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Blasz And aySPecial welcome to Congresgman Frank Horton.))

Frank, because of your diligence in working with so many of
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proud to take one more step and proclaim this May to be the first
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Asian;Americaq4month.
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But let me first acknowledge the gentlemgn in the Senate who
was ‘Frank’s co-sponsor; someone who has left us; a greét man who

: : , : e semi
wrote both haiku and lasting legislation w1thAgra¢efu1 fluency --

Senator Spark Matsunaga of Hawaii.\\\ Let today be his day.\\\
i//'7 Spafgil brilliant career was the culmination of a }story
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that began 146 years ago with the arrival of the Nisei, the first

Japanese-Americans to land on these shores. And—3126-—years ago
this Thursday marks the driving of t e, the

completion—of the greatest engineeriﬁg—fea%—sinee—the-@;ea%—W&%1

e trans-continental railroad by

Chinese~americans.
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NOWAAsiany/f;;m dozens of lands, across a broad swath of the

world that spans from Pakistan to the Philippines, have found
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Dese or Thai descent. But before-theyareanything
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Look at the scope of America’s demographic change.

am&VEetnameséT\Fambodian,aﬁd Laotian neighborhoods flourish just
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across the Potomac River. The minaret of a Mosque rises over the

skyline of a Dallas suburb. The student body of a school in

Southern California is made up of almost entirely Hmong ((MONG))
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children., All of these are subtle sigﬂgtthat AsiangAmericans are
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our country’s fastest growing minority population. They are
changing America, and.they are changing America for the better.
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Some Asian#Americans come from families that have 1lived in
America for more than a century. Others have literally just
arrived by boat.or jumbo jet. But all can rely on strong
communities, networks of family and friends, often with the
support of a church, synagogue, mosque or temple.

So whatever their background, all enjoy strong communities.
These seven million Americans show us an example of how strong
families can instill an abiding respect for the law, tenacity in
the endeavor of life and work, and most of all -- excellence in
education.

Consider this: The last U.S. Census showed that 75 percent

of Asian-Americans aged 25 and over had a least a high school
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degree -- high above the national average of 66 percent. Su’this

nation is 1ncomparably richer because of great scientists like
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Nobel Prize-winner Dr. Yuan Lee Jnd the late-An ((Ahn)) Wan?ji We -
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are richer because > ‘ 2 4 g
f+e1dS; because of the talent of Michael Chang, and the courage
of the late Ellison Onizuka. And we are richer because of Asian-
P&afib American leaders, many with us today. /)
ﬁ;§DA€f9/" Count among them Elaine Ch;g;/De uty Secretary at the
(\:ﬁo(\[\, g puty 4
4 Department of Transportation; Sichan Siv, on the White House
(ﬁyy// staff; Wendy Gramm, Chairman of the Federal Commission on
“}§>ﬁ<> Commodity Future Trading and Julia Chang Bloch, U.S. ambassador

© Nepal -- our first Asian-American ambassador.
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This is—understandable+ POlitics is often a second, third
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or fourth-generation profession/ But-the time will comé‘i——aﬂé—
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it—is—net—far off -— when more and more Asianf¥Americans will seek

office to lead our cities, our states, and our nation. And, as
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America looks -East in the century ahead, we will need your
insights and your leadership as never before.
You know that the future of Europe has been very much on my

mind of late. But America’s destiny is also tied to the Pacific
wun”
Rim. I have lived in Asia. And I know that the fate of Aszg,zs

no less important to America than the future of Europe.\\\
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That is why we advocate peaceful change; why we will remain
in’ solidarity with the aspirations of the peoples of these many
lands. And that is why America must stand for more than mere
material success. America must remain the beacon of liberty, a
light of hope for the troubled, the oppressed, the downtrodden. .

An ancient Chinese sage once said that: "The pheasant in the
marshes has to take ten steps in order to get one beakful of
food, one hundred steps for one drink of water. Yet it doesn’t
want to be kept in a cage. Though it would be fed like a king,
it would not be hapéy.“

The Peofle oF Ky fandd Cnsso Kol

S it is not enough to let a man purchase what he wants.
He must be allowed to say what he believes. He must be allowed
'to go where he wants. He must be allowed to choose his
government. Economic freedom alone will not provide sufficient

room for the restless human spirit. p
40»H1v
Let us, as we celebrate the contributions of Asian-Américans

to our precious freedoms, remember the restless millions who

remaun . Ins prectesn
stayed behind. In looking for-a—i%ture, they need look no

Ve svccess o
further thanAtheir grandchildren, their children, their brothers,

sisters and cousins who found freedom -- in America. And so it

is in/%our honor that I sign this measure proclaiming this to be
Ie, m
AsianzAmerican, month.

1 1
((Sign proclamation)) Thank you, may God bless you all and

God bless America.
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My Administration is committed to promoting open trade and
fighting protectionism, so that the economic ties between the

United States and Asia can continue to grow. Like Asiansédws /a&*/‘c—

Americans in the United States, these nations are a testament
; i . 3 the power of self-initiative.
With time, we will create a true community of nations
surrounding the Pacific Rim, bound together by commerce, a
shared commitment to democracy, and an abiding friendship.

I am committed to ensunipg that America remains a true
melting pot with respect forXall cultures and all races. Last
month I signed a bill to addri¥ss crimes of hate, intolerance,
and bigotry. To the world,’ America is and must remain a symbol
of freedom and diversity.
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PRESIDENTIAL. ADDRESS: Asian-American Month, The Rose Garden
Monday, May 7, 1990, ((Time))

( (Acknowledgements -- Jeanie Jew and Ruby Moy. Senator
Daniel Inouye, and our newest Senator, Daniel Akaka.
Representatives Pat Saiki, Norman Mineta, Robert Matsui and Ben
Blaz. And a special welcome to Congressman Frank Horton.))

Frank, because of your diligence in working with so many of
your colleagues  in Congress, and the vision of Ruby Moy and
Jeanie Jew, we established Asian-American week. And now I am
proud to take one more step and proclaim this May to be the first
Asian-American month.

PN

(@But ?;Ebresi_go.éﬁiblet me acknowledge the gentlemen in the

Senate who was Frank’s co-sponsor; someone Who has left us; a
great man who wrote both haiku and lasting legislation with
graceful fluency -- Senator Spark Matsunaga of Hawaii.\\\ Let
today be his day.\\\

Spark’s brilliant career was the culmination of a history
that began 146 years ago with the arrival of the Nisei, the first
Japanese-Americans to these shores to trade and to farm a new
land. And 120 years ago this Thursday marks the diiving of the
Golden Spike, the completion of the greatést engineering'
achievement since the Great Wall of China by Chinese-Americans -

-~ the completion of the trans-continental railroad.
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And now Asians from dozens of lands, across a broad swath of
the world that spans from Pakistan to the Philippines, have found
a'new homeland called America. Many are Christian, Moslem, Hindu
and Buddhist. Ihey can be of Arab, Iranian, Indian, Korean,
Burmese or Thai descent. But before they are anything else, they
will tell you that they are Americans first.\\\

Vietnamese, Cambodian and Laotian neighborhoods spring up
just across the Potomac River. The minaret of a Mosque rises
over the skyline of a Dallas suburb. The entire student bédy of
a school in Southern California is almost entirely Hmong ((MONG))
children. All of these are subtle signs that Asian-Americans are
our country’s fastest growing minority population. They are
changing America, and they are changing America for the better.

Some Asian-Americans come from families living in America
longer than most Americans whose ancestors hail from Europe.
Others have literally just arrived from a boat or a jumbo jet.
But all can rely on strong community involvement, from a network
of family and friends, and often with the support of a church,
synagogue, mosque or temple.

But whatever their background, all can look to the support
of a strong community. These seven million Americans bring us an
example of how strong individuals come from strong families that
instill an abiding respect for the law, excellence in the
endeavor of life and work, and most of all -- excellence in

education.
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Consider this: The last U.S. Census showed that 75 percent
of Asian-Americans aged 25 and over had a least a high school
degree -- high above the national average of 66 percent. This
nation is incomparably richer because Doctor Haing Ngor escaped
from the killing fields; because of the talent of Michael Chang
and the courage of the late Ellison Onizuka.

We are richer for great scientists like Nobel Prize-winner
Dr. Yuan Lee, and the late An Wang. And we are richer for Asian-
American leaders, many with us today. Count among them Elaine
Chao, deputy at the Department of Transportation; Sichan Siv, on
the White House staff; Wendy Gramm, Chairman of the Federal
Commission on Commodity Future Trading and Julia Chang Bloch,
U.S. ambassador to Nepél -- our first Asian-American ambassador.

And yet, despite the many exceptions, Asian-Americans have
vet to excel in politics to the same degree in which they have
excelled in every other field of endeavor.

This is understandable. Politics is often a second, third
or fourth-generation profession. But the time will come -- and
it is not far off -- when more and more Asian-Americans will seek
office to lead our cities, our states, and our nation. And, as
America looks East in the century ahead, we will need your
insights and your leadership as never before.

You know, of course, that the future of Europe has been very
much on my mind of late. But America’é destiny is also tied to

the Pacific Rim. I appreciate this fact, because I have lived in
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As‘ epd I know that the fate Asia is no less important to the
’ /

quE;e of America than the future of Europe.\\\

That is why we support the emerging democracies of Asia.

That is why we support peéceful change; why we will remain
in solidarity with the aspirations of the peoples of these many
lands. And that is why America must stand for more than mere
material success. America must remain the beacon of liberty, a
light of hope for the troubled, the oppressed, the downtrodden.

An ancient Chinese sage once said that: "The pheasant in the
marshes has to take ten steps in order to get one beakful of
food, one hundred steps for one drink of water. Yet it doesn’t
want to be kept in a cage. Though it would be fed like a king,
it would not be happy."

So it is not enough to let a man purchase what he wants.
He must be allowed to say what he believes. He must be allowed
to go where he wants. He must be allowed to choose his
government. Economic freedom alone will not provide sufficient
room for the restless human spirit.

So let us, as we celebrate the contributions of Asian-
Americans to our precious freedoms, remember these restless
millions of Asia, those who didn’t immigrate, who stayed behind.
In looking for a future, they need look no further than their
grandchildren, their children, their brothers, sisters. and
cousins who found freedom and made it -- in America.<j§;§\now,
let me sign this measure proclaiming this to be Asian-American

month.
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((Signature)) Thank you, may God bless you all and God

bless America.
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AstAN-PACIFIC AMERICAN MONTH \ ROSE GARDEN
MonpAY, May 7, 1990 \ 11:30 A.M.

FIRST, A SPECIAL WELCOME TO PRIME MINISTER NAMALIU
'[INA-MA-LEW] FrRoOM PAPuA-NEW GUINEA, YOUR EXCELLENCY;

SENATORS DANIEL INOUYE AND PHIL GRAMM.
REPRESENTATIVES PAT SAIKI [SIGH-KEEl, NORMAN MINETA,

BeN BLAz, BrLL BrooMFIELD, JiM LeacH, ENI [ANY]
FALEOMAVAEGA [FOUL-LAY-0-MA-VA-AYNA] AND ALL THE
MeEMBERS OF CONGRESS WITH US TODAY.

-2 -
AND, FINALLY, LET ME EXTEND A SPECIAL WELCOME TO
COoNGRESSMAN FRANK HORTON.

FRANK, BECAUSE OF YOUR DILIGENCE”IN WORKING WITH SO
MANY OF YOUR COLLEAGUES IN CONGRESS -~ AND THE SUPPORT

' OF JEANIE JEw AND RuBy Moy -- WE ESTABLISHED ASIAN-

PaciFic AMERICAN HERITAGE WEEK. AND Now I AM PROUD TO
TAKE ONE MORE STEP AND PROCLAIM THIS MAY TO BE THE
FIRST ASIAN-PACIFIC AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH.
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BUT FIRST ACKNOWLEDGE THE GENTLEMAN IN THE SENATE
WwHO WAS FRANK'S CO-SPONSOR; SOMEONE WHO HAS LEFT us; A
GREAT MAN WHO WROTE BOTH HAIKU AND LASTING LEGISLATION
WITH THE SAME GRACEFUL FLUENCY -- SENATOR SPARK
MaTSUNAGA OF HAWAII.\\\ LET TODAY BE HIS pAY. \\\

WE ALSO HAVE WITH US A NUMBER OF ASIAN AND PACIFIC
AMERICAN LEADERS FROM MANY WALKS OF LIFE: VIRGINIA CHA,
I.M. Per [PAY1l, Doctor TavLor WanG [WONGI, NANCY KwAN
[QUAHNI, Doctor SamueL LEe anp Doctor T.D. LEE.

. B
-4 -
WE ALSO HAVE WITH US TODAY A NUMBER OF

DISTiNGUISHED AMBASSADORS. AND I ESPECIALLY WANT TO
ACKNOWLEDGE GOVERNOR PETER TALI COLEMAN OF AMERICAN

SAMOA AND LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR BENJAMIN T. MANGLONA OF

THE NORTHERN MARIANAS ISLANDS AND EVERY MEMBER OF THEIR
-VERY DISTINGUISHED DELEGATIONS. YOU HAVE COME SO FAR

TO BE HERE TODAY. YOUR PRESENCE IS DEEPLY
APPRECIATED.\\\
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I SAID, WE ARE HERE IN LARGE MEASURE BECAUSE OF THE
vISION OF FRANK HORTON AND SPARK MATSUNAGA. SPARKY'S
BRILLIANT CAREER WAS THE CULMINATION OF A HISTORY THAT
BEGAN 146 YEARS AGO WITH THE ARRIVAL OF THE ISSEI LEE-
sAY]l, THE FIRST JAPANESE-AMERICANS TO LAND ON THESE

SHORES. . |
Now PEOPLE FROM ASIA AND THE PACIFIC, FROM DOZENS

OF LANDS, ACROSS A BROAD SWATH OF THE WORLD THAT SPANS
FROM THE MippLE EAST TO THE PHILIPPINES, HAVE FOUND
THIS NEW HOMELAND CALLED AMERICA.

— - m—,

-6 -

THEY REPRESENT THE WHOLE RANGE OF RELIGIONS:
CHRISTIAN, MosLeM, HINDU AND BUDDHIST. THEY ARE OF
ArAaB, IRANIAN, INDIAN, KOREAN, OR THAI DESCENT. But
THEY WILL TELL YOU THAT THEY ARE AMERICANS FIRST.\\\

LOOK AT THE SCOPE OF AMERICA'S DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGE.
CaMBODIAN, LAOTIAN, AND VIETNAMESE NEIGHBORHOODS
FLOURISH JUST ACROSS THE POoTOMAC RIVER. THE.MINARET OF
A MOSQUE RISES OVER THE SKYLINE OF A DALLAS SUBURB.
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THE STUDENT BODY OF A SCHOOL IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA IS
" MADE UP OF ALMOST ENTIRELY HMONG [MONG] CHILDREN.
PAacIFIC ISLANDERS HAVE ENRICHED THE CULTURE AND
'HERITAGE OF ORANGE COUNTY. FILIPINOS HAVE CALLED
AMERICA HOME SINCE THE FIRST SON OF THE PHILIPPINES
ARRIVED ON THESE SHORES IN 1763. ALL OF THESE ARE—
SUBTLE SIGNS THAT ASIAN AND PACIFIC AMERICANS ARE OUR
FASTEST GROWING MINORITY POPULATION. THEY ARE CHANGING
AMERICA, AND THEY ARE CHANGING AMERICA FOR THE BETTER.

| -8 - |
SOME ASIAN‘AND PACIFIC AMERICANS COME FROM FAMILIES
THAT HAVE LIVED IN AMERICA FOR MORE THAN A CENTURY.
OTHERS HAVE LITERALLY JUST ARRIVED BY BOAT OR JUMBO
JET. BUT ALL CAN RELY ON STRONG COMMUNITIES, NETWORKS
OF FAMILY AND FRIENDS, OFTEN WITH THE SUPPORT OF A
CHURCH, SYNAGOGUE, MOSQUE OR TEMPLE.

SO ‘WHATEVER THEIR BACKGROUND, ALL ENJOY STRONG
COMMUNITIES.
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THESE SEVEN MILLION AMERICANS SHOW US AN EXAMPLE OF HOW
STRONG FAMILIES CAN INSTILL AN ABIDING RESPECT FOR THE
LAW, TENACITY IN THE ENDEAVOR OF LIFE AND WORK, AND
MOST OF ALL -- EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION.

ConNsIDER THIS: THE LAST U.S. CENSUS SHOWED THAT 75
PERCENT OF ASIAN-AMERICANS AGED 25 AND OVER HAD A LEAST
A HIGH SCHOOL DEGREE -- WELL ABOVE THE NATIONAL AVERAGE

OF 66 PERCENT.

- 10 -

THIS NATION IS INCOMPARABLY RICHER BECAUSE OF GREAT
SCIENTISTS LIKE NOBEL PRIZE-WINNER DR. YUAN LEE AND THE
LATE AN [AHN] WANG. WE ARE RICHER BECAUSE OF THE
TALENT OF MICHAEL CHANG, AND THE COURAGE OF THE LATE
ELLISON ONIZUKA. AND WE ARE RICHER BECAUSE OF ASIAN-
PACIFIC AMERICAN LEADERS, MANY WITH US TODAY.
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COUNT AMONG THEM ELAINE CHAO, DEPUTY SECRETARY AT
THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION; WENDY GRAMM, CHAIRMAN
oF THE FEDERAL CoMMISSION ON CoMMODITY FUTURE TRADING;
Crnoy Daus, COMMISSIONER OF THE COPYRIGHT ROYALTY
TﬁIBUNAL; Kvyo [KEY-oH] JHIN, WHO WILL BE NAMED SHORTLY
TO A SENIOR POSITION AT THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS; SICHAN SIV, ON THE WHITE HOUSE STAFF; AND
JuLiA CHANG BrocH, U.S. AMBASSADOR TO NEPAL -- OUR
FIRST ASIAN-AMERICAN AMBASSADOR. ‘

12
As sHOWN BY PUBLIC-SPIRITED LEADERS LIKE SPARK

MATSUNAGA AND THOSE HERE TODAY, ASTIAN-PACIFIC AMERICANS

ARE BEGINNING TO EXCEL IN THE FIELD OF POLITICS AS THEY
HAVE EXCELLED IN EVERY OTHER FIELD.

WHILE POLITICS IS OFTEN A SECOND, THIRD OR
FOURTH-GENERATION PROFESSION, THE TIME IS COMING WHEN
MORE AND MORE ASIAN AND PACIFIC AMERICANS WILL SEEK
OFFICE TO LEAD OUR CITIES, OUR STATES, AND OUR NATION.
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AnD, As AMERICA LOOKS TOWARD THE PACIFIC IN THE CENTURY
AHEAD, WE WILL NEED YOUR INSIGHTS AND YOUR LEADERSHIP
AS NEVER BEFORE.

You KNOW THAT THE FUTURE OF EUROPE HAS BEEN VERY
MUCH ON MY MIND OF LATE. But AMERICA'S DESTINY IS ALSO
TIED TO THE PAcIFICc RiM. I HAVE LIVED IN AsiAa. Awp I
Kuoﬁ THAT THE FATE OF ASIA AND THE PACIFIC IS NO LESS
IMPORTANT TO AMERICA THAN THE FUTURE OF EuroPE. \\\

. B

| - 14 -
- WE ARE ENCOURAGED BY THE CHANGES IN EASTERN EUROPE AND
BY THE RISE OF DEMOCRACY IN OUR HEMISPHERE, BUT WE WILL
NOT NEGLECT ASIA AND THE PACIFIC.

My ADMINISTRATION IS COMMITTEb TO PROMOTING OPEN
TRADE AND FIGHTING PROTECTIONISM, SO THAT THE ECONOMIC
'TIES BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND ASIA CAN CONTINUE TO
GROW. LIKE ASIAN AND PACIFIC AMERICANS IN THE UNITED

STATES, THESE NATIONS ARE A TESTAMENT TO THE POWER OF
SELF-INITIATIVE.



- 15 -

WITH TIME, WE WILL CREATE A TRUE COMMUNITY OF NATIONS
SURROUNDING THE PACIFIC RIM, BOUND TOGETHER BY
COMMERCE, A SHARED COMMITMENT TO DEMOCRACY, AND AN
ABIDING FRIENDSHIP.

THAT IS WHY WE SUPPORT THE EMERGING ASIAN AND
PACIFIC DEMOCRACIES.

THAT IS WHY WE ADVOCATE PEACEFUL CHANGE; WHY WE
WILL REMAIN IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE ASPIRATIONS OF THE
PEOPLES OF THESE MANY LANDS.

- 16 -
AND THAT IS WHY AMERICA MUST STAND FOR MORE THAN MERE
MATERIAL SUCCESS. AMERICA MUST REMAIN THE BEACON OF
LIBERTY, A LIGHT OF HOPE FOR THE TROUBLED, THE
OPPRESSED, THE DOWNTRODDEN.

THE PEOPLE OF THIS LAND KNOW THAT IT IS NOT ENOUGH
TO LET A MAN PURCHASE WHAT HE WANTS. HE MusT BE

ALLOWED TO SAY WHAT HE BELIEVES. HE MUST BE ALLOWED TO
GO WHERE HE WANTS.
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He MUST BE ALLOWED TO CHOOSE HIS GOVERNMENT. ECONOMIC
FREEDOM ALONE WILL NOT PROVIDE SUFFICIENT ROOM FOR THE
RESTLESS HUMAN SPIRIT.

LET US, AS WE CELEBRATE THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF
AsIAN-PACIFIC AMERICANS TO OUR PRECIOUS FREEDOMS,
REMEMBER THE RESTLESS MILLIONS WHO REMAIN BEHIND. IN
LOOKING FOR INSPIRATION; THEY NEED LOOK NO FURTHER THAN
THE SUCCESS OF THEIR GRANDCHILDREN, THEIR CHILDREN,
THEIR BROTHERS, SISTERS AND COUSINS WHO FOUND
FREEDOM -- IN AMERICA.

- 18 -
AND SO IT IS IN YOUR HONOR THAT I SIGN THIS MEASURE
PROCLAIMING THIS TO BE AsIAN-PACIFIC AMERICAN HERITAGE
MONTH.

((SIGN PROCLAMATION)) THANK YOU, MAY GoD BLESS YOU

ALL AND Gop BLESS AMERICA.
# | # #



AsiAN-PaciFic AMERICAN MonTH \ Rose GARDEN
‘MonpAY, May 7, 1990 \ 11:30 A.m.
FIRST, A SPECIAL WELCOME TO PrIME MINISTER NAMALIU
[NA-MA-LEW] FrROM PAPUA-NEW GUINEA, YOUR EXCELLENCY;

SENATORS DANIEL INOUYE AND PHIL GRAMM.
RepRESENTATIVES PAT Saikr [SIGH-KEEl, NoRMAN MINETA,
Ben Braz, BrLL BrooMrieLp, JiM Leacd, ENI [ANY]
FALEOMAVAEGA [FOUL-LAY-0-MA-VA-AYNA] AND ALL THE

MeMBERS OF CONGRESS WITH US TODAY.

: -2 -
AND, FINALLY, LET ME EXTEND A SPECIAL WELCOME TO
CoNGRESSMAN FRANK HORTON. |
FRANK, BECAUSE OF YOUR DILIGENCE IN WORKING WITH SO
MANY OF YOUR COLLEAGUES IN CONGRESS -- AND THE SUPPORT
OF JEANIE JEW AND RuBY Moy -- WE ESTABLISHED ASIAN-
PACIFI; AMERICAN HERITAGE WEEK. AND Now I AM PROUD TO

TAKE ONE MORE STEP AND PROCLAIM THIS MAY TO BE THE
FIRST ASIAN-PACIFIC AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH.
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BUT FIRST ACKNOWLEDGE THE GENTLEMAN IN THE SENATE
WHO WAS FRANK'S CO-SPONSOR; SOMEONE WHO HAS LEFT US; A
GREAT MAN WHO WROTE BOTH HAIKU AND LASTING LEGISLATION
WITH THE SAME GRACEFUL FLUENCY -- SENATOR SPARK

MATSUNAGA OF HAWAII.\\\ LET TODAY BE HIS DAY.\\\

WE ALSO HAVE WITH US A NUMBER OF ASIAN AND PACIFIC
AMERICAN LEADERS FROM MANY WALKS OF LIFE: VIRGINIA CHA,
I.M. Pex [PAYl, Doctor TAavLor WANG [WONGl, NAncY Kwan
[QUAHNI, Docfon SAMUEL Lee Anp Doctor T.D. LEE.

T TR
: -4 -
WE ALSO HAVE WITH US TODAY A NUMBER OF

DISfiNGUISHED AMBASSADORS. AND I ESPECIALLY WANT TO
ACKNOWLEDGE GOVERNOR PETER TALI COLEMAN OF AMERICAN

SAMOA AND LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR BENJAMIN T. MANGLONA OF

THE NORTHERN MARIANAS ISLANDS AND EVERY MEMBER OF THEIR

- VERY DISTINGUISHED DELEGATIONS. YOU HAVE COME SO FAR

TO BE HERE TODAY. YOUR PRESENCE IS DEEPLY
APPRECIATED.\\\
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I SAID, WE ARE HERE IN LARGE MEASURE BECAUSE OF THE
visIoN OF FRANK HORTON AND SPARK MATSUNAGA. SPARKY'S
BRILLIANT CAREER WAS THE CULMINATION OF A HISTORY THAT
BEGAN 146 YEARS AGO WITH THE ARRIVAL OF THE Issex [EE-
sayl, THE FIRST JAPANESE-AMERICANS TO LAND ON THESE

SHORES. .
Now PEOPLE FROM ASIA AND THE PACIFIC, FROM DOZENS

OF LANDS, ACROSS A BROAD SWATH OF THE WORLD THAT SPANS
FROM THE MIDDLE EAST TO THE PHILIPPINES, HAVE FOUND
THIS NEW HOMELAND CALLED AMERICA.

. B
-6 -

THEY REPRESENT THE WHOLE RANGE OF RELIGIONS:

CHRISTIAN, MosLeM, HInNDu AND BubbDHIST. THEY ARE OF

ArAB, IRANIAN, INDIAN, KOREAN, OR THAI DESCENT. BuT

THEY WILL TELL YOU THAT THEY ARE AMERICANS FIRST.\\\

LOOK AT THE SCOPE OF AMERICA'S DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGE.

CAMBODIAN, LAOTIAN, AND VIETNAMESE NEIGHBORHOODS

FLOURISH JUST ACROSS THE PoTtoMAC RIVER. THE MINARET OF
A MOSQUE RISES OVER THE SKYLINE OF A DALLAS SUBURB.
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THE STUDENT BODY OF A SCHOOL IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA IS

" MADE UP OF ALMOST ENTIRELY HMONG [MONG] CHILDREN.

~ PAcIFIC ISLANDERS HAVE ENRICHED THE 'CULTURE AND
HERITAGE OF ORANGE COUNTY. FILIPINOS HAVE CALLED
AMERICA HOME SINCE THE FIRST SON OF THE PHILIPPINES
ARRIVED ON THESE SHORES IN 1763. ALL OF THESE ARE
SUBTLE SIGNS THAT ASIAN AND PACIFIC AMERICANS ARE OUR
EASTEST GROWING MINORITY POPULATION. THEY ARE CHANGING
AMERICA, AND THEY ARE CHANGING AMERICA FOR THE BETTER.

-8 -

SoME ASIAﬁ.AND PACIFIC AMERICANS COME FROM FAMILIES
THAT HAVE LIVED IN AMERICA FOR‘MORE THAN A CENTURY.
OTHERS HAVE LITERALLY JUST ARRIVED BY BOAT OR JUMBO |
JET. BUT ALL CAN RELY ON STRONG COMMUNITIES, NETWORKS
OF FAMILY AND FRIENDS, OFTEN WITH THE SUPPORT OF A
CHURCH, SYNAGOGUE, MOSQUE OR TEMPLE.

SO WHATEVER THEIR BACKGROUND, ALL ENJOY STRONG
COMMUNITIES. .
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‘THESE SEVEN MILLION AMERICANS SHOW US AN EXAMPLE OF HOW
STRONG FAMILIES CAN INSTILL AN ABIDING RESPECT FOR THE
LAW, TENACITY IN THE ENDEAVOR OF LIFE AND WORK, AND
MOST OF ALL -- EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION. |
CoNSIDER THIS: THE LAST U.S. CENSUS SHOWED THAT 75
PERCENT OF ASIAN-AMERICANS AGED 25 AND OVER HAD A LEAST
A HIGH SCHOOL DEGREE -- WELL ABOVE THE NATIONAL AVERAGE

OF 66 PERCENT.
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' THIS NATION IS INCOMPARABLY RICHER BECAUSE OF GREAT
SCIENTISTS LIKE NOBEL PRIZE-WINNER DR. YUAN LEE AND THE
LATE AN [AHN] WANG. WE ARE RICHER BECAUSE OF THE
TALENT OF MICHAEL CHANG, AND THE COURAGE OF THE LATE

ELLISON ONIZUKA. AND WE ARE RICHER BECAUSE OF ASIAN-
PACIFIC AMERICAN LEADERS, MANY WITH US TODAY.
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COUNT AMONG THEM ELAINE CHAO, DEPUTY SECRETARY AT

" THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION; WENDY GRAMM, CHAIRMAN
" oF THE FeperAL CoMMIsSION ON CoMMoDITY FUTURE TRADING;
Cznoy Daus, COMMISSIONER OF THE COPYRIGHT ROYALTY
TﬁIBUNAL; Kvyo [KEY-oH] JHIN, WHO WILL BE NAMED SHORTLY
TO A SENIOR POSITION AT THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS

~ AFFAIRS; SICHAN S1v, ON THE WHITE HOUSE STAFF; AND
JQLIA CHANG BLocH, U.S. AMBASSADOR TO NEPAL -- OUR
FIRST ASIAN-AMERICAN AMBASSADOR.

- 12 -
As SHOWN BY PUBLIC-SPIRITED LEADERS LIKE SPARK

MATSUNAGA AND THOSE HERE TODAY, ASIAN-PACIFIC AMERICANS
ARE BEGINNING TO EXCEL IN THE FIELD OF POLITICS AS THEY
HAVE EXCELLED IN EVERY OTHER FIELD.

WHILE POLITICS IS OFTEN A SECOND, THIRD OR
FOURTH-GENERATION PROFESSION, THE TIME IS COMING WHEN
MORE AND MORE ASIAN AND PACIFIC AMERICANS WILL SEEK
OFFICE TO LEAD OUR CITIES, OUR STATES, AND OUR NATION.
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AnD, As AMERICA LOOKS TOWARD THE PACIFIC IN THE CENTURY
AHEAD, WE WILL NEED YOUR INSIGHTS AND YOUR LEADERSHIP
AS NEVER BEFORE.

You KNOW THAT THE FUTURE OF EUROPE HAS BEEN VERY
MUCH ON MY MIND OF LATE. BuT AMERICA'S DESTINY IS ALSO
TIED TO THE PACIFIC Rim. I HAVE LIVED IN Asia. Awp I
Kudw THAT THE FATE OF ASIA AND THE PACIFIC IS NO LESS
IMPORTANT TO AMERICA THAN THE FUTURE OF EuroPE. \\\

. B
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- WE ARE ENCOURAGED BY THE CHANGES IN EASTERN EUROPE AND
BY THE RISE OF DEMOCRACY IN OUR HEMISPHERE, BUT WE WILL
NOT NEGLECT ASIA AND THE PACIFIC.
My ADMINISTRATION IS COMMITTED TO PROMOTING OPEN

TRADE AND FIGHTING PROTECTIONISM, SO THAT THE ECONOMIC
" TIES BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND ASIA CAN CONTINUE TO
GROW. LIKE ASIAN AND PACIFIC AMERICANS IN THE UNITED

STATES, THESE NATIONS ARE A TESTAMENT TO THE POWER OF
SELF-INITIATIVE.
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WITH TIME, WE WILL CREATE A TRUE COMMUNITY OF NATIONS
SURROUNDING THE PACIFIC RIM, BOUND TOGETHER BY
COMMERCE, A SHARED COMMITMENT TO DEMOCRACY, AND AN
ABIDING FRIENDSHIP. |

THAT IS WHY WE SUPPORT THE EMERGING ASIAN AND
PACIFIC DEMOCRACIES.

THAT IS WHY WE ADVOCATE PEACEFUL CHANGE; WHY WE
WILL REMAIN IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE ASPIRATIONS OF THE
PEOPLES OF THESE MANY LANDS.
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AND THAT IS WHY‘AMERICA MUST STAND FOR MORE THAN MERE
MATERIAL SUCCESS. AMERICA MUST REMAIN THE BEACON OF
LIBERTY, A LIGHT OF HOPE FOR THE TROUBLED, THE
OPPRESSED, THE DOWNTRODDEN.

THE PEOPLE OF THIS LAND KNOW THAT IT IS NOT ENOUGH
TO LET A MAN PURCHASE WHAT HE WANTS. He MusT BE

ALLOWED TO SAY WHAT HE BELIEVES. HE MUST BE ALLOWED TO
GO WHERE HE WANTS. |
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He MuUST BE ALLOWED TO CHOOSE HIS GOVERNMENT. EcoNoMIC
.FREEDOM ALONE WILL NOT PROVIDE SUFFICIENT ROOM FOR THE
RESTLESS HUMAN SPIRIT.

LET US, AS WE CELEBRATE THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF
AsIAN-PACIFIC AMERICANS TO OUR PRECIOUS FREEDOMS,
REMEMBER THE RESTLESS MILLIONS WHO REMAIN BEHIND. IN
LOOKING FOR INSPIRATION; THEY NEED LOOK NO FURTHER THAN
THE SUCCESS OF THEIR GRANDCHILDREN, THEIR CHILDREN,
THEIR BROTHERS, SISTERS AND COUSINS WHO FOUND '
FREEDOM -- IN AMERICA.
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AND SO IT IS IN YOUR HONOR THAT I SIGN THIS MEASURE
PROCLAIMING THIS TO BE AstAN-PACIFIC AMERICAN HERITAGE
MONTH.

((SIGN PROCLAMATION)) THANK YOU, MAY Gop BLESS YOU
ALL AND GOD BLESS AMERICA.

# # it



