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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 5, 1989

BRIEFING MEMORANDUM FOR INTERVIEW WITH OUTDOOR MEDIA

DATE: Tuesday, June 6, 1989
TIME: 1:15 p.m. to 1:45 p.m.
LOCATION: Roosevelt Room
THROUGH: DAVID DEMAREST .
FROM: KRISTIN CLARK TAYLOR

PURPOSE:

To provide members of the Outdoor and Recreational media the
opportunity to interview you on outdoor issues.

BACKGROUND:

You will spend approximately 30 minutes discussing your
views on the outdoors with 13 members of the Outdoor media.

Since this is more of an outdoor writers group than an
environmental group, the questions will deal primarily with
issues like preservation of federal lands, protected
wildlife, legitimate gun use and sport fishing issues. You
should still expect a few sensitive environmental questions,
possibly on issues like acid rain and ocean dumping.
Suggested talking points on these issues will be reviewed
during the pre-briefing.

This session will provide a good opportunity for you to
reflect on your personal love of the outdoors. You might
want to emphasize a theme you put forth during the campaign:

the importance of protecting the land for our children's

children and passing on our natural resources to future
generations in better condition than the way we found them.
It is important for this group to fully appreciate your
personal love of the outdoors.

Other possible personal anecdotes: your walks with George P.
through the Grand Tetons or your fishing trips with George
Hommel or Ray Scott, both of whom will be present during
this meeting. Mrs. Bush's brother, James Pierce, will also
be present, representing SPORTS AFIELD.

Since the Clean Air legislation will not yet be announced,
your language on this should be purposely vague.

PARTICIPANTS:

See attached list
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Page Two
Outdoor Writers Briefing Memo

IV. PRESS PLAN:

Closed press; on-the-record

V. TALKING POINTS:

To be provided by Office of

Communications



Page Three
Outdoor Writers Briefing Memo

Outdoor Media Roundtable Participants

June 6, 1989

Duncan Barnes, Editor of FIELD AND STREAM (circulation: 2
million)

James Billig, Editorial Director of FINS AND FEATHERS
(circulation: 400,000)

Clare Conley, Editor of OUTDOOR LIFE (circulation: 1.5 million)
Derriék Crandall, President of American Recreation Coalition,
environmental advisor during the campaign and frequent

environmental writer

Bill Estes, Assoc1ate Publisher of TRAILER LIFE (circulation:
425,000)

George Hommel, avid outdoorsmen and friend of the President's

Boyd Pfieffer, President of Outdoor Writers Association of
America, and major Outdoor columnist

Angus Phillipé, Fishing/Boating columnist for the WASHiNGTON POST
James Pierce, Consultant to SPORTS AFIELD (circulation: 520,000)
Dave Erecht, Editor of BASSMASTER (circulation: 550,000)

John Rasmus, Editor of OUTSIDE (circulation 300,000)

Ray Scott, President of Bass Publications and friend of the
Pre51dent s

. John Viehman, Editor of BACKPACKER (circulation: 165.,000)
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POSSIBLE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
FOR THE PRESIDENT
OUTDOOR MEDIA ROUNDTABLE
JUNE 6, 1989

Question: What is your assessment of the conditions of our
natural resources, especially of our streams, lakes and coastal
waters?

I care very deeply about our natural resources -- as
President of course, but as a fisherman and sportsman as well.
One of the best trips I've taken was out to the Grand Tetons with
my grandson, in 1987. That trip brought home the point that
we've.got to protect the land and water for our children's sake,
and for their children's sake. I want to see our natural
resources passed on to them in better condition than the way we
found then.

As far as current conditions go, overall water quality has
improved, but there are areas where work remains to be done.
Pollution from point sources has been significantly reduced, but
work is still needed to address water quality problems caused by
non-point sources of pollution, such as agricultural run-off.
Also of concern are concentrations of toxic materials in areas of
our Great Lakes and estuaries.

We're working to improve this, but it's hard work that takes
time.

Question: We're very concerned about the effects of acid rain.
What are you going to do about this threat, which is killing our
fish and ruining our lakes?

Over the last several months we have been in the process of
drafting a significant proposal for renewal and revision of the
Clean Air Act. This will include specific provisions for the
control of acid rain. We have evaluated, through the Domestic
Policy Council, many options on all aspects of Clean Air )
legislation, espec1ally acid rain and air toxins. We expect to
send a bill to Congress early this month.

Question: We understand that you are supporting user fees in our
- national parks and a salt water fishing license fee. What is

your position on this?

First of all, we are not currently proposing any increase in .
national park fees. We're collecting about $50 million this
year, and we expect to collect the same in 1990 with the same
level of fees.

The proposal for salt water fishing license fee involves a
$20 annual fee, and would only apply to.those fishing 3 to 200
miles offshore. It does not apply to surf fishermen on the
beaches or inland (these fishermen would be regulated by the
States, if at all). Normal expenses for a single day of offshore

_flshlng run $100-200, so I don't think a $20 annual fee is
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burdensome. Especially when the money will fund marine research
and conservation programs in the offshore. areas -- this will
directly benefit the fishermen on whom the fee would be imposed.

Of course, this proposal is not final and is subject to
negotiation with the Congress.

Question: Do you support the full funding of the Wallop-Breaux
Trust Fund?

My administration has eliminated the proposal to cap the
Wallop-Breaux fund for sport fish restoration. I believe that
this is fund is vital to developing and restoring our fish
habitat and fishing environments, and I support its funding in
full. I believe these funds should remain for their intended
purpose, not capped and shifted to other purposes.

Question: The new federal fire policy was announced last week.
Can you give us any details?

The new fire management policy for federal lands was
announced last week by Secretaries Lujan and Yeutter. It directs
federal officials to suppress all natural fires in federal lands
until individual fire management plans for the areas can be
determined. This was a result of one of the recommendations of
the Fire Management Policy Review Team established last year.

All wildland fires will be declared either a "prescribed" fire

(one limited by qualified personnel to a specific geographic area .
for specific objectives) or "wildfires" (a prescribed fire that
exceeds its limits or a natural fire caused by lightning). all
wildfires will .be fought with appropriate fire-fighting action.

Question: What is your policy regarding the federal purchase of
.public lands and parks?

My budget proposal to Congress included a request to.
purchase $206 million in proposed land under the Land and Water
Conservation Fund involving both the Department of the Interior
and the Forest Service. These purchases in over 25 states will
aid parks, national forests, refuges, and public lands.

Five projects included in this initiative which might of special
interest to you are: the San Francisco Bay, Bogue Chitto (BO
CHEETO) in Louisiana, ACE Rivers Basin in South Carolina, Lake
"Thompson in South Dakota, and Cape May in New Jersey.

We've got to improve recreational opportunities for those
living in our cities while protecting our most valuable natural
and cultural resources available. These purchases will do just
that. This will be a major step toward protecting the quality of

life for future generations, and enriching America's heritage of
natural beauty. :
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Question: There's talk that some of iour appointees at Interior
and Agriculture are very pro-development, because they used to
work for James Watt. Do you support these nominees?

Let's look at the quality of the people and their own record
of good work in conservation and environmental matters. That's
what matters to me, and I support my nominees.

Question: Won't the Administration's crime package abridge the
rights of legitimate gun owners? .

No, it won't. As a hunter and a sportsman, I feel very
strongly about protecting the rights of law-abiding Americans to
own guns. Nearly half of U.S. households own one or more
firearms, and the overwhelming majority of these firearms are
legitimately owned and responsibly used. I carefully considered’
options for addressing the question of what to do about so-called
"assault weapons." As a result, the Administration's violent.
crime package places the emphasis on punishing criminals who use
these particular guns, not law-abiding citizens who possess guns
and use them responsibly.

Every single action in my plan is designed to further the
goal of ensuring that citizens are safe in their homes and feel
secure in their communities. As the law enforcement
organizations have pointed out, achieving this goal calls for
some action against assault weapons, which can give deadly
~ criminals a tactical advantage against police in the war on
crime.

The central theme of the violent crime package is that those
who commit crimes with firearms should be held fully accountable
for them. That's why the core of the plan involves strong
measures to enhance our criminal justice system.

Question: What was your ratlonale for focussing on gun magaz1nes
above 15 rounds? -

We focused on magazine capacity because a large-capacity
magazine is the one characteristic shared by almost every
"assault-type" weapon. We proposed to take action against only
those magazines having more than 15 rounds, out of a desire to
leave unaffected the guns that are used in hunting and sporting
events. Getting these large-capacity magazines out of
circulation is vital to protecting the lives of police officers
who must fight criminals armed with semi-automatic pistols and
rifles featuring these magazines. This proposal will not
interfere with uses of firearms for hunting, other sporting
activities, or self-protection. Moreover, it would not affect
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the ability of those who now possess large-capacity magazines, or
firearms featuring them, to continue to do so.

Question: With summer here, what is being done to prevent a
repeat of last year's pollution on the beaches?

In the short run, the EPA has begun to enforce new
legislation to track and manage medical wastes; has banned
overboard disposal of plastics from U.S. ships; and has started a
significant public education program on the problem of plastic
pollution.

Summer beach pollution is a symptom of accelerating
population growth and uncontrolled development in coastal areas.
To attack these basic causes, EPA has also begun long-term
actions to address pollution, toxics and protection of critical
coastal habitats such as wetlands, estuaries, and near coastal
waters.

Question: You have set a goal of "No net loss of wetlands." How
do you plan to achieve this goal?

I have established an interagency task force on wetlands
under the leadership of the Domestic Policy Council to examine
means for achieving the no-net-loss goal. This group is
undertaking a number of tasks, including recommending ways to
revise the strengthen the existing executive order on wetlands.

As part of protecting our wetlands, the North American
Waterfowl Management Plan will protect and improve 6 million
acres for waterfowl and other wildlife in the U.S. and Canada.

The goal is to restore a fall flight of more than 100 million
birds. Wetlands contribute, among other things, to the breeding
of birds and other wildlife -- and each year in this country
nearly half a million acres of wetlands are lost to development
of one kind of another.

The North American Waterfowl Management Plan has been
operational for about a year, but is not very well-funded. The
Administration supports the basic thrust of S. 804, Senator -
Mitchell's bill to provide additional funding. While the
Administration has some concerns about the details, we plan to
work closely with Congress over the next few weeks to develop a
good bill that can be enacted in the near future. ((It is -
important to note that the Plan is a great example of federal, <=
state and private cooperation to protect the wildlife and
wetlands.))

We as outdoorsmen, fishermen and hunters, can be the
conscience of our local communities when decisions affecting
wetlands are made. One of the most deeply cherished values in
this country is stewardship of our natural resources -- of our
forests, streams, and wildlife. Wetlands are a part of this
heritage and each of us must do our part to build a strong
conservation ethic throughout the country.
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Questionz-What is your Administration doing about international

- environmental issues?

We are and will continue to lead in protecting the global

environment. 1Issues of priority to us are ozone depletion,

global climate changes, hazardous waste exports, marine pollution

-and the loss of tropical forests.

We have called for an international phaseout of
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and halons by the end of this century, .
provided that substitutes are available and as guided by the
assessment process under the Montreal Protocol.

The U.S. also is playing a leading role on the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) to address the
problem of global warming. Recently, in Nairobi,. the U.S.
offered to host a workshop next fall to begin work toward a
¢climate convention.

We have recently proposed to ban all exports of hazardous

waste, where agreements do not exist for their safe disposal.

_‘Question: Recently, EPA A&ministrator William Reilly intervened

in the Two Forks Dam and Reservoir project permit process in
Colorado. What is your position on Mr. Reilly's action?

The Clean Water Act establishes a process for federal
agencies, in concert, to evaluate projects with major

- environmental consequences. Currently, until July 15 a: ‘comment
. period is underway. Following that period, the Administrator

will consult with appropriate officials as to the project -and
come to a decision. I respect the process that is now underway

. and do not think it appropriate to comment further at this time.

‘Question: What is the current status of the Alaskan oil spill

cleanup?

. General:

- Coast Guard Commandant Yost is in Alaska“ right now, still

' worklng on the situation. We are committed to cleaning up Prince

William Sound, and we will hold Exxon to its commitment of
responsibility for the cleanup. This is not something that's

going to just go away, and we're going to work hard to restore
the environment as it was.

Specific: '
With the oil spill extending from northern Prince William

~ Sound to the Western end of Kodiak Island, logistics from Valdez
~are becoming more and more difficult. Thus, clean-up "spike"

camps are being set up at Kodiak, Seward and Homer.

With the imminent arrival of the Harbor seals' pupping
season, clean-up crews and équipment have been removed from oiled
areas traditionally used for birthing.

The supertanker itself is nearly ready to leave its

'temporary;repair site, and the potential for additional oil leaks
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‘from the hull have been eliminated according to Coast Guard and

Exxon officials.  Exxon is conducting the approved test of the
dispersant Corexit; the Coast Guard and other agencies are -
monitoring to determine its effectiveness in removing oil and any
possible side effects.

Questioné Do you support the effort to "save the Everglades"?

Yes, I do. The Administration supports H.R. 1727, a bill to

"expand the boundaries and protect the natural resources of the

Everglades. Under this bill, 110,000 acres will be added to the
National Park System in South Florlda, enhanced protection will
be provided to the Everglades National Park, and a Federal/state
partnership will be established for land acqulsltlon. I endorse
this effort, and support those who are working to protect the

- natural. beauty and habitat of the Everglades.

Question: What is your position on the spotted owl be;ng

'de51gnated as a "threatened species"?

This is a tough issue, and I am looking to Secretary Lujan s
leadershlp in this area. The Fish and Wildlife Service's
yearlong study is about to begin on the matter, in consultation

~with the Bureau of Land Management and the Forest Service. I
" think we've got to let the process work, and it would be-
1nappropr1ate for me to comment until the process is complete.

# # 4
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June 6, 1989

MEMORANDUM TO: DAVID DEMAREST °
KRISTIN TAYLOR

FROM: MARY KATE GRANT %K

SUBJECT: LATEST WORD ON OUTD@OR MEDIA BRIEFING

Regarding the changes made in the proposed questions and
answers, here are the final answers after discussing them with
the agencies involved:

1. Page 1 / water quality question

((EPA agreeé that OMB's assessment of overall water quality
as "improved" is okay, with specific concerns about local levels.
Paragraph 2 should now read:))

As far as current conditions go, overall water quality has
improved, but there are areas where work remains to be done.
Pollution from point sources has been significantly reduced, but
work is still needed to address water quality problems caused by
non-point sources of pollution, such as agricultural run-off.
Also of concern are concentrations of toxic materials in areas of
our Great Lakes and estuaries.

2. Page 4 / wetlands question

The North American Waterfowl Management Plan has been
operational for about a year, but is not very well-funded. The
Administration supports the basic thrust of S. 804, Senator
Mitchell's bill to provide additional funding. While the
Administration has some concerns about the details, we plan to
work closely with Congress over the next few weeks to develop a
good bill that can be enacted in the near future.

' It is important to note that the Plan is a great example of
federal, state and private cooperation to protect the wildlife
and wetlands.

Sorry for the confusion.
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poOSSIBLE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 20
FOR THE PRESIDENT J )5‘\ ).
OUTDOOR MEDIA ROUNDTABLE L /
JUNE 6, 1589

Question: What is your apmasament of the conditlons of our
natural rescurces, ospesially of our gtraans, lakes and coustal

vaters? i

I oars very deeply about our natural resourcex -- As
President of course, but as a fisherman and sportsman as well,
one of tha best tripe I've taken was out to the Grand Tetona -with -.
my §randsen, in 1987. Thak tzip brought home the point that :
watva got to protect the land and water for our children's sake,
and for their children's sake, I want to #ee our natural
resources passed on to them in better condition than ths vay we
found them. e radd wiker

As far as the current conditions go, Tk e by has 1mprovt
AT ¥ e d SIS St haenl WAL Nolo R P g ek XS Mﬂ' *‘AGM
TR R P EST N elw-etEERINE L Shrsurface | #¢ artas,

o Abeut— o=t o the mon gx)’dﬂstuazies and coagta “f’t‘“

wateys; - T work,

o sk eVanER 6f tHe wonttored..lakea; o . "emaing

. ML ui-montdoeved-G ’sthlak.! ,,‘hbr.l na.

fig €5 1THProve- tHis;~Bd “fet's hard werk that takes*j m;
e - e aa

Queation: Wa'xre v-ry‘conucfﬁid.lbout the effects of aclid rain,
What ars you going to do about this threat, vhich 4z killing our
¢fish and ruining our lakea? 3

over the last &&varal months we have been in the process of
| drafting a significant progelal for renewal and ravision of the

clean Aly Act. This will inolude specific provisions for the
control of acid rain, We have evaluated, through the Domestic
Policy Council, many options on all aspects of Clean Air
legislation, especially acid rain and mir toxins. We sxpact to
send a bhill to congrcll-ﬁazfy-thil month.

. ke

Quastiont Wa undarstand that you are supporting user fees in our
national parks and a salt water #ishing license faé., What is
yeur pomition en this?

First of all, we are not currently proposing an increase in
pational park fees. We're collecting about ¢50 million this
year, and ws expact to collact the same in 1950 with the sanme
level of feeas. _

The proposal for salt water fighing licenae fee invclvas a
$20 annual fes, and would conly apply %o thosa Fishing 3 to 200
niles offshore. It does not apply to surf fisharmen on the
beaches or inland (thase fishermen would be regulated by the
States, if at all), Normal expenses for a single day of offshore

I ' Y, 6-\ P M' ,.S_ . M
ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ;ﬁ;g:*ﬁi'~ﬁ$7t§4L£*,“{:;::;24{~; fi3 ) - vl 'f“’*QH”“
- l.w. : -" .. |.'I A l “fp (I @JI “ [ . . _
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#4ahing run $100-200, 80 I den't think a $20 annual fee is
purdenacme., Especially when the money wiil fund marine ressarch
and conservation programs in the offshore areas == this will
directly bensiit the #ighermen on whom the fes would be imposed.

0f courss, this proposal is not final and is subject to
negotiation with the Congreds.

guestion: Do you muppert tha full funding of the wallop~-Breaux
Prust Fund?

My administration has eliminated the proposal to cap the
Wallop-Breaux fund for sport £ish restoration. I believe that
thig is fund is vital to developing and restoring our Eigh
habitat and ¢ishing environments, and I support {ts funding in
#ull, I beliave thase funds should remain for thair intended
purposa, not capped and shirted to other purposes.

guestion: The new fsderal fire policy was anmnounced last week.
Can you give us any destails? 4 o pit amd a !L

: ~ The new firs management policy for federal lands was
/ kyyannounaed iast weak by Secretarieg Iujan and Yeutter.
¥ faderal officials to suppress all natural fives in £
. until individual fire management plans for the areas
o) & This was & rasult of one of the recommendations of
. the Pire Management Policy Review Tean established lamt Year.
¥11 wildland firas will ba daclarsd sithar a "prescribed" fire
' (one limited by qualified personnsl to a specific geographic nrea,
-5 spacitic obioctivu) or "wildfires' (a presoxibedifirs that
exceads @G> lin t-).wmmn%maﬂﬁ All

wildfires will be’ .
- guestions What is your polisy zegurding the federal puzchase of

‘ public lands and pazks?
“WJh& . STET i!!’

Ny udgeté%ggéo-ll te Congress included a reguest %o
purchase 15206, million in proposed land undex the lLand and Water
Conservaticn Fund involving both the Dapartment ¢f the Intarier
and the Porest Servica. Thess purchases in over 25 states will
‘ald pazks, national forasts, refuges, and public lands,

Five projects inoluded in this in tiative which might ef special
interest to you aret the San Francisco Bay, Bogue Chitto (BO
CHEETO) in Iculsiana, ACE Rivers Basin in South Carolina, Lake
Thompson in South Dakota, and Capé May in New Jarsey.

We've got to impreve recreational opportunities for those
1iving in our e¢ities vwhile protecting our most valuable natural
and cultural resources available. These purchasas vill do just
that. This will be a majer step toward protecting the quality of
1ife for futurs generatiens, and enriching America's heritage of
natural bsauty.
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guestion: Therae!'s talk that soume of your appointees at Zatexior
and Agriculturs are very pro-dsvelopzant, because they used to
vork for James Watt., DO you support thase noniness?

Let's look at the quality of the people and their own record
of good work in censervation and anvironmental matters. That's
wvhat matters to me, and I support ny neninees.

Questiont Won't the Adzinistzation's crine pucxagd abridg-'tii
rights of lagitimate qun owners?

No, it won't. As a hunter and a sportsman, I feel vary
strongly about protecting the rights of law-abiding Americans to
own guns, Nearly half of U.8, housaholds own onhe or more
firearms, and the overvhalming majority of thass firearms are
lagitimately owned and responsibly used, I carsfully considered
options for addressing the question of what to do about so=called
"asgault weapona." As a result, the Administration's viclent
crime package places the amphalil on punishing criminals who use
these particular guns, not law=abiding citizens who po&sess guns
and: use tham respensibly,

Every single action in ny plan is designed to further the
goal of ensuring that citizens are gafe in their homes and fael
secure in thelr communities. As the law snforceament
erganizations have polnted out, achieving this goal calls for
sons action against assauvlt wsapons, which can give deadly
criminnls a tactical advantages against polics in the war on
crine.

The central theme of the viclant crine pnckage is that those
whe cemmit crimes with firearms should be held fully accountable
for them. That's why the core of the plan invelves strong
seasures to snhancs our oriminal justice systen.

Questien: What was your ratienale for fooussing on gun magazines
above 18 rounds?

We focused on magazine capagity becausa & large-capacity
magazines is the one characteristic shared by aslmost every
"&lllultrtyfiﬂ weapon, We proposad-to take action against cnly
those magasines having mors than 13 rounds, out of a desire to
1save unaffected the guns that are usad in hunting and gporting
events. Gatting thage large-capacity magazines out of
girculation iz vital to protecting the lives of olice officers
who must fight criminals armed with semi-automatic pistels and
rifies featuring these magazines. This proposal will not
interfere with uses of firearms for hunting, other sporting
activities, or salf-protection. Moraover, it would not affact



SENT BY:Xerox lelecopier 7Uzu i b= 9=¥y¥ i 1d:d1 - 4TJUULIUI® ¥
SENT'BYEXBFOX Telecopler 7029 | 8= 5=88 ¢ Ti45AM 3 4586218« 838556888 5

4

the ability of those who now possass large-capacity magaaﬂnes, or
firearns featuring them, to eontinug to 4o 89,

cuestion: with sumzmer nhers, what is being done to prevent a
repeat of last year's pellution on the baachan?

In the short run, ths EPA has bagun to snforce new
legisliation to track and manage medical wastas; has bannad L’/,,r*'
overkoard dispesal of plastics from U.8. ships; and has started a
iignificant public education program on the problem of plastic
pollution. '
Summer beach pollution is a symptem of accelerating S
| population growth and uncontrolled development in coastal araas.
L3
" ;“gctions to address pollution, toxics and protection of eritical
ﬁ\dw coastal habitats such as wetlands, estuarigs, and nsar coastal
Wltﬂ!l)-;'gq.r.mom?‘"k Q'ntl'.'-'- Lvelopmont-wlvd e pmpune gt . g 7141_
loeal [owe] \n opdee Fr ehsure the (any: Larmm PESEPARE 4 & o
Question: You have set & goal of “No net loss of wetlands." MoV .- ...,/
do you plan to achieve this goal? %

I have satablished an interagency task force on wetlands
under the leadership of tha Domestic Policy Council to examine
means for achieving the no=-net=loss goal. This group is
undertaking 2 numbar of tasks, including recommending ways to
revise the strangthen the aexisting executive order on wetlands.
. As part of protecting our watlands, the North American
Waterfowl Management Plan will Zrotoct and improve 6 million
acres for watarfowl and other wildlife in the U.B8. and Canada.
The goal ia to restore a fall flight of more than 100 millien
_r’ bpirds vgWetlands contribute, among other things, to the brecding

of birds and other wildlife -~ and each year in this country e

nearly half a million acresz of watlanda are loat to devalopment
of one kind of another. We must protect the wildlife and the
wvetlands.

¥e as cutdoocrsmen, fishers and hunters, cah be the
‘eonsclance of our local communities when decisions affecting
wvetlands are made. -One of the most deeply cherighed values in
this country is stewardship of our natural rescurces -- of our
forasta, streams, and wildlife. Wetlands are a part of this
haritages and each of us must do our part to build a strenyg
censexrvation sthic throughout the country. ‘

guestiont What is your Administration doing adout international
environmental issues?

We are and will continue to lead in protecting the global
environment. Issues of priority to ue are ozone depletion,
global climate changes, Nagardous wapte axports, xarine poliution
and tha loss of tropical forestsa,

We have ocalled for an international phassout of
chlorofluoroocarbone (CFCx) and halons by the end of this century, .

- To “;}P weonpih this - L support He bane Fhrust or’ﬂ-f. éo‘f', Si:n.':;ﬁheli‘s Lil h l;"‘t‘ﬁ'“”*
the Mt Amerian Watuf While Hhe  Admfdeh 3 Savhe oncCrnt aboul The
AR  vepwiabion ) wep hnn'b &.:kmlw?‘rfm-yﬁf ‘over fle nesf \A::cks o;p develop 4"00&) bill #ht can
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provided that substituteus are available and as guided by ths
asssssment process under the Montreal Protosol.,

The U.8. also is playing a leading rols on the L
Intergovarnmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) to addrezse the-
problem of global warming. Recently, in Rairoki, the U.S.
offered to host a workshop next fall to begin work toward a
climate conventlien.

Wa have racently proposed to ban all exports of hazardous
wasts, whers agreenents 4o not axiat for thelr safe dispomal.

Questicn: Recently, BPA lduiniltrnﬁbr willian Reilly intervened
in the Two Forks Dam ang Reservoir preject Eornit procass in
Colerade. What is youz position on Mr., Reilly's action?

The Clean Water Act sstablishes a process for federal
agencies, in ocnosrt, to evaluate projscts with major
anvironmental consequences. Currently, until July 15 e comment
period is undarway. Following that period, the Adniniegtrator
will consult with appropriate officials as to the project and
come to a decision. I respect the process that is now underway
and do not think it sppropriate to commant further at this time.

guestion: Waat is the current status of tha Alasxan oil spill
q;alnup? .

Gansral:

Coast Guard Commandant Yest is in Alaska right now, etill
working on the situation. W¥e are committed to cleanin ug Prince
willian Sound, and we will hold Exxon to its cemmitment o
responsibility for the cleanup. This is not something that's
going to just go away, and we're going to work hard to restore
the anvironment as it was.

Spacific:

‘ with tha oil spill extending from northern Princa William
geund to the Weetarn and of Xodiak Island, logistioce from Valdez
ara becoming more and more difficult. Thus, clean-up "spike"
canps are being sat up at Kodiak, Seward and Homer.

With the imminent arrival of the Harbor seals' pupping
seascn, clsan-up orews and equipment have been removed from olled
arsas traditionally used for birthing.

The supsrtanker itself iz nearly ready to leave its
temporary repair site, and the potential for additional oil lezks
#vom tha hull have basen eliminatad according to Coast Guard and

Exxon officiale. Exxon is conducting the approvad test of the
disparsant Corexit) the Coast Guard and other agencies are
‘monitoring to datermine its effectiveness in removing oll and any
possible mida effects. -

Question: Do you support the effort to "save the Evargladas"?
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Yes, I do. The Administration supports,BrRv 1727 —a-bili—to

, @

National-Fark-Sywtem in-Seuth Florida, enhanced protection wil,

. ' L ]

bartnevshlp will be established for-land acquisition—Y anderse
MW&QI. who are werking to protect the
natural beauty and habitat of the Everglades. |

Question: what ia youi- position on tha spotted owl bainyg
dexignuated as a “throatened species"?

1
This is a tough issus, and I am looking to Secretary Iujan's Mtl‘fi@'{cf !
leadership in this area. The Fish and Wildlife Service's

yeariong study is about to begin on the matter, in consultation

with the Bursau of Land Managsment and the Forest Service. I

think we've got to let the procass work, and it would be

inappropriate for me to commant until the procass is complete.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 2, 1989

INFORMATION
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: DAVID DEMAREST

FROM: - MARY KATE GRANT’“\Y- '
- SUBJECT: Outdoor media roundtable

I. SUMMARY

You will be meeting on Tuesday, June 6 with‘members of the
outdoor media, for a question and answer session. Attached for
your review are possible questions and suggested answers.

II. DISCUSSION

The group will include approximately a dozen writers and
~editors from such outdoor sports magazines as Fins and Feathers,
Backpacker, Bassmaster, Field and Stream and Qutdoor Life. Ray
Scott and George Hommel will also be attending. Your brother-
in-law, James Pierce, will be representing Sports Afjield.

- Since this is more of a sportsmens' group than an
environmental group, the questions.deal mostly with preservation
- of federal lands, protected wildlife, legitimate gun use, sport

fishing issues, and the like. Since the Clean Air legislation
- will not yet be announced, the press office recommended.the
language on this be purposely vague. °

A briefing memorandum on the event from the Office of Media
Relations will follow on Monday.



POSSIBLE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
- FOR THE PRESIDENT
OUTDOOR MEDIA ROUNDTABLE
JUNE 6, 1989

Question: What is your assessment of the conditions of our
natural resources, especially of our streams, lakes and coastal
waters?

I care very deeply about our natural resources -- as
President of course, but as a fisherman and sportsman as well.
One of the best trips I've taken was out to the Grand Tetons with
my grandson, in 1987. That trip brought home the point that .
we've got to protect the land and water for our children's sake,
and for their children's sake. I want to see our natural
resources passed on to them in better condition than the way we
found themn. .

As far as the current conditions go, candidly, the
‘assessment is mixed. In terms of general water quality, the

states are reporting higher levels of toxins in our surface
waters, in:

o About one-third of the monitored estuaries and coastal
waters:;

o one-seventh of the monitored lakes:

o and four-fifths of monitored Great Lakes shoreline.

We're working to improve this, but it's hard work that takes
time. :

Question: We're very concerned about the effects of acia rain;

What are you going to do about this threat, which is killing our
fish and ruining our lakes?

Over the last several months we have been in the process of
drafting a significant proposal for renewal and revision of the
Clean Air Act. . This will include specific provisions for the
control of acid rain. We have evaluated, through the Domestic
Policy Council, many options on all aspects of Clean Air
~ legislation, especially acid rain and air toxins. We expect to

send a bill to Congress early this month.

Question: We understand that you are supporting user fees in our
national parks and a salt water fishing license fee. What is
your position on this? _

First of all, we are not currently proposing any increase in
national park fees. We're collecting about $50 million this
year, and we expect to collect the same in 1990 with the same
level of fees. .

The proposal for salt water fishing license fee involves a
$20 annual fee, and would only apply to those fishing 3 to 200
miles offshore. It does not apply to surf fishermen on the
beaches or inland (these fishermen would be regulated by the
States, if at -all). Normal expenses for a single day of offshore
fishing run $100-200, so I don't think a $20 annual fee is :
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burdensome. Especially when the money will fund marine research
and conservation programs in the offshore areas -- this will
directly benefit the fishermen on whom the fee would be imposed. -

Of course, this proposal is not final and is subject to
negotiation with the Congress.

Question: Do you support the full funding of the Wallop~-Breaux
Trust Fund? - .

My administration has eliminated the proposal to cap the
Wallop-Breaux fund for sport fish restoration. I believe that
this is fund is vital to developing and restoring our fish
habitat and fishing environments, and I support its funding in
full. I believe these funds should remain for ‘their intended
purpose, not capped and shifted to other purposes.

Question: The new federal fire policy was announced last week.
Can you give us any details? : '

The new fire management policy for federal lands was
announced last week by Secretaries Lujan and Yeutter. It directs
federal officials to suppress all natural fires in federal lands
until individual fire management plans for the areas can be
determined. This was a result of one of the recommendations of
the Fire Management Policy Review Team established last year.

All wildland fires will be declared either a "prescribed" fire
(one limited by qualified personnel to a specific geographic area
for specific objectives) or "wildfires" (a prescribed fire that ]
exceeds its limits or a natural fire caused by lightning). All

wildfires will be fought with appropriate fire-fighting action.

Question: What is your policy regarding the federal purchase of
public lands and parks?. ‘

My budget proposal to Congress included a request to
purchase $206 million in proposed land under the Land and Water
Conservation Fund involving both the Department of the Interior
and the Forest Service. = These purchases in over 25 states will
aid parks, national forests, refuges, and public lands.

Five projects included in this initiative which might of special
interest to you are: the San Francisco Bay, Bogue Chitto (BO
CHEETO) in Louisiana, ACE Rivers Basin in South Carolina, Lake
Thompson in South Dakota, and Cape May in New Jersey.

We've got to improve recreational opportunities for those
living in our cities while protecting our most valuable natural
and cultural resources available. These purchases will do just
that. This will be a major step toward protecting the quality of

life for future generations, and enriching America's heritage of
natural beauty.



Question: There’s talk that some of your appbinteea at Interior
and Agriculture are very pro-development, because they used to
work for James Watt. Do you support these nominees? :

Let’s look at the quality of the people and their.own,record

0of good work in conservation and environmental matters. That'’s

what matters to me, and I support my nominees.

Question: Won'’‘t the Admihistration's'crima package abridge the
rights of legitimate gun owners?

No, it won‘t. As a hunter and a sportsman, I feel very
strongly about protecting the rights of law-abiding Americans to
own gquns. Nearly half of U.S. households own one or more
firearms, and the overwhelming majority of these firearms are
legitimately owned and responsibly used. I carefully considered
options for addressing the question of what to do about so-called
"assault weapons." As a result, the Administration’s violent

- crime package places the emphasis on punishing criminals who use

these particular guns, not law-abiding citizens who possess guns
and use them responsibly. - ,

Every single action in my plan is designed to further the
goal of ensuring that citizens are safe in their homes and feel
secure in their communities. As the law enforcement
organizations have pointed out, achieving this goal calls for
some action against assault weapons, which can give deadly
criminals a tactical advantage against police in the war on
crime. :

The central theme of the violent crime package is that those
who commit crimes with firearms should be held fully accountable
for them. That’s why the core of the plan involves strong

measures to enhance our criminal justice system.

Question: What was your rationale for focuésing on gun magazines
above 15 rounds? ' :

We focused on magazine capacity because a large-capacity
magazine is the one characteristic shared by almost every
"assault-type" weapon. We proposed.to take action against only
those magazines having more than 15 rounds, out of a-desire to
leave unaffected the guns that are used in hunting and sporting
events. Getting these large-capacity magazines out of
circulation is vital to protecting the lives of police officers
who must fight criminals armed with semi-automatic pistols and
rifles featuring these magazines. This proposal will not
interfere with uses of firearms for hunting, other sporting
activities, or self-protection. Moreover, it would not affect



the ability of those who now possess large-capacity magazines, or
firearms featuring them, to continue to do so.

Question: With summer here, wvhat is being done to prevent a
repeat of last year's pollution on the beaches?

In the short run, the EPA has begun to enforce new
'legislation'to'track and manage medical wastes; has banned
overboard disposal of plastics from U.S. ships; and has started a
significant public education program on the problem of plastic
pollution. _

Summer beach pollution is a symptom of accelerating
population growth and uncontrolled development in coastal areas.
To attack these basic causes, EPA has also begqun long-term
actions to address pollution, toxics and protection of critical

coastal habitats such as wetlands, estuaries, and near coastal
waters.

- Question: You have set a goal of "No net loss of wetlands." How
do you plan to achieve this goal?

I have established an interagency task force on wetlands
under the leadership of the Domestic Policy Council to examine
means for achieving the no-net-loss goal. This group is
undertaklng a number of tasks, includlng recommending ways to
-revise the strengthen the existing executive order on wetlands.

‘As part of protecting our wetlands, the North American
Waterfowl Management Plan will protect and improve 6 million
acres for waterfowl and other wildlife in the U.S. and Canada.
The goal is to restore a fall flight of more than 100 million
birds. Wetlands contribute, among other things, to the breeding
of birds and other wildlife -- and each year in this country
nearly half a million acres of wetlands are lost to development
of one kind of another. We must protect the wildlife and the
wetlands. '

We as outdoorsmen, fishers and hunters, can be the
conscience of our local communities when decisions affecting
wetlands are made. One of the most deeply cherished values in
this country is stewardship of our natural resources -- of our
forests, streams, and wildlife. Wetlands are a part of this.
heritage and each of us must do our part to build .a strong
conservation ethic throughout the country.

Question: What is your Administration doing about international
environmental issues?

We are and w111 continue to 1ead in protecting the global
environment. Issues of priority to us are ozone depletion, .
global climate changes, hazardous waste exports, marine pollutlon
and the loss of tropical forests. -

We have called for an international phaseout of
. chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and halons by the end of this century,
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provided that substitutes are available and as guided by the
assessment process under the Montreal Protocol.

The U.S. also is playing a leading role on the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) to address the
problem of global warming. Recently, in Nairobi, the U.S.
offered to host a workshop next fall to begin work toward a
climate convention. |
. We have recently proposed to ban all exports of hazardous
waste, where agreements do not exist for their safe disposal.

Question: Recently, EPA Administrator William Reilly intervened
in the Two Forks Dam and Reservoir project permit process in
Colorado. What is your position om Mr. Reilly's action?

The Clean Water Act establishes a process for federal
agencies, in concert, to evaluate projects with major
environmental consequences. Currently, until July 15 a comment
period is underway. Following that period, the Administrator
will consult with appropriate officials as to the project and
come to a decision. I respect the process that is now underway
and do not think it appropriate to comment further at this time.

Question: What is the current status of the Alaskan oil spill
cleanup? : ,

General:

Coast Guard Commandant Yost is in Alaska right now, still
working on the situation. We are committed to cleaning up Prince
William Sound, and we will hold Exxon to its commitment of
responsibility for the cleanup. This is not something that's

going to just go away, and we're going to work hard to restore
the environment as it was.

Specific: ‘

. With the o0il spill extending from northern Prince William
Sound to the Western end of Kodiak Island, logistics from Valdez

are becoming more and more difficult. Thus, clean-up "spike"

camps are being set up at Kodiak, Seward and Homer.

With the imminent arrival of the Harbor seals' pupping
season, clean-up crews and equipment have been removed from oiled
areas traditionally used for birthing.

The supertanker itself is nearly ready to leave its-
temporary repair site, and the potential for additional oil leaks
from the hull have been eliminated according to Coast Guard and
Exxon officials. Exxon is conducting the approved test of the
dispersant Corexit; the Coast Guard and other agencies are

monitoring to determine its effectiveness in removing oil and any
possible side effects. :

Question: Do you support the effort to nSave the Everglades®?
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Yes, I do. The Administration supports H.R. 1727, a bill to
.expand the boundaries and protect the natural resources of the
Everglades. Under this bill, 110,000 acres will be added to the
National Park System in South Florida, enhanced protection will
be provided to the Everglades National Park, and a Federal/State
partnership will be established for land acquisition.” I endorse
this effort, and support those who are working to protect the -
‘natural beauty and habitat of the Everglades. - ,
Question: What is your position'on the spotted owl being
designated as a "threatened species"?

.. This is a tough issue, and I am looking to Secretary Lujan's -
leadership in this area. The Fish and Wildlife Service's g
yearlong study is about to begin on the matter, in consultation
with the Bureau of Land Management and the Forest Service. I
think we've got to let the process work, and it would be
inappropriate for me to comment until the process is complete.

44
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POSSIBLE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
. FOR THE PRESIDENT
OUTDOOR MEDIA ROUNDTABLE
JUNE 6, 1989

Question: What is your assessment of the conditions of our
natural resources, especially of our streams, lakes and coastal
wvaters?

I care very deeply about our natural resources -- as
President of course, but as a fisherman and sportsman as well.
One of the best trips I've taken was out to the Grand Tetons with
my grandson, in 1987. That trip brought home the point that
we've got to protect the land and water for our children's sake,

‘and for their children's sake. I want to see our natural

resources passed on to them in better condition than the way we
found then. ,

As far as the current conditions go, candidly, the
assessment is mixed. In terms of general water quality, the
states are reporting higher levels of toxins in our surface
waters, in:

o About one-third of the monitored estuaries and coastal
waters;

o one-seventh of the monitored lakes;

o and four-fifths of monitored Great l.akes shoreline.

We're working to improve this, but it's hard work that takes
time.

Questioh: We're very concerned about the effects of acid rain.
What are you going to do about this threat, which is killing our
fish and ruining our lakes?

Over the last several months we have been in the process of
drafting a significant proposal for renewal and revision of the
Clean Air Act. This will include specific provisions for the.
control of acid rain. We have evaluated, through the Domestic
Policy Council, many options on all aspects of Clean Air '
legislation, especially acid rain and air toxins. We expect to
send a bill to Congress early this month.

Question: We understand that you are supporting user fees in our
national parks and a salt water fishing license fee. What is
your p051t1on on this?

First of all, we are not currently proposing any increase in
national park fees. We're collecting about $50 million this
year, and we expect to collect the same in 1990 with the same
level of fees.

The proposal for salt water fishing license fee involves a
$20 annual fee, and would only apply to those fishing 3 to 200
miles offshore. It does not apply to surf fishermen on the
beaches or inland (these fishermen would be regulated by the
States, if at all). Normal expenses for a single day of offshore
fishing run $100-200, so I don't think a $20 annual fee is
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burdensome. Especially when the money will fund marine research

and conservation programs in the offshore areas =-- this will

directly benefit the fishermen on whom the fee would be imposed.
Of course, this proposal is not final and is subject to

"negotiation with the Congress.

Question: Do you support the full funding of the Wallop-Breaux
Trust Fund?

My administration has eliminated the proposal to cap the
Wallop-Breaux fund for sport fish restoration. I believe that
this is fund is vital to developing and restoring our fish
habitat and fishing environments, and I support its funding in
full. I believe these funds should remain for their intended
purpose, not .capped and shifted to other purposes.

Question: The new federal fire policy was announced last week.
Can you give us any details?

The new fire management policy for federal lands was
announced last week by Secretaries Lujan and Yeutter. It directs
federal officials to suppress all natural fires in federal lands
until individual fire management plans for the areas can be
determined. This was a result of one of the recommendations of
the Fire Management Policy Review Team established last year.

All wildland fires will be declared either a "prescribed" fire
(one limited by qualified personnel to a specific geographic area
for specific objectives) or "wildfires"™ (a prescribed fire that
exceeds its limits or a natural fire caused by lightning). All
wildfires will be fought with appropriate fire-fighting action.

Question: What is your policy regardlng the federal purchase of
public lands and parks?

My budget proposal to Congress included a request to
purchase $206 million in proposed land under the Land and Water
Conservation Fund involving both the Department of the Interior
and the Forest Service. These purchases in over 25 states will
aid parks, national forests, refuges, and public lands.

Five projects included in this initiative which might of special
interest to you are: the San Francisco Bay, Bogue Chitto (BO
CHEETO) in Louisiana, ACE Rivers Basin in South Carolina, Lake
Thompson in South Dakota, and Cape May in New Jersey.

We've got to improve recreational opportunities for those
living in our cities while protecting our most valuable natural
and cultural resources available. These purchases will do just

- that. This will be a major step toward protecting the quality of

life for future generations, and enriching America's heritage of
natural beauty.



Question: There's talk that some of your appointees at Interior
and Agriculture are very pro-development, because they used to
work for James Watt. Do you support these nominees?

Let's look at the quality of the people and their own record
of good work in conservation and environmental matters. That's
what matters to me, and I support my nominees.

Question: Won't the Administration's crime package abridge the
rights of legitimate gun owners?

No, it won't. As a hunter and a sportsman, I feel very
strongly about protecting the rights of law-abiding Americans to
own guns. Nearly half of U.S. households own one or more
firearms, and the overwhelming majority of these firearms are
legitimately owned and responsibly used. I carefully considered
options for addressing the question of what to do about so-called
"assault weapons." As a result, the Administration's violent
crime package places the emphasis on punishing criminals who use

" these particular guns, not law-abiding citizens who possess guns

and use them responsibly.

Every single action in my plan is designed to further the
goal of ensuring that citizens are. safe in their homes and feel
secure in their communities. As the law enforcement
organizations have pointed out, achieving this goal calls for
some action against assault weapons, which can give deadly
criminals a tactical advantage against police in the war on
crime.

The central theme of the violent crime package is that those
who commit crimes with firearms should be held fully accountable
for them. That's why the core of the plan involves strong
measures to enhance our criminal justice system.

Question: What was your rationale for focussing on gun magazines
above 15 rounds?

We focused on magazine capacity because a large-capacity
magazine is the one characteristic. shared by almost every
"assault-type" weapon. We proposed to take action against only
those magazines having more than 15 rounds, out of a desire to
leave unaffected the guns that are used in huntlng "and sporting
events. Gettlng these large-capacity magazines out of
circulation is vital to protecting the lives of police officers
who must fight criminals armed with semi-automatic pistols and
rifles featuring these magazines. This proposal will not
interfere with uses of firearms for hunting, other sporting
activities, or self-protection. Moreover, it would not affect
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the ability of those who now possess large-capacity magazines, or
firearms featuring them, to continue to do so.

Question: With summer here, what is being done to prevent a
repeat of last year's pollution on the beaches?

In the short run, the EPA has begun to enforce new
legislation to track and manage medical wastes; has banned
overboard disposal of plastics from U.S. ships; and has started a
significant public education program on the problem of plastic
pollution.

Summer beach pollution is a symptom of accelerating
population growth and uncontrolled development in coastal areas.
To attack these basic causes, EPA has also begun long-term
actions to address pollution, toxics and protection of critical
coastal habitats such as wetlands, estuaries, and near coastal
waters.

Question: You have set a goal of "No net loss of wetlands." How
do you plan to achieve this goal?

I have established an interagency task force on wetlands
under the leadership of the Domestic Policy Council to examine
means for achieving the no-net-loss goal. This group is
undertaking a number of tasks, including recommending ways to
revise the strengthen the existing executive order on wetlands.

As part of protecting our wetlands, the North American
Waterfowl Management Plan will protect and improve 6 million
acres for waterfowl and other wildlife in the U.S. and Canada.
The goal is to restore a fall flight of more than 100 million
birds. Wetlands contribute, among other things, to the breeding
of birds and other wildlife -- and each year in this country
nearly half a million acres of wetlands are lost to development
of one kind of another. We must protect the wildlife and the
wetlands.

We as outdoorsmen, fishers and hunters, can be the
conscience of our local communities when decisions affecting
wetlands are made. One of the most deeply cherished values in
this country is stewardship of our natural resources -- of our
forests, streams, and wildlife. Wetlands are a part of this
heritage and each of us must do our part to build a strong
conservation ethic throughout the country.

Question: What is your Administration doing about international
environmental issues?

We are and will continue to lead in protecting the global
environment. Issues of priority to us are ozone depletion,
global climate changes, hazardous waste exports, marine pollution
and the loss of tropical forests.

We have called for an international phaseout of
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and halons by the end of this century,
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provided that substitutes are available and as guided by the
assessment process under the Montreal Protocol.

The U.S. also is playing a leading role on the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) to address the
problem of global warming. Recently, in Nairobi, the U.S.
offered to host a workshop next fall to begin work toward a
climate convention.

We have recently proposed to ban all exports of hazardous
waste, where agreements do not exist for their safe disposal.

Question: Recently, EPA Administrator William Reilly intervened
in the Two Forks Dam and Reservoir project permit process in
Colorado. What is your position on Mr. Reilly's action?

The Clean Water Act establishes a process for federal
agencies, in concert, to evaluate projects with major
environmental consequences. Currently, until July 15 a comment
period is underway. Following that period; the Administrator
will consult with appropriate officials as to the project and
come to a decision. I respect the process that is now underway
and do not think it appropriate to comment further at this time.

Question: What is the current status of the Alaskan oil spill
cleanup?

General:

Coast Guard Commandant Yost is in Alaska right now, still
working on the situation. We are committed to cleaning up Prince
William Sound, and we will hold Exxon to its commitment of
responsibility for the cleanup. This is not something that's
going to just go away, and we're going to work hard to restore
the environment as it was.

Specific:

With the oil spill extending from northern Prince William
Sound to the Western end of Kodiak Island, logistics from Valdez
are becoming more and more difficult. Thus, clean-up "spike"
camps are being set up at Kodiak, Seward and Homer. '

With the imminent arrival of the Harbor seals' pupping
season, clean-up crews and equipment have been removed from oiled
areas traditionally used for birthing.

The supertanker itself is nearly ready to leave its
temporary repair site, and the potential for additional oil leaks
from the hull have been eliminated according to Coast Guard and
Exxon officials. Exxon is conducting the approved test of the
dispersant Corexit; the Coast Guard and other agencies are
monitoring to determine its effectiveness in removing oil and any
possible side effects.

Question: Do you support the effort to "Save the Everglades"?
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Yes, I do. The Administration supports H.R. 1727, a bill to
expand the boundaries and protect the natural resources of the
Everglades. Under this bill, 110,000 acres will be added to the
National Park System in South Florida, enhanced protection will
be provided to the Everglades National Park, and a Federal/State.
partnership will be established for land acquisition. I endorse
this effort, and support those who are working to protect the
natural beauty and habitat of the Everglades.
Question: What is your position on the spotted owl being
designated as a "threatened species"?

This is a tough issue, and I am looking to Secretary ILujan's
leadership in this area. The Fish and Wildlife Service's
yearlong study is about to begin on the matter, in consultation
with the Bureau of Land Management and the Forest Service. I
think we've got to let the process work, and it would be
inappropriate for me to comment until the process is complete.

# # #



