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THE WHITE HOUSB

Office of the Presa sccreéa:y
(Orlando, Plorida)

For Immedliate Relcase Januaty 8, 1990

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO THE AMERICAN FARM BUREAU

Orlando Convention Center
Orlando, Plorida

10:47 A.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you all very much., Thank you,
Dean. (Applause.) Well, my thanks to my friend, Dean Kleckner, Par:
Bureau President, for that warm introduction. We're grateful for hi:
leadership on that National Economic Commisgsion, and the tremendous
support of you, the members of the Farm Bureau. My thanks, too, to
Bob Delano out here, former Farm Bureau President, whose leadership
and counsel have been so helpful to me. I'm happy to have my
distinguished =~ our distinguished Secretary of Agriculture Clayton
Yeutter here at my side, doing a superb job for us. (Applauce.) Aanc
I know you'll hear tomorrow from Ambassador Carla Rills. You tailk
about two people who understand the need to open up foreign markets
to U.8. agricultural products ~- these two are tough and they are the
tops == and we're grateful to both of them. (Applause.) My friend,
Bob Martinez, Governor Martinez, it's always a pleasure to see you
and visit your beautiful state.

And, of course, I'm very proud of the next two == great
to see Senator Connie Mack here -~ a new Senator making a national
impression, I'll tell you. And next to him, or right near him --
gecond from the end -- my close friend, and a long-time supporter,
Bill McCollum. Two outstanding voices for Florida in our Nation's
Capital. I wish we had a lot more like them, I'1ll tell you.
(Applause,)

I just returned from a little fishing and hunting over
the holidays in Texas and Alabama, and I heard a story about the time
that Mark Twain spent three weeks fishing in Maine after the fishing
season had closed. On the way home, aboard the train, he tocld the
man seated next to him about all the fish he'd caught. PFinally, Mark
Twain asked, "By the way, who are you, 8ir?" "I'm the State Game
Warden," replied the man. “"Who are you?® And after a long pause,
Twain said, "Well, to be perfectly truthful, I'm the biggest damn
liar in the whole United States." (Laughter.) ,

I won't bore you with my fishing stories because I could
reminigce with you all day long on this subject. It's a pleasure to
be here because, for 71 years now, the American Parm Bureau has
helped American farmers -=- over three million member famillws -- tu
become the best in the world. And farming is a proud and noble part
of our history. In fact, Thomas Jefferson himgelf wrote that
"Agriculture is the most useful of the occupationg of man."

foday, nearlg two centuries later, I'm here to give my
tirat major address of the new decade. And I'm proud to begin this
decade by talking to you about the future of farming in this country.
But as we look forward, it's also important to reflect upon the past
and what farmers have gone through, both good and bad.

You -- America's farmers -- deserve the credit for the
rebound in U.5. farming. And I salute you again. I salute the board
of directors up here ~- all farmers -- who are leading this
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outstanding organization. You've been through the worst droughts and
national disasters of the 19808, and you've survived tough economic
times. But you've worked with your minds and your hands to beat
adversity with a kind of can-do commitment that's been the hallmark
of American farming for generations.

‘Right here in Florida we're seeing some of that can-do
attitude as you face -- Plorida farmers -- as you face the terrible
loss of the citrus and winter vegetable crop. On the way down on Air
Force One, Bob Martinez gave me the details of Florida's losses. But
let me tell you -- I'm sure you've heard this from Clayton -- you
will not be facing this alone. Clayton and I have talked, and I've
asked the Secretary to personally oversee our efforts to provide
assistance and I know you can count on the USDA to be in there
fighting with you. (Applause.)

It was a little over four years ago =-- seems like just
yesterday -- but a little over four years ago that the 1985 Parm Bill
became law. Admittedly, the cost has been high, but it has worked. -
Since then, the news bhas been good. Surpluses have declined
dramatically, and most of our good land has been brought back into
production. WNet farm income reached a record level last year, and
the share of income that came from market sales continued to grow.
The farm credit situation has greatly improved, bringing more
financial stability to rural Anmerica. .

As we face the future, the outlook is even better.
Through sound fiscal policies and wise management of our resources,
common~sense attitudes -- and, God willing, good weather -- we can
succeed. Together, we will Keep rural America strong and American
agriculture thriving in the 1990s. (Applause.)

But to do that -- and Dean Kleckner alluded to this in
his introductory remarks -- to do that, our first priority must be to
keep the American economy growing. That means fiscal and monetary
policies that make sense. Today, one of the best things we can do
for farmers is to keep the interest rates low, and that is exactly
what we intend to do. (Applause.)

This year, we will work with Congress on the 1990 Farm
Bill. Getting a good farm bill through Congress is like milking a
bull. (Laughter.) But I can tell you that to be competitive, we
must have market-oriented farm policies that allow producers more
flexibility to decide what crops to grow -- (applause) -- and that
because American farmers then can do what Americans do best: compete.

At the same time, we've got to maintain a safety net to
protect farmers from conditions beyond their control. But
market-oriented farm policies are only a part of the agricultural
picture. It is absolutely essential that we expand markets and
enhance productivity. We've got to assure the public that America's
food is safest in the world, and we've got to protect our prec.ous
environment. ‘

America's farmers -- I know this -- America's farmers
understand the importance of a clean environment. Many of you here
today come rfrom farms that have been handed down from parents and
grandparents. You know that to protect the land is to protect not
just your livelihood, but your heritage. ’

We must recognize that productive agriculture and a sound
environment can be compatible -- esgocially in terms of water
quality. The administration has initiated a concentrated five-year
effort to work with the nation's farmers to protect our groundwater
from contamination by fertilizers and pesticides. We'll spend close
to a third of a billion dollars on research and support for farmers
to stop contamination of our land and water. We must keep your good
land in business -- without unreasonable burdens -~ but we must also
keap it good land. I am counting on your leadership as we work to
expand farm productivity while safeguarding our precious environment.
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We must also make sure that all Americans are confident
in the safety of our food supply. My administration is working hard
to develop legislation to protect the food supply without
overwhelming the agricultural industry.

But in the coming decade, the American farmer must have a
level playing field in the international trade arena, toco. And the
way to fight trade barriers is through negotiation, not reciprocal
protectionism. I know that many Farm Bureau leaders serve on the
Agricultural Trade Policy Advisory Committee, and how important this
isgue is to you. Our administration has just made a bold proposal in
the Uruguay round that would phagse out export subsidies in five years
and other trade-distorting practices in 10 years. But any agreement
we sign -- and I can guarantee you this -=- any agreement that we sign
will be an agreement that is also good for American agriculture. You
see, our goal is simple: open markets and free trade. (Applause.)

And it's beginning to work. International markets are
improving. The value of U.S. agricultural exports has increased for
the third year in a row. And sales to developing nationgs =-- the
dynamic markets of the future -~ were up 13 percent last year.

We also support expanding our ties with Eastern Europe
and the Soviet Union to open even more markets. Earlier this winter,
Secretary Clayton Yeutter led a presidential delegation to Poland to
determine how American know~how can help Poland shift from that
controlled ecomomy to a market economy. It was a wonderful mission,
and we're forging new partnerships between our agricultural
industries and Eastern Europe's emerging economies. But in today's
global economy, America must also become more competitive through
increased production, new uses for our products, and expanded markets
at home. And so this administration supports greater research into
biotechnology for improved productivity and we're encouraging
alternative uses of farm products like ethanol and other new fuels
and fuel additives.

Just a few months ago, we proposed the expansion of thg
producer tax credit for alternative fuels to include ETBE. This will
mean more markets for growers and cleaner air for all Americans.

But for us to reap the full benefits of a competitive
econony we must cut the capital gains tax rate., (Applause.) With
our capital gains tax proposal, we can help keep American agriculture
dynamic and prosperous. And with continued economic growth, we can
keep rural America going strong. Passage of our capital gains
proposal, which would apply to the sale of farmland, will be one of
my top priorities in this legislative year. Your support has been
instrumental in the fight for the capital gains cut. And the fight
isn't over yet. And I am sick and tired of the demagogues who call
this a tax cut for the rich. It means jobs, it means savings, and it

is good for all Americans. (Applause.)

And so the Farm Bill, our international trade
negotiations, and a capital gains tax cut will be high on my agenda
for this great nation. Becausge what's good for agriculture is good
for America. (Applause.)

Let me talk just a little about some of the challenge
facing all America. Like people overywhere in this great count:yé
you work hard, you sacrifice to make good lives for yourselves an
your children. BEvery one of us dreams of excellence in education,
economic opportunity for all citizens, and a clean and healthy
environment and safe, drug-free streets, schools, and workplaces.
Together we are working to build a bettear Amaerica.

But much remains to be done, and you're in the forefront.

Rural America cares about education. You know, some say improving
our schools is something for federal money and Washington ?ureaucratn
to handle. And I know you don‘t believe that. Whether it's a
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¢lassroom on a rolling prairie in Nebraska or a busy New York street,
improving education 18 a national challenge.

) Last September, I met with the nation's governors at the
education summ%t in Virginia to begin promoting educational
restructuring in every state and determining national goals to attain
excellence. The administration has sent the Educational Excellence
Act to the Congress, and we want, and America needs, action on it
soon. (Applause.)

Rural America is also battling the ravages of violence
and drugs. Every citizen has the right to a safe home, the right to
freedom from fear. Early in my administration, we sent the
comprehensive Violent Crime Control Act to the Congress. We proposed
measures to improve enforcement and prosecution, and strenghen
current laws to put the drug dealers behind bars and keep them there.
This critical crime legislation has been sitting on Capitol Hill for
months. Brave citizens everywhere are standing up to crime. Aand
it's a time for Congress to act gquickly and responsibly because the
war on drugs and crime will not wait. (Applause.) And I might say
parenthetically, thank God we've got Bill McCollum in a key role in
the House and Connie Mack -- Senator. I again want to mention that
the support that we are getting for them and others like them for
this approach I've outlined.

Let me just add a little more on our relationship with
Capitol Hill. When I took office =-- Inaugural Address -- I put my
hand out to the Congress, to the Democractic majority, and reminded
us all that the American people did not send us to Washington to
bicker. As 1've said, we sent proposals to Congress on clean air,
combating crime, capital gains. Responsible proposals. Carefully
thought-out. Based on principles. Finally, rural America -- let me
Just finish. Now a year has passed. A new year has become. And
it's time -- it is past time -- for Congress to tend to some of the
unfinished business.

Let me say to Congress as it comes back in a couple of
weeks now: The hand of cooperation is once again extended., And I
would only add -- America wants it done right. America wants it done
respongibly. And America wants it done now. (Applause.)

We are always willing to listen to ideas and
alternatives. But we are not willing to compromise on fundamental
principles.

Finally, rural America does believe in liberty and
democracy. Freedom~-loving people everywhere are following the news
reports from behind what used to be called the Iron Curtain. In
fact, I read that the first thing to sell out in West Berlin on the
day the Wall came down wasn't TVs or denim jeans. It was fresh
fruit. In Romania, citizens knew freedom had arrived because, for
the first time in many years, they saw food on the grocery stor:
shelves. We reap what we sow, says the Bible, and what a bountiful
harvest we are witnessing. It is a harvest of joy and opportunity
that we will continue to support and encourage every stap of the way.

And let me add -- this harvest is not just happening in
Bastern Burope. Let's help the countries to our south so that this
hemisphere will be the first totally democratic hemisphere in the

entire world. (Applause.)

I know I don't have to tell you this, but let me just
tell you from the bottom of a grateful heart that I am mighty proud
of our courageous fighting men who have helped Panama. And the joy
shown by the people of Panama says it all right there in the streets
of Panama City. (Applause.) And so as I conclude my comments to the
Farm Bureau, I can tell you I am optimistic about the coming decade,
for I balieve in the wisdom of our policies; I believe in the
providence of the Almighty; and most importantly, I believe in the
tough resiliency and the moral strength of the American people.

—
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Throughout our history, farmersf-- many in this room -- have
weathered disaster. And each Yfime, like steel forged in a white-hot

furnace, you are stronger with/each testing by fire.

In the "Dirty '3ga" swirling clouds of Quest ruined
hundreds of farmsteads on the Great Plains. Many of the Dust Bowl
farmers stayed on the land, and today, their descendants have
invented conservation techniques to catch and preserve the winter
snows and the spring rains to carry their crops through the hot
plains gummer. A triumph of human courage and ingonuit¥. In the
19708, an unheard-of disease, the Southern Corn Leaf Blight, swept
through the fields of the Midwest. In a few days, the tall, green,
tasseled corn was devastated as if someona had taken a dblowtorch to
it. Over that winter, scientists and farmers developed resistant
corn varieties in time for the next spring planting. A national food
disaster was stopped dead in its tracks. A triumph of faith, science

and inventiveness.

Anda today, at the daybreak of the new decade, I want
rural America to share in the promise and prosperity of our great
nation. And in the months and years to come, as we approach the
horizon of the new century, may we all share in the opportunity and

optimism of a world at peace.

Thank you and God bless the United States of America.
Thank you very, very much. (Applause.)

END 11:11 A.M. EST
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My thanks to Dean Kleckner ((AFB President)) for that
introduction. Governor Martinez, it's always a pleasure to see
you. ((I'd also like to thank our great Secretary of
Agriculture, Clayton Yeutter for accompanying me here today.))

I just returned from a week or so fishing and hunting over

e

the holidays, and I heard a st6?§ aﬁght fﬁe time Mé;k Twaih spent
thfég weé;; fisﬁ;ng i;»Maine -- despite the fact thagﬂ?;shing
season there had closed. On the way home aboard the train, he
told the man seated next to him of his many catches. Finally,
Mark Twain asked him, "By the way, who are you, sir?" "I'm the
state game warden," replied the man, "Who are you?" After a long
pause, Twain said, "Well, to be perfectly truthful, I'm the
biggest damn liar in the whole United States." ///

It's an honor to be here today. The American Farm Bureau,

s - . . . ’b ,’l)‘(\
for 71 years now, has helped American farmers -- nearly 4 million @ﬁpfp
@ember families -- to become the best in the world. American

farming is the backbone of this country, a proud and noble part
of American history. 1In fact, many years ago, Thomas Jefferson
wrote that "Agricdifure is the most useful of the occupations of

man." That still holds true.
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Through the worst droughts and natural disasters of the
1980s, you have worked with your minds -- and your hands -- to
beat adversity at every turn. You deserve the credit for the
rebound in U.S. farming achieved during the last decade.

It was only five years ago that the landmark 1985 Farm Bill
was passed Since then, the news has been good. Today, fé?ﬁ
income and agr1cu1tura1 exports are reaching record highs.

Agrlcultural surpluses have declined dramatically, and most of

our goéﬁ land has been brought back into production. The farm
credlz s1tuat10n hasﬂgreatly 1mproved over the situation a decade
ago.

This Administration will not cut and run. We must stay with
the proven principles of the 1985 Farm Bill when we sit down to
¥¥§ht the new bill for 1990. Certain improvements are necessary,

of course, butAwill stay with what works.

We've got to malgraln tﬁe safety net under farm income. The
cosgfof Federal farm programs have been cut in half, w1£g;ut
hurtlng farm income -- and I want to say to rural America that I
do not intend to try to balance the federal budget on the backs
of American farmers and ranchers.

Farme;s neea awmarket—orienged Farm Bill. Producers must
have the flexibility to decide what crops to grow. And we must
recognize how compatible the concerns are of both agriculture and
the environment. Especially in terms of water quality. You have

understood the importance of a clean environment, and truly are

stewards of the land. I am looking to your leadership as we work
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to expand agricultural productivity while safeguarding the
environment.

We must also make sure that all Americans can be confident
in the safety of the food supply. ;&gkAdminisErafion iéﬁworking
to include provisions in the Farm Bill to protect the food supply
without imﬁﬁsing unreasonable burdens on the agriculture industry
-- and already we've seen imprdbéd qoordiﬁétion between tﬁ;.Fbg,
the”ﬁ;A and the Department of Agficulture on this issue.

But the one thing the American farmer needs is a level
playing field. The way to fight trade barriers is through tough
negotiation, not retaliation and protectionism. That's why this
Administration has just made a bold probB;al i;.tgéﬂUrJ;hay Rdu;d
that would phaég out expgrt subsidies i;’fivgwyears and tr;aé-
distorting subsidies in ten years. oOur goals are simple: free
markéfé/aﬂiffair tfﬁﬁe.

In today's global economy, America must become more
competitive -- through increased production, new uses for our
products, and more open markets. 1%;Z/Administration suﬁggfts
greater resé;rch into biotechnology for improved productivity,
and encourages alternative uses of farm products -- ones like
ethanol and other new fuels. And we also support expanding our
ties with the Soviet Union -- already the thifd—laré;;t custémer
fgf U.8s agricul%ﬁfal commodities -- tvopen more markets.

That's why I sent Secretary Yeutter to lead the Presidential

Economic Delegation to Poland earlier this winter. We're not

simply handing the Eastern Europeans food -- we're forging new
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partnerships between our agriculture industries and their
emerging market economies. Through market development,
technology transfers, and information sharing at all levels --
Americans are helping théée nations take their place in the
global marketplace.

I spoke earlier about Jefferson's thoughts on the virtue of
farming. You know, too, fhat Jefferson wrote on the inalienable
rights of man, especially those of life, liberty and pursuit of
happiness. That means living above a mere existence on this
Earth -- it means enjoying freedom, equality and justice. And to
enable ourselves to make the best lives we can for ourselves and
our children, we need excellence in education, economic
opportunity for all citizens, and safe, drug-free streets,
schools, and workplaces.

Together, we're working to build a better America. 1In

. o e e
education, we've seﬁf‘tﬁgﬁEduégzlonal Excellence Aé?fto the
Con&?:ss, and met with the Nation's Governors at the Education
Summit to determine national goals for promoting educational
restructuring in all the states. And we'll be announcing those
goals early this year.

We believe in economic opportunity -- economic empowerment

-- for all Americans. And although we're in the midst of the
P

7 e = o o il -
greatest peacéiime economic expansion in the history of this
s = = e S
country -- 85 months in December -- we will not be satisfied

until that expansion reaches every corner of this Nation. We're

going to keep the job creation machine rolling -- we're going to
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go beyond the 20 million new jobs created since 1982. We're
going to hold the line on new taxes and new spending. Because
the problem with the budget deficit isn't that we tax too little.
It's that we spend too much.

Continued economic growth in America is essential to a
strong and prosperous agricultural industry. To encourage new
businesses, capital investment, and support for the small
businesses which provide most of the new jobs to the American
economy, we must cﬁf tﬁ; capital gains tax rate. Passage of our
new“prqposal —- whith includes provisions for the sale ofd
farmf;ﬁd -- will be one of my top priorities in this legislative
year. Because what's good for agriculture is good for America.
///

Every citizen has the right to a safe home and freedom from

fear. Early in my Administration, we sent the Vidlent Crime

Control Act to the Congress. We propoged measﬁ}es tb augment

vvvv |

enforcement and_proéecution, and strengthen current laws to put
copigzllers and drug-dealers behind bars and keep them there. I
urge the Congress to act swiftly on our crime legislation, which
hagvgthing on the Hill now since last spring. Brave citizens
everywhere are standing up to crime, and they deserve better
treatment than stalled legislation and tired excuses.

We've begun a new war on drugs -- a coordinated,
comprehensive national strategy. And under the leadership of

Bill Bennett, the National Drug Control Strategy is a fresh

assault on the death and destruction that drugs cause. But this



6
fight will never by won by law enforcement and treatment efforts
alone; it will only~§§’won by a change in public attitude, from
tolerance to intolerance -- of drugs and those who use them.

And so, these are some of my priorities for the coming years
-- keeping America strong and the economy rolling, protecting our
environment, promoting excellence in education, and making the
streets safe from crime and drugs. Giving every family the
opportunity to make a better life for themselves.

We take for granted that the "better life" means a life of
liberty. But the people of Eastern Europe are just now enjoying
freedom of action, and the power of free choice. They are once
again leading their own lives as citizens, not mere existences as
subjects. They are once again becoming free.

"We waited for 24 years," one Rumanian told the press. "The
last 10 or 15 years were bad, every year worse. It was very hard
to live, to find food. But the last thing our our minds was the
food. The first thing was that our liberty, our words, were
taken away." And now, newspapers have once again begun
publishing in Rumania -- with names like "Freedom," "Liberty,"
"Truth" and "Free Youth."

Many say there is an emerging world order, perhaps a new
postwar settlement for Eastern Europe. What we need now is not a
futile attempt to control events that have taken on a life of
their own. What we need is an awareness of the wonderful

possibilities that follow these events.
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That is what the Secretary of Agriculture was working for
when he led the'delegation to Poland -- setting up new systems
for their governments and businesses to enter the free world.
Helping these people enjoy not only what we have now, but through
exchanges of information and marketing, helping them so that we
can all enjoy the fruits of their learning in the future --
fruits of peace, liberty, and understanding. In that sense,
Jefferson was right -- Agriculture truly is the most useful

occupation of man. God bless you.

###
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My thanks to Dean Kleckner ((AFB President)) for that

~
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introduction. Governor Martinez, it's always a pleasure to see s,
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you. ((I'd also like to thank Secretary Yeutter for accompanying

e here today.))
I just returned from some fishing and hunting over the

- -
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holidays, and I heard a story about the time Mark Twain spent "'
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thfg; weeks fiéﬁing {B Maine -- although fishing season had
closed. On the way home, aboard the train, he told the man
seated next to him about his many catches. Finally, Twain asked
him, "By the way, who are you, sir?" "I'm the state game
warden," replied the man, "Who are you?" After a long pause,
Twain said, "Well, to be perfectly truthful, I'm the biggest damn
liar in the whole United States." ///

I won't bore you with my fishing stories, because you never
know if there are any game wardens nearby ... It's a pleasure to
be here, because for ;T<§e§§; now, the American Farm Bureau has
helped American farmers -- over Ex;ilfiéh member families -- to

become the best in the world. Farming is the backbone of this

country, a proud and noble part of our history. In fact, many

/
years ago, Thomas Jefferson wrote that "Agriculture is the most Boriie/

/ / > — . - . -
useful of the occupations of man."
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Now, nearly two centuries later, I'm here today to give my
first major address of the new decade. And I begin the decade by
beginning with agriculture. Together, let's look at the future
of farming in this country, and at the future for America. But
let's first look back for a moment at the last decade
-- and what farmers have gone through, both gocd and bad.

You deserve the credit for the rebound in U.S. farming
achieved over the last ten years. Through the worst droughts and
natural disasters of the 1980s, you have worked with your minds
-- and your hands -- to beat adversity at every turn as a tean.

In the mid-eighties, when the drought hit the Southeast
especially hard, Iowa farmers sent traiﬁi;;é aftég/;rainf;;d of Jenkins
fresh hay to save the livestock. Now, Southeastern farmers are

——
reciprocating, sending help to Iowa in the form of XXX.(Axgj//

£ el oS
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((research to supply details)) That's the kind of can-do
commitment that's beenvthe hallmark of American farming for
generations.

It was only five years ago that the landmark 1985 Farm Bill

became law. Since then, the news has been good. Today,

e — — — J— _—— - <o Sper
agricultural exports are reaching record highs. Surpluses have EVans
declined dramatically, and most of our good laﬁgzhgg,been brought

— - o o~
back into production. Net farm income attéigéd a record lé;;1

last year, and the share of income that came from marE’g sales -

///
1nstead of government handouts -- contihued to grow. The farm

credit situation has greatly 1mproved bringing financial

( —
stability back to rural America.
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As we face the future, the outlook is even better. Through
sound fiscal practices, wise management of our resources, common
sense attitudes -- and, God willing, good weather -- we can
succeed. Togethér; let us work out the policies to keep rural
America strong, and American agriculture robust. First on our
plate is the 1990 Farm Bill.

We will stay with the proven principles of the 1985 Farm
Bill when we sit down to write a new bill for 1990 and beyond.
Certain improvements are necessary, of course, but we must not
change direction. This Administration will not cut and run.

We must keep the income subsidies that are so vital to
— -
making ends meet on the farms and ranches. We've got to maintain
the safety

Evaus

net under farm income. The cost of Federal farm
programs has been cut in half, without hurting farm income -- and
I want to say to rural America that I do not intend to try to
balance the federal budget on the backs of American farmers and

ranchers.

importance of a clean environment,

Historically, America's farmers ? ~ve understood the
Q}%%ﬁéy are stewards of the
land. Many of you here today come from farmlands that have been
handed down from parents and grandparents. The land you till
will likely be plowed by your children after you. You know that
to protect the land is to protect your livelihood, your
traditions, and your heritage. We must keep your good land in

business -- without unreasonable burdens -- but first, we must
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keep it good land. I am looking to your leadership as we work to
expand farm productivity while safeqguarding the environment.

We must recognize that agriculture and the environment can
—
be compatible -- especially in terms of water quality. The

Administration has proposed a concentrated five year effort to

/’ — /. . —
protect the nation's groundwater from contamination by
fertilizers and pesticides. We'll spend close to a third of a

/
billion dollars on research and support for farmers, so that we

put a stop to the contamination of our land and water.

We must also make sure that all Americans are confident in
—
the safety of our food supply. The Administration is working to
- - -~ — ~ —
include legislative provisions to protect the food supply without
— —~ — -
overwhelming the agriculture industry -- and already we've seen
imprdéved coordination between the FDA, the EPA and the Department

of Agriculture on this issue.

We need market orientation, so that producers can have the
flexibility to decide what crops to grow. And the American
farmer needs a level playing field in the international arena.
The way to fight trade barriers is through tough negotiation, not
retaliation and protectionism. That's why this Administration
has Just made a bold proposal in the Uruguay Round that would <

— —a " — T — "
phase out export subsidies in five years and trade-distorting
subsidies in ten years. Our goals are simple: free markets and
fair trade.

But in today's global economy, America must also become more

competitive -- through increased production, new uses for our



5
— —
products, and more open markets. The Administration supports loe
greater research into biotechnology for improved productivity,
— — T T
and encourages alternative uses of farm products -- ones like

P el
ethanol and other new fuels. The value of U.S. agricultural Evaieg
/ffv"”,f’//f/ﬂﬂf I
exports hds increased for the fourth year in a row, and sales to

. = -
devéloping nations -~ the dynamic markets of the future -- were

T T

up 13 percent last year. We support expanding our ties with

——
Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union -- already the third-largest

customer for U.S. agricultural commodities -- to open even more
markets.

=
That's why I sent Secretary Yeutter to lead a Presidential

= e ——

Economic Delegation to Poland earlier this winter. We're not
simply handing the Eastern Europeans food -- we're forging new
partnefships between our agriculture industries and their
emerging market economies. Through market development,
technology transfers, and information sharing at all levels --
Americans are helping these nations take their place in the
global marketplace; Because what is needed now are not futile
atteﬁpts to control events that have taken on a life of their
own. What we need is an awareness of the wonderful possibilities
that may follow these events.

I read that the first thing to sell out in West Berlin on
the day the Wall came QOwn was fresh fruit. 1In Romania, many

citizens first realized freedom had arrived when they saw food on

the shelves in the grocery stores, for the first time in many
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vyears. They reap what they sow, says the Bible, and what a

bountiful harvest we are witnessing.

But for us €o reap the beneflts of a competltlve economy,
wve must begin at home. That means cuttlng the capital galns tax
'y."'
rate. Two of our biggest competitors internationally -- West
o~ M»"/W‘ff’ff
Germiany and Japan -- don't tax long-term gains at all. We

shouldn't either. With a level playing field in the tax system,
we can keep the agricultural industry strong and prosperous. And

with continued economic growth, we can keep rural America on its

— —
feet. Passage of our new proposal -- which includes provisions
r the sale of farmland -- will be one of my top priorities in

this legislative year. Because what's good for agriculture is
good for America.

Sound agriculture policies are important to me, and I'm
looking forward to working on the Farm Bill, the international
trade negotiations, and the fight for a capital gains tax cut.
But what I've really come to share with you are my concerns for
the future of rural America. Because like Americans everywhere,
you sacrifice to make the best lives you can for yourselves and
your children. Every one of us dreams of excellence in
education, economic opportunity for all citizens, a clean and
healthy environment, and safe, drug-free streets, schools, and
workplaces. Together, we're working to build a better America.

Rural America cares about education. Some say improving the
schools is something for the bureaucrats in Washingtnn to deal

with in the big-city schools. That's not true. Improving
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education is a national -- not simply a federal -- challenge.

P
- —— -

e - —. s
The Nation's Governors and I met at the Education Summit to
determine national goals for promoting educational restructuring

in every state. The Administration has sent the Educational

action on it soon.

Rural America believes in economic opportunity -- econ

empowerment -- for all Americans. And although we' in the

Nation. We're going t the job creation machine rolling --

1982. And tne on new taxes and new

spendi

that we tax too little. 1It's that we spend too
Finally, too many people think drugs and crime are solely an
inner-city problem. Every citizen has the right to a safe home

and freedom from fear. Early in my Administration, we sent the

Viéiént Crime Control Act to the Cod&féss. We proposed measures
to improve enforcement and prosecution, and strengthen current
laws to put cop-killers and drug-dealers behind bars and keep
them there. I urge the Congress to act swiftly on our crime
legislation, which has been sitting on Capitol Hill now for
nearly a year. Brave citizens everywhere are standing up to

crime. It's time for action in the Congress.
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and destruction th e. But this fight will never be

tment efforts alone; it will only
L
be won by a change in public attitu

rom tolerance to
intolerance -- of drugs and those who use them:

These are the concerns of Americans everywhere, not just
those in the cities or on the plains. I am optimistic about the
coming decade, for I believe in the wisdom of our policies and in
the providence of the Almighty. And most importantly, I believe
in the tough resiliency and moral strength of the American
people. Throughout our history, farmers -- many in this room --
have weathered disaster after disaster. And each time, like the
steel formed from lumps of ore in the white-hot furnaces of the
mills, you come out stronger with each testing by fire.

In the "DifE;/Thiftiés," thick clouds of dust swirled into
the air causing the dustbowl that ruined hundfeds of farmsteads -
on the créét Plaiﬁs, chdﬁéérfhousands of head of liveStock and
inspired the epic The Gfépes of Wrath. Many of the dustbowl
farmers stayed on the land, and today, their descendants have
invented modern consef@géion techniques to catch and preserve the
winter snows and spring rains -- to carry their thirsty crops
through the hot plains summers. A triumph of human courage, hope
and ingenuity.

Then, in the 1970s, a previously unheard-of disease,

Southern Corn Leaf Blight, swept through the fields of the
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Midwest. In less than ff;;‘dafgjwthe tall green, tassled corn
was killed -- as'if someone had taken é blowtorch to it. Over
that winter, scientists and farmers developed resistant corn
varieties in time fér the next spring planting. A national food
disaster was stopped dead in its tracks. A triumph of faith,
science and inventiveness. )

Today, at the daybreak of the new decade, I want rural
America to share in the promise and prosperity of our great
nation. And in the months and yeérs to follow, as we approach
the horizon of the neW-centu#y, may wé all share in the

opportunity and optimism of our world at peace.

Thank you and God bless America.

% #
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My thanks to Dean Kleckner ((AFB President)) for that
introduction. Governor Martiﬁoz, it's always a pleasure to see

.
you. I'd also like to thank Seé?étary Yeutter for joining us

here today. R

I just returned from some fishing and hunting over the
holidays, and I heard a story about the time Mérk—Twain spent
thfee weeks fisﬁzog in Maine -- after fishing season had closed.
On the way home, aboard the train, he told the man seated next to
him about all the fish he caught. Finally, Twain asked, "By the
way, who are you, sir?" "I'm the state game warden," replied the
man, "Who are you?" After a long pause, Twain said, "Well, to be
perfectly truthful, I'm the biggest damn liar in the whole United
States." ///

I won't bore you with my fishing stories, because you never
know if there are any game wardens nearby ... It's a pleasure to
be here, because for 7f:yé§;é now, the American Farm Bureau has
helped American farmers -- over 3/oili£on mg;ber f;ﬁilies -- to
become the best in the world. Farming is the backbone of this
country, a proud and noble part of our history In fact, in the

earliest days of our natlon, Thomas Jefferson wrote that

"Agrlculture is the most useful of the occupatlons of man. "
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Today, nearly two centuries later, I'm here to give my first
major address of the new decade. And I begin this exciting, new
decade by beginning with agriculture. 1I'd like to talk to you
about the future of farming in this country,  and about the future

42 e alao
of America. But P lookizy forward to the future, it's,important
to rock—baek—fer a moment & the last decade -- z} what famers
have gone through, both good and bad.
-5 » . .
You -- gﬁi'Americgy farmer% ~-- deserve the credit for the

rebound in U.S. farming achieved over the last ten years.

. ~ B (,.?A B
Through the worst droughts and natural disasters of the 1980s, ‘

you have worked with your minds -- and your hands -- to beat

adversity at every turn ‘ac~a-toan.

U)H'(k—
-the kind of can-do commitment that's been the hallmark of

American farming for generations. ‘
It was only five years ago that the landmark 1985 Farm Bill

became law. Since then, the news has been good. Today,

. / / / . : / . — / e’
agricultural exports are reaching record highs. Surpliises have
declined dramatically, and most of our good land has been brought usa Cﬁﬂ+
T - L P
back into production. Net farm income attained a record level X4762
— o P e ™ T e O?J«@
last year, and the share of income that came from market ‘sales -- kay

1nstead of government supports -- continued to grow. The farm
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cfégit sifﬁ;Zion hég/;reizi§ impfgszd, briﬁgzgé fin;;;;al 6u€§giggf
staEEIlt& bSE;’to rural America.
As we face the future, the outlook is even better. Through
sound fiscal practices, wise mahagement of our resources, common
sense attitudes -- and, God willing, good weather -- we can

. e will develoo o B.F
succeed. Together, léfius-ﬁeik-euththe policies to keep rural .

America strong, and American agriculture thriving. /First on our
-

plate is the 1990 Farm Bill. ((You know, getting a good Farm

Bill through Congréss is a little like milking a bull ...))

But I can tell you, we will stay with the proven principles
of the 1985 Farm Bill when we sit down to write a new bill for
1990 and beyond. Certain improvements are necessary, of course,
but we must not change direction. From subsidy levels, to food
safety measures, to environmental concerns and free trade
provisions, we will stay in keeping with the 1985 legislation.
This Administration will not cut andArun.

We've got to maintain the safety net under fa¥m income by 45u30ﬁd

main 4///9 the subsidies that have been so vital to help make
=

/
ends meet on our farms. Slné€/1986 tH’/;ost of Federal farm

programs has been cut in half, w1€ﬁ/'t hurtlng farm income -- and

I want to say to rural America that I do not intend to try to

balance the federal budget on the backs of American farmers and
ranchers “ ' ‘

Historicaily, America's farmers have understood the
importance of a clean environment, and truly are stewards of the

land. Maﬁy of you here today coﬁe from farms that have been
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handed down from your parents and grandparents, and for many,
great-grandparents. The land you till will hopefully Wswsts be —
planted by your children after you. fou know that to protect the

land is to protect r livelihoodbiyour traditions, and your

e must keep your good land in business -- without

unreasonable burdens -- but we must also keep it good land. I am

your leadership as we work to expand farm product1v1ty e

[ e e e e e e

while safeguarding the env1ronment.

W nust recognlze that ‘agriculture and a sound environment
can be|compatible -- especially in terms of water quality. The

. ‘ e s
Adminidtration Has proﬁgg;g & concenfrated fi @ effort to

the nation's farmers to protect our groundwater from (e !
contaml ation by fertilizers and pest1c1des. We'll spend close

of a billion dollars on research and support for

and water.

We must also make sure that all Americans are confident in
/’

/ /
the safety of our food supply. The Admrﬁigtfatlon is working to :
i g = o o L@’S A¢
include leglslatlve provisions to protect the food supply without
T

7 —
overwhelming the agriculture industry -- and already we've seen

- - P
improved coordination between the FDA, the EPA and the Department

of Agrlcuf'ure on this issue.
bt er-criontindenzt W (ol oo ‘?m/’-/—d% # w

@&T market-orlerwiej\to guarantee that
ovr

producers have the flexibility to decide what crops to grow. And

the American farmer needs a level playing field in the

international trade arena. But the way to fight trade barriers
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is through tough negotiation, not retaliation and protectionism.

- our Administration has just made a béig prﬁﬁggal fﬁféﬁgﬂbruguay
R&ﬁ;;’tﬁgg/—Ould pﬁgg; dﬁ%féxport subsidies in ff?gryears and

t'éde-di§€:;;ing subsidies in'té;’yéggg. our goals are simple:

free markets and fair trade.
But in today's global economy, America must also become more

competitive -- through increased production, new uses for our

/
products, and more open markets.. The Administration supports

greater research into biotechnology for improved productivity,

a——t

anq4encourage;ﬁ;ltéfﬁgzlve uses of farm products --‘uggz_llke

etu///i and other new fuels. Thf#zg}ue of U.S. agricultural Cﬁig?&/

exﬁs;:;”has increased for the fourth year in a ES;: and sifg;~to 44@2
* %-’

developinq nations -- the dynamic markets of the future ~- were

& 15 ¢ ae |
13 percent Tast year.

We also support expanding our ties with Eastern Europe and

the Soviet Union,

to open even more markets.

That's why f sent Secretary Yeutter to lead a Presidential
Economic Delegation to Polgnd earlier this winter. We're not
simply handing the Eastern Europeans food ~- we're forging new
partnerships between our agriculture industries and their
emerging market economies. Through market development,
technology transféfs, and informétion sharing at all levels --
- Americans are helping these nations take their place in the

global marketplace. -
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But for us to réap the beneflts of a competltlve economy,
P -

we must begln at home. That meéans cutting the cap1ta1 galns tax

4

fate. Two of out biggest competltors 1nternat10na11y -=- West <
Germany and Japan -- don't tax long-term gaine et aill With a
cut in the capital gains tax rate, we can keep Qgg,agricuituré;
ymostey dynamic and prosperous. And wftﬁﬁcontiﬁued economic
growth, we Egg_keep rural Amerlca going strong. Pas§5§e ofJour
capitgl galue proposal - whlch includes provisions for the sale
of farmland -- will bé one of my top priorities in this
legislative year. Because what's good for agriculture is good

for America.

Sound agriculture policies are important to me. The Farm
( TS

L/// Bill, oq*’international trade negotiations, and the fight for a
capital gains tax cut will be high on my agenda for the nation.
But I also want to talk to yodj%b t some of the challeni
facing rwee]l America. Like iizxacans everywhere, ou, sacrifice

to make good lives for yourselves and your children. Every one

of us dreams of excellence in education, economic opportunity for

all citizens, a clean and healthy environment, and safe, drug-

free streets, schools, and workplaces. Together, we're working

to build a better America.

Rural America cares about education. Some say improving our

schools is something for ureaucrats in Washlngt?n to handle. o
i " whethiz R ) e ‘j3$u;&,
IEWE?FEHQZ§IE§§;;;¥iem. That's not true. Improving education («&scs ST°
e ' e g g [ W?’M
is a national a-ﬁn!=i-pi¥-a-£od.-a;--.challenge. /?he Nation' :
pe

Governors and I met at the Education Summit to'1 etermln national 7@?

ﬂ»«t Wm—n-.ﬁxq“,_, do b W sk /;a/u m f‘ ]2 ot
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A ’

goals fo» promoting educational restructurlng in every state. 2

The Adminisf;;tdon has sent tﬁ//éducafio;el Exceffenoe Act té’/ne”'

—— — —— Jaek
,9<c°ngfe;;. We want, and America needs, action on it soon. Howenvel -

Rural Americer§21ieves in economic opportunity —jjggonomic
empowerment\r- for all Americansr And although we *fe in the
midst of the\f eatest peacetime economic expﬁn;;on in the history
of this counti:\::\SQ\months in Decemﬁe;‘-- we will not be
satisfied until that expan51on reaches every corner of this |
Nation. We re going to keep the\Qpb creation machine rolling --
we're going to go beyond the 20 milly new jobs created since
1982. And we're going to hold the line on new\texes and new

spending. " Because the problem with the budget défisii isn't
tn?tkfe tei’tgo~idttle: ~It;)s thet we spend togﬂmuch.
) iigézar too many people think drugs and crime are solely an
inner-city problem. Every citizen has the right to a safe home
and freedom from fear. -EarI§/1n ﬁi/gdminzgtration, we sent the LnT;.
Violent Criﬁe/;onffgzl;ct to the Congress. We pr653§éa mégs;res
ta/I;pfSGE eﬁfo;oement aﬁd/préggontlon, aﬁ’ystréﬁgtnen cirrent
laws fofput cop—kffiz;s and drug-deaTéfs behiind -b3ts and keep
them there. I urge the Congress to act swiftly on our crime
legislation, which has béE;A§1E€I;§ 6ﬂ/aa§§tol Hill f5;’ionths.
Brave citizens everywhere are standing up to crime. It's time
for Congress to‘act quickly and responsibly. The war on drugs
and crime won't wait. |
We have } . 3 linated

oompreﬁensive national strategy==_3a_tough assault on the death

: —
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an . cause. But is fiqg never be
__won by law_enforcement and treatment eff_q;,t__s__g;gge;mi-tmnonly
bw)y_a_. change'-in-publie—atbitude . £rom-t0l e raRCC s Ouersr
intolerance -- of drﬁgs and those who use then, N

These are the concerns of Americans everywhere, not just

. those in the cities or on the plains. Ilam optimistic about the
coming decade, for I believe in the wisdom of our policies and in
the providence of the Almighty. And most importantly, I believe
in thé tough resiliency and moral strength of the American
people. Throughout our history, farmefs -- many in this room --
have weathered disaster after disaster. And each time, like iig=
steel forged iq:;;ite-hot furnéce ¢+ You come out stronger with
each testing by fire.

In the "Difg;ﬂTh{;:;es," thick clouds of dust swirled into.

TJack Teakins .
Specel - L )
- 9. the air causing the dustbowl that ruined hundreds of farmsteads

jg%kf{%3 on the Great Plains, choked thousands of head of livestock and

| inspired the epic The Grapes of Wrath.  Many of the dustbowl
farmers stayed on the land, and ioday, their descendahts have
invented modern conservation techniques to catch and preserve the
winter snows and spring rains -- to'carry their thirsty crops
through the hot plains summers. A triumph of human courage, hope
and ingenuity.

| In the 1970s, an unheard-of disease, Southern Corn ILeaf
j&cﬁo Blight, swept through the fields of the Midwest. In less than
jén#ﬁﬂé five days, the tall green, tasseled corn died -- as if someone

had taken a blowtorch to it. Over that winter, scientists and
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farmers developed resistant cornvvarieties in time for the next
spring planting. A national food disaster was stopped dead in
its tracks. A triumph of faith, science and inventivenesé.

Today, at the daybreak of the new decade, I want rural
America to share in the_proﬁise and prosperity of our great
nation. And in the months and years to come, as Qe approach the
horizon of the new century, may we all share in the opportunity
and optimism of a wof1§t§t peace; -

Thank you and God bless America.

##4#
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My thanks to Dean Kleckner ((AFB President)) for that ’ @f:
introduction. Governor Martinez, it's always a pleasure to see
you. I'd also like to thank Secretary Yeutter for joining us
here today.

I just returned from some fishing and hunting over the
h91idays, and I heard a story about the time Mark TQdin spent
'thfgé wééks fi;ﬁing iH:Méiﬁe -- after fishing season had closed.
On the way home, aboard the train, he told the man seated next to
him about all the fish he caught. Finally, Twain asked, "By the
way, who are you, sir?" "I'm the state game warden," replied the
man, "Who are you?" After a long pause, Twain said, "Well, to be
perfectly truthful, I'm the biggest damn liar in the whole United
States." ///

I won't bore you with my fishing stories, because you never
know if there are any game wardens nearby ... It's a pleasure to
be here, because for 71 years now, the American Farm Bureau has
helped American farmers -- over 3 million member families -- to
become the best in the world. Farming is the backbone of this
country, a proud and noble part of our history. 1In fact, in the

earliest days of our nation, Thomas Jefferson wrote that

"Agriculture is the most useful of the occupations of man."
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Today, nearly two centuries later, I'm here to give my first
major address of the new decade. And I begin this exciting, new
decade by beginning with agriculture. I'd like to talk to you
about the future of farming in this country, and about the future
of America. But as we look forward to the future, it's also
important to take a moment and reflect upon the last decade --
and what farmers have gone through, both good and bad.

You -- America's farmers -- deserve the credit for the
rebound in U.S. farming achieved over the last ten years. You've
been through the worst droughts and natural disasters of the
1980s, survived economic tough times, and now face the loss of
this year's citrus crop. But each time, you have worked with
your minds -- and your hands -- to beat adversity at every turn
with a kind of can-do commitment that's been the hallmark of
American farming for generations.

It was only five years ago that the landmark 1985 Farm Bill
became law. Since then, the news has been good. Today, |
agricultural exports are reaching record highs. Surpluses have
declined dramatically, and most of our good land has been brought
back into production. Net farm income attained a record level
last year, and the share of income that came from market sales --
instead of government supports -~ continued to grow. The farm
credit situation has greatly improved, bringing financial
stability back to rural America.

As we face the future, the outlook is even better. Through

sound fiscal practices, wise management of our resources, common
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sense attitudes -- and, God willing, good weather -- we can
succeed. Together, we will develop policies to keep rural
America strong, and American agriculture thriving.

First on our plate is the 1990 Farm Bill. ((You know,
getting a good Farm Bill through Congress is a little like
milking a bull ...))

But I can tell you, we will stay with the proven principles
of the 1985 Farm Bill when we sit down to write a new bill for
1990 and beyond. Certain improvements are necessary, of course,
but we must not change direction. From subsidy levels, to food
safety measures, to environmental concerns and free trade
provisions, we will stay in keeping with the 1985 legislation.
This Administration will not cut and run.

We've got to maintain the safety net under farm income by
maintaining the income supports that have been so vital to help
make ends meet on our farms. Since 1986, the cost of Federal
farm programs has been cut in half, without hurting farm income.
Today, the two best things we can do for farmers are keep
interest rates low, and cut the budget deficit. But I want to
say to rural America that I do not intend to try to balance the
federal budget on the backs of American farmers and ranchers. ///

Historically, America's farmers have understood the
importance of a clean environment, and truly are stewards of the
land. Many of you here today come froﬁ farms that have been
handed down from your parents and grandparents, and for many,

great-grandparents. The land you till will hopefully likely be
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planted by your childrén after you. You know that to protect the
land is to protect not just your livelihood, but your traditions,
and your heritage.

We must recognize that agriculture and a sound environment
can be compatible -- especially in terms of water quality. The
Administration has proposed a concentrated five-year effort to
work with the nation's farmers to protect our groundwater from
contamination by fertilizers and pesticides. We'll spend close
to a third of a billion dollars on research and support for
farmers, so that we put a stop to the contamination of our land
and water. We must keep your good land in business -- without
unreasonable burdens -- but we must also keep it good land. I am
counting on your leadership as we work to expand farm
productivity while safeguarding the environment.

We must also make sure that all Americans are confident in
the safety of our food supply. The Administration is working to
include legislative provisions to protect the food supply without
overwhelming the agriculture industry -- and already we've seen
improved coordination between the FDA, the EPA and the Department
of Agriculture on this issue.

But the environment is only a part of the agricultural
picture. oOur farm policies must be market-oriented to guarantee
that producers have the flexibility to decide what crops to grow.
And the American farmer needs a level playing field in the
international trade arena. But the way to fight trade barriers

is through tough negotiation, not retaliation and protectionism.
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Our Administration has just made a bold proposal in the Uruguay
Round that would phase out export subsidies in five years and
trade-distorting subsidies in ten years. oOur goals are simple:
free markets and fair trade.

But in today's global economy, America must also become more
competitive -- through increased production, new uses for our
products, and more open markets. The Administration supports
greater research into biotechnology for improved productivity,
and is encouraging alternative uses of farm products —-- like
ethanol and other new fuels. The value of U.S. agricultural
exports has increased for the fourth year in a row, and sales to
developing nations -- the dynamic markets of the future -- were
up 13 percent last year.

We also support expanding our ties with Eastern Europe and
the Soviet Union to open even more markets. That's why I sent
Secretary Yeutter to lead a Presidential Economic Delegation to
Poland earlier this winter. We're not simply handing the Eastern
Europeans food -- we're forging new partnerships between our
agriculture industries and their emerging market economies.
Through market devélopment, technology transfers, and information
sharing at all levels -- Americans are helping these nations take
their place in the global marketplace.

But for us to reap the benefits of a competitive economy,
we must begin at home. That means cutting the capital gains tax
rate. Two of our biggest competitors internationally -- West

Germany and Japan -- don't tax long-term gains at all. With a
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cut in the capital gaiﬁs tax rate, we can keep American
agriculture dynamic and prosperous. And with continued economic
growth, we can keep rural America going strong. Passage of our
capital gains proposal -- which includes provisions for the sale
of farmland -- will be one of my top priorities in this
legislative year. Because what's good for agriculture is good
for America.

Sound agriculture policies are important to me. The Farm
Bill, our international trade negotiations, and the fight for a
capital gains tax cut will be high on my agenda for the nation.
But I also want to talk to you today about some of the challenges
facing all America. Like people everywhere in this great
country, you work hard and sacrifice to make good lives for
yourselves and your children. Every one of us dreams of
excellence in education; economic opportunity for all citizens, a
clean and healthy environment, and safe, drug-free streets,
schools, and workplaces. Together, we're working to build a
better America.

But much remains to be done and you're in the forefront.
Rural America cares about education. Some say improving our
schools is something for federal money and Washington bureaucrats
to handle. That's not true. Whether it's a classroom on a dusty
plain in North Dakota or a busy street in New York, improving
education is a national challenge. Last September, the Nation's
Governors and I met at the Education Summit to begin promoting

educational restructuring in every state and determining national
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goals to attain excellence. The Administration has sent the
Educational Excellence Act to the Congress. We want, and America
needs, action on it soon.

Rural America is battling the ravages of violence and drugs.
Too many people think drugs and crime are solely an inner-city
problem. Every citizen has the right to a safe home and freedom
from fear. Early in my Administration, we sent the Violent Crime
Control Act to the Congress. We proposed measures to improve
enforcement and prosecution, and strengthen current laws to put
cop-killers and drug-dealers behind bars and keep them there. I
urge the Congress to act swiftly on our crime legislation, which
has been sitting on Capitol Hill for months. Brave citizens
everywhere are standing up to crime. It's time for Congress to
act quickly and responsibly. The war on drugs and crime won't
wait.

Finally, rural America believes in liberty and democracy.
Freedom-loving people everywhere are following the news reports
from behind what used to be called the Iron Curtain. 1In fact, I
read that the first thing to sell out in West Berlin on the day
the Wall came down was fresh fruit. In Romania, citizens knew
freedom had arrived when they saw food on the shelves in the
grocefy stores, for the first time in many years. We reap what
we sow, says the Bible, and what a bountiful harvest we are
witnessing.

These ére the concerns of Americans everywhere, not just

those in the cities or on the plains. I am optimistic about the
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coming decade, for I believe in the wisdom of our policies and in
the providence of the Almighfy. And most importantly, I believe
in the tough resiliency and moral strength of the American
people. Throughout our history, farmers -- many in this room --
have weathered disaster after disaster. And each time, like
steel forged in a white-~hot furnace, you come out stronger with
each testing by fire.

In the "Dirty Thirties,™ thick clouds of dust swirled into
the air causing the dustbowl that ruined hundreds of farmsteads
on the Great Plains, choked thousands of head of livestock and
inspired the epic The Grapes of Wrath. Many of the dustbowl
farmers stayed on the land, and today, their descendants have
invented modern conservation techniques to catch and preserve the
winter snows and spring rains -- to carry their thirsty crops
through the hot plains summers. A triumph of human courage, hope
and ingenuity.

In the 1970s, an unheard-of disease, Southern Corn Leaf
Blight, swept through the fields of the Midwest. In less than
five days, the tall green, tasseled corn died -- as if someone
had taken a blowtorch to it. Over that winter, scientists and
farmers developed resistant corn varieties in time for the next
spring planting. A national food disaster was stopped dead in
its tracks. A triumph of faith, science and inventiveness.

Today, at the daybreak of the new decade, I want rura}
America to share in the promise and prosperity of our great

nation. And in the months and years to come, as we approach the
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horizon of the new century, may we all share in the opportunity
and optimism of a world at peace.

Thank you and God bless America.

# % #
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My thanks to Dean Kléckner ((AFB President)) for that

introduction. Governor Martinez, it's always a pleasure to see
il 7 / 1

2

you. I'd also like to thank Secretary Yeutter for joining us

here today.

I just returned from some fishing and hunting over the
>< -

holidays, and I heard a story about the time Mark Twain sbént
o e e S S
, three weeks fishing in Maine -- after fishing season had closed.

52~ 0n the way home, aboard the train, he told the man seated next to
him about all the fish he caught. Finally, Twain asked, "By the
way, who are you, sir?" "I'm the state game warden," replied the
man, "Who are you?" After a long pause, Twain said, "Well, to be

perfectly truthful, I'm the biggest damn liar in the whole United

States." ///

I won't bore you with my fishing stories, because you never

know if there are any game wardens nearby ... It's a pleasure to
S

o < ><
be here, because for 71 years now, the American Farm Bureau has
S . > S

helped American farmers -- over 3 million member families -- to
become the best in the world. Farming is the backbone of this

country, a proud and noble part of our history. In fact, in the

5U ~earliest days of our nation, Thomas Jefferson wrote that
e A e 3 e
/ o - e S

-

‘Af; "Agriculture is the most useful of the occdbétions of man."

P
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Today, nearly two'centuries iater, I'm hére to give my first
major address of the new.decade. And I begin this exciting, new
decade by beginning with agriculture. 1I'd like to talk to you
about the future of farming in this country, and about the future
of America. But as we look forward to the future, it'é also
important to take a moment and reflect upon the last decade --
and what farmers have gone through, both-good and bad.

You -- America's farmers -- deserve the credit for the
rebound in U.S. farﬁing achieved over the last ten years. You've
been through the worst droughts and natural disaster; of the
1980s, survived economic tough times, ahd now face the loss of
this y;ar;s citrus crop. But each time, you have worked with
your minds -- and your hands =—lt6 beat adversity at every turn
with a kind of can-do commitment that's been the hallmark of

American farming for generations.

It was only five years ago that the landmark 1985 Farm Bill

became law. Since then, the news has been good. Today,

. =< = = )—S - ?.Q S —
agricultural exports are reaching record hlqhsJ Surpluses have
. doulbed =rce (496
=>=< : =< S e T e O

declined dramatically, and most of our good land has. been brought

=< — < S e Seea e .
back into production. Net fatm ificome attained g record 153%1

< . S S e, - - e Seng
lg:§~year, and the share of income that came from market sales --
e ez, Sopees, S e > S
instead of government supports -- continued to grow. The farm

)--< , - el . S . ] ) )
credit situation has greatly improved, bringing financial

stability back to rural America.
As we face the future, the outlook is even better. Through

sound fiscal practices, wise management of our resources, common
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sense attitudes -- and, God willing, good weather -- we can
succeed. Together, we will develop policies to keep rural
America strong, and American agriculture thriving.

First on our plate is the 1990 Farm Bill. ((You know,
getting a gbod Farm Bill through Congress is a little like
milking a bull ...))

But I can tell you, we will stay with the proven principles
of the 1985 Farm Bill when we sit down to write a new bill for
1990 and beyond. Certain improvements are necessary, of course,
but we must not change direction. From subsidy levels, to food
safety measures, to environmental concerns and free trade
provisions, we will stay in keeping with the 1985 legislation.

This Administration will not cut and Tun. : .
PRy — w / i — ’ ~ N

— _—
\ We've got to maintain the/safety net under farm income byéiﬁ:
. / e / M/ﬁ i Oﬁ‘uﬂ‘/
maintaining the crop subsidies™that have been so vital to help
: o << Tl el el T
Cooper ElGvs~ ‘make ends meet on our farms. Since 1986, the cost of Federal
Toiking Bis for == P i) el T R, SN e B S

wio adlio, %,farm programs has been cut in half w1thout hﬁ?zlng farm™ income.
Let me tell you, today, the two best things we can do for farmers
are keep interest rates low, and cut the budget deficit.///

But I also want to say to rural America that I do not intend
to try to balance the federal budget on the backs of American
farmers and ranchers. ///

Historically, America's farmers have understood the
importance of a clean environment, and truly are stewards of the
land. Many of you here today come from farms that have been

handed down from your parents and grandparents, and for many,
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great-grandparents. The land you till will hopefully be planted
by your children after you. You know that to protect the land is
to protect not just your livelihood, but your traditions, and
your heritage.
We must recognize that agriculture and a sound environment

can be compatible -- especially in terms of water quality. The

5 S > —_ T o “ iy s
Administration has proposed a concentrated five-year effort to
= % — ./ S S S S S S

work with the nation's farmers to protect our groundwater from

== . - = P <, — - s
contamination by fertilizers and pesticides. We'll spend close
” = .,'/ - . . P> - \<;< o “>£‘\’ }\ .
to a third of a billion dollars on research é;a‘support for

- > e ST e ><
farmers, so that we put a stop to the contamination of our land
> =
and water. We must keep your good land in business -- without

unreasonable burdens -- but we must also keep it good land. I am
counting on your leadership as we work to expand farm
productivity while safeguarding the environment.

We must also make sure that all Americans are confident in

D S S P
the safety of our food supply. The Administration is working to

incTude legiéfgfive proVIgions téygfdfgét tﬁg'fcaa'sugbiy without

— ™ P—

agriculture industry -- and already we've seen
it e — — > S S =
improved coordination between the FDA, the EPA and the Department

S

overﬁﬁgiming the

O f Agriéﬁlture on this issue.

But the environment is only a part of the agricultural
picture. Our farm policies must be market-oriented to guarantee
that producers have the flexibility to decide what crops to grow.
And the American farmer needs a level playing field in the

international trade arena. But the way to fight trade barriers

)
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is through tough negotiation, not etaliation)and protectionism.

J— T T ez ,,/‘ = TS Ly
Sﬁi‘hdmlnlstratlon has just made a bold proposal in the Uruguay/ KU#VT’Jy/
\ £ )

/‘ > f
Round_thatfwouidt E%gé:ﬁﬁtvexport su5ﬁ<éles in five years and “msfﬂ |
AN
{ v

o LY s e ey .
o trade-distorting-subsidies in ten years. oOur goals are 51mp1e:T
free markets and fair trade. -
But in today's global economy, America must also become more
competitive -- through increased production, new uses for duf

products, and more open markets. The Adminisffgiion supports ji&

( / ) — . / /. ——— — . )
greater research into biotechnology for improved productivity,

4o A.Cavd

v/ /g9

i N < < =T
o4ts werwo  gand is encou?géing alternative uses of farm pr6§ucts/:— like
ethanol and other new fuels. The VaI//‘of U.S. agricultural gi;
_— /‘//’/“‘/ = -
exports has 1ncreased for the fourth year in a row, and sales to
/ —
developing nations -- the dynamic markets of the future -- were

A

// e —
u//i3 percent last year.

We also support expanding our ties with Eastern Europe and
the Soviet Union to open even more markets. That's why I sent

' > = ,
Secretary Yeutter to lead a Presidg;%ial Economic Defzgétlon to

pilois Faleosc — g%/’
wutfets 467 Poland earlier t winte¥. We're not simply handing the Eastern
g ch.ﬁl“‘”"“"'s

Europeans food -- we're forging new partnerships between our
agriculture industries and their emerging market economies.
Through market development, technology transfers, and information
sharing at all levels -- Ameriééﬁé are helping these nations take
their place in the global marketplace.

But for us to reap the benefits 6f a competitive economy,

. — - e e (TN
we must begin at home. That means cutting the capital gains tax

réfgf TWS/;f our biggest competitors internafionally -- West
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Germany and Japan ~-- don't tax long-term gains at all. With
— al )
cﬁg/;ﬁ/gﬁg/éapital gains tﬁgzrﬁfgi we can help keep American

agriculture dynamic and prosperous. And with continued economic

. ] / / p———
growth, we can keep rural America going strong. Passage of our
/ / . ) ] _/',_. — Pt o
capIEgI gains proposal —-- which includes provisions for the sale

dfg}afﬁignd - wififbé/gﬁgfbfy;yfgsglbrig;zhies in this
legislative year. Because what's good for agriculture is good
for America.

Sound agriculture policies are important to me; The Farm
Bill, our international trade negotiations, and the fight for a
capital gains tax cut will be high on my agenda for the nation.
But I also want to talk to you today about some of the challenges
facing all America. Like people everywhere in this great
country, you work hard and sacrifice to make good lives for
yourselves and your children. Every one of us dreams of
excellence in education, economic opportunity for all citizens, a
clean and healthy environment, and safe, drug-free streets,
schools, and workplaces. Together, we're working to build a
better America.

But much remains to be done and you're in the forefront.
Rural America cares about education. Some say improving our
schools is something for federal money and Washington bureaucrats
to handle. That's not true. Whether it's a classroom on a dusty
plain in North Dakota or a busy street in New York, improving
education is a national challenge. Last September, the Na%?gk's

>< ‘><:‘ >—=~": >;<\ ]
Governors and I met at the Education Summit to begin promoting
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educational restructuring in every state and determining national

gogignto attain excellence. The Adqinfétration has sent the
) —— S -y - - .
- Educational Excellence Act to the Congress. We want, and America

p)'s At - (AT
needs, action on it soon.
Rural America is also battling the ravages of violence and

drugs. Too many people think drugs and crime are solely an

inner-city.problem. Every citizen has the right to a safe home

> X<

and freedom\from fear. Early in my Adminis ratlon, we sent the
[ reevsic . — ) TS o e S S s

&Nd ‘\\Y1ofent C€’<é Control K»k‘to the Congress. We proposed measures

bllioguorh = T e = -
RT- éb/ t%’rmprove enforcement and prosecution, and strengthen current
,‘\'7,.—;&/ 1awgwto putE:‘op-killeIB and drug;(>d<ealers behind bars and keep
them there.—-I urge the Cbngress to act swiftly on our crime
g . : P , S fﬁ’< e
legislation, which has been sitting on Capitol Hill for months.
Brave citizens everywhere are standing up to crime. 1It's time
for Congress to act quickly and responsibly. The war on drugs
and crime won't wait.
Finally, rural America believes in liberty and democracy.
Freedom-loving people everywhere are following the news reports
from behind what used to be called the Iron Curtain. 1In fact, I
read that the first thing to sell out in West Berlin on the day
the Wall came down wasn't TV's or denim jeans. It was fresh
fruit. In Romania, citizens knew freedom had arrived because,
for the first time in many years, they saw food on the grocery

store shelves. W//feép what we sow, says the Blble, and what a MK,

bountiful harvest we are witnessing. It is a harvest of joy and
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opportunity that we will continue to support and encourage every
step of the way.

These are the concerns of Americans everywhere, not just
those in the cities or on the plains. I am optimistic about the
coming decade, for I believe in the wisdom of our policies and in
the providence of the Almighty. And most importantly, I believe
in the tough resiliency and moral strength of the American
people. Throughout our history, farmers -- many in this room --
have weathered disaster after disaster. And each time, 1like
steel forged in a white-hot furnace, you come out stronger with

each testing by fire.

[

Iemwwafthﬂé In the "Df?i? Thirties," swirling clouds of dust ruined
SPCCChWﬂqe( ;

hundreds of farmsteads on the Great Plains, choked thousands of

head of livestock and inspired the epic The Grapes of Wrath.

Many of the dustbowl farmers stayed on the land, and today, their

== o = S S, S
descendants haVe invénted modern conservation techniques to ¢atch
>< > TS S Seem et e ' .
and preserve the winter snows and spring rains -- to carry their

thirsty crops through the hot plains summers. A triumph of human
courage, hope and ingenuity.

P
In the 1??%3, an unheard-of disease, Southern Corn Leaf

S
Blight, swept through the fields of the Midwest. In less than
five days, the tall green, tasseled corn died -- as if someone
had taken a blowtorch to it. Over that winter, scientists and
e Sz .Jifzx‘ ) ) )
farmers deve&loped resistant corn varieties in time for the next

spring planting. A national food disaster was stopped dead in

its tracks. A triumph of faith, science and inventiveness.
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Today, at the daybreak of the new decade,vI want rural
America to share in the promise and prosperity of our great
nation. And in the months and years to come, as we approach the

horizon of the new century, may we all share in the opportunity

and optimism of a world at peace.

Thank you and God bless America.

# # %
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My thanks to Dean Kleckner ((AFB President)) for that warm
introduction ... And for his support on the National Economic fex
Commission, as well as the support of the Farm Bureau membership,

on your "No to More Taxes" campaign. Secretary Yeutter, thanks

for joining us here today;

:—s-—ﬂma"‘.l-—n-n-.l_:Y:\'.Y—'—"—Mmmn?-“'-l-'.--lv—-n-a——--.--t-_

Governor Martinez, it's always a pleasure to see you. And of
course, my thanks to your former Farm Bureau president, Robert '
Delano, whose leadership was key to our farm efforts during the
election campaign.

I just returned from some fishing and hunting over the
holidays, and I heard a story about the time Mark Twain spent
three weeks fishing in Méine -- after fishing season had closed.
On the way home, aboard the train, he told the man seated next to
him about all the fish he caught. Finally, Twain asked, "By the
way, who are you, sir?" "I'm the state game warden," replied the
man, "Who are you?" After a long pause, Twain said, "Well, to be
perfectly truthful, I'm the biggest damn liar in the whole United
States." ///

I won't bore you with my fishing stories, because I could

talk all day on this subject ... It's a pleasure to be here,
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@&@ because for 71 years now, the American Farm Bureau has helped
)<;-§ P —~
S American farmers -- over 3 million méEBer faﬁ?iles -- to become

AFPy- Pobatic AFF - . o _
{ﬂ2)3¢3&n}he best in the world. Farming is the backbone of this country,
5

a proud and noble part of our history. 1In fact, in the earliest
7 days of our nation, Thdﬁzé JeffZ§son wrote that "Agfféhlture i:k
W%Eﬁ%mﬁ;’éﬁz Eg;£ GEZ?hl S§LE;:Nocdﬁ;§%ions g?%ﬁ:%."
Buateons, Pz ) . .

Today, nearly two centuries later, I'm here to give my first

major address of the new decade. And I'm proud to begin this
decade by talking to you about the future of farming in this
country, and about the future of America. But as we look
forward, it's also important to reflect upon the past -- and what
farmers have gone through, both good and bad.

You -- America's farmers -- deserve the credit for the
rebound in U.S. farming achieved. You've been‘through the worst
droughts and natural disasters of the 1980s, and survived
economic tough times. But each time, you have worked with your
minds -- and your hands -~ to beat adversity at every turn with a
kind of can-do commitment that's been the hallmark of American
farming for generations.

Right here in Florida we're seeing that can-do attitude as
you face the terrible loss of the citrus and winter vegetable

———— u—y - et S

crop. But let me tell you. You won't be doing it alone. I;té -
oy o= T !
asked Secretary Yeutter to personally oversee our efforts to [

provide assistance and I know you can count on U.S.D.A. to be in

there fighting with you.
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It was only five years ago that the 1985 Farm Bill became

law. Admittedly, the cost has been high but it has worked.

. ‘7'g - )'4.\
Ans Since then, the news has been good. Surpluses have declined
{Q«E\VPS )(\_ Tt el SmemtD. e e
WOcm@/%qdramatlcally, and most of our good land has been brought back
< > el e el S T e
into production. Net farm income attéizzé a record level last
— =S o e o S e
yéar, and the share of income that came from market sales —-
T *“’“«“‘*‘":J" S m
instead of government supports -- continuéd to grow. The farm

cré§T§-51tué€T§% has gré§€§§‘1m§;g;ed, bringing more financial
stability to rural America.

As we face the future, the outlook is even better. Through
sound fiscal practices, wise management of our resources, common
sense attitudes -- and, God willing, good weather -- we can
succeed. Toéether, we will keep rural America strong, and
American agriculture thriving in the 90's.

our first priority must be to keep the American economy
growing. That means fiscal and monetary policies that make sense
- that'provide a stable business environment. Let me tell you.
Todaf, the best thing we can do for farmers is to keep interest
rates low, and that's what we intend to do.

Later this year, we will work with Congress on the 1990 Farm
Bill. ((You know, getting a good Farm Bill through Congress is a
little like‘milking a bull ...)) But I can tell you that to be
competitive,  we must have market-oriented farm policies. Farmers
need more flexibility to decide what crops to grow based on

market signals, not government mandate. We've got to give
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American farmers the chance to do what Americans do best:
compete.

At the same time, this Administration will not cut and run.

—< s PN e L U TR el e e
ﬂﬁamﬁﬁhﬁf We'lve ggiito maintain a safety net to protect far%/ { from
9 Fayun TMC e — <,

Mjgijbz_ condiEI;ns beygzg;théiiicontrol. But market-orienged farm

policies are only a part of the agricultural picture. We've got
to expand markets and‘enhance productivity. We've got to assure
the public that America's food is the safest in the world, and
we've got to protect our precious environment.

America's farmers understand the importance of a clean
environment. Many of you here today come from farms that have
been handed down from parents and grandparents, and for many,
great-grandparents. The land you till will hopefully be planted
by your children after you. You know that to protect the land is
to protect not just your livelihood, but your heritage.

We must recognize that productive agriculture and a sound

environment can be compatible -- especially in terms of water
< = ><;><><§_>.<“ >
m%?d;fv- quality. The Administration has initiated a concentrated five-
ieds 193 T el e el R el e PRI e
~nmmquwﬂyear effort to work with the nation's farmers to protect our
o - \<:\ \_:;_’\‘,pv-(“ el
groundwater from contamination by fertilizers and pesticides.

B i e T
We'll spend close to a th1rd of a bllllon dollars on research and

supﬁgg; for farmers, so that we put a stop to the contamination
of our land and water. We must keep your good land in business -
- without unreasonable burdens -- but we must also keep it good _

land. ((tree insert)) I am counting on your leadership as we
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work to expand farm productivity while safeguarding the

environment.

We must also make sure that all Americans are confident in
o e
the safety of our food supply. @K</Adm1nlstratlon is working to
_ o M T P R | e, i
iﬁﬂbalM develop legislation to protect the food supply without
e FrurLobicy . - 27 et

e

X4701.overw €lming the agrlculture 1ndustry -- and already we've seen

<
CJ 1mpr8$§g coor&><<t10n be€§§§ﬁ the fsi:;the EPA and the Department
e

P
wwag 1989 of Agriculture on this issue.
Aeconplisaments
But in the coming decade, the American farmer must have a

level playing field in the international trade arena. And the

way to fight trade barriers is through tough negotiation, not

..
rec1procal protectlonlsm. I know that méﬁgsFEff éﬁ?éau leaders P=+ Pads
%JW\'E’W@M w‘ ":-;"M T W g
fox sé??é“ln key roles SK:the Agrlcuftural Trade Adv1sory Comnittee,
and how important this issue is to you. Our Administration has
= P S S S, S .
just made a bold proposal in the Uruguay Round, key to its b
70(0H/“/ oo PR Smebe Smel. et e, S s 2gpans S
Doskin succe s, that would phase out export subsidies in five years and
E?ﬂzfqéﬂT' D St iy S e, e . _
q other trade-distorting practices in ten years. oOur goal is
simple: open markets and free trade. .
. . . . / — /
And international markets are 1mprov1ng. The value of U. S.
. / v qL...._ \-L,...._ }
agricultural exports hés 1n;¥€ased for the féﬁ‘”h year 2ﬁ7a Yow,
.o — — et :
ewainRobo 5 g saIes’to developing nations -- the dynamic markets of the ,:k
157 - Iyt _ . ( ‘
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ngmAgwa future -- were up 13 percent last year. ()(/w’
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We also support expanding our ties with Eastern Europe and
: -
q*“fﬁ the Soviet Union to open even more markets. Earlier éﬁ?s
m‘é‘ Ret 5C

S S :
mmu“ﬁ: wf;%er, Secretary Yeutter led a Presidential Delegation to Poighd

febitsents ) ' - .
“ﬂ“f( Vi Po determine how American know-how can help Poland shift to a
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market economy. R We're forging new partnerships between our
agriculture industries and Eastern Europe's emerging economies.
Through market development, technology transfers, and information
sharing at all levels -- Americans are helping these nations take
their place in the global marketplace.

But in today's global economy, America must also become more
competitive -- through increased production, new uses for our
products, and more open markets. fﬁ?g\Admiﬁ?;%fétion éﬁ;;brts

=< —_—— ey S
gréater'res§Z§§H“into biotechnology for improved productivity,

and 1s encouraging alterfiative uses of farm products -- like
. o
ethanol and other new fuels and fuel additives. Jdggaa few
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mofiths ago, we"expanded/the producer tax credit for alternative
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fuels to include ETBE. This will mean more markets for growers . -

MY
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and cleaner air for all Americans.

But for us to reap the benefits of a competitive economy,
we must begin at home. That means cutting the capital gains tax
rate. With a cut in the capital gains tax rate, we can help keep
American agriculture dynamic and prosperous. And with continued

economic growth, we can keep rural America going strong.——="

-
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Passage of our capital gaiﬁzigfoposal - whéég;inciudes &
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prev&é§g£s~for~the sale of farmland -- will Be one o=~mi:fbp et

> SR
\\
priprlties in ﬁﬁfg legislativg>§£ar. Your support has been

instrumental in keeping up the fight for the capital gains tax
cut. And the fight isn't over yet. Because what's good for

agriculture is good for America.
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Sound agriculture policies are important to me. The Farm
Bill, our international trade negotiations, and the fight for a
capital gains tax cut will be high on my agenda for the nation.
But I also want to talk to you today about some of the challenges
facing all America. Like people everywhere in this great
country, you work hard and sacrifice to make good lives for
yourselves and your children. Every one of us dreams of
excellence in education, economic opportunity for all citizens, a
clean and healthy environment, and safe, drug-free streets,
schools, and workplaces. Together, we're working to build a
better America.

But much remains to be done and you're in the forefront.
Rural America cares about education. Some say improving our
schools is something for federal money and Washington bureaucrats

to handle. That's not true. Whether it's a classroom on a dusty

plain in North Dakota or a busy street in New York improving

e Sl
education is a national challenge. Last September, the Nation's

S s . .
Governors and I met at the Education Summit to begin promoting
educational restructuring in every state and determining national
goals to attain excellence. The Administration has sent the
f‘ 74_ P )
Edgcatlonal Excellence Act to the Congress. We want, and America
;7f;- ;wﬂj?a;_;kcm
needs, action on it soon.

Rural America is also battling the ravages of violence and

drugs. Too many people think drugs and crime are solely an

inner-city problem. Every citizen has the right to a safe home

> < -
> s ATRCS and freedom from fear. Early in my Administration, we sént the
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fmamﬁcomprehens1ve Violent Crime Control Act to the Congress. We

S
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proposed measures to improve enforcement and prosecution, and
.

/ .
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ikﬂﬂk@ﬁwéﬁr ngthen current léﬁZ‘;o put drug—degi;rs behind bars and keep

them there. I urge the Congress to act swiftly on our crime
legislation, which has been siéi?;g g;kba§i€;1 HTTI‘fE% m%gfhs.
Brave citizens everywhere are standing up to crime. 1It's time
- for Congress to act quickly and responsibly. The war on drugs
and crime won't wait.

Finally, rural America believes in liberty and democracy.
Freedom-loving people everywhere are following the news reports
from behind what used to be called the Iron Curtain. In fact, I
read that the first'thing to sell out in West Berlin on the day
the Wall came down wasn't TV's or denim jeans. It was fresh
fruit. In Romania, citizens knew freedom had arrived because,
for the first time in many years, they saw food on the grocery
store shelves. We reap what we sow, says the Bible, and what a
bountiful harvest we are witnessing. It is a harvest of joy and
opportunity that we will continue to support and encourage every
step of the way.

These are the concerns of Americans everywhere, not just
those in the cities or on the plains. I am optimistic about the
coming decade, for I believe in the wisdom of our policies and in
the providence of the Almighty. And most importantly, I believe
in the tough resiliency and moral strength of the American |
people. Throughout our history, farmers -- many in this room --

have weathered disaster after disaster. And each time, like
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steel forged in a white-hot furnace, you come out stronger with

each testing by fire.

[“’“ In the "Dirty Thirties," swirling clouds of dust ruined

hundreds of farmsteads on the Great Plains, choked thousands of
head of livestock and inspired the epic The Grapes of Wrath.

Many of the dustbowl farmers stayed on the land, and today, their
descendants have invented modern conservation techniques to catch
and preserve the winter snows and spring rains -- to carry their
thirsty crops through the hot‘plains summers. A triumph of human
courage, hope and ingenuity.

In the 1970s, an unheard-of disease, Southern Corn Leaf
Blight, swept through the fields of the Midwest. 1In a few days,
the tall green, tasseled corn was devastated -- as if someone had
taken a blowtorch to it. Over that winter, scientists and
farmers developed resistant corn varieties in time for the next
spring planting. A national food disaster was stopped dead in
its tracks. A triumph of faith, science and inventiveness.

Today, at the daybreak of the new decade, I want rural
America to share in the promise and prosperity of our great
nation. And in the months and years to come, as we approach the
horizon of the new century, may we all share in the opportunity
and optimism of a world at peace.

Thank you and God bless America.

# ##
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My thanks to Dean Kleckner ((AFB President)) for that warm
introduction ... We are grateful for his leadership on the
National Economic Commission, and the tremendous support of the
Farm Bureau membership. Secretary Yeutter and Governor Martinez,
it's always a pleasure to see you. My thanks, too, to your
former Farm Bureau president, Robert Delano, whose leadership and
counsel have been so helpful.

I just returned from some fishing and hunting over the
holidays, and I heard a story about the time Mark Twain spent
three weeks fishing in Maine -- after fishing season had closed.
On the way home, aboard the train, he told the man seated next to
him about all the fish he caught. Finally, Twain asked, "By the
way, who are you, sir?" "I'm the state game warden," replied the
man, "Who are you?" After a long pause, Twain said, "Well, to be
perfectly truthful, I'm the biggest damn liar in the whole United
States." ///

I won't bore you with my fishing stories, because I could
talk all day on this subject ... It's a pleasure to be here,
because for 71 years now, the American Farm Bureau has helped

American farmers -- over 3 million member families -- to become

the best in the world. Farming is a proud and noble part of our
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history. 1In fact, Thomas Jefferson himself wrote that
"Agriculture is the most useful of the occupations of man."
Today, nearly two centuries later, I'm here to give my first
major address of the new decade. And I'm proud to begin this
decade by talking to you about the future of farming in this

country. But as we look forward, it's also important to reflect

upon the past -- and what farmers have gone through, both good
and bad.
You -- America's farmers -~ deserve the credit for the

rebound in U.S. farming. You've been through the worst droughts
and natural disasters of the 1980s, and survived economic tough
times. But you have worked with your minds -- and your hands --
to beat adversity with a kind of can-do commitment that's been
the hallmark of American farming for generations.

| Right here in Florida we're seeing, some of that can-do
attitude as you face the terrible loss of the citrus and winter
vegetable crop. But let me tell you. You won't be doing it
alone. 1I've asked Secretary Yeutter to personally oversee our
efforts to provide assistance and I know you can count on
U.S.D.A. to be in there fighting with you.

It was only five years ago that the 1985 Farm Bill became
law. Admittedly, the cost has been high but it has worked.
Since then, the news has been good. Surpluses have declined
dramatically, and most of our good land has been brought back
into production. Net farm income reached a record level last

year, and the share of income that came from market sales
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continued to grow. The farm credit situation has greatly
improved, bringing more financial stability to rural America.

As we face the future, the outlook is even better. Through
sound fiscal practices, wise management of our resources, common
sense attitudes -- and, God willing, good weather -- we can
succeed. Together, we will keep rural America strong, and
American agriculture thriving in the 90's.

Té do that, our first priority must be to keep the American
economy growing. That means fiscal and monetary policies that
make sense. Today, the best thing we can do for farmers is to
keep interest rates loﬁ, and that's what we intend to do.

This year, we will work with Congress on the 1990 Farm Bill.
((You know, getting a good Farm Bill through Congress is a little
like milking a bull ...)) But I can tell you that tb be
competitive, we must have market-oriented farm policies that
allow producers more flexibility to decide what crops to grow. So
American farmers can do what Americans do best: compete.

At the'same time, this Administration will not cut and run.
We've got to maintain a safety net to protect farmers from
conditions beyond their control. But market-oriented farm
policies are only a part of the agricultural picture. We've got
to expand markets and enhance productivity. We've got to assure
the public that America's food is the safest in the world, and
we've got to protect our precious environment.

America's farmers understand the importance of a clean

environment. Many of you here today come from farms that have
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been handed down from parents and grandparents. You know that to
protect the land is to protect not just your livelihood, but your
heritage.

We must recognize that productive agriculture and a sound
environment can be compatible -- especially in terms of water
quality. The Administration has initiated a concentrated five-
year effort to work with the nation's farmers to protect our
groundwater from contamination by fertilizers and pesticides.
We'll spend close to a third of a billion dollars on research and

support for farmers to stop contamination of our land and water.

We must keep your good land in business =-- without unreasonable
burdens -- but we must also keep it good land. I am counting on

your leadership as we work to expand farm productivity while
safeguarding the environment.

We must also make sure that all Americans are confident in
the safety of our food supply. The Administration is working
hard to develop legislation to protect the food supply without
overwhelming the agriculture industry.

But in the coming decade, the American farmer must have a
level playing field in the international trade arena too. And
the way to fight trade barriers is through tough negotiation, not
reciprocal protectionism. I know that many Farm Bureau leaders
serve on the Agricultural Trade Advisory Committee, and how
important this issue is to you. Our Administration has just made
a bold proposal in the Uruguay Round, key to its success, that

would phase out export subsidies in five years and other trade-
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distorting practices in ten years. Our goal is simple: open
markets and free trade.

And international markets are improving. The value of U.S.
agricultural exports has increased for the fourth year in a row,
and sales to developing nations -- the dynamic‘markets of the
future -- were up 13 percent last year.

We also support expanding our ties with Eastern Europe and
the Soviet Union to open even more markets. Earlier this
winter, Secretary Yeutter led a Presidential Delegation to Poland
to determine how American know-how can help Poland shift to a
market economy. We're forging new partnerships between our
agriculture industries and Eastern Europe's emerging economies.

But in today's global economy, America must also beéome more
competitive -- through increased production, new uses for our
products,. and expanded markets at home. This Administration
supports greater research into biotechnology for improved
productivity, and is encouraging alternative uses of farm
products -- like ethanol and other new fuels and fuel additives.
Just a few months ago, we proposed the expansion of the producer
tax credit for alternative fuels to include ETBE. This will mean
more markets for growers and cleaner air for all_Americans.

But for us to reap the full benefits of a competitive
economy, we must cut the capital gains tax rate. With our
capital gains proposal, we can help keep American agriéulture
dynamic and prosperous. And with continued economic growth, we

can keep rural America going strong. Passage of our capital
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gains proposal -- which would apply to the sale of farmland --
will be one of my top priorities in this legislative year. Your '
support has been instrumental in the fight for the capital gains
tax cut. And the fight isn't over .yet.

The Farm Bill, our international trade negotiations, and a
capital gains tax cut will be high on my agenda for the nation.
Because what's good for agriculture is good for America.///

But I also want to talk to you today about some of the,'
challenges facing all America. Like people everywhere in this
great country, you work hard and sacrifice to make good lives for
yourselves and your children. Every one of us dreams of
excellence in education, economic opportunity for all citizens, a
clean and healthy environment, and safe, drug-free streets,
schools, and workplaces. Together, we're working to build a
better America.

But much remains to be done and you're in the forefront.
Rural America cares about education. Some say improving our
schools is something for federal money and Washington bureaucrats
to handie. I know you don't believe that. Whether it's a
classroom on a dusty plain in North Dakota or a busy New York
street, improving education is a national challenge. Last
September, I met with the Nation's Governors at the Education
Summit to begin promoting educational restructuring in every
state and determining national goals to attain excellence. The
Administration has sent the Educational Excellence Act to the

Congress. We want, and America needs, action on it soon.
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Rural America is also battling the ravages of violence and
drugs. Every citizen has the right to a safe home and freedom
from fear. Early in my Administration, we sent the Comprehensive
Violent Crime Control Act to the Congress. We proposed measures
to improve enforcement and prosecution, and strengthen current
laws to put drug-dealers behind bars and keep them there. This
critical crime legislation has been sitting on Capitol Hill for
months. Brave citizens everywhere are standing up to crime.

It's time for Congress to act quickly and responsibly. The war
on drugs and crime won't wait.

Finally, rural America believes in liberty and democracy.
Freedom-loving people everywhere are following the news reports
from behind what used to be called the Iron Curtain. 1In fact, I
read that the first thing to sell out in West Berlin on the day
the Wall came down wasn't TV's or denim jeans. It was fresh
fruit. In Romania, citizens knew freedom had arrived because,
for the first time in many years, they saw food on the grocery
store shelves. We reap what we sow, says the Bible, and what a
bountiful harvest we are witnessing. It is a harvest of joy and
opportunity that we will continue to support and encourage every
step of the way.

I am optimistic about the coming decade, for I believe in
the wisdom of our policies and in the providence of the Almighty.
And most importantly, I believe in the tough resiliency and moral
strength of the American people. Throughout our history, farmers

-- many in this room -- have weathered disaster. And each time,
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like steel forged in a white-hot furnace, you are stronger with
each testing by fire.

In the "Dirty Thirties," swirling clouds of dust ruined
hundreds of farmsteads on the Great Plains. Many of the dustbowl
farmers stayed on the land, and today, their descendants have
invented conservation techniques to catch and preserve the winter
snows and spring rains -- to carry their crops through the hot
plains summers. A triumph of human courage, hope and ingenuity.

In the 1970s, an unheard-of disease, Southern Corn Leaf
Blight, swept through the fields of the Midwest. 1In a few days,
the tall green, tasseled corn was devastated -- as if someone had
taken a blowtorch to it. Over that winter, scientists and
farmers developed resistant corn varieties in time for the next
spring planting. A national food disaster was stopped dead in
its tracks. A triumph of faith, science and inventiveness.

Today, at the daybreak of the new decade, I want rural
America to share in the promise and prosperity of our great
nation. And in the months and years to come, as we approach the
horizon of the new century, may we all share in the opportunity
and optimism of a world at peace. Thank you and God bless

America. ¥ # #
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away on his travels and none of them knew his
address. So they mailed a letter superscribed
“Mark Twain, God Knows Where.” Some
weeks later they received an acknowledgment
reading simply: “He did.”

Compare SIR HUMPHRY DAvY 1.

16 After attending a service conducted by
Dr. Doane, later bishop of Albany, Mark
Twain congratulated him on an enjoyable ser-
vice. “I welcomed it as an old friend,” he went
on. “I have a book at home containing every
word of it.” Dr. Doane bristled. “I am sure you
have not,” he replied huffily. “Indeed I have,”
Twain persisted. “Well, I'd like to have a look
at it then. Could you send it over to me?”” The
following day Twain sent him an unabridged
dictionary.

17 A devotee of cigars, Mark Twain was con-
temptuous of those who made a great to-do
about giving up smoking. He always claimed
that it was easy to quit: “I’ve done it a hundred
times!”

18 Mark Twain, careless about his dress, one
day called on Harriet Beecher Stowe without
his necktie. On his return Mrs. Clemens no-
ticed the omission and scolded him. A little
later a messenger turned up on Mrs. Stowe’s
doorstep and handed her a small package. In-
side was a black necktie, and a note: “Here is a
necktie. Take it out and look at it. I think I
stayed half an hour this morning without this
necktie. At the end of that time, will you kindly
return it, as it is the only one I have. Mark
Twain.”

@ Mark Twain loved to brag about his hunt-
¥ and fishing exploits. He once spent three
weeks fishing in the Maine woods, regardless
of the fact that it was the state’s closed season
for fishing. Relaxing in the lounge car of the
train on his return journey to New York, his
catch iced down in the baggage car, he looked
for someone to whom he could relate the story
of his successful holiday. The stranger to

whom he began to boast of his sizable catch
appeared at first unresponsive, then positively
grim. “By the way, who are you, sir?” inquired
Twain airily. “I’'m the state game warden,” was
the unwelcome response. “Who are you?”
Twain nearly swallowed his cigar. “Well, to be
perfectly truthful, warden,” he said hastily,
“I'm the biggest damn liar in the whole United
States.”

20 Twain was tired of receiving photographs
from men claiming to be his double. To cope
with the heavy correspondence this entailed he
composed the following form letter and had
his printer run off a few hundred copies: “My
dear Sir, I thank you very much for your letter
and your photograph. In my opinion you are
more like me than any other of my numerous
doubles. I may even say that you resemble me
more closely than I do myself. In fact, I intend
to use your picture to shave by. Yours thank-
fully, S. Clemens.”

21 “Ina world without women,” Twain was
once asked, “what would men become?”

“Scarce, sir,” replied Twain. “Mighty
scarce.”

22 In later life Mark Twain suffered periodi-
cally from bronchitis and arthritis. Whenever
the newspapers reported that he had had an-
other attack, well-wishers would send him pre-
scriptions, remedies, nostrums, and elixirs of
life in the hope of bringing about his recovery.
He had a standard reply for acknowledging
these unsolicited items: “Dear Sir (or Madam),
I try every remedy sent to me. I am now on No.
87. Yours is 2,653. 1 am looking forward to its
beneficial results.”

23 When Mark Twain was born in No-
vember 1835, Halley’s comet blazed in the
night sky. Twain often referred to this, and
came to think of himself and the comet as “un-
accountable freaks” which, having come in to-
gether, must go out together. He was right:
when he died in April 1910, Halley’s comet was
again in the sky.
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