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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 22, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : CHRISS WINSTON
FROM: DAN MCGROARTY
SUBJECT : TOAST AT THE GOVERNORS' STATE DINNER

I. SUMMARY

In the State Dining Room on Sunday, February 25, at
7:30 p.m. you will attend the annual Governors' State
Dinner. Almost all the governors will be there, as well as .
many Cabinet members.

I. DISCUSSION

The toast emphasizes your support for the six Education
Goals, and your conviction that -- working together with the
governors -- America's educational system will be able to
meet them.
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McGroarty/Dooley
February 22, 1990
2:45 pm

[GOVS]

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TOAST AT THE GOVERNORS' STATE DINNER
STATE DINING ROOM
FEBRUARY 25, 1990
7:30 PM

It's my great pleasure to welcome all of you to the. White
House. Terry Branstad, doing double duty as Governor of Iowa,
and Chairman of the National Governors Association. Terry, I
salute you and congratulate you on the leadership you have
provided this year in bringing about a concensus‘for change and
focusing on an agenda for educational and environmental quality.
Vice Chairman, Governor Booth Gardner. And there are some new
faces -- new members of the Governors' club I want to welcome:
Governor Florio. Governor Wilder. And Governor Guerrerc of the
Northern Mariana Islands.

[[You know, I'm reminded every day about the vital work
Governors do. The génius of the Governors -- the special insight
that comes from the expefience of being Chief Executive in the
Statehouse. // But come to think of it -- it's always the same
fellow who reminds me. // John Sununu.]]

Each one of you deals every day with issues that affect the

lives of every citizen in your state -- that affect the very

- future of our nation. And of all those many issues, none is more

important than the one we've all been focusing on since we met

-
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last September: Education. What Thomas Jefferson called the
""keystone of the arch" of our democratic system.

In the five months since we met at Mr. Jefferson's
University, we've made a good beginning. For the first time
ever, we've proposed a set of national goals -- goals that will
point the way to a decade-long commitment towards excellence in
education.

I'd like to see these goals posted on the wall of every
school so that every one who walks in -- parents, students,
teachers =-- knows what it is we're aiming for:

So that everyone knows we've set ourselves the goal of
raising the graduation rate to 90% or more.

Of reclaiming first-place in science and math achievement
world-wide.

Of making sure our diplomas mean something. Setting up a
series of check-points -- so that as our children move from grade
school to high school, we assess their performance.

And in addition to those first three goals, three more:

Every American child -- ready to learn from the first day
they walk into that classroom.

Every American adult -- skilled and literate, equipped to be
a productive worker and a participating citizen.

And every school in America -- disciplined and drug-free. //

These goals give us something to reach for. A means of

setting priorities -- measuring our progress.
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I know every State is already hard at work. We all know
there's no one answer -- no one-size-fits-all salution, that
works for every school system from Anéhorage, Alaska to
Zanesville, Ohio -- and for every school in between. We've got
to take advantage of the great strength of our system -- we've
got to turn our States into 50 laboratories of education reform.
And reward what works. When we find a school where kids are
learning -- we've got to make sure we learn the secret to that
school's success.

Our challenge couldn't be clearer: If we're going to
understand the exciting changes we've witnessed around the world ’
-- if we're going to be able to compete in the global marketplace
of the 21st Century,Aaﬁd truly provide opportunity for all
Americans, we've got Fo ask ourselves some threshold questions:

How can our Nation reﬁain a first-rate economic power -- if
. our school system isn't first class?

How can our kids understand the.Revolution of '89 if they
don't know about the Revolution of 17762

-~ How can we be ready for the year 2000 if today's first
graders, the Class of 2001 -- aren't getting a 21st Century
education -- right now.

The people in this room know the answer to these questions.
They are self-evident. The future of this nation -- our ability
to understand our changing world, to meet apd'master the
challenges we;ll face -- is being decided every day: chiid by

child -- in our homes, in our schools, and in our communities.
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So tonight, let me thank you for working with me -~ for the
exditing start we've made, and for your commitment to build on
this beginning. Let us a;l raise our glasses:

. To the partnership between this White House and every State

House in the nation;

And to our commitment to work together =-- toward our future
and to an American education system second to none.

¢ 4



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 21, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT j

THROUGH : CHRISS WINSTON
FROM: " DAN MCGROARTY Waﬁj
SUBJECT: TOAST AT THE GOVERNORS' STATE DINNER

I. SUMMARY

In the State Dining Room on Sunday, February 25, at
7:30 p.m. you will attend the annual Governors' State
Dinner. Almost all the governors will be there, as well as .
many Cabinet members.

I. DISCUSSION

The toast emphasizes your support for the six Education
Goals, and your conviction that -- working together with the
governors ~- America's educational system will be able to
meet them.
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McGroarty/Dooley
February 22, 1990
2:45 pm

[GOVS]

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TOAST AT THE GOVERNORS' STATE DINNER
STATE DINING ROOM
FEBRUARY 25, 1990
7:30 PM

It's my great pleasure to welcome all of you to the White
House. Terry Branstad, doing double duty as Governor of Iowa,
and Chairman of the National Governors Association. Terry, I
saluté'you and congratulate you on the leadership you have
provided this year in bringing about a concensus for change and '
focusing on an agenda for educational and environmental.quality.
Vice Chairman, Governor Booth Gardner. And there are some néw
faces -- new mémbers of the Governors' club I want to welcome:
Governor Florio. Governor Wilder. And Governor Guerrero of the
Northern Mariana Islands.

[[You know, I'm reminded every day about the vital work
Governors do. The genius of the Governors -- the special insight
that comes from the experience of being Chief Executive in the .
Statehouse. // But come to think of it -- it's always fhe same
fellow who reminds me. // John Sununu.]]

Each one of you éeals every day with issues that -affect the
lives of every citizen in your state--- that affect the very
future of our nation. And of all those many issues, none is more

important than the one we've all been focussing on since we met
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last September: Education. What Thomas Jefferson called the
"keystone of the arch" of our democratic system.

In the five months since we met at Mr. Jefferson's
University, we've made a good beginning. For the first time
ever, we've proposed a set of national goals -- goals that will
point the way to a decade-long commitment towards excellence in
education.

I'd like to see these goals posted on the wall of every
school so that every one who walks in -- parents, students,
teachers -- knows what it is we're aiming for:

So that everyone knows we've set ourselves the goal of
raising the graduation rate to 90% or more.

Of reclaiming first-place in science and math achievement
world-wide.

Of making sure our diplomas mean something. Setting up a
series of check-points -- so that as our children move from grade
school té'high school, we assess their performapce.

And in addition to fhose first three goals, three more:

Every American child -- ready to learn from the first day
they walk into that classroom.

Every American adult -- skilled and litérate, equipped to be
a produétive worker and a participating citizen.

And every school in America -- disciplined and drug—freé. //

These goals give us something to reach'for. A means of |

setting priorities -- measuring our progress.
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I know every State is already hard at work. We all know
there's no one answer -- no one-size-fits-all solution, that
works for every -school system from Anchorage, Alaska to
Zanesville, Ohio -- and for every school in between. We've got
to take advantage of the great strength of ouf system -- we've
got to turn our States into 50 laboratories of education reform.
And reward what works. When we find a schqol where kids are
learning -- we've got to make sure we learn the secret to that
school's success.

Our challenge couldn't be clearer: If we're going to
understand the exciting changes we've witnessed around the world
-- if we're going to be able to compete in the global marketplace
of the 21st Century, and truly provide opportunity for all
Americans, we've got to ask ourselves some threshold questions:

How can our Nation remain a first-rate economic power -- if
our school system isn't first class?

How can our kids understand the'Revolution of '89 if they
don't know about the Revolution of 1776?

. How can we be ready for the year 2000 if today's first
gradefs, the Class of 2001 -- aren't getting a 21st Century
education -- right now.

The people in this room know the answer to these questions...
They are self-evident. The future of this nation -- our ability
to understand our changing world, fo meet and master the

challenges we'll face -- is being decided every day: child by

child -- in our homes, in our schools, and in our communities.
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So tonight, let me thank you for working with me -- for the

exciting start we've made, and for your commitment to build on

this beginning. And let us all raise our élasses:

To the partnership between this White House and every State

House in the nation:

And to our commitment to work together -- toward our future
and to an American education system second to none.

# # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TOAST AT THE GOVERNORS' STATE DINNER
STATE DINING ROOM
FEBRUARY 25, 1990
7:30 PM

It's my greét pleasure to welcome all of you to the White

House. Terry Branstad, doing double duty as Governor of Iowa,

and Chairman of the National Governors Association. Terry, I

sélute you and congratulate you on the leadership you have

provided this year in bringing about a concensus for change and

focusing on an agenda for educational and environmental quality.
And it's always wonderful to welcome your Vice Chairman,

Governor Booth Gardner. And there are some new faces -- new

members.  of the Governors'! club I want to welcome: Governor

Florio. Governor Wilder. And Governor Guerrero of the Northern

" Mariana Islands.

[[You know, I'm reminded every day about the vital work
Governors do. The dgenius of the Governors -- thélspecial insight -
that comes from the experience of being Chief Executive in the

Statehouse. // But come to think of it -- it's always the same

. fellow who reminds me. // John Sununu.]]

Each one of you deals every day with issues that affect the

lives of every citizen in your state -- that affect the very

future of our nation. And of all those many issues, none is more

important than the one we've all been focussing on since we met
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last September: Education. »What Thomas Jefferson called the
"keystbne of the arch" of our democratic systemn.

In the five months éince we met at:Mr. Jefferson's
University, we've made a good beginning.. For the first time
ever, we've proposed a set df national goals -- goals that will
- point the way to a decade-long commitmeni towards excellence in
educatioﬁ. |

And as we worked, we talked and sometimes we argued. We
expressed our'hopes and sometimes our frustrations. We even
found a little humor in the serious business of making Américan
education the very best it can'be.

But as we deliberated, as we strové to develop the national
education goals our country needs to remain stroﬁg and
competitive, we achieved something else along the way. We came
together not just as Republicans and Democrats. Not as partisan
competitors, but as fellow chief executives with our hearts and
minds focused on a single goal: the future of our children 'and
our country.

Our work is not finished, but I believe that what we began
in Charlottesville was an historic first step in what can be a
new relationship between us.

So tonight, let me thank you for working with me -- for the
‘exciting start we've maae, and for your commitment to build on
this beginning. And let us all raise our glasses:

To the partnership between this White House and every State

House in the nation;
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Ahd to our commitment to work together -- toward a new
decade of excellence and to an American education system second

to none.
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[GOVS]

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TOAST AT THE GOVERNORS’ STATE DINNER
STATE DINING ROOM
FEBRUARY 25, 1990
7:30 PM

It’s my great pleasure to welcome all of you to the White
House. [Introductory acknowledgements.] Terry Branstad, doing
double duty as Governor of Iowa, and Chairman of the National
Governors Association. And there are some new faces -- new
members of the Governors’ club I want to welcome: Governor
Florio. Governor Wilder. And Governor Guerrero of the Northern
Mariana% Islands.

[([You know, I’'m reminded evéry day about the vital work
Governors do. The genius of the Governors -- the special insight
that comes from the experience of being Chief Executive in the
Statehouse. // But come to think of it -- it’s always the same
fellow who reminds me. // John Sununu. ]]

Each one of you deals every day with issues that affect the
lives of every citizen in your state -- thatc affect the very
future of our nation. And of all those many issues, none is more
important than the one we’ve all been focussing on since we met
last September: Education. What Thomas Jefferson called the
"keystone of the arch" of our democratic system.

In the five months since we met at Mr. Jefferson’s

University, we’'ve made a good beginning. For the first time
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ever, we’'ve formulated a set of national goals -- six objectives

that will help us measure the progress we make towards excellence
in education.

I'd like to see these goals posted on the wall of every

school -- call it Target 2000 -- so that every one who walks in -
- parents, students, teachers -- knows what it is we’re aiming
for:

So that everyone knows we’ve set ourselves the goal of
raising the graduation rate to 90% or more.

Of reclaiming first-place in science and math achievement
world-wide. ‘

Of making sure our diplomas mean something. Setting up a
series of check-points -- so that as our children move from grade
school to high school, we assess their performance.

And in addition to those first three goals, three more:

Every American child -- ready to learn from the first day
they walk into that classroom.

Every American adult -- skilled and literate, equipped to be
a productive worker and a participating citizen.

And every school in America -- disciplined and drug-free. //

Target 2000 gives us something to reach for. Six objectives
that will help us set priorities -- measure our progress.

We’ve set our goals -- now its time to reach them. I know
every State is already hard at work. We all know there’s no one
answer -- no one-size-fits-all solution, that works for every

school system from Anchorage, Alaska to Zanesville, Ohio -- and
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for every school in between. We'’ve got to take advantage of the
great strength of our system -- we'’'ve got to turn our states into
50 laboratories of education reform. And reward what works.
When we find a school where kids are learning -- we’ve got to
make sure we learn the secret to that school’s success.

Our challenge couldn’t be clearer: If we’re going to
understand the exciting changes we’ve witnessed around the world
-- if we’re going to be able to compete in the 21st Century, and
truly provide opportunity for all Americans, we’ve got to ask
ourselves some threshold questions:

How can our Nation compete in the global marketplace --
remain a first-rate economic power -- if our school system is
second-rate?

How can our kids understand the Revolution of ‘89 if they
don’t know about the Revolutions of 17767

Can we be ready for the year 2000 if the high school "Class
of 2001" -- today’s first graders -- aren’t getting a 21st
Century education -- now.

The people in this room know the answer to these questions.

They are self-evident. The future of this nation -- our ability

' understand our changing world, to meet and master the challenges

we’ll face -- is being decided every day: child by child -- in
our schools.

So tonight, let me thank you for working with me -- for the
sound start we’ve made, and for your commitment to build on this

beginning. And let us all raise our glasses:
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To a strong partnership between this White House and every
State House in the hation;
To an American education system secénd to none;

And to our commitment to work together -- toward our goals,
toward our future.
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DINNER (GOVERNORS) SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1980 - 7:30 PM - (bt)
- EAST ENTRANCE = (PARKING)

@ CZTHE PRESIDENT & MRS, BUSH
LA The Vice President & Mrs. Quayle

M‘I’he Secretary of State & Mrs. Baker (Susan) :
A The Secretary of the Treasury & Mrs, Brady (Katherine)
2dThe Secretary of Education & Mrs, Cavazos (Peggy)
A £ The Secretary of Defense & Hon, (Dr.) Lynne V. Cheney
(.t The Secretary of Veterans Affairs & Mrs. Derwinski (Bonnie)
__The Secretary of Labor & Hon. Robert J. Dole
(@ & The Secretary of Housing & Urban Development & Mrs. Kemp (Joanne)
The Secretary of the Interior & Mra. Lujan (Jean)
%,e The Secretary of Commerce & Mrs. Mosbacher (Georgette)
g &£The Secretary of Transportation & Mrs, Skinner (Mary Margaret)
A A& The Secretary of Health & Human Services & Mrs. Sullivan (Ginger)
The Attorney General & Mrs, Thornburgh (Virginia)
£ The Secretary of Energy & Mrs. Watkins (Sheila)
(i The Secrstary of Agriculture & Mrs, Yeutter (Jeanne)

A Hon. & Mrs. Richard G. Darman (Kathleen)
o Hon. (Amb.) Carla A. Hills & Hon., Roderick M. Hi'lls

/Q g Hon, (Dr.) & Mrs. William J. Bennett (Elayne)
£ A Hon. (Dr,) & Mrs. Michael J. Boskin \
A AHon. & Mrs. William K. Reilly (Elizabeth)

({QAHon. (Gov.) & Mrs. John H. Sununu
QHon. (General) Brent Scoweroft

QAHon. (Miss) Debra R. Anderson
L2 Hon. & Mrs. Andrew H. Card, Jr. (Kathleene)
Q.(3Hon. & Mrs, George ("Lanny"”) Griffith (Susan)

A Mr. & Mrs, Raymond Scheppach (Terry)

———--—----———-—0—-----——--—--—u————-----——-h----_————----———--n

GOVERNORS:
—— Governor & Mrs. Joseph Ada (Roseanne)
GUAM/R
(4 @ Governor & Mrs. Cecil D. Andrus (Carol)
IDAHOQ/D

Q (* Governor & Mrs. John Ashcroft (Janet)
MISSOURI/R
( (4 Governor & @A Norman H. Bangerter <Celleen)y v ) Pl

UTAH/R W
(1 4 Governor & Mrs. Evan Bayh (Susan) Maf"’

INDIANA/D .
(L Q Governor & Mrs. Henry Bellmon (Shirley)

OKLAHOMA/R

¢ #:812988Y207 «301440 YI00S P WvediLLy 06-12-2 ¢ 36N0H 3LIHM 3HL:A8 AOY-



DINNER (GOVERNORS) FEBRUARY 25, 1990 PAGE 2

aﬁaGovernor & Mrs. James J. Blanchard (Janet)
MICHIGAN/D

A & Governor & Mrs. Terry E. Branstad (Christine)
IOWA/R

QKR?Governor & Mrs, Carroll A, Campbell, Jr. (Iris)
SOUTH CAROLINA/R

ﬂpcovernor Gaston Caperton f' g faM MI’}%’-

WEST VIRGINIA/D

(R Governor & Mrs. Garrey E, Carruthers (Katherine)
NEW MEXICO/R

A Governor & Mrs. Robert P. Casey {(Ellen)
PENNSYLVANIA/D

(R Governor Michael N. Castle ¥ 47, G ) ‘
62 DELAWARE/R ) ¥ ) g% AQLeﬁaz;dﬁzﬁa)

£l (R Governor & Mrs. Richard F. Celeste (Dagmar)
| OHIO/D

(4 A Governor & Mrs. William P. Clements, Jr. (Rita)
TEXAS/R

AL Governor & Mrs. Bill Clinton (Hilary) )
ARKANSAS

QR Governor & Mrs, Peter T. Coleman (Nora)
AMERICAN SAMOA/R

A4 Governor & Mrs, Steve Cowper (Michael Margaret)

ATASKA/D
- — Governor & Mrs. Mario M. Cucmo (Matildaz)
NEW YORK/D
£ (2 Governor & Mrs./George Deukmejian (Gloria) .
CALIFORNIA/R ‘
A (& Governor & MESL.Edward D. DiPrete (Patricia) ¥ wdon, Wo . Lonnest
RHODE ISLAND/K ¢ el
A Governor & Mrs. Michael S. Dukakis (Kitty)
: MASSACHUSETTS/D

- Governor Alexander A. Fafrelly
VIRGIN ISLANDS/D

(! & Governor & Mrs. James J. Florio (Lucinda)
NEW JERSEY/D

4 Q Governor & Mrs./Booth Gardner (Jean)
WASHINGTON/D . g
A 2 Governor & @cgeil Goldschmidt (Margaret) 9’&’@7@; WMW
OREGON/D :
QA (7 Governor & Mrs. Judd Gregg (Kathy)
NEW HAMPSHIRE/R
(A Governor & Mrs, Lorenzo I, Guerrsro (Matilda)
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS/R

(Ao Governor & Mrs. Joe Frank Harris (Elizabeth)
GEORGIA/D

AL Governor & Mrs. J. Michsel Hayden (Patti)
KANSAS/R

(L Governor & Mrs. Rafael Hernandez-Colon (Lila)
PUERTO RICO/PDP
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DINNER - (GOVERNORS) FEBRUARY 25, 1990 PAGE 3

- DR Bl ]

(A (P Governor & Mrs. Harold Guy Hunt (Helen)
ALABAMA/R

(A Governor Madeleine M. Kunin & Dr. Arthur Kunin
VERMONT/D
A Governor & Mrs. Ray Mabus (Julie)
MISSISSIPPI/D
(i Governor & Mrs, James G. Martin (Dorothy)
NORTH CAROLINA/R
([ Governor & Mrs. Bob Martinez (Mary Jane)
FLORIDA/R ‘
g/e_Governor John R. McKernan, Jr. & Hon., (Rep.) (Mg.) Olympia J. Snowe:
MAINE/R
/2 Governor Ned Ray McWherter
TENNESSEE/D
R Governor & Mrs. George S. Mickelsen {Linda)
SOUTH DAKOTA/R
£ Governor & Mrs. Robert J. Miller (Sandy)
NEVADA/D
— Governor Rose Mofford
ARIZONA/D
[l . Governor & Mrs. William A. O'Neill (Natalie)
, . CONNECTICUT/D
Q& Governor Kay A, Orr & Mr. Willlam D. Orr
NEBRASKA/R '
@Q Governor & Mrs. Rudy Perpich (Lola)
MINNESOTA/D
QA /2 Governor & Mrs. Buddy Roemer (Patti)
LOUISIANA/D
4 & Governor & Mrs, Roy Romer (Bea)
COLORADO/D
_ Governor Williem Donald Schaefer
MARYLAND/D
{7 (? Governor & Mrs. George A. Sinner (Jane)
' NORTH DAROTA/D
{7 & Governor & Mrs. Stan Stephens (Ann)
MONTANA/R
Q.2 Governor & Mrs. Michael Sullivan (Tane)
WYOMING/D
(] @ Governor & Mrs, James R. Thompson (Tayne)
ILLINOIS/R
QA covernor & Mrs. Tommy G. Thompson {Sue Ann)
WISCONSIN/R
2} Governor & Mrs., John Walhee (Lynne)
HAWAII/D
(A Governor L. Douglas Wilder
VIRGINIA/D
@ﬂ Governor & Mrs. Wallace Wilkinson (Martha)
KENTUCKY/D
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THE WHITE HOQUSE
WAS HINGTON

MEMORANDUM
TO: ' Firestone/Card . | | %
FROM: JOSEPH W. HAGIN
SUBJECT: APPROVED PRESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY
EVENT: State Dinner for the Nétion's Governors
DATE: February 25, 1990 —-— Surday
TIME: 7:30 p.m.,
DURATION: 2 Hows
LOCATION: State Floor
ATTIRE: Black Tie ‘
REMARKSREQUIRED; Drisf Remarks
MEDIACOVERAGE: =0 r
FIRST LADY Yes

PARTICIPATION:
ADDITIONAL

INFORMATION:
CONTACT:

TELEPHONE: OFFICE HOME

NOTE: PROJECT OFFICER, SEE ATTACHED CHECKLIST

. Ed Rogers Marlin Fitzwater David Bates
James Cicconi David Demarest David Valdez
Fred McClure Jean Lamb USSS - PPD
Susan Porter Rose - Sig Rogich Gary Walters
PattyPresock - JohnKeller WHCA Audio/Visual
Chriss Winston - Tim McBride WHCA Operations
Laurie Firestone J. Bonnie Newman C. Boyden Gray
William Kristol Paul Bateman John Herrick

Jackie Kennedy



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM

TO: Andy Carxd

FROM: JOSEPH W. HAGIN

SUBJECT: APPROVED PRESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY
EVENT Meeting with Nation's Governors |
DATE: February 26, 1990 —— mmiay
TME: 2+15-pen. |\"I6_PV\A

DURATION: One Hour

LOCATION: TED
- ATTIRE: . Business suit ,
REMARKSREQUIRED: -0

MEDIA COVERAGE: ~ |ress Fool

FIRST LADY No

PARTICIPATION:
ADDITIONAL '
~ INFORMATION:
CONTACT:
TELEPHONE: OFFICE HOME

¥
*

A

NOTE: PROJECT OFFICER, SEE ATTACHED CHECKLIST . )
Ed Rogers Marlin Fitzwater David Bates

James Cicconi - David Demarest David Valdez

Fred McClure Jean Lamb USSS-PPD

Susan Porter Rose Sig Rogich - Gary Walters

Patty Presock John Keller . WHCA Audio/Visual ,
Chriss Winston Tim McBride WHCA Operations
Laurie Firestone dJ. Bonnie Newman C. Boyden Gray
William Kristol Paul Bateman . John Herrick

Jackie Kennedy



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

DATE: FEBRUARY 14,1990

PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING PAGES T0:
NAME PEGGY DOOLEY/SPEECHWRITING

ORGANIZATTON:

FROM: CATHY FENTON, SOCIAL OFFICE

~ PHONE: X7064

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES © INCLUDING COVER LETTER,

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:

ATTACHED IS BACKGROUND ON OUR ENTERTAINMENT FOR THE

FEB. 25 DINNER IN HONOR OF THE GOVERNORE .QF THE STATES

AND TERRITORIES AND THEIR SPOUSES, THE ENTERTAINMENT IS’
"GREATER TUNA" STARRING JASTON WILLIAMS AND JCE SEARS.

YOU MAY REMEMBER READING THAT IT PLAYED THE KENNEDY CENTER
IN DECEMBER AND THE PRESIDENT AND MRS. BUSH WENT TO

SEE "A TUNA CHRISTMAS." THEY REALLY ENJOYED THE SHOW AND
INVITED THEM TO COME TO THE WHITE HOUSE.

PLEASE PREPARE BRIEF THANK YOU REMARKS FOR THE PRESIDENT
TO MAKE FOLLOWING THEIR TWENTY MINUTE PERFORMANCE, WE WOULD
APPRECIATE A COPY OF YOUR DRAFT. THANX YOQU,

IF YOU DO ROT RECEIVE ALL PAGES, PLEASE CALL BACK AS SOON AS PQSSIBLE
TO (202) 456-7788.
RETURN TELECOPY NUMBER: (202) 456-2407

CC:FIRST LADY'S PRESS OFFICE
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oL THE WHITE HOUSE
WABHINGTON

DATE; FEBRUARY 14,1990
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Chinvles . Duggan is the exceutive producer of the
Marines Memoeiai Theatre and the Cable Car
Theadve & San Francisco. Mr. Duggan has been 3
mhmihnnmmy-ﬁveﬂays,indudmg
Corridos, Sister Mary Ignavins Explains It All for
Yom {which opened with Lynn Redgrave and went
on fo star Cloris Leachman and Peggy Cass durisg
s record-breaking ran), Charles Pierce In An In-
timate Extravaganze, Emlyn Williams ss Charles
Dickens, The Foreigner, (which starred Rene
Auberjonois, Imogene Coca, and Charlene Tilton),
and Julic Harris in Bromte. Mr. Doggan prodoced
national tours of Barbara Rush in A Woman of
Iedependent Means which won Bay Arca Theatre
Critics Awards for Best Production and Best Actress
for Wiiss Rush, fan McKlellen Acting Shakespeare
which won the Elliot Nerton Award and Jeeves
Takes Charge which marked his London
producorial debut. Mr. Duggan has also produced

the Sap Francisco conocrt appearanocs of Miss
Peggy Lee, Barbara Cook, Della Reese, end Jim
Bailey as Judy Garland. In New York Mi. Duggan
seaved as associate producer for the Tony Award-
winging play K2. Other recent contributions to the
San Francisco smertainment calendar have been
Americon Jukebox, Steven Banks Home Enteriain-
meng Censer, The Peking Acrobass, and George
Peppard in his San Francisce stage debut as Ernest
Hemingway in Papa Mr. Duggan continues to

Greater Tuna which has been on the boards
in San Francisco for five-and-one-half years. Most
recently, M. Duggan received the Paine Knicker-
bocker Award fream the Bay Area Theatre Critics
Circle for his contribution to Bay Arca theater and
the consistent high quality of his productions.

Ed Heward (Co-author, Director} co-wrrote
Greater Yino with Jastont Williams and Joe Sears

. and directed the original ad national towring

productions. In addition, Mr. Howard divected the
productions that pleyed 2t the Nexus in Atiants, the
Alley in Housiom, the Hartford Stage Compasty, and
New Youk's Circle in The Square. For his wark on
Greater Tuna, Mr. Howard received 2 Los Angeles
Dramaloguc Award and a San Francisco Bay Area
Theatre Critics Award. He is aleo co-anthor amd
tﬁnunnrnf!hc1thiqyo{6hammr21murudﬂtbnp-
pearcd as an HBO special. His directing credits

inchade in 1984 New York production of Romalos -

hamwhichmmmedmdmcteummys
of the year by Time Magazine. In Austin he
designed and sppeared in The Hunchback, and co-
pmdaa_:dnnddsmedxodam' dentsend Rumors, Atthe

dora, 2 comedy based on the novel by Edvward Swift
which ke co-wrote with Douglas Dyer. An Athints
resident, Mr. Howard hes also worked ac an actor,
, Girector, andjor designer for the Barn Dinner
!Theane,mcmmihnm&um’ , and the
Theatrical Outfit. Most recenfly Mr. Howard wrote
the book and lyrics for O Miranda, a new musical
with music by Dennis West. Mr. Howard received
1 B.A. in religion and philosophy from Birmin-
gham-Southern College and an M F.A. jn directing
from the Dniversity of Alabama in Tascaloosa.
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Mz. Seara has moat recently compleisd & tour of
the new sequél to Greatsr Tune, entitled

A Tune Christmes; appesTing in San Franeisca,
RUNEin end Weshangton's Kennedy Center,
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Jos hae just completed & new one act play ibout
young men growing up talled Eddie Les, Eddls Luae. Shabipagortaostival,
It is acheduled to be perfoymed in Jackaon Hala,

Wyoming in 1981 for ths Jeoksen Arts Center.
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good or evil, are transmissible in a certain degree from father te son. But
I suspect that the equal rights of men will rise up against this privileged
Sclomon, and oblige us to continue acquiescence under the “Auoupwotg
Yeveog dotwv [“the degeneration of the race of men”] which Theognis
complains of, and to content ourselves with the accidental aristoi pro-
duced by the fortuitous concourse of breeders. For I agree with you that
there is a natural aristocracy among men. The grouvads of this are virtue
and talents. Formerly bodily powers gave place ameong the aristoi. But
since the invention of gunpowder has armed the weak as well as the strong
with missile death, bodily strength, like beauty, good humor, politeness
and other accomplishments, has become but an auxiliaty ground of dis-
tinction. There is also an artificial aristocracy founded on wealth and

birth, without either virtue or talents; for with these it would belong to .

the first class. The natural aristocracy I consider as the most precicus gift
of nature for the instruction, the trusts, and government of society, And
indeed it would have been inconsistent in creation to have formed man
for the social state, and not to have provided virtue and wisdom enough
to manage the concerns of the society. May we not even say that that
form of government is the best which provides the most effectually for a
pure selection of these natural aristoi into the offices of government? The
artificfal aristocracy is a mischievous ingredient in government, and pro-
vision should be made to prevent ir's ascendancy. On the question, What
is the best provision, you and 1 differ; but we differ as rational friends,
using the free exercise of our own reason, and mutually induiging it’s
errors, Yoz think it best to put the Pseudo-aristoi into a separate chamber
of legislation where they may be hindered from doing mischief by their
coordinate branches, and where also they may be a protection to wealth
against the Agrarian and plundering enterprises of the Majority of the

. people. I think that to give them power in order to prevent them from

doing mischief, is arming them for it, and increasing instead of remedying
the evil. For #f the coordinate branches can arrest their action, so may
they that of the coordinates. Mischicf may be done negatively as well as
positively. Of this a cabal in the Senate of the U. S. has furnished many
proofs. Nor do 1 believe them hecessary to protect the wealthy; because
encugh of these will find their way into every branch of the iegislation to
protect themselves. From 15. to zo. legislatures of our own, in action for
30. years past, have proved that no fears of an equalisation of property are
o be apprehended from them.

5 I think the best remedy is exactly that provided by all our constitutions,
10 leave to the citizens the free election and separation of the aristoi from

the pseudo-aristoi, of the wheat from the chaff. In general they will elect
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the real good and wise. In some instances, wealth may corrupt, and birth
blind them; but not in sufficient degree to endanger the society.?

It is probable that our difference of opinien may in some measure be
produced by a difference of character in those among whom we live, From
what T have seen of Massachosets and Connecticut myself, and still more
from what I have heard, and the character given of the former by your-
self, [vol. 1. pa. r11.] " who know them so much better, there seems to
be in those two states a traditionary reverence for certain families, which
has rendered the offices of the government nearly hereditary in those
families. I presume that from an early peried of your history, members
of these families happening to possess virtue and talents, have honestly
exercised them for the good of the people, and by their setvices have
endeared their names to them.

In coupling Comnecticut with you, I mean it politically only, not
morally. For having made the Bible the Common law of their land they
seem to have modelled their morality on the story of Jacob and Laban,
But altho’ this hereditary succession to office with you may in some degree
be founded in real family merit, yet in a much higher degree it has pro-
ceeded from your strict alliance of church and state. These families are
canenised in the eyes of the people on the common principle ‘you tickle
me, and I will tickle you,” In Virginia we have nothing of this. Our clergy,
before the revolution, having been secured agdinst rivalship by fixed
salaries, did not give themselves the trouble of acquiring influence over the
people. Of wealth, there were great accumulations in particular families,
handed down from generation to generation under the English law of
entails. But the only object of ambition for the wealthy was a seat in the
king's council, All their court then was paid to the crown and iv's crea-
tures; and they Philipised in all collisions between the king and people.
Hence they were unpopular; and that unpopularity continues attached to
their names. A Randolph, a Carter, or 2 Burwell must have great personal
superiority over a commeon competitor to be elected by the people, even
at this day.

At the first session of our legislature after the Declaration of Inde-
pendance, we passed a law abolishing entails, And this was followed by
one sholishing the privilege of Primogeniture, and dividing the lands of
intestates cqually among all their children, or other representatives. These
laws, drawn by myself, laid the axe to the root of Pseudo-aristocracy. And
had another which I prepared been adopted by the legislature, our work

76. The foregoing is T)’s most explicit statement cengerning natural aristocracy.
Ct. hix “Autobiography,” Ford, I, 45~50, 68-6g.
77- TT's note, referring to JA’s Defence,

l



P.4/4

'9Q@ 17:43 T.J.M.F.

FEB 20

390 Tue Apams-JerFErsoN LETTERS

| would have been compleat. It was a Bill for the more jgner::il di%’_ugpn (;f
learning,’ This proposed to divide every county into wards of s. or 6,
miles square, likepyol;r townships; to cst?;!lish in each w'.vard a free school
for reading, writing and common arithmetic; to provide for the annual
selection of the best subjects from these schools who mighe recieve at the
public expence a higher degree of education at a district school; and lfr-?m
these district schools to select a certain number of the most promising
subjects to be compleated at an University, where all the useful sciences
should be taught. Werth and genius would thus have been sought out from
every condition of life, and compleatly prepared by education for defeat-
ing the competition of wealth and birth for public trusts.

My proposition had for a further object to impart to these wards those

ing to them the care of their poor, their roads, police, elections, the nomi-
nation of jurors, administration of justice in small cases, clemel?tary
exercises of militia, in short, to have made them little republics, with a
Warden at the head of each, for all those concerns which, being under
their eye, they would better manage than the ]argcx: republics of the
county or state. A general call of ward-meetings by their \Vat:dem on the
same day thro’ the state would at any time produce the genuine sense 4.)f
the people on any required point, and would enable the state to act in
mass, as your people have so often done, and with so much effect, by thm_r
town meetings. The law for religious freedom,™ which made a part of this
system, having put down the aristocracy of the clergy, and restored to
the citizen the freedom of the mind, and those of entails and descents
nurturing an equality of condition among them, this on Education would
have raised the mass of the people to the high ground of moral respect-
ability necessary to their own safety, and to o_rd?rly government; and
would have compleated the great object of qualifying them to select the
veritable aristoi, for the trusts of government, to the exclusx.on of the
Pseudalists: and the same Theognis who has furnished the epigraphs of
your two letters assures us that ‘oudepiiay mw, Kupy' dyadot moAty (,Sls:
oav dvbpeg [“Curnis, good men have never harmed any city”]". Alt.h?
this law has not yet been acted on but in 2 small and inefficient degree, it is
still considered as before the legislature, with ather bills of the revised
code, not yet taken up, and I have great hope that some patriotic spirit
will, at a favorable moment, call it up, and make it the key-stone of the
arch of our government.
78. “A Bill for the More General Diffusion of Knowledge,” No. 7g in the "Cata-
legue of Bills Prepared by the Commitee of Revisors,” Boyd, 11, §26-35 and », o
79 “An act for establishing reLicious ¥reznom, passed in the Assembly of VTT;;

« in the beginning of the year 1786, in T}, Notes on the State of Virginia, e
Peden (ro35), 223-25.

e

portions of self-government for which they are best qualified, by confid- .

ey A r——
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With respect to Aristocracy, we should further consider that, before
the establishment of the American states, nothing was known to History
but the Man of the old world, crouded within limits either small or over-
charged, and steeped in the vices which that situation gencrates. A govern-
ment adapted to such men would be one thing; but a very different one
that for the Man of these states. FHere every one may have land to labor
for himself if he chuses; or, preferring the exercise of any other industry,
may exact for it such compensation as not only to afford a comfortable
subsistence, but wherewith to provide for 2 cessation from labor in old
age. Every one, by his property, or by his satisfactory situation, is inter-
ested in the support of law and order. And such men may safely and ad-
vantageously reserve to themselves a wholsome controul over their public
affairs, and a degree of freedom, which in the hands of the Canaille of the
cities of Europe, would be instantly perverted to the demolition and de-
struction of every thing public and private. The history of the last 25.
years of France, and of the last 40. years in America, nay of it’s last 200.
years, proves the truth of both parts of this observation.

But even in Europe a change has sensibly taken place in the mind of
Man. Science had liberated the ideas of those who read and reflect, and
the American example had kindled feelings of right in the people. An
insurrection has consequently begun, of science, talents and courage
against rank and birth, which have fallen into contempt. It has failed in
it's first effort, because the mobs of the cities, the instrument used for it's
accomplishment, debased by ignorance, poverty and vice, could not be
restrained to rational action. But the world will recover from the panic of
this first catastrophe. Science is progressive, and talents and enterprize on
the alert. Resort may be had to the pecple of the country, a more goveri-
able power from their principles and subordination; and rank, and birth,
and tinsel‘aristccracy will ﬁnally shrink into insignificance, even there.
This however we have no right to meddle with. It suffices for us, if the
moral and physical condition of our own citizens qualifies them to sclect
the able and good for the direction of their government, with a recurrence
of elections at such short periods as will enable them to displace an un-
faithful servant before the mischief he meditates may be irremediable,

I have thus stated my opinion on a point on which we differ, not with a
view to controversy, for we are both too old to change opinions which
are the result of a long life of inquiry and reflection; but on the suggestion
of a former letter of yours, that we ought not to die before we have ex-
plained ourseives to each other. We acted in perfect harmony thro’ a
tong and perilous contest for our liberty and independance. A constitution
has been acquired which, tho neither of us think perfect, yet both consider
as competent to render our fellow-citizens the happiest and the securest
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The Latin versions of this passage by Buchanan and by Johnston,™ are
but mediocres, But the Greek of Duport ™ is worthy of quotation.

Oupavov ayxAweg xoeprn” Gmo woootL & gowowy
Axdug opgr pehauve uln ket vof epeSeving.

Pipgo: wotdto XepouPep oxevpevos, momep e’ nmg.
'Intaro Be WIEPUYECTL TIOAUTACYKTOU GVELOLO,

The best collection of these psalms is that of the Octagonian dissenters
of Liverpool, in their printed Form of prayer; but they are not always the
besc versions, Indeed bad is the best of the English versions; not a ray of
poetical genius having ever been employed on them. And how nwuch de-
pends on this may be seen by comparing Brady and Tate’s XVth, pealm
with Blacklock’s Justum et tenscem propositi virum [“a men just and
steadfast of purpese”] of Horace, quoted in Hume’s history, Car. 2. ch. 6.
A translation of David in this style, or in that of Pompei's Cleanthes, might
give us some idea of the merit of the original. The character too of the
poetry of these hymns is singular to us. Written in monostichs, each di-
vided into strophe and antistrophe, the sentiment of the 1st, member
responded with amplification or antithesis in the second.

Oun the subject of the Postscript of yours of Aug. 16. and of Ms.
Adams’s Jetter, 1 am silent. T know the depth of the affliction it has caused,
and can sympathise with it the more sensibly, inasmuch as there is ne
degree of affliction, produced by the loss of those dear to us, which ex-
perience has not taught me to estimate. 1 have ever found time and silence
the only medecine, and these but assuage, they never can suppress, the
deep-drawn sigh which recollection for ever brings up, until recollection
and life are extinguished together, Ever affectionately yours

TH: JEzveRson
P.S. Your’s of Sep—just recicved

74. George Bochanan, ed., Pralwiorumm Davidis paraphrasis Beetica, nunc primum
edita (I’ar:i}s, 1566} ; Anthur Johaston, Paraphrasis poetica Psalmoeriuns Davidis (Aber-
deen, 1637},

7% James Buport, Aafidng *Eyupetpog, sive smetapbrasis Ybri Psalitiorion Graecis
versibus consexts (London, 1712).
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Jefferson to Adams

Monticello Gct. 28, 13

Dear Sir

According to the reservation between us, of taking up one of the sub-
jects of our correspondence at a time, I turn to your letters of Aug. 16, and
Sep. 2.

The passage you quote from Theognis, I think has an Ethical, rather
than a potitical object. The whole piece is 2 moral exbortation, noepaiveotg,
and this passage particularly seems to be a reproof to man, who, while
with his demestic animals he is curious to improve the race by employing
atways the finest male, pays no attention to the improvement of his own
race, but intermarres with the vicious, the ugly, or the old, for con-
siderations of wealth or ambition. It is in conformity with the principle
adopted afterwards by the Pythagoreans, and expressed by Ocellus in
another form. Nept &e tiic &k 1@v cAAov ovlpwrwy yeveoeng etc.—
ouy NBowg &veka ) g, Which, s literally as intelligibility will admit,
may be thus translated. ‘Concerning the interprocreation of men, how,
and of whom it shall be, in a perfect manner, and according to the laws of
modesty and sanctity, conjointly, this is what [ think right. First to lay it
down that we do not commix for the sake of pleasure, but of the procres-
tion of children. For the powets, the organs and desires for coition have
not been given by god to man for the sake of pleasure, but for the pro-
creation of the race. For as it were incongruous for a mortal bora to par-
take of divine life, the immortality of the race being taken away, god
fulfilled the purpose by making the generations uninterrupted and con-
tinuous. This therefore we are especially to lay down as a principle, that
coition is not for the sake of pleasure.’ But Nature, not trusting to this
moral and abstract motive, seems to have provided more securely for the
perpetuation of the species by making ic the effect of the cestrum im-
planted in the constitution of both sexes. And not only has the commerce
of fove been indulged on this unhallowed impulse, but made subservient
also to wealth and embition by marriages without regard to the beauty,
the healthiness, the understanding, or virtue of the subject from which we
are to breed. The selecting the best male for & Haram of well chosen
females also, which Theognis seems to recommend from the example of
our sheep and asses, would doubtless improve the human, as it does the
brute animal, and produce a race of veritable aptotot [“aristocrats”]. For
experience proves that the moral and physical qualities of man, whether
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on whom the sun has ever shone. I we do not think exactly alike as to it’s
imperfections, it matters little to our country which, after devoting to it
long lives of disinterested labor, we have delivered over to our successors
in life, who will be able to take care of it, and of themselves.

Of the pamphlet on aristocracy which has been sent to you, or whe
may be it's author, 1 have heard nothing but thro’ your letter. If the per-
son you suspect ® it tnay be known from the quaint, mystical and hyper-
bolical idess, involved in affected, new-fangled and pedantic terms, which
stamp his writings. Whatever it be, I hope your quiet is not to be affected
at this day by the rudencss of intemperance of scribblers; but that you
may continue in tranquility to live and to rejoice in the prosperity of our
country until it shall be your own wish to take your seat among the
Aristoi who have gone before you. Ever and affectionately yours.

Ta: JeFrFersoN

P.S. Can you assist my memory cn the enquiries of my letter of Aug. 22.7

Adams | to Jefferson

Quincy November 12. 1813

Dear Six

As 1 owe you more for your Letters of Oct. 12. and 28 than I shall be
able to pay, I shall begin with the P.S. to the last.

I am very sorry to say, that 1 cannot “assist your memory in the
Enquiries of your letter of August 22d.” I really know not who was the
compasitor of any one of the Petitions or Addresses you enumerate. Nay
farther T am certain I never did know. 1 was so shallow a polititian, that
was not aware of the importance of those compositions. They all appeared
to me, in the circumstances of the Country like childrens play at marbles
or push pin, or rather like misses in their teens emulating each other in
their pearls, their braceletts their Diamond Pins and brussells face.

In the Congress of 1774 there was not one member, except Patrick
Henry, whe appeared to me sensible of the Precipice or rather the Pin-
nacle on which he stood, and had candour and courage enough to ac-
Imowledge it. America is in toral Ignorance, or under infinite deception
concerning that Assembly. To draw the characters of them all would re-
quire a volume and would now be considered as a caracatura print. One

" third “Toties, another Whigs and the rest menguels.

8o. John Taylox of Caroline,

THE ASSENT OF THE MIND 393

There was a little Aristocracy, among Us, of Talents and Letters, Mr.
Dickinson was primus inter pares; the Bell Weather; the Ieader of the
Axistocratical flock. Billy, alias Governor Livingstone, and his Son in law
Mz, Jay, were of this priviledged order. The credit of most if not all those
compositions was often if not generally given to one or the other of these
choice Spirits. Mr. Dickenson however was not on any of the original
Committees. He came not into Congress till Oct. 17. He was not appointed
tilt the rsth by his Assembly, [Journals of Congress, contaiming Theiv
Proceedings] Vol, 1. 30. Congress adjourned 27, Oct. though our correct
Secretary hes not recorded any final Adjournment or dissolution, Mr.
Dickenson was in Congress but ten days. The business was all prepared
arranged and even in 2 manner finished before his Arrival.

R. H. Lee was the Chairman of the Committee for preparing “the loyal
and dutiful Address to his Majesty.” Johnson and Henry were acute
Spirits and understood the Controversy very well; though they had not
the Advantages of Education like Lee and John Rutledge. The Subject
had been near a month under discussion in Congress and most of the ma-
terials thrown out there; It underwent another.deliberation in committee;
after swhich they made the customary compliment to their Chairman, by
requesting him to prepare and report a draught, which was done, and
after examination, correction, amelioration or pejoration, as usual reported
to Congress. Oct, 3, 4. and s5th were taken up in debating and deliberating
on matters proper to be containted in the Address to his Majesty. Vol. 1.
22, October 21. The Address to the King was after debate recommitted
and Mr. John Dickenson added to the Committee. The frst draught was
made and all the essential materials put together by Lee, it might be em-
bellished and seasoned Afterward with some of Mr, Dickensen piety; but
I know not that it was. Neat and handsome as the composition is, having
never had any confidencle] in the Utility of it, I never have thought much
about it since it was adopted. Indeed I never bestowed much Attention on
any of those Addresses; which were ail but repetitions of the same Things:
the same facts and Arguments. Dress and ornament rather than Body, Soul
or Substance. My thoughts and cares were nearly monopolized by the
Theory of our Rights and Wrongs, by measures for the defence of the
country; and the means of governing our Selves.

Please to turn over [to see N. B. at end of letter].

I was in a great Error, no doubt, and am ashamed to confess it; for
those things were necessary to give Popularity to Qur cause both ar home
and nbroad. And to shew my Stupidity in a stronger light the seputation
of any one of those compositions, has been 2 more splendid distinction
than any aristocraticat Starr or garter, in the Escutchion of every man who
has enjoyed it. Very sorry that K cannot give you more Sadsfactory infor-
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.The Revisal of the Laws 1776-1786

J. PLAN AGREED UPON BY THE COMMUTTEE OF REVISORS AT FRED-
ERICKSBURG [13 JANUARY 1777]
IO. CATALOGUE OF BILLS PREPARED BY THE COMMITTEE OF RE-
YISOGRS
. BILLS REFORTED BY THE COMMITTEE OF REVISORS, 18 JUNE 177¢
Iv. APPENDIX
1. BILL DECLARING WHEN LAWS SHALL BE IN FORCE
2. JEFFERSON'S NOTES OF ENGLISH STATUTES
8. JEFFERSON'S NOTES OF ACTS OF ASSEMBLY ADOPTED OCTO-
BER 1777 AND MAY 1778
4, OUTLINE OF BILL FOR PROPORTICNING CRIMES AND PUNISH-
MENTS, ke.
5. MEMORANDUN BY JEFFERSON CON BILLS TO 2E DRAFTED

EDITORIAL NOTE

It 15 an extremely difficult task to bring into proper focus, to say nothing
of fully encompassing, the far-reaching revigion of the laws that Jeffer-
son i intang embarked upon_jn the authmn of
1776, This iz chiefly because. the revision of the Inws itself never came
inte focus. ¥t was a long-drawn-out movement, ending in something of
an anti-climax, and never became embedied in a single enactment as in
the case of earlier or later revisions in Virginia and in other states.
However important for the whole future of society its Bill for Estab-
lishing Religious Freedom may have been, the revision as a whole has,
for the most part, faded into obscurity against the background of
ordinary legislation in the decade frem 1776 to 1786, with an occa-
sional landmark standing out in bold relief. ‘There is no single identifi-
able entity that can be called the Revision of the Laws as there is, for
example, in the so-called Chancellors’ Revisal of 1785 or the revision
approved in 1792,

This resulted partly from its purpose, which was not that of forming
a collection of laws then in force but of reforming the entire structure
of law 350 as to strip it of all vestiges of its earlier monarchical aspects

- and to bring it iuto conformity with republican principles. If Jefferson

and his colleagues had been content merely to collect the body of law
then in force, no doubt the General Assembly would have approved in
1779 what it actually did approve in 1792, But this would have been
executing the task of compilers, not that of legisliators, and Jefferson,
Pendleton, Wythe, Mason, and others apparently never entertained the
idea of making & mere collection of the laws. Certainly Jefferson never
did. The failure of the Virginia Convention of 1776 to adopt his pro-
posed Constitution undoubtedly emphasized the need he felt for reform
of the laws, For his Constitution had included some provisions that he
later incorporated in legislative bills that he thought would form “a
system by svhich every fibre would be eradicated of antient or future
aristocracy; and e foundation laid for a government truly vepublican”

£305]
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( Autobiography, Ford, 1, 68). But he no doubt would have proposed
a general overhauling of the legal system as an urgent necessity even
if his Constitution had been wholly adopted, for he understood the dis-
tinction between fundamental and statutory law and knew that the
former could not and should not embrace the detailed provisions of the
Iatter. Certainly Jefferson’s historic decision in the early days of October
1776 to remain in Virginia rather than accept the mission to France was
largely determined by his zeal to remake the legal strueture of the
commonivealth and to remold it both in form and substance so as to
coincide more nearly with the leading principles of the Revolution.
“f knew,” he wrote in his Autobiography, “that our legislation under the
regal government had many very vicious points which urgently required
reformation, and X thought 1 could be of more use in forwarding that
work. 1 therefore retired from my seat in Congress on the 2d. of Sep.,

resigned it, and took my place in the legislature of my state” (same, p.

48).

Yet the failure of the revision of the laws to come into focus and to
be adequately appraised has reselted from the method as well us the
Intent of its leading architect, Jefferson, who was unquestionably the
principal advocate of the idea of reform, was possessed of a sense of
urgency that would not permit 2 single approach toward the goal. As
aiy.active legislator, enmeshed from 1776 to 1779 in the details of day-
to-day law-making and its inevitable tormoil of political maneuverings,
Jefferson was obliged to be alert to the possibifity that any legislative
calendar might bring forth bills proposed by adherents of the ol order.
This ever-present tendency to preserve the status quo or to project the

* mature of colonial institutions into the future required constant vigilance

on his part. But important as this was in the time and enetgles it con-
sumned, the daily hacking away at laws advocated by conservatives wag
not veformy; it was merely the negative strategy of holding ground that

, had already been gained. Jefferson’s achievement as legiskator in the
years 1796 to 1779 was more positive and proceeded on a two-fold -

method. '

The first was a singlehanded effort to hasten the new era of repub-
licanism by the drafting of legislative bills on particular subjects—
courts of justice, entails, the established church, importation of slaves,
naturalization, &e. On these and many other subjects it Is safe to say
that Jefferson was, as author or chief advocate, responsible for the
introduction and adoption of more bills than any other aingle menmber of
the General Assembly in the years 1776 to 1779. In the variety of
subjects tonched upon, in the quantity of bills drafted, and in the unity
of purpose behind =il of this legislative activity, his accomplishment in
this period was astonishing., e was in himself a veritable legistative
drafting bureau. Often his bills were introduced by others; equally as
often he seems to have kad himself appointed to committees in order
that he might give effect to some of his own legislation by ingerting

.

it in or attaching it to the bills of others. But, however his bills were

* introduced or however important some of them were, Jefferson realized

that these were “the details of reformation only . . . points of legislation
[ 806}

EDITORIAL NOTE

prominent in character and principle, urgent, and indicative of the
strength of the general pulse of reformation” (same, 1, 57). Despite
the fact that this piecemeal approach to reform resulted in legislative
achievements greater than he recalled and more extensive than biog-
raphers have recognized, Jefferson realized that a broader, more system-
atic revision of the laws was necessary.

His second approach, therefore, sprang from the conviction, as he
Iater expressed it, “that our whole code must be reviewed, adapted to
our republican form of government, and, now that we had no negatives
of Councils, Governors, and Kings to restrain us from doing right, it
should be corrected, in all it’s patts, with a single eye to reason, and
the good of those for whose government it was framed. Early therefore
in the session of 76, to which I returned, I moved and presented a bill
for the revision of the laws” {same, 1, 57-8), Under the bread terms
of this Act a Committee of Revisors carried on the work of systematic
reform, submitting its repert on 18 June 1779. This Report of the
Comumittee of Revisors comes nearer than anything else to representing
2 concrete revisal of the laws executed under Jefferson’s leadership. Yet
many bills included in this Report ivere, for one reason or amother,
deemed to be of such urgency or importance that they were lifted from
it, introduced; and in some instances enacted in advance of the sub-
ission of the full Report. Others were singled out for similar action
in the years following. Despite this selective treatment of its bills, the
proposed revision as a whole was brought forward for consideration at
the QOctober 1785 session. At that timne about a third of the bills were
enacted, though 2ll that were adopted were suspended in operation
until 1 Jamuary 1787 so that the remainder of the Report could be
considered at the next session and, if approved, the entire revisal put
into effect as a unit. Only a few of the bills that were held over for the
October 1786 session were adopted and the revisal was never put inte
effect as a unit. In 1785 Jefferson was in France and the spensorship
of the reform rested upon James Madison. Some of the radical meas-
ures proposed in the Report met with strong opposition. Then a new
committee was set to work, not with the object of reforming but of
collecting and publishing the Jaws in one source. By 1788, in legisla-
tion as in other fields of political endeaver, “the general pulse of reforma-
tion” was far weaker than it had been in 1776.

Because of these facts, the Bmdinarks of ¢ isd - have been
emphasized are chiefly those that Jefferson himself remembered and

- singled out for emphasis, He left several appraisals of the revision. The

most nearly contemporary account—that in Notes on Virginia—contains
the longest list of “the most remarkable alterations” that had been pro-
posed by the Committee of Revisors (same, 11, 242-55). It is also a
faisly accurate jndex srson_considered his mogt inyportant
E?t’lﬁunens to the work of revision, since most of the bills lsted were

" Those that he drew. In 1788, before the Report of the Committee of

Revisors was even brought up, Jefferson wrote to G. K. van Hogeadorp
n very depreciatory comroent on the revisal: *it contains not more than
three or four laws which could strike the attention of a foreigner. . . .

[3071
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"The only merit of this work is that it may remove from our ook shelves
about twenty folio volumes of statutes, retaining all the parts of then;
which either thelr own mexrit or the established system of laws required
(letter dated 13 October 1785). But by far the most dramatic. and
most famous corment was that made by Jefferson in his Autobiography.
Here he discussed the bills that he introduced separately as weﬁ a3
those that formed his part of the revisal, an account which concluded
with this sweeping estimate of purpose and accomplishment: “ con-
sidered "4 of these bills, passed or reported, as forming a system by
which every fibre would be eradicated of antient or future aristocracy;
-and a foundation laid for a government truly republican. The repeal of

@/ the laws-of entail would prevent the accumulation and perpetuation of

H

wealth in select families, and preserve the soil of the country from being
“daily more and more absorbed in Mortmaid#The abolition of primo-
geniture, and equal partition of inheritances removed the feudal and
unnatueal distinctions which made one member of every family rich,
and 2}l the rest poor, substituting equal partition, the best of all Agratian
laws.*'The restoration of the rights of conscience relieved the people
from tazation for the support of a religion not theirs; for the establish-
ment waz truly of the religion of the rich, the dissen§ng sects being
entirely composed of the less wealthy. people; and thesé, by the bill for
a-general education, would be qualified to understand' their nghw, to
maintain them, and to exercise with intelligence their parts in self-
government: and all this would be effected without the violation of a
single naturel right of any one individual citizen” (Ford, 1, 68-9).
"This dramatic summation by the chief architect of the revision ua-
doubtedly played its part in throwing the foothills into deeper shadow
once the peaks had been singled out. But the total work of revision
extending over a full decade would have been abscuted -even without
auch an emphasis upon some of its parts. For there were other factors
involved in addition to those of purpose, methed, and timing indicated
above. First of all, there is apparently no manuscript extant for the
entire Report of the Committee of Revisors. Apparently no complete
manuscript of the Report was submitted to the General Assembly even
when Jefferson and Wythe, with Peadleton’s concurrence, addressed
their letter to Benjsmin Harrison on 18 June 1779, for that letter,
after explaining that “Some of these bills have been presented to the

House of Delegates in the course of the present session two or thres of

them delivered to memberg of that House at their request to be pre-
sented,” explicitly stated that “the rest are in the two bundles which
accompany this” (italics supplied Y. Second, the Report of the Cummzi{ee
of Revisors, 2 printed text of ninety-six pages issued under authority
of the General Assembly, is the only approximately complete text of
-the work of the Committee of Revisors existing in any form. Even this
cannot be regarded as a complete text of the bills prepared by the Com-
mittee, For it lacks the text of Bill No. 15, which must have been
among “the two bundles” submitted in 1779 but which, being a war-
time measure, had served its purpose so that by 1784 there was no need
to print it. Also, the Committee originally prepared at least 128 bills,
but duting the first week of June 1779 and undoubtedly while prepar-

[3081}1
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ing “the two bundles” for transmittal, TJ struck two from the Iist;
these were bills “for establishing a loan office” and “for regulating the
inspection of tobacco” (see Document 11 In this series, notes § and 12 ).
Furthermore, the Regor? of the Committes of Revisors is, except for
specialists, a rare and innccessible text of the most Interesting and sig-
nificant legal reforms attempted during the Revolutionary era. No com-
plete publication or reproduction of the bills included in it has been
made available hetetofore, Finally, even a full and correct reprinting of
this pamgphlet would be very far from presenting a full account of the
reform of the law attempte?hy Jefferson and his colleagues. To repre-

+ sent the scope of the revision fuily it would be necessary to trace at

Ieast three difficult and tedious stages: {1) the law as it stood before
the Committee of Revisors began work; (2) the alterations that the
Committee proposed; and (3) the extent to which these alterations were

- adopted by the General Assembly. Even in so detailed a work as the

present, such an analysis, in decumentary form, would not be feasible
and probably not desirable. That kind of appraisal must await investiga-
tion and evaluation by the legal historian.

Meanswhile, for the purposes of this work it has been deemed essen-
tial to present at least the full texts of all bills drafted by the Committee
of Revisors, so far as texts can be found. This has been done i the fol-
lowing pages. In many cases a bill as proposed by the Committee has
been compared with the law which it reenacted or altered; In many other
cases—some of them of the highest importance—this has not been
Eﬁsible because no prototype existed, as, for example, in the Biil for

ablishing Religious Freedom or the Bill for Froportioning Crimes
and Panishments. In all cases, however, the extent to which the General
Assembly sccepted or réjected the terms of the bills proposed by the
Committee has been notéd through a comparison of the text of the biil
a9 proposed with that of the act as adopted.

This has never been done before, though in a few notable instances
the difference between what was proposed and what was acocepted has
been commented upon. However, even in respect to the most famous
of all bills in the Report—that concerning religious freedom—the exact .
nature of the differences has not been indicated and has possibly been
misunderstood {see Hening, xI1, 84, where the opinion is given that
the “variations . . . render the style levs elegant, though the sense Is
not affected™ but see Malone, Jefferson, 1, 279, for a more correct
opinion}. A comparison of texts of this Bill also brings out the sur-
prising fact that the text most widely accepted by the general public
and by scholars as the Act for Establishing Religious Freedom is neither
the text of the Bill as drafted nor of the Act as adopted, but a variant
of the twwo which, for some unknown reason, Jefferson made in 1786
and published under a title that induced subsequent generations to
accept it as the text of the Act as adopted. This timeless declaration of
intellectual freedom is here presented (either through a full text, a
facsimile reproduction, or textual annotation ) in the following forms:
{1) as originally printed in 1779 and distributed “for the consideration
of the people™ (2) as printed in the Repor of the Commitice of Re-

[3091]
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being given by the superintendant, shall be no further restrained
by virtue of this act. A person authorised to see the quarantine
performed, or a watchman upon any vessel, place, or goods, under
quarantine, deserting his doty or willingly permitting a person’s
vessel or goods to depart, or be conveyed away, from the place,
where the quarantine ought to be performed, without a lawful
Ticense, or a person, impowered to give a certificate of the perform-
ance of quarantine, knowingly giving a false certificate, shall be
amerced.® The forfeitures inflicted by this act shall be to the use
of the commonwealth, and shall be recovered, by action of debt,
in which actions the defendants shall be ruled to give special bail.4

Report, p. 523, M3 {VIU); cleek’s

copy. Text of Act as adopted Is in Hen. '
- ing, X1, 39931, '

Earlier Acts desling with the quaran-
tire of vessels coming into Virginia were
vassed in 1742, 1788, and 1779 {Hen-
ing, 1v, 99.108; v, 2380-1, ¥87.8). Bill
No. 78 of the revisal was passed in

1783 25 a-sepuraie Acty 1t wag crdared

to ba beought in on 20 Nov. 17 B3, was
presented 24 Nov.,, amended by the
Houge on 3 Der., and pasged the next
day; the Senate amended it 18 Dec.,
which amondments were agreed to by
Mouse 15 Dec. (YD, Oct, 1788, 1828
edn., p. 28, 31, 32, 44, 45, 59, 63). Tha
Act 85 adopted and the Bl ag proposed
by the Committee of Revisors arve the
Fame eacept for the addition of 2 beief
presmbie fo the Act and the other e

ferences Indicated below. Although it -

head, already been enacted jnto law, the

Bill was again brought up o 41 Oct.
1785 by Madison, but was postponed
ta the next session; it was presentsd =t
the OGct. 1786 sesslom, but no further
action was takes on it {same, Oct. 1785,
P- 12-15, 92 same; Oct. 1788, p, 18-17 ).

- 1The Act adds: “the sum of fve
hundred pounds.”

"2 The Act addst “the 3um of one thou-
aaspd pounds.® C

3 The Act adds: the sum of one han-
dred pounds.”

4 The Act has an additional clause
authorizing the governor in councl to
direct the wuditors to issue warrants on
the treasurer for such gsums ns may be
necessary “for the sappert of the per.
son3 performing quarsntine and those
appointed to see it performed,” to Be ze-
paid by the master ¢r ownor of the ves-
82l ut the end of quarantine.

79. A BiH for the More General Diffusion of Knowledge

Whereas it appeareth that however certain forms of government
are better calculated than others to protect individnals in the free
exercise of their natural rights, and are at the same time them-
selves better guarded agninst degeneracy, yet experience hath
shewn, that even under the best forms, those entrusted with power

have, in time, and by slow operations,
“and it is believed that the most effectual means of preventing this

perverted it into tyranny;

would be, to illuminate, as far ag Ppracticable, the minds of the
people at large, and mere especially to give them knowledge of
those facts, which history exhibiteth, that, possessed thereby of

; the experience of other ages and countries, they may be enabled to

know ambition under all its shapes, and prompt to exert their
[ 526}
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111. BILL NO. 79

al powers to defeat its purposes; And whereas it is generally
?r“:.lt: 1.i:lllaftlun‘, people will be happies:t whose.laws are best, agdhare
best administered, and that laws will be wisely fotmed,_ and hon-
estly administered, in proportion as those who form and sdminister
them are wise and honest; whence it becomes expedient for pro-
moting the publick happiness that‘ those persons, whem ngtl.l;e
hath endowed with genius and virtue, should be vendered by
liberal education worthy to receive, and able to guard the sacred

- deposit of the rights and liberties of their fellow citizens, and that

they should be called to that charge Yviﬁhout regard to wealth,
birth or other accidental condition or circumstance; but the indi-
gence of the greater number disabling _them from so educatmg;
at their own expence, those of their clnldren‘ whom nature hzta.h
fitly formed and disposed to become useful instruments for the

- public, it is better that such should be sought for and educated at

the common expence of all, tlmndthat_the happiness of all should
o the weak or wicked: .
bé :;?iﬁdt?e:@fore enacted by the General Assembly, that in every
courity within this commonwealth, there shall be chosen annually;
by the electors qualified to vote for Delegates, three of the mosf
honest and able men of their county, to be called the Aldermen Od
the county; and that the election of the said Aldermen shall be !;.ld
at the same time and place, before the same persons, and not teh
and conducted in the same man:]:r as b{y lav_r is directed for the
tion of Delegates for the county. .
m';‘];: ;ek:i?lnbefore w%mm such election is holden shall certify to
the court of the said county the names of the Aldermen chosen, in
order that the same may be entered of recofd, and s},xa]l give notlcls:
of their election to the sald Aldermen within a fortnight after suc
elg%(:zn;aid Aldermen on the first Monday in Getober, if it be fair,
and if not, then on the next fair day, excluding Sunday, shall mefa;
at the court-house of their county, and preceed to divide their sai
county inte hundreds, bounding the same by water courses, moul;b
tains, or limits, te be run and marked, i they think ne.cessz;lr}r, by
the county surveyor, and at the county expence, x:egxf]atmg the size
of the said hundreds, according to the best of thellr discretion, so as
that they may contain a convenient number of chlldt‘el.l to mak:a }:{p
a school, and be of such convenient size that alf the ch'll(lren ;ﬂt tin
each hundred may daily attend the school to be established therein,
distinguishing each hundred by 2 particular name; whmh‘dwm:»]r:,
with the names of the several hundreds, shall be returned to the
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REVISAL OF THE LAWS 1776-1788

Report, p. 535, Surprisingly, ro MS
copy of thia famoua Bill has been found

- and no memotonda or scraps of motes
mach as T left respecting other Bills,

The Acts pertaining to the College of
William and Mary fell within Pendle-
ton'y share of the revision, but, as TJ

: 1ad 3_hi bi y “We
. thought that . . . & systemstical plan of
goneral education ghould ba praposed,
and X was requested to undertake it. I

Revisal, proposing three distinet grades
of education, reaching all clazses, 1. Fla-
mentary achools for all children gener-

micldie degree of tnatruction, calenlated
for the common purposes of life, and

were in easy clrcumstances, And 34, an
ultimate grade for teaching the seiences

| generally, and in thelr highest degree™
(Ford, 1, 66). Within a deceds after the
wotk of the Committes of Rovisora was
begue, TJ vegarded the Bill for the

Biore- General Diffusion of Knowledee -

{TJ 2o e, 13 Avng. 1785).

ag the moot important ene In the Report
Sﬁ_%[agm
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The ezalted declarntion of putkore in
the preambie remains one of the clpasi
statemeonts of the ibtlity of the
state In maiters of education. But what

DEW an vely Jeffersoninn
In the Biil was not its adveeacy of public
education, for in thls respect it In fact

eavisaged » combined system of public
and private educstion; and, indeed, pub-

lic education was already in practice .

and hed been for some generations in
the systemns of common schools of New
England. But what wga new in the Bill
and what stam; its author ss a con-
structive statesman of faraesing viafon
was .the abject of seeking ot men of
geniua and vivtue and of sendering
them “by kiberal edocaticn worthy %o
recelye, and able to guard the sacred

. deposit of the rights and liberties of

theilr fellow citizens,” This imphied 1o
establishment of 2 wuling &ite that
would promote public happiness by
wively forming snd henestly adminfister-
Ing .the laws; but, though this never
became nned possibly could not becoms
an explicit object of any demoeratic
Soclety, the important dhing about TPs
Bill was that those "whom nature hath
endowed with genius and virtue . . .
should be caifed o that eharge withoue
regard Zo wealth, birth or other acol
dental condition or circumstance.™ Tha

acci:rdingly prepaved three Bills for the.

ally, rich and poor. 3. Collsges for o

mach a8 would he desirable for all who

Bill recognized nmtural gradations nnd
disparitiea among men; it saw nothing
demgereus or inimical to the liberties
of the people in accepting and making
use of such a natura! evistocracy of
virtue and talent; and its unique and
revolutionary feature, never yet put into
practice by any people, wag that, in
ordar to perwit such a natursl aristoe-
racy to Hourish freely, it would remove
ell economie, social, or other harrers
that would interfere with mature®s dia.
tribution of genivs or virtus, {See TJ%
account of this Bill in Notes on Virginia,
¥ord, 1, 251-5; see alzg R. J. Houey-
well, Educadional Work of Thamas Jef-
ferson, Combridge, Mass., 1031.) A
bighly intetesting contemporary com-
ment om the Bill is that by William
Wirt: “Among other wise and highly
potriotic bills which are proposed, thera

i3 one for the more genernl difusion of . .

knowledgs, After a preamblé, fo which

. the importamce of the subject to the

republic j3 most ably end eloquently

- ‘antounced, the bill proposes a simple

and beautiful schems, wherehy sclemce
(like justice under the institations of

" our Alfred) would have been ‘carried

to every man’s door.” Gentup, fostead of
having to break fto way through the
thick opposing clouds of patlye ob-
ecutity, indigence and ignorence, wes to
be sought for through every family in
the commonwealth; the sacred gpark,
wherever it was detecied, wps to be
tenderly cherished; fed and fanned into
a flame; ts innate propertics and tend-
encles were to be developed end exam-
ined, and then camtiously snd judicious-
Iy invested with all the auxilinry eNETEY
and radiance of which ity charactsr wag
susceptible. What a plan was here to
give stability and golid glory to the re-
public! If you ask me why it has never
been adopted, I nnswer, that ns a for-
eigner, I can perceive no possible rea-
son for ¢, except that the comprehensive
viewrs and gemerous patriotlam which
produced the bill, have mot prevailad
throughout the country, nor presided in
the body on whose vote the sdoption of
the bill depended, I have new reason to
remaek it, elmost every day, that there
is thremghout Virginia, 2 most deplor-
able desticution of public apirit, of the
noble yprida and love of couniry. Unless
the body of the people con be nwakened
from this fatal apathy; unless thelr
thoughts and their feslings cnn be urged
beyond the narrow confines of their own
private uffalrs; unless they can be

[ 534 ]
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atrongly inspired with the public zeal,
the omor pairie of the ancient repub-
Hea, the national embellishment, and
the national grandeur of this opulent
gtate, must be reserved for very distant

ages” { Willlam Wict, Letters of a Brie- |

ish Sgyr, 10th edn,, N. Y., 1632, p, 281-9
originally published in 1803),

FY apparently finished the Bill late
in the automn of 1778, for on 18 Dec,
1770 he wrote to Pendleten about ik
{his letter iz missing, but see Pendle-
ton's reply under date of 11 May 1779},
On 18 Dec. 1778 leave way given by tl_m
House for the presentation of 2 Bill
“or the more general diffusion of knowl-
edge,” and Richard Farker and Qemga
MMason were ordered to prepare ity the
Bl was presented by Pavker on the next
duy; whereupon the Xouse “Qrdered,
That the neblic printer do forthwith
print and forward feur cqpias of the
gaid act to each couvaty within this Com-
monwenkth” (JuEm, Oct. 1778, 1827
edn., B 117, 120). 1t ia very doubtful
whether this order to print the BIll was
sctually executed; If it was, mo copy of
it has been found {see Edmund Pendle-
ton te 'TJ, 11 May 1779 snd notes
thereon), The Bill was again presented
on 12 Jone 1780, but no further action
was taken until, on 31 Cct. 1735, qui-
son brought it up oleng with other bills
of the Report of the Comumittee of Re-
visers. It wne considered by the House

80. A Bill for Amending the Constitution of the College

6 Dec., was amended 20 Dec, and o
21 Dec, was actunlly pagsed by the
House under 2 new title, *“An act, direct-
ing the mode of appointing aldermen.”
But, on bejag referred to the Senute, the
{3ED, May 1780, 1827 edn.,
Pe 1%y 44; game; Oct. 1785, 1828 adn.,
P 12-15, 745, 100, 101), Madisen re-
ported a yeor later, when "T'Ps Bill was
again considered, that the system was
carefully consldered bt not adopted
becanse of the cost involved (Madison
to T, 4 Dec. 1786; see alge Madisos to
TS, 22 Jan. 1786).

Madison did not bring in Bill Ne. 70

with the others veported on 1 Nov. 1786
but it was brought vp two weeks later,
and, as Madison reported to "T'F, it “w:ent
through two readings by a smatl major-
ity and was bot pushed to a third one™
{Madison te TJF, 15 Feb. 1787; JHuD,
Oct. 1788, 1823 edo,, p. 44}, The plan
for establishihg public sc;nlooi’s; svas 111101
carried to cojnpletion until 1796 when
tha Assembly passed A “Act to Estab-
Hsh Public Scheols®® {Shephetd, 11, 3-5)
which retained seme of the phruaeolggy
of ‘T3°a Bill, especially that providing
for the electon of nldem!zenf. Hov_rever,
the 1796 Act provided only for primary
achools, and the determination of the
expediency of eatablishing such achools
was left entirely to the aldermen of ench
couniy, borough, ot corporation,

of Williamn and Mary, and Substituting More Certain
Revenues for Its Support

“Whereas a scheme for cultivating and disseminating useful
knowledge in this country, which had been proposed by some of
its liberal minded inhabitants, before the year 1690 of the Christian
epocha, was approved, adopted, and cI_leIFished, by the Generaé
Assembly, upon whose petition King Williant and Queen Mary o

el

England, to the crown whereof the people here at that time ac-

knowledgad themselves, as a colony, to be subject, by their charter,

i the seventh day of February, in the fourth year of their
?;gggi::eiicen%, in duag form, toa{"{mmis Nicholson, Esquire,
Lieutenant Governor of the colony, and seventeen other trustees,
particularly named, to found a place of universal study, or per-
petual college, in such part of the country as the General Assembly

1535}
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much matter in as few words as possible, The word omitted will
be supplied by every reader. o
The European papers have arnnounced that the assembly of
Virginia were occupied on the revisal of their Code of laws. This,
with some other similar intelligence, has contributed much to con-
vince the people of Europe, that what the English papers are con-
stantly publishing of our anarchy, is false; a3 they are sensible
that such i work is that of a people only who are in perfect tran-
quillity. Our act for freedom of religion is extremely applauded.
‘The Ambassadors and ministers of the several nations of Europe
resident at this court have asked of me copies of it to send to their
sovereigns, and it is inserted at full length in several books now
in the press; among others, in the new Encyclopedie. I think it will
produce considerable good even in these countries where ignorance,
superstition, poverty and oppression of body and mind in every
form, are so firmly settled on the mass of the people, that their
redemption from them can never be hoped. If the almighty had
begotten a thousand sons, instead of one, they would not have
sufficed for this task. If all the sovereigns of Europe were to set
themselves to work to emancipate the minds of their subjects from
their present ignorance and prejudices, and that as zealously as
they now endeavor the contrary, a thousand years would not place
them on that high ground on which our common people are now
setting out. Ours could not have been so fairly put into the hands
of their own common sense, had they not been separated from their
parent stock and been kept from contamination, either from them,
or the other people of the old world, by the intervention of so wide
an ocean. To know the worth of this, one must see the want of it
here. 1 think by far the most important bill in our whole code is
that for the diffusion of knowlege among the people. No other sure,
Tountation can be devised for the preservation of freedom, and
happiness. If any body thinks that kings, nobles, or priests are good
conservators of the public happiness,? send them here. It is the
best school in the universe to cure them of that folly. They will
see here with their own eyes that these descriptions of men are an
abandoned confederacy against the happiness of the mass of people.
The omnipotence of their effect cannot be better proved than in
this country particularly, where notwithstanding the finest soil upon
earth, the finest climate under heaven, and a people of the most
benevelent, the most gay, and amiable character of which the
human form is susceptible, where such a people 1 say, surrounded
by se many blessings from nature, are yei loaded with misery by

[244 ]

I
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kings, nobles and priests, and by thern alone. Preach, my dear Sir
a crus'ade against ignorance; establish and improve the law fmi
educating the common people. Let our countrymen know that the
peo_ple a_]one can protect us against these evils, and that the tax
which will be paid for this purpose is not more than the thousandth
part of what will be paid to kings, priests and nobles who will rise
up among us if we leave the people in ignorance.—The people of
England, 1 think, are less oppressed than here, But it needs but
half an eye to see, when among them, that the foundation is laid

" in their dispositions, for the establishment of a despotism. Nobility,

wealth, and pomp are the objects of their adoration. They are by
o means the free-minded people we suppose them in America,
Thel}'- lea_rned men too are few in number, and are less learned
and infinitely less emancipaied from prejudice than those of this
country, A.n event too seems te be prospering, in the order of
things, which will probably decide the fate of that country. It is

‘0o longer doubtful that the harbour of Cherhourg will be com-

pleted, that it will be a most excellent one, and capacious en

to hold the whole navy of France. Nothing’ has eveg been ?:a:l’:ls]gl
to e{:ablc this country to invade that, but a naval force conveniently
stationed to protect the transports. This change of situation, must
obhg_e the English to keep up a great standing army, and there is
no King, who, with a sufficient force, is not abways ready to make
hirself absolute.—My paper warns me it is time to recommend
myself to the friendly recollection of Mrs. Wiythe, of Colo, Taia-
ferco and his family and particularly of Br. R, T. and to assure you
of the affectionate esteem with which I am Dear Sir your friend

& servt,,

PeC (DLC), Enclosure: Tr of Gio-
vanni Fabbroni to TJ, 20 July 1786.

Mr. R, 'T. Richard Taliaferro, x
WILL HAVE THE COPPER PLATE IMMREDE-
ATELY ENCRAVED: On 25 Oct. 1788
Sl.mrt wrote to Willism Nelson: “This
m.nl] be delivered to you by Major Mar-
tin .0&' Willizmsturg, He has heen in
Parie & fow days and leaves it immedi-
wiely to return to America by the way
of London. Mr. Jefferson sends by him
also the Arms of the Family of Taglia-
ferro os xeceived from Raly” (DLO:
8hort Papers; see alto TJ to Short, ¥
Apr, 1787; T 20 Wythe, 18 Sep, 1787},

Tu: JEFFERSON

The oﬂgina] copperplate of the Taliz-
ferro arma i3 owned by Culonial Wil
liomsburg, Inc, aud is in the Wrythe
Honsze, Willlamshuarg,

1 Thus in MS; TF followed Wythe's
uge of the word literzlly, bath as to the
erronecns spelling and as io the form
of the first sigmay yee Wythe to 'TJ, 10
Jan. and 10 F'eh. 1786,

2 The preceding seven words were in-
terlml'etl in subatitution for: “could give
]a:g iml towards their preservation® de.

{2457
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146 Notes on 2he Staze of Virginia

Pardon and privilege of clergy are proposed to be abolished; but if
the verdict be against the defendant, the coutt in their discretion, may
allow a new trial. No attainder to cause 2 corruption of blood,*® or
forfeiture of dower. Slaves guilty of offences punishable in others by

" labour, to be transported to Africa, or elsewhere, as the circumstances
~ of the timé admit, there to be continued in slavery. A rigorous regimen

proposed for those condemned te labour)

Another object of the revisal is, to diffuse knowledge more generally
through the mass of the people % ~This bill proposes to lay off every
county into small districts of five or six miles square, called hundreds,
and in each of them to establish a school for reaching reading, writing,
and arithmetic. The tutor to be supported by the hundred, and every
person in it entitled to send their children three years gratis, and as
much Jonger as they please, paying for it. These schools to be under a
visitor, who is annually to chuse the boy, of best genius in the school,

of those swhose parents are too poor to give them further education, -

and to send him forward to one of the grammar schools, of which
twenty are proposed to be erected in different patts of the country, for
teaching Greek, Latin, geography, and the bigher branches of numeri-
cal arithmetic. Of the boys thus sent in any one year, trial is to be made
at the grammar schools one or twe years, and the best genius of the
whole selected, and continued six years, and the residue dismissed. By
this means twenty of the best geniusses will be raked from the rubbish
annuzally, and be instructed, at the public expence, so far as the gram-
mar schools go. At the end of six years instruction, one half are to be
discontinued (from among whom the grammar schools will probably
be supplied with future masters); and the other half, who are to be
chosen for the superiority of their parts and disposition, are to be sent
and continued three years in the study of such sciences as they shall
chuse, at William and Mary college, the plan of which is proposed to
be enlarged, as will be hercafter explained, and extended to all the
useful sciences. The ultimate result of the whole scheme of education
would be the teaching all children of the state reading, writing, and
common arithmetic: turning out ten annually of superior genius, well
taught in Greek, Latin, geography, and the higher branches of arithme-
tic: turning out ten others annually, of still superior parts, whe, to those

Laws 147

branches of learning, shall have added such of the sciences as their
genius shall have led them to: the furnishing to the wealthier part of
the people convenient schools, at which their children may be educated,
at their own expence.—The general objects of this law are to provide
an educauon adapted to the years, to the capacity, and the condition of
every one, and directed to their freedom and happiness. Specific details
wére not proper for the law. These must be the business of the visitors
entrusted with its execution. The first stage of this education being the
schools of the hundreds, wherein the great mass of the people will
receive their instruction, the principal foundations of future order will
be laid here. Instead therefore of putting the Bible and Testament
into the hands of the children, at an age when their judgments are
not sufficiently matured for religious enquiries, their memories may
here be stored with the most useful facts from Grecian, Roman, Euro-
pean and American history. The first elements of morality too may be
instilled into their minds; such as, when further developed as their
judgments advance in strength, may teach them how to work out their
own greatest happiness, by shewing them that it does not depend on
the condition of life in which chance has placed them, but is always the
result of a geod conscience, good health, occupation, and freedom in
all just pursuits.—Those whom cither the wealth of their parents or
the adoption of the state shall destine to higher degrees of learning, will
go on to the grammar schools, which constitute the next stage, there to
be instructed in the Janguages. The learning Greek and Latin, 1 am
told, is going into disuse in Europe. 1 know not what their manners
and occupations tmay call for: but it would be very illjudged in us to
follow their example in this instance. There is a certain period of life,
say from eight to fifteen or sixteen years of age, when the mind, like
the body, is not yet firm enough for lahorious and close operations. If
applied to such, it falls an early victim to premature exertion; exhibiting
indeed at first, in these young and tender subjects, the flattering appear-
ance of their being men while they are yet children, but ending in
reducmg them to be children when they should be men. The memory
js then most susceptible and tenacious of impressions; and the learning
of languages being chiefly 2 work of memery, it scems precisely fitted
to the powers of this peried, which is long enough too for acquiring
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148 Notes on the State of Virginia

the most uscful languages antient and medern. I do not pretend that
language is science. It is only an instrument for the attainment of
science, But that time is not lost which is employed in providing tools
for future operation: more especially as in this case the books put inte
the hands of the youth for this purpoese may be such as will at the same
time impress their minds with useful facts and good principles. If this
period be suffered to pass in idleness, the mind becomes lethargic and
impotent, 25 would the body it inhabits if unexercised duting the same
time. The sympathy between body and mind during their rise, progress
and decline, is too strict and obvious to endanger our being misled while
we reason from the one to the cther—As soon as they are of sufficient
age, it is supposed they will be sent on from the grammar schools to
the university, which constitutes our third and last stage, there to study
thase sciences which may be adapted to their views—By that part of
our plan which prescribes the selection of the youths of genius from
among the classes of the poor, we hape to avail the state of those talents
which ‘nature has sown as liberally among the poor as the rich, but
which perish without use, if not sought for and cultivated—But of all
the views of this law none is more important, none more legitimate,
than that of rendeting the people the safe, as they are the ultimate,
guardians of their own liberty. For this purpose the reading in the first
stage, where 2hey will réceive their whole education, is proposed, as has
been said, to be chiefly historical. History by apprising them of the past
will enable them to judge of the future; it will avail them of the experi-
eoce of other times and other pations; it will qualify them as judges
of the actions and designs of men; it will enable them to know ambi-
tion under every disguise it may assume; and knowing it, to defeat its
views, In every government on earth is some trace of human wezkness,
some germ of corruption and degeneracy, which cunning will discover,
and wickedness insensibly open, cultivate, and improve, Every govern-

ment degenerates when trusted to the rulers of the people alone. The -

people themselves therefore are its only safe depositories, And to render

~ even them safe their minds must be improved to a certain degree. This

indeed is not all that is necessary, though it be essentially pecessary. An
amendment of our constitution must here come in 2id of the public
education, The influence over government must be shared among all

Laws 140

the people. If every individual which composes their mass participates
of the ultimate anthority, the government will be safe; because the
corrupting the whole mass will exceed any private resources of wealth:
and public ones cannot be provided but by levies on the people, In this
case every man would have to pay his own price. The government of
Great-Britain has been corrupted, because but one man in ten has a
right to vote for members of parliament. The scllers of the government
thesefore get nine-tenths of their price clear. It has been thoughe that
corruption is restrained by confining the right of suffrage 1o a few
of the wealthier of the people: but it would be more effectually re-
strained by an extension of that right to such numbers as would bid
defiance to the tmeans of corruption.
Lastly, it is proposed, by a bill in this revisal, to begin a public kibrary
and gallery, by laying out a certain sum annually in books, paintings,
and statues,™
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Governor Baliles. Mr. President, Ladies and gentlemen, as you may have noticed

during the course of this unprecedented education summit, Virginia law and
tradition oblige us to publicly invoke the name of Thomas Jefferson at least
once ar twice an hour. [Laughter] There are worse habits.

Mr. President, it has been an interesting, sometimes provocative, gathering.

You asked the Governors to be candid, and I think we've fulfilled that request
-- perhaps beyond your fondest hopes. {lLaughterl I would also say, however,
that you gave as good as you got. But these are times for candor and outspoken
self-examination. These are times for us to open our eyes and our minds and
face the facts. The world has changed more than we sometimes would prefer. The
challenges, both internally and externally, are profound and difficult. And,
frankly, we have not made it easy for ourselves.

With the last decade, immense Federal budget deficits have accumulated with

resulting declines in domestic spending, including education. We need naot
assign blame, but we ought to acknowledge that the Federal budget situation has
left the States increasingly on their own to address not only education, but
also health care, transportation, law enforcement, and other pressing concerns.
Indeed, the Federal budget deficits have been the backdrop of the education
summit stage. The Federal deficits confine our flexibility, limit our options,
and explain our shared reluctance to discuss financial resources. To be sure,
in recent years the States have stepped into the breach. Imaginative and
innovative programs have been created and funded by Governaors and State
legislators determined not to let the red ink in Washington inhibit the
potential of our people in their enterprise.

But has it been enough? Has the renaissance of State governments yielded a
renewed competitive America? The evidence says no. Indeed, it may be said of
the American Federal system of government that the whole remains less than the
sum of the parts. Education is one example, but not the only one. In other
words, if we are to take on education as a nation, we had better get all the
parts in accord and pulling together. And you, Mr. President, have taken a
valuable and important step in that direction.

Up to this point, Mr. Jefferson's preference for locally administered

gducation has prevailed. We will not depart from that model entirely. States
and localities will continue to provide more than 90 percent of the funding and
the preponderance of the direction and supervision.

And yet, there is a Federal role ta be more clearly defined, supported, and

sustained. In response to international economic competition, a consensus has

emerged for an American national resolve. The Jeffersonain belief that
education is the first, best hope for our Republic's enduring success has not

LEXIS NEXIS LEXIS NEXIS
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diminished. We have simply discovered that, as the times change, so must our

ideas. That may be the finest result of this education summit: that we have
begun, State and Federal governments together, to think anew our respective
roles and to address education for the first time as a nation undivided.

Mr. President, you have a loyal ally to support your efforts in the person of

the new Chairman of the National Gavernors Association. It is my pleasure to
introduce my friend and the distinguished Governor of the State of Iowa, Terry
Bradstad.

Governor Bradstad. Thank you, Governor Baliles. Mr. President, First Lady

Barbara Bush, members of the Cabinet, fellow Governars and their spouses,
PresidentfUniversity of Virginial O'Neil an Mrs. 0'Neil, and members of the
University of Virginia community: It is indeed appropriate that this education
summit be held here admist this historic setting. On behalf of the Governors
and their spouses we want to thank the faculty, administration, and students for
hosting us here at this beautiful University of Virginia campus. And I hope we
haven't disrupted your class schedules too much the last couple of days.
[Laughter]

With this historic education summit, the President and the Governors have

taken an important first step in the process af developing far the first time a
national consensus for educational goals. We are discussing some of the most
critical issues facing America today -- that is, the state of education. Our
discussions underscore the breadth and depth and the complexity of the issues
that we face. We believe that this summit can serve as a catalyst for change
and improvement in American education.

But we know that we can't do it alone. Not even the President of the United

States and the Congress, each Governor and their legislature can cause the kind
of changes that we want. We have to have the involvement of the people who are
directly affected; the peaple who can assure that we get results far America's
children. These are the teachers, the parents, local school administrators and
school board members. Students, business leaders, leaders in their communities.
People who care deeply about American education. Only with the commitment of
all of these people and with their cooperation and help can we be successful in
attaining the goals that we hope to agree upon.

Gavernars realize that this is a time for results. We are working hard to

achieve results in our States -- results like better student performances on
math, science, and foreign language tests; lower dropout rates and higher
graduation rates; improved adult literacy; skilled and productive workers for
the jobs of the 21st century.

To get the results we want, we have to hold our education system accountable
and give educators the flexibility they need to do their job. It is time to
find new measures of performance based on what students know and what students
can do, not just the number of classes that they complete in high schoal or
college. It is time for more flexibility in the use of Federal dollars, and
better coordination and cooperation among all levels of government and the
different agencies of the Federal Government and State governments. We need to
better serve the needs of American families and American schools.

On behalf of the nation's Governors, we thank you, Mr. President, for
convening this historic summit, for the process that you have started and for
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pur opportunity to help achieve significant goals that will get results for
future generations of Americans.

And now I have the privilege of introducing the Secretary of Education for

the United States. Lauro Cavazos was appointed by President Reagan in 1988 as
U.5. Secretary of Education. He was confirmed unanimously by the United States
Senate, and before that, he had a distinguished career as president of Texas
Tech University. And I'm pleased to say, he also has a Ph.D. from Iowa State.
Laura Cavazos, Secretary of Education.

Secretary Cavazos. Thank you, Governor. Thank you. Thank you, ladies and

gentlemen. It's my distinct pleasure to be here today as we continue this
historic education summit. The decisions we make will affect the lives of
millions of children in the United States, and it is for those children and the
future of this country that we are here. President Bush has pledged his support
for education and system, and it is an honor now for me to introduce the
President of the United States, George Bush.

The President. Thank you all very much. Thank you, Secretary Cavazos.

Thank you, Governors. Thank you, Dr. Cavazos -- Secretary Cavazos. First, my
response to all the Governors here, and I want to thank -- the music of that Air
force Band, just lovely. Thank you for your performance. I want to thank
Gavernor Baliles and Gaovernor Branstad and so many others who had a very special
role. I want to thank President O'Neil and Mrs. O'Neil. It was only yesterday
that I discavered that he had evicted them for the president's hause.

[Laughter] And not only did they go peacefully, but they left me this necktie
from Eljo's, which I'm sure some of you may recognize. You talk about Virginia
hospitality. (Laughterl And I also want to pay my respects to the students and
especially to the distinguished faculty for this great institution.

And for Barbara and me it's a delight to be back in Charlottesville.

Imagine this: You have a President, the Cabinet, America's Governars all
visiting your school. And the big man on the campus -- still Sean
Moore.[Laughterl But, you see, we're somewhat familiar -- our son Marvin and Qur
daughter-in-law Margaret, have gone here, both advising me to be humble while
I'm at U. Hall. You see, they told me you only do the wave for Ralph Sampson.
[Laughter]

Now, it's easy to keep your perspective and be humble at a school so rich in

history and in educational endeavar. And I've also been deeply impressed by the
commitment, the creativity, and the knowledge that my fellow chief executives
bring here to this education reform agenda. In our meetings yesterday, I
learned exactly how much you care about the children of your States and the
future. And in short, I came to Charlottesville with high expectations, and
I've got to say, you have exceeded them. So the spirit of our summit is not:
"Who will get the credit?" The spirit of this summit is: “How can we get
results?” We are here to put progress before partisanship, the future before the
moment, and our children before ourselves.

I've heard eloquent advice from many of you, and from so many others, in the
last few weeks. And I've listened, and I am deeply appreciative of all that I
have learned. But I've also learned that we should listen to our children. And
they have much to tell us. In many ways, they are the luckiest generation in

history. Just last month, our children observed, in the claritz of Voyager's
sight, the horizons of new worlds, the majesty of space. And think what these
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images would have meant to the ever-curious founder of this university, who

could only look through a primitive telescope at faint patches of light and
wonder.

But our children are growing up in an age where wonder is commonplace. And

our children are also the beneficiaries of a nation that lavishes unsurpassed
resources on their schooling. So in many ways, we're close to fulfilling the
Enlightenment dream of universal education, a dream that became a reality in the
shadows of the Shenandoahs here at Mr. Jefferson's school. And every step we
take at this university is truly a walk in Thomas Jefferson's footsteps. When
he first charted the ground on which we gather today, there was just a field of
grass, a horizon limited only by the blue mountains beyond. But Jefferson
surveyed a horizon that no one else could see. He saw the graceful dome of the
Rotunda, the elegance of the Lawn and its pavilions. He saw meeting rooms and
libraries and lecture halls teeming with professors, students yet unborn.
Jefferson set out to fashion his rarified vision into solid reality, brick by
brick, book by book. And it is his university, and his dream, that inspires us
today to follow in his footsteps. As President 0'Neil said, Thomas Jefferson,
our first education president, was a relentless advocate for universal public
education. "He had a fundamental conviction that on the good sense of an
educated citizenry, we could build and defend a country of liberty and justice."

I borrowed those words -- this assessment -- from a friend of mine, ancther

Renaissance man of our time, the late Bartlett Giamatti. Like Jefferson, his
life was a metaphor for civility and public service. And it is this commitment
to public service that we must carry on. 50, let us make this an educational
saciety.

We have already come close to this Jeffersonian ideal. Our educational

system is, in many ways, unrivaled in its scale and its diversity, in its
commitment to meeting special needs and individual differences. And we're
inspired by our best teachers, wha give maore than we can rightly expect; and
from our best students, who surpass our highest expectations. And yet, after
two centuries of progress, we are staghant. While millions of Americans read
for pleasure, million of others don't read at all. And while millions go to
callege, millions may never graduate from high school.

The national Assessment of Educational Progress estimates that fewer than one

in four of our high school juniors can write an adequate, persuasive letter.

And only half can manage decimals, fractions, and percentages. And barely one
in three can locate the Civil War in the caorrect half-century. No modern natios
can long afford to allow so many of its sons and daughters to emerge into
adulthood ignorant and unskilled. The status quo is a guarantee of mediocrity,
social decay, and national decline.

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything that we are and

can become. And come the next century, just 10 years away, what will we be?
Will we be the children of the Enlightenment, or its orphans?

Six years ago, the Committee on Excellence in Education issued its powerful

report; and yet today, our nation is still at risk. The educational reform

movement has done well in articulating its criticisms. And now it is time to
define goals. This is the time for action. I sent my proposals for Federal

action in education to Congress last spring, including an increase in funding
for Head Start. The Educational Excellence Act of 1989 includes ways to
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reshape and expand Federal efforts, to recognize excellence, lift the needy,

foster flexibility and choice, and measure and reward progress. I remain
solidly committed to these principles and I value your advice and ideas as we
continue to refine the Federal role.

Some offer a completely different answer: spend more money alone. And at the

Federal level, we have asked Congress to provide nearly a half a billion dollars
in new funding for 10 worthy programs. Your States may also choose to spend
more. But to those who say that money alone is the answer, I say that there is
no one answer. If anything, hard experience teaches that we are simply not
getting our money's warth in education. Our focus must no longer be on
respurces. It must be on results.

And this is only the third time in our 200 years as a nation that a President

has called a summit with the Governors. And I've called you together because
you bear the constitutional responsibility for education. And I didn't ask you
to such an historic occasion merely to bemoan what is wrang. We are here fo
work; and work together, to once again make an American education the best in
the world. And let me say to the Governars befare this majestic audience, these
sessions have been informative and thoughtful and very useful to me. And I
appreciate the abvigus extensive preparations that the Gavernars have undertakens
in the days and weeks leading up to this summit. The Governors have emphasized
to me the need far national performance goals and the importance of greater
flexibility in the use of Federal funds, while accepting enhanced accountability
for the results. And they've alsc stressed the high priarity that helping
prepare preschool children should have in Federal spending even in time of
fiscal constraint.

And finally, the Governors have articulated eloguently the need to

restructure our education system. You already are consulting with State
legislators to better our schools. Our teachers already are giving their heart
and soul to their jobs. But we've never before worked together -- President and
principal, Governor and teacher -- to achieve results in education.

A social compact begins today in Charlottesville, Virginia -- a compact

between parents, teachers, principals, superintendents, State legislatars,
Gavernors and the administration. Our compact is founded out on promises, but
on challenges -- each one a radical departure from tradition. I hope that you
will join me to define national goals in education for the first time. From
this day forward, let us be an America of tougher standards, of higher goals,
and a land of bigger dreams.

Qur goals must be national, not Federal. That's why I welcome the

initiatives of the National Gaovernors' Association, from the Time for Results
report in 1986 to the goal-setting project recently begun under the leadership
of Iowa's Terry Branstad, South Carolina's Carroll Campbell, Washington's Booth
gardner, Bill Clinton of Arkansas. And my administration will work with you to
build on the National Assessement Program's first State by State achievement
results. We will work with you to formulate national goals. And then we're
going to challenge superintendents and principals to meet these higher goals.
In return, I accept your challenge and will work with you to loosen the grip of
Federal restrictions. How many great ideas, how many grand and noble
gxperiments, have been impaled on the narrow spike of a Federal directive?
Unnecessary restriction is the enemy of the bold. And bold action is what we
need most of all.
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I ask Congress to allow Washington to be more flexible by passing reform

legislation. And I ask you, in turn, to ease State restrictions on local
bodies. And then we'll judge our efforts not by our intentions, but by our
results. 5o, to get results, we need national goals and more flexibility from
federal and State government. To get results, we will need a new spirit of

competition between students, between teachers, and between schools -- a report
card for all. And to get results, we will need discipline, structure, and
goals.

And yet, I do not counsel a naive nostalgia, some tame adherence to the past.

Business as usual is not getting us where we need to go. So when hallowed
tradition proves to be hollow convention, then we must shatter tradition. The
polls show what every PTA board member already knows -- the American people are
ready for radical reforms. We must not disappoint them.

Far myself, I envision tradition-shattering reform in five areas.

First, I see the day when every student is literate. But literacy should

mean mare than the “three R's." We must be a reading nation. We must grapple
with the hard sciences. And because education is as spiritual as it is
practical, our children must know why Americans died at Bunker Hill, at
Gettysburg, and at Monte Cassino. And they must do more than identify names on
a multiple choice question. They must understand the generosity of Andrew
Carnegie and the genius of Alexander Graham Bell and the heroism of Rosa Parks.
Some youngsters will naturally take longer than athers. And some will need more
study and extra instruction. But we should never send a student from school to
school just because he ar she has passed an arbitrary birthday.

Second, I see a day when our educational system will be unafraid of

diversity. Of course, all schools in a State will share a core curriculum and
minimum standards of achievement. But the means by which that curriculum is
taught and those goals met should be as diverse and varied as America itself.
Let them blend, in myriad ways, the traditional and the modern, the human and
the technological. Let us give our schoals and our teachers the freedom fo do
what they do best.

Children also differ in their interests and learning styles and capabilities.

And so, third, I see the day when choice among schools will be the norm rather
than the exception, when parents will be full partners in the education of their
children. Too many parents have come to see education as a service we can hand
over to the school boards, in much the same way we expect our cities to provide
electricity or water. But education is not a utility, not something to be
delegated. Education is a way of life. And educational reform is an urgent
responsibility for every parent, every student, every community. And those who
do not advance the cause of education hinder it. Parents, students, and
professional educators must be accountable to one anather as a community.

But to be accountable, we need to know just how much progress we're making.

Sa, fourth, I see the day when we use accurate assessments, carefully linked to
our educational goals. We need to first know where we are. And this means
accepting the bad news along with the good. We've always measured our pragress
against our past performance. We must now evaluate ourselves on a tougher
grading curve -- one that includes the ather major industrial nations. And
accountability also means we must act on what we discover. Weak performance in
the classraom or the principal's office will no longer be tolerated. But
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neither will indifference towards good educators. Society has no greater

benefactors than outstanding teachers and principals. And so, let them have
their day in the sun, get what they deserve -- generous praise and solid
rewards.

Fifth, I see an educational system that never settles for the minimum, in

academics or in behaviaor. Decades of research bear out what the best teachers
already know: when standard and expectations are high, everyone does better.
And this includes both the unusually gifted and those with special needs and
disabilities. But it must also include the student we too often forget, the
average student. All you guys with C's, I want to hear it from you. For I do
believe that with a little care and a little work we can unleash within each of
these so-called ardinary kids an extraordinary potential. This same potential
can be found within every disadvantaged child, those from troubled
neighbarhoods, children for whom our schools must be a beacon of excellence, a
sanctuary from violence, a model of good character, sound values, exemplary
ethics. Let no child in America be forgotten or forsaken.

Some of our reforms and experiments are sure to come up short. But for too

many of our schools, experimentation is preferable to the status gquo, because
the status quo could scarcely be worse. The worthy and the useful will win out
only if we give our schools the freedom that they need. And such freedom will
not lead to a quick and easy solution. It's the work of years. And we've taken
such a long-term view in our meetings over the last couple of days.

We've discussed the need for educational reform in terms of our national

competitiveness -- you hear Governar Baliles refer to that just a minute ago.
But I'm sure you agree that there is more to learning than just our trade
balance or the graying of our work farce; it is broader than the important, but
narrow, compass of economies and government. A scholar once wrote that great
boaoks are not lifeless paper, but minds alive on the shelves. And he observed
that just as the touch of a button on a stereo will fill a room with music, so
by taking down one of these volumes and opening it, one can call into range the
voice of a man far distant in time and space and hear him speak, mind to mind,
heart to heart.

As a nation, we can again hear these voices, feel this enchantment, every
time a parent reads a bedtime story to a sleepy child, every time a young
scholar turns to the great books. The day must come when every young American
can know the life of the mind. I might say parenthetically that is why my wife,
Barbara, for many years has devoted a lot of her time to making this country
more literate.

In essence, that is why we've gathered here at Mr. Jefferson's school. He
was just one man, but look at what one man can do. Imagine what we can dao, if
we -- more than 50 strong -- are united by this great cause. So let us dream.
And let us talk. And if need be, let us argue. But in the end, let us walk
together on a journey to enlightenment, in the footsteps of Thomas Jefferson.
Thank you for your hard wark and dedication. BGad bless you. And God bless the
United States of America.

Note: The President spoke at 11:56 a.m. at the University Hall. In his

remarks, he referred to University of Virginia football player Sean Moore,
former University of Virginia basketball glayer Ralph Sampson, and former
baseball commissioner, A. Bartlett Giamatti.
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Secretary Cavazos. Thank you very much. The past two days have been busy for

all of us, but the enthusiasm has come to this meeting, discussions have barne
our knowledge that we are doing vital and important work and that the results of
our decisions will have an impact far beyond what we can imagine. We've made
history at this education summit and I know that we will continue to make
histary in every State and every school acrass America.

It is an honor now to introduce the President of the United States, George
Bush.

The President. Thank you very much. My role is simply now, at the end of

what I think we all agree was a very successful conference, to again thank the
University of Virginia -- students, its faculty, its president -- to thank all
af the Governars. I want to single out those on the platfarm with me now.
Governor Branstad, who is head of the Governors' Association; Governor
Carruthers; Governor Booth Gardner of the State of Washington; and of course
Bill Clinton, who looks a little tired, but took on an extra responsibility for
hammering out a statement upon which there is strong agreement.

And we've reached agreement on the need for national performance goals; on

the need for more flexibility and accauntability; the need for structuring and
choice, and I agree with Governor Clinton that this is a major step forward in
education, the need for letting parents, teachers, students, and communities --
to encourage them to work together more and more; and the need for more Federal
support for the prekindergarten education process normally identified with Head
Start, but certainly other programs might fit that description.

But I want to thank each and every ane of the Governors and their families.

This has been historic, and I pledge to you my determination to follow up in
every way passible. We just cannot let it sit here and end here, and I promise
you that T won't, that my Cabinet won't, and that our entire administration will
naot. So, with no further ada, to all the Gavernors here, my heartfelt thanks.

Governor Branstad. Mr. President, on behalf of the National Governors'

Associatian, we thank vou for calling us together in this very historic summit
on education. I want to thank all of the Governors that participated. We have
better attendance than we even do at the National Gavernors' annual meetings.
There were open and frank discussions. A very significant agreement has been
reached. This year, the National Gavernors' Association has an agenda that
calls for building a consensus for change to address some of the critical issues

facing the United States of America -- the issues of education and the
envirgnment.
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And in the last 2 days here, we have made significant progress towards

building that national consensus with the leadership af the President and the
Governors. In the area of setting national education goals, we unanimously
agree that there is a need for the first time in this nation's history to have
specific results-oriented goals. And we're talking about roles in the area of
readiness of children to start school; in the area of performance of students in
international achievement tests in the areas of math and science; in the
reduction of the dropout rate and the impravement of academic performance,
especially for at-risk children; in the functional literacy of adult Americans;
in the level af training necessary to guarantee a competitive work force; in the
supply of gualified teachers with up-to-date technology; and the establishment
of safe, disciplined, and drug-free schools.

We recognize the need for both flexibility to State governments and to local

school districts; but coupled with that, accountability for outcome-related
results. I think significant progress has been made. We have committed to work
together. The National Governaors' Association Task Faorce on Education and the
people designated by the President to make specific goals and to reach those
goals hopefully by the February meeting of the National Governors' Assaociation
in the Nation's Capital.

It's a beautiful day in Charlottesville, Virginia. I'm proud that the

President has invited us to be here. We appreciate the great hospitality of
this great State and this great university, and I'm pleased to introduce my Vice
Chairman for the National Gavernars' Assaciation, the Governor of the State of
Washington, Governor Booth Gardner, to talk about some of the other goals that
have been spelled out in this joint statement. Gavernor Gardner.

Governor Gardner. The report goes further, and I think one of the reasons

that we're all so excited about the results of the last two days are that the
report addresses the financial role of the Federal Government in education,
albeit in a limited role, but an extremely important role. And the
understanding is that the money that becomes available will be applied to the
issue of early childhood education and Head Start and preparing young people for
the day that they enter school that they will be on a parred and equity basis
with other children and they're ready and able to perfarm.

And we also discussed and agreed that we have to continue to look at mandates
from the Federal Government to make sure that those mandates do not impinge on
the State's ability to provide its discretionary funds for education. Then we
have a very exciting statement on the commitment to restructuring. The
President and the Nation's governments have agreed that significant steps must
be made in restructuring education in all States; a system of accountability
that focuses on results rather than input; a decentralized authority and
decision-making responsibility to the school site; empowerment to the principals
and the teachers to carry out their mandates and citing challenges to face us in
this country; and an educational system that develops first-rate teachers and
supports those teachers with the technology, staff and services that are
necessary to allow them to be productive.

And lastly, we want to compliment the Secretary of Education and the

President on agreeing that we will have a repart card and that we will measure
the schools, the State, and the Federal Government year by year to make sure
that we remain committed to the agreements that we have reached in the past two
days and the goals that will come out of the process for the next few months
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that we hope to agree on in February or March.

In the past few days, the President, his Cabinet, Secretary of Education, the
Governors and their staff have humbly walked the footsteps of Thomas Jefferson.
We started down a promising path, and we have composed a Jeffersonian compact --
the beneficiaries of which will be the children of this country. The children
of this country today represent 25 percent of our population. Tomorrow, they
are 100 percent of that population. With that, I'd like to introduce the
Gavernor of New Mexico and the Chairman of the Educational Commission of the
States, Garrey Carruthers.

Governor Carruthers. Thank you very much, Booth. We came to talk about

sharing the responsibility for success, and we've done that. And to have
success we need to have a vision, much higher expectations, and the President of
the United States gave one of the finest speeches I've ever heard on education
today at the convocation at the University of Virginia.

And it is from that speech and the work that we have to do afterwards that

Wwill develop the vision of education in this country. But I think also we came
to talk about empowering people, and we talked a lot about empowering. We're
going to empower parents by encouraging choice; we're going to empower teachers
by letting them take over the classrooms again; we're gaing to empower thase
educational entrepreneurs that exist in all our communities by deregulating the
educatianal system.

We need to empower the kids by making sure that before they're 5 years old
they've been properly taken care of in every way, particularly with health. And
we need to empower the private sector by inviting them into the school systems
and getting their assistance and mentoring programs and the financial assistance
they've always been willing to give us. And then we need to empower all
Americans very simply by having them join us in developing a set of national
goals. It has been a wonderful conference and now I'd like to introduce you to
Gbovernor Bill Clinton who's one af the prime forces in developing this
conference, the summit, with the President of the United States.

Governor Clintan. Thank you very much, Gaovernar Carruthers, Mr. President,

ladies and gentlemen. This is a rather emotional moment for me. For one thing,
I didn't get much sleep last night. We were up warking on this statement.

1 want to thank Governor Campbell, who is not here, and Governor Branstad,

wha is, and all of the others who worked on this statement from the National
bovernors' Association -- [Chief of Staffl John Sununu and [Assistant to the
President for Domestic and Economic Affairsl Roger Porter and athers from the
White House staff. And most important, Mr. President, I want to thank you for
giving us the chance, the Gavernars, after 7 years of hard work on educational
reform, to have a real national partnership in education.

The press will ask today, and maybe the people will when we get home, what

really happened here that makes a difference. I would say there are three
things.

This is the first time in the history of this country that we have ever
thought enough of education and ever understood its significance to our economic
future enough to commit ourselves to national performance goals. It has never

happened in aver 200 years. This is the first time, ever, any group of public
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pfficials have ever committed themselves to a national effort to restructure the

schools of the United States -- something every educator who studied it says is
the single most significant thing we could do.

And this 'is the first time a President and Governors have even stood before

the American people and said, not only are we going to set national performance
goals, which are ambitious, not only are we going to develap strategies to
achieve them, but we stand here before you and tell you we expect to be held
personally accountable for the progress we make in moving this country toa
brighter future. If that doesn't make this a happy day, I don't know what does.
Thank you very much.

The President. Thank you all. Well done, Bill. You did a wonderful job.
Booth, thanks far everything.

Note: The President spoke at 3:07 p.m. on the steps of the Rotunda.
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