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setting 14 Super Bowl records. And if you

will allow me a minute, I'd like to list a few
of the more impressive individual records:
Timmy Smith, 204 yards rushing and two
touchdowns; Ricky Sanders, 193 yards re-
ceiving, the most combined yards—235, and
two touchdowns; and Doug Williams, the
Super Bowl most valuable player, with one
of the most inspiring performances dis-
played by any quarterback in football histo-
ry—340 yards passing, the longest comple-
tion in Super Bowl history, 80 yards. That
breaks one record and—and four touch-

down passes in one quarter—and that
breaks one record and ties two others. Way
to go, Doug. [Applause] You recently
showed the world how to ovem

~ty and did it with style and
isy, isn't it ug ter] He's prob-

ably on his way to Denver. [Laughter] [The
President referred to the sound of a plane
flying nearby.] But, as Dexter Manley might
point out—and a happy belated birthday,
Dexter—this wasn’t a victory accomplished
solely on individual feats. No, it was the
teamwork of a well-coached organization.
This is exemplified by the five team Super
Bowl records set Sunday night. So, con-.
gratulations go to Joe Gibbs and his excel-
fent coa

And, Joe, if I could just add one personal
criticism. Having spent a share of my life in
show business, couldn’t you have saved
some of those thrilling moments in the
second quarter for the last 10 minutes of
the fourth quarter, so we could have a big
curtain?

L L/ 5 But seri i all the Redskins
bl 4| join me in congratulating the Denver =

cos on a fine season. Being number two in
the NFL is also something to be proud of.
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belong to the victorious Redskins and your
loyal fans who, thanks to you, are in hog
heaven. Once again, congratulations, Red-
skins, and God bless you.

| Joe Gibbs. On behalf of the Redskins, I
want to thank the President. And we really
feel like that this was a total team and
family effort for the Redskins. And by that I
mean there was no one individual, as Doug
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and Ricky and Timmy and everybody else
will tell you. It was all of us pulling togeth-

It was sp ecxal teams;’it was ou defense—
played absolutély superb; our(offense it was
our owner, Jack Kent Cooke; Bol by [gener-
al manager Bobby Beathard], getting the
talent; and our coaching staff, which I'm
very thankful for; and most assuredly, all
the fans. Everybody out there that belongs
to the Redskin family pulled together and
helped us get this. And we really did it as
America—the same thing as a team effort
by every single person in the family. And
we thank you very much, and thank you,
President.

Bobby Beathard. As a small token of ap-
preciation from the Washington Redskins,
we would like to present a small present to
President Reagan, making him an official
member of the Redskin family. And thanks
to everybody out there. We're going to give
President Reagan a Washington Redskin
jersey.

The President. Thank you very much. I
play right guard.

Doug Williams. First of all, on behalf of
the Washington Redskins and the President,
I'd like to tell him one thing—this is a long
ways from Zachary. [Laughter] But I have a
token of appreciation also. It’s a Super Bowl
XXII football with both teams engraved on
it—Washington Redskins and Denver Bron-
cos. I'm going to give it to the President
upon one circumstance—that he run the
right play. And the play is trip right, fake
zoom, Larry crisscross. [Laughter] And he’s
got to throw it. [Laughter]

The President. Where's Ricky Sanders?

Doug Williams. Here he comes.

[At this point, the President threw a pass to
Ricky Sanders.)

The President. I'm going to go down and
shake their hands.

Dexter Manley. 1 came up with a solu-
tion, that we're going to renegotiate the
President’s contract for 4 more years.

Note: The President spoke at 2:35 p.m. at
the South Portico of the White House.
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Feb. 2 / Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1988

velopment of confidence-building measures,
and advancement of human rights and fun-
damental freedoms.

The signing of the INF treaty was an his-
toric event. For the first time, the United
States and the Soviet Union will begin re-
ducing nuclear arms. We hope that this be-
ginning will be followed by reaching agree-
ment on our proposal for a 50-percent re-
duction in U.S. and Soviet strategic nuclear
arsenals.

In the field of nuclear testing, the United
States and U.S.S.R. have begun full-scale,
step-by-step negotiations with agreement
on the needed verification improvements to
existing treaties as the first step. Both sides
have also agreed that progress toward ban-
ning nuclear tests must be part of an effec-
tive disarmament process.

In Vienna, we are working out the terms
of reference for negotiations on convention-
al stability in Europe. In addition; we are
continuing the process, which was success-
fully initiated in Stockholm, in the area of
confidence-building measures.

The Conference on Disarmament has an
impressive agenda. Of special importance is
your effort on a convention banning chemi-
cal weapons. Progress has been made in
narrowing differences of principle; you now
face the arduous task of working out the
details and finding solutions on issues which
affect vital security interests of all our coun-
tries. General Secretary Gorbachev and I
have reaffirmed our commitment to negoti-
ations in the Conference on Disarmament,
which would result in a truly effective, veri-
fiable, and global ban on these terrible
weapons.

Under the capable leadership of Ambassa-
dor Max Friedersdorf, the United States del-
egation will continue to work with you in
resolving this and other difficult issues
which engage this forum. I wish you God-
speed.

Note: Ambassador Max L. Friedersdorf read
the President’s statement at the opening of
the 1988 session of the Conference.
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Statement on Senate Confirmation of
Anthony M. Kennedy as an Associate
Justice of the Supreme Court of the
United States

February 3, 1988

I am extremely pleased that today the
Senate has voted, 97 to 0, to confirm my
nomination of Judge Anthony M. Kennedy
as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court.
Judge Kennedy has served with great dis-
tinction as a Federal appellate judge in this
nation’s largest circuit for 12 years. He will
make an outstanding addition to the Su-
preme Court.

By confirming Judge Kennedy as an Asso-
ciate Justice, the Senate has not only re-
stored to the Nation a full nine-member Su-
preme Court, it has reaffirmed this coun-
try’s commitment to the philosophy of judi-
cial restraint. Judge Kennedy believes, as 1
do, that the role of the judge in our demo-
cratic society is faithfully to interpret the
law, not to make it; and that it is just as
important to protect the victims of crime as
it is to protect criminal offenders.

Judge Kennedy represents the best tradi-
tions of America’s judiciary. I am confident
that he will serve the Court and this coun-
try well.

Remarks on Greeting the
Championship Washington Redskins
Following Super Bowl XXII

February 3, 1988
The President. 1'd li wel e

I'd _like to welcome th
M;&%@M%Mﬂ-
ington Redskins; and your coach, Joe Gibbs.
Welcome to the White House! Fellas, what
else is there to say but Hail to the Redskins!

You know, I noticed that some of your
fans painted their faces half red and half
yellow; some of them wore hog noses; some
even climbed lampposts. My staff told me
that wouldn’t be very Presidential; but
make no mistake about it, 'm just as enthu-
siastic as your fans!

The Redskins didn’t simply enter the his-
tory books Sunday night, they rewrote
them. In so doing, you gave new meaning
to the term, “capital offense”—[laughter}—
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Week Ending Friday, January 25, 1985

50th American Presidential Inaugural

Oaths of Office Taken by the President and
the Vice President at the Swearing-in
Ceremony. January 20, 1985

Oath Administered to the Vice President by
Potter Stewart, Associate Justice of the Su-
preme Court of the United States:

I, George Herbert Walker Bush, do sol-
emnly swear that I will support and defend
the Constitution of the United States
against all enemies, foreign and domestic,
that I will bear true faith and allegiance to
the same, that I take this obligation freely,
without any mental reservation or purpose
of evasion, and that I will well and faithfully

Aam about to enter, so help me God.

Odischurge the duties of the office on which I

. Oath Administered to the President by

Warren E. Burger, Chief Justice of the
United States:

I, Ronald Reagan, do solemnly swear that
I will faithfully execute the Office of Presi-
dent of the United States, and will to the
best of my Ability, preserve, protect and
defend the Constitution of the United
States, so help me God.

Note: The private swearing-in ceremony
began at approximately 11:50 a.m. at the
White House with an invocation by the
Reverend Donn Moomaw, pastor of the Bel
Air Presbyterian Church. The ceremony was
attended by immediate members of the
Reagan and Bush families, members of the
Cabinet and the senior White House staff,
and bipartisan congressional leaders.

The oaths of office were administered to
the Vice President and the President at the
landing of the Grand Staircase on the State
Floor. During the President’s oath, which is
prescribed by section 1 of Article II of the
Constitution. Mrs. Reagan held the Bible
which belonged to the President’s mother,
Nelle Reagan. It was opened to II Chron-
icles T:14.

O
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The President and Mrs. Reagan began the
day with breakfast at the White House.
They then went to the Washington Cathe-
dral to attend the National Prayer Service
of Thanksgiving, an interfaith, nonsectar-
ian religious service.

Following the swearing-in ceremony at
the V’hite House, the President and Mrs.
Reagan attended a reception in the State
Dining Room for Reagan and Bush family
members, congressional leaders, Cabinet
members, and other invited guests. Later in
the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Reagan hosted a reception on the State
Floor for entertainers who participated in
the Inaugural Gala at the Washington Con-
vention Center.

The 20th amendment to the Constitution
requires that the President be sworn in on
January 20. Because the date fell on a
Sunday, the public inauguration ceremony
was held at the Capitol on the following
day.

Super Bowl XIX

Remarks With Coach Bill Walsh of the San
Francisco 49'ers Following the Game.

January 20,

The President. Coach Walsh, there ought
to be a bigger word than “congratulations”
for all that we saw tonight and what you
and that team of yours have accomplished.
But that’s the word to use, and I just want
to say congratulations to you and, of course,
congratulations to Joe Montana for his being
picked and for the performance. But for all
of that team—I guess as a coach you
couldn't have asked for anything greater
than they gave you tonight. So——

Coach Walsh. Well, they——

The President. Yes?

Coach Walsh. Well, 1 tell you, they've
given it all year, Mr. President. This is the
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greatest football team and the greatest
group of people I've ever been around. And
I hope we've added to today’s festivities.

The President. You certainly did. And,
you know, if now that the season’s over and
you fellows haven’t anything to do for a
while, I have to go up on the Hill and deal
with Congress in a few day—how would
you like to come back and I could use a

front-line four?

“Coach Walsh. Well, I think we’ll stick to
football, Mr. President. You're equipped for
your job. We’ll just try to deal with this one.

Congratulations to you on your election.
We're all behind you, and we're praying for
you.

The President. Thank you very much.
And again, God bless you all, and it was just
great.

Note: The President’s conversation with
Coach Walsh was broadcast live on the
ABC network following the 49ers 38-16
victory over the Miami Dolphins at Stan-
ford Stadium, Stanford, CA. The President
spoke from the Map Room at the White
House at approximately 9:40 p.m. In his
remarks, the President referred to 49'ers
quarterback Joe Montana, who was chosen
as the most valuable player of the game.

The President had earlier participated in
@ pregame ceremony via a special hookup
between the stadium and the Map Room. At
approximately 6:15 p.m., he tossed the
coin—one commemorating Super Bowl X—
to determine which team would kick off.
Shortly after the coin toss. the President
and Mrs. Reagan had dinner at the White
House with family members.

50th American Presidential Inaugural

Statement on the Decision To Hold the
Official Inaugural Ceremony in the Capitol
Rotunda and the Cancellation of the
Inaugural Parade. January 20, 1985

I have this evening accepted the recom-
mendation of the Committee for the 50th
American Presidential Inaugural to cancel
the Inaugural Parade. And the Joint Con-
gressional Inaugural Committee has, at my
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request, agreed to move the official Inaugu-
ral ceremony to the Rotunda of the United
States Capitol. I have directed the Commit-
tee for the 50th American Presidential In-
augural to make every effort to develop an
alternate event for tomorrow afternoon—
one which would allow those who have
traveled so far and have given so unselfishly
an opportunity to be a part of this historic
occasion.

Nancy and I are disappointed that the
weather in Washington caused this change,
but the health and safety of those attending
and working at these outdoor events must
come before any celebrations. Medical and
military experts have warned that tomor-
row’s weather—which could see tempera-
tures with a windchill factor as low as 30
degrees below zero—would pose significant
risks to the well-being of the many thou-
sands of persons who planned to attend and
work at these events. Under such condi-
tions, exposed flesh can freeze within 5-10
minutes, triggering considerable danger to
many of the parade and ceremony partici-
pants, spectators, and the general public. In
addition, equipment would not be operable.

We are deeply grateful for the enthusi-
asm and patriotism which has been the hall-
mark of so many persons from all 50 States
who have given so much to make this Inau-
gural a success. We look forward to seeing
many of them Monday night at the Inaugu-
ral balls, which will be held as scheduled. It
may be cold outside, but our hearts will
always be warmed by the many wonderful
memories of thousands of our fellow citi-
zens coming to Washington this weekend to
join us as we continue our work to make
American great again.

Note: Earlier in the day, the White House
announced that the Committee for the 50th
American Presidential Inaugural had can-
celed the National Pageant of Young Amer-
icans, which would have included musical
entertainment and fireworks displays at the
Jefferson Memorial on the evening of Janu-
ary 20.
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stand the rigors and hardships of carving a
nation out of wilderness. They laid a firm
foundation built on the worth, dignity, and
inalienable rights of the individual. For sus-
taining them and granting them success in
bringing forth on this continent a new
Nation, they praised the Almighty and His
mercy.

Throughout our history our Presidents
have summoned the Nation to continue this
tradition of praise and thanksgiving. From
George Washington kneeling in the snow at
Valley Forge to Abraham Lincoln praying
for the preservation of the Union to Frank-
lin Roosevelt expressing confidence the
prayers of mankind would bring us through
to victory, we have turned with faith and
trust to the One Who holds the whole wide
world in His hands.

The national celebration of the Bicenten-
nial of the Constitution also gives us an op-
portunity to remember and honor those
who gathered in Philadelphia to forge a
document that would provide a blueprint
for this great Nation. Benjamin Franklin,
the oldest member of the Assembly, re-
minded his fellow delegates that God had
heard their prayers during their struggle for
Independence. Should they not remember,
he asked, that God governs in the affairs of
men? “If a sparrow cannot fall without His
notice,” he urged them, “how can an
empire rise without His aid?”

We look to the future of our Nation in
this same spirit. Let us thank God for our
constitutional form of government, for our
precious freedoms of speech, assembly, reli-
gion, and the press, and for all those who
sacrificed to preserve them in peace and in
war for two centuries.

In recognition of the vital role that ex-
pressions of thanksgiving play in our nation-
al heritage, the Congress, by Public Law
99-265, has designated 1987 as a *“National
Year of Thanksgiving” and authorized and
requested the President to issue a procla-
mation in observance of this event.

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi-
dent of the United States of America, do
hereby proclaim 1987 as a National Year of
Thanksgiving, and I urge all Americans
during this year to celebrate and demon-
strate our gratitude for God’s blessings and
to be grateful for our heritage and our
future.

Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1987 / Feb. 12

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twelfth day of February, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
eighty-seven, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and eleventh.

Ronald Reagan

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis-
ter, 11:45 a.m., February 13, 1987

Federal Emergency Management
Agency . .- . ..., N

Designation of Julius W. Becton, Jr., as
National Defense Stockpile Manager.
February 13, 1987

The President today designated Julius W.
Becton, Jr., Director of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, as National
Defense Stockpile Manager. This is a new
position.

Prior to his current position, Mr. Becton
served as Director, Office of Foreign Disas-
ter Assistance, Agency for International De-
velopment, 1984-1985. Mr. Becton is also
government representative to the American
National Red Cross. For more than 35
years, Mr. Becton served in the United
States Army, retiring with the rank of lieu-
tenant general.

Mr. Becton graduated from Prairie View
A&M College (B.S., 1960), the University of
Maryland (M.A., 1966), and the National
War College (1969-1970). He is married
and has five children. Mr. Becton resides in
Alexandria, VA. He was born July 29, 1926,
in Bryn Mawr, PA.

Super Bowl XXI

Remarks to the New York Giants, the Super
Bowl Champions. February 13, 1987

The President. T'm only half through.
[Laughter] Boy, they're going to be big
when they get as old as I am. [Laughter]
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Well it’'s wonderful to have you all here.
Nancy was going to invite you to my birth-
day party last week, but when I mentioned
the way you like to celebrate, she said she
didn’t think that wearing Gatorade was
Presidential. [Laughter)

So, next week in Washington we’ll be ad-
dressing the critical issues of excellence and
competitiveness in American life. And I
can’t think of a better kick-off than having
the New York Giants here today. No one
who saw your performance during those
close games in the middle of the season and
your overpowering victories in the playoffs
and the Super Bowl can doubt “The Jints”
are a great football team. [Laughter)

Now, I know Coach Parcells has a family
commitment today and couldn’t be with us,
but I also know he’s going to be a little
upset with me for saying that. I read some-
where that he likes to keep everything nice
and modest and humble and understated. I
even hear that when, from time to time,
great players like yourselves make mistakes,
he issues only very gentle, low-key, even
tender reminders like: “Now, now, line-
backer Carson, that’s a no-no.” [Laughter)

I guess the truth is that Bill Parcells is a
little more outspoken than that. But I also
guess that coaches do have a right to take
the game seriously. Not as seriously as the
fans, of course, but seriously. I can remem-
ber the old story told about one Notre Dame
coach—now, not the coach you’re thinking
of—[laughter}—believe me, if I start telling
Rockne stories we’ll be here all day.
[Laughter] :

No, this story is about one of Rock’s suc-
cessors and one of his own players, Frank
Leahy. It was in a game Notre Dame
played back in 1946 and Notre Dame
player Bob Livingstone missed a tackle.
And his teammate, Johnny Lujack,
screamed, “Livingstone, you so-and-so,
you!”—and he went on and on about that.
And then Frank Leahy said, “Another sacri-
lege like that, Jonathon Lujack, and you’ll
be disassociated from our fine Catholic uni-
versity.” Well, in the very next play Living-
stone missed another tackle. And Coach
Leahy turned to the bench and yelled,
“Lads, Jonathon Lujack was completely
right about Robert Livingstone!” [Laughter]
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But the serious side of football is some-
thing the Giants and their fans understand.
After that famous play in 1978 against the
Eagles, one loyal Giant fan, Mike Taubin,
put it this way: “My seats are in the end
zone and I can still see Herman Edwards
coming straight toward me. My life was
over.” [Laughter)

Well, as both stories suggest, football is
more than just serious business—and being
successful at it means realizing that. Harry
Carson and the Gatorade bucket proves my
point. The New York Giants played great
football this year, but they also had fun.
That kind of spirit has always marked the
great Giants teams. That's why our fans
have been so—or your fans, I should say,
have been so loyal and for so many years. 1
don’t have many fans anymore. [Laughter)
Well, they knew that someday they would
have a great team again and that such a
team would mean more than just great ath-
letes, it would mean a team with a heart—a
team that liked each other and a team that
loved fun, but loved winning more.

So don’t forget, you're continuing one of
the best traditions in football history. Some
say those Baltimore Colts versus New York
Giants games in 1958 and 59 were the
greatest ever played. And who can ever
forget the offense of Conerly, Gifford, and
Rote and the great defense of Huff and
Modzeleswki and Grier. Today’s Giant orga-
nization—Wellington Mara, Tim Mara,
George Young, Bill Parcells, and, above all,
this team is marked by that tradition and
that spirit. It’s a traditi ’ve_continued
and ennobled. I know what a moment it
must have been for you, well, Mara, when
Charley Conerly walked over and hugged
you after the Super Bowl.

You know, I was going to mention some
names now. I wanted to single out Joe
Morris as the courageous sparkplug who, in
almost every game, got the offensive
weapon going. And then there was Brad
Benson’s war with a great opponent named
Dexter Manley. And all of you on that tre-
mendous Giants offensive line. You see,
fellas, I used to play guard—[laughter}—
right guard, that is. [Laughter] I'm sympa-
thetic—and then receivers like Mark
Bavaro or Phil McConkey. Phil, as you

know, I'm partial t
Of course, the de
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Of course, the defense—sportswriter Paul
Zimmerman said that, “Coach Parcells
likes to collect elephants. Also linebackers.
And sometimes it’s hard to tell them
apart.” [Laughter] I'm glad he didn’t say
donkeys. [Laughter] That took a minute,
didn't it? [Laughter]

All T can say is I'm awful grateful the
Gipper played before your time. But Law-
rence Taylor, Harry Carson, Carl Banks,
Byron Hunt, Andy Headen, Gary Reasons,
and the rest of you—you were all superb
this year. And so were the men in front of
you, from Jim Burt to George Martin; and
those behind you—a secondary that took
some critical losses this year but came right
back at the opposition. And finally, I
wanted to single out Phil Simms, not only
for his great play on the field but for his
character as a leader.

But it’s hard to single out people on this
team. It wasn’t just Phil or Joe or LT or

Harry. _!T_he__OILC_ﬂlHR_EE[YbﬂdLQQIKﬂd
about this team is that it was a band of

“brothers, a team forged by one undeniable
bond—the will to win.

You know, a young boxer in New York
once asked the Westside Y’s boxing coach
Bob Chiocher what made a good fighter.
And Coach Chiocher didn’t answer with,
well, quick hands or fast feet or punching
power or any of the number of other an-
swers that you might expect. He said in-
stead, “A good fighter is a hungry fighter.”
Well, it’s the same with football teams or in
any sport. And this year the Giants were
hungry for victory—victory for their
owners, for their coaches, and for their fans;
hungry to excel and to be the best; and
hungry to prove that they were true repre-
sentatives of a great and grand football tra-
dition. That’s what the Super Bowl victory
meant. As George Martin said after the
game, “The Giants of yesteryear have
passed the torch.”

So, I want to congratulate all of you—
George Young for playing such a crucial
role in developing this team, Coach Par-
cells, the Maras. All of us today, all of Amer-
ica, salute you. And we salute you as the
best.

Thank you all, and God bless you.
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Mr. Young. It’s nice to be here surround-
ed by the Secret Service instead of by the
Redskins. [Laughter] It's a privilege for me
to represent the Giant organization in
thanking the President for inviting us to
meet him and also for inviting us to visit
the most famous home in all the world. But
before we do anything more, we have some
presents for Mr. President from three of
our captains—Phil Simms, George Martin,
and Harry Carson. But Harry Carson, you'd
better be careful of—he’s a little sneaky.
[Laughter]

Phil Simms will be first.

Mpr. Simms. On behalf of the Giants, Mr.
President, I'd like to present you with this
jersey. We would like for you to be part of
our team. And of course the number, I
think, is very suitable for you.

Mpr. Carson. Mr. President, I had to talk
some of my teammates out of dunking you
because that’s what they wanted me to do
to you. [Laughter] But instead, I would like
to present to you this visiting team jersey so
that whenever we come to RFK, you can sit
in the stands and root for the best team.

Mr. Martin. Mr. President, all of the ball-
players of the New York Giants voted
unanimously to make you an honorary ball-
player of the New York Giants. They did so
only because they said that you and I were
very close in age. [Laughter] 1 quickly in-
formed them that as a senior member of
the New York Giants that that grants me
the veto power. [Laughter] And in doing so,
sir, I would like to give you a replica of our
Super Bowl ring and make you an honorary
coach of the New York Giants.

The President. 1 thank you all. I once
played opposite a fellow that could’ve worn
that ring. [Laughter] He outweighed me
100 pounds. And I decided I wasn’t going
to go under him. And I couldn’t go over
him. I decided to go around him, and I
almost got killed. I met our tackle coming
around the other side. [Laughter] But when
do I report? [Laughter]

Well, thank you all. God bless you all for
being here. We're all proud of you.

Note: The President spoke at 3:05 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House.
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Iran Arms and Contra Aid Controversy

Statement by the Assistant to the President
for Press Relations. February 2, 1987

President Reagan will continue to pro-
vide all information required by those con-
ducting the inquiries into the Iran matter.
Should it be determined the material is
needed, the President is willing to make
available relevant excerpts from his person-
al notes. This is consistent with his meeting
with the Tower board and his commitment
to cooperate fully. The President wants to
get to the bottom of the matter and fix
what went wrong.

National Collegiate Football
Champions

Remarks on Greeting the Penn State
Nittany Lions. February 2, 1987

Well, President Jordan and Coach Pa- %
terno and players of the Penn State football
team, let me start by saying congratulations.

You know, I was a sports announcer once,™
and in one broadcast, I referred to the Nit-
tany Lions. And you've got a widespread
alumni. I got letters from all over, because 1
was talking about the Columbia—or talking
to the Columbia Lions. [Laughter] And 1
found out who the Nittany Lions really
were. [Laughter] Well, the undefeated na-
tional champions of college football—it’s a
title that you all fought hard to win, and the
Fiesta Bowl was a fitting end to a proud
season. You showed that you deserved to be
national champions.

In the 100 years since that November day
when Penn State’s first football team took
the field and beat Bucknell 54 to nothing, I
bet there haven’t been many more exciting
moments than those when, with seconds to
g0, Miami was knocking and you didn’t let
them in. First came Tim Johnson’s sack of a
great athlete, Vinny Testaverde, who had a
receiver wide open with a sure chance to
score. And then came Pete Giftopoulous’
goal line interception; Penn State players
and fans will remember it as long as they
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live. Pete and Tim, you and the entire
squad played cool, smart, hard-hitting de-
fense. You forced errors in the opposition,
and that’s saying a lot, because Miami is an
outstanding team, and they don't usually
make mistakes.

As for the offense, same story: smart and
hard-hitting. Down by 7 minutes to go in
the first half, you—that isn’t 7 minutes. [
sort of sloughed that. Down by 7, minutes
to go in the first half—[laughter}—you
drove 74 yards; and then with everyone
covered and no second chances, John
Shaffer ran the last 4 yards himself. And
Penn State was on the board and on the
way.

And let me just say a word for someone
who's often forgotten: the kicker. Every
time John Bruno punted, it meant their
own 40 or 25 or, most of the time even
further back than that for Miami. I could go
on and talk about what every one of you
did. Trey Bauer said afterwards, “This is the
greatest game in Penn State history.” And if
anyone is going to take issue with that, it
isn’t going to be me. [Laughter] He’s bigger
than me—{laughter}—and a little younger.
[Laughter)

But, yes, you of Penn State showed all the
pundits and the odd-makers, who'd said
that at last you'd met your match, that they
were just plain dead wrong. And you know,
that so inspires me that next time I go see
Congress I might just wear that Nittany
Lions’ hat. [Laughter]

Now before I finish, let me say a special
congratulations to Coach Joe Paterno. For
my money, I think he’s one of the greatest
coaches ever in college sports. And I'm not
thinking just of his two national champion-
ships, his four times as coach of the year, his
six undefeated regular seasons, his 15 sea-
sons in the top 10, his 80-percent winning
record, or his lifetime total of 199 victories.
No, I say he’s one of the best, because while
accumulating all those honors and records,
he’s never forgotten that, first and fore-
most, he’s a teacher who's preparing his stu-
dents not just for the season but for life.
America is great because through our histo-
ry we've had men and women with his kind
of goodness, honor, and decency; his kind of
dedication to his calling; and, yes, his kind
of values.

So, Coach Paternc
come to the White |
and God bless you all
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