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INST. OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION / Rm. 450
NEDNEsnAY, Oct. 25 / 11 A.m,
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LET ME TELL You How I came TO KNOW YOUR
ACHIEVEMENTS, AND TO APPRECIATE WHAT YOU DO. BARBARA
AND I WERE RAISING A YOUNG FAMILY IN HousToN. WE HAVE
MANY FOND MEMORIES OF THOSE DAYS: A TIME FOR COOKOUTS,
SOFTBALL AND TAIL-GATE PARTIES. Byr AMONG OUR FONDEST
MEMORIES IS THE DELIGHT OF HAVING YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN

FROM SO MANY COUNTRIES JOINING us FOR CONVERSATION AND
SUPPER AT OUR HOME. |
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WE BECAME INVOLVED WITH YOUR INSTITUTE AS A HOST
F
AMILY THROUGH A VERY GOOD FRIEND, ALICE PRATT -- A

ME
MBER OF YOUR ADVISORY BOARD HEADED BY ANOTHER GOOD

FR
IEND FENTRESS BRACEWELL. But 1T WAS ALICE WHO TAUGHT

US H
’ OW REWARDING IT IS TO SHOW A YOUNG FOREIGN FRIEND
HE
WAY THROUGH THE ACADEMIC, BUSINESS AND SOCIAL MAZE
OF
A VIBRANT AMERICAN CITY. 'AND, BECAUSE OF ALICE, wE

LEAR
NED THAT BY SEEING OUR COUNTRY THROUGH ANOTHER'S
‘EYES WE COULD BE TOURISTS AT HOME.

-4 -

Topay, AT THE WHITE House, WHEN BARBARA AND I DINE
WITH FOREIGN VISITORS, OUR GUESTS ARE RARELY STUDENTS.
RATHER, THEY ARE OFTEN FOREIGN LEADERS, PRESIDENTS,
PRIME MINISTERS, FOREIGN SECRETARIES, AND
AMBASSADORS.\\ BUT WE'VE NOTICED SOMETHING THAT MAKES
US THINK BACK TO OUR HOUSTON DAYS: MANY OF OUR FOREIGN
GUESTS ONCE WORKED AND STUDIED IN THE UNITED STATES,
OFTEN UNDER THE AUSPICES OF YOUR INSTITUTE.\\ THIS CAN

ONLY BE TO THE BENEFIT OF ALL COUNTRIES.
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: INST. OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION, Rm. 450
Wednesday, Oct. 25, 11 a.m.

Thank you, Dick Krasno, Henry Kaufman, for this award. And
I guess I should thank you for Sichan Siv, your former manager of
Asian and Pacific programs, now with my Administration. Let me
also say it’s a delight to be among the supporters of the
Institute for International Education, and so many students from
so many foreign lands.

Let me tell you how I came to know your achievements, and to
appreciate what you do. #¥mrthe—19508, Barb and I were raising a
young family in Houston. We have many fond memories of those
days: a time for cookouts, softball and tail-gate parties. But
among our fondest memories is the delight of having young men and
women from so many countries joining us for conversation and
supper at our home.

We became involved with your Institute as a host family
through a very good friend, Alice Pratt -- whose work is now
being carried on in Houston by Fentress Bracewell. But it was
Alice who taught us how much fun it is to show a young foreigner
the way through the academic, business and social maze of a big
American city. And, because of Alice, we learned that by seeing
your country through another’s eyes, we could be tourists at

home.
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Today, at the White House, when Barb and I dine with foreign
visitors, our guests are rarely students. In fact, they tend to
be presidents, prime ministers and foreign secretaries.\\ But
we'’ve noticed something that makes us think back to our Houston
days: a very large portion of our foreign guests once worked and
studied in the United States, often under the auspices of your
Institute.\\ This can only be to the benefit of all countries.

But you do more than bring the world to America. You open
the cultures of the world to our people as well. Mark Twain said
that "broad, wholesome, charitable views of men and things cannot
be acquired by vegetating in one little corner of the earth all
one’'s lifetime."

Thomas Jefferson, our first education president, perfected
such a broad, wholesome and charitable view when he left the
familiar Piedmont of Virginia to represent the American cause in
France. 1In more recent times, many Americans have had the
liberating experience of living abroad. Certainly, Barbara and I
felt transformed by our China days, a time when we traveled the
dusty roads of Beijing by bicycle. Days we will never forget.

Of course, we learned a lot about the Chinese people. But
most of all, we learned a lot about ourselves. Every American
who lives abroad returns home with a new perspective and deeper
feeling for our native land.

Your Institute promotes this kind of understanding through

249 programs, assisting more than 10,000 people from 155
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countries every year. Innumerable are the new friendships made;
incalculable is the goodwill generated.

When your organization was founded seventy years ago, there
was a belief that the exchange of students, scholars and
professionals from country to country would promote peace and
understanding. Some regarded that ideal as hopelessly naive.
Some still do.

And it is true that the cynics can point to seventy years of
conflict and suspicion. But I believe they miss the point.
International exchanges are not a great tide to sweep away all
differences. But they will slowly wear away at the obstacles to
peace as surely as water wears away hard stone.

So I thank you for this award. Yet I can’t help but feel I
should be giving you an award, for all you do to promote peace

and understanding. Thank you and God bless you all.
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THANK You, Dick KrAasno, HENRY KAUFMAN, FOR THIS
AWARD. AND I kNow I SHOULD THANK YOU FOR SICHAN Si1v
YOUR FORMER MANAGER OF ASIA AND PACIFIC PROGRAMS, NOW
WITH MY ADMINISTRATION. LET ME ALSO SAY IT'S A DELIGHT
TO BE AMONG THE SUPPORTERS OF THE INSTITUTE OF
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION, AND SO MANY STUDENTS FROM SO
MANY FOREIGN LANDS.
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LET ME TELL YOU HOW I CAME TO KNOW YOUR

ACHIEVEMENTS, AND TO APPRECIATE WHAT YOU DO. BARBARA
AND I WERE RAISING A YOUNG FAMILY IN HousTOoN. WE HAVE
MANY FOND MEMORIES OF THOSE DAYS: A TIME FOR COOKOUTS,
SOFTBALL AND TAIL-GATE PARTIES. BUT AMONG OUR FONDEST
MEMORIES IS THE DELIGHT OF HAVING YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN
FROM SO MANY COUNTRIES JOINING US FOR CONVERSATION AND
SUPPER AT OUR HOME.
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WE BECAME INVOLVED WITH YOUR INSTITUTE AS A HOST
FAMILY THROUGH ALICE PRATT -- WHOSE DEDICATED WORK IS

NOW BEING CARRIED ON IN HOUSTON BY MY GOOD FRIEND
/FENTRESS BRACEWELL.> BUT IT WAS ALICE WHO TAUGHT US HOW

N

REWARDING IT IS TO SHOW A YOUNG FOREIGN FRIEND THE WAY
THROUGH THE ACADEMIC, BUSINESS AND SOCIAL MAZE OF A
VIBRANT AMERICAN CITY. AND, BECAUSE OF ALICE, WE
LEARNED THAT BY SEEING OUR COUNTRY THROUGH ANOTHER'S
EYES, WE COULD BE TOURISTS AT HOME.

Allce 1S Mol on The Seuthenn 'R<3\Oma,L_ Adorsony Boardl .
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TobAYy, AT THE WHITE House, WHEN BARBARA AND I DINE
WITH FOREIGN VISITORS, OUR GUESTS ARE RARELY STUDENTS.
RATHER, THEY ARE OFTEN FOREIGN LEADERS, PRESIDENTS,
PRIME MINISTERS, FOREIGN SECRETARIES, AND
AMBASSADORS.\\ BUT WE'VE NOTICED SOMETHING THAT MAKES
US THINK BACK TO OUR HOUSTON DAYS: MANY OF OUR FOREIGN
GUESTS ONCE WORKED AND STUDIED IN THE UNITED STATES,
OFTEN UNDER THE AUSPICES OF YOUR INSTITUTE.\\ THIS CAN
ONLY BE TO THE BENEFIT OF ALL COUNTRIES.
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BuT YOU DO MORE THAN BRING THE WORLD TO AMERICA.
YOU OPEN THE CULTURES OF THE WORLD TO OUR PEOPLE AS
WELL. MARK TWAIN SAID THAT "BROAD, WHOLESOME,
CHARITABLE VIEWS OF MEN AND THINGS CANNOT BE ACQUIRED
BY VEGETATING IN ONE LITTLE CORNER OF THE EARTH ALL
ONE’'S LIFETIME."
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THOMAS JEFFERSON, OUR FIRST EDUCATION PRESIDENT,
ENHANCED SUCH A BROAD, WHOLESOME AND CHARITABLE VIEW
WHEN HE LEFT THE FAMILIAR PIEDMONT OF VIRGINIA TO
REPRESENT THE AMERICAN CAUSE IN FRANCE. IN MORE RECENT
TIMES, MANY AMERICANS HAVE HAD THE LIBERATING
EXPERIENCE OF LIVING ABROAD. CERTAINLY, BARBARA AND I
FELT TRANSFORMED BY OUR CHINA DAYS, A TIME WHEN WE
SOMETIMES TRAVELED THE DUSTY STREETS OF BEIJING BY
BICYCLE. DAYS WE WILL NEVER FORGET.
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OF COURSE, WE LEARNED A LOT ABOUT THE CHINESE
PEOPLE. BUT MOST OF ALL, WE LEARNED A LOT ABOUT
OURSELVES. EVERY AMERICAN WHO LIVES ABROAD RETURNS
HOME WITH A NEW PERSPECTIVE AND DEEPER FEELING FOR OUR
NATIVE LAND.

YOUR INSTITUTE PROMOTES THIS KIND OF UNDERSTANDING
THROUGH 249 PROGRAMS, ASSISTING MORE THAN 10,000 PEOPLE
FROM 155 COUNTRIES EVERY YEAR.
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INNUMERABLE ARE THE NEW FRIENDSHIPS MADE; INCALCULABLE
IS THE GOODWILL GENERATED.

WHEN YOUR ORGANIZATION WAS FOUNDED SEVENTY YEARS
AGO, THERE WAS A BELIEF THAT THE EXCHANGE OF STUDENTS,
SCHOLARS AND PROFESSIONALS FROM COUNTRY TO COUNTRY
WOULD PROMOTE PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING. SOME REGARDED
THAT IDEAL AS HOPELESSLY NAIVE. WE KNOW NOW THAT IT'S
NOT.
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IT IS TRUE THAT INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES ARE NOT A
GREAT TIDE TO SWEEP AWAY ALL DIFFERENCES. BuT THEY
WILL SLOWLY WEAR AWAY AT THE OBSTACLES TO PEACE AS
SURELY AS WATER WEARS AWAY HARD STONE.

I AM HONORED TO BE AMONG SO MANY MEN AND WOMAN OF
GOODWILL, PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING. THANK YOU AND KEEP
UP THE GREAT WORK.
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