

INEre Was MOre. "Wake up,” ne salo, glvihg cnlet Ot protocoL Leonore
Annenperg a poKe 1n Tne arm.

allll more. "1T'S 1mpOssiDle,” Ne wWaroileg To TNE TUne Ot Tne ramiLllar song,

ang tnen Interjected nis own Lyrics, "Making lOve 1n a 10Yy0Ta.” rew Laugns.
“inat gets a 01g laugn in nigntciuos.”

H15 Qlrector at The arternoon renearsal, 1T TUrneg out, wWas rrank binatra,

ThEe 0CCAas10nal ImpPresarlo to The WNlTe HouSe, WNo nao TlowWn TO Wasnington rrom
LOS AnNgeies W1Tn Nancy Keagan on MONOay. ("HE Pald M1s Own wWay,* snella iate,
ThE T1rsT L1agy's press secretary, Sald earLier.’

"Frank was nere tnis arternfon ang sald ‘make 1T rtast,’ " LbOoulet Tolg the
auaglenceg WNile rinisning up nis act W1Tn "It EVEr | would Leave You" trom
“LameLot.”

Ing Presigent Doundea ONto The Stage to Thank tne singer. Lalo Rreagan, ('Ll
ngver rorget tne nignt you sang to me 3T LAKe [ahoe.” Ihe house roareg.

KReaction later ranged trom POLITE TO Erfuslve. LEOnOre Annenperg: “un, gosn,
No | wWasn't asieep. 1 was tapping my reec.”

Larginal ierence LOOKe: "1 enjoyeo 1T Very mucn, especlally tne last nhumoper.®

MINUTES DETOrE NE WENT To0 TNne press room to Feview a copy or the preslgent's

roreign policy speecn, natlonal SECUrlty adviser Richarg ALLen wWas relaxea and
JOKeO guring thne arter-ginner COrree. WNen askea apout TNe COntraversy over tne
$1,UUU ne receiveao ror Mrs. rReagan as a “thnank-you" ree ror granting an
Interview to Japanese journallsts, ALlen salgd, “"NOwW, 00 I 1OOK mitteay woulg you
d5K AmMDassaoor J. wlillam miogengorrt 1t 1 100K mlitrreqQs™

"NO, he goesh’'t LOOK mirtrea,” Salg miggengort, thne u.b. representative 1o the

urganization Ot American bTates. HE later nuoolied witn ALlen ang tolag nim, “vut
Or every agversity COmes an Opportunity ror success.”

INOSE WNO Were 1n on Tne TalKs eariler 1n The oay OPTWEEn Reagan ana Herrera

WEre pLEasec WI1TN The OUTCOME. “Very trank," Sald venezuelan AmDassacor
FErez-Lnirionoga.

"EXTrEmely SucCCesstul,” Sald preslgentlal COUNSEeLor Eawln MEeese. “Ine two men
Touna a 1ot 1n common 1n terms Ot TNElr approacnh to the Americas.”

1T Seemeq appropriare, SINCE DOTN are POWErs 1n TNE WesSTern nemispnere --

YENEZUELE WITN 1TS UPEL OlL BNO TNe UN1TEO STATES WITh 2imostT gverytning eLse.
ANG  VYENEZUELAa 15 an 1mportant DAcCKEer Or U.b. errorts to alo tne Uuarte
Clvllian-military government 1n el Sailvador.

1T als0 turneag OUT TNAT DOTN Preslioents Were Sports Journallsts at one time.

Redgan agrew a 1augn wnen nhe tolg Nnls guests now Herrera geLivereo a8 speecn to
INe uniteo Natlons, TNEN WENT OTr TO Y3nKee HTa0lum TO See a pasepall game.

iT 3150 remingeg Reagan oOr anotner sports tan, nis motner-in-iaw. SnNe once
t0i0 nim Nancy Keagan's Dlrtnoay woulo nave Deen July 4 1nsteag or JULY G,
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FALL 4
LC) 1781 Ihe Wasningron pPOsST, NovembDer 18, 1Y41

EXCEPL TNAT Mrs. vUavis alian’'t want TO misSS a OoOuDle-neader at Yankee staglum.

Flres Diazeag on Ttne neartns ang as a 51gn tnat Tne weatner nao turneg cnilly,
LNE 0ark YeLvels ang rustiing tarretas capturea tne evening's glOW. Nancy Reagan
ang Lee annenperg DOTN WOre DLacCK VeLlvetr. BeLLY Herrera's Tarreta molre was 1n
prignt pink, a popular cOlor among tne QUests. AnO QuestT 10m wolte, Tthne author,
1E2TT NIS 510NATUre WN1TE SUIT a2t NOmMe and aonneag tne Tragltional tuxeoo.

FOr ginner tnere was roast iamp, green Deans amandlne ang hazeinut oomoe,

WiTn Tnree Lallrornlia wines. Ang arter tne entertainment, There was gancing ano
Cnampagne. Ine Reagans TODK a ftewW SPInS On ThNe t.00r and on thnelr way upstalrs
Nancy pauseg ror a Cnat WiTtn her rrieng Jerome LI1pKkin, until her nusoana, the
presigent, gentiy nuaged ner that 1T was Time to go.

LUBST L1ST

ing TOLLOWING were Invited to 1last Nignt's WN1te HOusSe dlhner rar venezuelan
Fresliaent LUlsS Herrera Lampins ang mrs. Herrera

JOSE ALDErTO Lamprano, minlster or roreign arrairs

LU1S uguetn Arismengl, minister or rinance

LEN. EHErnardgo Leal PUCnl, mMIN1STEer or gerense

Jose LUls <LZapata, mInlster of agriculture

HUMDEFTO Lalderon serti, mMinlster Ot energy aha mines

bONZalo barcla BUST1110S, MIN1ISTEr Ot TNE SECretarliat Ot the presigency

marcial verez-uniripoga, ampassanor To The Un1teo Hrates, and JOserina ae
rerez-uniripoga

H1iarion Laraozo, ampassador T0 ThE urganlzation Ot AmMerican Ltates, & Mrs.
Laraozo

Ur. Jullo 5053 ROOGriguez, rormer To thne unlteg LTates

AOm. JULIO Lesar Lanz LasteLlanos, cnier Or Tne presigent's military
nousenola

wEn. James Apanor (R-h.u.J

Richara v. Alien, as5151ant TO TNe Presigent tor nationald Security arrairs,
ang rat AlLlLen

LEeonore Annenoerg, cniet Ot pProtocol
REP. EUQENE V. ATKINSOn (U-#a.)
PETIr1C1A A. AVEry, U.b. NEWS ang wWorig Keport

James A. paker (11, Cnler or start ang assistant to the presigent, & bLusan
gaker
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FALE ul
LC) 19781 Ine Wasninguon POST, NOvemper 18, 1vY871

Malcoim saidrige, SECretary Of cCOmmerce, & Margaret salarige

rregerick Klepel, O2puty Olrector Ot tne KepupLican National Lommitiee, &
¥10let B1EDEL

JOonn R. BLOCK, secretary ot agriculture, & bue KLoCK
vice Presigent beogrge Bsush & pgarbara sush

LUSTAVD L1SNeros, Presigoent Of H1gNGate Hroperties, NeWw YOrk, N.Y., &
PALIIC1A L1SNErDS

wiiilam ¢. LIArK, OQEputy secretary or State, & Joah ulark
Laraginal ierence LOOKeE, B3rcnplsnop Or New York

Mr. & Mrs. KONALO Lrawrorag, Ariington, va.

Micnael K. uveaver, Oeputy Cnler Or sTarr ang asslstant To Tne presigent, &
Laroiyn veaver

Lount & Lountess ae RaveneL, New YOrk, N.Y.

Sah uonalason, ABL News

Jonn L. wuncan, cnairman, Louncll Ot The AmEricas, New York, N.Y., & sarpara
puncan

inomas u. ehgers, asslstant secretary or state-aesignate ror (niter-american
Atralrs, & baetana tnaers

Davig & marilyn £vins, NEW YOk, N.rY.

PETEr M. t1BN1gan, managing olrector, Ulllon Keag & L0. INC., New YOrk, N.Y.,
& Brigia rlanigan

REP. L.H. FOUNTALN WWU-N.L.J, & LAr1STINE rountaln

Mr. & Mrs. Stepnen U. bavin, LOS Angelies, Lallt.

RODEFT LOULET, NBW YOrK, N.Y.

Peter J. wrace, presigent, W.K. LFAce & LO., NEW YOrK, N.Y., & Margaret brace

FAUL E. bray, presigent, MassacnUsetrs LNSTITUTE Ot 1ecnnoLogy, & Priscllila
mray

Alan breenspan, pPreslgent, 1OWNSENO-LFEENsSpan & LO. LINC., NEW YOrK, N.Y.
Aiexanger Halg, SECretary Or state, & PATricla Halg
LOLLEENn HAargrave, IEmpLETOn, LALlt.

DEn. Urrin Hatcn (R-Utan) & ELAINE HATCH
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HALE &
(C) 1781 I1he Wasnington vOSt, NOvemper 18, 1Y41

Miml HErrera, New YOork, N.Y.

Janet HoDKer, New YOrK, N.T.

JAQUELIN H. & BEILY HUME, “an trancisco, Lallt,

mary Lou Juay

Jung Karger, New YOrK, N.Y.

JONN L. & Frances LOeD, NeWw YOrk, N.Y.

W1ll13Mm H. LUErs, American ampassacor TO0 Venezuela, & Mrs. LUErs

FETEr MCLOY, OBpuUTy ASSISTANT TO TNE Presiloent ang Olrector or start ror tne
t1PST 130y, & Kacey mcLoy

EOWIN meese 11l, COUNsSeLor to Tne presiagent, & ursula meese
Alleen Menie, New YOrk ually NEews

ALEX1S5 MErsenaes

J. Wllllam migdenaorr, representatlive or The Unlted LTates to tnhne
urganlzation or American Lrates, & lsapeile mlgaenoort

vera NOvak

Alejanarag urrila, secretary general Or Tneg urganization Of AmErican Htates, &
Heiga urriia

Harry pPlLatg, 11rrany & L0., NEW YOIk, N.Y.

Laurance 5. & Mary RKOCKETeLLer, New YOrk, N.Y.

cugene v. KOSTOW, Olrector, Arms LONTLrol & UlSarmament Agency, & tOna ROSTOW
Wwililam A. RUsSher, pupLisner, INne NatTloOnal Keview, New YOrk, N.Y.

Fregerick u. weeley, PresiOoent, Pan american S0CleTty Ot THE UNitead hrates,
NEW YOrK, N.Y., & Mrs. SeeLey

LEOrge K. SNULTZ, Presioent, INe BEeCNTeL LrOUp INC., San rrancisco, Lallt., &
Helena SnuLitz

Richard Inieriot, puDLlsSner anag egitor, San +rancisco Lnronicle, sLan
rrancisco, Latilit., & ANgeLicd i(nieriot

marietra F. Ireg, New YOrk, N.Y.
beraid & rLOrence vanuerkemp, New YOrk, N.Y.

JOnn L. wniteneac, boloman, Lacns & LD., NEW YOrK, N.Y. & Jaan wnltenean
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INE REY. HOSea wWillllams, beOrgla state representative, Atianta, bd., &
JUanita wliilams

10m & LNEll3 WOLTE, NEW YOrk, N.Y.
JErome Z1pKin, NEW YOrK, N.Y.

GRAPHIL: P1CTUre, BETLY HErrera, Nancy Reagan, anag presigents Herrera ana
Keagan, Dy JOnn mcuonneLl
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HALE k4
ZNU DIURKY OTF Level 1 printeg 1n ruLL rormat.

LOPYrignt lcJ) 1YYU LLODE NEWSPaper Lompany;
ine BOSTOn LlODE

reoruary £/, 1Yvu, juesoay, L1ty eO01T1ON
YELILUN: NATLUNAL/FURELGN; Pg. 1
LENGIH: 818 woras

HEAULINE: BUSN TO MOVE TtOF eariy 1l1TUing Of Ub 53ncCTionsg
pereat Oor thne banginistas

EYLINE: BY JOnn W. Mashek ang micnagl wkranisn, wlooe Htarr

UAIELINE: WASHINGIUN

KEYWURD- NIUARALUAZ ELEULIIUNS REDULIT; BEURBE BUSH;  KEAULILUN; Ubj RELATLUN;
AlDj NAME- LHAMURRU; NAME-UKIEDLA

BUUY:
HOrting Out TNE STUNNINg UPSET 1n N1Caragua's presigential eiectioh, the
BUSN AOMIN1STratioOn 1nglcated yestergay TNAT 1T WOULOD MOVE QUICKLY TO L117T

gcaonomic sancrions. Mresloent Busn, meanwniie, called TOr an eno to miiitary
conriicr.

Ine election Oor viOoletra Lhamorro, DaCKed DY The unitea Ltates, was a

surprise to wWasningionh. rFarticularly UNEXpected was her wide margln or vicrary
gver Hresigent vanlel urtega. Busn nalleg tnat viCcTory ang sald tnat There was
room 1n Nicaragua ror peacerul gepate.

"We nope noOw rOr a peacerusl transition, rOr tne insSTiTutlonailzation or the
gemocratlic process in Nicaragua, ang there 1S space 1n 2 gemocratic Nlcaragua
TOr all poliltical pol1nts Of VI1EeW," BUSn 5310 3T & Meeting wWithn ThNe nation's
governors, wWwno are noLaing thelr Wwinter contrerence 1h tne capltalt.

BUSN 5410 NE Nad TALKEO TO Hresiaent Larios anares PMPErez oOr venezuela
apoutT possiple Trade and economlc measures to asS1ST TNe new Lhamorro

government. Ine economy Of N1C3ragua unger the Hanglhlstas 15 1n snampies, and
that reportegly was a major ractor in tne vote agalnst uriega.

HOWEYET, TNE BuUSn agminlstration 1S5 alreagy operating unger a Tignt riscal
DUGgeT ang nas the A00e0 expense or TNe 1nvasioh Or ranama a3Nnd The roLlow-on 31d
T0 dedl wWwitn. ANnO Longress, Wnicn ror mDST Of TNE Las5T QecCadae nas DEenh Wrappeo
in a8 DITTEr DAattle Over alaing tne conira guerriilas 1n nNicaragua, qulckiy

Decame emprolled 1n The QUesTlon Of WhNere TO t1ng The money to tuna an alg
package.

Mariin ritzwater, Tne WN1TlE HOUSEe press Ssecretary, dacknowlieagea us

responsiplilty tOr NeLping Nicaragua arter Lnamorro's VICTOry. “we certainiy
TeeL 3@ S5pEC1al responsinliity TOr TNe PEOPLE Of N1Caragua ang The courageous
action tnat TNey nave taken IO Dring These eLections apout,* he sald.

F1TZWater sald bBusSn Wanteg to LitT ub Sanctions “as soon as 1t 1S

Teasipie.” {ne sanctions, 1mposed on may 1, 1v#>, Dy Hresigent keagan, par
Imports rrom Nicaragua, Dan Us EXPOrts TO 1T ang Pronlolt N1Caraguan alrcrart
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ar poats rrom entering tne Uuniteag Ltates.

Ut more immeglate cOncCern o TNe WN1te HOUSE Was maklng sure tnat ine
Ub—rinancea contras anlae DYy Bush's C3ll tOr an ena to any turtner miiitary

aCtilvity DYy 1ne contras Or Tne Landlnlsias. (hne 30Versarlies Nave wageo a viclious
anl COSTLY war gver Tne iast gecaoe.

Hressed On WNETNer Tne CONTras SNnould Lay down thelr weapons, rltzwater

Frepeated meregly tnat Ttne rree eLection means TnNEre 1s no neeag rar miiliwary
action. “uldr agvice" 10 TNe contras "15% tnat There's no neeag ror ruriner
millitary Conriict,” ne sailo.

Busn 5al0 ne wWoulid SeEna cCongratulations to  uhnamorro  ror ner victory ang

L0 Urtega tor congucting Tne election Witn ralrness ana tor nis pieoge to apige
DY The result.

AOMIN1STration Orriclals Were DEIng cargrul nOT TO gLOAat OVEr uriega’s
gereat.

un Lapitol Hili, ben. RODErT UOLE OF Kansas, The Repubiicah minority leager,

gnce again oproacned tne 10ea Or TaKing rungs away rrom top recliplents or ub aia,
5UcCn as 1srael, ang reglrecting tne money TO COUNTries sucn as Nicaragua.

"We mustT provige ner new government with ald,” uole salg, rererring to

Lvnamorro.  TARNO L1eT'S NOT K10 OUrSEeLlVES: WEe're TalKing a00uT D1g DUCKS 1n 3aio .
« » 1T ralses tne same oL0 QuUestion — Tne question We are racing ror eastern
EUFrOpeE ang rFanama - wWnere are wWe going to get Thne moneys Ine worig 15 cnanhging,
DUT gur pank account isn't.”

ygle's suggestion Or QlVErting moOney frrom i1srael and Other countries 1§

certain to De COntested. INere wWllil OOUDTLIESS DE Calls tOr BuUSh TO arop nis
plLeage or "nO nNeW TaXes" Aas WeLL aS 3 pusn TO TAKE MONEy trom tne aerense puaget
as part or tne so-callieq “peace gilvigenao.©

DEN. bEorge Mltcneill Or maing, TNE majority leaoer, Sald UEmOCrats want to

review a request rrom TNe LNamorro gQoOvErnment ang Ttne WN1te HOuse petrore
proposing an alo package.

inomas 5. FOLEeY Or wWasnington, TNE HOUSE SPEAKer, meanwnlie, SWepT asiage

questions aboUT WNEre TO rin0 TNE MONEY. “INESE QUESTIONS Weren‘'t ralsed when
WE Were Spenaing nunareas Of M1LL1ONS 1n M1L1Tary alg fOF TNE CONTras,” salo
roLey.

INrougnout Longress yesteroay, TNErE was an air Qr seir-congratulation, with

many RepupLicans saying tnat Lwnamorro s victory wWould hOoT nave Deen possiple
WI1TNOUT sSteadrast SUpport ror the COntras.

“IT Wasn't uUntlli ¢Fresigent Reagan ToOOK @ narg L1ne Ttowara urtega ang securea

runaing ror the N1caraguan Treegom rignters TNat Tne Landlnistas yleigea ang,
unger tThe LBntral American accoras, agreed TO SUNOAY'S ELeCTIONS,* Sald Len.
bOrgon HUMPNrey, TNE NeW Hampsnire Kepuplican.

BEUT REp. J. JOSEPN MOaKley, Tne Uemocrat trom massacnusetis, Creglten the
peace plan put rorwara oy Presioent uscar Arias or Losta Kica. “iT 1S imporant
[0 reallze TnAt Tnis 15 NnOT @ VICTOry ror us poLicy a1aing tne contras, " sald
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Moakiey. "Iinls 1s a viCtory ror tne Arias Lentral AmeErican peace plLan whicn
preacnea qlaiogue, reconclliatlion and gemocratic eilecrions.”

BRAMPHILY PHUIU, Preslgent HKusn nalls vIOleta uhamorro's victory as ne -

gestures auring an aaaress t0 tne Nation's governors at TNE WhltTe HOouse
yestergay. rram Lert are: bov. lerry sranstad or iowa, LbOov. Blil viinton or

Arkansas, bOv. BOOIN bLaraner or wWwasningion, and bLOov. Larroll Lampoeirs Or L0UTN
LaroLina. 7 A¥ PHUIU
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BUUY =

ing STuNning 1eCTOral viCTOry 1n N1Caragua Dy Tne U.o.-DAacKeo Opposition
monoay Set The Stage ror a reversal ln relations DETWeENn Washingion ang managua
INat SOOh COulo eng 3 gecade Ot hOSTIL1TY ang Diopasned.

PUDLISNEr Y10lETa Lnamorro's  Trouncing oOr ¢Fresioent uanlel urtega ang nis

2anginista government ailso may Improve Tne prospects tor peace in el Lalvaaor,
TUrtner 1solate COmmunisT LUDa and neLp the U.b. ang NICaragua 1mprove tneir
L1e5 10 Tne rest Or Latlih America, Senior Busn a0ministratlon Orticlals ano
gtner experts on the region saia.

BUT 58110US ODSTACLES WITNIN and OUTS10E Ni1caragua also Loom as  uhamorro

and ner u.b5. patrons navigate an uncnarteg patn oD Oemocracy 1n a nation that
Nas Known malnly POLITICAL TUrmoli and v10Llence ror more tnan a century, tne
analysts dacknowlieagea.

LNIET among tnem Were wWnEtner Tne Landinisias woulo reLinguisn control ot

Tneir Large army ang SECret PoLllce rorces, ang WNeTher U.s.-5upporteag contra
repels Would lay 0OwWn TNelr arms ang Freturn To N1Caraguan Soclety.

Freslgent  susn  calleag ror an immedlate cease-tire DETWeen the army ang tne

contras as tne r1rst step To reconciiiation, saying, "Inere 1s no reason at all
TOr military acCtlvity trom any guarter.-

BUSN a108s aCKNOWiedgea tney ails0o race anotner propiem: AT a3 TIME when tne

U.b. races new gemanas ror alg trom numerous rormer gl1CTatorsnips rrom kastern
EUrope To rFanama, Where wlll Washington ting Tne money TO neip repulla
NiCaragua's war-ravageg economy:

Ing eLectoral ouUTCOmME Was Seen DYy aaminlstration Orriclals as a clear victory

Tor BUSn ang nis 0eclsion 1ast year t0 sCale DAacK U.b. mlliitary alg to tne
CONtras ang Instead seek plpartlisan congressional SUpport ror an electoral
S0LUTION 1In Nicaragua.

AOMIN1STration orriclals Were not gloating, DUT OnNE alge salf  Busn's poLicy

SUCCeeOed WNEre rormer Presloent Konaid Keagan's "glvisive, DITIEriy emotional™
poillcy Of Supporting Tne repels at ail COSTS Nag ralled.

A numper ot Ootner oiner ractors neLpeg iInriuence events 1in NilcCaragua,
InCluUging SOVIET Fresldent MIKNall LOrpacnev's errorts to restraln the
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2dndlnistas, tne COoLLapse Oor communilsm in ktastern cUrope, pressure rrom tne

LENTral American peace plan and tne presence or some £/,5UU rorelgn opservers in
NlCaragua on kLECTIONn uay.

Longressional Uemocrats Were even cialming part Or thne Crealt, 53aying the

vOte representeg an engorsement Or Thelr pPrererence ror a poLitical ratner tnan
a miilitary s0LUTION TO The ProDiems 1n Nicaragua. Ine  Busn agminlstration aid
not TAKe 1S5sue, apparently reeLing tnere was enougn Credlt TO go arouna.

ine Ltnamarro victory CLEarLy caugnt TneE WNITE HOUSE OTT guard. 1T was Jimmy

Larter, an eLecroral ODSErver 1n N1caragua ang tne u.b. Presigent wnen tne
2andinlstas come To power, WNo INtormea Lecretary Or STate James A. Kaker ii1 or
the OpposS1ITIOn Triumpn WIitn a pnone cail sSNOrtiy arter 4 a.m. mnongay.

paker in Turn Called Busnh W1Tn TNE NEWS. BUT WI1TNIN Nours, aaministration

s5ources salgd, TNE Selr-CONGratulations turnea IO TOUgn guestions 1n an urgent
pianning Ses5s10n TNE Presigent Called at TNE WNILE HOouse:

WNaT Should tne U.b. 00 1t TNe Landinlsias reruse to nand over power: How

aoes tne uU.bo. Nelp Keep togetner tne rractlious Opposition, UN1TEO Oniy 1n 1TS
lgatning Or The Lanainlsias, NOW INAat 1T WoNn The eLectiony HOW QUICKLIY Snould
ng u.5. MOvVe 10 L1TT ECOnOmicC sSanctlionsy WNEN Snoulg thne uU.b. urge tne contras
TO come goWn Trom the niiilss Ang, mOST ImMportant, nOwW 0QO0es wasnington put
togetner &8 i1arge enougn ald pacKkage To make a alrrerencer’

Ine presigent and nls al0eSs reacneg no answers monagay 1o any or these
questions, Senior orricials said.

"AS d TIrsU STEp, WE JUST 53T 00WNn L0 10BRTITY ALl TNESE 1S5SUBS WE'LL nave 1o

gecloe. we gon’'t nave any maglc rormula,” S3ald One 5enior agministration
Orricial Wno atiegnaeq tne wWNnilte HOUSE meeting.

"WE KNOW We nave IO get VIOLETA Lnamorrc ang unNu (her Natlonal upposition

union) all TNE heip We carn. They naven't nad any exXperience 1n governing; twney
naven 't Deen tnrougn tnls DETOre. ihefre 15 no goupt thnis 15 'golng IO DE VEry
girricuitT.”

DEEKING TO avola any neavy-nanoed Tactlics That wWoulo gilve TNhE mandlnlistas an

EXCUSe TO retaln pPoOwWwer, bBuUSn Called VENEZUELAN Presldent Larios AnOres perez
IO asKk N1S SUPPOrT 1n NeLping Lhamorro rorm a government, ang 1n nolging tne
SEN01N15Tas TO TNeLr WOrg TNAT TNey Will Nana Over power peacetuLly.

Ut particuiar Concern 15 Wnether the »andinistas wWllil Cege control ot tneir

Dattie-nargeneq army, an €xTension Or Tthelr political movement, ana 01s50ang
tNELr secret poiice.

HOLOING TOQeTNEr TNE Snaky UNU COaLlTioh 1S5 anotner gltricult proposition,
agminlistration orricials concedae.

R10roan ROETT, O1rector Or Latln American STuales at JONNs HOPK1ng
UN1VErs1Ty's HCNOO0L Of AOVENCEeO INTEernatlonal STudles, CAlieo Lnamarrog "3 Lory
AQUINO repeat, Trying Tto gOVErn 1n a COUNTry Wlln geep O1vV1S10nS ang tensions,”
ne saig, rererring to Ttne pPreslgoent Of ThE PN1LIPPINES. “Lne Can't De Seen as a
PUPPET OF LEDrge BuSn, " ne aoged.
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A OEDAatTe already nas DEgQun WITN1N TNE agmInlstration apout now soon to Lifrt
gconomic sancilions agalnst Nicaragua tTNat WEre 1Mposea 1n 1v8>: HSN0uUL0 The U.b,

act Deroreg Lunamorro's SCheOuled 1nauguration April 4> Or wdlt untlii arter tne
Langinlstas STep aowns

"WE naven't even come CloSe TO geclolng any or that; 1T°S ST1LL TOO early.
BUT We nave to geclige tnat pretty soon,” a Senior WNnite HOouse orticial sala.

INEre are Other wild caras as well, Oorriclals sald. rOr Oohe tning, no one

KNows WhNat Ine reaCtlion Or LuDa Wiil D2, NOF WNAT a0viCce a presumably dlsmayed
ana angry r10el Lastro wiil gilve urteda.

LETT DENING DYy Tne Sea Of Change SWeeping tne communlst worlig, Ldstro 1§

Increasingly an OUTCAST DECAUSE OF N1S ABNT1-0EMOCratlc ways. NOW ne could nelp
ne Landinlistas racllitate tne coming 1Transition 1in Nicaragua, or ne could
persuage tTnem to 1mpege 1T, Orriclals say.

ALSO NOT KNOWn 1S Wnetner tne Landlnistas® LO0SS5 Wlli Lead Lertist guerrliias

in neignooring tl H3i1vVE00r Dack TO ne pargalning TabDle ror peace negotiations
With Tne rigni-wing government there. '

U.b. ang baivaooran orricials OeL1Eeve 3 NEW QOVErnment 1n N1caragua wllil

InCrease INe pressure ror peace Talks. BuT MAarxist nara-iiners 1n managua,
Havana and el bHalvagor could yetr UeClae 1O STEP uUp TNe war, analysts rear.

TERMD - NlLARAbUA; ELEGCILUNG RESULT; UFPUDLIIUNG BRUUPS UNLIED DiATED; HURPURL;
ELUNUMY; FINANULE; RELAJIUN; REAULLUN; IKAUL
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FOLIOWING 15 38 TransCript Or Presioent  Busn's remarks togoay on thne eLection
In NicCaragua, as recoroeg Dy Ine ASsOClared Mress. (ne Fresloent SPoKe at a
meeting Oor The NAaTIOnal bOVErnors' AS50C13Tion.

Any Ttrieng or aemocracy Can TaKe neart in tne ract tnat vioLeta Luhnamorro
Won the 21eCTiOn. ANO TnE BLECTION process, Dy all accounts rreg ana rair, 15 3

Creglt to tne pegple Or Nlcaragua, WNo Cnose TO JeTermineg tneir nature's ruture,
nation’s ruture at The Dall0T DOX. ANO TnNat 15 a vICLOry ror aemocracy.

Yesteroay's eLecrion moves us One step ciLoser to the gay wnen every nation in
LN15 nemispnere 1S a aemocracy, ano 1°'ll sOOn seng messages — 1 Tnink Tthey may
nave alreagy gone out o - TO Mrs. Lunamorro, Ccongratulating ner on ner
victory; to ¢Fresigent urtega, COngratuiating nim on TNE CONQuCT Ot Tne eLection
and on nils plegge to sStang Dy 1US results; to Presigent Larter ang nis
counterpart on tnat one, uvan tvans; TO Mr. L0ares ot Thne U.A.b.; TO Perez ae

Luelliar ang EL1L10T RICNAroson Of TNE UN1TEC NATIONS tOr TNelr Leaging roles in
opserving tne elections.

in e next reW days, 1 Ll DE SPeaking With Lentral ang S0utn American

leagers. inls morning | Talkeao TO FPreslgent Larins AnGres Herez or venezueia
dD0Ut appropriate trage angd economic measures TNAat We Can Take TOo Supporc wne
new bovernment or Nicaragua.

WE NOpE oW TOr @ peacerul transition, tOr the 1NST1TUTIONAallzation or the

gemocratlic process 1n Nicaragua, ahg therg 1s space 1n a gemocratic Nicdragua
Tor aili poLlitical points Ot VIew.

blveEn a clear mandate tor peace ana gemocracy, TNEre 1S5 No reason at ali ror

rurtner miiitary activity rrom any quarigr, ang We nope tne cease-tire wiil oe
re—-estaplisnen Without gelay ang respectead oy all sloes.

FOr years tne people Or Nicaragua nave surrerea, ang togay tne peapie ot

Nicaragua nave SpOKen. And now 15 TNe Time ror Ni1caragua to move rorwarg to
rreeaom.

BRAPHIL: MNOTO: " INEre 1s no reason at aitl ror rurtner miLitary activity rrom

any quarter, ' sal0 Fresigent Busn, WNo Calleg Nicaragua's election a
‘'mangate ror peace.'’
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Official Name:
Republic of Venezuela

PROFILE

'. Geography

Area: 912,050 sq. km. (352,143 sq. mi.); about
the size of Texas and Oklahoma combined.
Cities: Capital—Caracas (metropolitan area
pop. est. 4.0 million). Terrain: Varied.
Climate: Varies from tropical to temperate,
depending on elevation.

People

Nationality: Noun and adjective—
Venezielan(s). Population (1986): 17,791,000.
Annual growth rate: 2.7%. Ethnic groups:
Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, Arab, German,
Amerindian, African, Religions: Roman
Catholic 96%, Protestant 2%. Languages:
Spanish (official), Indian dialects spoken by
some of the 200,000 Amerindians in the
remote interior. Education: Years
compulsory—9, Literacy—88.4%. Health:

United States Department of State

Bureau of Public Affairs

Infant mortality rate—27.8/1,000. Life
expectancy—70 yrs. Work foree (about 6
million): Agriculture—15%. Industry and
commerce—35%. Services—26%. Other—24%.

Government

Type: Federal republic, Independence:
July 5, 1821. Constitution: January 23, 1961.

Branches: Ezecutive—president (head of
government and chief of state); 24-member
Council of Ministers (Cabinet). Legislative—
bicameral Congress (200-member Chamber of
Deputies, 47-member Senate). Judicial—
18-member Supreme Court.

Subdivisions: 20 states, 2 federal ter-
ritories, 1 federal district, and a federal
dependence (72 islands). = .

Political parties: Democratic Action
(Accion Democratica—AD), Social Christian
(Comite Organizador Politico pro Elecciones
Independientes—COPEI). Other parties—
minor, which gained representation to the
National Congress Dec. 1983: Movement to
Socialism (Movimiento al Socialismo—MAS);
People’s Electoral Movement (Movimiento
Electoral del Pueblo—MEP); Republican
Democratic Union (Union Republicana
Democratica—URD); New Alternative (Nueva
Alternativa—NA); Movement of the Revolu-

_ tionary Left (Movimiento de Izquierda

Revolucionaria—MIR); Movement of National
Integrity (Movimiento de Integridad

- Nacional—MIN); National Opinion (Opim:m

Nacional—OPINA); and Venezielan Com-
munist Party (Partido Communista de
Venezuela—PCV). Suffrage: Universal and
compulsory over 18.

Central government budget (1985): $13.1
billion.

Flag: Three horizontal bands—yellow,
blue, and red, with a crest in a corner of the
yellow band and a semicircle of seven stars in
the middle of the blue band. The colors come
from the banner flown by Simon Bolivar; the
stars represent the seven provinces.

April 19¢
/ /997

Economy

Real GDP (1985): $50 billion. Real annual
growth rate (1984-85): —0.4%. Real per
capita income: $2,629. Avg. inflation rate
(1985): 11.4%.

Natural resources: Petroleum, natural
gas, coal, iron ore, gold, other minerals,
hydroelectric power, bauxite.

Agriculture (7.4% of GDP): Products—
rice, coffee, corn, sugar, bananas, and dairy
meat, and poultry products. Land—4%.

Industry (19% of GDP): Types—
petrochemicals; oil refining, iron and steel,
[paper products, aluminum, textiles, transpc
equipment, consumer products.

Trade (1985): Exports—$14.2 billion:
petroleum ($12.8 billion), iron ore, coffee,
steel, aluminum, cocoa. Major markets—US
Canada, Italy, Japan, Spain, FRG.
Imports—$7.3 billion: machinery and
transport equipment, manufactured goods,
chemicals, foodstuffs. Major suppliers—US.
Japan, Canada, FRG, France, Italy; Brazil.

Official exchange rate: Preferential—
14.5 bolivares=US$1. In February 1983,
Venezuela adopted a multitiered exchange
rate system. In December 1986, the govern
ment decreed an official exchange rate of 1
per US$1 for specified products and
‘transactions. -

Fiscal year: Calendar year.

Membership in International
Organizations

UN and some of its specialized and related
agencies, including membership in the Sect
ity Council (1986-87); Organization of
American States (OAS); International Coff.
Agreement; Latin American Integration
Association (ALADI); Andean Pact: Rio P:
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Cour
tries (OPEC); Latin American Energy
Organization (OLADE); Latin American St
Reciprocal Petroleum Assistance (ARPEL’
Latin American Economic System (SELA)
Andres Bello Agreement.
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GEOGRAPHY

Venezuela spans the major sea and air
routes linking the northern and southern
parts of the Western Hemisphere. Its
coastline is 2,816 kilometers (1,750 mi.)
on the Caribbean Sea and Atlantic
Ocean. Venezuela also claims the ter-
ritory east of the present boundary to
the Essequibo River, which was
allocated to Guyana by the Arbitral
Award of 1899. .

Venezuela has four distinct
geographic regions:

* The Andes Mountains and adja-
cent hill country in the northwest;

¢ The coastal zone north of the
mountains bordering Lake Maracaibo
and the Caribbean Sea, including the
Orinoco Delta;

o

* The plains or lanos, extending
from the mountains south and east to
the Orinoco River; and

* The Guyana Highlands, a vast
area of high plateaus and rolling plains
south and east of the Orinoco. Angel
Falls, the world’s highest waterfall, is in
this area. :

Although the entire country lies in
the torrid zone, the temperature varies
with the altitude. The lowland coastal
area is hot and humid, as are the inland
river valleys. The highlands generally
are warm during the day and cool at

- night. For most of the country, the rainy

season is from May through November;
the rest of the year is dry. Caracas is
located in a valley at 900 meters (3,000
ft.) and averages 23 °C (74 °F) year
round.

PEOPLE

Most Venezuelans are of European,
Amerindian, and/or African descent. The
most recent influx of European immigra-
tion dates to the early 1950s, when large
numbers of Spanish, Italian, and Por-
tuguese immigrants arrived. The 1981
census showed that 94% of the people
are native born; of the foreign born,
most came from Spain, Italy, Portugal,
Africa, and Colombia. As of 1986, about
17,000 U.S. citizens were living in
Venezuela. Unlike many of its neighbors,
Venezuela does not have a large Amerin-
dian population.

Venezuela is one of the Western
Hemisphere's least densely populated
countries. Most of the population is con-
centrated in the Andes and along the
coast. Although nearly half of the land



lies south and east of the Orinoco

mr. that area contains only 4% of the
population. o .

The annual population increase since
1950 has been about 3.4%. Although it
has declined in recent years to 2.7%, it is
still one of the world’s high_est. The
population is rapidly changing from rural
to urban. In 1936, only 35% of the
population lived in cities and towns of
more than 1,000 inhabitants; today about
80% do. One out of every five Venezue-
lans lives in Caracas.

Social and Economic Issues

Venezuela's wealth is distributed
unevenly, and a significant percentage of
the population has inadequate nutrition,
housing, clothing, and education. These
problems are complicated by the tremen-
dous pressures created by rapid popula-
tion growth. Venezuela doubles its
population about every 20 years; 40%
are under 15 years of age, and 70% are
under 30.

The literacy rate among Venezuelans
15 years of age and older was 88.4% in
1985. The government encourages those
who can read and write to assist those
who cannot by distributing training
materials—books and tapes—throughout
the country.

The first 9 years of primary educa-
tion are compulsory. Of children aged
13-18, 45.9% are enrolled in day or
special evening classes. In addition,
adults are urged to participate in special
night classes conducted at all educational
levels.

Venezuela has 13 public universities,
7 private universities, and 11 private
polytechnic or university institutes.
Total enrollment of university-level
students in 1985 was 388,886, a 75%
increase over 1975.

Until recently, Venezuela’s major
employment problem was a shortage of
skilled workers and managers to operate
what had been a burgeoning and increas-
ingly technological economy. To fill the
gap, Venezuela recruited many skilled
foreign technicians, expanded its
technical education facilities, and sent
Venezuelans abroad for training. With
the economic decline of the past few
years, rising unemployment has dis-
placed the lack of technically qualified
personnel—though still a significant
factor—as the primary manpower
concern.

While an official survey in December
1982 put unemployment at only 7%, by
1985 the official estimate was 12.1%.
Some private sector and labor organiza-
tions put the figure as high as 20%.

Despite the recent contraction of its
economy, Venezuela remains a goal for

immigrants, many of them undocu-
mented, from other Latin American and
Caribbean countries. Industrial wages,
benefits, and working conditions remain
relatively high, an achievement of
Venezuela’s large, disciplined multiparty
labor movement.

HISTORY

Venezuela was discovered by Columbus
in 1498 on his third voyage. It was one
of the first colonies in the New World to
revolt against Spain (1810), but inde-
pendence was not achieved until 1821
under the leadership of Simon Bolivar,
Venezuela’s native son and continental
hero. Venezuela, with what are now
Colombia, Panama, and Ecuador, was
part of the Republic of Gran Colombia
until 1830, when it separated and
became a sovereign state.

Venezuela’s 19th century history is
characterized by frequent periods of
political instability, dictatorial rule, and
revolutionary turbulence. The 20th cen-
tury has been marked by long periods of
authoritarianism—dictatorships of Gen.
Juan Vicente Gomez (1808-35) and Gen.
Marcos Perez Jimenez (1950-58)—as
well as by a democratic interlude,
between 1936 and 1948. Since the over-
throw of Perez Jimenez on January 23,
1958, democratic elections have been
held in 1958, 1963, 1968, 1973, 1978,
and 1983.

Romulo Betancourt (1959-64), of the
Democratic Action Party (AD), became
the first popularly elected president in
Venezuelan history to complete his term
in office. His administration, with the
cooperation of the Democratic Republic
Union (URD) and the country’s second
largest party, the Social Christian Party
(COPEI), embarked upon a path of
development and democracy. President
Betancourt, surviving extremist threats
from rightist military and civilians and
from leftist subversives supported by the
Castro regime of Cuba, modernized the
government and produced numerous
social reforms.

His AD successor, Raul Leoni
(1964-69), consolidated and continued
many of these reforms. However, the
AD-COPEI coalition split, and further
internal AD divisions led to the narrow
victory of Rafael Caldera (1969-74), a
COPEI university professor and interna-
tional labor expert. His March 1969
inauguration marked the country’s first
peaceful transfer of power to a president
from another political party. Among the
initiatives of the Caldera government
was Venezuela’'s entrance into the
Andean Pact.

President Caldera was succeeded b;
AD’s'Carlos Andres Perez, a veteran
party politician and former Betancourt
Interior minister, who won by a landslic
in a field of a dozen candidates. The
Perez administration initiated a huge
government program of industrial
expansion and consolidated state owner
ship of extractive industries, such as
petroleum. With this accomplishment,
Venezuela became a Third World leade:

President Luis Herrera Campins of
the COPEI succeeded Perez in a hotly
contested race in December 1978. Her-
rera ran on a platform of improved
social services and more efficient
government, winning by about 200,000
votes out of 5 million. AD, however,
retained control of the Congress. The
country’s mounting economic ills, follov
ing in the wake of a world recession,
posed the greatest problem to the Her-
rera government. In February 1982,
Herrera instituted currency control
measures which, in effect, devalued the
bolivar. Herrera also led his nation in tt
search for peace in Central America;
Venezuela, in conjunction with Colomb:
Mexico, and Panama, formed the “Con
tadora Group,” whose efforts are aime
at avoiding armed conflict in the regior.

President Jaime Lusinchi of AD wc
the 1983 presidential election with the
largest majority in Venezuela’s 27 year:
of democratic government. The AD
Party retained control of the Congress
with increased majorities in both house
Confronted with falling revenues due t
the declining price of petroleum, the
Lusinchi administration refinanced $22
billion of Venezuela’s $25.5 billion (end
of 1985) external public debt. As a
member of the Contadora Group, the
Lusinchi government maintains the co:
mitment to peace and democratization
Central America.

GOVERNMENT

The constitution, Venezuela’s 26th sinc
independence, guarantees freedom of
religion, speech, and assembly and
assigns substantial economic develop-
ment responsibility to the federal
government.

National elections are held every 5
years in which the president, members
of Congress, and the state legislatures
are elected. The president can be elects
to only one term and may not be
reelected until 10 years after the end ¢
that term. Ex-presidents are life
members of the Senate. Voting is man
datory for all Venezuelan citizens who
are at least 18 years old and who are r
convicts or members of the armed



Aerial view of Caracas.

forces. Generally, more than 80% of
those registered vote. Each political
party has its own ballot with a distine-
tive color and symbol. Elections are
supervised by an independent, federally
appointed electoral commission.

The executive, legislative, and
judicial branches are separate. The presi-
dent has extensive powers, including the
power to appoint the Council of
Ministers (cabinet) and state and ter-

. ritorial governors by decree, without
-eongressional confirmation. State gover-
nors and other officials are considered
part of the national government, though
their powers are limited by their states’
constitutions and elected legislatures.

Legislative responsibility is vested in

. the bicameral Congress, whose principal
powers are the capacity to approve,
alter, or reject the budget and to censure
acts of the executive branch.

Judicial power is exercised by the
Supreme Court of Justice and lower
courts. The nine members and nine alter-
nate judges of the Supreme Court are
elected by Congress for 9-year terms.

In domestic a.ffaii-s, the Venezuelan
Government's goals are to:

® Preserve and protect free and
democratic institutions and to maintain
publie order;

* Strengthen and modernize the
armed forces;

* - Eliminate the socioeconomic con-
ditions which foster crime and to
upgrade law enforcement resources;

* Enforce legal sanctions in cases of
public malfeasance;

* Refinance the external public debt
without generating undesirable effects
on the living standards;

® Decrease the role of the public sec-
tor in the national economy and to
impose strict controls on public
borrowing;

* Reorient the national industrial
base to production of essential goods to
meet basic needs, generate jobs, fight
inflation, and save foreign exchange; and

¢ Improve the physical infrastruc-

ture necessary to an expanded role for
agriculture.

Principal Government Officials

President—Jaime Lusinchi

Ministers

Interior—Jose Angel Ciliberto

Foreign Relations—Simon Alberto
Consalvi

Finance—Manuel Azpurua Arreaza

Defense—Maj. Gen. Jose Rafael Cardozo
Grimaldi

Development—Gustavo Mirabal
Bustillos

Education—Luis Manuel Carbonell

Heaith and Social Welfare—Otto Her-
nandez Peretti

Agriculture and Livestock—Felipe
Gomez Alvarez

Labor—Simon Antoni Pavan

Transport and Communications—Juan
Pedro Del Moral

Justice—Jose Manzo Gonzalez

Energy and Mines—Arturo Hernandez
Grisanti

Environment and Natural Resources—
Guillermo Colmenares Finol

Urban Development—Cesar Quintana
Romero

Youth—Virginia Olivo De Celli

Minister to the Presidency—Carmelo
Lauria Lesseur



Ministers of State

Coordination and Planning—Leopoldo
Carnevali

President of the Venezuelan Investment
Fund—Hector Hurtado

Culture—Paulina Gamus

Science and Technology—Tulio Arends

President of the Venezuelan Corporation
of Guayana—Leopoldo Sucre
Figarella

Basic Production and Coordination of
State Enterprises—Vacant

Governor of the Federal District—
Miguel Angel Contreras Laguado

Ambassador to the United Nations—
Andres Aguilar

Ambassador to the 0AS—Edilberto
Moreno Pena

Ambassador to the United States—
Valentin Hernandez

Venezuela maintains an embassy in
the United States at 2445 Massachusetts
Ave. NW., Washington, D.C. 20008 (tel.
202-797-3800). Consulates general are
in Baltimore, Boston, Chicago, Houston,
Los Angeles, Miami, New Orleans, New
York, Philadelphia, Portland, and San
Francisco. Visas are issued only by
consulates.

POLITICAL CONDITIONS

President Carlos Andres Perez used the
country’s vast new petroleum revenues
to launch an ambitious domestic eco-
nomic expansion program in metallur-
gical, agricultural, petrochemical, and
other fields and placed more than

$5 billion abroad in short-term invest-
ments and development loans and other
such assistance for developing countries.

President Herrera Campins of
COPEI took office in March 1979 with a
Congress in which the opposition AD
party had a plurality. Herrera Campins’
administration was faced with rising
political and social tensions during its
tenure, primarily because of a
national economic downturn, declining
petroleum prices, overseas capital flight,
and rising unemployment. Public discon-
tent resulted in a sweeping victory by
the opposition party candidate Jaime
Lusinchi in December 1983, the largest
electoral landslide since that of Romulo
Gallegos in 1948.

Although the Lusinchi administra-
tion has vigorously attacked the nation’s
social and economic problems, the
continuing deterioration of the world
petroleum market and the nation’s
approximately-$39.billion.debt has
limited the government’s options.

Travel Notes

Customs: US citizens need a tourist card or
visa, a US passport, and a travel ticket valid
for onward passage. Tourist cards may be
obtained from airlines or travel agencies,
visas from the Venezuelan Embassy or a con-
sulate. Business visitors who do not enter
Venezuela on a tourist card or tourist visa
must obtain a solvencia (tax release) before
leaving Venezuela. For information, call
Caracas 35-35-52.

Climate and clothing: Springweight clothing
is appropriate in Caracas, which has an
altitude of a little over 914 m. (3,000 ft.) and
an average temperature of 23 °C (74 °F). The
rainy season is from May to November.
Elsewhere, temperatures vary with altitude,
from a lowland average of 27 °C (80 °F) or
more to below freezing at 4,500 m. (15,000
ft.) or higher.

Health: Medical services are good for most
purposes. Essential medicines are available
locally. Tapwater should be boiled and
vegetables carefully prepared. No immuniza-
tions are required for travelers arriving from
the United States.

Telecommunications: Long-distance
telephone and telegraph sevices are available.
Direct-dial service is available to the United
States and more than 60 other countries.
Venezuela is one standard time zone ahead of
eastern standard time. Venezuela does not
observe daylight saving time.

Transportation: Principal Venezuelan cities
in the interior are connected by air, highway,
and rail with Caracas. Venezuela’s interna-

tional airline has daily flights to several US
cities. Caracas’ Maiquetia Airport has becon
an important international travel center in
the Caribbean. An underground metro syste
serving Caracas is under construction with :
stations in operation. Completion of the
system is scheduled for 1987.

Tourist attractions: Caracas—colonial
Caracas, botanical gardens, many museums.
tours. Outlying areas—colonial Tovar, a Ger
man settlement 48 kilometers (30 mi.) from
Caracas; beautiful cataracts at Canaima
include Angel Falls, the world’s highest;
breathtaking Andean scenery at Merida.

There are two world-class hotels in Caracas
with a total of 1,505 rooms. Several other

hotels are frequently used by international
travelers.

Local holidays: Businesses and the US

Embassy may be closed on the following
holidays:

New Year’s Day Jan.
Carnival Monday and Tuesday befo
Ash Wednesday
Holy Week Thursday and Good Frid
Declaration of Independence April
Labor Day Ma,
Independence Day July
Bolivar’s Birthday July

Day of the Public Functionary September
Columbus Day October
Christmas Day December -

The enthusiastic voter turnout in the
1983 presidential elections and lively
ongoing debate among the political par-
ties are testimony to the strength of
democractic institutions in South
America’sioldest.democracy. Despite
mounting economic and social problems,
Venezuelans have continued to seek
political change through democratic
processes, setting an example for other
nations of the region.

ECONOMY

Venezuela is a major producer and
exporter of oil. A founding member of
the Organization of Petroleum Export-
ing Countries (QPEC)pit plays a key role
in the world oil market. Mexico and
Venezuela have begun granting loans to
Central American and Caribbean Basin
nations on the basis of oil purchased
from both countries. Venezuela is also an

important member of the Latin Ameri
can Energy Organization (OLADE).

In 1985, oil accounted for about 9(
of Venezuela’s total merchandise expo
income, 61% of the government’s
revenues, and some 22% of the gross
domestic product (GDP). The govern-
ment nationalized the industry on
January 1, 1976. Since then, employ-
ment has doubled, income has quad-
rupled, and production of crude oil has
declined.

Crude oil and condensate producti
peaked in 1970 at 3.7 million barrels p.
day (b/d). Production was 1.7 million b
in 1985. The initial decline was due to
government conservation policies and
low investment in exploration and
development. In recent years, howeve
it has been attributable to the weak
world oil market. Venezuela has seven
on-line refineries. These refineries giv
the country a capability of exporting
about one-third of its production as



refined products, position unique
among OPEC members, In 1985,
Venezuela exported about 51% of its
production to the United States.

Venezuela produced 14.9 million
metric tons (MT) of iron ore in 1985.
Exports were 9 million MT; about 2.1
million MT went to the United States.
As of December 1985, iron ore reserves
were estimated at 2.1 billion MT.

Also in 1985, Venezuela’s installed
steel production capacity was 4.8 million
MT. Production was 3 million MT of
ingots and 2.4 million MT of products.
Aluminum production was 396,000 MT
of primary ingots. Installed aluminum
capacity is 400,000,

Agriculture and Industry

Agriculture accounted for 7.4% of GDP
in 1985 (compared to 6.9% in 1984 and
6.8% in 1983) and employed about 15%
of the labor force. Agricultural produc-
tion in 1985 experienced a sharp upturn,
with a total of 1.83 million hectares
devoted to Crops as compared to 1.59
million in both 1984 and 1983. Following
the currency devaluation in Feb

1983, the Venezuelan Government ini-
tiated import controls, restricted
agricultural imports to bulk commodities
for processing, and prohibited most proc-
essed and luxury food items, The United
States continues to be the main supplier
of agricultural products, despite
Venezuela’s policy of diversifying
Sources and seeking trade integration
between Latin American countries. Dur-
ing 1985, U.S. food and agricultural
products sales were $650 million
(f.o.b.)—accounting for more than 509
of total agricultural imports—compared
to $775 and $665 million in 1984 and
1983, respectively. Preliminary 1986
estimates call for U.S. agricultural sales
to decline by about 10%, since the
Venezuelan Government has signaled
that it will continue substituting imports
by sustaining increases in domestic
production.

Venezuela’s agricultural policy was
substantially modified by the Lusinchi
administration, which set out to convert
agriculture into an important sector of
the economy. The main measures taken
to spur production have been increased
producer prices, fertilizer subsidy,
increased crop and livestock production
credit at preferential interest rate, long-
term loans to the private sector to
expand livestock and Crop areas, govern-
ment financed large-scale irrigation, and

inage and other infrastructure
projects.

Venezuela is currently self-sufficient
in rice, corn, tropical fruits, vegetables,
roots, poultry, and pork. Self-sufﬂciency
in sorghum, Sugar, and milk could be
achieved in the short or medium term.
For the foreseeable future, Venezuela
will continue importing oilseeds, protein
meals, and vegetable oils; Coffee and
€0Coa are the traditional export crops,
with tropieal fruits offering new export
opportunities.

Manufacturing grew 3% in 1985 and
accounted for 19% of GDP and, like
agricultural growth, reflected increased
import substitution. Triggered by cur-
rency exchange incentives, export of
Some manufactured items has been
steadily increasing.

Venezuela is one of the top four
hydroelectric power producers in Latin
America. The Guri Dam on the Caroni
River in eastern Venezuela, with an
installed capacity of 525,000 kilowatts of
electricity in late 1968, was expanded to
14.5 million kilowatts by 1982.

GNP and Budget

In 1985, GNP totaled about $50 billion.
GNP decreased slightly in real terms in
1985, continuing the pattern of near-

stagnation apparent since 1978. Per
capita GNP, also on the decline, was
about $2,600. Central government
income in 1985 was $14.4 billion, while
spending was only $13.1 billion,
resulting in a budget surplus of $1.3
billion.

Investment, Currency, and Trade

About 46% of gross fixed investment
came from the private sector in 1984,
and 54% from the government. Public
and private investment dropped to 15%
of GDP in 1984 from about 42% in 1978.

U.S. direct investment in Venezuela
was $1.7 billion at the end of 1984 or
6.1% of the total U.S. investment in
Latin America. Venezuela ranks fifth
after Brazil, Mexico, Panama, and
Argentina in the amount of U.S. invest-
ment. The United States accounts for
the majority of foreign investment in
Venezuela; in 1985, 55% of new invest-
ment came from the United States.

External public debt in December
1985 amounted to $25.5 billion; foreign
exchange reserves totaled $13.8 billion.
The consumer price.index rose 11.4% on
average in 1985, In 1985, about 48% of
Venezuela’s exports went to the United
States, and 47% of its imports came
from the United. States.



¢)

(@

b o

Of the major services, only the
telephone, telegraph, and water supply
are wholly government owned. The
government also owns a steel mill, the
iron ore and the petrochemical indus-
tries, most of the aluminum industries,
one of the two domestic airlines, the
international airline, and a chain of
hotels.

Venezuela is a member of the
Andean Pact and of the Latin American
Integration Association (ALADI), which
replaced the Latin American Free Trade
Association in 1980. Joint Venezuelan
Government-foreign company
investments are handled on a case-by-

case basis and are affected by Andean
Pact guidelines.

DEFENSE

The Venezuelan Armed Forces total
some 58,000 personnel in four service
branches—army, navy (including the
marine corps), and air force—and the
Armed Forces of Cooperation (Fuerzas
Armadas de Cooperacion—FAC), com-
monly known as the National Guard, the
primary mission of which is enforcing
internal security. By the 1970s, the
armed forces had developed into one of
the most modern and professional
among middle-sized Latin American
countries. This advance is attributable to
many factors, the most important of
which is the vast petroleum revenues
available to the government. Also by the
1970s, the military officer had attained a
generally respected position in society as
a well-paid professional and supporter of
the democratic process. Since 1959, the
armed forces have come to reject a
direct role in national politics. In gen-
eral, civil-military relations in Venezuela
are very good, although the military is

beginning to feel the impact of reduced
budgets.

FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Venezuelan Government tradi-
tionally has stated that its international
conduct will be governed by the follow-
ing principles:

* Respect for human rights;

¢ The right of all peoples to
self-determination;

¢ Nonintervention in the internal
affairs of other nations;

* Peaceful settlement of disputes
between nations;

e The right of all peoples to peace
and security;

¢ Support for the elimination of
colonialism; and

® A call for significantly higher
export prices for developing countries’
primary products.

Relations with Guyana are com-
plicated by Venezuela’s claim to the area
up to the Essequibo River, more than
half the present size of Guyana. The
dispute was under discussion by a
Guyana-Venezuela mixed commission
established by a 1966 Geneva agree-
ment. In June 1970, both countries
agreed to a 12-year moratorium on the
issue. Following the expiration of the
Geneva agreement in 1982, the dispute
was, with the concurrence of both par-
ties, referred to the UN Secretary
General for a determination of suitable
means for settlement.

Since 1970, Venezuela and Colombia
have held sporadic talks about the
maritime border in the Gulf of Vene-
zuela. Despite the boundary dispute and
the negative effects that the de facto
devaluation of the bolivar had on the
Colombian economy, relations between
the two countries are good and seem to
be improving, especially in intergovern-
mental cooperation in.controlling:nar-
coties trafficking and guerrilla activities
along their common border.

Under the Perez administration, it
was widely reported that Venezuela pro-
vided materiel support and advice to the
Frente Sandinista de Liberacion (FSLN)
during their struggle to oust Nicaraguan
President Anastasio Somoza Bebayle.
Although Herrera Campins’ administra-
tion led Andean Pact efforts for a
peaceful transition of government in
Nicaragua, it became increasingly disen-
chanted with mounting political repres-
sion under the Sandinistas. Venezuela
joined with Colombia, Mexico, and
Panama to seek a regional solution to
Central America’s problems through the
Contadora process. The Lusinchi govern-
ment has continued this commitment to
Contadora, playing an active role in the
search for democracy and stability in
Central America.

U.S.-VENEZUELAN RELATIONS

The United States and Venezuela share
the objectives of strengthening
democratic institutions; furthering
human rights; accelerating sound
economic, social, and cultural develop-
ment through orderly and progressive
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change within the framework of a free
society; and cooperating in the defens
and security of the Western Hemisphe
against aggression or subversion.

Not only does Venezuela endorse
theoretical goals of democracy, but it
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worked with the United States vigor-
ously to promote democracy and human
rights throughout the hemisphere.
Venezuela has adopted the American
Convention on Human Rights and sup-
ports the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights. Along with the United
States, Venezuela has worked toward
and supported the goals of nuclear non-
proliferation in the hemisphere, conven-
tional arms restraint, antiterrorism, and
the promotion of hemispheric economic
development. Venezuela and the United
States have similar views on the impor-
tance of democratization as a key ele-
ment in a solution to the problems of
Central America.

Venezuela is one of the United
States’ most important Latin American
trading partners and a major supplier of

petroleum and petroleum products to the
United States.

Principal U.S. Officials

Ambassador—Otto J. Reich

Deputy Chief of Mission—Jeffrey
Davidow

Political Counselor—Claus W. Ruser

Economic Counselor—Pierce K. Bullen

Administrative Counselor—Frank M.
Schroeder

Consul General—Don E. Bean

Defense and Air Attache—Col. James
Nugent

Public Affairs Counselor—Guy Farmer

Agricultural Counselor—Lloyd Fleck

Labor Attache—Thomas M. Tonkin

Regional Security Officer—Stephen H.
Jacobs

Consul, Maracaibo—Michael E.
Malinowski

The U.S Embassy in Venezuela is
located at Avenida de Miranda and
Avenida Principal de la Floresta,

Caracas (tel. 284-6111/284-7111). Office
hours are 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday. The consulate in
Maracaibo is in Edificio Sofimara, Piso
3, Calle 77 con Avenida 13 (tel. 84253/
84254/83054/83055). Office hours are
8:00 a.m. to noon and 2:00 p.m. to

4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. B
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JOSE barney Or prazll. HE 15 QuE TO MEBT KAUL ALTONS1n ar Argentina ang otner
L3atln leagers next montn at The Time or nis inauguration,

UESPITE nls LODDYying, FErezZ 1s nQtl CONTrontational 1nh his approacn. He 0oes

NOT Talk apDOutT Gepnt repudlation. (nat SnouLo neLp nim and otner Latin ieagers
geal witn Cregltors, since Tney are not 1n a particulariy strong rinanclal
POS1TION. UL DaNnKs Nave WOrkea narg over The past TWO Years TO reguce thelr gept
EXpOsSuUre ang thus have Tthe upper nang 1n gent negotiations.

Willlam Helaman of TNe rederal UBPOSIT INSUrance LOrporation toLlo TN House

BANKINg LOMMITIEE 13ST WEEK TNAt reglonal uUb DaAnks nave ' ‘put Ttne LuL
LLes5—-gevelopea countries) SITUITION DEN1Ng Tnem.'* BUT Kep. Henry B. bonzalez
W) Oor texas, the commlTige's chalrman, nas calleg ror The BUSh agministration
IO Oevelop 2 poLicy qQUICKLY, anag cnaracrerizeg Ttne Ogeor S1TUATION 85 ' 'A grawing
Cris1s.'’

Wwnat 15 neegea, say many speciallsts, 15 a new approach tnat 11qulgates some

Or tne cnronic puraen Ot 4Qeot Or OEveLloping natlions. Herez says that 1t The geopt
prodlem 15 not settiead soon, TNE SEVEre 2COnOmlc QlTriCUlTIEes Or venezuela,
Brazil, ang mMexiCco coula extenag to otner chuntries.

ECONOM1ST MUrCI0 Says one Of TNE MOST INTEeresting new approaches was one that

appeareg in the wall HUrFEET JOUrnal LAsT WEEK. Written oy rugliger vornpuscn ang
tranco mogligiianl Or TNE MasSSAaChUSETTS INSTITUTE Ot Iechnology, this 15 a pLan
unger wnich aentors WOUlo make payments to Danks In Local currency (pesos, ror
msxance) .

Banks WOUld tnen use tne money TOo Duy LO0C3al BnNIerprises. what Tnese

properties garnea Could De CONYErteo 1NTO QOLLIArs - Or Tne Properties couls De
S0.L0 O NONresigents. AT any rate, 0eDT Payments WOuld NOT Leave The country
olrectiy.

ALTNOUGN DAnNKs wWOuld ODJECT TO TNls, 1L WOULOD DOF DETUEr, ThE TWO ecOonoOmists

say, than 1r Tne gentors nNad To aerault on some Or aill ot thelr payments. ang
arter pernaps a aecage, The money Could DE gOTTen Out.

Uozens Of OTNer OBOT-TELler PLans nave DEen Proposed 1n THe past Tew years.
Une way or anotner, SOmME group Wiil pay Tne rreignt - mosT L1KeLy, taxpayers or
DanKk snarenoigers. +Or most Ot Tne 1YsUs, 1T Nas Deen tne Oentors. (ney are
saying They are in no congltion To O On TN1S Way, especlally 1t economic
CoNO1TIONS TUrN gLioomy TArougn rising 1NTErest rates or a recession,

B1g LAT1N Nations

WNnat they Owe HOW Mmucn or inelr

Uin D1LL10ns Or goLiars) eXport garnings go

TO payments

Argenting »ov.6 4.4z

BOLLIVIA 2./ 44
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Brazll 14U.1 48
Lhile Zu.4 £/
LoLomopla 1/.4 1/
ECURA0r 11T.U 85
MEXICO TU/.4 L8
reru 1v.u s
venezuela 45U L4
b0urce: I1ne worid sank

bRAPHIL: LHLLLUSTration, no caption, ' 'Bilg L3atln Nations'' (aee DELOW) , DHIKRLEY
HUKN — bHiAFF
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TUIH DIURKY Of LEeVeL 1 printec in ruLl rormac.

LOPYrignt (C/ 1Y®Y INE Britlsn Kroadcasting Lorporation;
SUMMAry Ot WOrlOo Broadcasts/ine Moniltoring Keport

Uecemper e, 1v88, rrigay

DELILUN: PEIT 4 [N€ M100LE EAST and LATIN AMErica; 4WUJ. LALLN AMEKILA ANU UIHEKR
LUUNIRLES

PABE: ME/USS6/ 111
LENBIN: 144 waras

HEAULINE:D VENEzuelan vresligent-eLect’'s MEETING WITHN weorge Kusn

BULY S

in a speecn gilven roLiOWing ThNe OTrriclal procilamation Or nhis election as
Preslgent, Larips AnGOres Ferez Salo tnat ne nag neLg a meeting on 14atn
UECEMDRE WITH Ub Hresigent-elect beorge  Husn, Vvenezolana ae
televisioniLaracas) reportea. Anares rerez salg that ey had DEENn aple o
"Tlagentity common Interests, OVErCcOme gltriculties ana agree on rtuture errorcs
TOr TnNe SaKe Or cOo-Operation’’. HE 2000 ' ') MUST STATE trankly tnat i rewurneag
0 VEnezuela SatlsSTieq and contligent wilth Tthe Splrlt ot ungerstanging . . . that
i percelveg rraom tne man wno WILL assume tne us presigency in a rew gays. "’
‘'HEreZ 300€0 TNAT VEeNnezZuela ang Latln AMerica woulo nave a trrienag 1in begrge
BUSN " "WNO WILL TalK WITH 8 W1Lllingness to pecome cLoser: .
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BuUsn TOLO vornan and OTNer HOUSE REPUDLICANS WNO had Deen active 1n nis
Campalgn tnat ne would not appoint tnem to nign-ievel JODS DECAUSE ne aoes hot

Want to OEpLETe The party’'s STrengtn 1n Longress, a Transition Spokesman salg
tuesaay.

"oEYEral Or TnNe VICe presigent's many rrienas 1n Longress nave 1nalcatea a
Wllllngness TO SErve 1n nis AOMINISTration," Transition vress neECretary osneiia
18TE sala. "HOwever, Tneir dappolntment wWould mean TNe 10ss ot sTrong supporters
on tne Hill WNOSe nNeLp tne Freslient—-gLlect neeas 1n The montns aneaq.”

BUSN'S SUrprise announcement not TO PUT meEmDers oOr Longress in nis Laninet

won pralse trom several bUM congressmen, 1NCLUGING UOrhan, WNO had oeen reportea
as One Of Tne leagding congressional CONTENders tor an appolntment. ine declsion,
$310 uornan, makes gooo Sense DECAUSE KepublLlcans, alreagy 1n Tne minority in
N HOUSe, Cannot arrorg Tt0 riSK L0S1ng any Seats. He angea That ne would oe
"proug ang nappy” TO remaln 1n LOngress and WOrk narg ror The hew Presioents
iegislative agenga.

ady5 BUSH Lkrrea

AT LEAST One congressman, nowever, suggested that sush naa erreq. "My OwWn
personal reeLing was that a rormer memper Or Longress coulo De very neLprul to a
Freslgent 1n lODDY1Ng Witn The mempers tnat TNEy nave Serveg with,” sald Kep.

bUy V. MOLINArl (K-N.Y.}, WNO Nac DEen NOPing tOr The |ransportation bepartment
joo.

in ract, bUsSn may nave nadg OTnNer mOTiVES atl Least partliy 1n mina, a senior

alde 5al0. Uesplte The proressea Worry about Weakening tne party in tne House,
dll DUT ONE Of TNE bLUF CONgressmen WNOSe names hnave Deen mentioneg ror Laninet
S1OTS are rrom “sare” Kepubiican Ol5TriCrs TNAat COULO DE EXpecred to Seno up
REpuplican repilacements.

wnat may nave Oeen 1mportant 1S Thnat aill the wur congressmen are wnite ana,

Dy OeTINITION, Wasnington 1NS10Brs. H1S NEW DIanket Oecl510n provioes Bush a
Tace-saving way Of Dypassing Them lh tavor Of nonaring nis pieage to hame
mempers of mMinOrity groups anag Peopie from QuTS10e WAsNINgTon TO The LAninet,
tne alge acknowleoged.

Busn 015CuUsSeqd Tne supject Or DLACK appolntees whnen he met tugsgay arternoon
W1Tn King, One or a8 Series or meerings ne nas neen nNaving Witn pDLack Leaders.

"WE 0On'T 01Sagree on the goals,” KIng TOLO reporters arter thne meeting,

2001Ng TNAT SNE pians IO "00 all | Can IO hNelp LeOrge BUSN® TtULltlll ner late
NUSDana's aream Of ELIMINATING TNE "TNree eviLis Of racism, pPOvErty ang war."
WN1le sne ang susSh TAlkeo aDOUT Naming 2 DLACK LADINET memper, tney alg hot

g15CuUss any names, King said.

une leaoing oiack coOntenger ror a Laplnet post 1S ur. Louls bulilvan,

presigent or MOrenouse HCNoOoL Or MegICcIne 1n ATLanta. He 15 peing activeLy
pusneg as a pOsSS1DLe SeCretary Ot Nealtn andg numan services.

in agoltion TO uornan ang moLinari, mEmMDErs Ot LONgress who nag peen

consigered possioie LaD1NET SELECTIONS 1NCLUORO REPS. JONN FAUL HaAMMErsCcnmiot ot
Arkansas, Wilgely touteo as a canaigate tor secretary or Tne new uepartment or
vereran Arrairs; Lynn martin or 111ingls, Bl1LlLl Lragison or unio, 10om rRigge ar
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FENNSYLYania and t. 1n0mas LoLeman or missouril.

vogrnan, 53, STrESSEd ThAT BUSN'S action SnNoUld NOT DE Seen as a Siap 1n tne
race To Republlcan CcOnservatlves, WNO WOrKea narg tor nis election ang expect to
De represented In thne new Aaministratlion.

‘FOINT man ror tne eresigent’

"AS TOP meg, 1| W1ll CONCENTrate On Deing a pPolnt man ror Tne Hreslaent 1in

Langress, on 1s5s5Ues L1Ke arms control, narcotics policies, Alub ang the
gericic.”

vornan also 5ald ThAt ne eXpects to rise 1n Tne ranks. He expressea
conrigence tnat Ne Wlll DE apPpoOINTed To a Seat on the powerrul House armea
DEFVICES LOMMITTEE NEXT MONTN, ang recentiy wWas BLECTLea chalrman or the
inriuentlial KepuDLican oLTuay Lonrerence, a poLicy arm Of HOUSE CONnsServatives.

INESE NEW leagersnip responsinlillties Suggest tnat uornan mignt De evolving

Into less Or an l0eoLogical rireorana, a role ne previously nas playeo witn
gusto. However, 1n a i1uesgay 1Interview, ne Serveog warning tnat his Creqentialts
85 One ot Longress’ mosST DUTSPOKEN CONSEervatives are STill 1NTAact.

ASKEO ADOUT TNe ALUS POLICIES Ne WOULD pPromote as cnalrman Ot THe Repupiican
STUGY LONTErence, ror exampie, UOrnan sald: "JUST L1KE We have to 00 sometning
On TNe gemand S10E Of harcotlics, We nave TO 00 SOMeTtning On tne gemana Slge of
AlUb. we nave TO STOP QLOritying nomosexuallty as a Llte 5TYLe. unsanitary,
g1rty Sex ang unsanitary, Olrty Needles nave Created LRe QreatEst neaLth crisis
or our time."

vornan was one or ThNe rirst COnServatlves To enaorse KUsn's presiaentlal

canaligacy, campaigning ror nim as early as 1Y8>. tYEntually, uornan stumpea ror
BUSN 1N 3$4 StTates.

"INErE Were reW pEOpLE WNO WOrKeo as nara ror susn as soD 010, salg a

Lransition source. "Ang 1n TN1S DUSINESS, TNAat's NOT tOrgotien. HEe Was very
i0yal o TNeE vice presiaent.”

ATTIEr Tne eilection, vOrnan made no Secret Or N1S amblTions. UNLIKE most
as5plrants ror presigential appointments, nNe SPOKe Trankiy o The news megla.

“ing Oniy JO0D 1 want 1s arug czar,” ne salg 1n one 1nterview, rererring to

tne new post Or national 4drug poLicy Olrector createg oy Longress. "My main snot
1S The man (susSn) nimseltr. L'm SO mucnh CLOSEr TO nim tnan L ever got TOo Reagan.”

AT One polnt, vornan even promoteg nis cCanalgacy Over anotner rumoreg --

aLTnougn uniikely -- contenger ror arug <zar, LOS Angeles rollce uhler uaryl r.
bates. ine cnhier, ne salg, "1s a rrieng, 3 Quailty person, DUT | OON'T SEE 1T as
4 law enrorcement joo.”

YET EVEN DETOrE BUSN made n1s OeC1S10n TO eXCclude Kepupilcan mempers ar

Longress rrom nign-lievel appointments, uornan 5a3alg ne CoOncClugeo tnat DElng orug
Czar mignt not DE sucn a gooo 10dea. HE NOTEd That nis wire, bLaiile, naq opposea
tne move, calling tne post “a magniticent Opportunity to rall miseraoLy.”
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"1'YE never peen comrortanie Witn Thne worg ‘c¢zar,' “ uornan agaeg. “iv's

geriveo trom TNe worg Cuaesar,' ana The gerivations are "CZar, * 'Kalser' ano
‘snan.’ uLaesar was STanbed Dy a COouple OF a0zZen senators. 1he kalser ahg uzar

M1CNOLAS OlON'T Tare TOO Well, ang Tne SNan wWas K1CKed aroung trom country to
country. "

NOW That a presinential appoiniment nas DEen ruleg out, pornan salo he askea

BUSH tOF nis Support 1 gaining a sSeat DN TNe HOUSE ArmMes Lervices Lommittee.
paring a monoay nignt conversation Wiln susn, ne sald, fie askeda the
Freslgent-elect To pUut 1n 3 OO0 WOrg tOf nim W1Ttn Rep. RODert H. miched
IK=1ill.J, TNE HOUSE MINOrlty ieader. KEpUDL1ICANS are exXpectedg to Oeclde next
monTn Wnich new mempers Will D€ appolnted to the committee.

“HE LBUSN) 5310 ne WouLd ansolutely neip. . . . HE 5314, ‘1 Want you to oe
ohe ar my point speakers,” “ uorhan sailg. ’

-BRAMHIL: MNOTO, LNO1CES —-— LEOrgGE BUSh a5 ne COﬂTbFPEU WITth LOretta HCOoTt Ring

about tne appointment Ot DLACKS TO regeral posts. un angther tront, BUsh
geclineg TO appolnt KEp. KRODENT vornan to 8 JoD 1n arger o KEER Tne riery
conservatlve 1in Longress. BeRNIE BULIUN /7 LOS Ahgeles 11mes

aUBJELIS PULLITILAL APPULNIMENtD; BUbH, BEURLES LUNBREDY W.0.J 3 ALWULIRED LRMMUNE
Uk LULIENLY DYNUKUME; DURNAN, RUBER! K; UNLIED LIAIED =— LUVYERNMEN! UFF LLLIALDS
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Carlos Andres PEREZ ' VENEZUELA
(Phonetic: PEHrehs) '

President (since February 1989)

Addressed as: Mr. President

A well-known international figure, Carlos
Andres Perez is serving his second term as
President (the first was during 1974-79). An ardent
nationalist and Third World advocate, he is a
strong spokesman for Latin American interests.
Trying to get his administration off to a fast start,
Perez announced a program of economic reforms
and austerity measures a few months after taking
office. The economic package touched off violent
riots and labor strife, however, engendering
substantial public criticism of his program. He has
defended his measures as necessary and is sticking.
with them despite mounting political pressure.
Perez has instituted three economic relief programs: unemployment insurance, subsidies to . .
low-income families of schoolchildren, and a ' major public works package.

Perez continues to pursue a leadership role abroad. His publicized agenda includes
reviving OPEC, mediating solutions to Central American crises, and promoting a deal for
repayment of Latin American foreign debts. Less than a week after his election, he traveled
to the Middle East to promote an OPEC summit and to the United States to meet with then
President-elect Bush. He was involved in multilateral efforts to bring democracy to Panama,
calling on the Organization of American States to protest the actions of military strongman
Manuel Noriega, but has publicly condemned the US action in Panama.

Perez has expressed concern about economic dominance by industrialized nations, and
during his first presidency he worked to use Venezuela’s oil reserves to increase his country’s
independence. To that end, he nationalized the oil industry. He has said that the main threat

to democracy is poverty, which he has pledged to eliminate by a more equitable distribution
of the oil income.

Perez was born on 27 October 1922, the same year that Venezuela’s oil boom began.
He identifies strongly with his country and perceives a parallel between what he sees as its
oil-ordained destiny and his own future. He has been widely described in press articles as a
populist who sees himself ds the chief defender of the hopes of the Venezuelan pedple.

From an early age Perez has lived for politics. In 1941, while studying for a degree at
the Central University of Venezuela, he helped found the Democratic Action Party (AD),
along with fellow political activist Romulo Betancourt. Four years later, Perez ended his
studies—a year short of earning a law degree—when Betancourt became President in a
coup. Perez served as Betancourt’s private secretary and later as secretary of the Council of
Ministers. He was also an AD member of Congress. In 1948 the military overthrew
Betancourt’s democratically elected successor; it remained in power for a decade. During
this period, Perez lived in exile in Cuba and Costa Rica. On his return to Venezuela he
returned to Congress. In the early 1960s he was also director general in the Interior

Ministry and later Minister. He was AD secrétary general from 1963 until his election as
President in 1974, :

Married to the former Blanca Rodriguez, Perez has six children.

7 February 1990
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Official Name:
Republic of Venezuela

PROFILE

Geography

Area: 912,050 sq. km. (352,143 sq. mi.); about
the size of Texas and Oklahoma combined.
Cities: Capital—Caracas (metropolitan area
pop. est. 4.0 million). Terrain: Varied.
Climate: Varies from tropical to temperate,
depending on elevation.

People

Nationality: Noun and adjective—
Venezuelan(s). Population (1986): 17,791,000.
Annual growth rate: 2.7%. Ethnic groups:
Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, Arab, German,
Amerindian, African. Religions: Roman
Catholic 96%, Protestant 2%. Languages:
Spanish (official), Indian dialects spoken by
some of the 200,000 Amerindians in the
remote interior. Education: Years
compulsory—9. Literacy—88.4%. Health:

United States Department of State

Bureau of Public Affairs

Infant mortality rate—27.3/1,000. Life
expectancy—T0 yrs. Work force (about 6
million): Agriculture—15%. Industry and
commerce—35%. Services—26%. Other—24%.

Government

Type: Federal republic. Independence:
July 5, 1821. Constitution: January 23, 1961.

Branches: Erecutive—president (head of
government and chief of state); 24-member
Council of Ministers (Cabinet). Legislative—
bicameral Congress (200-member Chamber of
Deputies, 47-member Senate). Judicial—
18-member Supreme Court.

Subdivisions: 20 states, 2 federal ter-
ritories, 1 federal district, and a federal
dependence (72 islands).

Political parties: Democratic Action
(Accion Democratica—AD), Social Christian
(Comite Organizador Politico pro Elecciones
Independientes—COPEI). Other parties—
minor, which gained representation to the
National Congress Dec. 1983: Movement to
Socialism (Movimiento al Socialismo—MAS);
People’s Electoral Movement (Movimiento
Electoral del Pueblo—MEP); Republican
Democratic Union (Union Republicana
Democratica—URD); New Alternative (Nueva
Alternativa—NA); Movement of the Revolu-
tionary Left (Movimiento de Izquierda
Revolucionaria—MIR); Movement of National
Integrity (Movimiento de Integridad
Nacional—MIN); National Opinion (Opinion
Nacional—OPINA); and Venezuelan Com-
munist Party (Partido Communista de
Venezuela—PCV). Suffrage: Universal and
compulsory over 18.

Central government budget (1985): $13.1
billion.

Flag: Three horizontal bands—yellow,
blue, and red, with a crest in a corner of the
yellow band and a semicircle of seven stars in
the middle of the blue band. The colors come
from the banner flown by Simon Bolivar; the
stars represent the seven provinces.

April 1987

Economy

Real GDP (1985): $50 billion. Real annual
growth rate (1984-85): -0.4%. Real per
capita income: $2,629. Avg. inflation rate
(1985): 11.4%.

Natural resources: Petroleum, natural
gas, coal, iron ore, gold, other minerals,
hydroelectric power, bauxite.

Agriculture (7.4% of GDP): Products—
rice, coffee, corn, sugar, bananas, and dairy,
meat, and poultry products. Land—4%.

Industry (19% of GDP): Types—
petrochemicals, oil refining, iron and steel,
paper products, aluminum, textiles, transport
equipment, consumer products.

Trade (1985): Exports—$14.2 billion:
petroleum ($12.8 billion), iron ore, coffee,
steel, aluminum, cocoa. Major markets—US,
Canada, Italy, Japan, Spain, FRG.
Imports—$17.3 billion: machinery and
transport equipment, manufactured goods,
chemicals, foodstuffs. Major suppliers—US,
Japan, Canada, FRG, France, Italy, Brazil.

Official exchange rate: Preferential—
14.5 bolivares=US$1. In February 1983,
Venezuela adopted a multitiered exchange
rate system. In December 1986, the govern-
ment decreed an official exchange rate of 14.5
per US$1 for specified products and
transactions.

Fiscal year: Calendar year.

Membership in International
Organizations

UN and some of its specialized and related
agencies, including membership in the Secur-
ity Council (1986-87); Organization of
American States (OAS); International Coffee
Agreement; Latin American Integration
Association (ALADI); Andean Pact; Rio Pact;
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC); Latin American Energy
Organization (OLADE); Latin American State
Reciprocal Petroleum Assistance (ARPEL);
Latin American Economic System (SELA);
Andres Bello Agreement.
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GEOGRAPHY

Venezuela spans the major sea and air
routes linking the northern and southern
parts of the Western Hemisphere. Its
coastline is 2,816 kilometers (1,750 mi.)
on the Caribbean Sea and Atlantic
Ocean. Venezuela also claims the ter-
ritory east of the present boundary to
the Essequibo River, which was
allocated to Guyana by the Arbitral
Award of 1899.

Venezuela has four distinct
geographic regions:

* The Andes Mountains and adja-
cent hill country in the northwest;

® The coastal zone north of the
mountains bordering Lake Maracaibo

and the Caribbean Sea, including the
Orinoco Delta;

<

¢ The plains or llanos, extending
from the mountains south and east to
the Orinoco River; and

¢ The Guyana Highlands, a vast
area of high plateaus and rolling plains
south and east of the Orinoco. Angel
Falls, the world’s highest waterfall, is in
this area.

Although the entire country lies in
the torrid zone, the temperature varies
with the altitude. The lowland coastal
area is hot and humid, as are the inland
river valleys. The highlands generally
are warm during the day and cool at
night. For most of the country, the rainy
season is from May through November;
the rest of the year is dry. Caracas is
located in a valley at 900 meters (3,000
ft.) and averages 23 °C (74 °F) year
round.

PEOPLE

Most Venezuelans are of European,
Amerindian, and/or African descent. The
most recent influx of European immigra-
tion dates to the early 1950s, when large
numbers of Spanish, Italian, and Por-
tuguese immigrants arrived. The 1981
census showed that 94% of the people
are native born; of the foreign born,
most came from Spain, Italy, Portugal,
Africa, and Colombia. As of 1986, about
17,000 U.S. citizens were living in
Venezuela. Unlike many of its neighbors,
Venezuela does not have a large Amerin-
dian population.

Venezuela is one of the Western
Hemisphere’s least densely populated
countries. Most of the population is con-
centrated in the Andes and along the
coast. Although nearly half of the land




ea lies south and east of the Orinoco
?{I;ver. that area contains only 4% of the
population. o )

The annual population increase since

1950 has been about 3.4%. Although it -
has declined in recent years to 2.7%, it is
still one of the world’s high.est. The
population is rapidly changing from rural
to urban. In 1936, only 35% of the
population lived in cities and towns of
more than 1,000 inhabitants; today about
80% do. One out of every five Venezue-
lans lives in Caracas.

Social and Economic Issues

Venezuela’s wealth is distributed
unevenly, and a significant percentage of
the population has inadequate nutrition,
housing, clothing, and education. These
problems are complicated by the tremen-
dous pressures created by rapid popula-
tion growth. Venezuela doubles its
population about every 20 years; 40%
are under 15 years of age, and 70% are
under 30.

The literacy rate among Venezuelans
15 years of age and older was 88.4% in
1985. The government encourages those
who can read and write to assist those
who cannot by distributing training
materials—books and tapes—throughout
the country.

The first 9 years of primary educa-
tion are compulsory. Of children aged
13-18, 45.9% are enrolled in day or
special evening classes. In addition,
adults are urged to participate in special
night classes conducted at all educational
levels.

Venezuela has 13 public universities,
7 private universities, and 11 private
polytechnic or university institutes.
Total enrollment of university-level
students in 1985 was 388,886, a 75%
increase over 1975.

Until recently, Venezuela’s major
employment problem was a shortage of
skilled workers and managers to operate
what had been a burgeoning and increas-
ingly technological economy. To fill the
gap, Venezuela recruited many skilled
foreign technicians, expanded its
technical education facilities, and sent
Venezuelans abroad for training. With
the economic decline of the past few
years, rising unemployment has dis-
placed the lack of technically qualified
personnel—though still a significant
factor—as the primary manpower
concern.

While an official survey in December
1982 put unemployment at only 7%, by
1985 the official estimate was 12.1%.
Spme private sector and labor organiza-
tions put the figure as high as 20%.

Despite the recent contraction of its
economy, Venezuela remains a goal for

immigrants, many of them undocu-
mented, from other Latin American and
Caribbean countries. Industrial wages,
benefits, and working conditions remain
relatively high, an achievement of
Venezuela’s large, disciplined multiparty
labor movement.

HISTORY

Venezuela was discovered by Columbus
in 1498 on his third voyage. It was one
of the first colonies in the New World to
revolt against Spain (1810), but inde-
pendence was not achieved until 1821
under the leadership of Simon Bolivar,
Venezuela’s native son and continental
hero. Venezuela, with what are now
Colombia, Panama, and Ecuador, was
part of the Republic of Gran Colombia
until 1830, when it separated and
became a sovereign state.

Venezuela’s 19th century history is
characterized by frequent periods of
political instability, dictatorial rule, and
revolutionary turbulence. The 20th cen-
tury has been marked by long periods of
authoritarianism—dictatorships of Gen.
Juan Vicente Gomez (1908-35) and Gen.
Marcos Perez Jimenez (1950-58)—as
well as by a democratic interlude,
between 1936 and 1948. Since the over-
throw of Perez Jimenez on January 23,
1958, democratic elections have been
held in 1958, 1963, 1968, 1973, 1978,
and 1983.

Romulo Betancourt (1959-64), of the
Democratic Action Party (AD), became
the first popularly elected president in
Venezuelan history to complete his term
in office. His administration, with the
cooperation of the Democratic Republic
Union (URD) and the country’s second
largest party, the Social Christian Party
(COPEI), embarked upon a path of
development and democracy. President
Betancourt, surviving extremist threats
from rightist military and civilians and
from leftist subversives supported by the
Castro regime of Cuba, modernized the
government and produced numerous
social reforms.

His AD successor, Raul Leoni
(1964-69), consolidated and continued
many of these reforms. However, the
AD-COPEI coalition split, and further
internal AD divisions led to the narrow
victory of Rafael Caldera (1969-74), a
COPEI university professor and interna-
tional labor expert. His March 1969
inauguration marked the country’s first
peaceful transfer of power to a president
from another political party. Among the
initiatives of the Caldera government
was Venezuela’s entrance into the
Andean Pact.

President Caldera was succeeded by
AD’s Carlos Andres Perez, a veteran
party politician and former Betancourt
interior minister, who won by a landslide
in a field of a dozen candidates. The
Perez administration initiated a huge
government program of industrial
expansion and consolidated state owner-
ship of extractive industries, such as
petroleum. With this accomplishment,
Venezuela became a Third World leader.

President Luis Herrera Campins of
the COPEI succeeded Perez in a hotly
contested race in December 1978. Her-
rera ran on a platform of improved
social services and more efficient
government, winning by about 200,000
votes out of 5 million. AD, however,
retained control of the Congress. The
country’s mounting economic ills, follow-
ing in the wake of a world recession,
posed the greatest problem to the Her-
rera government. In February 1982,
Herrera instituted currency control
measures which, in effect, devalued the
bolivar. Herrera also led his nation in the
search for peace in Central America;
Venezuela, in conjunction with Colombia,
Mexico, and Panama, formed the “Con-
tadora Group,” whose efforts are aimed
at avoiding armed conflict in the region.

President Jaime Lusinchi of AD won
the 1983 presidential election with the
largest majority in Venezuela’s 27 years
of democratic government. The AD
Party retained control of the Congress
with increased majorities in both houses.
Confronted with falling revenues due to
the declining price of petroleum, the
Lusinchi administration refinanced $22.2
billion of Venezuela’s $25.5 billion (end
of 1985) external public debt. As a
member of the Contadora Group, the
Lusinchi government maintains the com-
mitment to peace and democratization in
Central America.

GOVERNMENT

The constitution, Venezuela’s 26th since
independence, guarantees freedom of
religion, speech, and assembly and
assigns substantial economic develop-
ment responsibility to the federal
government.

National elections are held every 5
years in which the president, members
of Congress, and the state legislatures
are elected. The president can be elected
to only one term and may not be
reelected until 10 years after the end of
that term. Ex-presidents are life
members of the Senate. Voting is man-
datory for all Venezuelan citizens who
are at least 18 years old and who are not
convicts or members of the armed



Aerial view of Caracas.

forces. Generally, more than 80% of
those registered vote. Each political
party has its own ballot with a distinc-
tive color and symbol. Elections are
supervised by an independent, federally
appointed electoral commission.

The executive, legislative, and
judicial branches are separate. The presi-
dent has extensive powers, including the
power to appoint the Council of
Ministers (cabinet) and state and ter-
ritorial governors by decree, without
congressional confirmation. State gover-
nors and other officials are considered
part of the national government, though
their powers are limited by their states’
constitutions and elected legislatures.

Legislative responsibility is vested in
the bicameral Congress, whose principal
powers are the capacity to approve,
alter, or reject the budget and to censure
acts of the executive branch.

Judicial power is exercised by the
Supreme Court of Justice and lower
courts. The nine members and nine alter-
nate judges of the Supreme Court are
elected by Congress for 9-year terms.

In domestic affairs, the Venezuelan
Government’s goals are to:

* Preserve and protect free and
democratic institutions and to maintain
public order;

¢ Strengthen and modernize the
armed forces;

¢ Eliminate the socioeconomic con-
ditions which foster crime and to
upgrade law enforcement resources;

* Enforce legal sanctions in cases of
public malfeasance;

* Refinance the external public debt
without generating undesirable effects
on the living standards;

* Decrease the role of the public sec-
tor in the national economy and to
impose strict controls on public
borrowing;

* Reorient the national industrial
base to production of essential goods to
meet basic needs, generate jobs, fight
inflation, and save foreign exchange; and

* Improve the physical infrastruc-
ture necessary to an expanded role for
agriculture.

Principal Government Officials

President—Jaime Lusinchi

Ministers

Interior—Jose Angel Ciliberto

Foreign Relations—Simon Alberto
Consalvi

Finance—Manuel Azpurua Arreaza

Defense—Maj. Gen. Jose Rafael Cardozo
Grimaldi

Development—Gustavo Mirabal
Bustillos

Education—Luis Manuel Carbonell

Health and Social Welfare—Otto Her-
nandez Peretti

Agriculture and Livestock—Felipe
Gomez Alvarez

Labor—Simon Antoni Pavan

Transport and Communications—Juan
Pedro Del Moral

Justice—Jose Manzo Gonzalez

Energy and Mines—Arturo Hernandez
Grisanti

Environment and Natural Resources—
Guillermo Colmenares Finol

Urban Development—Cesar Quintana
Romero

Youth—Virginia Olivo De Celli

Minister to the Presidency—Carmelo
Lauria Lesseur




Ministers of State

Coordination and Planning—Leopoldo
Carnevali

President of the Venezuelan Investment
Fund—Hector Hurtado

Culture—Paulina Gamus

Science and Technology—Tulio Arends

President of the Venezuelan Corporation
of Guayana—Leopoldo Sucre
Figarella

Basic Production and Coordination of
State Enterprises—Vacant

Governor of the Federal District—
Miguel Angel Contreras Laguado

Ambassador to the United Nations—
Andres Aguilar

Ambassador to the 0AS—Edilberto
Moreno Pena

Ambassador to the United States—
Valentin Hernandez

Venezuela maintains an embassy in
the United States at 2445 Massachusetts
Ave. NW., Washington, D.C. 20008 (tel.
202-797-3800). Consulates general are
in Baltimore, Boston, Chicago, Houston,
Los Angeles, Miami, New Orleans, New
York, Philadelphia, Portland, and San
Francisco. Visas are issued only by
consulates.

POLITICAL CONDITIONS

President Carlos Andres Perez used the
country’s vast new petroleum revenues
to launch an ambitious domestic eco-
nomic expansion program in metallur-
gical, agricultural, petrochemical, and
other fields and placed more than

$5 billion abroad in short-term invest-
ments and development loans and other
such assistance for developing countries.

President Herrera Campins of
COPEI took office in March 1979 with a
Congress in which the opposition AD
party had a plurality. Herrera Campins’
administration was faced with rising
political and social tensions during its
tenure, primarily because of a
national economic downturn, declining
petroleum prices, overseas capital flight,
and rising unemployment. Public discon-
tent resulted in a sweeping victory by
the opposition party candidate Jaime
Lusinchi in December 1983, the largest
electoral landslide since that of Romulo
Gallegos in 1948.

Although the Lusinchi administra-
tion has vigorously attacked the nation’s
social and economic problems, the
continuing deterioration of the world
petroleum market and the nation’s
approximately $39 billion debt has
limited the government’s options.

Travel Notes

Customs: US citizens need a tourist card or
visa, a US passport, and a travel ticket valid
for onward passage. Tourist cards may be
obtained from airlines or travel agencies,
visas from the Venezuelan Embassy or a con-
sulate. Business visitors who do not enter
Venezuela on a tourist card or tourist visa
must obtain a solvencia (tax release) before
leaving Venezuela. For information, call
Caracas 35-35-52.

Climate and clothing: Springweight clothing
is appropriate in Caracas, which has an
altitude of a little over 914 m. (3,000 ft.) and
an average temperature of 23 °C (74 °F). The
rainy season is from May to November.
Elsewhere, temperatures vary with altitude,
from a lowland average of 27 °C (80 °F) or
more to below freezing at 4,500 m. (15,000
ft.) or higher.

Health: Medical services are good for most
purposes. Essential medicines are available
locally. Tapwater should be boiled and
vegetables carefully prepared. No immuniza-
tions are required for travelers arriving from
the United States.

Telecommunications: Long-distance
telephone and telegraph sevices are available.
Direct-dial service is available to the United
States and more than 60 other countries.
Venezuela is one standard time zone ahead of
eastern standard time. Venezuela does not
observe daylight saving time.

Transportation: Principal Venezuelan cities
in the interior are connected by air, highway,
and rail with Caracas. Venezuela’s interna-

tional airline has daily flights to several US
cities. Caracas’ Maiquetia Airport has become
an important international travel center in
the Caribbean. An underground metro system
serving Caracas is under construction with 14
stations in operation. Completion of the
system is scheduled for 1987.

Tourist attractions: Caracas—colonial
Caracas, botanical gardens, many museums,
tours. Outlying areas—colonial Tovar, a Ger-
man settlement 48 kilometers (30 mi.) from
Caracas; beautiful cataracts at Canaima
include Angel Falls, the world’s highest;
breathtaking Andean scenery at Merida.

There are two world-class hotels in Caracas
with a total of 1,505 rooms. Several other

hotels are frequently used by international
travelers.

Local holidays: Businesses and the US

Embassy may be closed on the following
holidays:

New Year’s Day Jan. 1
Carnival Monday and Tuesday before
Ash Wednesday
Holy Week Thursday and Good Friday
Declaration of Independence April 19
Labor Day May 1
Independence Day July 5
Bolivar’s Birthday July 24

Day of the Public Functionary ~September 24
Columbus Day October 12
Christmas Day December 25

The enthusiastic voter turnout in the
1983 presidential elections and lively
ongoing debate among the political par-
ties are testimony to the strength of
democractic institutions in South
America’s oldest democracy. Despite
mounting economic and social problems,
Venezuelans have continued to seek
political change through democratic
processes, setting an example for other
nations of the region.

ECONOMY

Venezuela is a major producer and
exporter of oil. A founding member of
the Organization of Petroleum Export-
ing Countries (OPEC), it plays a key role
in the world oil market. Mexico and
Venezuela have begun granting loans to
Central American and Caribbean Basin
nations on the basis of oil purchased
from both countries. Venezuela is also an

important member of the Latin Ameri-
can Energy Organization (OLADE).

In 1985, oil accounted for about 90%
of Venezuela’s total merchandise exports
income, 61% of the government’s
revenues, and some 22% of the gross
domestic product (GDP). The govern-
ment nationalized the industry on
January 1, 1976. Since then, employ-
ment has doubled, income has quad-
rupled, and production of crude oil has
declined.

Crude oil and condensate production
peaked in 1970 at 3.7 million barrels per
day (b/d). Production was 1.7 million b/d
in 1985. The initial decline was due to
government conservation policies and
low investment in exploration and
development. In recent years, however,
it has been attributable to the weak
world oil market. Venezuela has seven
on-line refineries. These refineries give
the country a capability of exporting
about one-third of its production as



refined products, a position unique
among OPEC members. In 1985,
Venezuela exported about 51% of its
production to the United States.

Venezuela produced 14.9 million
metric tons (MT) of iron ore in 1985.
Exports were 9 million MT; about 2.1
million MT went to the United States.
As of December 1985, iron ore reserves
were estimated at 2.1 billion MT.

Also in 1985, Venezuela’s installed
steel production capacity was 4.8 million
MT. Production was 3 million MT of
ingots and 2.4 million MT of products.
Aluminum production was 396,000 MT
of primary ingots. Installed aluminum
capacity is 400,000.

Agriculture and Industry

Agriculture accounted for 7.4% of GDP
in 1985 (compared to 6.9% in 1984 and
6.8% in 1983) and employed about 15%
of the labor force. Agricultural produc-
tion in 1985 experienced a sharp upturn,
with a total of 1.83 million hectares
devoted to crops as compared to 1.59
million in both 1984 and 1983, Following
the currency devaluation in February
1983, the Venezuelan Government ini-
tiated import controls, restricted
agricultural imports to bulk commodities
for processing, and prohibited most proc-
essed and luxury food items. The United
States continues to be the main supplier
of agricultural products, despite
Venezuela’s policy of diversifying
sources and seeking trade integration
between Latin American countries. Dur-
ing 1985, U.S. food and agricultural
products sales were $650 million
(f.o.b.)—accounting for more than 50%
of total agricultural imports—compared
to $775 and $665 million in 1984 and
1983, respectively. Preliminary 1986
estimates call for U.S. agricultural sales
to decline by about 10%, since the
Venezuelan Government has signaled
that it will continue substituting imports
by sustaining increases in domestic
production.

Venezuela’s agricultural policy was
substantially modified by the Lusinchi
administration, which set out to convert
agriculture into an important sector of
the economy. The main measures taken
to spur production have been increased
producer prices, fertilizer subsidy,
increased crop and livestock production
credit at preferential interest rate, long-
term loans to the private sector to
expand livestock and Crop areas, govern-
ment financed large-scale irrigation, and
drainage and other infrastructure
projects.

Venezuela is currently self-sufficient
in rice, corn, tropical fruits, vegetables,
roots, poultry, and pork. Self-sufficiency
in sorghum, sugar, and milk could be
achieved in the short or medium term.
For the foreseeable future, Venezuela
will continue importing oilseeds, protein
meals, and vegetable oils. Coffee and
cocoa are the traditional export crops,
with tropical fruits offering new export
opportunities.

Manufacturing grew 3% in 1985 and
accounted for 19% of GDP and, like
agricultural growth, reflected increased
import substitution. Triggered by cur-
rency exchange incentives, export of
some manufactured items has been
steadily increasing.

Venezuela is one of the top four
hydroelectric power producers in Latin
America. The Guri Dam on the Caroni
River in eastern Venezuela, with an
installed capacity of 525,000 kilowatts of
electricity in late 1968, was expanded to
14.5 million kilowatts by 1982.

GNP and Budget

In 1985, GNP totaled about $50 billion.
GNP decreased slightly in real terms in
1985, continuing the pattern of near-

stagnation apparent since 1978, Per
capita GNP, also on the decline, was
about $2,600. Central government
income in 1985 was $14.4 billion, while
spending was only $13.1 billion,
resulting in a budget surplus of $1.3
billion.

Investment, Currency, and Trade

About 46% of gross fixed investment
came from the private sector in 1984,
and 54% from the government. Public
and private investment dropped to 15%
of GDP in 1984 from about 42% in 1978.

U.S. direct investment in Venezuela
was $1.7 billion at the end of 1984 or
6.1% of the total U.S. investment in
Latin America. Venezuela ranks fifth
after Brazil, Mexico, Panama, and
Argentina in the amount of U.S, invest-
ment. The United States accounts for
the majority of foreign investment in
Venezuela; in 1985, 55% of new invest-
ment came from the United States.

External public debt in December
1985 amounted to $25.5 billion; foreign
exchange reserves totaled $13.8 billion.
The consumer price index rose 11.4% on
average in 1985. In 1985, about 48% of
Venezuela’s exports went to the United
States, and 47% of its imports came
from the United States.
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Of the major services, only the
telephone, telegraph, and water supply
are wholly government owned. The
government also owns a steel mill, the
iron ore and the petrochemical indus-
tries, most of the aluminum industries,
one of the two domestic airlines, the
international airline, and a chain of
hotels.

Venezuela is a member of the
Andean Pact and of the Latin American
Integration Association (ALADI), which
replaced the Latin American Free Trade
Association in 1980. Joint Venezuelan
Government-foreign company
investments are handled on a case-by-
case basis and are affected by Andean
Pact guidelines.

DEFENSE

The Venezuelan Armed Forces total
some 58,000 personnel in four service
branches—army, navy (including the
marine corps), and air force—and the
Armed Forces of Cooperation (Fuerzas
Armadas de Cooperacion—FAC), com-
monly known as the National Guard, the
primary mission of which is enforcing
internal security. By the 1970s, the
armed forces had developed into one of
the most modern and professional
among middle-sized Latin American
countries. This advance is attributable to
many factors, the most important of
which is the vast petroleum revenues
available to the government. Also by the
1970s, the military officer had attained a
generally respected position in society as
a well-paid professional and supporter of
the democratic process. Since 1959, the
armed forces have come to reject a
direct role in national politics. In gen-
eral, civil-military relations in Venezuela
are very good, although the military is
beginning to feel the impact of reduced
budgets.

FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Venezuelan Government tradi-
tionally has stated that its international
conduct will be governed by the follow-
ing principles:

* Respect for human rights;

¢ The right of all peoples to
self-determination;

¢ Nonintervention in the internal
affairs of other nations;

* Peaceful settlement of disputes
between nations;

e The right of all peoples to peace
and security;

e Support for the elimination of
colonialism; and

e A call for significantly higher
export prices for developing countries’
primary products.

Relations with Guyana are com-
plicated by Venezuela’s claim to the area
up to the Essequibo River, more than
half the present size of Guyana. The
dispute was under discussion by a
Guyana-Venezuela mixed commission
established by a 1966 Geneva agree-
ment. In June 1970, both countries
agreed to a 12-year moratorium on the
issue. Following the expiration of the
Geneva agreement in 1982, the dispute
was, with the concurrence of both par-
ties, referred to the UN Secretary
General for a determination of suitable
means for settlement.

Since 1970, Venezuela and Colombia
have held sporadic talks about the
maritime border in the Gulf of Vene-
zuela. Despite the boundary dispute and
the negative effects that the de facto
devaluation of the bolivar had on the
Colombian economy, relations between
the two countries are good and seem to
be improving, especially in intergovern-
mental cooperation in controlling nar-
cotics trafficking and guerrilla activities
along their common border.

Under the Perez administration, it
was widely reported that Venezuela pro-
vided materiel support and advice to the
Frente Sandinista de Liberacion (FSLN)
during their struggle to oust Nicaraguan
President Anastasio Somoza Bebayle.
Although Herrera Campins’ administra-
tion led Andean Pact efforts for a
peaceful transition of government in
Nicaragua, it became increasingly disen-
chanted with mounting political repres-
sion under the Sandinistas. Venezuela
joined with Colombia, Mexico, and
Panama to seek a regional solution to
Central America’s problems through the
Contadora process. The Lusinchi govern-
ment has continued this commitment to
Contadora, playing an active role in the
search for democracy and stability in
Central America.

U.S.-VENEZUELAN RELATIONS

The United States and Venezuela share
the objectives of strengthening
democratic institutions; furthering
human rights; accelerating sound
economic, social, and cultural develop-
ment through orderly and progressive

T‘_—_——__

Further Information

These titles are provided as a general indica-
tion of material published on this country.
The Department of State does not endorse
unofficial publications.

Betancourt, Romulo. Venezuela: Oil and
Politics. Boston: Houghton-Mifflin Co.,
1979.

Bond, Robert D., ed. Contemporary
Venezuela and Its Role in International
Affairs. New York: New York Univer-
sity Press, 1977.

— . 'Venezuela: Where Democracy
Lives.” Wilson Quarterly, Autumn 1984.

de Madariaga, Salvador. Bolivar. Coral
Gables: University of Miami Press, 1952.

Lombardi, John V. Venezuela: The Search for
Order, The Dream of Progress. Oxford
University Press, 1982.

Martz, John D. Accion Democratica: Evolu-
tion of a Modern Political Party in
Venezuela. Princeton: Princeton Univer-
sity Press, 1966.

Moron, Guillermo. A History of Venezuela.
New York: Roy, 1963.

Petras, Morley Smith. The Nationalization of
Venezuelan Oil. New York: Praeger,
1977.

Tugwell, Franklin. The Politics of Oil in
Venezuela. Stanford: Stanford Univer-
sity Press, 1975.

Periodicals

“Business Venezuela.” English-language
magazine. American Chamber of
Commerce.

“Venezuela Up-to-Date,” a free quarterly
publication, is available from the
Embassy of Venezuela, 2445
Massachusetts Ave. NW., Washington,
DC 20008.

Available from the Superintendent of
Documents, US Government Printing Office,
Washington, DC 20402:

American University. Area Handbook for
Venezuela. 1977.
U.S. Department of State. Venezuela Post

Report. August 1984.

For information on economic trends, commer-
cial development, production, trade regula-
tions, and tariff rates, contact the Interna-
tional Trade Administration, US Department
of Commerce, Washington, DC 20230.

change within the framework of a free
society; and cooperating in the defense
and security of the Western Hemisphere
against aggression or subversion.

Not only does Venezuela endorse the
theoretical goals of democracy, but it has



-worked with the United States vigor-

ously to promote democracy and human
rights throughout the hemisphere.
Venezuela has adopted the American
Convention on Human Rights and sup-
ports the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights. Along with the United
States, Venezuela has worked toward
and supported the goals of nuclear non-
proliferation in the hemisphere, conven-
tional arms restraint, antiterrorism, and
the promotion of hemispheric economic
development. Venezuela and the United.
States have similar views on the impor-
tance of democratization as a key ele-
ment in a solution to the problems of
Central America.

Venezuela is one of the United
States’ most important Latin American
trading partners and a major supplier of
petroleum and petroleum products to the
United States.

Principal U.S. Officials

Ambassador—Otto J. Reich

Deputy Chief of Mission—Jeffrey
Davidow

Political Counselor—Claus W. Ruser

Economic Counselor—Pierce K. Bullen

Administrative Counselor—Frank M.
Schroeder

Consul General—Don E. Bean

Defense and Air Attache—Col. James
Nugent

Public Affairs Counselor—Guy Farmer

Agricultural Counselor—Lloyd Fleck

Labor Attache—Thomas M. Tonkin

Regional Security Officer—Stephen H.
Jacobs -

Consul, Maracaibo—Michael E.
Malinowski

The U.S Embassy in Veneiuela is
located at Avenida de Miranda and
Avenida Principal de 1a Floresta,

o~

Caracas (tel. 284-6111/284-7111). Office
hours are 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday. The consulate in
Maracaibo is in Edificio Sofimara, Piso.
3, Calle 77 con Avenida 13 (tel. 84253/
84254/83054/83055). Office hours are
8:00 a.m. to noon and 2:00 p.m. to

4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. B
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climate, and mineral and ecological endowment, forms
one of the areas most suitable for settlement on the Afri-
can continent.

BIBLIOGRAPHY. J.P.H. ACOCKS, The Veld-Types of South
Africa (1953); R.S. ADAMSON, The Vegetation of South Africa
(1938); J.R. ELLERMAN ef al., South African Mammals
(1953); W. ROSE, Reptiles and Amphibians of Southern
Africa (1950); A. ROBERTS, Birds of South Africa, 2nd ed.
rev. (1958); and C.R. VAN DER MERWE, Soil Groups and Sub-
Groups of South Africa (1941), all provide ecological back-
ground. For useful material on the geology, soils, water re-
sources, flora, and fauna of the Rhodesian veld, see W.V.
BRELSFORD (ed.), Handbook to the Federation of Rhodesia
and Nyasaland (1960). Two of the best geographical ac-
counts are M.M. COLE, South Africa, 2nd ed. (1966); and
J.H. WELLINGTON, Southern Africa, vol. 1 (1955). F. CLARK
HOWELL and F. BOURLIERE (eds.), African Ecology and Hu-
man Evolution (1966), contains research papers bearing on
the ecology and early settlement of the veld. Other informa-
tive works are: R.W.J. KEAY, Vegetation Map of Africa South
of the Sahara (1959), the best available cartographic analy-
sis; L.C. KING, South African Scenery, 3rd ed. (1963), a clas-
sic study with detailed geomorphological discussion of veld
subregions; N.C. POLLOCK and S. AGNEW, An Historical Ge-
ography of South Africa (1963), an account of the settle-
ment and economy of the region down to 1910; A.M. and
W.J. TALBOT, Atlas of South Africa (1960), an invaluable
source book of geographical information about the veld;
B.W. THOMPSON, The Climate of Africa (1965); and E.A.
WALKER, History of Southern Africa, 3rd ed. (1957).

(G.H.TK.)

Venezuela

Venezuela, known as the “Gateway to South America,” is
a republic located at the northern extremity of the South
American continent. It is bounded by the Caribbean Sea
and the Atlantic Ocean to the north, Guyana to the east,
Brazl to the south, and Colombia to the southwest and
west. Venezuela also possesses some islands in the Carib-
bean, of which the largest is the offshore Margarita Is-
land, and the most northerly is Aves Island, about 250
miles north of Margarita. Venezuela also claims an addi-
tional 58,000 square miles of territory now located in
northwestern Guyana.

Venezuela, the sixth largest country in South America,
has a population of about 10,800,000. The name Venezu-
ela, or “Little Venice,” was given to the country by the
first Spanish explorers who, on seeing the native Indian
houses built over the water on stilts, were reminded of the
Italian city of Venice. Venezuela’s north coast on the
Caribbean was the first part of South America to be
explored and settled by Europeans. The present-day com-
position of the country’s population is the result of many
centuries of mixing of whites, blacks, and American Indi-
ans. Spanish is the official language and Roman Cathol-
icism the main religion of the country. Venezuela is a
federal republic with a democratic and representative
form of government. Caracas is the national capital.

Until the 20th century, Venezuela was a poor, back-
ward, and feudal agricultural nation. The discovery of oil
in the vicinity of Lago de Maracaibo in 1917, however,
transformed the economy and brought prosperity. Vene-
zuela has become the fourth largest oil-producing region,
after the United States, the Soviet Union, and the Middle
East. Because of the wealth of its oil reserves, it has been
able to initiate land reform, to improve its agriculture, and
to promote industrial development. Economic advance
has been accompanied by careful planning, so that in the
early 1970s Venezuela had the highest annual average per
capita income of any Latin American country. The death
of dictator Juan Vicente Gomez in 1935 signalled a per-
iod of political awakening, and since 1958, Venezuela
has been regarded as one of the few true democracies of
South America. (For associated physical features, see
ANDES MOUNTAIN RANGES; LLANOS; and ORINOCO RIVER.
See also the city article caracas. For historical aspects,
see VENEZUELA, HISTORY OF.)

THE LANDSCAPE

The natural environment. Relief. The physical relief
of Venezuela varies from the level topography of the

plains to the peaks of the Andes heights, and the rugged
mass of the Guiana Highlands. Three broad geographical
divisions may be observed—the coastal mountain region

(which reaches heights of about 16,500 feet above sea
level); the plains (about 1,000 feet above sea level); and
the forest region (about 8,200 feet above sea level).

Within these three broad divisions, seven physiographi-
cal provinces can be distinguished—the islands and coast-
al plains; the Lago de Maracaibo Basin; the coastal moun-
tain system; the valleys and hills of the states of Falcon,
Lara, and Yaracuy within the northwestern part of the
country; the Andes mountain range (Cordillera of the
Andes); the Llanos; and the Guiana (Guaiana, Gua-
yana) continental block (in Spanish, Macizo de Guaya-
na).

The islands and the coastal plains (covering 18 percent
of Venezuela) are located in the north and northeast of
the country, from the Caribbean Sea to the northern
mountain range (Cordillera de la Costa). Within this
region are two important basins—the Unare Basin and
the Orinoco Delta—and the main ports of La Guaira,
Puerto Cabello, and Puerto la Cruz. Of the chain of
islands, the principal one is Margarita Island.

The Maracaibo Basin, which contains a shallow, fresh-
water lake with an area of about 5,000 square miles,
consists of sedimentary rocks. It contains the most impor-
tant oil wells in Venezuela and the port of Maracaibo.

The coastal mountain system is located between the
narrow coastal belt to the north and the plains of the
interior to the south; though it represents only 3 percent
of the national territory, it contains the greatest concen-
tration of population. It is formed by two parallel moun-
tain ranges—the coastal range and the interior range. The
highest points are the peak of Naiguata (9,069 feet
{2,765 metres]) in the central sector of the coastal range
and the Turimiquire (8,104 feet [2,470 metres]) in the
eastern sector of the coastal range. The interior range
reaches its maximum height at Platillon (6,323 feet
[1,931 metres]). Three important cities are located in the
valleys of this region—Caracas, the capital; Valencia;
and Maracay.

The valleys and hills of the states of Falcén, Lara, and
Yaracuy have altitudes of from 1,600 to 5,500 feet. This
region forms a transitional zone between the coastal
mountain range and the Andes mountains and comprises
about 3 percent of the country’s territory. The only desert
of Venezuela—the city of Coro’s sand dunes—is found in
this region.

The Andes range, the highest mountain system in the
country, forms taue northernmost prolongation of the
South American Andes. In Colombia, immediately to the
west of Venezuela, it divides into two branches. One—the
Sierra de Perija—runs roughly south to north along the
Colombia—Venezuela border; the other—the Cordillera
de Mérida—runs generally northeastward toward the Ca-
ribbean Sea. The two branches enclose t":2 Lago de Mara-
caibo Basin. The highest point is Pico Bolivar (16,423
feet [5,007 met-es]). The Andes ranges comprise ap-
proximately 6 percent of the national territory and form
another of the more densely populated regions, contain-
ing such important cities as Mérida, San Cristdbal, Val-
era, La Grita, and Tovar.

The Llanos (g.v.), or plains, is a region with an almost
level relief, occupying approximately a third of the coun-
try’s territory. From the Atlantic Ocean at the mouths of
the Orinoco River, the plains extend for about 800 miles
up to the Andean foothills, varying in width from 60
miles in the east to 250 miles in the west.

South of the Orinoco and bordering Brazil and Colom-
bia is the Guiana Highlands, a mountainous mass
that is one of the largest granite blocks in the world. Itis
the most extensive natural region of Venezuela and occu-
pies about 45 percent of its total area. It is also the least
known and the most sparsely inhabited. Its granitic base
is covered with stratified alluvium, in which erosion has
carved different types of relief. In places are found gigan-
tic mounds or masses, known as fepuis—some as high as
6,000 feet—which have resisted erosion. To the southeast
of the Guiana Highlands and encircled by fepuis lies a
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region known as La Gran Sabana (the Great Plain). Lo-
cated in this area is the Auyan-Tepui mound, 8,400 feet
high, as well as Angel Falls, the highest waterfall in the
world—3,296 feet (1,005 metres) high. The Guiana
Highlands is an excellent mining region, abounding in
deposits of iron ore, gold, and diamonds; it also possesses
a considerable hydroelectric potential, as well as vast
forest resources.

Drainage. The Venezuelan drainage network consists
almost entirely of two great watersheds—one emptying
into the Atlantic Ocean (82 percent), the other into the
Caribbean Sea (17.5 percent). The remaining 0.5 percent
constitutes the small endoreic basin (a drainage basin
having no outlet) of Lake Valencia, located in the central
section of the coastal range.

The great Orinoco River (g.v.) drains a 366,000-
square-mile basin and runs 1,336 miles from its source
close to the Brazilian border until it empties into the
Atlantic Ocean through a number of distributaries, or
caiios, which form a delta. In the upper Orinoco region
the waters are tumultuous and rapid and flow in an east—
west direction as far as the village of San Fernando de
Atabapo; some of the river waters are diverted to the
Amazon River (q.v.) through the Casiquiare channel
and the Rio Guainia. In its middle course the Orinoco
runs slowly and follows a northern direction, until it is
joined on the left bank by the waters of the Rio Apure.
The lower Orinoco flows due east.

Among the main tributaries of the Orinoco River is the
Rio Caroni, which flows at a rate of 200,000 cubic feet
per second. It has great hydroelectrical potential because
of its numerous falls; in the Necuima area, the Guri Dam
forms a lake with an area eight times greater than that of
Lake Valencia. Other tributary rivers are the Caura, Aro,
Ventuari, and Meta.

The rivers of the Caribbean watershed flow from the
northern slopes of the-Andean and coastal ranges. In it s
found the basin of Lago de Maracaibo (18,000 square
miles), which receives the waters of the Cordillera de
Mérida and Sierra de Perija ranges. Also into the Carib-
bean watershed flow the waters of minor coastal basins,
the rivers of which have dry beds during the several
low-rainfall winter months of the year.

The Lake Valencia basin, only about 140 square miles in
extent, is steadily shrinking as the result of a continuing
combined process of sedimentation and evaporation. Sci-
entific farming and ever growing industry have given the
basin great economic value.

Soils, Venezuelan soils are mainly laterites (red soils
with a high content of iron oxides and aluminum hydrox-
ide). The most valuable for cultivation are in the valleys
of the state of Aragua, in the cocoa-growing area of the
Rio Tuy basin, and in the sugarcane-growing area of
the Turbio, Tocuyo, Aroa, and Yaracuy river basins. Of
lesser value but also of agricultural importance are the
soils found in the lowlands of the western plains and
south of Lago de Maracaibo. Other soils are typical of the
vast flooded plains of the lowlands. Limestone soils are
found in the mountains of the state of Falcén and in the
Andes. Swampy plains are found around Lake Valencia
and in the Orinoco Delta. (1.5.de S.)

Climate. The climate throughout Venezuela is tropi-
cal, with the seasons marked more by differences in rain-
fall than in temperature. The year is divided into two
seasons, the rainy and the dry (locally known as winter
and summer), the rains occurring mostly from April to
October or November, and the dry season most marked
from November through March or April. The wet and
dry seasons regulate agricultural activities, affect travel
and transportation, and determine vacation periods.

Rainfall varies much from district to district. The north-
east trade winds blow across the coastal areas without
leaving much precipitation, in places less than 20 inches
per year. La Guaira, for example, receives an average of
only 11 inches. Areas lying behind topographic barriers
also get little rain, while windward slopes are generally
well watered. In some areas enough rain falls to support
lush jungle growth, in others true selva (rain forest). The
Llanos suffer severely from drought from about January
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to April and then suffer equally from an overabundance
of precipitation, with the flooding of whole countrysides
from June to October. )

Temperature differences, on the other hand, are slight
throughout the year. The average annual temperature at
Caracas, for example, is 70° F (21° C), and no month
averages more than 72° F (22° C) or less than 64° F
(18° C). Altitude, however, affects temperatures in
marked fashion. For example, Maracaibo, at sea level,
averages just above 82° F (28° C) for the year, while
Mérida at 5,383 feet (1,641 metres) averages just above
64° F (18° C). On some of the higher mountain peaks,
temperatures are low enough to maintain permanent
snow. Whatever the average temperature, there is little
difference from month to month; the day-to-night varia-
tion is markedly greater, however.

Vegetation. About half of Venezuela is covered with
forests of some kind. A little less than half is still in wild
grass, though much of this is used for at least occasional
grazing. Only about 6 percent, most in the valleys of the
Andes and of the coastal ranges, is under permanent
cultivation. The vast Llanos, most of the lofty tablelands
of the Guiana Highlands, and numerous smaller areas in
the Andean pdtamos (high, bleak plateaus) have little in
the way of trees. In the better watered places, the grass is
compact and tlall; in drier areas, such as high Andean
districts and parts of the Guiana tablelands, it is sparse
and hard. Rain forest covers an area found in the lower
Orinoco Basin and Delta, in the far southern Orinoco
drainage basin bordering on Colombia and Brazil, and
in smaller extensions about the windward lower and mid-
dle slopes of the northern highlands.

Most of the plant life of Venezuela is tropical and non-
deciduous, retaining its foliage throughout the year, or
shedding it little by little, never becoming entirely leaf-
less. Even in the arid regions where the vegetation is
sparse and the foliage scant, there is little change from
season to season.

Both indigenous and introduced plants cover a wide
range because of the differences in altitude. The true
tropical vegetation, whether moist or dry, extends to an
altitude of about 1,500 feet, above which it gives way
(except in the moister districts) to semitropical growth.
This zone, marked by tree ferns and orchids, reaches up
to about 5,000 feet. From this point to about 7,000 to
8,000 feet, there is a transition into a mountain type;
above 8,000 or 9,000 feet, the characteristic pdramo vege-
tation begins, with plants of an alpine character dominat-
ing.

The principal plants of economic value are coffee, ca-
cao, sisal, and bananas. Maize (corn), beans, rice, pota-
toes, sugarcane, cotton, tobacco, sweet potatoes, oranges,
lemons, coconut palms, papayas, avocados, mangos,
guavas, and cassava are commonly grown for local con-
sumption.

Animal life. The animal life of Venezuela is similar to
that of the neighbouring regions of Colombia, Brazil, and
the Guianas. The open Llanos of the Orinoco form,some-
thing of a neutral district between the great forested re-
gions on the east, south, and west. Among the indigenous
animals are seven species of the cat family, including the
puma, the jaguar, and the ocelot; the wild dog; repre-
sentatives of the marten family, including two species of
otter and one of the skunk; and two species of bear.
There are six species of monkeys corresponding to those
of the Guiana Highlands and the Amazon Valley; the
sloth and anteater; and more than ten known genera of
rodents. The tapir (a large, hoofed quadruped resembling
a swine) is found in the forests of the Orinoco. There are
two species of the peccary (resembling the pig); two
species of deer; and three species of opossum. On the
coast and in the Orinoco are found aquatic mammals,
such as the manatee (which is herbivorous and gregarious
and has two flippers and a spoon-shaped tail) and the
dolphin.

Among reptiles there are crocodiles; lizards; caymans
(crocodilians related to alligators); several species of tur-
tles; and many snakes, including the striped rattlesnake
and the bushmaster. Nonvenomous snakes include the
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boa constrictor and the anaconda. Amphibians include tree
frogs, toads, and salamanders. .

Bird life is represented chiefly by migratory species. In
the garzeros (“heron rendezvous™) are to be found near-
ly every kind of crane, heron, stork, and ibis. Ducks, in-
cluding a small one called the giiiriri in imitation of its
cry, and birds of prey are numerous. The gudcharos, or
oilbirds, live in caves, especially in Caripe, and are caught
for the oil extracted from them. The bellbird is common
in the forests of the Orinoco. :

There are almost 100 families of msects Locusts are
common in the interior, though seldom constituting a
plague. Mollusks, including the pearl oyster, are common
on the coasts and in the freshwater streams and lakes.

Domestic animals include about 8,500,000 cattle, most-

" ly in the great herds that pasture on the Llanos. There

are about 1,500,000 goats, 100,000 sheep, and 1,670,000
swine. Oxen and horses and a few mules are used as draft
animals on some farms, and farmyard poultry is com-
mon. (R.E.Cr./E.P.Ha.)

Traditional regions. The six traditional regions of
Venezuela can be clearly differentiated, even though the
development of communications has tended to reduce
differences; they are the central, western, Zulian, Andean,
plains, and eastern regxons

The central region is composed of the Federal District
and of the states of Miranda, Aragua, and Carabobo,
situated along the northern Atlantic coast. A high pro-
portion of the population of the region is urban; the
principal urban concentration occurs around Caracas.
The region contains the greater part of the nation’s indus-
try and commerce and its principal ports and airports.

The states of Falcén, Lara, and Yaracuy comprise the
western region. Its population is about equally divided
between urban and rural inhabitants. Agriculture is the
principal economic activity, although mdustnahzauon is
becoming 1mportant

The Zulian region, including Lago de Maracaibo, is a
major oil-producing area. Commercial and agricultural
activities are stimulated by industrial development.

The Andean region consists of the mountainous states of
Téchira, Mérida, and Trujillo. It is predominantly rural,
and its economy is based on the cultivation of small
farms and on some industrial and commercial activity.

The plains region occupies the states of Cojedes, Gua-
rico, Portuguesa, Barinas, and Apure. Its people are large-
1y engaged in agriculture and cattle raising. The plains-
man (“llanero”) is reputedly frank yet shrewd, with a
sense of humour. This region has a folklore of its own.

The eastern region consists of the states of Anzodtegui,
Sucre, Nueva Esparta, Monagas, and Bolivar, as well as
the Delta Amacuro and thé Amazonas territories. Its
population is about equally divided between urban and
rural elements. Agriculture and fishing engage the great-
est part of the active population, although the petroleum
industry and mining are also important.

The landscape under human settlement.  Settlement
patterns have remained essentially the same since the
time of Spanish colonization. The main nucleus of popu-
lation is located in the mountainous areas of the north
and west, which constitute less than 9 percent of the
national area but contain 50 percent of the population.
Low population densities occur in the central plains and
in the dense forest region of the Guiana Highlands. The
only modification of existing patterns resulted from the
development of the oil industry in the 1920s, which led to
internal migrations and to the urbanization of new areas.

The rural landscape is characterized by the division of
land into small farms (minifundios) and large estates
(latifundios). The estates are mainly engaged in exten-
sive cattle raising and the commercial cultivation of such
crops as sugarcane and sesame. The small farms are pre-
dominantly subsistence units on which corn and legumes
are cultivated. A mixture of Spanish, African, and In-
dian traditions is conserved, so that the rural areas form
a repository of national folklore. Dict is directly related
to local agricultural products; there is a preference for
cereals and legumes. The characteristic house, called
a rancho, has adobe (sun-dried brick) or mud walls, a
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thatched or sheet-metal roof, dirt floors, and minimum
hygienic and service facilities. The type of clothing worn
is related to environmental conditions; the cool liguiliqui
(cotton or linen man’s suit) is worn by plainsmen and the
thick ruana (woolen poncho, or cape) by inhabitants of
the Andes. L R S L
Cities are often specialized in function.. Ciudad Guay-
ana, for example, is industrial; Barquisimeto is commer-
cial; and Mérida is a university town. Caracas, as the
capital city, is cosmopolitan and more diversified. The
daily rhythm of life in the cities is based on a five-day
work week and an eight-hour work day. In housing, a
contrast exists between Spanish traditional architecture

and the boldest lines of modern design. Styles of dress are.

largely Western, and diet is related to level of income. In
the low-income group the diet is based on beans, corn, rice
and plaintain, while. in the medium- and high-income

groups it contains a hlghc?r nutritional value, mclud.mg Venezuela, Area and Population
animal proteins and vitamins from vegetables and fruit.
. Lo . lati
PEOPLE AND POPULATION . o P popuration
Population groups. ‘The official language of the coun- Csami sqkm 196l census 1970 estimate
try is Spanish; it is enriched by numerous local idioms Federal dependencies*
and colloquialisms. English is used in business, and Italian Dependencias Federales , 46 120 1,000
is spoken by most immigrants. In the Indian regions of Federal district ’
the east, south, and west, more than 25 different languages Distrito Federal 745 1,930 1,258,000 2,010,000
are spoken, most of which belong to the three linguistic States (estados) ) )
families, Cariban, Arawak, and Chibcha. There are also | Anzoitegui 16,718 43300 382,000 501,000
. o . Apure 29,537 76,500 118,000 158,000
some Indian languages of unknown origin spoken by iso- Aragua 2708 7014 313,000 429000
lated groups. B s Barinas 13,591 35200 139,000 194,000
For the past four centuries, Venezuela has acted as an gfa’hvgrb 9i.575325’ 232»223 gég.ggg gg-ggg
ethnic melting pot. The dominant ethnic type is the COE: don S714 14800 713000 95.000
- mestizo (a person of mixed white, black, and Indian an- Falcon 9,575 24800 340,000 408,000
cestry). The white population results from immigration Guirico 25,091 64,986 245,000 330,000
from Europe during the 20th century, largely from Italy Lara 7,645 19,800 489,000 611,000
i- d Spain. One percent are unassimilated Indians. The Meérida 4,363 11,300 271,000 335,000
Composi- ~ and Spain. One percer e ; . Miranda 3,069 7,950 492,000 703,000
tion various Indian tribes live in isolated regions of the Lago Monagas 11,158 28,900 246,000 317,000
of the de Maracaibo Basin, in the Orinoco River Basin, and in Nueva Esparta 444 1,150 89,000 ég-ggg
population the delta of Amacuro. : Portuguesa - - 3869 15200 204,000 ,
. . . .. Sucre 4,556 11,800 402,000 494,000
The overwhelming majority of the population is Roman Thchira 4,286 ~ 11,100 399,000 526,000
Catholic. The largest minority religion is Protestantism; Trujillo 2,857 7,400 327,000 382,000
and Judaism, Islam, and Orthodox Christianity are also Yaracuy 2,741 7,100 175,000 222,000
. ; . . . Zulia 24,363 63,100 920,000 1,343,000
practiced. Indigenous Indian religions are characterized Territories (territorios)
by a prevailing fear of evil spirits. The national consti- Amazonas 67,857 175,150 12,000 13,000
tution guarantees freedom of religion. Delta Amacuro 15,521 40,200 34,000 34,000
Total Venezuela 355,759t 921,417t 7,524,0003§  10,399,000§
Barquisimete - *Comprises the following major and other islands in the Caribbean: Las Aves,
Maracaibo . ) La Blanquilla, Coche, Cubagua, Los Hermanos, Los Monjes, La Orchila, Los
Lake ﬁ Vale"h:fracay CARIBBEAN SEA Roques, Los Testigos, and La Tortuga. tIncludes 3,616 sq mi (9,367
Caracas sq km) of water area.  ${Excluding Indian population in the forests
estimated at 32,000 at 1961 census: Apure 4,000, Bolivar 4,000, Sucre
300, Zulia 4,000, Amazonas 20,000.  §Figures do not add to total given
because of rounding.
Source: Official government figures.
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. about 75 percent were under 30. ...~
" In contrast with such countries as Argentina, Brazil, and

800,000. But overall population density continues to be
low, averaging only about 30 inhabitants per square mile.

The greater part of the population is young; in 1961
more than 50 percent of the population were below 20
years of age. In the early 1970s it was estimated that

Chile, Venezuela did not receive an appreciable influx of
immigrants during the 19th century or the first half of the
20th century. Between 1950 and 1971, however, almost
1,000,000 Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, or other European
immigrants arrived, settling in the major cities. For the
most part, Venezuelans ‘do not emigrate to other coun-
tries but have increasingly moved about within the coun-
try. From the 1930s to 1961, 24 percent of the popula-
tion had relocated within the country’s borders.

Venezuela is predominantly an urban country. In 1961
over 62 percent of the population lived in cities, and 47
percent lived in cities of more than 20,000 inhabitants. By
the early 1970s the urban population had grown to nearly '
75 percent. The rural exodus has led to a reduction in agri-
cultural activity and the appearance of slums, or barrios
de ranchos (“neighbourhoods of huts”), on the out-
skirts of large cities. The principal urban centres are Ca-
racas (1970 population about 2,175,000), Maracaibo
(655,000), Barquisimeto (291,000), Valencia (232,000),
Maracay (193,000), and San Cristébal (157,000). It is
foreseeable that, if present population trends continue, by
1981 the total population will be 15,000,000, 83 percent
of which will be urban and 17 percent rural.

The
principal
urban

centres
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Population density of Venezuela.

Demography. Venezuela possesses one of the greatest
rates of population growth in Latin America, amounting
to over 3 percent a2 year. The population increase has
resulted from the improvement of medical services, the
eradication of epidemics, and rising economic standards.
By 1971, there was an estimated population of 10,-

The increasing participation of Venezuela in the world
economy since the 1920s has been directly related to the
production of petroleum. Its exports of petroleum have
penetrated the United States, European, and Latin Amer-
ican markets; increased imports, on the other hand, have
included agricultural equipment, industrial machinery,
and consumer goods. During the 1960s Venezuela began
to reduce dependence on imported goods by encouraging
local manufactures, in addition to further expanding its
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petrochemical and steel industries and developing its
hydroelectnc potential,

Pyens
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Venezuela is a member of the "Latin Amerlcan Free

Trade Association (LAFTA) and is ready to participate in
the Andean Subregional Agreement (Andean Pact),
whose purpose is to economically integrate the Andean
countries as a step toward mtegratlon of Latin Amenca
as a whole.

The extent and distribution of resources. The country‘s
most important mineral resource is petroleum. The
largest and richest deposit is in the Lago de Maracaibo
Basin. The two other main deposits of oil and natural gas
are located north of the Orinoco River in the states of
Monagas, Gudérico, and Anzoategui and in the western
Llanos in the states of Portuguesa and Barinas. The
Orinoco belt has no less than 700,000,000,000 barrels of
oil reserves, but total proven reserves for the country are
about 15,000,000,000 barrels.

Iron ore, which is 60 percent pure, is found in the Gui-
ana region. Deposits at Cerro Bolivar, El Pao, and other
mountain areas comprise a total proven reserve of
1,800,000,000 tons. Gold, as well as both industrial and
gem diamonds, are also mined in the Guiana area. Low-
grade bituminous and lignite coal is found in the Andean
foothills, and salt deposits are located in the Araya Penin-
sula. There are also scattered deposits of limestone.

Various minerals exist in less extensive deposits. These
include manganese, nickel, vanadium (a metallic element
found combined in minerals and used to form alloys),
chrome, lead, zinc, copper, bauxite, phosphate, and asbes-
tos.

The grasslands of the extensive plains provxde grazing
for cattle. Of the 28,928,000 acres of total forest reserves,
about 85 percent is in Guiana; the greater part of the
remaining 10 percent is in the western plains. The com-
mercial timber includes cabinet woods such as mahogg-
ny. Fish are found in abundance in the country’s rivers
and lakes, as well as in the coastal waters.

Apart from oil, the nation’s rivers constitute the most
important power resource. The greatest hydroelectric po-
tential is held by the Orinoco River and its tributary, the
Caroni. The Rio Santo Domingo, which flows through
the states of Mérida and Barinas, is the second most
important power resource. There are also hydroelectric
potentialities in the Uribante and Caparo rivers in the
Andes.

Sources of national income. Agriculture. In 1970, ag-
riculture contributed about 9 percent of the gross nation-
al product (6NP) and provided work for 25 percent of the
economically active population. The principal agricul-
tural products are meat (beef, pork, fowl, goat, mutton),
milk, corn, plantain and bananas, eggs, coffee, sugarcane,
rice, and sesame.

About 80 percent of agricultural output is produced on
large landholdings with the remaining 20 percent on
small farms. Agrarian legislation, adopted in 1960, as-
sures the small farmer of his property rights and guaran-
tees him technical assistance, credit, and a market for his
produce. In addition, under the land-reform measures,
more than 100,000 rural families had been settled in rural
communities, or asentamientos, by the early 1970s. The

‘asentamientos are agricultural units of houses equipped

with basic services; the units are grouped on seven to 25
acres of land given to peasant families.

The national government owns 80 percent of the na-
tion’s forests; the rest is held privately. The forestry-in-
dustry is, however, little developed. Despite its potential,
fishing is also an undeveloped, mostly local, activity. A
small portion of the annual catch, mainly sardines and
shellfish, is canned for export. .

Petroleum. The exploitation of Venezuela’s vast oil
reserves is the principal source of the nation’s income.
Oil production—which reached 3,700,000 barrels a day
in 1970—has permitted the increase of public spending,
the strengthening of the country’s import capacity, the
creation of basic industries, and the development of agri-
culture. Almost’80 percent of the gross foreign invest-
ment in Venezuela is concentrated in the oil industry;
most of this investment is made by United States, British,

. and Caparo rivers.

1

and Dutch interests. Oil contributes almost 90 percent
of the revenues received by the Central Bank of Vene-
zuela, or 70 percent of the country’s total revenues.

The Venezuelan Petroleum Corporation is a state-
owned organization that produces, refines, and distributes
petroleum products in competition with Venezuelan and
foreign private industry. Before the 1960s, all oil was
refined outside the country; natural gas, obtained in the
process of oil exploitation, was wasted. By 1971, how-
ever, domestic oil refineries had been established. Natural
gas became subject to a law that limits its exploitation
and gave Venezuela the rights for its industrialization. The
gas is now distributed by pipeline to be used as fuel, as
a raw material in the new petrochemical industry, and
for the manufacture of liquid gas.

Metals and mmmg Venezuela is the world’s tenth larg-
est producer of iron ore, which accounts for about 97
percent of the country’s total metal production. Reserves
at Cerro Bolivar and El Pao are mined by United States
companies under government concessions. The Venezue-
lan government also operates iron mines in the Guiana
Highlands.

Prospects for mining bauxite, copper, zinc, and lead
are being explored in the early 1970s. Limestone is
quarried extensively to provide the raw material for the
domestic cement industry. The government entered the
coal-mining industry in the late 1960s through controlling
shares in private companies. Exploitation of salt is a
government monopoly. Most gold is mined by the govern-
ment; output has, however, decreased since the 1950s, and
in the early 1970s most gold was 1mported for jewelry,
coinage, and use in dentistry.

Manufacturing. Manufacturing mdustnes were origi-
nally concentrated in the Caracas area. Since the 1960s,
however, the government has striven to promote the es-
tablishment of industrial centres in several different loca-
tions. Ciudad Guayana, on the lower Orinoco River, is
the major centre for processing the mineral wealth of the
Guiana region. Developed by the autonomous govern-
ment body Corporacién Venezolana de Guayana (Vene-
zuelan Guiana Corporation), it contains a steel mill
and an aluminum plant; a paper factory was under con-
struction in the late 1960s. There are also plans for the
production of Jumber.

Morén, on the coast 106 miles west of Caracas, is the
centre of the petrochemical industry; among its manu-
factures are fertilizers, caustic soda, explosives, insecti-
cides, and organic chemicals. Manufacturing in Mara-
caibo is concerned with the processing of foodstuffs, the
remodelling and rebuilding of heavy machinery, and the
production of paper articles, pharmaceuticals, and elec-
trical equipment.

The largest source of hydroelectric energy in South
America is located in Venezuela on the lower Rio Caroni
where it flows down from the Guiana Highlands to join
the Orinoco. The lower river has a total estimated poten-
tial of 10,500,000 kilowatts. The scheme includes two
dams—the Macagua, which went into operation in 1961,
and the Guri, still under construction in the early 1970s.
The project, which will have a total capacity of about
6,000,000 kilowatts, is expected to produce electricity for
Venezuela, Trinidad, Guyana, Brazil, and Colombia, In
addition, the projected hydroelectric scheme on the Rio
Santo Domingo will supply electricity to western Vene-
zuela, as also will the planned scheme on the Uribante

Financial services. Financial services are provided by
the Central Bank, which issues the national currency,
as well as by a number of private banks. There are also
banks with mixed capital, such as the Workers’ Bank
(Banco de Los Trabajadores); and state banks such as
the Labourer’s Bank (Banco Obrero). The construction
of housing for the middle- and lower-income groups
is financed by the Labourer’s Bank. The Agriculture
and Livestock Bank (Banco Agricola y Pecuario) and
the Agriculture and Livestock Development Bank (Ban-
co de Desarrollo Agropecuario) deal with agricultural
loans. Mortgage banks make long-term loans on urban
real estate, The Venezuelan Development Corporation
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(Corporacién Venezolana de Fomento), a government
institution, promotes industrial development by means of
long-term loans. ) . . . :

Insurance companies occupy a secondary position in the
financing of economic activities. Venezuela has two stock
exchanges, but the volume of their transactions is moder-
ate. The financial market, favoured by a marked stability
of its prices and by the absence of obstacles to money
exchange, is mainly supplied by internal savings.

Foreign trade. -Venezuela maintains a favourable bal-
ance of trade. In 1970, 90 percent of total exports was
represented by oil and its derivatives; iron ore accounted
for another 6 percent. Coffee and cocoa together with
processed agricultural products and manufactures repre-
sented 4 percent. Major export destinations are the Unit-
-ed States, the Netherlands Antilles, Canada, the United
Kingdom, and Trinidad and Tobago.

About half of all imports come from the United States.
Other major import sources include West Germany, Ja-
pan, the United Kingdom, Italy, and Canada. Among the
chief imports are industrial machinery, transport equip-
ment, and cereals. .

Management of the economy. The public sector plays
a major role because of governmental participation in the
oil and iron-ore industries. Revenues from those indus-
tries finance other economic or social activities of the
government. The building industry, for example, depends
largely on public works including the construction of
highways, roads, airports, and buildings. More than 60
percent of the fiscal income is derived from taxes on the
oil industry. Oil revenues take the form of taxes on oil
production, and a 60 percent tax on profits. Other govern-
mental revenue is obtained from a graduated income tax
and from other sources such as Customs.

Organized labour includes individual trade unions, as
well as the powerful Confederation of Venezuelan Work-
ers (Confederacién de Trabajadores de Venezuela). Em-
ployers’ organizations are grouped together in the Feder-
ation of Chambers of Commerce and Production.

Foreign capital and technology have played an impor-
tant role in promoting the expansion of manufacturing.
To a lesser extent, joint participation by foreign and Ven-
ezuelan capital has been used to develop certain enterpris-
es such as the manufacture of stoves and the assembly of
automobiles.

In the early 1970s one of the main economic problems
confronting the country was the question of participation
in LAFTA and the Andean Pact. The degree of develop-
ment reached by Venezuelan industry and agriculture
obliged the country to seek markets that would permit it
to maintain the rhythm of expansion necessitated by its
social needs. While the hemispheric blocs favour the
country’s expanding steel and petrochemical industries,
they present hard competition for Venezuela’s relatively
expensive manufactures and agricultural produce. An-
other problem will face the government at the end of the
decade of the 1970s, since in 1983 about three-quarters of
the oil concessions held by foreign companies will expire.

Venezuela has passed through the preliminary stages of
its economic development. It now needs to consolidate its
gains by developing secondary industries that will reduce
its need to import manufactured goods, as well as by
securing stable markets abroad for its ever-growing pro-
duction.

Transportation. The nation’s transportation system is
well developed, especially in the northern and northwest-
ern regions. Domestic travel depends largely on the road
network. Industrial transportation needs are served by
coastal shipping routes as well as by inland waterways.
Air services provide access to regions without other
means of communication.

There are almost 35,000 miles of roads, of which about
70 percent are all-weather roads and 30 percent are dirt
roads passable only during the dry season. There are
three trunk roads—the 600-mile section of the Pan-
American Highway that runs southwestward from Cara-
cas to Ciicuta, Colombia; the 500-mile Western Highway
that runs along the Andes foothills from Valencia to San
Cristobal; and the 800-mile Llanos Highway that extends

eastward from Caracas to San Tomé. There are several
branch and feeder roads. . -

Railways, both for passenger and freight transport, are
relatively unimportant, One public line built as part of a
previous nation-wide railway plan runs northeastward
from Barquisimeto in Lara state to Puerto Cabello on the
coast and to Caracas. Private railways serve the iron and
steel industry, running from mines in the Guiana region
to Ciudad Guayana on the Orinoco River. -

More than 98 percent of the nation’s foreign commerce
is carried by sea. There are a number of ports, of which
several are used by international shipping; many small
ports serve fishing or coastal trade purposes. General
cargo is handled at eight ports run by the government—
La Guaira, Maracaibo, Puerto Cabello, Guanta, Puerto
Sucre, Caniipano, Las Piedras, and Ciudad Bolivar.

Inland waterways are in use principally around Lago de
Maracaibo or the Orinoco River. A dredged channel be-
tween the Golfo de Venezuela and Lago de Maracaibo
allows sea-going vessels to dock at the ports of Maracaibo,
Bobures, and La Salina. A dredged channel through the
Orinoco Delta permits sea-going vessels also to sail up-
river to Ciudad Guayana. The upper Orinoco and the
Apure rivers are used as waterways because of a Jack of
connecting roads.

Transoceanic air routes use Venezuelan international
airports as a stopover, as do flights between North and
South America. There are three national airline compa-
nies, one of which operates international air services.
Venezuela has almost 500 airports, of which six are
international. More than 400 airports are privately oper-
ated; the others are operated either by the government or
by municipalities.

ADMINISTRATION AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Government. The Venezuelan constitution is based on
principles of republican, democratic, and representative
government. Its federal form of government is exercised
through its executive, legislative, and judicial branches,
none of which may prevail over the others.

Executive power is exercised by a directly elected presi-
dent who is the head of state and of the armed forces, A
council of ministers, whose members individually act as
secretaries of state, constitutes the principal auxiliary for
carrying out executive functions, Legislative power is in-
vested in a two-chamber congress consisting of the Senate
and the Chamber of Deputies. The Senate is composed of
two elected representatives from each of the 20 states and
from the Federal District. The number of deputies is in
proportion to the number of inhabitants in each state.

In addition to the 20 states and the Federal District,
there are two federal territories, and ten islands in the
Caribbean are organized as federal dependencies. The
states are officially autonomous units, each headed by a
governor who is appointed by the president. The state
legislative assemblies are composed of two elected repre-
sentatives from each administrative district and are em-
powered to approve or reject the governor’s annual re-
port. The basic political-administrative unit of the Vene-
zuelan state is the municipality, which is composed of a
municipal council that functions in the capital of each
district. They are locally autonomous units that operate
within the state and national framework.

Elections are held at five-year intervals. The president of
the republic and the senators, deputies, and state and
municipal councils are elected for five-year terms by
universal suffrage, with direct and secret voting. The elec-
tions are contested by political parties, the existence of
which is guaranteed by the constitution. In the early
1970s there were 11 national parties, the strongest of
which were the Accién Democratica (AD) and the Par-
tido Social Cristiano (corEr). :

Every citizen over 18 years of age, man or woman,
literate or illiterate, has the right to vote. Voting is either
through political parties or through so-called groups of
electors (organizations other than political parties that
are authorized to run presidential candidates), the num-
ber of which is prescribed by law.

The administration of justice is national in character;
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there are no state courts. The highest judicial body is the
Supreme Court of Justice, the members of which are
appointed by the Congress. It hears cases of a civil, crim-
inal, or political-administrative nature. The ]udges and
members of the lower courts of ordinary or special juris-
diction are appointed by the Judiciary Council, which is
composed of seven members, five of whom are appointed
by the Congress and two by the president. All decisions in
first-instance courts may be appealed to a higher court,
but there is no appeal from decisions of the Supreme
Court. Each municipality has its own police force. The
Ministry of Justice is responsible for the prison system as
well as for the auxiliary police.

The armed forces are headed by the president, who is
assisted by the secretary of defense. The defense system is
composed of a 15,000-man army, a 10,000-man national
guard, a 9,000-man navy, and a 9,000-man air force. All
services have officer-training schools. All males over 18
years of age must serve in the armed forces for two years.

Education and welfare, During the 1960s, educational
services were greatly expanded throughout the nation.
In the early 1970s government policy was aimed at
qualitative improvement to better meet the needs of the
developing economy. Primary education is free and com-
pulsory; there are more than 10,000 primary schools. On
the secondary level, there are about 670 high schools, 330
technical schools, and 50 teacher-training schools. Pri-
vate schools play a significant role at the primary and
secondary levels, Higher education, free to competent
students, is provided by eight public and three private
universities, two teachers’ colleges, and one polytechnic
institute. About 24 percent of the population is enrolled
in schools. As a result of adult education, the illiteracy
rate was lowered to 16 percent in 1970.

The government is engaged in expanding health and
welfare services. To improve health conditions, sanitary
facilities are being constructed, hospitals and rural medi-
cal centres are being built, and more doctors and nurses
are being trained. Medical assistance is both public (free)
and private. Public medical assistance is given by the
Ministry of Health in public hospitals and other centres.
The Instituto Venezolano de los Seguros Sociales offers
medical and economic assistance to urban workers and
employees. The aged and the physically handicapped are
aided by the Patronato Nacional de Ancianos e Invalidos.

Only about 60 percent of the population has satisfactory
housing. Hundreds of thousands of people live in shacks
on the periphery of urban areas, principally around Cara-
cas. Conditions in rural areas are often worse. The high
rate of population growth increases the problem. Both
public and private sectors are attempting to alleviate the
situation. The Ministry of Housing and the Workers’
Bank is responsible for providing additional housing for
the lower- and middle-income groups. Private building
firms and mortgage banks also provide financing for
housing of middle-income groups.

Social conditions.  Sanitary conditions are relatively
good. Epidemic or endemic diseases, such as yellow fever
and malaria, which previously decimated the population,
have been virtually eradicated. The most prevalent dis-
eases are heart disease and intestinal disorders. Average
life expectancy is 65 years.

A well-organized trade-union movement has successful-
ly promoted legislation affecting working conditions. In
consequence, almost all management and labour relation-
ships are governed by collective wage contracts; periodi-
cally renewed, they provide for adjustments to maintain a
balance between wages and the cost of living. Venezuela
is one of the few.countries in the world to have kept
inflation under control. Such infiationary tendencies as do
exist spring from conditions abroad, particularly in the
United States, with which Venezuela maintains close rela—
tions.

Social divisions depend upon the different levels of per-
sonal income. The broad social base is composed of the
majority of Venezuelan families who live in an environ-
ment of poverty and social hardship. The low-income
group (about 57 percent of the population) includes the
unemployed and the poorly employed—the majority of
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the rural population and those who inhabit the city slums.
The middle-income group (almost 40 percent) is com-
posed of professionals, technicians, and other persons
with jobs that are moderately remunerated. The small
upper-income group (less than 4 percent) includes ad-
ministrators, executives and highly quahﬁed professxon-
als. , - .

CULTURAL LIFE AND INSTITUTIONS

The fine arts in Venezuela have been influenced by the
most recent trends in Europe, the United States, Mexico,
and Brazil. At the same time, Venezuelans have them-

“selves made important contributions to the plastic arts,

and exhibitions by Venezuelan artists are shown in Eu-
rope and the United States. Jests Soto is an outstanding
producer of “kinetic art,” which contains moving parts.
Some Venezuelan authors have also achieved internation-
al fame. The most outstanding writers are the novelist
Rémulo Gallegos (1884-1969) and the novelist and
essayist Arturo Uslar Pietri (1906- ).

Venezuelans are traditionally known for their musical
abilities. Different regions of the country each produce
distinctive musical expressions. Since the 1920s the gov-
ernment has sponsored one of the most outstanding sym-
phony orchestras in Latin America. The government also
sponsors an Institute of Culture and Fine Arts (INCIBA),
which promotes the publication of books and arranges
for the free distribution of some of them, directly or
indirectly subsidizes magazines of cultural value, spon-
sors exhibitions, and maintains various museums, acade-
mies, and cultural centres, as well as the Biblioteca Na-
cional (National Library) in Caracas.

Among the numerous artistic or learned societies are the
Asociacién Venezolana Amigos del Arte Colonial (Vene-
zuelan Association of the Friends of Colonial Art), the
Sociedad Amigos del Museo de Bellas Artes (Society of
the Friends of the Museum of Fine Arts), and the-Aso-
ciacién Nacional de Escritores Venezolanos (Venezuelan
Writers’ Association). International cultural institutes in-
clude the British Council and the Centro Venezolano-
Americano (Venezuelan-American Centre). There are nu-
merous specialized, university, and government libraries
throughout the country.

The museums in Caracas include the Museo de Bellas
Artes de Caracas (Fine Arts Museum), the Museo Boli-
variano (Bolivar Museum), the Museo Arte Colonial
(Museum of Colonial Art), and the Museo de Ciencias
Naturales (Natural Science Museum). The Museo “Ta-
lavera” in Ciudad Bolivar contains exhibits of pre-Co-
lumbian and colonial artifacts, The Museo “Urdaneta”
Histdrico Militar (Museum of Military History) is locat-
ed in Maracaibo.

Freedom of the press prevails in Venezuela. There are
several important Caracas daily newspapers. El Nacion-
al and E! Universal provide both domestic and in-
ternational news coverage. Ultimas Noticias and El Mun-
do are owned by the same organization, which also pub-
lishes the magazines Elite, Pdginas, and Venezuela Grdfi-
ca. La Religién, a Catholic publication, was founded in
1889 and is the nation’s oldest newspaper. The Daily
Journal is an English-language paper. Important news-
papers outside Caracas include E! Impulso of Barquisi-
meto and Panorama of Maracaibo.

All radio and television broadcasting is controlled by
the ministry of communications. The government station
is the Radio Nacional. There is also one educational
station and more than 200 commercial stations..There
are four television stations; one of them, Televisora Na-
cional, is state-owned.

PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE

Venezuela is experiencing rapid changes in its traditional
structure. During the past few decades the proportion of
the population living in rural areas (about 70 percent in
the 1930s) has diminished, while that living in the urban
concentrations (about 75 percent in 1970) has increased.
This change has been reflected in occupational changes.
Whereas previously agriculture was the primary activity,
today commerce and public services together employ the
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greater part of the working population, with agriculture
and mining in second place and industry in third.

Economic growth resulting from the exploitation of the
country’s mineral wealth has made possible a great ex-
pansion in education; this is of particular importance in
view of the fact that in the early 1970s about 66 percent
of the population was under 24 years old.

Prospects for Venezuela’s future are directly related to
the success of the programs for economic development,
particularly those that seek to integrate the poorer section
of the population into the consumer society toward which
the remainder of the population is oriented.

Continued economic and social advance, however, is
primarily dependent upon the maintenance of the de-
mand for and prices of petroleum and petroleum prod-
ucts,

BIBLIOGRAPHY. BANCO CENTRAL DE VENEZUELA, Informe
Econémico (annual), a wide analysis of the development of
every sector of the Venezuelan economy, and Memoria (an-
nual), an overall, present view of the evolution of the na-
tional economy, and a comparison with the world economy;
ANTONIO LUIS CARDENAS, Geografia Fisica de Venezuela,
2nd ed. (1965), a regional study of Venezuela and its natural
elements; LEOPOLDO GARCIA MALDONADO, Educacién y Salud
Publica (1970), a compilation of essays on the various edu-
cational and sanitary aspects of Venezuela; LEvI MARRERO,
Venezuela y sus recursos (1964), an illustrated and descrip-
tive geography; MINISTERIO DE AGRICULTURA Y CRIA, Anuario
Estadistico Agropecuario (annual), a summary of the statis-
tics on agriculture; MINISTERIO DE OBRAS PUBLICAS, Atlas de
Venezuela (1969), the most recent work on cartography re-
lated to Venezuela; yosg ANTONIO MAYOBRE, Las Inversiones
Extranjeras en Venezuela ( 1970), an investigation of the
amount of the foreign investment in the country and an eval-
uation of this within the Venezuelan economy; pEDRO SEGNINI
LA CRUZ, Desarrollo y Politica (1971), an economic and po-
litical analysis of the present situation of Venezuela; 1SBELIA
SEQUERA DE SEGNINI, La Productividad en la Agricultura
(1968), a geographic and economic study of the elements af-
fecting the productivity of the Venezuelan agriculture; AR-
TURO USLAR PIETRI, La Tierra Venezolana, (1965), literary and
graphic impressions of many cities and regions of the country;
PABLO VILA et al., Geografia de Venezuela, vol. 1 and 2
(1960-65), a study of the Venezuelan natural, physical, cul-
tural, and geographical landscapes.

(I.S.de S.)

Venezuela, History of

The oldest inhabitants of Venezuela were primitive food-
gathering Indians who arrived in the Late Paleolithic
Era. There followed, successively, invasions by other
food-gathering groups, by community-dwelling Arawaks,
and by warlike, cannibalistic Caribs. The most advanced
Venezuelan Indians were the farming tribes of the Andes;
nomadic hunting and fishing groups roamed Lake Mara-
caibo, the Llanos, and the coast.

Christopher Columbus discovered what is now Venezue-
la in 1498, during his third voyage to the New World.
The following year, Spanish explorers at Lago de Mara-
caibo observed Indian villagers living in huts built on
piles over the shallow water, and they therefore chris-
tened the region “Venezuela” (little Venice).

The first quarter-century of European contact was limit-
ed to the northeast coast and confined to slave hunting
and pearl fishing; the first permanent Spanish settlement,
Cumana, was not made until 1523. In the second quarter
of the 16th century, the centre of activity shifted to the
northwest region, where the Welser banking house of
Augsburg purchased exploration and colonization rights;
German attempts to find precious metals and to occupy
the area failed, however, and Spain repossessed the area
in 1546.

In the latter half of the 16th century, Spanish agricul-
turalists, using Indian slave labour, began effective col-
onization. Caracas was founded in 1567, and by 1600
more than 20 settlements dotted the Venezuelan Andes
and the Caribbean coast. During the 17th and 18th centu-
ries, the llanos and Maracaibo regions were gradually
taken over by various Roman Catholic missionary orders,

The colonial economy was based on agriculture and
stock raising. Maize, beans, and beef were the domestic

consumption staples; sugar, cacao, tobacco, and hides were
the principal exports. Spain’s European rivals, the French
and English in the 16th century and the Dutch in the 17th
century, succeeded in taking over most of Venezuela’s
commerce until the early 18th century, when Spain estab-
lished a monopoly trading company. The interests of the
latter, however, proved contrary to those of Venezuelan
producers, who forced dissolution of the company during
the 1780s. .

Venezuelan society during the colonial era was headed
by agents of the Spanish crown. Royal bureaucrats mo-
nopolized the top governing posts, and Spanish clergymen
dominated the high church offices, Creoles (native-born
whites), however, owned the colony’s wealth, principally
land, and used it to hold the coloured races in bondage:
mestizos (persons of mixed European and Indian ances-
try) were generally without property, social status, or po-
litical influence; Indians performed forced labour on inte-
rior farms or were segregated on marginal lands; Negroes
were slaves on the coastal plantations. In theory, Venezue-
la was governed by the Spanish crown through the Au-
diencia of Santo Domingo in the 16th and 17th centuries
and through the Viceroy of New Granada (at Bogota)
during the 18th century. In practice, however, the Vene-
zuelans exercised a great deal of local autonomy through-
out the colonial era.

Venezuela’s Creoles readily spearheaded the South
American movement for independence in the early 19th
century. On April 19, 1810, taking advantage of Napo-
leon’s conquest of Spain, Caracas Creoles deposed the
King’s agents and set up a local governing junta. This
body, joined by Creole representatives from other parts of
Venezuela, declared independence on J uly 5, 1811. Subse-
quently, royalist forces contested for a full decade with
the Creole rebels; the latter, under the leadership of Si-
mén Bolivar, finally succeeded in casting off the Spanish
yoke in June 1821. Venezuelans thereupon combined with
victorious Creoles of neighbouring Colombia and Ecua-
dor to form the new Republic of Gran Colombia, but the
long-time partisans of an autonomous Venezuelan nation,
led by Gen. José Antonio Pdez, ultimately prevailed in
1830 (see also LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN,
COLONIAL).

Venezuela, 1830-1935, Péez headed Venezuela’s first
national government. He dominated Venezuelan politics
throughout the period 1830-48; he was president from
1831 to 1835 and was elected to another four-year term in
1839. He established law and order by subduing ambi-
tious provincial caudillos (military leaders). Péez ruled in
cooperation with the large landholders and leading mer-
chants of the Conservative Party. They enacted a constitu-
tion at Valencia in 1830 that reflected their social and
political philosophy—a centralist state, property quali-
fications for voting, death penalty for political crimes,
freedom of contracts, and continuance of slavery. The
church lost its tax immunity and its educational monopo-
ly, and the army was shorn of its autonomy; thus, state
supremacy was achieved. Stability thus assured, recon-
struction of the war-torn economy began. Government
finances were put in order, the nation’s credit was firmly
established abroad, and amortization of the national debt
was begun. Construction of new roads promoted interior
commerce and the export of coffee and cacao.

In contrast to the troubled times that preceded and fol-
lowed it, the 1830-48 period of Conservative Party domi-
nation was an era of political stability, economic progress,
and responsible administration. An opposition movement
began to develop in 1840, however, when Antonio Leoca-
dio Guzmain, the leading spokesman for dissident mer-
chants and professional men, founded the Liberal Party.
Guzmdn’s new liberal newspaper, El Venezolano, de-
manded abolition of slavery, extension of voting rights,
and protection for the debtor classes. Declining demands
in the world market for Venezuela’s agricultural com-
modities during the 1840s produced economic difficulties,
which in turn contributed to the increasing opposition to
the Conservative oligarchy.

The growing political crisis was brought to a head in
1848 by Gen. José Tadeo Monagas. Although elected
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president as a Conservative in 1846, he soon gravitated
toward. the Liberals. He intimidated the Conservative
congress and appointed Liberal Party ministers. When
Péez rebelled in 1848, Monagas defeated him and forced
him into exile. >

The decade 1848-58 was one of dxctatonal rule by I osé
Tadeo Monagas and his brother, Gen. José Gregorio
Monagas, who alternated as president during the period.

Liberal Party laws were passed abolishing slavery, ex-

tending suffrage, outlawing capital punishment, and lim-
iting interest rates, but they were not implemented. Integ-
rity in government waned; heavy deficit financing ruined
the nation’s credit; the economy began to stagnate and
decay. In 1857 the Monagas brothers attempted to impose
a new constitution extending the presidential term from
four years to six and removing all restrictions on re-elec-
tion. The Liberal leaders thereupon joined the Conserva-
tive opposition, and in March 1858 they brought the Mo-
nagas dynasty to an end. This first successful rebellion in
Venezuela’s national history set off five years of revolu-
tionary turmoil between the Liberals and Conservatives.
The issues in these so-called Federalist Wars were, on the
Liberal side, federalism, democracy, and social reform
and, on the Conservative side, centralism and preserva-
tion of the political and social status quo. The conflicts
were extremely bloody, and control of the central govern-
ment changed hands several times. General Péez returned
in 1861 to restore Conservative hegemony for two years,
but in 1863 final victory went to the Liberals, led by
Generals Juan Falcén and Antonio Guzmdan Blanco.

A new constitution enacted in 1864 incorporated the
federalist principles of the victors. Local freedoms quickly
disappeared, however, at the hands of provincial caudi-
llos. As president in 1864—68, Falcon appeared content to
allow subordinates, many of them irresponsible, to rule, at
both the state and national levels. Liberal mismanage-
ment and increasing political chaos provided an opportu-
nity for the Conservatives, now led by José Tadeo Mona-
gas, to return to power in 1868. But this merely opened
the floodgates of civil war. General Guzméan Blanco ral-
lied the Liberals to his cause, overthrew the Conserva-
tives, and assumed power in 1870.

Guzman Blanco’s triumphal entry into Caracas in April
1870 halted the political chaos and economic stagnation
that had plagued the nation since 1858. The new president
took the field himself and pacified the country in less than
two years; he thereupon launched a broad program of
reform and development.

A new constitution in 1872 proclaimed representative

government, universal suffrage, and direct election of the -

president. Economic reforms, such as restoration of the
nation’s credit by means of new bond issues, liberal con-
cessions to foreign investors, and an ambitious communi-
cations and transportation development program, gave
further evidence of Guzmdén Blanco’s apparent devotion
to Liberal Party principles. He ordered establishment of a
nationwide system of public primary education and liber-
al state support for secondary and higher education. He
not only abolished ecclesiastical privileges, cut off state
subsidies to the Roman Catholic Church, proclaimed reli-
gious liberty, and legalized civil marriage but he also
confiscated church properties, exiled the archbishop, and
closed the convents.

Guzmin Blanco was the popular choice for president i in
the 1873 election. He departed for Europe in 1877, leav-

ing a puppet successor in charge; but when the opposition -

rebelled, he returned to crush it and resumed the presi-
dency in 1878. The following year he left Gen. Joaquin
Crespo in charge. Guzmdn Blanco returned from Europe
in 1886 to serve a final two years in the face of growing
popular opposition to his policies.

Unquestionably, Guzméan Blanco’s regime had both pos—
itive and negative results for the nation. His admirers
point to his political and military genius and to his admin-
istrative, economic, educational, and religious reforms.
His detractors emphasize his tyrannical ruling methods,
his financial chicanery, his monumental vanity, his super-

ficial educational reforms, and his unwarranted attacks
_upon the church. For four years after the end of his

Venezuela, History of

69

regime, Venezuela floundered in new political chaos as
various civilian political groups tried unsuccessfully to
establish responsible representative goi?ernment In Octo-
ber 1892 Crespo seized power. His six-year rule was trou-
bled by continued political turmoil, growing economic
difficulties, and the nation’s first serious diplomatic prob-
lem—concerning a dispute with Great Britain over the
boundary between eastern Venezuela and western British
Guiana. This jungled “no man’s land,” in which gold was
discovered in 1877, had been the object of alternating
claims and counterclaims between Venezuela and Great
Britain for more than half a century. Great Britain repeat-
edly refused Venezuela’s requests to refer the matter to
arbitration, and in 1887 Venezuela suspended diplomatic
relations. President Crespo appealed to the United States,
and, in 1895, U.S. president Grover Cleveland pressured
Britain to arbitrate. Aninternational tribunal handed
down a decision in 1899 that failed to satlsfy Venezuela’s
demands. - -

The turn of the century was a turmng point in Venezue-
lan history. In 1899 Gen. Cipriano Castro, a caudillo
from the Andean state of TAchira, descended with his
provincial army upon Caracas and seized the presidency.
For the next 59 years, except for an interlude in 194548,
five successive military strongmen from Téchira con-
trolled the nation. Castro.ruled from 1899 to 1909. His
regime was characterized by administrative tyranny,
financial irresponsibility, almost constant domestic revolt,
and frequent foreign intervention. The most serious inter-
nal uprising occurred in eastern Venezuela in 1902-03.
This and subsequent revolts were put down by Gen. Juan
Vicente Gomez. Castro’s cavalier treatment of foreign
businessmen and diplomats and his refusal to pay for
foreign properties damaged in domestic insurrections re-
sulted in a British-German-Italian blockade of the Vene-
zuelan coast in 1902-03 and a Dutch attack upon Venezue-
la’s mavy in 1908. 111 health forced Castro’s departure for
Europe for medical attention in 1908, whereupon Gémez
usurped the presidential powers and did not relinquish
them until his death 27 years later. .

Goémez was an effective dictator. By manipulating elec-
tions, abolishing all organized political activity, and mo-
nopolizing appointive powers, he was able to establish a
completely subservient legislative and judicial structure.
He muzzled the press and stifled the opposition with an
elaborate spy service, and he used arbitrary arrests, exiles,
long imprisonments, and assassinations to insure his con-
trol. Efficient police and army organizations, modernized
and professionalized by Gémez, maintained his power
through unrestricted use of force.

Political order and liberal concessions attracted foreign
petroleum investors. Dutch and British petroleum inter-
ests—the Royal Dutch-Shell combine—entered Venezue-
la just before World War I; immediately after the war,
Standard Oil interests from the United States arrived to
compete with the British and Dutch. By 1928 Venezuela
had become the world’s leading exporter of oil and was
second only to the United States in oil production. The oil
industry brought the nation such benefits as high-paying
jobs, subsidies to agriculture, expanded government reve-
nues, and increased domestic and foreign trade. Contin-
ued high levels of petroleum exports in the 1930s saved
the economy from collapse during the world depression.

The extraordinary income from oil provided the where-
withal for economic progress. Networks of roads, rail-
roads, and port facilities were constructed; many new
public buildings were erected; the entire foreign debt was

- paid off; the large domestic debt was drastically reduced.

Yet the oil prosperity was unevenly distributed; most Ven-
ezuelans continued to live in abject poverty, and their
health, housing, and education needs were ignored by the
state. Meanwhile, Gomez and the top bureaucrats and
army officers enriched themselves; the dictator became
the nation’s largest landholder, biggest stock raiser, and
wealthiest citizen; and he remained master of the political
and economic system untll his death, from natural causes,
in 1935.

Venezuela since 1935. Eleazar Lopez Contreras, who
had been war minister under Gémez, succeeded him and
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served as president until 1941, Lopez restored civil liber-
ties, sanctioned political activity, and permitted labour to

.organize during 1936; but he restored the dictatorship in

1937, when the opposition became too threatening. In
1938 he inaugurated a three-year development plan that
included construction of public schools and hospitals and
support for agriculture and private industry.

Isaias Medina Angarita, a fellow Tachira general, was
president in 1941-45; he continued this development pro-
gram and also restored political liberties. A World War II
transportation squeeze resulted in a sharp decline in pe-
troleum revenues during 1941 and 1942, and President
Medina revised upward-—under a 1943 oil law—the na-
tion’s share in the profits of the petroleum industry. As
the transportation shortage eased and new concessions
were granted, a petroleum boom stimulated an upsurge in
the whole economy during 1944 and 1945.

In October 19435, at the height of the wartime prosperity,
the Medina administration was suddenly overthrown. This
revolution was the most fundamental in the nation’s histo-
ry; it marked the assumption of power, for the first time,
by a political party (Accion Democratica) that had the
support of a majority of the Venezuelan people. Party
leader Rémulo Betancourt headed a civilian-military jun-
ta that ruled the nation for 28 months. On July 5, 1947,
a new constitution reflecting the labour-leftist philosophy
of the party was adopted, and in December 1947 novelist
Rémulo Gallegos was elected to the presidency.

Accion Democratica promptly launched a sweeping pro-
gram of reform: a fifty-fifty tax decree assured the nation
of at least half the profits of the petroleum industry;
labour was encouraged to organize and to bargain hard
for its rights; broad government support was granted for
health, housing, and education and for agricultural and

industrial development. These democratic reforms pro- *

voked strong opposition from conservative forces that
culminated in a November 1948 military coup. The new
ruling junta was headed by Lt. Col. Carlos Delgado
Chalbaud and Maj. Marcos Pérez Jiménez; two years
later the former was assassinated, and the latter became
Venezuela’s new strongman.,

Thus, from 1951 to 1957 the nation was again controlled
by a Téchira military dictator. Pérez Jiménez outlawed
political activity, crushed the labour movement, closed
down the universities, and muzzled the press. Accion
Democratica’s nationwide reform programs were aban-
doned in favour of modernizing Caracas and enriching the
dictator and his army associates. Finally, popular opposi-
tion grew so great that the navy and air force joined to
overthrow Pérez Jiménez in January 1958. A civilian-
military junta ran the country for one year, after which
Rémulo Betancourt was elected president.

The second Betancourt administration (1959-64) was
considerably more moderate than the first. This time,
Accion Democrética, in contrast to its earlier exclusivism,
cooperated with the next largest party, the middle-of-the-
road Christian Democrats, and set up a coalition govern-
ment. This government launched programs designed to
modernize agriculture, develop domestic industry, im-
prove the nation’s health, and eliminate illiteracy. In 1960
it passed an agrarian reform law intended to provide
farms for all rural families. In 1962 it inaugurated a
national steel industry, the Siderirgica del Orinoco, to
process part of the vast iron-ore deposits exploited by
U.S. companies under concessions granted in 1950,

Despite broad developmental progress, the Betancourt
administration was troubled by political unrest and eco-
nomic crisis. The armed forces launched several unsuc-
cessful coups, and civilian elements both on the right and
left resisted the moderate reform programs. To compli-
cate matters, a sharp depression occurred in 1960-63. In
foreign affairs, Venezuela severed diplomatic relations
with the Dominican Republic in 1960 (after Dominican
agents attempted to assassinate Betancourt) and broke
relations with Cuba in 1961 (following repeated Cuban
attempts to aid the Venezuelan Communists).

The 1963 presidential elections, held in an atmosphere of
great political tension, were narrowly won by the Accion
Democratica candidate Rafl Leoni. The Christian Demo-

crats thereupon withdrew from the governing coalition,
but they were replaced by the labour-leftist Unién Repub-
licana Democrética. The oil and iron-ore industries began
to boom once more, and a new petrochemical industry
was launched. Although the return of prosperity ac-
celerated the development and reform programs begun in
the early 1960s, growing popular impatience and dissatis-
faction strengthened the opposition Christian Democrats,
whose presidential candidate, Rafael Caldera, won the
1968 elections.

Caldera’s maugurauon in 1969 marked the first nme in
Venezuela’s history that an incumbent government peace-
fully surrendered power to an opposition electoral victor.
The political ideology and domestic programs of the
Christian Democrats were scarcely distinguishable from
those of Accién Democratica, but Caldera was more
flexible in his foreign policy. He improved relations with
Cuba, the Soviet Union, and the Latin-American military
dictatorships. In the early 1970s, rising economic national-
ism resulted in Venezuelan majority ownership of foreign
banks, state control of the natural-gas industry, and a
moratorium on the granting of oil concessions.

Pres. Carlos Andrés Pérez Rodriguez, the Accién Demo-
cratica victor in the 1973 elections, nationalized the iron-
ore industry in 1975 and the petroleum industry in 1976.
Following the Arab-Israeli War of 1973, Venezuela, as a
founding member of the Organization of Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries (oPEC), more than quadrupled the price
of its oil. The result was a spending orgy that attracted
a wave of South American immigrants, increased food
and luxury imports, produced growing waste and corrup-
tion, and created a privileged economic elite while doing
little to alleviate the poverty of the masses. In an attempt
to reduce the domestic inflationary effects of increased oil
revenues, Venezuela set up a Latin-American development
fund to assist the country’s less fortunate neighbours.
Popular dissatisfaction with government management of
the new oil wealth resulted in another Christian Demo-
cratic presidential victory in 1978 by Luis Herrera Cam-
pins.
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Venice

A city that is uniquely wedded to the sea, Venice is a
major seaport of northern Italy, capital of the province of
Venezia and the region of Veneto, and former centre of a
maritime republic whose economic and political power
was felt throughout the Mediterranean world for more
than 1,000 years. Although other cities are built on is-
lands, are also laced with canals, and are rich in art and
architecture, although other cities have been world pow-
ers, there is only one Venice. Perhaps no other city of the
West has so long and so strongly appealed to the roman-
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