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REMARKS: ~NEW YORK .PARTNERSHIP W&
YORK

NEW YORK, NE
THURSDAY, JU

E 22, 1989

DISTINGUISHED GUESTs, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. I

APPRECIATE YOUR GENEROUS RECEPTION.

AND LET ME SALUTE

THAT MAGNIFICENT FILM. IT WAS A MOVING CALL TO ACTION.

IT 1S INDEED AN HONOR TO ADDRESS THE MEMBERS AND

GUESTS OF THE NEW YORK PARTNERSHIP AND THE ASSOCIATION

FOR -A BETTER NEw YoRk.

For ALREADY, YOU HAVE ENRICHED FIEL
LABOR TO EDUCATION AND THE MEDIA.

STILL FURTHER: TO JOIN HANDS, AND
LIGHT THE AMERICAN SKY.

I BEGIN WITH A SINGLE, SIMPLE S
NO PROBLEM IN AMERICA THAT IS NOT B

SOMEWHERE [PAUSE] . . . THERE IS

AMERICA THAT 1s NOT BEING SOLVED SO

[PAUSE] . . . THINK OF THAT.

S FROM BUSINESS AND
E MEET TODAY TO GO
INK HEARTS, TO

ATEMENT: THERE IS
ING SOLVED

NO PROBLEM IN

EWHERE
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ToDAY, MILLIONS OF AMERICANS --

THE QUIET

AMERICANS, THE SELFLESS AMERICANS -- ARE GIVING OF

THEIR TIME AND OF THEMSELVES. THEY

CENTERS, INNER-CITY SCHOOLS,vHOMES F

ANYWHERE THERE IS A NEED.
NEEDED

WORK AT DAY-CARE
OR THE ELDERLY.

ANYTIME THEY ARE

. MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE ‘LIVES OF THOSE
FOR WHOM THE AMERICAN DREAM SEEMS AN

IMPOSSIBLE DREAM.

-4-

ALREADY, THIS. INVOLVEMENT -- WHA

OR COMMUNITY - SERVICE -- HAS HELPED
FIND SELF-RESPECT AND DIGNITY

‘But THE JOB IS FAR FROM COMPLETE.

AMERICANS STILL ENDURE_A LIVING NIGE

ISOLATION. THAT MUST END. LADIES

MUST BRING BACK THOSE WHO FEEL UNWE

REAWAKEN THEIR HOPE FOR THE FUTURE

\T WE TERM NATIONAL,
COUNTLESS AMERICANS

Too MANY

ITMARE OF WANT AND
AND GENTLEMEN: WE

COME. WE MUST
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WE KNOW THAT GOVERNMENT CAN'T REBUILD A FAMILY, OR
RECLAIM A-sENSE OF NEIGHBORHOOD. WE KNOW THAT DURING -

THE . PAST TWO DECADES WE HAVE SPENT MORE MONEY, ON MORE |
SOCIAL PROGRAMS, THAN AT ANY. TIME I OUR HISTORY. AND
- SOME PROBLEMS AREN'T BETTER. IN FA T, THEY'RE WORSE.
MOST AMERICANS 'UNDERSTAND THAT THE KEY TO

-CONSTRUCTIVE CHANGE IS BUILDING RE TIONSHIPS NOT
BUREAUCRACIES |

'AND THEY KNOW THAT THOSE WHO say, "lI1's GOVERNMENT'S
 PROBLEM, " ARE REALLY PART OF THE PROBLEM THEMSELVES.
ALL My LIFE I'VE BELIEVED THAT GOVERNMENT couLp NOT»
SUBSTITUTE FOR "DO UNTO OTHERS." 'BARBARA AND I, LIKE
ALL oE YOU HERE, HAVE TRIED TO DO OUR SMALL PART. IN
‘MIDLAND, WITH THE YMCA AND UNITED WAY.» CoacHING LiTTLE
LEAGUE HELPING TO BUILD A THEATER.| AND DATING BACK TO

MY DAYS AT YALE, RAISING FUNDS FOR THE UNITED NEGRrO
‘CoLLeGE Funp. |
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"WE'VE ALL DONE THESE THINGS, AND

WE FULFILLED OURSELVES. LEARNING TH

WE DRIVE, OR WHERE WE LIVE; OR WHAT

WEAR. RATHER, LEARNING THAT AMERICA

ON THE GOODNESS OF HER PEOPLE.

THESE BELIEFS ARE BEYOND ANY IND

.ARE TIMELESS. TODAY, MORE THAN EVER

SERVICE TO HELP DROP-OUTS, PREGNANT
ABUSERS. ' THE HOMELESS AND AIDS vIcT

AS WE PARTICIPATED
AT WE ARE NOT WHAT
KIND OF CLOTHES WE
's GREATNESS RESTS

IVIDUAL, FOR THEY
, WE NEED COMMUNITY

TEENS, AND DRUG
IMS,.

-8 -
~ THE HUNGRY AND ILLITERATE. OFTEN TH
'DISADVANTAGED, AND AS THEIR COMMUNLT

EY ARE
IES DISINTEGRATE

AROUND THEM, THEY BECOME DISCONNECTED FROM‘SOCIETY.

Our CHALLENGE, THEN, IS TO RAISE
THEIR EXPECTATIONS BY ENGAGING.EACH

BUSINESS, CHURCH AND SYNAGOGUE, SERV,
AND CIVIC GROUP.

' THEIR SPIRITS AND
CITIZEN, SCHOOL AND
ICE ORGANIZATION




-9 .
FOR THIS IS WHAT I MEAN WHEN I TALK
POINTS OF LIGHT"
INSTITUTIONS WORKING TOGETHER TO SO
THEIR OWN BACK YARD.

I AM HERE TODAY TO ASK THAT BOTI
AND PUBLIC -- AND ALL BRANCHES AND
GOVERNMENT -- JOIN THIS GREAT MOVEM]
NATIONAL SERVICE INTO EVERY CORNER (

OF "A THOUSAND

-~ THAT VAST GALAXY OF PEOPLE AND

LVE PROBLEMS IN

1 SECTORS, PRIVATE
ALL LEVELS OF

ENT TO EXTEND

DF AMERICA.

- 10 -

FOrR 1T IS A MOVEMENT =-- BOLD, AND UNPRECEDENTED

PROGRAM NOT ANOTHER BUREAUCRACY

LET ME TELL YOU THE STRATEGY OF

NoT A

THIS.MOVEMENT.

FIRST, TO ISSUE A CALL TO ACTION, AND TO CLAIM PROBLEMS

AS YOUR OWN. SECOND, TO IDENTIFY,

RECREATE WHAT IS WORKING. AND THIR

ENCOURAGE NEW LEADERS.

NLARGE, AND

TO DISCOVER AND

L
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"FIRST, OUR CALL TO ACTION.
COLLECTIVE.

IT IS INDIVIDUAL, AND
AND IT BEGINS THIS AFT RNOON, WITH YOU

So TopAY, I ASK ALL AMERICANS AND ALL AMERICAN

INSTITUTIONS, LARGE AND SMALL, TO M

TO YOUR LIFE AND WORK. I URGE ALL

CONSIDER COMMUNITY SERVICE IN HIRIN(
PROMOTION DECISIONS.

KE SERVICE CENTRAL
USINESS LEADERS TO

.

COMPENSATION, AND

-12 -
I CALL UPON NON-PROFIT AND SERVICE
DOORS TO ALL THOSE WHO WANT TO HELP
AGE, BACKGROUND, OR LEVEL OF EXPERI
OF HIGH SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES, I urG
" VALUES OF COMMON:TY SERVICE AND TO
FACULTY, AND PERSONNEL TO SERVE OTH
‘To EVERY CORPORATION, LARGE AND
BEGIN A LITERACY PROGRAM THAT TEACH
TO READ. | -

GROUPS TO OPEN YOUR
y IRRESPECTIVE OF
ENCE. AND LEADERS
© YOU TO UPHOLD THE
ENCOURAGE STUDENTS,
ERS . |
SMALL, I sav:

ES ‘EACH EMPLOYEE HOW




- 13 -

AND TO EVERY MEMBER OF A BODY OF HIEHER LEARNING:

START A Bxc BROTHER OR BIG SISTER P
-YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD. OF EVERY CHURCH
ASK: BECOME AN AROUND-THE-CLOCK CO

OF EVERY RESTAURANT AND GROCERY STO

e

OGRAM FOR KIDS IN

AND SYNAGOGUE, I

MUNITY CENTER. AND
DISTRIBUTE

SURPLUS FOOD TO SOUP KITCHENS AND L(

AND TO THE YOUTH OF AMERICA, I
APPEAL.

DCAL SHELTERS.

ISSUE A SPECIAL

- 14 -
YESTERDAY, ON THE SOUTH LAwN OF
HELD A KICKOFF RALLY FOR A KEY ELEMI
THE YES INITIATIVE -- oR "YouTH ENG
AMERTCA. IT WAS ATTENDED BY THOUSAI
~OF THOSE POINTS OF LIGHT I. LIKE TO °
CHALLENGED ' EVERY YOUNG AMERICAN TO

ABSORPTION. 'AND TO EMULATE THOSE L

- SHOWN THA

T THERE IS NO PROBLEM IN Al
BEING SOLVED SOMEWHERE.

THE WHITE House, WE
ENT OF OUR STRATEGY:
\GeD IN SERVICE" TO

NDS OF kIDs -- SOME

ALK ABOUT. I

FIGHT AGAINST SELF-

EADERS WHO. HAVE

MERICA THAT IS NOT
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THEIR PRESENCE REMINDED ME OF THE SAYING, "LIFE IS

NOT A STATE OF TIME -- LIFE IS A ST
OUR CALL TO COMMUNITY SERVICE. IT
~ AND THE OLD. I BELIEVE AMERICANS W

TE OF MIND." So 1S
UMMONS THE YOUNG,
LL LISTEN TO THAT

CALL. ‘THE POET EMERSON ONCE SAID, THE GREATEST GIFT

IS A PORTION OF THYSELF." WELL, TO
FIFTY STATES, GROUPS AND INDIVIDUAL
© TO, THEMSELVES.

AY, ACROSS OUR

3 ARE GIVING OF, NOT

- 16 -

AMERICANS LIKE THESE ARE MISSIO
HEROES. 0QUR MISSION IS TO ACHIEVE,
THEY ARE DOING, LOCALLY. ToO COMPLE
- CATALYST. THIS BRINGS ME TO THE SE
STRATEGY. AND I AM PROUD TO ANNOUN
'EFFORT TO IDENTIFY SERVICE PROGRAMS

ARIES, AND THEY'AREA
NATIONALLY, WHAT

E IT WILL REQUIRE A
OND PART OF OUR

CE IT NOW: A NEW
THAT WORK -- AND

CARRY_THEM TO AMERICA.
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'WE CALL THIS CATALYST THE "POIN
INITIATIVE" -- A FOUNDATION, OF wHI
' HONORARY CHAIRMAN, AND THAT WILL H
' MOVEMENT A REALITY. ) o
I wILL sooN Ask CONGRESS FOR $2

TS OF LIGHT

3
CH I WILL SERVE AS
ELP MAKE OUR

b MILLION ANNUALLY

TO SUPPORT THIS INITIATIVE,-WHICH;_IN TURN, WILL SEEK

MATCHING FUNDS FROM THE PRIVATE SECTOR. A

- 18 -

BUT_I'NILL ALSO NAME AN ADVISORY COI
ME WITHIN FORTY-FIVE DAYS OF ITS FII

 STRUCTURE, COMPOSITION, AND LEGISLA
 ACHIEVE THE FOUNDATION'S GoALs. ((

ANNQUNCE TODAY THAT GQVERNQR_TOM KE

ONE OF THIS NATION'S MosT DEDICATED

 SERVANTS, HAS AGREED TO HEAD THIS Ci

BuT, A FEDERAL EFFORT ALONE CAN

MMITTEE TO REPORT TO
RST MEETING ON THE

:

ION NEEDED TO
ND-I'AM PROUD TO
AN OF NEw JERSEY,
AND CARING PUBLIC
DMMITTEE))

NOT SUCCEED.
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THEREFORE; TODAY WE INVITE EACH EovE
THROUGH THEM, THE MAYORS OF ALL MUNT
JOIN OUR MOVEMENT BY FORMING STATE A
LzGHT WORKING GROUPS COMPOSED OF OUT
THESE INDIVIDUALS WILL BECOME
PROBLEMS LOCALLY. AND TO HELP SOLVE

RNOR -- AND,
CIPALITIES -- TO
ND LOCAL POINTS OF
STANDING LEADERS.
A VEHICLE TO SOLVE

. PROBLEMS

NATIONALLY, THE "THE POINTS oF LIGHT INITIATIVE" WILL

BE A MAGNET FOR THE BEST IDEAS, AND
IN COMMUNITY SERVICE.

BRIGHTEST PROGRAMS,

- 20 -

EFOR WHILE COUNTLESS SERVICE INITIATIVES ARE ALREADY

WORKING SUCCESSFULLY THEY ARE TOO (

FTEN ISOLATED AND

UNKNOWN TO OTHERS. OUR FOUNDATION WILL CHANGE ALL

THAT: BY BRINGING SUCCESS STORIES 1

0 OTHER

COMMUNITIES, WE WILL REPEAT THEM ACROSS THE NATION.
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'WE WILL REPEAT THEM THROUGH A F(
TO BE CALLED THE "SERVNET PROJECT."

FIRMS, CORPORATIONS, UNIONS, SCHOOLS

ASKED TO DONATE THE

AND NOT-FOR-PROFIT GROUPS WILL BE

>

JUNDATION INITIATIVE

PROFESSIONAL
RELIGIOUS, CIVIC,

SERVICES OF SOME OF THEIR MOST TALENTED AND PROMISING

PEOPLE FOR A PERiOD OF TIME.

- THESE EXTRAORDINARY INDIVIDUALS

PEER-TO-PEER WORKING GROUPS.

- 22 -

FOR EXAMPLE: LAWYERS GOING TO FELL
TO FELLOW TEACHERS, UNION MEMBERS T
MEMBERS. SERVNET WILL PROVIDE TRAI
_ ASSISTANCE -- SHOWING WHAT WORKS, A

WILL FORM AND LEAD .

OW LAWYERS, TEACHERS
0 FELLOW UNION

NING AND TECHNICAL
ND WHAT DQESN'T.

But wE ALSO HAVE TO IMPROVE CURRENT METHODS OF -

MAT

"VOLUNTEER CENTERS" SHOULD BE D
TO ALL AMERICANS IN THEIR NEIGHBORH

CHING'PEOPLE WITH MEANINGFUL SER

VICE OPPORTUNITIES.

IRECTLY ACCESSIBLE
00DS .
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SUCH CONTACT POINTS MAY BE IN A PLACE OF WORSHIP, UNION

HALL, LIBRARY, FIRE STATION, BUSINE

S BUILDING, SERVICE

GROUP HEADQUARTERS, OR NEIGHBORHOOD | HOME.

Over TIME, THROUGH AN INITIATIVE CALLED THE

"SERVLINK PROJECT," THE FOUNDATION|WILL STIMULATE THE

- DEVELOPMENT THROUGH PRIVATE SECTOR ESOURCES OF

"TECHNOLOGY LINKS" BETWEEN THOSE WHO WISH TO SERVE AND

THOSE NEEDING SERVICE IN'THE_;NQUIRER'S OWN COMMUNITY.

- 24 -

'AND IN ADDITION, WE WILL ASK BANKS,

CREDIT CARD

ISSUERS, TELEPHONE AND UTILITY COMPANIES TO INCLUDE IN

STATEMENT ENVELOPES INFORMATION ABOUT HOW PEOPLE AND

THEIR INSTITUTIONS CAN BECOME ENGAGH
OTHERS. |
LIKE THE FOUNDATION ITSELF, THE;

INDIVIDUALS == AND INSTITUTIONS -- |
AMERICA.

2D IN SERVING

SE EFFORTS CAN HELP
DROVIDE NEW HOPE TO
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AND SO CAN THE THIRD PART OF OUR MOVEMENT'S STRATEGY:

OUR INITIATIVE TO DISCDVER AND ENCOURAGE NEW LEADERS OF
EVERY AGE IN EVERY TOWN AND CITY. AND TO INSPIRE THEM
TO DEVOTE THEIR TALENTS AND ENERGIES TO NATIONAL
'SERVICE. AND THEN, TO HONOR THOSE WHO EXCEL.

| THNDUGH-THE FOUNDATION, THE YES |INITIATIVE WILL =
ANNUALLY SELECT TWO cDLLEDE-AGED,Yo TH FROM EAcH_STATE'
AS "PRESIDENT'S NATIONAL SERVICE Yo TH
' REPRESENTATIVES "

| - 26 -
l THEY wILL SPEND ONE YEAR TRAVELING THEIR REGIONS AS
'SERVICE AMBASSADORS -~ URGING OTHER|YOUNG AMERICANS TO
GET INVOLVED. AND "POINTS OF LIGHT!' wILL CONVENE YOUTH
'AND REGIONAL "PRESIDENTIAL LEADERSH P FoRUMS," UNITING
~ YOUNG PEOPLE EDUCATORS, AND COMMUN: TY ACTIVISTS. |
FROM sucH ACTION WILL coME ACHI VEMENT AND SUCH
ACHIEVEMENT SHOULD BE REWARDED. WE|WILL ASK MEDIA FROM,

SMALL =TOWN WEEKLIES TO NETWORK TELE ISION TO PROFILE
TH_E BRIGHTEST STARS OF COMMUNITY SERVICE.




AND OUR FOUNDATION WILL ALSO RECOGNIZE SUCCESSFUL

COMMUNITY INITIATIVES AND OUTSTANDING LEADERS THROUGH

TWO NEW PRESIDENTIAL AWARDS. THE "

ATIONAL SERVICE

YouTH LEADERSHIP AWARDS" -- GIVEN EACH YEAR TO

INDIVIDUALS. AND THE "BurLp A ComMl
HONORING "PARTNERSHIPS" WHICH WORK 1

STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AND DECAYING NE]
AMERICA.

JNITY AwARDS" --
FOGETHER TO

IGHBORHOODS IN

- 28 -
ALL OF THIS WILL FULFILL US AS
ASKING US TO COMBAT PROBLEMS LIKE L
POVERTY, DRUG ABUSE AND HOMELESSNES
TO FAIL, AND WE WON'T. FoR AS AMER
IS AT STAKE. B
WE KNOW THAT SERVICE CAN HELP T
THROUGH SOCIETY. WE KNOW THAT AS ¢
INSTITUTIONS, WE CAN USE "ONE-TO-ON
"LOVE THY NEIGHBOR."

AMERICANS. By
ONELINESS AND -
S. WE CANNOT AFFORD

ICANS, WE KNOW WHAT

HOSE FREE-FALLING
ITIZENS, AND |
E" CARING TO TRULY
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WE KNOW, FINALLY, THAT FROM NOW

ON, ANY DEFINITION

OF A SUCCESSFUL LIFE MUST INCLUDE S

WE MUST RESOLVE TO CARRY THIS BELIE
THE LAND. |
TWO CENTURIES AGO LAST YEAR, AL
- SENT A LETTER URGING GENERAL WASHIN
PRESIDENCY. HE WROTE WIM: "THE Ppo
WHICH YOU STAND. . . WILL MAKE AN I
DIFFERENCE. .. . ," |

=RVING OTHERS. AND

TO EVERY PERSON IN

XANDER HAMILTON
TON TO SEEK THE
NT OF LIGHT IN
FINITE

- 30 -

MY FRIENDS, NATIONAL SERVICE WILL Succeep. IT ca

————

MAKE "AN INFINITE DIFFERENCE" IN THE LIFE OF THESE

UNITED STATES. "For "a THOUSAND POINTS" CAN LIGHT THE

LIVES OF A PEOPLE, AND A NATION.

REMEMBER, THERE IS NO PROBLEM_THAT IS NOT BEING

SOLVED SOMEWHERE IN AMERICA. You -!

ROOM -- CAN PROVE THAT STATEMENT A -
IT'S IN OUR HANDS.

- YOU IN THIS
[HOUSAND TIMES OVER.
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GoD BLESS YOU -- WE NEED YOUR HELP, AND GOD BLESS

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. | |
| #o#| 4 4
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NEW YORK DA
NEW YORK, N

THURSDAY, J

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentle
your generous reception., And let me salute ¢

film. It was a moving call to action.

men.

(Smith/Blessey)
June 21, 1989
Draft Nine
PART

RTNERSHIP
EW YORK

UNE 22, 1989

I appreciate

hat magnificent

It is indeed an honor to address the members and guests of

the New York Partnership and the Association
York. For already, yvou have enriched fields
labor to education and the media. We meet to
further: To join hands, and link hearts, to
sky.

I begin with a single, simple statement:

problem in America that is not being solved s

for a Better New
from business and
day to go still

light the American

There is no

omewhere [PAUSE]

. There is no problem in America that is n

somewhere [PAUSE] Think of that.

Today, millions of Americans -- the quie
selfless Americans -- are giving of their tim
They work at day-care centers, inner-city sch
elderly.

Anywhere there is a need. Anytime

. making a difference in the lives of tho

American Dream seems an Impossible Dream.

ot being solved

t Americans, the .

=3

and of themselves.
bols, homes for the
they are needed

Se for whom the
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" the United Negro College Fund.

2

Already, this involvement -- what we tej

community, service -- has helped countless An
respect and dignity.

But the job is far from complete.

endure a living nightmare of want and isolati

Ladies and gentlemen: We must bring back tho

m national, or

ericans find self-

Too many Americans still

on. That must stop.

se who feel

unwelcome. We must reawaken their hope for

he future.

We know that government can't rebuild a
sense of neighborhood. We know that during
we have spent more money, on more social prog
time in our history. And some problems aren'
they're worse.

Most Americans understand that the key t
change is building relationships,'ﬁot bureauc
know that those who say, "It's government's p
part of the problem themselves.

All my life I've believed that governmen
substitute for "do unto others." Barbara and
here, have tried to do our small part. In Mi
and United Way. Coaching Little League, help
theater. And dating back to my days at Yale,

- We've all done these things, and as we p
fulfilled ourselves. Learning that we are no

where we live, or what kind of clothes we wea

that America's greatness rests on the goodnes

family, or reclaim a
he past two decades
rams, than at any =~
t better. In fact,
o constructive
racies. .And they

roblem," are really

t could not

I, like all of you
dland, with the ¥YMCA
ing to build a

raising funds for

articipated we
t what we drive, or
r. Rather, learning

5 of her people.




Second, to identify, enlarge, and recreate wh

third, to discover and encourage new leaders.

3

These beliefs are beyond any individual,
timeless.
help drop-outs, pregnant teens, and drug abus
and AIDS victims. The hungry and illiterate.

disadvantaged,Aand as their communities disin

they become disconnected from society.

Our challenge, then, is to raise their s
expectations by engaging each citizen, school
church and synagogue, service organization an
this is what I mean when I talk of "a thousan
-- that vast galaxy of‘peéple apd institution
to solve problems in their own back yard.

I am here today to ask that both sectors

for they are

Today, more than ever, we need community service to

ers. The homeless
Often they are

tegrate around themn,

pirits and their
and business,

d civic group. For
d points of light" -

s working together

, private and public

-- and all branches and aﬂl levels of government -- join this

great movement to extend national service int
America. For it is a movement -- bold, and u
ha— 1
|
program., Not another burdaucracy.
i

Let me tell you the s%rategy of this mov

issue a call to action, and to claim problems

First, our call to action. It is indivi

collective. And it beginé this afternoon, wi

So today, I ask all Americans and all Am

0 every corner of

nprecedented. Not a

ement. First, to
as your own.

at is working. And

duai, and

th you.

erican institutions,

large and small, to make service central to y

I urge all business leaders to consider commu

our life and work.

nity service in




4
hiring, compensation, and promotion decisions. I call upon non-
profit and service groups to open your doors to all those who
want to help, irrespective of age, background, or level of
experience. And leaders of high schools and colleges, I urge you
to uphold the values of community service and to encourage
students, faculty, and personnel to serve others.

To every corporation, large and small, I say: Begin a

literacy program that teaches each employee how to read. And to

every member of a body of higher learning: Start a Big Brother

or Big Sister program for kids in your neighborhood. Of every -
church and synagogue, I ask: Become an around-the-clock

community center. And of every restaurant and grocery store:

Distribute surplus food to soup kitchens and local shelters.

And to the youth of America, I issue a special appeal.

Yesterday, on the South Lawn of the White House, we held a
kickoff rally for a key element of our strategy: the YES
Initiative -- or "Youth Engaged In Service" to America. It was
attended by thousands of kids -- some of those points of light I
like to talk about. I challenged every young American to fight
against self-absorption. And to emulate those leaders who have

shown that there is no problem in America that is not being

solved somewhere.

Their presence reminded me of the saying, "Life is not a
state of time -- life is a state of mind." So is our call to
community service. It summons the young, and the old. I believe

Americans will listen to that call. The poet Emerson once said,
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local Points of Light working groups composed

5
"The greatest gift is a portion of thyself."
our fifty States, groups, and individuals are

themselves.

Well, today, across

giving of, not to,

Americans like these are missionaries, gnd they are heroes.

OQur mission is to achieve, nationally, what they are doing,

locallz.

to the second part of our strategy. And I am

it now:

To complete it will require a catallyst.

This brings me

proud to announce

A new effort to identify service prdgrams that work --

and carry them to America.

We call this catalyst the "Points of Light Initiative" -- a

Foundation, of which I will serve as honorary
will help make our movement a reality.

I will soon ask Congress for $25 million

chairman, and that

annually to support

this Initiative, which, in turn, will seek matching funds from

the private sector.

to report to me within forty-five days of its

But I will also name an [advisory committee

first meeting on

the structure, composition, and legislation weeded to achieve the

Foundation's goals. (( And I am proud to announce today that

Governor Tom Kean of New Jersey, one of this Nation's most

dedicated and caring public servants, has agrieed to head this

Committee))

But, a Federal effort alone cannot succeled.

today we invite each governor -- and, through

all municipalities -- to join our movement by

leaders.

Therefore,
them, the mayors of
forming State and

of outstanding
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These individuals will become a vehicle

locally.

And to help solve problems national

> to solve problems

ly, the "The Points

of Light Initiative" will be a magnet for thi best ideas, and

brightest programs, in community service. Fd

r while countless

service initiatives are already working successfully, they are

too often isolated and unknown to others. O

change all that: By bringing success stories

lr Foundation will

to other

communities, we will repeat them across the N\

jation.

We will repeat them through a Foundation
called the "ServNet Project." Professional f
unions, schools, religious, civic, and not-fc

be asked to donate the services of some of tH

1 initiative to be
‘irms, corporations;
r-profit groups will

eir most talented

and promising people for a period of time.

These extraordinary individuals will fogy

m and lead peer-to-

peer working groups. Lawyers d

For example:
lawyers, teachers to fellow teachers, union n
union members. ServNet will provide training

assistance -- showing what works, and what dg

But we also have to improve current meth

oing to fellow

iembers to fellow

and technical

esn't.

ods of matching

people with meaningful service opportunities.

"Volunteer centers" should be directly 3
Americans in their neighborhoods. Such conta
a place of worship, union hall, library, fire
building, service group headquarters, or neig

Over time, through an initiative called

Project," the Foundation will stimulate the

ccessible to all

ct points may be in
station, business

hborhood home.

"ServLink

the

development through
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private sector resources of "technology linksg
wish to serve and those needing service in th
community. And in addition, we will ask bank
issuers, telephone and utility companies to i
envelobes information about how people and £h
become engaged in serving others.

Like the Foundation itself, these effort
individuals -- and institutions -- provide ne
And so can the third part of our movement's s
initiative to discover and encourage new lead
every town and city. And to inspire them to
and energies to national service. And then,
excel.

Through the Foundation, the YES Initiati
select two college-aged youth from each State
National Service Youth Representatives." The
year traveling their regions as service ambas
other young Americans to get involved. And "
will convene youth and regional "Presidential
uniting young people, educators, and communit

From such action will come achievement.
achievement shqgld be rewarded. We will ask
fown weeklies to network television to profil
stars of community service. And our Foundati

recognize successful community initiatives an

leaders through two new Presidential Awards.

" between those who
e inquirer's own
s, credit card

nclude in statement

eir institutions can

s can help

w hope to America.

trategy: Our
ers of every age im
devote their talents

to honor those who

ve will annually
as "President's

vy will spend one
sadors -- urging
Points of Light"
Leadership Forums,"
v activists.

And such

media from small-

e the brightest

on will also

d outstanding

The "National
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Service Youth Leadership Awards" -- given eag
individuals. And the "Build A Community Awar
"partnerships" which work together to strengt
decaying neighborhoods in America.
All of this will fulfill us as American
combat problems like loneliness and poverty,
homelessness. We cannot afford to fail, and
Americans, we know what is at stake.
We know that volunteerism can help thoss
through society. Wwe know that as citizens, a

can use "one-to-one" caring to truly "love th

We know, finally, that from now, any def

h year to

ds" -- honoring
hen families and
s. By asking us to
drug abuse and

we won't. For as
free-falling

nd institutions, we

y neighbor."

inition of a

successful life must include serving others.

to carry this belief to every person in the 1
Two centuries ago last year, Alexander H
letter urging General Washington to seek the

wrote him: "The point of light in which you

infinite difference .

My friends, national service will succee
infinite difference" in the life of these Uni
thousand points" can light
there is no

Remember, problem that is no

somewhere in America. You -- you in this roo

statement a thousand times over.
God bless you -- we need your help, and

States of America.

the lives of a peo

It's in our

And we must resolve
and.

amilton sent a
Presidency. He
stand will make an
d.

It can make "an

ted States. For "a

le, and a Nation.
t being solved
m —-- can prove that

hands.

God bless the United
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\ Al It is a pleasure, as always, to be back

\ J
%yﬁ W Statgh And in a city that has been descrlbe
g 03‘ >\¢‘>\f>\ = = RO

‘/@V"D

Vs

R:

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NEW YORK P.
NEW YORK, 1
THURSDAY,

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentl
//“‘
your generous receptlon. And let me salute

/ .eﬂ/ sl \w"&:f e e e !
film. It was a call to action, and to arms.

the American symbols" and, yes, "the capltal

And let me also add that it is indeed a
the members of the New York Partnership. Fo
enriched fields from business and labor to e

media. We meet today to go still further:

specifically, how we can join hands, and 1lin
the American sky.
I begin with a single, simple statement

problem in America that is not being solved

n“’—

(Smith/Blessey)
June 20, 1989
Draft Seven

PART
ARTNERSHIP
NEW YORK
TUNE 22, 1989
o~ W
emen, I appre01ate C%Z?
el ~
that magnlflcent
S ’>~f‘" ,,_,,N ,
. /
in Barbara's home A
- .
d as "the noblest g\\\ .
of the world." ’

n honor to address
r already, you have
ducation and the

To discuss,

k hearts, to light

:+ There is no

somewhere [PAUSE] .

. « There is no problem in America that is

not being solved

somewhere [PAUSE] . . . Think of that. 46/
%y
I have just_come from a Qhace which embodies that statement. ~
N i /"_'. ..... e Sl Sl ux‘\ - i \)
e s s ~ P
I refer to Covenant House -- a mirror of how|, as L1ncoln said, we -
) “\\ \ “‘*‘«: \«.h__ <:>
cah "bind up the ‘Nation's wounds." “. . o
» (\’Wﬂ‘ /',_ (;’ '. ;';Ew\ \ \.—\"5\ \'\:____=2 \.\v g
Twent years ago, having moved to the East Vlllage of
~ ﬁ“~ ~ncrh \-:\> «~<’ /-a-m / oma, “:: <7 ’x{‘ . _/‘ S -

New York to help\\?e urban poor, Father Bruc

19 €

\

e Ritter opened his

...........
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- door oﬁe night to see six children.

& 5\’6\

ngg and a meal.

. 2
vl - Prie
T T > T >

You know

1 what they wanted?
S e T

e e
Amazingly, in a land as rich as ours, they were asking for a
place to stay.
- />\ >'\ w” /Sl'\"h_ ‘: < — . «\31 N
" AS word spread, every night young people of every race and
TS s - st 2

creed came to this small apartment And eventually, Father

> ~ T e . T LT (.‘.\ o~
Ritter founded Covenant House to provide a shelter for abandoned

P T

and runaway kids.
My friends, howagcould/one visit this hot

uninspired? Because 0 indness, one child 1}

horror of adiction. GgneXosity has helped aj

Here, and now, I urge you to visit Cover
e 7<>'m\ .><‘_'
thers llke it -- in Alabama, in Chicago, on

sSeC —
io. For there you w1ll\mllllons of Americ:
:ime, and of themselves.
OMLL“:b

&> Last year, such Americans contrlbutede

b _
hours. And more thanégéﬂmillion volunteered

week. They work at a day-care center, the. i

local home for the elderly. They are selfle
difference. They know that such citizen act

for whom the American Dream seems an Impossi

1se of love and leave

1as escaped the

wother find a warm

s

rant House. And

P

the farmlands of
ans giving of their
/

billion volunteer

5 hours or more per
nner-city school, the
ss. They make a

ion can help those

ble Dream.

Already, this involvement -- what we te
community, service -- has helbed more Americ

. A /’
This montH marks
“”p, /.y N

self—respect and dignity.
o - e
month Sf economic growth -—- thef;?mgest peac

Y.

rm national, or

ans than ever, find
/ o /

the 78th straight

Ma"'” o e

etime expansion in

O

C/f\
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‘
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our history.

— e
so much for so long

e

=
Paraphrasing -Churchill: Never

s

R

o

e

.- o
- e P
-

- oy
have so many enjoyed

06

. e
- 2r

-

And yet it's not enouygh. For millions ¢of Americans still 4%7
P - e § X e 7T s ,g

endure a living nightmarg¢ of 'want and 1solatLon. Ladies and g%
gentlemen: We must en that‘n%ghtmare. Those who feel left ouf, '
we must help to bring in.

But how?

Not through government alone. For over|the past two decades
we have spent more money, on more social programs, than at any
time in our history. Government4spending can't rebuild a family,
or reclaim a sense of neighborhood. WNo amount of money can buy
understanding, and love.

Most Americans realize that. For they know the key: to
change is relationships, not programs. If they saw a mén lying
on the street -- cold, stripped of pride -- theY would say: "Let
me take you home, warm you. Lend a hand, tepd your wound." They
know that those who say, "Let government do the job," are really
falling down on the job.

My friends, all my life I've believed that "Government only"

= "

is a crutch. "Do unto others"
- . -

= o e
YMCA and United Way.

is a ladder.

A

Digging ditches for a

field, helping to build a theatre. And dati
/ — 1

Yale, a cause I love: Raising funds for the

—

Fund.

All the while, I believed in the capéci

individuals, to realize great and generous 4

-
In Mldland with the

\/}
Vo
ng back to my days at
United Negro College

r,&'

Little League ball

L

ty of groups, and -

eeds.j Deeds that
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could supplement, not supplant, the promise gf government. And

meet crises both economic and spiritual.' I_ib§€d~helping others.

For I was also fulfilling myself.

._‘\/

e
/.

Learning that we are not what

we drive, or where we live, or what kind of glothes we wear.

Rather, that America is great because Americd is good.

These beliefs are timeless. And yet as

more than ever, we need community service to

like drop-outs, pregnant teens, and drug abusers.

and AIDs victims. . The hungry and illiterate.

disadvantaged, they feel -- far worse -- disg

timely as 1989. For
assist Americans
The homeless

Often

onnected from

society. Above all, they lack the hope that

better than today.

We can 1ift these Americans, and must.
government, and capital -- but by more people
by engaging each citizen, school and business
synagogue, service o;ganization and civic grg

o '/”P —.::',,.-ﬁ"‘ o (,/""
most successful people in Amg

o

sfszdﬁzrof/tﬁg

say: From now on, the definition of a succesgs

tomorrow will be

Not by more

2, and caring. And
, church and
/ e ~ /-j’

1
L

//

In this room

b

A

up .

o B

2rica. Well, to you I

ssful life must

include serving others.

— -

|

In his book, Demodfg;y in America, Alexls de Tocqueville

e =

g s

=

wrote of America's "little platoons" -- groups, and individuals,

e el
helping each other.

I when I talk of "a thousand points of light/

of voluntary associations of people and insti

He was defining successful lives.

T

s

G
N

And so am
-- that vast galaxy

tutions working

together to outlast problems in their own bag¢k yard.

>

<
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((You know, there's old NAw England story about a man,

stuck in the mud with his ca ho was asked by a passing

motorist whether he was reall tuck. "Well, you could say I was

stuck," the fellow said, "i really going anywhere."))

My friends, "a thousdnd points of light" show exactly where

we are going, and how.

We are going to propel national service into every corner of /Z
- - v X/
America. By asking that all branches and levels of government --. WK

and both sectors, public and private -- ehlist in ouf crusade. I
am here today to sound that clarion call: To action, and, even
more, to claim society's problems as our own. Our call is
individual, and collective. And it commences this afternoon,
with you.

Therefore, tod;§rI’ask leaders of Congress, the Chief /|

~

Justice of the Supreme Court, and each State and municipality to

devise programs which involve themselves and their employees in

community service. I ask all business leaders to consider

volunteerism in hiring, compensation, and promotion decisions.
And nBﬁFprofit organizations and service groups -- I a;k you to
utilize ali(thoée who want to help, irrespective of age,
background, or level of experience. Anaﬂleaders of high school
and coliege, respectively -- sfudy how to use volunteerism in
your curricula, and as a criteria for admittance.

~ ; - .
To every corporation, large and small, I say: Begin a

literacy proéram that teaches each employee how to read. And to

evef?lmember of a bbdy of higher learning: Stgrt a Big Brother
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P e ‘ A
or Big Sister program for kids in your neighhorhood. Of every ,Qé/y
o — " - e
church and synagogue, I ask: Become an around- the-clock e
— / - — " f
community center. And of every restaurant and grocery store:
P = e e o e
Distribute surplus food to soup kitchens and |local shelters.
/ e o o L =
And to the youth of America, I issue a speCLal appeal.
e . fv*“' e /./' (,'“ s e
Tod3y, as part of our call to action, I announce the YES

T\

— - -~ " = ™
Initiative -- or "Youth Entering Service" to |America -- i
- ~T e - - - - = —
challenging the young to man the front lines |of the flght against
T //"/ . ,«:»‘/‘ /"J /“/ /"’, / /
self—absorptlon. And to look to leaders who show’that there is
I i
{no problem in America that is not belng solved somewhere. ‘N
’{3 QJ'w Leaders like Sean Fox, 20, whd began the Tofﬁgg Community

PV - /
L/C‘p —"““/ e / v/ /’“/’.‘\& \ >“"" N ‘:\ \";J:L""

,g%ﬁgod‘Bank to feed the hungry of hlS town (0) Elleen Cole, 17, of

WKE Washlngton, D. C., who works as a candy strlper, a CCD teacher, -
JQ' \}Efﬁ" T~ | R Tt —— = —b< e <
< \ﬁnd aid to a ceérebral palsey patlent Or Carissa Griesinger o&{
AN S e e T | e cmex T
klb \%ﬂFlorlda, a former drug user and sel¥e r, who now, at 15, devotes

3%) -=~_=-;. s - - ey, M - .-,,’a;:""l K"L . bv_f_,.:-\
j\db '330hours each week to counseling troubled teenaqers and tutoring
- A=

Se—

“& - =
@/ handicapped children. T
These leaders show that what we are matters more than what

we have. And they can help reach three of our movement's goals./ﬂé%y

™ T e st T e " cl
For by 1992, we want to double the number of| kids engaged in
/ — s e wET [T \-—U"“"M
volunteerism; to double the number of adults involved in youth “
o el = e
mentorlng projects; and to trlple the number of institutions
i e e s
eng&ﬁéd'ln youth development through communlty service.
il o \ 2%
< P B 2 e
f Yesterday, we held a kickoff rally for the "Yes" InitiatiGE77%%S
L e e B e 2 i
S~ atténded by thousands of kids on the South Lawn of the White

Housgfl And their presence reminded me of how, at the age of
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ninety-one, Oliver endell Holmes resighed frc
— : e e

and spent the followi summer at hi§ countr

/\

/"" —

come to see him,
- ./f'}. r"f‘/‘/‘“

Which he relished
— et

got to discussing

Holmes:

yodire t63 zoung

old frle

And they'd\inv 1ably br1n
eveh more. e day, sifti

<™
el

life'witﬁ

Pl

oY - <N

1f v won t becau e I m t

Justice Holmes believed, as the saying
not a state of mind -- life is a sEEEE“B§i91
to volunteerism. Does it summon the young,

Will Americans hee

observed,
A.‘?r""z‘

Tiving." Well, to

individuals are al

In Gaston Cou

adults is illiterate,

And in Tucson, Kat

~children per month.

practice in an ind
priceless =-- many
that has been give

Americans 1lik
Qgg.misSién is to

locally. To compl

d it? Why not? The pdet

gt

"The;e.;s_ngth1ng—eéesg;_&g_ggd_thaﬁ—the_act,ef

day, across our fifty Stat

ready illuminating the hea

nty, North Carolina, where|

Olna Daves has founded
hleen Clark runs a nursery
igent delta town. Her car
patients can't afford to p
n me," Anne says. "I want

e these are missionaries,

achieve, nationally,\h at

ete it will require a vehi

Done.
W e

e,

e a7

3a1d Mr.

Court

e
y
e e

nds from Boston

[l = 'S

T
-

Ng on hlS porch he

o

i 27 a1

Just1ce

T e
e’

et

anything because

36 oIETi

joes, that [Life is 29
nd." So is our call
gnd old? You bet.

s
e

Emerson once

e Af""‘
pe

es, groups, and
vens.

one dut of five

a Literacy Council.

for up to 150 abused

In Mississippi, Dr. AnJe Brooks set .up

e is, literally,
ay. "Hope is a gift
to pass it-on."
énd they are heroes.
they érg doing,

cle. And I am proud
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. ~ / L ] ..»/.
to announce it now: A new effort to identify

r—/
volunteer programs

{97

that work -- and carry them to America.

- — -

We call this vehicle the "Points of Lig]
it includes & Foundation I will chair. Not
P e P
But daily, actively, w1th the full power of
Py e =
I will soon ask Congress £0r a specific
~— — -

/ /
at leaggythat sum,

— i —— ™
Foundation w1ll be funded entirely by privat
_— — e o e -“‘ g
am announcing an advisory committee to repor
— — — —
da?s>on its structure, membership, and sugge
_— _— — — /. e
"The Points of Light Initiative" will b

= e
the best idea

-

P
It will see

vl -
And of you, Untll Congre

—m

o= _/"
Anéfaet as a clearinghouse for
e =
in community service.
e P T
successful programs --the elementary school

-

programs,

™

— /. — .
"adopt” a senior citizens'
— — — . — .
or the consortium where banks, unions, and 4
T T
decént hou51ng to the homeless.

—
students horie and

et

And by repe

S -

~

- e “
1t Initiative" -- and
- I
23S a flgure -head.
the Pre51dency.
P e e ,/”
level of fundlng.
— —
5s appropriates, our
— —
> donations. And I
= e /

t to me within thirty
sted legislation.
—_— —
¢ a strategy center.
2" e
5, and brlghtest
- 7 ’.,_;o“
k out, and flnd
) - - ’»’_r)&‘-"
for instance, whose
— — e
visit it regularly;
— ——
evelopers bring

| =

Pt

ating their success

in other communities, we will spread them ac

- o Procs "f ,,e"" /
Will Rogers once said: N\I/love a dog.

s - , . .
political reasons." My friends\ neither wil

Light Initiative." Too mugh is at stake.

Our foundation will be bi-partisan: It
governor -- and, through them, the mayors of

-- to form President's State and local Point

Committees composed of outstanding private-s

ross the Nation. A
/ﬁﬂf‘ T antl
He does nothing for

1 the "Points of

will ask each

all municipalities - -
s of Light Initiating

ector leaders. And
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at its core will be our request -- I submit, |your obligation -

/ (e _4*""0 ™" _396’/'

e

e )

"
to donate thevgerv1ces of the talented and tHe enterprising.

,,r—— e o

PR~

Pl

-

TheSe people - your emgloyees -- will gome from all

=D . VJ”'

institutidns: Civi® to corporate, unidn to educational "And

—— — o~

= " e - .
they will act as peef:to—peer counselors: to |wit,

=

. [} —M
journalist-to-

. c/_ - e ,ar’”f’ PP
Jjournalist, orronékgiergyman to another [PAUSE] . . . after all,
/ / - - — ‘4-".:»,{.“"
both professions need prayers to thrive. ~
- / - et f
Think of it: Through "Points of Light a lawyer in Chlcago

can help a local law firm dev1se a Ero bono program for the low-

L e "

‘4(-\‘
1nc6me'and handlcapped Or in Wilmington, having mentored inner-

el T e e

el

e -
= -

P
[y

city youths, a teacher can suggest to a nearby district which

/ - " s i /ﬂ
programs work, and which do not.

p—" T

- e - . .
We're calling this technical assistance |and counseling ;

/ ""’T ] — - et .
netﬁorh ServNet. And it will worK’through a varlety of forms

dl
P

o

Camran— T

-sr"‘)y/

o " P e
EaEH,eommunity will be askKed to create a "volunteer center":

= e = e e

praminnr” " ‘:.—'»’/

— — v - o, s ' ' f
Hére, anyone can learn what volunteer opportunlties exist in his

. — S P el

/ T PR o™ ™
or her locality to help others, and thereby America. And over

e

e

ol T
tIme, the Foundation will use technology to link volunteer

— — — — — " N ——
supply, and community demand. Imagine, for instance, a service

/ e ',..//‘-~~ _;'_4/" ’/ P - P P - ___,/
dubbed ServLink, where you can call a hot-lire phone number, and
have that call automatically routed to a stafif member of an

e — — — e Iy
existing organization -- the Goodwill or Mardh of Dimes; the
" — — —_— g e

corﬁergYMCA. Moreover, we will ask every bank,

— T P o~ "
issuer, telephone, and utility company to indlude in billing and

— —_ —

/"”

credit card

;xf‘f

/““.o"”

(‘/— 3 .
statement envelopes information about where dervices are needed;
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Like the Foundation itself, these acts gan help individuals

-- and the private sector -- lift Americans firom the Death Valley

of despair. Well,

"Poifits of Tight Initiative": Our intent to

s

= el ol - o
them to devote their talents and energies to
> - st = I ‘oﬂ_/ ot
And then, to honor those who excel.
/ / - T s
Through the Foundatlon, I will annually
ot e’;‘_/

so can yet another constellation of the

T P
leaders of every age in every State and locality.

ﬂ)@y

e "”»’J_/
find potential
And to:train
e af""”‘

'V/. .
national service.

P
select two college-

aged youth from éﬁg;y Stat8 as "President's Natlonal Service

o T e T

o

e .
Youth Representatlves."

" T -
= ~ LT

They w1ll spend one

reglons as volunteer ambassadors - urglng of

s

o~

- pome— pons

_ g
involved.
e —

"Presidential Leadership Forums, "

-

N -
T T

P

edudatots, and” community act1v1sts.

From such action will come achievement.

p—

) P s o
achievement should be rewarded. We will ask

—

—

—— o

- T ‘gac“"”"‘ sl
our Foundatlon will also recognize talented

&/ f - - e
and leaders. Specifically, through annual a}
/ - e T
individuals. And the "President's Build A C
e " e~ B
honoring "partnershlps" which work together
o " e T

faﬁ?ﬁles and rebulld decaying areas.
A call to action, and to share others'
points of light." ©Not another program, or b

movement -- bold, and unprecedented -- to lo

And "Points of nght" will convene

uniting yq

T e e e
td/ggofile the best and the brightest of com

et

ﬁ'"

year travellng the1r

E"(‘C

_her klds to get

v
youth and regional

ﬁ/‘
bung people,

=)

-l

o
e

And such

/ﬂf
media of every sor

.-7“",
nunlty service.

e /"
“ommunlty programs

— -
oy e
et =

/'
And

T e
wards for

e o
ommunity Awards" --

e g

to "build" surrogate
burden. "A thousand
ureaucracy. But a

cate, and repeat,




#>%LL <N§“hlm' “The 501nt of llght in wh1ch you stand
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: w1ll begln its operatlonsAC
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successful programs. To find, and train,

fellow man. And to reward those who do.

All of this will test us as Americans.
combat issues like hunger and health care, d

homelessness. We cannot afford to fail, and

Americans, we know these things.

We know, for instance, that volunteerisi

free-falling through society. And that it r

highest planes of patriotism.

We recognize that as Americans, life is
what's in our bank account -- but by holding
for the well-being of our community.

We_know that as citizens, and institutis
on-one" caring to truly "Love thy neighbor.™

without purpose means nothing. And we must

these beliefs to every person in the land.
7:; >- '\ }Q wf:}\ "“':.-—L...

Twd centuries ago “last year, Alexander]

Sr—— e ‘\ .

"'0:_.‘— -

"z"“?v
etter urglng General Washington to seek the
P SN e V";:’: P ¢ o

7

‘~=>._~__ L=

1nf1n1te dlfference in the respectablllty E
ST et (w0 o

ﬂa.t

wa o

My friends, national service will work.
honored as our history. National service cai
difference” in the life of these United Stats

points" can light the lives of -- how many?

leaders who move their

And challenge us to
rug abuse and

won't. For as
m can help those

anks among the

measured not by
ourselves to account
"one-

DNs, we can use

And that prosperity

resolve to carry

=

iamllton seh t a

B g

Pre51dency.h ﬁe told

w1ll make an

Wthh the government

For it is as

n make "an infinite

114

s. For "a thousand

- million citizens.

~

X

X
X
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I say to you, then: Join up, link hands, and march in our
crusade. Today, there is no problem that is not being solved
somewhere in America. Through the call to action, and to arms,

that is community service, let us keep it so.

Thank you for inviting me, and for this wonderful occasion.
God bless you, we need your help, and God bless the United States

of America.
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Life

Life

find, however (God be thanked), much to
laugh at, though little to approve.
MARY WORTLEY MONTAGU: Letter to James

Steuart, Jan. 13, 1761

What is the life of man? Is it not to shift from
side to side — from sorrow to sorrow — to but-
ton up one cause of vexation and unbutton
another?

LAURENCE STERNE: Tristram Shandy, v,
1761

After all, monseigneur, I must live!
I don’t see the necessity for it.

. The protest was made by a priest accused
of publishing libels; the answer was by the
Count d’Argenson (1696-1764), one of

the ministers of Louis XV

Philosophers there are who try to make them-
selves believe that this life is happy; but they
believe it only while they are saying it, and
never yet produced conviction in a single
mind.

SAMUEL JOHNSON: Letter to Hester Thrale,
Sept. 30, 1773

Man lives in the world but once. (Man lebt nur
einmal in der Welt.)
J. w. GOETHE: Clavigo, 1, 1774

Life is the faculty of spontaneous activity, the
awareness that we have powers.
IMMANUEL KANT: Lecture in Konigsberg,

1775

Brother, I have watched men: their insect cares
and giant projects — their godlike plans and
their mouselike employments — their eager
race after happiness; this one trusting to the
swiftness of Eis horse — another to the nose
of his ass—a third to his own legs; this
checkered lottery of life, on which so many
stake their innoc#nce and Heaven to snatch
a prize, and — blanks are all they draw: for
they find to their disappointment that there
was no prize in the wheel.

J. C. F. sSCHILLER: The Robbers, m1, 1781

A painful passage o’er a restless flood,

A vain pursuit of fugitive false good,

A sense of fancied bliss and heartfelt care,

Closing at last in darkness and despair.
WILLIAM COWPER: Hope, 1782

Men deal with life as children with their play,
Who first misuse, then cast their toys away.
IBID.

What is life, I ask myself, is it a gracious gift?
No, it is too bitter; a gift means something
valuable conferred, but life appears to be a
mere accident, and of the worst kind: we are
born to be victims of diseases and passions,
of mischances and death.

ST. JOHN DE CREVECOEUR: Letters from an
American Farmer, xu, 1782

Life, as Cowley seems to say, ought to re-
semble a well-ordered poem; of which one

690

rule generally received is, that the exordium

should be simple, and should promise little.
SAMUEL JOHNSON: Boswell's Life, Sept. 7.
1782

Life is not measured by the time we live.
GEORGE CRABBE: The Village, 11, 1783

Thus we build on the ice, thus we write on the
waves of the sea; the roaring waves pass
away, the ice melts, and away goes our
palace, like our thoughts.

J. C. VON HERDER: Ideen zur Philosophie
der Geschichte der Menschheit, 11, 1784

Life is all a variorum.
ROBERT BURNS: The Jolly Beggars, 1785

The art of life is the art of avoiding pain.
THOMAS JEFFERSON: Letter to Mrs. Cos-
way, 1786

A useless life is an early death.
J. W. GOETHE: Iphigenia auf Tauris, 1, 1787

Life is still beautiful. (Das Leben ist doch
schon.)
J. C. F. scHILLER: Don Carlos, 1v, 1787

Life is but a day at most.
ROBERT BURNS: Lines Written in Friars’
Carse Hermitage, 1788

Were it offered to my choice, I should have no
objection to a repetition of the same life from
its beginning, only asking the advantages
authors have in a second edition to correct
some faults of the first.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN: Autobiography,
1798

The dreary intercourse of daily life.
WILLIAM WORDSWORTH: Tintern Abbey,

1798

Every man has a rainy corner in his life.
JEAN PAUL RICHTER: Titan, 1803

Life is not the supreme good.
J. C. F. sCHILLER: Die Braut von Messina,

1803

Life is but a day:
A fragile dewdrop on its perilous way
From a tree’s summit.
JOHN KEATS: Sleep and Poetry, 1817

We wither from our youth, we gasp away —

Sick — sick; unfound the boon, unslaked the
thirst,

Though to the last, in verge of our decay,

Some phantom lures, such as we sought at
first —

But all too late, — so are we doubly curst.

BYRON: Childe Harold, 1v, 1818

What a bore life is! What a cross!
NAPOLEON I: To Gaspard Gourgaud at
St. Helena, Jan. 16, 1818

The painted veil which those who live
Call i)ife. P. B. SHELLEY: Sonnet, 1818
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In his 85 days on the 1968 campaign trail, Kennedy expressed his vision of a
better world

BODY:

On March 16 he announced his candidacy: I do not lightly dismiss the dangers
and difficulties of challenging an incumbent President; but these are not
grdinary times and this is not an ordinary election. At stake is not simply the
leadership of our party or even our country -- it is our right to moral
leadership on this planet.

Two days later at Kansas State University he denounced the Vietnam war: We are
in a time of unprecedented turbulence, of danger and guestioning. It is at its
root a question of the national soul. . . . I am concerned -- as I believe most
Americans are concerned -- that our present course will not bring victory, will
not bring peace, will not stop the bloodshed . . . and will not advance the
interests of the United States or the cause of peace in the world. . . . I was
involved in many of the early decisions on Vietnam, decisions which helped set
us on the present path. . . . I am willing to bear my share of the
responsibility, before history and before my fellow citizens. But past error is
no excuse for its own perpetuation.

At the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa he talked about racial divisions:
When a man leaves his home to risk death 12,000 miles away while we live and
study in comfort, I want him to find the door of opportunity open when he
returns -~ and I think you want that too. I want an America that understands
that this is a matter of simple justice -- an America that begins to do justice
to all its people.

For the work we must do is not for the benefit of any one of our peoples: it
is work we must do for 3ll Americans. . . .

History has placed us all, Northerner and Southerner, black and white, within

a common border and under a common law. All of us, from the wealthiest and most
powerful of men to the weakest and hungriest of children, share one precious
possessiaon: the name "American."

n can
make a difference -- and that men of goodwill, working together, can grasp the
future and mold it to our will.

In Indiana he assailed hunger in the U.S5.: This is the most affluent nation

LEXIS NEXIS LEXIS NEXIS
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the world has ever known. This nation -- our nation -- has a food-producing
capacity unrivaled in the history of the world. Yet, in the midst of our great
affluence, children -- American children -- are hungry, some to the point where
their minds and bodies are damaged beyond repair. . . . There are,
conservatively, at least 10 million Americans suffering from hunger and
malnutrition. This need not be the case. It must not be the case. If we cannot
feed the children of our nation, there is very little we will be able to succeed
in doing to live up to the principles that our founders set out nearly 200 years
ago.

At a nighttime rally in Indianapolis on April 4, he gave his followers the news
of Martin Luther King's assassination: What we need in the United States is
not division; what we need in the United States 1is not hatred; what we need in
the United States 1is not violence or lawlessness, but love and wisdom, and
compassion toward one another, and a feeling of justice toward those who still
suffer within our country, whether they be white or black.

In Indianapolis he proposed job retraining: As the pace of change increases, it
has been estimated that the average American worker, now in his thirties, may
have to change occupations two or three times in order to stay employed during
the rest of his working life, . . . To meet this challenge, we have to give
those now on the job opportunities equal to those who will be joining the labor
force in the future.

Government training programs should concentrate not just on the jobless but
also on upgrading the skills of those already at work.

On May 21 he spoke in San Francisco at a press luncheon about the "new
politics": It is clear by now that 1948 will go down as the year the new
politics of the next decade or mare began. It is the year when the existing
political wisdom has proved unable to cope with the turbulence of our times.

What we do need . . . and what 1968 must bring, is a better liberalism and a

better conservatism. We need a liberalism, in its wish to do good, that yet
recognizes the limits to rhetoric and American power abroad; that knows the
answer to all problems is not spending money. . . . We need a conservatism, in
its wish to preserve the enduring values of the American society, that yet
recognizes the urgent need to bring opportunity to all citizens, that is willing
to take action to meet the needs of the future.

To students at Eastern Oregon College he proposed political participation: It is
easy to sit in an office and design a policy; it is much harder to go out and
talk with the people, discussing with them their hopes and their plans, and
shape programs to meet those needs. But that is the kind of effort we are going
to make if I am the next President --traveling among you, talking not just to
you but with you, offering our help and asking your advice so that the policy we
make is policy you have helped to shape. For I think you want that kind of
leadership in America.

On May 29, a week befare the California primary, at an airpart press conference
in L.A., he restated his reasons for entering the campaign: The Preamble to the
Constitution called upon the new nation to form a mare perfect union, establish
Justice and insure domestic tranquility, to promote the general welfare and to
provide the blessings of liberty for ourselves and for our posterity.

LEXIS NEXIS LEXIS NEXIS
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These are as much our goals today as they were 200 years ago. We can only
restore those ancient values through imagination and ideas desighed to suit the
conditions of our future. This is what our Founding Fathers believed when they
said our liberty needs to be freshly restored in every generation, and that is
just what I am trying to do.

Shortly after midnight on June 5, after winning the California primary, he spoke
to cheering supporters in the Ambassador Hotel ballroom. It would be the final
speech of his campaign: What I think is quite clear is . . . what has been going
on within the United States over a period of the last three years -- the
division, the violence, the disenchantment with our society; the divisions,
whether it's between blacks and whites, between the poor and the more affluent,
or between age groups or on the war in Vietnam -- is that we can start to work
together. We are a great country, an unselfish country and a compassionate
country. 1 intend to make that my basis for running.

GRAPHIC: Picture, NO CAPTION, BOB GOMEL
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Distingaished GueSts, Ladie; and Genﬁiemen. I appreciate
your generous reception. Aﬁﬁ/iet me salute that maQnificent
film. It was a moving call to action.

It is a pleasure, as always, to be back in Barbara's home
State. And in a city that has been described as "tﬂérnobiest ;%
thg/American symbdls" and, yes, "the capital of the world."

And let me also add that it is indeed an honor to address

4 - > ” 4 //-"’ = -

the members of the New York Partnership and the Association for a
’ ) — —— = /»"" ) )

Better New York. For already, you have enriched fields from

e e e
— —

business and labor tQ'éducation and the meézés‘ We meet today to

t———

go still furthér: To join hands, and link hearts;ﬁtoxlight the

. - i 4
American sky. 252 T8

I begin with a single, simple statement: There is no

problem in America that is not being solved somewhere.[PAUSE] .

. . There is no problem in America that is not being solved
somewhere [PAUSE] . . . Think of that.
I have just come from a place which embodies that statement
-- Covenant House =-- a mirror of how, as Lincoln said, we can
e i < < ) N
"bind up the Nation's wounds."
Tweﬁty-two years ago, having moved to the East Village of

New York to help the urbén poor, Father Bruce Ritter opened his
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door one nlght to see six children.
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Amazinglly, in a land as rich

e

-

every night young peoplq of every race and

/_

~ e e o J-
as ours, they were asklng for a place to stay.
e T - T - -
. As word spread,
T e T I Sty —
creed came to this small apartment.

ol . Lo - T

And eventually, Father
el

e

-

— il
Ritte?gfounded Coévenant House to provide a shelter for abandoned

e
and runaway kids. - .
e /’
I urge you to visit Covenant House.

in Alabaﬁgz in Chicago,

on the farmlands of Qhio.

And others like it =--
Ja

<

For there you

will find the quiet Americans; the selfless Americans, giving of

their time and of themselves.

Last vyear,
billion volunteer hours.
city schools, homes for the elderly.

Anytime they are needed.

They work at day-care centers,

such Americans contributed an estimated 19.5

inner-

Anywhere there is a need.

Volunteers make a difference in the

lives of those for whom the American Dream seems an Impossible

Dream.

Already, this involvement -- what we te:

community,
respect and dignity. Today, America is pros
Even so, many of those who have secured mate
there must be something else: The opportuni

These Americans know the job is far fro
another group of Americans still endures a 1
Ladies

want and isolation. That must stop.

must bring in those who feel unwelcome. We

rm national, or

service -- has helped countless Americans find self-

perous and at peace.
rial success know
ty to do good.

m complete. For
iving nightmare of
and gentlemen: We

must reawaken their

hope for the future.




But how?

We know that government can't rebuild a family, or reclaim a
sense of neighborhood. We know that government can't buy
understanding and love. We know that duriﬁa the @aét two dedgées

“/ﬁ ) ' .
‘we have spent more money, on more social programs, than at any

\ ol

time in our history. And some problems aren't better. In fact,
they're worse. ‘

Most Americans realize that. They know that the key to
constructive change is building relationships, not bureaucracies.
And they know that those who say, "It's government's problem,"
are really part of the problem themselves.

My friends, all my life I've believed that government could
not substitute for "do unto others." Barbara and I tried to do
our small part. In Midland, with the YMCA and United Way. I
remember digging ditches for a Little League ball field, helping
to build a theatre. And dating back to my days at Yale, a cause
I love: Raising funds for the United Negro College Fund.

Like so many others, I found joy and a sense of inner peace
in helping others. For I was also fulfilling myself. Learning
that we are not what we drive, or where we live, or what kind of
clothes we wear. Rather, I learned that America is great because
America is good.

These beliefs are beyond any individual, for they are
timeless. Today, more than ever, we need community service to
help drop-outs, pregnant teens, and drug abusers. The homeless

and AIDS victims. The hungry and illiterate. Often
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disadvantagea as their communities disintegra

become disconnected from society.

Our challenge, then, is to raise their s

expectations, and we must. Not by more gover

caring. Not by more programs -- but by more

engaging each citizen, school and business, c

service organization and civic group. In thi
the most successful people in America. Well,

life of ease is a life without reward. From

te around them, they

pirits and their
nment -- but by more
people. And by
hurch and synagogue,
s room sit some of
to you I say: A

now on, the

definition of a successful life must include

serving others,

/>——Q = e

[ The great English statesman, Edmund Burk
;,:74 \‘-——-— \":1 P

America's "lit¥tle platoons" -- groups, and in

each”f%her. He was defining successful lives

I talk of "a thousand points.of light" -- tha

voluntary associations of people and institut
together to solve problems in their own back

My friends, these "thousand points of 1i
national service into every corner of America
all branches and all levels of government --
public and private -- enlist in our crusade.

I am here today to outline that crusade

\p><:~
e, once wrote o%k\\_ @5 &3

dlviduals, helplng
. And so am I when
t vast galaxy of
ions working

vard.
ght" can extend
. By asking that
and EQEE sectors,

. First: A call to

action, and to share others' burdens. Next:| A catalyst to
energize "a thousand points of light." Finally: An initiative
to find, and train, leaders to help their fellow man. And to

reward those who do.

Let's be clear about one thing, though --
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this is not a program, or another bureaucracy. It is a movement
-- bold, and unprecedented.
First, our call to action, and, even more, to claim
society's problems as our own. Our call is individual, and
collective. And it begins this afternoon, with you.

Today, I ask leaders of Congress, the Chief Justice of the

Supreme Court, and each State and municipality to devise programs

which involve themselves and their employees in community

service. I commend all business leaders who promote and reward

volunteerism. I ask non-profit and service groups to open your
doors to all those who want to help, irrespective of age,
background, or level of experience. And leaders of high schools
and colleges, respectively -- I thank those of you who promote
volunteerism through curricula, and as a criteria for admittance.

But there's more. To every corporation, large and small, I

say: Begin a literacy program that teaches each employee how to

read. And to every member of a body of higher learning: Start a

Big Brother or Big Sister program for kids in your neighborhood.
Of every church and synagogue, I ask: Become an around-the-clock

community center. And of every restaurant and grocery store:

Distribute surplus food to soup kitchens and local shelters.
And to the youth of America, I issue a special appeal.
Today, as part of our call to action, I propose the YES

Initiative =-- or "Youth Engaged in Service" to America. I

challenge every young American to fight against self-absorption.
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And to emulate those leaders who have shown that there is no

problem in America that is not being solved somewhere.

Leaders like Sean Fox, 20, who began the Toledo Cbmmunity
Food Bank to feed the hungry of his town. Or Eileen Cole, 17, of
Washington, D.C., who works as a candy striper and aid to a
cerebral palsy patient. Or Carissa Griesinger of Florida, a
former drug user and seller, who now, at 15, devotes hours each
week to counseling troubled teenagers and tutoring handicapped
children.

These young leaders know that what we are matters more than
what we have. And they can help reach three of our movement's
goals. First: By 1992, we want to double the number of kids
engaged in volunteerism. Second: We want to double the number
of adults involved in youth mentoring projects. And, third: We
want to triple the number of institutions engaged in youth
development through community service.

Yesterday, on the South Lawn of the White House, we held a
kickoff rally for the "Yes" Initiative, attended by thousands of
kids -- some of those points of light I like to talk about. And
their presence reminded me of the saying, "Life is not a state of
timé -- life is a state of mind." So is our call to
volunteerism. Does it summon the young, and old? You bet. Will
Americans listen to that call? I believe they will. The poet

;ik%;éi/¢Emer§8h once said, "TKEKgreafést gi%% is a portion of thyself."
2" k Well, today, across our fifty States, groups, and individuals are

giving of, not to, themselves.
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In Gaston County, North Carolina, where
adults is illiterate, Olna Daves has founded
And in Tucson,' Kathleen Clark runs a nursery
In Mississippi, Dr. Anne

children per month.

practice in an indigent Delta town. Her care

priceless -- many patients can't afford to pa
Americans like these are missionaries, a

Our mission is to achieve, nationally, what t

locallz.

to announce it now:

To complete it will require a catal

A new effort to identify

one out of five

a Literacy Council.
for up to 150 abused
Brooks set up

is, literally,

Y .

nd they are heroes.
hey are doing,

And I am proud

yst.

volunteer programs

that work -- and carry them to America.

We call this catalyst the "Points of Lig

and it includes a Foundation I will lead. No
But daily, actively, with the full power of t

I will soon ask Congress for funds to su
Initiative, with matching funds from the priv
will also name an advisory committee to get t
while we await Congressional action.

"The Points of Light Initiative"™ will be
and a clearinghouse for volunteerism's best i
It will seek out, and find,

programs. succes

ht Initiative" --
t as a figure-head.
he Presidency.
pport this
rate sector. But I

the ball rolling

> a strategy center

deas, and brightesf

5sful efforts =--the

elementary school, for instance, whose studer

citizens' home and visit it regularly; or t}
banks, unions, and developers bring decent h¢

homeless. And by bringing success stories t«

1ts "adopt" a senior
1e consortium where
busing to the

> other communities,

we will spread them across the Nation.
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Our foundation will be bi-partisan: It

governor -- and, through them, the mayors of

-- to form State and local Points of Light wo

will ask each
all municipalities

rking groups

composed of outstanding private sector leaderls. And, at its
core, will be our request -- I submit, your obligation -- to
donate the services of the talented and the enterprising.

These people -- your employees -- will
institutions: Civic to corporate, union to

they will act as peer-to-peer counselors: to

journalist, or one clergyman to another [PAUSE]

both professions need prayers to thrive.

Think of it: Through "Points of Light,’
can help anofher local law firm devise a pro|
low-income and handicapped.
mentor can help show a nearby district what v
doesn't,

This technical assistance and counseling
And

through a variety of forms. over time, 1

and

use technology to link volunteer'supply,

Imagine, for instance, a service

phone number, and have that call automatical

agducational.

come from all

And
wit, journalist-to-

after all,

a lawyer in Chicago

bono program for the

Or in Wilmington, an experienced

yorks, and what
g network will work
the Foundation will

community demand.

where you can call a hot-line

ly routed to a staff

member of an existing organization -- the Go
Dimes; the corner YMCA,
Like the Foundation itself, these acts

-- and institutions -- 1lift Americans from d

yet another constellation in "a thousand poi

espair.

nts of light":

0dwill or March of

can help individuals

Well, so can

Our
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