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Visibility
of drugs
reaches
statewide

By John Branston
Staff Reporter

Big city, small town or rural
area — it makes little difference.
Drug selling is about equally vi-
sible im all three areas in Ten-
nessee. , .o

People in Memphis and other
big cities are a little more likely
to have witnessed a drug sale,
but there is ample evidence that
such transactions are going on
with publie knowledge all over
the state.

Those are some of the findings

THE
TENNESSEE POLL

in a poll last month sponsored by
The Commercial Appeal and the
Knoxville News Sentinel. In gen-
eral, the findings parallel na-
tional surveys, although Tennes-
searns are less likely to say they
have ever tried an illegal drug.

The survey gives statistical
support to a picture that has
been emerging from a flood of
news stories about shattered
lives, drug violence and tough
éa'lking politicians and law en-

orcement types. ‘Regardless of
age, race or locale, Tennesseans
support the idea,of a war on
drugs and think cocaine use is a
serious offense.

“While younger Tennesseans
are much more likely to have
used drugs, they are no less like-
Jy to gupport strong measures to
deal with the drug problem,”
-said Dr. William Lyons, who di-
rected the survey by the Social
Science Research Institute at the
University of Tennessee, Knox-
ville. ;

The survey, which quéstioned
807 adults in the state, asked a
variety of questiogs about drug
abuse. Other topics covered in
the survey are being reported in
a series of stories in the newspa-
pers. Results of this poll are con-
sidered statistically accurate

Memphis, Tennessee, Mondg
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Free at last
Walter Sisulu, a friend and colleague of African National Congré

released Sunday after 25 years in prison. Seven other anti-apartht
mola of the Pan Africanist Congress, also were freed uncondition

Interim-report describes problems
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Youth not
wasted on
the young:
Here’s why

By Mary Lou Brown
Staff Reporter

and James W. Brosnan
Staff Reporters

WASHINGTON — A govern-
ment commission today will is-
sue a “call for action” to end the
poverty-stricken life of much of
the Lower Mississippi Delta.

Leaders of the Lower Missis-
sippi Delta Commission hope
their interim report will so dra-
matically describe the problems
afflicting many of the 8.3 million
Delta residents that officials

months.

The interim report is expected
to stress the need for “human de-
velopment” programs, princi-
pally education, to end decades
of poverty. It costs federal, state
and local governments $2 billion
a year just for subsistence pro
grams in the 212-county region
The area stretches from south
ern Illinois to the Gulf of Mexi
co.

The report also is the first tesi
of the commission in its some

America is
raising a new
generation of
volunteers.
And in the
Mid-Squth .
thousands of
young people
work on their
: own or
through churck and community
organizations to help make life
better for others. *

The Volunteer Center of Mem-
phis, which began..tracking
youth volunteers in May 1988, re-
ports more than a thousand
young people, ages 12 to 18, have
donated their time, skills and
talents ‘through the organiza-
tion. ,

“That figure is conservative,”
says Karen Malkin, youth volun-
teer manager at the center.

In addition there are those
who voluhteer on their own or
through other groups such as
Girl Scouts, churches, private
schools, Key Clubs, sororities,
fraternities.

A sampling of the volunteer ef-
fort given by youthful volun-
teers in the region appears today
on Pages A12 and A13. .

Youth Service America is the
major source of national statis-
tics on youth volunteers, ages 17
to 24. According to the Washing-
ton-based agency, nearly S0
youth service corps and conser-
vation corps operate in 2S5 states
on combined budgets of over
$107 millibn with some 41,000
young people enrolled.

The young people work in pro-
grams to improve urban living
conditions, protect natural re-
sources, care for thé elderly in
cities and suburbs, tutor educa-
tionally at-risk youngsters, help
with day care, assist in homeless
shelters, and much more.

Volunteer programs operate
in about 3,000 public and private
high schools across the country.
A recent survey by the National
Association of Independent
Schools found that 61 percent of
448 private secondary schools
surveyed have community ser-
vice programs.

The stories inside demon-
strate the energy and dedication
young volunteers of the region
devote to their communities.
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Ramesses success
built credibility

By John Beifuss
Staff Reporter

Russian empresses, would-be
world conquerors and ancient
civilizations aren’t the things
for which Memphis is known.

with Elvis, the blues and barbe-
cue than with so-called high cul-
ture.

“We've, not been defensive
about that,” Mayor Dick Hackett
said lagt week. “We realize we're
not New Yurk, we’re not the Bos-
tons and the cities you tradition-
ally think df as cultural centers.
We're really the ‘Heartland of

Memphis’ _
brought “Wonders’

The city is more often associated -

S pursuit

America’ — we admit the fact.”
But with connections, coinci
dence, down-heme Southerr
hospitality and plenty of harc
work and shoe leather, city offi
cials organized “Wonders: The
Memphis International Cultura
Series.” The city is presenting
the exhibitions, which will trav
el across North America, in
unique partnership with the Na
tional Geographic Society -tha
was finaliZzed twoe weeks ago.
The scheduled exhibitions in
clude "“Catherine the Great,
with artifacts from the Hermit
age State Museum in Leningrad
USSR; “The Ottoman Empire,
with objects from the Topkap
Palace Museum in Istanbul, Tur
key;, “The Etruscans,” witl

Please se& EXHIBIT, Page Al
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WwWomen’s

By Laurel Campbell
Staff Reporter

(W

Linda Campbell borrowed
money from personal credit
cards to start her sign com-
‘pany.

Marsha McDonald creat-
. | ed ad copy on a borrowed
typewriter.

Kitty Taggart and Jimmi
Horn fought with contrac-
tors until every detail of
their dress shop met their
standards.

These  now-established
Memphis business owners
will  celebrate National
Business Women's Week in
the best way they-know how
— by doing business.

They are among the more

in small business

gains big

than 4 million American
women who own their own
businesses, and they are
part of a growing trend.

Betweep 1980 and 1986,
women started companies
at nearly twice the rate of
men, according to the U.S.
Small Business Administra-
tion.

By 1986, the last year fig-
ures are available, women
owned more than 4.1 mil-
lion businesses, 29.9-percent
of the nation’s small busi-
nesses.

“They are growing and

Please see GAIN, Page A10

B Business women get
spotlight Thursday B3




-

2B PHAAs s ua) ¢

Asia rides
out plunge,
Wall Street

By Mariann Caprino
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Wall Street braced for a possible battering to-

day as aftershocks from its Friday the 13th plunge'sent'stocks | . ¢ .
and the dollar tumbling early in Tokyo and other forelgn e)g- - i
changes before they steadied in later trading. o sty
The Nikkei Stock Average of 225 issues finished the mormng R
session on the Tokyo Stock Ex- gt

change down 407.84 points, or
1.16 percent, from Friday’s fin-
ish at 34,708.18. The average

opened down about 600 points Car OWwW |
but rose in light-volume trading o
amid reports that world mone- b
tary authorities were ready to y SpQ ;
intervene to prevent Friday’s Je R,
plunge from snowballing. f W ke W <
U.S. market and government O Oman “yAT g
officials continued Sunday to

map strategies to prevent a fi- found Shot

nancial disaster paralleling

events of two years ago, when l ;
the Dow plummeted 508 points Yle S O | &

¥
o b
f

on Oct. 19, Black Monday, after a

108-point drop the preceding Fri- ?

day.p P P 8 By Steve Gaither P
The activity in Tokyo was the Staff Reporter:

first in a major foreign market
following the plunge on Wall A burned body was found ear-
Street and was expected to set | ly Sunday in North Memphisina
the tone for trading in markets | Cadillac owned by the husband

leader Nelson Mandela’s, was around the world. of an East Memphis wo
leaders, including Jafta Mase- Share prices in Hong Kong, | found shot to death Thu d
1. Story on Page A2. Australia, New Zealand and Police said the, e

: Taiwan also fell in opening trad- | 55-year-old

ing today.
On the Hong Kong Stock E*u

lucation change, prices e 3019 10

the first 10 minutes of trading.-

heard from since ‘ear
morning, officers sai

e land exchange, | Taunton told police
tracked by the | ered his 54-year-olg
) ndef ended the morn- shot in the head Thi
¢ (W S goints — 11 per- noon wben he

_cent — at 198485, eIk

hite House ofﬁcxals 1987 Austrahas mal to<{lg 3
cewemehrst tangl- Zrice inde 8 DE

what stormy

gress and
«rill tndav re



the federul government

priated last year for the
sion.

An immediate product of the
‘eport is expected to be a series
f priority-setting confefences
»y the commission involving of-
icials from colleges, churches
Jovernment and business.

A draft of the report indicates
the commission is likely to fol-
low the lead df recent reports by

appro-
commis-

about 7 percent from Friday.
In Taiwan, the market’s
weighted index was down about
1.3 percent in late morning ac-
tivity, after initially declining
by 2 percent.

Please see STOCK, Page A14

M Black Monday fell after

s 4

had not been iden
found in a sitting pos
the legs bound 1oose1y-
Taunton’s 1979 white C
about 2 a.m. The vehicle
an isolated stretch of Pgr p
of the Illinois Central Rai
tracks near No
and Chelsea.
Firefighters PO
car fire notified p
body. H ¥
Warner said the car had bed

Please see DELTA, Page A10 darker period B3
By Thomas Busler
Holding a
sketch of Elvis
Presley,

Russian artist
Kolya Vasin
arrives at
Memphis
International
Airport Sunday
night. Vasin,
the first person
ever granted
an exit visa
from the Soviet
Union to visit
Graceland, will
be in Memphis
for two weeks,
with side trips
| to Tupelo,

k| Nashville and
Las Vegas.

Fan comes from Russia

with love

By Steve Gaither
Staff Reporter

Kolyd Vasin, the Soviet Un-
ion’s most devoted Elvis fan, was
one of the happiest people in
Memphis Sunday night — blue
suede shoes and all.

Vasin, 44, of Leningrad, is the
first Soviet citizen granted an
exit visa specifically to visit
Graceland.

“1 have waited a long, long
time for this — a year,” Vasin
said. “l am very happy to be here.
Thank you everyone. I have gifts
from Russia for you.”

The personable sculptor, art-
ist, and rock and roll enthusiast
has become a celebrity. Wide
eyes framed by long brown hair

for Elvis

and a beard, Vasin was taken
aback by the bright lights and
microphones of television crews
that met his flight from Boston
Sunday night at Memphis Inter-
national Airport.

“Very many bright lights. I'm
not ready for this,” Vasin said.
““In Russia I have a quiet life. I lis-
ten to rock and roll in my room
and arrange a few rock con-
certs.”

Passengers scurrying through
the Northwest Airlines gates
stopped to watch Vasin, who was
decked out in a black Elvis T-
shirt, blue jeans, a black cap
with Elvis adornments, a yellow
scarf, and of course, the shoes.

Vasin did his best to oblige re-

Please see ELVIS, Page A5

doused with gasoline inside
out. Investigators found a gas
line can nearby, Warner said. \

was not dead before the fire.
burned beyond recognition angd’

Taunton’s dental recor
rive from Georgia. He said
lice hope to make an ider
tion late this afternoon.” & "

Taunton was last seen Frlday

owner of Tip’s Electric Supply- .
Co. at 2497 Broad.: Taunton
worked with Tlpler;who said he~
was con51dermg sell;ng part or

Warner said the body:was|

forensic officials are wqu g y
‘1o ar

about 7:30 a.m. by Jame§’l‘1pler._

M Hurricane Jerry hltS
Galveston, Texas A2

B Lawmakers rethlnk
Super Tuesday . B1

M Nashville's alrport
traffic is growing Bs

W A’s top Glants, lead -
2-0 in Series, D1
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WEATHER

i Cloudy today, . GQ percent J
chance of thundershowers.
High in upper 70s. Wind south-
west 10 mph. Rain tonight. Low
near 60. Details/Al1 :

QUOTE, UNQUOTE |

“We run into sqmany things we
‘can’t do," a lot of left-handed .
people really begin to believe
that they're Inferior .. .”

—Jeff Goldsmith, organizer of
Left-handers Convention and ,
Learning Festival, Page C1
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| VOLUNTEER TIPS :

Call the Volunteer Center at 276-8655 for
" inforr‘r;\axiononthefollowin needs:

« If you have time to give on ksgiving

Bay, help in the *Beale Strefeogeed &e
eedy” ram, serving to the
hungry mtown in Handy Park.

« Sign up now to help make ‘this holiday
season happy for 15,000 needy children
by assisting Nov. 29-Dec. 16 at the
Christmas Store. Weekday or weekend
shifts available.

« Participate in an evening phone-a-thon ata
Midtown site Nov. 26-29 supporting
education and outreach on peace and
justice issues.

« Sign up now o assist with the traditional
groduction of A Christmas Carol at

heatre Memphis.

* Encourage giving to the homeless and
needy by staffing an “Angel Tree" booth
in itehaven or East Memphis or a
“Kettle" booth at a shopping center near
you beginning Nov. 21.

« Lend your support to agn?enq working to
preserve Memphis landmarks by helping
with an auction scheduled for ;2

* Be part of a Victorian Christmas by giving

tours at the Mallory-Neely House on
weekend aftemoons in December.

* Feel the holiday spirit and support the
Cancer Society by helping in a gift wrap
booth in December at Lord & Taylor,
Oak Court Mall or Mall of Memphis.

« Seeabeautiful production of The Nutcracker
atthe Orpheum and support the schools
by ushering at matinees Dec. 6-8.

« If you want to bring Christmas cheer, help
deliver poinsettias around the cﬁ{l Nov.
27-Dec. 23 and support a worthy health
organization.

Phetocopy-Preservation
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Series to shine

By Henry A. Stokes
Assistant Managing Editor

The Commercial Appeal today
begins a search to discover and
write about a thousand people in
the Mid-South whose volunteer
efforts help improve the lives of
others. ;

The mission is inspired by an

idea expressed last. August by /

President Bush, who talked of”

-the American community An.
terms of “a thousand points”of

light.” The phrase was minted
by former White I:Igt;{sq Speech

iy ke % i

<31

POINTS of
f?‘. - nght

in Mid-South

writer Peggy Noonan, who took
temporary leave from child-rais-
ing and book-writing to help
Bush cast his ideas into brilliant
words.

Bush, of course, used the
phrase in his nomination accep-
tance speech — words that

-helped frame his campaign. The

term itself took hold, and a year

later it hassurvived the rhetoric

of campaigning. :
-Last ‘month," the president
asked Congress to nurture:the

-volunteer spirit by setting aside
-$25 million for a Points of Light

Initiative, to be a clearinghouse

for volunteer programs:

¢ “There is no problem in Amer-

-icathatisnot being solved’some-
~/where,” Bush said. BT

It is nothing new for -presi-

' dents to recognize the spirit of
‘charity, to encourage citizens to
' 'participate, to advance the idea

that government can only do so
much. John F. Kennedy galvan-
ized the concept at his inaugura-
tion with words often repeated
over the last 28 years: “And so,
my fellow Americans, ask not
what your country can do for
you; ask what you can do for

Please see POINTS, Page A4
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From Page A1

Light

and one of the Orpheum'’s fore-
most friends.

At either post, he's preserving
an inventory of Memphis his-
tory that might have been lost
without commitment like his.

School groups and vacation
church schools have a standing
invitation to Schwab's store,
where he has a museum depict-
ing the mercantile trade when
Beale Street was younger.

“I take them through the mu-
seum and try to tell them what
the different things are and how
they were used. They study his-
tory easily this way,” he 'said.
“Most children have no idea
what a wagon looks like.”

Schwab befriended the Or-
pheum about 11 years ago, when
he joined the preservation
group Friends of the Orpheum.
During the $5 million renova-
tion in 1983, Schwab was part of
the team painting, cleaning and
making repairs. The curtain
went up on the renovated Or-
pheum Jan. 7, 1984.

“I was there the night it
opened up, and I've been there
ever since,” said Schwab.

As he takes their tickets,
Schwab greets theatergoers and
motions them to the auditorium.
But there's more to the job than
stuffing ticket stubs in a box.

“Im almost like an informa-

tion desk. You have to be kind of
cool-thinking to do that. I try to
keep everybody satisfied, Maybe
you can, maybe you can't. I work
the door, and see that the others
are at their post too,” he said.
. On the final Sunday of a show
like Cats, the Friends. of the Or-
pheum host a brunch for the
cast between performances. “We
get to eat with the actors, The
only catch is you have to bring
enough food for 18 people.”

For Les Miserables, Schwab
worked every performance ex.
cept the weekday matinees, and
he’s not complaining. “I' miss
very few. Up at the Orpheum, I'm
not 65, I'm 20.”

Bank president

counsels teens

Don Stone was full of good in-
tentions in 1984.  °

After hearing a presentation
about the Jonesboro, Ark., pub-
lic school’s alternative program
e = for students at

risk, he in-
tended to stop
by. Maybe
even volun-
teer.

He didn't.

It was a year
later, another
luncheon and
similar
speech by the
same woman.
“She was giv-
ing a talk and she said several of
you said you were coming down,
including Don Stone, and you
never did,” Stone recalled. Em-
barrassed by his previous fail-
ure, he said, “I was out there at
1:15 that day.”

‘That was four years ago and
Stone, who is president of Sim-
mons First National Bank of
Jonesboro, is still giving his
time to help convince teenagers
to stay in school. “"No one has
gone to college yet, but we have
one or two who have the real po-
tential to go,” he said.

The other day, Stone said he
noticed that one of the students
was washing the windows'across
the street. “'I just walked over to
hiug him, He's been drug-free for
about two weeks, We do a lot of
hugging here,”

The children and teenagers
Stone counsels are society’s dis-
posable children — ones who
have been abandoned or who
have never known the comforts
of having a real home or ones
who have little or no care be-

LI LSRN RR (T R Al e

Stone

Abe Schwab takes tickets from playgoers at the 6rpheum. Schwab, 65, who owns A. Schwab dry goods store on Beals, is a volun-

teer for theatrical shows at the theater.

happened 50 years ago,” Balkin
said.

Other times, he's at the Crisis
Center, listening to callers in
crisis. No doubt, he got his back-
ground as a government person-
nel director for 36 years.

“We counsel people by tele-
phone. Whatever their crisis
might be, we don't tell them
what to do. We just suggest two

or three things they might do to-

get out of their crisis. A lot of
people who call and say they're
going to commit suicide aren’t
going to do it. They're seeking
sympathy,” he said.

Then there's his MIFA meal
route on Wednesday, when he
delivers anywhere from 16 to 21
meals on wheels.

In his spare time, he reads
mail and balances checkbooks
for two elderly friends. *

And all this, he says, takes up
only 14 hours a week, Pshaw. .

“I'll do anything to keep busy,”
Balkin explained. “The most im-
portant thing for a retired per-
son is to keep the upstairs busy.
You grow older, but you don't
grow old.”

Blindness no bar

to a complete life

A major metropolitan bus sys-
tem is difficult enough to figure
out with all five senses at one's
command. But it doesn't intimi-
date Mary Dettor of Whitehaven,
even though she is blind. '

“Ialways go to the Alliance for
the Blind office that way, and I
take it to.go'uptown,” she said.

Not only is she fearless about
what she’ll take on — she has
been snow skiing and would like
to try hot-air balléoning —= but
she also feels strongly about
sharing her experience and
strength with others who are
losing their sight.

Mrs. Dettor, 72, is credited
with starting the Alliance for
the Blind's first peer counseling
group. “The object was to give
them support in how things
could be done with loss of vi-
sion, and to demonstrate the
{dea that you could still social-
ize,” Mrs. Dettor said.

Group philosophy focuses on
staying in the solution, not the
problem. In addition to picnics
and Christmas parties, the sup-
port grou‘) has visited several
tactile ?XI\im}s mv\‘\,\c\i\\s‘, P

{ ‘ i : |,| (LN

who has recently established
the Butterly Center for Missing

‘and Abused Children.

She runs the nonprofit centér
out of her home, which she also

By Karen P. Pulfer

¥

uses. as a day care center. Mrs. . k]

Simpson acts as a third party for *

people reluctant to report child
abuse or neglect to authorities.
As the operator of a home day

care center, she is required by ' [&

law to report abuse. Even if she
weren't legally compelled to do
so, she'd be morally obliged to
speak out, she says.

“I can't stand to see children
abused,” Mrs. Simpson said. “I've
been baby-sitting for years, and I
have kept children who were
abused. That's the hardest thing

in the world to watch; it tears -
. your heart out.” ° '

While she is not herself a vic-
tim of abuse, she is not afraid to
come between children "and

abusers. Failure ‘to report ne.i:’

glect and abuse forceg.the prob<
lem underground, ‘especially
when adults are reluctdnt to be.,
come involved, she sajd. ™ .-
“Everybody says, ‘I don’t wan
to give them my name’ because

testify to the fact that they know
the situation is neglectful,” she
said. “It doesn’t bother me to
give my name. What bothers me
is seeing children allowed to
play in the street day and night.”

Mrs. Simpson also locates
emergency housing for children
in threatening"situations, and
collects and distributes cloth-
ing. She’s &lso made her tele-
phone available as a 24-hour lis-
tening line,

“If someone needs to call us
and say, 'I'm sick and tired of my
kids,’ that's what,we're here for.
I've been waked up in the middle
of the night before, and it
doesn’t hurt me,” Mrs. Simpson :
said. She and her husband, Dar-
rel, have one daughter,

Since the center's beginning
in March, Mrs. Simpson has for-
warded about 10 complaints
from others, and has turned in
several of her own reports of
abuse, one in which children
were locked out of their house
in the rain, “Those children did -
not ask to be born, They do not
ask to be beaten,”

Building homes

“Prings rcwaﬂs
Cof lx . .

3

cure enough money to build the
house and on-site supervision.

" One house has been completed
and occupied, and the second is
ready for sheetrock and exterior
siding. .

“It's real :rewarding, I didn't
realize how much so until I
worked on the last one,” Walton
*sald. "Just as a helper, driving

nails and -installing insulation,
it’s amazing the benefits you get
out of it yourself because you're
actually contributing in'some
tangiblie way to this program.

“I think one of the neatest
things about it is that it's not a

charity situation. Thisis helping:

people to upgrade their own
standard of lxpv%ng.“

Animals have

own advocate
Like a bloodhound on a scent,

Ginny * Bozeman sniffs out
homes for animals in custody of
the Memphis Humane Society.

She usually gets her human.
AT First,. she
‘oA

gives the pro-
spective own-
i1 ers the third
degree: “I as-
Se8 The R’#‘\:
il [

s s A m =

. Photocopy-Preservation

L N L3t .
Neal Qli!yens, 42, pastorof Greater Mt. Zion Baptist
hurch, works.with a neighborhood drug prevention program,
akes kids with’sickie-cell anemia camping, and serves on the
* Chitrch*Health Center and the Memphis Health Center boards,
they're afraid they'll be asked to “#' © * D

By Tim Ivy

In the home she and her hus-
band have in the Kirby Woods
area, Mrs. Bozeman has an as-
sortnment of dogs and cats, most
of whom came from the Humane
Society shelter. Two of the dogs
were cruelty cases.

“You get 'em home and you
think, well, I'll find a home for
them. And then the right person
doesn't come along, so I just end
up keeping them,” Mrs. Boze-
man said.

Getting to kids
before drugs do
Preaching at children about
drugs is not the way to reach
them, says Rev. T. O’'Neal Cri-

vens,.pastor of Greater Mt. Zion
Baptist Church.

“ ‘Just say no' doesu't make
sense to a 10- or 15-year-old kid
who's making $300 or $400 a day,
whose mother is on welfare, und
he’s bringing in money to help
mama and she’s willing to look
the other way. .

“It’s just talk,” said Mr. Cri-
vens, the 42-year-old founder of
the Hyde Park Neighborhood
Coalition, a group of schools,
churches. businesses and i
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But there's more to the Job than
stuffing+ticket stubs in a box.

“I'm almost like an informa-
tion desk. You have to be kind of
cool-thinking to do that, I try to
keep everybody satisfied. Maybe
you can, maybe you can't. work
the door and see that the others
are at their post too,” he said.

On the final Sunday of a show
like Cats, the Friends of the Or-
pheum host a brunch for the
cast between performances. “We
get to eat with the actors. The
only catch is you have to brmg
enough food for 18 people.”

For Les Miserables, Schwab
worked every performance ex-
cept the weekday matinees, and
he's not complaining. “I miss
very few. Up at the Orpheum,I'm
not 65, I'm 20.”

Bank president

counsels teens

Don Stone was full of good in-
tentions in 1984.

After hearing a presentation
about the Jonesboro, Ark., pub-
lic school’s alternauve program

q for students at
risk, he in-
tended to stop
by. Maybe
even volun-
teer.

He didn't.

It was a year
later, another
luncheon and
similar"
speech by the
same woman.
“She was giv-
ing a talk and she said several of
you said you were coming down,
including Don Stone, and you
never did,” Stone recalled. Em-
barrassed by his previous fail-
ure, he said, “I was out there at
1:15 that day.”

That was four years ago and
Stone, who is president of Sim-
mons First National Bank of
Jonesboro, is still giving his
time to help convince teenagers
1o stay in school. “No one has
gone to college yet, but we have
one or two who have the real po-
tential to go," he said.

The other day, Stone said he
noticed that one of the students
was washing the windows'across
the street. “I just walked over to
hug him. He’s been drug-free for
about two weeks. We do a lot of
hugging here.”

The children and teenagers
Stone counsels are society’s dis-
posable children — ones who
have been abandoned or who
have never known the comforts
of having u real home or ones
who have little or no care be-
cause their parents are alcoho-
lics or drug addicts. "I get tears
in my eyes just talking to you
about it,” he said.

Stone

While Stone was nudged into’

volunteering, he has no regrets
in spending time with those
teenagers who are starved for af-
fection and attention: “We ought
to contribute to the community
that contributes to us.”

On-the-go retiree

not growing old

A good man is hard to find, and
David Balkin especially so.

Sitting by the phone he is not.

On a given day, one might
catch Balkin, 71, pitching in at
the Crisis Center, going to the
grocery for shut-ins, or deliver-
ing Meals on Wheels.

For example, he's a mainstay
in the Compeer program, the
matching service offered by the
Mental Health Society of Mem-
phis and Shelby County, which
pairs mental
health clients
with individ-
uals trained to
help and care.
Balkin and his
58-year-old
friend have
been together
two years.

“I  usually
see him every
week, We'll go
and get a
snack or go to the zoo or to a ball
game. We get along real well. He
largets recent thipgs, but he can
tell you in detail"anything that

)]

Balkin

Abe Schwab takes tickets from playgoers at the Orpheum. Schwab, 65, who owns A. Schwab dry goods store on Beals, is a volun-
teer for theatrical shows at the theater.

happened 50 years ago,” Balkin
said.

Other times, he's at the Crisis
Center, listening to callers in
crisis. No doubt, he got his back-
ground as a government person-
nel director for 36 years.

“We counsel people by tele-
phone. Whatever their crisis
might be, we don’t tell them
what to do. We just suggest two
or three thmgs they might do to
get out of their crisis. A lot of
people who call and say they're
going to commit suicide aren’t
going to do it. They're seeking
sympathy,” he said.

Then there's his MIFA meal
route on Wednesday, when he
delivers anywhere from 16 to 21
meals on wheels.

In his spare time, he reads
mail and balances checkbooks
for two elderly friends.

And all this, he says, takes up
only 14 hours a week. Pshaw.

“I'll do anything to keep busy,”
Balkin explained. “The most im-
portant thing for a retired per-
son is to keep the upstairs busy.
You grow older, but you don't
grow old.”

Blindness no bar

to a complete life

A major metropolitan bus sys-
tem is difficult enough to figure
out with all five senses at one’s
command. But it doesn’t intimi-
date Mary Dettor of Whitehaven,
even though she is blind.

“Ialways go to the Alliance for
the Blind office that way, and I
take it to go uptown,” she said.

Not only is she fearless about
what she’ll take on — she has
been snow skiing and would like
to try hot-air ballooning — but
she also feels strongly about
sharing her experience and
strength with others who are
losing their sight.

Mrs. Dettor, 72, is credited
with starting the Alliance for
the Blind’s first peer counseling
group. “The object was to give
them support in how things
could be done with loss of vi-
sion, and to demonstrate the
idea that you could still social-
ize,” Mrs. Dettor said.

Group philosophy focuses on
staying in the solution, not the
problem. In addition to picnics
and Christmas parties, the sup-
port group has visited several
tactile exhibits, including Dr,
John Hughes’ reproductions of
art works for the visually im-
paired.

“Mary works with other blind
people to share her skills and to
ease them through the loss of vi-
sion,” said Greta Tyler, execu-
tive director of the Alliance for
the Blind.

* “To be honest, it does seem to -

make an impression on them
that I still could function,” Mrs.
Dettor said. “I have a guard dog
and can walk most places I need
to go on a daily basis. I get my
own groceries; I just go often be-
cause I can't take much home in
one arm. Once every couple of
months I ask a friend to go with
me for the heavy shopping.”

Mrs. Dettor, who is married
and the mother of one, is also a
volunteer in the Mental Health
Society’s Compeer calling pro-
gram, a supplement to their
Compeer program. Mrs. Dettor
calls two elderly clients several
times a month, and for at least
one, it may be the only time her
phone rings all week.

“Compeer calling is just to
keep in touch until they can find
a permanent friend for them,”
she said.

Mother fights

abuse of children
When it comes to children,
Lou Simpson of Paragould, Ark,,
believes there's no such thing as
bemgn neglect.
“There are all types of abuse,
but I believe child neglect is the
worst,” said Mrs. Simpson, 29,

_said.

who has recently established
the Butterly Center for Missing
and Abused Children.

She runs the nonprofit center
out of her home, which she also
uses as a day care center. Mrs.
Simpson acts as a third party for
people reluctant to report child :
abuse or neglect to authorities.

As the operator of a home day
care center, she is required by -
law to report abuse. Even if she
weren’t legally compelled to do
so, she'd be morally obliged to
speak out, she says.

“l can't stand to see children
abused,” Mrs. Simpson said. “I've
been baby sitting for years, and I
have kept children who were
abused. That’s the hardest thing
in the world to watch; it tears
your heart out.”

While she is not herself a vic-
tim of abuse, she is not afraid to
come between children and
abusers. Failure to report ne-’
glect and abuse forces.the prob- -
lem underground, especxally«.
when adults are reluctdnt to be-
come involved, she said.

“Everybody says, ‘I don t want
to give them my name’ because
they're afraid they'll be asked to '
testify to the fact that they know
the situation is neglectful,” she
“It doesn’t bother me to,
give my name. What bothers me
is seeing children allowed to
play in the street day and night.” |

Mrs. Simpson also locates
emergency housing for children
in threatening situations, and *
collects and distributes cloth-
ing. She’s dlso made her tele-
phone available as a 24-hour lis-
tening line.

“If someone needs to call us
and say, 'I'm sick and tired of my
kids,’ that’s what we're here for.
I've been waked up in the middle
of the night before, and it
doesn’t hurt me,” Mrs. Simpson -
said. She and her husband, Dar-
rel, have one daughter.

Since the center’s beginning
in March, Mrs. Simpson has for-
warded about 10 complaints
from others, and has turned in
several of her own reports of -
abuse, one in which children
were locked out of their house
in the rain. “Those children did -
not ask to be born. They do not
ask to be beaten.”

Building homes

brings rewards
Driving nails and hanging
sheetrock isn't everybody’s idea
of a great way to spend a Satur-
day, but it's Al Walton's.
Dunng the week, Walton sells
. e cardiac equip-
ment, and he -

construction
business,

¥ day a month,

Walton, 41,
dons a hard-
hat as the vol- *
unteer project

&% manager for a
Walton house Habitat

for Humanity
is building in Rossville.

Habitat for Humanity is an
ecumenical Christian organiza.
tion devoted to providing low-
cost, nonprofit housing to low
income people throughout the
world. Each house is built by -
volunteers, and the prospective
owners put in 500 hours toward .
its completion.

“At the end of the construc-
tion period, there'll be a ceremo-
ny dedicating the house to God
and the people it was built for,”
Walton said. “They'll sign a no-
interest mortage for a $30,000.
house with a little over 1000
square feet, The idea is to help
them help themselves,”

Walton became involved last
year when his church, German-
town United Methodist Church,
agreed to take responsibility for
bujlding two of the houses in the
Rossville area. Each house re-
quires d fund-raising effort to se-

has a small .

One Satur- *

By Tim Ivy

Rev. T: O’Neal Crivens, 42, pastor of Greater Mt. Zion Baptist

By Church, works wlth a8 ne|ghborhood drug prevention program,
“takes kids with'sickle-cell anemia camping, and serves on the
Church Health Center and the Memphis Health Center boards.

cure enough money to build the
house and on-site supervision.

" One house has been completed
and occupied, and the second is
ready for sheetrock and exterior
siding.

“It's real rewarding, I dxdn’t
realize how-much so until I
worked on the last one,” Walton
said. “Just as a. helper, driving
nails and -installing insulation,
it's amazing the benefits you get

out of it yourself because you're

actually contributing in- some
tangible way to this program.

“I' think one of the neatest
things about it is that it's not a
charity situation. This is helping:-
people to upgrade their own
standard of living.”

Animals have

own advocate
Like a bloodhound on a scent,
Ginny ~ Bozeman sniffs out
homes for animals in custody of
the Memphis Humane Society.
She.usually gets her human,
7 .- First, she

spective own-
{ ers the third
4 degree: “I as-
sess the gen-
eral attitude
4 of the person
and try to de-

termine if

they really

wa(xln ;1 1:)3.

and if they

Mrs. Bozeman want it for the

. right purpose.”

-If-they pass that test, she grills
them a little more: “If they have

a little child, they don’t need a
tiny puppy. They need a dog
that's a little older and more tol-
erant. The ‘same goes for baby
kittens they can haul around; an
older cat is better, If they want a
dog that's over 30 or 35 pounds,
you've got to have a fenced
yard.”

; And with one wrong move,
they end up right back where

they started, injured neglected»

or abused. -

I 10 years ‘as a volunteer has
made her a little hard-nosed,
well, she's seen too many un-
happy endings.

““Alriost all of the animals that
end up here have been injured.
They come out of some kind of
trauma. Many of these animals
we've put a great deal of money
into, so we want to be as sure as
we can that the dog isn't going to
go through that kind of thing

again. We want it to be a perma -

nent home, so the animal won't
be brought back like a piece ot‘
furniture.”

But Mrs. Bozeman, 65, also
treasurer of the Humane Soci-
ety's board. of directors, is a
pushover for a hard luck story.

In the home she and her hus-
band have in the Kirby Woods
area, Mrs. Bozeman has an as-
sortnment of dogs and cats, most
of whom came from the Humane
Society shelter. Two of the dogs
were cruelty cases.

“You get 'em home and you
think, well, I'll find a home for
them. And then the right person
doesn't come along, so 1 just end
up keeping them,” Mrs. Boze-
man said.

Getting to kids
before drugs do

Preaching at children about
drugs is not the way to reach
them, says Rev. T. O'Neal Cri-
vens, pastor of Greater Mt. Zion
Baptist Church.

* ‘Just say no’' doesn't make
sense to a 10- or 15-year-old kid
who's making $300 or $400 a day,
whose mother is on welfare, and
he’s bringing in money to help
mama and she’s willing to look
the other way.

“It's just talk,” said Mr. Cri-
vens, the 42-year-old founder of
the Hyde Park Neighborhood
Coalition, a group of schools,
churches, businesses and indi-
viduals trying to get to kids be-
fore drugs get to them.

High on the coalition’s agenda
is helping children develop
their dreams. “What many of
these children simply need is ex-
posure. They haven't been any-
where or seen anything. They
really don’t know where their
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who has recently established
the Butterly Center for Missing
and Abused Children.

She runs the nonprofit center
out of her home, which she also
uses. as a day care center, Mrs.
Simpson acts as a third party for
people reluctant to report child
abuse or neglect to authorities.

As the operator of a home day
care center, she is required by
law to report abuse. Even if she
weren't legally compelled to do
so, she'd be morally obliged to
speak out, she says.

“I can't stand to see children
abused,” Mrs. Simpson said. “I've
been baby-sitting for years, and I
have kept children who were
abused. That's the hardest thing
in the world to watch; it tears

. your heart out.”

While she is not herself a vic-
tim of abuse, she is not afraid to
come between children and
abusers. Failure to report ne-
glect and abuse forces the prob-
lem underground, ‘especially
when adults are reluctant to be-
come involved, she said. .

"“Everybody says, ‘1.don't want
to give them my name’ because
they're afraid they'll be asked to
testify to the fact that they know
the situation is neglectful,” she
said. “It doesn't bother me to
give my name. What bothers me
is seeing children allowed to
play in the street day and night.”

Mrs. Simpson also locates
emergency housing for children
in threatening situations, and
collects and distributes cloth.
ing. She's dlso made her tele-
phone available as a 24:hour lis-
tening line,

“If someone needs to call us
and say, ‘I'm sick and tired of my
kids,’ that's what we're here for.
I've been waked up in the middle
of the night before, and it
doesn’t hurt me,” Mrs. Simpson
said. She and her husband, Dar-
rel, have one daughter.

Since the center’s beginning
in March, Mrs. Simpson has for.
warded about 10 complaints
from others, and has turned in
several of her own reports of
abuse, one in which children
were locked out of their house
in the rain. “Those children did
not ask to be born. They do not
ask to be beaten.”

Building homes
brings rewards
R i | ‘

pheum. Schwab, 65, who owns A. Schwab dry goéds store on Beale, is a \'lolun-

*. ..Rev. T. O'Neal (‘:lfjv'lena. 42, pastor of Greater Mt. Zldli Baptist

By-Tim Ivy

*Church, works with a neighborhood drug prevention program,
takes kids with sickle-cell anemia camping, and'serves on the
Church Health Center and ttie Memphis Health Center boards.

cure enough money to build the
house and on-site supervision.

One house has.been completed
and occupied, and the second is
ready for sheetrock and exterior
siding.

“It’s real rewarding, I didn't
realize how much so until I
worked on the last one,” Walton
said. “Just as a helper, driving
nails and installing insulation,
it's amazing the benefits you get
out of it yourself because you're
actually contributing" in* some
tangible way to this program.

"l think one of the neatest
things abont it is that it's not a
charity situation, This is helping.
people to upgrade their own
standard of living.”

Animals have

own advocate

Like a bloodhound on a scent,
Ginny Bozeman sniffs out
homes for animals in custody of
the Memphis Humane Society.

She usually gets her human.

. ¢ First, she
&9 gives the pro-
spective own-
ers the third
degree: “I as-
sess the gen-
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In the home she and her hus-
band have in the Kirby Woods
area, Mrs. Bozeman has an as-
sortnment of dogs and cats, most
of whom came from the Humane

Society shelter. Two of the dogs

were cruelty cases.

“You get 'em home and you
think, well, I'll find a home for
them, And‘then the right person
doesn’t come along, so I just end
up keeping them,” Mrs. Boze-
man said.

Getting to kids

before drugs do

Preaching at children about
drugs is not the way to reach
them, says Rev. T, O'Neal Cri-
vens, pastor of Greater Mt. Zion
Baptist Church.

" ‘Just say no' doesn't make
sense to a 10- or 15-year-old kid
who's making $300 or $400 a day,
whose mother is on welfare, and
he’s bringing in money to hel
mama and she's willing to 1oo.
the other way. .

“It’s just talk,” said Mr. Cri-
vens, the 42-year-old founder of
the Hyde Park -Neighborhood
Coalition, a group of schools,
churches, businesses and indi-
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dreams can take them," Mr. Cri-
vens said.

The essence of the program is
to pair neighborhood children
— known in project lingo as the
CISCO Kids (from the coalition's
slogan, Community In Service to
Create Opportunities) — with
mentors, or role models who at-
tend six-week training sessions.
The way Mr. Crivens sees it, a
mentor's positive example may
have more influence on a child’s
judgment than the neighbor-
hood dealer.

Mr. Crivens’ coticern for Mem-
phis’ youth is not confined 1o the
drug epidemic. Last month, he
took 65 children with chronic
sickle-cell anemia on a week-
long camping trip at Land
Between the Lakes. He served as
assistant director of the camp
for children ranging in age from
7 to18.

“Most are inner-city children,
some from single-parent house-
holds, and many who've never
had a male role model. The par-
ents need a break every now and
then, too,” he said. .

Mr. Crivens serves on the
boards of directors of the Mem-
phis Regional Sickle Cell Coun-
cil, the Church Health Center,
and the board of governors of
the Memphis Health Center. He
is married .and the father of
three.

“I was given so much and re-
ceived so much from my parents
and the people in this communij-
ty Ihave to give something back.
I think too many young black
and white professionals do not
8o back to help out. My gquestion
15, ‘How do you escape your
roots?’ "

 Store now shelter

for homeless

If only other watershed deci-
sions were as clear as the mis-
sion that came to Barbara Mo-
ment, founder of the Seek the
Old Path Homeless Shelter.

“1 was doing a fot of cliureh
work, putting on progras that
weren't really useful. God let me
know these street people needed
me,” saild Mrs. Moment, a 44-
year-old mother of six who de- .
scribes her occupation for the

. linst 15 years as simply “evange-
list.”

The name of the South Mem-
phis shelter came to her in the
same revelation as the idea of
starting it.

“The Lord gave me that name
when I was sitting in church.
God told Jeremiah his people
had strayed away from his wa ¥,
and for them to go back and seck
for the old path. It means going
back to-the ways of the old
church, taking the old path to
salvation, helping the people
really inneed.”

" When Mrs, Moment's father
died, his bequest to her was a
profitable corner grocery store
on Sardis. Instead of taking over

- the family business, in 1986 Mrs.
Moment turned the building
into & men’s dormitory with 10
beds. Last December, she opened
a second shelter for 14 women
and children. Both shelters of-
fer temporary lodging.

Recently, she has added two
transitional homes to the Seek
for the Old Puth network of
shelter, “If it seems like they’re
really trying to do something to
pull themselves out of poverty,
we let them stay there from
three to six months,” Mrs. Mo-
ment said.

Mrs. Moment's ministry
doesn’t stop with putting a roof
over the heads of her flock.
Since the shelters are affiliated
with her church — Seek for the
Old Path Holiness Consecration
Church — she ministers to their
spiritual needs as well as feed-
ing and clothing them. She also
tries to connect them with jobs,
vocational training, counseling
and education’. No one isever re.
fused because of financial hard-
ship, and residents share the
housekeeping chores.

Mrs. Moment estimates she
e vinde] oy
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“We counsel people by tele-
10ne. Whatever their crisis
ight be, we don't tell them
hat to do. We just suggest two
‘ three things they might do to
it out of their crisis. A lot of
:0ple who call and say they're
)ing to commit suicide aren't’
»ing to do it, They're seeking
rmpathy,” he said.

Then there's his MIFA meal
yute on Wednesday, when he
slivers anywhere from 16 to 21
\eals on wheels.

In his spare time, he reads
1ail and balances checkbooks
»r two elderly friends.

And all this, he says, takes up
nly 14 hours a week. Pshaw.
“{"ll do anything to keep busy,”
alkin explained. “The most im-
ortant thing for a retired per-
on is to keep the upstairs busy.
‘ou grow older, but you don’t
row old.”

3lindness no bar

'0 a complete life

A major metropolitan bus sys-
em is difficult enough to figure
ut with all five senses at one's
ommand. But it doesn’t intimi-
late Mary Dettor of Whitehaven,
wven though she is blind.

“l always go to the Alliance for
he Blind office that way, and I
ake it to go uptown,” she said.

Not only is she fearless about
vhat she’ll take on — she has
»een snow skiing and would like
o try hot-air balléoning — but
ihe also feels strongly about
sharing her experience and
itrength with others who are
osing their sight.

Mrs. Dettor, 72, is credited
with starting the Alliance for
the Blind's first peer counseling
zroup. “The object was to give
them support in how things
could be done with loss of vi-
sion, and to demonstrate the
idea that you could still social-
ize,” Mrs. Dettor said.

Group philosophy focuses on
staying in the solution, not the
problem. In addition to picnics

and Christmas parties, the sup-
port group has visited several
tactile exhibits, including Dr.
John Hughes’ reproductions of
art works for the visually im-
paired.

“Mary works with other blind
people to share her skills and to
ease them through the loss of vi-
sion,”" said Greta Tyler, execu-
tive director of the Alliance for
the Blind.

“To be honest, it does seem to
make an impression on them
that I still could function,” Mrs.
Dettor said. “I have a guard dog
and can walk most places I need
to go on a daily basis. I get my
own groceries; I just go often be-
cause I can't take much home in
one arm. Once every couple of
months I ask a friend to go with
me for the heavy shopping.”

Mrs. Dettor, who is married
and the mother of one, is also a
volunteer in the Mental Health
Society's Compeer calling pro-
gram, a supplement to their
Compeer program. Mrs. Dettor
calls two elderly clients several
times a month, and for at least
one, it may be the only time her
phone rings all week.

“Compeer calling is just to
keep in touch until they can find
a permanent friend for them,”
she said.

Mother fights

abuse of children

When it comes to children,
Lou Simpson of Paragould, Ark.,
believes there's no such thing as
benign neglect.

“There are all types of abuse,
but I believe child neglect is the
worst,” said Mrs. Simpson, 29,

people reluctant to report child
abuse or neglect to authorities.

As the operator of a home day
care center, she is required by
law to report abuse. Even if she
weren't legally compelled to do
so, she'd be morally obliged to
speak out, she says.

“] can't stand to see children
abused,” Mrs, Simpson said. “I've
been baby-sitting for years, and I
have kept children who were
abused. That’s the hardest thing
in the world to watch; it tears
your heart out.”

While she is not herself a vic-
tim of abuse, she is not afraid to
come between children and
abusers. Failure to report ne-
glect and abuse forces the prob-

lem underground, -especially.

when adults are reluctdnt to be-
come involved, she sajd.

“Everybody says, ‘[ don’t want
to give them my name' because
they're afraid they’ll be asked to
testify to the fact that they know
the situation is neglectful,” she
said. “It doesn’t bother me to
give my name. What bothers me
is seeing children allowed to
play in the street day and night.”

Mrs. Simpson also locates
emergency housing for children
in threatening situations, and
collects and distributes cloth-
ing. She’s &dlso made her tele-
phone available as a 24-hour lis-
tening line.

“If someone needs to call us
and say, ‘I'm sick and tired of my
kids,’ that’s what we're here for.
I've been waked up in the middle
of the night before, and it
doesn’t hurt me,” Mrs. Simpson
said. She and her husband, Dar-
rel, have one daughter.

Since the center’s beginning
in March, Mrs. Simpson has for-
warded about 10 complaints
from others, and has turned in
several of her own reports of
abuse, one in which children
were locked out of their house
in the rain, “Those children did
not ask to be born. They do not
ask to be beaten.”

Building homes
brings rewards

Driving nails and hanging
sheetrock isn't everybody's idea
of a %rem way to spend a Satur-
day, but it's Al Walton's.

During the week, Walton sells

o cardiac equip-

ment, and he

g1 has a small

®| construction
&4 business.

One Satur-
day a month,
Walton, 41,
dons a hard-
# hat as the vol-
3 unteer project

2 d manager for a
Walton house Habitat

for Humanity
is building in Rossville.

Habitat for Humanity is an
ecumenical Christian organiza-
tion devoted to providing low-
cost, nonprofit housing to low
income people throughout the
world. Each house is built by
volunteers, and the prospective
owners put in 500 hours toward
its completion.

“At the end of the construc-
tion period, there’ll be a ceremo-
ny dedicating the house to God
and the people it was built for,”
Walton said. “They’ll sign a no-
interest mortage for a $30,000
house with a little over 1,000
square feet. The idea is to help
them help themselves.”

Walton became involved last
year when his church, German-
town United Methodist Church,
agreed to take responsibility for
building two of the houses in the
Rossville area. Each house re-
quires f fund-raising effort to se-

.\Rev. T. O'Neal Cfivens, 42, pastor of Greater Mt. Zion Baptist

".Church, works with a neighborhood drug prevention program,
takes kids with'sickle-cell anemia camping; and serves on the
Church Health Center and the Memphis Health Center boards.

cure enough money to build the
house and on-site supervision.

Onehouse has been completed
and occupied, and the second is
ready for sheetrock and exterior
siding.

“It's real rewarding, I didn’t
realize how much so until I
worked on the last one,” Walton
said. “Just as a helper, driving
nails and -installing insulation,
it's amazing the benefits you get
out of it yourself because you're
actually contributing in- some
tangible way to this program.

“I' think one of the neatest
things about it is that it's not a
charity situation. Thisis helping
people to upgrade their own
standard of living.”

Animals have

own advocate

Like a bloodhound on a scent,
Ginny Bozeman sniffs out

homes for animals in custody of -

the Memphis Humane Society.
She usually gets her human.-

. . First,. she
gives the pro-
J spective own-
1 ers the third
¥ degree: “I as-
sess the gen-
eral attitude
of the person
{ and try to de-
termine if
they really
want a dog,
and if they
want it for the

Mrs. Bozeman

right purpose.”

If they pass that test, she grills
them a little more: “If they have
a little child, they don't need a
tiny puppy. They need a dog
that's a little older and more tol-
erant. The same goes for baby
kittens they can haul around; an
older cat is better. If they want a
dog that's over 30 or 35 pounds,
you've got to have a fenced
yard."”

And with one wrong move,
they end up right back where
they started, injured, neglected
or abused.

If 10 years as a volunteer has
made her a little hard-nosed,
well, she’s seen too many un-
happy endings.

“Almost all of the animals that
end up here have been injured.
They come out of some kind of
trauma. Many of these animals
we've put a great deal of money
into, so we want to be as sure as
we can that the dog isn’t going to
go through that kind of thing

again. We want it to be a perma- -

nent home, so the animal won't
be brought back like a piece of
furniture.” .

But Mrs. Bozeman, 65, also
treasurer of the Humane Soci-
ety’s boar¢ of directors, is a
pushover for a hard luck story.

In the home she and her hus-
band have in the Kirby Woods
area, Mrs. Bozeman has an as-
sortnment of dogs and cats, most
of whom came from the Humane
Society shelter, Two of the dogs
were cruelty cases.

“You get 'em home and you
think, well, I'll find a home for
them. And then the right person
doesn’'t come along, so I just end
up keeping them,” Mrs. Boze-
man said.

Getting to kids
before drugs do

Preaching at children about
drugs is not the way to reach
them, says Rev. T. O'Neal Cri-
vens,.pastor of Greater Mt. Zion
Baptist Church.

“ ‘Just say no' doesn't make
sense to a 10- or 15-year-old kid
- who's making $300 or $400 a day,
whose mother is on welfare, and
he’s bringing in money to help
mama and she's willing to loo
the other way. - :

“It's just talk,” said Mr. Cri-
vens, the 42-year-old founder of
the Hyde Park -Neighborhood
Coalition, a group of schools,
churches, businesses and indi-
viduals trying to get to kids be-
fore drugs get to them.

High on the coalition’s agenda
is helping children develop
their dreams. “"What many of
these children simply need is ex-
posure. They haven'’t been any-
where or seen anything. They
really don’t know where their

Name of nominee:

- really in need.”

_ beds. Last December, she opened

aturing &r olisand peoplein the
tter.fof:others by:their voluntary efforts.
eature; please.fill out this coupon and

Old Path Homeless Sheler.

“1 was doing a lot of church
work, putting on programs that
weren't really useful. God let me
know these street people needed
me,” said Mrs. Moment, a 44-
year-old mother of six who de:.f
scribes her occupation for the~
last 15 years as simply “evange-
list."" i

The name of the South Mem- |
phis shelter came to her in the [
same revelation as the idea of
starting it.

“The Lord gave me that name
when 1 was sitting in church.
God told Jeremiah his people
had strayed away from his ways,
and for them to go back and seek
for the old path. It means going
back to-.the ways of the old
church, taking the old path to
salvation, helping the people

When Mrs. Moment's father
died, his bequest to her was a
profitable corner grocery store
on Sardis. Instead of taking over
the family business, in 1986 Mrs.
Moment turned the building
into a men’s dormitory with 10

a second shelter for 14 women
and children. Both shelters of-
fer temporary lodging.

Recently, she has added two
transitional homes to the Seek
for the Old Path network of
shelter. “If it seems like they’re
really trying to do something to
pull themselves out of poverty,
we let them stay there from
three to six months,” Mrs. Mo-
ment said.

Mrs. Moment's ministry
doesn't stop with putting a roof
over the heads of her flock.
Since the shelters are affiliated
with her church — Seek for the
Old Path Holiness Consecration
Church — she ministers to their
spiritual needs as well as feed-
ing and clothing them. She also
tries to connect them with jobs,
vocational training, counseling
and education’. No one is ever re-
fused because of financial hard-
ship, and residents share the
housekeeping chores,

Mrs. Moment estimates she
has fed and clothed over 350 peo-
ple with nowhere else to go.

“They're (the homeless) just
people who are really down and
out and need a helping hand td;
start over.” *

Staff Reporter Lela Garlington
contributed to this story.

His or her address:

Nomines's phone: home ()

Here's w.hat this person does to help others:

phone: {

.Photocopy-Preservaticn
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Floridia B. Jackson, 18, doe$ things the united
way. From policymaking to hands-on activities,
Miss Jackson, a freshman at LeMoyne-Owen Col-

.lege, is involved in the inner workings of United
. Way of Greater Memphis. She is

By Richard Gardner

seat safety check

%

to ride. I made a little over $2,000 and gave it to
them.” Miss Strub, a senior at Memphis State Uni-
versity, is vice president of programming for the
MSU Women’s Panhellenic Council. Although a
fund-raiser called the Greek Kidnapping Caper
was rained out, she still received donations of
$1,300, which was given to United Cerebral Palsy.
In addjtion, Miss Strub, daughter of Dick and Kitty
Strub; organized teams to cheer for the Special
Olympic teams.

unds.” He is the

Tonj Glover, 17, heeds the call for voluntéer ser-
Vice. “People just call. When they call, I'm just
there and ready to work,” she says. Her volunteer
activities have ranged from church and school

und-raisers to bingo for the el-
derly. The daughter of Lemont
and Dornetta Glover of White-
haven, she has helped with lei-
sure and recreation programs
for the residents of Allen

Brooke Nursing Home. She also

served as a volunteer at St. Au-
" gustine Catholic Church and

Memphis Catholic High School,

where she is a senior. “I believe

the more you help others ...
the more it will sama hanls ¢~

e M L O o 00® T

president of the United Way
Youth Advisory Board and
traveled to Washington to help
plan the Young Leaders Confer-
ence in Indianapolis last Au-
gust. A member of the board of
directors, Miss Jackson, daugh-
ter of Bettye and James Jack-
son, planned campaign kick-
offs. As president of the Red
Cross* Youth Council, she co-
ordinated a Halloween fund-
raiser and helped with a car
at a local car dealership. As a

Kids Karnival volunteer, she spent a day painting
kids’ faces at the zoo to make money for Le Bon-
heur Children’s Medical Center. Last year, she was
a volunteer for the “Make a Wish” Dream Factory.

David H. Holmes, 19, enjoys helping people who
are financially and physically unable to help
themselves. A sophomore at Memphis State Uni-
versity, Holmes received a full-tuition leadershtp

scholarship based on his high
school activities. “In high
school, I did things for the stu-
dent body,” he said. “That
scholarship opened a lot of
doors. It made me aware that to
be a part of the community, I
needed to do more. I found out
about helping Le Bonheur.
During Le Bonheur Children’s
Miracle Network Telethon, I
worked to raise money for chil-
dren who had hundreds of
thousands of dollars’ worth of

bills they could not pay. During the Germantown | .
Charity Horse Show, I'spent two nights selling pro- |
rams. Le Bonheurs a major recipient of those

son of Mr. and Mrs. Jerry H.

Holmes of Whitehaven. s

-
L)

Where volunteer work is concerned, Loretta
Hopper, 13, of Southhaven, doesn’t horse around.
This summer she spent six hours a day, six days a
week working with the handicapped. Every Satur-

day she helped handicapped
people ages 5-35 ride horses at
Carousel Faris. “I have horses
myself so I was familiar with
them. It takes two people to
help each person ride.” From
the people there, she said, “I

-learned about Camp Livitup at

the Jewish Community Cen-
ter.” Miss Hopper, daughter of
James and Ruth Hopper, spént
six hours a day during the
week helping = handicapped
children swim and play games.

“We did the Hokey Pokey and- played Duck Duck
Goose,” said the seventh-grader at Southern Bap-
+tist Educational Center.
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UMJUs ML AL LU alltud 1ale, stugy medicine and
“come back to Memtbhis and work at St. Jude Hos-
pital.”

Brandon Earnest, 14, of Bolivar, Tenn., volun-

teers with a personal touch. At the Nat T. Winston
Developmental Center in Bolivar, a facility for the
‘mentally retarded and other disabled people, Ear-
nest, a ninth-grader at Middle-
ton High School, works with
senior citizens in arts and
crafts, self-training, and envir-
onmental training — areas that
generally require one-on-one
assistance. In addition, he is ac-
tive in the Just Say No Club, 4-H
club and Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, where he received a merit
badge for working with the
handicapped. This' past sum-
mer Earnest spent two days a
week at the Hardeman County
Developmental Center working with elderly men-
tally retarded people. He is the son of Barbara Ba-
ker and Ray Earnest.

The past two years, Andy Turnage, 17, has volun- °
red to help United CeI)‘]ebral Pgal'sy with a pli?y
gram called Special Cargo. Turnage, who has a
horse of his own, says he helps handicapped kids
‘ learn to ride horses. The son of
Ann and Baxter Turnage, he
says the work “has taught me
patience. I've learned how to
deal with people better.” This
year Turnage, a senior at Mem-
phis University School, is start-
Ing a new project to take an
adult group of cerebral palsy
patients to the movies once a
week. Turnage also worked this
Summer at Camp Livitup,
where he formed a Special
o friendship with an 11-year-old
utistic boy. “I got pretty close. I worked with him.
Ve swam, Sang and I just tried to entertain him.”

\

7Ty v vea wisomaavow WO @ YULULLLEERT.
As an ambassador of Junior Achievement of
Greater Memphis Inc., he worked 25 hours a
month last year as an elementary classroom con-
sultant. He was trained to pre-
sent basic economic principles
to fifth- and sixth-graders in a
classroom: environment. Al-
though Davis received time

av&’ay from his normal school

assigned schoolwork and was
held accountable for any work
missed *‘while visiting elemen--
tary schools. He presented

formation on organization,
management, production
(mass-uhit), and marketing. As a consultant he di.
rected class discussions and involved the students
in class activities. Davis, who graduated from
Hamilton High School in May, is the son of Gloria
Harris and Amos Davis.

]

-

For Heather Keith, 18, free time is wasted time.
She would rather spend her spare hours working
with “Friends Against'Dystrophy,™where she has
volunteered the last three summers as a one-on-
one summer camp counselor,
working with children with
neuromuscular diseases. She
spends weekends throughout
the year working with the
Memphis Association of Retard-
ed Citizens (MARC). She has ap-,
plied to be a “sitter” for MARC.
She would go into the home and
stay with a retarded child so
the family can take some time
off. Miss Keith, a freshman at
Memphis State University, is
majoring in speéial education. -

_“I'want to work with people with different types of .
disabilities,” she said. “I enjoy this because I see - 7

these kids around their parents and they’re all shy
and quiet, but at camp they are so different. They '
really open up and be themselves. It’s great.” Miss
Keith, daughter of Beverly and Donald Keith, has |
made special friends with a 10-year-old'girl with
spina bifida. She takes her shopping, swimming :

and to the doctor. »
L 3

As a member of Students Against Drunk Driv-
ing, Heather Lee Keith, 17, of Atoka, Tenn,, coun-
sels friends on the destructiveness of drugs and al-
cohol. Although Miss Keith was forced to finish

her junior year at home be- ‘
cause of a chronic fatigue syn-
drome, she is now back at Mun-
-ford High School for her senior
year, where she works with a
class of handicapped children.
Asked what she enjoys most
about getting,back to school, .
she said, “I'ml back with ‘my
kids’ and they’re glad to see
me.” Although Miss Keith’s ill-;
ness slowed her down, she still
finds the time to care for her
: great-grandmother, who de-
pends on her to run errands and take her to the
doctor. She is also president of her Sunday school
class and youth group at Bethel Cumberland Pres-

byterian Church. Miss Keith is the daughter of

. Ron and Cheryl Bohatch.

classes, he had to complete all |

Business Basics material — in- |

. wa
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THE COMM]

| ~J4 special presentation focusing
: on young people
ho vol unteer — part of a continuing series of{;r-
cles profiling 1,000 people in the Mid-South who
; 11'ov1de volunteer service to others:

v
[

1 ;b;Peter Edmiston, 9, spent two days a week this.
summer at the Porter-Leath Children’s Center in
| North Memphis teaching other kids to read. His
asses usually included about 10 boys age 6-8. Pe-
i ter, the son of Peggy and Wil-
bur Edmiston, planned the ses-
sions on his own. “The first day
you have to learn what they
like and don’t like and how
they respond to ideas,” he said.
“I found that pop-up books got
their ‘attention.” Peter, a fifth-
grader at Briarcrest School,
captured the imagination of
the boys with books from his
own collection on the history
of flight, the weather, the uni-
verse and the story of the Stat-
“This was great for me. I learned

‘e of Liberty.
stuff and hopefully they did, too. I'm going to do
I this next year and I hope other kids will get the

| ‘message and start being volunteers.”

.. Michelle Alexander, 17, leads others into volun-
teer work and away from drugs. A freshman at
‘Howard University in Washington, she participat-
-ed in a leadership training program at East High
T School last year. “That really
started me into everything,”
said Miss Alexander, daughter
of Dr. James and Vera Alex-
ander of Memphis. “I got in-
volved in United Way and
things just snowballed from
there. My first year I participat-
ed in the student campaign,
selling love pins for a dime
apiece. We made $300.” Last
year, she was a campaign coor-
dinator for the city of Memphis,
Shusaket conducting seminars at the
<Board of Education to show other students what
\Unitéd Way does. “The most exciting thing I did
'was the World’s Largest Balloon Sculpture in the
lobby of The Peabody hotel. It was a fund-raiser
for the ‘Make a Wish’ Foundation.” Miss Alex-
ander also helped form the Memphis Youth
Network. “There were about 25 student leaders
“who 'decided we would do something for city

'|_school students. We put on a variety show with an
' |anti-drug theme. I was a co-host. Teenagers get

isuch bad pub. This was our way of showing that we
could be role models for ourselves.”

e

‘:",%ﬁ g4 treat when Suzanne Bennett, 18, volunteers
.10 help others. This year she was the president of
‘Interact, a youth service group of the Rotary Club.
She helped organize a Halloween party for under-
- $ privileged and abused children
who live at the Porter-Leath
Children’s Center. “I know I've
been given many things and
I'm very lucky,” said Miss Ben-
nett, daughter of David and Bea
Bennett. “It makes me feel good
to know that I can be the one to
help someone else out with the
things they need.” Miss Ben-

nett, a freshman at Loyola Uni-
L iaes ie Naur Nrleans haones

>
«

i {4

Her horse, B.J., gets some affection from Sally

This summer, Sally Strub, 22, hoped tq do some-
thing worthwhile before she graduated from col-
lege. “I've been teaching riding since I was 14,” she
said. “It looked like they weren’t going to'have
many horse shows this year. I teach a lot of kids
who don’t have the money to be in a horse show.
The big A shows are so competitive and expensive.9)
I decided to have one. I wanted to get back to thel®}
‘let’s have fun with a horse show’ idea. It tied in3Q
well with United Cerebral Palsy’s Special Cargo
program, where they teach handicapped children

Pencil in a volunteer success for Cristi Mari
Champlin, 19. While lieutenant governor of th
Key Clubs of Louisiana, Mississippi and West Ten
nessee, she conducted a Pencil and Paper Drive
for the Memphis Literacy,
Council. “We collected any-
thing we thought they could
use as supplies for teaching the
illiterate,” she says. “We had
bags and bags of pencils, paper,
pens, erasers and notebooks.”
Although free time is harder to
find in college, she was able to
help put together a Halloween
bash for Memphis area young-
sters at her dormitory at
Rhodes College, where she’s a
sophomore. In addition, she put
- imw ~itiman nram faor residents at the Hill-

[1ed wesg
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B is to start a clinic in East Ten-
essee in the mountains because medical care is
;poor there,” she said. Miss Bennett works with
.the Diocese of Memphis in a program called
SEARCH, which is a retreat program for “teen-
Ivagers done by teenagers.” She leads discussion
/[ Broups.
sl "
,i xf)p o0
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| #eSonya Bonds, 17, of South Memphis, has volun-
| ¢eered for kids’ sake. A senior at Memphis Catholic
| High School, where she plays clarinet in the band,
| 'she distributed promotional materials for WREG-
B i TV’s For Kids’ Sake community
‘ service program last year after
completing the Memphis Part-
ners job-training program. “I
like to deal with people one-on-
one and learn about them,” she
says of her volunteer service,
which includes work through
the school’s Community Con-
cerns program. She volunteers
at Genesis House, a transitional
residence for the homeless,
helping prepare lunch for the
L residents, among other tasks.
'|. The daughter of Mrs. Shirley Barnes and the late
'|*Sidney Barnes, she plans to attend Spelman Col-
'|lege in Atlanta, major in psychology and pursue a

-career as a counselor.
2o i

e coe
“ U Community service is just the ticket for Betsy
‘Carey, 12. She sold over $700 worth of tickets for
'|“T.es Passees Family Night at Libertyland. Les Pas-
~sees is a rehabilitation center for children who
i | g have cerebral palsy. “I like lit-
tle kids,” she says. “I like to sell
things. All the money we make
goes straight to the center.”
Miss Carey, a seventh-grader at
The Hutchison School, has al-
ready decided to attend Mill-
saps College in Mississippi. “I
would like fo be a nurse and
work with babies, or a veterin-
arian,” she says. She got a taste
of working with infants by vol-
unteering in the Second Pres-
Ty SR , byterian Church’s nursery.
{Next on her agenda is story hour at Le Bonheur
“Children’s Medical Center. Miss Carey is the
¢ daughter of Nancy and Alan Carey.

0. eoe
'[24 Ad'a volunteer, Donnie Chambliss, 17, is par for
' [shis.owti course. The son of Bud and Margie Mat-
i he is most proud of a charity
e organized. The proceeds pur-
chased more than $1,000 worth
of Bibles, which were sent to
Third = World countries.
“Whether it’s providing neces-
sities or just being there to lis-
ten, I feel like I should be there
for those who need help,” says
Chambliss, a freshman at Ole
Miss. “I've heard so much about
teen suicide and people going
through hard times. I never
thought what I would do if I
didn’t have the parents I have.”
% Chambliss says because of that
s'tried to form a prayer hotline for people with
“problems at his school.

Christmas Extravaganza for muscular dystrophy
patients. Miss Champlin, daughter of Brad and
Dianne Champlin, says she volunteered to be a
“Teacher’s Helper,” because teachers are “over-
worked and.underpaid and I want them to know
we care about them.” h

Wayne Chang, 16, is a volunteer for all seasons.
Chang, who became a volunteer at St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital as something fun to do
for the summer, recently finalized plans to contin-
ue working there during the
school year. “I made a lot of
friends of the patients,” said
Chang, an 11th-grader at Mem-
phis University School. “I just
like to see them happy. Itried to
find something for siblings of
the patients to do.” Chang, son
of Kun-sun and Hua-hua Chang,
of Germantown, worked as a
tour guide, at the front desk, in
the gift shop, in the play area
and in the patients’ library.

When it comes to community service, Donnell
Cobbins, 18, has cleaned‘up. Cobbins, a senior at
Memphis University School, is president of Beta
Beta Chi Brotherhood Association, a high school
community service organiza-
tion. In June, he organized a
fund-raiser to help the Dunna-
vant Street Neighborhood Pro-
ject gain a $30,000 grant from
the Department of Housing and
Urban Development to provide
money for a cleanup of the com-
munity. Cobbins also conduct-
ed a charity car wash to raise
money for St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital. He was in-
strumental in soliciting food
and toys for a little boy who
had been burned and a young girl who was crip-
pled in a car wreck. During the United Negro Col-
lege Fund'’s Telethon, he could be seen answering
phones. “It’s not just me,” said Cobbins, the son of
Shirley Peace Cobbins and Donnell Cobbins Sr.
“Our whole organization does the work. They all
deserve credit.”

As a volunteer, Julie Cromer, 18, knows her way
.around. Miss Cromer, a recent Germantown High
\School graduate and freshman at the University of
‘Qlabama, prides herself in helping new students

. get acquainted with classes and
school. “Germantown is such a
big place,” she said. “There are
so many people. I've volun-
teered about 120 hours this
summer to help new students
with class schedules, do light
computer work and filing. I
know so much about the com-
‘munity that I thought if I could
help others who are new it
would be beneficial to them,
and it helps me, too.” Last year,
Miss Cromer, daughter of Blll
and Luci Cromer, was chairman of “Operation
KidsKan,” which collected over 14,000 cans of food
for MIFA.
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“They're an inspiration t0 IDe.
shown me no matier what bap-
akways up the pieces.

 that that's what I'm doing.

s, families of Alzh

’ : Afml?ywsatthemnepan-

ment of Human Services, Agnes
Danielson says that she started volun-
teer work to avoid retirement activities
like playing bridge.
" For the past year and a balf, she's
been at St. Francis Hospital as & floor
hostess ic the OB-GYN unit, answering

* *f decided that when I retired I didn't
want 0 8it aronnd a card table
bridge,” said Ms. Danielsom, 67.
-ad to do

ers. And ] guessit's

Because of who he is and what he

was, serving the plight of the
homeless bas been & meverending
struggie for Edwin Wallin of East Mem-
iz “Did you know that in 1988 — of

“] became active in volunteer
work after college apd it's con-

eimer

ﬁnued-"sysnenieenanany.-xgcl
102 lot of meetiigs. There's something
every day.” Ms. ailaway, a retired jun-
ior high teacher, is involved in hen
church, St. Angustine, and the Mem-
phis Deanery of Catholic Women. For
more than S0 years she has worked with.
Zeta Phi Beta sorority as a national, re-
Memphis Urbam League, she's a former.
board ‘and works ou the Free-

m&hlsmmpormm

pie in the Mid-South who make life bet-

fores.

ter for others by their voluntary ef-

Al -



(pa)
MEMPHIS, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 1989 RN A

Band keeps on match
with volunteer’s help

T HE Commercial Appeal is featuring
a thousand people in the Mid-South
who make life better for others by their
voluntary efforts.

Today’s points of light:

Working with kids is something
Mary Bonds feels is important.
She also enjoys it.

When her son became involved in the:

Westwood High School band Ms, Bonds
offered her help. The Southwest Mem-
phis resident has helped the group
raise more than $1,200 and is secretary
of the band support club. i

“I get on the telephone and cali par-
ents, urging them to participate,” she
says. Ms. Bonds also makes weekly vis-
it% to the school to assist in any way pos-
sible.

“It’s been a lot of fun, but also a lot of
work. But the smile you get from a child
makes it all worthwhile,” she says.

% Being a quadriplegic who can't
talk does not stop Shorty Bram-
lett of Tiptonville, Tenn., from volun-
teer work.

Bramlett, considered the most catas-
trophically disabled of the Mid-South’s
-Paralyzed Veterans Association’s many
volunteers, writes letters daily to legis-
lators and civic leaders. Using a com-
puter and one finger where he has
some movement, he has improvised a
way to communicate. Bramlett has be-
come well known to the governor and

other state legislators for his work in

gettins laws passed to help the handi-
capped. ;

According to his son, Tommie, Bram-
lett, 69, was in an accident 27 years ago.
He decided he did not want to sit in his
wheelchair and die.

% When Jennie Dodson’s grand-
child was killed, she was too
grief-stricken to get out of the house.
Then “I read a book about volunteer
work,” the North Memphis resident re-
calls. “That got me out of the house.”

Since 1979 Mrs. Dodson has been in-
volved helping others. She has been a
volunteer with the Metropolitan Inter-
Faith Association’s Retired Senior Vol-
unteer Program, worked at a nursing
home and at a senior center teachin
creative poetry to stroke and handi.
capped patients. She helps them get
medicine, does laundry and cooks
meals for those unable to do it them-
selves. Now a Senior Companion volun-
teer, Mrs. Dodson looks after two home-
bound neighbors without families. In
addition, she's been a Juvenile Cotrt
probation officer six years.

% Rev. Joel Wiggs, 66, pastor of Sa-
cred Heart Catholic Church in

on the executiv

P
S~
~
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Humboldt, ‘I‘enr’x., and St. Matthew’s
Catholic Church in Milan, Tenn., has

ing

any people to look gftér. But that

doesn’t stop him from adding other du-
ties to his day. He's also 4 volunteer fire-
man and police chaplain in Humboldt.
With the West Tennessee Strawberry
Festival he asS$ists the band committee
and serves as '%:ana flddts parade mar-
shal. Father Wiggs also finds time tb be

g%‘oard of the West Ten-
nessee Council of Boy.Scouts,

“It’s an interesting life” he Rdmits. “I
decided when I became a Priés3 that I
wouldn’t sit up on a pedestal, Christ was
out in the marketplace, wasn't He? So
why shouldn’t I?’ .

\

% Polly Gordon of Satdis, Mis,
contributes to her community in

many ways. The 67-year-old retired .
school teacher is a two-term member of |

the North Panola School Board and are-

cently elected alderman-at-large for the
city. For more than 25 years she has

served as education chairman of the '

Sardis United Meth-
odist Church, co-
ordinating Sunday
School classes, Sun-
day evening pro-
grams, adult classes
and the Methodist
Youth Fellowship.
She is an assistant
den mother for Cub
] Scout Pack 180,
which she helped organize two years
ago. She i$ membership chairman for
the Panola Playhouse, city chairman
for the American Red Cross, a volun-
teer at North Panola Hospital and an ac-
tive member of the Women’s Club and
the American Legion Auxiliary. _
“I think as long as the Lord gives us

the physical means to do things, we .
should serve Him and the community |

in which we live,” she says.

; % Three years ago, Floyd Lynch of

Whitehaven decided to volun-

teer with the emergency services divi-

sion of the Shelby ounty Sheriff’s De-

partment, “because I wasn't doing
enough for my community.”

The 44-year-old owner of a ainting

company now volunteers a minimum of

16 hours a month, responding to acci-

dents, tornadoes and other emer en-

cies. He also mans first-aid stations dur-

ing Memphis in May activities, the
Memphis Triathlon' and other Shelby
County events. -

Lynch is also involved in his Neigh-
borhood Watch
closely with the South Precinct of the

Memphis Police Department to make

his neighborhood a safer place.

program, working.
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Shadows of need dispersed

under ‘lights’ of assistance

T HE Commercial Appeal is featuring
a thousand people in the Mid-South
who make life better for others by their
voluntary efforts. Today’s points of

light:
% Counseling prisoners is more
than a job for Carl Nelson, 33, the
chaplain at the Mark Luttrell Reception
Center, the state correctional facility in
East Shelby County. v
In his off hours, Nelson facilittes a
Support group for ex-offenders; which
he calls Inmates
Anonymous (it is
not affiliated with
Alcoholics Anony-
mous). “I'm trying to
get ex-offenders to
learn how to be re-
sponsible in society.
The goal is to help
them learn to deal
with loneliness,

alienation and stigma so they won't go

out and commit a crime or hurt Some-
body,” Nelson said.

His work with prison ministries be-
gan after the murder of his fiancee by
an ex-offender. “From that time, I de-
cided I was going to do something to try
to correct some of the dproblems in our
Society. I got involved in corrections

| and started studying inmates. I realized

there needed to be a Support program
on the outside.” Nelson, the father of
one, lives in the Westwood area.

% Johnny Mcllwain Jr., 42, of Dyer,
; Tenn., can get very theatrical
about being a volunteer. Thanks to the
veteran community theater actor-di-
80 on in several West
Tennessee towns.

“I like to see people smile,” says the
bachelor who recently started the Mas-
querade Theater for the Union City
Fine Arts Council. “When they do,1do.”

- He’s directing the first production,

Guys and Dolls, which will play the
Union City Civic Auditorium Aug. 24-26.
In 1980 he helped launch the Nite-Lite

' Theatre through the Trenton, Tenn.

Adult Basic Education program and in
1983 started an annual Fourth of July
festival, Dyer Station Celebration.
A state Department of Employment
i ] ;

. medication does, and it's real amazing

Security counselor, he has also helped
with the Northwegg Tennessee Econom-
ic Development C cil and youth em-
ployment and education counseling.
% Eudora, Miss., wouldn't be the

Same community without
George Brewer, 58. Not only has he
been known to come to the rescue of
frozen pi%es, he can be counted on for a
ride to the emergency room, and in
Some years, a share of
grows in his truck garden,

Brewer was instrumental in the for-
mation of a neighborhood watch group
for the Koko Reef subdivision.

. Brewer was in the service-station
business for more than 20 years, when a
blow from a piece of equipment dis-
abled him. It put him in a wheelchair
for several years, but he’s getting his
sea legs back. He and his wife, [ Opal,

- havessix children and seven grantchil-

dren. '

“I just try to help my neighbors and 1
don’t expect anything out of it,” Brewer
said. “I do what I can when I can. I just
love people and try to get along with all

my neighbors.”
% At 16, Jane Howerton has more
on-the-job training than many
people do after they've graduated from
college. For the second consecutive
summer, Jane is a youth volunteer in
the outpatient harmacy at the Mem-
phis Veterans Medical Center.

“I want to become a rharmacist," she
Says unequivocally, although she has
not started her junior year at Milling-
ton High School.

Jane was named 1988 Outstanding
Youth Volunteer at the VA for working
388 hoursin the pharmacy last summer.
She prepacks medication and works the
window, sometimes upwards of 25
hours a week. “I'm learning about what

that every drug does something differ-
ent,” Jane said. /

To suggest people for this feature,
Please write us with the nominee'’s
bhame, address, phone number and a
brief description of the nominee’s vol- |
unteer. work. Mail to: A Thousand
Points of Light, Thé Commercial Ap-
peal, Box 364, Memphis, Tenn. 38101.
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Volunteers
give back
)their best

By Lela Garlington

an, 42,
arrived in America
19 years ago from -
the Philippines with
almost nothing.

Now he’s trying to
give a little back to
his adopted country.
“The time you do
have, you do your
best,” he said. “There’s no (room) for -
imperfection.”

Ilagan, an accountant at Interna-
tional Paper, spends about 60 hours a
week volunteering his time to a host of
causes. Last month, he attended the an- -
nual conference of Volunteer — The
National Center in New Orleans where
he and 1,100 others heard first lady Bar-
bara Bush speak.

One day, he might be seeing terminal-
ly ill AIDS or cancer patients at the St.
Francis Hospice program, where he as-
sists them in sorting out legal matters
or drives to McDonald’s to buy them a
milkshake.

Earlier this year, Ilagan organized
the Explorer Scout Troop for high
school students who are interested in
business. He is currently one of the
troop’s leaders. He is also committee
chairman of the Boy Scouts German-
town Pack 64.

In addition, Ilagan put together a
men’s club at OQur Lady of Perpetual
Help church in Germantown.

Because of his work outside the of-
fice, International Paper nominated
him for Volunteer of the Year. In a
sense, volunteering is a family effort:

His wife, Olivia, volunteers her time
teaching Germantown Elementary stu-
dents how to use the computer. She’s
also involved with Memphis Symphony
and Dixon Gallery and Gardens and
serves as treasurer for the German-
town Middle School PTA.

Their son, Oliver, 16, helped start la-
crosse teams in Germantown and East
Memphis. Each weekend, Oliver volun-
teers at the Germantown Community
Hospital — Methodist East emergency
room.

llagan and his family transferred
here two years ago from Fairfield,
Conn,, after International Paper moved
its offices here from New York.

Occasionally, he said, people will ask,
“How come you don’t play golf or watch
the ballgame?”

He answers, “Idon’t have time for it. I
think what we're doing is better than

% Long before the phrase “neigh-
borhood watch” caught on, Wil-
liam H. Parish, 70, was promoting the
idea of neighbors keeping an eyé on
one another.

“We started that in the Wellington
Street and Shadowlawn area in 1967 and
'68, only we called them block clubs,”
Parish said.

Since his retirement from Firestone
Tire and RubbergCo., he says he’s been
active in the Black Merchants Associ-
ation, City Beautiful® the Center for
Neighborhoods, and the Boy Scouts.

He’s executive director and coordina-
tor of the Southwest Shelby County
Council of Civic Clubs. Civic clubs look
out for the welfare of the poor, handi-
capped and elderly in the neighbor-
hoods they represent, Parish said. Be-
ing executive director,ihe said, means
“I take their complaints and let them
cry on my shoulder.” Parish lives in
Midtown, and has three grown chil-
dren and four grandchildren.

_Lela Garlington is a reporter for The
Commercial Appeal. The Commercial
Appeal is featuring a thousand people
in the Mid-South who make life better
for others by their voluntary efforts. To
suggest people for this feature, please
write us with the nominee’s name, ad-
dress, phone number and a brief de-
Scription of the nominee’s volunteer

work. Mail to: A Thousand Points of |

Light, The Commercial Appeal, Box 364,
Memphis, Tenn. 38101.

playing golf.”
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Hickory Withe famity:

opens home to needy

T HE Commercial Appeal is featuring
a thousand people in the Mid-South
who make life better for others by their

the other is the all-volunteer United!
Way chapter in Weakley County he was,

ainstrumental in fquglng three Jears,

voluntary efforts. Today's points of, .ago

light:

5 P

% Charity does begin at home for

Nancy and Drew Ward, of Hick-
ory Withe, ;;‘enn. Sharing their house
with unwed
mothers, transients
and families in cri-
sis has long been a

practice for the
Wards and their six
children, four of

whom are still at
home.

“We have a very
big house and we're
able to share it,” she says of guests in
need whose stays have ranged from one
night to several months. “Since our
family is so big, too, to take in someone
else, well, they just kind of fit in.”

Nancy, 44, and Drew, 51, practiced
Southern hospitality even before mov-
ing here from New York, caring for and
visiting the disadvantaged.

“I don’t know where it originated,”
she says. “The two of us came together
and we just did it.”

She also volunteers about five hours
weekly visiting shut-ins through MI-
FA’s Coordinated Care and working in
the Fayette Care’s Good Samaritan
thrift shop.

% Lucille Scott, 72, of Southeast
Memphis, accepted a call for ac-
tion as volunteer. That call came from
Radio WDIA’s Call For Action commu-
nity service program in 1980, when she
retired as a Memphis City Schools spe-
cial education teacher.

A nonprofit organization that has

b “I. enjoy helping those less fortui;ate,'

and we try to watch out for the elderly!
especially,” says Mr. Patrick, who!
served as the United Way executive di-
rector for its first year. !
A former member of the Martin Sen-|
ior Citizens Advisory Committee, he!
continues his community service, don-
ating a great deal of his time to United'
Way and other charitable activities.

@ Frank Gattuso, 27, has new rea-
son for his interest in volunteer
service with youth-oriented projects.
He and his wife Jami are parents of a 9-
week-old daughter, Francesca. Gattuso
is vice president of the Italian-Ameri-
can charitable organization, UNICO
(Unity, Neighborliness, Integtrity, Char-
ity and Opportunity), whose motto “Ser-
vice Above Self” he takes as his own
guide in helping others. *
Administrator at Kirby Pines Manor
hursing home, he has served leader-
ship roles in fund-raising and scholar-

ship projects, among others. Volunteer:

ing five to 10 hours weekly, the Bartlett
resident works on UNICO community
service efforts, the Christian Brothers
College alumni board and Church of.
the Nativity religious education youth
program.

To suggest people for this feature,
please write us with the nominee's

name, address, phone number and a

brief description of the nominee’s vol-

unteer * work. Mail to: A Thousand -
Points of Light, The Commercial Ap- |

peal, Box 364, Memphis, Tenn. 38101.

been operating in Memphis for 18 —

years, the WDIA Call For Action has 36
volunteers Monday through Friday
who take calls from people of all ages.
Call For Action is headquartered in

~New York. The WDIA operation takes

calls from Mississippi, Arkansas and
Tennessee. Mrs. Scottsays they try to
help people with such problems as
housing, human services, utilities,
business, finance, homeowner prob-
lems, social security and legal prob-
lems.

“Of course the housing is the big
problem,” the program’s volunteer di.
rector says. “I really feel good about try-
ing to help someone in need.”

% Rev. Houston Patrick, 55, of Mar-

tin, Tenn., has two flocks. One is

Macedora Primitive Baptist Church,

where hy has been pastor for 23 years,
" .

—
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Caring makes
a difference
in many lives

By Jill Johnson Piper
Staff Reporter

While not as remarkable as the
miracle of the fish and the
loaves, the peanut-butter-and-
jelly sandwich ministry at St. Pa-
trick’s Catholic Church nour-
ishes thousands in need.

The sandwich ministry is just
one of St. Patrick’s programs for
the poor. Among those who ad-
minister them is Sister Noelita
McDermott, 57, a member of the
church staff and the Missionary
Sister's of the Society of Mary.

“We pass out peanut-butter-
and-jelly sandwiches at 10:30
and 4:30 every day to the home-
less,” said Sister Noelita. Resi-
dents of Plough Tower make and
package the sandwiches, about
50,000 in the course of a year.
“Some days, we give away four
loaves, some days, 15.”

Sister Noelita advocates for
the poor of South Memphis with
conviction. Last year, when the
Community Service Agency
(CSA) proposed.changes in the
state’s emergency utility assis-
tance program, Sister Noelita
went to the mat to keep poor
families cool during the drought
of 1988.

“I'was really upset about that,”
she recalled. “There are so many
young mothers and elderly who

don’t have money for utilitiés, so
I went to the open meeting. That
Sunday we signed petitions and

got them to Nashville on time
via Fed Ex. We kept the cooling
grant for the summer, although
I did get a letter from them
(CSA) that said it was the last
time.”

St. Patrick’s Church is located
on South Fourth, where a few
hundred yards away in either di-
rection are the Beale Street en-
tertainment district and pockets
of abject poverty.

“This chiirch is really the ad-
vocate of the people in the
neighborhood of South Mem-

his,” Sister Noelita said. “What

have found out is that the el-
derly who have relations are the
elderly who get the services, and
those without family do not get
the services, so St. Patrick’s ad-
vocates for them.”

Sister Noelita spem: over 20
years in the Fiji Islands, before
coming to Memphis in 1981. “In
our parish are over 30,000 people
below the poverty line. I realized
my work was among the very
poor, the very neglected, the
very abandobned. I just could not
imagine working with anyone
else.” KL

-
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: By Richard Gardner '

a4

Sister Noelita McDermott, 57, waits at the door of St. Patrick’s

Catholic Church, 277 South Fourth, for needy people to arrive for

free sandwiches.

Mother fights =

abuse of children

When it comes to children,
Lou Simpson of Paragould, Ark.,

| believes there's no such thing as

benign neglect.
“There are all types of abuse,

but I believe child neglect is the -
WOrst,” Sald: Mirs. Simpson, 29, Ithe Blind oftice that way, and 1

%)) '
who has recently established '

the Butterly Center for Missing
and Abused Children.

She runs the nonprofit center
out of her home, which she also

| sharing her ex

/Blindness no bar

to a complete life

A major metropolitan bus sys-
tem is difficult enough to figure
out with all five senses at ore’s
command. But it doesn’t intimi-

' date Mary Dettor of Whitehaven,

eveh though she is blind.
“Ialways go to the Alliance for

take it to go uptown,” she said.
Not only is she fearless about
what she’ll take on — she has
been snow skiing and would like
to try hot-air ballooning — but
she also feels strongly about
rience and

uses as a day care center. Mrs. | strength with others who are

Simpson acts as a third party
people reluctant to report child
abuse or neglect to authorities.

As the operator of a home day
care center, she is required by
law to report abuse. Even if she
weren'’t legally compelled to do
80, she’d be morally obliged to
speak out, she says.

“I can’t stand to see children

for'|

losing their sight.

Mrs. Dettor, 72, is credited
with starting the Alliance for
the Blind’s first peer counseling
group.- “The object was to give
them support in how things
could be done with loss of vi-
sion, and to demonstrate the
idea that you could still social-

abused,” Mrs. Simpson said. “I've
been baby-sitting for years, and I
have ke’Ft children who were
abused. That'’s the hardest thing
in the world to watch; it tears
your heart out.”

While she is not herself a vic-
tim of abuse, she i$ not afraid to
come between children and
abusers. Failure to report ne-
glect and abuse forces the prob-
lem underground, especially
when adults are reluctant to be-
come involved, she said. .-

“Everybody says, ‘1 don’t wan

to give them my name’ because |

they’re afraid they’ll be asked to
testify to the fact that they know
the situation is neglectful,” she
said. “It doesn’'t bother me to

ive my name. What bothers me
s seeing children allowed to
play in the street day and night.”

Mrs. Simpson also locates
emergency housing for children
in threatening situations, and

collects and distributes cloth-

ing. She’s also made her tele-
phone available as a 24-hour lis-

‘tening line.

8K to be beaten.”

“If someoné needs to call us!

and say, ‘I'm sick and tired of my
kids,” that’s what we're here for.
I've been waked up in the middle
of the night before, and it
doesn’t hurt me,” Mrs. Simpson
said. She and her husband, Dar-
rel, have one daughter.

. Since the center’s beginning'
in March, Mrs. Simpson

as for-
warded about 10 complaints
from others, and has turned in
several of her own reports of
abuse, one in which children

-were locked out of their house

in the rain. “Those children did
not ask to be born. They do not

ize,” Mrs. Dettor said.
Group philosophy focuses on
staying in the solution, not the
l,problem. In addition to picnics
{and Christmas parties, the sup-
| port gx‘oug has visited several
tactile exhibits, including Dr.
John Hughes' reproductions of
art works for the'visually im-
paired.

“Mary works with other blind
people to share her skills and to
ease them through the loss of vi-
sion,” said Greta Tyler, execu-

. tive director of the Alliance for
! the Blind.

“To be honest, it does seem to
make an impression on them
that I still could function,” Mrs,
| Dettor said. “I have a guard do

and can walk most places I nee

/ to go on a daily basis. I get my
own groceries; I just go often be:
cause I can’t take much home in
one arm. Once every couple of
- months I ask a friend to go with
, me for the heavy shopping.”
Mrgs. Dettor, who is married
. and the mother of one, is also ¢
| volunteer in the Mental Health
! Society’s Compeer calling pro
gram, a Supplement to theil
Compeer program. Mrs. Dettol
calls two elderly clients several
times a month, and. for at leas
one, it may be the only time he:
phone rings all week.

“Compeer calling is just tc
| keep in touch until they can fin¢
a permanent friend for them,’
she said.
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.and.one of: the Orpheums ‘fore-
“most-friends’ A

;P!
an inventory" of*‘Memphlsl his-*;;
tory ‘that might’ ‘have been*lost:
without commitment'like his. :
School groups -and ,’vacatio

v
1
)
§
H

/

church schools*have‘a‘standing 4
invitation :to Schwab’s store, i
where he has a:museum - depict-%
ing the mercannlewtrade when~’:"
Beale Street was 3 jyounger. -
“I-take them m:through ithe mu:
seum and try’to* tellithem what;
‘the different things'are.and How'#
‘they were used; They. stuay his-
tory easily thls*ﬁway;;
“Most . children*have:
what a wagon lo6ksil
Schwab befriended" “'the Or-"
Pheum about. 11'years:ago, when':
he joined thei- ‘preservationi:
group Friends-of:the Orpheum’
During the $5 million renova
tion in 1983, Schweb:was part of -
the team pamtl_ng.\cleamng‘and‘
Th urtain’’

“I was there the ‘night it
opened up,‘and Ive; begn there
‘SChwa

‘theater; 'g oers:and’
‘motions them to the audltonum
‘But'there’s'moreto-the job than
<stuff1ng ticket: fit;l:bs in:a;

tion > have:to:be kind
scool-thinking’to:do that': Aryo
keep everybody. satisfied. Ma be
you can, maybe you'can’t. I work
the door “and see'thatthe otheljs
are at their: ‘post:too,? hesaid.

On the final: Sunda of & show
like Cats, the Fnends of the Or-
pheum host a ‘brunch ifor ithe
cast between performances;“We
get to.eat with the-actors, The
only catch is you have 10" brmg
enough food for 18 people.” ..

For Les Mzserables :Schwab
worked every performance .ex-
cept the weekday matinees, and
he’s not complaining. “I mjss
very few. Up at the Orpheum, I'm
not 65, I'm 20.”



Oi1ganizei1s pave vay
for volunteers’ work

Leaders match people with projects

By Lela Garlington
Staff Reporter

Service to others comes'in in-
‘dividual efforts, but often peo-
ple work together as volunteers.

The 10 people featured in this
story are part of The Commer-
cial Appeal’s.search.for a thou-
sand people in the Mid-South
who make life better for others
by their volunteer efforts. The
focus today is on individuals
who make it possible for volun-
teers to work together. They are
leaders, organizers and fund-
raisers.

Some are high-profile people;
you may be familiar with their
names. Others are not. But they
have two things in. common:

They volunteer and they help

make it possible for others to
volunteer. ‘

you’re not, don’t start.”

Mrs. Lovett presides over the
City-Wide Residence Council,
which represents the 23 public
housing projects in Memphis.
She is also president of the
Fowler Homes Residence Associ-
ation. !

“What really motivates me is a

desire to.help other poopézand [ 3%
-

desire to help myself,” said.

Mrs. Lovett knows firsthand
the personal struggle toimprove
oneself, She gave birth to her

Please see LIGHT Paana AR

st child at age 14 and married
EMe°15. At 43, she acquired her

“NGw, at 51, she’s training to be-
Agome MHA’s first resident man-
gger of a public housing devel-

d, she has six grown chil-
1en, 14 grandchildren and two
t-grandchildren.

#=The volunteers she organizes
metimes fail to show up, but
MrS. Lovett gives out before she
«gives up. She discontinued a
"truancy program in January be-
: tause of a lack of participation
» from MHA residents.

!> “People in public housing
» don’t really have a lot of motiva-
! tion. They've been downtrodden
' bythe system and they also don’t
: trust people. I try to tell them
¢ they can do anything.”

+, When some of the children
! who've “made it out” of the pro-
' jects come back to say thanks
. and hug her neck, Mrs. Lovett
. said, “It makes me feel good. It

. to help somebodyv else.”

R school diploma. At 49, she
earned her associate degree..

‘Sspment. Separated from her hus-

« makes me want to keep on trying

A family affair o)
for WKNO-TV

While WKNO-TV Channel 10
has a staff coordinator for the
station’s annual Action Auction,
Sisty Phillips is the volunteer
chairman of the event.

The volun-
teers range
from those
who answer te-
lephones, * to
children who
are the bid
runners, to the

it donate: goods
M and ones who
pick up the
merchandise.
“Ill be the
general overseer of various com-
mittees. I've helped solicit, take|

Phillips

MHA residents

have a friend

Alma Lovett leads the pack
when it comes to issues concern-
ing Memphis Housing Authority
residents. When Mrs. Lovett saw
the need for a day care center,
she organized one.

Mothers who can prove they
are either attending classes or

|.holding a job can leave their

children — free-of charge — in
the renovated Porter Gym. To
the 100 or so children at the Ca-
sual Care Center, Mrs. Lovett is
‘Grandmama.’

Her work with children start-
ed in the early 1970s, when she
coordinated dances and cook-
outs for the Fowler Homes
Youth Club. The money raised
there treated the children to an
annual trip to Opryland in Nash-
ville or to Six Flags in St. Louis
or Atlanta.

And while a former head offi-
cial of MHA used to walk
through the housing projects
with a bulletproof vest, Mrs. Lo-
vett doesn’t fear for her safety —
even when she talks to suspect-
ed drug dealers. “They know I'm
not going to snitch. But I tell
them, ‘If you are doing it, stop. If

Alma Lovett shares a book with children at Fowler Homes on
South Fourth, where she is president of the residence associ-
ation.

in, pick up and write thank-you
notes,” she said.

people who '

Mrs. Phillips is married and a |
homemaker, and she and her '

husband, Julian, have four chil-
dren ranging in age from 6 to 14.

Her family has a long history
of involvement with WKNO. Her
husband’s grandfather was one
of the founders and her mother-
in-law is currently on the board.



leach a man
how to fish

sy

Volunteer service is a reli-
gious experience for Dorothy B.
Stewart.

Mrs. Stewart,
46, is a civilian
employee who
serves as secre-
tary to the di-
rector of sup-
ply operations

for the De-
fense Indus-
trial Plant
Equipment
Dorothy antelx" at” De-
Stewart fense  Depot
Memphis.

She also works as a volunteer
lay therapist with The Exchange
Club Child Abuse Prevention
Center.

“I personally think this is
what the Lord wants me to do,”
she said. “It's a burden placed on
me as a Christian. Too many peo-
ple refuse to look back over
their shoulder to see where they
came from, to see if they could
be of help to someone.”

As a volunteer therapist, she
goes into the homes where the
potential for abuse exists.

“We provide positive learning
skills, good housekeeping skills,
nutrition skills, parenting skills,
budgeting and financial plan-
ning skills. We also make our-
selves available to talk through
problems with the families to
help them work things out,” she
said.

Mrs. Stewart has worked with

. the therapy program since 1987,
and she said she volunteered

" with church groups and the Sal-
vation Army in Atlanta before
moving to Memphis in 198S.

“These families that we work
with can become good citizens if
someone goes in there and
works with them. All they need
are good role models and exam-

les.

P “My philosophy is this: Don’t
give someone some fish; take
them fishing. Show them how to
catch, clean and cook the fish
and pretty soon they'll be doing |
it on their own, for themselves;”

“But anything I do,” she said,
“I do out of love for the Lord.
That's what motivates me,”

2 W%,

Keeping kids fit
and drug-free

Marine Corp. S. Sgt. James
Witherspoon turned his phys-
ical talents into a. strength-for-
youths program. ,

- - An air traffic!

i controller in-
| structor at the
Memphis Na-
1 val Air Station
at  Millington, -
| he was one of
i the first volun-
i teers  at the
gZSFeE to join
= ; an
James acronym = for
Witherspoon  Schools  with
Active Fitness Education.

The program emphasizes phys-
ical fitness, nutrition and im-
- proved life-styles for childrén in |
elementary and junior high
schools. It has a strong anti-drug
message.

Witherspoon, 30, is a member
of the Navy Millington softball

¢ team in the tough Memphis “A”
\ league this summer, and he
. maintains a stringent personal
¢ routine of fitness drills, includ- .
i ing body building. . :
© “It's just like we tell the kids in
_ the SAFE program,” he said. °
¢ “You only have one body. What
- youdo with itand what you do to
» 1t is going to be with you the rest
o ofyour life.”
- In addition to the SAFE pro--
. gram, he servésas aleaderin the .
avy Millington Officials Asso-
ciation and has been a volunteer
career-day speaker at several
schools in Shelby County.

He is also vice president of the
choir and assistant Sunday
school superintendent at Taber-
nacle Missionary Baptist
Church in Sherwood Forest, east
of Millington.

“It’s important to me to check
myself out when I'm telling the
kids what they should be do ng,” :
he said. “It forces you to take a -
hard 10ok at yourself to see if
you're measuring up to what
you're saying.

“I volunteer because I think
it's important to try to do some-
thing with your life. I grew up
on military bases and an awful
lotof lpeople helped me along the
way. I would like to think I can

return some of that,” he said.

‘
s

T

for

' "A role model

‘It you can be

there, be there’

Volunteer service with the
American Red Cross chapter at
Eaker Air Force Base in Blythe-
ville, Ark.,isa mom-and-pop pro- .

W39

sition for Karen and T. Sgt..
ill Mathis. ; !
S8 o Mathis, 33, a
career  Air

Force police-

man with more
than 14 years
in service, said
he began talk-
ing with Red
Cross  volun-
teers anH_got
. involved with
Bill the cardiopul-
Mathis monary resus-
citation (CPR) and First Aid-
training programs.
. “I became an instructor, and
now I'm an instructor-trainer,”
he said. In that capacity, he is re-
sponsible for 24 instructors, and
for setting up classes and train-
ing v{;rograms.
' “When I began, we were train-
ing about 200 people a year. Last .
year we trained almost 900 ...
and we're still growing,” he said.
It's a family operation.
31, does the paperwork to keep
up with the training programs
and the trainers. : © - .
" She said she likes the work be- |
"cause she tias beeti atile to meets”
7lot of people. = i i nid :
' Bill, who still teaches,on occa-
sion, said he enjoys th feeling |
* of satisfaction from getting peo-

o

i ple trained. “It’s good to know

that if you ever got in trouble,
there would be people arofind
who have been trained to Help.”
Both Karen and Bill grew up
in Lonoke, Ark., about 40 miles
east of Little Rock. “It was a way
of life for us that you didn’t turn
your back on responsibility,”
said Bill. “If you can be there, be *
there. That's the way .I wds
brought up.
“I don't think you become a
volunteer looking for any kind
. of reward or special benefit. L
think you do it because it needs:
' to be done and because you want
‘ the feeling of accomplishment, |
-Fof meeting a particular chal-
; lenge. If it helps someone along
the way, that’s icing on the
, cake,” he said. | ek

¢ { - i3 ) s - i Or.
oined the United Services
jgatiiz‘at'ibn's Big Sister program,

young girls

% 2 A

Ens. Cassondra Preer volunteers at Memphis Naval Air Station
at Millington, where she leads the Spouse Support Group, and in
the community, where she is a Brownie Scout leader.

Ensign Cassondra Preer, 23, ,
volunteers for community Sgr-
vice work as re?dily astshe does

ilitary assignments.
fo;g; MeriphisgNaval Air Sta-
tion at Millington was her first
“real-world” assignment when
. she graduated from the US. Na-
| val Xcademy at Annapolis, Md.,
“"in June 1988.
hlShe volunteered for the as-
signment as;a manpower man-
agement officér for the Naval
Air Technical Training Center.
‘And then she volunteered again. -
again. )
Aril\dt }%mington, Ensign Preer
also serves as the coordinator of
the Spouse .Support Group for
the technical training center,
working with the spouses of stu-

dents in the different aviation ,

schools at the Navy base.
The = organization

spouses the ins and outs of Navy

life, provides guided tours of the

oviding companionship and
‘fgadershigp'to young girls in dif-
ilt ¢ircumstances. :
'ﬂ-c“‘i}ly role model was my mom,
she said softly. “She was alwa;lws
involved with young peop eI
when 1 was growtilng up, and
it up from her. ‘
pi(E::l;esd n P;r)eer did not stop with
organizational efforts. Through
the vUSO program, she began
workifig with the Saturday Sis-
ters program at DeNeuville
Heights School for Girls in
Frayser — a school for girls who
have been victims of rape, incest
jken homes.
br’IPhrg kprog'ram asks its volun-
teers to work one Saturday each
month with one of the girls, to
jve the students a positive in-
uence in their lives.

teaches

different facilities on base and"

.helps with questions ranging
froxtx): welfare facilities to baby-
gitting services.

Shegserves as a Brownie Scout
leader in Millington with a
small troop of girls, and she
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Helping hands spread glow across the Mid-South

Mack Jester, 67, of
East Memphis, will
volunteer for a song.
He bought a used pi-
ano 20 years ago,
with the help of
neighbors mastered
chords, then
learned old pop
tunes. About 10
years ago was asked to perform on a
program at Lindenwood Christian
Church; since then, his show has gone
on once or twice a week as singalongs at

| senior citizen and care homes. His re-

pertoire includes such standards as
When Irish Eyes Are Smiling, Good
Night Irene and Ain’t She Sweet. Among
the places he has played are Bright

Glade Convalescent Center, Luther .

Towers, Acension Towers and Rest-

| haven.. He says. he has slowed down

some since retiring in 1988 as Harding
Academy’s director of housekeeping.
Jester, who will celebrate his 46th wed-
ding anniversary with his wife Doris
on July 23, says he volunteers to enter-
tain because “so many ple need
something to kind of jolly them up{ \

% Barbara and Dick Vandemarll,
of Midtown, like to give somey
thing back to their hometown. Since)

the late 1960s they've been activists for |
their own neighborhoods and for oth- |
ers in the city. “Barbara and I both be- \weekly in volunteer work. “It doesn't

ake any difference where you live.”
\resident of VanLyn Inc., a material

lieve in helping people,” he says, esti-
mating they each spend 20-30 hours

A Thousand Points of Light

The Commercial Appeal is featuring a thousand people in the
Mid-South who make life better for others by their voluntary.efforts.
To suggest people for this feature, please fill out this coupon and
sendt to: A Thousand Points of Light '
The Commercial Appeal
Box 364
Memphis, TN 38101
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handling systems company, he is chair-
man of the Midtown Council of Neigh-
borhoods, on the Center for Neighbor-

hood's advisory board and taught
Neighborhood Watch seminars for two
years. Barbara, a Memphis Light, Gas &
Water Division employee, is vice presi-
dent of the Central Gardens Neighbor-
hood Association and a volunteer at the
Memphis Humane Society thrift store.
Founding members of the Cooper-
Young Neighborhood Association, both
have volunteered their gerxiceg for
neighborhood groups in* North jand
South Memphis. ot idhen -

Revis Casper, ‘of 4 Pt;ra'éould.

% Ark., is adriving-force forsvolune. .

teerism at age 71. “I'd hate to quit and
justsitdown. [ want to keep going,” says
the retired educator who has taught
safe driving in northeast Arkagsas to
people from ages SO to 86 through the
S5-ALIVE program. Casper’s education
career ranged from teaching in a one-
room schoolhouse to serving the state
Department of Education in counseling
for the handicapped. Since his retire-
ment in 1979, he also has volunteered as
a teacher at a school for the handi-
capped in Portia, Ark., as a tutor at the
Paragould Children’s Home, and, atone
time, traveled three or four days a week
as a volunteer for retiree organizations.
- ‘. ’

Margaret Brownlee, 44, a nurse

] with-the Fayette County Health
Department in Somerville, is a late
bloomer. She didn’t start nursing
school until she was 35 and when she
became a nurse in 1982 it was 20 years

after she had graduated from highi
school. Since then, the resident of thej
Piperton community, near Collierville
has engaged in enough volunteer ser4
vice for a second career. “I'm happier]
when I'm busier,” she says of the 2

hours a week she spends as MIFA’

Fayette County volunteer coordinato

for Coordinated Care, a director of th

emergency-relief -organization Fayett

Cares, and in Piperton United Method4
ist Church activities.

Sara Dixon, of East Memphis,
v says when she was a Humes Jun4
“ibr-digh School English teacher, "I wa
guiding students with their problem:
as well as teaching them.” After retir
ment in 1980, she put her concern fo
troubled téenagers to work throug
her sorority, Phi Beta, helpin
launch the Stork’s Nest for Unwe
Mothers at LaRose Elementary Schoo
The charity collects and distribute:
toys and clothing for clients. “My mot
er and dad brought me up to have
good deed to do every day,” the gran
mother of two says of her voluntee
work. In addition to service for the si
rority, Mt. Pisgah CME Church and thé
annual Baby Triathlon for the March o
Dimes, she helps other senior citize
friends and neighbors.

The Commercial Appeal is featuring &
thousand people in the Mid-South wh{
make life better for others by their vol
untary efforts.
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T HE Commercial Appeal is featuring
a thousand people in the Mid-South
who make life better for others by their
voluntary efforts:
Today’s points of light:
% Margaret Laxson, 59, of Pine
Bluff, Ark., a teacher for 20 years*

away from school. A disabling stroke
ended her career as an elementary
school teacher in
Fayetteville in 1976,
but it couldn't keep
her out of the class-
room. She joined the
Volunteers in Public
Schools  program,
teaching reading
and arithmetic. In
spite of a series of
strokes and mini-
strokesin the early 1980s, she continues
to do volunteer teaching two days a
week and assist in another school pro-
gram, helping make puzzles for stu-
dents.

“I just enjoy working at the school,”
she says, “and even though I don't get
paid for it, I get a lot of comfort from it.”

Arecent auto accident has slowed her

classroom in September.
% Doyle Moore, 74, of Dyersburg,
Tenn., spends six to eight hoursa
week cheering up nursing home and
hospital patients. And when the former
textile worker tells them to keep their
faith, he offers a convincing argument.
Moore was twice declared dead after
being shocked in an accident while
working on powerline installation
when he was in his 20s. A member of
the First Assembly of God of Dyersburg
for 51 years, he credits his recovery to

hasn’t let health problems keep het ., '

down, but she expects to returP to the -

Volunteé;r efforts have
wide-ranging scope .

cal exhibit, “Saddlebags to Science: A
Century of Health Care 1830-1930,” at
the Memphis Pink Palace Museum.
“It's a permanent exhibit, but we're
still acquiring artifacts because some-
day it may be enlarged to represent 150
or 200 years of medicine,” she said.
Mrs. Satterfield is also vice presjdent
of the Women’s Exchange and presi-
dent-elect. On her East Memphis block,
she is known to collect news apers and
feed pets for vacationing ne ghbors.

=

Even though it has been 25 years
since he was 16, Doug Lamb, 41;

remembers what it was like to be that |

age.
“Having been young once myself, I re-
member very special adults who gave
special time to me, and I think I owe
that to somebody out there,” said Lamb,
a youth counselor at Germantown Unit-
ed Methodist Church.
. The Methodist Youth Fellowship
meets for dinner every Sunday night,
when it discusses issues important to
teenagers, such as sex, drugs, suicide,
relationships and rock and roll. Lamb
is also involved with Habitat for Hu-
manity, an ecumenical effort to provide
low-cost housing, and he coaches bas-

“ketball for boys in the Germantown

Youth Leagues.

Lamb, general manager of the Paul
Revere Insurance Companies broker-
age office, lives in Germantown with
his wife, Mary, and two daughters.

To suggest people for this feature,
please write us with the nominee’s
name, address, telephone number and a
brief description of the nominee’s vol-
unteer work. Mail to: A Thousand
Points of Light, The Commercial Ap-
peal, Box 364, Memphis, Tenn. 38101.

prayer.

“God healed me, brought me back,”
he says, “and gave me a chance to wit-
ness and prove He is a God of healing.”

Calling himself a Good Samaritan, he
has since made lay ministry for hospi-
tal patients and the elderly his obliga-
tion.

“You have to challenge your old age,”
he says. “If you don’t, you get old fast.”
% Judging a book by its cover

comes naturally to Rita Satter-
. field after 12 years of practice. Mrs. Sat-
terfield, 68, is one of several volunteers
responsible for sorting, culling and
pricing the books donated to the semi-
annual Friends of the Library book
sales.
As ‘acquisitions chairman of the

Health Scierce Mus Foundation;
e‘\'\;}@d loca ifacts for the medi-

e, PO
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HE Commercial Appeal is featuring
a thousand people in the Mid-South
who make life;better for others by their
voluntary efforts. :
Today’s points of light.

% At an age when some girls are
feeding dolls, Amanda Ballard, 9,

helps feed the needy. The daughter of
Stan and Pam Ballard of Raleigh, Aman-
da started going door-to-door in her
neighborhood last year collecting
canned goods for the Memphis Food
Bank. “I saw a commercial on TV and I
wondered if I could help,” she explains.
She helped by collecting a total of 103
items for the food bank. This year she
had set a goal of dou-
bling last year’s
mark but stopged
short at 185. “She
‘was disappointed,
+but’' I thought 185
items was great,”
Amanda’s mom says.
Amanda also don-
ates food to Food for y
Families Day at her local fire station.
She says it makes her feel “happy” to
know she is feeding tlose in need, but
she knows still that “more people
should help.” g
When Gwen Vescovo’s two-
month-old son died of bacterial
menipgitis in 1975, there was no- sup-

port group in Memphis to help her
through the tragedy. Six years later,
her baby daughter died of a heart and
lung defect and the Midtown school-
teacher knew she had to find help. Mrs.
Vescovo joined a support group called
Parents Experiencing Parental Death
(PEPD), which helps parents cope with
miscarriages, stillbirths and . infant
deaths. “It’s a place to vent your feel-
ings,” she says. “And you don'’t feel iso-
lated.” Now, the avid reader and moth-
er of two acts as a facilitator for the
group. Mrs. Vescovo, 40, says parents of-
ten experience pain with the birthdays
of their deceased children, but talking
with couples who have similiar exper-
iences can be therapeutic. She conduets
workshops and makes hospital visits,
admitting that her work is emotionally
draining, but she is satisfied in know-
ing that she is helping parents like her-
self. "

Alice Broderick, 49, of East Mem-

phis, is helping to make a differ-
ence in inmates’ lives. A former
teacher, she coordinates and trains a

group of volunteers that teach an eight-’

week class called Decisions at the Shel-
by County Correctional Center. Ms.
Broderick and 10 to 12 volunteers work
with men and women who have-eom-
mitted a variety of offenses, teachig
them to plan deciSions before acting
upon them. “Weye teaching them you

better think before you act because
you’re going to be responsible for your
actions,” she says. The class is taught
year-round and training sessions are
held once a year for volunteers who are
recruited through churches, communi-
ty service organizations, and other
channels. The program operates under
the sponsorship of the Catholic Diocese
of Memphis. “It’s the most rewarding
thing I've ever done.” Ms. Broderick
also conducts workshops with young
adults in a job training program for
Youth Service of Memphis.

% Sherry Pollock of East Memphis
spends four nights a week and

some Saturdays helping families in
drug and alcohol crises. “I'm dedicated
to the cause because I have two chemi-
cally dependent children,” she says. A
member of Christ the King Lutheran
Church, Mrs. Pollock started and now
facilitates Tough Love Groups, teach-
ing parents to show,_consistency in
their rules and to detach from their
youngsters so that they will become
more responsible. Mrs. Pollock also

" works with AL-ANON, a group for the

families of alcoholics and addicts, AL-
A a group for teenagers of alcoho-
lics™nd AL-ATOT, a group for children,
ages 12 and under, of alcoholics. Meth-
odist Outreach provides a facility for
these support groups to meet. “Alcohol
and chemical dependency is a family

old respond to others’ needs

disease. The entire family is affected by
it and the entire family ne€ds to seek
help. If I can help one family learn-how
to communicate and love again, then
it'’s well worth it to me,"iays Mrs. Pol-

wy

% Community service keeps Maidie
L. Holcomb, 74, on the go. “I just
about belong to everything in the com-
munity,” she says of life in Sardis, Miss.,
after retirement 15 years ago from
Memphis, where she had been a credit
manager. “I just love people.” The
South Panola Hospital Auxiliary, Young

- at Heart Seniors Club, home demonstra-
tion Inspiration Club and Coles Point
Volunteer Fire Department Auxiliary
rare among the organizatjons to which
she contributes time.‘?

from helping fire départment fund-

.<Tajsers to hospitals®lood drives. A

grandmother of 12 and great-grand-
mother.of two, she also serves on Faith
.Baptist Church’s annual mission pro-
jects in other states, teaching Bible
clubs and classes, and is a Sunday
school teacher and officer at the
church. {

To suggest people for this feature,
please write us with the nominee’s
name, ‘address, phone number and a
brief description of the nominee’s vol-
unteer wi Mail to: A Thousand
Points of Light, The Commercial Ap-
peal, Box 364, Memphis, Tenn. 38101.
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By Jill Johnson Piper

Growing up on a
farm with 12 sib-
lings and six cou-
sins, §ou learn to be
your brother's kagp-
er. Lan
Paul Bolden, ‘36,
has taken the teach-
ings of his Green-
wood, Miss., child-
hood into adulthood. Strictly speaking,
his job at Memphis Light, Gas & Water
Division is to coordinate funds for Pro-
ject MAX, a program that helps senior
citizens and needy families improve
and stay in their homes. But with Bol-
den, it's difficult to say where the job
ends and the volunteer commitment
begins.

ot only does he do the paperwork
and get the
necessary per-
mits and
checks signed,
he recruits
contractors
and electri-
cians to donate
labor and ma-
terials. On his
own time, he's
out in the field
with them, in-
stalling insula-
tion, and re-

walls, ceilings, . Bolden

and rooﬁnf.

Since 1984, Bolden has been instrumen-
tal in the repair of more than 300
homes. ,

He got hooked on helping tEeople
when he became involved with one
woman's dilemma. “I went out to a
lady’s house who had a rotten tree in
‘the back yard, and it was getting ready
to fall on her home. No organization
would come and cut that tree and do
anythh_il%l to allow her to stay in her
home. That's when I started a program
for senior citizens to stop them from

homes due to circumstances beyond
their means,” Bolden said.

About 75 volunteers work on the
homes eligible for Project MAX. While
they're working on a house, they try to
get the neighbors involved and train
them to weatherize their own homes.

Bolden is also involved in MIFA's City
Slickers' program, a summer employ-
ment program for disadvantaged
youths. Bolden matches his contractor
friends with apprentices eager to learn
atrade. :

_Bolden and his wife have three chil-
dren and live near the airport. A mem-
ber of Apostolic Deliverance Temple,
he's also put together a youth club for
70 boys and girls between 5 and 17.

Recipients of volunteer assistance
through Project MAX often express
their gratitude to Bolden and his re-
‘cruits. “But that's not what you do it
for, so someone will tell you thank
youa" he said. “You just do it to do some
‘good.”

Other points of light in thé Mid-
South:

% Volunteer =~ Barbara Tereba

aks out against abortion, as a
counselor ready to talk to any scared
regnant girl contemplating abortion.

years at Birthright of Memphis, an anti-
abortion counseling agency for women
with an unplanned pregr ancy. Mrs.

Tereba helps with fund-raisers and spe-

A maximum effort to help
elderly, needy keep

~ coffee once a month. In addition to

4 class turn a small C mas party into
- A 7@ program te serve mgdm&nod by
pairing floors, o " the Spares 'anmlrs class at First Unit-

having to migrate to city and county f

‘know if a child feels as good as I do

he has been a volunteer for seven

mes

cial projects, but she maih1§$rves as a
telephone counselor. “I'm interested in
{Jreventing unnecessary abortions, and

t's nice for people to have someone to
talk 10,” she says. A Raleigh resident,
Mrs. Tereba has four children. She has
also been a local Girl Scout leader for
six years and is assistant to the director
of elementary religious education at
Church of the'Ascension.

g At age 80, Gertrude Prdue st
volunteers to remain close to an
old cause. A deputy representative for
the Veterans Administration Volunteer
Services, she has been actively volun-
teering for the Memphis Veterans Med-
ical Center since 1962. “In 1962, when
my husband and I came to Memphis, I
began assisting in programs at the Vet-
erans Administration Hospital. I am
very close to the needs of the Veterans
Administration Hospital,” she says. She
arranges entertainment for the pa-
tients, assists in securing programs for
them and helps deliver doughnuts and

these duties, she has been a member of
the East Memphis Quota Club, raising
money for the speech and hearing im-
gired. And she served on the United
rvice Organization Council and is a
member of Church Women United.

h Eva Waldrup of Heber Springs,
Ark,, is a volunteer service class
act. A mother of four, the 49-year-old
housewife helped her Sunday school

ed Methodist Church 17 years ago, the
effort spawned an annual Christmas
gift party, a shoe bank and a summer
camp for the needy. “From that one lit-
tle good deed has developed many good
deeds," says Mrs. Waldrup, whose back-
ground also includes teaching, social
work and volunteer service in Missis-
sippi. Now achurch lproject, the holiday
activity provides gifts for more than 90
children, and the shoe bank operates
year-round. Serving 10- to 12-year-olds,
the kids camp is operated by Sunday
school. class members who take off
work. The camp bears her name but,
sa{s Mrs. Waldrup, “That’s kind of a
joke. I'm nobody special. I haven’t done
great things.” =

Leo Brown of South Memphis is

helping to turn lives around. For
the past three years Brown, 45, has vol-
unteered with the all-volunteer Auxi-!
lary Probation Service at Juvenile.
Court and now serves as the division i
chief and training instructor. Brown, '
who is a campus police officer at State -
Technical Ihstitute, supervises chil-
dren, assigns cases to probation Loffi-
cers, trains new officers and deals with
whatever problems that arise. “I don't

when I help them,” he says. Helping
children is his way of “giving some-
thing back,” he explains, because he:
feels “blessed to have raised five chil-
dren and to not have any real problems
with them. . . . Just knowing you have
turned a life around — it's extraordi-
nary!”

Jill Johnson Piper is a reporter for
The Commercial Appeal. The Commer-
cial Appeal is featuring a thousand peo-
ple in the Mid-South who make life bet-
ter for others by their voluntary ef-
forts. To people for this feature,
please te us with the nominee’s
name, ad phone number and a
brief description of the nominee’s vol-
unteer work. Mail to: A Thousand
Points of Light, The Commercial Ap-
Ppeal, Box 364, Memphis, Tenn. 38101.
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Needle, thread help create
strong bonds for volunteer

T HE Commercial Appeal is featuring a thou-
sand people in the Mid-South who make life
better for others by their voluntary efforts. To-
day’s points of light:

% Florence Berman of East Memphis sews
seeds of service for the elderly. She is a vol-
unteer who helps mend clothes and redo gar-
ments for the residents of the B'nai B'rith Home.
On Saturdays, she conducts a Sing-A-Long where
residents get together to sing
and socialize. For 14 years, Ms.
Berman has also volunteered
with the Dolls for Democracy, a
nationwide proggm sponsored
by the Anti-Defamation League
and the B'nai B'rith Women.
Using dolls of famous figures
such as Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., John F. Kennedy and Pope
John XXIII, she gives lectures
and talks to schools, civic and social groups about
the dangers of discrimination and prejudice.

~ “I'was a newcomer to Memphis,” she says. “I felt
that it was important to do some sort of communi-
ty work. It takes away the loneliness for you and
the recipient.”

% When it comes to helping those in need,
John Helms' brush is mightier than any
sword. i

Helms, 44, an illustrator and fine artist, donates
his prints to various charitable organizations for
auction. He operates John Helms Gallery out of his
home and first got involved in the 1970s by donat-
ing his work to the American Cancer Society. The
Parkway Village resident has been involved with
the Art for Heart’s Sake program recently. The pro-
gram is co-sponsored by several local organiza-
tions such as WEZI radio, Oak Court Mall and the
American Heart Association-Memphis Chapter.

He plans to donate art to help Le Bonheur Chil-
dren’s Medical Center and the Arthritis Founda-
tion in the near future. “My mother died of cancer
and my father died of heart attack,” he said.

% Oliver L. Hightower, 42, of Marianna, Ark.,
karate-chopped his way into community
service. In the decade since, Hightower’s efforts to
aid his town’s needy have been significant enough
to earn him one of eight 1989 Arkansas Communi-
ty Service Awards.

- “When you . . . never had much and . .. get a
chance to make it decent for others,” sgys High-
tower, a lineman with Arkansas Power and Light
Co., “you think about making it better for others
less fortunate. . ..”

Hightower called on former high school friends
who operated a Chicago karate school to do an ex-
hibition fund-raiser to help him start charitable
work in the community, where hée is a third-term
councilman. A Christmas basket program serving
200 needy families and Summer Fun Fest program
for 700 youngsters are programs he has initiated.

Also a member of the Police and Public Property
commissions, Local United Volunteers and the Ar-
kansas Delta Development Corp., Hightower esti-
mates he gives 16-18 hours weekly to community
service.

% Gail R. Phillips, 37, has a younger brother,
but she had to volunteer to get a little sistef.
A microbiologist at St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital, she has been a volunteer for 4% years in
the Big Brothers/Big Sisters program, which pairs
adults and kids of the same gender for recrea-
tional activities. )

“I like working with kids. They teach you a lot.
You can learn patience from them,” says Ms. Phil-
lips, who was the program’s 1988 Big Sister of the
Year.

She is a board member for the organization and
has worked as activities chairman and fund-rais-
er. An East Memphis resident, she has also been a
volunteer for the Memphis Humane Society, the
Memphis In May International Festival, Mud Is-
land and the Memphis Zoological Society.

Ms. Phillips is president of the Southern Associ-
ation for Clinical Microbiology.

% The call to community service for East
Memphians Bob and Jo Wood is a curtain
call.

The Woods — Jo, 67, and Bob, 75 — are volun-
teers with Friends of the Orpheum (FOTO) and
they do everything from ushering performances
to preparing home-cooked meals for cast parties.
They were FOTO’s volunteers of the year in April
1988.

“The Orpheum is dear to my heart,” Mrs. Wood
says. “I can remember when I was 8 years old
watching vaudeville shows.”

Mrs. Wood, a native Memphian, has been with
the organization nine years and her husband, a na-
tive of Gary, Ind., for four. Mrs. Wood says that she
started working part time in the FOTO office and
volunteering because of her love for music and
dax(xice. Her husband joined after they were mar-
ried.

In addition to their work with FOTO, they are
members of several dance clubs.

% ¢ Jim Gwinner of Germantown has been
chairman of Federal Express’ educational
services committee for Junior Achievement of
Greater Memphis for five years. Gwinner and
about 50 other volunteers from Federal Express
devote one day a week to an applied economics
grogrtm at area high schools and junior highs,
elping Junior Achievement members set up mod-
el companies through which they learn about
business. : ,
Gwinner, S5, also is active in organizing the Jun-
ior Achievement Bowl-A-Thon, the group’s main
annual fund-raiser. This year is the last year Gwin-
ner will chair the educational services group, but
Gwinner, director of vehicle engineering for Fed-
eral Express says he’ll continte to work with the
program. He has been involved with Junior
Achievement for eight of the 11 years he has lived
in Memphis. He and his wife, Cathy, have three
children. i :

To suggest people for this feature, please write
us with the nominee’s name, address, phone num-
ber and a brief description of the nominee’s volun-
teer work. Mail to: A Thousand Points of Light,
The Commercial Appeal, Box 364, Memphis, Tenn.

38101. ..
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Sherry and Mike
Anderson
operate the Good
Neighbor Center
in West Memphis,
which provides
emergency relief
to the needy.

Storm victims found
through couple’s efforts

By Jim Terrell

Sherry and Mike An-
~dersonh of West Mem-
phis aren’'t fair
weather volunteers.
The Andersons
were leaders in help-
ing their hometown
recover from the

Dec. 14, 1987 tornado

destruction.

After the storm and flood, West Mem-
phis turned to The Love Center, a food
and clothing distribution facility for
the needy which Anderson, 34, started
as pastor of Harvest Time Fellowship
Church,

Founded by Anderson as an oper-
ation independent of his nondenomina-
tional church and managed by Sherry
as a volunteer, the center served as
storm relief headquarters from a va-
cant 6,000-square-foot building.

“Before that, they were trying to do it
.. .withno record-keeplng of who was
getting help,” says Mrs. Anderson, 32, of
the operation that provided food and
clothing for 1,040 tornado victims.

“We were the one distribution point

. . and we were able to keep records
exactly.”

Out of the tornado and flood relief ef-
fort grew the Good Neighbor Center, a
clearinghouse and resource operation
for services and service organizations
similar to Metropolitan Inter-Faith As-
sociation (MIFA) in Memphis.

Mrs. Anderson, who was an unpaid
volunteer for several years, i execu-
tive director of the center, which has
since opened a satellite in Earle and
plans to open another in Marion in Sep-
tember. In 1988, the center served more
than 9,000 people and provided 136,890
meals.

“It really hurts to see someone in
need when you know the resotirces are
out there,” says Mrs. Anderson, who
also volunteers to chair the Crittenden
County Resource Council board.

“So it motivates me to find a resource
and match it with that need.”

Recognized in April as one of eight in-
dividual recipients of the Arkansas
Community Service Award, she has
been named to Gov. Bill Clinton's Advi-
sory Committee on Volunteerism and
volunteers as a consultant for organiza-
tions throughout the state.

“1 get involved in about everything.
I'm bad about that,” Mrs. Anderson,
who has been a housewife and a tutor,
says of community service that began
at age 11 when she volunteered as a
teacher’s aide in a Head Start program
in Jacksonville, Ark. The Andersons
also have three daughters, ages 14, 11
and 9.

“I'think the biggest thingis. . .1like
people; I like to be with them. . . . Help-
mg people, that's the bottom line.”
ther points of light:

B

By Lynn Saunders

Sara J. Murrell volunteers help

to anyone who needs her. Ms.
Murrell is a retired licensed practical
nurse who attends the blind and elder-
ly. As a person with diabetes, she helps
other diabetics with their diets, and
also teaches and does computer work
for the Girls Club. “When they need me
they’ll call and I help whenever I can. 1
et an awful lot of satisfaction out of it.
ost people are very appreciative when
ou can do something to help him.”
ven though she had n volunteer-
ing her services before, her retirement
in 1983 allowed her to be more active.
Ms. Murrell attends Calvary Lutheran
Church and lives in East Memphis. She

Ve

Frances Fleming, 72, is exercis-

ing her volunteer spirit. Several
years ago, the mother of six children,
four of them doctors, became sick. She
exercised herself back to health and
now helps others do the same. She has
been an aerobics instructor with, Ra-
leigh Community Center Senior Citi-
zens’ Group three days a week for eight
years and sings with a choral group at
the community center for nursing
homes. For the past year and a half she
has taught classes for two days a week
at MIFA East Senior Citizens’ Center
Group. In 1987, Mrs. Fleming was given
the key to the city by Mayor Dick Hack-
ett for her volunteer work in the health

field.
% Volunteer service takes Barbara
Foster, 51, behind bars. Ms, Fos-
ter, of Raleigh, volunteers with the Sec-
ond Chance Prison Ministry providing
lodging, education and employment
counseling for inmates on parole or re-
cently released. Ms. Foster, who be-
came interested in helping prisoners
after visiting an inmate six years ago,
now spends two weekends a month at
Mississippi Penitentiary at Parchman,
providing worship services for in- ||
mates. A full-time legal secretary, Ms.
Foster also finds time to take care of
her mother as well as the prison minis-
try. She has taken two inmates into her
home for six months. At Christmas, she
helped provide packages for the prison-
ers. “We have seen men who are hope-
less,” she said “we have seen their lives
turn around and they have become pro-
ductive human beings.”

Claudette Nichols believes . in.
volvement makes a change. As
national president of the historical so-

has a daughter and two grandchildren.

% Volunteer work is a growing con-
cern for Joanne Bowes, 49. ghe is
in charge of the Memphis Botanic Gar-
den’s greenhouse. A volunteer for five
years, she works at the greenhouse
three days a week and part-time in her
husband’s optometry office. The Bo-
tanic Garden, staffed by volunteers, re-
ceives the majority of its supplies from
donq’tions. “The only thing we buy is
dirt,” she says. She and her husband
have seven children from ages 17 to 30.
Natives of New Orleans, they originally
came to Memphis for two years. They
have been here for five years and just |.
bought a house in Midtown. She got in-
volved at the garden after visiting sev-
eral other tourist sites in Memphis. “I
thought that if I got involved with
g{ut&ts it wouldn't be like leaving peo-
e.

Jim Terrell is & reporter for The Com-
mercial Appeal.

- AThousand Points of Light

| The Commércial Aopéa i faaturing a thousénd people i e

. Mid-South who make life befter for others by their voluntary effors.

- To. m people for this feature, please fill out this coupon and

331. 1d } :}i'«si‘.‘ 3 éoil:f&ol“ AL :
J;::&iiaxﬂ;;_1

1
: His or her address:
"] Nominee's phone: home | work ()
«% qu'smtﬁispusondoes!oheboﬂm:
1
-]
I i
i,
1
i
"| Your name: phone: ()

ciety in the Christian Methodist Episco-
pal Church, she works and guides wom-
en in collecting church histories. She
also is chairman of the Advisory Board
HOPE (Helping Other People Excel) at
the Martin Luther King Cultural and
Educational Center, developing pro-
grams to meet the needs of the disad-
vantaged. i

“I was propelled to get involved be-
cause I believe that a man or woman
should be ashamed to die until they
have rendered some basic good toward
humanity. I am striving to be a catalyst
for change in the Memphis communi-
ty,” says the Whitehaven resident.
Chairman of the Memphis In May infor-
mation committee, Ms. Nichols is a
member of the YWCA board and com-
mittee, the board of directors for the
Girls Club, the Innervision panel work-
ing with the Memphis Arts Council and
Bndge of Hope drugs and alcohol
youth program.




T HE Commercial Appeal is featuring -
a thousand people in the Mid-South
who make life better for others by their
voluntary efforts.

Today’s points of light:

Polly Glotzbach, 38, volunteers
for a new start. Mrs. Glotzbach, a
mother of two, has been volunteering

Aor four years doing research, develo
ment and fund-raising to help establis
the Children’s Muse-
um in the old Na-
tional Guard Ar-
mory at Central and
Hollywood. She says
the museum isan o

portunity for chil-
dren to know that
learning is fun. Mrs.
Glotzbach also has
been on the board of
Memphis Ballet for two years, volun-
teering and doing fund-raising. In addi-
tion, she has been a Red Cross volun-
teer for three years and is a member of
the executive committee. She was
chairman of the community board in-
stitute for the Volunteer Center for
three years. “Ilove it. I get a lot out of it
with what I've learned and the people I
have met. I'm proud I can be a volun-
teer,” says the East Memphis resident.

=

into his pocket. The East Memphis resi-
dent has helped people by paying rent, .
buying groceries and paying bills from
his “own pocket” when they were un-
able to. Recently he helped the datﬁgh-
ter of a neighbor get into Shriner’s Hos-
ital for needed medical care. Rosen-
erg, who used to own an auto parts
store, says he can’t turn anyone away
when he sees that they need help. “We
were put here to help and live for one
another. That’s the way it was meant to

When David Rosenberg, 79, digs

'be,” he sa:
asmuch as I can to help
or of a person’s skin or their nationality

doesn’t matter to me.”
% Gene Warren, 77, wheels and
deals as a volunteer. Warren, &
retired executive Secretary, has been
collecting food for the MIFA food bank
for Germantown for seven years. He
also has been delivering food once a
month for his church, Germantown
Cumberland Presbyterian. He delivers
meals on wheels once a week and has
been doing so for the last 10 years. War-
reh is also a member of the German-
town Kiwanis International for the last
25 years, doing community work. “Shar-
ing with the underprivileged is impor-
tant in the community. It is one of the
greatest things you can do, " he says.
Warren also ministers to shut-ins.
l % Regina Gilmore, 28, doesn't
broadcast her community ser-
vice. But the news and public affairs di-
rector for radio station KIX 106 says,
“When I'm dead I want people to sa
cared. I did what I could while I con
Every day, every second, every minute,
we need to live life as full as possible.”
Through her church; ‘Holmes Road
Church of Christ, she has opened her

B

in to help others, sometimes it's

ys. “I just-decided T would do 1€

Children’s Museum work :
helps put fun in learning

home to battered women, Ms. Glithore
was recently fiamed Broadcast Journal:
ist of the Year by the Tennessee Asso-
ciated Press Broadcaster Association,
becoming the first black in the state
and the first journalist from Memphis
to hold the title. She is also invo ved
with the Senior Citizen's Service, is on
the advisory board of St. Francis Hospi-
tal Schroeder Women's Center and is a
free-lance writer for the Tri-State De-
fender.

Carol Feather of Dyersburg,
Tenn., founded her place in com-
munity service. Dr. Feather, professor
of music/speech at Dyersburg State
Community College, is the founder and
president of the Dyershurg-Dyer Coun-
ty Humane Society, which runs animal
control in the city and county. She also
is president of the Dyer County School
Board and the Dyersburg-Dyer County
Arts Council. “You have to give some-
thing back to the community. If you
want something done you have to do
something about it,” says Dr. Feather.
In addition, she is a member of the
board of the Tennessee Humane Associ-
ation, a member of the board of direc-
tors at the Community Concert Associ:
ation and founding member of the St.
Jude Chapter in Dyersburg, where she

worked for 13 years, !
% Gloria Schiller, 58, volunteers to

visit. As a member of Messiah
Lutheran Church at 3743 Austin Peay,
she visits the sick and elderly, provid:
ing them with flowers and meals. This
has been her personal mission for the

. past 20 years, but she has been more ac:

tive in the past five. She said, “when-
ever I see the need I call on people who
are hurting. Of course I enjoy it . . . I
really need and love Yeople." Soon, she
hopes to join the volunteer staff at a
hosgital. A Rale

156

have three adult sons.

To suggest people for this feature,
please write us with the nominee’s
name, address, phone number and 4
brief description of the nominee’s vol-
unteer work. Mail to: A Thousand
Points of Light, The Commercial Ap-
peal, Box 364, Memphis, Tenn. 38101.
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Center gives teenagers -

a way to help others

T HE Commercial Appeal is featuring
a thousand people in the Mid-South
who make life better for others by their
voluntary efforts. Today’'s points of

light:
% Karen Malkin hasn't forgotten
the value of peace and harmony
among people. At age 44, this wife and
mother of two contihues to stress the
importance of people helping each oth-
er by establishing the Memphis Teen
Volunteer Center.

“l always felt like dealing with young
people,” Mrs. Malkin said. And that’s ex-
actly what she's doing. As youth pro-

| gram manager of the volunteer center,
Mrs. Malkin con-
ceived the idea in
May last year of plac-
ing young people
between the ages of
12 and 18.in various
agencies that deal
with day care,
handicap, or senior
citizen services.

She said that Memphis Teen Volun-
teers, with the support of First Tennes-
see Bank and the United Way, has
helped a lot of kids by placing them in
areas that would suit their talents and
interests. The center is overwhelmed
with calls from young ple wantinF
to volunteer, and according to Mrs. Mal-
kin, “It's getting busier and busier!”
% Sue Stancil, 71, a volunteer at the

Memphis Literacy Council, has
helped others learn to read since 1971.

“It is a great satisfaction to make a
contribution. It is a joy to help train oth-
ers to help people to read. It's a sharing
thing,” said the East Memphis resident.

Mrs. Stancil teaches, trains and co-
ordinates for International Friends
Program, which offers instruction in

"English for foreigners. And she does
volunteer work as a pre-school teacher
for her church, First Baptist Church.
She also is president of Baptist Women.
% Mrs. Sonia Burnette translates
for Latin American families who
come to Memphis for medical treat-
ment.

Raised in northeast Brazil, Mrs. Bur-
nette, 48, came to the United States on a
college scholarship from the Presbyte-
rian Church (US.A.). A substitute
teacher, she lives in East Memphis with
her husband and son.

During her 26 years in Memphis, she
has translated for St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital and the Hospital Hos-
pitality Center of Memphis. She started
volunteering by translating for the
family of a 6-year-old Brazilian girl who
had leukemia. :

“I try to make life for them easier,”
she said about her work with foréigﬁ'
visitors. “I try to show them a side to the
American people that they don’t know.”
% Elliott Schwab, 28, salesman at A.

Schwab and a fourth generation
Schwab, is sold on animals. =

He has volunteered at the Memphis
Zoo for six years, ializing in the up-
keep of the birds. He works in the feed

room and hatch room, helps with the
peniglns and with special exhibitions,
works in general information and does
some horticulture work. He also volun-
teers at the Orpheum when he is need-
ed. The owner of 25 birds and assorted
reptiles, Schwab gives most of his free
time to the zoo because he just “loves

animals.”

% Darrelle Miller, of Midtown, has
been tutoring for the Memphis

Literacy Council for nearly three years.

“lI heard about the program and
thought it was a very important and
worthy cause. I saw it as a way I could
give something back to the communi-
ty,” said Ms.
who is now a nurse at the Med. She ex-

lained that her flexible work schedule
as allowed her the time to volunteer
her services forthe program.

“It's such a tragic thing that so many
adults cannot read. Most illiterate
adults are highly motivated and really
want to read and learn,” said Ms. Miller.
Her reward comes through knowing
she is helping to “open up worlds of in-
formation” to her students and “when I
see the pride and satisfaction that

comes from progress.”
% Richard H. ‘Ric’ Nuber, 45, volun-
teers to spread Christmas cheer.
Germantown's state representative,
he has been on the Salvation Army

board since he moved here from New .

Jersey five years ago and has been
chairman of its Christmas Committee
for the past two years. Last year, the
committee served 21,495 needy Mem-
phians.

“When you look at the figures on
those who don’t get to celebrate Christ-
mas the way you do, you have to do
something,” he said. President of the
Biomedical Resource Zone, Nuber is on
the President’s Council for Rhodes Col-
lege and chairman of the board of Por-
ter-Leath’s Children’s Home. Nuber is
also the Shelby Residential & Voca-
tional Services Board's treasurer and
on the Executive Advisory Board of Fo-
gelman Business College at Memphis

tate.
% Jean Kennedy, 47, of Marianna,
Ark, is nursing rape victims
back from their trauma.
This retired registered nurse is a part
of the Sexual Assault Investigation
Team of Marianna.

She believes people should “give un- :

til it hurts and take a deep breath and
give some more.” For 20 years, she has
counseled rape victims and gone to the
police station and hospital with them.
She has also been involved for five
ears with the Arkansas Child Abuse
ucation Commission, set-up by the
governor.

To suggest people for this feature,
please write us with the nominee’s
name, address, phone number and a
brief description of the nominee’s vol-
unteer work. Mail to: A Thousand
Points of Light, The Commercial Ap-
peal, Box 364, Memphis, Tenn. 38101.

iller, a former teacher -
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{Using any available tool

to help others in need

T HE Commercial Appeal is featuring
a thousand people in the Mid-South
who make life better for others by their
voluntary efforts. Today’s points of
light:

Maude Reed, 66, a retired teacher

from Westwood High School,
won't let health problems stop her com-
munity service. A bout with arthritis in
her legs has kept her homebound, but
she still volunteers her time. She was
involved with Methodist Auxiliary for
six years, collecting items that patients
needed during their stay at the hospi-
tal. She also participated in fund-raisers
to helg children who needed surgery.
Now she serves on the telephone com-
mittee, calling members, collecting
membership and keeping church re-
cords. Mrs. Reed also tutors individ-
uals.

% David Page, 37, has more than air
time for community service.
News director and co-host of FM 100’s
morning show, he helps raise funds for
liver transplant Eatients. Page’s in-
volvement began three years ago, when
Millington resident Jamie Rae Kim-
brell needed exploratory surgery. Two
years ago, while em- e
ployed by radio sta-
tion WRQX in Wash-
ington, he also
helped raise $100,000
for a 12-year-old boy
needing a liver
transplant. In addi-
tion, Page heged
raise more than T
$100,000 for liver transplant patient Ca-

help. Page also raised money for Steven

transplant. Recently, Page was’'named

“When I get on the air, I ask everybody
to just send one dollar.. . .If everybody

of these operations,” says the Midtown
resident. : 3

% Pearl Luttrell isn't her neigh:
bor’s keeper; but watching out
for neighbors keeps her busy. Ms. Lut-

better care of their neighbors.” She re-
tired in 1952 from the Memphis Defense

teering her services in her néighbor-

tends Berean Baptist Church. A resi-
1 dent of East Memphis, she has two sons,
three grandchil
grandchildren. .

AP

. mendin

shin Pope with over-the-air appeals for

Douglas who needed a bone marrow ]
_‘ 1 peal, Box

to the Organ Transplant Fund boardto =~

% The plight of the homeless has
" concerned Bishop Andrew

McGlown for 25 years. “I will to God

. that people get more involved. I can’t
.Sleep at night thinking about where

they’re going to sleep.” As the volun-
teer head of the People’s Rescue Mis-
sion at 2200 Florida, he has been a mem-
ber of Homeless Shelter Operator’s
Committee for two years, managing the
shelter for homeless families. The com-
mittee also has senior citizen and anti-
drug programs. He has no full-time pay-
ing job. Instead he devotes his time to
the shelter and his church, Miracle

Temple at 996 N. Dunlap. A native of Ox:

ford, Miss,, he lives in South Memphis.

% Big things get done when Marie
Fort, 85, is around. In 1985, the re-
tired schoolteacher saw the need for a
park in the Klondike community. She
wrote an essay to City Beautiful recom-
that a park be built on a va-
cant lot in the area. The result was B.'J.
Shields Tot Park. She has also been a
baby-sitter for children at Juvenile
Court, reared several children thdt
were not hers, volunteered as a teacher
for Klondike Elementary School and is
on the volunteer board of Free the Chil-
dren. The president of Women with
Courage, Mrs. Fort has also been in-

. volved with Each One, Teach One for 11
- years, the NAACP anhd City Beautiful

since their Memphis beginnings and

' with March of Dimes for 32 years.

To suggest people for this feature,

_ please write us with the nominee's

name, address, phone number and a

. brief description of the nominee’s vol-
.unteer work. Mail to: A Thousand

Points of Light, The Commercial Ap-
364, Memphis, Tenn. 38101.

find creative ways of raising. money. [

sends a dollar, we can take care of one

trell spends her days taking care of her.
sick neighbors. She takes them food,:
runs errands for them and buys their |
groceries. “I think people ought to take |
Depot and has since been active volun-.

hood and at her church. Ms. Luttrell at- |

ren, and two, great- |
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Spirit of volunteers reaches out 7/ 1059
to all segments of Mid-South life

By Jill Johnson Piper

Staff Reporter

anything would
taste good to the
residents of Dismas
House, but when
Betty Hale’s in the
kitchen, it's no con-
test.

One night a week,
Mrs. Hale, 55, is re-

sponsible for the dinner at Dismas .

House, a transitional community for ex-
offenders. After they are paroled, se-
lected former prisoners are eligible for
Dismas House, which acts as a halfway
house until they get settled in a joband
and an apartment. Most range in age
from 19 to 35, she said.

Cooking a meal for as many as 20 is no
sweat for Mrs. Hale, the mother of 10
children (her youngest is in college).
“It’s very hard for me to cook a meal for
two. I have tried and I cannot do it,” she
said.

Butit's more than her way with a skil-
let that made the residents of Dismas
House nominate her as a Volunteer of
the Year, a distinction she received in
April. In less than a year, she has come
to consider them family.

“It's so easy to do things there be-
cause they make you feel so good,” said
Mrs. Hale, who also works at two jobs,
delivering pharmaceutical products
and with an answering service.

After her husband died, Mrs. Hale
wanted to get involved in an inner-city
project to fulfill a promise made to a
friend hospitalized at the same time as
her husband. The friend was shot in
South Memphis in 1988, and died. “I felt
I wanted to work with his people, and I
went to St. Patrick’s Church, which is
the inner-city church. The first person
who approached me was Kathleen
Marx (president of the board of direc:
tors of Dismas House). So I volunteered
to cook for the people at Dismas House,”
Mrs. Hale said.

She also organizes birthday celebra-
tions and movie nights.

After years of Cub Scout and PTA
meetings, Mrs. Hale said the Dismas
House work is the most rewarding. “It’s
a family-type environment, and from
talking to most of them, that's some-
thing they haven’t enjoyed. There’s a
spirit of cooperation there and a broth-
erhood amongst them. They share that
common experience that none of us
have shared. These people are pussy-
cats.”

Other points of light in the Mid-
South:

AFTER prison food,

JE—

By Karen P. Pulfer

ot % i
Betty Hale cooks dinner one night a
week for residents of Dismas House.
% In a testimonial naming Betty
Chipman their 1989 Woman of
the Year, the Fraternal Order of Police
of Lauderdale County wrote that her
life exemplifies her favorite quotation: \
“What you are is God's gift to you,dglt;
what you become is your gift to God

Mrs. Chipman, 59, a married mother T
and grandmother, lives in Ripley,"
Tenn., where she helps farmers untan’
gle red tape at the tax assessor’s office.
When the Hatchie River bridge col-"
lapsed April 1, Mrs. Chipman organized =
volunteers from the Town and County -
Home Demonstration Club (of which |
she is a charter member) to bring food
to the rescue squad.

She is also a founding member of the
Lauderdale County Business and Pro-
fessional Women'’s Club, which has an
outreach program to two area nursing
homes. As president of the Lauderdale
County chapter of the American Can.

ter Society, Mrs. Chipman has been ac:
tive in fund-raising.

% At the East Memphis home of
Marcia and Norman Shine, the
door is always open to Orthodox Jews
traveling through town.

“Because it's difficult to find kosher
food and we cannot travel in a vehicle
on the Sabbath, when ott-of-town peo-
ple come through it's recommended
that they stay with us,” said Shine, 58,
also a volunteer gabbi (reader of the
Torah) at his synagogue, Anshei
Sphard-Beth El Emeth Congregation. #

As assistant administrator and volun:
teer coordinator -at Plough Towers,
Marcia Shine, 46, has marshalled 118
residents into a volunteer army. Last
year, the Plough Tower unit contribut-

Pj./ﬂ

ed more than 25,000 hours of volunteer
work through the Retired Senior Vol-
unteer Program. Their community
work includes making sandwiches for
the hungry; coordinating the Jewish el-
derly transportation service for trips to
the doctor and grocery, preparing mail-
ings for nonprofit organizations; and
making favors, cards and quilts for hos-
pitals. B
“If you find-the right thing for the
‘right person, they will do anything, be-
cause helping others is a human need,”
says Marcia. The Shines have two sons,

both living in New York.

% Debi Hart, 32, of Walnut Ridge,
Ark., in the words of the national

Sportswear campaign, is one to “just do

it ”

s

And Stewart Park in Walnut Ridge
has a new playground because she did.
When the need for the playground oc-
curred to Mrs. Hart and friend Sharon
Mullen two years ago, they started a vol-
unteer committee to raise funds to
build the facility.

“We were thinking maybe we could
do it,” the mother of a son, 5, says. Em-
ployed as assistant director of the Wal-

nut Ridge Housing Authority, shé

worked weekends and after hours on

the project. Now the committee is rais- .

ing funds for a walking trail around the
park, by marking portions of the walk
in the naiies of onos.
% Joyce North,’s3, was a volunteer
when she was asked to put to-
gether a program of services for preg-
nant and parenting teenagers in Mem-
phis City Schools. But the Volunteer
Center board member says she “finally
found myself the coordinator.”

She also volunteers five hours a week
at Bethany Home, where she is on the
board, and is on the board of Project .
R.A.P., helping pregnant and parenting
teenagers become independent .-and
self-supporting. < ;

“Volunteering in the school system
for 25 years,” she says, “I became acute-
ly aware of some of the tremendous
problems in the city of children having
children.” A downtown resident, she
has served leadership roles for volun-
teer groups in public education and
community relations.

The Commercial Appeal is featuring a
thousand people in the Mid-South who

make life better for others by their vol- |

untary effortsq To suggest people for
this feature, please- write us with the
nominee’s name, address, phone num-
ber and a brief description of the nomi-
nee’s volunteer work. Mail to: A Thou-
sand Points of Light, The Commercial

Appeal, Box 364, Memphis, Tenn. 38101.
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|Reaching out to care
[for many human needs

HE Commercial Appeal is featuring
a thousand people in the Mid-South
who make life better for others By their
voluntary efforts. Today's peints of

% Jack Phillips, 60, of Bartlett, vol-
unteers for matters of life and

Responsible for many years for the
development of emergency medical
technician (EMT) programs around
the country, the semi-retired mechani-
cal engineer has taught 500 EMTs and

A Cherokee-Creek Indian elder, he
also has been a national leader since
World War II in the campaign to pre-
vent desecration of Indian graves. That
effort has involved work in numerous
states for stronger laws against desecra-
tion of graves, which he says is now a
problem beyond Indian burial grounds.

He also is a founder of the Iocal Na-
tive American Intertribal Association,
which represents 19 American Indian

“I'am a strong believer in my fellow
man,” he says of his service. “Some-

% Stock in civic causes goes up
when retired stockbroker Mary
Robinson, 65, gets involved. Downtown,
the environment, women and the dis-
advantaged are among areas of interest
“dedicated Midtown
dweller” has served in volunteer lead-

“When the stock market was acting
very badly,” she says, “I had to do some.
thing to keep myself entertained,” so
she served on City Center Commission,
Court Square Task Force and Women’s

“Ichanged firms rather than go east,”
she says of her commitment to the

. The widow has since volunteered
‘with Habitat for Humanity, Grace-St.
Luke’s Episcopal Church'’s commissary
for a soup kitchen project with other
churches, and Midtown neighborhood

% Russell Doss, 81, of Whitehaven,
! notes with pride that 31 of those
attending a recent reunion of the

Dosses in Alabama were from his and |
wife Dorothy’s family. But he’s just as
proud of the 60-70 dependents he left be-
hind in Memphis. They ar: mostly poor,
elderly, black and white, who have be.
come an extended family for the for-
mer Realtor since his retirement in
1976, and their care has amounted to a
second career.

The son of a sharecropper, Doss has
been friend, companion, chauffeur,
shopper, aide, visitor, caretaker and,
even, champion to some of themng for as
long as 10 years.

“I'm not qualified to do anything for
anybody,” he says about the volunteer
responsibilities he carries out through
MIFA.

“But I can cut a woman's toenails,
take a man to the doctor or buy their
groceries. . . . It's a great life. | enjoy
living, man!”

% When Lanetha Branch talks.
about the YWCA — and that’s
with a ‘W’ not an ‘M’ — she’s committed.
~People often get us mixed up with the
YMCA,"” she said. “Our focuses are dif-
ferent.”

For the past 40
years Mrs. Branch
has made the Y a big
part of her life in
fighting subtle and
not-so-subtle racism.

She’s been on the
national board of
the YWCA for 15

years. _

Currently, she heads the racial jus-
tice committee and chairs the adminis-
tration committee of the YWCA's Sara
Brown Branch.

Mrs. Branch, a seventh grade social
studies teacher at Germantown Middle
School, went to her first YWCA
needlework class when she was 13.
Now, at 54, she’s still involved in help-
ing other women.

To suggest people for this feature,
please write us with the nominee’s
name, address, phone number and a
brief description of the nominee’s vol-
unteer work.

Mail to: A Thousand Points of Light,
The Commercial Appeal, Box 364, Mem-
phis, TN 38101.
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Trying to cure
society’s ills

T HE Commercial Appeal is featuring
a thousand people in the Mid-South
who make life better for others by their
voluntary efforts. Today's points of
light: -

% Amy Howe, 27, believes every
one should get involved in some

kind of service. That belief, along with
a social service background, has led
Mrs. Howe to serve as a volunteer for
Wife Abuse Services. Her duties in-
clude staffing the crisis telephone line
to provide information about the
agency's shelter, answering legabques-
tions or listening to a troubled wonran's
problems. She also.works with women
at the shelter. Mrs. Howe, a housewife,
majored in psychology and sociology in
college. She worked as a child abuse in-
vestigator for the state Department of
Human Services for eight months.

% Mrs. Sheppie Quinn, 43, of East
Memphis, started a weekly Bible
study at Bright Glade Convalescent
Center for the elderly. Her association
with the center began with visits to an
aunt there.“It was so much a highlight
of my life,” the Second Presbyterian
Church member says of the weekly
nondenominational Bible study she
was attending at First Baptist Church.
“I wanted them to have this.” With the
help of friends and ministers, “God’s
good” was started at the center four or
five years ago through regular Bible
study, prayer and fellowship. Atten-
dance varies from four to 25. Says the
former social worker: “It's just where
the Lord wants me on Friday morning.”

When  Genevieve Fridland

moved to Memphis from Mon-
treal more than 18 years ago, she found
a lack of knowledge about other cul-
tures. She said she decided to try to
change that for the benefit of Mem-
phians, especially her young children.
Ms. Fridland, 46, is
president of the
Memphis  Council
for International
Visitors, a volunteer
organization  that
plans social and edu-
cational activities
for groups and indi-
viduals from all

pervises the research laboratory in the
neurology department at the Universi-
ty of Tennessee, Memphis, has also
served 14 years on the board of the
Memphis Urban League.

% Dr. Kyle Creson, a Memphis lung
specialist, and his wife, Jayne,
donate their time assisting lung cancer
patients and promoting anti-smoking
gnd (l:l;ng disease educanor; ‘;:ampaigrtxls.
r. (reson serves as president of the
Regional A(:I%Qigry Bozg'd of the Ameri:
can Lung Asdociation of Tennessee
(ALAT) and volunteers hundreds of
hours lecturing at education programs,
appearintg) on lecal radio and television
spots on behalf of the lung association
and working with a support group for
lung cancer victims and their family
and friends, said ALAT spokesman
Cathy Gay. She said Mrs. Creson also
donates her time to behind-the-scenes
preparations for the ALAT annual gala
fund-raiser, which provides about 80
percent of the $60,000 budget for West
Tennessee area lung association activi-
ties. The Cresons also host association
officials and visitors in their home.

% When Zeta Phi Beta Sorority
adopted drug prevention as its
national focus, Mennie Jackson, 55, de-
cided to take that message to pre-school
children. Mrs. Jackson, chairman of
the drug prevention program orga-
nized by Alpha Eta Zeta, Zeta Phi Beta’s

to 3-, 4- and S-year-old children at Neigh-
borhood House Day Care at 243 North
Lauderdale. She works with the chil-
dren, and six other sorority members
are involved in parent and grandpar-
ent programs. The pre-school age group
is most vulnerable because they
haven't beén exposed to established
anti-drug programs present in most
schools, she said. She said pre-schoolers
are “like little sponges,” and can under-
stand the message to avoid drugs.

To suggest people for this feature,
please write us with the nominee’s
name, address phone number and a
brief description of the nominee’s vol-
unteer work. Mail .to: A Thousand
Points of Light, The Commercial Ap-

peal, Box 364, Memphis, TN 38101.
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over the world. Ms. Fridland, who su--

local chapter, teaches drug prevention |
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‘Church lady’ brings love
‘to Winston center residénts

By Lela Garlington

TO some résidents of
the Nat T. Winston
Developmental Cen-
ter for the mentally,

retarded, I&ﬂs Per-
Iy is eﬂ:e churc

lady.” To others
there, she's affec-
tionately called
“Mom.”

The center is located at Western Insti-
tute, Tenn., about 60 miles east of Mem-
phis, and houses about 150 residents.

Because of Mrs. Perry’s volunteer ef-
forts, her church, Bethlehem Baptist

| Church No. 1 of Mercer, Tenn., and Clo-
ver Creek Baptist Church No. 2 are vis-
iting the home each month and provid-
ing home-cooked meals for the 150 resi-
dents.

As the wife of a minister, the mother
of four grown chil-
dren and two grand-
sons, Mrs. Perry, 43,
said at times after
getting home from
work, she didn't feel
she could %’(l,l to the
center on Thursday
night or make the

sandwiches or: >
cakes. “The Lord al-
ways supplies me
with the strength to
do what I've got to |
do,” she said.

Mrs. Perry first started going to the
center in 1985 when her daughter’s col-
lege psychology class put on a dance for
the residents. When they stopped go-
ing, she didn't: “I felt the need of still
being involved out there.”

Working as a nurse’s aide at a nursing
home in Bolivar, Mrs. Perry could see a
need at the center that the staff

“couldn’t provide but that she and oth-
ers could, such as providing refresh-
ments, birthday cards, clothes, gifts
and games. “It's no specific job we have
to do. We can show them some love and
show them we care,” she said.

And while she doesn’t get paid for her
work there, Mrs, Perry is rewarded in
smiles, hugs and kisses from the resi-
dents. “They touch our lives every time
we go,” she said.

Other points of lights in the Mid-
South:

Mrs. Perry

When Evelyn Majure volunteers

for community service in Utica,
Miss., she really branches out. “God
didn't mean for us to be sponges,” says
the 75-year-old widow who volunteers
with her Soil Conservation District's
programs to encourage tree-planting.
‘Service is the writ we pay for our part
in the world.”

A grandmother of eight and a former
home economics teacher, she also
works with the conservation district’s
annual children’s Conservation Carni-
val near Jackson, Miss. and the Lady
Landowners program. Mrs. Majure
was women'’s chairman with the Hinds
County Farm Bureat for a long time.

“Idon’t go all the way out like some of
the environmentalists,” shé says of her
interest in the land. “But I think we do
need to make an effort to protect what
we have and care for it.”

e

% Brittany Bonds, 14, of Cordova,
volunteers as a counselor for Dae
Valley Camcr, a six-week grogram that
allows handicapped and deaf childrgn
to experience summer fun. .
#& “I have fun watching them have fun.
. 1t pleases me if I se€ & ¢hild cryin§and I
* can make him start Jaughing,” she says..
An honor student who will begin her
freshman year at White Station next
fall, she first took an interest in deaf
children when she joined the Signing
Club at her school two years ago. The
cliib fosters better communication
between deaf students and nondeaf stu-
dents by allowing both to learn sign
language. She has put this talent to
good use by helping kids at the camp.
“Most of my deaf friends can talk
pretty good, but sometimes I can't un-
derstand them.” She adds that when

they “sign it out” she understands. Life ||
at the camp is fun, “but it’s hard getting |\

up in the morning,” she admits.

Brittany tends to the needs of handi- |
capped children by helping feed, wash, |/
and administer medication to them, |
among other things. She says she would |
eventually like to become a legal inter- |/

preter for the deaf. B

% James 0. Pope, 44, of 287 Carpen-
ter,a former janitor at Methodist
Hospital, is ‘well schooled when it
‘comes to volunteering. He yolunteers
20 hours a week at the Lester Demoni-
stration School at 320 Carpenter. He as-
sists in serving breakfast, running er-
rands for teachers in the mornings, and
in the aftéernoons serves as a hall moni-
tor uhtil school is out at the end of the
day. He works with Concerned Citizens
for Better Govéernment as a volunteer
for employment and program director.
He also does volunteer work for Dixie
Homes Resident Association, Black
Knights Cori). and Lester Community
Center, and is a sponsor of a citywide
youth group under the Black Ministers
Association.’ :
i : f

% Rev. Charles Morphew of Dres-

den, Tenn., describes the Dres-
den Thrift Shop as “kinda like a Wal-
Mart for poor people.” Seven churches
and five denominations are involved in
the operation, which has a board of di-
rectors including himself, a policeman,
farmer, plant manager, Baptist minis-
ter and Cumberland Presbyterian min-
ister. Mr. Morphew, pastor of the Grove
Hill and Olivet United Methodist
Churches near Dresden, says he helped
start the thrift shop about five years
ago. k¥

“We were going to do this in a small |

way, but it has mushroomed to ,to{ne-
thing else and we help all over nine
counties in northwest Tennessee,” he
says. “It's amazing how the people find
you from all over: It's great work, bt I
didn’t know it was going to be all this
much work.” i %

Lela Garlington is a reporter for The
Commercial Appeal. The Commercial
Appeal is featuring a thousand people
in the Mid-South who make life better
for others by their voluntary efforts. To

suggest people for this feature, please | '

write us with the nominee’s name, ad-
dress, phone number and a brief de-
scription of the nominee’s. volunteer
work. Mail to: A Thousand Points,of

Light, The Commercial Appeal, Box 364, |

Memphis, Tenn. 38101.
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Giving égid’to the victims
of Mother Nature’s fury

T HE Commercial Appeal is featuring
a thousand people in the Mid-South
who make life better for others by their
voluntary efforts.

Today’s points of light:
B

% Sue Francis of Bartlett has seen

the devastation of tornadoggs,
floods, tropical storms, hurrlcane:?
five states and a mud slide in Puetto
Rico. Mrs. Francis, 60, recently re-
turned after spending three weeks in
Houston helping flood victims recover
from Tropical Storm Alicia.

As a volunteer disaster specialist for
the Red Cross, Mrs. Francis goes where
she is needed. “We
see what we can do
. to -help them get.
their lives:back to-
gether,” she said. Be-
cause disasters don’t
fall strictly on week-
days, Mrs. Francis
and other Red Cross
volunteers work %
seven days a week, putting in 12 or
more hours each day.

When at home, Mrs. Francis finds
herself spending about 10 hours a week
working as a volunteer at the Memphis
Veterans Medical Center helping pa-
tients in the spinal cord injury unit
with their menus and shopping. Now
that her two sons and a daughter are
grown and her husband is retired, she
continues to help others in need.

% People living th the West June. &
tion and Walker Homes areas in
southwest Memphis know that if they
need something, they can call on Rosie
Mosby. Mrs. Mosby, 65, lets neighbors
who don’t have a telephone use hers. If
a hobo needs a meal, she'll fix him one.
If someone needs information on how
to take advantage of local or federal
programs for the poor or elderly, she’ll
run interference for them.

Mrs. Mosby cares for her husband,
Lee T., who suffers from kidney failure
and requires dialysis three times a
week. In her spare time, she volunteers
at Mitchell Community Center where
she oversees distribution of the com-
modity program. She’s also the past
president of the West Junction Con-
cerned Citizens group.

Even though the last of her 10 chil-
dren graduated from high school in
1980, Mrs. Mosby remained active in the
PTA for several years because so many

NFL

COUNTDOWN

Vikings vs. Chiefs, Aug. 12

parents were apathetic, “Yoli-just try to
do things that are right,” she said. “I
don’t think my conscience would let me

turn somebody down.”
% When Gwendolyn Rogers gets of
work as executive secretary for
the Shelby County Commissioners of-
fice each Monday night sim_can be
found trying to hash lout disputes as a
volunteer mediator for the court sys-
tem’s new citizens’ disputes division.
Whether she's meeting with a couple
having marital problems or neighbors
at odds over a barking dog, Ms. Rogers
tries to get them to work out their dif:
ferences. Ms. Rogers, 36, of Memphis;
has been mediating for the past 21»
years. She also recently signed up
counsel women at the

Abuse Shelter.

% Earnest Crawford, 74, is a neigh-
bor in Orange Mound that some

folks can’t do without. Although he has

arthritis in his shoulder, Crawford gets |
up early each morning when the gar- |
bage trucks run in order to wheel the {

carts around to the streets for those un-

able todo so. Although he doesn’tdrive, |

he also goes shopping or runs errands
for them. As a member of the Orange
Mound Senior Citizen Council, he’s in-
volved in the volunteer friendly visit-
ing program, checking on those who
arein poor health. Crawford is a retired

construction laborer who helped build |
the 100 North Main building and St. |

Jude Children’s - Research« Hospital,

ach year, Crawford raises a garden of |

eggplants, tomatoes, pole beans and
cabbage and gives them away to neigh-
b

ors and friends.
% On the third Saturday of each
month Ruth Burke and 11 other
women get together for the Stitch &
Chat Sewing Club. The women, who are
in their 70s and 80s, raise money to help
youngsters bound for college defray
part of the cost of tuition and books.
Because their eyes are not what they
were when the club was organized 39
years ago, only a few sew quilts. Aprohs
are made along with crocheted tissue-
box covers and houseshoes. Most of the
money raised now is through bus-char-
tered trigs they organize. Although
some of the women didn't get to finish
high school, Mrs, Burke of Memphis es-
timated the group has helped between
40 to 80 teenagers over the years. In ad-
dition, each year the club gives $200
each to LeMoyne-Owen College and
Lane College in Jackson, Tenn.

When, it comes to volunteer ser-

vice, Jerry Valentine, 35, of
northeast Memphis, gives at the office.
“I don’t look at myself as much of a vol-
unteer,” says the father of three. “It's
through the company that I'm in-
volved.” Employee relations manager
for Coca-Cola/Dr Pepper Bottling Com-
pany of Memphis, he serves with the
company’s Adopt-A-School, Whitehav-
en High School, distributing student in-
centive awards and presenting semi-
nars for seniors on job-seeking skills.
He teaches students how to prepare for
job interviews through the empliis
Volunteers for Youth Counseling pro-
gram. Valentine also is coordinator .of
the food pantry at his church, Mullins
Station Baptist. And he’s worked on the
March of Dimes telethon phone bank.

To suggest people for this feature,
please write us with the nominee's
name, address, phone number and a
brief description of the nominee’s vol-
unteer work. Mail to: A Thousahd
Points of Light, The Commercial Ap-
peal, Box 364, Memphis, Tenn. 38101.,
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Loss of son
spurred effoft
to help others

. By Jill Johnson Piper

Memphis Regional
Sickle Cell Cougcil
would be up a creek
without a paddleif it
weren’t for Thomas
C. Yates Jr.

Last month, Yates,
35, took a week of va-
cation to escort Mid-
South youths with
sickle cell anemia to Land Between the
Lakes. In addition to serving as one of
the coordinators for the camp, Yates
-acted as the waterfront director once
(campers arrived. He has taught them
' boating for the last five summers.

+ “They’re just as rugged as any kid, so
\yoli don’t have to handle them with
icare,” said Yates, who lost a son, Thom- .
«as III, to sickle cell disease in 1981. |
! His son’s memory is his motivation.

‘where he could have gone to camp, so
I'm trying to make a difference so that
.these kids can,” Yates said. He has also
served on the sickle cell council’s
board of directors.

Yates, a nursing assistant at Baptist
Hospital, lives with his wife and daugh-
ter in southeast Memphis.

Through the corporate neighbor pro-
gram at Baptist, FRIENDS (that’s Fun,
Responsibility, Individual Effort,

! “I had hopes he would come of age |

|| women of all races, ages and socioecoh-

Neighborliness, Dedication and Ser-
vice), Yates has also put in volunteer
hours on be-
half © of the
March of
Dimes and Big
Brothers/Big
Sisters.

Yates also
founded the
Shades of Eb-
ony Choir, a 25-
voice chorale
group with a
special out-
reach to nurs-
ing homes.
Most of the
singers are
. Yates’ col-
leagues at Baptist Hospital. “We adopt a
different nursing home each year, and
sing them Christmas carols and do a
black history program,” Yates said. The
choir is in its fifth year.

Baptist Hospital recognized him with
the Joseph Powell Humanitarian
Award for 1988, and he was among 91
nominees at the Volunteer Recognition
Luncheon sponsored by the Volunteer
Center of Memphis in April.

“When my son passed I just had this
burst of energy to do more and give
back,” Yates said. “It’s almost like I
promised him that I would continue to
try to make a difference because his life
was cut so short.”

Yates

Other points of light:

% Dinner was on Catherine Free- |

man when the St. Francis County
(Ark.) Food Pantry opened in 1982. Miss
Freeman, 79, used her own funds to
start the Forrest City emergency aid fa-
cility. “The Lord just spoke to my heart
and told me to dg it and 1 did it,” the for-
mer Memphiam¥gys of her operation.
The pantry serves 7}85 needy families
monthly and provides: 700-800 holiday
food baskets at Christmas. A member of
Salem Baptist Church, Miss Freeman
continues to coordinate the pantry
even though care of her 102-year-old
mother, with whom she lives, takes
more of her time these days. And she
also continues help with clothing,
medicinié and money f¥r the needy, and
“anything needling to.be done.”

Lynne Hennessey, 35, of Mid-

town, started a free support
group for battered women in 1987 after
learning that only one existed in Mem-
phis. She felt battered women needed a
place where they could share their
problems and express their feelings.
Once a week, she holds a mee‘ing with
battered women to discuss ways to deal
with depression, low self-esteem and

many other issues. The group also re- |

férs women to legal and financial ser-
vices. “One out of four women will be
involved .in an abusive relationship
orce in her life,” says Miss Hennessey.
“I think women who get involved in
abusive relationships stay there be-
cause they don’t see any other options.”

She adds that the program services

omic backgrounds. She has seen wom-
en leave their abusive spouses and con-
cludes that her support group gives
women the power to make effective de-
cisions that will protect them.

% “You think, what would you do if
someone put you in a country

where you didn't know anything,” says

Louise Stevens, wife of L. S. Stevens, -
speaking of the many Cambodian refu-

gees that she and her husband assist
through the refugee mission at High- '
land Heights Baptist Church. A retired

mother of three, Mrs. Stevens admits

that she and her husband get calls

through the niﬂht asking them to take

refugees to the dentist or hospital, goto

court with them, interpret their mail or

do various other tasks. Almost always a

translator accompanies the couple. “I

just like knowing that I'm helping

someone who needs help,” she com-

ments, but insists that their help alone

does not make the mission a success —

there happen to be many others who as-

sist the refugees.

+ Jill Johnson Piper is a reporter for
The Commercial Appeal. The Commer-
cial Appeal is featuring a thousand peo-
Ple in the Mid-South who make life bet-
ter for others by their voluntary ef-
forts. To suggest Dpeople for this feature,
Please write us with the nominee’s
name, address, phone number and a
brief description of the nominee’s vol-
unteer work. Mail to: A Thousand
Points of Light, The Commercial Ap-

peal, Box 364, Memphis, Tenn. 38101.

.
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Veterans helped
by a veteran
of volunteering

T HE Commercial Appeal is featuring
a thousand people in the Mid-South
who make life better for others by their
voluntary efforts. L

Today’s points of light: 4« =

When it \comes to veterans ser-

vice organizations, Cora A. Bell,
58, of South Memphis, is a veteran. In 13
years, the retired postal worker has
logged more than 2,600 volunteer hours
at the Memphis Veterans Medical Cen-
ter. )

Says Mrs. Bell of her volunteer work,
“Ijust enjoy doing it;
I'm a Christian.”

Her involvement
with veterans
groups came about
because her hus-
band, T. 0., is a dis-
abled veteran. A
member of the Dis-
abled Américan Vet-
erans Auxiliary and
American Legion Post 222, she works in

film worship services in the chapel.

She also helgs feed the elderly in the
Golden Friends program at Mississippi
Boulevard Christian Church, where
she’s a member, and offers regular as-
sistance for elderly friends and neigh-
bors.

% Steve and Louise Peckham, of
Midtown, could advertise their
Samaritan spirit as all in the family.
The owner of Steve Peckham Advertis-
ing, he offered his expertise when she
was president of the Maternal Welfare
League, lookirlg to increase the league’s
visibility in the community.

“And I do a lot of the leg work for
him,” says, Louise, 37, of his volunteer
assistance for friends, employees and
others in emergencies.

camping trips for boys and Second Pres-
byterian Church Sspecial education
classes.

“I believe God gives everybody cer-
tain gifts,” he says, “and I think He ex-

other people.”

Louise heads the Parents Executive
Committee at Grace-St. Luke’s Episco-
pal School and helped revive Second
Presbyterian Church’s annual Labor

children 18, 14 and 9, both count grati-

teer service motive.

the medical center pharmacy and helps:

pects us to use what He has given s for '

tude for family life blessings as a volun- |

Steve, 38, also volunteers for Kiwanis '

Day weekend Family Camp. Parents of

% Saralynn Turner, 31, volunteers ]

some real dives. But only
when no 'aswork for her own-scyba-
diving instrfiction and travel service or
teaching diving part-time at Memphis
State University.

“I think when you teach recreationy’
says the former upstate New Yorkek,‘q
“it's important that you teach "g‘omet |
thing that matters, too.” N ‘

Volunteer service takes her to |

*‘dives” at th&Memphis Zoo, where she |

feeds genguins three days a week, and |
the MSU pool, where she teaches kids
about diving and marine life. ,

“We're trying to create a situation
where they feel some responsibility for
the underwater world and have respect
for the creatures,” she says of her pro-
grams for children.

The penguins are fed underwater in a
pool to simulate natufal feeding condi-
tions, she says, a result of which is a
“happier penguin,” more inclined fo
breed in captivity. &

Thomas Fly, 33, of Midtown, was

— ¥ married just three days when he
broke his neck in a cliff-diving- acci-
dent and became paralyzed. Since en,
he has dedicated his life to voluffeer
service. Now, he is a wheelchair volun-
teer who works with patients at the

days a week. ”

He eScorts a dialysis patient to thers
apy and back, shops for him, and gets
his medicine. He says he mostly helps
old injury patients by shopping for
them at the commissary or doing their
laundry, but admits there are some new
patients who often come there trauma:
tized by unanticipated accidents. )

“I just try to mentally stabilize them
and assure them that this isn’t the end
of their life,” says Fly. pt e

He enjoys working with patiéfits be-
cause he has so much in common with
them and best of all, he can answer
their questions and calm their con-
cerns.

To suggest people for tlii§ feature,
please write us with the nominee’s
name, address, phone number and a
brief description of the nominee’s vol-
unteer work. Mail to: A Thousand
Points of Light, The Commercial Ap-
peal, Box 364, Memphis, Tenn. 38101.

Memphis Veterans Medical Center slx+
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By Jim Terrell,

Some charitable
causes in Parso
Tenn., are a howling
success because of
Barbara Carrington.
Through her ini-
tiative, volunteers
for the annual Deca-
tur County's World's
Largest Coonhunt
have raised $600,000 for St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital in Memphis.

brings to town 600 coonhounds and
their owners from 32 states for three
days in April.

“It's just a happening,” says the 49-
year-old grandmother and mother of
two. “It's hard to explain what really
happens. The whole community gets in-
volved.”

What really happens is a festival ful
of cooking, eating,
auction-bidding, wa-
ter racing, coondog
judging, coon
treeing — and fund-

raising.

The event runs
around the clock
three days, with

businesses and vol-
unteers working in
shifts to cook 22

i . Mrs. «
cases of chicken, 800 .
pounds of fish, 900 _Carrington

pounds of hamburger, 800 pounds of
french fries and nine barbecued hogs.

With her husband, J.A., who has been
president of the organization, she helps
with the food concessions, and she's
known for her persistence in soliciting
contributions for the event,

“I really believe in St. Jude. All the
hard work, it's all worth it,” she says.
“When we go down there to take the
money, it makes it all worthwhile. You
see all those children and you hope one
day they will find a cure.”

From January through April, the
event is nearly a full-time volunteer as-
signment, in addition to her job as sec-
retary at the family business, Parsons
Motor Parts.

And with a brief break, she's back
working with worthy causes. Her latest
effort is Helping Hand for the Under-
privileged, which she and Sherry Kee-
ton founded ip 1987 when a civic ©
dropped its Christmas shopping spree
for needy children.

The friends solicited enough funds
from businesses and individuals to buy
gifts for 75 youngsters and holiday din-
ner baskets for 30 families. While Help-
ing Hand continues as a holiday pro-
gram, they see it evolving into an oper-
ation that provides emergency assis-
tance for individuals and families.
SOOther points of light in the Mid-

uth:

.

% Almetta Patterson devotes part

of her day to the children who
live in the Hill View Village Apart-
ments. She’s been doing it ever since
the complex near, Memphis Interna-
tional Airport got an activity room al-
most three years ago. “I can’t work like I
used to, so I just go down to be with the
children,” Mrs. Patterson said. “It
makes me feel better, and helps keep
the kids out of trouble.” Mrs. Patterson,
aided by several volunteers, organizes
a variety of activities for Hill Village
children, including a May Day festival,
the Hill View Twirlers baton twirling
group, a king and queen contest, “Just
Say No” poster contest and a weekly art
class. Once a month, she also volun-

The 14-year-old hunt, which she™ youngsters and helps them 24
helped launch as a civic club project,’

Festival benefits sick

teers to distribute commodities to
needy Shelby Countians. “We are just
doing what we can to help keep the chil-
dren out of trouble,” she said.

17, but he's

% Mark Kingsley is o

old enough to be c#flled coach. A
senior at Kirby High School, Kihgsley is
the youngest certified Special Olympics
coach in Tennessee. He was certified
when he was 14. He has been a volun-
teer with Special Olympics for the men-
tally and physically handicapped for

‘seven years and has coached for five

years. He attends state meets with the
urs a
day. “I enjoy it. It makes me feel better
about myself,” says Kingsley, who lives
in the Hickory Hill area with his par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. John Kingsley. His
inspiration for volunteering comes
from his brother, 27, who has Down
syndrome. This congenital condition is
characterized by moderate to severe
mental deficiency. In the summer Mark
also volunteers for two weeks at a Spe-
cial Olympics camp. .

%Community service for Joyce
Turner, 39, can be a thing of

beauty or a fright. The Germantown
woman has been a volunteer with the
Miss Memphis Scholarship Pageant for
12 years, including producing and di-
recting the show, and the Miss Liberty-
land Pageant for four years. And she
also is a volunteer witch, serving treats
for students in the Avon Elementary
School special education program at
Halloween. A legal secretary, she helps
with the Memphis Jaycees Letters to
Santa program, which gives food and
gifts to the needy, and she does volun-
teer work for LeBonheur Children's
Medical Center and St. Jude Children's
Research Hospital. “It is self-satisfac-
tion' helping the less fortunate,” says
the divorced mother of two children.
Ms. Turner also hosted a girls’ fast pitch
softball tournament for the German-
town Youth Athletic Association.

% Emmet Joyner, 52, twists and
shouts (and scrounges) for com-
munity service. “I got a debt I gotta pay
my master,” says the officer in the
Memphis Bop Club, whose dances to
"50s and '60s music benefit charities.
“I'm what you call a scrounge.” Joyner,

hildren

a salesman who lives in East Memphis,
can sell a cause to a potential contribu-
tor, too. Among items he’s scrounged
are fork lifts, conveyor belt sections,
44,000 pounds of soap for the Memphis
Food Bank, $55,000 in building materi-
als for Dismas House, and medical care
for a needy girl. “I know a lot of people
and I ain’t bashful,” he says with a
laugh of his collection successes. A
member of Second Presbyterian
Church, the grandfather of four also
has raised funds for the Dream Factory
and a medical iission for Central
Church. And he's been a fund-raiser for
the Bop Club, which plans a benefit
dance for United Cerebral Palsy in Sep-
tember.

% Rose New calls herself a “young-
at-heart, middle aged mother of a

28-year-old son.” She lives in the Klon-
dyke community home her great-
grandparents built in 1894, and where
she, her son and her mother were born.
With those roots, it's no wonder the for-
mer Miss North Memphis was ecstatic
when the Free the Children program
became a catalyst for the resurgence of
her neighborhood. Mrs. New is the wid-
ow of Nelson New, a Memphis Police De-
partment homicide detective who
drowned in a boating accident May 29,
1960. At the time of his death, she was

regnant yith her son, Eric New. Since
ate Janua?y, Mrs. New has been active
in the Free the Children program, serv-
ing on a volunteer neighborhood board
and an economic development commit-
tee. She spends #tme tutoring neighbor-
hood childrent, and on Saturdays she
heads a story hour for children at
Friendship Baptist Church. Mrs. New, a
retired elementary schoolteacher, now
works as a distribution clerk for the
U.S. Postal Service. She is also active in
Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority.

Jim Terrell is a reparter for The Com-
mercial Appeal. The Commercial Ap-
peal is featuring a thousand people in
the Mid-South who make life better for
others by their vdluntary efforts. To
suggest people for this feature, please
write us with the nominee’s name, ad-
dress, phone number and a brief de-
scription of the nominee’s volunteer
work. Mail to: A Thousand Points of
Light, The Commercial Appeal, Box 364,
Memphis, Tenn. 38101.
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Volunteer answered:
the call of the wild

By Jill Johnson Piper

in a zoo, as a text-
book example of the
species volunteeris
domesticus.,

A 10-year veteran
of the Memphis Zoo-
logical Society’s
(MZS) board of di-
rectors, Ms. Ostrander, 40, was instru-
mental in resuscitating the MZS, broad-
ening the zoo’s range of educational
programs, and soliciting the corporate
funding that will partially underwrite
upcoming improvements to the zoo.

“I think the zoo is about to turn the
major corners in terms of expansion
and making the changes that anyone
who’s been to the zoo in the last 40 years
would have suggested,” said Ms. Os-
trander. .

Under her leadership, the zoo's sup-
port group began growing in numbers,
showing profits in the gift shop, and
sponsoring ambitious trips to the
world’s wild kingdoms. Among the sFe
cial projects she has coordinated for
the tourist attraction is the zoo’s natu-
ral history travel program. The wildlife
safaris have taken groups to Australia,
the Amazon, China, and lately, Kenya.

“Right now we're about to take a
group scuba diving in the Cayman Is-
,lands. The curator of the aquarium will
go, and I will, too. What we have tried to
do is provide an opportunity not only to
take people interesting places, but also
to take someone from the zoo staff
whose expertise enhances the trip,”
she said.

Ms. Ostrander, a first-grade teacher at
Willow Oaks School, became a zoo vol-
unteer after attending a teachers’
workshop there 11 years ago. Although
she has stepped off the zoo’s board for a
while, she says the safaris she made
fueled the fire for her next cause ce-
lebre.

Maybe _Pat Os-
trander does belong -

“l want

am-looking for a way fo make a signifi-
cant-contribution to help the general
population develop an awareness of the
environment. The zoo was a way for me
to become much closer to my interests
in natural history and the world
around me. Having been to the Amazon
rain forests, the Great Barrier Reef, the
plains of Kenya — in those places the
delicate balance of our planet is much
easier to understand. On the Galapagos
Islands is where it really came home to
me that we have to be aware of the con-
sequences of everything we do.”

Other points of light in the Mid-

South:
% Short distance was the call for
Mrs. Louise Bridges, 46, of East
Memphis, to volunteer in 1988. A su-
pervisor for South Central Bell, her em-
ployer for 28 years, she headed Bell's
community service program, Tele-
phone Pioneers of America, last year.
The group’s motto is “Answlering the
Call of Those in Need,” but at first there
were few calls. “The ideas came faster
than [ could accomplish them,” she says
of the start of her term. All-You-Can-Eat
lunches and a Winter Clothing Drive
for the homeless, a party at the VA hos-
pital, and Hug-A-Baby Day at LeBon-
heur Children’s Medical Center were
but a few of her projects. “My parents
were elderly and I was raised poor in
the country,” she says of the impetus
for her volunteer spirit. “I can relate to
those who don’t have shoes to wear or
food to eat or to senior citizens who are

so lonely and feel forgotten.” \\
% A small effort by a few Fayette
County churches to help a needy
family pay its, utility bills has blos-
somed into Fayette Cares, a coalition of
volunteers and civic groups led by Si
ter Andre Bindewald, a Roman Catholic

nun. Three years ago, the group had
about a dozen volunteers who put in|

to devote some major .
amounts of time to the environment. 1

¥ i 4 SE
Zoo volunteer Pat Ostrander

tion’s diréctor two years ago. The dozen
or so original voluntetrs has grown to a
force of about 300 people. A turning
point for the group was the Jan. 19, 1988,
tornado that struck Williston, killing
three and injuring 16. Because Fayette
Cares was already organized, it “just
rolled right into” being the disaster re-
lief for Fayette County. The organiza-
tion runs a clothing store and food pan-
try, offers shelter and utility assistance

and has a shelter for transients and the |
homeless. Fayette County residents are |

“right there and ready” to help others,
Sister Andre said. “You find a lot of
goodness around,” she said.

Jill Johnson Piper is a reporter for
The Commercial Appeal. The Commer-
cial Appeal is featuring a thousand peo-
ple in the Mid-South who make life bet-
ter for others by their voluntary ef-
forts. To suggest people for this feature,
please write us with the nominee’s
name, address phone number and a
brief description of the nominee’s vol-
unteer work. Mail to: A Thousand

two or three hours a week, said Sister \ Points of Light, The Commercial Ap-
Andre, who was hired as the organiza- \ peal, Box 364, Memphis, TN 38101.




Better to work @

than to criticize

Pat Carter describes himself
as a “behind-the-scenes mover.”

“My job,” he said, “is to inspire
somebody else to do something.”
Whether that is to stay in school
or go to college or become an as-
tronaut, Carter is there when it

ts.
coun “I think it's
- 1 easy to sit back
M and  criticize,
i rather than

volved and be-
! ing . criticized
g for\what you
R do.”)
Carter, 50,
‘I who .bought a
Memphis Pon-
Carter tiac dealership
nine years ago,
said his involvement in civic ac-
tivities comes from a desire to
make Memphis a better commu-
nity in which to live.

Carter is particularly interest-
ed in reaching children. “Educa-
tion and youth. Those are two
things that will get my attention
more than anything else.”

That’s why Pat Carter Pontiac
has adopted Graceland Junior
High School. “Last year, we do-
nated almost $10,000 in scholar-
ships. One youngster is in prep
school this summer. She’s study-
ing with kids all over the
world.”

During a recent auto show,
$20,000 was raised for the Ronald
McDonald House. In addition to
raising money, Carter is a board
member for the Chickasaw
Council of the Boy Scouts of
America and a deacon at Middle
Baptist Church in Whitehaven.

Carter also hopes to inspire
youngsters to becomé€ astro-

nauts, which is why his dealer- - :
ship participates in the space <></ )

program in Huntsville, Ala.

Name of nominee: .

getting in:

N

His or her address:

Nominee's phone: home (___)

Here's what this person does to help others:

Realtor cares @
about homeless

At work, Realtor Pat Morgan
shows and sells prospective
clients $100,000 homes. On her
own time, she tries to convince
the homeless to take advantage
of the Memphis Day Shelter

where they can bathe, eat a meal
or change clothes.

Ms. Morgan,
50, also is help-
ing organize
150 to 200 peo-
.4 Dle to join a na-
. #'tional march
8| oh - Washing-
ton for the
homéless Oct.
7. In addition,
g she’s helping

plan a Sept. 9

walkathon in

Memphis."

“The people who are no longer
homeless, who are stabilized
and well enough to go will be go-
ing” to Washington, she said. Lo-
cal and state housing activists
will join the group. “This is not
going to be just a ragtag bunch.
We're getting together a strong
lobbying effort ... because we
want housing and we need it
now.”

Getting people to help with
the homeless sometimes is hard.
“I stay on the phone constantly,”
she said. Sometimes, she admits,
her insistence borders on har.
assment: “I pull everything out
that they’re willing to give.”

Because many of the homeless
have alcohol or_fiental prob-
lems, Ms. Morgan has been push- |
ing local and state officials to
fund a detoxification center.

Already, she’s found doctors

Morgan

' who are willin% to volunteer
S

their time. As it now, if some-
one begs for help in getting off
drugs or alcohol, she said, “It’s a
four- to six-week wait to go into
treatment.”

For the past five years, Ms.

' Morgan, who is the divorced’

mother of three grown sons, has
lived downtown where many of
the homeless gather on park

. benches and alleys.

“It keeps me in touch with
what I'm doing and why I'm do-
ing it and who I'm‘doing it for,”
she said.

Staff Reporter Jill Johnson
Piper contributed to this story.




;Rev. T. O'Neal Crivens, 42, pastor of Greater Mt. Zion Baptist

akes kids with sickle-cell anemia camping, and sérves on the
Church Health Center and the Memphis Health €enter boards,

Bank president | Siore now shelter |

counsels teens  for homeless §)

Don Stone was full of good in- If only other watershed deci-
tentions in 1984,

sions were as clear as the mis-
ab‘g{}f ihtée?g;%gbgrgre‘&ssﬁta;%)g sion that came to Barbara Mo

; ) ment, founder of the Seek the
e Achuol # altern?;ivsen?ggg:‘: :R Old Path Homeless Shelter.

; . “I was doing a lot of church'
{é;l:jedhtg Stior;) work, putting on programs that

weren't really useful. God let me
bgén N,I,g{lzi know these streethfeople needed
:eer me,” said Mrs. Moment, a 44!

't,” " year-old mother of six who de- -
g%%ifg;;,rt scribes her occupation for thej
A later, another| last 15 years as simply “evange- '

g ! st.” !
- ;‘;g‘ﬁ:ﬁn pag The name of the South Mem- |
\ speech by the Phis shelter came to her in the !
‘ sgme woman. sameé revelation as the idea Of;
Stone “She was V- Starting it. . : :
ing a talk and she said several of ‘TheILord Siilt‘;? mei;lhléthﬁ?élf ;
you said you were coming down, When i dW?IS S 1218) his Barots |
including Don Stone, and you God told Jerem : h'sp:raps }
never did,” Stone recalled. Em- had strayed away IT)OHL i e )é 3
barrassed by his previous fail- and for them to 8‘; ack an ? 1
ure, he said, “I was out there at {)‘;‘;;hftfomg patvt:'iz;smoefant; gocﬁ :
4 at day.” Dack 10 .the way } _.
11'I§htaht wasyfour years ago and cﬁ“f‘i?-ﬁ%sglg itgle (t)tlli P;égp}g
Stone, who is president of Sim- ?a ‘{i‘ ionni)ee d ping
mons First National Bank of e\%lhy % Moiient's Iathes
Jonesboro, is still giving his 1ed el?is B8Ghest to her Was &
gchord convmfe teenaggrs gr?)fitable c<;1rner grocery store
m B inns CheOOIe't tl;{?t Sv';ehafg on Sardis. Instead of taking over
oL ;‘{;‘3) ;ﬁo ﬁa\}e the real po- the family business, in 1986 Mrs.
?é}xft?al to go,” he said. Moment turned the building

The other day, Stone said he into a men’s dormitory with 10| |

i
noticed that one of the students beds. Last Iig_eclemb;er, 3}149 a%eﬁgg !
was washing the windows across 2 Second shelter for Nt |
the street. “I just walked over to and children. Both shelters o 1
hug him. He's been drug-free for fea;?:?xﬂ?;a; );lle“;lg;;‘% dded fwo |
ﬁ?l%‘é‘i;g%:;z%}(s' paam e transitional hoties to the Seek |

‘ for the Old Path network of !

he Ch“d’g“a,.?gocﬁiﬁ;‘.ggg{; shelter. “If it seems like they’re:
Stonle;lcouE?ledren — ones who really trying to do something to |
have been abandoned or who Pull themselves out of poverty, |
have never known the comforts W€ let them stay t}}ehrde li&gl_g
of having a real home or ones three tC} dSUF months,” Mrs. :
who have little or no care be- mi}“ sa Momeht's  miilsty |
cause their parents are alcoho- 18, tob with putting & toots
lics or drug addicts. “I get tears doesn't sto P 4 y

i over the heads of her flock.)
about 1t e said. 8 ' YU Since the sheltets are affiliaied |

; with her church — Seek for the
bl Sgonehuéagagux;iogig ’;i.t{; 0Old Path Holiness Consecration
YO]I;“;?({;S 4 time with those Church — she ministers to the:ir
igenggers who are starved for af- spiritugl ;“ii‘}g ai hv;ex:l ;tfef:fso
fection and attention: “Weought {1 & 1 Eonneet thets with jobs,
o s aribuie o de cc’a'mmunltyg vocational training, counseling
U Cont—— and education’. No one is ever re-
fused because of financial hard-
ship, and residents share the
housekeeping chores.

Mrs. Moment estimates she
has fed and clothed over 350 peo-
ple with nowhere else to go. )

“They’re (the homeless) just
people who are really down and
out and need a helping hand td,
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Building homes
brings rewards
Driving nails and han§ing

sheetrock isn’t everybody's idea

of a great way to spend a Satur-
day, but it’s Al Walton’s,

During the week, Walton sells

: mmm C2rdiac equip-

ment, and he

construction
business.

One - Satur-
day a month,
Walton,
dons a hard-
hat as the vol- |
unteer project |

manager for a

house Habitat
Waiton qr Humanity
is building in Rossville.

Habitat for Humanity is an
ecumenical Christian organiza-
tion devoted to providing low-
cost, nonprofit housing to low-
income lgl)ieople'throug out the
world. Each house is built by
volunteers, and the prospective
owners put in 500 hours toward
its completion. -

“At the end of thé constriic-
tion period, there’ll be a ceremo-
hy dedicating the house to God
and the people it was built for,”
Walton said. “They'll sign a no-
interest mortage for a $30,000
house with a little over 1,000
Square feet. The idea is to help
them help themselvés.”

Walton became involved last
year when his church, German-
town United Methodist Church,
agreed to take responsibility for
building two of the houses in the
Rossville area. Each house re-

1 quires a fund-raising effort to se-

has a smalll

41, |

dreams cin take the’;‘l,j Mr. Cri-
vens said.

The essence of the program is
drei about 10 1;:ait‘ neiighborhood childred
drugs is not the way to reach — known in
thegl, says Rev, T. g’Nea‘l Cri- CISCO Kids ( $
yens, pastor of Greater Mt, Zion Slogan, Community In Service g
Create Opportunities
y 10’ doesn’t make Mentors, or role models who at

or 15-year-old kid tend six-week training sessions.

project lingé as the
from the coalition's

) — with

way Mr. Crivens sees it, a

is on welfare, and mentor’s positive €xample may
have more in

she’s willing to loo judgment than the neighbor-
hood déaler. ;

Mr. Crivens’ concern for Mem.-

fluenceon a child’g

youth is not confined to the
Last month, he

65 children with chronic

sicklecell anemia on a week:

g at Land
served as

the camp
8.

“Most are inner-city children;
some from s

holds, and many who've never

ingle-parent house-

, 100,” he said.
. Crivens serves on the

boards of directors of the Mem¢

Regional Sickle Cell Conp.
he Church Health Center;,
overnors of
emphis Healt Center. He
father of

given so much and re-
S0 much from my parents
commini-
to give something back.
too many young black
te professionals do not
to help out. My question
W do you escape your

W“ v ?"‘ - i y -
I cure enohgmnéy to build thy
house and on-site stpervision.

" One hotise has been completec
| and occupied, and the second i

' ready for sheetrock and exterio
“8iding.

. "It's real rewarding, I didn’
realize how much so unti] |
worked on the last one,” Walton

(Said. “Just &s a helper, driving
nails and installing insulation,

WJt's amazing the benefits you get
out of it yourself because you're

éactu‘all'y contributing in" some

itangible way to this program.

+ "I think one of the neatest
!hings about it is that it's not a
qharlty situation. g‘his 11‘8 }mlping
people to u e their own
standag-d of va%ag "

¥
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‘Aunt Gertie’ tries-to'serve

By Jill Johnson Piper

WEST Helena, Ark.,

would not be the

place it is without

Gertie Wells.
~ She is the kind of °

heroine that Frank

Capra’s movies cele-

brated: unassuming

humble people who
have no idea how
many lives their own have touched.

At 75, Mrs. Wells has been a union
president, a companion to the elderly
and a senior citizens’ advocate. She
once bowled her way to Las Vegas.

Nearly every day, she takes someone
to the doctor’s office, the grocery store,
to pay their bills or to church. For those

- who can’t get out, she delivers. “That’s

just the way my grandparents raised
me, way down in the hills at Tuscaloosa,
Ala. The Lord has blessed me so much;
that if anybody needs anything, I do
whatever 1 can do. A lot of people -
youn,
Mrs. Wells said.

Most of the town knows her !s Ahnt
Gertie or Grandma Gertie.

As president of the local 1ntem8-

* tional Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union -

for 20 years, she negotiated the first

~ contract for employees of Helena

Sportswear Compang After 26 years .
with the company, she retired in 1979,
only to begin a second careet as a vol- -
unteer advocate for the elderly.

“I'll never have time to do an I got to
do,” she said. On weekends she is a com-
panion to a woman who has Alzheimer

er than me can't even get up, e

diseadd “She is a Christian ind 1 atn
too, and if I read The Bijle to her for

hours she still doeSn tw me to tht,"
Mrs. Wells said.

Rep. Bill Aléitaﬁde ‘iﬁ Ark5 sent
her to WaShm n fot u‘?:onference on
aging:

“The sta fe p es, but
when I came back wastmub d Isaid,
‘What can 1d0?"S¢’l made a scrapbook

and pit it in the Brary, se that who-
ever was. appoint t time
would have somethlng o Q by’ -
She also started a sen Or “citizens’
bowling league called “Young ®at
Heart.” The league has about 18
members, and next month the women
bowlers will travel to Little Rock for a

women's tournament. Mrs. Wells, w?ﬁp “gver done,” she says. “It has been my

bowls 145, has bowled in Las Vegas.
She has three children an
grandchildren. “I'm a long ways from
perfect, but I just try to serve the Lord
as humbly as I can,” she says
Other points of lighi

% ago with & group of about 60 girls
at Craigmont Hi ’% School interested in
helping others. Today Craigmont Tééns
in Action includes t oys and nﬂrhbers
about 220 students.

“We try to do what anyone asks,” says
Mrs. Stone, an economics and computer
teacher who lives in Cordova. )

To date they’ve raised more than
$10,000 for St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital, established a $500 scholarship
* in the name of & member who diéd of
leukemia and raised money for the He-
mophilia Foundation and Cancer So-
ciety. The students always have some-
thing planned — car washes, M&M

eight

Shll‘ley Stone startéd six years‘ {

sales, a mistletoe dance and Christmas
gift-wrapping.
“It’s been a privilege to work with
these young people,” she says. “I hope it
“helps them assume effective roles as
adults.”

When Arline Pelton, 66, retired
from teaching and working with

“‘computers, she felt she had skills that

might be of benefit to someone or some
group. Aquinas Colle§e in Nashville
took her up on her offer. For the past

- year, Ms. Pelton has taught two classes

a week, held special seminars for nuns
and teachers and Written programs for
their library, invéntories and person-
nel records.

“It's the most rewarding thing I've

love. 1 enjoy the association with stu-
dents.”

Ms. Pelton adds that she likes to help
those who are afraid of computers to
conquer their fears: “It's rewardmg to
see a face light ug with knowledge.

Another way she has helped the col-

“ four old ones, the college now has 20
“new AT&T odels thanks to Ms. Pel-
ton's help in rranging the donation.

Jill Johnson Piper is a reporter for

* The Commercial Appeal. Other writers
" have contribuited to these profiles. The
newspaper is featuring a thousand Mid-
Southerners who make life better for
others by. their voluntary efforts. To
suggest people for this feature, send the

lege is by obtaining tomputers. From-

nominee’s name, address, phoné num-_

ber and a brief &
nee’s volunteer to: A Thousand
Points of Light, The Commercial Ap-
peal, Box 364, Memphis, Tenn. 38101.

cription of the nomi-

|
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Organ Transplant Fund '
yields gratifying service

T HE Commercial Appeal is featuring
a thousand people in the Mid-South
who make life better for others by their
voluntary efforts.

Today’s points of light:
g Three years ago, Tammi' Dyar
Hollis, 31, chaired a benefit din-
ner-dance for the Organ Transplant
Fund “because my husband volun-
teered me to do it.” The event raised
$25,000, and her association with the
nonprofit group got off to a profitable
start. ¢
“I became involved from that point
on,” says Mrs. Hollis, who lives east of
Germantown. “It's a
wonderful organiza-
tion, which was
founded in Memphis
to raise money for
organ transplant
candidates. e're
the group that
raised the money for
little Cashin Pope’s
liver transplant.” :
Last May she became chaitman of the
board of the Organ Transplant Fund
after serving several years as a board
member. The group has raised more
than $3 million for more than 100 trans-
plant candidates in 15 states since its in-
ception in 1983. j
“It’s gratifying to see how people will
give to this cause,” Mrs. Hollis says.
“The outpouring of love and concern is
amazing.”
She also heads the alumnae advisory.
committee for Pi Beta Phi at Memphis

State. She enlists members into the vol-'

unteer ranks for the Organ Transplant
Fund, such as their recent work with a
SK run to benefit the group.

The wife and mother of three sons,
she was a docent for the Ramesses exhi-
bition and is a Sunday school storytel-
ler at Second Presbyterian Church.

% Tenn., began his involvement in
Cub Scouts four years ago as an assis-.
tant leader for his son’s den. Today the
S0-year-old factory employee is Cubmas-
ter of the West Carroll Cub Scouts, co-
ordinating the activities of 50 boys in
five dens.

“Scouting is a wonderful activity for
boys,” Singleton says. “It keeps them oc-
cupied and gives them the opportunity
to learn new skills. I plan to always be
involved in it.” ' | 4

Robert Singleton of Atwood, .

He oversees den ixeetlng‘s, pack meet-
ings and various fund-raisers. Hé re-
cently took his pa¢k to Henry, Tentii., to
participate in a Ctboree, which was at-
tended by, 650 Cub Scouts.

Sushn gteém‘y of East Memphis

. became a Girl Scout adult volun-
teer in 1982, whé heé twin girls joined
a troop.’i’ day lﬂ's ory, S1, an at-
torhey, is rés‘idéntel::{o the Tenn.-
Ark.-Miss. Girl Scout Council, which
oversees hundreds of girls in the three
states and their troops’ programs. She

‘has served on the board of the council
. and as Balmoral service unit director.

“We are reaching out to“girls who
have not been served by Girl Scouts in
the past,” she says. “We have recently
established programs for physically
and mentally handicapped girls, inner-
city girls, and girls from rural areas.
We are trying to give them the oppor-

_ tunities they wouldn’t otherwise have,
. such as canoeing and sailing instruc-

tion and other exciting programs. Girl
Scouts also teaches them how to make
sound, healthy decisions for them-
sélves, which wé hope will help in the
areas of teen pregnancy and drug

< abuse.” = g

Mrs. Gregory i§ also proud o6f the és-
tablishmént of a women’s network,
which includes 100 business and pro-
fessional women in the area. These,
women became involved in Girl Scouts’
to provide visible role models for girls.
They speak at meetings and allow girls
into their workplaces to show them_
that “girls can do anything.” = = .
Louise ‘Bobbie’ Smith Ccares
abotit her neighbors in the High |
Point Terrace area of Memphis.

“If we don’t watch out for each other,
then this is a sad world,” says the 70-
year-old real-estate company owner. As
president of her Neighborhood Watch
program, she makes herself available to .
anyone in need. She helps the sick, the |

-lonely and those in financial crisis. ,

_ “1care about people and do whatever d
I can to help them,” she says. “I certain-
ly don’t do it to receive any glory.”

To suggest people for this feature,
please write us with the nominee’s
name, address, phone number and a
brief description of the nominee’s vol--
unteer work. Mail to: A Thousand

Points of Light, The Commercial Ap-.

peal, Box 364, Memphis, Tenn. 38101.;



Retiree’s service knows no borders

By Mary Lou Brown

Thomas R. ‘Buck’
Hicks’s wheels have
little time to cool.
That’s because he
spends most of his
time on the road
helping others.

Once a month,
Hicks, 67, of Frayser,
takes burned or crip-
gled children to hospitals in Galveston,

exas, Cincinnati or St. Louis.

“They have to go back for periodic
checkups or plastic surgery,” he said. “1
belong to the Shrine and found out
about this through the hospital staff.
We use the Shrine Hospital van. Two of

us go on each trip to drive. It's about 13 »

hours to Galveston. We generally try to
take two or three patients and a parent
on each trip.”

Hicks, who took early retirement
from Metropolitan Life Insurance com-
pany 10 years
ago, says vol-
unteer work
comes easy.

“I just feel
like there's so
much out there
to do,” says
Hicks. “If you

retire and

you're in good

health, you

shouldn't be

bored. There

are too many

things that

need to be Thomas Hicks
done.”

Hicks volunteers at Methodist Hospi-
tal one day a week. He watches for pa-
tients coming in to the admissions desk
or leaving the hospital. He takes care of
their luggage, gets wheelchairs for
them and helps them get to their trans-
portation.

He is also on call for the Metropolitan
Inter-Faith Association’s (MIFA) meals-
on wheels program. If someone doesn’t
show up, he fills in as a substitute to de-
liver meals to the elderly.

“I have one friend whose wife has
Alzheimer’s,” said Hicks. “He can get
out but he can’t leave her alone, so a lot
of times I'll take him to the doctor. His
wife and I'll sit in the car or just drive
around while he’s inside.”

To heli) finance mission trips, Hicks
spends his “ Eare time” driving around
the city picking up aluminum cans.
Through the Volunteers in Missions

L

“Sto

Program, he traveled to Costa Rica to
help build the foundation for a fellow-
ship hall for a 100-year-old Methodist
Church. After an earthquake in Mexi-

co, he traveled there to help clean up

the rubble. ‘ .
For the International Mission Fellow-
ship, Hicks returned last week from his

second trip to Haiti, where he helpet i Eaise

repair deep-well pumps for an outpa-
tient hospital, replace a pump_and re-
roof a mission home. TN
“You get down there and see how des-
titute those people are,” he said. “You
really feel like you're helping them. I
saw little 7-year-old kids walking a half-
mile down a hill to a spring with two
gallon jugs — one on théir heads and
one in their arms — to bring water back
to their homes.”
Other pointsf light:
LT
Bill Carrier I H
“help dthers.to give or be a part
of the community,” = o

b by

RS
An example at API Photo Incixhé has

used his skills most recently'in produc-
ing a five-minute film for the -Boy
Scouts. A former Eagle Scout, Carrier,
39, made a similar film three years ago
to get boys interested in summer camp.

“I find joy in giving something back

to Scouting,” the Central Gardens resi- -

dent says. He has also done promo pub-

lic service announcements for Crime .
Xets, the Memphis Symphony,:
, Save the Children, United Way .

and Neighborhood Watch, among oth-
ers. Three have won awards.
g For 38 years Vera Nelson has
been actively involved in good
works at her church, Martin Memorial
Temple CME. She has conducted mis-
sionary work and worked with the
hungry, sick and disabled. Until back
problems forced her to stop, Mrs. Nel-
son was a familiar sight at the food kit-
chen and, with Church Women United,
worked on the Penny-a-Day program

for the poor.
She has been president of the Well-

ington Street Neighborhood Associ-

ation. Mrs. Nelson visits sick neighbors

and takes food she has prepared.
“I'like helping others who need help

and who need spiritual guidance,” says

Mrs. Nelson.
% Alove of animals motivates Ruth
Cox, 50. President of the Mem-
phis Humane Society, the Raleigh resi-
dentdrives with emergency supplies in
her car in case she finds an animal in
need. She works on Saturdays answer-
ing phones, notifying the ambulance
driver to pick up injured animals, ar-

l'fxoi)es his efforts

ranging for medical treatment and ap-
proving pet adopters.
“Animals ask so little, but what they

+ give is infinite,” says Ms. Cox, who

works ,at International Paper. At IP
she’s on the Volunteer Advisory Coun-
cil, and helps coordinate activities
throughout the company. Projects in-
volving senior citizens are another

“Ilike to go see them, talk to and read
to them. They are great!” she says.
% H. H. ‘Dutch’ Akers is the general

chairman for the Federal Ex-
press St. Jude Classic. He started his vol-

unteer work 16 years ago.
. Akers devotes 20 hours a week to

oversee a paid staff of four people and

tHé volunteers involved. He coordi-
nates the relationship with the corpo-
rate sponsor, Federal Express, St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital and the
Professional Golf Association tour.

“I like to do it because I think it does
good for St. Jude and it puts Memphis in
the front. We're-'the only nationally

- televised event from Memphis every

year that's on a major network. Besides
K{ro_;noting the hospital, it promotes
emphis-and the community.”

For St. Jude, the tournament has
brought $2.5 million since the hospi-
tal’s establishment 27 years ago, Akers
gid.mlé'ast year; the classic raised

Peggy Strickland takes children
at St. Jude Children’s Research

. Hospital into treatment rooms when

they receive chemotherapy. As a volun-
teer, she found the children didn’t

‘need her as much in the play area as

they did during treatment. There, she
wipes away tears and holds them when
they’re frightened.

In return, she gets the love of chil-
dren and their families.

“Ijustlove children. I've made a lot of
friends with the families, children and
people who swork there,” she said.
“There’s one little §irl who is very spe-
cial to me, and her family has become a
family to me.” .

For Ms. Strickaﬁd, time spent at St.
Jude gives her lots of kids she can call
her own, she said.

“We can all do sométhing to help.

' Time isan important thing to give. It'sa

g_ift of love,” she said.

Mary Lou Brown is a reporter for The
Commercial Appeal. Other writers
have contributed to these profiles. The
newspaper is featuring a thousand peo-
ple in the Mid-South who make life bet-
ter for others by their voluntary ef-
forts.
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Volunteer serves rural children

By Mary Lou Brown

Minnie L. Bommer,
49, of Covington,
Tenn., saw a
and did something
about it. She is the
co-founder: of" Tri-
County Children
and Family Services,
Inc., in Covington.
The organization's
purpose is to provide services for Afri-
can Americans and others in four rural
counties in Tennessee — Tipton, Lau-
derdale, Fayette and Haywood.

“I have a godchild,” said Mrs. Bom-
| mer, who is chairman of the board and-
\ director of the agency. “Her sister was
. born with multiple handicaps and
' there were no services available for
. her in the four-county area where we
| live. In trying to find help for her, I
' came to the re- -

. alization that
there were not

‘only no ser:
vices for her
but there
weren't ser-

| vices for other
children in the
rural areas.

“Leroy Shaw,

who at that
. time had been
director of
Head Start for
13 years, and I
were talking
over lunch
about things that needed to done in the
community. He said, ‘Why don’t you
start an agency. I'll help you.” That was
in August of 1982. From August until
March we identified other people who
felt like we did and we formed e orga-
nization in March 1983.”

Since then, Mrs. Bommer has started
one program after another to benefit
the community. The organization pro-
vides jobs for 22 people at its center. It
has a teenage pregnancy prevention
program for 13-year-olds. It provides
services for preschool handicapped

Minnie Bommer

children at its center or at home.

It offers after-school child care for
students ages 6-9. It has created a youth
services center which provides tutor-
ing, counseling and a boxing program.
A child learning center provides day-
care services for children 2-5.

The center has parenting training to
improve socialization skills for parents
and toddlers. It has a child-abuse pre-
vention program. Through an outreach
workers })rognm the center provides
services for high-risk pregnant women.
It also has a job placement service for
various program participants.

Despite her involvement in these pro-
grams, Mrs. Bommer finds the time to
be actively involved with the Rural
West Tennessee Minority Affairs Coun-
cil, Tipton County Volunteers,.Tipton
County Alliance for a Drug-Free Ten-
nessee, Tennessee Department ol Men-
tal Health/Mental Retardation Blac
Child Advisory Council, Tipton Coumy
NAACP, and the Tipton County Depart-
ment of Human Services Victory Board.

In 1983 and 1985, she received the
NAACP outstanding service award.
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity gave her its
1987 Dedicated Public Service Award.
In 1988, she received the Leadership
Award from the Center for Health Ser-
vices at Vanderbilt University. The
Tennessee Black Caucus of State Legis-
lators awarded her a certificate: of ap-
preciation in 1988. £ :

Other points of light: k

h “I feel volunteering is a must,”
says Barbara Holt, 50, of Nonh
Memphis. “Even though there

many helping n;:nﬂu in Memphis,
community can’ without vol-

unteers.” five years, tho Postal Ser-
vice account representative chaired
the Postal Service employees’ campdgn
for the United Way. This year s
worked with other government agen-
cies during the United Way drive.

She has been an active volunteer
with Mission Possible in Midtown since
its inception 10 years ago. She works
with its outreach progrum counseling

“anyone who needs it

A member of Flm Baptist Mt. Olive
Church, Mrs. Holt works with youth
groups there and minist the sick

and shut-ins. She al:o performs commu-
nity work in her Douglass area neigh-
bor ood.

“It's rewarding b know that the Lord
can use us in many ways.”

Bartlett L rs, 73, of East Mem-
phis, uses Bis skills as a former
schoolteacher in his volunteer works.

Through the Mémphis Brooks Muse-
um of Art; he takes reproductions of art
to public and vate schools and
teaches the childfen about them.

He' was, formerly a volunteer art
teacher in the Memphis City Schools
through the Memphis Arts Council’s

“artist-in-residenge’” program.
lemphis Literacy

As amember
Council, Lub! . has tutored more
thagl&people the “each-one-teach-

helps test people

h is a “Baptist by
pfmgessxom" The motto he reads
every morning while shaving is: “I

shall pass through this world but once;
any good therefore that I can do, any

kindness that | show, let me do it
now; I'shall notpass this way again.”

Then he goes into the community

to practice the % regularly

to two nursing; ere he plays

(the piano and th; residents to sing

along with him{ He teaches a Sunday

School class at home.

from:the Post Office in 1980,

T 30years henow fills his days with

ple tothe grocery store, doc-

tor” s ce and other appointments. He

is active in hls\chnrch ar He:

Baptist, and i community neigh-
borhood watcn 2
His prot on is volunteerism

and his s&roe time is spent volun-
teering. Allen k is director of com-
munity services for the Memphis
chapter of the American Regd Cross. He
is also president of the Memphis Area
Association of Directors of Volunteer-
ism.

Almost all of his hours away from the
job are spent working with persons
who have AIDS and with organizations
that have been set up to help them and

NS

Dear Mr. Linder:

help our neighbo:rsa\
& That is why‘”l"

_all those involve
- continuing series {m n

storiea coming

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 25, 1989

I have often said that, in America, any definition
of a successful life must include serving others.

A successful life means that we're civic partners,
not islands unto ourselves -- that we are measured,
not by the sum of our possesstons. .but by how we

" : ¢
p‘leased to congratulate you a.nd
The Commercial Appeal's"

'. 3 ',4;

efforts help jlmprove the lives of others.
your colleagues have displayed ar responsibility

toward your commumty that degerves the heartfelt
thanks of all your fellow citizens.

God bless you, dod bless Amenca. and ‘keep those

Sincerely, o A

Vgl

d*fduals whose volunteer
You and

You have mine.

-

President Bush praises Mid-Southerners for their voluntary efforts.

to inform and educate the community
about AIDS.

He is secretary and on the board of
ATEAC, Aid to End AIDS Committee. He
helps design and publish informational
material that is distributed through
ATEAC. He also publishes AIDS Update,
a quarterly newspaper. Ten thousand
copies of the newspaper are distributed
in the community.

His most recent venture was co-chair-

person of “Heartstrings,”
tour to benefit ATEAC and the Mem-
phis AIDS Coalition.

Mary Lou Brown is a reporter for The
Commercial Appeal. Other writers
have contributed to these pm!ilefj. The
newspaper Is featuring a thousand peo-
ple in the Mid-South who make life bet-
ter for others by their voluntary ef-
forts.

a national 3
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Voluntg/ggzs

By J‘ill Johnson l‘iper

Charity begins in

vell Mitchell, a 34-
yearold computer
salesman who's mak-
. ing a difference in

“There are
enough clothes in
people’s attics to
clothe the whole city. There’s enough
food in people’s refrigerators to feed ev-
ery hungry person in Memphis. If we’d

problems we have now,” said Mitchell.

Following the death of a friend a few
years ago, Mitchell befriended his
friend’s young widow and eight chil-
dren. At first, it was just going to be
Christmas presents for each, but pretty
soon, he was taking them f and
clothing regularly.

At Mt. Moriah East Baptist Church,
Mitchell leads the men’s Sunday school
class, whose special ministry is to the
boys in the church family.

“We've got several people there who.

are single parents, and they've got
young boys they’re trying to raise. Sev-
eral men and myself take it upon our-
selves to do things with them,” Mitchell

said. Sometimes it's horseback riding,

or taking in a movie.
L “Whatever you do for them they’re

: iver-
the attic, says Mar- ot R B 4

the lives of children.

learn to share, we wouldn’t have all the -

are willingto s

&, 7 |
ﬁick éd fo death. Talking to them is a big

issue. A lot of times they need some-
body just to listen,” Mitchell said. He’s
also involved U—

view Commu-
nity  Center,
where teen-
agers_can  get
everything
from a haircit
to advice on
college. '
Mitchell and
his wife, Le-
delle, livé in
Germantown
with their four i
children. He's
just — doing . | Mitchell
what’s neces- ; - ;
sary, he says. “I realize I've been blessed *
and I'm just trying to
we can share some of that.”

“

When their area began & Neighbor-
hood Watch eight years agéj Mrs. Leop-
ard, 56, was elected captain”It is a job
she takes seriously. She and her hus-

band, 58, a retired police officer, are

available 24 hours a day for emergen-
cies. “If a neighbor needs us, they can
call day or night,” she says. She also
shops and provides transportation for
the elderly widows who live on her
street. If a neighbor is sick or recently

T T T Y T e ey

: L8
kit WA e Gospel message, even though I
*. don’t have my own church.”

Dorgthy and Keith Leopard of
Sea Isle Road mm'ﬁ_e_ip%ﬁbrs.

. The Commercial Appeal. Other writers

e

home frpm the i]os?ital, Mrs. Leopard
providés meals unti the friend is well.

When Dr. Charles Skutt, 73, re-
tired after S0 years as a Southern

_ Baptist minister, he missed the contact
- with his parishioners.

- 'That void was filled last May when he

volunteered to_léad the weekly devo-
. tionals at St. Francis Nursing Home.
“Prior to His coming, devotionals were
“‘not held on a regular basis and atten-
.dance was spotty. Now, 20 to 35 patients
“and some staff gather every Tuesday

for Dr. Skutt’s service. Even the pa-

. tients who don’t seem to iinderstand

+.the words he speaks light up with big

‘smiiles when he shakes their hands.

" “It's a wonderful feeling to know I'm

. being 18éd to meet the spiritual needs
* of these people,” says the Germantown

resident. “They seem to appreciate it so
much, and it’s a way for me to present

. Jill Johnson Piper is a reporter for

have contributed to these profiles. The
newspaper is featuring a thousand peo-
ple in the Mid-South who make life bet-
ter for others by their voluntary ef-
forts. To suggest people for this feature,

_ please write us with the nominee’s

name, address, phone number and a
brief description of the nominee’s vol-
unteer work.  Mail to: A Thousand
Points of Light, The Commercial Ap-
peal, Box 364, Memphis, Tenn. 38101.




’Mr;.‘wﬁ her 12-clown entou-
€ visits _tho - ch :
{t’lgoﬁg‘{xou'( ﬁﬁ»’ ar, ' presents

cheer and assistance 11ow

to ailing child

By Steve-Gal’tthv ;

L

It usually takes so lit-
tlesto make a suffer-
ing child happy — a
pizza birthday party
or the silly shenani-
gans of a smiling
clown. P
,mu&yhlfjtm‘n‘s_;s
happy to help sic
youngsters and
their families at St. Jude Children'’s Re-
search Hospital, Le Bonheur Children’s
Medical Center and the pediatrig floors
of other Memphis  area itals
through two organizations sh& found- -
ed: Love Unlimited and the Clown
uad

~Kuhns, 42, of 519 Princeton Cove
in Memphis, said she founded the
Clown Squad of
St. Stephen
United eth-
odist Women
in 1973, and
Love Unlimit-
ed in 1982, to
provide a

ter

because she re-
members a
long, unplea-
sant  hospital
stay she en-
dured at age 4

after a kidney Mrs. Kuhns
operation.

“1 know w 's like for a child to
spénd a ionE time !n EM . she
sal%. “It’s really tough.

Ruhns said h

and having birthday and Christmas
parties. They also visit area nursin

It was during the clown visits that
Mrs. Kuhn kept hearing chaplains, doc-
tors, social workers and nurses talk
about how certain patients or families
had special needs that they just could
not afford because of the medical bills.

“Ithought that in a city this big, there
must be some way to meet the needs of
these children,” she said.

Love Unlimited, a nonprofit organiza-
tion of about 100 donors and volun-
teers, spends about $8,000 a year help-
ing children and their families to buy
wigs, rockers, medical equipment, ar-
range a trip to a concert or provide piz-
za, a present and decorations for a
birthday party for a child who is hun-
dreds of miles away from home and
friends.

Few people know about the organiza-
tion. All the items or services it pro-
vides are given to the patients by the
hospital staff. Mrs. Kuhn said Love Un-
limited tries to ﬁrovide whatever a doc-
tor, social worker or chaplain thinks
would help a family. e family,
strapped by huge medical expenses,
simply needed a blender to help feed a
child through a stomach tube and they
got what they needed.

Beverly S. Bell, a secretary at St. Ste-
&hen United Methodist Church, said

rs. Kuhn still sees to every request of
Love Unlimited herself, organizing
whatever must be done in each case.
Mrs. Kuhn said she is never afraid to
draft her husband, Fred, or their chil-
dren, 15-year-old twins Kim and Kevin
or 11-year-old Amanda, to help.

Love Unlimited funding comes from
its list of donors and volunteers, mem- -
orial contributions, and from fund-rais-
ing projects, Mrs. Kuhn said. - . %

Mrs. Kuhn is also a member of the La-

———year goal for upkee

ren, families
€1.4

o St(.}.lude. a volunteer auxiliary.

Other points of light: ;
% For Tim Joyce, 30, of Raleigh, vol-
unteer service is a grave con-
cern. Joyce is president and a founder
of the nonprofit Raleigh Heritage Foun-
dation, formed fi oration and pres-
ervation of the hist Raleigh Ceme-
tery. Evolved from tHe;1986 Raleigh
Homecoming Committee of which he
was chairman, the foundation has dealt
with ownership, vandalism and erosion
roblems. ''In order for us to be success-
ul” the Raleigh native dnd busines-
man says, “we have had to cbme togeth-
er as a community, then go to leader-
ship...” for financial aiysuch as $5,000
from the city thkt will g0 to build a re-
tainer wall, But three years into a five-
of the blufftop
‘ cemetery at old Raleigh-LaGrange and
East Street, the 20-30 member group is
“pitifully short on money.” Joyce, a fa-
ther of two, is a member of Raleigh’s
Ogtimlst Club, Community Council and
Christ United Methodist Church.
1
% “I feel as if I've saved my own
life,” says Mrs. Claire Cummins,
of East Memphis, who suffered breast
cancer and now speaks to different
groups about self-examination and
treatment for the disease. For 16 years
she has been a volunteer with the
Reach to Recovery Program under the
auspices of the American Cancer So-
ciety, which allows volunteers to visit
breast cancer patients on a one-to-one
basis. A registered dietician, Mrs. Cum-
mins has been state coordinator of the
program for three years. She founded
the Memphis Area MastectomyAssocia-
tion (MARAA). 12 years ago to continue
the efforts of the Reach to Recovery
‘Program. “It's an educational program,
Itgives me a great deal of satisfaction to
see so many lives saved. I love it,” she
says. Mrs. Cummins received the Ter-
ese Lasser Award from the American
Cancer Society for outstanding service
and contributions service to Reach to

Recovery.
% Dr. Darryl Tukufu, 40, is con-
cerned about decreasing the
number of black teenage pregnancies.
An advisor to Male Connection, a pro- |
%ram in conjunction with the Memphis |
rban League, the sociologist helps
adolescent males who are unwed
fathers and some who may be at risk of
being unwed fathers. In his sessions
with the men he puts together question- ||
naires to compare the differences’
between unwed fathers and men who
are not fathers. . “I think that people
have to concentrate on themselves. It's
going to be hard for them to excel when
they are concentrating on children and
they are children themselves,” says the
East Memphis resident. Tukufu has also
done motivational speeches for the
Memphis City Schools about careers, at-
titudes, self-development, sexuality,
education and crime. “I am a product of
a single-parent home and I was in-
volved with gangs at a young age and |

 knew that a life of crime ‘Would not

work,” he says. “I try to use my own life
‘ experience. I want to be a positive role
model for African American males.”

Steve Gaither is.a reporter for The
Commercial Appeal. The Commercial
Appeal is featuring a thousand people
in the Mid-South who make life better
for others by their voluntary efforts. To
suggest people for this feature, please
write us with the nominee’s name, ad-
dress, phoné number and a brief de-
scription of the nominee’s volunteer
work. Mail to: A Thousand Points of
Light, The Commercial Appeal, Box 364,
Memphis, Tenn. 38101. y
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‘ Pg wal
Athlete gives childrén.
opportunity to compete

Vv

‘, T HE Commercial Appeal is featuring

a thousand people in the Mid-South

. who make life better for others by their
voluntary efforts.

Today's pointsz( light: g
*

: % Gary Steifier, 46, helps kids who

! can't walk outrun their handi-
caps. Vowing “never to run alone

' again” after pushing a disabled child in
a wheelchair on a five-mile run in 1979,
he's logged more than 2,400 miles with
handicapped children as his partners
in 150 competitive races. “From that
point on I've never raced without a
child in tow because of the feeling I got
from running that
race,” says Steiner,
quality control man
ager from German-
town: Through hos-
pitals and agencies
for the handicapped,
he gets partners,
ages 7 to 17, for races
in which they usual- :
ly are the only push-ride teams entered. |

triathalons and wheelchair runs in sev-
eral states, including Hawaii. Triatha-
lons also involve towing a child in a
wheelchair behind his bike for the race
and in life jacket and rafts for the swim.
In 1985 he swam across the Mississippi
River with a child in tow in a ra?t.
Steiner, a father of two and twice a
grandfather, has become a spokesman
for handicapped children. “One child I
+ just raced with slept with her trophy
for three days,” says Steiner, a Central
?hurch member. “That’s what I'm feel-
" ing.”

Vv ;
% For more than 10 ye{rs, East
Memphian Marguerite Douglas

has dedicated her life to saving the
lives of the unborn. Mrs. Douglas, 53,
mother of five, founded a nonprofit or-
ganization called Memphians for Life
that works to educate the public about
abortion. “Memphians for Life is an as-
sociation for pro-life organizations in
the city to work together to raise the
consciousness level of the peo%e about
life in the womb,” she says. Working
with the pro-life movement has been a
very rewarding experience, she says.
“It has given me more than I have given
it because I've been able to see the true
beauty of the human gpirit.”

% Carlisle 8. Page, 79, of Midtown,
keeps alive an interest in histor-
ic Elmwood Cemetery dating to his boy-
hood. President of the board of direc-
tors at the grounds, where three or four
generations of his family are buried,
' Page has devoted time to Elmwood’s op-
eration and appearance since 1962. “It’s
the self-satisfaction of seeing Elmwood

improve not only financially but to-
gether with trying to create the 3eauti-
fication of it, that's my reward)’ the
Memphis Horticulture Society member
says. Page, whir'retired from4he IRS in
1971 but still has private business inter-
ests, declines a saldry at Elmwood,
where he founded the Dudley East

Business Association Neighborhood,

Watch. A father of two and twice a
grandfather, he also does volunteer

work with the Rotary Club, Christian,

Fellowship for the Visually Impaired
and individual efforts to help needy
children. {
vV
% Needy people and pets are the
concern of Deborah Mathewson,

39, of Whitehaven. “I have a need to:

help others,” she says. “It gives me a:

1ift.” For 14 years she has worked to pro-
tect animals from abuse and neglect. As
a volunteer for the Animal Protection
Association (APA), she distributes li-
terature on low-cost spaying and neu-
tering programs and assists in fund-

rs for the organization. On her

raise
flis teams have efitered mArathons oW time, She tAkes in abandoned ani-

mals, nurses them to health and finds
homes for them. A community volun-
teer and church worker, Mrs. Mathew-
son has delivered Meals-on-Wheels to

o

elderly citizens for four years and chap- .

erones underprivileged children on
field trips an
United Methodist Church. She says she
is instrumental “in getting them in-
olved with the life of the church.”

% Linda l!{te, 24, has worked with

retarded and handicapped indi-

-viduals for nine years through the Spe-

cial Olympics. “When I was younger I al-
ways wanted to work with the handi-

capped. I saw a notice for a camp spon-.

sored by the Memphis Association of
Retarded Citizens and decided to go to
the camp-and hel&out," says Ms. Pate,
who has lived in Memphis all her life:
“That’s how I got involved with these
people and for the past nine years I've
been coaching in the Special Olym-
pics.” Ms. Pate, who hopes to attend
medical school at the University of Ten-
nessee, Memphis and become a sur-
Eeon, says she has learned a lot through

er experiencé. “These people teach

you the meaning of love and let you see
what is really important in life. They

have made me what I am by showing me

To suggést people for this feature,

please write us with the nominee’s

name, address, phone number and a
brief description of the nominee’s vol-
unteer work. Mail to: A Thousand
Points of Light, The Commercial Ap-

peal, Box 364, Memphis, Tenn. 38101.

to day camg at Grace ,

what really matters — love and caring |
for one another: It's that simple.”

o
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life.”

Megel
< Salvat
_dren’by

e day a week

after school, 17-year-old Gract

of Germantown works as a volunteer at th
ion Army Day Care. She works with the chil.\
tutoring them, helping with birthday par-

¥
tion. They help me

ties, and taking the children on
field trips. “I think it’'s fun to .
work with the children and to
help them,” says Miss Megel,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ken-
neth Masterson. A senior at The
Hutchison School, she got in-
volved in the volunteer pro-
gram at the Salvation Army
about a year ago. She had been
a volunteer at nursing homes
since she was 16. The day care
children are special, she says:
“All they want is love and atten-
to remember the real things in




By William C. Bayne
Staff Reporter

For Inde-
= .pendence
Day, The Com-
mercial  Ap-
peal’s search
for a Thou-
sand Points of
Light in the
Mid-South fo-
cuses on military personnel.
Some 6,000 military and civil-
ian employees work at defense
bases and other facilities in the
region. ;
Volunteer work among this
group is “impressive and an as-
set beyond measure,” said R.
Adm. James Cossey, theé top-
ranking officer at the Memphis
Naval Air Station in Millington.
“In my visits to my commands
across the country, I have seen

"

T

Lt. Col. Paul F. Smith, 41, of the Corps of Engineers, gives a pep
talk to members of the Raleigh Presbyterian Church T-ball team,
for which he is a volunteer assistant coach.

—le 417 !

Military'Volunteers
enrich communities |

unteers

large commitments by our peo-
ple, both uniformed and civil-
ian, to volunteer their talents
and time in helping their local
ctommunities,” said Cossey, who
came to-Millington as chief of
naval technical training after a
stint as commander of U.S. Naval
Forces in Japan.

Cossey and his wife, Beth, this
year received the United Service
Organization’s top award for vol: !
unteer work they did in Japan.

In the Mid-South, there are
volunteers from all major ser-
vice branghes.

What do these volunteers do?
Much the'same as other citizens.

“These activities run the gam-
ut from school partnerships like
Adopt-a-School and Saturday
Scholars to charitable activities |
to coaching Little League,” Cos-
sey said.

Please see LIGHT, Page A11
By Jerry Holt

Light

Love for children

came from father

Lt. Col. Paul F. Smith thinks
his enthusiasm for young people
and coaching came from his fa-
ther, who coached and taught in
Arizona for 35 years before retir-
ing. f

“1 pickéd it up from him. H
loved what he was doing and I
love being around young peo-
ple,” he said.

b
Smith, 41, is the engineer of- 48

ficer for the U.S. Army Engineer
District, Memphis. He has
served in that capacity for al-
most three years.

. He lives with his wife and
three children in Raleigh, but
for the first year after his return
from overseas, he lived in hous-
ing at the Memphis Naval Air
Station at Millington.

“I was a volunteer bus driver,
picking up the kids to attend
Catholic Sunday school services
at the base chapel,” he said.
“That was a real kick — seeing
the kids every week and listen-
ing to what they had to say.”

He now serves as the lay minis-
try pastor at the Church of the
Ascension on Raleigh-Milling-
ton Road north of Yale in Ra-
leigh.

“Tlike to help and I like tobeel
that what I'm doing makes a dif-

ference,” he said. Being a lay 1

minister for a Catholic church is
not thé same as being a lay min-
ister for some Protestant congres
gation, he said. _

“We always have a priest
handy,” he said.

He works as an assistant coach
for his son’s T-ball baseball team
at Raleigh Presbyterian Church.

“It’s not just the fundamentals
of the game you have to teach,
it's the culture of baseball.” -

Helping herselt

by helping others

Navy air traffic controller Su-
san Murrag, 36, helps herself by
helping others.

“I do it for myself,” PO1 Mur-
ray, who works at the Memphis
Naval Air Station at Millington,
explained in a conversaton

.about her community service.

“That may sound selfish, but I
think you gain so much in seek-
ing and meeting new chal-
lenges.”

She’s an ac-
tive member of

HEn i siasti®
"Support. It’s a
local group
that provides
volunteers for
organizations
on and off the

Murray base. Through
ACES, she has worked for sever-
al organizations in the Memphis
area.

“We had a ball operating the
concessions stands for Les Pas-
sees Children’s Center last year.
We worked all the football
games and also the Monsters of
Rock concert at the Liberty
Bowl.”

She’s also helped with the Sal
vation Army’s Angel Tree Pro
gram at Christmas apd as a vol
unteer timekeeper for a youth
swim meet at Memphis State Uni:
versity.

“I think there’s always a lot of
self-satisfaction from the knowl

Susan

edge that you are doing some

thing to help someone else,” she
said. “There’s also the camarade
rie in working with others for ¢
common cause.”
{ The ACES worked many hour:
with the Federal Express Christ
mas Basket/Mile-O-Dimes  pro
gram. Miss Murray said that wa:
amopg her most rewarding ex
periences. “There was, so mucl
todo and so little timeé to getit al
done. It was a great thing to be
part o™ g¥' ¥

She grew up'in' Jamestown
R.I., & small island communit)
near Newport. “We did a lot o
volunteering in Jamestown,
she said, “and both my parent

t s
| faction from meeting people and

talking with them. “Our society'

is such that we seem to want to

overlook our elderly citizens.

We do a lot for some people, but
- ‘we want toshut off the elde{ly as
if they didn’t exist.”

Lending a hand
 to the elderly

technician at the Air Force hos-
pital at Columbus Air Force
Base, Miss., founded a handy-

man program that 1
to the elgerly. g

said it took about 100 hours of

unteer Program. The group u

; sSes
volunteers from the Colu‘;nbus
bage to do yard work, minor re-
pairs and other home mainte-

nance for older people wh ;
help themselve§ A ocant

. Pllolltand said he has enlisted 5
volunteers since the pro
began last October. iy
Holland, who comes from
Youngstown, Ohio, and is ar-
ried to a paralggal, derives s tis-
\

Sgt. Sam Holland, an X-ray

From idea to action, Holland

work to form the Care Team Vol- |

Care Team are
found with the

lumbus social

rqakers Ser-,
vices and the

gram.

Holland

been Very appreciative of our ef-
forts,” he said. “Regardless of

what the jobs h
clientele
work,

think I'm doing pretty good for
myself, and I wanted SOgme way
tci) tgyw'e" something back to so-
ciety. +

“That's thé way this started
off. More lately, I've been havin
so much fun at it that it se
like I'm just doing somet

S
for
myself.”

“Clients” for

help of two Co--

reer Air Force man. “At 23,1

. set good examples for me. The
were always involved. It’s kep
them young and energetic, an
'if you're involved, you projec
that outward.” S s
Miss Murray was the sailor ¢
the year for both the Naval Ai
:Station© and the Mid-Soutt
“Navy people havé huge oppo!
tunities to engage in voluntee
projects,” she said. You lear
something from all of them.”

(\

.

A agencies — the
Trinity Home- .

Retired Senior :
Volunteer Pro- |

“They have !




‘ Embty né;t did

By Jill Johnson Piper

The empty nest syn-
drome hit Donna
Schores after her
two sons left home
for college. New to
Memphis by virtue
of her husband’s
transfer here, she
sought ways to be-
come involved in

the city.
She soon acquired a meal delivery

route for the Metropolitan Inter-Faith
Association, and she has driven it for
eight years. Every Thursday, she deliv-
ers 18 meals to homebound elderly. At
Christmas, she fixes special baskets for
them.

Mrs. Schores is also a gifted fund-rais-
er.

As co-chairman of the 1987 Le Bon-
heur Children’s Fund Drive, also
known as the gold tag campaign, she
was instrumental in the raising of
$500,000 for Le Bonheur Children’s
Medical Center. In exchange for a dona-
tion, contributors receive a bumper
sticker reading either “Memphis,”
“Germantown,” or “I Love Kids.”

“Contributions can be as little as $5,
or we had some for as much as $10,000,”
she said.

“I've just always been interested in

children.”

Through Germantown United Meth-
odist Church, where she is president of
the Women of
the Church
group, she tu-
tors exception-
al children
who need chal-
lenges they
can’t get in the
average class-
room.

She also
sings in the
church choir.

Mrs. Schores
was a volun-
teer guide at
the Ramesses
the Great Exhi-
bition. 5

She and her husband, David, a vice
president at Procter & Gamble Cellu-
lose (formerly Buckeye), have lived in
Germantown for 10 years. They have
two sons and one grandchild and are
expecting another grandchild.

Mrs. Schores seems to thrive on giv-
ing of her time and would be loath to
cut back. :

“1 guess I couldn’t give up one,” she
said. “They’re all equally important to
me.”

Other points of light in the Mid-
South: .

bnd

Mrs. Schores

Avén 27, /158%
Retired' libfarian Angeéla Mulli-
kin, 69, makes “thyme” to Serve
her community. She’s president of the
80-90 member Herb Society, which
maintains an herb dgarden at Memphis
Botanic Garden and earlier this month
presided at an educational herb sympo-
sium. ;o - ;

“The incentive of the Herb Society
was tremendous in helpitl)& todevelopa
good herb garden,” says Mrs. Mullikin,
who lives with her husband, Harwood,
in East Memphis. “We share plants; we
learn from each other.”

A charter member of the society, she
also belongs to the Horticulture So-
ciety, American University Women and
St. Michael's Catholic Church, where
she is an Altar Guild volunteer. “I like
to be with other people, to work with
other people, and to help other people,”
she says of volunteer service that in-
cludes work at the Dixon Gallery and
Gardens in the gift shop and as a gar-

den docent. i

% Harold E. McRae, 54, principal of
Westwood High School, does as

much as he can to “promote the welfare

. and benefit of children.” This includes

making the learning environment a
better one by picking ug paper through
the halls, clearing lunch trays and even
palntin%e 3 ’
What began as an idea to paint his of-
fice turned into a team of volunteers
painting the entire gym, including the

University,

B S o it e S . S e PO R

2Rt

‘ages 4-7 is rewardin
" tive influence. I don't criticize them or

n’t lééve empti;_ﬁart

ﬂ 38 visitors® locker room, “I thought it was

a good idea and the kids were excited
aboutit.” . s .. 3

Candidly referting to the students of
Westwood High School as “my kids,”
McRae says he is available to volunteer
for any worthy community project.
McRae and his wife have one daughter.

% Phil Bowen, 31, of Bartlett, en-
joys sports and working with
youth. Bowen, who has children aged 2,
6, and 7, has served as tee-ball director
for the Ellendale United Methodist
Church Athletic Association for the
ast two years and has coached soccer
or the past three years with the Bart-
lett Junior Pros.

“I have always been involved in
sgorts, and I enjoy watching the kids as
they grow and improve through the
course of a season,” says the former
Ohioan. Bowen, an assistant terminal

* manager at Overnight Transportation,
also hel

d rebuild two baseball fields
&t the Ellendale church.
/ He says that working with children

. “I try to be a posi-

be hard on them. I Build on what they

ts::n‘ do and not what they can’t,” he
ys. :

Jill Johnson Piper is a reporter for

‘The Commercial A}Z)eal, The newspa-
o

per is featuring a thousand people in
the Mid-South who make life better for
others by their voluntary efforts.

. For Eddie Moore, 21, playing football gives him
~the chance to play a leadership role in the commu-

nity. Moore, a senior free safety for Memphis State
has spent his free time the last two

years talking to young people
about drugs and achievement.
“I'm no superstar by any
means,” says Moore, who came
to Memphis from Panama City,
Fla. “T just try to give kids a
positive influence and role
model and give them insight on
things they may need to know
about. Basically this summer
I've talked to a lot of kids, try-
ing to build their self-esteem. I
tell them that there’s no retire-
ment plan when you do drugs.”

'| Moore, who worries about his two younger broth-

\ /|, ers'back home, says he loves kids, but that won’t

¥ k'eep_them off the streets. He says they need com-
'| munity support and adults must make that first

. i| step. “I struggled, but I had loving parents,” says

Moore.
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Black history get

By Mary Lou Brown

‘;Although‘, Hattye .
' Thomas Yarbrough,
-67, of Covington,

. Tenn,, voluntm in -
. meny ways, she says

her rl!o and jody" :
.18 developing radio :

rograms for Black ’
. © History Week. :
. . "“Phis started back
in 1969," she sald. “It grew ont af a chal-
lenge from Alpba Kappa Alpha Soror-*
ity, a service organization [ belong to. I .
went to a conference in Dallas and I left
there with the ¢hallenge of going beck
to_my community to ?Ill & n that
wasn't belng dons, .o
"I approsched the owner of a radio
station nCovjnflon.M idea was to get
some bits and pieces of news of contri-
butions = by
Afro-Ameri. -
cans on the air-
during Febru.
ary's Black His-
“toty Week. In-
stead, he gave
us 15 minutes
sach day for
three days.’
That has
grown. This
¥ur we had
iva 3c-minute
shows, All five
shows were

then r:g:ated Hatiye

on Saturday.
"We present Yarbrough

ummnﬁ perannalitise in the commnnity
as well as outstanding persons from
cutside the area. During the February
celebration, we sponsor two public pro-
grams at our church to help meet the
geeds of Afro-Americans In 'ripton'
ounty.” ;

Mrs. Yarbrough, who retired in 1983
as librarian of Covington High School,
understands the importance of read..
ing. In 1988, she helped organize a book:
club with 14 other women from the Tip-

ton County srea. "We buy books by
black authors about black children and
slvo them to the Tipton County Libra
uring Black History Month " she said,
. Mrs. Yarbrough ls serving her second
five-year term as a commissioner of the
Covington Housing Authority. When
she retired, she became a8 member of
the Tipton County Litarac; Council.
Twice a week she tutors a 74-year<old
man who 13 learning to read. She lives:
close to public housing and tutors sev-
eral neighborhood children.

Although Mrs. anbrou&hﬂspsnds s
ng

lot of time during the year elder-
l{' peogle to the doctor and drugstore,
she believes even more of her time s
needed during the holidays. Aspartof a
misgionary circle at her church, she
spends her own money to make “care

ackagea” I:x;soo le in nursing homes
and other needy folks in the area, .

iy

: cally a people person,

One summer Mrs. Yarbrough wes

- asked by Alfhu Kappa Alpha sorority's

ration Blg Sister program to tell dis-
vant childrer whet she's done -
with her life. Lo

] was a role model,” she sald. "Hope-
fully, what 1 did would make an impres-
sion on them," .

Other points of light:

David 'Mcmu;:{u world re-
volves around rople. “I'm basi-

he said. "I en#loy

people. Plug, ! drive a blg van and that
5etn me invelved in a lot of activities”
or 10 years, he has worked as a volun-

teer at the dﬂm Center. In addition to .

helping coordinate {ts annual Crisls
Ceriter Run, he uses his woodworking

akill to make various repairs at the cen-

ter, Using hlé photographic telent,
McDougal, 37, doee work for the Boy
Scouts, for Tom Hackenberger's Muscu-
lar Dystrophy Christmas Show, and oth-
er community events, During the Na-

~ tionsl Orpamental Mstal Museum’s "re:

al works as & volun-

ir day,” McDo ,
e has done different

eer Cl'thﬂnﬂn.

! types of volunteer work for the Mem-

phis Humane Soeclety, including trans-

- porting hurt or sick animals to emer-

gency rooms. Durlngthe year, McDou-
fnl brings needy and homalase people
nto his home for shelter and food,

, while he helps them find a place to live.

Wy

Kathlesn Gréaney of East Mem-
phis has beernt interested in Bgyp-
tology since she was a child. When the
Ramesses the Great Exhibition came to

- Memphis in 1987, she immediately vol-
‘ unteered. For flve months, she gave

more than 200 hours to the event and
says she wonld “ha vninntesring today

*if the exhiblt were still here,”

“Our job was to help make the exhibit
a positive and fun experience for ite
vlait‘:nl-sl,";she s: g “Th;ti'a 'llho klpd of
wor @, ma peopls happy.”

Ms, Greaney i %o 8 voliinteer at the
National Ornamentai Metal Mugeum
and at Dixon Gellery and Gardens,

8am T. Wilxn of Arlington says

he is just part of 2 amall-town ef-
fort, "When you live in & amall commu-
nity, you try to help ouit wherever you
see a need,” he says. '

The 69-year-old merchant heips the
sic eldetlf and underprivileged with
food, clothing snd donations. Por 40
consecutive years, he served Arlington
as alderman, then mayor. He ratired in
1987, “This is how it is in a amall town,”
he says. "You congratulate the births
and sympathize the deaths and help out
whenever you can.”

When Joe rﬁlon, 67, of northeast
Memphis, retired in 1982, he did
not want to be idle, “J] needed some-
thing io do, 8o 1 decided to voluntear at
Methodist Hospital North,” he says,
Asone of five “key men” in the hosp!-
tal, he takes patients 1o therapy, X-ray
and helps them get admitted and dis-
charged. He has volunteered weekly

saboost '

* {8t Church, '

. store and Arts {n the Park.

4

for seven years. Pyron ls also én ucnvui‘
member of St, Stephens United Method-

 Victor Hortok, 41, sponsors Jﬂ
Memphis Park Commission base.
ball team for the boys of his Benjestown

naifhbor{hood.
“I started the team three years ago,
because I wanted the boys, including
my own two sons, to have something to
do in the summer,” he says, i
Horton coaches the team, pays for the;,
untforms ana ofen prov:du anspor-;
tation for the bog to practiceand to the,,
ames, "I teach them ball,” he says,,
biit | also try to teach them spor
ship, respect for their elders and,
p!uylnu by the rutes.” "

Initially Jem“e Mancini, 26, got | -

involved in the volunteer pro-
am at her company, Process Syatems
fne, to meet people, That was four years:
&go. For the past year and & half theé Cory
dova resident has been coordinator of,
the program, Through her efforts the.
Erou‘f began working with Free the,
hildren. So far they've bullt one house.,
In the ares and hops to build others. “1.
worked on the house ram 20 hours
& week from April 'til the end of Oe-
tober,” she says, She's also helped out
with Memphis in May, the Metropolitan.,
Inter-Fal Assoclation's Christmas.
‘ “It's iour business when others
have problems" says Aimee
Kriger of East Memphis. "Peog‘le think.
being heedy can't happen to them, but
it can.” Mrs. Rriger, 69, does her part to.
help in a variety of ways. Sha haips indi-
viduale when she hears of a need, help..
ing them find out about programs, tak-
ing them places, providing hecessities .
such agshoes and eyeglasses, A member
of the Jewish Ladles Ald, she contrib-.
utes to their fund and works at MIPA's,
Christmas store, Recently when work-,
lnﬁ on a retinion for Bruce School, Mrs.
Kriger felt the students had been left
out of the festivities. She baked 700
cookies and took them to the children,
Helnng othersisatradition in het fam- '
ily, Mrs. Kriger says, remembering how |
her father would take the needy to buy
shoes during the Depression.

\

th":ole of Midtown realized

“1 didn't & ways have money for,

the collection plate” at Highland Street
Church of Christ, “But | ought Ican
can contribute in other ways,” the ac-
counting man
says. 8o
MIFA with Meals on Wheels. Weekly,
she takes food to 20 peo

Mary Lou Brown 18 a re,
Commercisl A
have contributed to these
newspaper is featuring & thousand peoy,

ple in the Mid-South who make life bet: | .

By *

tsman-, | ;

r at Midiown Auto, |
ra. Colay, 33, decided to halp, |

pie and has re: |,
critited others from her church to help.. |
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ter for others by their voluntary ef. |
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Volunteer devotes time
to. concerns of Indians

By James Kingsley ' b

RUTH Knight Mle!.

. 8, supervisor of of-
\’ fice services for Hol-
' ida'{ ‘gnno‘ for the
years, enhjoys

8:1 {fivolved in a
variety of activities.
As Tennasses Indi-
an commissioner
from West Tennes-

gee and the secretary-tressurer of the |

Nationat Governot's Interstate Indian
Council, Mrs. Allen speuds many houtd
tesching and speaking on Indien situs
tione and Indian lore In #chools in
Memphis snd the Mid-South. She also
worke with the Scouts and Cirl
Scouts on thelr cultural studies and
merit badge projects, and helps plan
thelr camping activities. X
She {s chairman of the Interhational
tleritege Commission in Mom&t‘:lh that
puts dilfferent displays in City Hall each

month. )

Mrs, Allen will ba on a panel at Green-
ville, Mizs,, Nov, 30-Dec.{ a» part of the
University of mssmai}»rt slta Com-
mission on planning of the Missiesippi
corridor on tourism.

Mrs. Allen is alsg one of the founders
of the Mid-South Life Support SBervice
Inc,, which furnishes first eid st the

Liberty Bowl Memorial 8tadium, and 1§

on cal for any disaster smergency. She
has received emergency medical diaas-
ter training. :

She was awarded the National Life
Red Cross Saving Award in the early
19708 and has been active in Red Cross
work for many yesrs. '

With hzr involvament in w(nmunh! ;

and civie activitias, Mre. Allen said,
“Sometimes | have had {o use n;{ vaca-
tion in planning and traveling with dif-
farant grot;pu use of my love for
helping en tuchlé:g." .
ry, Allen is of Cherokee and Choc-
taw incéstry and {5 @ member of the
Eastarn Star Woodlawn No. 74, "I reall
€ being involved,” she gaid,
"whather {1 {8 in the classroom or in the
field, as tong as 1 can try and help some-
one understand the Indien culture.”
Other points of light:

She's knoWwn affectionately as the

‘l'o( Lady to the children at 8t
Jude Children's Research Hoapiial. Lor-
raine Wilils, a retired teacher, volun-
teers at the hospital twics & week to
brighten the chiidren's days, “Wednes-
days 1 am on the flcor eg ng the pa-
tients what toy would help them pass
the day, On Thursdays I'm in the i

nity than they are now," Jeit Gipson

&y done m{ch volunteet work, Bo
much that employer, Schering
Pibugh, named him volunteer of the
month, Gipson, 43, has been in the Shel.
by County Shariff's Department Re-
petves for 12 {eu averaging 20 hours
a week, He he o set Up the fugitive
division, was chief communications of-
ficer and now serves in support systems
riding patrol, participating in satura-
tions and urﬂn& warrants, 01'&”“
likes to help the Bartiett Optimists by
officlating at functions for them end
has aided the National Hemophliia
Foundation by solicititig donations. ~

Hispan!c famities who msi. ’
Jude Children's Reourc:g‘ Hospl:

tal find & friend and helper in Melba
Allmmdlnger. 55. For the past seven
ears she has worked regiilarly at tha
ital trenslating fot
them shopping, teki e parents to
the immigration service for help with
visas and locating furniture for them,
Often she tmeets {amilies at the airpor
and {akes them to the ftal. Many
the families ars {ar from loved ones so
Ms, Allmendlnger. who lives In Bart.
{ett, often tejep
Ms. Alimendinger does transalstions for
inmates at the ollr’{ County Jail. “It's
something very fulillling,” she says of
::;r wgtk‘ “] feel it helps me more than
em,’" -

Haskett sl:: in his car and drives

to 8t. Louls, It tsn't ple“uie trip for,
the Hickory Hill resident, He has volun-
teared to tran rhed and erl

g:ed children to the Shrind hospital in
. Louis, Haskett, 61, has also gone with
them b{ flana to ah emergency Shrine
hospital in Galveston, Texss. Twice &

weak the ratired truck driver workson

Crims Watch, chocklns oh senlor eltl-
gens to see that they'vre OK and not both-
sred by anyone, Both jobs heve been re.
warding, he says

' h Llrrr{v vivk, 44, beljeves in volun:
tearing in & united way. A resi.
dent of Camden, Tenn., he hes beah
esident of the Benton County United
ay since he helped organize the agen:
cy Inst yeor, IR .
Vick anjoys "just being able to gee the
consequences of le being helped,
reopla working for & comamon catide
ike this. . . , We're just doing 80 much
better than before.” Viek nofleed how
United Way helped organizations in a
nelghboring county, "We (he and some
friends) just decided that we peeded
that kind of esu&pm." Today, Benton
44 County Unit ay has eight member

brary, jt's like s medla céplsr and m“’dh’v?en?édb‘g%ﬂné: a:%t‘g%o d{1l,v'|'

-phitpatiants spend.timé therd batwden
trestments. We piay school or games or
I read & book," says the Midtown resi-
dent, "It's not aasy but I love it. You
don't think about the hardness of the
task. It's like iteaching; you'rs en-
thrailed.” Ms. Willis is 8lso & docent
twice @ month at the Mallory-Neely
House and works with children at
Union Avenue Bagtm Church. As di-
rector of the preschool division of Sup-
day schoal snd leader of Bible smﬂ
Visitation Group, shs m‘n busy. In ad-
dition, she helps the Girls' Auxi
with missionary work,

. Chester McConhell, 53, writes
"jatters by the tona” and articles
for newspapers, magatines and jour-
nals urging protection of Tennessee's
wetlands. onnell, who works with
the Wildlifs Management Institute, has
aiways loved the outdoots and enjoyed
hunting, hikl fishing and bird
watching. He trles to tefl the public
sbout managing wetlandz, streams and
envitenmental protection. The Law-
renceburg, Tenn., resident has worked
on keeping the Wolf River from chan-
nelization. He also served ag wetlands
chsirman for the Tennessee Environ-
mental Councl] Bosrd of Directors,

Bellavin thui"ro&:e neéd to be
involved more in thelr commu-

liary

ear, $80,000 was the 1 and now we
ave a little over.” A Benton Couw
commisgioner, Vick s also vice presi.
dent of the Benton County Chumber of
Commerce, 1a and ls wifs, Marcell,
haves four children, ' -

‘ Peggy ingrim Tegg, 40, fecls "a
commitment te volunteering is
Just essentlat for communltl, develo
ment.” The director of
eelth Services at the University of
snnessee at Memphis tecently fin.
{shed a year's presidesey of the Junior
{eague of Memphis. Ma. is on the
poard of directors of the Memphis Ur-
ban Laague, where "“we'rs getting
ready to do & campaign for relocation
.+, requiring a fund-rajsing campeign
and construction of & building on
Beale.” She {5 also on a Gonls for Ment,
r‘hls subcommittee, and {2 in this year"
adership Memphis cless and on the
board of Metro Home Health Care. The
a&m Memphis resident has two chil-
ren, C '

James Kingsley is & reporter for The
Commercial Appeal. Other writers
hava contributed to these groﬂlec. The
newm‘wr 13 featuring & thousand peo-
ple in the MidSouth who make 1ife bet.
;;r for others by thelfr voluntary éf-

s,

ple, taking.

-

ones them, In addition, -

‘ Every three weeks or so C, &, Pete

niversity | -
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By Henry A. Stokes
-+~ Assistant Managing Editor

The Commercial Appeal today

| write about a thousand people in
. the Mid-South whose volunteer

 efforts help improve the hves of

| others.

The mission is mspu'ed by an
. idea expressed last August by
' President Bush, who talked of

| the American community in..
| terms of “a thousand-points -of -
light.” The phrase was minted _
by former White House speech -

" POINTS of
o = nght

begins a search to discover and -

-39

Series to shine |
11ght on 1,000
in Mid-South -

writer Peggy Noonan who took
temporary leave from child-rais-
ing and book-writing to help

“"Bush cast his ideas into brilliant

words.
Bush, -of course,  used the

‘phrase in his nomination accep-

tance .speech — words that
helped frame his campaign. The

‘term itself took hold, and a year

later 1thassu.rv1ved the rhetonc
of campaigning.-
‘Last month, " the premdent

-asked Congress to nurture the

volunteer spirit by setting aside

'$25-million for a Points of Light
dnitiative, to be a clearinghouse
: for volunteer programs. .,

“There is no problem i in Amer-
ica that is not being solved some-
where,” Bush:said.

It is nothing new for pm1-

dents to recognize the spirit of

charity, to encourage citizens to
participate, to advance the idea
that government can only do so
much. John F. Kennedy galvan-
ized the concept at his inaugura-
tion with words often repeated
over the last 28 years: “And so,
my fellow Americans, ask not
what your country can do for
you; ask what you can do for

Please see POINTS, Page Qa

|| c—
: =Erom Page A1

p—

1-9-89

Po1nts A4

; your country.” -
| A generation has matured
\

| since Kennedy warmed a nation
with those words on a freezing

¢hanged in America, and much
has remained the same.

We struggled then with civil
rights; we still do. We launched
&'war on poverty; but lines still
form- at soup ‘kitchens. We
walked on the moon; now we
struggle over jobs lost to foreign
competition. We learned
transplant hearts; but there’s a
new threat in AIDS. We built

| new cities and suburbs; yet, to-

. day, homeless citizens sleep on

|' sidewalks. We wrestled with
. crime, drugs, education, care for

- the eiderly — we still do.

+ :iAll these issues and many oth-

" ers crowd the agendas of city

. halls, state capitols and Wash-

ington. But America has.never
entirely left — or trusted — such

vital concerns to government.

* Groups and individuals lobby

' January day in 1961. Much has

to

N

|

their ideas. They act és well. Qinder,méditor of The Commer-

“We are a nation of communi-
ties, of thousands and tens of
thousands of ethnic, religious,
social, business, labor union,
neighborhood, regional and oth-
er organizations, all of them var-

ied, voluntarily .and unique,” |

Bush said in his speech last Au- !

gust.
“This is Amenca the nghrs
of Columbus, the Grange, Hadas-
-sah, the Disabled American Vet-
-erans, the Order of Ahepa, the
Business and ‘Professional Wom-
en of America, the union hall,
the Bible study group, LULAC,
‘'Holy Name — a brilliant diversi- |
ty spread like stars, like a thou- |
sand points of hght in a broad
and peaceful sky.”

cial Appeal, asked the staff to be-
gin looking for individuals who
represent the points of light in

Memphis and the Mid-South. “*: °

Ten are proﬁled today, repre-
sentmg a variety of people and

Day — we write about people in
| the military who help a commu-
ity that for some is but a tempo-
| “Tary home.
y ~ The series continues daily,
! moving on Wednesday to the
‘Viewpoint secnom .

an array of voluntary work.

On Monday, the newspaper
looks at volunteer leaders, those
,who put their organizational
*and recruiting skills to work for
‘the community good. . :

j‘or Tuesday — Independence

We are nowhere near a thou-'
sand names at this point, but the
hundreds we've seen so far por-
tray a spectrum of deep personal
commitment. Their stories will
illuminate the wealth of-good-
will in our community.

The labor of such groups and |
of individuals created the char- |

acter of our community as much
as the actions of political offi-

" cials. They rarely make front

page news. Some never receive
mention. In the aggregate,
though, they define our society,
create public opinion and often
directly improve lives.

A few weeks ago, Lionel
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(( You know, back before the Civil War -- just after William e T
. .“)j b — - ~ N = —— / e L
\}ﬁs}i?\—*” Henry Harrison was elected President —- this newspaper was {\named X
Ry ¢
\ ar

the, "Appeal.' :
- ﬁ\@rﬂO\’“Q - \tt_h D\/_{ —_ =l /»2,
The founder saJ.d he )jpamed it that, as an appeal to the X
D >._< g R

—/”?(
sobé?/;econd thoughts of the peopl€, to elect a Democratlc
...7/ oA P RS ’

preSLdent in the next election.”

Well, with traditions like that, you can imagine how lucky I
feel to be here today. ))

But I do feel lucky to be here, to talk about something
crucial to our nation -- and our future.

— = /‘—\ e— - — s o = T=- '/,\
\\? Last June I gave a speech about something called the "Points

_,y(
\/g%:’;’f/;f nglﬁ?“‘ 1nﬁ;tlve Our goal'was to make community service
v central to the life and work of every individual and every
institution in America.
I asked ‘people and groups across the country to think about
the special, unique contribution they could make to help others

P \ g
e \_ﬁ:ﬁﬂ‘"‘l:) n{/?

around them. e O

dhe -
= . A\A, >°\ m—m S S S
D TANd I suggested just @ few possibilities. Banks and utility
W‘ IQQ«,"gJ‘ — = et =T - ‘\ o e
12 companies could add community service 1nformatlon to their
T e = E—1 — . T s —
N2 ‘mailings. Real estate developers, contracters e architects “and
O — __/"‘."”'""-'—:;: T T I T e e ity et i S C‘;,_

sp ‘V/ K‘/\
{*\Q’DX& & leer/ers could team up for decent, affordable hous:.ng for the N .~

\
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homeless. Every restaurant, grocery and convenience store could
»;\m o e T e, AL T Tt
%%( maké/éurplus food available to the hungry each day.

For the news media, I had a special request. No institution
in America has more power over public opinion. Thebmedia can
shape public attitudes, heighten awareness, and mobilize people
or action. '

o e -‘\/,___/—-»/—“7“_%/4:_ s \/\J ~
So I asked members of’/ie media to remind Americans that ; ”L;f

? A o e -t “:7;" S e el (
ﬁ Vﬁ illiteracy, drug abuse, homelessness, hunger and other social
o =

Pl

problems have solutions. You know that these aren’t just

somebody else’s problem. And the press has more power to convey

M. cm,r.; .'5 S ifb w*vL._‘; bv] s
that message than any president./,nucniion Dpexe v Qg

gﬂugpm ’949 e T i« .(.:f',‘
X\ A-giorith after I announced the Points of Light initiative,
\5 e s P S e TR L
AN The Commercial Appeal in Memphis responded. Along with reporting )k(
and commenting on problems -- which is every free paper’s right.
and responsibility -- they took on an added responsibility.

?hey began pointing to solutions.

— e = S S e L
They started doing profiles of 1,000 individual and T,
- Y S S ,;Nf':>«
institutional "points of light" last summer -- at a time when a

lot of people were still trying to figure out what I meant by a
"thousand points of light." Well, you understood. And you've
brought that idea to life.

Tomorrow is a day unique to America. A day where we pause,
gather together, and give thanks. It’s my hope that by this time
next year, a growing national service movement will mean more
Americans will have more to be thankful for.

Today I'd like to challenge every publisher, every



3
broadcaster, every member of the American news media, to follow
the lead of the Commercial Appeal. Many have begun to do so.
Many more can.
By putting the spotlight on citizens who have made community
service part of their definition of success, this newspaper is
encouraging others to do the same. And proving that the

T > \”<M
AJJ’ volunteer spirit is alive and well ln the volunteer state.

6“
62 For the millions who want to help others in need, but wonder
how, this newspaper and this community are showing that there are

at least a thousand ways to,lead othprs out of darkness.
. X - 'DS —, = -t

W\QQQ& I think of\gged Daniels, a retlred salesman, startlng what I

Z
q-g % hear may ¥ be the wor%gxs best catflsh cooklng team, formed to

e v
ralse funds for charities.

PUPI L. = S o LS e s S
He and his friends travel all over, tow1ng an 8,000 pound

—_—

- P - = e T e
cooker to company plcnlcs, and donating the proceeds to causes
like United Cerebral Palsx$¢¥99““

ﬁ\@$? Or Kréfég&ggg&igg -- 18 years old -- who volunteered for the 4/

\(u\ﬂ Tennessee Outreach Program. She’s been working in the hills
~ S S S
rebuilding houses, palntlng, and laying down floors.
T S TR T e S \><
She says, "I like seeing the smiles on people’s faces after
ST TS o e P e PR
we’'re done. When we were finished, they cried."

(( Don’t worry, Kim -- you should have seen how Barbara reacted

the last time I trled to lay down

da f%oor;/ ))/// e <?fcé?
%

ch I understand that (Sam Cooger)[who s here on the platform] /\4?/57
> = = e e mme —_— e A "‘/~~—><\“--'——“<\ N
¥g\ has raised more than $20 million for civic causes. Sam has just
e e e —~— S AL e e T
E. (eeh named the Outstanding Voluﬁ%ZEr Fundraiser of 1989 by the
A
&&%€%“
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National Society of Fundraising Executives. (( We may want to

-~

put hlm to work on the federal budget.ﬁ %}
‘ Maybe you read aboutCEaullne lord, 82 years old (( Hope

(g
@&P*{” she’ll forgive me for revealing that... )) Somebody at the

A6\ e . - < - ~ ~
§+ﬂgyississippi geﬁigeﬁtfafy at Parchman had been talking about a

7o prisoner there, saying he "couldn’t read a bible if he’d had

B

one." So Mrs. Hord stepped forward. . i

She;goes about 100 miles each way'to the prison,\every
Wednéeday, to teach rnmates hohdto read: She’s taught nearly 140
of them, and now she’s training them to teach othe;e;

"I m a teacher orwteachers( §he say; N

7, s g;ﬁ 1lie Belle Witcher :- n§§, she’s only 79 -- she works hard\
Q;]D :;A for nearly half a dozen causes. She says, "Ian day goes by and
;<§%$§511 haven’t done something for somebody, it just seems like a
;U):' wasted day:"

Forget fortune, fame, glory, and glittering prizes: These
are great American success stories. And they’re powerful
reminders that ggyone can do somethlng for someone else.

et C M;;y Taylor spent 16 years on welfare. She says "I used it,

4é‘ﬁ: and it used me‘" No;\shexls a community act1v1st who helps the
poor get back on their feet. k"We all have a place to be part of
the system no matter what level we are on," & She says.

Along with a sense of pride, for others, volunteering is a
source of g:ﬂat/pleasure.w ison TV

‘ PUAN o — — “
J;),»’ Cg;;_Mcgae\says her tutoring work "isn‘t a burden. It makes
Ciwi;’ me feel satisfied.” Qgéita‘ﬁeck;\who volunteers in a hospital,
RR
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vqun someone else needs it?"

cy& .- \;’,46"5—,.,.»/ _’,y;——-— f“;ﬁ"‘,w&é‘

o e

llfeguards ‘autistic chlldren, says "It’s fun to be busy and

S el T e T S e e O
involved. Besides, I'm not that wild about the soaps."
T e ‘75\)’('\’ .
. (Jwv?ﬁﬁf) From dlsk jockeys to truck drivers to CEO to children to
§“V9K“ the retlred -- service to others can be a central part of

American llfe. And it’s never been more needed than it is now.
It ought to be talked about in board rooms and'bowlihg
alleys, factories, Rotaries, fraternities, sororities, farms,
families, cities and union halls, suburbs.and shopping malls --
Everywhere in America: Everyone has a gift to give.
Every one of us has some unique power, some special talent

or angle on America’s problems. And every institution in America

Q

o
AN

can make the kind of commitment you’ve made here.
So following YOur lead, over at-the White House we’re goingn—fl
to announce and honor individuals and groups across the couhtry
who are making a difference -- working to improve the lives of
others -- giving more Americans reason to give thanks.
These “Daiif\Points of Light" won’t be singlea out because
they themselves are thé_best. We honor them because they show
what’s best in all of us. What’s best for all of us.
To honor their spirit and commitment is to honor yours --
and those like you. We will single out the few, because they
represent the many.

We hope that by highlighting their achievements, and the

ways they’ve found to serve, we can inspire others to serve.
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"Daily Point of Light." An organization that has devoted itself

So I want to close by announcing the first White House

to spreading tﬂe volunteer ethic in its community.

That organization is the reason we’re all here today:
They’'re the leadership and staff of the Memphis Commercial
Appeal. [PAUSE] ’—“/

Imagine an America where service to others is a fact of
life. Part of everyone’s everyday thinking. Imagine the impact

if every newspaper, magazine, television, cable, and radio

. station found and recognized a thousand points of light.

We are nearing the dawn of a new decade. Let it be a‘decade
with no dark corners. No forgotten places. No lost people.

If you've got a hammer, find a nail. If you can read, find
uéomeone who can‘t. If you’re not in trouble, seek out someone
who is. Because eQerywhere there is a need in America, there is -
a way to fulfill it. And everywhere there is a dream in America,
there is a way to make it come true.

Thank you. God bless you -- and the work you do.

# # #



COMMERCIAL APPEAL VOLUNTEERISM EVENT

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1989

12:00 P.M.

J MR. LINDER (EDITOR), MR. WILLIAMS (GENERAL
MANAGER) -- JERRY FRIEDHEIM (PRESIDENT, AMERICAN
NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION), LOREN GHIGLIONE
[GILL-YO-NEE]1 (PRESIDENT, AMERICAN SOCIETY OF NEWSPAPER
EDITORS) -- JEROME RYANS (JUST NAMED REGIONAL "ACTION"
ADMINISTRATOR) -- GOVERNOR MCWHERTER, REVEREND MOWERY,

VOLUNTEERS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.

(C  YOU KNOW, BACK BEFORE THE CIVIL WAR -- JUST
AFTER WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT --
THIS NEWSPAPER WAS NAMED THE "APPEAL."

THE FOUNDER RENAMED IT, HE SAID, AS AN "APPEAL TO
THE SOBER SECOND THOUGHTS OF THE PEOPLE, TO ELECT A
DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENT IN THE NEXT ELECTION."

WELL, HITH A HISTORY LIKE THAT, YOU CAN IMAGINE
HOW LUCKY I FEEL TO BE HERE TODAY. ))

* BUT I DO FEEL FORTUNATE TO BE HERE, TO TALK ABOUT
SOMETHING THAT'S SO VITAL TO OUR NATION -- AND OUR
FUTURE. '
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LAST JUNE, I GAVE A SPEECH ABOUT SOMETHING CALLED
THE "POINTS OF LIGHT" INITIATIVE. ITS GOAL IS TO MAKE
COMMUNITY SERVICE CENTRAL TO THE LIFE AND WORK OF EVERY
INDIVIDUAL AND EVERY INSTITUTION IN AMERICA.

I ASKED PEOPLE AND GROUPS ACROSS THE COUNTRY TO
THINK ABOUT THE SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION THEY COULD MAKE TO
HELP OTHERS AROUND THEM IN NEED. |

THERE ARE THOUSANDS OF POSSIBILITIES. BANKS,
CREDIT CARD ISSUERS, AND UTILITY COMPANIES COULD ADD
COMMUNITY SERVICE INFORMATION TO THEIR MAILINGS. REAL
ESTATE DEVELOPERS, CONTRACTORS, ARCHITECTS AND LENDERS
COULD TEAM UP TO MAKE DECENT, AFFORDABLE HOUSING
AVAILABLE FOR THE HOMELESS. EVERY RESTAURANT, GROCERY
AND CONVENIENCE STORE COULD MAKE SURPLUS FOOD AVAILABLE
TO THE HUNGRY.

FOR THE NEWS MEDIA, I MADE A SPECIAL REQUEST --
BECAUSE NO OTHER INSTITUTION IN AMERICA HAS THE UNIQUE
ABILITY OF THE MEDIA TO SHAPE PUBLIC ATTITUDES, TO
HEIGHTEN AWARENESS, AND TO MOBILIZE PEOPLE FOR ACTION.
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I ASKED MEMBERS OF THE MEDIA TO REMIND AMERICANS
THAT ILLITERACY, DRUG ABUSE, HOMELESSNESS, HUNGER AND
OTHER SOCIAL PROBLEMS HAVE SOLUTIONS. BUT ONLY IF
PEOPLE UNDERSTAND THAT THESE AREN'T SOMEBODY ELSE'S
PROBLEMS TO SOLVE. THE MEDIA HAVE THE POWER TO REACH
EVERY CORNER OF AMERICA WITH THAT MESSAGE.

SOON AFTER I ANNOUNCED THE POINTS OF LIGHT
INITIATIVE, THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL IN MEMPHIS RESPONDED.
ALONG WITH REPORTING AND COMMENTING ON PROBLEMS --
WHICH IS EVERY PAPER’'S RIGHT AND RESPONSIBILITY IN A
FREE SOCIETY -- THEY TOOK ON AN ADDED RESPONSIBILITY.

THEY BEGAN POINTING TO SOLUTIONS.

THEY STARTED DOING PROFILES OF 1,000 INDIVIDUAL
AND INSTITUTIONAL "POINTS OF LIGHT" LAST SUMMER -- AT A
TIME WHEN A LOT OF PEOPLE WERE STILL TRYING TO FIGURE
OUT WHAT I MEANT BY A "THOUSAND POINTS OF LIGHT."

WELL, YOU UNDERSTOOD. AND YOU'VE BROUGHT THAT IDEA T0
LIFE, DRAMATICALLY.
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| TOMORROW IS A DAY UNIQUE TO AMERICA. A DAY WHEN
- WE PAUSE, GATHER TOGETHER, AND GIVE THANKS. IT'S MY
HOPE THAT BY THIS TIME NEXT YEAR, A GROWING COMMUNITY
SERVICE MOVEMENT WILL MEAN MANY AMERICANS WILL HAVE
MORE TO BE THANKFUL FOR.

TODAY I'D LIKE TO CHALLENGE EVERY PUBLISHER, EVERY
BROADCASTER, EVERY MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN NEWS MEDIA,
TO FOLLOW THE LEAD OF THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL. MANY. HAVE
BEGUN TO DO SO. ALL THREE OF THE MAJOR NETWORKS HAVE
STARTED REGULAR FEATURES ON VOLUNTEERS IN AMERICA --
 AND LOCAL PAPERS AND STATIONS HAVE BECOME INVOLVED.
MANY MORE CAN.

FOR THE MILLIONS WHO WANT TO HELP OTHERS IN NEED,
BUT WONDER HOW, THIS NEWSPAPER AND THIS COMMUNITY ARE
SHOWING THAT THERE ARE AT LEAST A THOUSAND WAYS TO LEAD
OTHERS OUT OF DARKNESS. |

I THINK OF FRED DANIELS, A RETIRED SALESMAN,
STARTING WHAT I HEAR MAY BE: THE WORLD'S BEST CATFISH
COOKING TEAM, FORMED TO RAISE FUNDS FOR CHARITIES.
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HE AND HIS FRIENDS TRAVEL ALL OVER, TOWING AN
8,000 POUND COOKER TO COMPANY PICNICS, AND DONATING THE
PROCEEDS TO CAUSES LIKE UNITED CEREBRAL PALSY.

OR KIM MCLAUGHLIN -- 18 YEARS OLD -- WHO
VOLUNTEERED FOR THE TENNESSEE OUTREACH PROGRAM. SHE'S
BEEN WORKING IN THE HILLS REBUILDING HOUSES, PAINTING,
AND LAYING DOWN FLOORS.

SHE SAYS, "I LIKE SEEING THE SMILES ON PEOPLE'S
FACES AFTER WE'RE DONE. WHEN WE WERE FINISHED, THEY
CRIED."

I UNDERSTAND THAT DON STONE, A BANK PRESIDENT,
DECIDED THE BEST WAY TO CONVINCE STUDENTS TO STAY IN
SCHOOL WAS TO WORK WITH THEM -- TALK WITH THEM -- ONE
AT A TIME.

NOT LONG AGO, DON SAW ONE OF THOSE STUDENTS ACROSS
THE STREET. HE SAYS, "I JUST WALKED OVER TO HUG HIM.
HE'S BEEN DRUG FREE FOR ABOUT TWO WEEKS. WE DO A LOT
OF HUGGING HERE."
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MAYBE YOU READ ABOUT PAULINE HORD, 82 YEARS OLD.
(( HOPE SHE'LL FORGIVE ME FOR REVEALING THAT... ))
SOMEBODY AT THE MISSISSIPPI PENITENTIARY AT PARCHMAN
HAD BEEN TALKING ABOUT A PRISONER THERE, SAYING HE
"COULDN'T READ A BIBLE IF HE'D HAD ONE."™ SO MRS. HORD
STEPPED FORWARD.

SHE GOES ABOUT 100 MILES EACH WAY TO THE PRISON,
EVERY WEDNESDAY, TO TEACH INMATES HOW TO READ. SHE'S
TAUGHT NEARLY 140 OF THEM, AND NOW SHE'S TRAINING THEM
TO TEACH OTHERS.

"I'M A TEACHER OF TEACHERS," SHE SAYS.

LILLIE BELLE WITCHER ~- NOW, SHE'S ONLY 79 -- SHE
WORKS HARD FOR NEARLY HALF A DOZEN CAUSES. SHE SAYS,
"IF A DAY GOES BY AND I HAVEN'T DONE SOMETHING FOR
SOMEBODY, IT JUST SEEMS LIKE A WASTED DAY."

(C IF ONLY EVERYBODY THOUGHT THAT WAY IN
WASHINGTON... WELL, THANKSGIVING'S COMING -- THANK
GOODNESS. SO ALL THE TURKEYS WILL BE HOME FOR THE
HOLIDAYS. ))



-7 -

FORGET FORTUNE, FAME, GLORY, AND GLITTERING
PRIZES: THE PEOPLE I'VE BEEN DESCRIBING TO YOU: THEY
ARE GREAT AMERICAN SUCCESS STORIES. AND THEY'RE
POWERFUL REMINDERS THAT EVERYONE CAN DO SOMETHING FOR
SOMEONE ELSE.

MARY TAYLOR SPENT 16 YEARS ON WELFARE. SHE SAYS
"I USED IT, AND IT USED ME." NOW SHE IS A COMMUNITY
ACTIVIST WHO HELPS THE POOR GET BACK ON THEIR FEET.
SHE SAYS, "WE ALL HAVE A PLACE TO BE PART OF THE SYSTEM
NO MATTER WHAT LEVEL WE ARE ON." |

FROM DISK JOCKEYS TO TRUCK DRIVERS TO CEOS TO
CHILDREN TO THE RETIRED -- SERVICE TO OTHERS SHOULD BE
A CENTRAL PART OF AMERICAN LIFE. AND IT'S NEVER BEEN
MORE NEEDED THAN IT IS NOW.
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IT OUGHT TO BE TALKED ABOUT IN BOARD ROOMS AND
BOWLING ALLEYS, FACTORIES, ROTARIES, FRATERNITIES,
SORORITIES, FARMS, FAMILIES, CITIES AND UNION HALLS,
SUBURBS AND SHOPPING MALLS -- EVERYWHERE IN AMERICA:
EVERYONE HAS A GIFT TO GIVE.

EVERY ONE OF US HAS A SPECIAL TALENT THAT CAN HELP
SOLVE AMERICA'S PROBLEMSf AND EVERY INSTITUTION IN
AMERICA CAN MAKE THE KIND OF COMMITMENT YOU’VE MADE
HERE.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE WE KNOW A GOOD IDEA WHEN WE SEE
ONE, SO WE'RE GOING TO ANNOUNCE AND HONOR INDIVIDUALS
AND GROUPS ACROSS THE COUNTRY WHO ARE MAKING A
DIFFERENCE -- WORKING TO IMPROVE THE LIVES OF OTHERS --
GIVING MORE AMERICANS REASON TO GIVE THANKS.



THESE "DAILY POINTS OF LIGHT" WON'T BE SINGLED OUT
BECAUSE THEY THEMSELVES ARE THE BEST. WE HONOR THEM
BECAUSE THEY SHOW WHAT'S BEST IN ALL OF US. THEY SHOM

_ THAT FROM NOW ON IN AMERICA, ANY DEFINITION OF A
~ SUCCESSFUL LIFE MUST INCLUDE SERVING OTHERS.

TO HONOR THEIR SPIRIT AND COMMITMENT IS TO HONOR
YOURS -- AND THOSE LIKE YOU. WE WILL SINGLE OUT THE
FEW, BECAUSE THEY REPRESENT THE MANY.

WE HOPE THAT BY HIGHLIGHTING THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS,
AND -THE WAYS THEY'VE FOUND TO SERVE, WE CAN INSPIRE
OTHERS TO SERVE.

SO I WANT TO CLOSE BY ANNOUNCING THE VERY FIRST
'WHITE HOUSE "DAILY POINT OF LIGHT." IT'S AN
ORGANIZATION THAT PUT THE SPOTLIGHT ON CITIZENS WHO
HAVE MADE COMMUNITY SERVICE A PART OF THEIR DEFINITION
OF SUCCESS AND ENCOURAGED OTHERS TO DO THE SAME --
PROVING THAT THE VOLUNTEER SPIRIT IS ALIVE AND WELL IN
THE "VOLUNTEER STATE."
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THAT ORGANIZATION IS THE REASON WE'RE ALL HERE
TODAY: THEY'RE THE LEADERSHIP AND STAFF OF THE MEMPHIS
COMMERCIAL APPEAL. \\\ | |

IMAGINE AN AMERICA WHERE SERVICE TO OTHERS IS A
FACT OF LIFE. PART OF EVERYONE'S EVERYDAY THINKING.
IMAGINE THE IMPACT IF EVERY NEWSPAPER, MAGAZINE,
TELEVISION AND RADIO STATION AND CABLE SYSTEM FOUND AND
'RECOGNIZED A THOUSAND POINTS OF LIGHT,

IMAGINE IF EVERY INSTITUTION, FROM AIRLINES TO DRY
'CLEANERS TO HIGH SCHOOLS TO NEIGHBORHOOD SOFTBALL
TEAMS, WERE TO JOIN US, iN REGULARLY HONORING AS HEROES
ETHOSE WHO ARE ENGAGED IN THE WAR AGAINST DRUG ABUSE,
‘ILLITERACY{ AIDS, HOMELESSNESS, HUNGER AND OTHER
PROBLEMS. |

WE ARE NEARING THE DAWN OF A NEW DECADE. LET IT
BE A DECADE WITH NO DARK CORNERS. NO FORGOTTEN PLACES.
NO. LOST PEOPLE.
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SO IF YOU'VE GOT A HAMMER, FIND A NAIL. IF YOU
CAN READ, FIND SOMEONE WHO CAN'T. IF YOU'RE NOT IN
TROUBLE, SEEK OUT SOMEONE WHO IS. BECAUSE EVERYWHERE
THERE IS A NEED IN AMERICA, THERE IS A WAY TO FILL IT.
AND EVERYWHERE THERE IS A DREAM IN AMERICA, THERE IS A
WAY TO MAKE IT COME TRUE.

THANK YOU. GOD BLESS YOU -- AND THE WORK YOU DO.

###



COMMERCIAL APPEAL VOLUNTEERISM EVENT
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1989

12:00 P.M.

MR. LINDER (EDITOR), MR. WILLIAMS (GENERAL
MANAGER) -- JERRY FRIEDHEIM (PRESIDENT, AMERICAN
NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION), LOREN GHIGLIONE
[GILL-YO-NEE]l (PRESIDENT, AMERICAN SOCIETY OF NEWSPAPER
EDITORS) -- JEROME RYANS (JUST NAMED REGIONAL "ACTION"
ADMINISTRATOR) -- GOVERNOR MCWHERTER, REVEREND MOWERY,

VOLUNTEERS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.

(¢ YOU KNOW, BACK BEFORE THE CIVIL WAR -- JUST
AFTER WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT --
THIS NEWSPAPER WAS NAMED THE “APPEAL."

THE FOUNDER RENAMED IT, HE SAID, AS AN "APPEAL TO
THE SOBER SECOND THOUGHTS OF THE PEOPLE, TO ELECT A
DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENT IN THE NEXT ELECTION.™

WELL, WITH A HISTORY LIKE THAT, YOU CAN IMAGINE
HOW LUCKY I FEEL TO BE HERE TODAY. ))

BUT I DO FEEL FORTUNATE TO BE HERE, TO TALK ABOUT
SOMETHING THAT'S SO VITAL TO OUR NATION -- AND OUR
FUTURE.
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LAST JUNE, I GAVE A SPEECH ABOUT SOMETHING CALLED
THE "POINTS OF LIGHT" INITIATIVE. ITS GOAL IS TO MAKE
COMMUNITY SERVICE CENTRAL TO THE LIFE AND WORK OF EVERY
INDIVIDUAL AND EVERY INSTITUTION IN AMERICA.

I ASKED PEOPLE AND GROUPS ACROSS THE COUNTRY TO
THINK ABOUT THE SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION THEY COULD MAKE TO
HELP OTHERS AROUND THEM IN NEED.

THERE ARE THOUSANDS OF POSSIBILITIES. BANKS,
CREDIT CARD ISSUERS, AND UTILITY COMPANIES COULD ADD
COMMUNITY SERVICE INFORMATION‘TO THEIR MAILINGS. REAL
ESTATE DEVELOPERS, CONTRACTORS, ARCHITECTS AND LENDERS
- COULD TEAM UP TO MAKE DECENT, AFFORDABLE HOUSING
AVAILABLE FOR THE HOMELESS. EVERY RESTAURANT, GROCERY
AND CONVENIENCE STORE COULD MAKE SURPLUS FOOD AVAILABLE
TO THE HUNGRY.

FOR THE NEWS MEDIA, I MADE A SPECIAL REQUEST --
BECAUSE NO OTHER INSTITUTION IN AMERICA HAS THE UNIQUE
ABILITY OF THE MEDIA TO SHAPE PUBLIC ATTITUDES, TO
HEIGHTEN AWARENESS, AND TO MOBILIZE PEOPLE FOR ACTION.
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I ASKED MEMBERS OF THE MEDIA TO REMIND AMERICANS
THAT ILLITERACY, DRUG ABUSE, HOMELESSNESS, HUNGER AND
OTHER SOCIAL PROBLEMS HAVE SOLUTIONS. BUT ONLY IF
PEOPLE UNDERSTAND THAT THESE AREN'T SOMEBODY ELSE'S
PROBLEMS TO SOLVE. THE MEDIA HAVE THE POWER TO REACH
EVERY CORNER OF AMERICA WITH THAT MESSAGE.

SOON AFTER I ANNOUNCED THE POINTS OF LIGHT
INITIATIVE, THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL IN MEMPHIS RESPONDED.
ALONG WITH REPORTING AND COMMENTING ON PROBLEMS --
WHICH IS EVERY PAPER’S RIGHT AND RESPONSIBILITY IN A
FREE SOCIETY -- THEY TOOK ONlAN ADDED RESPONSIBILITY.

THEY BEGAN POINTING TO SOLUTIONS.

THEY STARTED DOING PROFILES OF 1,000 INDIVIDUAL
AND INSTITUTIONAL "POINTS OF LIGHT™ LAST SUMMER -- AT A
TIME WHEN A LOT OF PEOPLE WERE STILL TRYING TO FIGURE
OUT WHAT I MEANT BY A "THOUSAND POINTS OF LIGHT."
WELL, YOU UNDERSTOOD. AND YOU'VE BROUGHT THAT IDEA TO
LIFE, DRAMATICALLY.
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TOMORROW IS A DAY UNIQUE TO AMERICA. A DAY WHEN
WE PAUSE, GATHER TOGETHER, AND GIVE THANKS. IT'S MY
HOPE THAT BY THIS TIME'NEXT YEAR, A GROWING COMMUNITY
SERVICE MOVEMENT WILL MEAN MANY AMERICANS WILL HAVE
MORE TO BE THANKFUL FOR.

TODAY I'D LIKE TO CHALLENGE EVERY PUBLISHER, EVERY
BROADCASTER, EVERY MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN NEWS MEDIA,
TO FOLLOW THE LEAD OF THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL. MANY HAVE
BEGUN TO DO SO. ALL THREE OF THE MAJOR NETWORKS HAVE
STARTED REGULAR FEATURES ON VOLUNTEERS IN AMERICA --
AND LOCAL PAPERS AND STATIONS HAVE BECOME INVOLVED.
MANY MORE CAN.

FOR THE MILLIONS WHO WANT TO HELP OTHERS IN NEED,
BUT WONDER HOW, THIS NEWSPAPER AND THIS COMMUNITY ARE
SHOWING THAT THERE ARE AT LEAST A THOUSAND WAYS TO LEAD
OTHERS OUT OF DARKNESS.

I THINK OF FRED DANIELS, A RETIRED SALESMAN,
STARTING WHAT I HEAR MAY BE THE WORLD'S BEST CATFISH
COOKING TEAM, FORMED TO RAISE FUNDS FOR CHARITIES.
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HE AND HIS FRIENDS TRAVEL ALL OVER, TOWING AN
8,000 POUND COOKER TO COMPANY PICNICS, AND DONATING THE
PROCEEDS TO CAUSES LIKE UNITED CEREBRAL PALSY.

OR KIM MCLAUGHLIN -- 18 YEARS OLD -- WHO
VOLUNTEERED FOR THE TENNESSEE OUTREACH PROGRAM. SHE'S
BEEN WORKING IN THE HILLS REBUILDING HOUSES, PAINTING,
AND LAYING DOWN FLOORS.

SHE SAYS, "I LIKE SEEING THE SMILES ON PEOPLE’'S
FACES AFTER WE'RE DONE. WHEN WE WERE FINISHED, THEY
CRIED.™

I UNDERSTAND THAT DON STONE, A BANK PRESIDENT,
DECIDED THE BEST WAY TO CONVINCE STUDENTS TO STAY IN
SCHOOL WAS TO WORK WITH THEM -- TALK WITH THEM -- ONE
AT A TIME.

NOT LONG AGO, DON SAW ONE OF THOSE STUDENTS ACROSS
THE STREET. HE SAYS, "I JUST WALKED OVER TO HUG HIM.
HE'S BEEN DRUG FREE FOR ABOUT TWO WEEKS. WE DO A LOT
OF HUGGING HERE."
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MAYBE YOU READ ABOUT PAULINE HORD, 82 YEARS OLD.
(( HOPE SHE'LL FORGIVE ME FOR REVEALING THAT... ))
SOMEBODY AT THE MISSISSIPPI PENITENTIARY AT PARCHMAN
HAD BEEN TALKING ABOUT A PRISONER THERE, SAYING HE
"COULDN'T READ A BIBLE IF HE'D HAD ONE." SO MRS. HORD
STEPPED FORWARD.

SHE GOES ABOUT 100 MILES EACH WAY TO THE PRISON,
EVERY WEDNESDAY, TO TEACH INMATES HOW TO READ. SHE'S
TAUGHT NEARLY 140 OF THEM, AND NOW SHE'S TRAINING THEM
TO TEACH OTHERS.

"I'M A TEACHER OF TEACHERS," SHE SAYS.

LILLIE BELLE WITCHER -- NOW, SHE'S ONLY 79 -- SHE
WORKS HARD FOR NEARLY HALF A DOZEN CAUSES. SHE SAYS,
"IF A DAY GOES BY AND I HAVEN'T DONE SOMETHING FOR
SOMEBODY, IT JUST SEEMS LIKE A WASTED DAY."

(¢ IF ONLY EVERYBODY THOUGHT THAT WAY IN
WASHINGTON... WELL, THANKSGIVING'S COMING -- THANK
GOODNESS. SO ALL THE TURKEYS WILL BE HOME FOR THE
HOLIDAYS. ))
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FORGET FORTUNE, FAME, GLORY, AND GLITTERING
PRIZES: THE PEOPLE I'VE BEEN DESCRIBING TO YOU: THEY
ARE GREAT AMERICAN SUCCESS STORIES. AND THEY'RE
POWERFUL REMINDERSITHAT EVERYONE CAN DO SOMETHING FOR
SOMEONE ELSE.

MARY TAYLOR SPENT 16 YEARS ON WELFARE. SHE SAYS
"I USED IT, AND IT USED ME."™ NOW SHE IS A COMMUNITY
ACTIVIST WHO HELPS THE POOR GET BACK ON THEIR FEET.
SHE SAYS, "WE ALL HAVE A PLACE TO BE PART OF THE SYSTEM
NO MATTER WHAT LEVEL WE ARE ON.™

FROM DISK JOCKEYS TO~TRUCK DRIVERS TO CEOS TO
CHILDREN TO THE RETIRED -- SERVICE TO OTHERS SHOULD BE
A CENTRAL PART OF AMERICAN LIFE. AND IT'S NEVER BEEN
MORE NEEDED THAN IT IS NOW.
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IT OUGHT TO BE TALKED ABOUT IN BOARD ROOMS AND
BOWLING ALLEYS, FACTORIES, ROTARIES, FRATERNITIES,
SORORITIES, FARMS, FAMILIES, CITIES AND UNION HALLS,
SUBURBS AND SHOPPING MALLS --.EVERYHHERE IN AMERICA:
EVERYONE HAS A GIFT TO GIVE.

EVERY ONE OF US HAS A SPECIAL TALENT THAT CAN HELP
SOLVE AMERICA'S PROBLEMS. AND EVERY INSTITUTION IN
AMERICA CAN MAKE THE KIND OF COMMITMENT YOU'VE MADE
-HERE.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE WE KNOW A GOOD IDEA WHEN WE SEE
ONE, SO WE'RE GOING TO ANNOUNCE AND HONOR INDIVIDUALS
AND GROUPS ACROSS THE COUNTRY WHO ARE MAKING A
DIFFERENCE -- WORKING TO IMPROVE THE LIVES OF OTHERS --
GIVING MORE AMERICANS REASON TO GIVE THANKS.



-9 -

THESE "DAILY POINTS OF LIGHT" WON'T BE SINGLED OUT
BECAUSE THEY THEMSELVES ARE THE BEST. WE HONOR THEM
BECAUSE THEY SHOW WHAT'S BEST IN ALL OF US. THEY SHOW
THAT FROM NOW ON IN AMERICA, ANY DEFINITION OF A
SUCCESSFUL LIFE MUST INCLUDE SERVING OTHERS.

TO HONOR THEIR SPIRIT AND COMMITMENT IS TO HONOR
YOURS -- AND THOSE LIKE YOU. WE WILL SINGLE OUT THE
FEW, BECAUSE THEY REPRESENT THE MANY.

WE HOPE THAT BY HIGHLIGHTING THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS,
AND THE WAYS THEY'VE FOUND TO SERVE, WE CAN INSPIRE
OTHERS TO SERVE.

SO I WANT TO CLOSE BY ANNOUNCING THE VERY FIRST
WHITE HOUSE "DAILY POINT OF LIGHT." IT'S AN
ORGANIZATION THAT PUT THE SPOTLIGHT ON CITIZENS WHO
HAVE MADE COMMUNITY SERVICE A PART OF THEIR DEFINITION
OF SUCCESS AND ENCOURAGED OTHERS TO DO THE SAME --
PROVING THAT THE VOLUNTEER SPIRIT IS ALIVE AND WELL IN
THE "VOLUNTEER STATE."
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THAT ORGANIZATION IS THE REASON WE'RE ALL HERE
TODAY: THEY'RE THE LEADERSHIP AND STAFF OF THE MEMPHIS
COMMERCIAL APPEAL. \\\

IMAGINE AN AMERICA WHERE SERVICE TO OTHERS IS A
FACT OF LIFE. PART OF EVERYONE'S EVERYDAY THINKING.
IMAGINE THE IMPACT IF EVERY NEWSPAPER, MAGAZINE,
TELEVISION AND RADIO STATION AND CABLE SYSTEM FOUND AND
RECOGNIZED A THOUSAND POINTS OF LIGHT.

IMAGINE IF EVERY INSTITUTION, FROM AIRLINES TO DRY
CLEANERS TO HIGH SCHOOLS TO NEIGHBORHOOD SOFTBALL
TEAMS, WERE TO JOIN US, IN REGULARLY HONORING AS HEROES
THOSE WHO ARE ENGAGED IN THE WAR AGAINST DRUG ABUSE,
ILLITERACY, AIDS, HOMELESSNESS, HUNGER AND OTHER
PROBLEMS.

WE ARE NEARING THE DAWN OF A NEW DECADE. LET IT
BE A DECADE WITH NO DARK CORNERS. NO FORGOTTEN PLACES.
NO LOST PEOPLE. |
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SO IF YOU'VE GOT A HAMMER, FIND A NAIL. IF YOU
CAN READ, FIND SOMEONE WHO CAN'T. IF YOU'RE NOT IN
TROUBLE, SEEK OUT SOMEONE WHO IS. BECAUSE EVERYWHERE
THERE IS A NEED IN AMERICA, THERE IS A WAY TO FILL IT.
AND EVERYWHERE THERE IS A DREAM IN AMERICA, THERE IS A
WAY TO MAKE IT COME TRUE. |

THANK YOU. GOD BLESS YOU -- AND THE WORK YOU DO.

## #
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[1000.DOC]
PRﬁSIDENTIAL REMARKS : COMMERCTATL, APPEAT, VOLUNTEERISM EVENT
' MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1989
[12:00 P.M.]
(( You know, back before thé Civil War -- just after William
Henry Harrison was elected President -- this newspéper was named
the "Appeal."

The founder said he named it that, as an "appeal to the
sober second thoughts of the people, to elect a Democratic
president in the next election."

Well, with traditions like that, you can imagine hbw_lucky I
feel to be here today. ))

But I do feel lucky to be here, to talk about something
that’s so important to our nation -- and our future.

Last June, I gavé a speech about something called the
"Points of Light" initiative. Our goal was to make community
éervice central to the life and work of every individual and
every institution in America.

I asked people and groups across the country to think about
the special, unique contribution they could make to help others
around them.

And I suggested jﬁs; a few possibilities. Banks and utility
companies could add community service information to their

mailings. Real estate developers, contracters, architects and

lenders could team up for decent, affordable housing for the
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homeless. Every restaurant, groceryland convenience store could
make surplus food available to the hungry. 3
For the news media, I had a special request]|because
institution in America has more power over public opinion. The
media has a unique ability to shape public attitudes, heighten
awareness, and mobilize people for action.

So I asked members of the media to remind Americans‘that

illiteracy, drﬁg abuse, homelessness, hunger and other social

problems have solutions. But only if people understand that

these aren't somebody else’s problems to solve. ,Aﬁa the press
has the power to reach every corner of America with that message.
A month after I announced the Points of Light initiative,

The Commercial Appeal in Memphis responded; Along with reporting

and commenting on problems -- which is every free paper’s right
and responsibility -- they took on an added responsibility.

They began pointing to solutions.

They started doing profiles of 1,000 individual and
institutional "points of light" last summer -- at a time when a
lot of people were still trying to figure out what I meant by a
"thousand points of light." Well, you understood. And you've |
brought that idea to life.

Tomorrow is a day unique to America. A day where we pause,
gather together, and give thanks. It’s my hope that by this time
next year, a growing national service movement will meanlmore

Americans will have more to be thankful for.
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Today I’d like to challenge every publisher, every
broadcaster, every member of the American news media, to follow

the lead of the Commercial Appeal. Many have begun to do so.

Many more can.

By putting the spotlight on citizens who have made community
service part of their definition of success, this newspaper is
encouraging others to do the same. And proving that the
volunteer spirit is alive and well in the volunteer stéte.

For the millions Qho want to help others in need, but wonder
how, this newspaper and this community are showing that there are
at least a thousand ways to lead others out of darkness.

I think of Fred Daniels, a retired salesman, starting what I
hear may be the world’s best catfish cooking team, formed to
raise funds for charities.

He and his friends travel all over, towing an 8,000 pound
cooker to company picnics, and donating the proceeds to causes
like United Cerebral Palsy.

Or Kim McLaughlin -- 18 years old -- who volunteergd for the
Tennessee Outreach Program. She’s been working in the hills
rebuilding houses, paihting, and laying down floors.

She says, "I like seeing the émiles on people’s faces after
we’'re done. When we were finished, they cried."

(( Don’t worry, Kim -- you should have seen how Barbara reacted
the last time I tried to lay down a floor. ))

I understand that Sam Cooper [who’s here on the platform]

has raised more than $20 million for civic causes. Sam has just
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been named the Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser of 1989 by the
National Society of Fundraising Executives. (( We may want to
put him to work on the federal budget... ))
Maybe you read about Pauline Hord, 82 years old. (( Hope

she’ll forgive me for revealing that... )) Somebody at the

Mississippi Penitentiary at Parchman had been talking about a

prisoner there, saying he "couldn’t read a bible if he’d had
one." So Mrs. Hord stepped forward.

She goes about 100 miles each way to the prison, every
Wednesday, to teach inmates how to read. She’s taught nearly 140
of thenm, and-now she’s training them to teach others.

"I'm a teacher of teachers," she says.

Lillie Belle Witcher -- now, she’s only 79 -- she works hard
for nearly half a dozen causes. She says, "If a day goes by and
I haven’t done something for somebody, it just seems like a
wasted day."

Forget fortune, fame, glory, and glittering prizes: These
are great American success stories. And they’re powerful
reminders that everyone can do something for someone else.

Mary Taylor spent 16 years on welfare. She says "I used it,
and it used me." Now she is a community activist who helps the

poor get back on their feet. "We all have a place to be part of

the system no matter what level we are on," she says.

Along with a sense of pride, for others, volunteering is a

source of great pleasure.
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Cari McRae says her tutoring wofk "isn’t a burden. It makes
me feel satisfied." Danita Beck, who volunteers in a hospital,
says "If you have extra time, why just sit around and not use it,
when someone else needs it?" And Marian Himmelreich, who
lifeguards autistic children, says "It’s fun to be busy and
involved. Besides, I’mlnot that wild about the soaps."

From disk jockeys to truck drivers to CEOs to children to
the retired -- service to others can be a central part of
American life. And it’s never been more needed than it is now.

It ought to be talked about in board rooms and bowling
alleys,lfactories, Rotaries, fraternities, sororities, farms,
families, cities and union halls, suburbs and shopping malls --
Everywhere iﬁ America: Everyone has a gift to give.

EQery one of us has a special talent that can help solve
America’s problems. And every institution in America can make
the kind of commitment you’ve made here.

So following your lead, ovér at the White House, we’re going
to announce and honor individuals and groups across the country
- who are making a difference -- working to improve the lives of
others -- giving more Americans reason to give thanks.

These "Daily Points of Light" won’t be singled out-because
they themselves are the best. We honor them because they show
what’s best in all of us. What’s best for all of us.

To honoﬁ their spirit and commitment is to honor yours --
and those like you. We will single out the few, because they

represent the many.
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We hope that by highlighting their achievements, and the
ways they’ve found to serve, we can inspire others to serve.

So I want to close by announcing the very first White House
"Daily Point of Light." 1It’s an organization that has devoted
itself to spreading the volunteer ethic in its community.

That organization is the reason we’re all here today:
They’re the leadership and staff of the Memphis Commercial
Appeal. \\\ -

Imagine an America where service to others is a fact of
life. Part of everyone’s everyday thinking. Imagine the impact
if every newspaper, magazine, television and radio station and
cable system found and recognized a thousand points of light.

We are nearing the dawn of a new decade. Let it be a decadé
with no dark corners. - No forgotten places. No lost people.

So if you’ve got a hammer, find a nail. If you can read,
find someone who can’t. If you’re not in trouble, seek out
someone who is. Because everywhere there is a need in America,
there is a way to fulfill it. And everywhere there is a dream in
America, there is a way to make it come true.

Thank you. God bless you -- and the work you do.

# # #



