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cue, I wrote a letter, later mailed to my parents, that de-
scribed my feelings at the time:

“] try to think about it as little as possible,” I said, “yet
I cannot get the thought of those two out of my mind. Oh,
Pm O.K.—I want to fly again and I won’t be scared of it,
but I know I won’t be able to shake the memory of this
incident and I don’t believe I want to completely.”

Then there were the better moments spent standing
watch on the tower during the midnight to four A.M. shift,
when the Finback ran on the surface to recharge its batter-
ies. The sub moved like a porpoise, water lapping over its
bow, the sea changing colors, first jet black, then sparkling
white. It reminded me of home and our family vacations in
Maine. The nights were clear and the stars so bright you felt
you could touch them. It was hypnotic. There was peace,
calm, beauty—God’s therapy.

I still don’t understand the “logic” of war—why some
survive and others are lost in their prime. But that month on
the Finback gave me time to reflect, to go deep inside myself
and search for answers. As you grow older and try to re-
trace the steps that made you the person you are, the sign-
posts to look for are those special times of insight, even
awakening. I remember my days and nights aboard the
U.S.S. Finback as one of those times—maybe the most im-

portant of them all.

I rejoined the San Jacinto and VT-51 exactly eight
weeks after being shot down, in time to take part in strikes
against enemy positions and shipping in the Philippines. In
October 1944 American troops had landed at Leyte; in No-
vember our squadron was in action at Manila Bay and in the
Luzon area. We also got news that over one hundred B-2%,
taking off from Saipan, had bombed Tokyo. Three years
after it had begun, the war in the Pacific was coming full
circle, a noose tightening around the Japanese home islands.

In December VT-51 was replaced by a new squadron,
and after flying fifty-eight combat missions 1 was ordered
home. No reunion could have been scripted more perfectly.

Looking Forward 41

I arrived Christmas Eve. There were tears, | i
the love and warmth of family in a holid’a}fl lslgtl::?r’lgugs, 199
1945Barbara and I were married two weeks later, January 6
» at the First Presbyterian Church in her hometown’
Rye, New York, with a close friend from VT-51. Milt
Moox:,fas a mer;:ber of the wedding party. ’
ew months later I was reassigned to VT-15
torpedo bomt_)er group being readie(% for the invasisc;xfl oNf 2.11‘2{
pan. Everything I'd experienced in my year and a half of
combat in the Pacific told me it was going to be the bloodi-
est, most prolonged battle of the war. Japan’s war leaders
were unfazed l?y. massive raids on Tokyo. They seemed bent
on national suicide, regardless of the cost in human life.
p Now, years later, whenever I hear anyone criticize
resident Truman’s decision to drop the atomic bomb on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, I wonder whether the critic re-
:per.nbe_rs_ those days and has really considered the alterna-
ive: mllllpx_ls of fighting men killed on both sides, possibly
tens of mllllgns of Japanese civilians. Harry Traman’s deci-
:;lon wasn’t just courageous, it was far-sighted. He spared
cafxs‘tyorld .and the Japanese people an unimaginable holo-
I was stationed at Oceana Naval Air Station, Virgini
on the mid-August day when the President annm;nccl;ig ltrllll:{
the Japanese had sued for peace. Barbara and I were living
&1, .Vl_rglmg Beach. The announcement came at seven p.M
ithin minutes our neighborhood streets were filled witl;
sailors, aviators, their wives and families celebrating late
into the night. We joined in the celebration, then, before
ig:gmtghgx?ll:;e’a Iv,vgnt to a rtl)eafb‘y church filled with others giv-
rememberin, i
e %l‘t,tars it was oty e rg those lost in the war. After
e were still young, life lay ahea ,
was at peace. It was thg best ot¥ timesc.l of s, and the world

YALE’S HITTING BIG FACTOR
IN TEAM'S DIAMOND SUCCESS

The ability of the Yale Baseball team to b
) ] ack
up some mighty impressive pitching on the part of
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Under the sod and the dew,
-; Waiting the judgment day;~—"
.. Wet with the rain, the Blue;
" 'Wet with the rain, the Gray.

SR i NN

Sadly, but not with upbraiding,
The generous deed was done; . - .
.. In-the storm of the years that are fading,
No braver battle was won;— " °
Under the sod and the dew,
. Waiting the judgment day;—
Under the blossoms, the Blue;
Under the garlands, the Gray.

Lo . No more shall the war cry sever,
Or the winding rivers be red;
‘They banish our anger forever
. When they laurel the graves of our dead!
Under the sod and the dew, - .
Waiting -the judgment day;—
Love and tears for the Blue,
Tears and love for the Gray.

bt FRANCIS MILES FINCH,

THE MEN BEHIND THE GUNS

"‘A'cum and salute for the Admiral, and here’s to the Captain bold,
"And n;:(wll;:r forget the Commodore’s debt when the deeds of might are
. to

They stand to the deck through the battle’s wreck when the great shells
.+ roar and screech—

_And never they fear when the foe is near to practise what they preach:
‘But off with your hat and three times three for Columbia’s true-blue

. sons ,
The men below who batter the foe—the men behind the guns!

I

; Oh',_ light and merry of heart are they when they swing into port once
: - IMOore, . , L .

When, with more than enough of the “green-back stuff,” they start for

" their leave-o’-shore; » .
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PATRIOTISM.AND WAR.- -~~~ "

And you'd think, perhaps; that the blue-bloused.chaps who loll along |
the street . B .o - A

Are a tender bit, with salt on it, for some fierce “mustache” to eat— -

Some warrior bold, with straps of gold, who dazzles and fairly studs- . -* . .

The modest worth of the sailor boys—the lads who serve the guns, "

1
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But say not a word till the shot is heard that tells the fight is on, Lo

Till the long, deep roar grows more and more from the ships of “Yank” .
and “Don,’ ,

Till over the deep and tempest’s sweep of fire and bursting shell,

And the very air is 2 mad Despair in the throes of a living hell;

Then down, deep down, in the mighty ship, unseen by the midday suns, - ¢

You'll find the chaps who are giving the raps—the men behind the =

" guns!

N

v

Oh, well they know how the cyclones blow that they loose from their.
cloud of death, L T
And they know is heard the thunder-word their fierce ten-incher saith! "
The steel’ decks rock with the lightning shock, and shake with the -

great recoil, , ‘ L
And the sea grows red with the blood of the dead and reaches for lus '

spoil— : o .
But not till the foe has gone below or turns his prow and runs, RS
Shall the voice of peace bring sweet release to the men behind the gunsl. .
JOHN JEROME ROONEY. .. . .i.

JEANNETTE AND, JEANNOT

You ARE coING far away, far away from poor Jeannette;

There is no one left to love me now, and you, too, may forget;

But my heart will be with you, wherever you may go; ‘

Can you look me in the face and say the same to me, Jeannot? .

When you wear the jacket red and the beautiful cockade, " T
Oh! I fear that you'll forget all the promises you made;
With a gun upon your shoulder and your bayonet by your side, . .
You'll be taking some proud lady and making her your bride,. -+

Or, when glory leads the way, you'll be madly rushing o.n, - L
Never thinking, if they kill you, that my happiness is gope; . . 0 |

435
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Davis/Simon
4/22/89; 7 pm
Draft: 3
Title: Iowa

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: U.S.S. IOWA
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA
MONDAY, APRIL 24, 1989
9:00 am

We join today in mourning for the 47 who perished, and in
thanks for the 11 who survived. They all were, in the words of

J.J. Rooney, "the men behind the guns."

They came from Hidalgo, Texas, and Cleveland, Ohio; from
Tampa, Florida, and Costa Mesa, California. They came to the
Navy as strangers; served the Navy as shipmates and friends; and
left the Navy as brothers in eternity. 1In the finest Navy

tradition, they proudly served on a great battleship -- the

WAty NI (/S5 | BWA By Hech 2

This dreadnought, built long before these sailors were born,
braved the war-time waters of the Atlantic to take President
Roosevelt to meet Winston Churchill in Casablanca, and anchored

in Tokyo harbor on the day World War Two ended. The IOWA earned

11 battle stars in two wars.

October of 1944, off the coast of the Philippines. I can

still remember: for those of us serving on carriers, having the

IOWA nearby, co s i - 1, no airm
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N
\ﬁ\ye/g\ggtfgi\gpiéhd( I was proud to recommission the IOWA in
1984. Now, fate has written a sorrowful chapter in the history

of the U.S.S. Iowa.

Let me say to the IOWA crew, I understand your grief. }V\
n co si m s
answerss” I, too, have stared at the empty bunks of lost
shipmates, and asked, "Why?" I promise you today, we will find
out "why" -- the circumstances of the tragedy. But, in a larger
sense, there will never be answers to the questions that haunt
us. We will not -- we cannot, as long as we live -- know why God

has called them home.

But of one thing we can be sure -- this world is a more
peaceful place because of the U.S.S. IOWA. The IOWA was
recommissioned, and her crew trained, to preserve that peace. So
never forget that your friends died for the cause of peace and

freedom.

To the Navy community, remember that you have the admiration
of America for sharing the burden of grief as a family --
especially the Navy wives, who suffer most the hardships of
separation. You have always been strong for the sake of love.
You must be heroically strong now. But you will find that love
endures. It endures in the lingering memory of time together, in

the embrace of a friend, in the bright questioning eyes of a



3
child. As for the children of the lost, throughout your lives,

you must never forget: Your father was America's pride.

Your mothers and grandmothers, aunts and uncles, are
entrusted with the memory of this day. 1In the years to come,

they must pass on to you the legacy of "the men behind the guns."

To all who mourn a son, a brother, a husband, a father, a
friend -- I can only offer you the gratitude of a nation, for

your loved one served his country with distinction and honor.

All Americans hope that our sympathy and appreciation
provide some comfort. But true comfort comes from faith and

prayer.

Your men are under a different command now, one that asks no
rank oy (vt Aarsr, 0%‘13 procd -
ggmyJ one that knows no ramk. May God bless them all, these men

behind the guns.

And may God bless the U.S.S. IOWA, and all who walk her
deck.

# %4
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Davis/Simon
April 21, 1989
Draft: One
Title: Iowa

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: U.S.S. IOWA
MONDAY, APRIL 24, 1989/ (t.b.d.)
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*’7;;;%”7 We join today in thanks for the ffiwhé<surv1ved, and in
\\,"130“ ‘ i ¢

pﬁiyérx1 grief for the 4;\wﬁg\per1 ed. They were the men behind the

guns.

/
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qwly_gﬂ They came from Hldaléb, Texas, and Cleveland, Ohio; from

>< ‘. )( A( . —X

Tampa, Florida, and Costa Mesa, California. They came to the
/_/ .

Navy as strangers; served the Navy as crewmates and friends; and

left the Navy as brothers in death. They volunteered to serve a

great Navy tradition, and asked to serve a great battleship.

_Lopprar=Toem | M bg?A+ wes tue poe of thucloesT
s / X b 4 s %
deuw“v This dreadnought bullt before they were born, braved the

W

NMﬂﬂ o war-tiie watirs of the Atlantic to taks Presidént Roosevelt to

ey B X DD e happen” (Nav 366%/ Sheage -0 f Al e ko)
CasabT%nca, and)énchored in Tokyo harbor on thé ay of the
p.
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surrender of Japan. This ship earned 11 battle stars 1 wo

wars. Now fate has written a sorrowful chapter in the history of

—— the U.S.S. Iowa.

Let me say to the Iowa crew, I understand your grief. I
know the confusion of random death, the questions with no

answers. I, too, have stared at the empty bunks of lost
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crewmates, and asked "why?" I promise you today, we will find
out "why" -- the circumstances of the tragedy. But, in a larger
sense, there will never be answers to the questions that haunt
us. We will not -- we cannot, as long as we live -- know why God

has called them home.

But of one thing we can be sure -- this world has known
decades of peace. The Iowa was recommissioned, and her crew
trained, to preserve that peace. So never forget that your
friends died forhépe cause of peace and freedom as surely as

NS . .9 >
those lost at Midway and the Marshall Islands.

W wien Came Fiest?

To the Navy community, know that you have the admiration of
America for the way in which you share the burden of grief as a
family -- especially the Navy wives, who suffer most the
hardships of separation. You have been strong before for the
sake of love. You must be almost impossibly strong now. But you
will find that love endures. Love endures in the lingering
memory of time together, in the embrace of a friend, in the
bright questioning eyes of a child. And, as for the children of
the lost, perhaps many of you don't understand; understanding --
and grief -- will come in time. But I want each of you to
remember something, to repeat it to yourselves, and someday to

your children: Your father was America's pride.
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To all who mourn a son, a brother, a husband, a father, a
friend -- I can only offer you the gratitude of a nation, for

your loved one served his country with distinction and honor.

I hope that our sympathy and appreciation provide some
comfort. But I know that in the still hours of the night,

whatever we say, whatever we do, it will not be enough.

///”’///' The only comfort I know can be found in the words of the

-

# N 0 R o <S>

212X Midshipman's Prayer, from Him "whose paths are in the great

/6;21 wa£;§é, whdgg comﬁéﬂd is over ?é ;Ti, aiid whose loTd dover
fa%ié." Your boys, your men, are under a different command now,

——  one that asks no duty, one that knows no rank. May God bless

them all, these men behind the guns.

And may God bless the city of Norfolk, the U.S.S. Iowa, and

all who walk %her deck.
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NOVEMBER 1942
',’ g‘ional Inachange in the Selective Service Act, U.S.
:lc\art‘ now subject to active military duty at the age of
I8, it is estimated that within the next year the U.S.
”‘mcd Forces will number some 10,000,000.

»; NOVEMBER 1942

jaternational The 1523-mile Alcan International
Highway, stretching from Alberta, Canada, to Alaska.
officially opens. It will help in supplying the U.S.
forces that will eventually recapture the Aleutians
from the Japanese.

25 NOVEMBER 1942
World War II After some three months besieging
Stalingrad, the German Army finds itself virtually sur-
rounded by the Russians. Various German divisions
begin to surrender, but it will be February 2, 1943
pefore the last German units surrender.

28 NOVEMBER 1942

National Coffee rationing is put into effect across
the U.S.
Regional A fire in a Boston nightclub, the Coconut

Grove, crowded with people celebrating a college
football game, leaves 492 dead (a toll only exceeded
in a single U.S.A. structure-fire by the Chicago Iro-
quois Theater fire of December 30, 1903).

| DECEMBER 1942
National Gasoline rationing is now
throughout the entire U.S.

extended

4 DECEMBER 1942

National President Roosevelt, in what he calls. *an
honorable discharge™ for a job well done. closes
down the Works Projects Administration, one of the
mainstays of his New Deal efforts to stem the Depres-
sion.

11 JANUARY 1943

National President Roosevelt submits a budget of
$108,903,047,923, of which some $100,000,000,000
is for the war.

14-24 JANUARY 1943

International President Roosevelt attends a con-
ference in Casablanca, Morocco, with Churchill and
other representatives of the Allies. Several crucial de-
cisions are announced, primarily with the authority of
Roosevelt and Churchill. They will demand the un-
conditional surrender of the enemy (and not accept an
amistice like that which ended World War I); their
forces will first invade Sicily and Italy (while the
U.S. preference for invading France from across the
Channel, as opposed to an invasion of the Mediterra-
Nean coast, is left open); and General Dwight D.

MARCH 8, 1943

Eisenhower is given command of the North African
Theater.

27 JANUARY 1943

World War II The first all-American bombing raid
on Germany takes place—a daylight attack on
Wilhelmshaven

2 FEBRUARY 1943

World War I The last German units surrounded at
Stalingrad surrender to the Russians. In this cam-
paign, some 330,000 Germans have been killed or
captured, and Stalingrad clearly marks a turning point
in the Germans' effort to take Russia: from now on,
the Germans will essentially begin the long retreat
from their Eastern Front until they end up surrounded
in Berlin.

3 FEBRUARY 1943
Life/Customs The U.S. War Department bans hard
liquor from all U.S. Army establishments.

7 FEBRUARY 1943

National = Shoe rationing begins throughout the U.S.,
with each civilian limited to three pairs of leather
shoes annually.

9 FEBRUARY 1943

World War II The U.S. Marines recapture
Guadalcanal as the last of the Japanese troops evacu-
ate it. This is considered an important step for the
Allies, both strategically and psychologically.

14-25 FEBRUARY 1943

World War II  U.S. Forces in North Africa are de-
feated by Rommel's Afrika Korps when they are
pushed back at the Kasserine Pass in Tunisia, but by
the 25th the U.S. troops have retaken their positions
and stopped Rommel’s drive.

I MARCH 1943

National A point-rationing system is introduced for
processed foods, with coupon books of varying points
required to purchase such foods.

2-4 MARCH 1943

World War II In the Bismarck Sea off New
Guinea, U.S. and Australian planes score a major vic-
tory over a Japanese convoy, sinking eight transports
and four destroyers, shooting down at least 25 Jap-
anese planes, and costing the Japanese some 3500
men. This Battle of the Bismarck Sea is a major set-
back to the Japanese plans for holding New Guinea.

8 MARCH 1943

International The U.S. Ambassador to the
U.S.S.R., Admiral W. M. Standley, claims that the
Russian leaders are not telling their people about all
the aid the U.S. is sending. On March 11 the Russian
Ambassador to the U.S., Maxim Litvinov, thanks the
U.S. for its aid (although this does not quite deal with
the U.S. ambassador’s charge).

491
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The Prayer of a Midshipman 21

Almighty Father, whose way is in the sea, whose
paths are in the great waters, whose command is over
all, and whose love never {ails: Let me be aware of Your
presence and obedient to Your will. Keep me true lo my
best seif, guarding me against dishonesty in purpose and
in deed, and helping me so to live that | can stand
unashamed and unafraid before my shipmates, my loved
ones, and You. Protect those in whose love | live. Give
me the will to do my very best and to accept my share of
rezponsibilities with a strong heart and a cheerful mind.
Make me consgiderate of those entrusted to my leader-
shlp and faithful to the duties my country has entrusted
te me. Let my uniform remind me daily of the traditions
of the Service of which | am a part. If { am Inclined to
doubt, steady my faith; if | am tempted, make me strong
to resist; if | should miss the mark, give me the courage
to iry again. Guide me with the lighkt of truth and keep
before me the life of Him by whose example and halp |
trust to obtain the answer to my prayer, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Written by Chaplain Wiltiam N. Thomas
presented for the first time June 1938 at
graduation held in the Chapsl.
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holocopy-Preservation

ATTLESHIPS

MISSION: Conduct prompt and sustained combat
operations at sea, worldwide, in support of national
interests; operate as an element of a carrier battle group
or amphibious group: in areas of lesser threat, be capable
of surface action group operations with appropriate anti-
submarine and anti-air warfare escort ships.

COMMENTARY: Three of the four lowa-class battleships
authorized for reactivation are now in commission, and
the fourth is being reactivated. They are helping the Navy
correct a serious shortage of major fleet deployment
elements that developed in the 1970s and early 1980s.
These powertul, flexible capital ships have increased the
Navy's ability to provide an important new capability in
maritime power, plus much-needed flexibility in carrier
deployment schedules. No smaller ship can sustain a

compe le level of offensive efforts in terms of volume,
desiir  n. survivability and duration of fire with both
guns  .1missiies. Additionally, the cost to reactivate and

mo<- :nize a battleship is about that of a modern guided
3zile frigate.

The first battleship battle group (BBBG) deployed t8 the
Western Pacific in 1986, built around USS New Jersey.
In addition to demonstrating the desired flexibility and U.S.
presence, USS New Jersey's BBBG deployment was a
superb exercise of Navy interoperability with land-based
U.8 Air Force forces.

Congress d.rected reactivation and modernization of the
first lowa-class battieship in the summer of 1981. This
ship. USS New Jersey. was commissioned for the third
time on December 28, 1982.USS lowa was recommis-
sioned Apr!l 8, 1984. and USS Missouri was recommis-
sioned May 10. 1986. Wisconsin. the final ship of the
class. cegan the two-year reactivation process at Ingalls
Shipbuitding in 1986 and is expected to be recom-
missioned in August 1988.

USS New Jersey's performance during her initial
deployment aemonstrated the ability of the modernized
battieships ‘o do the job. Her reliability, responsiveness
and endurance confirmed their value and the need for
Dattleships in the 830-ship Navy of the 1990s and beyond.
2uring that initial 11-menth deployment. which began as
a three-month shakedown cruise, USS New Jersey fired
her i8-inch guns, for the first time since rejoining the fleet.
al gun empiacements ashore while off Beirut, Lebanon.

USS lowa (BB-61)

her new tife with an around-the-world cruise, the first such
cruise for a battleship since the Great White Fleet sailed
in 1907.

IOWA CLASS (BB-61)

Displacement: 58,000 tons
Length: 887 feet
Beam: 108 teet
Speed: 35 knois

Power Plants: Eight boilers. four geared turbines,
four shafts, 212.00C

shaft horsepower

Nine 16-inch guns; tweive
S-inchi.38-caiiber quns; tour
Fhalanx CIWSs; four canmister box
launchers for 16 Tomahawk cruise
missiles

One Lamps MK Il SH-603
Seanawk helicopter

123 officei: 1,692 enlisied

Armament;

Aircraft:

Compiement;

Builders: USS lowa and JSS Missouri, New
York Navy Yard; USS New Jersey
and USE Wiscansin, Philadelpt a
Navy Yard

Units:

USS iowa (BB-57; Norfoik, VA
USS New Jersey (BB-62); Long Beach. C
USS Missouri (B8-533); Long Beach CA

Meanwhils. USS lowa and USS Missouri have joined the SOURCE:  Department of the Navy (OP-03PA)
fleet. USS lowa has pariicipated 'n operations in the Washington. DC 20350-2000
Caribbean ard the North Atlantic. USS Missour: began {202) £87-3625
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continuing the battle {n company with converted yacht }é!r strikes against the Japanese Naval base at 'I‘ni'k, ]
Qloucester, sank the Spanish destroyer Pluton and so dam- ‘{"Camline Islands. lows, in company with other ships wag\i

aged destroyer Furor that she ran upon the rocks. Jowa [ detached from the support group 168 February, 1944 o\
then turned her attention to the Spanish cruiser Fiscaya ¢ conduct &n anti-shipping sweep around Truk to destroy i
which she pursued until Visceya ran aground. Upon | enemy naval vessels escaping to the north. On 21
the conclusion of the battle, Jowca received on hoard Span- & February, she was underway with Fast Carrier Task #
ish Admiral Cervera and the officers and crews of the “Force 58 while it conducted the first strikes against/;
Viscaya, Furor and Pluton. Saipan, Tinian, Rota, and Guam In the Marianas, &

After the Battle of Santiago, Jowe left Cuban waters On 18 March, Iowa, flying the flag of Vice Admira]
for New York, arriving 20 August 1898. On 12 October Willis A. Lee, Commander Battleships, Pacifie, joined in
1898, she departed for duty in the Pacific, safled around the bombardment of Mill Atoll in the Marshall Islands,
Cape .Horn, and arrived San Francisco 7 February 1899. Although struck’by‘two";Tapanese%:'l"—*‘projectﬂes»duﬂng
The battleship then steamed to Bremerton, Wash., where ehe,..actlon,,-;Imoa_e._spt;e:eg;;negligiblezdamage, She then
" - she entered drydock 11 June 1899. After refit, Jowa rejoined Task Force 58, 30 March, and supported air

TR served in the Paclfic Squadron for 214 years, conducting strikes agalnst the Palau Islands and Woleal of the
R training cruises, drills, and target practice. Jowe left Carolines which continued for several days.

T the Pacific early in February 1902 to become flagship of From 22 to 28 April 1944, Jowca supported air raids on
o the South Atlantic Squadron. She sailed for New York Hollandla, Aitape, and Wakde Islands to support Army. |
12 February 1903 where she decommizsfoned 30 June 1903. forces on Aftape, Tanahmerah Bay, and- Humboldt Bay

JTowa recommissioned 23 December 1903 and jolned the in New Guinea. She then jofned the Task Force's second
North Atlantic Squadron. She participated in the John strike on Truk, 20-30 Apri), and bombarded Japenese
Paul Jones Commemoration ceremonies, 80 June 1905, facilities on Ponape in the Carolines, 1 May.

[T et A

Iowa remalned in the North Atlantic until she was placed In the opening phases of the Marianas campealgn, Towe
in reserve 8 July 1907, She decommissioned at Phila- protected the flattops during alr atrikes on the islands of
delphia 23 July 1908. Seipan, Tinian, Guam, Rota, and Pagan, 12 June. Iows

Towa recommissioned 2 May 1910 and served as an was then detached to bombard enemy Installations on
at sea tralning ship and as a component of the Atlantic Salpan and Tipjan, 13-14 June. On 19 June, in an en-
Reserve Fieet. During the next 4 years she made a num- gagement known as the Battle of the Philippine Sea, Jowa,
ber of training cruises to Northern Europe and partici- as part of the battle line of Fast Carrier Task Force 58,
pated in the Naval Revlew at Philadelphia, 10 to 15 helped repel foyr massive air m(% launched by the Japa- A
October 1912, She decommissioned at Philadelphia Navy nese Middle Fleet. This resulted in the almost complete
Yard 27 May .1914. At the outbreak of the first World destruction of Japanese carrier-based aircraft. JIowoa then
War, Jowa was placed in limited commission 23 April 1917, Joined In the pursuit of the fleeing enemy Fleet, shooting
After serving as Receiving Ship at Philadelphia for 6 down one torpedo plane and assisting in splashing
months, she was sent to Hampton Roads, Va., and -pe- another, —- - -
mained there for the duration of the war, training men Thoroughout July, Jowe remained off the Marianas -
for other ships of the Fleet, and doing guard duty at the supporting air strikes on the Palaus &nd landings on . ©
entrance to Chesapeake Bay. She decommissioned for the Guam. After a month’s rest. Jowa sortied from Eniwetok
final time 31 March 1919, . s part of the 8d Fleet, and helped support the landings &1

On 30 April 1919, Towe was renamed Coagt Battleship on Pelelfu, 17 September. She then protected the carriers . &
No. 4, and was the first radlo controlled target ship to during air strikes against the Central Philippines to
be used in a fleet exercise. She was sunk 23 March 1923 neutralize enemy air power for the long awaited Invasion

in Panama Bay by & salvo of 14-inch shells, of the Philippines. On 10 October. Jowa arrived off
—_— ’ gklnawa for a series of #i- - ics on the Ryukyus and 25
. H ¢ frikes spainst Luz
BB-53 was lald down as fowa at Newport News Ship- 1; r&:xﬂ. iﬂﬁ t&e;ui?]‘; “" i‘ f:é‘;_t@uwn’ -
bullding & Drydock Oo., 17 May 1920, but on 8 February MacArthur's landing on L« o S
1622, work was suspended when the ship was 81.8 percent In & last Qitch attempt t.. - <.e Unlted States o

complete. Construction was cancelled 17 August 1923 paign to recapture the Philippines, the Jepanese Na
in accorda'nce with the terms of the Washington Treaty struck back with & three-pronged attack aimed st th
Umiting Naval armements. She was sold for scrap 8 destruction of American amphibious forces in -Leyte Gul

November 1923, Iowas accompanied TF-38 during attacks against the i

. A . I gapanese Centra) Force as it steamed through the Slbuy]an
1o ) iyt toward San °* --dino Strait. The reported results
(BB_61: dp. 45,000 t.; 1. 873" ; b. 108'2"'; dr. 87'9""; s, 4 !

k.; cpl. 2,800; 8. 9 168'", 20 5'; cl. Iowa) of these attacks .. - *pparent retreat of the Japanese

Central Force led adrsiral Halsey to beljeve that this.

The third JTowe (BB-61) was lald down at New York force had been ruined as an effect!te fighting group:

Navy Yard, 27 June 1940 ; Jaunched 27 August 1942; spon- Joiwca, with Task Force 38, steamed after the Japaneséesh

_/ sored by Mrs. Henry A. Wallace, wife of Vice President Northern Force off Cape Enganpo, Luzon. On 25 Octobe! 2

Wallace, and commissioned 22 February 1948, Capt. John 1944, when the ships of the Northern “orce were almost:

. L. McCrea in command. within range of Iowa's guns, word arrived that th

On 24 February, Jowa put to sea for shakedown in Japacese Central Force was attacking a group of Amer :
Chesapeake Bay and along the Atlantic coast. She got fcan escort carriers off Samar. This threat to the Amer- 3

underway, 27 August for Argentia, Newfoundland to %&n beachheads forced her {0 reverse course and steam to %

neutralize the threat of German Battleship Tirpitz which pport tbe vulnerable “bah: carriers” However, the =
was reportedly operating {n Norwegian waters, aliant fight put up by the escort carrlers and their screen
In the fall, Towa carrled President Franklin D. Roose- ad already caused the Japaneses to retire and Jowa was
-velt to Casablanca, French Morocco on the first leg of denled & surface action. Following the Battle for Leyte
his ‘Journey to the Tehersn Corference {n November. Gulf,” 76icd remained in the waters off the Philippines
After the conference she returaned the President to the screening carriers during strikes agalnst Lugzon ard %

TUniteq States, Formosa. She sailed for the West Coast 1ate in December
As Flagship of Battleship Division 7, Jowca departed the 1944,
United States 2 January 1944 for the Pacific Theatre and Tows arrived San Francisco, 15 January 1945, for over-

s aitmi 2 i
Sl sl ane o

ber combat debut in the campalign for the Marsbhalls. baul. She salled 19 March 1545 for Okinawa, arriving
From 20 January to 8 February, she supported carrier alr 15 April 1945. Commencing 24 April 1945, Iowa sup-
strikes made by Resr Admiral Frederick C. Sherman’s ported carrier operations which assured American troops
task group against Kwajaleln and Eniwetok Atolls in.the.  vital air superlority during thelr struggle for that bitterly
Marshall Islands: Her next asslgnment was to support contested island. She then supported air strikes off
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southern Kyushu from 25 May to 13 June 1945. Jowa
participated in strikeg on the Japanese homeland 14-15
July and bombarded Muroran, Hokkaido, destroying steel
mills and other targets. The city of Hitachi on Honshu
was given tbe same treatment on tbe night of 17-18 July
1945. Jowa continued to support fast carrier strikes until
the cessation of hostilities, 15 August 1845,

Iowa entered Tokyo Bay with the occupation forces, 29
August 1945, After serving &8s Admniral William F. Hal-
sey's flagship for the surrender ceremony, 2 September

| 1845, Towa departed Tokyo Bay 20 September 1945 for
\ the United States.

Arriving Sesttle, Wash,, 15 October 1945, Jows returned
to Japanese waters in Japuary 1846 and became fagship
of the 5th Fleet. She continued this role until she sailed
for the United States 25 March 19%46. From that time on,
unti] September 1848, Jowe operated from West Coast
ports, on Naval Reserve and at ses training and drills
and maneuvers with the Fleet, Jo - ioned 24
March 1849, After Communisf aggression In Korea
necessitated an expansion of the active fleet, Jowa recom-
missioned 23 August 1931, Captair Willlam R, Smedberg
III in command. She operated off the West Coast until
Marcn 1852, when she sailed for the Far Eest. On 1
April 1952, Jowas became the flagship of Vice Admiral
Robert T, Briscoe, Commander, 7th Fleet, and departed
Yokosuka, Japan to support United Nations Forces in
Korea. From 8 April to 18 October 1952, Jowe wae in-
volved in combat operations off the East Coast of Korea.
Her primary miszion was to aid ground troops, by bom-
barding enemy targets at Songjin, Hungnam, and Kojo,
North Korea. During this time, Admiral Briscoe was re-
lleved as Commander, Tth Fleet., Vice Admiral J. J.

Clark, the new commander, continued to use Jowws as his
flagship until 17 October 1932, Jowa departed Yokosuka,
Japan 19 Cctober 1952 for overhaul at Norfolk and train-
ing operations in the Caribbean Sea.

JTowa embarked midshipmen for at sea training to
Northern Europe, July 1953, and immediately after took
part in Operation “Mariner,” & major NATO exercise,
serving as flagship of Vice Admiral E. T. Woolfidge,
commanding the 23 Fleet. Upon completion of this exer-
cise, until the fall of 1934, Jowa operated in the Virginia
Capes area. In September 1934, she became the flagship
of Rear Admiral R. E. Libby, Commander, Battleship-
Cruiser Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet.

From January to April 1953, Jowa made an extended
cruise to the Mediterranean as the first battleship reg-
ularly assigned to Commander, 6th Fleet. JIowa departed
on & midshipman training cruise 1 June 1855 and upon
her return, she entered Norfolk for a 4mouth overhaul
Following refit, Jowa continued intermittent training
cruises and operational exercises, untll 4 Jgvuary 1957
when she departed Norfolk for duty with the 6th Fleet
in the Mediterraneen. Upon completion of this deploy-
ment, Jowe embarked midshipmen for a South American
training cruise and joined in the International Naval Re-
view off Hampton Roads, Va., 18 June 1957.

On 3 September 1957, Iowa sailed for Scotland for
NATO Operation “Strikeback.”” She returned to Norfolk,
28 September 1957 and departed Hampton Roads for the
Philadelpbia Naval Shipyard, 22 October 1957. She de-
commissioned &I:Ebruarz 1958 and entered the Atlantic
Reserve Fleet at Philadelphia, where she remains,

Jowa earned nine battle stars for World War II service
and two for Korean service.

USS8 Iowae (BB-81) in Korean Action 1962
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The USS lowa, a veteran of two wars, rejoined the Navy on Saturday,
greeting Vice President George Bush with a 19-gun salute.

“As5 we send the Iowa off to defend the interests of freedom, we are also

sending & message that this country has learned the lessons of history,” Bush
tola about 15,000 people assembled for the recommissioning of the World War II
battleship.

“Though we are pressing for arms reduction agreements on five separate
forums, we no longer believe that it's safe to unilaterally disarm in the futile
hope that the aggressors will follow suit simply out of the goodness of their
hearts,” Bush said at the ceremonies at the Ingalls Shipyards, where the ship
was modernized.

The Iowa, called “the greatest ship ever launched by the American nation®
when it was built, returns to sea on Monday for training exercises in the
Caribbean in preparation for deployment.

The return of the Jowa, Bush said, was part of the administration's
program, as advocated by Secretary of Navy Johr tehman, to rebuild the Navy's
strength.

Lehman said, “This great ship is rejoining the fleet to restore the role of
maritime superiority that our security depends upon.”

Last year, the US5 New Jersey became the First World war 11 battleship to be
recommissioned. The New Jersey's huge guns were fired in support of
multinational forces in Lebarnon, before U.S. forces were withdrawn from that
nation.

The Iowa arrived at Pascagoula in January 1983 for refitting. The ship has

been equipped for long-range cruise missiles and for sophisticated air and
missile defense. The ship's nine té~inch and 12 S-inch guns were reactivated.

The Navy estimated that it cost about %400 million to get the Iowa back into
the fleet. Shipyard officials claimed that modernization of the old battleship
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saved taxpayers %t billion. Building a new battleship would have taken five or
six years, they said.

Roy Moriarty, 72, of Chanute, Kan., a former Iowa crew member, said he came

900 miles to see the Iowa because of memories. "We were a happy bunch,” he said.
Pointing to the white-uniformed crew lining the Iowa deck, Moriarty said, “I
know just what those boys are thinking _ Is anybody out there fram home?"

for Bill 5lagy, 59, of McWeesport, Pa., the lowa reminded him of the ship's

voyage taking President Franklin D. Roosevelt to the Tehran peace conference
where Roosevelt met with British leader Winston Churchill and Soviet leader
Josef Stalin.

S5lagy said he was a fireman on the Iowa when he was “just shy of 18.°

Construction on the lowa _ the fourth ship to carry the name _ began in June

1940, The ship was launched in 1942, and supported air strikes against Kwajalein
and Eniwetok in the Marshall Islands and the decisive South Seas battles of
Tinian, Okinawa and Formosa.

The ship was decommissioned in 194%, but called back to duty two years later,
serving off Korea. It was returned to mothballs in 1958.
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The viritage gattleship U.5.5. Iowa is being recommissioned on the Mississippi
bulf Coast 26 years after it was placed in mothballs at the Philadelphia Naval
Shipyard.

After today's ceremonies, which include Vice President George Bush as
principal speaker, the Iowa will leave next week to rejoin the Navy for training
exgrcises and operational evaluation in the Caribbean.

Modernizing the World War II battleship, which Wg

two wars, was far cheaper than building a new vessel, according to a spokesman
for the shipyards where it was refitted with new weapons systems.

“For the Navy to have constructed a ship of similar capabilities, it would
have cost another billion dollars,” said Den Knecht of Ingalls Shipbuilding.
“And it couldn't have been done twis quickly.“

The Navy estimates that total cost of getting the 58,000-ton Iowa back into

the fleet for the First time since 1958 at about $400 willion. Knecht said it
would have taken five or six years to build a new battleship.

“This 15 part of Wistory. I wanted to be one of the few who could say he
served on a battleship,” said Chief Yeoman William Owens of Pittsburgh, Pa.

Owens, like 75 percent of the chief petty officers aboard the proud Iowa,
came out of retirement to serve.

“You couldn't build 3 ship like this today. It wouldn't be cost effective
because of the amount of steel involved," said Owens, noting the battleship has
foot-thick steel im some sections.

On Jan. 30, 1983, the battleship arrived here for completion of

modernization. It has been refitted with eight Four-cell armored box launchers
for 23 Tomahawk long-range cruise missiles and a new anti-air and air-missile
de fense.
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The mine té-inch and 12 Five-inch guns used during World War II and the
Korean War were reactivated. The big guns can propel a 2,700~pound shell more
than 20 miles.

The Iowa's new missiles cam hit & target 1,000 miles away, and others can
attack surface targets 60 miles away.

Capt. berald E. Gneckow, a native of Grand Island, Neb., said the revitalized
Iowa carries the punch of a miniature aircraft carrier.

The crew's sleeping and dining quarters have been remodeled, air conditioning
added and a new anti-pollution sewage collection and holding system installed.

The ship's boilers and engines were overhauled to burn Navy standard
distillate fuel. The Iowa has a helicopter and space for two others

The Iowa is the largest battleship of its class in the fleet. Others inm its

class are the Missouri, due back in service this fall, and the Wisconsin, which
remains im mothballs.

Modernization has made it possivle for the new Iowa to operate with a smaller

crew _ 60 officers and 1,500 enlisted men compared to the 117 officers and 1,804
enlisted men asboard during World War II.

The 44-year-old ship _ the fourth to carry the lowa name _ was begun in June
of 1940, launched in 1942 and has 8 distinguished place in Ameican histaory.

Her World War Il battle record included supporting air strikes against

Kwajalein and Eniwetock in the Marshall Islands and the decisive South Seas
battles of Tinian, Okinawa and Formosa.

The Iowa carried President Franklin D. Roosevelt to the Teheran Conference
where he, Winston Churchill and Josef Stalin planned the invasion of Europe.

That trip helped make the lowa unique in the Navy. A bathtub was installed
for the president's use and it has been kept in place.

She was recalled to action inm 1951, serving off Worea. As flagship of the

Seventh Fleet, she fired more than 4,500 rounds of her 1é~inch ammunition, more
than twice the amount of those té-inch shells fired by all the ships of her
class in all of World War II.
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The battleship USS Iowa, mothballed after service in World War I and
Korea, was recommissioned Saturday at ceremonies in which Vice President George
Bush called it a symbol of U.5. military commitment.

s EER T ERUETFUT Ship, ' "™Bush said, standing on a deck platform

during ceremonies that included & 19-gun salute at Ingall's Shipyard on a canal
leading to the Gulf of Mexico.

Busty told 12,000 dignitaries and past and present crew members that he felt
like he was '’ . :

He emphasized the military significance of the battleship, one of four

dreadnoughts used in the South Pacific during World War II and later during the
Korean war before being mothballed in 1948.

‘'We know how dangerous it is to close our eyes on what is happening in the

rest af the world -- to turn our backs on our allies and Fellow democracies and
to ignore aggression right in our own back yard,'' Bush said.

‘*1 am convinced that because we have a strong, yet flexible president and

because no one can doubt his resolve to defend freedom the world today is a
much, much safer place,'' he said to resounding applause.

Navy Secretary John Lehman agreed the USS Iowa's $400 million rencvation,

completed 2 months ahead of schedule, was ‘‘strong testimony'' to the Reagan
Administration's quest for military superiority.

‘‘There was a pericd of self doubt, then a strong voice calling the American

people back to the vision of what the American dream is about,'' Lehman said.
“*This 15 a vindication of trust in American productivity and strength.‘'

Bush, Lehman and several other dignitaries, including Ilowa Gov. Terry

Branstad, stood on the ship's deck as Capt. Gerald Gneckow, a native of Grand
Island, Neb., accepted command of the vessel.

The ship's 1,560 officers and crew members then stepped into formation on all

seven of the ship's decks. As radar scanners began turning, three of the ship's
nine té-irch guns rotated and fired & salute into the canal.
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The lowa leaves port next Manday for training exercises in the Caribbean. The

ship will go intoc action equipped with 32 Tomahawk cruise missiles, which can
fly & nuclear warhead hundreds of miles.

The Navy has said it believes there is not a conventionally armed cruise

missile in the world that can penetrate the Iowa's vitals. The ship's steel
protection weighs 32 million pounds.

The Iowa 15 the second of the Navy's four lowa-class ships to be

recommissioned. The USS5 New Jersey, recently active in the eastern
Hediterranean, now is approaching its home port of Long Beach, €alif. The USS
Missouri and USS Wisconsin await recommissioning.

The Iowa was modernized and re-activated by the Ingalls Shipbuilding Div. of

the California-based Litton Industries. The ship was towed to Mississippi from
the Philadephia Navy shipyard, where it had been stored since 1948.
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Wien the USS Iowa was built, it was called “the greatest ship ever launched

by the American nation.” On Saturday, more than 40 years later, a modernized
versian is rejoining the Navy.

The 58,000-ton ship, which earned 11 battle stars during World War II and the

Korean War, had been in mothballs in the Philadelphia Naval Shipyards for nearly
15 years until it was towed scuth for an overhaul.

After Saturday's recommissioning, at which Vice President George Bush is

the principal speaker, the [owa will leave next week for training exercises and
operational evaluation in the Caribbean.

The Navy estimated that it cost about $400 wmillion to get the Icwa back into
the fleet.

Modernizing the vintage battleship rather than building & new vessel saved
taxpayers %1 billion, says a spokesman for the shipyards where it was refitted.

Den Knechit of Ingalls Shipbuilding added that it would have taken five or six
years to build a new battleship.

Last year, the USS New Jersey became the first World War I battleship to bte

recommissioned under a plan to revitalize the fleet. The New Jersey's huge guns
were Fired in support of multinational forces in bebanon this year, before U.S.
forces were pulled cut of that nation.

After nearly 15 years in the Philadelphia “ghost Fleet,“ the Iowa was towed
to New Orleans where Avondale Shipyards performed drydocking and hull work.

On Jan. 30, 1983, the battleship arrived here for completion of its

modernization. It was refitted with launchers for Tomahawk long-range cruise
missiles and a new anti-air and air-missile defense.
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The Iowa's new missiles can hit a target 1,000 miles away, and others can
attack surface targets 40 miles away.

The ning t4-inch and 12 five-inch guns used during World War II and the
Korean War were reactivated. The big guns can propel a 2,700-pound shell more
than 20 miles.

Navy Capt. berald E. Gneckow, a native of Grand island, Neb., said the
revitalized Iowa carries the punch of a miniature aircraft carrier.

Modernization has made it pussible for the new lowa to operate with a smaller

crew _ 60 officers and 1,500 enlisted men compared to the 117 officers and 1,804
enlisted wen aboard during World War II.

The crew's sleeping and dining quarters have been remodeled and air
conditioning added.

Chief Yeoman William Owens of Pittsburgh, like 75 percent of the chief petty
officers aboard the lowa, came out of retirement to serve on the battleship.

“This is part of history. I wanted to be one of the few who could say he
ved on a battleship," said Owens, 39.

The Iowa is the largest battleship of its class in the fleet. Others in its

class are the Missouri, due back in service this fall, and the Wisconsin, which
remains inm mothballs.

The 44-year-gld snip _ the Ffourth to carry the Iowa name _ was launched in

1942, Then-Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox called it "the greatest ship ever
launched by the American nation.“

Its World War I1 battle record included supporting air strikes against

Kwajalein and Eniwetok in the Marhsall Islands and the decisive battles of
Tinian, Okinawa and Formosa.

The Iowa carried Franklin D. Roosevelt to the Tehran Conference where he,
Winston Churchill and Josef Stalin planned the invasion of Europe.

That trip made the Iowa unigue in the Navy. A bathtub was installed for the
president’'s use and it has been kept in place.

In 17537, the Iowa was recalled to action, serving off Korea. As Flagship of
the Seventh Fleet, she fired more than 4,500 rounds of her té~inch ammunition,
more than twice the amount Fired in all of World War II.

GRAPHIC: Laserphoto NY18,19,20 of April 23 and NY8,%,10 of April 24
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The Iowa, one of Four mighty World War II battleships, rejoins the Navy
Saturday 26 years after it was mothballed.

Thesddiwageinicknanetdetiia s diighitiiadpeiwill be officially recommissioned
shortly before noon CST Saturday at Ingalls Shipyards on a canal leading to the
Gulf of Mexico.

Mothballed in 1958, the Iowa has been refurbished with new missiles and

electronics. It is scheduled to leave port next Monday for training exercises at
sed.

The Iowa is the second of the Navy's four Iowa-class ships to be

recommissioned under a Reagan administration plan to bring back the hulking
heavily armed ships. Renovation costs for the Iowa were estimated at $402
million.

The New Jersey, the first of the big battleships to be reactivated, saw

action off the coast of Lebanon earlier this year when it fired its 1é-inch guns
at Syrian-held positions in the mountains surrounding Beirut.

The USS Missouri and USS Wisconsin await recommissioning.

The four ships battled the Japanese in the South Pacific during World War II
and prevented Allied routs in Korea.

About 12,000 people, including Vice President George Bush, Navy Secretary

John Lehman, Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad, and past USS Iowa crewmembers, have
dccepted invitations for the recommissioning ceremonies, said Lt. Janm Davis of
the Navy's Office of Public Information.

lowans, carrying a taorch for their namesake, have prepared for the

recommissioning in Midwest style. More than 7,500 pounds of food, including
beef, turkey, pork, cheese, ham and eggs, have been trucked to Pascagoula From
Des Moines, Iowa, for Saturday banguets, said attorney James West, chairman of a
governor's committee Formed to help inm the recommissioning.

The Iowa, with 1,560 officers and crew members aboard, will go into action

equipped with 32 Tomahawk cruise missiles, which can fly a nuclear warhead
hundreds of miles.
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Associated Press

llowing are 43 of the 47 sail-

Folisted by the Pentagon as

lled in the explosion Wednesday
aboard the battleship USS lowa,
| with their ranks and hometowns.
Other names will be released as
next of kin are notified, spokes-

men said.

Tung Thanh Adams, 25, fire controiman 3rd
class, Alexandria, Ve. :

Robert Wallace Backherms, 30, gunner's
mate 3rd class, Ravenna, Ohio.

Dwayne Collier Battle, 21, electrician’s mate
fweman apprentice, Rocky Mount, N.C.
Walter Scot Blakey, 20, gunner's mate 3rd

class, Eaton Rapids, Mich.
Pete Edward Bopp, 21, gunner's mate 3rd
class, Levittown, N.Y.

Lists 43 of 47 Killed

21 APRIL 1989

Aboard USS Iowa

Ramon Jerel Bradshaw, 19, seaman recruit,
Tampa, Fla.

Phillip Edward Buch, 24, lieutenant junior
grade, Las Cruces, N.M.

John Peter Crémer, 28, gunner's mate 2nd
class, Uniontown, Pa.

Milton Francis Devaul Jr., 21, gunner’s mate
3rd class, Solvay, N.Y.

Leslie Allen Everhart Jr., 31, seaman appren-
tice, Cary, N.C.

Gary John Fisk, 24, boatswain's mate, Onei-

Foley, 27, Bullard,
Tex. s

Robert James Gedeon W, 22, seaman ap-
prentice, Lakewood, Ohio.

Bnian Wayne Gendron, 20, seaman appren-
tice, Madera, Calif.

John Leonard Gons, 20, seaman recruit,

Erest Edward Hanyecz, 27, gunner's mate
1st class, Borenton, N.J.

Clayton Michael Hartwig, 25, gunner's mate

Michael William Heiton, 31, legaiman Ist
class, Louisville, Ky. ’

Scott Alan Holt, 20, seaman apprentice, Fort
Myers, Fla.

Reginald Johnson Jr., 20, seaman recruit,
Warrensville Heights, Ohio. g

Brian Robert Jones, 20, seaman, Kennesaw,
Ga.

Michael Shannon Justice, 21, seaman, Ma-
tewan, W.va.

.Edward J. Kimble, 23, seaman, Fort Stock-
ton, Tex.

Richard E. Lawrence, 29, gunner’s mate 3rd
class, Springfieid, Ohio.

Richard John Lewis, 23, firecontroiman sea-
man apprentice, Northville, Mich.

Jose Luis Martinez Jr., 21, seaman appren-
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THE ACCIDENT IN DETAIL
Number one turret, the ship’s

Commanding officer gives the
load and prepare to fire.

B Number two turret explodes.
Men in the powder handling
room deep within the turret

hear the explosion and escape

without injury. Sprinkler systems
immediately begin flooding the
powder magaznes.

put out fires within about 1%2

injuries and are treated on board.

GUN HOUSE

forward turret, fires four rounds

number two turret permission to

Erireﬁghters enter the turret and

hours. Twelve firemen sustain minor
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Afire and explosion ripped through the giant
USS lowa Wednesday, killing 47 crewmen
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number two turret on the
trapped inside the steel complex.
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NUMBER TWO
THE TURRET

Crew: Normally manned by 74
sallors .

Weight: 1,800 tons
Height: Seven stories tall

ELECTRICAL
MACHINERY ROOM

LOWER
PROJECTILE ROOM
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CREW'S STATIONS
AT FULL CAPACITY

Gun House: 9 in “officer's booth”

at back of turret

Armor: 17 inches thick on the sides, Three gun rooms: 18

7Y inches thick on the top.

Ammunition: The lowa’s nine,
16-inch guns fire shells weigh up to

1,900 pounds and have a maximum

range of 23 miles. Six 110-pound
bags of explosives are placed in a
gun to fire the shells.

Compued by James Schwartz—The Washington Post

Mechanical/electric machinery
rooms: 4

Upper projectile room: 15
Lower projectile room: 15
Powder handling room: 13

tice, Hidalgo, Texas.

Todd Christopher McMullen, 20, boatswain'§
mate 3rd class, Manhexm, Pa.

Todd Edward Miller, 25, seaman recruit, Ui-
gomer, Pa.

Robert Kenneth Morrison, 36, legaiman 1st

port, Conn.
Darin Andrew Ogden, 24, gunner's mate 3rd
class, Shelbyville, Ind.
Ricky Ronald Peterson, 27, seaman, Hous-
ton, Minn.
Matthew Ray Price, 20, gunner's mate 3rd
class, Burnside, Pa.
‘Harold Earl Romine Jr., 19, gunner's mate
" 3rd class, Bradenton, Fla.
Geoffrey Scott Schelin, 20, seaman, Costa
. Mesa, Calif.
‘Heath Eugene Stiliwagon, 21, gunner's mats
3¢d class, Connelisville, Pa.
Yodd Thomas Tatham, 19, seaman recruit,
Wolcott, N.Y.
Jack Ernest Thompson, 22, gunner's mate
3rd class, Greeneville, Tenn.
-Stephen J. Weldon, 24, gunner's mate 2nd
class, Yukon, Oklas.
. James Darrell White, 22, gunner's mate 3rd
class, Norwalk, Calif. -
Rodney Maurice White, 19, seaman recruit,
Lousville, Ky,
Reginald Owen Ziegler, 39, gunner's mate,
Port Gibson>.5.Y. .
—
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Satellite Tracking System
Fund-Cut Sought by GAO

ByaWarLL STREET JOURNAL Staff Reporter

WASHINGTON — Asserting that the
Air Force has botched development of
the nation’s primary satellite tracking
and warning system, congressional in-
vestigators urged immediately cutting
off funds for the $437 million project un-
til its problems are resolved.

The General Accounting Office, in a
sharply critical report, concluded that
Air Force officials “‘did not prudently
manage” the complex computer project
at Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station
in Colorado Springs. The Air Force
“continued committing resources with-
out resolving underlying technical prob-
lems, hoping that ... [the problems ]
would somewhow be resolved in later
phases of the program,” according to
the report. .

Ford Motor Co.’s aerospace unit is
prime contractor on the project, which
the GAO said is more than four years
behind schedule and 60% over its origi-
nal budget. Officials of the unit couldn’t
be reached for comment.

The project is designed to keep track
of about 10,000 man-made objects in
space, detect military attacks from
space and help maneuver U.S. and al-
lied satellites away from such attacks.

The GAO report lambasts Air Force
brass for disregarding early warnings
from their own experts about shortcom-
ings in computer software developed by
Ford, and then letting the company be-
gin developing the next phase before of-
ficials approved the system design.

The Defense Department acknow-
ledged that in its'first phase, the system
“cannot perform 14 of the 23 original”
contract requirements, but it said there
has been *‘significant contract progress”
to improve matters in the next phase. It
disputed GAO conclusions that the sys-
tem lacks ‘‘proper security protection™
to ensure that only authorized individ-
uals can gain access to it.
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: - MONDAY, APRIL 24, 1989/ (t.b.d.)

We join today in thanks for the 11 who survived, and in
§rief for the 47 who perished. They were the men behind the

guns.

They céme.from Hidalgo, Texas, and Cleveland, Ohio; from
Tampa, Florida, and Costa Mesa, California. They came to the
Navy as strangeré; served the Navy as crewmates and friends; and
left the Navy as brothers in death. They volunteered to serve a

great Navy tradition, and asked to serve a great battleship.

This dreadnought, built before they were born, braved the
‘war-time waters of the-Atlanﬁic to,take~President-Rooseve£t_té
Caéablanca, and anchored in Tokyo harbor on the day of the
surrender of'Japén. Thié ship earned 11 battle stars in two
wars. Now fate has written a sorrowful chapter in the history of
the U.S.S. Iowa.

Let me say to the Idwa-crew, I understand your grief. I

know the confusion of random death, the questions with no

answers. I, too, "have stared at the empty bunks of lost



2
crewmates, and asked "why?" I promise you today, we will find
out "why" -- the circumstances of the tragedy. Eut, in a larger
sense, there will never be answers to the questions that haunt
-us. We will not -- we cannot, as long as we live -- know why God

has called them home.

But of one thing we can be sure -- this world has known
decades of peace. The Iowa was recommissioned, and her crew
traihed, to preserve that peace. So never forget that your
friends died for the cause of peace and freéaom as surely as

those lost at Midway and the Marshall Islands.

.To the Navy community,'know that yéu have the admiration of
. America for the way in which you share the burden of grief as.a
Afahily -- especially the‘Navy'wives, who suffer moSt'the
hardships of separation. You have béen strong before for the
sake of love. You must be almost impossibly strong now. But you
will fihd-that love endures. 'Loﬁe endures:in the lingering
‘memory of time together, in the embrace of a friend, in the
bright questioning eyes of a child. And, as for the children of
the lost, perhaps many of you don't understand; understanding --
and grief -- will come in £ime. But I want each of you to

remember SOmething, to repeat it to yourselves, and someday to

your children: Your father was America's pride.
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To all who mourn a son, a brother, a husband, a father, a
friend -- I can only offer you the gratitude of a nation,. for

your loved one served his country with distinction and honor.

I hope that our sympathy and appreciation provide some
‘comfort. But I know that in the still hours of the night,

whatever we'say, whatever we do, it will not be enough.

The only comfort I know can be found in the words of the
Midshipman's Prayer, from Him "whose paths are in the great’
waters, whose command is 6ver us all, and whose love never
fails." vYour boys, your men, are undef'a different command. now,
one that asks no duty, and one that knows no rank. May God bless

" them all, these men behind the guns.

And may God bless the city of Norfolk, the U.S.S. Iowa, and

‘all who walk onvher_deck.
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:;' Secretary Lehman, I thank you.‘ Captaln Gnecko

o c‘_..\

((Juh-NECK—o)), 1. feel almost—as—r£~l~m~g1v1ng away -a brldewat a;{f _p"'?‘

wedding. ..I thlnk congratulatlons are due all around - she s a_ i;_f‘

-~ r,w.uz. E R v -;“ ‘f‘ L. ATy 18 o)

'truly beautlful Shlp and thlS 1s a thrllllng occa51on."

.....
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So much hard work and dedlcatlon has gone 1nto remaklng the

- Iowa 1nto one of the.most moder up-to-date forces for peace in the Céiz '

PR

Vfﬂ:democratlc world- and when thls magnlflcent vessel sllps 1ts 11nes .5

f.ﬁ;and steams out 1nto the Atlantlc, that work w1ll have pald off,fﬂz

'-'.r:-n 2

-w~ffbecause every freedom—lov1ng man, woman,-and chllde1ll be that much .

‘more secure.‘

-

L - .o
»4-.;;_'.-., N __e..’ ,~,,- x "4 T

"”fa guardlan of our llberty,f_I know that llterally hundreds of glrx

URER - SN o YR VT % Y Y . !s. 2 et .{

-'former crew members'-— many who saw combat 1n World War II and Korea

It was over forty years ago that the Iowa began her career as

‘:fﬁf-- have traveled here today £o. w1sh her Godspeed in her new dutles.;;f.A

o ».xn-,\.v\‘

J‘.- Tl <8 it

v?QFor me, thls occa51on brlngs back the tlme when I was a young Navy

£ S e A TR I

?ik;pllot flylng off the San Jac1nto durlng the War 1n the Pac1f1c._*ﬁaf.'

X The San Jac1nto‘ nd the Iowa were then both part of the 3rd

2R T B I :“:M... LN

;ffleet under the great Admlral Wllllam.Halsey.l The Allles were on

'_ﬁthe advance 1n the Pac1f1c, but we . had many months of cruel flghtlng




before peace would flnally come to the world I was -one. of the

'fortunate - I got shot down, but when they flshed me out of theA

water a few hours later,.I was Stlll 1n one . plece. ((Frankly,,the
30 days I spent on that sub the USS Flnback were the most’

frightening of my lrfe!))

I;hadvfriends - many of-us had friends or.family in that war
-- who were not so‘lucky. They made the ultlmate sacrlflce for
their country -- but more than that -- for the 1deals embodled in
thlS country, of human dlgnlty and the value of each 1nd1v1dual, of

~freedom and the rlghts of man.',:': S s -

PR

Stepplng aboard the. Iowa- brlngs back those days to me.l By
the end of 1944, the tlde had turned in our favor, ‘in Europe and the
.Pac1f1c,; But not too many years earller the Ax1s powers were'
threateningmto-extrngulsh‘the light of freedom ;n’every-cornerjof'

‘-th§;91°begff and there wasra“question_whether democratic nations '
- cou}d?muster;the strength'to-beat;them.back. | |

As we. entered the War, the Iowa was not yet bUllt -= in fact,

1L ofmthe—Iowa had been—dlsmantled"mld—po1nt ln_ltS'—“__“_;“
. constructlon and sold for scrap 1n 1923 in accordance w1th the

'treaty limiting naval armaments at the end of World War I._ Of .

course, the new dlctatorshlps 1ntent on world conquest had no

}respect for such treatles, and over: the next. decades,[they armed at -



,__n*a_mad_pace. Many—rn—the—demecrat1c—nattons—of—Europe*andrln thls_y

country,'too, dec1ded to hope for the best to hlde thelr heads

«ostrlch—llke from the“realltles of the world And so,_when the

worst happened‘!we wereuwoefully unprepared

. S e
S sy WAt el

That s “why " today marks more than just the comm1ss1on1ng of

-thls magnlflcent and*v1tally needed vessel 2 we “send the Iowa off |

to defend our 1nterests around -the world ‘we are - also sendlng a
message that this country has learned the lessons of h::.story.'~ We've
learned the dangers of the pac1flsm and 1solatlonlsm of the--305,
the pa01flsm and 1solatlonlsm that encouraged and to a great
extent, made poss1b1e the momentary ascendency of tyranny 1n Europe

PR S

and the spread of fanat1c1sm and brutallty across the Pac1flc.§
- We now. understand the danger of weakness before aggre551ve,
expan51onlstlc tyrannles, we no- longer belleve that 1t's safe to
' dlsarm 1n the futlle hope that the tyrannlsts w1ll follow SUlt
's1mply out of the goodness of thelr hearts.: We know how dangerous o
-flt 1s to close our eyes to what 1s happenlng 1n the rest of the

;world, to turn ‘our backs on- our allles and fellow democrac1es, to S

] .1gnore aggre551on 1n ‘our back yard L ﬂﬁi{fwgfjﬁ1ﬁffﬁyff‘*?’““‘

I am conv1nced that because we have a strong yet flex1ble

T

vleader 1n Ronald Reagan, because no one can doubt hls resolve to

'defend freedom and stand up for ‘the Unlted States of Amerlca, the




world today isia.muchvsafer place;' No longer doesﬂany adversary

'"tgiﬁf they can proflt from our weakness

- P e e S T e
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/CTE the. decade before .We came -into- off1ce,_our=total-fleet of

Navy vessels had been cut by over half Fleet readlness ~had eroded

When the Secretary of” the Navy ((Lehman)) took offlce, he was told
at his first brleflng that we could not £ill the ammunltlon maga-
zZines of our dlmlnlshed fleet even once w1th a full combat load
_At the same tlme budget cuttlng had been complemented ‘with pay

freezes that were hitting. hard at the morale of our men in serv1ce.
We turned all that around ‘and I can: Promise that never agaln

w1ll we allow our natlonal defenses -to’ deterlorate to such danger-

ously low levels. |

. Some say that we, can t afford to. make the mllltary expendl-

’ tures needed to protect our country. I say we can t afford not to.-

s Even today, mllltary spendlng as a share of GNP 1s below what 1t was

under the Kennedy and Elsenhower Admlnlstratlons. That was 1n the

) years before Cuba became -an . armed Soviet . camp brlstllng w1th weapons~

and Nlcaraqua a Communlst_foothold—on—the Amerlcan malnland before

Vletnam, Laos and Cambodla' before Afghanlstan and Poland and the.

.beglnnlng of Sov1et expan51onlsm throughout Afrlca and the Mld-East

No, we don't apologize for making our military'strong again.




SO R L M

dmthis—great;shiprwhich has—been—completed*aheadwof—schedule, dnu'_;
well Wlthln cost estimates, demonstrates that we are upgrading our-
-forces as efficiently and as cost—effectively as possible. - Today we.
.Will,be'adding to_our forces a Sél foot'long‘battleship, just

slightly shorter than an aircraft carrier, and we Wlll be d01ng this

for about the same ‘cost as a .new frigate.

You know, there is so much history'contained here. Thinking
back again to her‘service in the Pacific it strikes me that our once
bitter enemy, Japan, is now free and democratic and one of our
strongest allies, and that South Korea, where the Iowa also saw
serv1ce, is still free and thriv1ng. And it occurs to me that

wherever freedom has triumphed, there too has_triumphed peace.

That, ultimately, will be the mission‘of the modernised Iowa
- she will-be defending freedom,~and in defending’freedom she_will
be an important 1nstrument in promoting world peace. And now I have
" just one final thlng to say. Captain Gneckow ((Juh—NECK o))
-((pause, during which Captain w1ll come up to platform)) , I hereby\_éfit_

--'place United States Ship Iowa in comm1551on. _God Bless and . .

: Godspeed.

3
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‘ 75TH STORY of Level 2 printed in FULL format.

Copyright (¢) 1988 The Washington Post
April 79, 1988, Friday, Final Edition
SECTION: FIRST SECTION; PAGE A3; LETTER FROM A BATTLESHIP
LENGTH: 815 words
HEADLINE: USS Iowa: Fascinating and Fearsome
BYLINE: beorge €. Wilson
DATELINE: ABOARD THE USS IOWA

BODY:

I had no idea when I boarded the battleship USS Iowa tied up on a Hudson
River pier over the weekend that before we had steamed down the Atlantic to
Norfolk, I would see the Navy's newest air force go into action off the fantail
of one of its pldest ships.

Nor was [ prepared for the cutpouring of affection New Yorkers showered on

the gray behemoth and her 1,500 sailors and officers. More than 14,000 visitors
climbed aboard the Iowa on Sunday in response to Mayor Edward I. Koch's
invitation to get to know the battlewagon and smaller ships that are scheduled
to make Staten Island their new home port next year.

A gnarled man in glasses stepped out from the crowd, rubbed his hand over
some of the 17-inch thick steel in one of the turrets controlling the Iowa's

fé-inch guns and told a sailor standing on the original teak deck near him, "I
put in this plate.“

The marn had helped build Iowa at the Brooklyn Navy yard from 1940 to 1943,

The same kind of affection for the old ship and young crew came from New York

police officers guarding the 887-foot battleship. Perhaps they believed the
venerable ship, which fought in World War II and had just returned from the
Persian bulf, symbolized law and order.

"NYPD," said a New York Police Department lieutenant in a gquick burst as he

thrust his hand into that of one of the Iowa's officers and engaged in animated
conversation. "I gave him the coordinates for some 1é-inch fire on one of my bad
neighborioods," the police lieutenant jested afterward.

Iowa sailors out on the town were freguently startled by police cruisers

pulling alongside them as they strolled the sidewalk. Cops inside would roll
down the window and ask the sailors: "How ya doin’'? Any place you wanna go?”
Sailors do not get that kind of treatment in most Navy towns.

On Monday morning, as tugs began pushing the 58,000-ton Iowa out of her
Hudson River berth, a police van snaked out to the tip of the pier.

After turning on its red flashers and setting the siren on constant scream,

the police officers walked to the edge of the pier, where they stood facing lowa
sailors who ringed the battleship in a ceremonial farewell.

LEXIS NEXIS LEXIS NEXIS
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The tallest policeman in the group could naot contain himself.

He clapped, threw his fist in the air and gave thumbs up until the battleship
had glided away and disappeared in the Hudson's morning mist.

Once around Sandy Hook and out into the Atlantic, the Iowa got down to
business: putting shells weighing as much as a Volkswagen an target.

Lt. Cmdr. Dana Griffin, 37, who commands the air group in a leather flight
jacket with squadron patches, launched the Iowa's unique air force.

It consisted of one unmanned plane, which had been started with an electric
drill.

The drove's mission was to Fly over the target ares for three hours and send

pictures from the television camera in its belly back to the lowa to help
guriners fFind and hit the targets on the ocean.

The drone, called a Pioneer on the Iowa and a remotely piloted vehicle (RPV)

at the Perntagon, was deyeloped by Israel and modified for ocean surveillance by
the Navy. Several of the drones crashed during their first missions off Iowa.
But briffin said the early problems have been solved and that the drone is now
doing a tremendous job at far less cost than a manned airplaneg, such as the
Navy's & 40 million E2C Hawkeye.

The Navy has earmarked $ 102 million for an air force of Pioneer drones,

which looks 1like an oversized model airplane with a wingspan of 17 feet. Each
one costs % 420,000. “The poor man's E2C," said Griffin.

While the Pioneer was circling over the ocean and sending pictures back to

the ship, Tom Meiners, 23, of Florissant, Mo., prepared to fire the 1é-inch
center gun from inside Turret Two on the lowa's deck. The 2,700-pound shell
rattled up from the depths of the ship on a tiny elevator and was slammed into
the treech. Silk bags packed with 100 pounds of gunpowder arrived on another
glevator and one was placed behind the caseless shell and adjusted by a sailor
before the breech slammed shut. At the signal, another sailor Gelow the giant
guns fired a detonating bullet into the powder, starting a burn that created
enough pressure to hurl the shell 20 miles from the ship.

At the end of Firing practice, in which the té-inch shells proved far more

accurate than they were in 1783 when fired at Lebanon in support of the Gemayel
government, the drone headed for the Iowa at 70 miles an hour. When the drone
closed within two miles of the battleship, Tom Zets, 23, a sailor who flew
radio-controlled model airplanes as a boy, stood on the open deck and took over
the flight controls by working a board of switches. He guided the drone smack
into the middle of a net spread across the Iowa for a “soft" landing. The drone
fell to the deck undamaged.

“Nothing to it,“ said Zets. “You've just gotta get used to flying.“

GRAPHIC: PHOTO, THE 45-YEAR-OLD USS IOWA DREW MORE THAN 14,000 VISITORS IN NEK
YORK BEFORE HEADING OUT TO SEA FOR GUNFIRE PRACTICE. U.S. NAVY

TYPE: NATIONAL NEWS
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‘White House News Summary - Friday, April 21, 1989

Copyright 1989. The Associated Press.
All Rights Reserved
List Of Battleship Casualties
WASHINGION (AP) Here are the names of the 47 sailors listed by the
Pentagon as killed In the explosion Wednesday aboard the battleship USS
Towa, with their ranks and hometowns.
Tung Thanh Adams, 25, fire controlman 3rd class, Alexandria, Va.
Robert Wallace Backherms, 30, gunner's mate 3rd class, Ravenna, Chio.
Dwayne Collier Battle, 21, electrician's mate, f1reman apprentice,
Rocky Mount, N.C.
Walter Scot Blakey, 20, g'lmner s mate 3rd class, Eaton Rapids, Mich.
Pete Edward Bopp, 21, gunner's mate 3rd class, Lev1ttown N.Y.
Ramon Jerel Bradshaw, 19, seaman recruit, Tampa, Fla.
Phillip Edward Buch, 24, lieutenant junior grade, Las Cruces, N.M.
Eric Ellis Casey, 21, seaman apprentice, Mount Airy, N.C.
John Peter Cramer, 28, gumner's mate 2nd class, Uniontown, Pa.
Milton Francis Devaul Jr., 21, gunner's mate 3rd class, Solvay, N.Y.
Leslie Allen Everhart Jr., 31, seaman apprentice, Cary, N.C.
Gary John Fisk, 24, boatswain's mate, Oneida, N.Y.
Tyrone Dwayne Foley, 27, seaman, Bullard, Texas.
Robert James Gedeon III, 22, seaman apprentice, Lakewood, Chio.
Brian Wayne Gendron, 20, seaman apprentice, Madera, Calif.
John Leonard Goins, 20, seaman recruit, Columbus, Chio.
David L. Hanson, 23, electrician's mate 3rd class, Bison, S.D.
Ernest Edward Hanyecz, 27, gunner's mate lst class, Bordentown, N.J.
Clayton Michael Hartwig, 25, gunner's mate 2nd class, Cleveland.
Michael William Helton, 31, legalman 1st class, Louisville, Ky.
Scott Alan Holt, 20, seaman apprentice, Fort Myers, Fla.
Reginald Johnson Jr., 20, seaman recruit, Warrensville Heights, Ohio.
Brian Robert Jones, 19, seaman, Kemmesaw, Ga.
Nathaniel Clifford Jones, Jr., seaman apprentice, 21, Buffalo, N.Y.
Michael Shamnon Justice, 21, seaman, Matewan, W.Va,
Edward J. Kimble, 23, seaman, Fort Stockton, Texas.
Richard E. Lawrence, 29, gummer's mate 3rd class, Springfield, Chio.
Richard John Lewis, 23, firecontrolman seaman apprentice, Northville,
Mich.
Jose Iuis Martinez Jr., 21, seaman apprentice, Hidalgo, Texas.
Todd Christopher McMullen, 20, boatswain's mate 3rd class, Manheim,
Pa,
Todd Edward Miller, 25, seaman recruit, Ligonier, Pa.
Robert Kenneth Morrison, 36, legalman 1st class, Fort Lauderdale,
Fla. ‘
Otis Levance Moses, 23, seaman, Bridgeport, Conn.
Darin Andrew Ogden, 24, gumer's mate 3rd class, Shelbyville, Ind.
Ricky Ronald Peterson, 22, seaman, Houston, Minn.
Matthew Ray Price, 20, gummer's mate 3rd class, Burnside, Pa.
Harold Earl Romine Jr., 19, gunner's mate 3rd class, Bradenton, Fla.
Geoffrey Scott Schelin, 20, seaman, Costa Mesa, Calif.
Heath Eugene Stillwagon, 21, gunner's mate 3rd class, Connellsville,

-more—- -



Pa,

Ky.

Todd Thomas Tatham, 19, seaman recruit, Wolcott, N.Y.
Jack Ernest Thompson, 22, gunner's mate 3rd class; Greeneville, Tenn.
Stephen J. Welden, 24, gumner's mate 2nd class, Bethany, Okla.

James Darrell White, 22, gunner's mate 3rd class, Norwalk, Calif.
Rodney Maurice White, 19, seaman recruit, Louisville, Ky.
Michael Robert Williams, boatswain's mate 2nd class, 21, South Shore,

John Rodney Young, 21, seaman, Rockhill, S.C.
Reginald Owen Ziegler, 39, gunner's mate, Port Gibson, N.Y.
AP-NY-04-21-89 1109EDT
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(CVL~30: dp. 11,000; 1, 622'6"; b. T1'6"; ew. 109'6":

dr, 26°; 8. 31.6 k.; cpl. 1,649; a. 28 40mm, 40 20mm,
ac. 45; cl. Independence)

The second San Jacinto (CVL-30) was laid down as
the light cruiser, Newark (CL~100), on 26 October
1942 by the New York Shipbuilding Co,, Camden, N.J.;
redesignated CV-30 and renamed Reprisal on 2 June
1942; renamed San Jacinto on 80 January 1043; con-
verted, while building, to a light aireraft carrier and
reclassified as CVL-30; launched on 26 September .
1943; sponsored by Mrs, Jesse Jones; and commis-
sioned on 156 November 1943, Gapt. Harold M. Martin,
in command. ,

After shakedown in the Caribbean, San Jacinto
sailed, via the Panama Canal, San Diego, and Pearl
Harbor, for the Pacific war zone, Arriving- at Majuro,
Marshall Islands, she became part of the growing
might of Vice Admirgl Marc A, Mitscher's Task Force
b8/38, the fast carrier striking force of the Pacifie
Fleet. There, San Jacinto embarked Air Group 51,
whose fighters and torpedo planes would be the ship's
chief weapons in battle,

After providing search patrols to protect other car-
riers striking at Wake and Marcus Islands, San Ja-
cinto, by 6 June 1944, was ready to participate in the
Jargest fleet action since the battle of Midway, almost
exactly two years before, On that day, Task Force 58
sortied from Majuro and headed toward the Marianas
to conduct air strikes preparatory to American seizure
of Saipan and to proteet the invasion forces from
enemy air and naval attack. 4

This American thrust triggered a strong Japanese
reaction; on 19 June, the Japanese Fleet launched
more than 400 planes againat the invasion fleet and the
covering carrier force. In the ensuing air battle, known
to American pilots as the “Marianas Turkey Shoot,”
more than 300 enemy planes were shot down. While
Sen Jacinto’s planes were achieving their most one-
gided victory of the war, her gunners helped:to down
the few attackers able to get near the American ships.

‘Then, at dusk, Admiral Mitscher dispatched an all-

carrier attack after the retreating enemy fleet. The
night recovery of the returning planes was accom-
plished amid considerable confusion. Reportedly, a Jap-
anese carrier plane attempted a landing approach on
San Jacinto, only to be waved off by the landing signal
officer because its hook wasn’t down.

. San Jacinto then participated in strikes against Rota
and Guam and furnished combat air patrol (CAP) and
antisubmarine patrol (ASP) for her task group. Dur-
ing these raids, a San Jac¢into fighter pilot was shot
down over Guam and spent 17 days in a life raft
.prlying to attract attention and 16 nights hiding on the
island.

After a refueling and replenishment stop at Eniwe-
tok Atoll, San Jacinto joined in carrier strikes against
the Palaus on 15 July. On 5 August, her targets were
Chichi, Haha, and Iwo Jima. A brief stop at Eniwetok
TIPS SO Va ten of ovate R P AT Yo AU L IR T
Povedull ABWL W& udBil Lha QG Java GULY Wilide uliidl
carriers struck at Yap, Ulithi, Anguar, and Babel-
thuap, pinning down Japanese air. forces while the
Palaus were being assaulted on 15 September. \

Following a replenishment stop at Manus, Admiralty
Islands, San Jacmmto joined in strikes against Okinawa
and furnished photographic planes to get information
necessary for future invasion plans. After refueling at
sea, she once again supplied dawn-to-dugk air protec-
tion as other carriers sent strikes against Formosa,
northern Luzon, and the Manila Bay area from 12 to
19 October. During operations on 17 October, & fighter :
plane made a very hard landing and .inadvertently

~ o
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(CVL-30: dp. 11,000; 1. 622'6"; b. 71'6": ew, 109'6";
dr. 26°; 8. 31.6 k.; cpl. 1,549; a. 28 40mm, 40 20mm,
ac. 45; cl. Independence)

The second San Jacinto (CVL-30) was laid down asg
the light cruiser, Newark (CL-100), on 26 October
1942 by the New York Shipbuilding Co., Camden, N.J.;
redesignated CV-30 and renamed Reprisal on 2 June
1942; renamed San Jacinto on 3D January 1943; con-
verted, while building, to a light aircraft carrier and
reclassified as CVL-30;. launched on 26 September
1943; sponsored by Mrs. Jesse Jones; and commis-
sioned on 15 November 1943, Capt. Hargld-M. Martin,
in command. ‘

After shakedown in. the Caribbean, San Jacinto
sailed, via the Panama Canal, San Diego, and Pearl
Harbor, for the Pacific war zone, Arriving at Majuro,
Marshall Islands, she became part of the growing
might of Vice Admiral Mare A. Mitscher's Task Force
58/38, the fast carrier striking force of the Pacifie
Fleet, There, San Jacinto embarked Air Group 51,
whose fighters and torpedo planes would be the shir’
chief weapons in battle.

‘After providing search patrols to protect other car-
riers striking at Wake and Marcus Islands, San Ja-.
¢into, by 5 June 1944, wag ready to participate in the
largest fleet action since the battle of Midway, almost
exactly two years before. On that day, Task Foree 58
sortied from Majuro and headed toward the Marianas
to conduet air strikes preparatory to American seizure
of Saipan and to protect the invasion forces from
enemy air and naval attack.

This American thrust triggered a strong Japanese
reaction; on 19 June, the Japanese Fleet launched
more than 400 planes against the invasion fleet and the
covering carrier force. In the ensuing air battle, known
to American pilots as the “Marianas Turkey Shoot,”
more than 300 enemy planes were shot down. While
San Jacinto's planes were achieving their most one-
sided victory of the war, her gunners helped to down
the few attackers able to get near the American ships.
Then, at dusk, Admiral Mitscher dispatched an all.
carrier attack after the retreating enemy fleet. The
night recovery of the returning planes was accom-
plished amid considerable confusion. Reportedly, a Jap-
anese carrier plane attempted a landing approach on
San Jacinto, only to be waved off by the landing signal
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- officer because itz hook wasn’t down.

San Jacinto then participated in strikes against Rota
and Guam and furnished combat air patrol (CAP) and
antisubmarine patrol (ASP) for her task group. Dur-
ing these raids, a San Jaeinto fighter pilot was shot
down over Guam and spent 17 days in a life raft
prlying to attract attention and 16 nights hiding on the
island.

After a refueling and replenishment stop at Eniwe.
tok Awcil, Son Joll ik ined in carrier strikes Smiriiot
the Palaus on 15 July. On 5 August, her targets were
Chichi, Haha, and Iwo Jima. A brief stop at Eniwetok
preceded dawn-to-dusk CAP and ASP duty while other
carriers struck at Yap, Ulithi, Anguar, and Babel-
thuap, pinning down Japanese air forces while the
Palaus were being assaulted on 15 September.

Following a replenishment stop at Manus, Admiralty
Islands, San Jacinto joined in strikes against Okinawa
and furnished photographic planes to get information
necessary for future invasion plans, After refueling at
sea, she once again supplied dawn.to-dusk ajr protec-
tion as other carriers sent strikes against Formosa,

northern Luzon, and the Manila Bay area from 12 to
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fired its machine guns into the ship’s island structure
killing two men: wounding 24, including her command-
ing officer; and causing considerable dumage to radar.
Despite this accident, San Jacinte remained battlewor-
thy.

g&s American troops landed on Leyte in the central
Philippines on 20 October, San Jacinto provided close
air support. On 24 October, this mission was inter-
rupted by news of the tri-pronged approach of the
Japanese fleet which precipitated the largest fleet bat-
tle in naval history. ; '

San Jacinto sent planes against the central force in
the Sibuyan Sea; then raced north to launch strikes
against the northern force, resulting in heavy damage
to the Japanese carriers mtd surface combatants off
Cape Engafio. On 30 October, her fighters furnished
air protection over Leyte while her guns shot down two
planes attempting suicide attacks on the ship. After a
1{;Iezu.'se at Ulithi, the carrier joined. ini attacks on the

anila Bay area; then took a side trip to Guam to
exchange air groups, receiving Air Group 45. She
i‘gﬁived slight damage during a typhoon in December
After completing repairs at Ulithi, San Jacinto and
the rest of her fast carrier force entered the South
China Sea and launched massive air attacks on the
airfields of Formosa and against shipping at Cam
Ranh Bay, French Indochina, and at Hong Kong. By
refueling and replenishing at sea, Task Force 38 was
able to continue its pressure on the enemy and stra-
tegic support for the American invasion of Luzon by
strikes against the Ryukyu Islands. :

Next, San Jacinto joined in the first carrier strikes
against the home islands of Japan. During the raids on
16 and 17 February 1945, carrier-based aircraft downed
many enemy planes during flerce dogfights over air-
fields in the Tokyo area. These operations were de-
signed to cover the imminent invasion of Iwe Jima.
Next came air support for the landing -marines, fol-

. lowed by further strikes against Tokyo and Okinawa

before San Jacinto returned to Ulithi, _ .
While conducting operations off Kyushu, Japan, she

" witnessed the conflagration on Franklin (CV-13); and,

on 19 March 1945, narrowly escaped destruction her-
self when a kamikaze barely missed her. More massive
enemy attacks came with Operation “lceberg’” as the
carrier force furnished air support for the invasion of
Okinawa, On 5 April, more than 500 planes, primarily
kamikazes, attacked. Fighter planes and antiaireraft
guns shot down about 300, but many got through. San
Jacinto’s gunners shot the wing off a would-be suicide
plane, deflecting its dive, and splashed another only 50
feet off her port bow. Her mission of covering the
Okinawa invasion entailed heavy air activity and kept
the ship almost constantly at general quarters while
supporting ground forces and repelling frequent at-

tacks by suicide planes. On 7 April,. San Jacinto’s

bombers torpedoed Japanese destroyer, Hamakaze, part
of a naval suicide attack in which super battleship,
Yamato, was also sunk. San Jacinto then returned to
the dangerous job of defending against the suicide
plane attacks, striking at the kamikaze airfields on
Kyuaku‘i, @il ~}32'v'v|u‘u_aP'. \-';vi:'ﬂ: 'u;A vnyportv fOi."- g'round
forces fighting on Okinawa, On 5 June, she success.
fully rode out another typhoon and, after replenishing
at Leyte, sortied for her final raids as part of Task
Force 58. Her aircraft struck at Hokkaido and Hon.

~shu, Japan, on 9 July and continued to operate off the

coast of Japan until the end of hostilities on 15 August
1945. Her air missions over Japan then became mercy
flights over Allied prisoner-of-war camps, dropping
food and medicine until the men could be rescued., Her
wartime mission completed, San Jacinto returned home
and tied up at Alameda, Calif., on 14 September 1945.

She was decommissioned on 1 March 1947 and joined
the Pacific Reserve Fleet berthed at San Diego. Reclas-
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15 May 1959; she was struck from the Navy list on 1
June 1970.

San Jacinto earned five battle stars and was
awarded the Presidential Unit citation. Her hull was
sold for scrapping on 15 December 1971 to National

Metal and Steel Co., Terminal Island, Calif.

San Joaquin
A river in central California.
I
(YFNB: t.1,651;1.219°9%"; b, 41’7"; dph. 2

The first San Joaquin, a wooden, schgéner-rigged
barge, built during 1876 at Freeport, Maife, was pur.
chased during 1918 by the Navy from thé Luckenbach
Steam Ship Co.;~and placed in servic
1918, Chief Boatswain's Mate John J. Miller in charge.

Assigned to the Naval Overseagy Transportation
Service a§ a non-self-propelled lighter, San Joaquin
made gevén round-trip voyages befween Norfolk and
New England ports transportin
operations, San Joaquin was towed by the tugs Alle-
gheny, Billow, Mohave, Pensacola, and Sagamore. She
was detached on 27 March 19
duty within the 5th Naval

12 " ;-'-nsp. )

strict, San Joaquin was

struck from the Navy list o1y 13 June 1919 and sold on-

1}} 3?eptember 1919 to the Meptune Line of New York,

San Joaquin (AK
cargo ship, was laid down on 17 August 1945 by the

Federal Shipbuilding’and Dry Dock Company, Kearny, 8
N.J. Further constfuction, however, was cancelled on -

27 August 1945,

San Joaquin County

(LST-1122:/dp. 1,625; 1. 328°; b, 50’; dr. 11'2": s. &

12 k; ¢cpl./226; a. 8 40mm., 12 20mm.; cl. LST-542)

LST-1122 was laid down on 30 October 1944 by the
Chicago Bridge and Iron Co., Seneca, Ill.; launched on

24 Janvary 1945; sponsored by Mrs. Alice S. Weaver; £
placed in reduced commission on 2 February 1945 for §%

ferrying to New Orleans; and commissioned in full on
14 February 1945, Lt. L.
command.

loaded cargo at Gulfport and steamed via the Panama
Canal to the Pacifie. In mid-May, she arrived at Pearl

and assigned to local §

on 8 August § i

coal. During these

109), a Tolland class atfack B

‘5

L. Hutchinson, USNR, in

Following shakedown off Pensacola, Fla., LST-1122 £




