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REMARKS: MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY

AMERICAN CEMETERY

NETTUNO, ITALY

SUNDAY, !MAY 28, 1989

10:00 A:M. ,

WE GATHER TODAY TO MARK MEMORIAL DAY IN AMERICA, TO
HONOR THE THOUSANDS OF YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN, BURIED HERE
AND ELSEWHERE, WHO PUT THEMSE%VES IN HARM'S WAY SO THAT

OTHERS MIGHT LIVE IN FREEDOM.

|
|
|
|
|
-2 -

As WE GATHER, IT IS DAWN;IN AMERICA. MEMORIAL DAy
WEEKEND. THE FIRST DAYS OF %UMMER. SOON SCREEN DOORS
WILL SLAM, PARKS WILL SOUND WITH THE CRACK OF THE BAT,
'CHILDREN'S VOICES WILL RISE &N THE SUMMER BREEZE
'PUNGENT WITH THE SCENT OF BA%BECUE SMOKE .

AND THE RITES OF SUMMER %RE MARKED BY AMERICAN
TRADITIONS. AS MORNING c0ME$ TO INDIANAPOLIS THE
SMELLS OF COFFEE AND GAsoEINE WILL MINGLE IN THE HEAT

|
RISING OFF THE SUN-BAKED RACEWAY.



I
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FURTHER WEST, THERE'LL BE ANOTHER RACE, AS THE BLAST OF
. . . L% ’
A SHIP'S WHISTLE SENDS THE RIVERBOATS Huck FINN AND ToM

SAWYER STEAMING DOWN THE MISSISSIPPI OFF THE DOCKS OF

St. Louis. |

MemMorRIAL DAY WEEKEND. BY THE TIME TODAY'S CEREMONY

|
CONCLUDES THE FIRST RAYS OF SPNLIGHT WILL STREAK ACROSS

THE POTOMAC, FLASHING FIRST HTOP THE MONUMENT TO THE
FOUNDER OF OUR REPUBLIC, THE“ REACHING DOWN TO TOUCH

|
THE SILENT ROWS OF WHITE MAR&ERS ON THE GREEN VIRGINIA

HILLSIDE THAT IS ARLINGTON CEMETERY.
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SOON THE GATHERING LIGHT WILL hEVEAL‘A LONE FIGURE -- A
MAN IN UNIFORM -- STANDING GUARJ AT THE TOMQ'OF THE
UNKNOWN SOLDIERS, A ROUND THE CLOCK VIGIL UNBROKEN IN
MORE THAN FIFTY YEARS. ANOTHER MOMENT AND THE DAWN
WILL FLOOD THE PARK THAT LAYS BENEATH THE GAZE OF
LINCOLN, EMBRACING THE CANDLES THAT FLICKER EACH NIGHT |

: | |
ALONG THE WALLS OF THE VIETNAM MEMORIAL.
|
|

- 6?'
AND SOON THE PLAINTIVE s$UND OF TAPS WILL RISE IN
THE WIND IN CITIES AND HAMLEfs ALL ACROSS AMERICA,
HEARD BY VETERANS OF FOUR WAﬁs, AS THEY GATHER TO
SALUTE THE FALLEN. IN TOWN AFTER TOWN THElRITUAL AT
_SUNRISE WILL BE THE SAME, ASEFIRST THE FLAG IS RAISED,
THEN SLOWLY LOWERED TO HALF-MAST.
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THE THOUGHTS OF SOME WILL IUBN EASTwARD TOWARD THE
SUN -- ACROSS THE OCEAN AND ACROSS FOUR DECADES -- TO
THIS GRASSY PLAIN ABOVE THE SHORES OF THE
MEDITERRANEAN, WHERE 45 YEARS AGO THE U.S. THIRD
INFANTRY DIVISION -- AMONG THE!MOST DECORATED IN WORLD
WAR II -- LED THE BLOODY ADVAN%E TOWARD THE LIBERATION
OF RoME. ?

ON THAT MemoriAL DAY WEEkEND -- 1944 -- I was Not
YET 20, FLYING TORPEDO BOMBERS | OFF THE U.S.S. San
JACINTO ON THE OTHER SIDE OF TNE WORLD AS SHE HEADED
FROM WAKE ISLAND TOWARD SAIPAN LIKE AMERICANS
EVERYWHERE, THE MEN ABOARD OUR SHIP HAD EAGERLY
FOLLOWED NEWS OF THE ITALIAN CAMPAIGN

DURING FOUR LONG MONTHS OF | 1944 THE COMBATANTS OF
WorLD WAR II weRE LOCKED NEAR NETTUNO IN A DEADLY
EMBRACE.,
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BuT BEFORE THE WEEK WAS OUT, THE FACE OF THE WORLD'S
GREATEST CONFLICT WOULD BE CHANGED AND THE FATE OF THE
ENEMY SEALED. ON JuUNE 4TH, AMERICAN TROOPS ENTERED
ROME, THE STREETS LINED BY CHEERING ITALIANS. By
MIDNIGHT GENERAL MARK CLARK'sfFIFTH ARMY STOOD ON THE
BANKS OF THE TIBER, AND THE wdRD WENT OUT TO A WAITING
AMERICA: FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE THE LANDINGS AT
SALERNO IN SEPTEMBER 1943 THE ENEMY WAS IN FULL

RETREAT. |
' !

|
|
- 1{ -

IT WAS THE BEGINNING OFiTHE END. AND TWO DAYS
LATER A NEW FRONT OPENED WITH D-DAYy, THE NorMANDY
LANDING. }

THE FIGHT TO LIBERATE I+ALY WAS AS FIERCE AND
HEROIC AS ANY SEEN IN THE WAé. THE DANGER To_EACH
ADVERSARY WAS SUCH THAT THE éurcoms OF THE WAR ITSELF
SEEMED TO HANG AT THAT MOMENT ON THE VALOR AND THE
VIGOR OF EACH MAN WHO STRUGG#ED NEAR THE WATER'S EDGE.

) : i



i, 115-
ONE SUCH SOLDIER was SGT; ?YLVESTER ANTOLAK, AN
OHIO FARMBOY AND THE YOUNGESTESON OF POLISH IMMIGRANTS.
ON A DRIZZLY MORNING FORTY—FIVE YEARS AGO THIS WEEK, HE
LED STAFF SGT. AUDIE MurRPHY AND OTHERS IN A BOLD CHARGE
THROUGH THE RAIN AND THE RUININEAR CISTERNA -- ONE MAN
AGAINST A MACHINEGUN NEST THAT BLOCKED THE ROAD TO

RoME. |

.THREE TIMES HE WAS CUT DPWN BY FIRE. THREE TIMES

|
HE GOT BACK UP, TUCKING HIS FUN UNDER HIS SHATTERED
RIGHT ARM. By THE TIME HE HAD DISABLED THE GUNNERS,

TEN ENEMY SOLDIERS SURRENDERED TO THIS MAN WHOM THEIR

BULLETS COULD NOT STOP. ;
| SGT. ANTOLAK FELL NEAR CISTERNA THAT SAME DAY. HE
RESTS HERE BENEATH THE CEDAﬁs OF NETTUNO WITH NEARLY
8,000 SOLDIERS, HIS GRAVE ONE OF TWO MARKED WITH THE

CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR

i
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JOINED BY THE NAMES OF ANOTHER 3,000 MISSING ETCHED IN

THE WHITE MARBLE OF THE CHAPEL,Q%HEY COME FROM EVERY‘
AMEﬁi?AN STATE, FROM TEXAS To MAINE, ALaska T0 FLORIDA.
AND THESE WHITE CROSSES AND STARS OF DAVID RING THE
WORLD == ACROSS THE BATTLEFIELDS OF EUROPE AND THE
JUNGLES OF ASIA, THE DESERTS OF NORTH AFRICA, THE
HILLSIDES OF OUR HOMELAND -- IN SILENT TRIBUTE TO
AMERICA'S BATTLES FOR FREEDOM |IN THIS CENTURY.

- 14 |-

IT WAS WITH THE MEMORY OF THE SACRIFICES OF THE

AMERICAN, BRITISH AND FRENCH SOLDIERS WHO FELL DURING
THE CAMPAIGN TO LIBERATE ITALY -- AND THE SACRIFICES OF
MILLIONS OF OTHER EUROPEANS AND AMERICANS IN THE CAUSE

OF FREEDOM -- FRESH IN MIND THAT NATO WAS CREATED AFTER
THE WAR. |
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As I REFLECT ON THIS.SCENE}!fND ANTICIPATE THE

DYNAMIC AND FORWARD-LOOKING EUROPE OF THE 1990'5, I
THINK OF GENERATIONS OF YOUNG PEOPLE ON BOTH SIDES OF
THE ATLANTIC WHO HAVE GROWN up IN PEACE AND PROSPERITY.
WITH NO EXPERIENCE OF THE HORRPR AND DESTRUCTION OF
WAR, IT MAY BE DIFFICULT FOR TPEMLTO UNDERSTAND WHY WE
NEED TO KEEP A STRONG MILITARﬁ DETERRENT TO PREVENT
WAR, AND TO PRESERVE FREEDOM QND DEMOCRACY. THE ANSWER

IS HERE, AMONG THE QUIET OF THE GRAVES.
|

b
i

|
; 155_
THE COST OF MAINTAINING FREEDOM IS BROUGHT HOME TO
US ALL WHEN TRAGEDY STRIKES -% AS IT DID LAST MONTH ON
THE USS IowA. THE LOSS OF THbSE FINE SAILORS -- AND
THE TEARS OF THEIR FAMILIES.APD LOVED ONES -- REMIND US
ALL OF THE RISK AND SACRIFICE*iN HUMAN TERMS THAT

. . . . !
SECURITY SOMETIMES DEMANDS. |
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LET ME ADD HOW IMPRESSIVE WERE THE MANY EXPRESSIONS OF-
SYMPATHY I RECEIVED FROM LEADERS AROUND THE, WORLD, AND
PARTICULARLY BY THE ELOQUENT WORDS OF ITALY'S
DISTINGUISHED PRESIDENT, FRANéEsco Coss1GA, As HE
- SHARED THE SORROW OF OUR LOSS%

I
SGT. ANTOLAK ALSO UNDERSTOOD THE COST OF FREEDOM.

.TODAY IN HIS HOMETOWN OF ST. CLAIRSVILLE OHIo --

POPULATION 6, 000 -~ THE TOWNSPEOPLE WILL GATHER BY THE
LOCAL COURTHOUSE TO DEDICATE 'A WHITE GRANITE MEMORIAL
.TO THE COUNTY's MEDAL oFf HONOR WINNERS. GEORGE AND
STANLEY ANTOLAK WILL BE THERE == TO REMEMBER THEIR
BROTHER -- THEIR HERO, AND OURS.

4
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IT IS THE KIND OF SCENE THAJ WILL BE REPEATED TODAY

AND TOMORROW IN PARKS AND cuuhcuvARps_ALL ACROSS
|
AMERICA.

t
|

A BIT NORTH OF MARK TWAINkS HANNIBAL -- JUST UP THE
MISSISSIPPI FROM THAT STEAMBOAT RACE I MENTIONED --
LIES THE TOWN OF QUINCY, ILLIhOIsé WHEN WorRLD WAR II
CAME, QUINCY OFFERED UP HER sbns IN SERVICE. THREE

. | A .
BROTHERS ---DONALD, PRESTON, pND WiLLiAaM KASPERVIK --

JOINED THE ARMY AIR CoRPS. |
|
|
|

- 20 -

_ |
THEIR STORY IS A COMMON ONE -- AND YET UNCOMMON IN THE

|

‘ ‘ 0 SERVE.

WAY OF ALL THOSE wHo ANSWERE? THE CALL T
"~ THE FIRST BROTHER, DONAL?, WAS KILLED WHEN TWO
BOMBERS COLLIDED ON MANEUVER$ IN New MExzco, AND THEIR
MOTHER GRIEVED. PRESTON, THE SECOND BROTHER, DIED JUST
. | | :
SOUTH OF HERE IN SICILY, SHORTLY AFTER PATTON'S
SUCCESSFUL INVASION. AND THEIR MOTHER WAS OVERCOME
ONCE AGAIN.



- 21 -

TEN DAYS LATER, THE THIRD BROTHER, WILLIAM WENT
DOWN DURING A DANGEROUS BOMBING”MIssxon'OVEg THE
MOUNTAINS OF CENTRAL ITALY. ON THE DAY OF HIS DEATH,
HIS MOTHER RECEIVED A LETTER FROM HIM, URGING HER NOT
TO WORRY. WHEN THE THIRD TELEGRAM CAME, HIS MOTHER
COULD NOT BRING HERSELF TO ANSWER THE DOOR.

WILLIAM AND PRESTON KASPERVIK ARE BURIED HERE SIDE
BY SIDE ~-- IN SOIL THEY HELPED TO FREE. BROTHERS IN
LIFE, BROTHERS IN ARMS, BROTHERS IN ETERNITY.

- 22 -

THEIR MOTHER DIED 20 YEAR# AGO. BUT BACK HOME IN
QuINCY, THE EXTRAORDINARY SACRIFICE OF THIS ORDINARY
AMERICAN FAMILY IS STILL REMEMBERED. AND TODAY, AS
THEY DO EVERY YEAR, THE VFW AND THE AMERICAN LEGION
WILL HONOR QUINCY'S FALLEN NATIVES WITH A HOMETOWN
PARADE DOWN MAIN STREET, HIGH ABOVE THE BANKS OF THE
MIssissIpPPI.



I
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As WE GATHER TODAY, IT IS DAWN IN AMERICA.
MeMORIAL DAY WEEKEND. AND A5|f;5 SUN RISES AND THE
SUMMER BEGINS, THE IMAGES Boqu HERE AND AT HOME ARE OF
COUNTRIES THAT ARE PROSPEROU% AND SECURE, COUNTRIES
CONFIDENT OF THEIR PLACE IN THE WORLD AND AWARE OF THE

RESPONSIBILITY THAT COMES WIWH THAT PLACE.

SOON THAT LONE SOLDIER AT ARLINGTON WILL RESUME HIS
PACES -~ 21 STEPS IN EACH DIRECTION, THE CHANGING OF
THE GUARD PRECISELY ON THE HﬁLF HOUR. AT GETTYSBURG,
THE SCHOOLCHILDREN WILL SCATFER FLOWERS ON OTHER

‘UNKNOWN GRAVES, BLUE AND GRAW SIDE BY SIDE, AMERICANS.
!
|
i
|



- 25 -

ON MemorIAL DAY, WE GIVE THAN§§ FOR THE BLESSINGS
OF FREEDOM AND PEACE AND FOR THE GENERATIONS OF
AMERICANS WHO HAVE WON THEM FOR US. ' WE ALSO PRAY FOR
THE SAME STRENGTH AND MORAL RESOLVE DEMONSTRATED BY
THESE VETERANS, AS WELL AS FOR THE TRUE AND LASTING
PEACE FOUND IN A WORLD WHERE LIBERTY AND JUSTICE
PREVAIL. |

- 26 -
AND WITH THAT PRAYER, I ASK': THAT YOU JOIN IN YOUR
OWN .SILENT PRAYERS AS WE PLACE :A WREATH TO COMMEMORATE
THE SACRIFICE OF THOSE BURIED I-‘IIERE AT NETTUNO -- AND
| THE SACRIFICE OF ALL MEN AND WO:MEN WHO HAVE GIVEN THEIR

LIVES FOR FREEDOM.
# # . #
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he

ir stockpiles of am-
ire the cease-fire took
the time came, the
1 and the silence was
ling,” Mills said.
ceremony, the Quincy
ngh School Band per-

the drrectlon of Pam.

egan with a flyover by
e Ilinois Air Guard’s
1 Fighter Group based
1. A former Adams
.e’s attorney,
he lead plane.

rans, in a separate

;0 unveiled. the Veter-.

ign Wars Memorial
onor all war veterans.
iron fountain is the re-

similar 19th century
ilt on the grounds, The

tain was dismantled. .

to the World War II
1 efforts. .

Tom .

, a3 |II|n0|s Veterans Home at whlch the Korean" "
ed War Memonal was. dedlcated Tuesday '

VFW members across Illinois last
year raised the nearly $9,300
needed to buy the fountain from
Robinson Iron Co. of Alexander
City, Ala. “Robinson Iron also made
a substantial donation by charging
about one-third of the regular cost
of the fountain,” said James Sib-
bing, director of the physical site at
the Veterans Home. “Both of these

types of memorials have to be paid -

for~ with private donations.” State

funds for the home have- to be used.

for health care.” -

“Bill Jackson, 1988 state VFW:
commander, called the fountain “a-
meifiorial for all veterans to be

proud of.”
The iron company .cast the foun-
tain-from “authentic patterns they

purchased from the J.L. Mott Co. of
New York,” -a now-defunct firm.

which built the original fountain on
the site, Sibbing said. The pattern
was made in 1878, he added.

Bush recalls 3 Qumcy
brothe_rs kllled in war .

~ :By Eric Johnson
lhrald Whle Shﬁ Writer

A wrdows memones, faded

newspaper chppmgs, a- grave-

stone

- % There ls httle else to remind

- Quincyans ' of the ‘Kaspervik
brothers — three young ‘soldiers

1 § whose deaths shattered- a local

famrly more than 45 years ago.

“But| on Monday, thousands of
- miles| away in Italy, President
Bush revrved the emotional story
of the Kasperviks and the war-
. time sacnfxce ‘of thexr mother,
the late Edith Rosen. -

Bush shared the story wrth the
world| durmg a -Memorial Day

.| ceremony in Nettlmo, Italy He

stood lbefore the graves of more

than 7 800 American servicemen-
- and women who died during the -

battles of 1943-44, when the Al-
ll.l invaded Italy. - °

" In a speech evokmg Amencan
nostalgra, Bush ‘used the- Kas-

. pervik story to symbolize a ‘most
poxgnant mlhtary tradition — a.

family’s- -precious glft m defense
of the] nation. -

The oldest - brother, Fxrst Lt.
Donald W.. Kaspervik; was killed

in New Mexico while flying a B-
24 bomber during a training.

mrssnon June. 16, 1943. The mid-
dle brother, Cpl. Preston: Lee
Kaspemk, died ‘of an-jillness in
Sicily/on Jan. 4, 1944. And the
youngest, Second Lt. . William T.
“Bill"| Kaspervik, was lnlled

' durmg ‘a’ bombing, mission in

Italy on Jan, 14, 1944,
Donald’s wxdow, Lillian Slater

.. of 2706 Elm, is believed to be the_

sole’ sumv1ng family mémber in

. ‘Quincy. ~She married. Frank
Slater r after Donald’s death. -

The three brothers were Mrs.
Rosens only children. Their de-
ceased father, William Kas-
pemk, had been a World War I

veteran Mrs. Rosens secondi

died. Like two of the Kasperviks, "}

~ contacted’ The” Herald-Whlg for

.shaking. I couldn’t go, to the

"husband and ‘the boys’ stepfather o
was the late Lee Rosen. - X
~Bush was emotionally stramed, ¥
even struggling to- finish sen-
tences, - while . .speaking ‘about '
Mrs. Rosen and. the. grief she
experienced after. her .third “son’

the president was a. pilot dunng. .
World War II. PRS- ehes |
“When the hll'd telegram "
came,” announcing the death of ' :
her youngest boy “his mother A
could not bring herself togoto .
the door,” Bush said. - .
The White- House. last week

information , dboit™’'the Kas- §
perviks and Bush tapped a.Feb- -
ruary 1944 edition of The Herald- _
Whig for his speech. Mrs. Rosen

had told the mewspaper:, I, “Ever, -
since the death Gf Preston, I'had
a premonition. that " 'something
was going to happen.to. Bill. All

this week I've been sick. with the -}
feeling that I would hear bad
news. When the - -fessenger boy. |.
came today, I just stood there |

door, and my husband had to go |-
forme.”
The presrdent said Preston and .
Bill are buried side-by-side in the
Nettuno cemetery and added,
“Brothers in life, :brothers ‘in-
arms, brothers in eternity.”
“Mrs. Slater, who heard. about
Bush’s speech Monday from .
friends, thinks the two brothers
were buned in. Sicily, not Italy.
_Mrs. Slater said she has for-
gotten much about the Kas- .
perviks and . Mrs. Rosen; the .
years. have ' washed away the |
worst memories. Even the fam-
ily’s home at 1730 Sprmg has
been demolished. .
But Mrs. Slater was pleased to;
hear that the president remem-
bered the Kaspervik boys, their -
mother and their contnbutlon to
the nation. .

' Employment out!ook good for



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

"

May 23, 1989

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT .QDI

THROUGH CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: EDWARD E. MCNALLYZ%%W/
SUBJECT: MEMORIAL DAY SPEECH AT THE AMERICAN CEMETERY,

NETTUNO, ITALY

I. SUMMARY

Attached for your consideraﬁion and review are draft remarks
for your Memorial Day address, to be given on Memorial Day Sunday
at the Sicily-Rome American Cemetery and Memorial in Nettuno,
Italy.

ITI. DISCUSSION

At 10:00 a.m. (Italy time) on Sunday, May 28, 1989, you are
scheduled to travel to the American Cemetery in Nettuno, Italy,
to lay a Memorial Day wreath -- commemorating all our veterans
who have fallen in battle.

In part because the military campaign at nearby Anzio
remains controversial, the suggested remarks are not partlcularly
directed at the Itallans, NATO, or even the armed services.
Rather, the remarks were drafted: as a Presidential Memorial Day
message, directed at the heartland audience back home where
families will be preparing to celebrate an American tradition.

Located just east of An21o, about an hour's drive from Rome,
the American Cemetery at Nettuno: is one of fourteen sites in
foreign countries that were selected after World War II as
permanent American cemeteries. A grassy, tree-lined field of
white crosses, the cemetery is somewhat reminiscent of Arlington
National Cemetery. Nearly all of the almost- 8,000 soldiers
buried there are American, and nearly all fought in the 1943-44
liberation of Italy, from the invasion of Sicily to the fall of
Rome. A small number also came from Canada, England, Scotland,
Ireland Finland, Sweden and Spaln.
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'! - (McNally/Simon)
. May 23, 1989
| 5:00 p.m.
| Draft Four
o (B:NETTUNO)
!
- PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: 'MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY
"~ AMERICAN CEMETERY
NETTUNO - ITALY
'SUNDAY, MAY 28, 1989

"10 00 A. M.

1
|
|
1

We gather today to mark Memorial Day in America, to honor

the thousands of young men and wemen, buried here and elsewhere,
~who put themselves in harm's wayiso that others might live in
freedom. !- |
As we gather, 1t is dawn 1n!America. Memorial Day Weekend.
The first days.of summer. ~ Soon %creen doors will slam, parks
will sound with the crack of the bat, children's voices will rise
in the summer breeze pungent witn the scent of barbecue smoke.
And the rites of summer'areimarked by American traditions.'
As morning comes to Indianapolis'the smells of coffee and
gasoline will mingle in the heat'rising off the sun-baked

raceway.- Further west, there'll be another race, as the blast of

a ship's whistle sends the rlverboats Huck Finn and Tom Sawyer
steaming down the Mississippi of% the docks of St. Louis.
-Memoriai Day Weekend. 'By tﬁe time today's ceremony
concludes the first rays of sunlight will streak across the
Potomac,‘fiashing first atop thejmonument to the founder of our
Republic, then reaching down to~touch the silent rows of white

markers on the green Virginia hillside that is Arlington

‘
|
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Cemetery. Soon the gathering lig

| .
ht will reveal a lone figure --

a man in uniform -- standing guaﬂd at the Tomb of the Unknown

S&ldiers, a round the clock vigi;
years. Another moment and the da
beneath the gaze of Linébln; embr
each night along the walls of the

And soén the plaintive sound
in cities .and hamlets ail across

four wars, as they gather to salu

town the ritual at sunrise will b

unbroken‘in more than fifty

wn will_flood the park that lays
acingléﬁé candles that flicker
Vietnam Memérial. |

of Eaps.will rise in the wind
America, heard by veterans of
te the fallen. 1In town after

e the same, as first the flag is

raised, then slowly lowered to ha

The thoughts of some will tﬁ
across the ocean and across four‘
above the shores of the Mediterra

U.S. Third Infantry Division -- a

War II -- led the bloody advance
|

On that Memorial Day‘Weekenq
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midnight Generai Mark Clark's Fith Army stood on the banks of
the Tiber, and the word ﬁent'out %o'a waiting America:. For the
first time since'the landings at Salerno in September 1943,1the

"enemy was in full retreet.

I
I

It was the beginning of the lend. And two days later a new

front opened with D-Day, the Norﬁendy§landing. _
The-fight-to liberate italy from the tyranny of fascism wae

as‘fierce and heroic as any seen in the war. The danger to each

adversery was such that the outcome of the war itself seemed to

hang at that moment on the valor |and the vigdr;of_each man who

'struggled near the water's edge.

One such soldier was Sgt. Sylvester Antolak, an Ohio

. | ' |
farmboy and the youngest son of Polish immigrants. oOn a drizzly
morning forty-five years ago thiﬁ week, he led Staff ng. Audie

Murphy and others in a bold charée through the rain and the ruin

|

near Cisterna -- one man againstia machinegun nest that blocked
| , A
, - | -
Three times he was cut down|by fire. Three times he got
- : : LT

the road to Rome.

back up, tucking his gun .under h%s'Shattered right arm. By the

time he had disabled the gunnersé ten enemyvsoldiers surrendered

. . o
to this ‘man whom their bullets could not stop.

!

Sgt. Antolak-fell neer Ciéterna that same day. He fests
here beneath-the cedars of Nettuno with nearly 8;000 soldiers,
_his grave one offﬁwo ﬁarked Qifh;tﬁe:Congreseienal Medal of
Honpr. Joined by the names of a#other 3,000 missing etched in

|
- the white marble of the chapel, they come from every American

|
|
|
|
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state, from Texas to Maine, Alaska to Florida. And these white
crosses and Stars of David ring the world -- across the
battlefields of Europe and the jungles of Asia, the deserts of
north Africa, the hillsides of our homeland -- in silent tribute
to America's battles for freedom in thiétcentury.

It was with the memory of the sacrifices of the American,
British and French soldiers who fell during the campaign to
liberate Italy -- and the sacrifices of millions of other
Europeans and Americans in the cause of freedom -- fresh in mind
that NATO was created after the war.

As I reflect on this scene, and anticipate the dynamic and
forward-looking Europe of the 1990's, I think of generations of
young people on both sides of the Atlantic who have grown up in
peace and prosperity. With no experience of the horror and
destruction of war, it may be difficult for them to understand
why we need to keep a strong military deterrent to prevent war,
and to preserve freedom and democracy. The answer is here, among
the quiet of the graves.

The cost of maintaining freedom is brought home to us all
when tragedy strikes -- as it did last month on the USS Iowa.
The loss of those fine sailors -- and the tears of their families
and loved ones -- remindgd us all of the risk and sacrifice in
human terms that security sometimes demands. Let me add how
impressive were the many expressions of sympathy I received from

leaders around the world, and particularly by the eloquent words
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of Italy's distinguished President, Francesco Cossiga, as he
shared the sorrow of our loss.

Sgt. Antolak also understood the cost of freedom. Today in
his hometown of St. Clair%sville, Ohio - population 6,000 -- the
townspeople will gather by the local courthouse to dedicate a
white granite memorial to the county's Medal of Honor winners.
George and Stanley Antolak will be there =-- to remember their
brother -- their hero, and ours.

It is the kind of‘scene that will be repeated today and
tomorrow in parks and churchyards all across America.

A bit north of Mark Twain's Hannibal =-- just up the
Mississippi from that steamboat race I mentioned -- lies the town
of Quincy, Illinois. When World War II came, Quincy offered up
her sons in service. Three brothers -- Donald, Preston, and
William Kaspervik -- joined the Army Air Corps. Their story is a
common one -- and yet uncommon in the way of all those who
answered the call to serve.

The first brother, Donald, was killed when two bombers
collided on maneuvers in New Mexico, and their mother grieved.
Preston, the second brother, died just south of here in Sicily,
shortly after Patton's successful invasion. And their mother was
overcome once again.

Ten days later, the third brother, William went down during
a dangerous bombing mission over the mountains of central Italy.

On the day of his death, his mother received a letter from him,



i

8
urging her not to worry. When the thlrd telegram came, his
mother could not brlng herself to answer the door.
Wllllam-and Preston Kaspervrk are buried here side by side
-4—- 1n 5011 they helped to free. |Brothers in llfe, brothers in
arms, brothers in eternlty. ':: .
o Thelr mother died 20 years ago. But back home in Qulncy,
the extraordlnary sacrifice of tW1S ordlnary American famlly is
'1 Stlll remembered. And today, as Fhey do every year, the VFW and

the American Legion w111 honor lency 's fallen natlves with a

hometown parade down Main Street hlgh above the banks of the

Mlss1ss1pp1. , : i
As we gather today, it is dawn in America. Memorial Day
’ | T :
Weekend. And as the sun rises and the summer begins, the images

both here and at home are of countrles that are prosperous and .
secure, countries confident of the1r place in the world and aware
of the respon51b1l1ty that comes wlth that place.

Soon that -lone soldier at Arlington will resume his paces»-;
21 steps in each direction, the changlng of the guard pre01sely
on the half hour. At Gettysburg, the schoolchlldren will scatter
flowers on other unknown graves, blue and gray side by side,
Americans. ) - : i

On Memorial Day, we give,thanks for,the blessings of freedom
and peace and for the generationsjof hmericans who have won them

- for us. - We also pray for the samg strength and moral resolve

demonstrated by these veterans, a% wellpas,for the true and

'

lasting peace found in a world wh%re liberty and justice prevail.

i
!
i
|
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And with that prayer, I ask Ethat you join in your own silent
prayers as we place a wreath to qg'bmmemorate the sacrifice of
those buried here at Nettuno -- éhd the sacrifice of all men and
women who have given their lives for freédom. |

7 .-
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60*3111 mingle in the heat rising off the sun-baked raceway. Off

(McNally/Simon)
May 18, 1989
4:00 p.m.

Draft One
(B:NETTUNO)

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY
AMERICAN CEMETARY
NETTUNO, ITALY
SUNDAY, MAY 28, 1989
10:00 A.M.
Mr. Prime Minister, honored guests, ladies and gentlemen:
We gather today to mark Memorial Day in America, to honor

the thousands of young men and women, buried here and elsewhere,

who put themselves in harm's way so that others might live in

freedom. ; ,,.4,(;48 oloy B ot of
N R R L ol b b
As we gathexr, it—3s dawn,im America. Memorial Day Weekend.

Sty

The first days of summer. Soon screen doors will slam, parks

will sound with the crack of the bat, children's voices will rise

scented by wisps
in the summer breeze punrgent with the .seent of barbeque smoke.

And the rites of summer are marked by American rituals.

gosolint

Today in Indianapolis the smell of coffee and sweat and kérosene

rehepw ohce

Fhe Mty w il g e “34in
the docks of St. Louis, the—t=gacy—of %gegsggg& and Igm_SawyerE’k +re
/ 7”‘§

/urf)'
wiltl-be remembered With—the-enmual riverhoat raeer ¥ -/, Zsippi /
Fhe
Memorial Day Weekend. By the time this ceremony concludes GAVMAL?
) Aeoeca
the first rays of sunlight will streak across the Potomac River, Aern,

flashing first atop the monument to the founder of our Republic,
A (‘J

then reaching down to touch th?Arows of s#¥zmt white markers on

the green Vireg+mdg hillside that is Arlington Cemetary. Soon the
a
gathering light will reveal she lone figure w# a man in uniform, =
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standing guard at the Tomb of the Unknowng S&Idtery a 24 hour U393/
rbmEben.  Unbroken w
AP ] . b

more than fift ears.
vy w cites & hanleds

And soon the sound of taps will rise in the wind all across
America, heard by veterans, young and old, as they gather in
tricd-Snd tramtets to salute the fallen, to stewly raise the flag ond the,
|°,u.ﬁ'd“fg half-mast. Some will turn their thoughts here, to this

(=B - s —
peaceful hilltop above the shores of the Mediterranean, where 45

@,:In omongy
s : G i3 .
uﬂy/;dgﬂyears ago the U.S. Third Infantry Division /\he most decorated

D
3:71’03 |
_— On that Memorial Day Weekend -- 1944 -- I was not yet 20,

pein the war -- led the bloody advance on Rome.

standing aboard the San Jacinto on the other side of the world as
she cruised from Wake Island toward Saipan. Like most Americans,

the men aboard my ship had eagerly followed news of the Italian
campaign.

During four long months of that year,the combatants of World

/

War II were locked near Nettuno in a deadly embrace. But before

the week was out, the face of the world's greatest conflict would
_ the beginping of the end had come,

be changed, amd the fate of the—ememy—sealed. On June 4t§»

American troops liberated Rome, the streets lined by cheering

W}’:/U ,\“S S s N N e ~X o =X
ﬁg ¢ 'rtalians. By midnight, General Mark Clark's Fifth Army stood on
Yt 7

v W

% banks of the Ti Lt
@bﬂ’dﬂ% the banks of the Tiber, and the word went out to a waiting
’//’//’America: For the first time since the landings at Salerno in

| T the tragic co? 0TS
September 1943, the enemy,was in full retreat.

wir iw Thely had been cre@p, b.,-f"‘%wanl Sean Cotme
Ex~uas—the’b@@iﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ‘bf‘the_and*. And two days later a new
]
front opened with D-Day, the invasion of France. #4‘{ JA& “'LL‘@

not  dblogd Jfiln s Meditlonsn, ot frees
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The fighting in #he" ItalNn campetgmr—was as fierce and
heroic as any seen in the war. The danger to each adversary was

of such magnitude that the outcome of the war itself seemed to

Ninge #u ) . ol jwnof, vid,
hans~ggz:h€f’ﬁ6&€nt» on the courage, skill, and stamina of &Hhase ‘%/

Untomngn valve was « common virtoe ,
who struggled near the water's edge. /zla—éh*e—eematanyakres Sgt.

WAS on@ guth induvd,
Sylvester AntolaKA An Ohio farmboy and the youngest son of

Polish immigrants, 45 years ago this week he 2gg;‘his life not

far from where we stand,=-

Honoxr+— \ngziq/

Audie Murphy was among those who feltowad as Sgt. Antolak
charged a machinegun nest near the Cisterna beachhead. Three
times he was cut down by fire. Three times he got back up,
tucking his gun under his shattered right arm. By the time he
had disabled the gunners, ten enemy soldiers surrendered to thlS

man whom their bullets could not st0p9v~43b1ab M !"6 Y '

y side under another set of crosses lie #&we—ef the
Belh . |
Kasperv1k rothers/gf/agzgg;: IllanlS. All—Hree served ‘
/ bet™ §

the Army Air orps, att—theee died in n, these two killed-
ten days apart in '§£4.

All told)nearly 8,000 soldiers rest beneath the cedars of
Nettuno cemeéary, joined by another 3,000 missing whose names are
etched in the white Ga¥¥e¥a marble of the chapel. They come from

every American state, from Texas to Maine, Alaska to

Florida. T W

4

,DanidT—49ﬁ—are—aa4denIiiiﬁd_:;_knowa—b&%—to‘cudv-'Nnn\ﬁﬁe white

crosses you see before you ring the world -- across the
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battlefields of Eur?pe and ¥4 the mountains of Asia, the deserts
of north Africa, the jungles of Latin America -- silent testimony

America's battles for freedom in this century.

/

i - waeﬂgith the memory of the sacrifibes of the Americah, \\\

F il \ \
itish a%d rench soldlegé\who fell /during the Itallan campaign <,'

\
== and/ mllllobs of /other Eunopeans and Amerlcgns -- fresh in mind

\ thet — \cr/ated after /\«;ar.

| As I reflect on this scene, and anticipate the dynamic and
forward-looking Europe of the 1990's, I think of generations of
young people on both sides of the Atlantic who have grown up in
peace and prosperity. With no experience of the horror and
destruction of war, it may be difficult for them to understand
why we need to keep a strong military deterrent to prevent war.
The answer is here, among the silent graves.

The cost of maintaining that deterrent is brought home to us
all when tragedy strikes -- as it did last month on the USS Iowa.
The loss of those fine sailors -- and the tears of their families
and loved ones -- reminded us all of the risk and sacrifice in
human terms that security sometimes demands. Let me add how
impressed I was by the many expressions of sympathy I received
from leaders around the world, and partlcularlv by the eloquent

wO of Italy's distinguished President, Francesco Coss1ga, as

2 ((mm - CHESS ~ ¢
he shared the sorrow of our loss. ’ ggfr ~g \
A US N )
As we gather, s+t—3s dawgﬂin America. Memorial Day Weekend.

And as the sun rises and the summer begins, the images at home

are of a country that is prosperous and secure, a country
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confident of its place in the world and aware of what that place

will cost. @

Soon that lone soldier at Arlington will resume his paces --

21 steps in each direction, the changing of the guard precisely

1%
t the half hour. <§\ ett the sch chi\ldren will tter
£l we s nown qraves e and gray by side,
Agf ans.
/jgﬁftherigpn/iegio dn st. clairsville,

‘Qggy gyklll dedicate a white granlte

monument in front of/;he courthouse to Sgt. Antolak, the Medal of

Ohio -- population 6,

Honor winner bu;zéd here. Twosurviving brothers will attend.
One of/;héﬁj/g;;rge, served in the uth Pacific and was awarded

the/;urple Heart.

\\

And as they do every year,/ the Legion in Quincy, Illinois --

\
\

just up the Mississippi from/Hannibal -- will sponsor a parade

down Main Street to honor ,

y tives like the three Kaspervik
W

brothers.
On Memorial Day, we give thanks for the blessings of freedom
and peacs,and for the generations of Americans who have won them
for us. We also pray for the same strength and moral resolve
demonstrated by these veterans, as well as for the true and

~lasting peace found in a world where liberty and justice prevail.

Q%g%ﬁ/¥ﬂ ‘<:/And with that prayer, I will join Prime Minister IZe./4/I

7 in placing a wreath to commemorate the sacrifice of those buried

here at Nettuno.
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170 HISTORY OF THE THIRD INFANTRY DIVISION

ditch was too shallow to permit passage without being
observed by the enemy, a strong diversion by fire might
allow a force to proceed up the ditch while the enemy’s
attention was centered elsewhere.

So . .. Mills took it upon himself as a one-man task
force to create the diversion. He climbed from the cover
of the draw under heavy enemy fire and emptied his
M-1 toward the enemy, shouting defiance all the while.
Then he sought cover and reloaded. A small group,
meanwhile, began working its way toward the house.

Said Pfc. Charles L. Hyson, Jr.: “I do not know how
many times Private Mills repeated this process but
he was still standing out there firing when we reached
the closest point to the house and began our assault.

“The enemy had been completely taken in by Pri-
vate Mills' plan and we caught the enemy with his
‘pants down,’ taking the position and forcing his sur-
render before he knew what was happening. We cap-
tured twenty-two enemy soldiers, three machine guns,
and three heavy mortars without a single casualty.
Private Mills was directly responsible for our success.”

Private Mills later received the Congressional Medal
of Honor. '

Supporting TDs played an important part in the
attack. They moved to a point near the railroad south-
east of the battalion and fired across the battalion
front at strongpoints on the left front. At this time
Company E was committed in an effort to outflank
the enemy on the right, but flat terrain continued to
work against the battalion and little progress was made.

Under cover of darkness, antitank guns were brought
up, and just after first light they were brought to bear
on enemy strongpoints, neutralizing most of them.
The remainder of the enemy withdrew and the bat-
talion advanced to a crossroad about a mile and a half
northeast of Cisterna.

The battalion then received orders to move to a
U-shaped patch of woods on flat ground two miles
due east of Cisterna. The battalion displaced by com-
pany, Company C arriving first with no opposition.
There reorganization was completed and the battalion
marched to Cori, taking a route well to the right
of the Cisterna-Cori road, and spent the night in
an assembly area on the northern slopes of Monte
Arrestino.

As dawn broke May 24, the 15th Infantry Battle
Patrol was engaged in front of Task Force Paulick in a
successful action against an enemy platoon. Company
A reorganized preparatory to continuing the attack,
with its objective a road junction 1000 yards north of the
woods occupied the previous night. The Battle Patrol
reported the location of an extensive minefield 300
yards short of the junction, and extending 300 yards
on either side of it. A heavy concentration of artillery

and tank fire was laid on enemy positions, and under
its protection the squad of engineers cleared three
paths through the mines. The artillery fire continued
while the infantry went through the left gap and the
tanks through the center, reducing the outpost at the
road junction and taking five prisoners.

Company A continued to a strongpoint 600 yards
farther north, where twelve enemy and two machine
guns were captured. One platoon remained at this
position and supported by fire another platoon, which
moved southeast to a point where Highway 7 contacts
the railroad bed. The platoon encountered strong artil-
lery and small-arms fire and was forced to move back
south of the railroad embankment. At 1430 the re-
mainder of the battalion joined Task Force Paulick in
order to force a crossing of the railroad. Attached armor
remained with the battalion. Company A casualties
had been high, with one officer and eight enlisted men
killed, three officers and fifty-four enlisted men
wounded and two enlisted men missing.

The railroad embankment was the enemy’s strong-
est line of defense. It was covered with enfilade fire
by automatic weapons and SP guns, and was com-
pletely blanketed by prepared artillery and mortar
concentrations. All the enemy’s fire was brought to
bear on Company B, the first to storm the tracks, and
although fire was heavy the company got nearly 700
yards north of the tracks before it was stopped. There
it drew fire from two enemy tanks, one of which was
destroyed by our TDs.

Another heroic action was performed the same day
by Sgt. Sylvester Antolak, in which he lost his life.
Mission of Company B, 15th Infantry, was to cut the
railroad near Cisterna and capture commanding ter-
rain on the far side.

The 1st platoon crossed the railroad bed without
encountering enemy fire and it appeared that the Ger-
mans had fled. As the lead scouts of the 2d platoon
were about to follow, a hail of enemy machine gun,
machine pistol and rifle fire burst on them from an
enemy strongpoint about 200 yards to the right front.
The German plan was evident: to bar the advance
of the 2d platoon, then seal off and destroy the 1st
platoon.

Antolak saw the impending danger and, ordering a
base of fire set up, called on his men to follow him
as he charged the German position, fully thirty yards
ahead of his squad. As he moved forward in short
rushes across the bare, coverless terrain he became a
prime target for the enemy’s concentrated fire.

After advancing a few dozen yards he was hit by
automatic-weapons fire and knocked to the ground.
Jumping to his feet he again charged, his shoulder
gashed and bleeding. Again he was hit and knocked
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to the ground, and again he picked himself up to
resume the advance.

Said S/Sgt. Audie L. Murphy: “The 200-yard inter-
val was narrowing; the Germans were firing their
machine gun, their “spit” pistols, and rifles about as
fast as they could squeeze the triggers. They must
have sensed that Sergeant Antolak was sparking the
charge and that he was the man they had to knock out.”

With but fifty yards to go Sergeant Antolak was hit
and thrown to the ground a third time, his right arm
shattered by the burst of automatic fire. He wedged
his submachine gun into his left armpit, staggered to
his feet, and continued his grim charge. He advanced
to within fifteen yards of the enemy strongpoint and
killed both the gunner and assistant gunner with a
long burst of fire. The remaining ten Germans sur-
rendered to this man whom their bullets could not stop.

Another German strongpoint 100 yards to the right
immediately opened fire. “We urged Sergeant Antolak
to take cover in the machine-gun emplacement he had
just captured,” said Cpl. William H. Harrison,
“while we arranged to get him medical aid. He looked
too weak from his wounds and loss of blood to keep
on going.”

Antolak refused to consider this proposition. Again
he led the attack against this new strongpoint, with
the remainder of his men following at an interval of
several yards. He made sixty yards before being hit by
the concentrated firepower. By sheer will power he
managed to stagger forward another ten yards before
collapsing. The squad pushed forward, assaulted the
German position and overran it, taking eight prisoners.
When the men returned to Sergeant Antolak he was
dead.

“His heroic action had enabled the squad to kill or
capture twenty Germans, wipe out the last enemy
pockets in the area and prevent the 1st platoon from
being cut off,” stated Pfc. Marion Ellis.

Sergeant Antolak was awarded posthumously the
Congressional Medal of Honor.

Enemy were detected forming on Company F’s right
flank, apparently for a counterattack, so the Battle
Patrol was committed. It met approximately a company
of Germans in a small woods north of the tracks, and
it was found necessary to commit Company A again.
Company A received heavy fire while crossing the
tracks and suffered further casualties, so Company C
was sent across the tracks to the left of Company B.
Company C provided the necessary manpower to over-
come the enemy, and after two hours of moderate

-firing reached a U-shaped patch of woods two miles

east of Cisterna, which 2d Battalion was to pass through
later. Long-range fire harassed Company C in the woods
during the night.

Meanwhile, Company A had eliminated the threat-
ened counterattack, and joined the remainder of the bat-
talion in the woods at 0400 May 23. Tanks had been
unable to cross the tracks during the daylight May 24, so
during the night the engineers bulldozed two crossings
and the armor rejoined the battalion at dawn May 25.

At 0800 the battalion attacked toward Cori with the
mission of occupying high ground immediately south
of town and protecting the Division’s right flank. Com-
pany C led the attack and encountered strong machine-
gun fire from enemy who had withdrawn the previous
day. The terrain was rolling at the beginning of the
attack but became steeper as the troops moved north-
east. One tank was lost in the morning from enemy
artillery fire. Both the 3d Division and 15th Infantry
Battle Patrols were operating with the battalion, to
maintain contact with SSF on the right and provide
flank security."

Company C’s drive slowed down about half way to
the objective, and Company A was passed through.
Advance patrols of the battalion were on the objective
by 1500, and the battalion had occupied the entire ob-
jective by 1900. This position was held during the
night.

With the capture of Cisterna and Cori at approxi-
mately the same time—late afternoon of May 25—the
breakthrough was complete, No organized resistance
remained in the Division zone of advance. While the
Division had suffered heavily—approximately 1400
killed and wounded in three day’s fighting—the enemy
had suffered far more heavily, losing nearly 1600
prisoners to the 3d Division alone, and probably an
equal number in killed and wounded. The 362d Infan-
try Division, ordered to defend in place, had been an-
nihilated by the combined attack of the 3d Division and
1st Armored Division, and the 715th Infantry Division
had lost at least half its front-line effectives.

In considering the success of this attack, it is note-
worthy that there was little straggling. Hospitals re-
ported that wounded 3d Division personnel were
anxious to rejoin their units in combat, a not commonly-
encountered phenomenon. This not only bespeaks
high morale, but explains why companies, although
greatly reduced in strength, could continue to attack
and move forward in the face of terrific fire. Troops
advanced well-deployed, minimizing losses, but every
man was imbued with the desire to close with the
enemy, and it was unnecessary to drive or push the men
forward. This also bespeaks leadership of highest cali-
ber, which was demonstrated time and again by junior
officers who suddenly found important commands
thrust upon them, and who turned in performances
which could not be excelled.

Thus ended the Second Battle of Cisterna.
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WATSON, WILSON DOUGLAS

Rank and organization: Private, U.
talion, 9th Marines, 3d Marine Divisi
cano Islands, 26 and 27 February 194

Born: 18 February 1921, Tuscumbia,
allantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the

call of duty as automatic rifleman serving with the 2d Battalion, 9th
Marines, 3d Marine Division, during action against enemy Japanese
forces on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, 26 and 27 February 1945. With
his squad abruptly halted by intense fire from enemy fortifications in
the high rocky ridges and crags commanding the line of advance, Pvt.
Watson boldly rushed 1 pillbox an i i i
weapon, keeping the enemy pinned down singlehandedly until he was
in a position to hurl in a grenade, and then running to the rear of the
emplacement to destroy the retreating Japanese and enable his platoon
to take its objective. Again pinned down at the foot of a small hill, he
dauntlessly scaled the jagged incline under fierce mortar and
machinegun barrages and, with his assistant BAR man, charged the

crest of the hill, firing from his hip. Fighting furiously against Japanese
troops attacking with grenades and knee mortars from the reverse
his exposed position to cover the

slope, he stood fearlessly erect in
hostile entrenchments and held the hill under savage fire for 15
minutes, killing 60 Japanese before his ammunition was exhausted and

his platoon was able to join him. His courageous initiative and valiant
fighting spirit against devastating odds were directly responsible for the
continued advance of his platoon, and his inspiring leadership
throughout this bitterly fought action reflects the highest credit upon

Pvt. Watson and the U.S. Naval Service.

*WAUGH, ROBERT T.

Rank and organization: First Lieutenant, U.S. Army, 339th Infantry,
85th Infantry Division. Place and date: Near Tremensucli, Italy, 11-14
May 1944. Entered service at: Augusta, Maine. Birth: Ashton, R.L
G.O. No.: 19, 4 October 1944. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and
intrepidity at risk of life above and beyond the call of duty in action
with the enemy. In the course of an attack upon an enemy-held hill on
11 May, 1st Lt. Waugh personally reconnoitered a heavily mined area
before entering it with his platoon. Directing his men to deliver fire on
6 bunkers guarding this hill, 1st Lt. Waugh advanced alone against
them, reached the first bunker, threw phosphorus grenades into it and
as the defenders emerged, killed them with a burst from his tom-
mygun. He repeated this process on the 5 remaining bunkers, killing or
capturing the occupants. On the morning of 14 May, 1st Lt. Waugh
ordered his platoon to lay 2 base of fire on 2 enemy pillboxes located
on a knoll which commanded the only trail up the hill. He then ran to
the first pillbox, threw several grenades into it, drove the defenders

into the open, and killed them. The second pillbox was next taken by
this intrepid officer by similar methods. The fearless actions of 1st Lt.

Waugh broke the Gustav Line at that point, neutralizing 6 bunkers and

2 pillboxes and he was personally responsible for the death of 30 of

the enemy and the capture of 25 others. He was later killed in action

in Itri, Italy, while leading his platoon in an attack.

S. Marine Corps Reserve, 2d Bat-
on. Place and date: Iwo Jima, Vol-
5. Entered service at: Arkansas.
Ala. Citation: For conspicuous
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mortar dud and threw it back among the charging Japs, killing several
as it burst. Securing a box of mortar shells, he extracted the safety
pins, banged the bases upon a rock to arm them and proceeded al-
ternately to hurl shells and fire his piece among the fanatical foe,
finally forcing them to withdraw. Despite the protests of his comrades,
and bleeding profusely from a severe shrapnel wound, he made his way
to his company commander to report the action. T/Sgt. Anderson’s in-
trepid conduct in the face of overwhelming odds accounted for 25
enemy killed and several machineguns and knee mortars destroyed,
thus singlehandedly removing a serious threat to the company’s flank.

* ANDERSON, RICHARD BEATTY

Rank and organization: Private First Class, U.S. Marine Corps. Born:
26 June 1921, Tacoma, Wash. Accredited to: Washington. Citation: For
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and
beyond the call of duty while serving with the 4th Marine Division dur-
ing action against enemy Japanese forces on Roi Island, Kwajalein
Atoll, Marshall Islands, 1 February 1944. Entering a shell crater occu-
pied by 3 other marines, Pfc. Anderson was preparing to throw a
grenade at an enemy position when it slipped from his hands and
rolled toward the men at the bottom of the hole. With insufficient time
to retrieve the armed weapon and throw it, Pfc. Anderson fearlessly
chose to sacrifice himself and save his companions by hurling his body
upon the grenade and taking the full impact of the explosion. His per-
sonal valor and exceptional spirit of loyalty in the face of almost cer-
tain death were in keeping with the highest traditions of the U.S. Naval
Service. He gallantly gave his life for his country.

*ANTOLAK, SYLVESTER

Rank and organization: Sergeant, U.S. Army, Company B, 15th In-
fantry, 3d Infantry Division. Place and date: Near Cisterna di Littoria,
Italy, 24 May 1944. Entered service at: St. Clairsville, Ohio. Birth: St.
Clairsville, Ohio..G.0. No.: 89, 19 October 1945. Citation: Near
Cisterna di Littoria, Italy, he charged 200 yards over flat, coverless ter-
rain to destroy an enemy machinegun nest during the second day of
the offensive which broke through the German cordon of steel around
the Anzio beachhead. Fully 30 yards in advance of his squad, he ran
into withering enemy machinegun, machine-pistol and rifle fire. Three
times he was struck by bullets and knocked to the ground, but each
time he struggled to his feet to continue his relentless advance. With
one shoulder deeply gashed and his right arm shattered, he continued
to rush directly into the enemy fire concentration with his subma-
chinegun wedged under his uninjured arm until within 15 yards of the
enemy strongpoint, where he opened fire at deadly close range, killing
2 Germans and forcing the remaining 10 to surrender. He reorganized
his men and, refusing to seek medical attention so badly needed, chose
to lead the way toward another strongpoint 100 yards distant. Utterly
disregarding the hail of bullets concentrated upon him, he had stormed
ahead nearly three-fourths of the space between strongpoints when he
was instantly killed by hostile enemy fire. Inspired by his example, his
squad went on to overwhelm the enemy troops. By his supreme sacri-
fice, superb fighting courage, and heroic devotion to the attack, Sgt.
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Antolak was directly responsible for eliminating 20 Germans, capturing
an enemy machinegun, and clearing the path for his company to ad-
vance.

ANTRIM, RICHARD NOTT

Rank and organization: Commander, U.S. Navy. Place gnd date:
Makassar, Celebes, Netherlands East Indies, April 1942. En;%red serv-
ice. at: Indiana. Born: 17 December 1907, Peru, Ind. Citation: For
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and
beyond, the call of duty while interned as a prisoner of war of the
enemy Japanese in the city of Makassar, Celebes, Netherlands East In-
dies, in April 1942. Acting instantly on behalf of a naval officer who
was subjected to a vicious clubbing by a frenzied Japanese guard vent-
ing his insane, wrath upon the helpless prisoner, Comdr. (then Lt.) An-
trim boldly intervened, attempting to quiet the guard and finally per-
suading him to\discuss the charges against the officer. With the entire
Japanese force \assembled and making extraordinary preparations for
the threatened beating, and with the tension heightened by 2,700 Al-
lied prisoners rapidly closing in, Comdr. Antrim’ courageously appealed
to the fanatic enemy, risking his own life ih a desperate effort to
mitigate the punishment. When the other had'been beaten unconscious
by 15 blows of a hawser and was repeatedly kicked by 3 soldiers to a
point beyond which he could not survivé, Comdr. Antrim gallantly
stepped forward and indicated to the pepplexed guards that he would
take the remainder of the punishmént, throwing the Japanese
completely off balance in\their amazement and eliciting a roar of ac-
claim from the suddenly ‘inspired Allied prisoners. By his fearless
leadership and valiant concern for tHe welfare of another, he not only
saved the life of a fellow officer and stunned the Japanese into sparing
his own life but also brought abdut a new respect for American of-
ficers and men and a great impr&yement in camp living conditions. His
heroic conduct throughout reflécts\the highest credit upon Comdr. An-
trim and the U.S. Naval Servide. \

ATKINS, THOMAS E. k

Rank and organization;/Private First Class, U.S. Army, Company A,
127th Infantry, 32d Infantry Division. YPlace and date: Villa Verde
Trail, Luzon, Philippife Islands, 10 Marél{ 1945. Entered service at:
Campobello, S.C. Birth: Campobello, S.C. G.0. No.: 95, 30 October
1945. Citation: He fought gallantly on the Villa Verde Trail, Luzon,
Philippine Islands,/With 2 companions he occ¢upied a position on a
ridge outside the perimeter defense established by.the 1st Platoon on a
high hill. At about 3 a.m., 2 companies of Japanese, attacked with rifle
and machinegun fire, grenades, TNT charges, and lahd mines, severely
wounding Pfc/ Atkins and killing his 2 companions. Despite the intense
hostile fire and pain from his deep wound, he held his ground and
returned heavy fire. After the attack was repulsed, he reniained in his
precarious’ position to repel any subsequent assaults instead’ of return-
ing to the American lines for medical treatment. An enemy machine-
gun, set/up within 20 yards of his foxhole, vainly attempted to. drive
him off or silence his gun. The Japanese repeatedly made fierce at-
tacks,/but for 4 hours Pfc. Atkins determinedly remained in his fox-
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ditch was too shallow to permit passage without being
observed by the enemy, a strong diversion by fire might
allow a force to proceed up the ditch while the enemy’s
attention was centered elsewhere.

So ... Mills took it upon himself as a one-man task
force to create the diversion. He climbed from the cover
of the draw under heavy enemy fire and emptied his
M-1 toward the enemy, shouting defiance all the while.
Then he sought cover and reloaded. A small group,
meanwhile, began working its way toward the house.

Said Pfc. Charles L. Hyson, Jr.: “I do not know how
many times Private Mills repeated this process but
he was still standing out there firing when we reached
the closest point to the house and began our assault.

“The enemy had been completely taken in by Pri-
vate Mills’ plan and we caught the enemy with his
‘pants down,’ taking the position and forcing his sur-
render before he knew what was happening. We cap-
tured twenty-two enemy soldiers, three machine guns,
and three heavy mortars without a single casualty.
Private Mills was directly responsible for our success.”

Private Mills later received the Congressional Medal
of Honor. :

Supporting TDs played an important part in the
attack. They moved to a point near the railroad south-
east of the battalion and fired across the battalion
front at strongpoints on the left front. At this time
Company E was committed in an effort to outflank
the enemy on the right, but flat terrain continued to
work against the battalion and little progress was made.

Under cover of darkness, antitank guns were brought
up, and just after first light they were brought to bear
on enemy strongpoints, neutralizing most of them.
The remainder of the enemy withdrew and the bat-
talion advanced to a crossroad about a mile and a half
northeast of Cisterna.

The battalion then received orders to move to a
U-shaped patch of woods on flat ground two miles
due east of Cisterna. The battalion displaced by com-
pany, Company C arriving first with no opposition.
There reorganization was completed and the battalion
marched to Cori, taking a route well to the right
of the Cisterna-Cori road, and spent the night in
an assembly area on the northern slopes of Monte
Arrestino.

As dawnubroke May*?4, the 15th Infantry Battle
Patrol was engaged in front of Task Force Paulick in a
successful action against an enemy platoon. Company
A reorganized preparatory to continuing the attack,
with its objective a road junction 1000 yards north of the
woods occupied the previous night. The Battle Patrol
reported the location of an extensive minefield 300
yards short of the junction, and extending 300 yards
on either side of it. A heavy concentration of artillery

and tank fire was laid on enemy positions, and under
its protection the squad of engineers cleared three
paths through the mines. The artillery fire continued
while the infantry went through the left gap and the
tanks through the center, reducing the outpost at the
road junction and taking five prisoners.

Company A continued to a strongpoint 600 yards
farther north, where twelve enemy and two machine
guns were captured. One platoon remained at this
position and supported by fire another platoon, which
moved southeast to a point where Highway 7 contacts
the railroad bed. The platoon encountered strong artil-
lery and small-arms fire and was forced to move back
south of the railroad embankment. At 1430 the re-
mainder of the battalion joined Task Force Paulick in
order to force a crossing of the railroad. Attached armor
remained with the battalion. Company A casualties
had been high, with one officer and eight enlisted men
killed, three officers and fifty-four enlisted men
wounded and two enlisted men missing.

The railroad embankment was the enemy’s strong-
est line of defense. It was covered with enfilade fire
by automatic weapons and SP guns, and was com-
pletely blanketed by prepared artillery and mortar
concentrations. All the enemy’s fire was brought to
bear on Company B, the first to storm the tracks, and
although fire was heavy the company got nearly 700
yards north of the tracks before it was stopped. There
it drew fire from two enemy tanks, one of which was
destroyed by our TDs.

Another heroic action was performed the same day
by Sgt. Sylvester Antolak, in which he lost his life.
Mission of Company B, 15th Infantry, was to cut the
railroad niearsCisterna and capture commanding ter-
rain on the far side.

The 1st platoon crossed the railroad bed without
encountering enemy fire and it appeared that the Ger-
mans had fled. As the lead scouts of the 2d platoon
were about to follow, a hail of enemy machine gun,
machine pistol and rifle fire burst on them from an
enemy strongpoint about 200 yards to the right front.
The German plan was evident: to bar the advance
of the 2d platoon, then seal off and destroy the lst
platoon.

Antolak saw the impending danger and, ordering a
base of fire set up, called on his men to follow him
as he charged the German position, fully thirty yards
ahead of his squad. As he moved forward in short
rushes across the bare, coverless terrain he became a
prime target for the enemy’s concentrated fire.

After advancing a few dozen yards he was hit by
automatic-weapons fire and knocked to the ground.
Jumping to his feet he again charged, his shoulder
gashed and bleeding. Again he was hit and knocked
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to the ground, and again he picked himself up to
resume the advance.

Said S/Sgt. Audie L. Murphy: “The 200-yard inter-
val was narrowing; the Germans were firing their
machine gun, their “spit” pistols, and rifles about as
fast as they could squeeze the triggers. They must
have sensed that Sergeant Antolak was sparking the
charge and that he was the man they had to knock out.”

With but fifty yards to go Sergeant Ant olak was hit
anddimwntothegmmduhmiuma his right arm

~ shattered by the burst of automatic fire. He wedged

his submachine gun into his left armpit, staggered to
his feet, and continued his grim charge. He advanced
to within fifteen yards of the enemy strongpoint and
killed both the gunner and assistant gunner with a
long burst of fire. The remaining ten Germans sur-
rendered to this man whom their bullets could not stop.

Another German strongpoint 100 yards to the right
immediately opened fire. “We urged Sergeant Antolak
to take cover in the machine-gun emplacement he had
just captured,” said Cpl. William H. Harrison,
“while we arranged to get him medical aid. He looked
too weak from his wounds and loss of blood to keep
on going.”

Antolak refused to consider this proposition. Again
he led the attack against this new strongpoint, with
the remainder of his men following at an interval of
several yards. He made sixty yards before being hit by
the concentrated firepower. By sheer will power he
managed to stagger forward another ten yards before
collapsing. The squad pushed forward, assaulted the
German position and overran it, taking eight prisoners.
When the men returned to Sergeant Antolak he was
dead.

“His heroic action had enabled the squad to kill or
capture twenty Germans, wipe out the last enemy
pockets in the area and prevent the 1st platoon from
being cut off,” stated Pfc. Marion Ellis.

Sergeant Antolak was awarded posthumously the
Congressional Medal of Honor.

Enemy were detected forming on Company F’s right
flank, apparently for a counterattack, so the Battle
Patrol was committed. It met approximately a company
of Germans in a small woods north of the tracks, and
it was found necessary to commit Company A again.
Company A received heavy fire while crossing the
tracks and suffered further casualties, so Company C
was sent across the tracks to the left of Company B.
Company C provided the necessary manpower to over-
come the enemy, and after two hours of moderate

-firing reached a U-shaped patch of woods two miles

east of Cisterna, which 2d Battalion was to pass through
later. Long-range fire harassed Company C in the woods
during the night.

Meanwhile, Company A had eliminated the threat-
ened counterattack, and joined the remainder of the bat-
talion in the woods at 0400 May 23. Tanks had been
unable to cross the tracks during the daylight May 24, so
during the night the engineers bulldozed two crossings
and the armor rejoined the battalion at dawn May 25.

At 0800 the battalion attacked toward Cori with the
mission of occupying high ground immediately south
of town and protecting the Division’s right flank. Com-
pany C led the attack and encountered strong machine-
gun fire from enemy who had withdrawn the previous
day. The terrain was rolling at the beginning of the
attack but became steeper as the troops moved north-
east. One tank was lost in the morning from enemy
artillery fire. Both the 3d Division and 15th Infantry
Battle Patrols were operating with the battalion, to
maintain contact with SSF on the right and provide
flank security."

Company C’s drive slowed down about half way to
the objective, and Company A was passed through.
Advance patrols of the battalion were on the objective
by 1500, and the battalion had occupied the entire ob-
jective by 1900. This position was held during the
night.

With the capture of Cisterna and Cori at approxi-
mately the same time—late afternoon of May 25—the
breakthrough was complete, No organized resistance
remained in the Division zone of advance. While the
Division had suffered heavily—approximately 1400
killed and wounded in three day’s fighting—the enemy
had suffered far more heavily, losing nearly 1600
prisoners to the 3d Division alone, and probably an
equal number in killed and wounded. The 362d Infan-
try Division, ordered to defend in place, had been an-
nihilated by the combined attack of the 3d Division and
1st Armored Division, and the 715th Infantry Division
had lost at least half its front-line effectives.

In considering the success of this attack, it is note-
worthy that there was little straggling. Hospitals re-
ported that wounded 3d Division personnel were
anxious to rejoin their units in combat, a not commonly-
encountered phenomenon. This not only bespeaks
high morale, but explains why companies, although
greatly reduced in strength, could continue to attack
and move forward in the face of terrific fire. Troops
advanced well-deployed, minimizing losses, but every
man was imbued with the desire to close with the
enemy, and it was unnecessary to drive or push the men
forward. This also bespeaks leadership of highest cali-
ber, which was demonstrated time and again by junior
officers who suddenly found important commands
thrust upon them, and who turned in performances
which could not be excelled.

Thus ended the Second Battle of Cisterna.



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330—-1000

MAY 1 O 1989

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

MEMORANDUM FOR JONI STEVENS
WHITE HOUSE MILITARY OFFICE

SUBJECT: Kaspervi¢k brothers info for Memorial Day Presidential
Address

KASPERVIK, WILLIAM T., 1ST LIEUTENANT:
(Note: Rank of lst Lt awarded posthumously)

Date of Birth: 11 Aug 1918 Date of Death: 14 Jan 1944

Circumstances of death: Killed in action conducting aerial attack
in A-36A. Please see attachment one for complete details of
mission.

Place of Burial: Sicily-Rome American Military Cemetery (near
Nettuno and Anzio, 38 miles south of Rome), Plot F, Row 6, grave
13,

Unit: 527 Fighter Bomber Squadron, 56 Fighter Bomber Group, 12th
Air Force, US Army Air Force

KASPERVIK, PRESTON L., CORPORAL:
Date of Birth: 28 Sep 1921 Date of Death: 4 Jan 1944

Circumstances: Died of Acute Hepatitis, 59th Evacuation Hospital
in Palermo, Sicily. Please see attachment two for associated
information.

Place of Burial: Same as above, grave 12. Note: Originally
buried in Palermo, Sicily; however, was later moved to Sicily-Rome
American Military Cemetery.

Unit: 18 Airway Communications Region, Army Airways Communica-
tions System, US Army. Unit was home based in Algeria, however,
had units spread all over the Mediterranean.



KASPERVIK, DON, 1ST LIEUTENANT: I know you didn't ask for this

one, but incredibly, we learned of a third brother through a
newspaper article from the Quincy Public Library, Illinois.

Date of Birth: Unknown ; Date of Death: 15 Jun 1941

Circumstances: Killed in a disastrous collision of bomber planes
in New Mexico. Please see attachment three for newspaper article
where this information was derived.

Place of Burial: Unknown
Unit: Unknown i

Note: I just learned of this brother at 10:43 am today. We did
not have sufficient time to research for additional information.

It was my pleasure to assist in providing this information for
you. It came from literally a multitude of sources--I'm sending a
personal thanks from my boss, Colonel Nameth, to all of those who
provided the information. I hope this. will helpful. 1If I can be
of further assistance, please call.

ER, Major, USAF
o



B5-/19-19689 11:1@ He USAF./3G

-
- o M

HEADQUARTHERS

WASHINGTON
MISSTNG 4R|CREW REPCRY

This report will bve compiled in triplicate by each Army Alr ¥

IMPORTANT,,

AL A IAONFIDENTIALYG

W &

202 767 6288 P. @2

.%.RMY AIR FORCZS

organization within 48 hours of the time an alroraft is offic ally

reported missing.

1. 1o

Grou
2.

Intended Destinatio
3.

0AVY

ORGANIZATION! YocationBamigliang!
p8Oth Fir Bmdr : Squadron
SPECIFY: Point of Departure.ﬁnmiglimm. .Oouree..mr,mn_m_ntnn

omb ﬂougea wlong and. frmqr pe of MissionBombing
WEATHER CONDITIONS AND VISILILIT

..Di&l‘.db._ Command or Air Fores...12th AT
527th. Bhe Babr Detachment__ $essss

[ aT TIME O CRASF OR WHEN LAST RRPORTED:

GIVE: (a)Datell Jan W4 : Time

L2073

and Location Mi=g82162 . _ .

of last known whereabouts of )nissing atreraft.
(v) Specify whether () Last Sighted;

( ) Seen %o Crash; or ()
LIRCRAFT WaS LOST, OR IS BELIEVED TO FAVE BEEN LOST,

only one) ( ) Enemy Aixcrafb’

( ) Forced Down
S,

stances as Followe,

?

San Lerense
( ) Last Contacted by Redio:
Information not ﬂ.vaila.ble.

( ) Enemy Anti—Aircre.f'a OI) Other Gircum

s

AILRCRAET:
INGINES;

6.

Type, Model and Serie
7.

T ; Model and Serie

(

(b
g8, INSTALLED WEAPONS (Furnish below,

(a)_Y4783518 s (b)__l7haly

..’ pe A 4"&2‘(“. ****
s.l_A: ‘,3 AAT Serial NumberlP-gL096
8. V-lno"ﬁ'f k1 AAF Serial Number

Make, &‘ypg and Serial Num‘?ex)') Browning .50 Cal
¢« (e)l] i (4

.

(£)._ L5055

|
I. Y
o). e (&) o) 75650
' 4 %Qm. — [ (h

NUMBER OF PFRSONS 4BOARD AIRCRAF
Total__. 1

(e uggém (& -
THE PERSONS LISTED BLLOW WERE REPORTED Af-‘x (a) Battle Cenualty

X

or (b) Non-Battle (aesualiy
T: Crew 2 i Passengers

0

')
¥

(Starting with pilot, furnish
persons were aboard aireraft
and attach original to this

A S o

{ Nams in Full )
(Last Name Firsy
afR. .

the following particulars; If more than 10
» list similar particulars on separate sheet
form) .

Serial
Nunber

Q

Rank

AL

-

11,

ID&NTIFY BELOW THOSE PERSONS WHO AREBELIEVED TO EaVE LaST KNOWLEDCE OF AXR.

CRAPT, AND CHECK APPROPRIATE COLUMN O INDICATE BaSIS FOR SaME,

Wome in Full

(Zast ¥ame First) Ranik

1, Walch, Luygenp C ond I.j euh ‘bé'ﬂ g15

2.

~o—Chaclk oply ona_column.

Contacted Saw
Serial By Last Saw Forced
Numbey Radilo gﬁg d Crash Lapding

.

s.

/,;fxz.

ING STATEMENTS: (a) Parachutes |
ing away from scene of crashl

je PERSONNEL AR® BELIEVED TO HAVE SURVIVED, ANSWER YES.TO OKE OF THZ FOLLOW.
were used

(v) Persons were seen walk-
or (cs Any other reason (Snecify)_

.
L

13, ATIACH ABRIAL PHOTOGRAPH, MaP, OHART, OR SXETCH, HOWING APPROXIMATE LOCAT 10N
WHERE AIRCRAFT WAS LAST SEEN.
14, &TTaCH EYEWITNESS DESCRIPTION OE‘ CRaSH, FORCED LA.LTDING. OR OTHER OIRCUMSTANw
CES PERTAINING TO MISSING AIRCR&E'I‘-.
15, ATTACH 4 DESCRIPTION OF THE EXTENT OF SEARCK, 7 ANY, AVD GIVE NaMB, RANK
AND SERIAL NUMBER OF OFFICER IN CHARGH HERE
ﬂn@t@copy Preservaﬂ@ﬁ

“

& ature of Preparing 0fficer)
cmmi‘:-. " e

DECLASSEYED PER EXECUTEVE ORDER

1. KASTRER, Captain, 4ir Corne,
g "M&ﬁ?

By RLBonicans

R-{3:1

| | Sy Uy

i | ALRIAE UL



L ;}_3 Inela. 2 H:Lsd.ng Air Crew Eeporta (Quad) o

.'",fnx: -
.:;. ';; A,— i; .;".J- . _i —_-‘., “w -: . .. ' s '\ X a -

, o Cl18'ON

- |

|
|

se:a1 688154

HEADQUARTERS 86TH FIGHTER BOMEER GROUP AAF

. AP0 52_0__.1_: | U. 8¢ Army

3033 o

SUBJECT: Missing Air Crew & Battle égsul.lty Report,

Gcmmaading C_}e'neral, XI1 A:h[-l Support Command, APO 37%,, U, S.
| » L

17 January 154

10 H
1. Forwardsd harewith Miasing hdr Crew Report on the following named
officers:

Captein ROEERT M. DUNGAN 0663703, AC,
2nd Lt WILLIAM T. KASPERVIK 0799192, AC,

!
1
{

2, Also forwarded herewith areiduplicate copies of battle casuslty
report on obove. officers, Two copies were sent direct to XII Air Force.

. .Oaptain A:LrCo a, |
Asat, Adjutant.

Foy the Group Commander:

- ‘“wmﬂﬁvwmmr

::,_Ph@t@copy-Preservaﬂ@n

l Ba.ttlo Cuualty Roport (Dup) \ .

201 = Dungen, Rebert ¥., (0] v .
Kaspervik, Willies T., (0) Elet Ind,

Ho., XTI ASC, APO 374, 20 Jan 1944 , ’

Tos Commanding General, Twelfth Air Force, APO 650 ' .

1. Attention invited to basie communicetion end Missing Alr Crew
Reports, in triplicate, for casualties mentioned in par. 1, basic,

Vtd T £ L) 17648 .

. Re Copy of Battle caeualty Fom 6 for each casualty has been
received at thle headquarters.

For .the Commanding Gemsrals

- L

FRANCIS T, E ,
2nd Lt., Air Corpa,

A Actg Asst Adj Gen
',Dun%%nik(ﬁ’i"i)p
(dup) w/d

2 Inclsa:
1 - Migsing Air Crew Report - Capt

2 = Missing Air Crew Report - Lt

1 Incl., - Battle Casually,

DECLASSETFD FER EXECUTRVE (RDER 12356, Section 3.3, DINR 2B GNATZ .

By ReBeniCaN NARA .

MNota | linlevn
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PAGE'MO.2 . "WAR DIARY 327TH FTR. moMSER sq.. parh FISHTCR SQMBEA P,
T
MONTH OF JANUARY 1044, PREPARED BYs DONALD L. WHITNEY
| 1ST LT., AIR CoAPS
DAY EVENT S27TH F1R, sousER &
AN NTERS

0 A I o L
TAINYENT TONIGHT. OPERA IN Tbﬁﬂ AND ®*THIS 1S THE ARMY" AT
MARIGLIANO. LTS, FOWLER AND EGEcHOFF TRANSFERRED TO PEASONNEL
CENTER NO. 1 FOR RETUAN TO U.5. LTS. EGELHOFF AKD FOWLER JOINED
ORGANIZAT{ON JUNE 25, 1943 AT!TAFAROUI, NORTH AFRICA, EXCELLENT

COMBAT P11QTS lg'a% M|E§ THE V|
A MISSION OVER SO - éAU'l'UL FOAK, “HIT 4 oUt OF OUA

FORMATION OF 12 BUT THEY ALL RETURNED, LT. LYLE HOOD WAS HIT
IN THE WEAD BY FLAK AGAIN. "STANDDOWN IN TNE AFTERNOOK TO REPAIS
PLANES. LOVELY SPRING AFTERNOON. VESUVIO BLOWING STEAM RfNGS

NTO A AR SKY FOR A CHA

€S A VISSTO Wi TR LAK. VOLLEY B U

ERECTED IN OPERATIONS AND INTELLI GENCE AREA, WITH EVERYONE USING
THE COURT FOR AN EXCUSE AS P.T, CAPT. VERSBOUT, GROUP SUELIG
RELATIONS OFF ICER POSTED A NOTICE ON SQUADRON BULLETIN SOARD 31V1NG
US PERMISSION TO WAITE *WITH THE INVADERS IN ITALY® IN OUR LETTERD:
LETTER FROM FIELD SERVICE MGR. N.A. AVIATION INC. POSTED ON
BULLtTIN»gOARD (SEE ATTACHET) PRAISING CRENS AND PILOTS OF A-33..

£RY AS -

[ | o (4] Al A IN A -
THE AFTEANOON AN 11 SHIP WISSION ON AR YARDS AT COLLEFERRG. LT,
JENSEN FINISHED WIS BOTH TODAY, LT. JENSEN JOINED ORGANIZATION
JUNE 25, 1943 AT TAFAROUI, -NORTH AFRICA, VOLLEY BALL COURT GET.
TING A LOT OF USE FROM BOTH THE OFF IGERS AND ENLISTE ; MEN, LTS,
GUBSER AND THOMPSON TRANSFERRED TO PERSONNEL CENTER NO. 1 FOR
RETURN TO U.S. |
CAPT. TCUNGAN LED FTAST WITSSTON. W FPEELERY JOB, LOW LEVEL
BOMBING TO BE FOLLOWED BY nzco&~a'sancex 10 FIND STRENITH OF ENEMY
DEFENSE ON A STRIP OF ROAD ADJACENT TO SARIGLIANO. LT. WiLLIAM Y
KASPERVIK FAILED TO RETURN FROM. THIS MISSION, WAS LAST SEEN W) TH
PLANE AFLAME STILL FIAING ON THE TARGET. LT KASPERVIK: JOINED
ORGANIZATION NOV. 22, 1843 HERE'AT POMIGLTAND D'ARCO. WE'RE
HOPING HE BALED OUT, TMOUGH CHANCES ARE SLIM, ON THE 2ND MISS)ON
TODAY, A 6 PLANE MiSSION ON GUN| POSITIONS, CAPT. DUNGAN FAILED TO
RETURN, HIS PLANE WAS SEEN TO EXPLODE IN'MID AIR AND THERESS
LITTLE HOPE OF WIS ESCAPING WITH HIS LIFE, “BIG DOG®, FRIEND AND
FAVORITE OF ENLISTED MEN AND OFF ICERS, SQUADRON AND GRoup, JOINED
ORGANIZATION AT KEY FIELD SEPT.,11, 1442. REPORT FROM ARMY THAT
BOTH WISSIONS WERE EXTRAORDINARNLY HELPFUL DID L1TTLE TO SALVE
THE DAYS Lgsszg. MAJog ;i:f0u+\CAPT. TILLESON, AND LT. LEMIS

S AM HT .

RETUR

= N : -~ [] 4 0 " ) hl“ [ D' '“N U
ON PLANES LAST NIGHMT., COMMENDATION (TELEFHONE) ON YESTEADAYS
M |

{ A ON CAPT, AN H A UGH
INTELLIGENCE CHANNELS., HE WAS BURIED 8Y ITALIAN CIVlLlAgS. ONE

MISSION - ARMED RECCE, WiTH BOMBS DROPPI N _SAN GYISEPPE,

—— .
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Y,
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DR > 525 FF SO . romigliang, Italy
Janwazy . - " _4tlllan d, Slagiowell,

-ca:'til w' 5‘2

ATt e e e e M T EME Y ER A A M A e v S amAr - - E——

-—

|

"lu one 8 snip misslen a-s ilwm today, led by iaj. 3land. The purw
Gnoee of the mlssicn was ¢ atrafe u.long ths higlway just north of the
uanghmo River in the YINTUTUD area. It wmas a particularly hazard-
g U9 xission, recognized as such by bho Argy unlt requesting it, -
23 Previous to our sission, 8§ ships froi i@ 327w were to bezd along

... }% tha sane’rosd, .The British Divisicn in the-area had lookouts to apot [/
- B anemy poaitions disclosed ty these maims. ALl eizht of cur pilots i - UE
- P& returned ‘sarely, but the 527th was not as fortunate, losing one man, - 5/ ST
- % Commendations for the leaders and, Lllota involved were later received s
.- - - E& from the Comcanding General. of um amush Division, and troﬂ 12th
SRR - S Support Commande L
o B 1st Ltiidoha £, Dwyer, formerly o“ ..rouo r!sadquan-rg, waa Wﬂ!
T g a.saigned to ‘the ;ZSt.h as 2ssistant Inun_.,mco Otﬁcer.

15 "he firat mi sim toda.{ Was by.-..‘t,. ha.eun, ani -"bnaiift.ed o .
10 ships, with the town of U, SLIX as tne taryset, OSeveral -ocod hits
#ere secured in the Si part of wie tam and fires aad considerasle
smoke from yrevious bosbings were seun in the NE end, artillery fiye
was observed falliny in the t-wi, All aircra.t strafed wmile diving,
and nhen the last flizht left the ta- cet, the entire NS rart of the
town was soverad with smoke,

The second mission #as an armed resonnaissance to sover ti.e road !
setween §, SLIA arnd CA-SIQ, and «a.s‘lo,l by ~ts Delny, Cmly 3 or . !
scattered vehicles were sean, and tha town of ATINA was bombed, with
several good nits secured in the 4 and S parts of the t.sm,

Capt., Rovert N. Howell departeu mc squidran todgy. Yaving cope
~leted his tour of 30 sortias, he wi.l now De sent back to the States
for reassignaaent, j

1o UNLY one DisSion -eo Jauwi LodAy , al il Fucchoalssanca, lod by
Maj. Sunnism. aly 7 = 10 trucks #ere found moving, and mq ware
pombed and strafed, There were no h.its, but 2 near misses on the road.
°rocabla damage was adne to 4 = 5 Lrucks by strafing., 1st nt, Jazes
L. Mireasy" iriswold completsd nis cuubat ¢owr om this misesien, which
was his %th

- The squadron as3 saddened t.cday oy the death of Ss¢, williaz ¥,
Thornton and serious .njwy to ..,..g,‘..’ Jamee L, Steward, ths recilés
of an accident involving s jeey in wh*:h the above two zen were riding

and an unidantified “ritish truck,




Y @5r19-/1988 11:11t _ H& USAF/SG . 2@2 767 6208 P.@3

5z7wa FIGHTRR BOMBER SQUADEON .m'
g6TH FIGHIER DOMBER GROUP AAF.
0fzice of the Oporattons Officer .

15 Javuary 19kh

Cur mission wes & low level attack on houses on & road
running east end west: Ve were flying e line abreast formation.
and each pllot was to cover e.bout 1000 'yards of road,

¥e approached the ta.rget with a gpeed of approximately
315 MPH, Out altitude wes 50 ft., I was elightly higher than my
wingmen, As we were approaching .the target end not more then 500
yarde off of it, I saw 2nd Lieut,., |WILLIAM.T, EASPERVIK lower his
nose and £ire a ghort burst into the target. As he fided I saw
his plane buret into Zlmmen, As I was over my target I had to look
avey and dropped my bombs.on the target and ‘made & 180 degree turm,
Looking back I gaw & black smoeke tmil that' I could not identify.
It was epproximately 1202 that lLiis plane sta-rted. flaming. I rejoined
the. fomtion and returned. to the 'baae. L

¥ ! S -l T Lo 'y
RN VR R E 5‘7’/’/’“ LIt
,:.\ Suby, ) o . - B v_,‘ B ‘ =z

- EUGENE C. WEMH.
2nd Lieut., Air Corps,
P'.'.‘Lot.

B a e RN
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nd Ideut, WILLIAM €. KAS/NEVIE was 1ash seen
mmwmmmmm %o 8, ILORXNZO,

$Ravelling iz a !orbhvutu'ly divestion ataut

50 Z2aed tm the graund, a¥ 315 NPY quum.

Tongitulde 13° - LE' Hage, lavituds B° - 26" - .

30% Howdh, The airplane wan bugsning and was ‘
no% asen to ormsh by his fellev pllote, Uhe

ares he wvay last semt in is miutd w an X

on td¢ sbove unoa ' BAPe.

'- Ph@t@@@py—?resewaﬂan
dffsa” T S T

DECLASSETED PER EXECUTOIVE ORDER 12356, Section 3.3, DinID. A REGAF2. .
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XI1 AIR SUBPORD CQaIAND

$374

pY:| Janvary 1944,

RO 701 Cemmanding Cfficer, 86th Fignter Greup.

1. Forvardea ferewith 1g a perscnal note received by the undep.

stimed fron Seneral ITespler ef the 56th Division, The coesage refery
to two (2) niasicng exen

uted by soup €Toup on January 14th ip vhich
you attacked enery Pesitisns near the mousp of the GARIGLIWNG RIVER
in the area oast of LIGSURIG

2+ I kapnered to gaet Genera) Teapler at a conference on
January. 15¢h, Ee wag edpeeially enthusiastie about your show, and

ia addition to Baying everything included $n nig lettor,  gtated that
- - thne pilote had prestud ‘reme. thody attacks in a puen @ore deternineq
., Banner than he had hepodifor,: = C e

3.1 Tae) ‘that trg'utss

215 N L LU N LI

X et the atbitude’ expressed 1y the attached letter
18 typical:ef. t_he."f_eonng;pf;.‘f.‘__rgsm 1ine Army units with Tespoct:to alr 4
we':q_ip._g;og' ix the present .feanjn.i_gp. - The enthusiagt Le

‘execution

o,r_f;-cze;u;_;’auppox_'erniqs,z_dh_s;'guh;pfoducgd an agaging interest and

: -iappreciation, ‘I ANy ‘cases, ‘the interest ang
' “8YppOTt .work tas broughe 8bout & fuller rea)y .
vhich your effaprts wall deyond the bordline ha

sryanthute

¢/ Thoras C, Pap
Colenel, A¢r Corps,
1 Trels

Chief of Stare,
Inel 1 - Porsoral acte fror Gen, Tenpler of 86th Div,

, & IRUF cOPY
¥4 L]
( ‘——’){,.dﬁ ( W}
N AT F s Co FAUSLIK
Captain, Atp Crrps,
L, Ay, 86th Fer Banmd Cp.

 Photocopy-Preservation
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a D R 537 FnISnwé‘) |
| j}ib-a- “:7'

TROK . md.o.aowxmi, D90, ORE
Feadquartors, |
86 (Londer) Pivision, i
¢ ] r |

|
o Jasuary n8ad,
Dear Darey ' '
S S oextrercly r_razetu'il fer the missions whick Jour
alrcraft carried oyt for =¢ Eod.gy I au afraid however,
that I had expected the Dosche to g!va kie positions awvay nore

than hc actull,/ ¢id ard I vas a bit diaappoined tmt we dm not

: Llean nore frear ir.fo*raticn. Powever. enu vas the f;ult ofE .

il tno Boscbo and rot yours; It did. uwwer ;eonﬁm uve _

“ﬁ.?ygpr°v1°ug rﬂpﬁfts of eneny po.itILnl-f

1 ar 80 sorry that onc of your puou vas tnot do\m.. .

I ghoyld be gratef'.:.l 1f'| you would pus this on to thc .

Pilete wno carried out thig oper!uuon.

Yours Sineerely,

Signed: 0, ¥. R, Terpler _

Celanel T C DARCY, CxE,
AASC

L — = . Photocopy-Preservation
Copy tor Lt-Cel. The Hou J © HARE, MBR —————
7 AASC,

D 8 Y et B AR D — DD G D o mom = -t @ e - -

(é / Ly,

Paiﬁﬂ' G YaUSKI

Captain, Alr Corps,
idjutant, 86tk 7. B. Op,
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Feadquartory,

12th Alr Support Corrang,
APO 374, 1.Y,., ¥.Y.

18 January 1944

Fajor fGeneral G.4.R. Tonpler. D$SO, OB2
Ge Cu L., SGEr, Diviaion,

Doar Gercrali~

!
Thary oy Very nueh for your letter of January 14th
~ reference Jur fightorebarbor attacks sn your frant, Your
- 0878£0 kag beon passod 4o the 86th Tignter Group whick kardlod
. .z rat particular ghew, . ' ’

25t Ploase be agsured that we are ot anxious to da avory. : i
. thiny posaible o prot'3151atan¢e(t9 the front 1ine unita, .. ‘. o
‘?fﬁ@faru,alnq;hsppy*tb~recpiye your corzents on our efforts and. : 7

2 fa11y  appreéiate 7our perssnal interest in thinxrog;rd;?“ o a g

xf.l’?hcat wishes fap your contlduodiaucceet.
8incerely,

THOLAS €. DaitCY
Colonel, Atr Corpa,

Chisf of Star?.
. ﬂ'/ -
(?’wﬂ-

1

u%gccg( TAUSKT;, /"/"47

Captain, Afr Corps, .
Adgutart, 86th Fr, Boop, vp,

. Photocopy-Preservation
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b August t 1950 | -
9% 4:. 1t Willian 0. Easpervik, Q. 799.192__,5&' :
/ )P‘lot P, Row 6, Grag‘n R

Hoadatone: Cross
lmttm (Anzt0) U, 8. Military Cematery

Nrs. Baith J. Rosen .
1730 Spring Strest .
Quinoy, Illinods :

Pear Mya, Rosen:

May I refor to our letter dated 118 March 1949 conceyning the
remaing of your son, tha late First L]iouumt Williams T, Easpervik,.

I am greatly disturbed to find that in the upper right hand cormer
of our letter, your son's rank was nntod as Seoond Lieutensnt instead
of Pirat I.ieutmnt. ‘ :

oIt S.s oi' tha utnost doncern that correupondenco to tha familieg

of our honored dead be abcolutely ancumta und 1% is lincerely rogrottod
,',thntm-emrmudo _ ,

. 7. VOGL L

Coptatn, Qi g T
' Memorial Division P -
- hk ’ ‘ -:'_-H'

E it
V‘f ~.\ ‘
'- ﬁi\ %{\3 U\x
\t - .

.Photocopy-Preservation

e ot — e
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Correoted Repert WAR DFPAR’TM!N'T

Origtnal forwarded on THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICK
19y WASHINGTON 28, D, G,

cromm | L Agphae i
Exspervik, William 7, 0 Q EE' !!? it %Q

Qainey, N1inels®** i» Corps Jagoas 1918
PACL OF m'm CAUSE OF DRATH A o}rlc [} H
IMaly Eilled in Aotien __JIM%‘L
FTANION Of GCCIASED DATE OF LKTRY ON CURARDST TH oF

Nes. R43th Roser (mother), 1730 Spring Street, Guin iy
AOETICARY (Nume, 5 6 ) . =

Edith Roeea (mather), Sams xa atove
Leo J, Rasen (Stepfuther), Jamo as sbove

INVESTIGATION WA3 DECEASLD AUTRORITE ST AT STaTe
MADK IR LING OF DUTY | OWN MISCOMDUCT OM DUTY STATUS Autz.clt“ " ‘}t'm:“' °'<'.§2Jﬂa?'¢l)‘“
e ) iy | w0 s | wo vis ] NO vEs l %o ves ® vis o
ADDITICHAL DATA AND/GR STATEHINT ] - BATTLE WOR-BATTLL

* Enlisted in the Eegular Army 19 SOMOI' 1936, snd rends
date €0 2 Marsh 1943, under Sorvise sumber 2‘558 71, red sorvice from that

¢4 Correeted to shew promotion posthumously to the reak of First licatenant, A
aof the Usnitad Statss, effective 13 Janary 15lds, under the provisions os"mmo
law &30, TTth Oagress, per Department of the Aoy letter dated 22 mngust 13,5,

oo ' ;
M t:' :ha- address as Quinoy, r;mnou. previously show eg Quiney,

The individual nemed in thie Report of Death is shown by the records of ¢

he
Department of the Army to have baem in a migsing in aotion status on and :ubuqucnt
te 1, Jammry 1600 and until such abeesos was teraisetod & My 190L by the reseipt

in the Departaent of the Army of evidenae of deqth ¢
T’""‘lo Horth Afriasr Ares. ¢ | ransmitted by the Commanding

—— ]
t—

DORRECTSED REPORT

BAY
PILE
P REQORDS AX
: Photocopy-Preservation DA g
Eepyriesevation 3
R & R ER.

SY OROER OF THE SKCRETARY OF wAR

ADIUTANT GEMERAL

) . YIARS | MOWTHS{ ©aYS |
Sorsh Afriom Ares 2 over--o Lll‘l _
THERIINGY ADOREIIEE (Name, rolstivnkip, ond adéres) ‘

'C K H’-'H‘"A/

V:a‘kuqno,'“ull 52" SDITION OF t FEBRVARY 1848 MAY BE USED. AGPC 108469

-
AL LAY TAsALA Lhaat IS LAt MEAA s RL
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o S5-F1.T39-4/
s ." 7 (o 44

TTH FIGHTER BOVBER SQUADRON
UTLINE HISTORY JANUARY 1944

R BOMBER SQUADRON

S27TH FIGHTER BOMBER SQUADRON AAF
€6TH FIGHTER BOMBER GROUP AAF
APO 650, U.S. ARMY

AG 314,7 | FEBRUARY 1044
SUBJECT: HlSTORlCAL asconcs. L
TO . s  comuanctwa GENERAL, xt:‘ann supoonr COMMAND, APO 374,

L ouTLnus;unsToav OF THE 'S27TH FIINTER BOMBER seuaonon FOR THE
PERIOD 1 ¢ JANUARV 944, ANUARY: 19441 |

‘ (1} I'Tg R
e%»f?)ﬁgncstsnartour' S27TH FIGHTER BOVBER squanaou,
' BGTH FIGHTER BOVBER _GROUP,

e, CHPNBEQ IN 0RGAN|ZATION: NONE,

¢. STRENGTH, COMMISSIONED AND ENLISTED,
(1) uonfu OF JANUARY 1944,
AT BEGINNINGs 1 JANUARY 1944.48 OFFINERS
ASSIGNED, 214 ENLISTED MEN ASS|GNED.
NET INCREASE: 1 ENLISTED MAN,
NET DECREASE: 10 OFF ICERS.
AT ENDs 31 JANUARY 1944, 38 OFFI“ERS ASSI«NED,
215 ENLISTED MEN ASSIaNED.

D. TATIONS:
1’ POMI SLI ANO D*ARCO AlQPORT ITALY 1 _JANUARY 1Qad

31 JANUARY 1944, m@t@@_opy-Pﬁ’esewaﬁ@n

£, OP€RATIOHS|

I TALIAN CAMPA1SGN,

3 SQUADRON CONMTINUED MISSIINS IN SUPPORT OF 3ROUND
TROOPS DURING JANUARY,

(3) COMPLETED 42 W1SSIINS AND 273 SORTIES FOR PERIOD;
30 SIVE BOMBING Wi551O0NS ON TIRECT SUPPORT TARGE FS
AND COMPUNICATIONS, 12 ARMED RECCONNAISANCE ON
ROADS AND RAILROADS, RHUBARS

L A e e
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0 N .ll |
Fo. COMMANDING OFFICE3S (N |MPORTANT MISSICNS.

(1) CAPT, ROBEAT M. DUNGAN LED SQUASRON ON VISSION #7264,
9 JANUARY 1944, :

(2) 53::. ROBERT M. DUNGAN LED MISSION #737, 14 JiNUARY

(3) 15T LY. SNIDER LED SQUADRON ON MISS1ON #7171, 21
JANUARY 1544,

(4) 1ST LY. ROBERT W. THOMAS LED SQUADRON ON W1SSION
#795, 27 JANUARY. 1944,

SES IN ACTIONs

ITALIAN CAMPAIGNs

A} KILLED - ROBERT M. DUNGAN, 0663703, CAPT,,
AYR CORPS, 14 JANUARY 1944, AIRPLANE EX-
PLODED MID AIR - 3000 FEET NEAR SAN ANGELO (N
TE ODICE, ITALY, .

(B) MISSING IN ACTION = WILLIAM T, KASECAL (K 0-799192
aND LT., AIR CORPS, 14 JANUARY 1934, FaAlLED To
RETURN PROM LOW LEVEL BOWBING WISSION NEAR
MINTURNO, 1TALY,

(C) WOUNDED - NORMANTC. GRAVES, 0-801328, 2Nt LT.,
ALR CORPS, -31 JANUARY 1944, NOUNDED'BY FLAK '’ -
ON Aaueo,éecpusnasauce NEARCANZIO BEACHHEAD. - -

G. LO§
(1)

H.  MEMBERS AHO HAVE DI STI NGUISHED Tnéisétvzs””ﬁ1th{o~:f;?]i:}iff':IF $

- (1) NO AWARDS -MADE.
7 2. INCLOSED ARE WAR'DIARY; “52 FO
THE OERIOD 1 JANUARY 1944, T0 31 JANUARY 1944, AND SUPPORTING BOCuE s
FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 1944, | - T

TTH £13HT:R BOMBER SIGADRON, FOR” <. -

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER;

Dmald &,

DONALD L. #MITNE

AST LT., AIR CORPS
527TH FR. BOWSER 4.

1 INCL:
NAR DIARY AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS ATTACHED.

TR ——

Phot 0CopY-Preservation
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(4) RESULTS OF THE MOST |MPORTANT MISSIONS;
(A) MISSION *72‘6“9 JANUARY 1944,

-
;.

Lox
fepd . -
R ks

ENEMY COUNTER ATTACKING ON SLOPES OF T,
CEDRO, |TALY,
OUR TROOPS HARD PRESSED, ASKED FOR MISS{ON
3"035§ POINTED GUN POSIF1ONS AND ENEMY

ROOPS . .
PILOTS SAW HITS IN PIN POINT AREA, FIFTH
ARMY PHONED CONGRATULATIONS ON MiTTiNG
TARGET, MELPING QUELL COUNTER ATTACK. -

(B) MicS|ON }757t 14 JANUARY 19444

e prvepe L
T

i<
5]
§i

2.

(D) ¥|<s

LOW LEVEL BOMBING MISSION ON STRIP OF ROAD
ADJACENT TO GARIGLIANQ RIVEA, EAST OF
MINTURNO, ITALY, RAECONNAYSARCE FLIGHT
FOLLOWED BOMBING TO CHECK ON ENEMY STRONG
POINTS ON ROAD, ARUY OBSERVERS WATCHED FROM
LOOKOUTS ACROSS GARIGLIANO.

PURPOSE OF MISSION - GAIN INTELLIGENCE FOR
ARMY ON ENEMY STRONG POINTS.

RESULTS «P1LOTS OBSERVED MITS ON ENTIRE AREA.
MAJOR GENERAL G.W,R, TEMPLER, D.S.0.

SENT AT NESSAGE OF COMMENDATION (SEE
TO DIARY) ON MISSION TO PILOTS PAATICIPATING.
DIVE BOVBING MISSION ON 11TH FLIEGER KORP
HEADQUARTERS AT FRASCATI, ITALY, REQUIRED
CAREFUL NAYIGATION TO AVAID ATR'SPACE RESERVA-
J:g:‘ngouua LAKE ALBANO AND .FIND CORRECT
PILOTS |POSITIVELY IDENTIFY VILLA FROM PHOTO
AND SCORED 4 DIRECT HITS ON THE BUILDINGS

AND 8 HITS IN YARDS, CAUSING LARGE EXPLOS!ONS
AND FIRES. PILOTS WENT ON TO STRAFE AND DAY,
AGE AN ESTIVATED 35 MOTOR TRANSPORTS, 2 BARGES
AND A BIVOUAC AREA.

{ON #795, 27 JANUARY 1344

NEW TYPE RECONNAISANCE MISSION ON ROAD NET-
WORKS CASSING VALLEY, COORDINATED &17H 3
SHIPS OF 111TH TACTICAL RECONNAISANCE SQUADRON
WHO WENT AHEAD AND BELOW FLISHT AND CALLED
TARGETS  IN THE CLEAR.

RESULTS |WERE EXCELLENT, OBSERVEAS DREW NO
FIRE, PICKED TARGET, AAD THEN THE BOMBERS

CAME DOAN AND BOMBED, THEN WENT UP AGAIN CUT
OF REACH OF SMALL ARLS FIRE COMING DOWN TO
STRAFE ON BALANCE OF TARGETS |NDICATED

CAUSED ROAD BLOCK VALMONTE AREA, AND DESTROY-
€D 3 MOTOR TRANSPORTS AND DAMAGED SEVERAL

MORE,
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(The AACS differs frop zany other surporting:forces
of thie Arty Alr {n that 1t serves| not -only companion- units
«nd personnel, but great atretohes of -terrltory:also.. Thus,
{ta hilstory ineludes geography aa well.as ohronologyi:for -
the afforts. of man in and against sany environments lend -
o peoulinrly -faseinating quality to the Alrwaya:Comunica-
tions «dyotem, and distinguish {ts) hiatory from any other.

In othesr words,' the 1Ath Arry Alrways Comrnhica-
ticns Reglon (tosether;WIch 1ts attendant 10th Alrways Coci-
~unleations Squadron) had at lesat flve lives, I¢ was {n
one renpect & naries of events, It was furtherrore an
authority over a stretoh of the earth's surfuce., It was,
from another point of view, a smattering of little dots
on the map, of separdate sand lonely stations ln fnreoff
lands. 1% wan also an agglomeration of men brought toe
~othep sore or laas hple fy ty forces beyond thelr control.
¥inelly, 1% wus & series of actions and resotious, trials
and errors, of motives, efforis, snd results.

Thus, this mininum Muorz of the 18th {noludes
4 chroniele of dates, & survey of the authority that con-
trulled the iorshwest Arrican territory, e roil-call of
the units scattered over that territory, & notice of the
personuel whioh manned them, sud & notion of the pro}b‘- -
they encountered,™) s A
i . )
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’ . 208

1, 1933 ; o FEB 1 1944
R L S
fg.;gﬂsggggﬂ L AR 304815 8 TM 10630 - L
, ey, oop | ' e TBRVBTY. 5, Ak
123 QUINGE'ILLy . P C o,uﬁmﬁ’ﬂlfzg‘éﬁ.
. VIK TRESTOR ... Lo I -1 L. 1-1 % T- S W, -
T Ml (Sazial, N (Rice)
o OP2s 188D Alxwey Cowm, System Aty Goxps. DBA....ooo.
Evec. H oap(:)rganiz_aﬁon) p . . | {Brauch) (Country)
falermo, Sioily dJenuary L, 19%%.. Jeundice, aouts Catholie... ...

{Place of Death) (Date of Death) (Cauge of Death)

MEANS -OF IDENTIFICATION

Identification Tags found on body : Yes 2); No'( ).
It no identification tags,

............................ i DBES . PTegent

Ny serrsnatsad LYY

Complete fingerprislt chart of both hands on reverse side if'tbc')dy cannot be identified.
Complete tooth-chiart on reverse side and list anatomical characteristics and other

If unidentified, give circumstances : ,
List of Personal Effects. found ‘on Body and disposition of Same ~ None

Edith Rosen
(Name of Emgrgency Addressee)

.('i.-‘oigtmlure (er Name) of Petson fumishing- above data

(Time and Date of Burial) '

R BURIAL OTHER THAN IN ESTABLISHED CEMETERY FURNISH SKETCH AND MAP REFERENCE REVERSE SI1BE TN

A 30 b8 . Wooden.(ross

T PtNoy  iRow Now T (Grave Na

(Klng Grave Markers)
Identification Tag buried with body (1);

othier means used o’ identify "body ?u'&enuficatéon card, leiters,

dataif fingerprints cannot be taken,

...... e TA ORGS04

..1.239..51:::1115..8::...,..,..Quincx,...Ill;lnqi,-&,-;n v
- (Name 1oy Addres Caee el : o (/_\"dd‘re\ss of Emer_geucy .Addrgssee?_ o o
.i..Nelson .Co.Bell, Capt..MQ, 59th Evec. Hosp, . . '

' _wh_et; df.hin" th_an"_th;g Officerreporling burlal)" . ‘_1 D
0900 hours Januexy 5, 1944, Usmmarycemeeezy#axazmoazem |

- (Location,‘ Name, & No: of Cemetery)

......... tatholic Service.

Identification Tag attached to marker (1).

eleds

B 7 PP,

Nowak, Lt. Col, tscﬂ‘gr

{Type of Religious Ceremony)

It Identification Tags ot present, what other identification data were buried with the body and in what kind of . i

costainer? .o,

~3ty =

Bodies buried on eill"ler side (See pa_:ragraph 4 on reyerse side this .f’ rté-: .
Right side ; Streeter, J,P., MM, S8 Mayo &&'

£ AMDQ;‘J,Wﬁmﬂzw e

I

(

{Nanie) {Rank;) (ASN) Oy ' {g&fi 1Crave N('J.)w .
ot st ELSOhke, Frenk D.B., vt 35KARY ORI L > 17
. {Nanie) (Rank) (ASN} ﬁlWOg ',.- .{'. (Grave No.) e .
/8/.8/8e%. Roy Young, Léth QM GR Co. R A o T
{Signalure of Officer Reporting Burial) Verified by unit Q.R.S,:Oificer) i
) CHAR 3 8, TROI.A, lst Lto’ QM !

Section Oraves Registration Service Officer. OVER FOR BURIAL INSTRUCTIONS; _ -~

", Photocop)

m%/sa

- ORS in quadruplichte for U. 8, dead, one ad- g
ber of QGraves Registration Service. Graves

i t adminisirative-beadquarfers (fo be checked
against Casually Reports and allied papers and all copics verified by the Graves Registration Of7 of that headquarters) to Base

Ereserva ion
JUN 1944 13\

)
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#PRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES
|

|
|
|

| 10 Imuiavy 1949
(2pimy e e o0
' ', ” ?
Nrs, Raith J, Hosen Headstcone) Cross
1730 8pring Strest Nettuno (Anzio) U, 8, Military
Quingy, Illinois |
‘Dear Mrs, Noseny'

This utoim,mmt'mworm"hvuouhw
been pérmanantly interred, as recordsd above, side by side with oom-
rades vho also gave tholr lives for their country, Customary mili-
tary funeral sexrvices vere canducted ovex-the grave at the tims of

After the Department of the Aisy has ocxpleted all final interments,
the cemetery vill be transferred,: s authorised by the Cangress, to the
care and supervisicn of ths Ansrican Battle Nomumants Camissicn, . The
Coemimsion alu0 will have the rempansibility for permanest constiuctien
end beautificaticn of the cexstery, iucluding erection of the permenent
headstone. The headstane will be inscribed with the nzxe exactly as
recorded above, the rank or rating where aymropriate, organizaticm,
Btate, and date of death.  Any inguiries relative to the type of head-
stone or the spelling of thwe naume to bo insorided thereon, should be
eddressed to the American Battle Mouments Commissicn, the central
eddress of vhich is Roam 713, 1712 "@" Btreet, K. W., Washingten 25, D, 0,
Your letter should inolude the full name, rank, serial nuaber, @rave
docation, and nave of the cemstexy. |

~

Wuile interment activitiss ave in yrogrees, the cemctary will not te
open %0 visitors, » Upoh complation therveof, due notice will be

Tou may wred that this final interwezt wes conducted with
fitting 4ignt solemiity and that the grsve-site vill de
and oonscient ugmma in perpetulty by the United Btates Govermmant,

" iPhotocopy-Preservation
TIUS B, LANCN
Major Qeaaral
the Qrarteramster General
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From: QUINCY PUBLIC LIBRARY -
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE S
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

MEMORANDUM

MEMORANDUM FOR JONI STEVENS
WHITE HOUSE MILITARY OFFICE

SUBJECT: Supplemental Info to Newspaper
Article

It should be known that the father,
William Kaspervik, was committed to a
mental institution in 1920. The mother
had divorced William sometime before that
and had remarried to Mr. Leo Rosen. It
is believed the father was still alive
when his sons were killed, but no further
information is available.

This article amazingly revealed the
fact there was a third son, 1Lt Don
Kaspervick (see the article), who was
killed on June 15, 1941. This is the
only reference to Don we have. We ran
out of time to conduct research into the
details of the crash that killed Don--
hopefully, the limited info in the
article is helpful.

Another interesting note: Mrs.
Rosen was unaware her third son, William,
had been killed on January 14, 1944
(newspaper article is January 23, 1944).
This is because William was listed as an
MIA initially.

,\ |
R RONSLER, Major, USAF
White House-Liaison Officer
Office of Legislative Liaison
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHIN|GTON

May 17, ﬁ989
|

ILT William T. Kaspervick 4 |
#0-799192 -
Home: Quincy, I11.

527th Fighter Squadron, 86th Fighter Group
KIA 1/14/44

Distinguished ‘Flying Cross |
Buried in Italy at Sicily-Rome American Cemetary

l
Cpl. Preston L. Kaspervick "

#06958436
Home: Quincy, I11. - !

18th AACS Squadron (Airways & Communichtion Service)
KIA 1/4/44 |
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Mrs, Edith J. Resen Fears Lt
William T. Kaspervik Has
Also Mei Death,

Mrs. Edith J. Rosen of 1730 Spring
street, who has loat two sons in the
service, was nolifled Saturday by
the war department that her third
and last son, Second Lt. William T,
Kaspervik. fighter plane pilot, has
heen missing in actlon in Ttaly
since January 14.
She fears that he, like his broth-
ers. has met death in the service
of his country.
vs. Rosen's eldest son, First Lt
Donald W. Kaspervik, was killed in
the crash of two large army bomb-
ers in New Mexico, June 16, 1943
Her second son, Opl. * Pregten
Kaspervik, died in Sieily, January
4 last, of an {lness.
_And now her youngest son is
listed among the missing,
. A fragile little woman, Mrs. Rosen
walked into the editorial rooms of
The Herald-Whig Saturday after-
noon to tell of the sad news she
had received. One trembiing® hand
cartied the ‘telegram., 'The other
nervously fingered the lapel of her
coat where iwo gold stars and A
sflver star shome from & service
pin. . :
Messages of. Borrow. -
Rravely she held back ‘the teats
at xhe unfolded the little siip of
vellow paper thal had mulsipled
her grief when it was delivered at
ner door & few hours earller. Twice
pefore sueh vellow slips in thelr
yellow envelopes had been placed
in her trembling fingers, and each
time stye shock and sorrow were
more than she thought she ecould
bear.
This telegram, had much the
sare wording as the others, It read:
“Ihe secretaty of war desires
me to express. his deep regrel
that your son, Second Lt. Willlam
‘¢ Kaspervik has been repocted
missing in action Ssince January
14 in Italy. If further details or
other jnformation are received,

[Woman Who Has Lost Two | |
Sons In Service Is Notified

[

3rd Son Missing in Acﬁ#m-

—

. Brother Herofe}s

B

At

loft, Second Lt Willam T. |.
Kaspervik, fighter plane pilot, S
reparted dmissing In  actlon in

Italy since January 14. At right.
Cpl. Preston Lee Kaspervik, [who
dicd in Sielly, Janoary 4, lasf, of -}
an Hinoss. -

S R A

= :
First Lt Donald W. Kaﬂifg "A?f‘f’,a"
weg killed in ghe crash of 590
ariny bombers In New Mexico,

June 18, 1543,

you will be promptly notified.”

upver sifce the death of Presion
(Cpl. Preston Lee Haspervikdy I've
had a premoniifon that something
wes going to happen to BilL” Mrs.
Rosen said. “All this week I've been
slek with the feeling that T would

uary i4-—the day

\

hear bad_ hews, When the messen-
ger boy came today, 1 Just stood
there shaking. I couldn't go to the
Jdoor, and my hushand bad to go Jor
me. I knew what it was befere I
ever apened the telegram.” ,

Mrs, Rosen recalled that Lt wil-
lam T. Kaszpervik was only 17 when
he eniisted in the cavalry at Fort
Des Molnes in September, 1835. “He
had been in service more than gight
years,” she sald, e servedd one
term of enlistment at Fort Des
Moines, and was a staff sergeant
when he was transferred to Fort
Jay. New York. After the outbreak
of the war, he was transferred to
the alr corps. He got his wings {
Mareh 25, 1943 at Craig Field, Ala,
After 2 short furlough st home,
he was assigned to the Caribbean
ares and remained there unlil Bep-
tember, 1943, He had another fur-
lough at home and was then sent
to Nortn Africa and later to Italy.”

Strangely snough Mrs, Rosen ra-
celved her son's last letter on Jan-
e was repnricd
missing in action. The letter begged
her not to worry, He assured her
that the “Jerries are poor shots.™

Too Optimistic.

«f knew he was tng optimistie,
thaugh,” Mrs. Rosen sald. “T just
feli that something was going to

ppen.” : .

Lt Willlam Kaspervik ‘was born
three montiis before the first world
way ended. His father, ~Wiliiam
Haspervik, was serving in the army
in France and did not see “Rilly"
until the boy was six months old.

‘First Lt. Donald W, Kaspérvik
had peen in the army nesrly nine
years when he met death in the
homber crash In  New Mexice in
June of 1943, and was slated for
captainey. His widow, Mrs, Lillian
Kaspervik, and small  dauzlter.
Poennp Sud, are living atl 71344
State styeel

Cpl. Preston 1ee Raspervik, radle
operator and {nstructot, had been
in service three yeRrs and OVerseas
since August, 1943, when his death
occurred of.heptatitis, at inflam-
mation of the liver, in Sicily, on

Januapy 4. 1544 -

r—_—




pre =2
vere
ing.
were
:lves
were

one w

' PR
r [

\/4.,/( m.;{ﬂn-\ L hWurcch % /I\ ~
A 14,‘,1/@/ o NMev ﬁ"fos.{kﬁ € {‘[/.\_9___-—
The VWYV

®1(66 |

3

Conversations and Conferences

A Talk with Stalin About Germany — Poland and Her Frontiers
— Roosevelt’s Plan for the “Four Policemen” — 1 Present the
Stalingrad Sword of Honour by the King’s Command — Our
Second Plenary Session — Stalin Asks Who Will Command
“Overlord” —1 State the British View About “Overlord” and
Italy — Argument About the Date of Crossing the Channel —
The Importance of Not Wrecking the Italian Campaign —
Stalin’s Direct Question to Me — Discussion at Dinner —I De-
clare Against Mass Executions of Germans.

T HE FORMAL CONFERENCES were interspersed with what may
) be thought to be even more important talks between
Roosevelt, Stalin, and myself at luncheons and dinners. Here
there were very few things that could not be said and received
in good-humour. On Sunday night the 28th, President Roose-
velt was our host for dinner. We were a party of ten or eleven,
including the interpreters, and conversation soon became gen-
cral and serious.

After dinner on this first evening, when we were strolling
about the room, I led Stalin to a sofa and suggested that we
talk for a little on what was to happen after the war was won.
He assented with good-humour, and we sat down. Eden joined
us. “Let us,” said the Marshal, “first consider the worst that

might happen.” He thought that Germany had every possi-

bility of recovering from this war, and might start on a new
hevithin'a'eomparatively short'time. He feared the revival
ol German nationalism. After Versailles peace had seemed
359




360 TEHERAN TO ROME

assured, but Germany-had-recovered very quickly. We must
therefore establish a strong body,to prevent Germany starting
a new war. He was convinced that she would recover. When
I asked “How soon?” he replied, “Within ufteen to twenty
years.” I said that thesworld must be made safe for at least
fifty years. If it was only for fifteen to twenty years, then we
should have betrayed our soldiers. ,

Stalin thought we should consider restraints on Germany’s
manufacturing capacity. The Germans were an able people,
very industrious and resourceful, and they would recover
quickly. I replied that there would have to be certain measures
of control. I would forbid them all aviation, civil and military,
and I would forbid the General Staff system. “Would you,”
asked Stalin, “also forbid the existence of watchmakers’ and
furniture factories for making parts of shellss The Germans
produced toy rifles which were used for teaching hundreds of
thousands of men how to shoot.”

“Nothing,” I said, “is final. The world rolls on. We have
now learnt something. Our duty is to make the world safe
for at least fifty years by German disarmament, by preventing
rearmament, by supervision of German factories, by forbid-
ding all aviation, and by territorial changes of a far-reaching
character. It all comes back to the question whether Great
Britain, the United States, and the U.S.S.R. can keep a close
friendship and supervise Germany in their mutual interest.
We ought not to be afraid to give orders as soon as we se¢
any danger.”

“There was control after the last war,” said Stalin, “but it
failed.”

“We were inexperienced then,” 1 replied. “The last war was
not to the same extent a national war, and Russia was not a
party at the Peace Conference. It will be different this time.”

I had a feeling that Prussia should be isolated and reduced?‘
that Bavaria, Austria, and Hungary might form a broad, peace-
ful, unaggressive confederation. I thought Prussia should be
dealt with more sternly than the other parts of the RCiCh:
which might thus be influenced against throwing in their lot

CONVERSATIONS AND CONFEREN

with her. It must be rememb
moods.
“All very good, but insufficie;
Russia, I continued, would
and the United States their na:
all three Powers would have tl
be strongly armed, and must n
arm. “We are the trustees for
(ail. there will be perhaps a ht
strong, we can carry out our
went on, ‘than merely keepin
should guide the future of the
any system on other nations.
right of all nations to develc
remain friends in order to e
tries.”
Stalin asked again what w:
I replied that I was not ag:
only against the leaders and
Ile said that there were man
who fought under orders. W
who came from the labourin
he probably meant “Commu
Hitler, they replied that the
shot such prisoners.
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machine guns sited to fire a few inches above the ground. Wire
had been laid, avenues of approach had been mined. Several
hundred yards behind the forward line were reserve companies
protected by dugouts along the ditches. Behind them were
weapons pits and gun emplacements.

To break out of the beachhead, the Americans would have
to attack uphill across the network of ditches and canals that
wrinkled the face of the Anzio plain. At Cisterna the ground
was fairly open and level, suitable for tanks. But beyond, in a
3-mile corridor leading to the upper end of the Liri valley
at Valmontone, scattered patches of trees, vineyards, and wide,
steep ravines cut by streams would slow an advance.

While the Allied forces in the beachhead prepared on May
22 for their attack, while American troops fought for Ter-
racina and the French captured Pico, Kesselring made his stra-
tegic decision. Unable to put off the distasteful task any longer,
he began a systematic withdrawal of the Tenth Army out of
the Liri valley. German service units began to stream up High-
way 6 and out of the valley through Valmontone.

At the beachhead at eight-thirty that evening, the British
1st Division launched a feint attack on the west side of the
Albano road. At two-fifteen on the morning of May 23, the
sth British Division made an artillery demonstration along
the lower Moletta River.

Daybreak came shortly after five-thirty on the morning
of May 23, and with it came a light drizzle. In the Liri valley
the British Eighth Army launched a three-corps assault against
the Hitler line, already outflanked in the Fifth Army zone and
lightly held by rearguards protecting the Tenth Army with-
drawal. Around the beachhead perimeter more than 500 guns
opened fire while sixty light bombers struck Cisterna to start
Truscott’s VI Corps attack.

The Eighth Army made little progress in the Liri. The
beachhead attack achieved only slightly better results.

Truscott’s assault gained surprise and should have ripped
through the German defenses. For some half-awake and par-
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tially clothed German troops still in their dugouts were cap-
tured. German counterbattery fire was slow in starting. And
German observers found the haze that lasted through the day
frustrating. Though the Germans recovered quickly, they
could never quite overcome their initial disorganization. Coun-
terattacks launched during the day were nothing more than
local in character.

Yet the VI Corps failed to make a striking advance. On
the left of the main effort the 45th Division took limited ob-
jectives designed to hold the shoulder of the major penetration.
In the principal attack toward Cisterna, barely 2 miles ahead,
the 1st Armored Division on the north, the 3rd Division in the
middle, and the First Special Service Force on the south passed
through the 34th Division and had a difficult time fighting
against the most tenacious resistance.

By the end of the day the Americans had reached the line
of the Cisterna-Rome railroad, they had captured almost 1,500
prisoners. But they had lost about a hundred tanks and tank
destroyers. The 3rd Division alone had sustained the staggering
total of 950 casualties. And the troops were denied Cisterna.

Despite German success in holding both in the Liri valley
and at the beachhead, events elsewhere foreshadowed an ad-
justment of Kesselring’s defenses. Battling for Terracina against
the II Corps, the units on the left flank of the Fourteenth Army
had to fall back onto the flank of the Tenth Army. With both
armies holding poor defensive positions in unsuitable terrain,
Kesselring had no alternative but to move into the Caesar line.
Before he could do so, he needed Hitler’s O.K.

On May 24, as the II Corps took Terracina, a scant 30
miles from Cisterna across the indefensible Pontine Marshes,
as the British continued their pressure against the Hitler line,
as the French added their weight in the Lepini Mountains just
below the Alban Hills, and as the VI Corps resumed its offen-
sive toward Cisterna, Kesselring received permission from Hit-
ler to pull his forces into the Caesar line.

On that day, though Cisterna still remained just out of
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“well pleased with the entire situation and was most com-
plimentary in his reference to the Fifth Army” and to Clark.
Far from objecting to the shift of the main attack, Alexander
said, “I am for any line which the army commander believes
will offer a chance to continue his present success.” Yet he
could not forgo asking Gruenther, “I am sure the army com-
mander will continue to push toward Valmontone, won’t he?”

“I assured him,” Gruenther later reported to Clark, “that
you had the situation thoroughly in mind and that he could de-
pend on you to execute a vigorous plan with all the push in
the world.”

Alexander had accepted the explanation with his usual
good grace. Gruenther was convinced that when Alexander
departed he “left with no mental reservations as to the wis-
dom” of Clark’s decision.

What else could he do? The new attack was an accom-
plished fact. And Alexander’s acquiescence was strongly con-
ditioned, if not determined, not only by Clark’s success in the
spring offensive, but by his previous relationship with the
American army commander. He had no ground for question-
ing Clark’s judgment on the best course of action in Clark’s
own zone of responsibility.

As events developed, Clark’s decision neither unlocked the
door to Rome nor cut the German withdrawal at Valmontone.
At the Caesar line the Germans halted repeated, bloody, and
fruitless efforts of the VI Corps to open Highway 7. Through
Valmontone for more than a week the Tenth Army retired
slowly, exposed and threatened but never trapped.

Ironically, had the VI Corps made its main effort toward
Valmontone, Clark would have undoubtedly reached Rome
more quickly by wheeling northwest there and swinging into
Rome on Highway 6. He would certainly have put far greater
pressure on the Tenth Army.

When Truscott finally broke through Kesselring’s last
defenses south of Rome, he did so by a surprise night infiltra-
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tion along the eastern side of the Alban Hills between the two
prongs of the attack. When this breach was widened, Clark
turned his forces toward Rome and away from the withdraw-
ing Tenth Army. With the British Eighth Army failing to
keep heavy pressure against the Tenth Army, the Germans es-
caped.

On June 2 the Germans began to withdraw through
Rome, leaving rearguards to impede the Americans. With the
I Corps by then on Highway 6 at Valmontone and the VI
Corps on Highway 7 at Albano, the divisions formed flying
columns of tanks, tank destroyers, engineers, and infantry—
usually a battalion or less of infantry and a company of tanks
—to move into the city to secure the bridges. Behind them
columns of infantry advanced on foot and by motor into the
suburbs.

On June 4, while the Germans departed from Rome on
the north and west along deserted streets, Americans entered
Rome on roads from the south and east that were lined by
cheering_Italians. By midnight the Fifth Army stood at the
Tiber. Every bridge was under guard. North and south of
Rome, the Germans had destroyed the bridges, but in Rome it-
self all the crossings were intact.

The Allies had gained Rome, but they had not destroyed
Kesselring’s forces. Nor could they prevent Kesselring from
making a masterful withdrawal 150 miles up the Italian boot.
The Allies would follow in close pursuit for almost two
months. Then, at the end of July, with Kesselring’s forces be-
hind the Arno River in northern Italy, the Allies would have
to pause in order to consolidate their forces and make prepara-
tions for another battle.

But the future was not uppermost in Clark’s mind on
June 4, when the unsmiling but jubilant Fifth Army com-
mander entered Rome. After all the frustration and pain during
the nine months between Salerno and Rome, the great prize
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| CHAPTER XII
iLOOKING BACK

| 1. THE MEN
|
T HE amazing thing about the Italian campaign is the fact that
it was fought and won by men who had little idea of why .
they were fighting. This statement is true at least of the average :.
American soldier| of Fifth Army, though even here exceptions '
did occur. The Nisei of the 100th Battalion and the 442d
Regimental Combat Team knew that they were battling
to redeem theirl friends and relatives at home from unjust
prejudice, and so|these men laid down their lives before the Ger-
man machine guns in almost prodigal abandon. On the other -
hand the Negroes of the 92d Division, insufficiently motivated -
R to battle, did not perform as well as might be hoped. Between these - .
C extremes was the| great bulk of the Fifth Army troops, fighting o
carefully and well, rapidly becoming veterans, but not at all
clear as to the bai‘:kground of the campaign or indeed of the war.
The most persistent and thoughtful attempts by the military -
agencies of education and information to indoctrinate the sol- .
diers—by posters, pamphlets, movies, and all the other agencies
of propaganda—were only of limited success in this regard. Of
more avail, as far as the front-line troops were concerned, was
the physical presence of a dangerous enemy beyond the hill or on
the other side of the valley. The infantry did not like the Krauts
with their burp guns, Screaming Meemies, 88s, and infernal
mines; but even‘ here the enmity was as often coupled with a
grudging admiration for German tenacity and the well designed’
enemy equipment as with a besetting, emotional hatred. Both '
on the front and still more in the rear our troops hated the enemy .
perhaps most because he was the reason for their being away . %
from home in the Army, in a foreign land under unpleasant .
conditions. ! .
Equally interesting is the fact that among those soldiers who
thought about the campaign the official justifications for the war
in Italy carried little weight. Many of the officers and men felt .
that the Italian Campaign was a horrible mistake or that at most . .
we should have seized Naples and the Foggia airfields, then gone |
no farther. Som:etimes this attitude was a mere expression of dis-
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content, but it cannot be dismissed as being no more; for often
it was well and cogently argued The loss of interest at home in
the Italian campaign after the invasion of France could not but
reinforce this attltude, and the bitter check in the mountains
north of the Gothic Line heightened it even more.

One factor which always entered into the soldier’s thinking
was his contempt for fItaly and things Italian. Hatred this feel-
ing could hardly be called, for the Americans were not deeply
concerned by Italy’s part as an enemy in the war. The igno-
minious surrender in September 1943 was taken as typical of Italian
courage and endurance, and the high rate of desertion in the
Fascist divisions we met in the winter of 1944-45 appeared another
indication of instability and lack of powerful convictions in the
Italian people. During|the first fall and winter, while Fifth Army
was still close to the Campanian Plain, the contempt was at its
height and not W1thout some justification, for the teeming pop-
ulace of the region about the squalid city of Naples appeared
content to beg and to steal, leaving unrepaired the broken bridges,
demolished buildings, and ruined railroads. The creaking oxcarts
on the roads, the stone villages with their narrow streets and
ancient odors, the bakaard ways of rural life, the lack of
mechanical progress everywhere—all these grated on men raised
in the United States. The Bambini yelling for “Caramelli”’ and the -
easy daughters of the|south both mitigated and reinforced the
dislike; nor could the|evident hunger and poverty bring more
than temporary compassion.

As our troops drove north in the summer of 1944 into the
more alert and progressive areas of central Italy, the distaste for
Italian ways and culture lessened somewhat. The next spring a
brief contact with the cities of the Po Valley, where railroads
and streetcars were still running at our entry, gave at least some
soldiers a better impression of Italy. Nevertheless, the men of
Fifth Army who desired insistently to marry the girls of Italy
were few, and those who learned more than a few simple phrases
of the language were rare. Justified or not in their bases of judg-
ment, the troops did not like Italy. In many cases the contrast
with their homeland stiffened their pride in being Americans
and in the American way.

The Americans of Flftl‘l Army had contact with other nation-
alities as well in the form of the fighting contingents of British
(including Dominions), French, and Brazilian origin. Officially
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the attitude toward|these Allies was friendly, and there were
indeed no severe clashes between troops of different origin; but a
truthful account cannot hide the fact that divergences in methods
of fighting and thinking brought occasional difficulties. Fifth
Army probably had the least trouble with its Brazilians, trained
and equipped on the American model, for the Brazilian con-
tingent was not large and was not employed in an important
part of the line; the main difficulties experienced here were the
inadequate training received by Brazilian units before arrival in
Italy and the always|lax supply discipline of the individual Bra-
zilian soldiers. | :

With respect to supply and administration the French likewise
caused little trouble, for they were equipped and organized on
the American system. Americans had a wholehearted respect for-
the battle qualities of the French soldier and for the absorption in
fighting of the FEC} no other nationality had as little overhead
in supply and command channels. French soldiers might be a
little careless with ehuipment—a French 2V-ton truck on the
LF road was a dangerous object indeed—and the gowmiers once in a
while engaged in inexcusable mass raping of Italian women;
- otherwise the main problem in relations with the French cameina’
hH national difference in tactics. The French tended to drive swiftly
' forward to their key objectives, by-passing and leaving in their rear
1. considerable pockets|of the enemy. American troops for the most
i part were methodical and were sometimes surprised by these
il pockets on their flanks. In the battle of Cassino, when the 142d
: Infantry moved up to reinforce the 3d Algérian Division, our ;.
troops ran into considerable opposition in the upper Rapido
Valley, an area which the French had already traversed.

American tactics| were perhaps more similar to those of the
British than to those|of the French. Even on the front lines, how-
ever, the two English-speaking peoples did not always- get along’
well; in the rear and on higher levels of command the differences
in ways of action s!ometimes brought irritation akin to anger.
This is not the place to engage in a lengthy study of the national
characteristics of Americans versus British; in the military field
the problem of cooperation and coordination often seemed to. :
revolve about one of three differences: (1) that-the British were
more deliberate, but not necessarily more thorough; (2) that the
British had a great deal more battle experience in this war than
the Americans; and|(3) that the Americans had in many respects
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much better and certainly more abundant equipment and supplies.
On the front the! British were more thorough in planning
their attacks than the Americans and tended to launch their
assaults under very heavy artillery preparations. The speed with
which Eighth Army! and other British units followed up their
success or breakthrough was often more deliberate than desired
by the Fifth Army command, but the difficulty seemed to lie
mainly in the less efficient British transport and the inability of
the engineers to open up roads and put in bridges—though it
must not be forgotten that the invaluable Bailey bridge was a
British invention. Behind the lines the British supply and ad-
ministrative installatic:ms and echelons could never be fully inte-
grated into the American set-up, and the two systems existed side
by side with some duplications and overlappings. At headquarrers
commanding both British and American troops British increments
were dovetailed into the American staff system, completely in the
G-2 and G-3 sections] less fully in G-1 and G-4. In intelligence
work and in several other specialties the experience of our allies
was drawn on heavilly for experts and plans throughout part
or all of the Italian campaign. '
There is no point in disguising the' fact that the association
of British and Americans in Fifth Army brought rancor and
unjustified suspicions sometimes as well as mutual understanding
and appreciation. Both on the staff and command levels of Fifth
Army one could findl the impression that British commanders

tended to spare the liv?s of their mén unduly. The seeming arro-

‘gance of British officers and men—Limeys—in rest areas was

probably counterbalanced by the ostentation and lavish spend-
ing -of the better—paid‘ Americans; neither added to an interna-
tional understanding. Yet, to keep the picture clear after men-
tioning these difficulties, one must reiterate the fact that Fifth
Army functioned succéssfully as an international army and that
internal troubles never seriously hindered the execution of jts
mission to defeat the enemy.

Both Americans and British discovered that the long Italian cam-
paign required considetable attention to the problem of keeping
up the morale of the soldiers. On the American side Fifth Army
was the first field ar,rn)‘r'to establish large-scale rest areas, first at
Caserta, then at Rome, later at Florence, and in the summer of

© 1945 at several points in the Po Valley and on the Italian Riviera.
oldiers were given passes

Unlike World War I, t;vhen individual s

I
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to the big cities c“;f France, in this war units received quotas and
dispatched their due number of men to a rest center in a body.
The general philosophy governing operations of the rest centers
was expressed by General Truscott as being an attempt to help

the soldier forget the Army for a while; accordingly every effort:

. . .
de pleasant quarters, manifold conveniences,

was made to provi
and numerous diyersions. Morale depended also on food and mail
b, to obtain the

from home, and equal attention was paid to bot
favorite foods of the American soldier and to deliver his mail as -
speedily as possible. With refrigerator trucks, sock-washing in-.;
stallations, and bven divisional gin distilleries, Fifth Army re
sembled a huge, ]portable business both in fighting and in relax-:
ation. |

The American soldier came from a mechanized, industrial,

but nevertheless':individualistic democracy—a point which could.

never be forgotten in dealing with him and his needs. Consider-

able efforts had|to be made to procure the personal supplies he
demanded, such as post-exchange items and above all cigarettes;
and a safety vent for the free expression of his complaints and
ideas was provided in the form of the Mediterranean edition of
Stars and Stripes. The letter columns and editorials of this news-

paper and also of the magazine Yank, together with the master-
d regularly in Stars and

ful Mauldin cartoons which appeare
Stripes, furnished a barometer of the soldiers’ opinion which could *
not be overlooked, though they might irritate some commanders
and officers.” The Army command, however, was deeply con-.
cerned with its duties of leading soldiers of a democracy and
fostered the circulation of the army periodicals as well as the .
education of itsmen by a multitude of other methods.
Despite all irritations and dislikes the Fifth Army soldiér was
not openly or !sullenly discontented with his life. At all times -
soldiers in war have grumbled in greater or lesser degree, yet al-’
" ways the averdge man adjusts himself as well as he can to his’
surroundings and tries hard to enjoy life. So tooin Italy. Thaten-
. joyment was somewhat hectic and unnatural, even pathetic; but it
represented an [attempt to rise above the mud, the mountains, the,
dull routine, and the sharp periods of fear. During the first winter,
in Italy units Yere somewhat slow to seek comfort in their daily’
year our troops learned much about the

|
little ways in which life could be made more pleasant.

446

living; but by the second




!
T
|
|

2. THE FIGHTING

The extent to which the tactics and strategy of the Italian
;campaign will influence future military thinking cannot be assessed
7 s yet. During the war itself the experience of Fifth Army
‘was of considerable value; for almost a year our troops in Italy
formed the field laboratory of the American army in Europe,
and much may be found!in official reports of our activities and
- {our use of the new weapofns and equipment. Within Fifth Army
itself endless debates raged over the relative efficiency of German
snd American weapons, |the use of air power, and a host of
other subjects connected with the military revolutions of World
War II. |
In many ways the Fifth Army experience was unique during
the war, for ours was above all a mountain campaign. Except
for relatively brief interludes the men of Fifth Army fought in
the mountains and rugged hills of the Italian Peninsula, where
~ lone peak looks down onl another in a seemingly endless chain.
In the fall of 1943 Fifth'} Army was the most mechanized force
ever to go to war, yet its soldiers fought more as individuals than
of in any war of recent times. Instead of trench warfare or mass
unk attacks, the battles of the Italian campaign consisted of
&= iindividuals crawling up hillsides, warily evading the mines, duck-
gl ing the German mortar shells, closing with the enemy to drive
Ar¢ould him from his bunkers. Tl:le infantry were aided by all the modern
™ {evelopments of the machine—by tanks, artillery, aircraft, trucks,
con- xland jeeps—but the battle/ was still won by the individual soldier.
On his morale, training, And endurance depended the success of
I the local action and of the campaign. .
The tactics were thus above all small-unit tactics. A drive
Wt niohe start on the Army level, but time after time it would
% fissolve in the cut-up mluntains into isolated actions by com-
sanies, platoons, and eve1!1 squads, separated from each other by
W avines and ridges and focussed on an individual German bunker
*or machine-gun position. Aid from the rear in such warfare
tcould consist only of encouragement and the forwarding of
pplies by mules and carriers, with occasional assistance from a
nddenly swooping airplane or an artillery concentration directed
by the artillery forward observer. The location of our scattered
~ Inits could seldom be given precisely; forward troops had always
. lo be prepared for all-around defense. When mud and rain were
idded to the pattern of mountain warfare, each advance became

~incredibly difficult.

e dally
gt the
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~ The troops of |Fifth Army learned a great deal about moun-
tain warfare during their twenty months of combat. As late
as the summer of| 1944 one battalion commander might comment
that his division staff still tried to push troops across open ground
commanded by the hills on either side, but eventually the lesson
was well learned that low ground was a trap until the mountains
had been taken. [From the supply point of view fighting in the
mountains was difficult, but the advantages of blind spots in the
enemy fields of fire and the possibilities of infiltration more than
counterbalanced |this problem; to procure the necessary supplies
Fifth Army relied ever more heavily on mules and the engineer im-
provement of mountain trails. A main highway was a blessing
which could supply an entire corps, but even a poor mountain road
could maintain 4n amazing number of troops. The jeep and the
2V-ton truck, | together with the engineer bulldozer, stood '
behind many of our most brilliant achievements in mountain
fighting. o :
Although the [“supporting” weapons were decidedly that, they
were invaluable even in mountain warfare, and their efficiency
steadily improved. Problems of .ammunition supply across the
hills normally prevented the use of the full allotment of mortars
and heavy machine guns in-an attack, but those which could be
supplied were of inestimable value in screening an advance, beat-
ing back a sudden counterattack, or reaching a nasty reverse-
slope position of the enemy. Behind these weapons were the in-
fantry cannon c:ompany howitzers, the tanks and tank destroyers,
and the chemical mortars—the latter a new and very highly
esteemed Wcapoln. Tanks and tank destroyers were pushed well
forward in the mountains, not to beat off enemy armor so much
as to furnish direct, low-trajectory fire on enemy pillboxes and
emplacements; |except at Salerno and Anzio tank-versus-tank -
engagement on any scale was rare.
Then, farther back in narrow mountain valleys were the artil-
lery pieces, the [105s, the 155s, the Long Toms, the 8-inchers, the -
great 240mm howitzers. The utmost refinement in observation
and fire was necessary in the rocky, mountainous terrain; but
once the infantry had: felt out the enemy positions artillery am- .
munition expenditure was restricted only by its availability as our
guns searched out the enemy’s bunkers, felt for his supply routes,
and worked up and down his reverse slopes. With the new de- .
velopments of | this war, both in methods of fire and in such

|
|
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mechanical improvements as the proximity fuze, our artillery
fire grew ever more deadly and hated by the enemy.

The most. startling improvements in the support of the in-
fantry came in the development of air-ground support. Dur-
ing the first fall and Winter the air attacks on the Winter and
Gustav lines and on bridges in the Liri Valley had often failed
in accuracy and efficiency, but throughout 1944 the ability of
our fighter-bombers and other craft to hit their targets improved

_ amazingly with more |experience and better directional aids. As
far as Fifth Army was concerned, the introduction and refine-
ment of the Rover Joe technique marked the acme of air-ground
support directly in front of our lines. Radar methods of pinpoint
bombing even through overcast also extended the effective radius
of our air support far behind the enemy front. Since our air
power often represented the margin of superiority on the Allied
side in Italy; its effective use was of grear importance in pro-
moting a breakthrough and most of all in keeping the enemy dis-

* organized during a retreat. :

Turning from tactics to strategy, one must admit that the
grand strategy of the| Italian campaign is open to question on
many counts. The overriding issue is the desirability of such
. a2 campaign in the first place, and then the problem of whether
we should have contm'ued our offensive after the fall of Naples,
again after the fall of Rorne, and again after being stopped in the
. Northern Apennmes Dependent upon the answer to this ques-
tion is one’s judgment on the forces used, which were certainly
too weak for a sustamed offensive and were yet too powerful for
a simple defense. In parncular the withdrawal of troops from
Fifth Army for the attack in south France must appear either as
an unwarrantable We:la.kemng of the Italian armies before the
crucial battle in the |Apennines or as a desirable shifting of
strength from a lesser to a more important front. It may be
doubted if Americans and British can ever reach a common ver-
~dict on these points, s'o intimately connected with the political
issues of the war in the Balkans; the sad thing is the feeling one
has of compromise in the Italian campaign—of a decision to
mount it but not to give it the necessary forces for clear, quick
| success. If this be true, an unnecessarily bitter struggle and death
! came to many of our soldiers who fought in the Italian mountains.
Other issues also have arisen or may arise in the future. The
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decision on the Gulf of Salerno as an initial invasion point, the

bloody crossing (%f the Rapido,
Verdun-like attacks on Cassino,
Anzio, our loss of contact with a

the absorption of our troops in
the timing of the landing at
defeated enemy north of Rome,

the almost frenzied. effort to break through to the Po Plain in
October 1944—all these and more too may be debated at length.
This volume pretends to do no more than point out the actual
circumstances attending each in the hope that accurate evidence
on the operations! may help in sober judgment on the plans. The
only two major |operations of Fifth Army which went almost

exactly as planned—the brea

the drive to the Po Valley in

kthrough to Rome in May 1944 and
April 1945—probably will not be -

subject to such criticism; these two attacks, indeed, are as masterly

A I
as any in the European war.

The geographical limitations can never be forgotten in dis-
cussing the strategy of the Italian campaign; the front was al-

]

ways relatively narrow, and open flanks did not exist. Every
effort had to start with a frontal attack, and exploitation of a
breakthrough was almost always impeded by the mountains. A

qualification on this observation m

ay appear to be demanded by

¢he fact that the Allies controlled the sea and so theoretically
could strike behibd the enemy’s flanks at any point.” At the end of
the war Marshal Kesselring criticized our command for not en-
gaging in such amphibious operations and confessed that he was’
always concerned for his flanks. In view of the characteristics of

criticism of our plodding strateg
ring, however, could have inspect
available to the|Italian campaign,

" the Italian Peqinsula—long, narrow, and mountainous—such
y may appear justified. If Kessel-
ed the stock of landing craft

his fears would have been al-

layed; only at Anzio did Fifth Army have an adequate supply of
naval craft for |a major amphibious landing, or the troops with
which to launch it. In fact, then, our control of the sea was
useful in assuring supply and in making feints to play on the
enemy’s fears and so induce him to keep strong coastal guards;
on occasion the|navy could also assist by naval gunfire on targets

just beyond our|lines.

In passing, it may be noted that the enemy’s commitment in . %.

Italy was almost wholly determined by ours and that his strategy

is equally open to question. The Germans were willing to fight ">
in Italy and to bleed our forces as muc :
retreat up the long reach of the Péninsula,

,

h as possible by their slow
but only at Salerno and
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at Anzio did they switch ‘to the offensive. Both times they failed;
and one feels that the strategic and tactical ability of the enemy
was sometimes overestimated by our soldiers. If the enemy seemed
to conduct masterly retreats, it must be remembered that he had
the powerful weapons of demolition, mines, and mountains to
slow our pursuit and to allow him time in which to regroup his
shattered forces. Several times the German generals seem to have
been more concerned with holding ground than maintaining a
sound position, and so delayed their retreats too long.

The individual German soldiers deserved praise for their de-
fensive skill, but often tl}ley had only to sit in their well-nigh
impregnable position and await our attack. Not that all the
German defenses were well planned; prisoners passed harsh judg-
ments on the Dora Line nelgr Esperia, and one bitter officer wished
that the Todt organization had had to defend the Gothic Line which
it had built, When taken prisoner, the Germans did not loom
up as members of a master|race but as poor folk akin to our own
soldiers, caught in the same web of circumstance. In warfare
there is no such thing as fairness on either side, so the Germans
on the Italian front cannot be censured for their tricks; yet the
scattered instances of the misuse of the Red Cross and the white
flag were certainly in direct Contravention of emphatic orders from
the enemy command. In many ways the most impressive part of
the German defense in Italy, and the one most worth studying,
was the enemy’s ability to{ keep on fighting and supplying his
troops despite our complete air superiority.

If victory is the final justification of a line of strategy, then
the Fifth Army campaign|in Italy is eminently justified. The
obstacles of terrain, weather, and enemy opposition were severe,
and the course of the battle ' which has been sketched in the chap-
ters of this book was a grueling, heartbreaking effort; but at the
end the Allied forces in Italy stood on the Alps, and all Germans
in Italy were our prisoners. [Nor can it be denied that the Italian
struggle was veritably a cancer in the enemy’s side; from D-day at
Salerno to 2 May 1945 Fifth Army had captured 212,112 pris-
oners. How many Germans had died or had been wounded cannot
yet be estimated. '

Another set of figures, however, must never be forgotten by
anyone writing on the Italian campaign: our victory cost the 27
divisions and 7 corps at oné time or another in Fifth Army a
total of 188,746 casualties.?| Now and for long in the future,
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fields and roads, villages and cities of Italy will bear the marks
of the fiercest war ever fought in that Peninsula, and the names
of many of those villages will have a familiar, fateful ring in
America. Salerno,|San Pietro, Cassino, Anzio, Santa Maria, Liver-
gnano—these places now are woven into the history of American

valor and endurance.

NOTES TO CHAPTER XII

i

! .
1Like all other parts éf the American Army, Fifth Army had its debates over the class
system separating officers from men; as clsewhere there were real and imagined grievances, but

the subject cannot be pursued further in these pages.

2In view of the three-dimensional character of modern war, it must be noted that the
Allies could alse have struck by air at the enemy’s rear; but the mountainous ‘terrain and the
lack of airborne troops limited such operations to the Avellino drop in September 1943.

SBroken down by nationalities, the figures are:
Killed in Action Wounded in Action Missing in Action Total

American 19,476 80,530 9,637 109.642
British 6,606 29,977 10.870 47,462
.French 5,241 . 20,847 1,683 27,671
Brazilian 215 1,901 235 2,411
Italian 290 710 510 1,670

31,886 134,025 22,835 188,746




