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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
(New York, New York)

For Immediate Release March 9, 1989
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TO DEA NEW YORK FIELD OFFICE
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THE PRESIDENT: Thkank you all very much. Thank you, Bob.
Bob Stutman, and to Commissioner, and I guess all ase distinguished
guests. Secretary Bennett -- this is my man here on the left -- the
man that I have selected, and that the country, I think,
overwhelmingly approves to he the first drug czar in the history of -
this country. 1I'm glad he came up here with me today. And to all of
the prosecutors, and especially each one of you out there on the
cutting edge, on the front line, thank you for being here. And you
have important work to do, and Bob gave you the time frame: short,
but to me, very important. I have a chance to say hello to Ms.
Hatcher. I wish the circumstances were different -- but also to
listen and learn -- when we finish here, listen to some of those who
are out there every single day risking their lives.

In the empty streets of an island borough, the life of
Everett Hatcher was ended with scme cowardly -- four cowardly shots.
Ané the echoes of those four shots were heard in Washington, and I'd
say even niore important, all across this country where decent men and
women share your sense of loss and share your sense of outrage.

Here in New York, as in other cities across the country,
the war is no metaphor. Before we could -- I say "we" as a country
-- bury Everett Hatcher last week another officer was gunned down,
felled by a single shot fired point blank beneath his bullet-proof
vest. And as we speak, those zccused of ambushing Eddie Byrne, one
of Hew York's Finest, are standing trial in this city. And this week
the DEA group that helped handle security for Everett's funeral is in
yet another New York courtroom, testifying about the attempted murder
of Special Agent Bruce Traverse.

You know that my personal interest and the interest of
the naticn goes beyond today's visit. As Vice President, I wrote to
Bruce Traverse while he was in the hosptial, ané now, Bruce -- all of
us are glad that he's recovering so well. Last week, Matthew Byrne,
the dad to Eddie Byrne, came down to the White House for dinner with
Barbara and me, joining us for a private dinner there. He couldn't
believe he was in the White House, and I coulédn't believe I was,
either -- (laughter) -- so we had a nice private dinner. But it was
important to me that he come. Earlier today, as I said, I had the
pleasure to -- privilege, put it that way -- of visiting with Mary
Jarie, a woman of encrmous dignity and strength. She and her two kids
and husband's mother and sisters.

And so it's been quite an education. And I understand, I
think, the special and dangerous challenges that all New York drug
enforcement officers face. Tihis area leads the nation in overall
consumption, distributicn, the importation of narcotics, run by a
well-armed cross-section of drug traffickers as diverse as this city
itself. Your role in this battle is very special. You put your life
on the line every day. And if the legions of state and local
patrolmen represent the infantrymen in this effort -- and I salute
them at every occasiorn -- then you are something like the Special
Forces, the Green Berets, if you will, of narcotics enforcement.
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Like Everett Hatcher, many of you have worked undercover,

in effect, operating, if you want to use the conventional war
analogy, behind enemy lines. Anc I admire your courage. When I was

a kid in World War II, I was behind enemy lines only briefly, sick
and paddling in a little raft to get away from a Japanese-held
island. But it was enough to know what it feels like -- and I'll
confess it -- to be scared, and each of you probably has been there.
You know the dry mouth and the moist palms, and the ball of ice that
grips your stomach.

And you know, it used to be unthinkable tc shoot a cog.
And no longer -- Bob was telling me this upstairs -- no longer.
Today narcotics agents are sometimes the first ones shot, targeted by
criminals armed with a staggering array of battlefield weaponry. The
explosive, expensive lesson of the past year in New York is that the
rules. of the game have dramatically changed.

Well, we've got to deliver some news to the bad guys.
The hunting season is over. The rules on our side have changed, too,
and we still need more change in those rules. But they're changing
fast, and it's about tine. )

The scales of justice are becoming more balanced because
of the newly-enacted federal drug laws. New York policemen and all
of you in this room deserve all the protection that tough laws can
offer. I've asked Bill Bennett to look into what can be done to
prevent these fully automatic assault weapons from falling into the
hands of the criminals that you face. Drug dealers need to

urderstand a simple fact -- you shoot a cop anc you're going to be
severely punished -- fast. And if I had my way, I'd say with your
life.

Drug traffickers used to know that, but it's been over 25
years since anyone has faced the death penalty in this state, and
they may have gotten a little forgetful. But I want you to know that
I have not changed my view. I s3trongly support the death penalty for
the crimes we're talking about here toéay. And I want tc have it as
federal law, and I want to see it swiftly and firmly, fairly enacted.
(Applause.) The killing's got to stop.

I wish Senator D'Amato had come up with me today. He
couldn't leave the Senate, and it was legitimate Senate business.
He's been in the forefront though, down there, of the drug question.
A strong leader, a tough, no-ncnsense fighter against drugs. And he
has been very helpful to me in having me understand the problems that
you face. I understand that this state is the home to an estimatec
260,000 heroin addicts -- half of all those in the United States.

And in the city alone, ancther 600,000 people are believed dependent
on crack or cocaine. '

And not surprisingly, the seizures that you've macde are
correspondingly huge. DEA New York is responsible for 30 to 50
percent of all heroin seized by the DEA nationwide each year. Aang
last year, you seized mcre than 10,000 kilograms of cocaine in or
destined for New York, almost 20 percent of the entire DEA nationwice
total. 1In January, you recovered nearly $20 million from a furniture
store delivery van, said to be the largest cash seizure in the 'world.

And these impressive figures are a credit to your talent
and dedication and to the effective working relations you've forged
with your federal, state and local counterparts.

And still, we in Washington understand that the
importance of a case cannot be measured merely by the size of the
seizures or the numbers of arrests. Statistics in the drug war
become mind-numbing as well as mind-boggling. And wars aren't won by
statistics. We know wars are won by winning battles and, in this
war, battles are won by putting particular drug organizations out of
business. It's done the old-fachioned way, one group at a time.
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And you in New York have done just that. And the names
are as familiar to you here as the battlefields of World War II are
tc my generation. United States versus Torres. Monsanto. LIDO.
Based Balls. Bob was explaining this tc me just a minute ago. The
Flying Dragons. Lai King Man. Reiter-Jackson. These are more than
buy-busts, more than just another news conference with powder on the
table, no matter how impressive those conferences are. Each of these
cases represents an entire organization put behind bars, out of

business.

ané most importantly, each of these cases involved
sophlstlcated long-term investigations -- and several were among the
first cases in the entire country to make use of the new drug kingpin
statutes. Nearly all involved Task Force cooperation and the
pioneering use of forfeiture laws, in some cases to spectacular
effect: the forfeitures from the Torres brothers, I'm told, may

ultimately total $30 to $50 million.

Ana just as the death penalty for cor killers helps even
the odds, sttlpplng the enemy of their ill-gotten gains turns the -
tables in a dramatic and highly effective way. Perhaps you heard
Woody Allen's wry observation: "Organized crime in America takes in
over $40 billion a year and spends very little on office supplies."”
Philosopher that he is.

Experts have estimated that today drugs alone count for
$110 billion. An industry right here in our own country. We're
hurting the drug kingpins where they live when we take their money
and we're going to get even better at taking it. We've got to be.
Ladies and gentlemen, we Go intend to prevail. The scourge will end.
I will lead the fight. Bill Bernett, our nation's first drug czar =--
tenacious, unafraid -- is going to be right there at my side.

And although we meet on a crucial battlefield of this
war, you might say, it is a war that is being waged on many fronts.
Last month, I spoke to Congress about four areas: rehabilitation,
ecucation, interdiction, and enforcement. And in a time of budget
constraints -- and regrettably, we are living in such a time -- I
asked for an increase of $1 billion in budget outlays to fund these
new efforts.

Ané for you in federal law enforcement, our proposal
budgets a record $4.1 billion, fully 70 percent of the total. By
1995, we also intend tc reduce present priscn overcrowding by 50
percent.

And beyoné enforcement, other monies will go to expanded
treatment for the innocent and the poor, like the over 5, 000 babies
born in New York last year already addicted to drugs.

Other new funds will go to cut the waiting time for the
treatment programs, perhaps along the lines of the innovative oral
methadone program at New York's Beth Israel Hospital, designed to get
the addicts off the needles as well as hercin.

Mary Jane Hatcher spcke with elogquence last week about
the responsibility mainstream America and so-called "casual" coccaine
users must bear for the death of her husband. Well, $1.1 billion of
our request will go for prevention and education, to let the casual
users know the risk they take and the price they may have to pay; and
to tell our children that drugs are wrong.

While there may nct be light at the end of the tunnel,
there does seem to be some light coming in under the door. At the
Apollo Theatre in Harlem one Wednesday last month, the amateur night
performances were interrupted by spontaneous antidrug messages from
the stage and then supportive chants from the crowd.

And things like this don't happen because of government
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programs. They happen because attitudes are beginning to change, and
they are changing -- because the American people are behind your

efforts all the way.

- Attitudes are beginning to change overseas, as well.
Your boss, the Attorney General, returns today from meetings with
officials in Colombia, Bolivia, and Peru. And Bill and I will meet
with him as soon as he gets back. I think we're having lunch
tomorrow at the White House to be briefed on this trip. And I know
that some of you have also served or will serve your own tours in
South America, a tribute to our increased cooperation there.

When I first became Vice President eight years ago,
several South American presidents told me, "It's your problem.
You're the consumer. 1If it weren't for the rich gringos to the
north, we wouldn't have the problem." But now they see that the
narcotics have affected their own kids, their own society. Look at
Colombia, where the Supreme Court justices were mowed down like
tenpins. A
Obviously, the race is far from won. But there is power
in us yet. And we in Washington will continue to understand, to )
learn -- but certainly to support your work here. The Adamita trial,
the Johnny Kon and Brooks Davis cases, the new seizure program in
which whole apartment buildings are wrested back from the crack lords
who control them -- they're all important to this fight.

But first and foremost, the killing must stop. And we
must repeat it until we're hoarse, repeat it until we're heard. From
the Apollo Theatre to the halls of Congress to anyone who doesn't
seem to understand what it is you are up against out there on the
street -- the killing must stop.

Ané what happened on the streets of Staten Island last
week was a horrible tragedy which means -- you knew it all along -~
that you have an important task ahead.

The cowards who murdered Everett Hatcher should be given
no rest. But be careful out there. Remember the tearful salute of
nine-year-cld Zachery. &nd find these criminals. Bring them to
justice. Nobody -- nobody but nobody is going to beat the DEA.

, May God bless yocu all, and thanks for what you're doing
for the United States. (Applause.) ~

END 4:36 P.M. EST
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NE: Elgin police help reclaim area's streetsuﬁi:::::>

BYLINE: By Joseph Sjostrom

HEA

BODY:

The neighborhood around Gifford and Ann Streets in Elginh still has its
troublemakers, but the drug dealers and buyers who held the neighborhood in
a grip of fear last summer have been driven away - or at least out of view.

"We've been able to sit outside at night without being harassed, and it's

safer for the women and children, " said 75-year-old Louise Prostell, of
Hickory Street, a block away from Ann Street.

“We still have groups taking over the park and breaking bottles in the

sandbox so kids can't play there. But all in all, it's a whole lot better
than last year."

Last year, drug dealers did business out in the open in the neighborhood,
selling cocaine to motorists and pedestrians, lolling about on people's lawns
between sales and creating a climate of intimidation and fear, accarding to

police and neighbors. With drugs came other related crime - shootings, robberies
and beatings.

According to law enforcement officials, what happened in Prostell's

neighborhood, a few blocks northeast of downtown Elgin, illustrates how a
concentrated effort by police can drive away the worst elements of a troubled
neighborhood.

But it also illustrates, they say, that the battle is never won. It's just
relocated from time to time.

“I grew up in this neighborhood, so I was never really scared,"” said a
relative of Prostell who asked not to be identified. "But they were up and down
Gifford Street whoopin' and hollerin’, shooting and fighting, and it looked bad,
- .« It's not like that now. I gotta say the police have been patrolling.
They've been patrolling a lot."

Warren Heine, deputy chief for patrol of the Elgin Police Department, also
grew up less than half a mile from Gifford and Ann Streets.

An area of about half a square mile, he said, bounded by Summit Street on the

narth, Chicago Street on the south, Liberty Street on the east and the Fox River
on the west, began to deteriorate in the late 1940s and early 1970s, though in
the last five years the neighborhood has begun to rebound.

LEXIS NEXIS LEXIS NEXIS
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“The area has started to turn around, largely due to the efforts of a number

of groups, like the Neighborhood Housing Services Organization (of which Heine
is a board member) and the Gifford Park Association," Heine said during a tour
of the area.

"There was some federal money and local support, but largely it was the work

of individual citizens who took it upon themselves to do something about
conditions (like) deteriorated housing."

Scores of neighborhood houses show signs of recent repainting and
renovations, but many are still reminders of the area's seedier side.

One of them along Ann Street has been visited by police mare than a dozen

times so far this year in the course of narcotics investigations and in pursuit
of complaints of battery, "disturbances,” parking violations, noise and other
criminal matters,

Elgin and state police went undercover in the Ann and Gifford area last

summer, and their efforts culminated last September with the arrest of 13 people
for drug dealing.

This summer, police assigned the six-member Unit for Special Assignment to
the area.

"This is not an undercover operation; in fact it's quite the opposite,” Heine
said. "They're so visible that they become a pain in the neck to the bad guys."

Police in the unit are told to use techniques that are simple and direct:

"When you find congregations of people who are not in the best interests of
the neighborhood,” Heine said, "you break them up and tell them to move along.
When you find drugs, you make an arrest if possible, but if you can't put a case
together, you kick them out of the area. If you find liquor being sold or
consumed illegally, you take appropriate action.

"As a result, that is no longer the hottest place in town. This year there's
no open and notorious drug trafficking there. We're not naive; we know it still
goes on indoors, but it's not out in the open like last year.®

The neighborhood has cooled down, so the special assignment unit has moved
on. It is stationed in the Burnham Mill apartment complex, on McLean Boulevard
south of U.S5. Hwy. 20, where gangs of roving youths, drug dealers and
prostitutes have flooded the streets on summer evenings.

"We've made a number of arrests, and we've taken steps to see that

nonresidents keep away," Heine said. "We tell them if they come back, we'll
charge them with trespassing . . . and they‘ll go to jail."

TERMS: SUBURB; NEIGHBORHOOD; CRIME; DRUG; POLICE; END
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Survey of Student Drug Abuse

x\’l

Finds Lowest Levels in Decade

N YT Y.

By Michael Isikoff

Washington Post Staff Writer

The number of high school sen-
jors using cocaine, marijuana and
PCP dropped last year to the lowest
levels in more than a decade, driven
in large part by increased fears
about the dangers of even exper-
imental drug use, according to a
survey of 16,300 seniors: releabed
yesterday.

The federally financed survey
represents the strongest evidence
yet that efforts to educate young
people about the dangers of drug
abn~¢ are starting to pay off, fed-

oral officials said. But researchers |

noted that the annual survey, con-
ducted by the University of Mich-
igan' Institute for Social Research,
doc s not include high school drop-
outss, nmemployed workers and oth-

er “subgroups” of the population in
which the nation’s drug problems

- are becoming increasingly concen-
“trated.

+ “This is great news—that our
high school seniors are listening,”
said Education Secretary Lauro F.
Cavazos. “However, too many of
our youth, especially those that
never become seniors—the drop-

"outs—still risk their health and

their future by using drugs. To so
many of them, we are not getting
our message across.”

The confidential survey, admin-
igtered at 130 public and private
high schools across the country,
found that 7.9 percent of the class
of 1988 reéported using cocaine in
the previous 12 wmonths—down
from 10.1 percent in 1987 and 13.1
percent in 1985. Only 3.4 percent
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of o stadenn~ sind they had used
cocacue e the past month-~com-
prond to 6.7 percent of students
who responded similarly in 1985,
when cocaine use was at its highest
leve b since the annual surveys be-
sgin T years ago.

Tis drop paralleled declines in
the ~tudents’ use of almost every
illesral drug, 4~ well as alcohol. In
the cuse of e gjuima, 33.1 percent
reporied using the drug last year,
continuing o dechue that began af-
ter 1979, when H0.8 percent re-
ported using a1t Only 1,2 percent
sanl thev had used PCP (phency-
clirhie) i the previous year, down
froin 7 percent in 1979,. the peak
ye it for the diug.

b ven crack, the hig hly addictive,
siedable form ol cocaine that be-
grab -howmg up ou the streets of
wenas ULS aities three years ago,
sbooved s first decline, Of the stu-
der o survesed, 3.1 percent re-
peoetod uang crack last year, down
froie tpercent in 1987,

[ 1wd John-ton, a University of
Me Ligan sacial psychologist who
dire . red the survey, said the results
medncate " beginning of a retreat
from the use of crack,” noting that
the declne was reported in every
< aecoomme group and among

students with poor attendance and
academic records. “This suggests
that the incidence of ucw [crack]
use may he down even among the
dropouts,” Johnston said.

The biggest factor behind the de-
cline in drug use has heen a gradual
but massive shift in student atti-
tudes toward illegal drups, sparked
in part by such watershed events as
the 1986 cocaine overdose death of
basketball star Len Bias and height-
ened publicity about the dangers of
drug use, researchers said,

For example, 51.2 percent of the
1988 seniors said they believed
there was "great risk” associated
with using cocaine once or twice, up
from 33.5 percent in 1985. In
1978, 12.4 percent said they be-
lieved there wag greal risk in occa-
sionally smoking marijuana. Last
year, that figure jumped to 31.7
percent.

But the results also appear to be

part of a broader trend toward ab-
stine_nge and increased . concerns
about health. In the case of-alcohol,
34.7 percent said they had taken
five or more drinks in a row in the
previous two weeks—down from
37.5 percent in 1987 and 41.4 per-
cent in 1981,

The survey results ave consid-
ered particularly noteworthy be-
cause they coincide with increasing
perceptions that cocaine and most

other illegal drugs are readily avail-
able. Even while cocaine use de-
clined, 55 percent of the students
said the drug was “fairly easy” or
“very éasy” to obtain—compared to
51.5 percent in 1986, 45 percent in
-1984 and 33 percent in 1977,
Additional support for the find-
ings came from “tracking” samples
of those surveyed in previous years,
In one group of 1,200 previously
'surveyed high school seniors now
attending college, 10 percent re-
ported using cocaine in the previous
year, down from 17.3 percent in
1985. A broader sample of 11,000

“young adults” showed that cocaine -

use dropped from 15.6 percent in
1987 to 13.8 percent in 1988,

Charles R. Schuster, director of
the National Institute on Drug
Abuse, acknowledged that the sur-
vey appears to fly “in the face of
what most people see as reality”
about drug use, because of wide-
spread publicity about the rise in.
drug-related crime and violence.

But Schuster, whose agency paid
for -the survey, said this could be
explained by the disproportionate
amount of crime committed by
,hard-core drug addicts in urban ar-
eas as well as the high dropout
rates—40 to 50 percent—among
minority groups in some urban ar-
cas,
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PERCEIVED HARMFULNESS

«+ . and the porceiptigo who see _“grnt' risk” assoclated with drugs is up.

. |
Q. How much do you think people risk harming _themselve%;(physically or in others ways), if they:

Try cocaine once or’;;t:wlce?
Class of 1978: 33.2%
Class of 1988: 51.2%

-Take one or two drinks nearly
every day? 1
Class of 1978: 19.6%
Class of 1988: 27.3%

Smoke marijuana occaslonally?
Class of 1978: 12.4%
Class of 1988: 31.7%

§

SOURCE: University of Michigan's Institute for Social Research
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' Table I-
Costs to Society of Alcohol Abuse, Drug Abuse
and Mental Il1pess, 1980
($ in millions)
ATcohal Orug Mental
Abuse Abuse I11ness Total
Core Costs $79,607 $29,451 $52,418 $161,476
Direct
;igatment 9,487 1,200 20,961 31,647
Support 984 243 2,597 3,823
Indirect
Mortal it.y: 14,456 1,980 7,196 23,632
Morbidity 54,680 26,028 21,664 102,372
Reduced productivity:  (50,575)¢  (25,716)¢  (3,122)¢ (79,413)
Lost employment (4,105) (312) (18,542) (22,959)
Other Related Costs 9,919 17,485 1,818 29,222
Direct

Motor vehicle crashes 2,185 d - 2,185
(pererty Toss)

Crime ; 2,347 5,910 870 9,127
Public (2,062) (4,453) (635) (7,151)
Private - (261) (1,345) (235 (1,841)
Property loss/damage (24) (1) " (=) (135)

Social welfare program 38 2 201 241

Qther 2,912 837 659 4,108

Indirect

Victims of Crime 172 845 - 1,017

Crime careers: - 8,725 - 8,725

Incarceration 1,801 1,466 88 3,396

Motor vehicle crashes 464 d o 464
(time loss) -

Total $89,526° ©  $46,936°  $54,236° $190,698

Totals may not add due to rounding.

At 6 percent discount rate. As suggested by the PHS Guidelines document, the
present value of lost future productivity due to premature mortality was also

calculated using discount rates of 10 and 4 percent. The use of a 10 percent
rate decreases indirect costs by the following amounts: alcohol abuse--$4,88)
million; drug abuse--$704 million; and mental i1lness--$2,444 million. The use
of a 4 percent rate increases indirect costs by the following amounts: alcohol
abuse--$4,455 million; drug abuse--$638 million; and mental illness--$2,177
million. -

chmponents are indicated in parentheses.

“The total costs to society for each of the three ADM disaorders are not comparable,
since the completeness of data available for each cost category varied significantly.
For example, the estimate of reduced productivity is relatively complete for alcohol
abuse, only partially complete for drug abuse, and incomplete for mental illness.

dA1though costs are hypothesized to occur in this category, sufficient data are
not available to develop a reliable estimate.

Source: Research Triangle Institute.
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activity and the cost of incarceration, Federal drug traffic con-
trol efforts totalled $537 million, and other criminal justice sys-
tem expenditures were $4.5 billion. Victim losses from property
damage, lost productivity, and homicide were $1.8 billfon, and pri-
vate protection services were $1.3 billion.

TABLE 1

Economic Costs of Drug Abuse-1980
(dollars in millions)

Crime Related Costs - Value
Federal drug interdiction $537
Other drug trafficking CJS 2,178
Other drug related crime CJS 2,276
Private protection services 1,297
Private legal services 48
Property damage 111
Victim Tost productivity 919
Homicide (productivity) 786
Incarceration of criminals 1,466
Crime career 8,725
Subtotal 18,343
Other Costs of Drug Abuse
Drug abuse treatment 1,200
QOther health support services 243
Drug overdose deaths 1,194
Reduced workforce productivity 25,716
Lost employment 238
Subtotal 28,591
TOTAL $46,936
Source: Harwood, Napolitano, Kristiansen and Collins,
19840 ’

Most of the non-crime related costs were from reduced productivity in
the workforce ($25.7 billion), Other Tlarge costs were $1.2 billion
for drug abuse treatment and $243 millfon for other health expendi-
tures including education, prevention, and research,

(A%
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activity and the cost of f{ncarceration. Federal dru? traffic con-
trol efforts totalled $537 milifon, and other criminal justice sys-
tem expenditures were $4.5 billion. Victim losses from property
damage, lost productivity, and homicide were $1.8 billion, and pri-
vate protection services were $1.3 bfllion.

TABLE 1

Economic Costs of Drug Abuse-1980
(dollars in mi1lions)

Crime Related Costs - Yalue
Federal drug interdiction $537
Other drug trafficking CJ5 2,178
Other drug related crime CJS 2,276
Private protection services 1,297
Private legal services 48
Property damage 111
Victim Tost productivity 919
Homicide (productivity) 786
Incarceration of criminals 1,466
Crime career 8,725
Subtotal 18,343
Other Costs of Drug Abuse
Drug abuse treatment 1,200
Other health support services 243
Drug overdose deaths 1,194
Reduced workforce productivity 25,716
Lost employment 238
Subtotal 28,591
TOTAL $46,936
Source: Harwood, Napolitano, Kristiansen and Collins,

1984,

Most of the non-crime related costs were from reduced productivity 1n
the workforce ($25.7 billion). Other large costs were $1.2 billion
for drug abuse treatment and $243 million for other health expendi-
tures including education, prevention, and research.



MEMORANDUM TO MARK LANGE
FROM: . S\TEPHA‘%E BLESSEY\);/x

SUBJECT: Drug Statistics
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g@*/ $33bill on reduced product}vity /
§@§b $22bill on crime or Xge. 77; ?,
$10.8bill criminal costs (those igydﬁve‘ i

trafficking that are not contributing to
society

$2.5bill inparcerated costs --loss of income from
those who are in jail

$1 bill drug interdiction (fedl. level)
$1bill (nearly $1bill) potential contribution
the legitimate economy of those

led
$6.4bill cryiminal costs

i $5.2bill public criminal justice
e expenditures: police, courts,
O prisons
N $1.3bill private expenditures: guards,
\ locks, security systems

$2bill health costs: treatment, research, education

$1.5bill drug /overdose deaths (accidental) loss of
potential legitimate productivity

$8-10bill dgmage to property
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MEMORANDUM TO MARK LANGE
FROM: STEPHANIE BLESSEY
SUBJECT: Drug Numbers

The following are statistics taken from the Drug Strategy
introduction. Tell me what you think and where we should go from
here.

o "Felony drug convicticns now account for the
single largest and fastest growing sector of the
Federal prison population. Three-fourths of all
robberies and half of all felony assaults
committed by young people (statistically the most
crime-prone group) now involve drug users.
Reports of bystander deaths due to drug-related
gunfights and drive-by shootings continue to
climb." (p.2)

o "Intravenous drug use is now the single largest
source of new AIDS virus infections, and perhaps
one-half of all AIDS deaths are drug-related. The
number of drug-related emergency hospital
admissions increased by 121 percent between 1985
and 1988. And as many as 200,000 babies are born
each year to mothers who use drugs. Many of these
infants suffer low birth weight, severe and often
permanent mental and physical dysfunction or
impairment, or signs of actual drug dependence.
Many other such babies -- born maybe weeks or
months premature -- do not survive past infancy."

(p-2)

gross drug sales at $110 billion -- more than
total gross agricultural income, and more than
double the profits enjoyed by all the Fortune 500
companies combined. Such figures cannot truly be
calculated with any real precision, but it is all
too clear that drug use acts as a direct and
painful brake on American competitiveness. One
study reports that on-the-job drug use alone costs

o ( "One U.S. Chamber of Commerce estimate puts annual

=;i><§§r American industry and business $60 billion a year
= in lost productivity and drug-related accidents."
(p.2-3)
o "Crack is responsible for the explosion in recent
drug-related medical emergencies -- a 28-fold

increase in hospital admissions involving smoked
| cocaine since 1984." (p.5)



"The financial cost of illegal drug use on the job
ranges from medical bills and insurance premiums
to productivity losses and business failures.

Drug use costs the Nation about $33 billion each
year in lost productivity. And more than just
money is lost. 1In 1987, for example a Conrail
employee who later tested positive for marijuana
was at the controls of a locomotive when it
collided with another train in Chase, Maryland.
Sixteen died and 174 were injured." (p.87)

/
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, BUDGET AND EVALUATION

September 8, 1989

NOTE TCO STEPHANIE BLESSEY ‘

Attached are the two tables used to eatimate the number of 7-12
graders in public and private schools for fall 1989, This number
was calculated by taking the preoportion of public school
enrollment in 7th and 8th grades in fall 1987 (14.3 percent) and
multiplying that by the total fall enrollment for 1989. That
number was then added to the fall 1989 enrollment for grades 9 -

7

Ricky Takai
- Office of Planning,
Budget and Evaluation
(732-3630)

400 MARYLAND AVE, S.W. WASHINGTON, D.C, 30302
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Table 2.-~Enrollment in educeticnal Institutions, by level of inetruction
ond by type of control: Fatl 1980 to fall 1989
{In thousanda}
Leval of tnetruction and rall Fall . Fali fall Fall
types of control 1688 1083 1987 1988 v/ 1989 v/
All levels ..cncceananan ”,4“ S7,313 8,140 58,206 38,602
PUBLIE covnrvvroersavenens]  SU,RGR | OB,0B8 | @9, % | 50,287 !
Priv.t. I E R RS R R R F AN L NN RN "9" 'a’m a.'“ &'“’ 6.171
Elementary and sacondary * ’

“h“l.z’ JBEEBBIRTREFEADONAE . “’318 é"m "'571 ‘s'm ‘5'5”
’mt'c sEERIGARPRNARABRESAGS wom ‘”‘sw - m'oz‘ 60"“ ‘o'su
Pf‘ﬂtﬁ AEAIARASORIARARAAA s.ni s.sw .JI * s.“' 5'2‘1 S.an
Kirdargarten through ‘ -

gPade B8 3/..caionesnnaan 31,486 39,244 32,006 32,426 32.018
M"e eGAGAMAGSAGAAGAAS 27'674 z’.mg a’.m m"” n‘81a
Private eccessvsscresenc 3,02 4,195 |17 4,118 4,036 | 4,007
Grodes ¥ through 12 covevo 76,632 13,822 13,367 13,002 12,680
M < sdreevavevdwrdevde 13'313 12,‘“ 12.1” 11.“ 1"505
Pﬂv.ta Gasnsansanssacas 1'339 1,m-"1, 1,22’ '.m ‘.1”
Higher aducetions/ veecoerse 12,097 12,2647 | 12,748 12,849 13,087
M e CoAacascseaazsanasanas 9'651 ’.‘"Iq 'm 10'“5 10'1“
PI‘"’VB‘O (E XA AR RN RS NY ] z.“ﬂ 2,m z,m z.m 2'399

T/Estinmatad, )
2/ineludes enrolimentz in (ocal public school aystems and in most private schools
trotigiousiy affiijated and nonsectarian). Excludes subcollegfate departesnts of
institutions of higher ecducation, residential achocls for exceptionml children,

and Fedaral schools.

3/includes most kindergarten snd scae nursery school enrollment. Excludes preprimary
eanroliment in schools that do not offer first grade. This undercount of preprimery
enroliment 1y particularly significant for private achools. According to data
¢ellected by the U.23. Bureau of the Census, public snd privete nursery school and
kindergercen enroliment grew from 5.2 aft{icn In 1980 to 6.3 willien in 1988,
4/irctudes full-vime and part-time students enrolled {0 depreq-credit and
nuﬁhqrn-crwdh programs in universities, othar four-yesr collsges, and two-ymar
col legex. -

V_JOTE.--I:lt- for fall 1937 are preliminoary. Sstawse of rounding, details mey not add
to totals,

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Educetion, Nationa! .Center for Egtm;}-m statistics,

%&ﬂ%c%,ﬂﬁ (forthcoming);

(This toble wan prepared August -2
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‘ (Lange/Blessey)
September 7, 1989

3:20 p.m.

[ SCHOOLS . DOC ]

\

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ADDRESS TO STUDENTS (7TH-12TH)
' THE LIBRARY
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1989
12:15 P.M.

[LOOKING OUT THE WINDOW] Somehow the fall always feels like
a time to start over. 1It’s a time full of possibility. Everyone
gets a new chance.

[TO CAMERA] You know, Presidents don’t talk directly to

students very often. But what’s been on my mind lately is very

(2 important. You may have heard ﬁi*%d&gggé to the nation lé;t<;\

:¥f§\ wégﬁ; But I wanted this message to go straight to you.

[LEANS ON EDGE OF DESK] When I was thinking about what I
wanted to say to you today about drugs, I'tried to put myself in
your place. To look at it fromVYOur perspective. But you know,
the harder I tried, the harder it got.

You live in complicated fimes. You deal with pressures that
people like me -- people like your mom or dad -- néver had to
face.

Some say my géneration came of age in a simpler time. A
time when doing lines meant reciting poems. When Coke only came
in bottles. Rock only came on the radio. Hash only came in

cans. And the idea of smoking "ice" would have been a little

confusing.



2
Simpler times? Maybe. and if you think your parents don’t

understand -- or your teachers don'’t understand -- you may be

.right.

But it’s up to you to care enough to talk to them, and make
them understand what it is you’'re deaiing With, every day.
Whether they want to or not. Whether you think they deserve it
or not. |

[PICKS UP GLOVE] I used to play ball. Knew I'd never make
the big leagues -~ but I made a lot of friends. Friends I
learned to count on -- on and off the field. Friends who showed
me what it’s like to be counted on.

We trusted each other to come through --.no matter how tough
it got. And I learned from that. I learned that the kind of
people you surround yourself with can either give you strength --

or take it away.

Somehow, some peopie just make you find the best in
yourself. They can help make you a better person -- help you
discover more of who you are.

[PUTS DOWN GLOVE] But there are others, who may seem like
friends, who will offer you a one-way ticket to nowhere -- every
time they offer you drugé. |

You’re at a point in_your life whén the doors should all be
opening to you. And with each step, with a thousand small
decisions, you’re shaping your future. It ought to be bright
with potential. But for some, who are letting drugs make their

decisions for them, you can almost hear the doors slamming shut.
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We know that now. Attitudes that once encouraged OT excused
/

drug use Eige/sbangfg» //// -QH?Q?7“ . ?::’l <j9<2;/2%j
s Z

Cocaine use has dropped by about a among hlgh 8¢
P d '/' // s <;%17
seniors. Overall drug use is at the lowest levels in ten years. Eé; @
ncasual" drug use is a myth. il

We now understand that
you ought to be angry about

But even if you don’t use drugs,
e being cheated by those who do~ —>= ,>/’
— e

them Because you'r
gﬁg&ﬁ”ﬁ'hdd it all-up. anq_gfgg use costs this country weli—over $60
L »\ ’ 5/' /’\‘ _— '/(\—* /‘\-— \.{ /><#\\
2 Jbllllon -a year //If every student enterlng junior and senior hlq///
o '*Vﬁ‘.r/ w - """"'.\'*,-C St T \?‘/\__ (/\
YPQ‘E—A;$SChool thls fall had to pay that bill, it would cost each of you &
\J_)OD - [//N \(‘=.
€§ g?Zmore than $3000 Every year. ;
X
Yo But of course, we're all paying for it. Every day. Every ° /;f
oks the ¥;\— )/‘f
v/

time someone does drugs; oOX sells drugs; or even just lo

they'’'re supporting an industry that costs more than

/)‘ @pz‘ other way.,

f(}"’
N ~ ) money. It costs lives.
e casualties of the drug war.

v
for th
Each of you has a choice to make -- and
in the school parking

Because "casual"” drug use is responsible <«

ﬂ\ﬁ\ﬁv

dozens of chances to

make it. At a party, in a locker room,

And parents,-preachers,
It’'s yours.

politicians --= you know that none

lot.
I won’'t tell you how to

of them make it for you.

But I will tell you what it means.

make it.
he killing. AS long

r that goes to drugs fuels t
there will be people

Every dolla
ing to buy dtugs,

as there are Americans will
illing to kill as a cost of

willing to sell drugs -- and people W
doing business. =
3 ooy

/Q,@DOO o0 \L,D oo 000)0(,@
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So even casual users -—- dabblers in drugs --= have blood on
their hands. And unlike those of you entering school this fall,
those killed by the drug trade never get a second chance.

Drugs are an equal opportunity destroyer. They have no
conscience. They don't care where the money comes from. They
just murder people. Young and old, good and bad -- it doesn’t
matter. For too many, drugs mean death. L

. o

[PICKS UP BADGE] L\Eeep thls badge in,a drawer in my desk,

S e iy S X
to remlnd me of that. It was/Wora/by a young rookle ¢op named’ oo
~—

}‘ I

,Eddie éyrg‘qéigzebty—two years old ~_ not much older than some of
H/\Pl t t Z,;Jt thé t7: t i to
you. e was out trying to S op e drug trade --= rying
ying Go stép the drug £rads - FRDT L

I ’ 7

protect a witness, so/that a dealer cdﬁld be brought to justlo////
7

/Eddle Byrne had/three brothers. A/garlfrlend he’d knoﬁp for ﬁi;;
// / e Va f <
fyfour yeaxs. Hé loved football - was/;\runnlng back at Plaln ,,/’/}
W

\
4& Edge High School He had a 1ot of friends in his nelghbor ood
-\\w

'\794 ,\ - ~ L o/ T~ /\
2 e LBut in the egriz hodringf/a cold February mornlng, s1tt1ng in a
VATANw, = S T > ST
13 cruiser, Eddie Byrne was blown away at p01nt-blank range.

To me this badge is a constant reminder -- that the killing

| must and will stop. It’s a promise, that Eddie Byrne’s life was
not given in vain. That the glavery of drugs must end -- and
will end. [PUTS BADGE DOWN.] '
From where you're sitting right now -=- in school -- you're
in a position to begin to make your dreams come true. But out on
the streets, a nightmare for america is happenind, right now.
Somewhere a teenage girl who ought to be in school 1is giving

pirth to a baby already addicted to cocaine. That baby is coming



Y“ [ rou don dse dru s ou. can ust about be an hln ou.- want to
Mﬁ}g /;/ g r Y I ything YC £

//// 5 /’ ,//ﬂ //// //2/ ,é%£)>\e

P
nto this world shaking and tw1tch1ng from withdrawal -- $0 -
b S S e

sensitive t6 the touch that lt can't be held or fed properly-

[PICKS UP VIAL] How can something 8O small cause 8O much .
pain? How can it force brothers to kill brothers, mothers to \
abandon children? and behind all of the senseless violence, the N
needless tragedy, what haunts me is the question --= why?

[PUTS DOWN VvIAL] I have one answer. Drugs are still a
problem, because too many of us are still looking tﬁe other way.
and that’'s why I wanted to talk to you today.

I1'm asking you not to look the other way. Maybe you’'re in
trouble -- or on the edge of trouble. Maybe you know someone who
is.

‘You know -- all of you know == who’'s got a probleﬁ. Today
I'm not Jjust asking you to get help. I'm asking you'to find

someone who needs help. And help them. 1f you’re not in

trouble, seek out someone who is.

We all need to succeed. And 1711 let you in on secretg
we all can succeed. Maybe you<z2/peard Mlsgael Jordan say "If
\x// - - ‘>w/:>:/‘/, — = 737 ‘j7//:7/ ///

S

> 9>/ S N e o )
be’ieu-You've,.got at least 3/4 of your 1ife.to go. That'’s three -
T /

< ' R el e

m&¥é 1ifetimes to you. So/aon't Bi;w it."

Saying "no" won’t make you a nerd. It won't make you a
geek. It won’t make you a loser, Oor a dweeb... Tt will only show
strength. And it will make you more friends than drugs ever

will.
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I-think- of Gary - a\verywstreet ‘tough drug user from
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Denver-, who was part of panel answerlng questions from students g{/
e /’ Py /p ava 4// x// ~
about drugs In the mlddle og/the SeSSlon, Gary broke down and
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cried saylng that he dld drugs because no one who wasn’t doing
/ / P ad

drugs would lrke h}m ) henvthe students ln the audlence were//
asked- who wouid/be Gary s friend, /there was a sea of hands all
around the room. A

You are in control of your life. With knowledge and(ii
education, you will succeed. You can not be denied.

If you’re thinking about dropping out, think again. If you
know somebody who’s thinking about dropping out, talk to them
about it. If you have friends who have already dropped out, find
them. Talk to them. Find a way to bring them back.

How can such a small step make any differeuse}//zebl, last /gﬁﬁ
winter, after I~was swdrn in as. President, I said that any- =

P ‘ 7>%;¢
defiéion & A A AN A And -

of a successful life must inc¢lude ser¥ing others. o=

I think we all sense that. -

A friend of mine tells a story about a young boy and an old
man who were walking along a beach. As the boy walked along the
beach he picked up each starfish he passed, and threw it into the
sea. The old man asked him why.

"If I left them here," the boy said, "they would dry up in
the sun and die. I'm saving their lives."

"But the beach goes on for miles and their are millions of

starfish," the old man said. "How can what you’re doing make any

difference?"
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The boy looked at the starfish in his hand, threw it into
the ocean, and answered, "It makés a difference to this one."”

You’'re here to make a difference -- for yourself, and those
around you. So learn to count on each other. Take care of each
other. Give someone else andther chance. And make the days mean
something. |

I've got a iot of faith in you. But even more important,
maybe you’ve got younger brothers or sisters -- they’re looking
up to you. And your future -- well, that’'s completely up to you.

Make it a good one.

Have a good year. And God bless you.

# # #
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[ SCHOOLS .DOC]
PRESIDENTIAT, REMARKS: ADDRESS TO STUDENTS (7TH-12TH)
THE LIBRARY '

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1989
12:15 P.M.

[LOOKING OUT THE WINDOW] Somehow the fall always feels like
a time to start over. It’s a time full of possibility. Everyone
gets a new chance.

[TO CAMERA] You know, Presidents don’t talk directly to
students very often. But whét’s been on my mind lately is very
important. You may have heard my address to the nation last
week. But I wanted this message to go straight to you.

[LEANS BACK, ON EDGE OF DESK] When I was thinking about
what I wanted to say to you today about drugs, I tried to put
myself in your place. To look at it from your perspective. But
you know, the harder I tried, the harder it got.

You live in complicated times. You deal with pressures that
people like me -~ people like your mom or dad -- never had to
face.

Some say my generation came of age in a simpler time. A
time when doing lines meant reciting poems. When Coke only came
in bottles. Rock only came on the radio. Hash only came in
cans, and was served with eggs. And the idea of smoking "ice"

would have been a little confusing.
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Simpler times? Maybe. And if you think your parents don’'t
understand -- or your teachers don’t understand -- you may be
right.

But it’s up to you to care enough to talk to them, and make
them understand what it is you’re dealing with, every day.
Whether they want to or not. Whether you think they deserve it
or not.
| [PICKS UP GLOVE] I used to play ball. Knew I’d never make
the big leagues -- but I made a lot of friends. Friends I
learned to count on -- on and off the field. Friends who showed
me what it’s like to be counted on.

We trusted each other to come through -- no matter how tough
it got. And I learned from that. I learned that the kind of
people you surround yourself with can either give you strength --

or take if away .

Somehow, some people just make you find the best in
yourself. They can help make you a better person -- help you
discover more of who you are.

[PUTS DOWN GLOVE] But there are others, who may seem like
friends, who will offer you a one-way ticket to nowhere -- every
time they offer you drugs.

You’'re at a point in your life when the doors should all be
opening to you. And with each step, with a thousand small
decisions, you’re shaping your future. It ought to be bright
with potential. But for those who let drugs make their decisions

for them, you can almost hear the doors slamming shut.
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It isn’t worth it. We know that now. Attitudes that once
encouraged or excused drug use have changed.

Cocaine use has dropped by about a third among high school
seniors. Overall drug use is at the lowest levels in ten years.
We now understand that "casual" drug use is a myth.

But even if you don’t use drugs, you ought to be angry about
them. Because you’re being cheated by those who do.

Add it all up, and drug use costs this country well over $60
billion a year. If every student entering junior and senior high
school this fall had to pay that bill, it would cost each of you
more than $3000. Every year.

But of course, we’re all paying for it. Every day. Every
time someone does drugs; or sells drugs; or even just looks the
other way, they’re supporting an industry that costs more than
money. It costs lives.

Each of you has a choice to make -- and dozens of chances to
make it. At a'party, in a locker room, in the school parking
lot. Parents, preachers, politicians -- you know that none of
them make that choice for you. 1It’s yours. I won’'t tell you how
to make it. But I will tell you what it means.

Every dollar that goes to drugs fuels the killing. As long
as there are Americans willing to buy drugs, there will be people
willing to sell drugs -- and people willing to kill as a cost of
doing business.

"Casual" drug use is responsible for the casualties of the

drug war. So even casual users -- dabblers in drugs -- have
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blood on their hands. And unlike those of you entering school
this fall, those killed by the drug trade never get a second
chance.

Drugs are an equal opportunity destroyer. They have no
conscience. They don’t care where the money comes from. They
just murder people. Young and old, good and bad -- it doesn’t
matter. For too many, drugs mean death.

[PICKS UP BADGE] I keep this badge in a drawer in my desk,
to remind me of that. It was worn by a young rookie cop named
Eddie Byrne. Twenty-two years old -- not much older than some of
you. He was out trying to stop the drug trade -- trying to
protect a witness, so that a dealer could be brought to justice.

Eddie Byrne had three brothers. A girlfriend he’d known for
four years. He loved fishing and football -- was a running back
at Plain Edge High School. He had a lot of friends in his
neighborhood. But in the early hours of a cold February morning,
sitting in a cruiser, Eddie Byrne was blown away at point-blank
range.

To me this badge is a constant reminder -- that the killing
must and will stop. 1It’s a promise, that Eddie Byrne’s life was
not given in vain. That the slavery of drugs must end -~ and
will end. [PUTS BADGE DOWN. ]

From where you’re sitting right now -- in school -- you’re
in a position to begin to make your dreams come true. But out on

the streets, a nightmare for America is happening, right now.
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Somewhere a teenage girl who ought to be in school is giving
birth to a baby already addicted to cocaine. That baby is coming
‘into this world shaking and twitching from withdrawal -- so
sensitive to the touch that it can’t be held or fed properly.

[PICKS UP VIAL] How can something so small cause so much
pain? How can it force brothers to kill brothers, mothers to
abandon children? And behind all of the senseless violence, the
needless tragedy, what haunts me is the question -- why?

[PUTS DOWN VIAL] I have one answer. Drugs are still a
problem, because too many of us are still looking the other way.
And that’s why I wanted to talk to you today.

I'm asking you not to look the other way. Maybe you’re in
trouble -- or on the edge of t;ouble. Maybe you know someone who
is. And if you’ve got younger brothers or sisters -- you know
they’re looking up to you. ‘

You know -- all of you in a classroom know -- who’s got a
problem. Today I'm not just asking you to get help. I’'m asking
you to find someone who needs help. And help them. If you’re
not in trouble, seek out someone who is.

We all need to succeed. And I’'ll let you in on a secret:
we all can succeed. Maybe you’ve heard Michael Jordan say "If
you don’t use drugs, you can just about be anything you want to
be. You’ve got at least 3/4 of your life to go. That’s three

more lifetimes to you. So don’t blow it."
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Saying "no" won’t make you a nerd. [SMILES] It won’'t make
you-a geek. It won’t make you a loser, or a dweeb... In fact, it
will make you more friends than drugs ever will.

I think of Gary --'a very street-tough drug user from
Denver, who was part of a panel answering questions from students
about drugs. In the middle of the session, Gary broke down and

~cried, saying that he did drugs because no one who didn’ﬁ do
drugs would like him. When the students in the audience were
asked who would be Gary'’s friend, there was a sea of hands all
around the room,

No matter who you are -- or how strong you are -- drugs take
control of your life. But without drugs, you are in control.
You can determine your future. And that 'means staying in school.
Because with knowledge and education, you will succeed. You can
not be denied.

If you’re thinking about dropping out, think again. If you
know somebody who’s thinking about dropping out, talk to them
about it. If you have friends who have already dropped out, find
them. Talk to them. Find a way to bring them back.

How can such a small step make any difference? Well, last
winter, after I was sworn in as President, I said that any
definition of a successful life must include serving others. And
I think we all sense that.

A friend of mine tells a story about a young boy and an old

man who were walking along a beach. As the boy walked along the
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beach he picked up each starfish he passed, and threw it into the
sea. The old man asked him why.

"If I left them here," the boy said, "they would dry up in
the sun and die. I’'m saving their lives."

"But the beach goes on for miles and there are millions of
starfish," the old man said. "How can what you’re doing make any
difference?"

The boy looked at the starfish in his hand, threw it into
the ocean, and answered, "It makes a difference to this one."

You’re here to make a difference -- for yourself, and those
around you. So learn to count on each other. Take care of each
other. Give someone else another chance. And make the days mean
something.

Have a good year. And God bless you.

# # #
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SOMEHOW THE FALL ALWAYS FEELS LIKE A TIME TO START
OVER. 1IT’'S A TIME FULL OF POSSIBILITY. EVERYONE GETS
A NEW CHANCE.

NOW, I KNOW THERE ARE AMERICANS OF EVERY AGE
WATCHING. BUT PRESIDENTS DON'T TALK DIRECTLY TO
STUDENTS VERY OFTEN. AND WHAT'S BEEN ON MY MIND LATELY
IS VERY IMPORTANT. SO FOR EACH OF YOU SITTING IN A
CLASSROOM OR ASSEMBLY HALL... THIS MESSAGE GOES
STRAIGHT TO YOU.

[LEANS BACK, ON EDGE OF DESKI WHEN I WAS THINKING
ABOUT WHAT I WANTED TO SAY TO YOU TODAY ABOUT DRUGS, I
TRIED TO PUT MYSELF IN YOUR PLACE. TO LOOK AT IT FROM
YOUR PERSPECTIVE. BUT YOU KNOW, THE HARDER I TRIED,
THE HARDER IT GOT.

YOU LIVE IN COMPLICATED TIMES. YOU DEAL WITH
PRESSURES THAT PEOPLE LIKE ME -- PEOPLE LIKE YOUR MOM
OR DAD -- NEVER HAD TO FACE.
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IT MAY SEEM TO YOU THAT YOUR PARENTS AND YOUR
TEACHERS GREW UP IN SIMPLER TIMES. BUT MOST dF THEM
LIVED THROUGH THE CIVIL RIGHTS STRUGGLES. SOME OF YOUR
FATHERS FOUGHT IN VIETNAM. AND FOR MANY OF YOU, YOUR
PARENTS AND TEACHERS WERE AMONG THE FIRST TO FACE
DRUGS.

IF YOU CARE ENOUGH TO TALK TO THEM, YOU MIGHT BE
SURPRISED AT HOW MUCH THEY DO UNDERSTAND.

[PICKS UP BASEBALL] I USED TO PLAY BALL. KNEW
I'D NEVER MAKE THE BIG LEAGUES -- BUT I MADE A LOT OF
FRIENDS. FRIENDS I LEARNED TO COUNT ON -- BOTH ON AND
OFF THE FIELD.

WE TRUSTED EACH OTHER TO COME THROUGH -- NO MATTER
HOW TOUGH IT GOT. AND I LEARNED FROM THAT. I LEARNED
THAT THE KIND OF PEOPLE YOU MAKE YOUR FRIENDS CAN
EITHER GIVE YOU STRENGTH -- OR TAKE IT AWAY.
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I'M NOT SURE WHY IT IS, BUT SOME PEOPLE JUST MAKE
YOU FIND THE BEST IN YOURSELF. THEY CAN HELP MAKE YOU
A BETTER PERSON -- HELP YOU DISCOVER MORE OF WHO YOU
ARE.

[PUTS DOWN BASEBALL] THERE ARE OTHERS, WHO MAY
SEEM LIKE FRIENDS, BUT THEY'RE NOT -- AND THEY PROVE IT
-- EVERY TIME THEY OFFER YOU DRUGS.

WITH A THOUSAND SMALL DECISIONS YOU MAKE, EVERY
DAY, YOU'RE SHAPING YOUR FUTURE. IT'S A FUTURE THAT
OUGHT TO BE BRIGHT WITH POTENTIAL. AND MOST OF YOU ARE
DOING THE RIGHT THING. BUT FOR THOSE WHO LET DRUGS
MAKE THEIR DECISIONS FOR THEM, YOU CAN ALMOST HEAR THE
DOORS SLAMMING SHUT.

IT ISN'T WORTH IT. WE KNOW THAT NOW. ATTITUDES
THAT ONCE ENCOURAGED OR EXCUSED DRUG USE HAVE CHANGED.
COCAINE USE HAS DROPPED BY ABOUT A FIFTH AMONG HIGH
SCHOOL SENIORS. OVERALL DRUG USE IS AT THE LOWEST
LEVELS IN TEN YEARS.
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BUT EVEN IF YOU DON'T USE DRUGS, YOU OUGHT TO BE
ANGRY ABOUT THEM. BECAUSE YOU'RE BEING CHEATED BY
THOSE WHO DO.

ADD IT ALL UP, AND DRUG USE COSTS THIS COUNTRY
WELL OVER $60 BILLION A YEAR -- IN CASH -- AND I DON'T
KNOW HOW TO QUANTIFY THE HUMAN SUFFERING DRUGS CAUSE,
BUT I DO KNOW WE'RE ALL PAYING FOR IT. WE'RE ALL
FEELING IT. EVERY DAY.

EVERY TIME SOMEONE DOES DRUGS} OR SELLS DRUGS; OR
EVEN "JUST LOOKS THE OTHER WAY," THEY'RE SUPPORTING AN
INDUSTRY THAT COSTS MORE THAN MONEY. IT COSTS LIVES.

EACH OF YOU HAS A DECISION TO MAKE -- AND DOZENS
OF CHANCES TO MAKE IT: AT A PARTY, ON THE STREET, IN
THE SCHOOL PARKING LOT -- TOO OFTEN WHEN ALCOHOL IS
PART OF THE PROBLEM. AND PARENTS, TEACHERS, COACHES,
POLITICIANS, PRESIDENTS -- NO ONE ELSE MAKES THAT
DECISION FOR YOU. BUT IF YOU TALK TO SOMEONE YOU
‘TRUST, THEY MAY REMIND YOU OF WHAT'S AT STAKE.
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YES, IT'S YOUR DECISION. I CAN'T TELL YOU HOW TO
MAKE IT. BUT I WILL TELL YOU WHAT IT MEANS. YOU ALL
WATCH TV. YOU SEE THE NEWS -- THE CRIME -- THE
DEVASTATION.

EVERY DOLLAR THAT GOES TO DRUGS FUELS THE KILLING.

. AS LONG AS THERE ARE AMERICANS WILLING TO BUY DRUGS,

THERE WILL BE PEOPLE WILLING TO SELL DRUGS -- AND
PEOPLE WILLING TO KILL AS A COST OF DOING BUSINESS.
THERE IS A CONNECTION BETWEEN THE SUPPLIERS AND EVEN
"OCCASIONAL" OR "WEEKEND" USERS THAT CAN NEVER BE
FORGOTTEN.

CASUAL DRUG USE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CASUALTIES
OF THE DRUG WAR. FROM THE CITY STREETS OF AMERICA TO
THE STREET BOMBINGS OF COLUMBIA, EVEN DABBLERS IN DRUGS
BEAR RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE BLOOD BEING SPILLED. AND
UNLIKE THOSE OF YOU IN SCHOOL THIS FALL, THOSE kILLED
BY THE DRUG TRADE NEVER DO GET A SECOND CHANCE.
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DRUGS ARE AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY DESTROYER. THEY
HAVE NO CONSCIENCE. THEY DON'T CARE WHERE THE MONEY
COMES FROM. THEY JUST MURDER PEOPLE. YOUNG AND OLD,
GOOD AND BAD, INNOCENT AND GUILTY -- IT DOESN'T MATTER.
FOR TOO MANY, DRUGS MEAN DEATH.

[PICKS UP BADGE] I KEEP THIS BADGE IN A DRAWER IN
MY DESK, TO REMIND ME OF THAT. IT WAS WORN BY A YOUNG
ROOKIE COP NAMED EDDIE BYRNE. TWENTY-TWO YEARS OLD --
NOT MUCH OLDER THAN SOME OF YOU. HE WAS OUT TRYING TO
STOP THE DRUG TRADE -- PROTECTING A WITNESS, SO THAT A
DEALER COULD BE BROUGHT TO JUSTICE.

EDDIE BYRNE HAD THREE BROTHERS. A GIRLFRIEND HE’'D
KNOWN FOR FOUR YEARS. HE LOVED FISHING AND FOOTBALL --
WAS A RUNNING BACK AT PLAIN EDGE HIGH SCHOOL IN NEW
YORK. HE HAD A LOT OF FRIENDS IN HIS NEIGHBORHOOD.
AND EDDIE BYRNE HAD DREAMS.

BUT IN THE EARLY HOURS OF A COLD FEBRUARY MORNING,
SITTING IN A POLICE CRUISER, EDDIE BYRNE WAS BLOWN AWAY
AT POINT-BLANK RANGE. BY FOUR YOUNG DEALERS, ON THE
ORDERS OF A DRUG KINGPIN. COLD AND CALCULATED.
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I'VE HEARD SOME SAY, "IF YOU DO DRUGS NOW AND
THEN, YOU'RE NOT HURTING ANYBODY. IT'S NO BIG DEAL."
WELL, THE NEXT TIME YOU THINK ABOUT USING DRUGS, I WANT
YOU TO THINK OF EDDIE BYRNE -- AND I WANT YOU TO THINK
ABOUT THE FAMILY THAT LOST HIM.

TO ME THIS BADGE IS A CONSTANT REMINDER -- THAT
THE KILLING MUST AND WILL STOP. THIS IS A PROMISE:
EDDIE BYRNE'S LIFE WAS NOT GIVEN IN VAIN. [PUTS BADGE
DOWN. ]

WHERE YOU'RE SITTING RIGHT NOW -- IN SCHOOL -- I
KNOW YOU'VE GOT YOUR DREAMS. EVERYONE DOES. BUT OUT
ON THE STREETS, A NIGHTMARE FOR AMERICA IS HAPPENING,
EVERY DAY. EVERY NIGHT.

SOMEWHERE A TEENAGE GIRL WHO OUGHT TO BE IN SCHOOL
IS GIVING BIRTH TO A BABY ALREADY ADDICTED TO COCAINE.
THAT BABY IS COMING INTO THIS WORLD SHAKING AND
TWITCHING FROM WITHDRAWAL -- SO SENSITIVE TO THE TOUCH
THAT IT CAN'T BE HELD OR FED PROPERLY.
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[PICKS UP VIALI HOW CAN SOMETHING SO SMALL CAUSE
Sb MUCH PAIN? HOW CAN IT FORCE BROTHERS TO KILL
BROTHERS, MOTHERS TO ABANDON CHILDREN? AND BEHIND ALL
OF THE SENSELESS VIOLENCE, THE NEEDLESS TRAGEDY, WHAT
HAUNTS ME IS THE QUESTION -- WHY?

[PUTS DOWN VIAL] I HAVE ONE ANSWER. DRUGS ARE
STILL A PROBLEM, BECAUSE TOO MANY OF US ARE STILL
LOOKING THE OTHER WAY. AND THAT'S WHY I WANTED TO TALK
TO YOU TODAY.

I'M ASKING YOU NOT TO LOOK THE OTHER WAY. MAYBE
YOU'RE IN TROUBLE -- OR ON THE EDGE OF TROUBLE. MAYBE
YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS. MAYBE YOU'VE GOT YOUNGER
BROTHERS OR SISTERS -- YOU KNOW THEY'RE LOOKING UP TO
YOU. DON'T RISK YOUR LIFE -- OR THEIRS.

AND IF YOU'RE STRUGGLING WITH THE KIND OF PROBLEM
THAT CAN TRULY BE THE TOUGHEST -- IF YOU HAVE PARENTS
WHO HAVE PROBLEMS WITH DRUGS OR ALCOHOL -- FIND SOMEONE
YOU CAN TRUST. TALK TO THEM ABOUT IT.
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YOU KNOW -- ALL OF YOU IN A CLASSROOM KNOW --
WHO'S GOT A PROBLEM. TODAY I'M NOT JUST ASKING YOU TO
GET HELP. 1I'M ASKING YOU TO FIND SOMEONE WHO NEEDS
YOU. AND HELP THEM. I'LL SAY IT AGAIN: IF YOU'RE NOT
IN TROUBLE, SEEK OUT SOMEONE WHO IS.

WE ALL WANT TO SUCCEED. AND I'LL LET YOU IN ON A
SECRET: WE ALL CAN SUCCEED. MAYBE YOU'VE HEARD
MICHAEL JORDAN SAY "IF YOU DON'T USE DRUGS, YdU CAN
JUST ABOUT BE ANYTHING YOU WANT TO BE. YOU'VE GOT AT
LEAST 3/4 OF YOUR LIFE TO GO. THAT'S THREE MORE
LIFETIMES TO YOU. SO DON'T BLOW IT."

SAYING "NO" WON'T MAKE YOU A NERD. IT WON'T MAKE
YOU A LOSER. 1IN FACT, IT WILL MAKE YOU MORE FRIENDS
THAN DRUGS EVER WILL. REAL FRIENDS.

BUT IF THAT'S NOT ENOUGH REASON, THERE'S ANOTHER
SIDE: USING ILLEGAL DRUGS IS AGAINST THE LAW. AND IF -
YOU BREAK THE LAW, YOU PAY THE PRICE. BECAUSE THE
RULES HAVE CHANGED.
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IF YOU DO DRUGS, YOU WILL BE CAUGHT. AND WHEN
YOU'RE CAUGHT, YOU WILL BE PUNISHED. YOU MIGHT LOSE
YOUR DRIVER'S LICENSE -- SOME STATES HAVE STARTED
REVOKING USERS' DRiVING PRIVILEGES. OR YOU MIGHT LOSE
THE COLLEGE LOAN YOU WANTED -- BECAUSE WE'RE NOT
HELPING THOSE WHO BREAK THE LAW. THESE ARE PRIVILEGES,
NOT RIGHTS. IF YOU RISK DOING DRUGS, YOU RISK
EVERYTHING -- EVEN YOUR FREEDOM. BECAUSE YOU WILL BE
PUNISHED.

NOW, I CAN IMAGINE A FEW WHISPERS OUT THERE --
MAYBE YOU THINK WE'LL NEVER GET DRUGS UNDER CONTROL --
THAT IT'S TOO EASY FOR THE DEALERS TO GET BACK ON THE
STREET. THOSE DAYS ARE OVER, T00. THE REVOLVING
DOOR... JUST JAMMED.

YOU THINK THERE WON'T BE ROOM FOR THEM IN JAIL?
WE'LL MAKE ROOM... WE'RE ALMOST DOUBLING PRISON SPACE.
YOU THINK THERE AREN’T ENOUGH PROSECUTORS? WE'LL HIRE
THEM... WITH THE LARGEST INCREASE IN FEDERAL
PROSECUTORS IN HISTORY. THE DAY OF THE DEALER IS
DRAWING TO A CLOSE. [PAUSE]
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NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE -- OR HOW STRONG YOU ARE --
DRUGS TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR LIFE. BUT WITHOUT DRUGS,
YOUlARE IN CONTROL. YOU CAN DETERMINE YOUR FUTURE.
AND THAT MEANS STAYING IN SCHOOL.

IF YOU'RE THINKING ABOUT DROPPING OUT, THINK
AGAIN. IF YOU KNOW SOMEBODY WHO'S THINKING ABOUT
DROPPING OUT, TALK TO THEM ABOUT IT. IF YOU HAVE
FRIENDS WHO HAVE ALREADY DROPPED OUT, FIND THEM. TALK
TO THEM. FIND A WAY TO BRING THEM BACK.

TODAY I'VE ASKED YOU TO THINK ABOUT THE TERRIBLE
COST DRUGS ARE MAKING US ALL PAY, EVERY DAY. BUT EVEN
MORE IMPORTANT, I'M ASKING YOU TO THINK ABOUT WHAT YOU
CAN DO, TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR SOMEONE ELSE.

LAST WINTER, AFTER I WAS SWORN IN AS PRESIDENT, I
SAID THAT FROM NOW ON IN AMERICA, ANY DEFINITION OF A
SUCCESSFUL LIFE MUST INCLUDE SERVING OTHERS. HELPING
OTHERS. AND I HOPE WE ALL BELIEVE THAT.
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THERE'S A STORY ABOUT A YOUNG BOY AND AN OLD MAN
WHO WERE WALKING ALONG A BEACH. AS THE BOY WALKED
ALONG THE BEACH HE PICKED UP EACH STARFISH HE PASSED,
AND THREW IT INTO THE SEA. THE OLD MAN ASKED HIM WHY.

"IF I LEFT THEM HERE,"™ THE BOY SAID, "THEY WOULD
DRY UP IN THE SUN AND DIE. I'M SAVING THEIR LIVES."

"BUT THE BEACH GOES ON FOR MILES AND THERE ARE
MILLIONS OF STARFISH," THE OLD MAN SAID. "HOW CAN WHAT
YOU'RE DOING MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE?"

- THE BOY LOOKED AT THE STARFISH IN HIS HAND, THREW
IT INTO THE OCEAN, AND ANSWERED, "IT MAKES A DIFFERENCE
TO THIS ONE.™
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YOU'RE HERE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE -- FOR YOURSELF,
AND THOSE AROUND YOU. SO LEARN TO COUNT ON EACH OTHER.
TAKE CARE OF EACH OTHER. GIVE SOMEONE ELSE ANOTHER
CHANCE.
AND MAKE THE DAYS MEAN SOMETHING.

HAVE A GOOD YEAR. AND GOD BLESS YOU.

## #
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release February 9, 1989

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO THE JOINT SESSION OF CONGRESS

The Capitol
Washington, D.C.

9:07 P.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Speaker, Mr. President, and
distinguished members of the House and Senate, honored guests, and
fellow citizens. Less than three weeks ago, I joined you on the West
Front of this very building =-- and looking over the monuments to our
proud past =- offered you my hand in filling the next page of
American history with a story of extended prosperity and continued
peace. And tonight, I'm back to offer you my plans, as well. The
hand remains extended, the sleeves are rolled up, America is waiting,
and now we must produce. Together, we can build a better America.

It is comforting to return to this historic Chamber.
Here, 22 years ago, I first raised my hand to be sworn into public
life. So tonight, I feel as if I'm returning home to friends and I
intend -- (applause.) And I intend, in the months and years to come,
to give you what friends deserve: frankness, respect, and my best
judgment about ways to improve America's future.

In return, I ask for an honest commitment to our common
mission of progress. If we seize the opportunities on the road
before us, there'll be praise enough for all. The people didn't send
us here to bicker. And it's time to govern.

And many presidents have come to this Chamber in times of
great crisis. War and depression, loss of national spirit. And
eight years ago, I sat in that very chair as President Reagan spoke
of punishing inflation and devastatingly high interest rates and
people out of work, American confidence on the wane. And our
challenge is different.

We're fortunate -- a much changed landscape lies before
us tonight. So I don't propose to reverse direction. We're headed
the right way. But we cannot rest. We're a people whose energy and
drive have fueled our rise to greatness. And we're a forward-looking
nation -- generous, yes, but ambitious, as well -- not for ourselves,
but for the world. Complacency is not in our character =-- not
before, not now, not ever. (Applause.)

And so tonight, we must take a strong America and make it
even better. We must address some very real problems. We must
establish some very clear priorities. And we must make a very
substantial cut in the federal budget deficit. (Applause.)

Some people find that agenda impossible. But I'm
presenting to you tonight a realistic plan for tackling it. My plan
has four broad features: attention to urgent priorities, investment
in the future, an attack on the deficit, and no new taxes.
(Applause.)

This budget represents my best judgment of how we can
address our priorities. There are many areas in which we would all
like to spend more than I propose; I understand that. But we cannot
until we get our fiscal house in order.
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Next year alone, thanks to economic growth, without any
change in the law, the federal government will take in over $80 '
billion dollars more than it does this year. That's right -- over
$80 billion in new revenues, with no increases in taxes. And our job
is to allocate those new resources wisely.

We can afford to increase spendlng by a modest amount,
but enough to invest in key priorities and still cut the deficit by
almost 40 percent in one year. And that will allow us to meet the
targets set forth in the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings law. But to do that,
we must recognize that growth above inflation in federal programs is
not preordained; that not all spending initiatives were designed to
be immortal. (Applause.)

I make this pledge tonight: My team and I are ready to
work with the Congress, to form a special leadership group, to
negotiate in good faith, to work day and night -- if that's what it
takes == to meet the budget targets, and to produce a budget on time.

We cannot settle for business as usual. Government by
continuing resolution =-=- or government by crisis =-- will not do. And
I ask the Congress tonight to approve several measures which will
make budgeting more sensible. We could save time and improve
efficiency by enacting two-year budgets. (Applause.) Forty-three
governors have the line-item veto. President's should have it, too.
(Applause.) And the very least -- at the very least, when a
President proposes to rescind federal spending, the Congress should
be required to vote on that proposal =-- instead of killing it by
lnactlon. (Applause.)

And I ask the Congress to honor the public's wishes by
passing a constitutional amendment to require a balanced budget.
(Applause.) Such an amendment, once phased in, will discipline both
the Congress and the Executive Branch.

Several pr1nc1ples describe the kind of America I hope to
build with your help in the years ahead. We will not have the luxury
of taking the easy, spendthrift approach to solving problems --
because higher spending and higher taxes put economic growth at risk.
Economic growth provides jobs and hope. Economic growth enables us
to pay for social programs. Economic growth enhances the security of
the nation. And low tax rates create economic growth.

I believe in giving Americans greater freedom and greater
choice == and I will work for choice for American families, whether
in the housing-in which they live, the schools to which they send
their children, or the child care they select for their young.
(Applause.)

You see, I believe that we have an obligation to those in
need, but that government should not be the provider of first resort
for things that the private sector can produce better. I believe in
a society that is free from discrimination and bigotry of any kind.
(Applause ) And I will work to knock down the barriers left by past
discrimination -- (applause) -- and to build a more tolerant society
that will stop such barriers from ever being built again.

I believe that family and faith represent the moral
compass of the nation -- and I'll work to make them strong, for as
Benjamin Franklin said, "If a sparrow cannot fall to the ground
without His notice, can a great nation rlse without his aid?"

And I believe in giving people the power to make their
own lives better through growth and opportunity. And together, let's
put power in the hands of people. (Applause. )

- Three weeks ago, we celebrated the Bicentennial
Inaugural, the 200th annlversary of the first presidency. And if you
look back, one thing is so striking about the way the Foundxng
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Fathers looked at America. They didn't talk about themselves. They
talked about posterity. They talked about the future.

And we, too, must think in terms bigger than ourselves.
We must take actions today that will ensure a better tomorrow.
(Applause.) We must extend American leadership in technology,
increase long-term investment, improve our educational system, and
boost productivity. These are the keys to building a better future.

And here are some of my recommendations:

I propose almost $2.2 billion for the National Science
Foundation to promote basic research and keep us on track to double
its budget by 1993. (Applause.)

I propose to make permanent the tax credit for research
and development. (Applause.)

I've asked Vice President Quayle to chair a new Task
Force on Competitiveness. (Applause.) -

And I request funding for NASA and a strong space program
== an increase of almost $2.4 billion over the current fiscal year.
We must have a manned space station: a vigorous, safe space shuttle
program; and more commercial development in space. The space program
should always go "full throttle up" =-- and that's not just our
ambition; it's our destiny. (Applause.)

I propose that we cut the maximum tax rate on capital
gains to increase long-term investment. (Applause.) -History is
clear == history on this is clear; this will increase revenues, help
savings, and create new jobs. (Applause.) We won't be competitive
if we leave whole sectors of America behind. This is the year we
should finally enact urban enterprise zones and bring hope to the
inner cities. (Applause.)

But the most important competitiveness program of all is
one which improves education in America. When some of our students
actually have trouble locating America on a map of the world, it is
time for us to map a new approach to education. (Applause.)

We must reward excellence and cut through bureaucracy.
We must help schools that need help the most. We must give choice to
parents, students, teachers, and principals:; and we must hold all
concerned accountable. In education, we cannot tolerate mediocrity.
(Applause.)

I want to cut that dropout rate and make America a more
literate nation. (Applause.) Because what it really comes down to
is this: the longer our graduation lines are today, the shorter our
unemployment lines will be tomorrow.

So tonight I'm proposing the following intitiatives:

The beginning of a $500-million program to reward
America's best schools -- "merit schools."

The creation of special presidential awards for the best
teachers in every state =-- because excellence should be rewarded. ==
(Applause.)

The establishment of a new program of National Science
Scholars, one each year for every Member of the House and Senate, to
give this generation of students a special incentive to excel in
science and mathematics. (Applause.)

The expanded use of magnet schools, which give families
and students greater choice; and a new program -- to encourage
"alternative certification" which will let talented people from all
fields teach in our classrooms. (Applause.)
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. I've said I'd like to be the "Education Preéidgnt," And
tonight, I've asked you to join me by becoming the "Education
Congress." (Applause.) :

Just last week, as I settled into this new office, I
received = letter from a mother in Pennsylvania who. had been struck
by my message in the Inaugural Address. "Not 12 hours befo;e," she

wrote, "my husband and I received word that our son was addicted to
cocaine. He had the world at his feet. Bright, gifted, personable.
He could have done anything with his life. And now he has chosen
cocaine."®

. "And please," she wrote, "find a way to curb the sdpply
of cocaine. Get tough with the pushers. Our son needs your help."
(Applause.)

My friends, that voice crying out for help could be the
voice of your own neighbor, your own friend, your own son. Over 23
million Americans used illegal drugs last year -- at a staggering
cost to our nation's well-being.

Let this be recorded as the time when America rose up and
said "no" to drugs. - The Scourge of drugs must be stopped. AaAnd T am
asking tonight for an increase of almost a billion dollars in budget
outlays to escalate the war against drugs. (Applause.) The war must
be waged on all fronts. Our new drug czar, Bill Bennett, and I will
be shoulder-to-shoulder in the Executive Branch leading the charge.

Some money will be used to expand treatment to the poor
and to young mothers. This will offer the helping hand to the many
innocent victims of drugs =- like the thousands of babies born
addicted, or with AIDS because of the mother's addiction.

Some will be used to cut the waiting time for treatment.
Some money will be devoted to those urban schools where the emergency
is now the worst. And much of it will be used to protect our
borders, with help from the Coast Guard, and the Customs Service, the
Departments of State and Justice, and yes, the U.S. military.
(Applause.) .

I mean to get tough on the drug criminals. And let me be
clear: this President will back up those who put their lives on the
line every single day == our local police officers. (Applause.)

My budget asks for beefed-up pProsecution, for a new
attack on organized crime, and for enforcement of tough sentences --
and for the worst kingpins, that means the death penalty. :
(Applause.) I also want to make sure that when a drug dealer is
convicted, there's a cell waiting for him. And he should not go free
because prisons are too full,

And so let the word go out: If you're caught and
convicted, you will do time.

But for all we do in law enforcement, in interdiction and
treatment, we will never win this war on drugs unless we stop the
demand for drugs. So some of this increase will be used to educate
the young about the dangers of drugs. We must involve the parents.
We must involve the teachers. Wwe must involve the communities. And
my friends, we must involve ourselves -=- each and every one of us in
this concern. (Applause.)

One problem related to drug use demands our urgent
attention and our continuing compassion. And that is the terrible
tragedy of AIDS. I'm asking for Sl1.6 billion for education to
prevent the disease -- and for research to find a cure.

If we're to protect our future, we need a new attitude
about the environment. We must protect the air we breathe. I will
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send to you shortly legislation for a new, more effective, Clean Air
Act. It will include a plan to reduce, by date certain, the.’.
emissions which cause acid rain =- (applause) == because the time for
study alone has passed, and the time for action is now. (Applause.)

/

We must make use of clean coal. My budget contains full
funding, on schedule, for the clean coal technology agreement tha;
we've made with Canada. (Applause.) We've made that agreement with
Canada and we intend to honor that agreement.

We must not neglect our parks. So I'm asking to fund new
acquisitions under the Land and Water Conservation Fund. We must
protect our oceans. And I support new penalties against those who
would dump medical waste and other trash into our oceans.

(Applause.) The age of the needle on the beaches must end.
(Applause.) .

And in some cases, the qulfs and oceans off our shores
hold the promise of oil and gas reserves which can make our nation
more secure and less dependent on foreign oil. And when those with
the most promise can be tapped safely, as with much of the Alaska
National Wildlife Refuge, we should proceed. (Applause.) But we
must use caution. We must respect the environment.

And so tonight I'm calling for the indefinite
postponement of three lease sales which have raised troubling
questions =-- two off the coast of California, and one which could
threaten the Everglades in Florida. (Applause.) Action on these
three lease sales will await the conclusion of a special task force
set up to measure the potential for environmental damage.

: I'm directing the Attorney General and the Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency to use every tool at their
disposal to speed and toughen the enforcement of our laws against
toxic waste dumpers. (Applause.) I want faster cleanups and tougher
enforcement of penalties against polluters.

In addition to caring for our future, we must care for
those around us. A decent society shows compassion for the young,
the elderly, the vulnerable, and the poor.

Our first obligation is to the most vulnerable --
infants, poor mothers, children living in poverty =- and my proposed
budget recognizes this. I ask for full funding of Medicaid -- an
increase of over $3 billion =-- and an expansion of the program to
include coverage of pPregnant women who are near the poverty line.
(Applause.)

I believe we should help working families cope with the
burden of child care. oOur help should be aimed at those who need it
most -- low=-income families with young children. I support a new
child care tax credit that will aim our efforts at exactly those
families -= without discriminating against mothers who choose to stay
at home. (Applause.) .

Now, I know there are competing proposals. But remember
this -- the overwhelming majority of all preschool child care is now
provided by relatives and neighbors and churches and community
groups. Families who choose these options should remain eligible for
help. Parents should have choice. (Applause.)

And for those children whe are unwanted or abused or
whose parents are deceased, we should encourage adoption. I propose
to reenact the tax deduction for adoption expenses, and to double it
to $3,000. (Applause.) Let's make it easier for these kids to have
parents who love them.

We have :a moral contract with our senior citizens. and
in this budget, Social Security is fully funded, including a full
cost-of-living adjustment. We must honor our contract.
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We must care about those in the shadow of life, and I,
like many Americans, am deeply troubled by the plight of the
homeless. The causes of homelessness are many, the history is long.
But the moral imperative to act is clear.

Thanks to the deep well of generosity in this great land,
many organizations already contribute. But we in government cannot
stand on the sidelines. In my budget, I ask for greater support for
emergency food and shelter, for health services and measures to
prevent substance abuse, and for clinics for the mentally ill.
(Applause.) And I propose a new initiative involving the full range
of government agencies. We must confront this national shame.

There's another issue that I've decided to mention here
tonight. I've long believed that the people of Puerto Rico should
have the right to determine their own political future. Personally,
I strongly favor statehood. But I urge the Congress to take the
necessary steps to allow the people to decide in a referendum.

: Certain problems, the result of decades of unwise
practices, threaten the health and security of our people. Left
unattended, they will only get worse -- but we can act now to put
them behind us.

Earlier this week, I announced my support for a plan to
restore the financial and moral integrity of our savings system. I
ask Congress to enact our reform proposals within 45 days. We must
not let this situation fester. (Applause.) We owe it to the savers
in this country to solve this problen. (Applause.)

- Certainly, the savings of Americans must remain secure.
Let me be clear. Insured depositors will continue to be fully
protected. But any plan to refinance the system must be accompanied
by major reform. Our proposals will prevent such a crisis from
recurring. The best answer is to make sure that a mess like this
will never happen again.

The majority of thrifts in communities across the nation
have been honest. They've played a major role in helping families
achieve the dream of home ownership. But make no mistake -- those
who are corrupt, those who break the law, must be kicked out of the
business and they should go to jail. (Applause.)

We face a massive task in cleaning up the waste left from
decades of environmental neglect at our America's nuclear weapons
plants. Clearly, we must modernize these plants and operate them
safely. That's not at issue -- our national security depends on it.
But beyond that, we must clean up the old mess that's been left
behind -- and I propose in this budget to more than double our
current effort to do so. This will allow us to identify the exact
nature of the various problems so we can clean them up == and clean
them up we will. (Applause.)

We've been fortunate during these past eight years.
America is a stronger nation than it was in 1980. Morale in our
Armed Forces has been restored. Our resolve has been shown. oOur
readiness has been improved. And we are at peace. There can no
longer be any doubt that peace has been made more secure through
strength. And when America is stronger, the world is safer.
(Applause.)

Most people don't realize that after the successful
restoration of our strength, the Pentagon budget has actually been
reduced in real terms for each of the last four years. We cannot
tolerate continued real reduction in defense. In light of the
compelling need to reduce the deficit, however, I support a one-year
freeze in the military budget -- something I proposed last fall in my
flexible freeze plan. .
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And this’freéze will apply for only one yegr,,and after
that, increases above inflation will be ;equired. I will not '
sacrifice American preparedness, and I will not compromise American

strength. (Applause.)

- I should be clear on the conditions attached to my
recommendation for the coming year:

The savings must be allocated to those priorities for
investing in our future that I've spoken about tonight.

This defense freeze must be a part of a comprehensive
budget agreement which meets the targets spelled out in ]
Gramm-Rudman-Hollings law without raising taxes, and which
incorporates reforms in the budget process.

I have directed the National Security Council to review
our national security and defense policies and report back to me
within 90 days to ensure that our capabilities and resources meet our
commitments and strategies. :

I'm also charging the Department of Defense with the task
of developing a plan to improve the defense procurement process and
management of the Pentagon -- one which will fully implement the
Packard Commission report. (Applause.) Many of these changes can
only be made with the ‘participation of the Congress -- and so I ask
for your help.

We need fewer regulations. We need less bureaucracy. We
need multiyear procurement and two~year budgeting. And frankly, =--
and don't take this wrong -- we need less congressional
micromanagement of our nation's military policy. (Applause.) I
detect a slight division on that question, but nevertheless =-
(laughter.)

: Securing a more peaceful world is perhaps the most
important priority I'd like to address tonight. You know we meet at
a time of extraordinary hope. Never before in this century have our
values of freedom, democracy, and economic opportunity been such a
powerful and intellectual force around the globe.

Never before has our leadership been so crucial, because
whil: America has its eyes on the future, the world has its eyes on
America. :

And it's time of great change in the world -- and
especially in the Soviet Union. Prudence and common sense dictate
that we try to understand the full meaning of the change going on
there, review our policies and then proceed with caution. But I've
personally assured General Secretary Gorbachev that at the conclusion
of such a review we will be ready te move forward. We will not miss
any opportunity to work for peace.

The fundamental facts remain that the Soviets retain a
very powerful military machine, in the service of objectives which
are still too often in conflict with ours. So let us take the new
openness seriously. But let's also be realistic. And let's always
be strong. (Applause.)

' There are some pressing issues we must address: I will
vigorously pursue the Strategic Defense Initiative. (Applause.) The
spread and even use of sophisticated weaponry threatens global
security as never before. :

Chemical weapons must be banned from the face of the
Earth, never to be used again. (Applause.) And, look, this won't be
eagy. Verification =-- extraordinarily difficult. But civilization
and human decency demand that we try.

And the spread of nuclear weapons must be stopped. And
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I'll work to strengthen the hand of the International Atomic Energy
Agency. Our diplomacy must work every day against the proliferation
of nuclear weapons.

And around the globe, we must continue to be freedom's
best friend. And we must stand firm for self-determination and
democracy in Central America =-- including in Nicaragua.-.(Applause.)
It is my strongly held conviction that when people are given the .
chance, they inevitably will choose a free press, freedom of worship,
and certifiably free and fair elections.

We must strengthen the alliance of the industrial
democracies =- as solid a force for peace as the world has ever
known. And this is an alliance forged by the power of our ideals,
not the pettiness of our differences. So let's lift our sights =-- to
rise above fighting about beef hormones to building a better future,
to move from protectionism to progress. .

I've asked the Secretary of State to visit Europe next
week and to consult with our allies on the wide range of challenges
and opportunities we face together == including East-West relations.
And I look forward to meeting with our NATO partners in the near

" future.

And I, too, shall begin a trip shortly -- to the far
reaches of the Pacific Basin, where the winds of democracy are
creating new hope, and the power of free markets is unleashing a new
force.

When I served as our representative in China 14 or 15
years ago, few would have predicted the scope of the changes we've
witnessed since then. But in preparing for this trip, I was struck
by something I came across from a.Chinese writer. He was speaking of
his country, decades ago, but his words speak to each of us, in
America, tonight.

"Today," he said, "we're afraid of the simple words like
goodness and mercy and kindness."

My friends, if we're to succeed as a nation, we must
rediscover those words.

In just three days, we mark the birthday of Abraham
Linceln == the man who saved our Union, and gave new meaning to the
word. opportunity. Lincoln once said: "I hold that while man exists,
it is his duty to improve not only his own condition, but to assist
in ameliorating that of mankind."

It is this broader mission to which I call all Americans.
Because the definition of a successful life must include serving -

" others. (Applause.)

And to the young people of America, who sometimes feel
left out == I ask you tonight to give us the benefit of your talent
and energy through a new program called "YES," for Youth Entering
Service to America,

To those men and women in business =~ remember the
ultimate end of your work =- to make a better product, to create
better lives. I ask you to plan for the longer-term and avoid that
temptation of quick and easy paper profits.

To the brave men and women who wear the uniform of the
United States of America -- thank you. Your calling is a high one -~
(appplause.) To be the defenders of freedom and the guarantors of
liberty. And I want you to know that this nation is grateful for
your service. .

To the farmers of America, we appreciate the bounty you
provide. We will work with you to open foreign markets to American
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agricultural preducts. (Applause.)

And to the parents of America, I ask you to6 get involved
in your child's schooling. Check on the homework. Go to the school,
meet the teachers, care about what is happening there. 1It's not only
your child's future on the line, it's America's. :

To kids in our cities == don't give up hope. Say no to
drugs. Stay in school. And yes, "Keep hope alive."

) To those 37 million Americans with some form of
disability -- you belong in the economic mainstream. We need your
talents in America's workforce. Disabled Americans must become full
partners in America's opportunity society. (Applause.)

To the families of America watching tonight in your
living rooms: Hold fast to your dreams, because ultimately America's
future rests in your hands.

And to my friends in this Chamber, I ask your cooperat%on
o keep America growing while cutting the deficit. That's only fair
to those who now have no vote =-- the generations to come. -

Let them look back and say that we had the foresight to
understand that a time of peace and prosperity is not the time to
rest, but a time to press forward ~- a time to invest in the future.

And let all Americans remember that no problem of
human-making is too great to be overcome by human ingenuity, human
energy, and the untiring hope of the human spirit. I believe this.
I would not have asked to be your President if I didn't.

And tomorrow, the debate on the plan I've put forward
begins, and I ask the Congress to come forward with your own
proposals. Let's not question each other's motives. Iet's debate.
Let's negotiate. But let us solve the problem. (Applause.)

Recalling anniversaries may not be my specialty in
speeches -- (laughter and applause.) == but tonight is one of some

" note. On February 9, 1941, just 48 Years ago tonight, Sir Winston

Churchill took to the airwaves during Britain's hour of peril. He'd
received from President Roosevelt a hand~-carried letter quoting
Longfellow's famous poem: "Sail on, oh Ship of state! Sail on, oOh
Union, strong and great! Humanity with all its fears, with all the
hopes of future years, is hanging breathless on thy fate!"

And Churchill responded on this night by radio broadcast
to a nation at war, but he directd his words to Franklin Roosevelt.
"We shall not fail or falter," he said. "We shall not weaken or
tire. Give us the tools, and we will finish the job."

) Tonight, almost half a century later, our peril may be
less immediate, but the need for perseverance and clear-sighted
fortitude is just as great.

Now, as then, there are those who say it can't be done.
There are voices who say that America's best days have passed; that
we're bound by constraints, threatened by problems, surrounded by
troubles which limit our ability to hope. Well, tonight, I remain
full of hope.  We Americans have only begun on our mission of
goodness and greatness. And to those timid souls, I repeat the plea
== give us the tools, and we will do the job.

Thank you. God bless you and God bless America.
(Applause.)

END ] 9:56 P.M. EST



