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CHILDREN’S HALLOWEEN PARTY / THE SOUTH LAWN
OCTOBER 31, 1989 / 1:00 p.M.

THANK YOU, WILLARD. BARBARA AND I WANT TO WELCOME
ALL OF YOU TO THE WHITE House HALLOWEEN SPECTACULAR.
AND I WANT TO THANK MRS. QUAYLE, MYy SON MARVIN AND HIS
WIFE MARGARET FOR JOINING US FOR THE PARTY.

How MANY OF YOou BELIEVE IN GHOSTS? //// THEY SAY
THERE'S A GHOST OR TWO IN THIS OLD HOUSE. THE MOST
FAMOUS ONE IS ONE ALL OF YOU KNOW: ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

-2 - |

BARBARA AND I HAVEN'T SEEN THE GHOST OF ABE LINCOLN
WALKING THE HALLS, BUT THIS IS OUR FIRST HALLOWEEN HERE
-- SO MAYBE WE'LL SEE HIM TONIGHT. |

HALLOWEEN IS A TIME FOR GHOSTS AND GOBLINS -- FOR
HAUNTED HOUSES AND SCAﬁY STORIES. BUT RIGHT Now, I
WANT TO TALK TO YOU ABOUT A SCARY STORY THAT ISN'T
MAKE-BELIEVE. I'M TALKING ABOUT ILLEGAL DRUGS. How
THEY HURT PEOPLE. HURT FAMILIES. HURT KIDS -- SOME OF
THEM JUST LIKE YOU.



-3 -

I GET A LOT OF LETTERS EVERY DAY -- A LOT OF THEM
FROM CHILDREN YOUR AGE. I BROUGHT ALONG ONE LETTER I
WANT TO READ TODAY, FROM A FIFTH-GRADE GIRL NAMED ANA
ZAMORA. ANA'S NOT HERE -- SHE LIVES IN CHICAGO,
ILLINOIS. BuT I WANT YOU TO HEAR WHAT SHE'S GOT TO SAY
ABOUT WHAT DRUGS ARE DOING TO HER NEIGHBORHOOD.

-4 -

[READ FROM LETTER] "I NEVER GO OUTSIDE BECAUSE MY
MoM GETS SCARED THAT I WILL GET HURT BECAUSE OF THE
GANG FIGHTS. PRESIDENT BusH, I HAVE HEARD THAT YOU ARE
PUSHING FOR A WAR ON DRUGS. PLEASE HELP REMOVE THE
DRUGS FROM OUR NEIGHBORHOODS. I WILL DO MY PART BY
SAYING NO TO DRUGS. I HOPE YOU CAN DO YOURS. I KNOW
THIS IS HARD, BUT YOU CAN DO IT."



-5 -

I WANT TO TELL ANA -- AND ALL OF YOU: I AM DOING
MY BEST TO DO MY PART. IF SHE KEEPSiDOING HER PART --
AND IF ALL OF YOU DO THE SAME -- WE'RE GOING TO STOP
DRUGS, AND KEEP OUR SCHOOLS AND OUR NEIGHBORHOODS SAFE.

I KNOW YOU HANDED IN THE PLEDGE WHEN YOU CAME IN --
AND I KNOW YOU GOT YOUR STARFISH PINS. LAST MONTH, I
WENT ON TV TO TALK TO YOU ABOUT NOT USING DRUGS. IF
YOU SAW ME, YOU ALREADY KNOW THE STORY ABOUT THE BOY
WHO SAVED THE STARFISH.

-6 -
YoUu CAN READ THE STARFISH STORY ON THE HALLOWEEN BAGS
WE'LL BE HANDING OUT TO EACH OF YOU IN JUST A MOMENT.

AND I HOPE YOU WILL READ IT -- AND THINK ABOUT IT,
TOO. BECAUSE EACH ONE OF YOU IS JUST AS SPECIAL AS THE
STARFISH THAT BOY SAVES. AND JUST LIKE THE BOY IN THE
STORY, YOU CAN HELP SOMEONE ELSE -- MAYBE A FRIEND,
MAYBE YOUR OWN BROTHER OR SISTER -- HELP THEM STAY AWAY
FROM DRUGS AND ALL THE HURT AND PAIN THEY CAUSE.



-7 -

So ToDAY I WANT TO TELL YOU THE SAME THING BARBARA
AND I TELL OUR OWN GRANDCHILDREN: DRUGS ARE DANGEROUS.
You DON'T NEED DRUGS TO MAKE YOU FEEL GOOD -- OR TO BE
cooL. OR TO MAKE FRIENDS. SO0 IF ANYONE TRIES TO GET
YOU TO TAKE DRUGS -- EVEN ONCE -- YOU CAN SAY: "No
THANKS, I DON'T DO DRUGS." ////

IF YOU DO THAT, YOU'RE GOING TO MAKE A LOT OF
PEOPLE WHO LOVE YOU VERY HAPPY. AND YOU'RE GOING TO BE
HAPPY YOURSELVES. /// |

-8 -
Now, EVERYONE KNOWS IT'S HALLOWEEN -- AND IT'S TIME
FOR THE FUN TO CONTINUE. |

GoD BLESS YOU -- AND HAVE A HAPPY HALLOWEEN!
# # #



FORESTVILLE JUST SAY NO SHUFFLE

We are the kids—-of Forestville School,
We don't do drugs--so you know we're cool.

We're all members--of Judt S <Y No,
We're high on life--we're never down low.

Come on over--and join our crowd,
Bein' free of drugs--makes us proud.

We're struttin' our stuff--for everyone,
We don't need drugs--to still have fun.

We're not about--to gét in trouble,
We're just doin'--the § “Y No Shuffle.

We're glad you made it--for our scene,
- We don't do drugs--we're cool, we're clean.

We're stayin' off drugs--we're standin' tall,
We stay sharp--we're on the ball.

We could go on--for quite awhile,
It's time to stop--and say with a smile.

Join our crowd--don't be a fool,
Make bein' drug free--your golden rule.

Adam Namejko
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 24, 1989

Dear Students:

I know you are looking forward to a day coming soon that is one of
the most fun -- Halloween. I'm inviting you to be among my special
guests at the White House to celebrate this day. I promise you we'll
have fun, but I want this Halloween to be about more than ghosts and
goblins and scary things. While you're here, I am going to ask your
help in ending something that unfortunately isn't make-believe -- it's
frightening and real. It is the problem of drug abuse.

I hope you were able to watch when I spoke to the schoolchildren

of America last month about the problem of drugs. During my
television address, I told a story of a young boy and an old man who
were walking along a beach. As they walked, the boy picked up each
starfish he passed and threw them back into the sea. Confused, the
old man asked him why.

"If I left them here," the boy said, "they would
dry up and die. I am saving their lives."

"But the beach goes on for miles and there are
millions of starfish," the old man said. "How
can what you're doing make any difference?"

The boy looked at the starfish in his hand,
threw it into the ocean, and answered, "It
makes a difference to this one."

You can make a difference, too -- with your classmates, your friends,
and your familv -- by saying no to drugs.

I have given your teachers an anti-drug pledge card for you to read
and sign. Please fill it out and bring it with you to the White House
on Halloween. I look forward to seeing you.

Sincerely,

ZA
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here’s a story about a young boy and an old man who were
walking along a beach. And as they walked, the boy picked up
each starfish he passed and threw it into the sea. The old man
asked him why. . ;-

“If I left them here,” the boy said, “theyP —}ould dry up in ‘the sun and die. I'm
saving their lives.” :

“But the beach goes on for mlles and there are millions of starfish,” the old
man said. “How can what you're domg make any difference at all?”

And the boy looked at the starflsh m hlS hand, threw it out into the ocean
and answered, “It makes a dlfference ,to th.ls one.

You're here to make a dlfference — for yourself and those around you. So
learn to count on each other Take care of each other Give someone else
another chance. '

And make the days meahi'somethin';g_'..
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WASHINGION'S MOST FAMOUS
GHOST STORIES

BY JOHN ALEXANDER

W WESHINETO AR BOOES



3.THE WHITE

ABIGAIL ADAMS AND
HER LAUNDRY

George Washington never lived in the
White House, though he was instrumen-
tal in choosing its location. His first pres-
idential residence was in New York, his
next one in Philadelphia.

The first family to occupy the Presi-
dent’s House was not unlike any other
family that has to move into a new home
that isn’t completed. John and Abigail
Adams had to tolerate all the inconven-
ience inside, plus a wide, muddy, and
unpaved Pennsylvania Avenue. Abigail
used to say that even though the East
Room wasn’t completed, it was the
dryest area in the house. That’s the room
she used to hang her wash in.

Tricia Nixon Cox, daughter of the
thirty-seventh President, said at one time
that she was fascinated by the history of
the East Room, which included not only
affairs of state, but a few weddings and
even the quartering of troops. Tricia
smiled as she recalled the stories about
Mrs. Adams’s washdays but said that she

The Adamses, the first First Family to occupy
the President's House, moved in before it
was completed. Even today, the spirit of
Abigail Adams is supposed to carry loads

of laundry to hang in the East Room.

53
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personally had not encountered Abigail
wandering through those East Room
doors. Over the years, though, there have
been those who have seen Mrs. Adams,
with arms outstretched as though carry-
ing a load of laundry. Her spirit passes
through the locked ‘doors to the East
Room, where she spent many hours dur-
ing her husband’s Presidency. Some say
that they can tell when Abigail’s spirit
has been there, for it leaves behind the
faint smell of soap and damp clothing.
The White House seems to lend itself
to ghost stories. Liz Carpenter, press sec-
retary to Lady Bird Johnson, described it
as “a house forever changing, yet always
the same.” It has been rebuilt a number
of times. After the British put the torch
to it in the War of 1812, there was even
talk of relocating the government. The
rains that fell on the city the night of the
fire, however, extinguished the blaze and
left enough brick and mortar standing to
make rebuilding feasible. The foundation
and walls were made sound once again,
and were repainted to cover the effects of
the fire. Although the President’s House
had always been white, and might have
been called the White House before,
after this the name stuck permanently.

JAMES A. GARFIELD'S
PSYCHIC POWERS

President James A. Garfield had only
four months in the White House before a
disappointed office seeker, Charles J.
Guiteau, wounded him at Union Station.
The bullet, which entered Garfield’s
back, eventually killed him, though some
specialists today think that if the doctors
had left the bullet alone, Garfield proba-
bly would have lived. What the doctors
could not have known then was that the
bullet had lodged in - his back muscles
only inches from the point of entry. It
was harmless, but infection from the un-
sterile instruments wasn’t, Seventy-nine
days after he had been wounded, James
Garfield was dead.

Garfield had been a deeply religious
man. In addition to theology, his studies
included biology and anthropology. Just
what psychic powers Garfield possessed
can only.be speculated on, but he con-
fided to close friends that he had seen
and conversed with the spirit of his de-
parted father on several occasions, in-
cluding at least one contact while he was
in the White House.
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Above: This painting from Library of Congress
collection is entitled: “A view of the Presidents
House in the City of Washington after the
Conflagration of the 24th August 1814

Below: President James A. Garfield had psychic
powers, and claimed that he was visited in
the White House by the spirit of his
long-dead father.

THE SOLDIER WITH A TORCH

Then there’s the ghost of a British soldier
from the War of 1812, who is supposed
1o have died on the White House
grounds, that still haunts the house once
in a while. Generally, he is reported with
a torch in hand. His most recent appear-
ance was recorded in a 1954 Washington
Star article. Leslie Lieber told how a for-
mer valet for the President recalled one
occasion when he was packing luggage
for a visiting couple who were obviously
very upset. The woman appeared nerv-
ous and the man seemed irritable as he
told the valet: “Somebody, my wife in-
sists it was a ghost, was trying to set fire
to our beds all night long.”

DEPARTED VISITORS OF THE
ROSE ROOM

One spot in the White House that seems
to be frequented by a ghost or ghosts is
the Rose Room, often called the Queen’s
Bedroom because five queens have
stayed there. With its adjacent dressing
room and bath, it makes a comfortable
apartment. The bed, which probably be-
longed to Andrew Jackson, has been the
source of ribald laughter for more than a
century. More than one person is said to
have heard the sounds, and often their
tales have been repeated in newspapers.

Storytellers like to recall the scandal
involving Jackson and Peggy O'Neil. The
beautiful, vivacious daughter of a Wash-
ington tavern keeper used to entertain
Jackson and a friend of his, John Eaton,
at her father’s tavern. Her jealous hus-
band apparently couldn’t stand it. Rumor
has it that he took his own life. The re-
cently widowed Jackson liked Peggy a
Jot, but he also felt certain presidential
responsibilities. He encouraged Eaton to
marry the girl, and when Eaton did,
Jackson appointed Eaton to his Cabinet
as a wedding present.

The appointment caused quite a stir,
and the Cabinet wives snubbed the witty
Peggy Eaton because they didn’t approve
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56 of her morals. Secretary of State Martin
Van Buren liked her, though. His atten-
tion to the “beautiful Mrs. Eaton was ob-
vious”—to quote one ancient article. The
scandal was too much. Jackson accepted
Eaton’s “resignation” and then sent
Peggy and her husband to Spain in an
attempt to quiet the gossips.

Liz Carpenter, who was closely associ-
ated with the White House during the
Johnson Administration, referred to the

‘ old story of invisible laughter coming

from Jackson’s bed, and said with a

1 twinkle in her eye, “He was such a salty

T old character, I've often wondered if it -

i was his laugh.”

q Death had come to Old Hickory in

1845 at his Nashville estate, The Hermi-

tage. Within twenty years, however, his

, spirit was first reported revisiting the

15 White House by none other than Mary

' Todd Lincoln. The mystical Mrs. Lin-

coln told friends that she often heard

g Jackson stomping and swearing.

if: A White House staff member, Lillian

Rogers Parks, in a 1961 book, My 30 .

1§ Years Backstairs at the White House, tells

i | of experiencing what she believed was an

i actual encounter with Jackson in the

1 Rose Room. She was busily hemming a

I bedspread in preparation for a visit from

| Queen Elizabeth IT when she felt a pres-

i ence in the room.

' The air directly behind her seemed

cold as she sensed someone looking over

her shoulder. She could feel a ‘hand on
the back of her chair. Her scalp tight-
ened, but fear would not let her look
around. Leaving behind her sewing
basket and needle and thread, the seam-
stress quickly left, and it was weeks be-
fore anyone could talk her into going
back in there. When she did have to re-

h turn to the room, she said that she made

certain she never went alone.

T R Ty

The bed in the Rose Room is supposed to

be the one used by Andrew Jackson.

Ribald laughter attributed to his ghost is
sometimes heard coming from it. It was also
in the Rose Room that the ghost of Abraham
Lincoln appeared before Queen Wilhelmina

of the Netherlands several decades ago.




DEPARTED VISITORS OF THE
YELLOW OVAL ROOM

The Yellow Oval Room has one of the
most magnificent views in all of Wash-
ington. Looking out toward the Mall,

one can see the tall spire of the Washing- -

ton Monument, the majestic Lincoln
Memorial, and across the Tidal Basin
and through the Japanese cherry tregs,
the dome of the Jefferson Memorial. _
Thomas Jefferson used the room as a
drawing room, and often relaxed by
playing his violin there. “My, my,” Mary

Todd Lincoln once said to a friend, “how
that Mr. Jefferson does play the violin.”
Jefferson had been dead a number of
years before Mary Lincoln and her hus-
band moved into the White House. I
read in the Washington Daily News. that
she also told some of her closest friends
just after John Tyler died in 1862 that
she sometimes heard his spirit returning
to the Oval Room to woo his twenty-
year-old wife. :

It is also in that room that Woodrow
Wilson proposed to the second Mrs. Wil-
son; and that Franklin Roosevelt re-
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ceived the leaders of Congress the day
after Pear] Harbor. Noted Lincoln
scholar Carl Sandburg spent quite some
time meditating in the room a few years
ago, then emerged convinced that it was
the room in which Lincoln had reached
most of his great decisions.

During the Truman years. a White
House guard related to a reporter that
he had heard a voice calling out to him—
seemingly from the attic above the Yel-
low Oval Room. In a whisper, the voice
said: “I'm Mr. Burns. I'm Mr. Burns.”

Thinking Secretary of State James

The Yellow Oval Room has had its share of
spectral visitors including Thomas Jefferson
and John Tyler.

Byrnes was upstairs playing a trick on
him, the guard rushed to the attic stairs,
but found the entrance sealed. The guard
told the reporter that he later learned the
Secretary had not even been in the White
House that day.

The reporter nodded understandingly,
shrugged his shoulders, and left. He
marked it off as idle conversation until a
week or so later when the reporter read
something that caused him to change

. that assessment. It was an article about

White House land acquisition. The hairs
on the back of his neck bristled and his
flesh tingled as he recalled the guard’s
story. He stared at the name of the man
who had owned the land in 1790. His
name was David Burns, dubbed “Obsti-
nate Davy” by President Washington be-
cause he had not wanted to sell the land.

THE EVER-PRESENT MR. LINCOLN

Lincoln was fifty-two when. he came into
the White House, and there were almost
as many Presidents before him as have
followed him. None has left the mark on
the executive mansion that he has. In-
deed, many swear that his spirit still
walks the halls. More than a few have
testified to having seen his form standing
at the center window of the Oval Room.
During the Civil War he is said to have
often stood there—Ilooking out at Vir-
ginia with silent concern about the fate
of the Union and the miseries of war.

Lincoln undoubtedly possessed some
psychic gifts. Scholars have described
him as “introspective.” and some said
that his periods of silence were trance-
like. As a child and a teen-ager, Lincoln
was said to have been somewhat moody,
yet he always attracted friends.

His personal life was often touched by
tragedy. He lost his deeply religious
mother when he was four. When his first
love, Ann Rutledge, died of typhoid, the
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trauma thrust him into a profound mel-
ancholy, which apparently led to an
emotional breakdown several years later.

In 1842 Lincoln married Mary Todd.
They had an indisputably rocky mar-
riage. Some have said that it was held to-
gether only by their common love for
their children. Of those children, only
Robert became an adult. Edward died at
age four, Willie died of fever in the mid-
dle of his father’s first term as President,
and Tad outlived his father by only six
years.

Willie possibly was his father’s favor-
ite, and the little boy’s unexpected death
had a profound impact not only on the
President, but on Mary Lincoln as well.

The family had no gravesite in Washing- -

ton, but Supreme Court Clerk William

. Thomas Carroll offered Lincoln a tomb

for his son in the Carroll family tomb in
Oak Hill Cemetery.

Lincoln used to spend long hours at
that crypt, which is on a narrow path on
a hillside overlooking Rock Creek. There

Mary and Abraham Lincoln with their sons
(from left to right) Willie, who died during his
father's presidency, Tad, and Robert.

are two wrought iron chairs behind the
locked' iron gates of the crypt, giving
credence to the old newspaper reports
that on at least two occasions Lincoln
had the crypt opened so that he could
look at his son. Legend has it that he
would sit and stare at the dead youth for
hours and weep. Lincoln could not bear
to leave Willie alone in that cold, dank,
dark tomb.

Members of President Ulysses S.
Grant’s household believed in the ability
to communicate. with the dead, and one
of them is reported to have conversed
with Willie'’s spirit. More recently, Lynda
Johnson Robb, who occupied the room
in which Willie died, was “very much”
aware of the fact that “it was in her
room the little Lincoln boy breathed his
last breath,” Liz Carpenter told me, but
declined to elaborate.
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She also said that Lady Bird Johnson
encountered what she believed was Lin-
coln’s presence one April evening as she
watched a television special on Lincoln’s

death. “Suddenly, she was aware, con-

scious of the fact, that the room she was
in was special.” Someone was compelling
her to direct her eyes toward the man-
tel.” It wasn’t the mantel that her eyes
focused on, however, but a small plaque
she had never noticed before. Liz Car-
penter said that it told of the room’s im-
portance to Lincoln, and that as Lady
Bird Johnson read it, she felt “a chill. A
draft.” Mrs. Carpenter recalled that Mrs.
Johnson- told her later that she felt very
ill at ease. “Perhaps she felt his pres-
ence.” ,

Lincoln was not much for organized
religion, though on occasion he would
attend Presbyterian services. As a politi-
cian his views on religion had been ques-
tioned, and once when he was running
for Congress he distributed a handbill
denying that he had ever spoken “with

Willie Lincoln died at the age of 12 during his
father's presidency and was buried in the
Carroll family tomb in Oak Hill Cemetery.
Lincoln is supposed to have sat in this

chair looking at the crypt and weeping.
Willie's ghost has been seen around the

White House on several occasions.

intentional disrespect of religion.” Lin-
coln did seem to be at least curious
about spiritualism. His wife’s pursuit of
the supernatural was more overt, espe-
cially after Willie’s death. She frequently
consulted spiritualists and mediums, and
there is even a photograph of Mary
Todd Lincoln seated at a table with a
ghostlike Abraham superimposed behind
her. It is thought to be the work of a spir-
itualist photographer in the 1870’s.
Séances were held at the White House,
and there are newspaper records to indi-
cate that Abraham Lincoln attended a
couple of these. The Chicago Tribune re-
ported in 1863 that medium Charles
Shockle visited the White House. The
levitation and rapping that the President
witnessed seemed to impress him. In
1967, Suzy Smith wrote in Prominent
American Ghosts that she had learned of
another time when a medium visited the
President. A skeptical Lincoln is said to
have ordered a congressman from Maine
to sit on top of a piano that a medium




was successfully levitating. The congress-
man’s weight made no difference. Presi-
dent and congressman and others watch-
ing could hardly believe their eyes as the
piano and the congressman rose and fell
-at the medium’s command.

~ A National Geographic News Bulletin '

from August 1973 heralding a Library
of Congress exhibit on spiritualism, re-
called that the medium J. B. Conklin
supposedly received a telepathic message

from Edward . D. Baker for President.

Lincoln, who was a close friend of Bak-
er’s. Conklin received his message for the
President two months after Baker had
been killed leading Union forces into ac-
tion at Ball’s Bluff, Virginia. Conklin
told him Baker’s message was ‘“gone else-
where” and that “elsewhere is -every-
where.”

Many of the occupants of the White
House seem to have been visited by Lin-
coln.  “I think of Lincoln, shambling,
homely, with his sad, strong, deeply fur-
rowed face, all the time,” said President
Theodore Roosevelt. “I see him in the
different rooms and in the halls,” he ad-
mitted some forty years after Lincoln’s
occupancy.

Grace Coolidge is said to have seen
the specter of the President, too. In a
newspaper account I read, she said that
he was dressed “in black, with a stole
draped across his shoulders to ward off
the drafts and chills of Washington’s
night air.”

President Dwight Eisenhower’s press
secretary, James Haggerty, once said on
an ABC-TV news program that the Pres-
ident had told him he often felt Lincoln’s
presence. President Harry Truman re-
called that in the early morning hours a
little over a year after he became Presi-
dent, he was awakened by two distinct
knocks on the door of his bedroom. He
got up and went to the door, opened it,
but found no one in the hall, Just a cold
spot that went away as footsteps trailed
off down the corridor. Truman wrote in

The Lincoln Bedroom as it looked around the
turn of the century. Lincoln has been’

seen most often in this room, although his
spirit is said 10 wander through most

of the White House.
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his diary that he wished he had the bra-
vado to summon forth the Lincoin ghost
to scare his daughter and a friend who
were spending a night in the Lincoln
bedroom. )

Eleanor Roosevelt denied to reporters
that she personally had seen Lincoln’s
apparition, but she did admit to feeling
his presence. She also related a story in-
volving one of her staffers who had an
encounter. Her secretary had passed Lin-
coln’s bedroom one day and saw a lanky
figure sitting on the bed pulling on his
boots. Since Lincoln had been dead more
than three-quarters of a century, the girl
felt justified in her reaction: she
screamed and ran as fast as her legs
would carry her from the second floor.
An article in the Washington Star said
on another occasion that FDR’s valet ran
screaming from the White House and
into the arms of a guard, shouting that he
had just seen Lincoln. -

Visitors also have encountered Lin-
coln’s ghost. When Queen Wilhelmina of
the Netherlands was visiting the ' White
House quite a few years ago, she is sup-
posed to have heard a knock on the door
of the Rose Room, where she was stay-
ing. The hour was late, but thinking it
could be important, she opened the door.
Standing before the Queen, his large
frame taking up most of the doorway,
was Abraham Lincoln. A White House
staffer said that the Queen shocked the
President and other guests when she re-
lated the incident at cocktails the pext
evening. She told them that when she
saw the chilling apparition everything
went black, and when she came to, she
was lying on the floor. '

Winston Churchill never discussed it,
but he did not like to sleep in the Lin-
coln bedroom. It is the room that all vis-
iting male heads of state are quartered
in, but the British Prime Minister was
quite  uncomfortable - there. Often
Churchill would be found across the hall
the ‘next morning. Susan Ford, daughter
of President Gerald Ford, shares the un-
easiness Churchill felt. She declared in
Seventeen Magazine in the summer of
1975 that she believes in ghosts and has
no intention of ever sleeping in the Lin-
coln bedroom. :

Lincoln spent many restless nights in

President Lincoln’s body lay in state in the
East Room after his assassination, jusr gs
he had dreamed it would.

that massive old room, and no doubt suf-
fered through more nightmares than
pleasant dreams. Encyclopaedia Britan-
nica says that Lincoln believed in dreams
and “other enigmatic signs and portents”
throughout his life. Severa] of his dreams
have been reported, but none is more
memorable than Lincoln’s vision of his
own death. The President recalled one of
his dreams in which he had heard weep-
ing, sobbing, and wailing. Walking down
a White House corridor to investigate,
the President said that he saw a coffin
lying in state. Inquiring from a mourner,
“Who is dead?” Lincoln was told, “The
assassinated President.” Lincoln said that
in his dream, he walked over to the cof-
fin and looking inside, saw himself.

April 14, 1865, had begun rather rou-
tinely for President Lincoln. During the
morning, and for part of the afternoon,
he met with Cabinet officials to map Re-
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The phantom of Mary Surratt’s daughter.
Anna. has been seen knocking at the '
White House door, still pleading for the
release of her mother.

construction plans. Later that day, he
and Mrs. Lincoln went for a carriage
ride. They returned home late in the af-
ternoon to dress for the theater. Often,

!

going to the theater or opera took the
President’s mind off his troubles. General
and Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant had been una-
ble to accompany the President and Mrs.
Lincoln to Ford’s that night, but Major
Henry Rathbone and Clara Harris had
accepted the President’s invitation. The
rest of the story has been retold many
times. By the next morning Lincoln was
dead, the victim of an assassin’s bullet.

The prosecution- of the conspirators
was vigorously pursued, and feeling ran
high about exacting retribution. There is
some question even today, however,
about the guilt of at least one of those
convicted of .conspiring to assassinate
the President. Some believe that Mary
Surratt was unjustly punished. On the
eve of her execution, her daughter Anna
forced her way inside the White House
grounds and made it to the front door,
where she pleaded for her mother’s re-
lease. On the anniversary of that night,
some have claimed to have seen Anna’s
spirit banging on the front door of the
White House, pleading once more for her
mother’s release.

It has been well over one hundred
years since Lincoln’s death, but based on
the stories of scores of responsible White
House employees, members of presiden-
tial families, and Presidents themselves,
the spirit of that great American still
roams the hallways, still cares about the

_nation he fought so mightily to preserve.

Although there have been several who
have run screaming from the Lincoln
ghost, there are others, particularly those
whose turn it is to make decisions of
state, who do not fear it. His presence
seems to offer comfort and strength to
them.

“Why would they want to come back
here 1 could never understand,” Harry
Truman is quoted as having said about
the White House ghosts. In her book
Harry S. Truman, daughter Margaret
says that her father was sure ghosts were
in the White House, and at one time he
wrote “, . . so I won’t lock my doors or
bar them either. . ..”

Truman himself had no ambition to
haunt the White House, he wrote in a
letter to daughter Margaret: “No man in
his right mind would want to come here
of his own accord.”
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NEWSMAKERS

m Please help: “Just saying no”
hasn’t been enough to drive
drug dealers and gangs from
the neighborhood, so Pickard
Elementary School students
wrote President Bush seeking
his advice. Fourth-grade
teacher Mary Sunny said 950
' individually handwritten let-
ters were sent to the White

* House from children at the
school on Chicago’s South Side. i
“My neighborhood has drug !
users and gang bangers that ‘
kill people and scare little chil-
dren on the block,” wrote
Brenda Lee, a fifth-grader.
“That’s why we don’t go out-
side. We need your help.”
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McGroarty/Dooley
October 24, 1989
10:30 am
[ HALLOW]

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: CHILDRENS’ HALLOWEEN PARTY
THE SOUTH LAWN
OCTOBER 31, 1989
Time?

Thank you, Willard. Barbara and I want to welcome all of

you to the White House Halloween Party.

How many of you believe in ghosts? //// They say there’s a
ghost or two in this old house. The most famous one is one all
of you know: Abraham Lincoln. Barbara and I haven’t seen the
ghost of Abe Lincoln(walking'the halls, but this is our first

Halloween here -- so maybe we’ll see him tonight.

Halloween is a time for ghosts and goblins -- for haunted
houses and scary stories. But right now, I wagg to talk to you
about a scary story that isn’t make-believe.“Q&é§§a%yg§§ﬁ%5
illegal drugs. How they hurt people. Hurt families. Hurt kids

-~ some of them just like you.

I know you handed in the pledge when you came in -- and I
know you got your starfish pins. Last month, I went on TV to
talk to you about not using drugs. If you saw me, you already

know the story about the boy who saved the starfish. You can



»

2
read the starfish story on the Halloween bags Barbara and I will

be handing out to each of you in just a moment.

And I hope you will read it -- and think about it, too.
Because each of you are just as special as the starfish that boy
saves. And just like the boy in the story, you can help someone
else -- maybe a friend, maybe your own brother or sister -- stay

away from drugs and all the hurt and pain they cause.

Today I want to tell you the same thing Barbara and I tell
our own grandchildren: drugs are dangerous. You don’t need
drugs to make you feel good -- or to be cool. Or to make
friends. So if anyone tries to get you to take drugs -- even

once -- you can say: "No thanks, I'm drug free." ////

If you do that, you’re going to make a lot of people who

love you very happy. And you’re going to be happy yourselves.
/11 |

1

Now, everyone knows it’s Halloween -- and it’s time for the

fun to begin.

God Bless you -- and have a happy Halloween!

# # #



| HAVE TAKEN THE PRESIDENTS
ORUG FREE PLEDGE

.

iBd evek Boer-PaL-EUl N THL B SIaaud-SNOLING QI @T:RT NOW 68.-£2-100 ° —




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Bruce Zamca
Z\/m‘ /\)avm er - Entertainment

Pebphi — Lead -
e A7 — Startish
\Omi Benech QJM%@ (o r’dg

Debbie Remash

ngk £PPVWCE T hm/ el
WHCA - 6/%@@ s C
[/Ut\ {am/ 6/&77[.7

pr?%ﬁ <

3 U 5 aders— arts scheels
&) /0/@44 oaul Jregrents



"t vt

£
e

B to
’_1'Moot pumpkin tnrmed “the door
hte White Homse for/250. Washington~
wchool children who ded.a Balloween

- : - gl QO
i ek SR i rva e A AN b T A A AR ‘Photos by Charies Delveuhlo—mwmmmi
e

chl.ld}er; Jom the goblms und gremlins at Tncw Nu:ons halloween party in. the Ea.st Room of the Whue Hou.se. :

Into a Pumpkzn

" By Marie Smith
‘_“_In all its 169 years the




ORIUFBaY, SYVVe 4y dFUr

Fashions

_Of Gold-

vz

.By Nancy L. Ross

Zarrin Bokhari’s middle
name isn’t really: Rumpel-
sstiltskin, It just seems that- ~
way. For the gossamer crea-
tions she spins out of gold
must surely equal the finest

cloth ever produced by the ™+
old gnome of t_lge fairy tale. "
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- . malicious” the accusation that
eoe‘: r;g:;‘ise; ,ﬁ‘,’ﬁh&” :'; presidential papers have been
he known fires have been |improperly withheld from his-
nfined to the sets them-|torians at the Franklin D.
Roosevelt Library

Rhoads denrded any impro-

priety in the case of Dr. Rich-
nfined to any particular ard.P. 'I‘ria;ina, dean of Vl:'abnsh
" College Indiana, who has
&immﬁvfemiﬁ said that 16 or so FDR letters

pere are 65 million in use. (4 yoq up later in a three-vol:
ume compilation of Roosev-
The estimate of 10,000 fires elt's foreign-affairs papers pre-
year .was .based on projec- pared ‘by a Hyde Park staff
ons- from a commission BUr-imember and published earlier

—__ SO Aktn waan hr the Harvard Uni-

—-—eowes wasue AdYU
documents were kept
Rhoads told reporte:
the letters withhek
'Traina were kept priv.
reasons specified in the
nal bequest of the doct:
such as contents includ
famatory remarks to
persons or threatening
national security.

The letters, sought by
were written by Claud
ers, FDR's Ambassa:
Spain in the period frc
ot 1937. Rhoads said

January of 1967, when
last asked for the doer

enma_nf them we
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TRICIA, Frop, C1 : Smfigltg, performed ¢ ;.. Tived earlfey j the day fpop, I-
. n ~ Sleight of hand tricks, .~ Tthampt, , Ma S, to ..
the threshholq they were in Just inside ¢, door Lyte speng the weekenq at the -,

a Iapq of make-beljeye, Howard, the clown of Ajmas - White Hoyge, didn’t put 1 =

Hehum-ﬂuedb alloopng ‘Temple, Quickly twisted eol. an appearange. .
floated near tp,e celling, or-  oreq 0008 into  apjm . “She may pe here, but'y._
ange and higep CTeDe paper  Shapes apq thrust them jng, : don't knoy, What costume
stre d lifeir, .. the dozeng of Ubstretched she Would be wey, )" T

mers an e4ize paper . .- ittle  hangg SWrounding  ¢fg. fald, indicating g1, did
~-€. " him, Tty e E Dot know gj; - Erown-ypg

liers, caryeq Pumpking iy, .. At one end of the Toom  in costume g¢ the party, -
¢omic faces Joareq Out from ~ the Smithsonjap Instity. Both Mrs, Nixon, who pae y
nooks gpq corners, fijjaq tion’s resident PubDet. thea. heep I this weey Wwith

i led cor. . Pie- B S, and hep 'daug,hter,‘_
turesque piles of yejjge har. ‘Brown arionetteg, inelug- Julie, toyreq the party Scene
vest corn dotted the scene, .. ing three dancing blue efe. an hoyr before the: gyests }

mbers of the Marine Phants, ", ¢ontinuous  arriveq. And: Trioig gy5g she
- Show, - . . . @ : j

een e -

musie ip the hajj Were cos. - As  Miss - Nixon turneq every stage of 1t” from the °
tumed 4 Witches gpg - from Watching 5. complete beginning N

horned req devils, ’ berformance of the show, As she Walked from room "
i House staffers Surroundeq by Teporters and ¢, room, she wag trailed by :
dressed each young gyest in Youngsterg who watched her young gyestg Who plieq her -

" @ fringedq DPlastie boncho of face altemate]y.with the ac. it] questiong: “Who are -
yellow, Orange op black a5 ‘tion, she Said of the party “I  yoyo» “What are yoyur» _

- they walked down the haln ‘think jf there jg Something “When do we eat,” - ~
i toward the Eagt Room that hagn:¢ been done before . At 1:30 she-joineq them i .

Which wag converteq into 3 (in the White House) this is  the State Dim'ng.. Room -
carnjva} Scene, i o . Where ghe ngsterg
' the door the Masked She saig Halloween Isone were Seated, aj] 5t one time =

Youngsters darted to tpe at-  of her favorite bolidays pyg - a¢ the tap y -

actions tha¢ 4 t caught sn’t brated by for state dinnerg but wigh

€Il eyes. Acrosg the room “trick ting” gince she the Jagg shorten Yester.
a row of apples was 12 A Y.
hung by 838 from 5 rod Yesterds was. definite]y After aj d eatep all
for the “Bite Apple” er treat. The p, was hep €Y wanted, John Nideckep
8ame. : .- idea ang she workeq closely uty speciaj assistant tq -

Near it ty, young mag;. | With Lycy- Winchestep in

and . A

, Lar y . d
Davidson, ages 12anq 14 re.

Ticia :Nixon wis
- drefreshmgnts
Ory - on Pagg‘ CI1. -
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-In all its 169 years the
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- Nancy Hanks, special Wh|te House assistant for cultural
. affairs, ]udges the artistic works of White House staffers -
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" who carved pumpkins for Tricia Nixon’s Halloween party.
Nancy holds the winner—the work of the Secret Service.

By ISABELLE SHELTON l ¢
. Star Staff Writer
"rhé Secret Service; which likes to remain
anonynious, found itself in the White House spot-
" light yesterday—as first prize winner ina pump-
kin-carvibg contest!
i Agent Ron Pontius, lookinig decidedly uncom-
- fortable on camera, was summoned to pose with
his winning creation—an ugly witch with a droop-
Ing dill-pickle.nose and bloodshot eyes, its ears
and mouth fashioned from pieces of a red apple. .
'The SS offering was “very clever’ and “pret-
ty scarey " looking,” said Nancy Hanks, the new /
pecial assistant to the President for cultural .. -
afiairs the contest judge.
_ Pontius said he would share his prize—a bottle
. 0f champagne—with two secretaries in the SS .
offlcs who had guided his knlfe—Mrs. June Burton
; ers Nancy Burns, o

b]
B f

" For Tncra s Party

i Social Secretary Lucy Wlnchester was res on-
ﬁgﬂd .for thépumpkin contest, admittedly vfsed )
-a-mm of- getting help “in readying lots of .,';;

;. pumpkind for Tricla Nixon’s Halloweenparty to.

’ morrow for children in the Urban, Servica Corps
Wldenlng Horlzons Program, '

" Entértainment at Tricia’s party will include
tb Pup&eteera, two magiclans

Ffortine tellers, Jonothar Frid (Baraabes in t'he
-“Dark Shadows" TV mow) md a strolling tmu
badour. ‘

Music from an antiqué calliope will greet t.he o,
250 children as they t from thelr buses, They .
will enter the mansion themouthota_.
huge orange’ pumpkin that be hung over the |
north entrance to the White House, Inside, two
witches behind steaming cauldrons wﬂlbewalﬁng

+ to hand out a face nask to each child.

. Each child also will be given a gaily eolored
poncho in Halloween colors, Refreshments, to be
served.in the State Dining Room at small tabla, .
Eﬂl include urut;n enand bmva Halloween cake, .

e cream mo allowem a orange-
colored punch. | Mqﬂd

e A S:tuatlon

Second prize in the contest, which was held ln o
the white marblé entrance foyer of the mansion,
~ was submitted by the staff in the Situation Room,

Fo00 5 Cbiat Photographer Bay Lastg |

‘A "coolle" with a straw hut?

' perature:

which is headed by the President's top foreign

+_pollcy adviser, Henry Kissinger.

This seemed to amuse Mrs. Winchester and
Miss Hanks (who didn’t know who had submitted
what entry; the names were on pieces of paper

- " placed inside eacli pumpkin).

“Tell Henry I want him up here right away,”

! gald Miss Hanks, chuckling.

“Wouldn't you know—Henry s in the society
columns again,” laughed Mrs. Winchester,
er didn’t show up, but the two men who °

" carved the pumpkin did—Duty Officers Maurice

Hendrix and Melvin Hall. They did the work the
night before “in between the Lebanon crisis and

' Vietnam,” they said.

Their offering~which Miss Hanks called

“old- fashroned and "marvelous lobking”—had a

oo Continued on Page C4

|RST- LAY
#STILL|LL

Fimt Lady Pat Nixon, who ' was confined to
her bed Monday " night with what was then

l--dlagnosed as -a “24-hour virus,” still has not

recovered and has cancelled all the events on

" her schedule for today and tomorrow.

* The First Lady Is making “steady improve-
ment,” however, according to Dr. Walter Tkach,
personal ghyslclan to the President. “Her tem-

normal, and she is eating regularly,
and yesterday sat up to have lunch with
daughter Tricla, the First Lady's ataft director
Constance Stuart told a press briefing this
morning,

Among the events cancelled on Mrs. Nixon’s

. -.schedule was her planned attendance this morn-
- ing at a meeting of the committee that is re.

furbishing the Blair and Blair-Lee Houses, and
attendance at an Intér-American Press Assocla-

" . tion tomorrow nlght, at which the Prealdeut will,

apeak oo i

i

“
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;- For Tricia’s Party %,
w: "~ -Social Secretary Iaicy Winchester was ra%?on-’
gible for the.pumpkin contest, admittedly devised
as a-means of getting help -in reagdying lots of
N pumpkins for Tricia Nixon's Halloween party to-
“x¢- morrow for children in the Urban Service Corps!
Widening Horizons Program. = .~~~ =~ "
' Entertainment at Tricia’s party will include-
the Smithsonian Puppeteers, two magicians, two
I fortune tellers, Jonothan Frid (Barnabas in the
. . “Dark Shadows” TV show) and a strolling trou-
A badour. co . o
Music from an antiqué calliope will greet the
* 250 children as they alight from their buses. They
.i» will enter the mansion through the mouth of a
- huge ‘orange’ pumpkin that will be hung over the
north entrance to the White House. Inside,.two
witches behind steaming cauldrons will be waiting
.. to hand out a face mask to each child. .
... Each child also.will be given a gaily colored
l - poncho in Halloween colors. Refreshments, to be
: served in the State Dining Room at-small tables,
a' will include orange and brown Halloween cake,
ice cream molds in Halloween shapes, and orange--

- colored punch. :

P A Situation-. “, . " -
¢

. Second .prize in the contest, which was held in
. the white marble entrance foyer of the mansion,
. was submitted by the staff in the Situation Room;:
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Prise for
Pumphin
Of the

President

The Great Pumpkin.

By Judith Martin' "~

A portrait of President
Nixon in pumpkin, with
crazy eyes and a particu-

- larly bulbous yellow squash

for a nose, won first prize
yesterday in. the * White
House’s second biennial
pumpkin carving contest for
members of executive office
staffs.

Marvin Sadik, director of
the National Portrait Gal-
lery, chose the winner while
under the impression that it
was a caricature of presiden-
tial assistant John D. Ehr-
lichman.

“Oh, well,” he said, when
he found out that it repre-
sented the Presijent. “It’s:
been nice. 1 just want to say
it’'s been a wonderful two
years.”

Meanwhile, the two White
House secretaries who had

" carved it, Kathy Bachman

Herb. Klein's staff won sec-
ond prize.

and Tony Sidley, twirled the
bottle of champ agne
wrapped in black and or-
ange crepe paper which

_they had won, and began to

hedge. Instead of admitting
that their pumpkin was of
their President, they

-switched to saying, “It's

whoever you $hink it is.”
Sadik, who seemed.to be
the only personpresent who
didn’t think it was Richard
Nixon, commented, ‘“That
shows what the director of
the National Portrait Gal-
lery knows about what looks

" like what,” and tried to in-

terest the reporters present
in the news that the gallery

- had just acquired a Norman

Rockwell oil of the Presi-
dent. Asked for his Judg-

ment on that, he pronounced

it “not bad.”
The pumpkin contest was
organized by White House
See PUMPKIN. C8, Col, 1

i

Photos by Charles Dcl Vecchio—The Washington Post
The Vice President's scheduling office’s entry.
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Thursday, Oct, 26, 1971
- Prize
PUMPKIN, Fro;rl C1

social secretary Lucy Win-

chester, who sald that she

had applied “the Tom Saw-
A yer fence painting princi-
;  Dple” to get decorations for a
{ Hallowe'en party at the
. 'White Hoiuise on Friday for
: handicapped children. After
: alerting all White Housge of-
ficers to the contest mem-
oranda, she ordered a truck-

r . load of pumpkins which was

delivered to partlcipating
offices yeSterday morning.

A similar contest was held
at the White House two -
years ago, when a Secret
Serviceman won a coneful
of candy corn. None of the
" staff members present could
‘recall how the White House
had celebrated Hallowe'en.
last year.

This year, there were sev-

© )

SCENE

for Pumpkin of the President

" Kennedy (D-Mass) covered
- with lettuce and bearing the * . -

eral dozen entrles. The of-
fice of Herbert Klein, direc-
tor :of communications for - -

the Executive Branch, won
second prize with one of the
several entriés caricaturing
the Chinese. Third - prize - :
went to presidential assis-- - - °
tant H. R. Haldeman's staff, : .
which submitted a dyed red.: .-
pumpkin carved to look Hke
a devil's head, .
Other entries included - -
two pirates, a bride, a witch S
with a White House press
pass (submitted by Mrs. Nix- ;' |
ons staff), & Sen. Edward - .

- .

~

" . banner “No, ah, I don't, ah,

think the prospects in 72 . .
have wilted for me” and .
signed by “Speechwriting
Staff, EOB;” a portrait of
White House curator Clem-
ent Conger as “The Grand

. .. Acquisitor” by his staff; and
““a pumpkin with “Spiro Is

My Hero” buttons for eyes.
and Washington Post and

New York Times mastheads :

for a hat, from the Vice

President'’s schedullhg of- -
fice, - C . -
A researcher from the

Council of Economic Advis-
ers, Zell Berman; said that

her office's entry wasn't
¢ very elaborate but that she

. had come to the contest-to -
get it back because  the
. Council wantéd to ;maie a
Uy plefromit o
" Most of the names of the -

offices were concealed ini'

.side their pumpkin entries! -
- because, & White House staf- i
fer explained, the statusof *
the carver should not influ- -
ence the judging. Sadik said :
that he had -made Lis

""" cholces on facial expressive-
ness,

1

""" "“All entries will be dis-

' .'played at Friday's party, at

.. which Mrs. Nixon will re.

' -celve 150 children from the
' 'C. Melvin Sharpe Health
.'School and"Thé Hospital for

..~ .Slck Children, -

. - Reporters who cover that

. 'party were requested to ap-
.pear in costume, in a press

' release which Mrs. Nixon’s -

. staff put. out under the

:.'Us to Adorable You.”

; standing in a mushroom
"{i patch, reproduced from a
' i greeting card, decorates the
~ 7|, White House press release,
" which promises “A prize for
the most appropriate press
. costume will be
" awarded!i”

.. heading of “From Adorable.
A plctire of a little girl |

1
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Oot 242,
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~—United Press lnternatlonal

: who cqrved pumpkms for Tricia Nixon’s Halloween party. -
N incy holds the winner—the work of the Secret’ Servnce. .

Ncncy Hanks, speclal White House assistant for culturul
offalrs, ]udges the artistic. works ‘'of White House staffers

. Which is headed by the Presrdent's top forelgn
policy adviser, Henry Kissinger, - -

. This seemed to amuse Mrs. Wmchester and
--Miss Hanks (who didn’t know. who had submitted
what eniry; the names were.on preces +of paper
placed inside each pumpkin),

“Tell Henry I want him up here right away,”

' said Miss Hanks, chuckling, -
. “Wouldn't you, know—Henry s in the society
columns again,” laughed Mrs. Winchester.
\ -Kissinger didn’t show up, but the two men who *
- carved the pkin did—Duty Officers Maurice
.. - Hendrix ant{u'll'\'l[nelvm Hall. They did-the work the

- . night before “in between the Lebanon crisis and
,"Vietnam,” they said.
i .Their offering—which- Miss Hanks called
? "old fashloned and -marvelous  lobking”—had a

: Continued on Page C4

By ISABELLE SHELTON
%, Star Stalt Writer

Secret Service; which likes to remain
.anonynious, found itself: in the White House  spot-
:light yesterday—as ﬁrst prize winner in a pnmp- i
*+* - kin-carving contest!; ’ Y
g ‘Agent Ron_ Pontlus, lookirig decidedly uncom- o
- fortable oni -camera,’ was summoned to pose with | .

7 his winhing creation—an ugly witch with a droop-
ing dill-pickle . nose and. bloodshot eyes, its ears"
and- mouth fashioned from pieces of a red-apple. ::

>The” SS offering was “very clever” and “pret-

ty searey ‘looking,” said Nancy Hanks, the new /
"special - assistant to the Presrdent for cultural A
affmrs, the.contest judge; . t
- *> Pontiu§ Said he would share his prize—a bottle,
. of; ‘champagne—with two secretaries in the S§. » 3
‘ offécshv‘svh& had gmded hrs kmfe—Mrs. June Burton -

[

First Lady Pat Nixo whof was 'confmed to
her bed--Monday* night iwith ‘what was then
diagnosed” as a -*24-hour virus,”.still has not
recovered ‘and has cancelled all the events on,
her schedule for today and tomorrow,

* The- First Lady is ‘making -“steady improve-
ment » however, according to Dr. Walter Tkach,
personal physrclan to the Presrdent “Her'tem-

“Dark Shadows” TV show) and a strolling trou-‘ .
“badour. - ok WO

. "tMusie from an antiqué calliope wﬂl greet the §
j-- 250 children as they alight from their buses. They

1 . will enter the mansion through the mouth of a
. huge orange’ pumpkin that will be hung over, th
.forth entrance to the Whité House. Inside,.tw
witches behind steaming: cauldrons w:llbewalting

i.to-hand out a face mask:to eachi child.
5 : ; ”  Among the events cancelled on Mrs. leon's
ng‘cdiln ngﬁ also wi!llbe Wmﬂﬂytsmhrgg o . % .schedule was her planned attendance this morn-
e égf? Dg)in orsmm e:n , to . . ing at a meeting of the committee that is-re-
-'5er mcllnud e g at small tables, furbishing the Blair and Blair-Lee Houses, and
m o oldr?ge and. browni Halloween.cake, .} ; At attendance at an Inter-American Press Associa-
! cream mo! Halloween shapes,qndorange- B . - tion tomorrow: ~n1ght at which the ' President wnl

3Ry DH s
2 R4 m't <-1 Y B

- daughter, Tricia, the First Lady’s staff director,
Constance Stuart told & - press brleﬁng thls
morning.

s Secontl pnze in the contest wluch was held in
;"' the white. marblé entrance’ foyer of the mansion,
was subm1tted by the staff in the Situation. Room,

peraturetis normal, ard she is eating regularly,” -
"yand yesterday . sat’ up to:have lunch with her -
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: ;,-a»mea:;'s o'i‘;fettinlé_ ‘hel T
pumpkins. for Tricia Nizon’s Halloweenparty to:’.
w for. children: in:the Urban Service Cory

0
Wideéning Horizons Program. ; " ... [ 5 4%
i i Entertainment -at- Tricia’s ‘party . will"include's
“* the Smithsonian Puppeteers, two magicians, two
- "+ fortune tellers, Jonothan Frid (Bammabas in the
.~+ -“Dark Shadows” TV show) and a strolling trou-
4. . badour. et N
, - Music from an antiqué calliope will greet the -
250 children as they alight from their buses. They
. will enter the mansion  through the mouth of a'
.. ‘huge orange’ pumpkin that will be hung over the’,
.north entrance to the White House. Inside, :two
witches behind steaming cauldrons will be waiting
"+ to hand out a face mask:to each child. "'
| . . ... Each child also.will be given a gaily colored -
... *.ponelio in Halloween colors; Refreshments, to be.
- ., "served. in the State Dining Room.at-small tables,
" will ‘include orange and brown Hallowéen cake, ..
- jce cream molds in Halloween shapes, and orange~
colored punch. . . S e )
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the white. marble entrance; foyer of the mansion,
- was submitted by the staff in the Situation:Room,
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i ,. The Great Pumpkin. .

By Judith Martin

A portrait. of President

Nixon in pumpkin, with
crazy eyes -and a particu-

- larly bulbous yellow squash

for a nose, won ﬁr§t prize
. yesterday in. the ~ White
‘House’s ‘second -biennial
- pumpkin carving contest for
members of executxve offlce
‘staffs. B

".the National Portrmt Gal-
lery, chose the winner while
“tnder the impression that it
. Was a caricature of presiden-

“tial assistant John D Ehr-'

lichman.

“Oh, well,” he saxd when’
.he found out “that it repre-
sented the President. “It’s
-been nice. I just want to say
it’s been a wonderful two
years.”

Meanwhile, the two Whlte

- House secretaries who had
* carved it, Kathy Bachman

"Marvin Sadlk dlrector ‘of*

" Herb. Klems stafj won sec- -
g ond prize. .

- -~wrapped-. in- black" and or-

-in the news that the gallery
- had ‘just acquired a Norman

) idley, tw.
of ' champ

ange crepe' paper which
. they had won, and began to
" hedge. Instead of admitting
‘that their” pumpkm was of
their, Presxdent they
-switched to --saying, “It’s
whoever you jhmk it is,”
.Sadik, who seemed to be
ithe only person:present. who
“didn’t thmk it was_Richard
leon, commented " “That
shows what the- dlrector of
.the National Portrait’ Gal-
lery knows about what looks
~like what,” and fried to in-
terest the reporters present

Rockwell - oil of tlie Presi-
dent. ‘Asked, for his judg-
ment on that, he pronounced
it'“not bad”" -» ;
The pumpkin- contest was
‘organized by White House :
See PUMPKIN, C8, Col. 1

Photas by Charles Del Vecchio—The Washington Post
The Vice President’s scheduling -office’s entry,

TN
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' PUMPKIN, From C1 ‘j P
soclal secretary Lucy Win.:

chester, who said that she
had applied “the Tom Saw-
yer fence . painting princi-
ple” to get decorations for a
Hallowe’en party at the
. White House on Friday for
handicapped children, After

.. alerting all White Houge of.
" ficers to the contest mem-

oranda, she ordered a truck-

. 'load of pumpkins which was .
delivered to participating

offices yesterday morning,
A similar contest was held

at the White House' two -

years .ago, when a Secret

Serviceman won a ¢oneful .

of candy corn. None of the
. staff members present could
" ‘recall how the White Houge
had celebrated Hallowe’en.
last year, . R

. This year, there were gev- -

"+ . pass (submitted by Mr5. Nix-

. several entriég caricaturing -

" Kennedy (D-Mass.) covered *.
.; With lettuce and bearing the.-
" . banner “No, ah;'I don't, ah,

eral dozen entries, The of- ; |

fice of Herbert Klein, direc-

-tor :of commuiications for - -

the Executive Branch, won : -
second prize with one of the™

the Chinese.” Third - prize
went to presidential assis
tant H. R. Haldeman's staff,
which submiitted a dyed red
pumpkin carved to look like
a devil’s head. ‘.’ )

two. pirates, a bride. a witch
with a White . House press

ons ‘staff),'a Sen.Edward:

think the prospects:in '72
have wilted. . for me” and' "

. Slgned- by '“Speechwriting' "~
" . Staff, EOB;”: a portrait of
-White House curator Clem-

ent Conger as “The Grand

3

/.~ New York Times mastheads

‘- " A researchér from the'
. ers, Z

'») very elaborate. but that’shie-

'

; Acquisitor” by his staff; and; ;.

, side” their ,
i because, 4 White House staf-*

" ence the judging. Sadikisaid - :

m——— -y

\

- cholces on facial expressive.
,ness.. - , :
“All" entries” will be dis.
played at Friday's party, at ~
which “Mrs: Nixon' will re.
elve 150- children from the
'Melvin - Sharpe Health
chool and Thé' Hospital for
1o

‘a8 pumpkin with “Spiro Is:’
My Hero” buttons for: eyes
-and Washington Post and

for a 'hat,‘from the Vice.
President’s . schedulihg of- '
'ﬁce." ‘ DR L o -

ick Children, - : .

. .Reporters who cover that’

“party were requested to ap-

.pear In ‘costiime, in a press

~ release which Mrs. Nixon's !

" /staff put.out under the
eading; of “From Adorable.

§t0 Adotable You”» .

"A pleture |of ‘a litile girl -

tanding i1 a - mushroom

Council of Economic ‘Advis--*
ell ‘Berman, said that.

“her office’s ‘entry - wasnw't

‘had come to the-coritest to-
et it .back ‘becatse . the
Courncil wanted’ to:mak
ple fromiit, ©1 ¢ L
Most of the names.'of the

. offices were concéaled iné

1

pumpkin’. enfries'!

¥

: .; greeting card, decorates the

; White House, 'press release, °
‘Which ‘promises “A prize for
ii the. most appropriate press
~costume ZWIll - be
" awardediltt® o .

fer explained, the-status of :*
the carver should not infly- .=

that' he had ‘made. his' -

! f‘ pateh,” reproduced from g.: - -

L




."17-foot pumpkin
he White House
chool children who

tormed the door {0
m-:zso Washington
ded a Halloween

W

o -

; parly ‘there

_The wummn Post_ -

feshﬂay.v cia Nixon was
hostess, prondlng masks and refresliments
for her young guests. /Story on Page CL
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Fashions::

By Nancy L. Ross

Zarrin Bokhari’s middle’

name “isn’t .really- Rumpe]

must’ sm'ely equal the finest': .
cloth ever produced .by -the”

old gnome of the fairy tale,

Karach

- e e

ne any of these parts or|the National Archives, yester-
e insulation on the‘;‘d deaths |42Y denounced as “false and
ﬁmo'i‘l‘g/i::stleaas;ues e:ave malicious” ‘the accusation that
een reported, at least half of |Presidential papers have been
khe - 'known ifires .have been {improperly withheld from his-|
onfined . to the set§ them- torians at “the Franklin D.
lves,’ El}:ﬂ‘!lldt:ﬂd- lcl " Roosevelt lerary at\ Hyde
_Present data are insuficien .
v;am:ragy;e hazlauxgsmara: ‘Rhoads denied any impro-
nfined to - articular priety in the case of Dr, Rich-
X dels, hepsald. fard P, Traing, dean of Wabash
; tf!s or mo h urred in | College in Indiana, who has
A few f‘mm;“ °°°°f ticn |52l that 16 or so FDR letters
acliand vl s]ents, lnw were ' -denjed -to- him, ‘but
e::e ::: lt?vsver volg:gw. 158+ | turned- up }ft:ir in afthlxl'ee-vol-

§ ‘o |ume compilation of ‘Roosev-
The-estimate of 10,000 fires elt’s foreign-affairs papers pre-
.year was .based -on _projec- pared :by & ‘Hyde Park staff
> member and published earlier
—he_the Harvard Uni-

[ N PP PR 1YY
documents were kept
him. also.

Rhoads told reportex
the letters withhel
"Traina were. kept priv.
reasons specxfxed in the
nal bequest of the docu
such as contents includ
famatory _remarks to
persons or tbreaten!ng
national security. -

The letters, sought by
were written by Claud
ers, FDR's Ambassac
Spain in the period frc
ot 1937. Rhoads said -

January of 19867, when
last asked for the docu

some .of them were stil
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Junior High School, Silver

S | THE'WE&%&%N*POST;!
 * Saturday, Nov. 1, 1969°

C3..
' “The childrep entered the White House through the
mouth of 4 17-foot ta]] Yellow plywood pumpkin encasing
y the door, Opee across the thregholq they were g vayl'gﬁid of
/ make-believe.’f, _
T 1 .' ’ H . 11 A ‘ | E |
TRICIA, From C1 Spring, performed thej,. Tived earljer j, the day from
the th hhold th i sleight of hand tricks, No hampton, Mass,, to .,
- “ireshhold tney weee n Just inside the door Lyye Sbend th Weekend gt ¢p, .
a land of Make-beljeve, ¥ Howarq, the clown of Almas  White House didn’t py¢ in .
Heh'um~filled ballogp s Temple, Quickly twisted col. an appearan .
floated peayr the ceiling, of. ored balloons * jng, animaj “§he May be here, byt 1 -
el T L S e, T e
Streamers ang lifesize paper little hapg Surrounding a said, indicating ghe did |
skeletong hung from chande. . ot know aj] the grown-yps :
liers, carved Pumpking witp At one epg of the room costume at the barty, 5
Comic faceg leered oyt from the : Smithsonian Instity. B T .
N0oks ang corners, fijje

0 S. Nixon, Who hag

tion’s resjdent Pubpet thea. beep il thj

With drieq cornstalks, Pic.  tep Presented the Bop
turesque piles of yellow hap. ro

@a

3

"
-
5
o

Julie, toyreq the party Scene
he scene, " ing three dancing blue ele. an
Memberg of the Marine han i

our before the guests
, in g continuoysg arrived, And Tricia said she
Ombo  that blared, oyt show, ‘ herself haq “been enjoying -
Mmusic in the pap were cos As  Miss Nixon turneq évery stage of it” from the
as witches ganq from Watching 5 complete  beginnijn . . )
horneqd red devilg, Performance of the show, As she walked from room
ite House stafferg Surroundeqd by reporters ang to room, sh
dressed €ach young gyest in

youngsters wh, watched he . young gyestg Who plied hep
€ poncho of face alternate]y With the ge. with questions: “Who are -
tion, she said of the barty “I  yoy?» you?” _
e hall think if there is Something  “Whep do we eat,” ~
toward tpe East Room that hagn’t bee

n done before At 1:30 she joineq them in .
verted intg g (in the White House) thig is  the State Dining Room -
carniva] g it : Where ghe 250 youngsterg
At the door the masked She saig Halloween is one  were Seated
Youngsters darted tq the at- i

,a:hlatonetime Ty
of her favorite holidays byt  at the tab, ly u
tragtlons that firgt caught e 3 brated

by for state dinners pyt With
“trick or treating” since she  th rten
red appleg Was 12, :

hung by stringg from 3 rod Yesterday was defim’tely : =
for the «gjsa an Apple” pep treat. The Party washer  they Wanted, Johp Nidecker,

game, idea anqg she worked closely
Near jt two young magy. with Lucy Winchester in
cians, . Arnold planning €ach detaj]. Be-
Davidson, ages 12and 14 re-

Spectively, Students a¢ Sligo

' ashington Post
‘ricia Nixon was
and refresh‘mgnts
°TY on Page Cl.

‘ party i

By Marie Smith
In all its 169 years the
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Hall of a Thousand and One Columns

The history of the symbols making up a
complete hallmark on modern silver began
with the leopard’s head, introduced in 1300
and first known as the king’s mark, indicating
that a silver article had been sampled and
tested and was of sterling standard—i.e., con-

“taining at least 92.5 percent fine silver. When

the lion passant was introduced as the stan-
dard mark, the leopard’s head was retained as
the London town mark. In 1478 a crown was
added; but since 1821 the head has remained
uncrowned. Provincial offices, when subse-
quently recognized, had their own distinctive
town marks.

The maker’s mark was introduced by a stat-
ute of 1363. At first a device was used—a fish,
a key, or a fleur-de-lis, for example—often
taken no doubt from the sign outside the
goldsmith’s shop. Gradually, it became the
practice for the maker to use the initials of his
Christian name and surname, either alone or
in conjunction with a device. In 1697, when
the Britannia standard was introduced, the
adoption of the first two letters of the maker’s
surname was made compulsory. The previous
form of mark was revived in 1720, when the
sterling standard was restored. The new mark,
however, was struck on articles made in the
Britannia standard. In 1739 a statute ordered
all silversmiths to substitute for their two ex-
isting forms of mark a single one with the ini-
tials of their Christian names and surnames in
new characters. Manufacturers are obliged to
register ‘their marks at the assay office to
which they submit their wares.

The hallmarking of plate was entrusted to
one of the wardens of the London Gold-
smiths’ Company, who held office for one
year. Probably to identify the warden respon-
sible for marking a particular-ware, an al-

" phabetical date-letter system was._introduced.
“Such a system is known to have existed as ear-
ly as 1478. The letter was changed annually
and, on completion of one alphabet, the char-
acter of the letters or the shape of the sur-
rounding shield was altered. This practice has
been adopted by all British assay offices. The

London office uses the alphabet from A to U,

omitting the J, and changes the date letter

each May. At the Birmingham, Sheffield, and

Chester offices, the alphabets selected are of

25 letters; the change is made each July. The

date letter denotes the year of assay and

marking, not necessarily that of manufacture,
although in most cases these are the same.

The lion passant was introduced in 1544 and
is used by all the English offices to denote that
a silver article is of the sterling standard. At
Edinburgh the sterling standard mark is a
thistle, and at Glasgow (closed 1963) a thistle
and a lion rampant were used. In 1697 the
standard of wrought plate was compulsorily
raised to 95.84 percent. This step was taken to
prevent silversmiths from melting coins for
their raw material, The figure of Britannia and
a lion’s head erased replaced the lion passant

. and leopard'’s head, respectively, on silver of
this standard, which was known as Britannia
or New Sterling. The higher silver content re-
sulted in a softening of the ailoy. Consequent-
ly, it proved to be not entirely suitable for
domestic plate, and in 1720 the old standard
was restored together with the former marks.
Articles made occasionally in the higher stan-
dard are struck with the Britannia marks. For
this standard the English provincial offices use
their normal town marks in conjunction with
the figure of Britannia. The Edinburgh office
includes the lion’s head erased with the figure
of Britannia and its own town marks, as did
the Glasgow office.

Additional marks are often found on silver.
From 1784 a duty imposed on plate was col-
jected by the assay offices on behalf of the
commissioners of customs and excise. To sig-
nify that the duty had been paid, a mark con-
sisting of the soverejgfi’s head in profile was
struck in addition to the usual symbols. The

underground
Byzantium.

duty was finally abolished in 1890 (in 1798 in

respect of watchcases), the mark then becom-
ing obsolete. Silver of this period therefore
~ normally bears the head of one of the follow-
ing: George 111, George 1V, William IV, Vic-

toria. See also hallmarks.
-tableware silver content regulation 5:387a

Hall of a Thousand and One Columns,
reservoir in 6th-century-aD -

-aqueducts and reservoirs of
Byzantium 1:1038f

Hall of Fame, Baseball: see Baseball Hall
of Fame.

Hallopora, extinct genus of bryozoans (moss

animals) found in Ordovician to Devonian

Hallopora elegantula, middle Silurian in age,
collected from the Rochester Shale, Lockport,
N.Y.

By courtesy of the Butfalo Museum of Science

marine rocks (between 500,000,000 and’

345,000,000 years old). Hallopora is distin-
guished by the large size of its pores and by its
hternal structure. Various species of Hal-
lopora are known, some of them useful for
stratigraphic correlation.

-fossil bryozoans and eras, illus. 5 7:563

Halloween, in medieval times All Hallows
Eve, a holy or hallowed evening observed on
October 31, the eve of All Saints’ Day; in
modern times, it is the occasion for pranks
and for children requesting treats or threaten-
ing tricks.

Tn ancient Britain and Ireland, the Celtic fes-
tival of Samhain was observed on October 31,
at the end of summer. This date was also the
eve of the new year in both Celtic and Anglo-
Saxon times and was the occasion for one of
the ancient fire festivals when huge bonfires
were set on hilltops to frighten away evil spir-
its. The date was connected with the return of
herds from pasture, and laws and land tenures
were renewed. The souls of the dead were
supposed to revisit their homes on this day,
and the autumnal festival acquired sinister sig-
nificance, with ghosts, witches, hobgoblins,
black cats, fairies, and demons of all kinds
said to be roaming about. It was the time to
placate the supernatural powers controlling
the processes of nature. In addition, Hal-
foween was thought to be the most favour-
able time for divinations concerning marriage,
luck, health, and death. It was the only day
on which the help of the devil was invoked for
such purposes.

The pagan observances influenced the Chris-
tian festival of All Hallows’ Eve, celebrated
on the same date. Gradually, Halloween
became a secular observance, and many cus-
toms and practices developed. In Scotland
young people assembled for games to ascer-
tain which of them would marry during the
year and in what order the marriages would
occur. Many Halloween customs have
become games played by children.

Immigrants to the U.S, particularly the
Irsh, introduced secular Halloween customs

_outback (inland)-community, it revived as an .

that became popular in the late 19th centy,
Mischief-making on this occasion by boys ary_
young men included overturning sheds and
outhouses and breaking windows, and dand
age to property was sometimes severe, In la;n-
years, the occasion has come to be Observgé“'
mainly by small children, who go from hg
to house, often in costume, demanding “trlijse
or treat” (the treat, often candy, is generaﬁ
given and the trick rarely played). Since 1965y 3
UNICEF, an agency of the United Nations, hae -
attempted to incorporate into the Hallo{’/ee :
observance the collection of money for thn
United Nations Children’s Fund.
A common symbol of Halloween is the jééﬂ.
o’-lantern (the name possibly was deriveq
from that for a night watchman). It is a hgl.
lowed-out pumpkin carved in the appearance .
of a demonic face and with a lighted candlein.  **
side. In Scotland a turnip was used, but the = o
native pumpkin was substituted in the U.S, s+

Halloy, Jean-Baptiste-Julien Omalius .
g’: see Omalius d’Halloy, Jean-Baptiste-Ju- ;,
ien. :

halloysite, a clay mineral that occurs in two
forms: one is similar in composition to kaolin-
ite, and the other is hydrated. Both forms
have a lower specific gravity than kaolinite,
are fibrous rather than platy, and may exhibit
a prismatic tubular shape. For detailed physi-
cal properties, see table under clay minerals,
-clay mineral types and behaviour 4:701d;
table 703

Hall’s Creek, village, northeast Western
Australia, on Hall’s Creek, an Ord River .
headwater near Mt. Barrett. In 1885, Charles .
Hall and James Slattery made the state’s first
payable alluvial gold find along the creek. In
the rush that followed, the settlement ex-
perienced short-lived prosperity as the centre: -+ 1
of the Kimberley goldfield. For long a smail -

air and.service centre for the East Kimberley§
(meat region). In 1958, it was moved 9 mi (14 -
km) to a site with a better water supply and
now lies on the Great Northern Highway to
Perth (1,760 mi south). Some gold is still
mined, and there has been some prospecting
for copper. Meteorite Crater, the world’s sec-
ond largest, 2,800 ft (850 m) in diameter and
160 ft deep, is a tourist attraction, 65 mi
south. Pop. (1971 prelim.) 676.

18°13' S, 127°40' E

-map, Australia 2:400

-urban geographic location map 2:425 § ¢
Hallstatt, Austrian village in the Salzkam- g% |
mergut, on the southwestern shore of the B
Lake of Hallstatt, whose salt mines have been 3 ; -
_worked continually since 2500 BC. -
-tunnelling and salt-mining history 18:750e pi :

Hallstatt, term designating the Late Bronze
and Early Iron Age (about 3,000 years ago)in

Bronze bucket found at Early lron Age
cemetery at Hallstatt, Austria, about 6th
century BC

By courtesy of the trustees of the British Museum

central and western Europe, derived from the
famous prehistoric cemetery an salt .ecﬁ
Hallstatt in upper Austria, where obj¢
characteristic of the Early Iron Age Wer®
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WASHINGTON’S MOST FAMOUS
GHOST STORIES

BY JOHN ALEXANDER
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3.THE WHITE

ABIGAIL ADAMS AND
HER LAUNDRY

George Washington never lived in the
White House, though he was instrumen-
tal in choosing its location. His first pres-
identia] residence was in New York, his
next one in Philadelphia.

The first family to occupy the Presi-
dent’s House was not unlike any other
family that has to move into a new home
that isn’t completed. John and Abigail
Adams had to tolerate all the inconven-
ience inside, plus a wide, muddy, and
unpaved Pennsylvania Avenue. Abigail
used to say that even though the East
Room wasn't completed, it was the
dryest area in the house. That’s the room
she used to hang her wash in.

Tricia Nixon Cox, daughter of the
thirty-seventh President, said at one time
that she was fascinated by the history of
the East Room, which included not only
affairs of state, but a few weddings and
even the quartering of troops. Tricia
smiled as she recalled the stories about
Mrs. Adams’s washdays but said that she

The Adamses, the first First Family to occupy
the President's House, moved in before it
was completed. Even today, the spirit of
Abigail Adams is supposed to carry loads

of laundry to hang in the East Room.




personally had not encountered Abigail
wandering through those East Room
doors. Over the years, though, there have
been those who have seen Mrs. Adams,
with arms outstretched as though carry-
ing a load of laundry. Her spirit passes
through the locked ‘doors to the East
Room, where she spent many hours dur-
ing her husband’s Presidency. Some say
that they can tell when Abigail’s spirit
has been there, for it leaves behind the
faint smell of s0ap and damp clothing.
The White House seems to lend itself
to ghost stories. Liz Carpenter, press sec-
retary to Lady Bird Johnson, described it
as “a house forever changing, yet always
the same.” It has been rebuilt a number
of times. After the British put the torch
to it in the War of 1812, there was even
talk of relocating the government. The
rains that fell on the city the night of the
fire, however, extinguished the blaze and
left enough brick and mortar standing to
make rebuilding feasible. The foundation
and walls were made sound once again,
and were repainted to cover the effects of
the fire. Although the President’s House
had always been white, and might have
been called the White House before,
after this the name stuck permanently,

JAMES A. GARFIELD'S
PSYCHIC POWERS

President James A. Garfield had only
four months in the White House before a
disappointed office seeker, Charles 7.
Guiteau, wounded him at Union Station.
The bullet, which entered Garfield’s
back, eventually killed him, though some
specialists today think that if the doctors
had left the builet alone, Garfield proba-
bly would have lived. What the doctors
could not have known then was that the
bullet had lodged in-his back muscles
only inches from the point of entry. It
was harmless, but infection from the un-
sterile instruments wasn't, Seventy-nine
days after he had been wounded, James
Garfield was dead.

Garfield had been a deeply religious
man. In addition to theology, his studies
included biology and anthropology. Just
what psychic powers Garfield possessed
can only be speculated on, but he con-

fided to close friends that he had seen

and conversed with the spirit of his de-
parted father on several occasions, in-
cluding at least one contact while he was
in the White House.
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Above: This painting from Library of Congress
collection is entitled: “A view of the Presidents
House in the City of Washington after the
Conflagration of the 24th August 1814.”

Below: President James A. Garfield had psychic
powers, and claimed that he was visited in
the White House by the spirit of his
long-dead father.

THE SOLDIER WITH A TORCH

Then there’s the ghost of a British soldier
from the War of 1812, who is supposed
to have died on the White House
grounds, that still haunts the house once
in a while. Generally, he is reported with
a torch in hand. His most recent appear-
ance was recorded in a 1954 Washington
Star article. Leslie Lieber told how a for-
mer valet for the President recalled one
occasion when he was packing luggage
for a visiting couple who were obviously
very upset. The woman appeared nerv-
ous and the man seemed irritable as he
told the valet: “Somebody, my wife in-
sists it was a ghost, was trying to set fire
to our beds all night long.”

DEPARTED VISITORS OF THE
ROSE ROOM

One spot in the White House that seems
to be frequented by a ghost or ghosts is
the Rose Room, often called the Queen’s
Bedroom because five queens have
stayed there. With its adjacent dressing
room and bath, it makes a comfortable
apartment. The bed, which probably be-
longed to Andrew Jackson, has been the
source of ribald laughter for more than a
century. More than one person is said to
have heard the sounds, and often their
tales have been repeated in newspapers.

Storytellers like to recall the scandal
involving Jackson and Peggy O'Neil. The
beautiful, vivacious daughter of a Wash-
ington tavern keeper used to entertain
Jackson and a friend of his, John Eaton,
at her father’s tavern. Her jealous hus-
band apparently couldn’t stand it. Rumor
has it that he took his own life. The re-
cently widowed Jackson liked Peggy a
lot, but he also felt certain presidential
responsibilities. He encouraged Eaton to
marry the girl, and when Eaton did,
Jackson appointed Eaton to his Cabinet
as a wedding present.

The appointment caused quite a stir,
and the Cabinet wives snubbed the witty
Peggy Eaton because they didn’t approve
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Van Buren liked her, though. His atten-
tion to the “beautiful Mrs. Eaton was ob-
vious”—to quote one ancient article. The
scandal was too much. Jackson accepted
Eaton’s “resignation” and then sent
Peggy and her husband to Spain in an
attempt to quiet the gossips.

Liz Carpenter, who was closely associ-
ated with the White House during the
Johnson Administration, referred to the
old story of invisible laughter coming
from Jackson’s bed, and said with a
twinkle in her eye, “He was such a salty
old character, I've often wondered if it
was his laugh.”

Death had come to Old Hickory in
1845 at his Nashville estate, The Hermi-
tage. Within twenty years, however, his
spirit was first reported revisiting the
White House by none other than Mary
Todd Lincoln. The mystical Mrs. Lin-
coln told friends that she often heard
Jackson stomping and swearing,

A White House staff member, Lillian
Rogers Parks, in a 1961 book, My 30
Years Backstairs at the White House. tells
of experiencing what she believed was an
actual encounter with Jackson in the
Rose Room. She was busily hemming a
bedspread in preparation for a visit from
Queen Elizabeth II when she felt a pres-
ence in the room.

The air directly behind her seemed
cold as she sensed someone looking over
her shoulder. She could feel a hand on
the back of her chair. Her scalp tight-

.ened, but fear would not let her look

around. Leaving behind her sewing
basket and needle and thread, the seam.
stress quickly left, and it was weeks be-
fore anyone could talk her into going
back in there. When she did have to re-
turn to the room, she said that she made

certain she never went alone.

{
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The bed in the Rose Room is supposed to

be the one used by Andrew Jackson.

Ribald laughter attributed to his ghost is
sometimes heard coming from ir. It was also
in the Rose Room that the ghost of Abraham
Lincoln appeared before Queen Wilhelmina

of the Netherlands several decades ago.
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DEPARTED VISITORS OF THE
YELLOW OVAL ROOM

The Yellow Oval Room has one of the
most magnificent views in all of Wash-
ington. Looking out toward the Mall,
one can see the tall spire of the Washing-
ton Monument, the majestic Lincoln
Memorial, and across the Tidal Basin
and through the Japanese cherry treés,
the dome of the Jefferson Memorial.
Thomas Jefferson used the room as a
drawing room, and often relaxed by
playing his violin there. “My, my,” Mary

Todd Lincoln once said to a friend, “how
that Mr, Jefferson does play the violin.”
Jefferson had been dead a number of
years before Mary Lincoln and her hus-
band moved into the White House. 1
readin the Washington Daily News that
she also told some of her closest friends
just after John Tyler died in 1862 that
she sometimes heard his spirit returning
to the Oval Room to woo his twenty-
year-old wife.

It is also in that room that Woodrow
Wilson proposed to the second Mrs. Wil-
son; and that Franklin Roosevelt re-
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ceived the leaders of Congress the day
after Pearl Harbor. Noted Lincoln
scholar Carl Sandburg spent quite some
time meditating in the room a few years
ago, then emerged convinced that it was
the room in which Lincoln had reached
most of his great decisions.

During the Truman years. a White
House guard related to a reporter that
he had heard a voice calling out to him—
seemingly from the attic above the Yel-
low Oval Room. In a whisper, the voice
said: “I'm Mr. Burns. I'm Mr. Burns.”

Thinking Secretary of State James

The Yellow Oval Room has had its share of
spectral visitors including Thomas Jefferson
and John Tyler.

Byrnes was upstairs playing a trick on
him, the guard rushed to the attic stairs,
but found the entrance sealed. The guard
told the reporter that he later learned the
Secretary had not even been in the White
House that day.

The reporter nodded understandingly,
shrugged his shoulders, and Jleft. He
marked it off as idle conversation until a
week or so later when the reporter read
something that caused him to change

. that assessment. It was an article about

White House land acquisition. The hairs
on the back of his neck bristled and his
flesh tingled as he recalled the guard’s
story. He stared at the name of the man
who had owned the land in 1790. His
name was David Burns, dubbed “Obsti-
nate Davy” by President Washington be-
cause he had not wanted to sell the land.

THE EVER-PRESENT MR. LINCOLN

Lincoln was fifty-two when. he came into
the White House, and there were almost
as many Presidents before him as have
followed him. None has left the mark on
the executive mansion that he has. In-
deed. many swear that his spirit still
walks the halls. More than a few have
testified to having seen his form standing
at the center window of the Oval Room.
During the Civil War he is said to have
often stood there—Ilooking out at Vir-
ginia with silent concern about the fate
of the Union and the miseries of war.

Lincoln undoubtedly possessed some
psychic gifts. Scholars have described
him as “introspective.” and some said
that his periods of silence were trance-
like. As a child and a teen-ager. Lincoln
was said to have been somewhat moody,
yet he always attracted friends.

His personal life was often touched by
tragedy. He lost his deeply religious
mother when he was four. When his first
love, Ann Rutledge. died of typhoid, the
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trauma thrust him into a profound mel-
ancholy, which apparently led to an
emotional breakdown several years later.

In 1842 Lincoln married Mary Todd.
They had an indisputably rocky mar-
riage. Some have said that it was held to-
gether only by their common love for
their children. Of those children, only
Robert became an adult. Edward died at
age four, Willie died of fever in the mid-
dle of his father’s first term as President,
and Tad outlived his father by only six
years.

Willie possibly was his father’s favor-
ite, and the little boy’s unexpected death
had a profound impact not only on the
President. but on Mary Lincoln as well.
The family had no gravesite in Washing-
ton, but Supreme Court Clerk William
.Thomas Carroll offered Lincoln a tomb
for his son in the Carroll family tomb in
Oak Hill Cemetery.

Lincoln used to spend long hours at
that crypt. which is on a narrow path on
a hillside overlooking Rock Creek. There

Mary and Abraham Lincoln with their sons
(from left to right) Willie, who died during his
father's presidency, Tad, and Robert.

are two wrought iron chairs behind the
locked iron gates of the crypt, giving
credence to the old newspaper reports
that on at least two occasions Lincoln
had the crypt opened so that he could
look at his son. Legend has it that he
would sit and stare at the dead youth for
hours and weep. Lincoln could not bear
to leave Willie alone in that cold, dank,
dark tomb.

Members of President Ulysses S.
Grant’s household believed in the ability
to communicate with the dead, and one
of them is reported to have conversed
with Willie's spirit. More recently, Lynda
Johnson Robb. who occupied the room
in which Willie died, was “very much”
aware of the fact that “it was in her
room the little Lincoln boy breathed his
last breath,” Liz Carpenter told me, but
declined to elaborate.
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She also said that Lady Bird Johnson
encountered what she believed was Lin-
coln’s presence one April evening as she
watched a television special on Lincoln’s
death. “Suddenly, she was aware, con-
scious of the fact. that the room she was
in was special.” Someone was compelling
her to direct her eyes toward the man-
tel.” It wasn’t the mantel that her eyes
focused on, however, but a small plaque
she had never noticed before. Liz Car-
penter said that it told of the room’s im-
portance to Lincoln, and that as Lady
Bird Johnson read it, she felt “a chill. A
draft.” Mrs. Carpenter recalled that Mrs.
Johnson told her later that she felt very
ill at ease. “Perhaps she felt his pres-
ence.”

‘Lincoln was not much for organized
religion, though on occasion he would
attend Presbyterian services. As a politi-
cian his views on religion had been ques-
tioned. and once when he was running
for Congress he distributed a handbill
denying that he had ever spoken “with

Willie Lincoln died at the age of 12 during his
father's presidency and was buried in the
Carroll family tomb in Oak Hill Cemetery.
Lincolin is supposed to have sat in this

chair looking at the crypr and weeping.
Willie's ghost has been seen around the

White House on several occasions.

intentional disrespect of religion.” Lin-
coln did seem to be at least curious
about spiritualism. His wife’s pursuit of
the supernatural was more overt, espe-
cially after Willie's death. She frequently
consulted spiritualists and mediums, and
there is even a photograph of Mary
Todd Lincoln seated at a table with a
ghostlike Abraham superimposed behind
her. It is thought to be the work of a spir-
itualist photographer in the 1870’s.
Séances were held at the White House,
and there are newspaper records to indi-
cate that Abraham Lincoln attended a
couple of these. The Chicago Tribune re-
ported in 1863 that medium Charles
Shockle visited the White House. The
levitation and rapping that the President
witnessed seemed to impress him. In
1967, Suzy Smith wrote in Prominent
American Ghosts that she had learned of
another time when a medium visited the
President. A skeptical Lincoln is said to
have ordered a congressman from Maine
to sit on top of a piano that a medium




was successfully levitating. The congress-
man’s weight made no difference. Presi-
dent and congressman and others watch-
ing could hardly believe their eyes as the
piano and the congressman rose and fell
-at the medium’s command.

~ A National Geographic News Bulletin
from August 1973 ‘heralding a Library
of Congress exhibit on spiritualism, re-
called that the medium J. B. Conklin
supposedly received a telepathic message
from Edward D. Baker for President
Lincoln, who was a close friend of Bak-
er’s. Conklin received his message for the
President two months after Baker had
been killed leading Union forces into ac-
tion at Ball’s Bluff, Virginia. Conklin
told him Baker’s message was “gone else-
where” and that “elsewhere is every-
where.”

Many of the occupants of the White
House seem to have been visited by Lin-
coln. “I think of Lincoln, shambling,
homely. with his sad, strong, deeply fur-
rowed face, all the time.” said President
Theodore Roosevelt. “1 see him in the
different rooms and in the halls.” he ad-
mitted some forty years after Lincoln’s
occupancy. .

Grace Coolidge is said to have seen
the specter of the President, too. In a
newspaper account I read, she said that
he was dressed “in black, with a stole
draped across his shoulders to ward off
the drafts and chills of Washington's
night air.”

President Dwight Eisenhower’s press
secretary, James Haggerty, once said on
an ABC-TV news program that the Pres-
ident had told him he often felt Lincoln’s
presence. President Harry Truman re-
called that in the early morning hours a
little over a year after he became Presi-
dent, he was awakened by two distinct
knocks on the door of his bedroom. He
got up and went to the door, opened it,
but found no one in the hall. Just a cold
spot that went away as footsteps trailed
off down the corridor. Truman wrote in

The Lincoln Bedroom as it looked around the
turn of the century. Lincoln has been

seen most often in this room, although his
spirit is said 10 wander through mos:

of the White House.
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84 his diary that he wished he had the bra-
vado to summon forth the Lincoln ghost
t0 scare his daughter and , friend who
Were spending a night in the Lincoln
bedroom. ,

Eleanor Rooseveit denied to reporters
that she personally had seen Lincoln’s
apparition, but she did admit to feeling
his presence. She also related a story in-
volving one of her staffers who had an
encounter. Her secretary had passed Lin-

boots. Since Lincoin had been dead more
than three-quarters of a century, the girl
felt justified in her reaction: she
screamed and ran as fast ag her legs
would carry her from the second floor.
An article in the Washington Star said
on another occasion that FDR’s valet ran
screaming from the White House and
into the arms of a guard, shouting that he
had just seen Lincoln. -

Visitors also have encountered Lin-
coln’s ghost. When Queen Wilhelmina of
the Netherlands was visiting the White
House quite a few years ago, she is sup-
posed to have heard a knock on the door
of the Rose Room, where she was stay- -
ing. The hour was late, but thinking it President Linco[n'.;_ body lqy ir.l State in the
could be important, she opened the door. ,i“‘,'mﬁos:zaﬁ:; g‘ivfjﬁf'"“"’"' fust as
Standing before the Queen, his large
frame taking up most of the doorway,
was Abraham Lincoln, A White House
staffer said that the Queen shocked the that massive old room, and no doubt suf-
President and other guests when she re-  fered through more nightmares than
lated the incident at cocktails the next pleasant dreams, Encyclopaedia Britan.-
evening. She told them that when she  nicq says that Lincoln believed in dreams
saw the chilling apparition everything  and “other enigmatic signs and portents”
went black, and when she came to, she  throughout his life. Several of his dreams
was lying on the floor. have been reported, but none is more

Winston Churchill never discussed it, memorable than Lincoln’s vision of his
but he did not like to sleep in the Lin-  owp death. The President recalled one of
coln bedroom. It is the room that all vis- s dreams in which he had heard weep-
iting male heads of state are quartered  jing, sobbing, and wailing. Walking down
in, but the British Prime Minister wag a White House corridor to investigate,
quite  uncomfortable - there. Often  the President said that he saw ascoffin
Churchill would be found across the hall lying in state. Inquiring from a mourner,
the next morning. Susan Ford, daughter  “Who is dead?” Lincoin was told, “The

The phanto:

: . has be
of President Gerald Ford, shares the un- assassinated President.” Lincoln said that ’viv';::ae Hous.
easiness Churchill felt, She declared in iy his dream, he walked over to the cof- release of h
Seventeen Magazine in the summer of  fin and looking inside, saw himself, i

1975 that she believes in ghosts and has April 14, 1865, had begun rather rou- : constructic
no intention of ever sleeping in the Lin- tinely for President Lincoln, During the and Mrs.

coln bedroom. morning, and for part of the afternoon, ride. They

Lincoln spent many restless nights in  he met with Cabiner officials to map Re- ternoon to
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The phantom of Mary Surratr's daughter.
Anna. has been seen knocking ar the
White House door. still pleading for the
release of her mother.

construction plans. Later that day. he
and Mrs. Lincoln went for a carriage
ride. They returned home late in the af-
ternoon to dress for the theater. Often.

q

going to the theater or opera took the
President’s mind off his troubles. General
and Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant had been una-
ble to accompany the President and Mrs.
Lincoln to Ford’s that night, but Major
Henry Rathbone and Clara Harris had
accepted the President’s invitation. The
rest of the story has been retold many
times. By the next morning Lincoln was
dead, the victim of an assassin’s bullet.

The prosecution- of the conspirators
was vigorously pursued, and feeling ran
high about exacting retribution. There is
some question even today, however,
about the guilt of at least one of those
convicted of conspiring to assassinate
the President. Some believe that Mary
Surratt was unjustly punished. On the
eve of her execution. her daughter Anna
forced her way inside the White House
grounds and made it to the front door,
where she pleaded for her mother’s re-
lease. On the arniversary of that night,
some have claimed to have seen Anna’s
spirit banging on the front door of the
White House, pleading once more for her
mother’s release. -

It has been well over one hundred
years since Lincoln’s death, but based on
the stories of scores of responsible White
House employees, members of presiden-
tia] families, and Presidents themselves,
the spirit of that great American still
roams the hallways, still cares about the
nation he fought so mightily to preserve.
Although there have been several who
have run screaming from the Lincoln
ghost. there are others, particularly those
whose turn it is to make decisions of
state, who do not fear it. His presence
seems to offer comfort and strength to
them.

“Why would they want to come.back
here T could never understand.” Harry
Truman is quoted as having said about
the White House ghosts. In her book
Harry S. Truman. daughter Margaret
says that her father was sure ghosts were
in the White House. and at one time he
wrote “. . . so I won’t lock my doors or
bar them either....”

Truman himself had no ambition to
haunt the White House. he wrote in a
letter to daughter Margaret: “No man in
his right mind would want to come here
of his own accord.”
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