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The only gift
isa portzon of thyself.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

1989 -
INTERNATIONAL VERY SPECIAL ARTS FESTIVAL
' JUNE 14 - 18, 1989

From June 14 to 18, 1989, Very Special Arts, an educationa] affiliate of the John F.
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, will bring together more than 1,000
individuals with physical and mental challenges from over 40 countries and 50
states to celebrate and share their achievements in the arts.| Events will be held at
locations throughout the city including Capitol Hill, the White House, the Kennedy
Center, Union Station, Old Post Office Pavilion and many others.

Over 1,000 volunteers are needed in many capacities before and during the Festival.
Volunteers will be involved in special events, hospitality, public relations, logistics,

housing, meals, administration, and assisting individuals with international and
. special needs. -

%89 International Very
Special Arts Festival, please contact Gigi Davis at 662-8899.

m

SPECIAL
ARTS

Enriching tle lives of people with disabliities

For further information regarding volunteering for the I




1989 International Very Special Arts Festival
Volunteer Teams

Volunteers Team. Volunteers assigned to the Volunteers Team will be responsible for
working with the Volunteer Coordinator to assure that all volunteers have necessary briefing
packets, location assignments, registration mformanon, and comprehensive materials relating
to specific assxgnments

Special Needs Team. Volunteers assigned to the Special Needs Team will be responsible
for acting as mobility aids for participants at all sites and as first aid and medical staff assistants
at all venues. Volunteers will also act as sign language interpreters for both one-on-one
conversations and larger audiences.

Special Events Team. - Volunteers assigned to the Speciall Events Team will act as
hosts/hostesses to the VIPs. These volunteers will also greet participants and guests at the
Opening Event, Closing Ceremony, the White House, the International and Congressional
Receptions, and various other special events. If refreshments are ed, these volunteers will
help serve the refreshments. :

Logistics Team. Volunteers assigned to the Logistics Tea
assisting delegations to and from the transportation vehicles, with
center locations.

preparing registration packets, reviewing travel arrangements and
Team in welcoming the incoming participants.

Housing/Meals Team.

International Team. Volunteers assigned to the Internauoitlal

Voluntecrs assigned to the Housing

responsible for greeting delegates at Georgetown Umversny and |

aiding participants at meal sites.

Hospitality Team. Volunteers assigned to the Hbspitality Tear
and Registration Coordinators prior to the Festival to create a "festiv

will be responsible for
mmunications at command

Team will aid staff in
orking with the Hospitality

and Meals Team will be
the overflow hotels, and for

m will assist the Volunteer
¢" atmosphere to welcome

fall of the delegations. During the Festival these volunteers will greet delegates at the airports

and Union Station and assist with registration and information areas

overflow hotels and the Kennedy Center. -

Festival Days Team. Volunteers assigned to the Festival Day

5 at Georgetown University,

s Team will act as crowd-

controllers, workshop assistants, ushers, and aid to participants at all events. This team will be

the largest group of volunteers and will be involved in the hands-on

aspect of the Festival.

Production Team. Volunteers assigned to the Production Team will assist the production

company in staging and technical operations. These volunteers
and/or lighting at performance locations.

Yvill help coordinate sound




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 31, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR WHITE HOUSE ADMINISTRATIVE CON
FROM: . THE OFFICE OF NATIONAL SERVICE
SUBJECT: Volunteer Opportunity - "Very

The Office of National Service would apprecia

communicating to others in your office the nee

during the week of the International Very Spe
June 14-18, 1989.

TACTS

Special Arts"

te your help in
2d for volunteers
cial Arts Festival,

The attached information gives all of the detdils of whom to
contact and what is available if you would like to volunteer. If
you would copy it for others in your office perhaps we can help

in this great opportunity to get involved.

Thank you for‘your help in circulating this information.




The only gift
is a portion of thyself.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

1989
INTERNATIONAL VERY SPECIAL ARTS FESTIVAL
| JUNE 14 - 18, 1939 |

From June 14 to 18, 1989, Very Special Arts, an educational affiliate of the John F.
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, will bring together more than 1,000
individuals with physical and mental challenges from over 40 countries and 50
states to celebrate and share their achievements in the arts. Events will be held at
locations throughout the city including Capitol Hill, the White House, the Kennedy
Center, Union Station, Old Post Office Pavilion and many |others.

Over 1,000 volunteers are needed in many capacities before and during the Festival.
Volunteers will be involved in special events, hospitality, public relations, logistics,

‘housing, meals, administration, and assisting mdxvxduals with international and
special needs.

For further information regarding volunteering for the 1989 International Very
Special Arts Festival, please contact Gigi Davis at 662-8899.

WY VERY
SPECIAL
ARTS

Enrichipg the lives of peopie with disabllities




1989 International Very Special Arts Festival
Volunteer Teams ‘

Volunteers Team.. Volunteers assigned t‘ok the Volunteers Team will be responsible for
working with the Volunteer Coordinator to assure that all volunteers have necessary briefing
packets, location assignments, registration information, and comprehensive materials relating

to specific assignments.

Special Needs Team. Volunteers assigned to the Special Needs Team will be responsible
for acting as mobility aids for participants at all sites and as first aid and medical staff assistants
at all venues. Volunteers will also act as sign language interpreters for both one-on-one
conversations and larger audiences.

Special Events Team. Volunteers. assigned to the Special Events Team will act as
hosts/hostesses to the VIPs. These volunteers will also greet participants and guests at the
Opening Event, Closing Ceremony, the White House, the International and Congressional
Receptions, and various other special events. If refreshments are served, these volunteers will
help serve the refreshments. :

Logistics Team. Volunteers assigned to the Logistics Team will be responsible for

assisting delegations to and from the transportation vehicles, with communications at command
center locations. _ :

International Team. Volunteers assigned to the International Team will aid staff in -
preparing registration packets, reviewing travel arrangements and working with the Hospitality
Team in welcoming the incoming participants.

Housing/Meals Team. Volunteers assigned to the Housing and Meals Team will be
responsible for greeting delegates at Georgetown University and the overflow hotels, and for
aiding participants at meal sites.

Hospitality Team. Volunteers assigned to the Hospitality Team will assist the Volunteer
and Registration Coordinators prior to the Festival to create a "festive"” atmosphere to welcome
fall of the delegations. During the Festival these volunteers will greet delegates at the airports
and Union Station and assist with registration and information areas at Georgetown University,
overflow hotels and the Kennedy Center.

Festival Days Team. Volunteers assigned to the Festival Days Team will act as crowd-
controllers, workshop assistants, ushers, and aid to participants at all events. This team will be
the largest group of volunteers and will be involved in the hands-pn aspect of the Festival.

Production Team. Volunteers assigned to the Production Team will assist the production

company in staging and technical operations. These volunteers will help coordinate sound
and/or lighting at performance locations.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 31, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR WHITE HOUSE ADMINISTRATIVE CONTACTS

FROM: THE OFFICE OF NATIONAL SERVICE

SUBJECT:. Volunteer Opportunity - "Very

Special Arts"

The Office of National Service would appfeciate your help in

communicating to others in your office the ne
during the week of the International Very Spe
June 14-18, 1989, '

The attached information gives all of the det

ed for volunteers
cial Arts Festival,

ails of whom to

contact and what is available if you would like to volunteer.

you would copy it for others in your office p
in this great opportunity to get involved.

erhaps we can help

Thank you for your help in circulating this information.
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DAVID DEMAREST

NOTE: PROJECT OFFICER, SEE ATTACHED CHECKLIST

TO:
FROM: JOSEPH W.HAGIN
SUBJECT: APPROVED PRESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY
EVENT: Reception for The Very Special Arts
DATE: June 15, 1989
TIME: (T) 2:00 p.m.
DURATION: 45 Minutes
- LOCATION: South Lawn
ATTIRE: Business Suit
REMARKSREQUIRED: Yes |py{p [ remay €S | N,/U (g\
MEDIACOVERAGE: open : :OUZL Ag{ o N % '
- * . f N \ v .

FIRST LADY Loy e £

PARTICIPATION:  ves a2 LR
ADDITIONAL leng th

INFORMATION:
CONTACT: , |

TELEPHONE: OFFICE ___ HOME

Ed Rogers Marlin Fitzwater David Bates
James Cicconi David Demarest David Valdez
Fred McClure Jean Lamb USSS - PPD
Susan Porter Rose Steve Studdert Operations - Executive Residence

- Patty Presock John Keller WHCA Audio/Visual
SpeechwritingOffice = Tim McBride WHCA Operations

. Laurie Firestone J. Bonnie Newman
_ Robert Guttman Tony Lopez
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REMARKS: VERY SPECIAL

ARTS FESTIVAL

THE WHITE HOUSE

~JUNE 15, 1989

2:15 P.M.

THANK YOU, JEAN, FOR THOSE KIND
CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU AND EVERYONE

WORDS =-- AND
INVOLVED IN THE

- VERY SPECIAL ARTS PROGRAM ON THE FINE WORK YOU DO.

LET ME TELL YOU HOW PLEASED BAREBARA AND I ARE TO

HAVE FRONT-ROW SEATS FOR SUCH AN INSPIRING PERFORMANCE.

,_2_

I THINK THE WORLD IS GOING TO HEAR A LOT FROM THIS

- REMARKABLE YOUNG MAN, PHONGSAK (PONG-S0ck) MEUNCHANAI
- (MooN'-cHA-NYE) . FROM THE STREETS OF BANGKOK, TO THE

SOUTH LAWN OF THE WHITE HOUSE: WHAT A JOURNEY. IT

TELLS US ALL:‘ THERE'S NO LIMIT ON HOW FAR WE CAN GO, -

ON WHAT NE CAN ACHIEVE.

- HERE AT THE WHITE HousE, WE'RE PRIVILEGED TO HAVE

THE WORLD'S GREAT ARTISTS AND ENTERTAINERS COME TO US.




YOUNG PEOPLE, FROM ACROSS THE COUNTR

-3 -

IT’S A SPECIAL TREAT FOR US TO HAVE

WORLD, BRING YOUR ART =-- YOUR SPECIA

SO MANY TALENTED
Y AND AROUND THE
L ABILITIES -~ HERE

TO WASHINGTON. I ONLY WISH ALL OF YOU COULD PERFORM

HERE TODAY.
You ARE WELL ON YOUR WAY TO THE

TO SEE FOR EVERY AMERICAN: A LIFE OF INDEPENDENCE,

OPPORTUNITY, AND PRODUCTIVE INVOLVEMENT IN THE

MAINSTREAM.

- 4 -
THAT MEANS A COMMITMENT ON SOCIETY'S
DISCRIMINATION, TO INCREASE ACCESS A
IN OUR SCHOOLS, ON THE JOB, AND IN E
SOCIETY.

You DON'T LET YOUR DISABILITIES

PART TO END
ND OPPORTUNITY --
VERY ASPECT OF

STAND IN THE WAY.

IT’S uP TO US TO MAKE SURE DISCRIMIN?TION DOESN’'T STOP

You. FEDERAL LAW MUST PROTECT INDIVIDUALS WITH

DISABILITIES.

KIND OF LIFE I WANT



-5 -
I WANT TO SHARE A STORY WITH YOU -- A WONDERFUL
STORY TOLD TO ME BY JEAN KENNEDY SMITH. IT's ABOUT A
BLIND YOUNG MAN, A SCULPTOR, JEAN MET IN IRELAND
SEVERAL YEARS AGO. JEAN WATCHED AS THIS SIGHTLESS BOY
SCULPTED A FACE FROM CLAY -- A MARVEL OF DETAIL, OF
MASTERFUL EXPRESSION.

WHAT JEAN SAID MADE AN IMPRESSION ON ME: "ART GAVE
THAT BOY THE POWER TO SEE FOR THE REST OF US."

/

-6 -
THAT'S TRUE. ALL ART IS A VISION THAT COMES FROM
WITHIN.
EACH OF YOU HAS A SPECIAL TALENT| =~ TO MAKE US SEE
WHAT YOU SEE, FEEL WHAT YOU FEEL, HEAR WHAT YOU HAVE TO
SAY. |
SHARE YOUR GIFT -- AND IT WILL GROW.
YOU'VE MADE THIS A VERY SPECIAL AFTERNOON. THANK
YOU, AND GOD BLESS YOU ALL.

# # #
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.Navv Sea Lhanters perform as the .delg

very Special arts
INTz=MaT iUNaL FeEsT VAL

White Houwse Feyrtormancs
June 15, @:00Dm

Frobosed Show

arrive and take their sesats.

The announcer introduces the Fresiden
First Lady.

AN announcer asks the audience to sta
the sinainag of the National Anthem of
United States of America.

A color guard enters bearinag the Amer

flaa. When in place. the Sea Chanter
the National Anthem

Master of Leremonies
Montvy Hall will welcome all, introduc
talk brieflv about the International
and will then introduce the first per

VsA American Sroup .
The Gallaudet Dance Company, from Gal
University who sign and dance to upbe
contemparary numbers. .

Master of Ceremonies
Monty Hall will introduce other celeb

present includina: Marsha Mas=n. Miss

Universe, Kate Mularew, Hiro Yamagats
Bailev. et:c. He then introduces the
Marsalis guintet. '

Wvnton Marsalis
America’s leadina jazz musician per fo
alaona with his blind pianist (present
the #< 1azz sona), Marcus Roberte.

Master of Ceremonies
Moty Hall thanks Wvnton Marsalls ancd
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VEA International Fer former

A NerTormance by a vaung man from Bangkok,
Tharland. who onece was a street beqaar and

now S1inos 1n el1aht lanauadges. Fhonasalk

Muenchanal.

Master ot Leramonles .
Monty Hall introduces Eennv Fogers.

Eennv Hogers

Eennvy Fogers talks to the audience angd

PDEVTOrms & number called "When You Fut Your
Hmarf In tg" with a aroun ot veuna peonle
Casdsty .

k.enny Hogers

kFenny FHooers invites back to stage al
who have per formed, including Wynton
Fhonasak, etc. plus the celebrity art
such as Fearl Railey, Hira Yamagata.
Mason. Montv hall, ete. All form a 1
Across upstaage.

He then introduces Mrs. Jean Kennedy
founder of Very Special Arts.

Mrs. Smith
Mrs. Smith makes brief remarks about

thanks the President and Mrs. Bush for

hostina this event.

She then introduces a arouu of VSA

1 those
ists
Marsha
ine

Smith,

VSA and

per formers/artists (children) to make a

special bresentation to the President

n Kennv

assists. She invites the President to the

staae.

Fresident

The Fresident comes up an staae to recelive

the aift and makes brlef remarks.

Finale

lmmedlatelv after the Fresident’s remarks.

renny FEoaers (or one of the other

celebrities. steps forward. makes a
statement and leads into

losinag

sinaing a moving apd

exciting melodv of the songs "Fut A Little

Love In Your Heart" and "Headed For T

Future.
exciting conciusian,

Uuttside Rvent Ende

«ww FeEcention beain

1e

The number builds and builds to an

m
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Very Spnecial arts
INTERMNATIONAL FESTIivAL

White House Ferformance
June 1%. 2:00pm

EAalN PLAN
Froposed Shaw

Navy Sea Lhanters perform as the deld
arrive and take their seats.

e announcer introduces the Presiden
First Ladv. . '

AN announcer asks the audience to sta

the sinaina of the National Anthem of
United States of America.

A color gquard enters bearina the Amer

flaa. When in place. the Sea Chanter
the Naticnal Anthem

Master of Ceremonies
Monty Hall will welcome all, introduc

appolicizes for weather, talks briefl
the Internaticnal Festival.

-

Monty Hall will intreduce other celeb
present including: Marsha Mason, Mis
Universe, Kate Mulgrew, Hiro -Yamagata

Bailey,., etc. He then introduces Very
Arts Around the World. ’

vV5A Internaticnal Fer for mer
A DerTovrmance bv a youna man from Ban
Thaitand. who once was a street beqgaoa

NoW Sinas i1n eiaht lanauaaes.
Muenchnanai.

Master ot Leremonies
Monty Hall introdurces Kennv Rogers,

Fennv Hooergs
FEennv kEoaers talks 4o the audience an
DEr1Tarms a number cailed “When You Fu
Heart lnAlt“
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el Fennv Frngers
EeEnny moaers 1nvites bhack to staoe alil those
whio have oertormed. inciuding  Wynton),
Fhomasak. etc. pius the celebrity artpets
SUoh as Feari Haitlev. Hiro Yamagata. Marsha
Mason. Monty hall. etc. AlL foorm a line
acrioss the front of the tent.

He then introduces Mrs. Jean Fernnedy Smith.
founder of Very Special aArts.

S EE Mre. Smith )

- Mirs. Smith makes briet remarks abeout VSA and
thanks the Fresident and Mrs. Bush for
hosting this event.

e/ She then 1ntroduces a aroun of VSA
pertormers/artists (childven)y to makge a
soecial presentation to the Fresident). Eennv
assIsSts. She 1nvites the Fresident to the
staoe.

2l Fresiacent
The Fresident comes up on staage to recerve
the aift and makes brief remarks.

225 Finale
Immediately after the Fresident’s remarks.
kKennvy Roaers  (or one of the other
celebrities., steps forward., makes a closinag

- statement and Sleads intwo singing a mavinag and
exciting melody of the songs "Put A Little
Love In Your Heart" and "Headed For The
Future". The number builds and builds to an
exciting conclusiaon.

2237

Outside Event Ends... Receptisn begins.




McGroarty
June 12, 1989
9200, am ;

Wﬁu “Draft 2

vVﬂvwquRESIDE AL REMARKS: VERY SPECIAL ARTS FESTIVAL
g THE WHITE HOUSE
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7L» Jean, for those kind words -- and congratulations to you and

b k=

Thank you,

everyone involved in the Very Special Arts program on the fine

work you do.

Let me tell you how pleased Barbara and I are to have front= -~ D
row seats for such an inspiring performance. I think the world '
is going to hear a lot from this remarkable young man, Phongsak ?O“GIELK
_ Meunchanai. From the streets of Bangkok, to the South Lawn of L
the White House: what a journey. It tells us all: there's no

it on how far we can go, on what we can achieve.

world's great artists and entertainers come to us. It's a ////////

oN
special treat for us to have so many talented young people, from iz _uel

: Ya

across the country and around the world, bring your art -- your ﬁk%b
Q %% (

\g\o?

special abilities -- here to Washington. I only wish all of you

could perform here today.

You are well on your way to the kind of life I want to see

for every disabled American: a life of independence, freedom of



2
choice, and productive involvement in the mainstream. That means
a commitment on society's part to end discrimination, to increase
access and opportunity -- in our schools, on the job, and in

every aspect of society.

You don't let your disabilities stand in the way. 1It's up

/

I want to share a story with you -- a wonderful story told V€>§N%Md

to us to make sure discrimination doesn't stop you.

to me by Jean Kennedy Smith. It's about a blind young man, a bﬂi&
sculptor, Jean met in Ireland several years ago. Jean watched as ?
this sightless boy sculpted a face from clay -- a marvel of

detail, of masterful expression.

What Jean said made an impression on me: "Art gave that boy

the power to see for the rest of us." //////'

That's true. All art is a vision that comes from within.

Each of you has a special talent -- to make us see what you

see, feel what you feel, hear what you have to say.
Share your gift -- and it will grow.

You've made this a very special afternoon. Thank you, and

God bless you all.



I 1A JF . /74 _«-‘S’ Y53
= - S oV, A e 4
T BN T /27,




-y
Y

THE WHITE HOUSE -

WASHINGTON

June 13, 1989

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH CHRISS WINSTON
FROM: DANIEL McGROARTY
SUBJECT: _ REMARKS AT VERY SPECIAL ARTS FESTIVAL

I. SUMMARY:

On Thursday, June 15, 1989, 2;30 pm, you|will make brief
remarks to participants in the International Very Special Arts
Festival, following a performance on the South Lawn. Very
Special Arts Festival participants range in age from 8 to 65, and

include the physically as well as developmentally disabled.
Approximately 1000 participants and guests will attend,
representing all 50 states and 51 foreign nations. Jazz artist .
Wynton Marsalis and other celebrities will entertain =-- as will
Very Special Arts performers including a dance troupe from
Gallaudet College and Phongsak Muenchanai, a iz-year old blind
singer from Thailand. Mrs. Bush will attend %ith you.

II. DISCUSSION:

The Very Special Arts Festival is a showcase for the many
talented disabled people who have learned to express themselves
through art. This event provides an excellent opportunity to
emphasize your commitment to bringing disabled Americans -into the
mainstream -- to put the accent on ability, rather than
disability. ‘
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~ could perform here today.

McGrioarty
June 12, 1989
9:00 am
Draft 2
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VERY SPECIAL ARTS FESTIVAL

THE WHITE HOUSE

JUNE 15, 1989

2:15 P.M.

[Introductory remarks/ acknowledgements....] Thank you,

Jean, for those kind words -- and congratulat]
everyone involved in the Very Special Arts pr

work you do.

Let me tell you how pleased Barbara and
row seats for such an inspiring performance.
is éoing ﬁo hear a lot from this remarkable y
Meunchanai. From the streets of Bangkok, to

the White House: what a journey. It tells u

limit on how far we can go, on what we can acl

ions to you and

ogram on the fine

I are to have front-
I think the world
oung man, Phongsak
the South Lawn of

S all:

there's no

hieve.

Here at the White House, we're privileged to have the

world's great artists and entertainers come tc
special treat for us to have so many talented
across the country and around the world, bring

special abilities -- here to Washington. I or

It!'s a

D _us.
young people, from
y your art -- your

1ly wish all of you

You are well on your way to the kind of - 1life I want to see

for every American:

a life of independence, fireedom of choice,




2

and productive involvement in the mainstream.

commitment on society's part to end discrimin
access and opportunity -- in our schools, on
every aspect of society.

i

You don't let your disabilities stand in

to us to make sure discrimination doesn't stop you.

must protect individuals with disabilities.

I want to share a story with you -- a wor

to me by Jean Kennedy Smith. It's about a bl

sculptor, Jean met in Ireland several years ac

this sightless boy sculpted a face from clay -

detail, of masterful expression.

What Jean said made an impression on me:

the power to see for the rest of us."

That's true.

Each of you has a special talent -- to ma

see, feel what you feel, hear what you have to

Share your gift -- and it will grow.

That means a
ation, to increase

the job, and in

the way. 1It's up

Federal Law

1derful story told
ind young man, a
JO. Jéan watched as

-— a marvel of

"Art gave that boy

All art is a vision that comes from within.

ke us see what you

say.




3

You've made this a very special afternoon. Thank you, and

God bless you all.
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06/07/89 11:02:46 SPEECHWRITING AND RESEARCH OFFICES : Page: 1
DAILY PRESIDENTIAL SPEECH SCHEDULE ;
EVENT/LOCATION DATE PROJ .OFFICER WRITER/RESEARCH C.W. DRAFT STAFFING TO POTUS
Ducks Unlimited 06/08/89 K. Jeavons Lange 06/01/89 06/05/89 06/06/89
Thursday Wallace Thursday Monday Tuesday
Video Session 06/09/89 . Taylor Tron 06/02/89 06/05/89 06/06/89
Friday Friday Monday Tuesday
Clean Air Announcement 06/12/89 . Jeavons Lange 06/07/89 06/07/89 06/09/89
Monday Wallace Wednesday Wednesday  Friday
Grand Tetons Environment 06/13/89 . Studdert McNally 06/06/89 06/08/89 06,/09/89
Tuesday Simon Tuesday Thursday Friday
University of Nebraska 06/13/89 . Jeavons McGroarty 06/07/89 06/08/89 06/09/89
Tuesday Simon Wednesday hursday Friday
Korean War Memorial 06/14/89 TBD Smith 06/09/89 06/12/89 06/13/89
Wednesday Blessey Friday Monday Tuesday
President’s Dinner 06/14/89 J. Wray Davis 06/07/89 06/09/89 06/12/89
Wednesday Martin Wednesday Friday Monday
Crime Package 06/15/89 TBD Grant 06,/08/89 06/12/89 06/13/89
Thursday Wallace Thursday Monday Tuesday
Georgia -- Glen Cove 06/15/89 . Studdert Davis 06/08/89 06/12/89 06/13/89
Thursday Martin Thursday Monday Tuesday
S~
Very Special Arts 06/15/89 Sanchez McGroarty 06/08/89 06,/09/89 06/12/89
Thursday Dooley Thursday Friday Monday
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06/07/89 11:02:49

EVENT/LOCATION

U.S. Attorneys

Cheltenham High

Drug Free Schools - B.R.

Citizen Bee

President Barco - Columbia

Motor Coach Association

VA G.0.P. Fundraiser

G.0.P. - New York City

New York Partnership

Wall Street Journal

06/16/89
Friday

06/19/89
Monday

06/19/89
Monday

06/20/89
Tuesday

06/20/89
Tuesday

06/21/89
Wednesday

06/21/89
Monday

06/22/89
Thursday

06/22/89
Thursday

06/22/89
Thursday

SPEECHWRITING AND RESEARCH OFFICES
DAILY PRESIDENTIAL SPEECH SCHEDULE

PROJ .OFFICER

S. DeCamp

(BBl )

B. Scowcroft
TBD
Wray/Kilberg
A. Card

TBD

M. Fitzwater

WRITER/RESEARCH

.............................................................................................................................

McNally
Simon

Smith
Blessey

Grant
Martin

McGroarty
Dooley

Lange
Wallace

McNally
Simon

Davis
Martin

Davis
Martin

Smith
Blessey

McNally
Simon

C.W. DRAFT

06,/09/89
Friday

06/09/89
Friday

06/12/89
Monday

06/13/89
Tuesday

06/13/89
Thursday

06/14/89
Friday

06/14/89
Friday

06/15/89
Thursday

06/15/89
Thursday

06/15/89
Thursday

STAFFING

06/13/89
Tuesday

06/13/89
Tuesday

06/14/89
Wednesday

)06,/15/89

Thursday

06/14/89
Wednesday

06/15/89
Thursday

06/14/89
Wednesday

06/19/89
Monday

06/19/89
Monday

06/16/89
Friday

06/14/89
Wednesday

06/14/89
Wednesday

06/15/89
Thursday

06/16/89
Friday

06/15/89
Thursday

06/16/89
Friday

06/15/89
Thursday

06/20/89
Tuesday

06/20/89
Tuesday

06/19/89
Monday
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EVENT/LOCATION

SPEECHWRITING AND RESEARCH OFFICES

w

DAILY PRESIDENTIAL SPEECH SCHEDULE

PROJ .OFFICER

WRITER/RESEARCH

C.W. DRAFT

STAFFING

TO POTUS
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Switchers Remarks

Prime Minister Hawke

President Mobuto - Zaire

King Fahd - Saudi Arabia

06/26/89
Monday

06/26/89
Monday

06/27/89
Tuesday

06/29/89
Thursday

07/27/89
Thursday

B. Kilberg

TBD

B. Scowcroft

B. Scowcroft

B. Scowcroft

McGroarty
Dooley

Grant
Wallace

Davis
Martin

Smith
Blessey

06/19/89
Monday

06/19/89
Monday

06/20/89
Tuesday

06/22/89
Thursday

07/20/89
Thursday

06/21/89
Wednesday

06/21/89
Wednesday

06/22/89
Thursday

06/26/89
Monday

07/24/89
Monday

06/22/89
Thursday

06/22/89
Thursday

06/23/89
Friday

06/27/89
Tuesday

07/25/89
Tuesday
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5 Susan M. Flowers
irector, International
',I‘M Very Special Arts Festival
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Intergati()nal
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From June 14-18, 1989, Very Special Arts will celebrate its 15th anniversary by
hosting the International Very Special Arts Festival. More than 1,000 Very Special Arts
participants from the United States and 50 other nations will come together in
Washington, D.C. to share the joy of artistic achievement.

These special artists who are physically and mentally challenged will be joined
on stages, in galleries and at Washington landmarks by prominent artists from film,
theatre, music, dance and the visual arts. Michael Douglas will chair the International
Festival Artists Committee, and a host of celebrities including Harrison Ford, Sir John
Gielgud, Kelly McGillis, Phylicia Rashad -- and Jim Hensen's Muppets -- will be
lending their support.

Highlights of the Festival's activities will include:

e The Torpedo Factory Street Fair, an all day celebration of music, merriment
and art in Old Towne, Alexandria, for people of all ages to enjoy.

e Family Days! at the Kennedy Center featuring artstops, workshops, exhibits
and performances in music, dance, theatre, mime and the visual arts.

e Lunchtime Concert Series at the Old Post Office Pavilion, Union Station
and along Pennsylvania Avenue by Very Special Arts vocalists, orchestras
and other performers.

e Fantastic Fireworks on the Potomac -- a dazzling display will light up the
night sky to synchronized, original music.

® A spectacular closing gala at the Kennedy Center, where all-star
performers will salute the Festival and its participants with song and dance.

A prime-time network television show featuring highlights of the Festival will be
produced by Gary Smith, whose credits include "Liberty Weekend" and "Christmas in
Washington." This special production, airing later this summer on NBC, will increase
international recognition of the abilities of people with mental and physical challenges.

The 1989 International Very Special Arts Festival will also serve as a showcase
for model programs and arts education techniques implemented by Very Special Arts
affiliates around the world and promises to be an exceptional opportunity for people of
all nationalities and abilities to communicate through the universal language of artistic
expression.



On June 14, 1989, more than 1,000 children
and adults, from the United States and 50
other countries, will come to Washington,
D.C. for the experience of a lifetime. They
will find themselves in an inspiring environ-
ment, where attention will focus on talent,
not disability. Families, teachers, artists, vol-
unteers and supporters around the world will
applaud their accomplishments in the arts:
IN Music...in dance...in drama ...in creative
writing and the visual arts...in expression
uniquely theirs.

This is the International Very Special Arts
Festival, a special time for both the artists
and the important network of others
involved. The International Festival is held to
highlight the achievements of people with
disabilities from around the globe.

This four-day festival of fun, friendship and
artistic accomplishment demonstrates the
power of the arts to integrate individuals
with physical and mental challenges into the
mainstream of society —and transcends the
boundaries of culture, language, politics and
ability.

The International Festival sends a far-
reaching message, not only to Festival partici-
pants and their parents, but to educators,

(over)



the business community, arts organiza-
tions, the media and the public.

Among its many compelling benefits, the
Festival: -
® [ncreases international recognition of the

skills and abilities of children, youth and

adults with special needs.

® Demonstrates the impact of the arts on
enhancing basic learning skills.

® Honors the cammitment of tens of
thousands of teachers, counselors and
volunteers worldwide.

® Transcends cultural and language barriers
as people from around the world com-
municate through artistic expression.

¢ Provides a showcase for many model
programs and innovative arts education
techniques developed and implemented
by national and international affiliates of

Very Special Arts, highlighting the

organization’s position as a leader in the

field of arts for people with special needs.




In the 1960s and "70s, major changes were
taking place in our nation’s social and polit-
ical consciousness. The civil rights move-
ment was a major force behind these
changes, ushering in a new era of under-
standing and acceptance of America’s
minorities.

People with disabilities benefited from
society’s new awareness and empathy, as
several major laws went into effect to pro-
vide them with better educational and social
opportunities. Yet there remained a wide
disparity between the opportunities available
to most Americans and those available to
their physically or mentally challenged
neighbors.

“To be what we are, to become what we are
capable of becoming, is the only end of life.’

— Robert Louis Stevenson

4 J

In 1974, Jean Kennedy Smith moved to fill
that gap by founding the organization
known today as Very Special Arts. The goal:
to enrich the lives of people with special
needs and help them integrate into the
mainstream of society through the arts.

Working with a small staff under the
name “National Committee, Arts With The
Handicapped” (NCAH), the organization’s
primary focus was to provide creative
opportunities to children with disabilities.
This was accomplished with the imple-
mentation of the “Very Special Arts
Festival,” a non-competitive exposition
featuring performances, workshops,
demonstrations and participatory activities
in dance, theater, music, creative writing
and the visual arts. The Festivals opened
new avenues of communication and under-
standing for individuals of all ages and
abilities, breaking down barriers created
around people with special needs.

With the enthusiastic support of com-
munity service agencies and other grass
roots organizations, the Festival program
grew rapidly. NCAH expanded its focus,

(over)



supporting model sites with ongoing pro-
grams in the arts for children and youth, to
serve as regional resource and demonstra-
tion centers. Special Projects were identified
and sponsored to encourage innovative,
developmental or experimental programs
with potential for national impact.

As the organization celebrated its fifth
anniversary, it paid tribute to the phenom-
enal growth of arts programs for people
with physical and mental challenges with
the first National Very Special Arts Festival.
More than 850 children and adulits from all
50 states came to Washington, D.C. to
participate inthe event that is now held every
five years and has come to be the center-
piece of the Very Special Arts pregram.

1N 1984, NCAH extended its reach overseas
and created an international committee
to oversee development of Very Special Arts
programs in Eastern and Western Europe,
Latin America, Asia and Africa.

The following year, NCAH consolidated its
growth and reorganized as Very Special Arts.
New emphasis was placed on the develop-
ment of private, non-profit affiliates in every
state. Since then, increased private funding
and volunteer support have been essential in
helping Very Special Arts meet the growing
demand for quality arts programs for people
with special needs.

Very Special Arts continues to grow at a
vigorous rate and currently supports
programs in more than 15,000 U.S. com-
munities, as well as 46 nations. Programming
activities have expanded dramatically in the
past year, tith new initiatives taking place
in the arts for people of all ages. In 1989
Very Special Arts will celebrate its 15th
anniversary by sponsoring the first Inter-
national Very Special Arts Festival.

This astonishing growth is testimony to
the fact that Very Special Arts is an idea
whose time has come.



ACTIVITIES | | |

For four days, metropolitan Washington,
D.C. will be alive with the International Very
Special Arts Festival.

Imagine the city. Participants from
around the world, staying together on the
historic Georgetown University campus.
Opening ceremonies to kick off the festivities.
Workshops, performances, demonstrations
and exhibits held throughout the Festival at
the John F. Kennedy Center for the Perform-
ing Arts. Performances at the White House.
A reception on Capitol Hill.

There will be dance...song...drama. ..

laughter ...discovery...and pride.
Celebrated artists and educators from the

United States and abroad will join the Very

Special Artists. Highlights of activities include:

® Network television special,
produced by Gary Smith, renowned for the
“Liberty Weekend” opening ceremonies

® Special performance at the White House

® Congressional reception

® Art show on Capitol Hill

® Opening concert at Kennedy Center

® Celebrity performances by artists from
around the world

® Workshops for educators and parents
demonstrating the latest innovations in
arts training

® Hundreds of demonstrations, exhibitions
and performances by Very Special Arts
participants featuring accomplishments in
dance, theater, music, creative writing and
visual arts.




A POWERFUL GRASS ROOTS NETWORK

VERY SPECIAL ARTS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The rapid growth of Very Special Arts can be
attributed to its widespread grass roots sup-
port. Every day of the year, around the
world, new programs reach Very Special Arts
participants, thanks to the 67000 individuals
and thousands of civic clubs and businesses
that volunteer their time and financial sup-
port. Their goal is to give all people who are
mentally and physically challenged an
opportunity to discover the world of art.

The scope of this volunteer network is
expansive, providing services to more than
one million people nationwide. It is largely
because of this ability to mobilize volunteers

and rally community support that Very
Special Arts has been designated by the U.S.
Congress as the nation’s coordinating
agency of arts programs for people

with disabilities.

These programs are given direction by a
volunteer Board of Directors composed of 25
voting members — national leaders in the
fields of arts, education and business.

Board policies are implemented by a
national staff which oversees the work of
employees and volunteers in all 50 states
and in 46 nations.

Ernest L. Boyer, Chair, VSA
President

The Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching
Jean Kennedy Smith,
Founder, VSA

National Chairperson

Very Special Arts Festivals
Vivienne Anderson
Author, Consultant

Effi Barry

Arts Advocate

William G. Barry

President, Barry Associates
Romare Bearden

Artist

Henry B. Betts

Medical Director and

Chief Executive Officer
Rehabilitation Institute of
Chicago

John Brademas

President, New York University
Henry G. Cisneros

Mayor, San Antonio, Texas

Ida Dark

Music Teacher, Therapist

F. Joseph Gallagher, Jr.
Senior Vice President

The Blue Chip Marketing Group
David W. Hornbeck

State Superintendent of Schools
Maryland State Department of Education
David A. Jones

Chairman of the Board and
Chief Executive Officer
Humana Inc.

Edward M. Kennedy, Jr.
Executive Director

Facing The Challenge

Jack Kukuk

Director of Education

John F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts

Michael T. Martin
Investment Banker

William F. McSweeny
President, Occidental
International Corporation
Jacqueline Merritt
Founder, Very Special Arts lowa
Ruth Mondschein
International Affairs

U.S. Department of Education
Michael O'Neill

Editor, Writer

Itzhak Perlman

Artist

Howie Seago

Actor

Joao Clemente Baena Soares
Secretary General

Organization of American States
Annette Strauss

Mayor, Dallas, Texas

Victor Temkin

President, Merchandising
Corporation of America

(A subsidiary of MCA)

A. Robert Towbin

Managing Director

Shearson Lehman Brothers, Inc.
George F. Will

Author, Syndicated Columnist
Vincent A. Wolfington
Chairman, The Carey Corporation

Eugene C. Maillard
Chief Executive Officer



ENRICHMENT THROUGH THE ARTS — TWO VERY

Very Special Arts is dedicated to enriching
the lives of people with special needs
through the arts. Its programs are designed
to develop learning skills and artistic respon-
siveness, and enhance self-esteem.

Through Very Special Arts, program
participants gain important personal and
vocational skills that they can apply to other
facets of their lives.

Very Special Arts also plays a vital role in
the community by integrating individuals
with physical and mental challenges into the
mainsteam of society through the arts.

But what does this mean to the individuals
involved with Very Special Arts?

For 11-year-old Jason Ellsworth, who is
blind and has cerebral palsy, music is a gift
he enjoys sharing with others. “When I'm
singing,” he says, “it makes me happy....
What makes me happy when I sing is the
sound and the feelings. And | forget my
troubles?”

When Jason sings, the melody seems to
carry him out of himself. His song gives life
a vibrant, joyful sound.

Through Very Special Arts, Jason has
performed — from the Grand Ole Opry to
the White House — with such legendary
entertainers as Tammy Wynette, Eddie
Rabbitt, the Gatlin Brothers, and Gladys
Knight and the Pips. Each time he sings,
Jason makes a difference. And the oppor-
tunity to share his love of music makes a big
difference to him.

SPECIAL ARTISTS
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TWhen | was very young—maybe four or

»— [ saw a woman dancing on TV,”
nembers Terrylene Theriot. “Of course
re was no sound ...my whole family is
af. But | ran and got my mother to turn
volume up as loud as it would go.
ldenly, | realized there was music”’

That was the opening into another world

Terrylene Theriot...a visa to a world of

music, drama and dance. She could not hear
a melody as anything more than a humming.
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metimes there would be a beat. But for
rylene that was enough to dream that

e would someday use words, music and
nce to communicate.

And she has. Her play “Imagine;” was
duced at Kennedy Center with George
gal in the starring role, as well as by the

Roy
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ful
to
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al Court Theatre in London. She has also
red the United Kingdom in a production
‘Godspell” Terrylene has only begun.
‘Just because I'm deaf doesn't mean I'm

isoﬁated. Anyone can have that. Talk isn't

essarily communication. If the world was
Fof laughter I could hear that. | choose not
be a prisoner of bitterness but to see a
qutiful world.”




Why open one door when you can open
many? That has been the philosophy from
the start as Very Special Arts, in cooperation
with prominent organizations, has created
and promoted innovative model programs
in the arts. Some of these exciting projects
include:

The New Visions Dance Project —
teaches people who are blind and visually-
impaired how to express themselves through
movement and dance in a program devel-
oped with the Alvin Ailey American Dance
Center and replicated by dance companies
nationwide.

The Henry Fonda Young Playwrights
Project —invites students to create and
communicate through their participation in
playwriting workshops and classes in schools
across the country. Young playwrights
develop plays that address some aspect
of disability — and gain new perspectives
on daily living. Outstanding plays from the
program are selected for presentation at the
John F.Kennedy Center for the Performing
Arts.

SPECIAL PROJECTS — SPARKING INNOVATION

The Early Childhood Project —stimu-
lates the development of social and learning
skills for infants and pre-school children
through the introduction of the arts in early
education. Planned activities such as pup-
petry, storytelling, theater games, dance and
music, develop skills that are relevant to the
child’s daily surroundings as well as prepar-
atory for later life. Model sites offer unique
programs for children with special needs,
their parents and teachers.

Artists Unlimited —enables hospitals,
nursing homes and other institutions to
select artwork created by Very Special Arts

participants to brighten their environments,
and conducts workshops where patients
may create their own artwork in a program
developed in cooperation with Humana Inc.

Veterans Administration Arts Work-
shops — offers music, dance, drama, creative
writing and visual arts workshops to hospi-
talized veterans as a way of developing
important learning and living skills.

The Itzhak Perlman Award —named for
the internationally acclaimed violinist and
Very Special Arts board member, this annual
scholarship program encourages young musi-
cians to pursue careers in the performing arts.



LOCAL FESTIVALS —AN OPEN DOOR

Very Special Arts has another important
goal: to heighten public awareness and
support of people with special needs in the
community.

Very Special Arts Festivals have proven
to be important vehicles for encouraging
better understanding of disability. Festivals
integrate all individuals in educational arts
activities, and highlight artistic achieve-
ments. More than 15,000 communities across
the U.S. participate in Very Special Arts
Festivals.

The Festivals are a culmination of year-
round programming — including special
projects, workshops, performances, training
sessions and exhibitions — conducted at
schools, recreation centers, and community
facilities.

Festivals are non-competitive forums
that demonstrate the power of the arts to

stimulate learning and uncover unique tal-
ents. These celebrations confirm the findings
of educators: theater helps people become
better readers...music aids learning of
fundamental math skills. ... physical coordina-
tion and fine motor skills are enhanced
by practicing dance, painting and sculpture.
Most of all, the arts tap the imagination.
By nurturing creative potential, \ery Special
Arts has helped people with physical and
mental challenges open the door to the
Cultural and educational mainstream of
society. By sponsoring Very Special Arts
Festivals, supporters are opening the
same door in their communities.
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Very Special Arts is an international organization dedicated to enriching the
lives of children, youth and adults with special needs through programs in the arts.
Founded in 1974 by Jean Kennedy Smith as an educational affiliate of the John F.
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, Very Special Arts provides opportunities in
drama, dance, music, literature and the visual arts for individuals with mental and
physical challenges. Very Special Arts seeks to establish avenues through which
people with disabilities may enter the mainstream of society and to promote worldwide
awareness of the educational and cultural benefits of the arts for all people.

Across the United States, over one million people in 15,000 communities
participate in Very Special Arts activities. Very Special Arts programs and
training sessions are conducted in over 1,000 Very Special Arts sites in all 50
states.

At the heart of the organization is the Very Special Arts Festival -- a non-
competitive program for children, youth and adults with special needs to celebrate and
share their accomplishments in the arts through performances, exhibitions and
workshops. Very Special Arts Festivals are the culmination of year-round
programming efforts. Over 650 festivals will occur this year, and workshops, training
and materials are available -- not only for people who are physically and mentally
challenged, but also for educators, parents and friends.

The international program of Very Special Arts, established in 1984, has
affiliates in 50 nations around the globe. Countries as diverse as Brazil, India, Italy,
Kenya and Yugoslavia conduct programs which highlight the artistic achievements of
participants.

Very Special Arts also sponsors a variety of special projects that research,
develop and document new initiatives for replication by Very Special Arts
programs. Current special projects are described on the inside.



Very Special Arts
Education Office

John F. Kennedy Center
for the Performing Arts
Washington, D.C. 20566
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NATIONAL VERY SPECIAL ARTS FESTIVAL
1984
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Participants perform during a regiona! Very Special Arts Festlual The National Committee Arts
With the Handicapped conducts year-round Very Special Arts Festival Programs across the country.

Gallaudet will play a vital role as
host for the 1984 National Very
Special Arts Festival. During the event,
which will be held May 23-26, between
600 and 700 of the participants wxll be
housed on the campus.

The Festival, conducted by the Na-
tional Committee, Arts with the Han- -
dicapped (NCAH) in commemoration
of its tenth anniversary, is to be a
celebration of disabled and nondisabled
children and youth from all 50 states,
the District of Columbia and Puerto
Rico. Between 700 and 1,000 cele-
.brants are expected to come to .
Washington, D.C. to share their ac-
complishments in the visual and per-
forming arts.

Distinguished artists and educators

from the United States and abroad will -

join the children for four days of work-
shops, demonstrations, performances
and art exhibitions. The Festival will
provide a showcase for arts programs *
by, for and with disabled people.
Performances featuring students from
two current NCAH projects and col-
laborations with the Young Playwrights
Festival and the Alvin Ailey American

_~Gallaudet to host arts festival in May

Dance Theater ‘will be presented at the
dJohn F. Kennedy Center for the Per-
forming Arts. The NCAH'is an educa-
tional affiliate of|the Kennedy Center.

Jean Kennedy Smith serves as the
national chairperson for the Very
Special Arts Festivals.

January 23, 1984 Vol. 14, No. 14
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504/SPECIAL The National Committee, Arts for the Handicapped, will welcome

CONSTITUEN- internatiomnally recognized experts .in the field of arts and special
education to its International Seminar during the National Very Special Arts

CIES:

Festival, celebrating the Committee's tenth

coordinating agency for arts programs for the
in Washington, D.C. Recognizing the importanc

anniversary as the nation's
disabled from May 23-26, 1984
o of international exchange of

information concerning the arts and disabled individuals, NCAH and its
founder, Jean Kennedy Smith, hosted an - international conference in Vienna,

Austria last May. -The meeting emphasized’ th

the handicapped in Europe, and planms for th
agreed on the need for additional forums exploring this subject.
Arts for the Handicapped is now inviting special
artists and administrators from nations interested in developing

result, National Committee,
educators,
arts programs for the handicapped in Europe,

. status of arts programs for
le future. The participants
As a

atin America, Asia and Africa.

During the National Festival, international representatives will have the

opportunity to attend performances by disablec
adaptive-techniques, and workshops by world r
Milsap and Alvin Ailey. The NVSAF is a nat
exhibitions created by disabled children from

% %k %

artists, demonstratiomns in

enowned artists such as Ronnie
ional showcase for the arts

across the United States.’
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The Rambow Players of Nora EIerer Ary are making

L4

plans fgr their Washington, D.C. visit May 23-26: The group'F

has been selected by the National Committee, Arts for. the,f

Handlcépped to perform C Q : Glump durmg the National'
 —

group to make the Washington D, C. trip, donations are cur
. rently-Heing solicited so'that all 13 Rainbow Players, thelr-- .
dlrectog‘ Gayle, Foy, “their ‘teacher Vassie Clark “ands
teacherLs axde Beatnce Lewxs can atlend b

Arts 2
tions  are tax deductible. Contributions can’be made to,
“*Arts Unhmltmg, Inc.<Rainbow Players Funds” in ‘care!
of Sue! Moreland dxrector' "1605 East 86th Street In-’-.v

nlxmltmg is sponsormg the group and all contnbu

Nancy Bartenbach . paren plles makeup to lhe
“face of-Tom Jones| durlng a recent dress rehearsal
of C.Q. Glump as Sara Harp pays, close attention lo
" the;application, ;<.\ j

dlanap

The Rainbow Players of Nora Elemenlary are preparlng for ‘Jones, Selena Hudson, Micah McCaln, (lhird row) Phyllis
their trip to Washington,. D.C. where they wiil perform in’ ,!Russell "prin¢cipal,; Bea Lewis, ‘Jennifer Stetzel, Paul.
the Natlonal Very Special Arts Festival. Members inciude  -Mason, Katie Crawlord Nlmcy McGraw and Vassie Clark
(front row, left to right) Chris Foy, Brian Bartenbach, Sara- ke “

Harp, Anlka Hampton, (row two) Jason Sheneker, Tom_

——
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+Very Special *=
~ArtsFestival.i. , -
<Needs Help . ~

’ 145 ) A
“The 24 cial Arts
Festival will take place here in Wash-
_V.Ington at the John F. Kennedy Cen-’
- viter for the Performing Arts,'May 23-..
§T06 LIS TN TS i
" An” educational ~affiliate " of the
.*Kennedy Center, the National Com-
s:mittee;, Arts'with the "Handicapped.
:<(NCAH);"will *bring- children and*
~adults from"all'parts of the country
¢ *as well as‘abroad, to the Kennedy*
; {1Center for four -days of arts”work-
 »'shops, démonstrationgx, perfm}mances_
+-+and various activities, -~ 1/ "o\,
“<!- “Anyone’ who fcan  volunteer day-
-"times, evenings or weekend hours to
~#'work with the participants in this na-
~tional event is welcome as'a helper.
/i There are ten categories of volunteers
. ,needed during’the four-day *festival
‘,+/s0 whatever your bent, you can surely
" find a place to help. Volunteer orien-
. .1tation starts May 7, through May 12,
“ji80 call your area volunteer _bureau,
*5:the D.C.\Volunteer Clearinghouse or
‘,the Alexandria* Volunteer: Bureau.
, 'Joan"White at the Alexandria bu-
/ ;;reau, says the need is great, and time;
yis short, Call her at 836-2176 for more
" jinformation. . " { e Sy B
dn The'Dislriqt,-L'i‘}‘,‘f.;.,,i i
¢ ' James"Lindsay* of “the Volunteer
Clearinghouse of the District of Co-
- :lumbia says that groups interested in
.volunteering for; special ‘events, 'or
 Visiting .nursing * homes “or " helping
*‘with - community “clean-up ~ projects
jrare especially -needed “pew. If 1 your:
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This ad appeared in the Sunday (5/6) Eptertainment section

of THE WASHINGTON POST
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Opemng Celebratlon u
.. Conecert Hall - =]
Wednesday, May 23, SP
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‘. starrmg e

* RONNIE MILSAP. -

3-t tme ‘Grammy Award Wmner .
ina be tefit concert N

eivd D L
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MSSD student wins héﬁqnal ‘competit»ion for playivrightin’Q

‘Terrylene Theriot, an MSSD junior other sponsor of the project), was open  playwrighting, although she said, “I

from Chicago, has won a nationwide to all youths between the ages of 12 always wanted to write a play but [ '
competition for playwrighting with her and 18. The scripts were required to didn’t know how to get the words out
one-act script, “Imagine.” address some aspect of disability in of my mind.”

The National Committee, Arts with contemporary society. “Imagine” is the MSSD drama instructor Tim MrCarty
the Handicapped, co-sponsor of the In-  story of a young deaf girl who con- helped her put her thoughts on paper.
tegrated Young Playwrights Project, vinces a jaded old man that life is Theriot has been very active in the
has announced that Theriot’s winning .- . worth living. . performing arts at MSSD and was the
play will be produced and performed * ~  This was Theriot’s first attempt at school's Miss Junior NAD this year.
by professional actors at the John F. - ! T wmm
Kennedy Center for the Performing ‘

Arts on May 25, during the Commit- "
tee’s National Very Special Arts ’
Festival.

The competition, an outgrowth of
the Young Playwrights Festival at the
Foundation at the Dramatists Guild (the
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Washington R&R

“Arts For The

Handicapped & Others

The capital's May landscape is

" patterned with the bright hues of

spring flowers. Over at the John F.
Kennedy Center for the Performing
Arts a group of handicapped artists

* are painting the stage with their

own chorus ol colors.
An International Festival of Arts*

_for the Handicapped is an annual

attraction of the Kennedy Center
which brings togetlier an array of
high quality artists in a wide range
of disciplines. For these young ar-
tists, ‘pursuit of an artistic avoca-
tion requires exceptional effort.

- And the results are well worth at-

tending. The Festival runs Wed.,
May 23 through Sat., May 26.

Ronnie Milsap, country-western
singer, provides an opening night
concert (admission $7-12) for the
public and thé hundreds of han-
dicapped artists who have traveled
to Washington from around the
globe.

L

f
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. All day Friday May 25, the public
15 invited to over 60 frec workshops
in arts for the handicapped con-
ducted by some of the leading ar-
tists in their profession. Mikel, a
Polish mime will hold forth, while
Jaime Wythe shares ﬂ'lis crafl. Leslie
Orr will teach lechlriques in han-
dicapped artistry, an lIsraeli folk
dance team of handicapped youth
perform and the list [goes on.
Chaired by Jean Smith, the Ken-
nedy Center's Arts|for the Han-
dicapped Program is|an inspiration

to all **abled-bodied’* who do far”

less with their total taculties.

The Kennedy (Tcn!l'r is located at

2700 F St., N.W. For information
telephone (202) 332-6960. »

\
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BEHIND THE SCENES WITH THE FAMOUS AND THE FASCINATING

Arts Festival

Nméy Reagan, Ted Kenne- ~

@y, Jean Kennedy Smith, Ron-
nie Milsap, Burl Ives, Jamle.
Wyeth, Edward Villells,
Blackstone the Magician,
Andy Warbol and others wi
}end 8 hand to the National
Very Specia] Arts Festival,

~ May 23-26 In Washington, D.C.

More than 750 disabled
dren and adults from
the globe will gather to cele-
brate the 10th anniversary of
the National Commitiee, Arts
With the Handicapped.

. Festival actlvities include: a
Kennedy Ceater perfo ce
with Milsap; a luncbeon with
Kennedy delivering ing
remarks, and a perfo ce
and reception on the te
‘Bouse lawn with Mrs. R
as host and Teay Randall as
L£mcee.

Wyeth, Warhol, Villella and
others will conduct workshops
Jor chlidren




Washingion R&R

Arts With The
Handicapped: A
Decade Of Dreaming
And Doing

One Louisiana 18-year-old . is
studying in France with the world-
renowned mime, Marcel Marceau.
Another youth is dancing at the
famed Alvin Ailey American Dance
Theater in New York.

Both would -be major ac-
comuplishmens for any teenager.
But this mime actor is deal and the
dancer is blind, and they represent
over 500,000 handicapped
Aniericans who are actively inyolv-
ed in the arts through lhc_}‘j{_:}_i__igr}‘z}_l
Committee, Arts with the [Han-
dicapped (NCAH).

croation.

An educational affiliate of the--
John F. Kennedy Cenier ior the
Perforining Arts, the National
Committee will commeimnorate its
16th anniversary this year.

In celebration, a National Very
Special Arts Festival will be held at
the Kennedy Center from May
23-26 to showcasc tlic ac-
complishments of handicapped
children, youth and adults.

Thiec Mational Commiitee has ex-
perienced rapid growth in its first
10 years. Jean Kennedy Smith is the
founder of NCAH.

She was the first chairperson and
continucs 1o play a central role, as
chairperson of the Very Special
Arts Festival Program and as a
NCAH bLoard member.

The Mational Commites  was
formed in 1974 through {unding
from the Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr.
Foundation, the U.S. Departracnt

. NCAH/Alvin- Ailey Dance Project ;

of Education and the Alliance for:
Arts Education, which saw the .
potential of integrating the arts into
the education of the handicapped.
NCAH receives support from both
Federal and private sources.

This year's National Very Special

-Arts Festival in Washington, DC

will attract many celebrities. At the
first major festival at the Kennedy
Center.in 1979, such notable artists

.as Burl Ives, Andy Warhol and

Jamic Wyeth played large roles.

- This year, they are scheduled to

be joined by Alvin Ailey, Ronnie
Milsap and many others.
This year’s National Very special

Arts Festival will highlight the In-

tegrated Young Playwright's Pro-
ject, co-sponsored by NCAH and
the Young Playwright's Festival of
the Dramatists® Guild.

The National Committce invited
disabled and non-disabled students,
ages 12-18, from around the coun-
try to write scripts addressing an
aspect of disability in contem-
porary society, and several have.
been selected for performing during
the Festival. . . et

A series of workshops | -witlr
theater professionals took place
threughout .the ,year. to introduce
students to theart'.form -of play
writing, and it is planned to be an
ongoing project. -

Another key event at-the Festival
will be the debut of .the

for the -Blind and Visually-

L

~ WASHINGTON, DC
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occasion, and !1 visually-impaired
and blind students wiil! show that

sight js not essentjal ‘to’ inspiring :
dance as they perform on the Ken- .

nedy Center stage. - '~ o

During the Hast decade, -'_:cach

statc has develoipcd its own Very °
Special Arts Programs, with over ,

440 local art fes
dicapped held
estimated by
Organization on

ivals for the han-,

‘annually. It js-
the National

Disability that 35

million Americans have significant

- disabilities..
The National G
recently opened

ornmittee also has
an office in The

Hague, Netherla

nds, as part of its

expanding international horizons.
This year to 'cioincide with the
. See Arts With Halndicapped. Pg. lrl‘

!
l
|
r

Impaired. Alvin Ailley supervised
the performance specifically fo? the

‘Ronnla Milsap, Country Music
Star. . ST

»

sculptor Robert Berks,

C- Arts ‘With The Handicapped

Festival, an International Seminar
on Arts and the Handicapped will
be held in cooperation with the
Organization of American’ States.
-Educators and artists|from over 50
countries, from China to Tobago,
will attend to share and exchange
knowledge of arts programs.
Closer to home, Ifhe National

Committee has joirwed with the

American Federation| of Teachers .

to form Project REA? (Retirement
with Enrichment, the Arts and Pur-
pose). Project REAP|taps the rich
and varied talents| of retired
educators and othe members of the
community and trains{them to pro-
vide arts activities for disabled
children. .

The model project has been in-
itiated during the last|two years in
five major American| cities: New
York, Chicago, iami, Los
Angeles and Wshington, DC. Led
by Bebe Bernstein, Na:tional Coor-
dinator of Project REAP, retired
volunteers are a vital| part of the
National Very special Arts
Festival—stressing t'n(i significant
contributions that’ retired persons
can make to the world of arts for
disabled people.

One of the most unusual NCAK

programs for the visually-impaired
is currently being developed by
whose.

From Pg. ’

works include the monumenta
head of John F. Kefinedy in th
foyer of the Kennedy Center anc
one of Albert Einstein on th
grounds of the National Academ;
of Sciences in Washington, DC. A
traveling exhibition entitlec
“Touch and Be Touched” will in -
clude about 30 of Berks' bronz
sculptures. The blind will have the
chance to learn the visual art:
through touch, thereby extending
their skills and perceptions.

To accompany the new exhibi.
tion, the artist will provide s
recorded narration, first explaining
how best to “‘read’* a sculptured
portrait through touch, then
guiding the visitor through a per-
sonalized tour of his works on
display. .

Sculptures of Martin Luther
King, Jr., Ernest Hemingway and
Robert Kennedy will make **Touch
and Be Touched” a iesson in
history as well as in art.

A decade ago, the National Com-
mittee, Arts with the Handicapped
recognized that disabled individuals
have much to teach the rest of
society. As the organization enters
its 10th anniversary year, it can
look back with satisfaction upen
the programs it has instituted to
Mnake this exchange of experience
possible. %

P
e
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Some 700 participants in the Na-
tional Very Special Arts Festival
(VSAF) will begin amriving on campus
this week as the National Committee,
Arts with the Handicapped (NCAH)
conducts the Festival in Washington,
D.C. May 23-26.

Gallaudet will host more than 700
disabled children and youth from all 50
states and more than 60 countries dur-
ing the Festival, which commemorates
the tenth anniversary of the NCAH. |
The event is a celebration of artistic
works by disabled and non-disabled
children and youth. '

Between 700 and 1,000 celebrants
are expected to come to Washington,

- D.C. to share their accomplishments in
the visual and performing arts. The
Festival will feature four days of perfor-
mances, arts exhibits and workshops at
the Kennedy Center.

In addition to serving as the host

Fesé;al brings participants to campus

site, Gallaudet will be represented at
the Festival itself. The Gallaudet
Dancers will perfform and conduct a
workshop for Festival participants. The

_group will perform at both an interna-

tional luncheon/reception at noon on
Wednesday, May 23 at the Organiza-
tion of American States and at a White
House reception at 2:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 24. .

Two KDES students, Brian Morris
and Raychelle Haris, are representing
the District of Columbia at the Festival.
MSSD students will perform at the
10:30 a.m. press conference at the
John F. Kennedy Center for the Per-
forming Arts on Wednesday, May 23
and at a special performance of
“Godspell” at MSSD‘bn Friday, May
25. .

A play written by MSSD junior Ter-
rylene Theriot will be produced and

. performed by professional actors at the

Kennedy Center on Friday, May 25.
Victoria Brown Clayman, instructor In
the Theatre Arts Department, will direct
the play. Theriot won a national com-
petition in playwrighting for her one-act
script, “Imagine,” a story of a young
deaf gitl who convinces a jaded old

. man that life is worth living.

The Festival will kick-off Wednesday
morning with a press conference. At
that time, both national and interna-

| tional Festival participants will be

registering on campus, where they will

be housed at Benson, Clere, Carlin

and Cogswell halls,
Campus tours are scheduled for
Festival coordinators and guests and

, district school representatives from 1 to

3 p.m. Wednesday. International
dignitaries will tour campus from 4 to 6
p.m. on Thursday.

Breakfast each morning and dinner a
each evening will be served iIn three
shifts in the campus Dining Hall.

On Thursday evening, a dinfer

continued on page 2

estival participants arrive this week

continued from poge 1
dance will be held from 7{to 10 p.m.
at the Fleld House. Room 116 of the
Field House will be used as a check-in
room for children’s belongings. The
small classtoom at the end of the

.. hallway will serve as the first aid/rest

area and will contain two cots and
several chairs. The large classroom will
serve as a reception area {or VIPs and
International guests attending the
dance.

Before the dance begins, the vinyl
floor covering the Field House floor
from graduation will be examined for
safety and accessibility to wheelchairs.
Should the covering be removed, all
persons attending the dance will be re-
quired to store their shoes)in the check
room before entering the gym.

On Friday, the MSSD production &f
“Godspell” will be performed at the
MSSD auditorium. The pedormance
will begin at 8 p.m.

A closing cereffiony willlbe held
. Saturday, May 26 at Elstad Auditori-

i um. The ceremony will bej held from 9

I8

to 10:00 a.m. and will feature perfor-
mances by three Festival participants
and the Washington, D.C. Police

. Department Band. Certificates will also

be presented at this time.

The Mayor's Special Events Task
Force has set up a command post at
Gallaudet during the Arts Festival. The
Command Post will operate 24 hours a
day and will handle any emergency
situations that may arise among the
Festival participants housed on campus.
The phone number for the Command
Post Is x5775.

Until Frday, May 25 at § p.m., all
medical emergencies involving Festival
participants will be handled by staffers
at the Gallaudet Infirmary. After that
time, emergency situations will be
handled through the Communications
Center by medical personnel available
through the city’s Commission on
Public Health.

For further information about the
Very Special Arts Festival, contact the
Festival campus office, 409 Benson, at
x5699. :

i
f
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;'Am:l Jamie Wyeth created this poster celebratin
ional C

; the tenth

g the National Very Special Arts Festival and

y of the N

Arts with the Handicapped.
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RAPID CITY S.D. (AP) -_ Ben
- Wicks' eyes twmkled as he talked

-, about " his upcommg trxp to '

. Washlngton, D.C, |

Thursday, the ! i15-year-old Rapld

g * City boy will represent South Dakota *

. at a national arts festival with the .

- songs he has written. If he’s lucky,

- he will hear singer Ronny Milsap "
+"perform one of his songs, and he will”

" sing for other youngsters gathered ..

Pl g

for the National Very Speclal Arls :
Festival, :
“"["have no ldea what I sing;""

. Ben said recently. “I wrote one
- song, lyrics and music, but that i one ’
. is personal for now. I wrote Iyrics to-
" the theme of Young and Restless

We sent flve or s'Lx songs m on’ a

. tape ”"

- Ben is paralyzed due to a genetrc

disorder of the nervous system call-
" ed neurofibromatosis.

* It started slowly nearly three years
ago, with occasional stumbling ."
and falling. Exploratory surgery

discovered tumors growing on Ben’s -

spine which can’t be removed. They
. : .A .

“were mahgnant

.. Ben soon found xt nnpossxble to : four kids in &
manage a crutch arid an armload of.:' supposed to

halr doesn__’t dampen

splrlt

15-year-old S D songwriter. ..

h room. Boys are not =

“books at a Rapid.City. junior high # after 10 at night. I found out the hard

.‘school. By

~.school was out he was m a wheel
chaxr N

. stop the growth of the tumors.

There 1sn’t a. cure for neuroﬁ .Ben said. -
bromatosrs, and there’s no way.to-"!
“The,'they turn' 21, But Ben' ‘doesn’t talk

Christmas, he was on the - .way,” he grinned,’
-.Homebound program. By the’ time-

** “T'm in the eighth or ninth grade. -
You get placed|in classes as you pro- ..
. gress, so I spen

Kids can staly at the school untll

.onlyfeeling I have .left,is in ;my “about the future much’ ‘beyond the

face,"Bensaxd IR
-He has enough control fon hand
togmdehlswheelchalr"« YRR
~He "now attends®. the." Crlppled
“Children’s Hospxtal and School in
SlouxFalls b g

l -A._
.r

-‘Ben takes a hghthearted attrtude chords on the

Y

,tnp to Washmgton
i With the enc
¥ therapist Chen Ortman, Ben began
-;to -compose own® songs' ‘“‘She -
helps me a little with the words and "
music,”: Ben said., ‘‘She picks out -’
itar. She’d strum, .

toward his condition.  He - refers to :;and I'd pick a lchord. She writes it

_himself as“out of order,
‘his problems lmowledgeably,

P " not crippl- “down ‘Then we
'_ ed or handicapped. He talks about !

and .;earn him the-
» his ‘storiesof life ‘at the Cnppled which includes

ut it all together.’{

nre ‘good enough 'to
trip’ to -Washington, .,
preakfast on Capitol

The 'songs w

Children’s Hospital and School are S Hill* -with,, ‘members- of - Congress, . .

full of friends and humor.. .-
“We live in dormitories. On the
floor I m on, there are eight rooms,
/‘e.}. ST AN

. talks about it,

e

“:“lunch on the White House . .lawn,
-at.. the- Kennedy .

performances
Center -and . warkshops w1th the
. stars..\ . Lot
" His dark eye

sparkle when he
ut, like any teen-'

"+ four for girls lInd four for boys, with
a

in the girls’ rooms ;-

«

L

Y

d part time in each,”, :'

(5
-
i
i

uragement of music

ager, he tries to lay it cool. With the

; -small but eloquent shrug he can still
z-manage, Ben said, “The music is
-"OK. It’s just so ething I do in my
spare time, wh
glrls AR .

Cp

I'm not chasing "
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ERY SPECIAL: The National Committee, Arts for 3
i ks its 10th anniversary tonight *
with the opening of the National Very Special Arts #
Festival, featuring programs for more than 750 disabled}:
children from the United States and abroad visiting the
Kennedy Center and Gallaudet College. The NCAH is an
educational affiliate of the Kennedy Center. .
A fireworks display over the Potomac caps tonight's gala
opening program at the Terrace Theater, which includes
. performances by the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theatre
* Project for theBlind, Blackstone'the Magician-and blind
v yeniesio w7 country - singer Ronnie
oo i -+ 7 Milgap.” The week also
~+ "% includes & * visit *from
©,%* " “The -Little Ambassa-
“ 7+ dors of Shanghai” 27+
%=.9 . singers, dancers and mu-
B~ +. . sicians ages 7 to 16, the
372 A -first children’s perform-
\ NS Ve e, 52V ing arts group from the
A e T People’s  Republic - of
R q’d,/_" A Uy China ever to tour ﬁ;e"
22 " i} = '_“» "y\ : United States, - -
' v ., On Friday, 17-year-
+." old Terrylene Theriot, a =
iz’ . - student at the Model 3
v+ . Secondary “School for
‘ - the Deaf at Gallaudett
7y~ College, will see her one- 3¢
g ... act play, “Imagine” %
8y ' |presented at the Terrace
W' . % ¢ Theater,with a cast that 3
ot ¥ Wg o . features actor George
ket , 'GP TSt Segal.’ Theriot’s play 18:‘:
IRt place wimnr of 2
' o . anew NCAH/Dramatist %
L »P_oqterfor the NCAH}:&IMI Guild writing program.ﬁ
» : Also scheduled for Fri- %
day is a group of workshops with guest artists Edward Vil- é
.lella, Andy Warhol and Jamie Wyeth, who painted this

AR I F A OSSPSR P E

ALIARP AL,

yee 1 g ‘ .
1 year’s festival poster. #::, 7= ; R A VL R ST I
O e b8 PR RR R
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1A Presidential Documents .

v

Proclamation 5196- of May 20, 1964

National Arts With 't'lie:mH,_gpdigappe.d_We,ek, 1984

By the President of the Uniled States| of America

A .Proclamation .

Art flows from and nourishes the human ‘spirit. Through art, we learn to
understand ourselves and our potential. For disabled people, the creative
experience—whether -as artists, audienices, educators, or students—is an es-
sential part of leading a full and productive life. It is an important means fox
the disabled to be integrated into the mainstream of educational and cultural
programs as well. ' : ' : ‘

Therefore, it is critical that our cultural institutions, educators, and communi-
ties strive to assure that disabled people can participate fully in the arts. The

National Committee Arts with the Handicapped, an educational affiliate of the
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, is dedicated to extending
opportunities for such participation. It gonducts education programs in all fifty

. States, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Funded by both the public
““and privaté sectors, the Committee ig celebratirnig its tenth anniversary this

year. To mark this achievement, the Committee is sponsoring a very 'special -
arts festival during the week of May 20, 1984, in .Washington, District of
Columbia. - ' ' : ‘ :

In recognition of the importance of the arts in enriching the lives of disabled

persons and in celebration of the work of the National Committee Arts with
the Handicapped, the Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 220, has designat-
ed the week of May 20, 1984, as “National Arts with the Handicapped Week"
and authorized and requested the Pregident to issue an appropriate proclama-

Ction. -

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States of

America, do hereby proclaim the week of May 20, 1984, through May 26, 1984,
as National Arts with the Handicapped Week. I encourage- the people of the

‘United States to observe the week with appropriate ceremonies, programs and

activities. : ' ' :

"IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have hereunto set my hand this 20th day of May,

in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of the Independ-
-ence of the United States of America the two hundred and eighth.
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?'Broadway durmg
the Truman years
here have been 5o -

Cc many scholarly exami-

: nations of the Truman .
! presidency that we
wanted to add Broadway’s view,

says Michael Montel, the dxrector
-of “Hello, Harry!” a look at musi-
cal theater during the Truman -
years. The revue will be presented -
in the Baird Auditorium of the ]
Smithsonian’s National Museum of .
Natural History Friday evening, -
June 1, and Saturday afternoon .
"and evening, June 2. ..

' According to Mr. Montel, the -
* Truman years,were a golden time
on Broadway. Asked why, he
reels off a list of shows that will be
- included in his retrospective '
entertainment — “Carousel,”

Dolls,” “One Touch of Venus,” = -
“Bloomer Girl” “Finian’s Rain-- -
bow” and “Call Me Mister” The -

revue’s title is taken from Ethel "

‘Merman s brassy telephone calls -
i t? the presxdent in thxs last show :

s W

- ‘the times in which they were.cre- .

-¥Joday there is a more serious -
.respect for the musical theater, as
- ..one of our true native art forms,”
++ he says. Musicals have been
‘underrated in the past, he thmks, :
". because they were so commer- .

money has gotten tighter and
. ‘musicals have to fight for survwal,

. ‘will be Judith Blazer, familiar to’
* Smithsonian audiences from past -
_ shows and from her appearances . ,‘

"'Another face that soap opera fans
... will know is Larry Campbell, seen
on “The Doctors.” Also starring -

fMusxéals tell a great.deal ébdut

.* ated, Mr. Montel believes.

cially successful. “Now tha;the .' .

- they’re more respectable.” «."
Performing in “Hello, Harry'"

on TV's “As the World Turns.”

will be Maureen Brennan, last.
seen locally in “Little Johnny

- :Jones;” and Stephen Lehew, fea-

“Annie Get Your Gun,” “Guys and . tyred in the Broadway revival of -

:» “Brigadoon,’ another 'Ik'uman-era
-musxcal . ! -

‘m’ember's For llilt:(;rmation and V
B 'reservanons, call 357-3030. .

L Agrts festival honors -
U

le of handicapped

he National Very Special
_Arts)] Festxval sponsored
by the Natxonal Committee
on Arts with the

T 1H ndicapped, opened last night at
- the Kennedy Center and continues
; 'th ough Sunday. Activities con-

ue through the weekend at the
nnedy Center, Gallaudet Col-
*lege, the Organization of

- Arherican States building and the
“* - White House, where such artists
" as|Alvin Ailey, Burl Ives,

: Bonnie Franklin, Ronnie Milsap
.and Andy Warhol celebrate the
-achievements of the handlcapped
-in the arts.

morrow at varlous 1ocat10ns
}; oughout the Kennedy Center,
articipants from all 50 states will

',?;pr sent programs in the visual -

; arts, dance, song, mime and

Tlckets to "Hellé Harry'" are’

) +drama, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The
. $10 for Smithsonian Resident .- .

“-Assocxatej»and$12 fornon- + - )
FRE00 B v S M ORI

L F stival activities are open to the
genera! public, free of charge. - !
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Ronnie Milsap By James A. Parcell~The Washinglon Post

e

lesap 5 C

j WPauieHendrlckson

" Ronnie Mllsap has been blind since blrth

“Daydreams About. Night Things (in the
Middle of the Afternoon)” were soon to cre-
ate their own rocket rides. .

So here he is, a decade later, rich as Croe-
sus, with three Grammys and 25 No. 1 hits
and who-knows how many other Country

. Music Association awards in his pocket,

‘standing in a room.at the Kennedy Center.

- Is he happy? Who could really say, even
“'Ronnie? “Sometlmes there’s just no time,” he
" says quxetly

A Long Way From Carolma

“and wealthy since “Pure Love.” Who could -
.iforget that spme-shnvenng, plamtlve, Caro- :
- lina-mountain-boy voice coming over the
_axrwaves for the first time, in 1974, singing,
,no, moving the people, not to say the com-:
.'petition, right off the radio? Ronnie wasn’t
- long out of the State School for the Blind in
) Ralelgh then, and suddenly he seemed 99
“‘and 44/100ths percent pure gift. Megasellers
~like “I'm a Stand-by-My-Woman Man” or - -

e
B
5

L the Blind Slnger Looks Back

Is he perspiring? You bet. Oodles of sweat
noodles are everywhere about him—beading -
on his nose, rolling down his ears, sending‘
small streams into mighty rivers that run out
at the cracks of his lips. '

His huge, dark glasses are studded in both
lenses with a glittery but tasteful little “RM.”
You got some dough, why not wear it? The *
blue suede coat and the violet shirt and the

* big gold monogrammed belt buckle aren’t

bad, either.

His right eye isn’t real Surgeons at Duke
University Medical Center took it out four |
years ago. The news came over the wires that
Ronnie was awake and joking all during the 1
105-minute operation.

Fame always has its brutal costs, and one
of them is that you don’t own yourself any-
more. Somebody named'Tom is trying to
fluff up Ronnie’s down-to-the-nape hair,
which has gone limp under all this unexpect-
ed May humidity and an 81]' conditioner on

See MILSAI’ D3 Col. 1
£, 4o B5
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A good sign
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{7 } ASSOCIATED PRESS |
Pertoiidtrs from the Gallaudet Dance Company 4t the Gallaudet
School for the Deaf talked in sign uage to Nancy Reagan at a

reception yesterday in Washington. The reception
to the Very Special Arts Festival for the handicapp

o,

was connected
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terrific "effort, the
words come *pumping
. : ut: “What -I've seen
is...incrediblel” ’

Laureen Summers, handicapped
from birth by cerebral palsy and

now a D.C. counselor to the.|

handicapped, is stating what to her

has become the obvious, Participa-.

tionintheartscan, indeed, produce
wonders for the disabled.

But if you want to see for your-
self, visit the Kennedy Center

. between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. today,

when more than 750 special
youngsters from around the world
will present programs in the visual -
arts in the 10th annual National

.| Very Special Arts Festival. ..

Mrs.”Summers, a 36-year-old:
.Takoma Park mother of a 5-month-
.0ld daughter, will be there working
‘her loom and offering her woven
iproducts for sale. “I'm excellent:
‘with the color” she says, “although
I'm still a bit crooked with the

_edges.”

- The somewhat feisty a‘nd'inde-
Ppendent Mrs. Summers cringes-

" when a visitor calls her “a victim”

i’of her disabling disorder. As a

als v A
. LN

AT ]

Fith what seems like a |- -

,“peer counseling coordinator” with

' I?ro?page 1B

the District of Columbia Services

for Independent Living, she cur- -
rently works with 20 handicapped "~
persons ranging between ;l}e_ ges -

of 18 and 60. )

. "A lot of them have give up."-

when they first come to us,” |she

explains. “They’ve been told so
often — even by their own parents!
—what they cannot do. They'vehad .

to deal with schools that focus on
therapy, not skills. They've_'b|een,

told that they’re nothing, forget it,  :

go mjake brooms.somewhere.”- | -~ . they would just sit home and watch .’

?A'ﬂash of anger overcomes ei‘-; :
face: “How would you feel. if you °

were constantly told things like

confidence? Every human being is

TR - -
. basis for everything else_ that fol-
i . lows! o R

" The enthusiastic Mrs. Summers

"~ recalls how she dealt with her own
. handicap: “I was not allowed by my
‘. parents to be discouraged. They

B

were Bohemian artists living . in’
Greenwich Village at the time and
1 just fell into art because I was -

:: around it all the time: -+ ! -
.. “-What seemed to come naturally

" to Mrs. Summers — who also works
" with The National Committee, Arts

" for the .Handicapped, an educa-
" tional affiliate of the Kennedy Cen-
" ter—is now what she tries to impart

to her support group. - .
“Without the arts in their lives,

-"TV:or roam the streets,” she says.

“Sadly, some give up'and leave.’

- Mostly the younger people,”oddly

' “Working with the arts” she
n .

adds, “they are doing someth

4
they want to do, not something they '

have to do. Once they get involved,,
they gain confidence and will ga on

) tci other things. The arts are the

that? What would it do to your sglf- . : enough, although I don’t know why -

this is so.”When‘they drop out, I

creative, if only given the chande. . * - wonder what I'm doing wrong.

Celebrity guests schediled to.
participate in today's ‘workshops
include Ronnie Milsap, Jamie .
Wyeth, Andy Warhol, Edward Vil-
lella, Burl ‘Ives, Alvin Ailey, -
"Blackstone:the Magician, Geri-
Jewell, ;the 'Ugited StreetForce,-

L

¥

others. =i

& S A n
.- with"Eddie-Fernandeg, &%Ta_}/«\

oa
»

A LN A
- "-Also appearing th 'oughm'tlt ‘the

+2 Kennedy- Center:are-[The ;Marlton

+-%.8ign Company, a group of de~‘a‘f and .
- i hard-of-hearing "California si't;{'

v dents "who "'will present a multi-n

"' media show entitled *

ts;” a band

*".of mentally retarded children from
", »'Colorado doing a “Gp Hawaiian”
-* = number; and a troupe of mentally
..+ handicapped Kentucky students

.- presenting a dance program.
. .» “Thefestival was opened Wednes-
“day morning at the Kerjnedy Center

.* by Jean Kennedy Smith, founder of
* ;. the'committee. A luncheon and all-

.., day workshop at the Organization

:.- of American States, whose partici-
" . pants included Sen. [Edward M.

¢ Kennedy, D-Mass., was followed by

~*-; Omega Watch Corp. *

*.-an evening dinner, concert and fire-
: works display at the Kennedy Cen-
< ter pjhat was co-sponspred by the

. Yesterday, Nancy Reagan émd
Tony Randall hosted a Ehite House

: lawn performance an
. lowed by a dinner da)

party, fol--
ce at Gal-’

* laudet College, where many of the-
_participants have been staying.

f-until the festival ends tomorrow. .
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youngsters
at festival -
for dlsabled

he first row of seats for a
sold-out evening at the .#%
. Kennedy Center that fea
. tured singer Ronnie Mil
‘sap, actresses Bonnie Franklin-
.and Marian Ross, Sen. Edward
Kennedy, D-Mass., and his son
Teddy, were left mostly empty.

. The velvet chairs were .
unneeded by the young, very spe- )
cxal guests attending the :
‘opening gala for the Natxonal
Committee, Arts withthe — .-
Handicapped (NCAH) Very Spe-
“cial Arts Festival. They were m
thexr own wheelchairs, "

= The blind, the deaf, the mute,
the mentally retarded youths from

i
’
I

_three-day festival of perfor-

- mances, workshops and demon- E
' strations with
- non-handicapped youths. and
adults at the Kennedy Center. ;
* A poignant moment during last
Wednesday s gala came seconds "
after Sen. Kennedy told the chil-
[ dren sitting in the first few -
' rows that they possessed the one
quality his brother, President John
.Kennedy, and the writer Ernest )
- Hemingway admired most' cour-
‘age.
- “They admired the quahty of
' courage because they thought -
without that quahty noothers

Very Special

" nedy talked about in ‘Profiles of .%

"across the nation had shared a -

¢ - tonight. I reject the term o
: handicapped”. - - - NN

" with equal courage. He really is"55'R

an epitome of what President Ke

Courage. He's President Ken- .
nedy’s nephew and my son, Tedd

Then the younger Mr. Kenned
spoke ina strong and - -
confident voice:

“To succeed in one thing,” said.
the handsome, curly-haired 23-
year-old, standing alone on the X
stage, “it makes one able to tran-, i
scend any difficulty in life. We areI{
celebrating ability, not disability,}i

RO E

He then walked off stage whe
he shook the hand of his father, .
who then embraced him in a hug
and stepped back to applaud him.
Eleven years ago, Edward Ken- - :
nedy Jr. lost his right leg to bone -
cancer.

The fireworks after the perfor—
mance and before the reception .-
were courtesy of Phyllis
Wyeth, wife of painter Jamie - ,
Wyeth. “Bill Lyman [pyrotechnic :
coordinator for the Garden State
Fireworks, The Santore Bros.
company] is a good friend of my-

husband’s. He asked me if he
could do the fireworks for my
birthday. I said, ‘No, instead could
you do them for my kids?' " Mrs.., :
Wyeth, crippled in an car accident >
many years ago, has been - e’--’_ .
working for the NCAH for the past .
eight years. : :
“We feel that the arts are “
another dimension, another way of
communicating with these chil- =~
dren,” explained Jean Kennedy
Smith, who founded NCAH. “It’s’
particularly important because
they feel isolated. They need a
feehng of becoming part of the
mainstream.

were possible,” he said, before ~Pholo by Kevin T, GIbGriThe Washingion s imes. “Plus, they learn self-respect,
introducing a “young boy who “Happy Days" star Marian Ross reacts to the fireworks exploding over the ) self-confidence because they can
lfaced adversity and advantage Kennedy Center at a receptlon for the Very Special Arts Festival. create things." _. Lisa McCormack

-~ o A S
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Some Georgetown Friends of
NCAR:

Fendrick Gallery

Flair Graphics

La Galerie D' Art
Martin Gallery

The Best of Everything
The Moss Portiolio
The Picture Show

Wish to Salute

THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE,
ARTS FOR THE HANDICAPPED

an educational affiliate of the
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts

upon the occasion of its
10th Anniversary Celebration and the

NATIONAL VERY SPECIAL ARTS FESTIVAL 3

May 23-28
at the Kennedy Center in Washington, O C.

3
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. .- Wednesday .
- National Very Special Arts '
Festival. May 23-26. Disabled *
children, youth and adults will
display their accomplishments in, .
the visual and performing arts at .

: the Kennedy Center and other: .. -

, locations around the city. The::
National Committee, Arts for the *
Handicapped. For information call
332-6960, TTD 293-3989. .- ..
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: . - dividuals -to act on issues affecting .~ - F%"ter. parents are - offered a
' Even _ln Summer 9 ~-the homeless; has worked with thg »monthly board rate to cover the basic.:
i ' """ DJC. Mental Health Administration . chil care costs, as well as medical ;
. The HOmeleSS + .\ Yo provide training and support for. %" and bill payments. There are In-ger-
S .+ -+ i shelter staff, and. has performed -7, Vice training and support groups for
: N ee d Sh elt er - - . manyother advocacy duties, . ' % .7 thos who volunteer,:’a_nd volunteers
- ST I you would like to be a contact - = may |be single or married, employed
§ ' o ! 7. person for the coalition in your comi- . outsitle the home, ornot, ~ . -
.. And what of the homeless in sum- “iponity or church,” volunteers are - “If You would like to offer this In-
~mer? Are they only a seasonal con-. -~ neéded for the network and outreach - val ]ble_service, call 558-2131 for de-

K

cern? S T b, Congrogations,  pien ¢
The Coalition for the Homeless re- *_- PO8" Breg )

' ports that there is a general percep o o other organiz%tiorclls can,];‘)in Arts Festival ' .
A " the coalition, as can individuals, For T . .

" tion that the homeless need 1o shel- " more information on. the types- of: - fo?ﬁla:)é ;21 ghiﬁgcs‘;f dgye?:f &Fm

, Yer or support services ‘during the ; membership which help support the . Festival, at the RestonC iy

+ ummer months, but that this simply, - coalition, write to the office at LIV .- et ed to intesrate thz :

, 18" not true. This -misperception .. St.'NW, Room 303, Washington, ' ; Qb dgn d nonh %" d
causes some serious financial prob- D L5, a o wih. ... ».chandicapped and non-handicappe )

" lems for the coalition, and manpower © " r <PV, R ; young and old, through the arts ex- :
“shortages for its services.l. dd * Flea Market A ;Pe;‘l::;e.l'o a..m o "4'pm thore will

Volunteers are urgently needed to .~ 8t. Ann’s Infint ‘and Maternity .. - s

- work in the office of the Coalition for * Hosme will be the beneficiary of a ey 2: a Ifull ﬂx;ggraﬁlt of-agltl:lsﬁs{ o :eil; :
. the Homeless, at 1419 -V St. NW. “market to be held today, 11 am. to 4. fres. Tiho ce.r:nt.:r o ?H tersSW vods.
There are various jobs open — gen- - .pm," at * 4901 Eastern = Avenue, Ple o Call 708 a7 68450()“"‘ ¥ 00aS
“eral office assistance, informing the - Hyattsville. The Seton Guild, a sup-; <= aza- C¢ - I '
. public on shelters and available sup- . ‘port volunteer service for the home, Summer Scene o
port services, collecting data -service - Wil offer a variety of handmade. ™ Teeqs 13 to 17 are invited to. be- -
providers, writing and reseaching items, attic treasures, bakery gaods, * come Summer vulunteers with the
material for papers. Call Linda Stew- . a3 well ‘as lunch. Admjssion is 'free . Fairfax County Chapter of the Amer-

..grf&flt32§-1184: . diate h for and so is parking, < *- it 33 " ican Red Cross. The teen volunteer
0 raise some immediate cash for service |has a variety of jobs available,

the coalition, volunteers will hold a - 'Iloxngless_Childreh'- S ‘to suit your taste and interest. To set
fund-raising car "wash, Satl’xrday, - Arlington may be a high-rent dis- ~'Up an appointment-for an interview,
‘June 23, at 10 a.m,, at St. Paul’s and trict, as they say, like so many of our - or to check out the job list, call the

Augustine Church, 15th and V. subruban areas, but the Social Ser- Office of Volunteers at 501.8091.. |
Streets NW, ., vices Division faces - many typical’ ' » :

The. coalition has been active in * metropolitan problems™— such “as . Symr er Homes ch '
helping to establish overnight shel- abandoned or homeless children'who - :* The- Foreign - Student * Service
ters and- programs for homeless men,  need fostercare, - ¢ Y. % .- .Councilljs again looking for housing
women and' families during the day; . The division can outline a variety " * space for the foreign students and -
has testified at District budget hear-* -of instances in which .children be-' - teacherd who flood the metopolitan

.ings as to the need for continuing' come homeless and in'need of tem-* area in the summer months. If you
city-operated shelters and city fund- . perorary care, and the staff has de- ...have a 3pare room in your home or;
ing for private shelters; has built an . veloped a foster «are’ service, for’ apartmeht and would like to rent it,
advocacy network of community” . which single or married: persons can - or offer it in exchange for service, call
groups, church congregations and l.n-l,i.’..-'volunteér,'{ S R MR :232-4979 for details,: -, SR

TR UL | L - ]
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Ne wsmakers

Handicapped Children Footloose on White House Lawn

—Nancy Keagan, playing hostess
to a star-studded afternoon gala on
the White House lawn in honor of
handicapped children in the arts,
tomg%mgsters, “There
really is nothing that's impossible.”
Her comment came after a spectac-
ular finale of break dancing by cast
members of the movie “Breakin’,”
starring Eddle (Handyman) Fer-
nandez, a partially paralyzed youth
who threw away his metal crutches
and spun around the South Lawn
stage on his head like a dervish. An
earlier act featured deaf dancers
from Washington, D.C.'s, Gallaudet
College who performed to a disco
beatf. “My head hurt a little bit a few
times, but you're great,” the First

Lady told :the performers, who .

included magician Harry Black-
stone Jr., actress Bonnie Franklin,
folk singer Burl Ives and actors
George Segal and Tony Randall.
The handicapped children, some of
whom are performers, were in
Washington for ‘a festival for the

10th anniversary of the National

Committee Arts for the Handi-
capped. founded by Jean Kennedy
Smith, sister of the late Presxdent
John F‘ Kennedy.

—Retired Adm. Hyman G. Rick-

over announced that 54 American
high school students and five from
Israel will be given a chance this

summer to learn mathematics and-

science from distinguished teachers

BERNIE BOSTON / LosAng!ln'ﬁma
Eddie (Handyman) Fernandez takes a spm at the Whlte House.

and scientists. “These will be out-
standing future research scientists
and engineers,” Rickover said.
“They will return to their home
schools as role models.” The stu-

dents will study at the Xerox Inter-
" ynational Center for. Training sand
Management Development in L2es-
burg, Va. The program is sponsored

*by the Admiral H.G.. Rlckover

Foundation.

~—Cincinnati's newest celebrity,
on a one-month loan from San
Diego, arrived sleepy-eyed, strug-
gled to stay awake during a brief
news conference, then settled in;at a
special glass-enclosed home ihat
includes all the *bear” necessi-
ties—a shower, personal tree and a
refrigerator full of eucalyptus
leaves. “They wake up and they go
back to sleep,” koala keeper Valerte
Thompeon told the news medm.
*That’s pretty much it.” Zoo
spokeswoman Carleen Kearns #aid
Walt the koala, in town from_the
San Diego Zoo to help out a drive by
the Cincinnati Zoo for its Animal
Conservation Fund, has fresh euga-
lyptus leaves flown in every three
days. Because of them, “He smells
like a cough drop,” she said. Other
social events include a black-tie
dinner, where benefactors can get
their pictures taken with Wait for
$1,000 each. .

-J ENNINGS PARRO’I’T‘
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Acior George Segcl shares @ hoppy moment
playwrlght Terrylene .Theriot, 17, of Chicago, Ill., in the
lobby of the Kennedy - Center in Washlngfon.

:‘Deaf féen-oge.g‘irlli'wr'ite_s W'q_nn'ing play

- ByROBERT M.ANDREWS
Associated Press Writer

|

© WASHINGTON — Not only is-

Terrylene Theriot a flashy dancer,
i but her very first effort as a play-
wright won first prize in a nationwide
competition and received. .its world
premiere at the Kennedy Center last

- week, starring actor Géorge Segal.
- Before all the hard-luck chorus

§girls and dramatists of this world |

: -begin weeping with envy, it must be

said that Terrylene. a 17-year-old
'hxgh school junior, has been deaf

. (sincebirth.

But her eyes shine with so many
bright dreams .— and the pluck to
make them come true — that her
triumph at the Kennedy Center’s
National Very Special Arts Festival
for the handicapped, which ended
:Saturday, seems only a foretaste of
t.hmgst.o come.

s Actually, she says, her words tum- -

:bling out excitedly in sign language,

2T wanted to be & singer, but I really
.couldn’t do that, so I decided to be a
dancer "

1]

wi;tl'i -'"de:éif.

Terrylene s !

sil L

> ONE OF FIVE children bornto a _
>oor couple in Chicago — the entire -
family is deaf —Terrylene was about
4 when she was struck by the beauty
‘of 2 woman dancing on television. 1
ran and got my mother,” she said.
"She turned the volume up loud and I

;suddenly reahzed that musxc went .

Ywithit.”
{7 She invented dance steps before the
mirror in her room, humming her
own music in her head. Her parents
couldn’t afford dancing lessons. She
did not attend her first formal dance
iclass until last summer, paid for with
'money saved from her allowance. -,
When volume is turned up to high
levels, Terrylene is able to pick up
.musxc rhythms.

i 'pri'z'e":vﬁhn'ir:\é play \

'. At a news conference opening the ",

four-day arts festival, Terrylene
vamped her way through a chorus
from “Godspell” with her fellow
students from the Model Secondary
Schoo! for the Deaf, a federally
finadced high school on the campus of
GallaudetCollege mWashmgton. -

TWO DAYS LATER 750 " handi-.

capped and non-disabled children and
teen-agers from every state and sev-
eral foreign countries -entertained

.audiences throughout the Kennedy

_“stage by Segal and three

during the center's

wos chosen to’ be’ performed by Segol
Ncmoncl Very Specna] Arts_Festival

whlch ended Saturdby.

PP S '._—-—.~. B BN

Center with song, dﬁnce, dramse
mime, handbells and paetry. Demor
stration workshops were held by sue
professionals as actress Gwe
Verdon, sculptor Robert Berks, arti:*
Jamie Wyeth and an
-dancetroupe.

The festival. was sponsored by tt
National Committee, Arts for tt
Handicapped, an educational affilia:
of the center founded 10{yearsago t
Jean Kennedy Smith, gister of Se
Edward M. Kennedy, D-Mass. .

““The arts should be| open to ¢
people,” Smith said in an intervier
*“This festival gives the handicappe.
who have a very debilitating depe
dence on otherpeople, the feeling thi
can ereate something Beautiful a;
worthwhile on their own, which e
hances ‘their lives and gwes t.he
confidence.” - =
. As winner of the festxval's youx
playwrights competition|from amor
53 entrants nationwide, Terryle:
saw her flrst play, a one-act dram
entitled “Imagine,” performed ¢
pther profe
sionalactors. - e :

Alvin Aile -

(AP Laserphoio)'

SHE WROTE THE play last fall i
her. .dormitory room,. drawing ‘o :
ideas that grew out of her forme -
pen-pal relationship with a Texa
pnson inmate abouttwice herage. -
““Imagine" is the story of the bud
‘ding friendship between a prisonet
and a deaf girl, his emotional isolation
and her lack of confidence, and how
they help each other break through
their self-imposed barriers. - R
“When they meet in the pnson.--_
visitors’ room," says Terrylene, “he
helps her build self-confidence, and
she helps him think more posmvely
about his life, to believe that lx!e
worth living,”
Terrylene has never met her real-
life Texas correspondent. In fact, she

P

. recently stopped writing him, at the

urging of friends and relanves who
said it was too dangerous. °.

But when they began exchangmg
letters, she told the prisoner that life
was meant to be filled with *“happi-

- ness, sharing, honesty and kindness.”

He wrote back to say no, that life was

I _pointless and boring.

. SHE GOT ANGRY, and got the 1dea
for the play. -
“He doesn't know what s happemng

" t6 me now, but he will,” she said, “]

_p_lan to send him a copy of the seript.”

—
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Very Special Arts
U.S.A. Month, 1985

A Proclamation

By the President of
the United States
of America
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Art is one of the most important forms of human expression. Whether as creators or as spectators,
Americans participate in the arts in some form almost every day, and their lives are made richer by this
activity. Art also brings us into contact with the rich aesthetic tradition of our civilization, while the
art of other cultures can be one of the best introductions available for those who want to learn more
about them.

The importance of art makes it essential that all Americans be able to make use of this unique
resource. The National Committee, Arts with the Handicapped, is an educational affiliate of the John
F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. During the past eleven years, it has served as the
coordinating agency for arts programs for disabled children, youth, and adults. The Very Special Arts
Program that it sponsors provides ongoing arts programs for many Americans with disabilities.

The Very Special Arts Program makes it possible for disabled Americans to participate in the arts and
enrich their lives in the same way as all other Americans. Through it, they can gain the opportunity for
self-expression within the context of our rich cultural tradition. This program deserves the support and
assistance of all Americans.

In recognition of the importance of arts education in the lives of everyone, including those with
disabilities, and in celebration of Very Special Arts Programs throughout the country, the Congress, by
Senate Joint Resolution 103, has designated the month of May 1985 as ““Very Special Arts U.S.A.
Month'" and authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this
event.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States of America, do hereby
proclaim the month of May 1985 as Very Special Arts U.S.A. Month. | encourage the people of the
United States to observe this month with appropriate ceremonies, programs, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth day of May, in the year of
our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of the Independence of the United States of America
the two hundred and ninth.



Dr. Ernest L. Boyer
Chair, VSA

The History of
Very Special Arts

“As children, we all learn the basic verbal
skills of reading, writing, speaking and listen-
ing. But just as important are the non-verbal
ways we send messages to each other: dance,
music, and the visual arts. For these enrich our
lives and make us more fully human.

“Very Special Arts has helped demon-
strate that the arts are a tool for learning.
Programs in the dramatic arts have led many
children, whether disabled or not, to be better
readers. Through music, many have learned to
count. Dance can teach physical coordination.

" The visual arts can improve fine-motor skills.

"*All children should be encouraged to tap
their imagination through the arts. As Margaret
Mead once said, ‘If we are to achieve a richer

culture, we must recognize the whole gamut of

potentialities.” Very Special Arts, by nurturing
the creative potential of disabled children and
aduits, has opened a door for all to enter the
cultural and educational mainstream of

society.”
Ernest L. Boyer
Chair, Very Special Arts
President, The Carnegie
Foundation for the Advancement
of Teaching

The goal of Very Special Arts (VSA) is this: to
enrich the lives of people who are disabled
around the world by encouraging creativity.
The achievement of this goai thereby enriches
the lives of their families, friends and communi-

_ties.

The first step toward achieving this ambi-
tious task was taken in 1974 with the creation
of the organization known today as Very Spe-
cial Arts. This step was made possible throdgh
funding provided by the Joseph P. Kennedy,
Jr. Foundation with the purpose of providing
creative participation for children who are
mentally retarded.

Its staff of two, an executive director and
a secretary, worked out of a small office in the
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing
Arts. From the beginning, the organization fo-
cused its efforts on one primary activity: the
“Very Special Arts Festivals.”” These events,
non-competitive but visible to the general pub-
lic, provide an opportunity for people with dis-
abilities to participate in music, dance, drama, -
creative writing and the visual arts. '

So strong was the nationwide response to
this effort that by 1977, the organization was
sponsoring 27 festivals around the country.



Although VSA continued to concentrate
its efforts on school-aged children and youth,
in 1978 it expanded its program again to make
the arts available to adults with disabilities, as
well. The success of VSA programs continued
to exceed all expectations. The result for the
rest of the decade was a steady increase in

““Very Special Arts has
opened a door for all to enter
the cultural and educational
mainstream of society.”’

VSA's ability to serve the disabled—both in
scope of projects undertaken and in the num-
ber of people which the organization became
able to serve.

No less significant was the growing matu-
rity of the organization’s philosophy. More and
more, VSA's ultimate mission became coopera-
tive rather than charitable. The Very Special
Arts approach to programming afforded dis-
abled participants the opportunity to have a
voice in the delivery and development of pro-
grams and services.

Coupled with the organization’s deepen-
ing dedication to integrating disabled people as

program “‘personnel,”” was the passage of Pub-
lic Law 94-142 (The Education of All Handi-
capped Children Act) in 1975.

This landmark legislation, as well as Sec-
tion 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
helped to enable VSA to break down barriers,
combat stereotypes and integrate the nation’s
disabled population into mainstream society on
alarger scale.

In this regard, VSA's new mission state-
ment in 1980 was revealing. It now challenged
itself to a much larger goal, aimed at a broader
constituency, and identified the arts as a viable
means of this integration:

VSA's mission is to assure that individuals with
disabilities have the opportunity to add value to
their lives through the arts, and to provide avenues
for people with disabilities to integrate into
society.

In the midst of this expansion, impending
budget cutbacks forced the organization to
make difficult choices. Rather than reduce the
funds it used in producing programs, it chose
to cut its overhead expenses by thirty percent.
The message was clear: If its larger goals were
to be achieved, new independent, private

support clearly would be necessary. To help
achieve this, a multi-faceted National
Awareness program was developed to increase
public knowledge of VSA’s achievements.

An integral part of this VSA function is to
provide its State and District organizations
with a broad range of services including annual
grants; a wide range of program development
training; public service materials for television,
radio and print media; and a computerized
communication network which provides the
organization with the most current data
regarding arts with handicapped populations.
Meanwhile, each organization develops its
own programs and builds its own public and
private partnerships.

By mid-decade, VSA programs were
operating in over 440 communities throughout
each of the fifty states, Puerto Rico, the District
of Columbia, and the Department of Defense
Dependents Schools—and through VSA
international programs, in 40 countries around
the world as well.



Jean Kennedy Smith,
VSA Founder

“The artist speaks to our
capacity for delight and wonder
. to the latent fellowship
with all creation . . . and to

the solidarity which binds
together all humanity.”

Joseph Conrad

Jean Kennedy Smith, founder of Very Special For her outstanding efforts with Very
Arts, currently serves on the VSA Executive Special Arts, Mrs. Smith has received numerous
Committee and as the International Chairperson citations, including the Spirit of Achievement
of the Very Special Arts Festival Program. Award from the New York chapter of the Na-

tional Women's Division of the Albert Einstein
College of Medicine of Yeshiva University, the
Jefferson Award for Outstanding Public Service
from the Institute for Public Service, the 1981
Margaret Mead Humanitarian Award from the
Council of Cerebral Palsy Auxiliaries, and the
1979 “Volunteer of the Year”” Award from the
People-to-People Committee for the Handi-
capped.

In a recent interview for UsA TODAY, Mrs.
Smith made clear the insight which constantly
renews her dedication to the work of Very
Special Arts:

“Last summer in Ireland, | saw a seventeen-year-
old boy who was blind. He was in a pottery class.

In addition to her work with VVSA, she He made an incredible face from clay—absolutely
supports other organizations which serve beautiful. | suppose in his hands, his fingers, he has
those with disabilities. She is a trustee for the o exra sense that RIS Vo B8 BT ¢
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing u; terstan t.hat bl A5 BT T B FaE HE

; ’ i " . r ave
Arts and in that capacity is chairperson of its - ng . 4 P

National Education Committee. She is on the
Board of Directors of the Kennedy Child Study
Center and the Carnegie Endowment for Inter-
national Peace.



Very Special Arts
Festival

A Very Special Arts Festival (VSAF) is a non-
competitive forum, living proof that the arts
have a unique power to stimulate learning
among the disabled. It heightens awareness of
that power among Festival participants and
their parents, educators, local businesses and
corporations, arts organizations, the mass
media, and the general community.

4 :
National Very Special Arts Festival participants
performing at the John F. Kennedy Center
for the Performing Arts.

Through workshops addressing every art
form held in neighborhood schools and in
other community settings, there is a year-long
effort to incorporate the arts into the experi-
ences of all people who are disabled—an effort
which culminates in the annual State and Dis-
trict Festivals.

““Not art for the sake of art,
but art for the sake of life.”’

Bernard Berenson

To celebrate the success and growth of
the local Very Special Arts Festivals, VSA
hosted the first National Very Special Arts Fes-
tival in 1979.

Certainly one of the most memorable of

these National Festivals was that held in 1984,

which served in part to celebrate the tenth an-
niversary of Very Special Arts. For four days,
W ashington, D.C., opened its doors to more
than 750 disabled Americans from all 50 states
and a host of international participants, admin-
istrators and educators. The Festival was sup-
ported totally by private contributions from
foundations, corporations and individuals.

The student and professional artists’
achievements were displayed through work-
shops, exhibitions and performances in the
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts and at
Gallaudet College. The premiere of participant
Terrylene Theriot's play, starring George Segal,
was held at the Kennedy Center. Participants
had the opportunity to meet each other and
exchange viewpoints and ideas. They took
tours of the city’s historic buildings and muse-
ums and attended a reception which included
a fireworks display over the Potomac River.

Of all these events, the highlight was the
concert held on the South Lawn of the White
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Burl Ives with National Very Special Arts
Festival participants performing on the South
Lawn of the White House.

House. There, the participants were welcomed
by the National Festival's Honorary Chairper-
son and the nation’s First Lady, Nancy Reagan.
The White House performance recognized the
VSA participants’ achievements in the arts and
provided a resounding vote of confidence in
the abilities of those involved.



““Let each become all that he was created capable of being,
and show himself in his own shape and stature,

be these what they may.”

Thomas Carlyle

Among the distinguished celebrity artists
who saluted the efforts of VSA participants
were Bonnie Franklin, Burl Ives, Ronnie Milsap,
Tony Randall, Gwen Verdon, George Segal,
and “The Muppets.”

An international seminar held in conjunc-
tion with this National Festival provided a
forum for the exchange of ideas and view-
points regarding issues facing disabled popula-
tions worldwide. The Organization of Ameri-
can States (OAS) and the international seminar
brought together administrators and educators
from Asia, Australia, Europe, Africa, the Carib-
bean, and Central and South America.

This seminar led directly to the creation of
Very Special Arts international programs and
thereby realized VSA's effort to spread its work
around the world—an effort begun in 1982
with the OAS, and expanded in 1983 through
a conference in Vienna with several European
nations.

The International Very Special Arts Festival
in 1989 brings together children, youth and
adults who are disabled from around the
world—all speaking the same language of art-
istic expression.

VSA Participant Profile:
Kenneth Mack

Kenneth Mack, son of a minister in Natchi-
toches, Louisiana, is thirteen years old. His
growth is impaired.

He is a boy who has had rare performing
experiences—singing for Pope John Paul Il and
President and Mrs. Ronald Reagan.

But to Kenneth, his most memorable en-

gagement was not singing for a person, but for
a symbol—the Statue of Liberty. The eyes of
the world turned to Kenneth as he sang “‘The
Star-Spangled Banner’ during the Opening
Ceremony of 1986 Liberty Weekend, comme-
morating the Statue’s renovation. In Kenneth's

own words: “Singing for ‘The Lady’ was one
of the greatest thrills of my life.”

On November 23, 1985, Kenneth repre-
sented the United States at Italy’s first Very
Special Arts Festival, which was attended by
7,000 people. The setting and audience could
not have been more special. Inside the Vati-
can’s Nervi Hall, Kenneth sang ““The Lord’s
Prayer” for the Pope, there to bless the Festi-
val's accomplishments.

Kenneth was only two years old when he
began singing for his father’s church services,
but now he leads the junior choir and recently
made a solo gospel recording. He credits the
development of his talents to his participation
in the program of Very Special Arts Louisiana.
In 1984 he sang at the World's Fair and also at
the White House for First Lady Nancy Reagan
in 1985. That year, he impressed television au-
diences and President and Mrs. Reagan with
his spirited rendition of “’Let There Be Peace
On Earth” on the NBC Christmas Special.

Kenneth’s mother has encouraged him to
find self-confidence and express himself
through his involvement in VSA programs. As
she phrased it, “"He just puts everything he has
into his music.”’



VSA Festival
in the Netherlands

In 1985, Very Special Arts Festivals took place
in countries around the world, including

France, Ireland, Belgium and Panama. One such

Festival was the first held by Very Special Arts
Netherlands.

It happened on the Twentieth of Septem-
ber, 25 miles southeast of Amsterdam, in the
lovely 12th-century town of Amersfoort.

For that day, Amersfoort’s mayor allowed
the large City Hall to be transformed into a

small village of art. Its auditorium became a the-

ater for drama, dance and cabaret, with its cor-
ridors turned into streets filled with stands ex-
hibiting the art of VSA participants.

The day was a celebration of coopera-
tion—with strong contributions by the artists,
educators, governmental and medical institu-
tions, as well as many Dutch business leaders.

Those at the Netherlands” National Televi-
sion Foundation, NOS-TVB, were so convinced
of the importance of these activities that they
produced and aired an hour-long documentary
demonstrating how
valuable arts can
be in enriching the
lives of people with
disabilities.

Bringing a
splendid touch of
royalty to the
occasion was the

ary chairperson,
Queen Julianna der
Nederlanden. But

Henk Hergarden
Chairman, Netherlands program

Foundation’s honor-

““Art bids us touch and taste
and hear and see the world.”’

Wi illiam Butler Yeats

the theme of the day was expressed by Henk
Hergarden, the Foundation’s chairman, who
said:

“Art does not know any limits. Art should be for
everyone. Let us work together to assure that this
is really true.”

Then it was Mayor Schreuder’s turn to put
that sentiment into heart-warming action by
his manner of opening the Festival. He walked
to the middle of the City Hall stage where
waiting for him was Corrie van Hugten, the
leader of “"De Raddraaiers,”” a team of Dutch
wheelchair dancers. Together, Miss van Hugt-
en and the mayor broke into an impromptu
dance—with one dancer afoot, the other on
wheels.

As the mayor stepped aside, the Rad-
draaiers performed their versions of European
ballroom and Latin American dances. Their for-
mations were intricate and professional. As
one observer put it, “They showed what fun
people can have while dancing—even when
restricted to a wheelchair.”




Very Special Arts
Special Projects

And so the day progressed, with cabaret,
improvisation, and marionettes. But of all the
performances, perhaps the most special was
that of “"The Hummingbird,”" a French theater
group from Lille, whose members range in age
from 19 to 30. All have mental retardation and
originally lived in institutions.

Now as a group they create their own
theatrical scenarios, direct their own produc-
tions, and design their own masks. They an-
nounced:

“Our goal is to explore all kinds of art that make
people mature, to make the public sensitive to the
art that is inside people who are different, and to
show that we are complete people and have
something to say.”

The repeated ovations, following their per-

formance, suggested they had achieved their

goal. One spectator, as he was leaving the the-

ater, told a journalist: “"Please, don’t talk to me
for a moment. What a performancel”’

To end the day’s activities, Conny Vink, a
leading Dutch singer, performed her nationally
famous song ““Samen’’ (“Together ") .

That theme was stressed afterwards by
one of the participants:

“Today, all of us were incorporated into the
normal process. And that's our goal: going
together. Everyone, disabled or not, deserves
respect and a place in society. "

Since its beginning, the organization has
conducted Special Projects—whereby VSA, in
conjunction with prominent organizations, has
created and promoted innovative model
projects designed to open new doors in the
arts. This important program includes the
following projects:

New Visions Dance Project. The Alvin
Ailey American Dance Center has made
enormous contributions to American culture.
Yet it may be that their most significant
contribution will be for students who cannot
see them dance.

Carol Penn
with participant
in New Visions

Dance project.




“If you could just show me what to dol!
Help me once, and then | can do it.”

Carlton Knowles
New Visions Dance Project for Students
who are Blind and Visually Impaired

It began several years ago as an idea in the Henry Fonda Young Playwrights Project. It In answer, Very Special Arts has begun an

mind of Alvin Ailey. He remembered a social
event:

“’Several people were bopping to disco music, and
I didn't know until later that they were blind. |
thought, "Wouldn't it be great if blind people
could always do this?" "

Today, that idea is becoming a reality.
VSA and the Alvin Ailey Dance Center began
working with a group of students from the
New York City Public Schools, a group that
one year later had its debut at the Kennedy
Center during the 1984 National Very Special
Arts Festival.

So that this technique can be replicated
anywhere, the Ailey Center, with help from
V/SA staff, has created a programming guide,
and the New York University Film School has
prepared a videotape. Already, visually dis-
abled students in New York, Des Moines, Kan-
sas City, Alabama, Florida, Washington, D.C.,
and other sites are learning from professional
dancers how to express themselves through
movement and music.

has been said that there is at least one play in
the life of every person. But how can all the
potential dramas exploring the lives of people
with disabilities be brought into being? How
can more of these people learn the techniques
of drama—of how to shape the raw ingredi-
ents of experience into a communication of ar-
dor, insight and laughter?

Scene from “’Inside Out, Upside Down"’
performed at Henry Fonda Young Playwrights
Day at the John F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts.

exchange program with the Royal Court Young
People’s Theatre in London, with the help of
Omega Watch Corporation and the Mobil
Foundation Inc. It invites students with and
without disabilities to participate in playwriting
workshops in eight states and the District of
Columbia, while encouraging script-writing
classes in schools around the country.

Scripts are submitted annually to VSA.
One or two plays are selected for presentation
at the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.
Through the newly developed exchange pro-
gram, the selected works are also presented at
the Royal Court Young Writer's Festival in Lon-
don. And, in return, a selected play from the
Royal Court is produced at the Kennedy
Center.

Members of the selection committee are:
Roger L. Stevens (Honorary Chairperson),
chairman of the John F. Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts;

Jack Hofsiss, (Co-Chairperson), director of the
Broadway production of ““The Elephant Man'’;
Shirlee Fonda (Co-Chairperson);



““The bells that children hear
are inside of them.””
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Award to Barbara Sue Martin from Louisville,
Kentucky.

Jane Fonda, Academy-Award-winning actress;
Peter Stone, president, Council of the Drama-
tists Guild;

Wendy Wasserstein, playwright: “Isn’t it Ro-
mantic?’’ and “‘Uncommon Women and Oth-
ers’”;

Fred Zollo, Broadway producer: ““Hurlyburly,”
On Golden Pond’ and ** 'night Mother.”

The Creative Writing Project. To encour-
age participation in other forms of writing,
Very Special Arts has begun a model p'rogram
in cooperation with the PEN American Center,
an association of professional writers. In this

mn

Itzhak Periman (right) presents Itzhak Perlman

Dylan Thomas

project, members of PEN conduct creative-writ-
ing workshops in hospitals in New York, Bos-
ton, Chicago, San Francisco and other cities.

Many of the works coming out of these
workshops will be featured in Very Special Arts
Festivals—helping educators, therapists, par-
ents and the general public to become more
aware of the talents and concerns of people
with disabilities.

Project REAP [Retirement with Enrich-
ment, the Arts and Purpose]. Joining forces
with the American Federation of Teachers,
Very Special Arts has developed model pro-
grams in U.S. cities to enlist and train retirees—
especially former teachers—to work as volun-
teer aides in various VSA programs concerned
with all art forms. Project REAP is supported by
funding from the Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. Foun-
dation.

Artists Unlimited. This model project,
established in conjunction with Humana Inc.,
and started by its Chief Executive Officer,
David Jones, enables hospitals, nursing
homes and other institutions to make their en-
vironments more beautiful by selecting artwork
created by Very Special Arts participants. The

patients in these institutions may also partici-
pate in workshops, where they may create art-
work of their own.

Veterans Administration Hospital Arts
Workshops. This model project brings artistic
experiences to hospitalized veterans and en-
courages their participation in local Very Spe-
cial Arts Festivals. These workshops in music,
dance, drama, creative writing, and the visual
arts help the veterans develop important learn-
ing and living skills.

The Itzhak Periman Award. Named for
the internationally acclaimed violinist and VSA
Board Member, this award is designed to en-
courage careers in the performing arts. Each
year, a distinguished panel of judges focuses
on a single area of performers—such as sin-
gers, actors, or instrumentalists. The panel
selects the recipient from nominees who have
disabilities and who are between the ages of
ten and twenty-one.



VSA Calendar Artists

“It is only with the heart
that one sees rightly. What is essential
is invisible to the eye.”

Antoine Saint-Exupery

Tracy Beavers is an artist with alearning disability. She is a student at the Mills School
in Mills, Wyoming, where her teachers proudly report that, since receiving special educa-
tion, the artist is making great gains.

Burst of Joy
By Tracy Beavers



“Creativity is a necessary sequel to being.”
Rollo May

Micky Doolittle is a resident at the Southbury Training School in Southbury, Con-
necticut. Doolittle, an artist who is educably mentally retarded, began practicing his art
at the age of 20. Since then, he has carried drawing materials wherever he goes. He is
a frequent visitor at Mainstreet, his school’s cafe, where he likes to sit and draw people
while they have lunch.
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Main Street
by Micky Doolittle




Perry King is an artist with a learning disability. A senior at Waggener High School

in Louisville, Kentucky, Perry has been winning awards for his artistry since he was in
the third grade.

This work is Perry’s first batik, an art form using cloth and dye. He asked the school
librarian to pose for him on Halloween day, when all the teachers and students were in
costumes. The librarian was dressed as a clown. And so, “‘Batik Clown’ was born.
Perry claims that art gives him a satisfaction and pride beyond words.
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Batik Clown
by Perry King



VSA Participant
Profiles

Jason Ellsworth

Jason Ellsworth is a ten-year-old third grader
who is blind and has cerebral palsy. Those who
have heard him perform know why USA TO-
DAY named him one of 1985’s “"People \Who
Made a Difference.”’

A country music singer and pianist from
East Windsor, Connecticut, Jason has sung on
stages across the United States—from the
Grand Ole Opry to the White House. In May
1984, Jason performed at Washington’'s Ken-
nedy Center during the National Very Special
Arts Festival. The response was electric.

After that appearance, Jason sang before
3,000 people at the World's Fair in New Or-
leans. Helping Jason were three “pretty good
back-up singers,”” country music greats Tammy
Wynette, Eddie Rabbitt and T.G. Sheppard.
After Jason’s renditions of the songs of Hank
Williams and George Jones, the amphitheater
audience gave him standing ovations and calls
for encore performances.

Later, during Country Music Week, he per-
formed on the stage of the Grand Ole Opry.

But one appearance ranked above all the
others. In September 1985, Jason joined other
VSA participants in a concert at the White
House. There, accompanied by the Gatlin
Brothers, he played and sang “‘Long Gone

Lonesome Blues' and "“All the Gold in Califor-

nia” for First Lady Nancy Reagan.

After another standing ovation, the
audience enthusiastically answered Jason's
question, “Don’t | get to do another one?”’
Larry Gatlin quipped, ““\We've decided we're
getting him a shaving kit and jeans and taking
him on the road.”

At the end of the performance, Mrs. Rea-
gan commented to the audience, “If anybody
got through that entertainment with a dry eye,
you did better than II”’

Once again, Jason had made a difference.
And the opportunity to perform made a big dif-
ference to Jason.

Jason Ellsworth
sings with

the Gatlin Brothers
at the White House.



W illiam Britt

Until 1974, William Britt lived most of his life at
Willowbrook, a New York State institution for
the mentally retarded. He was regarded as an
angry, easily frustrated person who spent most
of his time in solitude.
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Shortly after Britt entered the Margaret
Chapman School in Hawthorne, New York,
school officials decided to see what they could
do to help him become more trusting, more in-
terested in others. Noting his skills and interest
in drawing, painting and woodworking, they
gave him the use of a workshop. A change
began to take place.

““We’'ve all been so busy doing things for disabled people
that | think we’ve lost sight of the fact that these are
wonderfully able, talented, competent people.”

Jean Rusch-Wesley, Wisconsin
teacher and director of a singing group featured
in the 1984 National Very Special Arts Festival.

The 1976 annual VSA Southern New York
Regional Festival was in May . William Britt
saw the joy and appreciation of all the specta-
tors and for the first time knew the true value
of his work. Since then, he has refined his tech-
nique and his self-confidence has increased.

Britt has studied art at Westchester Com-
munity College with Professor John Halsall,
and shared his skill with other students in
workshops of the VSA New York program.

According to Britt, one of his “‘best paint-
ings yet'" was a depiction of a large, familiar
mansion with a fountain and a long sweeping
green lawn. The mansion in the picture was
the White House, and it was there, in a special
ceremony, that William Britt presented his
painting to Nancy Reagan.

The following May, he gave a large circu-
lar canvas of the Nelson D. Rockefeller Empire
State Plaza to Governor Mario Cuomo. And it
is his painting “*Sandals’’ that is on the cover of
the 1986 Very Special Arts calendar.

Renowned artist, Robert Berks, has said
that Britt’s talent “captures the sensitivity of
texture and the feeling of fundamental rela-
tions—all in a fresh manner. And that, after all,
is what art is all about.”

But perhaps the most telling detail about
William Britt's artistic career is his newly won
independence as a human being. In December
1984, he left his Chapman School dormitory to
live in a community residence with five others.

“When | was young, God gave me the gift of
painting. My goal is to sell my paintings and some
day to buy my own home."”

In April 1986, one of Britt's works was
sold at the prestigious Sotheby’s in New York
City.



Terrylene Theriot

“When | was very young—maybe four or five—I
saw a woman dancing on TV. Of course there was
no sound. My whole family is deaf. But | ran and.
got my mother who turned the volume up as loud
as it would go. And suddenly | realized there was
music.”’ '

She did not hear the music as most people
do. She heard only a humming, sometimes a
rhythrhic beat. But it was enough for Terrylene
Theriot to fall in love—with music and dance
and with the possibility that somehow she
might use them to communicate within a silent
world.

Growing up in Chicago and then Texas,
she often felt excluded from the hearing world.
If she tried to talk, people recoiled from her as
if, she remembers, “‘deafness was catching.”

When she was 15, she inherited a friend’s
pen pal, an inmate in a Texas jail.

“I'was angry inside, but | had no one to tell.
Because he was staying in one cell, | thought
maybe he would understand. I'd write and share
my anger and my dreams. | told him | was deaf. But
if the world were full of laughter | could hear
that.”

““Love’s the gift which God has given....

It is the silver link, the silken tie,

Which heart to heart and mind to mind.

In body and in soul can bind.”

Sir Walter Scott

BRI AN ) =
The prisoner’s replies made clear that he
shared her anger, but not her dreams. He
mocked her innocent idealism.

Terrylene knew she must choose. She
could remain a prisoner of her bitterness. But
instead, she says, ‘’l chose to see a beautiful
world.”

That same year, she entered the Model
Secondary School for the Deaf (MSSD), a feder-
ally funded demonstration high school on the
campus of W ashington, D.C.'s Gallaudet Col-

lege, the world’s only accredited
liberal arts college for the deaf:
While there, she wrote
a play. She wrote it in American
Sign Language. Her drama
teacher translated it into written
English idioms. She called it
“Imagine.”” Based on her pen-pal
correspondence with the
prisoner, its theme was isolation:

"Just because I'm deaf doesn’t
mean I'm isolated. Anyone can have
that. Some hearing people talk

all day long and feel ‘No one under-
stands me." Talk isn't necessarily
communication. People have
different kinds of isolation.”

“Imagine’” was entered in the 1984 Henry
Fonda Young Playwrights Project. It was pro-
duced at the Kennedy Center, and starred ac-
tor George Segal as the prisoner.

The following spring, Terrylene was gradu-

" ated from MSSD, and spent the summer with

her fellow student actors touring the United
Kingdom in a production of Godspell. After ap-
pearing at Ireland’s first Very Special Arts Festi-
val, the student company opened with great



success in London’s Sadlers Wells Theatre.
\X/hat of the future? Her teacher, Tim
McCarty, has high hopes for her:

“| see Terrylene as the future of deaf people. She
could go ahead and perform for small community

groups for the deaf. But | see her potential impact
as much more. She’s a crossover. | think she's that

good.”

Perhaps it is better to let the last word
belong to her. Terrylene’s boyfriend is a
hearing person. One day he was driving with
her in a car with rock music playing over the
radio. He spoke of the memories those songs
evoked for him and said to her, “"You don’t
have that.”

Terrylene said:

“Look at the wind on my face. The wind on my
face is my music. I'll know the wind the way you
will never know the wind."”

The Chain of
Involvement

The Participant

Kathy Sale, fourteen years old, is a stu-
dent at Kraemer Junior High School in

the Placentia School District of Orange
County, California. Kathy has juvenile

rheumatoid arthritis. She says:

“Being part of the Very Special Arts
Festivals has given me the chance to
express my true emotions. Through the
Festivals, I've been recognized as having
talent. I've been given the opportunity to
show the world that ‘I Can.’

“I've met so many nice people in my
experiences in the Festivals. Everyone has
been so supportive and willing to go that
extra mile to let me shine.”

The Parent

Eugene J. Sanchez lives in New Mexi-
co. His ten-year-old son, Aaron, was
born with Down Syndrome. Mr. San-
chez says:

“Aaron is a very special child. As a parent,
| feel that all children—including
Aaron—will learn and grow only as much
as we have patience to teach them, and
only as much as we make facilities
available to them.

“Very Special Arts New Mexico has given
Aaron a chance to reach his maximum, to
express himself, to have an attitude of
self-worth and self-confidence, to have a
genuine feeling of accomplishment.

"l applaud this very important program.
There was a void there, which now has
been filled—for the benefit of all children.
but especially for my son, Aaron.”’



The Volunteer

The Teacher

The Coordinator

A native New Yorker, Martha Grinell is
a retired teacher who found herself
drawn to the local Very Special Arts
Festival Program. Grinnell initially was
involved in VSA’s Project REAP and
eventually became interested in other
aspects of the organization. She raised
funds, helped to acquire materials for
the program'’s special artists and has
been instrumental in developing new
projects. She says:

“’One of the special projects in which I'm
involved unites artists and craftspersons
with disabled teenagers and institu-
tionalized elderly people. It provides a
structure for meaningful communication
between and among all three groups.

““| feel fortunate to have found an
organization which allows me to combine
my interest in the arts with an opportunity
to serve disabled populations in my
community.”’
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Joseph E. Amato is a teacher at the
Dunwood School in Fox Point, Wiscon-
sin. He sees his involvement with Very
Special Arts Wisconsin as being the link
between VSA and “‘those who just
happen to be handicapped.” He says:

“An experience | remember most vividly
followed a mime workshop | presented. A
hearing-impaired 12-year-old boy refused
to let the session end, insisting that it
continue. He helped with the next session,
and while he did | realized that this may
have been the first time he was ever
involved in an activity that was really
second-nature to him.

“He had used forms of mime all his life, but
no one had ever treated it as an art form.
Suddenly, his disability had become his
ability! Today, he continues to perform-and
work with other hearing-impaired
students.”

Michal Anne Lord is Program Coordina-
tor for Very Special Arts Texas. She
says:

“The VSA program can provide the spark
for igniting a sense of community—within
the arts and within the larger
community—because the arts are for
everyone. They allow us to say who we
are.’

“For me, VSA has meant new friends and
associations, many miles travelled, an
ever-growing ‘bag of tricks’ (art activities |
can take back home), memories of the
excitement and joy on the faces of VSA
Festival participants as they try to create
or perform for the first time, and the
knowledge that the arts allow ALL people
to learn and grow—as individuals and as
members of society.”



The Sponsor

Dee Wing is New York Telephone’s
Community Representative for Pots-
dam, not far from the St. Lawrence Riv-
er which divides Upstate New York
from Canada. The telephone company
makes annual contributions to VSA
New York's North Country Regional
Festivals. Mrs. Wing says:

“New York Telephone has a long tradition
of supporting cultural activities and
helping to improve the quality of life in the
communities it serves.

“The Very Special Arts Festival not only
meets those goals, but it also serves to
prove—through the dedication of its
volunteers and the enthusiasm of its
participants—that the arts truly belong to
everyone."’

Very Special Profile:
Gayle Foy

Gayle Anne Foy is President of the Board of
Directors and a founding member of Very Spe-
cial Arts Indiana. As a wife and mother, ac-
tress, community advocate, and professional
educator of children with disabilities, she is one
of those people whose diverse interests have
an uncommon singularity of purpose.

A graduate in speech and drama from St.
Mary’s College in Notre Dame (Indiana), she
became a professional actress, a member of Ac-
tors’ Equity, and toured the nation with Mary
Martin in the Los Angeles Civic Light Opera
production of “*Annie Get Your Gun.”

To raise her family, which eventually grew
to ten children, Gayle set aside her theatrical
career for a while.

Yet various experiences eventually led her
to a life seemingly far from either the home-
maker or the musical actress. She was to be-
come President of the State Board of Directors
for Art Education Training for the Handi-
capped, a member of the Indiana Governor's
Planning Council for Developmental Disabili-
ties, and a member of the board of directors for
a professional lending library of toys for dis-
abled children.

Foy received the 1986 Volunteer of the
Year Award from Very Special Arts Indiana. Ac-
cording to Gayle, her destiny was inevitable
and utterly natural:

“I've always felt a child’s education should
incorporate the arts. Theater, dance, music and
visual art have always been a part of our life.



““The end of all our exploring
will be to arrive where we started
and know the place for the first

time.”

Paint and crayons and blank paper were more
important than toys from a store. The ‘dress-up
chest’ was always full of cast-off colorful
clothes and shoes and hats. And make-believe
plays were going on constantly.

“"When Christopher was born with
Down Syndrome, life went on as it always
did, and Chris was swept along with it, incor-
porated into it. He became another actor on
the stage of our lives. We have motivated him
with drama, music, movement and color. They
have made the difference in his life.

"My challenge has been to find in my own
art form, drama, the keys for activating a
child’s learning process. After all, learning and

creating are closely related: both struggle with .

‘'what if and ‘what can be.’

| started to use my skills as an actress for
that purpose when Chris went to a Special
Education pre-school. Once a week, | went
as an unpaid aide and tried to pick up the
methods and techniques. For years, | continued
to go into the classroom, sometimes teaching
a class by using puppets, play-acting and art.
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T.S. Eliot

““We found that letting the children act in
plays helped their attention span, verbal skills,
memory, patience, and ability to work togeth-
er. But it was also fun, and the kids were good
at it. That's why | started the Rainbow Players,
a drama troupe of disabled students.

"My involvement with the handicapped
and their families, like all loves, has grown like
Topsy. I've tried to help parents with the pro-
cess of coping—to educate them in all aspects
of their children’s lives. I've become an advo-.
cate and tried to teach the parents to become
advocates. I've gotten into governmental pro-
grams at the state level.

“But the most fun is when I'm with a
group of children, and by ‘turning them on’
with drama, | help them learn.” '




Very Special Artist
Committee

Cliff Robertson,
National Spokesperson/Chairman
Very Special Artist Committee

““The disabled are just like us—with the
same dreams and ambitions. They just
have to be braver and work harder to
overcome the barriers in their paths. But
overcome them they do, and by their
achievement, they bring a greater sense
of fulfillment to their lives and to ours.”

F. Murray Abraham

Alvin Ailey

Pearl Bailey Bellson

Robert Berks

Harry Blackstone

Bernard Bragg
Tom Brokaw
Diahann Carroll
Lynda Carter
David Cassidy
John Curry
Peter Duchin
Jane Fonda

Bonnie Franklin

Phyllis Frelich
Adolph Green

Phyllis Newman Green

Lena Horne

Burl Ives

Alan King

George Latshaw
Norman Mailer
Andrea McArdle
Ronnie Milsap
Lowell Nesbitt
Estelle Parsons
Eddie Rabbitt
Tony Randall
Robert Rauschenberg
Christopher Reeve

Susan Saint James

Neil Sedaka
George Segal

T. G. Sheppard
Beverly Sills
Tom Sullivan
Joni Tada
Elizabeth Taylor
Richard Thomas
Cicely Tyson
Andy Warhol
Eli Wallach
Barbara Walters
Henry Winkler
Jamie Wyeth
Tammy Wynette
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Corporate Friends of
Very Special Arts

Humana Inc.

W ith program sites in over 440 locations
across the country, Very Special Arts
encourages the creative talents and artistic
self-expression of disabled children, youth and
adults through the development and
promotion of visual and performing arts
activities.

Recently, Humana Inc. had the
opportunity to host one of the many special
projects of Very Special Arts, the Artists
Unlimited Project, at Humana
Hospital—Unversity, in Louisville, Kentucky.

Humana looks forward to working with
Very Special Arts in many more sites across the
country, encouraging the establishment of the
Artists Unlimited project in a greater number of
Humana health care facilities. We are confident
that the Project will continue to bring the
beauty of artistic inspiration to our patients.

David A. Jones
Chief Executive Officer
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International Business
Machines Corporation

IBM has always recognized that ability, rather
than disability, is what counts. By providing
people who have disabilities with
opportunities to develop their creativity, VSA
extends this principle to the arts. VSA's
programs not only enhance their lives but also
enrich the lives of all of us.

John F. Akers
Chairman of the Board

MCA Inc.

We at MCA are proud to support Very Special
Arts (VSA).

MCA has made a commitment to support
VSA and to help encourage other corporations
and foundations to provide financial assistance.
We are very pleased to report that VSA has
continued to grow in both the number of
disabled persons it serves and in the amount of
funds it raises . In addition, in 1984, VSA
international programs began and now VSA
works with affiliates in 40 countries.

Lew R. Wasserman
Chairman of the Board

Mobil Oil Corporation

Mobil has helped VSA achieve its goals of
serving persons with disabilities through the
arts in a number of ways. In addition to
providing general support, Mobil produced
two public service announcements which aired
during Nicholas Nickleby in 1983 and King Lear
and Two By Forsyth in 1984. Through these
announcements, millions of people learned
about VSA; and there was increased interest
on the part of parents and teachers of students
with disabilities. So many people wrote to
Mobil, in fact, we felt it necessary to place an
advertisement in major newspapers around the
nation asking people to write to VSA directly.

However, more work needs to be done
and we hope that other individuals and
organizations will join Mobil in supporting the
work of VSA.

Herbert Schmertz
Vice President



Very Special Arts
Program Sites

National

International

International Affiliates

Argentina
Australia
Bahamas
Barbados
Belgium
Brazil
Colombia
Costa Rica
Denmark

Ecuador

El Salvador
France
Germany
Ghana
Greece
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Indonesia

Ireland

Israel

Italy

Jamaica
Kenya
Malawi

The Netherlands
New Zealand
Panama
Paraguay
Seychelles

Sri Lanka
Suriname
Switzerland
Tanzania

Trinidad & Tobago
Uganda
Venezuela
Yugoslavia
Zambia
Zimbabwe
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Douglas Scott

Very Special Arts

Julie Alfred
Project Coordinator

Tracy A. Quinn
Director, Public Information

Francis M. Cooley ,
Blue Chip Marketing Group

Bob Coburn
Gianni Giansanti
David Haas
Hank Herrera
Skip Hine

John Whitman

Cynthia Del Vaglio
Your Type

Champion International
Corporation
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If you would like more information about Very Special Arts
or would like to attend the 1989 International Very Special Arts
Festival, please contact:

Very Special Arts

International Very Special Arts Festival Director

Education Office

John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts

Washington, D.C. 20566

(202) 662-8899 (Voice)

(202) 662-8898 (Telecommunication Device for the Deaf)

(800) VSA-3336 (Toll-free)

VERY SPECIAL ARTS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Ernest L. Boyer, Chair, VSA
President

The Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching

Jean Kennedy Smith
Founder, VSA

National Chairperson
Very Special Arts Festivals

Vivienne Anderson
Author, Consultant

Effl Barry
Arts Advocate

William G. Barry
President, Barry Associates

Romare Bearden
Artist

Henry B. Betts

Medical Director and
Chief Executive Officer
Rehabilitation Institute of
Chicago

John Brademas
President, New York University

Henry G. Cisneros
Mayor, San Antonio, Texas

Ida Dark
Music Teacher, Therapist

F. Joseph Gallagher, Jr.
Senior Vice President
The Blue Chip Marketing Group

David W. Hornbeck

State Superintendent of Schools
Maryland State Department

of Education

David A. Jones

Chairman of the Board and
Chief Executive Officer
Humana Inc

Edward M. Kennedy, Jr.
Executive Director
Facing The Challenge

Jack Kukuk

Director of Education

John F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts

Michael T. Martin
Investment Banker

William F. McSweeny
President, Occidental
International Corporation

Jacqueline Merritt
Founder, Very Special Arts lowa

Ruth Mondschein
International Affairs
U.S. Department of Education

Michael O’Neill
Editor, Writer

Itzhak Perlman
Artist

Howie Seago
Actor

Joao Clemente Baena Soares
Secretary General
Organization of American States

Annette Strauss
Mayor, Dallas, Texas

Victor Temkin

President, Merchandising
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A. Robert Towbin
Managing Director
Shearson Lehman Brothers, Inc.

George F. Will
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Vincent A. Wolfington
Chairman, The Carey Corporation

Eugene C. Maillard
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INTERNATIONAL
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

VSA Board Liaison
Jean Kennedy Smith

Africa

Tom O’'Omuombo
Very Special Arts Kenya
Asia

Marion Fang
Association for Arts
with the Disabled
Hong Kong

Caribbean
Brian Heap
University of the
West Indies
Jamaica

Central America
Gerardo Monge
Ministerio de
Educacion Publica
Costa Rica

South America

Trino Rojas

Ministerio de Educacion
Venezuela

Western Europe
Marcel Conradt
Liaison, European
Economic Community
Very Special Arts
European Bureau
Belgium

Brunella Gottardi
Pediatric Rehabilitation
Very Special Arts Italia

Henk Hergarden
Foundation, Arts
with the Handicapped
The Netherlands

United States
Michal Anne Lord
Chairman,
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1989 International
\ery Special Arts

Festival
=l A World
United in Creative
Celebration

In June 1989, more than 1,000 people with
physical and mental challenges will travel to
Washington, D.C. from all 50 states and 50
countries for four days of fun, friendship and
self-expression. Painting and poetry, drama and
dance, music and mime will be the languages
they speak. And through their creative
accomplishments, they will send a message
to the world.

This is the 1989 International Very Special
Arts Festival, taking place from June 14 to 18,
1989—a celebration dedicated to demonstrat-
ing the power of the arts in the lives of individ-
uals with special needs.

In the tradition of the 1984 National Very
Special Arts Festival, which brought together
artists with disabilities from across the country,
the 1989 International Very Special Arts Festival
will feature performances, workshops, exhibi-
tions and demonstrations representing quality
arts programming from 51 nations. Festival
participants will share the joy of artistic achieve-
ment at locations throughout Washington,
D.C....at the White House and Capitol Hill...
the campus of Georgetown University...and
the stages of the John F Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts.

Some of the world’s most prominent artists
from film, theater, dance, music and the fine
arts will join parents, teachers, volunteers and
Very Special Artists in this unprecedented
showcase for model programs and innovative

techniques implemented by Very Special Arts
in the United States and its affiliates around
the world.

Very Special Arts invites you to participate in
an extraordinary event. For information on
how you can become involved, please call or
write to Very Special Arts.

\Xhat is \Very Special Arts ?

Very Special Arts has been designated by the
Congress of the United States to coordinate
quality arts programs for children, youth and
adults with mental and physical challenges.
Founded in 1974 by Jean Kennedy Smith as
an educational affiliate of the John F Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts, Very Special
Arts is dedicated to enriching the lives of all
individuals through the creation of arts oppor-
tunities in drama, dance, music, literature and
visual arts.

Across the United States, more than one
million people—from 15,000 communities—
participate in Very Special Arts activities,
including performances, exhibitions, workshops
and training sessions. Very Special Arts Festivals
form the centerpiece of the organization and
represent the culmination of year-round
programming efforts. In the U.S. alone, more
than 650 festivals will occur this year, allowing
people with special needs to celebrate and
share their achievernents in the arts.

The international programs of Very Special
Arts, established in 1984, currently include
affiliates in 46 nations around the globe and
demonstrate growing worldwide awareness of
the educational and cultural benefits available
through arts participation for all people.

@)en,
— SPECIAL
‘ ARTS



Chain of Involvement Very Special Arts Board of Directors

PARTICIPANT

Ernest L. Boyer Jack Kukuk
Geolzge A‘j's,t(ijn tf Chair, VSA Director of Education
,\iear Sg/gca,ra,c)ArtpS)a!\r/};acrlpgrgd i/?/;wno has President, The Camegie John F. Kennedy Center for
mugcwar dystrophy. Hye is a sensitive Foundation for the the Performing Arts
artist with an ability to translate Advancement of Teaching )
everyday things into abstract images. ) Michael Martin
“I want to be an artist one day Jean Kennedy Smith Investment Banker
when | grow up. When I'm in art Founder, VSA .
class, | try my very best.” National Chairperson William McSweeny

\Very Special Arts Festivals  President

PARENT Occidental International Corp.
Vivienne Anderson
liswo
Semam Ellsanrin Author, Consultant Jacqueline Merritt
Mother of Jason Ellsworth, Fourier
Very Special Arts Connecticut Participant ) 2
” . ; William Barry \Very Special Arts lowa
‘As a parent of a handicapped child, Presidarit

Ruth Mondschein
Special Advisor to

Romare Bearden Secretary General
Organization of

VOLUNTEER ATISE American States
Laurel Bessesen Henry Betts

Arts Department Chair, :
, Executive Vice President
General Federation of Women's Clubs sl MEdies] EIfBetst

“Watching the joy of the mentally
and physically challenged as they Rehabilitation Institute

\ery Special Arts gives me hope and
a feeling of support in my commit-
ment to provide a full life for Jason.”

Barry Associates

Michael O’'Neill
Editor, Writer

Itzhak Perlman

experience their talents gives joy to of Chicago Artist

the heart of a volunteer who has

been a part of \Very Special Arts.” John Brademas Annette Strauss

Zrestd\e(’ntk U Mayor Pro Tem

TEACHER ew YOr anefSl[y Cl[_y of Dallas,
Marjorie Nichols Henry Cisneros Texas
Tara High School, Mayor
Baton Rouge, Louisiana San Antonio, Texas George Will

“The amount of warmth and excite-
ment generated by a Very Special
Arts Festival is always worth the

Author, Syndicated
F. Joseph Gallagher, Jr. Columnist
Senior Vice President

effort put forth.” The Blue Chip Vincent A. Wolfington
Marketing Group President and Chairman
ARTIST The Carey Corporation
Cliff Robertson David Hornbeck
National Spokesperson State Superintendent Eugene C. Maillard
\Very Special Arts of Schools Chief Executive Officer
“The disabled are just like us—with Maryland State
the same dreams and ambitions. Department of Education
They just have to be braver and .
work harder to overcome the David A. Jones (o ~o)
barriers in their paths. Chalrman an.g » Wety Specialdirts “ ﬁ”h
: : Chief Executive Officer Education Office . L/
COORDINATOR Humana Inc. John F. Kennedy Center my VERY
for the Performing Arts
E:e‘?lilsg"[s;:g;; Stephen Kaagan Washington, D.C. 20566 > SPEC , AL
\Vermont Commissioner VOICE (202) 662-8899

Very Special Arts lowa

“Accessing art opportunities and
hands-on experiences for people
with disabilities is what Very Special
Arts is all about.”

of Education TDD (202) 662-8898 a RTS

Enriching the lives of people with disabilities




Essayists and Novelists) American Center, the
\eterans Administration and Humana Hospitals
—build channels for fresh initiatives in the arts
for people with disabilities. In other programs,
such as the Henry Fonda Young Playwrights
Project, students learn new art forms and
explore various aspects of disability.

Through dance, drama, music, literature
and the visual arts, Very Special Arts
creates avenues for people who are physi-
cally or mentally challenged to enter the
mainstream of society.

Founded in 1974 by Jean Kennedy Smith, Very
Special Arts is an international organization
devoted to enriching the lives of people with
disabilities. Very Special Arts, an educational
affiliate of the John F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts in Washington, D.C., is desig-
nated by the United States Congress as the
nation’s coordinating agency of arts programs

In 1989, the International Very Special Arts
Festival will bring people with disabilities from
around the world to Washington, D.C.—all
speaking the universal language of the arts.

For more information about \ery Special Arts

for individuals with disabilities.

In more than 1,000 locations throughout all 50
states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico,
\ery Special Arts non-profit organizations reach
more than one million people in many ways.
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Very Special Arts Festivals offer non-
competitive forums for children, youth and
adults with disabilities to celebrate and share
creative accomplishments. Featuring work-
shops, demonstrations, performances and
exhibitions, more than 650 Festivals across the
United States eloguently express the full range
of year-round Very Special Arts activities.

Special Projects in association with distin-
guished organizations — such as the Alvin Ailey
American Dance Theater, the PEN (Poets,

Workshops, Training and Resource Materials
support Very Special Arts participants as well as
educators, parents, artists and volunteers. At the
same time, \ery Special Arts actively offers the
general public essential information about the
educational, cultural and vocational benefits of
arts programs for people who face mental or
physical challenges.

International Programs take place in over 40
nations, including Belgium, France, Honduras,
Ireland, Italy, Kenya, the Netherlands and
Yugoslavia.

“Every person has a potential
for talent, a capacity for
creativity and a right to enjoy
to the fullest the beauty and
vitality of the arts’”’

Jean Kennedy Smith

in your area, contact:

\ery Special Arts
Education Office

John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts

Washington, D.C. 20566

\oice (202) 662-8899
TDD (202) 662-8898




The week of June 12 through 18 in the nation’s capital
marks an unprecedented tribute to creativity and achieve-
ment through the arts. The 1989 International Very
Special Arts Festival brings together more than one thou-
sand participants with physical and mental challenges
from around the world. Through their creative accom-
plishments in music, dance, drama, creative writing and
the visual arts, children, youth and adults will celebrate
and share the power of the arts for all people.

This extraordinary festival commemorates the fifteenth
anniversary of Very Special Arts, an educational affili-
ate of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts
in Washington, D.C. Founded in 1974 by Jean Kennedy
Smith, Very Special Arts coordinates educational
programs in the arts for people with mental and physi-
cal challenges. Over the years, Very Special Arts has
expanded its programs to reach more than one million
people in the United States and in over 50 countries
worldwide. Through the universal language of art Very
Special Arts participants are forging new channels of
communications, achievement, and pride.

The 1989 International Very Special Arts Festival fea-
tures performances, art exhibitions and demonstrations,
workshops, educational symposia, and many other
special events taking place throughout Washington, D.C.
Please join Very Special Arts in celebrating this momen-
tous occasion and honoring those whose creative achieve-
ments so profoundly enrich the lives of everyone.

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
AND MRS. BUSH

Welcome you to

THE WHITE HOUSE

The United States Navy Sea Chanters

PROGRAM

Performances by International Festival participants
representing very Special Arts programs throughout
the United States and around the globe, together

with supporters from the world of arts and entertainment.

Remarks

Mrs. Jean Kennedy Smith

Founder
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Thursday, June 15, 1989



