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This year we have recorded our 33rd year of consecutive
growth. We are practicing what Representative Montgomery
was talking about; we are sending a clear message to Congress
that veterans are interested ... and that we are continuing to
grow in numbers and in strength.

AMERICANISM

Americanism is our way of life. It is based on freedom,
democracy and respect for the rights of the individual. In
service, we fought to preserve this way of life on many
battlefields, and now as Veterans of Foreign Wars, we continue
to fight for our way of life through support of our democratic
institutions.

Loyalty Day is one of the highlights of the Americanism
program. Celebrated since the early 1930’s as a rebuttal to the
Communists’ May Day celebrations, Loyalty Day is now a
national day on which we reaffirm our allegiance to America
and the ideals for which it stands. Through parades, speeches
and other events, we have made Loyalty Day a day on which
Americans say to the world, “I'm Proud To Be An American.”

VFW Posts that participate in Loyalty Day events can enter
the Loyalty Day Recordbook Contest conducted by National
Headquarters. The winning recordbooks are displayed at the
annual National Convention.

The Americanism program also fostersan understanding and
appreciation of our American way of life through the distribution
of Americanism Kits. These kits contain information on our
Flag, our government, and the major events which have shaped
our history. Each year thousands of people get to know America
through these kits, and through such knowledge they make
America a better and stronger place in which to live.

BUDDY POPPY

VFW Buddy Poppy sales bloomed to record proportions this
year. Across America and around the world, VFW members sold
over 17 million Buddy Poppies. Proceeds from the sale came to
approximately 12 million dollars.

Since 1922, when the first Buddy Poppy sale was held, this
program has raised millions of dollars to support our National
Veterans Service, our Department service programs and the
National Home. Of all our programs, Buddy Poppy best fulfills
the VFW goal of honoring the dead by helping the living. Our
National Home is a haven to the homeless and a place where a
shining future begins.

SAFETY

The old saying “Better Safe Than Sorry” certainly keynotes this
program. Working closely with the Ladies Auxiliary, we have
instituted safety programs which benefit members and non-
members alike.

HOME PROTECTION: This program encompasses Fire
Prevention and Home Security.

DRIVE TO SURVIVE: The automobile is a very efficient
means of transportation and one available to almost everyone,
but it is also a very dangerous instrument if not handled prop-
erly. This program teaches drivers of all ages how to DRIVE TO
SURVIVE.

HUNTERSAFETY: This program promotesresponsible, eth-
ical hunter conduct, emphasizes the importance of wildlife
management laws and regulations, and teaches safe handling of
hunting equipment.

BICYCLE SAFETY: LITE-A-BIKE isone of the most success-
ful programs ever undertaken by your VFW. Through it, millions
of bicycle riders have taken to the road under the motto: “Be
Safe - Be Seen.”

DRUG ABUSE: The VFW islaunching a strong attack on this
enemy that comes into the workplace, the school and the home.
Through educational materials, we are teaching people of all
ages the perils of using drugs.

RECOGNITION AND PUBLIC COMMENDING: In this pro-
gram, we say “Thanks” to those who do so much to make our
communities better and safer places in which to live.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

Across our nation and in our Departments overseas, the VFW
supports activities which make our communities better and
safer places in which to live.

Members give their time, effort and money to support disaster
relief, charitable, safety and community improvement projects.
People realize that we honor our commitment to honor the
dead by helping the living through thought and deed.

Working side by side with the Ladies Auxiliary, VFW members
promote community activities which fulfill the following ob-
jectives:

1. Assistance to others in the community.

2. Taking the initiative in leading the way for projects and
programs of service to the community.

3. Improvement on the projects and programs the Post or

Auxiliary conducted in the past.

4. Selection and development of new projects and programs to
include established community service projects.

5. To develop a good public image for the VFW by informing
people of what the VFW does in its Community Service Program.

SPECIAL PROJECTS

This year we are promoting the construction of a memorial to
those who served in the Korean War. Under the auspices of the
American Battle Monuments Commission, the $6 million mon-
ument will be erected in Washington, D.C.

Checks for the Korean War Memorial should be made payable
to: VFW - Korean Memorial Fund, and mailed to VFW National
Headquarters, 34th & Broadway, Kansas City, MO 64111.

We are also endorsing congressional efforts to build a
memorial and museum in the nation’s capital honoring veterans
of World War IL

IN
ACTION

Compliments of
Larry W. Rivers
Commander-in-Chief
1988-89



Through its programs and projects the Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States honors the dead by helping the living.
With over 10,000 Posts and over 2 million members, the VEW is a
major force in representing America’s 28 million veterans and
their families.

Founded in 1899 by veterans of the Spanish-American War,
the VFW now has members in its ranks from the First World
War, the Second World War, Korea, Vietnam, Grenada, Lebanon,
the Berlin Brigade and other actions in which membership
eligibility was established. Together these veterans of wars and
conflicts over almosta centurybring a wealth of knowledge and
dedication to this organization. Veteran and active duty member
alike, their interests and their needs are the interests and needs
of America, and when you listen to the veteran ... you hear the
voice of America.

The VFW has 10 National programs, each one designed to
serve the needs of the members and the communities in which
they live. Together these programs are the Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States. Let’s take a look at them:

NATIONAL VETERANS SERVICE

The VFW maintains a nationwide service program that provides
assistance to veterans and their families seeking, or attempting
to determine eligibility for, state and federal veterans benefits.
This great pyramid of service starts with the Post Service Officer
who, in turn, directs claimants to the trained and professional
Department Service Officersin each of the 58 Veterans Adminis-
tration Regional Offices around the country, and are the focal
point for any claim for entitlement.

This network is supported by Claims and Appeals Consultants,
as well as Field Representatives and other staff in the VFW
Washington Office and National Headquarters. This core profes-
sional staff focuses on matters concerning the full range of
services or entitlements available to veterans and their families
which includes, but is not limited to, military records correction,
discharge upgrades, education benefits, disability compensation,
and pension eligibility. Those on that staff designated as Field
Representatives make regular visits to VA Medical Centers,
Regional Offices and National Cemeteries to ensure that the
apparatus established by the nation, to care for its veterans
population, is responsive to the need.

There is no fee of any kind for this representation and the
VFW stands ready to assist any veteran or dependent requiring
assistance. This service, provided without reservation, consti-
tutes the VFW’s commitment to “Honor the Dead by Helping the
Living”.

NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE SERVICE

The many veterans’' entitlements and programs earned by
America’s nearly 28 million veterans and their families are the
direct result of years of legislative effort in the United States
Congress. Since its founding in 1899, your VFW has stood in the
forefront of those efforts and has proudly led the fight for better
treatment for all our nation’s veterans.

Each year new challenges arise and the VFW is prepared to
meet these challenges. We have been successful in fighting
cutbacks in veterans’ entitlements mandated by the “Gramm-

Rudman-Hollings Deficit Reduction Act” by having many VA
programs exempted from cuts. The VFW National Legislative
Service played a pivotal role in the enactment of the Veterans
Benefitsand Services Act of 1988, amajor milestone in veterans
affairs. Not only were the VFW's efforts essential to the enact-
ment of the original GI Bill, we were also instrumental in
advancing legislation to make it a permanent program.

Your VFW legislative team continually spearheads the drive
to have veterans’entitlements notonlyimproved but expanded.
Our victories are the result of working with you—the members.
Over two million strong, you provide our legislative team with
the strength and clout we need to win on Capitol Hill.

NATIONAL SECURITY AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS

So long as there are serious challenges to the United States and
our national security interests, the VFW is committed to
working for a strong national defense and firm foreign policy.
Our nation is more secure today than yesterday, but the
security of today may disappear by tomorrow if our defense and
foreign policy are not equal to the challenges we will face.

The national security resolutions adopted at our annual
conventions represent the VFW’s national security platform. We
oppose military inferiority and call for modern weapons and a
well-trained military force. We support arms reductions which
protect our security and reduce the risk of conflict.

Our foreign policy resolutions support the need for bipartisan
foreign policy that places our national interest above all else. We
urge the support of our allies and friendly countries to advance
our common goals and to defend our vital interests.

NATIONAL CIVIL SERVICE AND EMPLOYMENT

Using the premise that any veteran who desires to work should
be provided the opportunity, the VFW maintains a national
network of Volunteer Employment Officers. These individuals
identify veteran employment issues at the local level. They
participate on various state and community councils to voice
veterans employment needs to local leaders and employers.
First and foremost, they refer veterans to the appropriate
agency to assistin gaining employment or resolving a particular
issue.

As a member of the VFW Washington Office staff, the Special
Assistant for Employment is tasked with the responsibility to
design and administer the VFW’s National Veterans Employment
and Training Program. He represents the membership before
various National Committees and public/private sector agencies
to articulate the VFW National Employment Policy. He monitors
veterans employment programs to ensure their adequacy and
provide recommendations as appropriate. Direct assistance is
provided to the membership by assisting in clarifying employ-
ment issues and aiding veterans with their claims.

Annually a National Employment Awards Program is con-
ducted by the VFW to recognize individuals, groups, and
employers who excel in providing employment services to
veterans.

VOICE OF DEMOCRACY

The Voice of Democracy is a broadcast scriptwriting program
conducted annuallyin the nation’s high schoolsby the VFW and
its Ladies Auxiliary. Tenth through twelfth grade students tape
record a prepared script on a patriotic theme. The recording is
then judged on all levels of competition.

Each state winner receives an all expense paid trip to
Washington, D.C., where they witness our government in action
and visit national shrines and monuments.

The final judging is held and nine national winners are
announced. The First Place winner receives a $16,000 scholar-
ship. The other eight winners share $26,500 in scholarship
funds.

The youth of the country are our future and the Voice of
Democracy helps them to obtain the knowledge they will need
to fulfill their commitments as American citizens by giving them
the opportunity to think, write and speak out for freedom and
democracy.

YOUTH ACTIVITIES

Knowing that the future of America rests with our nation’s
youth, the VFW is actively involved in the promotion and
sponsorship of a wide range of youth programs.

Sons of the VFW is a program designed to develop the parent-
son relationship as well as provide opportunities to participate
in activities benefitting the entire family.

The VFW sponsors all sorts of youth sports from baseball to
ice hockey as well as providing matches for individuals and
teams involved in rifle competitions. High school and college
students participating in ROTC have an opportunity to be
awarded the VFW medal pendant and citation presented
annually to outstanding cadets.

In addition to endorsing Special Olympics and the Jr. Olympics
programs, the VFW is also one of the largest sponsors of Boy
Scout troops in the country.

These are just a few of the ways the VFW follows its
commitment to “Serving youth, that youth may serve.”

MEMBERSHIP

When it comes to membership, Representative G.V. “Sonny”
Montgomery of Mississippi, Chairman of the House Veterans
Affairs Committee, put it in no uncertain terms when he said,

“It is now more crucial than ever that veterans rally, get into
the thick of things, write, make phone calls, and resist attacks
on their programs, especially those made through the budget
process. The most important thing I can say to any veterans
right now is ‘join a service organization and get active; if you're
already a member, stay active. It's the most effective tool you've
got to help yourself and your fellow veteran, and it’s essential to
those of us on Capitol Hill who need to carry your input and
your concerns through the halls of Congress.”

Our success thisyear and in all the years past would not have
been possible without our large ... and ever growing member-
ship. Membership gives us strength, power and influence, from
home town to Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C.
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which permits overseas deployment of guard units
for training purposes) to ensure the National Guard
remains a vital part of our national defense. We
oppose any cutsinthe strength of the National Guard
and Reserve Forces and urge Congress to provide
new incentives for medical professionals in the
National Guard and Reserves.

NATO

The VFW reaffirms its support for NATO and urges
NATO members to increase their annual defense
budgets to ensure that NATO's forces are fully
capable of overcoming conventional force vulner-
ability. We support the continued deployment of
adequate U.S.forces under NATO and deployment of
such nuclear munitions to assure continued deter-
rence.

PACIFIC ALLIES

The VFW urges that political, economic and mili-
tary assistance be provided to the Philippines on a
reasonable and equitable basis so long as there is a
fair agreement of the lease of bases to America’s
forces. We urge the U.S. to continue its support for
the Republic of Korea and bring pressure on Com-
munist North Korea to cease work on the Kum Kang
Dam.The VFW continues its vigorous support for the
immediate sale of modern aircraft to the Republic of
China on Taiwan to replace its obsolete air force.

TERRORISM

The VFW continues to urge a full range of measures
be adoped to deter, guard against and combat
terrorists wherever they are located. We urge that
other countries be reminded “there are no neutralsin
the war against terrorists.”
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PREAMBLE

For it’s Tommy this, an’ Tommy that, an’ “Chuck him out,
the brute!”
But it's “Saviour of ‘is country” when the guns begin to
shoot...
— Rudyard Kipling

WE REMEMBER so others will not forget. One group
that we must never allow to forget is the United
States Congress. Years ago, Congress had many
wartime veterans. They reflected America’s military
experience at that pointin time. They were us! They
shared our hopes and fears; they shared our suc-
cesses and losses as we achieved whatever our
nation demanded of us.

Today, with fewer veterans in Congress, we must
help them remember the veteran. We must ensure
that all our elected officials who deal with setting
national priorities are made to see that veterans’
programs are not a luxury but that veterans’ pro-
grams are absolutely essential. We can obtain their
consent — not by coercion but by clearly, factually
and repeatedly presenting our case in a determined
manner. Only in this way can we achieve the
congressional belief that the veteran is a very
special segment of American society worthy of a
very high priority.

First and foremost, we must prevail upon the
Congress to provide an adequate budget for the
Veterans Administration that will maintain the
integrity of the entire VA entitlement and health-care
system. Not only must we meet existing needs but
we must not forget our obligation to provide for the
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future needs of our aging veteran population. This
commitment is not just limited to direct hands-on
health care. The infrastructure of hospitals and
clinics are indire need of modernization, renovation
or replacement. For too many years, our VA health-
care professionals have been forced to work inaging
facilities. The VA must be allowed to modernize in
order to meet the increased demand for more
sophisticated care tomorrow.

We must also remind our legislators of the many
veterans who live on marginally fixed incomes.
These are the disabled who sustained wounds or
injuries on active duty and that small group of
professionals who made a career of serving 20 or
more years in the armed forces. They and their
families receive VA disability compensation; some
others may also receive a military retirement pen-
sion. In order to allow these veterans to maintain
their modest degree of economic independence,
Congress must appropriate a cost-of-living ad-
justment that is at least equal to the change in the
Consumer Price Index each year.

For too many years, questions concerning her-
bicide exposure have gone unanswered. In the
meantime, veterans suffering from a variety of
disabilities repeatedly request compensation only to
be told that the “studies™ are not in. How long must
they wait? Action should be taken now to resolve
this issue by placing the burden of proof on the VA
and not on the veteran as to whether the effects of
herbicide exposure should be a compensable dis-
ability.

As a matter of dignity and pride, it is our the goal
toachieve an opennational cemeteryinevery state.
The entitlement of a veteran of a foreign war to be
buried with military honors in a national cemetery
may soon be denied to many simply because there is
no more available space. Our goal is to ensurethata
veteran may beinterred in a national cemetery close
to surviving family and friends.

Veterans are generated as aresult of their national
military service, thus, the Department of Defense
agencies must initiate the process of transitioning
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bring maximum economic and diplomatic pressure
and to fly the POW/MIA flag at all its installations,
while the VFW continues its public awareness pres-
sure on those countries of Southeast Asia who fail to
recognize the firm resolve of the U.S. Government
and the VFW in this humanitarian issue. We further
urge all Posts to display the POW/MIA flag as a
reminder of our determination to keep this issue a
non-negotiable matter of American honor. The VFW
position will continue to be based upon our own
evaluation of the best possible information available
on this issue.

STRATEGIC DEFENSE

The VFW supports the current program of research
in strategic defense which offers the possiblity of
protecting the United States and our allies from
ballistic missile attacks. Such a program, we believe,
is essential to maintain our lead in certain space
related technologies and to prevent a Soviet break-
through in anti-missile defenses. In conjunction with
the ongoing technological research program, the
VFW urges that companion studies be conducted
into the modernization needs of our almost non-
existent air defenses to protect against the bomber
and cruise missile threat and the underfunded and
totally ignored civil defense needs of our country
and its citizens. We also recognize the deployment of
a strategic defense system may have aradical effect
on our national defense policy and our military
strategy. Therefore, we urge study of the implications
of a shiftin our policy and strategy from deterrence
to defense.

THE ARMED FORCES

In recognizing that the military profession is a
calling, not a job, the VFW remains fully committed
to enhancing such service to the nation. The VFW
pledges its support to the National Guard and
Reserves and encourages employers to support the
men and women who serve in these vital components
of the total force. We support the continuing appli-
cability of the Montgomery Amendment (current law

1



We sustain our support for arms reduction nego-
tiations which will lead to mutual, balanced and
verifiable reductions in nuclear weapons and we
support arms agreements which will enhance our
national security, our security interests abroad and
reduce the risk of nuclear conflict.

CENTRAL AMERICA

Since the dangers represented by the Communist
Sandinistas in Nicaragua and the military dictator-
ship in Panama are mounting, the VFW urges our
governmentto face up to the expanding threat to our
security and the stability of Central America. We
urge the government to take action to secure the
Panama Canal and safeguard our security interests
from Panama’s military dictator. We urge a new
long-term, bipartisan foreign policy that will provide
political,economic, humanitarian and military aid to
friendly Central American governments and to the
Nicaraguan Freedom Fighters. Recognizing the client
state role Communist Cuba plays for the Soviet
Union, we urge the government to maintain close
surveillance of Cuban activities throughout Central
America.

PRISONERS OF WAR AND MISSING IN ACTION

The unresolved status of our Prisoners of War and
Missing in Action in Southeast Asia remains a high
priority goal of the VFW. We support the continuing
appointment of a Presidential Emissary empowered
to receive full information and to resolve the status
ofthose still missing and urge all those concerned to
unite in support of these efforts. We also urge the
government to appoint a POW/MIA advisor in our
embassy in Laos. We expect the government to use
its full resources at maximum capacity to provide
the fullest possible accounting of our POW/MIA’s at
the earliest opportunity. We urge the government to

10

service personnel — in particular, the disabled —
into the civilian labor force. Increased emphasis
must be placed upon translating military occupa-
tional skills into civilian occupation codes. Technical
military skills must be recognized for labor union
apprenticeship purposes.

As we enter a new era of competitiveness, we
recognize that the National Employment Security
System must operate in a broader decentralized
context of public and private sector employment
systems — providing assessment, placement assis-
tance and referral that is closely linked to training
and vocational rehabilitation resource programs
with no user fees charged and providing preferential
services to veterans in all employment service
programs. We oppose any and all attempts to
weaken or destroy the nation’s employment service.

The Office of the Assistant Secretary for Veterans
Employment and Training and its assigned field staff
play a vital role in the provision of employment
services to our nation’s veterans. We call upon
Congress to ensure that this critical ingredientin the
employment service chain is provided adequate
funding and staffing. It is imperative that the
Assistant Secretary for Veterans Employment and
Training be included in the decision-making process
in all Department of Labor programs that affect
employment and training of veterans. Furthermore,
the Assistant Secretary for Veterans Employment
and Training must be provided the mandated tools to
assure compliance with the Federal Contract Com-
pliance Program and the Veterans Reappointment
Rights Program.

We support legislation to permanently authorize
the “Veterans’ Job Training Act” (VJTA). We call
upon Congress to strengthen and expand this
program so that all unemployed veterans are eligible,
that current program deadlines be extended or
eliminated, that a portion of the funding be set aside
for a national advertising campaign and the current
ten-week unemployment waiting period be eli-
minated. This program must be administered solely
by the Assistant Secretary of Veterans Employment
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and Training, and we urge Congress to appropriate
sufficient funding at no less than $75million per year
to fund this vital program.

We call upon the Director of the Office of Personnel
Management to ensure that implementing regula-
tions for all new federal hiring programs stress the
merit of hiring veterans — in particular, recently
separated and disabled veterans — and that veterans
preference be assured and applied at each level of
the selection process. We call for areview of existing
federal agencies employment programs to ensure
adequacy of application and practice of veterans
preference and disabled veterans affirmative action
programs.

We recognize that the Ready Reserve forces are a
major source of manpower augmentation for the
active military forces and approximately one-third
of the individuals in uniforms serving our country
are in the Ready Reserve and National Guard.
Therefore, we call upon the Secretary of Labor to
issue regulations to include members of the Ready
Reserve and National Guard in the definition of
preferential services within the employment service.
We petition the Congress to enact legislation to
provide up to 30 days of military leave for all
members of the Ready Reserve so that they may
fulfill their training and defense obligations.

PRIORITY SECURITY GOALS
1988-89

NATIONAL DEFENSE

Our National Security Program for 1988-89 re-
affirms our firm commitment to a strong national
defense. The wide range of threats to our security
and that of our allies and the vigorous challenges
posed by the Soviet leadership requires a national
defense that is fully capable of deterring these
threats to peace. A strong national defense, in
common with strong and supportive allies, is the
foundation of a foreign policy able to respond
successfully to the global challenge of communism.

MILITARY STRENGTH AND ARMS REDUCTIONS

The VFW supports a national defense that provides
fully for our security requirements at home and
abroad. We continueto urge acomprehensive moderni-
zation and research program for our conventional
and strategic forces. Our conventional forces must
be expanded to keep pace with an ever increasing
range of threats.

The Army should be filled and maintained at 28
divisions to more adequately accomplish its mis-
sions. Our Naval forces should be expanded to 15
aircraft carriers while our Marine Corps should be
fully maintained at 4 divisions and 4 air wings. The
Air Force should move forward to produce the new
C-17 transport aircraft and our Merchant Marines
should be rebuilt to ensure our forces have the
mobility to fulfill their global commitments. The
modernization of our strategic arsenal must con-
tinue with deployment of the MX “PEACEKEEPER”
missile while proceeding with development of the
MIDGETMAN small missile system. We maintain our
support for production of the TRIDENT submarine,
the B1-B Bomber and for such weapons system
testing as is required to complete the modernization
of our strategic arsenal.



While our nation is more secure today than
several years ago, the spectrum of conflicts and the
range of world hot spots that endanger our security
seem to increase every year.

In Central America, the communist expansion,
begunin Cuba now extended to Nicaragua, remains
unchecked. The new military dictator of Panama has
resisted half-hearted attempts to remove him and
now seems poised to directly threaten our vital
security interest in the Panama Canal.

In the Persian Gulf, an uneasy truce still threatens
the United States and the free world’s energy
supplies. In Europe, a new apathy towards NATO’s
commitment to the common defense seems to be
growing. In the United States, isolationism is re-
emerging as suspicions about the Soviet Union’s
intentions diminish and concerns for budget deficits
increase.

Some isolationists have the fashionable opinion
that defense is an all too expensive burden. They
argue that a reduced Soviet threat to the United
States and the free world justifies a severe reduction
in defense.

Those who would be fashionable do not want to be
confused by the facts. It is a fact that the Soviet
Union’s only claim to being a world power rests on
its military arsenal. It is a fact that the Soviet Union
continues its military buildup unabated. It is a fact
that, despite the intermediate range nuclear missile
treaty, the Soviet Union and its surrogates have
almost continuously used subversion, intimidation,
terrorism and aggression to advance

These facts are not and can never be ignored by
the Veterans of Foreign Wars. They formed the basis
for our long-standing commitment to a strong
national defense and a bipartisan foreign policy to
protect our nation and our national security interests.
WE REMEMBER that we must continue to express our
determination to defend our freedoms if our mes-
sage is to be understood. Our goal this year is to
show others by our firm commitment to a strong and
secure Americathatinthe Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the United States, “WE REMEMBER.”
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PRIORITY LEGISLATIVE GOALS
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ELEVATE THE VETERANS ADMINISTRATION

We fully support elevating the Veterans Adminis-
tration to an executive department and specifying
the Administrator of Veterans Affairs as a member of
the President’s cabinet.

AN ADEQUATE VA BUDGET

We prevail upon the Congress of the United States
to completely fund those portions of the Veterans
Administration budget as required to maintain the
integrity of the entire VA benefit and health-care
system and to completely support efforts for future
health-care needs.

COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT

Full cost-of-living adjustments at least equal to
the change in the Consumer Price Index (CPI) be
provided annually for all recipients of VA com-
pensation and for all military retirees.

HERBICIDE EXPOSURE

We actively support liberalizing the criteria to
establish as service connected any disability as-
sociated with herbicide exposure.

VETERANS ADMINISTRATION CONSTRUCTION BUDGET

We call upon the Congress of the United States to
provide an adequate annual funding level to allow
the VA to row plan and initiate new construction
efforts to meet the immediate future needs of our
veterans.

HOME LOAN GUARANTY

We strongly encourage the Congress to maintain
the VA Home Loan Guaranty Program as the most
viable and desirable means of home financing for
veterans.



AN OPEN NATIONAL CEMETERY

Actively support necessary legislation to provide
our nation’s veterans with an open national cemetery
inevery state.

VETERANS EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

Revitalize veterans educational programs to pro-
vide assistance on a recurring basis to those vet-
erans who are educationally disadvantaged — in
particular, those who are dislocated workers — by
capitalizing upon cooperative education programs,
private learning centers and Title IV of the “Higher
Education Amendment Act of 1986.”

VETERANS VOCATIONAL TRAINING AND RETRAINING

Establish a National Veterans Vocational Training
and Retraining Program, administered by the As-
sistant Secretary for Veterans Employment and
Training, that will assist veterans to avoid ob-
solescence in the work place through recurring
vocational skills training, relocation incentives and
income support while in training.

VETERANS FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Implement a Veterans Federal Employment Non-
competitive Appointment Program for which all
veterans are eligible regardless of ERA, and that
implementing regulations stress the merit of hiring
veterans — in particular, recently separated and
disabled veterans.

VETERANS PREFERENCE

Call upon the Congress to repeal Section 702,
Public Law 94-502, and to re-establish veterans
preference for those veterans who were separated
under honorable conditions from active duty in the
armed forces after having served more than 180
consecutive days, other than for training. Urge that
veterans preference be assured and applied at each
level of the federal selection process and that a
distinct veteran’'s program staff element be esta-
blished in all OPM offices.

PRIORITY
NATIONAL SECURITY AND
FOREIGN AFFAIRS PROGRAM

* * %
Preamble

“The most important lesson is that the preservation of
peace and freedom is costly, but that peacetime cost is only
in dollars. Recovering peace and freedom once they are
lost is far more costly, and that greater cost is not just in
dollars, itis inthe far more precious commodity, the blood
of our citizens. We do not want the country to have to pay
that price again. Steadiness and vision are required by the
American people and by the people we choose for public
office.”

— General John W. Vessey, Jr.

Former Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff

“The defense policy of this country rests in our hands.
With our votes and through our continuing involvement,
we can and must send a clear and convincing message to
both friend and foe; a message that reaffirms our com-
mitment to peace and conveys our resolve to remain the
greatest military force on earth. Those of us who cherish
freedom remain determined never to be duped into
reducing our defenses either by false claims about the
defense ‘burden’ or false hopes about Soviet intentions.”

— Larry W. Rivers, Commander-in-Chief

From Acceptance Speech

Since itsfounding in 1899, the Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States has been committed to a
strong national defense. Over the past 90 years, our
country has faced, and continues to face, serious
military challenges. These challenges to our national
security will not diminish because of our national
budget deficits. Indeed, the risks and dangers to our
national security and our security interests abroad
are more likely to grow if our defense should be
weakened because of budget concerns.

I
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“The members of our organization
have always believed that for a
democracy to work, its citizens must
participate. It is our duty to register
to vote, study the issues and then
cast our votes. The right to vote by
secret ballot is symbolic of our
freedom — and for 75 years the
Ladies Auxiliary has worked to
preserve that freedom”

Mona Longly, National President

Join the VFW Auxiliary if you are a...

® Mother, wife, widow, sister, half-sister, daughter, foster daughter or stepdaughter (prior
to age 16), grandmother granddaughter, foster mother or stepmother who have
performed the duties of a parent to a child of another prior to the child reaching the age
of 16, foster sister or stepsister (prior to age 16) of a veteran of honorable service in the
U.S. Armed Forces who is authorized to receive a campaign medal or ribbon for
overseas service. Authorization is shown on the veteran’s separation document.

® Woman veteran authorized to receive a campaign medal or ribbon for overseas service
or a mother, sister, or daughter of a qualifying woman veteran.

e U.S. citizen and at least 16 years old. (Widows who remarry and divorcees may not base
eligibility on the service record of a former husband.)

Junior Girls Unit Members are...
e Daughters, foster daughters, stepdaughters, granddaughters, sisters, half-sisters, foster
sistérs, or stepsisters of men or women eligible for VFW membership.
® Unmarried and between the ages of 6 and 16.
Obtain membership applications from VFW Auxiliary or Post members.

1988-89 VFW Auxiliary National Officers

President: « . s omememsnsmasmins Mrs. Ronald (Mona) Longly, Lexington, Nebraska
Senior Vice-President ........... Mrs. David (Alice) Hutto, Swansea, South Carolina
Junior Vice-President. .......... Mrs. Robert (Frances) Booth, Cape Elizabeth, Maine
Secretary-Treasurer. ............ Mrs. John (Glenn) Grossman, Kansas City, Missouri
Chapladin: s« s 5 s we 5 0 5 35 5 8 55 358 5 9 Mrs. D.E. (Mary) Sears, Sr., Coeur d’Alene, Idaho
Conductress. . .........c.coovunin.. Mrs. Edward (Maye) Vontin, Virginia, Minnesota
Chief of Staff. ............ Mrs. Albert (Sharon) Reidinger, Aberdeen, South Dakota

National Headquarters

Ladies Auxiliary to the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States
406 West 34th Street, Kansas City, Missouri 64111

Telephone: (816) 561-8655

Today there are 750,014 mem-
bers donating 20 million hours and 28
million dollars a year in community
service and patriotic programs.

Founded in 1914 with 7 Aux-
iliaries, today there are 7,110 Aux-
iliaries throughout the country includ-
ing every state, the District of
Columbia, France, Germany, Guam,
Panama and the Republic of China.

® 1987-88 marked the 33rd con-
secutive year of membership growth.
4,804 new members joined.

® For 51 consecutive years the
Auxiliary has held a patriotic program
and donated a gift to mark the Statue of
Liberty’s birthday. The most recent
gift was $2,500 for American Flags.

® Together with the VFW, Aux-
iliaries set a new record, previously
set in 1947, by selling 17,121,670
Buddy Poppies this past year.

® The Cancer Aid and Research
program began in 1947 to raise funds
for research and to provide assistance to
members who suffer from cancer. Dur-
ing the past year $2,968,474.70 was
raised, $501,772 was donated for re-
search, $10,000 was given for educa-
tional purposes, and $1,763,200 was
given as grants to members.

® 49 state entries were judged in

This is the 75th year that the
Ladies Auxiliary to the Veterans
of Foreign Wars has served
Americal During that time, the
organization has donated
$5,572,002 for cancer research,
raised $50 000 for the American
Museum of Immigration located at
the base of the Statue of Liberty, and
donated over $219,000 for the
renovation of Miss Liberty.

the 10th Annual National Young
American Creative Patriotic Art
Contest with the 5 national winners
receiving prizes from $200 — $1,500.

® Two girls were named Out-
standing Representatives of the Jun-
ior Girls Units and received scholar-
ships in the amount of $3,000 and
$2,000.

® Nine college scholarships from
$16,000 to $1,000 were awarded to
the national winners of the Voice of
Democracy Competition.

® Special Contributions in the
amount of $10,000 to the National
Kidney Foundation and $5,000 each
to the Kansas City Ronald McDonald
House and the 8th National Veterans
Wheelchair Games were made to help
fellow Americans this past year.

HUMANITARIAN AWARDS:

Eddie Albert — BETTER
WORLD AWARD for fighting hunger
and poverty; Martha Smith —
SERVE AMERICA AWARD for her
work with the American Cancer Soci-
ety; Mother Clara Hale — UN-
SUNG HEROINE AWARD for help-
ing children born to drug addicts; and
Mary Frann — CARING AMERI-
CAN AWARD for her work with Eas-
ter Seals.
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FOR 75 YEARS,

Highlights of the 1987-88 National Programs

STAKE IN
AMERICA

AMERICANISM/LOYALTY DAY

In recognition of the Bicentennial of the Con-
stitution, Auxiliaries sponsored 2,273 special
programs. 3,224 Auxiliaries held special
POW/MIA programs and 3,643 Loyalty Day
programs were conducted. Other Americanism
activities included the presentation of
622,690 American Flags and the distribution
of 5,313,001 pieces of patriotic literature to
schools and other groups.

BUDDY POPPY

7,590,580 Buddy Poppies were sold by Aux-
iliaries helping us achieve the record VFW/
Auxiliary sales of 17,121,670! Auxiliaries
collected $3,776,886 for this valuable pro-
gram which helps provide support for the
VFW National Home as well as providing for
needy veterans. Hospitalized veterans who as-
semble the poppies receive compensation in
incentive therapy programs. 2,903 Auxiliaries
participated in the Buddy Poppy Display Con-
test using a total of 971,215 Buddy Poppies.

CANCER AID AND RESEARCH

Topping 2.5 million dollars for the fourth
consecutive year and $2 million for the seventh
year the Auxiliary raised $2,968,474.70 for the
Cancer Aid and Research Fund. In 1987-88,
5,681 grants totaling $1,763,200 were given
to cancer-stricken members and
$387,772.69 was returned to State Aux-
iliaries to be given to research institutions.
$60,000 was given nationally for research to:
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, the Jack-
son Laboratory, University of Illinois at Chi-
cago, and Providence Hospital in Anchorage,
Alaska. $10,000 was donated to the American
Cancer Society for its educational program.
Three $18,000 postdoctoral fellowships
were awarded to cancer researchers at Johns
Hopkins Oncology Center in Baltimore, Md.;
Comprehensive Cancer Center at the Univer-

sity of Alabama in Birmingham; and Dana-Far-
ber Cancer Institute in Boston, Mass. Low-cost,
cancer-dread disease insurance is available to
members through local Auxiliaries.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

7,036 Auxiliaries conducted Community
Service projects helping Americans in many
ways. Six Auxiliaries received the National Dis-
tinguished Community Service Award for
excellence by conducting the following
projects: Senior Citizens Party, Christmas in
July, Neighborhood Watch, fund-raiser for
the Mississippi Memorial Burn Center, pro-
viding toys and fruit for needy children at
Christmas, and a Drug Abuse prevention pro-
gram. 23 Auxiliaries received the Certificate of
Commendation for their activities such as:
Operation Idletime, Promoting Safety Belt
Usage, and Help for Fire Victims.

HOSPITAL AND VAVS

151,054 Volunteers served 3,863,884
hours at nursing homes, VA Medical Centers
and other hospitals during the past year. Hospi-
talized veterans and other patients were cheered
by volunteers who read mail or books to them,
helped write letters, played games or simply
provided companionship and a friendly smile.
In addition, numerous gifts such as baked goods
and handcrafted items were donated. Contri-
butions totaled $6,231,245. Service pins
were awarded to 1,749 volunteers who had
served from 150 to 59,000 hours. 10,557 hours
were volunteered by Junior Girls and 89 pins
were awarded to them for 50 to 400 hours.

JUNIOR GIRLS UNITS

Junior Girls are ages 6 to 16 and are related to
men or women who are eligible for the VFW
(complete list on back). There are currently 340
Junior Girls Units with a total of 4,225 mem-
bers who participate in Buddy Poppy sales, pa-
rades, community activities, and many other
activities. Each year two girls are selected to
receive college scholarships as recognition of
their scholastic achievement, outstanding com-

munity service and Junior Girls Unit participa-
tion. The scholarships are held in trust until the
girls are ready to attend college. In 1987-88,
Denise Cushaney of Bensenville, Illinois won
the $3,000 scholarship and Tracie Cutbirth of
Paris, Texas won the $2,000 scholarship. In ad-
dition, 11 girls won $100 for representing their
states in the national competition.

LEGISLATIVE

Every year elected officials are invited to attend
various Auxiliary functions. During the past
year, a total of 10,754 legislators or public
officials spoke at or attended Auxiliary events.
176,505 personal contacts were made with
federal representatives through letters, phone
calls or visits, and 157,231 contacts were made
on the state level. Through these activities the
representatives learn about the VFW/Auxil-
iary’s viewpoint on legislation for the handi-
capped, changes in the VA budget, Agent Or-
ange, and other issues relating to veterans and
their families.

REHABILITATION

During the past year, 2,578,890 hours were
volunteered and $8,350,500 were spent to
help veterans and their families. Auxiliary mem-
bers are concerned not only with hospitalized
veterans but also with those who are not hospi-
talized and yet need special assistance. Food,
clothing, household goods, utilities, child care
and transportation are some of the needs of
veterans that the Auxiliaries try to meet. Also,
274,257 bulletins on veterans’ entitlements
and 2,044 seminars on those benefits were
sponsored throughout the country.

SAFETY

The six-part Safety program is designed to help
Americans protect themselves and their prop-
erty. Some of the activities conducted during
the past year include: 3,544 Drug Abuse pre-
vention seminars, 1,227 Drive to Survive
courses, distribution of 553,337 pamphlets
on fire prevention and/or home security,

marking 172,962 bikes with reflective tape,
1,906 hunter safety classes, and the presenta-
tion of 8,293 Certificates of Appreciation to
firemen, policemen and others who save lives.
Auxiliaries also sponsored several other Safety
programs such as CPR, safe boating classes, and
child identification fingerprinting.

VFW NATIONAL HOME

Located in Eaton Rapids, Mich., the VFW Na-
tional Home was organized over 60 years ago by
the VFW and Ladies Auxiliary to help children
of deceased or disabled veterans. The Home
gives these children the opportunity to live in
homes with their natural parent or house-
parents, provides them with an education at a
nearby school, and offers guidance for their
future as responsible citizens. In 1987-88 mem-
bers contributed $195,869.90 to the Health
and Happiness Christmas Cheer Fund;
$18,457.78 to the Scholarship Fund;
$530,128.22 through the purchase of Na-
tional Home Seals. Gifts were given to gradu-
ating seniors as well as Christmas presents for
all the residents.

YOUTH ACTIVITIES/

VOICE OF DEMOCRACY

Helping young people learn the responsibilities
of good citizenship is the purpose of this pro-
gram. Auxiliaries sponsored 5,542 youth
groups expending a total of $914,786.
25,286 special youth projects were spon-
sored including poster contests; child identifica-
tion; and the presentation of coloring books to
schools. 3,883 high school students partici-
pated in the 10th Annual Young American
Creative Patriotic Art Competition. Local
and state winners received awards and incen-
tives totaling $37,070. Nationally, 49 state
winners competed for five prizes from $200 to
$1,500. In the jointly-sponsored VFW /Auxil-
iary Voice of Democracy Broadcast
Scriptwriting Competition, 150,000 students
participated in the opportunity to win a total of
$150,383 local and state prizes and nine scholar-
ships from $16,000 to $1,000 nationally.
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SPEAKING OUT FOR THE VFW IN YOUR COMMUNITY

You can serve the VFW and the community in which you live in many ways. One way is
by offering your services as a speaker to local clubs, civic organizations and educational
institutions. These groups are always on the lookout for speakers who can talk on issues of
importance to the community and, as a VFW member, you have an important story to tell.
Contact the chairmen of the local groups and let them know that you are available to talk
about the VFW and how our organization fits into and benefits the local community. They will
appreciate your offer.

This Speaker’s Guide is prepared to assist you by providing facts about each of our
many VFW programs. Select one — or all — of the subjects enclosed to use in your
presentation. When possible, include in your talk statements about how these programs
benefit your local community. This will give impact to your speech and will bring home to your
audience the fact that the VFW is a community service organization.

The Speaker’s Guide gives you the facts — you write and deliver the speech. One
important consideration in preparing aspeech is to key it to the group that is going to hear it.
If you are speaking to business leaders stress the number of veterans in the community and
theix economic contributions. On the other hand, if you are speaking to a group of families

to the efforts of the VFW, the Veterans Dioxin and Radiation Exposure Compensation Standards Act was passed in
1984.

When a recent Administration tried to revise the VA Schedule for Rating Disabilities, the VFW fought to save the
one in effect. By doing this, they saved compensation benefits which would have been lost by the younger veterans,
particularly those from the Vietnam War.

The VFW has repeatedly supported legislation to improve the compensation and pension programs. And it has
insisted that the benefits paid under those programs be adjusted for increases in the cost of living. While we have been
successful in those battles, the fight still goes on for pensions that provide an adequate standard of living — and one
with dignity and respect — for our veterans and their survivors.

The veterans of World War One fought long and hard, and won. Yet they have never received all the benefits
enjoyed by veterans of succeeding wars. The VFW fought for a WWI bonus, and won. Now it is fighting for a WWI
pension.

Employment is important to everyone, and in this area the VFW works especially hard. We work through our
Employment Program in the National Veterans Service and through the veterans’ committees in the Congress. The
VFW fought for and won a Veterans’ Preference Act which gave our veterans preference in federal civil service. Today,
we work closely with the Department of Labor to promote legislation which gives veterans priority in employment in
the private sector. The VFW philosophy on employment is that a veteran who fought for his country deserves a job in
that country.

And what about our comrades who have passed away, is the VFW concerned about them? Yes, it is. For years we
have fought for a national cemetery system with an open cemetery in each state, so that our comrades can be buried
near their loved ones. We have been successful in this quest, in that the cemetery system has been taken from the
jurisdiction of the Army and placed under that of the Veterans Administration. The national cemeteries have been
planned in areas with high veteran populations. Though this does not fulfill the VFW’s resolution, it is a move in the
right direction, and we will continue to press for a nationwide cemetery system.

When it comes to representing you in the Congress, your Legislative team takes a lot of knowledge and
experience with it to Capitol Hill, but the one thing that really helps it win battles there is you — the VFW member.
When the Congressmen know that we represent over two million veterans, they listen to us. And when they realize
that those two million and their dependents represent almost ten million votes at election time, theyreally listen to us,
and more, they put our ideas into their legislation —and that is what this National Legislative Service is all about
—getting your ideas into the laws of the land.

NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE SERVICE




NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE SERVICE

The veterans’benefits and entitlements enjoyed by America’s 28 million veterans and their
dependents are the results of years of legislative efforts in the Congress of the United States.
Much of that effort was directed by your VFW. From its founding in 1899, the VFW has
spearheaded the fight for better treatment for America’s veterans. It has consistently argued
that those who were first in war should not be last in peace.

The milestones along the way to what we have today are many and each was reached only
after a hard battle in the halls of the Congress. As far back as the VFW 25th National Convention
in August of 1924, your organization adopted a resolution calling for the establishment of a
Veterans’ Affairs Committee in the United States Senate. Forty-six years later in October of 1970, Public Law 91-510
was passed, authorizing the creation of such a committee. The battles are not only hard, they are often very long, but
the VFW never gave up, and victory was finally ours. In recent years, our Legislative team has had to go back to
Congress to fight for that committee against those who wanted to dissolve it. Again we won.

The GI Bill, that piece of legislation giving education benefits to millions of service people, was another benefit
that the VFW fought for on Capitol Hill. And again we won. In 1974 when the President tried to veto the Vietnam Era
educational benefits under this bill, the VFW led the fight to get the Congress to over-ride that veto. And again we won.
And we went on to win an extension in the delimiting date on veterans’ educational benefits, thereby allowing millions
of veterans ten years in which to use their education benefits rather than just eight. And when the GI Bill was finally
terminated, the VFW led the fight to have a peacetime veterans’ education bill approved in the Congress.

The Veterans Administration hospital system has 172 hospitals, 227 out-patient clinics, 110 nursing homes and
16 domiciliaries. The VFW was instrumental in putting that system together and in fighting attempts to tear it apart.
Veterans quite often suffer from wounds and diseases unknown to the rest of the country’s population and they
therefore require a unique hospital system with specially trained medical personnel. Today, thanks to the efforts of
the VFW’s Legislative team, we have such a system. Now the fight is directed toward maintaining it in the face of
indifference and staggering budget cuts.

Faced with a veteran population that is living longer, thanks to modern medicine, the VFW saw the need for
geriatric care by the VA hospital system. Now there is a geriatric care program in effect, and Geriatric Research,
Education and Evaluation Centers have been established.

When the VFW sees a need for alaw, it will fight for that legislation even if it means standing alone without the
support of any other veterans’ group. It did this recently when it came out alone in support of compensation and
medical care for those veterans who have been exposed to ionizing radiation or the herbicide Agent Orange. Due solely

stress the VEW family oriented programs. In all cases, key the speech to the interests of the
people who will hear it. Remember, when you speak in your community, you are the voice of
the VFW.

The enclosed guide for a good speech is designed to enable you to organize your material and present it in an
easy tounderstand manner. All good speeches have an introduction, abody and an ending. One good rule of thumb is
that the last thing you tell the audience should be the first thing they remember about the speech; therefore a strong
ending is essential. If you use pictures, graphs or slides incorporate them in such a way that they enhance the speech,
not detract from it. The same rule applies to any showmanship that you might use; hold the audience’s attention with
it, but do not let it detract from their understanding of what you are telling them.

When you accept an invitation to speak before a group,you should prepare a brief, typed news release for their
use. This release should include when and where the speech will be given and what the subject will be. A brief
paragraph on your background and a photo, if available, will also be useful. Such information will enable the chairman
of the group to arrange publicity for the speech, and it can also be used by the news media in reporting the speech.
Also, you might prepare a brief summary of the speech covering the major points. Again, this information will be useful
to the group as well as the news media. All of these factors will contribute toward good public relations and good
coverage of the VFW story.

INTRODUCTION




SPEECH GUIDE
Giving a speech is as easy as One, Two, Three. And here are the three things you need to know:
L. INTRODUCTION:

A. Attention Step - Here is where you introduce yourself, address the guest
of honor or tell a joke. In short, you get the audience’s attention.

B. Speech Objective - Here you tell the audience what you are going to speak
on.
C. Motivation

1. Appeal - Here you appeal to the audience’s interest in your subject.

2. Support - Here you tell them how they will benefit from taking action
on what you are going to speak on.

II.  EXPLANATION:

A. First Main Point

The Veterans Administration Hospital system is comprised of 172 Hospitals, 227 out-patient clinics, 110 nursing homes
and 16 domiciliaries. The VFW’s National Veterans Service visits these facilities to insure that veterans are receiving proper care
and also sits in on several medical committees at the VA Headquarters in Washington, D.C.

Section 218 of the Manual of Procedure describes the Duty of Employment Officer as: “It shall be the duty of the Post
Employment Officer to faithfully and diligently work for the accomplishment of the employment programs adopted by the
National and Department Conventions or his own Post, to promote the employment of veterans and to make such records and
reports as may be required.”

The key word in that paragraph is “employment,” and your VFW is actively engaged in promoting employment for veterans.
Their staff works closely with the Veterans Administration, the Department of Labor, the Office of Personnel Management and
many other agencies in developing employment programs for veterans, and the results have been impressive.

Veterans preference in Federal employment was something the VFW fought for, and now this practice helps thousands of
veterans to be employed. The Civil Service Reform Act of 1978 authorized special hiring consideration for veterans 30 percent or
more disabled; now over 4,000 veterans in this group have been employed.

The Job Training Partnership Act has placed 38,000 veterans; the Emergency Veterans Job Training Act, 37,000; the
Targeted Job Tax Credit program, 26,000. And through programs of the Veterans Administration and other government agencies
many more thousands of veterans have found employment in the government or in the private sector. In each of these programs,
your VFW has been instrumental in formulating the program and in promoting it before the Congress.

When the Post Employment Officers have questions about veterans employment, they have only to call the National
Veterans Service for answers and assistance.

The VFW National Veterans Service is the agency to which veterans and their dependents
should direct all questions regarding VA benefits, military matters and employment assistance. This
staff is also able to answer questions regarding state veterans’ benefits. Its Claims Consultants and
Service Officers are trained and ready to “Honor the Dead by Helping the Living.”

The National Veterans Service also has consultants in Washington who present claims’ appeals
to the VA’s Board of Veterans Appeals. This office handles those claims which have been denied at the
Regional level and are then forwarded to Washington on appeal. This staff routinely handles about
13,000 cases each year.

NATIONAL VETERANS SERVICE




NATIONAL VETERANS SERVICE

2 The Veterans of Foreign Wars maintains a nationwide veterans service to provide assistance to
‘i"“'& veterans and their dependents in obtaining benefits. The staff is comprised of Department Service
‘ Officers at the state level and Claims Consultants and Field Representatives in the VFW Washington

" Office.

P l Pv L L These staff members are available to take care of matters concerning military records

' corrections, discharge upgrades, retirement benefits, disability compensation, pension, and employ-

ment. The Field Representatives make regular visits to VA Hospitals, VA Regional Offices and National

Cemeteries to insure that veterans’ affairs are being properly taken care of. In short, the National Veterans Service staff is
available to assist in all matters pertaining to veterans. There is no charge for these services, and all veterans are welcome.

The benefits most frequently sought by veterans and their dependents are: Disability Compensation, Pension and
dependents’ benefits.

COMPENSATION is paid to those veterans with service connected disabilities. Compensation payments are based on the
percentage of disability. The most current payment schedule begins at $68 per month for a ten percent disability and goes up to
$3,660 for a hundred percent rating with additional allowances. For those veterans rated 30 percent or more, there are
allowances paid for dependents.

PENSION is payable for non-service connected disabilities that prevent a wartime veteran from maintaining gainful
employment. Pension eligibility is based on income and number of dependents. The current schedule of payments goes from $5 to
$642 per month.

DEPENDENTS’ BENEFITS include Dependency and Indemnity Compensation, Death Compensation and Non-Service
Connected Death Pension. The Dependency and Indemnity Compensation is based on the veteran’s active duty rank. Death
Compensation is currently paid at the rate of $87 for a surviving spouse, with additional amounts for children. The Non-Service
Connected Death Pension is payable to those survivors of a veteran who had at least 90 days of service during a time of war. The
current schedule of payments for this benefit goes from $5 to $328 per month. Surviving parents are eligible under the
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation and the Death Compensation benefits.

This brief description of some of the benefit programs does not go into enough detail for anyone to determine if they are
eligible, but what it does do is give an idea of what is available. Anyone who wants more information on any VA Program can
contact a VEFW Department Service Officer. There is a Department Service Officer in each VA Regional Office.

Other benefits and programs available to veterans include prosthetics, special automobiles for disabled veterans,
allowances for aid and attendance, housebound allowances, rehabilitation treatment, vocational rehabilitation, job training,

home loans, educational assistance and employment assistance. The Veterans Service staff is well-briefed on all benefits available
and the eligibility requirements.

1. Support - Here you are just giving facts to support your argument.

2. Support - Remember, the more support you give an argument the
stronger it is.

B. Second Main Point

1. Support -Thereis no rule on how many main points you have, but be
sure to support each one.

2. Support-Don't forget about the VFW Public Relations Office. We can
give you a lot of help in preparing a speech.

II1. SUMMARY

A. Recap the Main Points
B. Re-emphasize the Motivation part
C. Forceful Conclusion - Make it short but make it memorable. When people

think back to your speech, the first thing they should remember is the
last thing you said.

SPEECH GUIDE



VOICE OF DEMOCRACY

The Voice of Democracy Scholarship Program is conducted every fall in the
nation’s secondary schools by the VFW and its Ladies Auxiliary. Leaders in
government and education have high praise for this program because it encourages
our nation’s youth to think, write and speak up about freedom and democracy.

The Voice of Democracy Scholarship Program has gained widespread accept-
ance by the public, private and parochial schools of this country, since its beginning in
1958. Each year more schools and students participate. Most recently, nearly 300,000
young men and women from over 8,000 schools presented their ideas — and feelings
— on freedom, democracy and the American way of life.

Scholarships totaling $42,000 are awarded to the top nine finalists in the annual Voice of Democracy
competition. The First place winner receives $16,000. The other awards are: Second place, $9,000; Third place, $6,000;
Fourth place, $4,000; Fifth place, $3,000; Sixth place, $1,000; Seventh place, $1,000; Eighth place, $1,000 and Ninth
place, $1,000. Additionally, scholarships and awards presented at the Post, County, District and Department levels
amount to over $500,000.

The safe bicycling program is designed for elementary school children. The areas covered are bicycle selection criteria,
proper bicycle maintenance and development of safe bicycling techniques. Local traffic rules and regulations are also taught.

The basic instruction is contained in three filmstrips. A Teacher’s Manual is included which provides a narration to
accompany the filmstrips, along with a course outline listing objectives, discussion topics and guidelines to develop bicycling
skills. This instruction course is available from National Headquarters.

The Lite-A-Bike project was begun in 1963 and since that time the Posts and Auxiliaries have applied reflective tape to over
29 million bicycles. “Be Safe — Be Seen” is the motto of this project. With the upsurge in bicycle use in recent years, this program
has certainly contributed to saving a lot of lives. The Scotchlite reflective tape is available from National Headquarters in packages
containing enough pre-cut stripsto tape 50 bicycles. Instructions are included on where to apply the tape so that it will be seen by
motorists.

DRUG ABUSE: Shocked by the growth of drug addiction in recent years, the VEW decided to promote a program designed
to educate people on the dangers of drug abuse. Posts and Auxiliaries participate in “getting the word out” in their communities
on what people can do to combat this near epidemic problem. Special emphasis is placed on the growth of drug abuse in
elementary schools. The VFW sponsors seminars aimed at making parents and students aware of the symptoms of drug abuse,
and how a victim may obtain assistance.

Along with the Posts and Auxiliaries, the Departments and Districts are also engaged in this program; in short, every
echelon ofthe VFW and the Ladies Auxiliary is fighting the national problem of drug abuse. The U.S. Government offers assistance
in drug abuse education through the Department of Justice’s Drug Enforcement Agency. Specially trained officers of state and
municipal law enforcement agencies are available to provide information pertinent to each community.

RECOGNITION AND PUBLICLY COMMENDING: Throughout America, firefighters, law
enforcement officers and emergency medical technicians serve around the clock to safeguard the lives
and property of others. Their outstanding contributions, frequently above and beyond the call of duty,
often go unnoticed or, at best, are taken for granted. Now the VFW has begun a program that recognizes
these individuals and their unique contributions to their communities. Public recognition in the
presentation of a Certificate of Appreciation honors those individuals who have made their communities
safer and better places in which to live. The certificates are available from National Headquarters and can
be presented by the Post or Auxiliary. By recognizing those who serve us, we can fulfill the VFW
commitment to make America stronger by making its communities stronger.

SAFETY




SAFETY

The VFW sponsors six Safety programs which are designed to make our communities across
the nation and overseas safer places in which to live. These programs are promoted by the Posts and
the Auxiliaries and benefit members and non-members alike.

i g B HOME PROTECTION: This program encompasses Fire Prevention and Home Security. Each
~ “ * year some $874 million worth of residential property is lost to fire. Fire claims one residence every
minute - 365 days a year. These residential fires claim 6,600 lives each year, or 18 lives each day.
Faced with such statistics, the VFW saw the need to sponsor a safety program aimed at preventing
home fires and saving lives when fires did occur. This program consists of Posts and Auxiliaries working in conjunction with their
local fire departments to sponsor seminars on fire prevention. In addition, National Headquarters has published a fire prevention
checklist which is available to Posts and Auxiliaries for distribution in their communities.

Home Security is a program designed to make homes safe from burglaries. Each year more than six million burglaries are
committed in the United States, resulting in the loss of millions of dollars worth of property and in many cases loss of life. The
Home Security program provides homeowners with information on how to inspect their homes to see if they are secure. A
checklist is available from National Headquarters which outlines the steps of a home security inspection. Further guidance can be
obtained through coordination with local law enforcement agencies.

DRIVE TO SURVIVE: This free three-hour course of instruction is designed to assist drivers to become better drivers. Safe
driving requires the adoption of an attitude and a determination to take every reasonable precaution, over and above those
required by law, to prevent traffic accidents.

In this course, the vehicle operator learns what is required to “Drive to Survive,” how and why various types of accidents
occur and what knowledge is required to prevent them.

HUNTER SAFETY: This program promotes responsible, ethical hunter conduct, emphasizes the importance of wildlife
management laws and regulations, and teaches safe handling of hunting equipment.

VFW Safety Chairmen are encouraged to coordinate with their State Game and Fish Commissions or Conservation
Departments to insure that their instructions are in accordance with local rules and regulations.

BICYCLE SAFETY: This program teaches safe bicycling techniques and also includes the Lite-A-Bike project which
provides Scotchlite tape to illuminate bicycles during the hours of darkness.

The selection of the finalists takes place in conjunction with the annual VFW Washington Conference. Each
state winner as well as those from Departments overseas receives an all-expense paid trip to Washington, D.C. While
they are in Washington, these winners have an opportunity to visit national shrines and monuments, and observe
firsthand the workings of the federal government. In meetings with Congressional delegates and high Administration
officials, the students get to participate in discussions on freedom, democracy and representative government.
Highlighting their week in Washington is the competition in which the top six winners are selected. The First place
winner then gets to deliver his or her presentation at the banquet that concludes the Washington Conference.

The success of the Voice of Democracy Scholarship Program is due in large part to the support given it by the
National and State Associations of Secondary School Principals and the National and State Associations of
Broadcasters. The educators lend their expertise to the formulation of the presentations, while the broadcasters
contribute to the script-writing and the recording of the material. Together, educators and broadcasters have made
the program a success through their enthusiastic support.

As veterans, we have a commitment to create a better world for ourselves and our children. The Voice of
Democracy Scholarship Program provides young Americans the opportunity to discuss, to understand and to speak
up for freedom, democracy and the American way of life.

VOICE OF DEMOCRACY



NATIONAL SECURITY AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Hardly a day goes by that the newspaper headlines do not call our attention to the subject of
national security. For example, here are some recent ones:

- “MORE SPIES ON TRIAL FOR ESPIONAGE THAN EVER BEFORE IN OUR HISTORY”
- “AMERICAN TOURISTS HELD HOSTAGE BY TERRORISTS”

- “AMERICANS GUNNED DOWN BY TERRORISTS AT AIRPORTS”

- “NICARAGUA RECEIVES NEW CUBAN AND SOVIET ARMS DELIVERIES”

~ “SOVIET LEADER DEMANDS U.S. GIVE UP STAR WARS OR FACE MORE MISSILES”

Americans cannot find comfort in such headlines and well they should not, for when we start feeling
comfortable about such news, we start to forget about national security.

Sinceits founding in 1899, the VFW has consistently called for a strong national defense to insure our national
security. Annually it re-affirms this belief in Resolutions at its National Convention, in which it calls upon our national
leaders to maintain a strong defense and to meet all challenges to our national security. Daily it reaffirms this belief in
its support of our government and its military forces.
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We are experiencing a significant expansion of our National Junior Rifle Program which provides the opportunity for both
boys and girls to receive training in gun safety and to experience the fellowship and competition of arifle club activity. Of primary
importance in the VFW Junior Rifle Program is the Post sponsored Junior Rifle Club. A complete program is provided for clubs
affiliated with the National Rifle Association. All it takes to get a Junior Rifle Club started is 10 youngsters under age 19 who are
interested in learning about shooting and an adult leader who is willing to take an interest in their welfare. The basis of the work of
the Junior Rifle Program is gun safety, but many opportunites are available in self-improvement in handling a gun. Brochures and
kits are available at no cost, explaining in detail how to start a Junior Rifle Club and how to enter the NRA-VFW Junior Rifle
matches conducted annually.

No activity has swept the American scene to the extent that bowling has in the last twenty years. Thousands of new,
ultra-modern bowling lanes have been built all over the country. Through the youth bowling program, the VFW is introducing
thousands of youngsters to one of our principal lifetime sports — a fun activity that keeps its participants physically fit. Over
1,000 Posts sponsor youth bowling teams in accordance with the rules for competition established by the Young American
Bowling Alliance.

VFW Teener Baseball provides competitive amateur baseball participation for 13 - 15 year old youngsters in local league
play. Departments with Teener Baseball Leagues conduct State Teener Baseball Tournaments.

Hundreds of miscellaneous youth activity programs sponsored by VFW Posts have been
documented on National Programs reports. These are in addition to the major National program
and include all kinds of youth activities: football, basketball, swimming, wrestling, golf, tennis,
hockey, and Junior Olympics. A large number of Posts sponsoring junior drill teams and musical
units are reflected in these reports and an increasing number of VFW Posts support and sponsor
Civil Air Patrol, Army, Navy and Air Force Junior ROTC and Boys’ Clubs of America.

The work of the National Youth Activities Committee is directed toward encouraging more
Posts and individual members to join the VFW Youth Activities Team. The need for more and better
youth programs all over the country requires an increased effort on the part of the VFW.

If we are to meet the challenge of developing tomorrow’s leaders today, our VEW Team must
be ever alert to provide more and better programs for youth.

YOUTH ACTIVITIES




YOUTH ACTIVITIES

The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States shares the growing concerns of government
leaders and educators in their search for character building and leadership training opportunities
for today’s action oriented youth.

Werecognize the youth of America as our nation’s greatest asset. The increased emphasis on youth
programs conducted at every level of our organization reflects the high regard we in the VFW hold
for the leaders of the future. We believe in American youth and their ability to meet the challenges
and accept the responsibilities of citizenship, now and in the years ahead.

The National Youth Activities Committee of the VFW has stepped up its continuing efforts to

promote more and better youth activity programs. The main efforts of the committee are directed
towards strengthening and expanding the major youth programs sponsored by the Veterans of Foreign Wars: Sons of the VFW,
Scouting, youth bowling, junior rifle, Special Olympics, youth soccer, youth sports, including Teener Baseball, and the Navy Model
Contest.

Over 900 Posts have organized Sons of the VEW Units since the reactivation of this program in 1961. These units are made
up of boys between the ages of 8 and 16 whose parents/grandparents are eligible for membership in the VFW. They provide
sponsoring Posts with an ideal base for implementing a variety of youth activity program.

The VFW has maintained a steady gain in the number of cub packs, scout troops and explorer units sponsored by VFW
Posts. Currently, there are appoximately 1,500 sponsored Scout units. Sensing the growing need throughout the country for the
organization of Scout units — especially at the explorer level for boys of high school age — more and more Posts are joining the
VFW/Scouting partnership.

To provide additional recognition and incentive for VEFW Scout Leaders, the VFW awards Wood Badge Training
Scholarships each year to outstanding VFW Scouters. The recipients are selected from each of the Scout Regions and are given
scholarships to attend Scout Leadership Training Conferences within their Regions.

Communist subversion threatens many governments around the world. Many times over the past years
American forces have gone to the aid of governments in such distress. In many cases, we have maintained free and
democratic governmentsin the face of communist domination. To do so is the policy of our government, and the VFW
endorses this policy which espouses freedom and democracy.

Internal subversion is no less a threat than that from without. Those Americans who
spy for the enemy constitute a great threat to national security and national defense. They
sell the technologies and tactics that have been developed to protect our country and then sit
here on our shores enjoying all the benefits of the American way of life. These morally
bankrupt people deserve the highest justice when they are caught.

National Security and Foreign Affairs go hand in hand. To complement a strong
defense at home, the VFW has urged a strong bi-partisan foreign policy abroad. We oppose
communist intrusions everywhere, and in particular here in our own hemisphere. We
support our government’s action in Central America and feel that if such subversion is not
halted there, it will soon cross our own borders.

National Security and Foreign Affairs have but one goal and that is peace..peace at
home and peace throughout the world. The most important element in this peace initiative is
you..the American citizen. Knowing what America is and what it stands for, pledging
allegiance to it and respecting its flag and, if the need arises, fighting for it, are the
foundations of freedom, democracy and peace.

NATIONAL SECURITY AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS




BUDDY POPPY PROGRAM

Article I of the VFW Constitution reads: “The objects of this association are
fraternal, patriotic, historical and educational; to preserve and strengthen
comradeship among its members; to assist worthy comrades; to perpetuate the
memory and history of our dead, and to assist their widows and orphans; to maintain
true allegiance to the government of the United States of America, and fidelity to its
Constitution and laws; to foster true patriotism, to maintain and extend the
institutions of American freedom; and to preserve and defend the United States from
all her enemies, whomsoever.”
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All of the VFW programs are designed to support the commitmentslaid down in this Article. Of them the Buddy
Poppy Program is specifically designed to “...assist worthy comrades; to perpetuate the memory and history of our
dead, and to assist their widows and orphans...” This assistance is provided through the VFW National Veterans
Service and the National Home.

This program was begun in 1922 when the first Buddy Poppy sale was held to provide funds to assist disabled
veterans, the needy, and the National Home. This first sale was such asuccess — 1.5 million Buddy Poppies were sold
— that it was then made an annual event. At the same time the foundation was laid for the VFW Veterans Service
Offices, a program offering aid and assistance to veterans and their widows and orphans.

Section 178 of the VFW’s By-Laws stipulates that the Director and the Treasurer shall be appointed annually by the
Commander-In-Chief. Further, the VEW-PAC shall have custody of and authority to expend all monies contributed to it for the
advancement of the purposes of the Veterans of Foreign Wars in elections to federal office in the United States. The VEFW-PAC is
also required to report annually to the National Convention and periodically to the National Council of Administration, at its
request, detailing all receipts and expenditures.

In speaking of VFW-PAC funds, it is important to remember that all funds used by the VEFW-PAC in support of candidates
come from the contributions of VFW-PAC members, and not from VFW dues. There are three types of funds which the PAC can
accept:

L. INDIVIDUAL - contributions, in the form of checks, money
orders or cash to the VFW-PAC.

2. FUND RAISERS - contributions, received from Post, Auxiliary,
District or Department fund-raising events.

3. ADMINISTRATIVE FUNDS - contributions, received from Post,
Auxiliary, District or Department and conveyed by unit check.
Such funds will be deposited in an administrative expense
account and will be used solely for such purposes.

In selecting candidates, the VFW-PAC reviews the voting record of incumbents, and requires non-incumbents to submit
position papers on veterans’ interests and national security issues. Upon review of all the available information, along with that
from VFW-PAC Coordinators in each state, the Board makes its endorsements.

Success to date has been outstanding. Since its creation, the VFW-PAC has received over $1,000,000 in contributions.
During the 1980 elections, the VFW-PAC had an 89 percent success rate; of 251 candidates endorsed, 223 won election. In 1982,
the successrate climbed to 91 percent; of 306 candidates endorsed, 277 won election. In 1984, the success rate climbed again, to
92.3 percent; of 380 candidates endorsed, 358 won election. These high successrates prove that the VFW-PAC can play a vital part
in putting our friends into Congress, and promoting the kind of government we deserve.

POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE




POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE

Political Action Committees are groups of citizens with shared interests and goals. Their major
- function is to amass resources to be used in achieving the political aims of the association. Authorized by
. federal law as an extension of the First Amendment guarantee for free expression, the Political Action
~ Committee (PAC) provides a simple yet direct method for individuals to participate more directly in the
political process, beyond what they could do on their own.

The VFW-PAC was created by the delegates to the VEW’s 80th National Convention. This PAC was
established for the VFW, the Ladies Auxiliary and their immediate families. Its goal is to address the real
problems of this country’s veterans and their dependents as well as those of national security.

As conscientious citizens, we are concerned with these issues, and we want our views to be heard. Quite often, we feel that
ourvoices are not heard in the Congress. But the foundations of our democracy allow us to express our convictions, make changes
in our government and promote our beliefs through political action. By contributing our resources to the candidates of our
choice, and by voting for them in national elections, we can have the government we want. In forming a PAC, the VFW has
organized tens of thousands of our members to speak with one voice, and that voice is heard in the Congress.

Ourunsolicited support of candidates is based on their demonstrated support of veterans’ programs and national security,
and not on their political affiliation. In representing our veterans and their dependents through support of candidates for federal
office, the VFW-PAC is one among many special interest groups in our nation’s capital. Unfortunately, some of these other groups
are in opposition to the issues we favor. To some, there is nothing special about those of us who answered our country’s call in time
of need. And some favor a weak national security posture, as a sign to our enemies that we do not threaten them in any way. The
work of the VFW-PAC, therefore, is twofold; to promote veterans’interest and national security, and to counter anti-veteran and
anti-defense trends.

To conduct its program, the VFW-PAC has a staff of eight: Director, Treasurer, and a six (6) member Board of Directors.
Each member of the Board is appointed by the Commander-In-Chief; two (2) each for terms of one, two and three years
respectively, with their successors to be appointed for staggered terms of three years each.

The Buddy Poppy is patterned on the red poppies that bloomed on the battlefields of Europe during the First
World War and symbolizes the sacrifices of the veterans of that war and in turn veterans of all wars. It is as meaningful
today as it was in 1922 because in honoring human sacrifice, we honor the best of what we can be.

A question frequently asked is where does the money from the Buddy Poppy sale go? This is an important
question, and each member of the VFW and the Auxiliary should know the answer. Section 711-Buddy Poppy, of the
VFW Manual of Procedure states: “A tax of three and one-half cents shall be assessed against each and every VFW
Buddy Poppy sold under the provisions of this section. Such tax shall be in addition to the cost of producing the Poppy
and shall be payable to the National Headquarters and be distributed as follows: One and one-half (1%) cents to the
Veterans Service Fund of the Department having jurisdiction; one (1) cent to the Veterans Service Fund of the
National Headquarters”..Proceeds are also used to pay for the costs of producing the Buddy Poppies and promoting
their sale.

The purchase of the small, red Buddy Poppy does more than just recognize the sacrifices of our veterans, it
provides relief for them and their families in times of need, it provides a veterans service that aids them in claiming
benefits, and it provides a home for those who do not have a home. When you buy a Buddy Poppy, you help millions of
veterans and their families.

BUDDY POPPY




COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

The VFW is more than just a veterans organization, it is a community service
organization providing vital projects and programs to the communities in which its
members live. Through such service the VFW shows the care and concern it has for our
country and its citizens. The voluntary efforts put forth form the VFW image, and it is an
image which each member can be proud of.

Worthy efforts lead to a good image and that image identifies the organization to the
community. After many decades of such community participation, the VFW is now
accepted throughout this great land of ours. Such recognition is a powerful factor in
attracting new members and in retaining present ones. People want to belong to an
organization with community impact, and that is what the VFW has. Also, by maintaining its
image, the VFW indentifies itself as an organization to which the community can turn in
time of need.

Each year the VFW sponsors dozens of community programs which benefit members and non-members alike. The
objectives of a community service program are five in number:

1. Assistance to others in the community

2. Taking the initiative in leading the way for projects and
programs of service to the community

3. Improvement upon the projects and programs the Post or
Auxiliary conducted in the past

4. Selection and development of new projects and programs to
include established community service projects

colleges and other organizations. Through these presentations, the VFW’s Americanism Program is brought to
thousands of people each year.

One ofthe highlights of the Americanism Program is the yearly celebration of Loyalty Day. This event has been
held each May 1 since the early 1930s. At the VFW Golden Jubilee National Convention in 1949, a resolution was
adopted which called for national recognition of this day. The legislation to do this was introduced in Congress in
1954, by Rep. James E. Van Zandt (PA.), a Past Commander-In-Chief of the VEFW. The bill was finally passed in 1958, as
Public Law 529.

Loyalty Day provides an occasion when Americans can reaffirm their loyalty to country and their allegiance to
its Flag, in spirit and action. VFW Posts across the country and overseas sponsor parades, beauty contests and
celebrations stressing Americanism. Essay contests on the Americanism theme are promoted in the schools, and VFW
Posts present Flags to worthy organizations. Some Posts hold open houses on this day and others sponsor billboards
in their communities carrying the message of Loyalty Day — the message of what Americanism means.

The VFW pays particular attention to recognizing the efforts of its members and of
others in promoting this most worthy cause. The VFW National Headquarters sponsors a
Loyalty Day Recordbook contest which awards those recordbooks best depicting Loyalty Day
activities. The competition is held on the Post, District, County Council and Department
(State) levels. The winning recordbooks are displayed at the annual National Convention.

Local groups and organizations who participate in Loyalty Day activities are recognized by
the VFW with Loyalty Day Citations, available from the National Headquarters.

Through its Americanism Program, the VFW really makes everyday Loyalty Day, and
every raising of the Flag a celebration of freedom, democracy and the American way of life.

AMERICANISM




AMERICANISM

Americanism is our way of life. It is based on freedom
democracy, and respect for the rights of the individual. In service, we
¥ < Za=== fought to preserve this way of life on many battlefields, and now as
o ﬂ’(/_// Veterans of Foreign Wars, we continue to fight for our way of life
"yﬂ through support of our democratic institutions
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In the fight to preserve Americanism, the best weapon is knowledge. Knowing what we have and what we stand
for gives purpose and strength to our efforts. Only through education on what Americanism is can we recognize a
threat to this way of life. The VFW promotes Americanism through example and through education programs.

Throughout the VFW, from National Headquarters to the 10,000 Posts, members participate in functions and
ceremonies celebrating the American way of life. Support is also given in the form of contributions of time and money.
Bysuch participation, the VFW helps to promote an appreciation of the American way oflife and the institutions upon
which it is based.

VFW Posts and Ladies Auxiliaries frequently provide speakers to local service clubs, schools and other
organizations. These people carry the message of Americanism to their audiences. Speakers are also available for
radio and TVinterviews. A monthly public service announcement called “Speak Up For Democracy” is made available
to radio stations.

The VFW also produces many written materials to promote Americanism. One of the most popular is the
booklet entitled Etiquette Of The Stars and Stripes, in which the history of our country’s Flag is told, along with
information on how to display it and show respect for it. Pledge of Allegiance cards are available for schools and youth
groups.

The Americanism Kit produced by the VFW contains flag information, radio and TV scripts on the Americanism
theme and articles pertaining to patriotic holidays and events in history. This kit is available to VFW organizations.
Another kit, the Teacher’s Kit, contains similar information and is made available to teachers, librarians, universities,
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5. To develop a good public image for the VEW by informing people
of what the VFW does in its Community Service Program

These objectives are met through the dozens of projects and programs the VFW promotes each year. Community
involvement includes projects in beautification, renovation, health care and environmental concerns. Cooperation includes
projects with schools, churches and other community organizations. Aid to others extends the helping hands of Post and
Auxiliary members to local hospitals, the needy, the handicapped and the senior citizens. In addition to these there are the
programs devised by Posts and Auxiliaries to meet the needs of their particular communities.

National Headquarters promotes Safety programs which provide education and assistance in the areas of driver
education, bicycle safety, fire prevention and home security, and hunter safety. It also recognizes outstanding contributions of
firefighters, law enforcement personnel and emergency medical technicians through the Recognition and Public Commending
Program.

Americanism and Loyalty Day projects stress the understanding and appreciation of the
American way of life, and celebrate its history and honor its heroes who have gone forth to defend
the country. Under this program honor guards are provided for military funerals and for patriotic
celebrations. Flags are presented to community organizations, and a flag appreciation program
teaches people how to present and care for the American Flag.

National Headquarters, through all the echelons of the VFW, promotes youth activities.
Scouting, baseball, soccer, bowling and junior rifle teams are the areas served by this program.
Realizing that the youth of the nation are the future of the nation, the VFW stresses programs
which develop an appreciation of the American way of life, a sense of individual accomplishment
and fulfillment, team effort and patriotism.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES



MEMBERSHIP

Section 101 of the Manual of Procedure sets out the three requirements for membership
in the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. These requirements are:

1. Citizenship

2. Honorable service outside the continental limits of the United
States with the armed forces of the United States

3. Service entitling the applicant to the award of a recognized
campaign medal

Membership dues are set and assessed at the Post level. Life memberships are also available.

Once a veteran joins the VFW, what does membership in the organization offer?

The answer to this question lies in the VFW Constitution, Article I-Objects: “The objects of this association are fraternal,
patriotic, historical and educational; to preserve and strengthen comradeship among its members; to assist worthy comrades; to
perpetuate the memory and history of our dead, and to assist their widows and orphans; to maintain true allegiance to the
Government of the United States, and fidelity to its Constitution and laws; to foster true patriotism, to maintain and extend the
institutions of American freedom; and to preserve and defend the United States from all her enemies, whomsoever.”

Fulfilling these commitments is the fulltime work of the Posts, County Councils, Districts, Departments (State) and
National Headquarters. Through these offices the projects and programs of the VFW are put into effect and maintained.

Membership in the VFW provides many benefits and services. Of particular interest are those projects and programs which
benefit other members as well as the local community. In supporting such activities as safety programs, sports programs, and
programs which celebrate freedom and democracy, the VFW strives to make America strong by building a solid foundation at the
community level.

The VFW also provides its members with a National Veterans Service. This organization, operating out of the Washington,
D.C. office, works through the Post Service Officers and the Department (State) Service Officers to provide assistance to veterans
and their families in making claims for state or federal government veterans’ benefits. The Washington staff also represents
veterans or their families in appeals to the Veterans Administration’s Board of Veterans Appeals. The National Veterans Service
also provides assistance to those veterans who wish to have a change made to their military records or to those who need
guidance in seeking employment.

Two other benefits of VFW membership are the Legislative Program and the National Security and Foreign Affairs
program.

The Legislative staff represents the VEW on Capitol Hill in Washington. All Legislation affecting veterans is reviewed by this
staff and presentations are made to the Congress reflecting the VEW view.

Membership is an important factor in our success on Capitol Hill. When our Legislative team speaks, the senators and
representatives know that they are speaking for over two million VFW members, and they know too that those members and their
families represent well over two million votes at election time. Membership gives us the strength we need to defend and promote
veteran’s interests on Capitol Hill.

The National Security and Foreign Affairs staff monitors our defense programs and reviews our foreign policy positions.
Through statements and position papers, the VEFW viewpoint is expressed on these areas of vital interest to each and every
American. And the VFW viewpoint in these areas is that of the men and women who have gone to foreign lands to defend the
freedoms of our great country.

In summary, membership in the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States provides veterans an opportunity to
continue to serve their country through positive action community service programs, and to receive assistance in securing those
benefits made available to them through their service to their country.

MEMBERSHIP




“The V.F.W. is a
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE U.S.
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KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111
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From Congressional charter granted to
the Veterans of Foreign Wars:

“The purpose of this corporation shall
be fraternal, patriotic, bistorical, and
educational; to preserve and strengthen
comradeship among its members; to
assist worthy comrades; to perpetuate
the memory of our dead and to assist
their widows and orpbans; to maintain
true allegiance to the government of the
United States of America and fidelity
to its constitution and laws; to foster
true patriotism; to maintain and extend
the institution of American freedom and
to preserve and defend the United States
from all ber enemies whomsoever.”

FOUR PRESIDENTS’ OPINIONS

LYNDON B. JOHNSON, 36TH PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES

“The conviction of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars that our heritage of freedom must be
protected is a signal to all your fellow citizens
that courage and commitment continue to be
honored and celebrated.”

JOHN F. KENNEDY, 35TH PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES

“By your magnificent wartime service you
have defended America’s freedom and security.
Today, as veterans, you serve with equal
tenacity, devoting brain and heart to the task
of keeping our country strong.”

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, 34TH
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

“The record of the V.F.W., working today
on behalf of our National Security, adds honor
to your proud tradition of military service in all
parts of the world. As strong defenders of
peace, you exemplify the highest quality of
American citizenship.”

HARRY S TRUMAN, 33RD PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES

“My membership in the V.F.W. has long
been a source of pride and personal satisfaction
because of the high ideals that have been ex-
emplified throughout the lifetime of the V.F.W.
I am sure I speak for all our fellow Americans
in voicing my confident expectation that the
V.F.W. will ever stand in the forefront in un-
selfish devotion to our Nation.”



country overseas in time of emergency.
Eligibility cannot be purchased with
money, power or influence.

Service to disabled and needy veterans
and their dependents is rendered by the
V.F.W. on a nationwide scale by its
Veterans Service. Each year it gains
millions of dollars in benefits for vet-
erans by pressing their claims before the
Veterans Administration.

The band of comradeship is out-
stretched to members no matter in what
part of the country they may be, by
Posts which are always ready to assist
their comrades and families in times of
distress.

Community betterment is a keystone
in the total V.F.W. structure. Working
for the good of all citizens, V.F.W. mem-
bers use this method for putting into
action the precept of the Golden Rule.

Patriotic sentiments are given ex-
pression throth action programs aimed
at stimulating love of country and more
meaningful appreciation of our national
heritage.

Sentry Duty is performed day in and
day out by the V.F.W..Legislative Ser-
vice as it stands guard over veterans rights
and benefits. This Service also presses for
new laws that will liberalize compensa-
tion for the disabled, preserve VA hos-
pitals for veterans only and promote the
security of our country.

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
OF THE UNITED STATES

WHO

HE MEMBERSHIP of the V.F.W. is

made up of men and women who
have served their country honorably in
overseas engagements for which a cam-
paign badge or medal has been autho-
rized by the U.S. Government. No others
may join. There are no honorary mem-
berships.

The V.F.W. believes the veteran is
something special — that the fact they
were selected by their country and com-
mitted to fight to death if necessary, has
put them in a special class. Ong the best
physically, mentally and morally of the
nation’s citizens are selected for this
commitment. It is only natural that
members of this elite group with a com-
mon bond of experience forged in sacri-
fice and danger should band together in
an organization that provides them a
forum for comradeship, a voice for their
aspirations and a tool for their chosen
undertakings.

The V.F.W. is the fastest growing
major veteran organization. Its member-
ship has increased by more than a
quarter million members in the past 15
years and stands at nearly two million.
Most of its 10,000 Posts are located in
the United States but others are in such
places as Germany, Thailand, Okinawa,
Korea, Taiwan, Japan, Guam, the
Marshall Islands, Puerto Rico and one of
the oldest is located in Paris, France.




WHY

By enacting a generous package of
benefits for veterans, the U.S. Congress
has proven the nation’s gratitude to
those who have defended her. But these
benefits didn’t come about automat-
ically. The V.F.W. worked for them.
Among its accomplishments are the
enactment of compensation, pension,
hospital and bonus benefits for World
War I veterans; the GI Bill of Rights for
veterans of World War II, Korea and now
Vietnam. In fact, the V.F.W. has either
initiated or strongly supported every
major veterans’ law now on the books.

While the nation has demonstrated its

atitude to veterans, it is an unhappy
act that, as the memory of war dims
there is always a faction working con-
tinuously to undermine veterans’ bene-
fits. They are alert to any sign of in-
attention so they can make their move.
Time and time again they have tried.
Each time, the V.F.W. has fought them
back. But the organization’s only source
of strength is its membership. Eve
eligible veteran should help protect their
rights by joining the V.F.W.

WHAT

Aside from its legislative activities,
the V.F.W. maintains a nationwide
Veterans Service staffed with medical,
legal and claims experts. It aids all vet-
erans (not members only) in filing claims
for benefits. Through its Communit

Activities, V.F.W. Posts bring to life
their slogan, “Honor the Dead by Help-
infg the Living.” This may take the form
0 pregaring Christmas baskets, conduct-
ing safety seminars, building swimming
pools or irrigating entire farm regions.

dealing with both state and national
organization policy. Those passed by
the Department Convention are intro-
duced for consideration by the National
Convention.

District Conventions—are held to
promote liaison between Posts within
the District.

MONTHLY PUBLICATIONS

V.F.W. Magazine—Goes to every mem-
ber of the Veterans of Foreign Wars as
one of the privileges of membership. It is
a first-class magazine featuring factual
articles of general interest and has won
many prizes for content, make-up and
appearance. The magazine is considered
by those in the publishing trade to be in
a class with the %est appearing on news-

stands.
Washington Action Reporter—Its sub-
scription list includes members of

Congress and Administration and other
government officials concerned with
veterans affairs. It consists of legislative
news, national security and foreign
affairs material and reports on veterans
service, employment and similar issues,
as well as a monthly commentary by
the Commander-in-Chief. Capsulized, its
contents appear each month in V.F.W.
Magazine.

BI-MONTHLY PUBLICATION

PX—Distributed to all Posts, it reports
news of Post activities and provides a
medium for an exchange of ideas be-
tween them. It includes a report from
each National Program Director.

WHY MEN AND WOMEN JOIN THE

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
Membership is a coveted bonor. It is

restricted to those who served their



usually in the latter part of August. The
location is rotated gcographica.lilfl so the
burden of participation can be equally
distributed among members in different
parts of the country. Here National
officers are elected and policy for the
entire organization is written by the
adoption of resolutions. Top leaders
from government, industry and educa-
tion appear as speakers at these conven-
tions and take part in the business
sessions. Many of the nation’s leaders
are bona fide members of the organiza-
tion.

The Washington Conference of Na-
tional Officers and Department Com-
manders—attracts an attendance runnin
into the thousands each year. State an
District leaders of the organization visit
their Congressmen and accompany the
Commander-in-Chief in annual appear-
ances before the House and Senate Vet-
erans Affairs Committees to outline
V.F.W. legislative goals. The annual Con-
gressional Banquet of the V.F.W. is held
during this conference and top officials,
from the President on down, attend.

Regional Conferences—are also held at
least once each year. These regions are
made up of the East, West, South and
the Big Ten. Here Department officers
discuss mutual problems and search for
their solutions. These Conferences are
unofficial cradles of leadership for the
national organization. It is during these
meetings that the members with the
capability and drive to become national
leaders begin to attract the following
that is necessary to elevate them into
positions of leadership.

Department Conventions—are held to
elect state officers and to map out

rograms for the year ahead. Rank and
ile members may introduce resolutions

By Americanism activities, the organiza-
tion seeks to strengthen good citizenship
and an appreciation of the nation’s her-
itage. Egucational materials are dis-
tributed to schools. Loyalty Day and
Veterans Day observances are organized,
radio programs stressing patriotism are
sponsored and subversive influences are
combated. The V.F.W.’s many Youth
Activities are aimed at inculcating in
young people a sense of fair play and
appreciation for their democratic her-
itage. Among these youth programs are
the Voice of Democracy, sponsorships of
Teener baseball teams, Junior Rifle
teams, Boy Scout troops, Junior Bowling
teams and Sons of the V.F.W. Buddy
Poppy sales have been conducted every
year since Memorial Day, 1922, to pro-
vide local Post relief funds, to help de-
fray the cost of operating a nationwide
rehabilitation service, and to support a
National Home for widows and orphans
of members. The National Home at
Eaton Rapids, Mich., has been main-
tained since 1925 to care for the child-
ren of deceased or disabled members of
the V.F.W. The Home is a combination
village and farm where children live in
cottages, each supervised by a house-
mother. Through Lite-A-Bike the Safety
Erogram makes millions of bicycles safer
y application of reflective tape.

HOW

The work of the V.F.W. is carried out
within the framework of an organization
that is democratic from top to bottom.
It includes five different Eﬁvels: Posts,
County, District, Department and Na-
tional. The supreme authoritﬁl is vested
in the National Convention which is held
annually. Officers are elected for a one
year term and, traditionally, do not




succeed themselves.

Between conventions a National
Council of Administration governs the
organization. It is made up of 10 na-
tional officers and representatives from
25 regional districts.

WHEN

Veterans of the Spanish American
War, the Philippine Insurrection of 1899
and the China Relief Expedition of 1900
returned home to a public that had

own indifferent after cheering them
into battle in 1898. Feeling estranged
from the society they had left as boys to
join the army, as men they drew to-
gether into organizations to preserve ties
of comradeship that had been forged in
mutual hardship and danger.

One such group was the American
Veterans of Foreign Service, formed in
Columbus, Ohio on September 29, 1899.
Also in 1899 an organization which
called itself “The Colorado Society,
Army of the Philippines” was founded.
Then, during 1901-1902 in Philadelphia,
Pittsburgh and Altoona, Pa., three other
veterans groups were formed. These
three merged in 1903 and also took the
name of the ‘“American Veterans of
Foreign Service” although there was no
formal connection between them and
the Ohio organization. Such a connec-
tion was made, however, in 1905 when
the Ohio and Pennsylvania organizations
met at Altoona and drew up an agree-
ment of merger.

During the years that followed, the
Army of the Philippines in the West and
the American Veterans of Foreign Ser-
vice in the East expanded rapidly.

It became apparent to the leadership
of both organizations that what they
could do separately they could do more

effectively and on a broader scale to-
gether. They agreed to hold their Na-
tional Encampments together in Denver,

Colo. in 1913. There another merger
took place and the resulting organization
was named “Army of the Philippines,
Cuba and Puerto Rico.”

This name was changed to ‘“Veterans
of Foreign Wars of the United States” at
the 1914 National Encampment in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

WHERE

The National Headquarters of the
V.F.W. is located at 34th & Broadway
in Kansas City, Mo., midway between
downtown and the city’s elegant Plaza
area. The organization owns the 12-
story building which it occupies, and its
150 employees use one-third of the
space. The rest of the building is leased
by a variety of business and professional
groups.

The Legislative, Veterans Service, and
National Security and Foreign Affairs
departments maintain offices in the
V.F.W.’s Washington Memorial Buildin
located on Capitol Hill directly behin
the Supreme Court building witKin a few
blocks of the Capitol and the House and
Senate Office buildings.

CONVENTIONS AND CONFERENCES

The Ties that Bind

With 10,000 Posts scattered around
the world, the Veterans of Foreign Wars
maintains it character as a national
organization through a variety of meet-
ings on different levels.

National Conventions—are held each
year in one of the major U.S. cities,




Cooper T. Holt, Executive Director

VFW Washington Office .

Past Commander-in-Chief :
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the Umted States

Qooper T. Holt, of Silver Spring, Maryland, was appointed Executive Director of
the VFW Washingtox_l Office in August, 1963, at the Nai;ional Convention held in
Seattle, Washington.

The World War II veteran joined VFW Post 1289, Chattanooga, Tennessee, in
1945, after having been a member-at-large for a year. He served as Adjutant of his
Post, Senior Vice Commander and Post Commander. Holt became Commander of the
Third District, Department of Tennessee and successively Department Junior Vice,
Senior Vice and Department Commander. In 1954 he was elected Junior \?ice
Commander-in-Chief; in 1955, Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief; and in 1956, at the
National Convention in Dallas, Texas, became Commander -in-Chief of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars. At 32, Holt was the youngest Commander-in-Chiefin the history of the
organization.

Born in Chattanooga, Tennessee, Holt was educated in the séhools of that city
and later graduated from thé-Edmondson School of Business. I/I/e Jjoined the Army in
1943 and served overseas with Company L of the 164th Infantry. He earned the
Asiatic-Pacific Theatre ribbon, the Solomon Islands campaign battle star the Combat
Infant-ryman’s Badge and the Bronze Star.

Heisa membgr of several civic and fraternal organizations. Mr. and Mrs. Holt, t;{e
former Betf?y Siv_ley, of Chattanooga, have one daughter, Mrs. Gps (Cynthia) Pappas
and one grandson. |

Staff members of the National Legislative, National Veterans Service, National
Security and Foreign Affairs, and other offices of tfie VFW:which require contact with

government officials operate out of the VFW National Memorial Building, located on

Capitol Hill

11/ 85'
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yhoue ihi desliol. = COOPER T. HOLT

February 23, 1989

Stephanie, after looking over
the enclosed material, and if
you are able to absorb it, you

will know as much about the

VFW as I do. ” )



July 14, 1988

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

ﬂOOPER HOLT HONORED BY

MARINE CORPS

HON. G.V.(SONNY) MONTGOMERY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES -

Wednesday, July 13, 1988

© Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker, on July
8, Cooper T. Holt, the executive director of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars and a well-
known veterans' advocate here on Capitol
Hill, was honored by the assistant comman-
dant of the Marine Corps, Lt Gen. Joseph J.
Went, with a reception at the Washington
Navy Yard and an evening parade at the
Marine Barracks. It is a rarity for someone to
be so honored, and it is certainly fitting in this
case. The evening parade at the Marine Bar-
racks is a very impressive and moving cere-
mony. -
Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to bring this
event in Cooper’s honor to the attention of my
colleagues, and it is an opportunity for me to
pay personal tribute to a gentleman who has
worked closely with the Veterans’ Attairs
Committee and the Congress over the years.
The veterans of this Nation have no more
loyal friend and advocate than Cooper Holt.
His integrity, his expertise, his easygoing
manner, his advice, and his ability to gt the
job done are emblazoned in both the doc-
trines of the organization he leads administra-
tively and in the Federal programs for veter-
ans that have been established over the past
four decades. L.l :
Cooper is a decorated veteran of World
War Il. A member of the VFW since 1944, he
held a series of local, State, and national of-
fices in the organization. In 1956, at the age
of 32, he became the youngest commander in
chief the VFW ever elected. That distinction
still holds true. He was appointed executive di-
rector of the VFW Washington office in 1963.
Mr. Speaker, many of my colleagues know
Cooper Holt as a trusted and respected friend
and adviser on matters of importance to the
Nation's veterans and their families. The Con-
gress could not ask for a stronger nor more
beneficial working relationship with the VFW.
| -congratulate Cooper on this latest honor
from the Marine Corps and on a lifetime of
goed works and good will. i
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

FRIDAY MARCH 4

9:00 a.m. By-Law, Manual of Procedure and Ritual Review Committee.............. Warren Room
9:00 a.m. National Council of Administration Time & Place Committee....... Thomas Paine Room
9:00 a.m. National Veterans Service COMMUELEE . ..o ot v viin e enneannnaeans Nathan Hale Room
12:00 noon RegISTration . . vvviiienirrerernennenrserssneennenen Convention Registration Lobby
12:00 noon Conference Office . v v vevveeinee ittt ienrnessonarenasnanas Colorado Room
12:00 noon Adjutant General's Office and Press Headquarters .............ooiiuenin. Idaho Room
SATURDAY MARCHS.
8:00 a.m. PAC — Board of DIf€CtOrS +vvvvvv vt vievetoncrenessntsaersnnses Nathan Hale Room
9:00 a.m. Registration «.vvvviiireniieineiiiinneeeenenenns Convention Registration Lobby
9:00 a.m. Conference Office . . oo v neee i ittt iareeeeesansenassnns Colorado Room
9:00 a.m. Adjutant General's Office and Press Headquarters ........oovvvivnunee... Idaho Room
9:00 a.m. National Veterans Service COmMmMIttee . . v vvvevrnrineneroerosenenons Wisconsin Room
10:30 a.m. Budget and Finance COMMILIEE . oo vvevevnersiorrererereereieennannas Kansas Room
12:00 noon National Awards & Citation COMMILIEE « . v v v vveeneenreeenenennenses Vermont Room
2:00 p.m. National Council of AdminiStration ........cvvieiiniinenereransenn Maryland Suite
5:00 p.m. Catholic Mass . o v vveverruneneseeaennoeroronnnensasneacasseanasees Maryland Suite

SUNDAY MARCH®G

8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:45 p.m.

CathOlIC MasS « v ev v ve e e enee e reasesaanennoosnananasssnss Washington Room
Church Service — Protestant . ... .cvvvvieererverneeeneesensaeassaons Rockville Room
RegiStration « oo v v inivnnerereerenensensencrenenns Convention Registration Lobby
Conference Office v v v vvvvveeniinn ittt riiirrineranrnennasasrenns Colorado Room
Adjutant General's Office and Press Headquarters ............... e Idaho Room
Americanism COMMILLEE « .ot v v ie et reeroneanenanassosesenens Baltimore Room
Civil Service & Employment COMMILEE . .« vvvvveeeerensrereennnnnns Annapolis Room
Life Member COMMULtEE v vvvuv et enrneeietianarannnsenressssees Kennedy Room
National Hospital Commuttee « .o ovvvvennreiesienrreesnneernns Wisconsin Room
National Security & Foreign Affairs Committee ......covvunnennnnn Virginia Suite
Youth Activities COMMILIEE. . oot vvsiiieriieerrveeenasenasnas North Cotillion Room
Buddy Poppy COmmMILtee . ..ot vvererreeeeneeertraeseneennnenisnss Calvert Room
Community Activities COMIMILEE « v+t v ivevererererrrseseeennnannes Baltimore Room
National Legislative Committee ........ovvieieiienieeieiiiinnnen Virginia Suite
POW/MIA COMMItLEE v vvvevvenereneerreneeeecscrensescnanns Washington Room
Safety COMMULEEE . s v vttt ivee et rannnsraoannarsecasenseseansos Annapolis Room
Voice of Democracy COmMMIttEe ... vvvvevrerereerersnsrenannns North Cotillion Room
Public Relations Seminar. . oo vevv v tteieeenerrinnrerrennneasessossss Warren Room
State Commanders — Voice of Democracy Winners Assemble .......... Baltimore Room
Voice of Democracy Reception +.vvuvvieveeinniiieeeneeeansonsseanennses Cotillion
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MONDAY MARCH 7

7:30 d.m. Department Junior & Senior Vice Commanders Breakfast .. ... Baltimore/Annapolis Room
7:30 a.m. National Council of Administration members, Department Commanders’,

Adjutants’ and Quartermasters’ Breakfast.................. Richmond/Arlington Room
8:45 am. General Session ... ..iiii i e i i e i Sheraton Hall
9:00 a.m. Registration .....vviuiiiinnen it iiiii i Convention Registration Lobby
9:00 a.m. . Conference Office . . oo vt in ittt it e inaaes ... Colorado Room
9:00 a.m. Adjutant General’s Office and Press Headquarters ............ccovvuunn... Idaho Room
2:00 p.m. VEW PAC Department Chairmen .....oovvvevineennennnn..., North Cotillion Room

TUESDAY MARCHS

8:45 a.m. NATIONAL AND DEPARTMENT OFFICERS
WILL BOARD BUSSES AT THE 24TH STREET
ENTRANCE OF HOTEL TO ATTEND JOINT
HEARING BEFORE SENATE AND HOUSE
COMMITTEES ON VETERANS AFFAIRS.

9:00 a.m. Registration ......ooiveiiiiiinennneenennnnnnnn. .. .Convention Registration Lobby
9:00 a.m. Conference Office . ..o vt vttt e e cie i Colorado Room
9:00 a.m. Adjutant General’s Office and Press Headquarters ................couvun... Idaho Room
9:30 a.m. | COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF STOCK WILL

PRESENT VFW LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM
TO HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES ON
VETERANS AFFAIRS, ROOM 106, DIRKSEN

SENATE OFFICE BUILDING
6:00 p.m. Reception — General ......oiuiiiniiniiniiiiii it Exhibit Hall A
7:00 p.m. Congressional Banquet. .....ovvviiivieninnevenneenn Sheraton Washington Ballroom
Photo SESSI00 .+ v v vttt e e e e e e Virginia State

with Voice of Democracy winners
immediately following the
Congressional Banquet

ROLL CALLS will be held at the various committee meetings as well as the General Session, Monday morning.
Members receiving expenses to attend the National Conference will be expected to attend their respective
committee meetings and the General Session, Monday, March 7, 1988, Failure to answer roll call will result in a
request to return expense allowance advanced by the National Organization,
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COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF

Il of usinthe Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the United States who are attend-
ing this Mid-Winter Conference in Wash-
ington have a singular opportunity to strike
a blow for our nation’s veterans and its

defense.

By this I mean that all of us should
make every effort to visit the offices
of our Senators and Representatives
to make sure they are aware of just
how we feel on the issues that affect
each one of us as veterans and as men
and women concerned with protect-
ing the nation all of us served so
honorably.

Do not hesitate to buttonhole them
wherever you see them, whether in
their offices, in the corridors of public
buildings here or even in a Washing-
ton restaurant.

In a sense, we are all missionaries
spreading the gospel of veterans'
entitlements and a strong national
defense. We should never lose sight
of this responsibility each one of us
agreed to assume when we became
members of the VFW and when our
comrades charged us with the duties
attached to leadership.

Remember, we fought for the right
to belong to the VFW, and we owe it
to those we left behind on some for-
eign shore to do the best we can.
They would want it that way, and
none of us would betray that con-
fidence.

EARL L. STOCK, JR.

Overall, this has been a good year
so far. But it is up to each one of us to
make it a better one, even better than
last year, so that all of us can say when
we pass the cup to our successors that
we have expended our full measure
of energy, vitality and effort.

Thoughout the United States and
overseas where | have visited, I have
seen with my own eyes the high
esteem in which the Veterans of For-
eign Wars is held. This is a tribute to
each of you comrades and sisters of
the Ladies Auxiliary. By your deeds,
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you have brought our great organiza-
tion to the very summit of honor.

There is no doubt about it. You
comrades and sisters are the very salt
of the earth, and I just wish I could
thank each one of you personally for
the kindnesses you have shown in
this first half of my year.

We have much to be proud of on
all fronts at this mid-point in mem-
bership, program participation and
in legislative achievements.

It has been my privilege to repres-
ent you in meetings with President
Reagan, to whom I presented a copy
of all the resolutions delegates to our
88th National Convention in New
Orleans adopted.

In carrying out my responsibility
as your Commander-in-Chief, I also
made certain that Secretary of State
George P. Shultz and Secretary of
Defense Caspar Weinberger were
aware of our positions on a wide var-
iety of foreign affairs and defense
issues.

From Gen. John Vessey, President
Reagan’s emissary to Vietnam for
prisoners and missing-in-action, I
was fully informed of the progress
being made on this issue, so sensitive
to all of us. '

When the Chinese Communists
brutally suppressed Tibetans demand-
ing freedom for their country, I spoke
out against the reluctance of our own
government to. protest this blatant
suppression of human rights. I con-
trasted this official silence with the
outrage that was expressed when the
South Koreans broke up anti-govern-
ment mobs.

Nevertheless, the leaders of our
government know that the Veterans
of Foreign Wars of the United States
can be counted on to support actions
they have taken in far-flung parts of
the globe to protect our country ‘and

its vital interests.

Certainly, the positive reaction of
this organization to the Navy's role
in the Persian Gulf in protecting the
freedom of navigation there is a case
in point.

One of the most heartening expe-
riences I have had so far was to meet
with President Reagan and VA Ad- .
ministrator Thomas K. Turnage on
the subject of Cabinet status for the
Veterans Administration. .

Shortly after that conference, at
which [ fully apprised the President
of the VFW’s longstanding demand
that the veterans of this nation be
represented at Cabinet meetings, just
as are all the other constituent ele-
ments of our national life, it was most
gratifying that he came out fully in
support of legislation that would
honor veterans in this mannper.

With President Reagan’s blessing,
this legislation passed the House of
Representatives with only 17 dissent-
ing votes.

Since then, the VFW has been in
the forefront of battling for passage
of the bill in the Senate and beating
back some of the most outrageous
attacks it has been my misfortune to
read in so many of the nation’s lead-
ing newspapers.

Almost simultaneously, all the bile
some of the nation’s leading editorial
writers are capable of rose to the sur-
face. It was apparent from many of
their comments that the target was
not an individual bill but veterans and
their entitlements themselves.

For years we have been warning

‘against anti-veteran elements in our

nation’s public life. Some may have
thought we exaggerated. If anyone

-would take even a cursory look at this

Niagara of bilge, he would realize we
have been telling it like it really is.

Let there be no doubt. The big
business interests that influence much
of the editorial opinion in this coun-
try would just as soon see the Vete-
rans Administration wiped out and
its functions taken over by private,
profit-making companies.

Well, we will not let that happen,
because we are more than 2 million
strong. When we get stirred up,




nothing can stop us.

But never forget that membership
is still the name of the game, and if
ever there were a time when even
more and more eligible veterans must
be recruited into the VFW, it is now.
Without continuing, solid growth,
we may in the future be hard-pressed
to defear these anti-veteran forces.

So we do have our work cut out for
us from now to the time when we
meet again in Chicago for the 89th
National Convention. I have every
confidence that each one of you and
all our other members will rise to the
occasion to demonstrate that we have
done our best "For America, What-
ever It Takes.”

AsImentioned, this year so far has
been a thrilling and inspiring expe-
rience. For making my task easier, I
must thank Sr. Vice Commander-in-
Chief Larry W. Rivers; Jr. Vice
Commander-in-Chief Wally Hogan;
Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander
Clute, Jr.; Quartermaster Gen. Herb
Irwin and Washington Office Execu-
tive Director Cooper T. Holt and
their staffs in Kansas City and
Washington.

A few days after
visiting in the Oval
Office with
Commander-in-
Chief Earl L. Stock
and Executive
Director Cooper T.
Holt, of the VFW
Washington Office,
President Reagan
announced his
support for
legislation that would
elevate the Veterans
Administration to
cabinet level.
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ADJUTANT GENERAL

Welcome to our Washington Conference
W of Department Commanders and
National Officers. Once again we have
come to our nation’s capital to deliver a
message from andin supportof America’s
defenders, both past and present.

Our Commander-in-Chief, Earl L.
Stock, Jr., will deliver that message in
strong terms to the joint U.S. Senate
and House of Representatives Vete-
rans Affairs Committees. This year’s
appearance is especially vital because
it will address the pending elevation
of the VA Administrator to Cabinet
status, thus ensuring that the devel-
opment of national policy and the
delivery of federal programs achieve
the highest possible coordination,
efficiency and priority for veterans
and their dependents.

Although your National Headquar-
ters, located in the the middle of met-
ropolitan Kansas City, Mo., in Amer-
ica's Heartland, is a house of divided
responsibility, it has but a single
mission—to serve the needs of Amer-
ica’s defenders. Through selfless sac-
rifice, they preserved the nation. They
are the veterans and their families.

Our 12-story brick and steel build-
ing, constructed circa 1925, was re-
modeled and modernized in the early
1970s and has kept pace with the
newer structures that now dot the
Kansas City skyline. We—you and I
and all of us who make up the VFW's

HowARD E. VANDER CLUTE, JR:

2.1 million members—own that real
estate, as well as our gleaming white
marble five-story building on Capitol
Hill here in Washington. Over 60%
of the available office space in both
locations is devoted to the VFW.
Our staff division refers to the two
distinctly different responsibilities
addressed at our headquarters. The
Quartermaster General, whose report
appears elsewhere in this publica-
tion, along with his staff, administers
VEW Insurance Programs and the
Emblem and Supply Department and
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has full authority over fiscal and
accounting functions.

The office of the Adjutant General
oversees the day-to-day administra-
tion, the implementation of our
natjonally-sponsored community and
youth-oriented programs, our annual
Buddy Poppy sale, Membership and
Post Development and monitors the
operation of the Washington Office
with all its highly complex lobbying
activities and its interface with agen-
cies of the federal government.

With 32 consecutive years of mem-
bership growth behind us (a record
unmatched by any other major vete-
rans’ organization) and with a rapidly
dwindling veteran population ahead
of us, membership recruiting has
become hxghly sophisticated. While
other veterans’ organizations have been
enjoying unencumbered success with
direct-mail solicitation without re-
quiring documentation of eligibility,
we, on the other hand, have con-
tinued our membership campaigns
by adhering strictly to our National
By-Laws. They require proof of
honorable service and award of an
acceptable campaign medal. Thus, we
have maintained a high level of
credibility.

The credibility of our recruiting
efforts has protected the integrity of
our wartime overseas service veteran
memberships. That integrity has
translated into our legislative tri-
umphs over the years on issues such
as educational and employment ad-
vantages for members of the U.S.
Armed Services who have performed
honorably. Testimony delivered be-
fore Congress by our National Offic-
ers and professional staff in support
of veteran entitlemment legislation,
military pay and benefits and issues
affecting the national security and
cotnmon defense of the United States

has been commonplace throughout
our 89 years of existence.
What is needed now, if we are to
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continue our growth, is a longrange | our By-Laws (currently under way),a
membership marketing strategy that | reassessment of parts of our mem-
should include a study and revision of | bership criteria, establishment of such
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demographics of our organization as
will serve to assist us in determining
precisely what is appealing about
membership in our organization and
the launching of a comprehensive
many-faceted public relations pro-
gram.

We have the resources. We have a
membership of men and women
who have pride in their service. We
have a proud record of accomplish-
ment, not only in serving the veteran
and his family, but in serving the
needs of the communities where
Posts and Auxiliaries are located.
Yes, we have the human and finan-
cial resources to dedicate to future
expansion, and we have the determi-
nation as well.

That determination is represented
by our leadership. Our Commander-
in-Chief, Earl L. Stock, Jr., is a man of
integrity. He has a farming, business
and publicadministration background
and was an airborne infantryman
with a combat service record. He is
dedicated to leading our organization
in 1987-88. Larry Rivers, our Senior
Vice Commander-in-Chief, was a
Marine Corps officer with combat
service in Vietnam and is a successful
attorney. He is devoted to serving his
Commander-in-Chief to ensure our
33rd consecutive year of growth.
Wally Hogan, our Junior Vice Com-
mander-in-Chief and a Korean vete-
ran amputee, completes the support-
ing cast of National Officers who
have been called upon to serve and to
lead by and through the admiration
and respect of their comrades and the
democratic selection procedure of our
National Conventions.

As I continue to serve this great
and wonderful organization, please
permit me to acknowledge the excel-
lent working relationship that [ enjoy
with Quartermaster Gen. Herb Irwin,
our chief fiscal and accounting officer,
and all our staff, both in our Wash-
ington Office and our Kansas City
National Headquarters.

Enjoy your Washington Confer-
ence and put to good use all the
insights associated with it when you
return home.

WASHINGTON CONFERENCE
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QUARTERMASTER GENERAL

n October 1987, theincome and expense
budget was adopted by the National
Council of Administration. Total income is
projected at $19,674,311 and expenses at

$19,672,687.

Income for this year is expected to
be only about $100,000 higher than
actual income last year. Interest af-
fecting VFW investments continues
to be unpredictable. Interest rates are
expected to remain at a lower level
than past years, which could result in
income from this source showing lit-
tle increase. Membership dues in-
come continues to be the largest
source of income for the National
Headquarters with a budget of
$8,982,558 for the current year. The
Emblem and Supply Department net
income and VFW Magazine advertis-
ing income are budgeted at approxi-
mately last year’s actual. It is antici-
pated that the Insurance Programs
net income will realize an approxi-
mate 2.5% increase.

On the expense side, most increases
are due to inflation. However, this
year, partially due to the increasingly
difficult challenge of maintaining the
trend of over three decades of contin-
uous membership growth, the Mem-
bership Department’s budget has been
increased over last year's actual by
48% to approximately 2.5 million
dollars. Other programs, such as Post
Development that deal directly with
membership growth, have similarly

HERBERT W. |IRWIN

proportioned budget increases.

The VFW continues to serve our
nation’s veterans. New ideas and
methods are constantly being insti-
tuted which, simply stated, cost money.
If we finish this year with a surplus,
and I think that we will, it will be the
26th consecutive year that we have
met the demands of growth and
inflation and still had a surplus.

Cost increases over the past years
have normally caused a dues increase
every four years. If we do not have a
dues increase at the 1988 Conven-
tion, and none is being proposed at

8 WASHINGTON CONFERENCE

this time, next year will be our elev-
enth consecutive year without a dues
increase. Since our last increase in
1978 of $1.00 amounted to about
289%, this means that over the eleven-
year period, the increase has amounted
to only 2.5% a year. Thus, by prudent
management of our income and ex-
pense, we are operating well below
the inflation rate during these years.
In 1978, our National dues repres-
ented 74% of our total income; pres-
ently they are only 46%. This dem-
onstrates the importance of our out-
side income (Supply Department,
interest, Insurance Programs and
other sources) to our overall financial
operations.

One of our major goals is to offer
“member benefits” to our members
at a reasonable and attractive cost and
give them something that will make
it advantageous to be a member. We
now have nine VFW group insurance
programs, a prescription drug pro-
gram, a discount buying service and a
travel program available to our mem-
bers. Details of these programs are
available in the Commander’s Guide-
book. We urge you to acquaint your-
selves with these programs but do
not expect you to know all the answers.
In your guidebook, you will find toll-
free numbers which you may call or
to whichyou may refer your members
for information. Our member benefit
programs have been carefully selected.
It is our hope that they will enhance
the image of the VFW to our members
and provide an attractive benefit to
retain members and to get new mem-
bers. Please help us pass the word
that these programs are optional and
cost the members nothing unless
they elect to participate. If an indi-
vidual member can find a more at-
tractive value some place else, of
course, we encourage him or her to
do so. We have never asked our
members to support our “member

benefit” program in order to support
the VEW, and no cost of these pro-
grams is involved in our dues structure.

The underwriter of our insurance
programs is North American Life
and Casualty and its subsidiary, Pre-
ferred Life Insurance Company of
New York. NALAC presently fur-
nishes to members in good standing
(provided the member fills out and
returns his or her beneficiary form) a
$1,000 No-Cost Accident Insurance
Plan. Last year, we added an addi-
tional $1,500 No-Cost coverage which
is paid in the event of a loss due to a
covered accident that occurs while a
member is a fare-paying passenger
on any public conveyance while tra-
veling to or from, or while attending,
any VFW-sponsored event—whether
it’s a Post, District, Department or
National event. Members who have
the coverage are then offered an
opportunity to add additional acci-
dent insurance at an attractive rate.
Presently, nearly eight of every ten
members (over 1.6 million) have
elected to take advantage of the No-
Cost insurance by simply mailing the
beneficiary form to National Head-
quarters.

Most Commanders are exerting
their very best efforts to set new
records in each of their programs:
membership, new Posts, and service
to veterans and the community. These
programs are all of utmost impor-
tance to the continued growth and
success of the organization. Gains in
these areas are better accomplished if

. you operate from a sound financial

base; making your year a financial
success should also be one of your
most important goals.

The prospects for 1987-88 are that
we will have another good financial
year. The success of our many pro-
grams and projects reflects enchusi-
asm and hard work throughout the
VFW. We are all grateful to those
who have contributed to our progress
by prudent handling of the fiscal
activities of their units at all levels.




Life Membership

Life Membership in the Veterans
of Foreign Wars continues to be a
popular option for those who are
already annual members of the or-
ganization and new members as well.
A by-law amendment adopted at the
1986 National Convention allows for
new members to be signed up as Life
Members without first having to be a
paid-up annual member. The enact-
ment of this amendment eliminated
the member in good-standing require-
ment which had been a part of the
Life Member Program since inception.

Also in 1986 the option of paying
the Life Member fee by charge card
was introduced. Visa and Mastercard
are now accepted as a payment method
for the Life Member fees which
range from $50 to $200, depending
on age. More than 3,000 veterans
have selected this convenient pay-
ment alternative in order to become
Life Members of the VFW.

Even though Life Memberships
have been available for 37 years,
more than 200,000, or a third of the

total, have been processed in the last
five years alone. It is now simpler
than ever before to become a Life
Member. The fee structure is such
that in most cases the Life Member
benefits financially. Overall, the VFW
is better off with Life Members so
more time can be devoted to com-
munity programs and our other goals.

Not only is Life Membership the
“bargain of a lifetime” for the indi-
vidual, VFW Posts and Departments
are also enthusiastic about the pro-
gram, The annual dues paid from the
Life Member fund have been increased
in recent years to provide benefit to
all levels of the organization. The
increased dues payout since 1982 has
resulted in an additional $10 million
paid to Posts, Departments and the
National Organization over and above
that amount required by the by-laws.
These additional funds are available
because of prudent management by
the Board of Trustees and favorable
investment experience.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP FUND
Cash Receipts and Disbursements
January 1, 1951—December 31, 1987

Fees Collected ... ..ot $ 76,639,649

Income From Investments. .....overeoeneeennnnnnnnn. 54,775,228

Total o $131414,877

Investment and CashinBank .........covvvennnnn.... 8 76457977

Disbursements:

Admin. Exp............ $ 2,121,359
Dues Paid............. 52,835,541

$54956900 ..., 54,956,900

Total oo $131414877

Since 1951, fees have been collected on 678,837 Life Members. There are
now 106,458 deceased and inactive, leaving a total of 572,379 active Life
Members. In 1987 Life Members increased by 50,163, compared with 44,471
in 1986, and 44,387 in 1985. Fees collected in 1987 amounted to $6,301,427.
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WASHINGTON OFFICE

elcome to your nation’s capital. |
hope your stay will be a pleasant

and productive one.

While at the Washington Confer-
ence, you should visit with your
Representatives and Senators. Only
through such visits will your elected
officials know where you and the
VFW stand on issues of concern to
our veterans and their families.

When you visit Capitol Hill, you
should emphasize to your Represen-
tatives and Senators the information
contained in the 1988 Legislative and
Security Priority Goals for the Vete-
rans of Foreign Wars.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars of
the United States, of which each of us
is a proud part, has a vital role to play
in the maintenance of proper veteran
programs. It is one of seeing to it that
our nation does all that it should
properly do for that group of citi-
zenry called veterans. I believe the
VFW and Congress have a clear
mandate from the people in that
regard.

Your VFW does not and will not
forget those who labored mightily in
this nation’s cause, who suffered in its
defense and who became disabled in
its preservation.

I wish to confine my remarks in
this report to a subject that should be
of particular concern to all VFW
members. | speak of veterans’ pro-
grams. We who work in veterans’
affairs need to remind ourselves of

ExecuTIVE DIRECTORCOOPERT. HOLT

our special responsibilities.
Simply stated, we assure that this

nation always goes an extra mile to,

assist veterans who need a helping
hand, as well as their widows and
their orphans.

In my opinion, veterans have been
uppermost in the minds of our friends
in Congress during the 100th Session.

They have tried to maintain a
steady vigil over veterans’ programs
while at the same time meeting their
fiscal responsibilities to the nation.

Let's see what Congress has ac-
complished with the strong support

10 WASHINGTON CONFERENCE

of our VFW.

First and foremost, we are now
closer than ever before in realizing
the VFW's longtime priority goal of
elevating the Veterans Administra-
tion to a federal department. Through
our tireless efforts, the House of
Representatives has overwhelmingly
passed legislation which would make
the VA Administrator a member of
the President’s Cabinet; similar legis-
lation has been introduced in the
United States Senate. Already, we
have been successful in persuading
the Senate to hold a hearing on this
key issue, and we will be intensifying
our efforts to advance this long over-
due legislation.

Twice in the 100th Congress, the
VFW and its friends in the Congress
rescued the Veterans Administration
Home Loan Guaranty Program from
being shut down. On both occasions,
this popular program had reached its
mandatory funding limit and legisla-
tion was needed to raise the cap so
the VA could continue to guarantee
loans. Well, we were successful and
the funding cap was raised. Veterans
were able to realize the American
dream of homeownership. The VFW
also was crucial in staving off an
attempt to increase the home loan
origination fee and, in fact, was
instrumental in assuring that the fee
would not be increased over the next
two years. At.the VEW’s urging, the
Congress also revised the formula
used by the Veterans Administration
to guarantee loans. This new formula
should afford more lower-income
veterans the opportunity of home-
ownership and allow a greater number
of veterans to purchase homes in
high cost-of-living areas.

Your VFW is proud of its efforts in
supporting legislation which made
permanent the peacetime GI Bill.
This veterans’ educational and read-
justment program is also touted as
being dollar for dollar the Armed
Forces’ best recruitment and reten-
tion device in existence today. This

outstanding program, now known as
the Montgomery GI Bill, was renamed
in tribute to its author, House Vete-
rans’ Affairs Committee Chairman
G.V. (Sonny) Montgomery. Recog-
nizing the program’s unquestionable
merit, the VFW was relentless in
pursuing enactment of this legislation.

Your VFW continued to chip
away at Gramm-Rudman-Hollings
by urging the Congress to exempt the
Veterans Administration Home Loan
Guaranty Program from automatic
across-the-board budget cuts. Our
friends in Congress listened to us
when we explained this action was
only logical inasmuch as the loan
guaranty program does not require
direct federal outlays.

In the closing weeks of the fitst
session of the 100th Congress, legis-
lation was sent to the President pro-
viding for a 4.2% cost-of-living ad-
justment for veterans drawing com-
pensation for service-connected dis-
abilities. This increase was effective
Dec. 1, 1987, and reflected in monthly
checks in March of 1988.

The final days of the first session
of the 100th Congress also found the
Congress having approved and the
President having signed into law leg-
islation which significantly amends
and improves the VA Home Loan
Guaranty Program. The new law, the
Veterans Housing Rehabilitation and
Program Improvement Act of 1982,
revises the formula used by the Vete-
rans Administration to guarantee
loans, as well as providing a variety of
other features designed to continue
and improve this popular ongoing
program.

Finally, legislation was sent to the
President which extends for six
months the application deadline for
the Veterans’ Job Training Act. This
program has placed more than 57,000
veterans in jobs.

In working with the Congress dur-
ing the first session of the 100th
Congress, your VEW was able to get
many of its objectives passed by the
House and Senate. As the second ses-
sion convened, however, the bulk of
these victories was still tied up in the
conference committee awaiting the
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House and Senate to iron out their
differences. Your VFW will be moni-
toring closely the conferees’ actions
on legislation to compensate vete-
rans exposed to radiation during nu-
clear-weapons testing and during the
U.S. occupation of Nagasaki and
Hiroshima as a result of World War
1L, as well as legislation providing for
continuing efforts to resolve the Agent
Orange controvetsy. The House and
Senate have passed bills which would
add several new diseases to the list of
presumptive disabilities associated
with the prisoner-of-war experience
and legislation which would provide
in varying degrees drug and AIDS
testing within the Veterans Adminis-
tration.

Still pending action by either the
House or Senate are several bills of
particular interest to the VFW. We
will be doing whatever it takes to see
the placement of the Congressionally
approved Korean War Memorial near
the Mall area where it so rightly
belongs. We also will be laboring to
see a statue of a woman Vietnam
veteran placed at the Vietnam Vete-
rans Memorial to complete this most
revered site. The VFW also will be
urging swift action by the Congress
to increase the burial allowance for
certain veterans, increase payments
to state-run veterans’ homes and
provide increased funding for adap-
tive housing.

Of course, as the Congress starts
deliberation on the FY "89 budger,
the VFW will be in the forefront
promoting a realistic funding level
which will not only provide the VA
with the resources to continue its
high level of health care but allow the
VA to prepare for the ever-increasing
demand on the total VA system.

Many challenges still lie ahead, but
with the continued help and hard
work of the VFW, we will meet them
head on and emerge victorious because
as Earl Stock, our great Commander-
in-Chief, has said on so many occa-
sions: "We in the VFW will do what-
ever it takes for America’s veterans.”
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ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

he volume and scope of duties and

responsibilites assigned to Admin-
istrative Services are ever-expanding and
changing. These include assisting the Adj-
utant General and Assistant Adjutant Gen-
eral-Administration inthe day-to-day admin-
istrative functions of the organization.

Department budgets and financial
reports of each Department’s finan-
cial operation are reviewed and mon-
itored for compliance with the Nat-
ional By-Laws.

One of the most important historic-
al documents of a Post is its official
charter. Once a Post is instituted, it
becomes the responsibility of Admi-
nistrative Services to correspond with
the newly formed Post to insure that
the official charter is engrossed cor-
rectly and issued as expeditiously as
possible. Complete and accurate re-
cords are maintained on microfilm to
facilitate the preparation of a replace-
ment charter should the original be-
come lost or destroyed.

Section 209 of the National By-
Laws provides the authority and pro-
cedure for two or more Posts to con-
solidate. When this occurs, Adminis-
trative Services initiates the necessary
paper work to correct the records at
National Headquarters to reflect the
consolidation, and a Certificate of
Charter is engrossed and issued recit-
ing the facts of the consolidation.

Upon receipt of a written request

DIRECTOR JOHN J. SENK JR.

for a Life Membership Perpetual
Charter, the membership records are
reviewed to verify that the Post has
the requisite 25 Life Members. Once
the membership figures are verified,
a charter number is assigned and the
Life Membership Perpetual Charter
is prepared and mailed to Depart-
ment Headquarters for presentation.

Administrative Services has been
assigned the responsibility of pro-
cessing requests, preparing applica-
ble orders and maintaining perman-
ent files for the Adjutant General on
all suspension and cancellation actions.
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It is Administrative Services’ duty to
keep the Adjutant General apprised
of any and all corrective actions taken
during periods of suspension to return
the Post to good working order.
The complexity of doing business
in today’s society is ever-expanding,
and the realities of ever-increasing
litigiousness of people today call for
steps to be taken to protect the indi-
vidual members of Posts. In order to
accomplish this, we strongly urge
each and every Post to incorporate in
compliance with Section 708 of the
National By-Laws and in accordance
with the laws of the state in which it
is located. The Director of Adminis-
trative Services works closely with

the Assistant Adjutant General-Ad- -

ministration in reviewing and pro-
cessing Articles of Incorporation for
consideration by the Commander-in-
Chief. After Articles of Incorporation
have been reviewed by the Com-
mander-in-Chief, it is necessary for
the Posts to file the approved incor-
poration papers with the agency of
their state government having juris-
diction.

More and more Posts are realizing
the need to adopt Post by-laws and
club rules in order to handle properly
individual problems that arise. The
National By-Laws provide that the
Commander-in-Chief must review all
By-Laws or amendments to existing
By-Laws before they become effec-
tive. The Director of Administrative
Services again works closely with the
Assistant Adjutant General-Adminis-
tration in reviewing Post by-laws and
club rules to insure that no conflict
with National By-Laws exists, and
the documents are in proper form for
review by the Commander-in-Chief.

A travel department was estab-
lished at National Headquarters, ad-

ministered by the Director of Admi-
nistrative Services. The establishment
of this department has insured the
lowest possible airfares for anyone
traveling on VFW business or per-
sonal pleasure. The toll-free number
was announced in the Member Benefit
Handbook to enable the entire mem-
bership to take advantage of our
VFW Travel Services.

The goal of Administrative Servi-
ces and the entire administrative staff
is to serve the needs of our member-
ship better and to allow the VFW to
continue “For America ... Whatever
It Takes™.
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AMERICANISM

W ould you like to help your country
and help yourself at the same time?

'Of course you would. The United States

government has provided you with a nearly
perfect way to do just that by helping it pay
its bills and at the same time give a good
return on your money.

This miraculous, magical money
management method isn’t magical at
all. It is the U.S. Savings Bonds pro-
gram. And it’s available to you. You
may make over-the-counter purchases
of these bonds at most banks and
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other savings institutions.

One of the most painless ways to
save money and get involved in this
program is through the U.S. Savings
Bonds Payroll Savings Plan. If you
are employed by a company, firm or
organization with a payroll savings
plan, and you are enrolled, you have
taken a major step toward financial
security. If not, join as soon as possi-
ble or you will be missing out on an
excellent opportunity to give assist-
ance to your country and provide for
your future financial security.

U.S. Savings Bonds are the most
secure way for average Americans to
save money. After all, the complete
weight of the United States of Amer-
ica stands behind each and every
bond.

In addition to the security provided
by the U.S. Savings Bonds, they earn
a highly competitive interest rate.
Currently the yield is 7.17%. This
makes them painless, secure and
profitable. Not a bad combination.

That they are well thought of is
evidenced by the $10.3 billion worth
of Savings Bonds purchased by Amer-
icans lastyear. That, plus the fact cthat
as of last Nov. 30, the value of Sav-
ings Bonds held by Americans was
more than $100 billion dollars, the
most ever, makes their popularity
quite clear.

As of this writing, we are not
doing so well in the Americanism
program as I had hoped we would.
Only three Departments have reached
the 1009 plateau. All indications are
favorable, however, and I expect the
situation to be improved vastly before
the end of the administrative year.
We must congratulate the District of
Columbia, South Dakota and Utah
for being the first to reach this
coveted goal.

In the conference race, the Big Ten
leads by nearly nine percentage points.
The West is just a little over four
percentage points ahead of the South,
and the East, firmly entrenched in
fourth place, is providing a strong
foundation.

The VFW and its Ladies Auxiliary
must continue their good works in
Americanism, because there is still a
need for strong patriotic thinking in
this nation. And, as usual, the VFW
and its Ladies Auxiliary must con-
tinue to provide Americans of all
ages with the tools, education and
guidance necessary to keep America
free. We must and we shall meet the
challenge issued by our Commander-
in-Chief through his theme FOR
AMERICA, WHATEVER IT TAKES.

CHAIRMAN PAUL R. PHILLIPS, JR.
DIRECTOR RAYMOND N. PRICE
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BuUDDY POPPY

he Veterans of Foreign Wars has a

proud record of being “For America,
Whatever It Takes” through service to the
disabled, needy veterans and their fami-
lies. Without that service, we would no
longer be able to justify our existence.

Whether it be assistance offered
through Department Service Offic-
ers, or just a Christmas basket in a
small town, the Buddy Poppy looms
large in the service work of the VFW.

The first nationwide sale of Buddy
Poppies in 1922 was established as “a
means of providing a relief fund for
local Veterans of Foreign Wars Posts
to meet distress cases among disabled
soldiers” and as "“a means of extend-
ing the machinery of the VFW for
national relief service to returned
soldiers.”

After more than 65 years, the sale
of Buddy Poppies continues to enjoy
public support and respect. Very few
fund-raising activities can match that
record, and almost none has survived
without a change in its basic purpose
ot form of solicitation.

The continuous success of these
sales has not been accidental. Even
with increased veterans’ entitlements
expanded public charities and a more
affluent society, areas of service to
disabled and needy veterans remain
which can and must be provided
through the efforts of dedicated and

CHAIRMAN DOMINIC ROMANO
DIRECTOR THOMAS L. KISSELL

concerned volunteers. The income
derived from the sale of Buddy Pop-
pies makes it possible to fund and
carry out some of those sorely needed
projects.

During this more than a half-
century, our VFW Comrades and Sis-
ters of the Ladies Auxiliary, working
in their Posts and at other levels,
have purchased for resale more than
a half billion Buddy Poppies. Vast
numbers of manhours of volunteer
work—so vast they cannot be esti-
mated—have been contributed to the
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sales which have provided millions of
dollars for specific purposes that
assist disabled and needy veterans,
their families and widows and vete-
rans’ orphans.

Your main source of assistance in
Department Buddy Poppy promo-
tion is your VFW and Auxiliary Dis-
trict and County Chairmen. They are
the people who can make the per-
sonal contacts and give individual aid
to the Posts and Auxiliaries. They can
do the job for you, but they must be
given guidance and instructions. They
must be kept informed of the sale’s
progress.

Your Department Quartermaster
or Poppy Chairman can help keep
the District or County Chairmen
working by providing them with cur-
rent information about Post orders
for Poppies as they are received.
Where orders have not been received
or appear to be small, the District
Chairman can make a personal contact.

Work with your Auxiliary. Its
members are full partners in the
Buddy Poppy effort and should be
treated as such.

If you have confidence in your own
leadership and a strong feeling of
pride in your own Department, we
suggest the following goals:

sThe biggest Poppy sale in the
history of your Deparrment;

mA sale by every Post and Auxil-
iary in your Department, and ]

wThe greatest percentage gain of
any Department in the VFW.

If there is a secret to our success, it
is in the proper organizing and plan-
ning of the sale, the enthusiasm of
our Poppy workers and the careful
handling of the proceeds of the sale.

The members of the National
Buddy Poppy Committee and the
National Buddy Poppy Department
stand ready to help in every way

possible.

The present network of VEFW
Veterans Service Offices in every
state and the National Veterans Ser-
vice in Washington, D.C,, is a direct
outgrowth of the Buddy Poppy pro-
gram and the sale of Buddy Poppies.
Today it is still the largest source of
revenue for this activity. In addition,
the memory and history of our dead
is perpetuated through the wearing
of the Buddy Poppy.

Our achievements over the past 65
years have justified our Poppy sales
to us and to an informed public. The
1986-87 sale totaled more than 16.5
million, but we have not yet reached
enough people. Only a fraction of the
general public has been informed of
the value of its contributions to the
Buddy Poppy program, and only a
portion has been given the opportun-
ity to buy a Poppy. Your help is
needed to expand this important
project.

Each year, during February and
March, the National Buddy Poppy
Department mails to each Post Com-
mander and Auxiliary President a
Buddy Poppy Promotional Kit which
contains information needed to carry
out a successful sale. We can provide
the material to work with, but we
cannot supply the spark that makes it
work. This is the job of the Depart-
meant, District and County Council.

You are their chosen leader and
presumably command their confi-
dence. Your Department Chairman
has been selected by you for his lead-
ership, interest in the program and
ability tocommunicate. The results in
your Department depend more than
anything else upon efforts within the
Department.



CIVIL SERVICE & EMPLOYMENT

he character of our nation’s work
- forceis projectedtoundergo dramatic
changes within the next ten years. Wide-
spread urbanization and universal educa-
tion will add 600 million new job seekers to
the world labor force. These workers wiill
travel across international boundaries
seeking employment. The envisioned mi-
gration of better-educated, foreign job
seekers has ledthe Department of Laborto
estimate that 80% of the net addition to our
future labor force will be immigrants. In-
creased participation of women and mi-
norities in the labor force is also predicted.
Workers may expectto change jobs five to
six times during their working career.

Service-producing industries gen-
erated almost all of the economy’s
new jobs in the last 25 years. The
shift to services has led to smaller
industries creating the majority of
these new jobs and a greater demand
for parct-time workers. The work
week of the future will average ap-
proximately 35 hours and the aver-
ageage of the work force will increase
to 39 years. Wages will be less equally
distributed. _

The job shift to the service sector
also will require a higher level of edu-
cation with a premium on analytical,
conjunctive and reasoning skills. The
average worker-required education is
predicted to rise to 13.5 years.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars of
the United States, in response to

. Department of Labor work force pro-
jections, adopted at the 88th National
Convention Resolution 790 entitled
Veterans’ Vocational Training and
Retraining Program. The Civil Ser-
vice and Employment Committee, in
coordination with the Legislative
Committee, has designated the dev-
elopment of this program as a Prior-
ity Legislative Goal for Fiscal Year
88.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars'
Washington Office staff has vigor-

ously pursued establishing a national
forum to discuss the employment
and training needs of veterans now
and in the future. As of this writing,
the Secretary of Labor Employment
Committee has directed that this
forum be conducted in Washington,
D.C,, during April, 1988. It is hoped
that this program will produce the
necessary program modifications and
legislative action to fulfill our vete-
rans’ employment needs.

With the changes that are occur-
ring within the labor force, we also
find increased pressure being exerted
upon continuation of veterans’ pref-
erence. The Civil Service and Employ-
ment Committee conducted an in-
formal survey of state veterans’ pre-
ference laws. Of the 30 responses
only one replied that veterans’ pref-
erence was nonapplicable within that
state. Thirteen states indicated that
serious consideration is being given
to modification or elimination of
veterans’ preference.

Nationally, we continue to defend
aggressively veterans’ preference in
all federal agencies, their programs
and policies. In accordance with Reso-
lution 699, the Commander-in-Chief
has written to several federal agency
heads, including the federal executive

boards, concerning federal veterans’
programs. When the Air Forcedirec-
tor of civilian personnel implied dur-
ing an interview that “veterans’ pref-
erence impeded his ability to recruit
the best and the brightest,” he expres-
sed a feeling that is becoming pre-
dominant in today’s federal govern-
ment. In response to this inap-
propriate comment, the Commander-
in-Chief called for an immediate re-
traction of the statement. The director
responded to the Commander-in-
Chief by saying that he “will strictly
adhere to veterans’ preference law.”

The Office of Personnel Manage-
ment again has expressed its com-
mitment to “enforcing the veterans’
preference laws of the civil service.”
Our effort must be to ensure that the
intent of veterans’ preference is under-
stood and that the law is complied
with.

The discussion of veterans’ prefer-
ence is never complete without a
comment concerning the Validity Gen-
eralization (VG) concept utilized by
the United States Employment Ser-
vice. Veterans of Foreign Wars Reso-
lution 611 opposes implementation
of VG and calls for an in-depth
review of how this progam affects
veterans, particularly disabled vete-
rans. The Department of Labor has
entered into a contract with the
National Academy of Sciences (NAS)
to conduct such an analysis. NAS is to

CHAIRMAN NORMAN G. STAAB

SPECIAL ASSISTANT FOR EMPLOYMENT
ROBERT L. JONES

render an interim report in the near
future with a final report due the end
of the 1988 calendar year.

The Assistant Secretary, Veterans
Employment and Training, believes
current VG program guidelines are
“sufficient to ensure veterans’ prefer-
ence is applied in publicemployment
service programs and, therefore, there
is no need to suspend VG testing,”
The National Civil Service and Em-
ployment Committee in the absence
of scientific proof that veterans con-
tinue to receive preferential service,
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personal observation of the program
and input from our Department em-
ployment officers cannot accept VG
as an Employment Service referral
tool.

The United States Postal Service,
in a response to a Veterans of For-
eign Wars inquiry concerning Open
Testing Experiment (OPTEX), as-
sured that OPTEX does not abrogate
existing rights under present employ-
ment procedures. An analysis of vete-
rans’ preference requirements was
conducted to ensure that the system
appropriately complied with those
requifements.

All individuals entitled to 10-point
preference are scheduled for testing
in accordance with the law. In the
Postal Service, the custodial positions
of cleaner, custodian and laborer are
filed in accordance with the law. The
other reserved positions no longer
exist in the Postal Service.

OPTEX was designed to ensure
that it would not result in any loss of
hiring opportunities for five-point
veterans and other groups. The Pos-
tal Service fully expects that the
number of five-point veterans hired
pursuant to OPTEX will mirror the
results which would have been ob-
tained under existing procedures. The
Postal Service fully intends to moni-
tor OPTEX to ensure that it lives up
to expectations. The Washington Of-
fice staff will continue to monitor this
program.

In addition, the USPS is develop-
ing regulations to implement a new
program for hiring of severely handi-
capped individuals and will issue
instructions within the near future to
reinstate their non-competitive ap-
pointment program for individuals
with disabilities and develop a pro-
gram of targeted disabilities that will
be automatically eligible for plan.

In addition, the instructions will
contain a provision that State Voca-
tional Rehabilitation Agencies and
the Veterans Adminstration Voca-
tional Rehabilitation Office will be
able to certify that severely handi-
capped individuals cannot take the
standard USPSentrance examination.
Certified individuals with disabilities
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may then be appointed directly to a
suitable job in the USPS.

Also individuals will be paid a
standard wage, and, like all postal
employees, be on a 90-day probation-
ary period. If performance is satistac-
tory, the individual will be converted
to career status.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars of
the United States has worked closely
with the Office of Personnel Man-
agement to overcome shortcomings
in the Tennessee Valley Authority
(TVA) Veterans Affirmative Action
Progfram.

TVA, at the urging of the VFW, has
made significant advancement in im-
plementing activities to achieve Dis-
abled Veterans Affirmative Action
Program plan objectives. These suc-
cesses were highlighted by the Gov-
ernment Accounting Office ina report
(GAO/HRD-87-17 Dec. 31, 1986) to
the chairman, Subcommittee on Edu-
cation, Training and Employment, of
the House Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee. This report also outlined defi-
ciencies in increasing the numbers of
disabled veterans on TVA employ-
ment registers and providing in-
creased disabled veterans career ad-
vancement opportunities.

TVA, in preparation for an Annual
Wage Conference, prepared a set of
proposals which, in the opinion of
the Commander-in-Chief, detracted
from our successes to date and only
served to perpetuate the employment
deficiencies targeted for elimination.
The recommendation to delete "any
and all references to ‘veterans’ in the
General Agreement covering sche-
dule A and B employees will prove to
be extremely detrimental, not only to
the veteran population within your
region but to the public image of the
Tennessee Valley Authority.”

The Commander-in-Chief called
upon the TVA chairman to retract
this proposal and requested that the
chairman continue to exercise sup-
port for veterans’ preference within
TVA.

Resolution 674 calls upon the Con-
gress of the United States to modify
Chapter 41, 38 United States Code, to
stabilize Local Veterans’ Employment

Representative staffing levels. Reso-
lution 772 calls for the establishment
of Regional Administrators within
law, and Resolution 634 supports
extension of the Veterans Job Train-
ing Act. The intent of these resolu-
tions was included in legislation that,
as of this writing, is in conference.
These resolutions along with other
proposals submitted by the Civil Ser-
vice and Employment Committee to
the legislative staff in Washington,
when signed into law, will greatly
enhance services to veterans through
the employment service.

The House of Representatives has
introduced legislation that will amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
extend the Targeted Job Tax Credit
(TJTC) Program. This proposal, if .
adopted, will in part satisfy the intent
of Resolution 786 to extend TJTC
and eéxpand veteran eligibility.

The Veterans 6f Foreign Wars has
actively supported the establishment
of the National Veterans Training
Institute (NVTI). This program re-
cently celebrated its first birthday
after having trained 1,200 LVERs,
DVOPs and Local Office Managers.
The success and popularity of this
program is demonstrated by the 2,900
applications for training received from
across the nation. An NVTI spokes-
man estimates that at least 2,400 of
these applicants will be trained in the
coming year. The Veterans of For-
eign Wars has testified in support of
NVTI as a permanent veterans’ train-
ing/resource:center.

" Veterans' programs at both the

‘national and local levels have increas-

ingly come under assault. The con-
tinued vigilance of our Department
Employment Officers is essential. In
the coming 'year, our .employment
efforts and concerns must be aggres-
sively pursued and publicized.
Veterans' preference earned on
the battlefield must not be lost in a
compromise at the conference table.



COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

ifty years ago, President Franklin

D. Roosevelt founded the National
Foundation for Infantile Paralysis, whose
sole purpose was to find, as quickly as
possible, a workable, economic and relia-
ble cure for epidemic polio. A victim of it
himself, he was well aware of the need.

Americans were asked to donate as
much money as they could to support
this new cause. The name this organ-
ization became known by was coined
by the famous comedian Eddie Can-
tor. While attending an organiza-
tional meeting for the new founda-
tion, Cantor suggested that the money
be sent directly to the White House
and said, "We could call it the March
of Dimes.” After Presidential appro-
val, the March of Dimes got under
way and that first year, 2,630,000
dimes were collected. And, in 1938,
$263,000 was quite a lot of money.

The VFW became affiliated with
the March of Dimes in those early
years and has always been proud of
being a part of the only organization
of its kind to have defeated the dis-
ease it was founded to fight. For, in
less than two decades, the March of
Dimes had developed a vaccine to
prevent what was in its day, the most
dreaded, crippling and killing disease
known to man: polio.

Then, in 1958, the March of Dimes
directed its vast resources, its tre-
mendous partnership of volunteers,
health professionals and research
scientists toward the challenge of a
broader and more complex national
health problem — the prevention of
birth defects.

The VFW has been a partner of
the March of Dimes for most, if not
all of MOD’s 50 years of existence.
The VFW was a major source of fund-
raising during the polio years because
polio was a threat to all Americans.
Well, most of us are parents and
grandparents, and believe me, birth
defects are a threat to all Americans
yet unborn and to an extremely large
percentage of those already born. We
need to organize our resources and
become a more overt part of the

March of Dimes team. We owe it to
our children, our children’s children
and every generation of American
still to come.

Contact your local chapter of the
March of Dimes and ask how your
Post and/or Auxiliary can be of
assistance. America’'s communities
look to the VFW as a sort of good
neighbor, one dedicated to enhancing
the quality of life, so let's put that
reputation to work for the March of
Dimes.

The VFW Community Activities
Program is working as well as it ever
has. Already six Departments are
100% art this writing, and, by the
time the Washington Conference ar-
rives, there will be at least three times
that many.

In the conference race, the Big Ten
leads with nearly 909% accreditation.
The West is second by a good margin
over the third place South. Although
the East is in fourth place, it leads
with three 1009 Departments.

I would be remiss if I didn’t con-
gratulate the six 1009 Departments.
They are Arizona, Delaware, District
of Columbia, Maryland, South Dakota
and Utah. Congratulations! You have
done well.

It is a fact that throughout the
nation, VFW Posts and Auxiliaries
are considered a valuable and highly
desirable part of the community.
Why? Because they are truly inter-
ested inand take an active part in the
affairs of their communities.

The VFW and its Ladies Auxiliary
raise the consciousness of the com-
munity in such vital areas as patriot-
ism, safety and concern for youth
through their involvement in VFW
National Programs and because we
firmly believe in our Commander-in-
Chief's theme: FOR AMERICA: WHAT-
EVER IT TAKES!

CHAIRMAN AL GORDON

DIRECTOR RAYMOND N. PRICE
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MEMBERSHIP

kb For America . .. Whatever It Takes.”
This theme was chosen by Com-
mander-in-Chief Earl Stock as the corner-
stone of his membership yearandisreflec-
tive of his attitude about the goals and
objectives of the Veterans of Foreign Wars
during this 1987-88 membership year.

The Commander-in-Chief has vis-
ited a great many Departments and
participated in membership round-
ups enabling him to meet literally
hundreds of VFW members and offi-
cers. He has taken his message to the
troops, and it has paid off with a
membership numerical gain for each
of the first four months.

Through necessity, this report is
prepared well in advance of the
Washington Conference, and it is
impossible to present the latest statis-
tical information. A current member-
ship report will be available at the
conference, however, so that all con-
cerned can see just where we stand as
compared to the previous year.

The 1987-88 membership year
started as usual with the Senior Vice
Commander/Adjutant-Quartermas-
ters’ Conference last April. Details
about our programs, membership
and new Posts for 1988 were unveiled
and met with a very positive response.

District, County Council Command-
ers and Department Officers were
briefed on details of the 1988 Member-
ship Program at a series of Flying

DIRECTOR W. BENNY BACHAND

Squadron meetings in July.

Every Commander was informed
of our Project 60 program to get
every Post, District and County Coun-
cil to report a minimum of 60% by
Sept. 30, 1987, and details of the year-
long Win Stock in Membership were
explained.

Our first membership report in
September showed a 30,674 gain in
membership. The Project 60 award
program showed an increase in the
number of Posts, Districts, County
Councils and Departments surpassing
60% as of this date as the program
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was intended.

Our first new and reinstated report
showed a sizable decline in this area
while life membership showed a
sharp climb upwards.

The October membership report
began a downward movement in our
numerical gain, but it still showed
20,317 plus, while recruitment of
new and reinstated members fell
further behind the result of a year
ago.

The third month of the 1987-88
membership year put the VFW
18,175 members ahead, and our new
and reinstated total now is behind the
1987 pace and brought about concerns
that a high retention rate will not
sustain our growth in the second half
of this membership year.

The end of December marked the
fourth membership reporting month
with VFW 4,423 members behind.
The new and reinstated report was
not available at the time this report
was prepared.

Dues notices for 1987-88 have
been mailed from National Head-
quarters on four different occasions.
The effectiveness of these dues notices
continues to contribute over 80% of
our annual members.

Follow-up contact efforts such as
telephone and personal contact cam-
paigns must now be planned to get
every unpaid member reported as
soon as possible.

Youand I know, however, that the
ultimate success of our 1988 member-
ship campaign will be determined by
the number of new and reinstated
members we are able to recruit. We
must continually remind ourselves
that the dues notices accomplish just
exactly what they were designed to
do. We must devote our time and
efforts to recruiting and reinstating

members.

For 32 consecutive years, the VFW
has had a membership increase. Yet
for the last eight years, the VFW has
seen a decline in new and reinstated
totals, and our drop-off is approaching
30,000 fewer members each year.

Just to show how important the
new and reinstated members are to
any degree of success we may enjoy,
consider this:

We will lose a minimum of 70,000
members through death this year.

In addition to this, let's assume

that as many as 100,000 may go

out the back door. This amounts to
approximately 170,000 members

to be replaced before we get the

campaign underway.

With the increasing age of
World War Il and Korean mem-
bers, these statistics take on added
importance. The number of deaths
is rising each year, and this has to
be a factor in anticipating our
future membership growth. We
must call upon the members to
develop a pattern of recruiting
which will make it easy and attrac-
tive for any eligible VFW recruit
to join our ranks.

Recognizing that this problem
must be dealt with, the Veterans of
Foreign Wars has expanded the Shot-
gun direct-mail solicitation.

The 1987 calendar year saw more
than 600 VFW Posts in 35 Depart-
ments send out more than 1 million
letters to prospective members. Our
September-October special price
promotion had 343 VFW Posts order-
ing more than 480,000 names.

In November, we announced a
new veterans’ list that is now avail-
able. This new list is helping get
more and better responses to this
appeal, and it is our hope that more
Posts will take advantage of this
unique lead-generating program.

There is a buzz in the air over the
VFW Campaign Map of the World.
Every member and VEW Post would
like to have this specially designed
map for display. The map was de-
signed as an incentive for Posts to
organize a recruiting campaign and a
premium offer for members to join.
Details about ways to win and earn
this map soon will be available.




SR C T S Many veterans in our communities
) S : are eligible for VFW membership

but do not now belong. Strangely
enough, the same old tune is still
being heard when you ask a veteran
why he hasn't joined sooner. "Nobody
ever asked me.” Doesn’t that sound
familiar? It is your job and mine to
bring the message that the VFW is
working hard in the area of veteran
affairs and that they are invited to
join and lend their numerical strength
to our cause.

We must be flexible enough to
accept new ways to bolster our ranks
and increase our effectiveness to the
veterans of this country. The Shotgun
Mailer and Silent Recruiter are just
two ways to accomplish this goal.

It is impossible to predict what our
membership status will be on Feb. 29,
but it is certain that much work will
remain before we can register our
33rd year of membership growth.

Every comrade present for this
conference must leave here deter-
mined that he or she will do some-
thing personally and immediately to
help the membership growth of his
or her Department. Check with your
Post officers, and if your Post is not
well ahead of last year's total mem-
bership, help organize a campaign to
realize this goal.

If your Post is failing, first things
first. Put your own Postover the top.
After making sure that your own
Post is in good condition, offer your
assistance to your County Council,
District and Department.

Your present status in the VFW is
proof positive that you possess the
qualifications and ingredients so neces-
sary to leadership. You have the
knowledge and desire to be of service.
These attributes will ensure complete
success for our organization.

In closing, let me remind you again
that much still remains to be done in
the field of membership recruiting
and retention between now and June
30. Time is on our side, and what we
do with this time will determine the
final success of our 1988 membership
year.
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NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE SERVICE

he first session of the historic 100th

Congress convened Jan. 6, 1987,
and adjourned Dec. 22,1987. The firstfew
months of the first session were devoted
almost exclusively to the adoption of the
fiscal year 1988 budget. The VFW ap-
peared before many Congressional com-
mittees during this period to present its

views and concerns on the Administra- .

tion’s proposed VA budget. While the
President’s budget proposal was $550
million over lastyear’slevel, the VFW was
quick to point out this increase will pro-
vide only for uncontrollable expenses
such as cost-of-living adjustments, salary
increases and inflation. In reality, the VFW
determined the President’s budget fell
$288 million below what the VA needed
just to provide current services.

Fortunately, the House and Senate
Veterans’ Affairs Committees lis-
tened to the VFW's suggestions and
recommendations and arrived at a
more realistic funding level for the
Veterans Administration. At our
urging, the Congress did endorse
the Administration’s proposal for
an estimated 4.2% increase in dis-

CHAIRMAN CLYDE A. LEWIS
DIRECTOR JAMES N. MAGILL

ability compensation and Depen-
dency and Indemnity Compensation
(DIC) to be effective Dec. 1, 1987.
Our voice was also heard when the
Congress rejected proposals which
would automatically index compen-
sation to the Consumer Price Index,
change VA health-care eligibility by
removing Category C patients from
the rolls, increase the Gl home loan
funding fee to 2.5% and create

more stringent eligibility require-
ments for the cemetery plot allow-

ance.
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With the adoption of the FY '88
budget, the way was clear for Con-
gress to move on to consideration
and passage of the 13 appropriation
bills which provide specifically the
actual dollars to fund the various
departments and agencies of the
federal government. However,
Congress failed to advance any of

the individual appropriation bills
and was forced to adopt an omnibus
spending bill based on an agree-
ment between the White House
and the Congress. This agreement
provided for reduced spending to
meet deficit reduction needs. In the
box below is the line item break-
down of the $27.024 billion Fiscal
Year 1988 VA Appropriation.

The first session of the 100th
Congress produced very few new
public laws affecting veterans. One
new law, however, was the result of
one of the most effective lobbying
efforts on Capitol Hill. That was
making the New GI Bill a per-
manent program. While there have
been four previous programs of
educational entitlements for vete-
rans, this marks the first time that
such a valuable program has been
made a permanent fixture on the
national scene.

Under the new law, participating
recruits must complete three years
of active duty with an honorable
discharge in order to qualify for
$300 a month in educational bene-
fits to a maximum of $10,800. An
individual completing two years of
active duty plus four years of service
in theSelected Reserve is entitled to
$250 a month in educational bene-
fits to a maximum of $9,000. In
return, the basic pay of personnel
participating in the program is
reduced by $100 a month during

VA APPROPRIATION

Compensation & Pension.........
Readjustment Benefits . ..........

Veterans Insurance & Indemnities

Medical Care ......... Ceereeeeas
Medical & Prosthetic Research ....

Medical Administration &

Misc. Operating Expenses (MAMOE)
General Operating Expenses . .....
Construction, Major .............
Construction, Minor .............
Parking Garage Revolving Fund ...

Grants for Construction of

State Extended Care Facilities ...

Grants to the Republic of the
Philippines

Loan Guaranty Revolving Fund. ...

FY 1988

e, $14,334,287,000

625,700,000
14,290,000
10,094,808,000
192,899,000
............ 46,628,000
762,810,000
402,884,000
115,942,000
3,936,000

40,320,000

480,000
389,800,000




their first year of service.

Basic benefits are administered
and paid by the VA, but the various
service branches can offer recruits
increases over the basic monthly
benefit in order to increase entitle-
ments in critical areas or to encout-
age longer enlistments. Individuals
signing up for at least six years in
the Selected Reserve can receive up
w0 $5,040 for undergraduate college
education, with no reduction in basic
pay. These benefits are adminis-
tered by the VA but are paid by the
branch of the service involved.

Rep. G. V. (Sonny) Montgomery,
Chairman of the House Veterans’
Affairs Committee and the author
of this bill, received an additional
honor for his untiring work in see-
ing the New GI Bill become per-
manent when the program was
renamed the Montgomery GI Bill
Act.

Another new law (P.L. 100-198)
substantially changes the VA Home
Loan Guaranty Program. The new
law revises the formula used by the
Veterans Administration to guar-
antee loans. While the VA does not
make loans, it does guarantee a
lending institution that, in the event
of loan default, the VA will pay offa
certain portion of the loan. The
formula used in the past guaranteed
60% up to a maximum of $27,500.
The new law authorizes the VA to
guarantee 50% on loans under
$45,000 and 40% on loans over
$45,000 with a maximum guarantee
of $36,000 and a minimum guaran-
tee of $22,500. This new formula
should allow veterans to purchase
homes in areas with a high cost of
living and where housing is higher-
priced.

The new law also contains a var-
iety of other provisions designed to
continue and improve the ongoing
program.

It exempts the home-loan pro-
gram from automatic across-the-
board budget cuts under Gramm-
Rudman-Hollings sequestration
inasmuch as the loan guarantees do
not require direct federal outlays.

It ensures that the 1% user fee on

all loans guaranteed, insured or
made by the Veterans Administra-
tion will not be increased during the
next two years.

The VA will now be required to
provide counseling to veterans who
have fallen behind on their mort-
gage payments, as well as providing
veterans with information on pos-
sible options and obligations.

A veteran homeowner will receive
extra protection should his loan be
assumed and go into default. The
new law requires credit under-
writing on prospective purchasers
who wish to assume the original
loan. It provides the veteran with
automatic release from liability so
long as the lender is advised and the
purchaser agrees by contract to
assume full responsibility for the
loan. Purchasers will be required to
pay a .5% loan fee.

The new law alters occupancy
requirements by allowing a veteran,
military service member or spouse
to refinance a loan whether or not
any of them reside in the home.

Prefabricated houses will require
a 5% down payment. The mortgage
on these houses can be guaranteed
up to 40% of the loan or $20,000,
whichever is less.

P.L. 100-198 authorizes non-
profit organizations to help home-
less veterans and their families by
purchasing homes foreclosed by the
VA at a discount. These homes
would then be utilized as shelters
for unfortunate homeless veterans
and their families.

It authorizes lenders to deter-
mine the reasonable value of a
property for the purpose of detex-
mining the amount of the VA gua-
ranty, if the lender is approved by
the VA to make such loans.

Congress also approved and sent
to the President legislation, H.R.
2945, which provides for a 4.2%
cost-of-living adjustment in the
Veterans Administration’s compen-
sation benefits paid to the more
than 2.2 million veterans with service-
connected disabilities. This increase,
retroactive to Dec. 1,also applies to
Dependency and Indemnity Com-

pensation (DIC) paid to spouses
and children of veterans who have
died of service-related causes.

In addition; the bill extends for
six months the application deadline
for the Veterans’ Job Training Act
from Dec. 31 through June 30. The
Veterans’ Job Training Act partly
reimburses employers who train
and hire longterm unemployed
Korean War and Vietnam Era vet-
erans. Since it became operational
in November, 1983, this veterans’ em-
ployment program placed more than
57,000 veterans in jobs.

H.R. 2945 also increases from
2,500 to 3,500 the cap on the number
of vocational-training evaluations
which the Vetarans Administration
may provide to veterans under 50
who receive new awards of VA
nonservice-connected disability
pension.

While H.R. 2945 originally con-
tained numerous provisions ad-
dressing a variety of issues, the
House and Senate Veterans’ Affairs
Committees agreed to pursue the
advancement of this legislation with
only the COLA increase and the two
provisions mentioned already af-
fecting veterans employment so as
to achieve enactment during the
first session of the 100th Congress.
The committees will continue their
negotiations on the remaining pro-
visions of H.R. 2945 at the outset of
the second session of the 100th
Congress. ’

As the second session of the
100th Congress progresses, we
expect our lawmakers again to focus
their efforts on improving VA en-
titlement programs and health-care
services. Important legislation is al-
ready pending to:

»  Compensate veterans exposed
to radiation during nuclear-weapons
testing and during U.S. occupation
of Nagasaki and Hiroshima as a
result of World War II. (The VFW
has a resolution supporting this
action.)

®  Resolve finally the Agent
Orange controversy continued. (A
bill now pending would require the
VA to establish a scientific review
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of the health effects of the herbicide
and report the results to Congress.)

®  Add several new diseases to
the list of presumptive disabilities
associated with the prisoner-of-war
experience. (It is thought that com-
pensation should be paid to former
POWs who suffer from peripheral
neuropathy, peptic ulcers, irritable
bowel syndrome and systemic lupus
erythematosus.)

Also tobe addressed in the second
session of the 100th Congress is leg-
islation to provide some form of
testing for drug use within the
Veterans Administration which
would fall in line with testing at all
other federal agencies.

It would provide voluntary AIDS
tests to VA patients under 40,
patients being treated for intraven-
ous drug use and patients receiving
treatment for any disease associated
with the AIDS virus. This bill also
would increase the number of mobile
health-care clinics operated by the
VA to serve veterans living in rural
areas better.

Several other bills of particular
concern to the VFW are awaiting
further action in the second session
of the 100th Congress. One would
ensure that the Korean War Mem-
orial be placed in a prominent Joca-
tion within the border of Washing-
ton, D.C. During the 99th Congress,
legislation was enacted which placed
strict guidelines as to where mon-
uments and memorials may be
erected in and around our nation’s
capital. Under this law (P.L. 99-
652), monuments and memorials
dedicated to wars or those who
fought in them would be restricted
to what is defined as Area II, a site
located within Washington, D.C. or
its environs but excluding the Mall
area, which contains such monu-
ments and memorials as the Wash-
ingron Monument and the Lincoln,
Jetferson and Vietnam Veterans
Memorials. To place the Korean
War Memorial within the more
prominent Area I, Congress must
grant an exemption to P.L. 99-652.

The VFW was the only veterans’
organization to testify before a con-
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cerned subcommittee of the House
Committee on Interior and Insular
Affairs when a hearing was held on
this crucial step in the realization of
the Korean War Memorial.

Unfortunately, the close of the
first session of the 100th Congress
saw a setback for the Vietnam
Women's Memorial. In a surprise
move, the Fine Arts Commission
rejected the placement of a statue of
a woman Vietnam veteran at the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial in
Washington, D.C. This action came
after the project was endorsed by
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, as
well as all the other major veterans’
organizations, Secretary of the
Interior Donald Hodel, the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial Fund and
many members of Congress.

As a result of this deeply dis-
appointing decision by the commis-
sion, Sens. David Durenberger and
Alan Cranston, as well as Rep. Sam
Gejdenson, have introduced legisla-
tion specifically authorizing the place-
ment of a statue of a woman veteran
at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.
Sen. Dale Bumpers, chairman of the
Subcommittee on Public Lands,
National Parks and Forests of the
Senate Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources, has indicated
he will hold a hearing on the
Durenberger and Cranston bills
early in the second session of the
100th Congress. While these two
pieces of legislation differ, a com-
promise agreement has been
reached, and Jegislation will ernerge
from the committee reflecting this
agreement.

Other bills pending would in-
crease the burial allowance for cer-
tain veterans, increase payments to
state-run veterans homes, give in-
creased funds for adaptive housing
and eliminate the offset of military
retired pay for VA compensation.

Aside from the FY 89 budget,
the most important piece of vet-
rans’ legislation facing the second
session of the 100th Congress
will be the establishment of the
Veterans Administration as a fed-
eral department. Never have we
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been as close as we are today to
achieving this longstanding VFW
priority goal.

While legislation has been intro-
duced during the last 12 Congresses
to elevate the VA to a Cabinet-level
executive department, only in the
first session of the 100th Congress
has it advanced. After a monumen-
tal and successful effort by the VFW
to convince a majority of the House
of Representatives to cosponsor this

"historical legislation, the bill was

reported out of committee and over-
whelmingly approved by the full
House. Just prior to House passage,
President Reagan summoned veter-
an's organization leaders to the White
House where he congratulated them
and enthusiastically endorsed the
proposal.

The United States Senate has
similar legislation pending. Just
prior to the adjournment of the first
session of the 100th Congress, the
Senate Committee on Government
Affairs conducted an oversight
hearing on elevating the VA to a
federal department. At this hear-
ing, the committee chairman made
a commitment to continue the hear-
ing early in the second session of
the 100th Congress. With over half
of the Senate cosponsoring the leg-
islation, it appears the VA will
finally receive the recognition and
status it so richly deserves.

Even though there is strong agree-
ment in the Administration, the
Congress, the Veterans' Adminis-
tration, the VFW and all the other
major veterans service organiza-
tions to designate the VA as an
executive department, there has now
suddenly come upon the scene a
group of people who are as vehe-
ment in their opposition to the
proposal as they are misinformed
and misguided in their thinking.
These instant experts are voicing
their distorted views in the form of
commentaries and editorials in news-
papers throughout the nation. As
incredible as it may seem, they are
arguing that veterans do not deserve
or need to be represented at the
highest level of government. In

every point they make in opposi-
tion to elevating the Veterans Admin-
istration to a Cabinet-level depart-
ment, a counterpoint is clearly
superior and more rational.

The VFW will continue to work
with our friends in Congress to
bring the truth forward in that the
VA, veterans and,.in fact, the entire
nation will be better served with the
Veterans Administration being a
federal department.
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NATIONAL SECURITY AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS

h& wo hundred years ago, we Amer-
icans gained our freedoms in the
War for Independence.

“Our independence gave us the
responsibility for defending our
newly won freedoms. In nine major
wars and countless smaller conflicts,
we have borne that responsibility.
Today, thanks to those who carried
out their responsibility, we remain
free. We will continue to share the
blessings of liberty if we continue to
share the responsibility for its
defense.

“We are more convinced than
ever before that we have sounded
the right warnings. Now it is our
responsibility to ensure that the
warnings have been heard in time.
Time may be running out in Central
America. But there is still time to act
and to act decisively to protect our
national security interests in Central
America. We, who sounded the
warnings, can do no less.”

Commander-in-Chief Earl Stock
took the VFW'’s Priority National
Security and Foreign Affairs goals to
U.S. government officials in a series
visits to Washington’s policymakers.
The Commander-in-Chief expressed
the VFW’s concerns for arms reduc-
tions, Central America and the
POW/MIA issue. In meetings with
the President and the Vice President
and with the Secretaries of Defense
and State, he urged support for our
priorities and pledged the VFW’s
help in reaching these goals.

CHAIRMAN FR. ALBERT SALMON
DIRECTOR KENNETH A. STEADMAN

Chief Stock met with members of
Congress when he outlined our vete-
rans’ and national security positions.
The Chief went on record soon after-
ward in urging a stronger Coast
Guard:

“A short-term solution to this
year's budgetary problem will impose
a long-term problem that is without
easy solution on one of the nation’s
most valuable services. I strongly
urge you, therefore, to restore the
Coast Guard's funding level to that
requested by the President.”
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In his meeting with Defense Secre-
tary Caspar Weinberger, the Chief
discussed the U.S. role and mission in
the Persian Gulf. The discussion led
him to urge the Pentagon to recog-
nize the contribution of our service-
men and women:

Later, when an Iranian mine ship
was captured and the US. Navy
responded, Commander-in-Chief Stock
announced the VFW's support for
the action.

As Secretary of Defense, Wein-
berger earned and enjoyed the sup-
port of the VFW for his leadership in
a strong national defense. It was fit-
ting that when he announced his
resignation, the VFW’s Commander-
in-Chief praised him for his work.

Stock said: “In an era of ever-
increasing challenges to our security,
Mr. Weinberger has worked hard to
meet these challenges. He has im-
proved the morale, readiness and cap-
ability of our Armed Forces and
earned the respect and thanks of all
Americans for his energy and deter-
mination..Mr. Weinberger has our
sincere appreciation for a job well-
done.”

This year, Commander-in-Chief
Stock has committed himself to work-
ing closely with members of Con-
gress on the POW/MIA issue. Fol-
lowing the mandates of the resolutions
passed at the 88th National Conven-
tion, Commander-in-Chief Stock wrote
members of Congress to outline the
VFW position and to encourage their
continued efforts.

“As Commander-in-Chief of the
more than 2 million members of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the
United States, I want to commend
you and the members of your sub-
committee for your determination to
pursue our goal of the fullestpossible
accounting of our comrades still miss-
ing in action.

“The Veterans of Foreign Wars
remains convinced that government-
to-government contact is the best
means of attaining our goal. We are

further encouraged by and fully en-
dorse the appointment of General
John W. Vessey as Presidential emis-
sary to Vietnam. It is our hope that
his appointment will signal our high-
est concern about our men and con-
vince Hanoi to move as rapidly as
possible to fulfill this humanitarian
goal.

“We also believe that every effort
should be made to stimulate similar
progress with the Laotian govern-
ment.”

After the Presidential emissary’s
talks with the Vietnamese and the
Vietnamese announcement of the
resumption of the return of remains,
the Commander-in-Chief was hope-
ful but cautious when he said, “The
return of three honored servicemen
is a hopeful sign that Vietnam is liv-
ing up to its recent pledge to speed up
the return of our MIAs, but it is still
up to the Vietnamese to prove their
sincerity by keeping the pledge. If we
see that rapid progress is being made,
it may change some attitudes towards

-Vietnam.”

Stock also was encouraged by U.S.
action to bring a foreign terrorist
suspect to the United States for trial.
When the FBI captured a suspected
terrorist in territorial waters, Chief
Stock supported the action by re-
minding that “the Veterans of For-
eign Wars has been pushing our
government to take the offensive
against these terrorists who haunted
Americans in airports, hijacked air-
planes and murdered our citizens. I'm
encouraged that bringing this terror-

‘ist suspect to trial will finally signal

that the United States has assumed
the offensive against terrorism. The
VEFW hopes European and Mideast-
ern countries would follow U.S. lead-
ership and crack down hard on all
terrorist suspects.”

But the Commander-in-Chief was
critical when the US. government
was inactive in responding to-another
foreign affairs concern. When both
the State Department and Congress
failed to speak out against the repres-
sion of Tibetans' freedom demon- -
strations by the Chinese Commu-
nists, Stock urged action. In letters to



Secretary of State George Shultz and
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
Chairman Claiborne Pell, he noted,
what he considered a double standard.

“The United States government
has remained strangely silent about
the latest outrage committed by the
Chinese Communists against the
people of Tibet,” he wrote. "For over
aweek, the Chinese have been engaged
in the violent suppression of the
human rights of the Tibetans who
have demonstrated for freedom and
against their Chinese occupiers.

“Yet our government, which has
been quick to condemn non-Com-
munist countries such as the Repub-
lic of Korea during public disturban-
ces, remains silent about this act of
Communist suppression of human
rights and fundamental freedoms.

“It is time to stop coddling the
Chinese Communists, end our double
standard of treatment between Com-
munist and non-Communist coun-
tries, and help the Tibetan people
regain their freedom.

“I urge you to get our government
solidly behind the effort to stop this
genocide and help secure freedom for
the people of Tibet.”

When Soviet Party Chief Mikhail
Gorbachev was invited to address a
joint session of Congress, the Com-
mander-in-Chief called on President
Reagan to maintain his firm stance
against Communism and not provide
the dictator of an oppressive regime
the distinction of being the first
Communist leader to address a joint
session of Congress.

He also urged the Administration
and the Congress to come to terms on
the proper speaking forum for Gen-
eral Secretary Gorbachev’s visit so
that it does not become a shameful
global embarrassment because of dif-
ferences between the White House
and Congressional leaders.

"Mr. Gorbachev is coming here to
sign an arms control agreement,” he
said. "Let’s not get wrapped up in the
euphoria of glasnost. Certainly, there
are other alternatives for him to give
a message to the American people
rather than a joint session of Congress.

“We are still dealing with a regime

that, after shooting down a civilian
airliner with one of our Congressmen
on board, can’t even bring itself to
apologize.”

The Washington Reagan-Gorba-
chev Summit was closely watched by
the VFW's Commander-in-Chief. Af-
ter he examined the Intermediate
Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty
and VFW resolutions on the subject,
the Commander-in-Chief added his
support. In letters to the leadership
of the Senate, the Chief announced
his endorsement.

“The Veterans of Foreign Wars of
the United States has resisted endors-
ing arms treaties, unilateral freezes
and other past arms control initia-
tives which would have placed the
United States in a position of military
inferiority. Instead, in the interest of
our national security, we have stood
firmly in support of balanced and
verifiable reductions in nuclear wea-
pons.

“We believe our patience and deter-
mination have been justified and
rewarded. The proposed INF Treaty
reduces Soviet and U.S. nuclear war-
heads by approximately a 4-to-1 ratio,
thus achieving a balanced reduction.
The treaty is the first of any arms
agreement to contain on-site verifica-
tion provisions which reduce the
opportunity for and danger of cheat-
ing. It is vitally significant that the
proposed treaty will maintain the
current strategic military balance while
offering a pattern for future strategic
arms reductions. While some risks
always will remain, we believe the
treaty supports the security interests
of the United States and its European
allies while reducing the danger of
nuclear conflict. In conclusion, the
treaty meets the requirements of the
delegates attending the VEW’s 88th
National Convention held last August
in New Orleans.

“I am pleased to inform you the
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the
United States endorses the proposed
INF Treaty and urges the Senate to
ratify this agreement.”

As the issue of Communism in
Central America was renewed during
the end of year budget debate, Chief

Stock threw his support behind con-
tinuing aid to the Nicaraguan free-
dom fighters. After discussing the
issue with Central American leaders
and U.S. officials, the Commander-
in-Chief had this to say: “The demo-
cratic process created by the Arias
Peace Plan and U.S. security interests
are endangered by Nicaragua's plans
to field a 600,000-man army. With
Soviet and Cuban help, Nicaragua
can dominate and dictate its terms to
all Central America.

“Costa Rica, with only 8,000 civil
guardsmen, and Honduras, with only
23,000 military, are not a threat to
Nicaragua, but a 600,000-man Nica-
raguan army is certainly a major
threat to the security of those coun-
tries, the whole of Central America
and to our own security.”

He noted that Administration and
Congressional efforts for the short-
term continuation of aid to the Nica-
raguan resistance was a compromise:

“We have got to look at the long-
term efforts of a Communist regime
in our hemisphere. We cannot com-
promise our security or the security of
our Central American neighbors.

“Certainly, we hope the Arias Peace
Plan achieves what the nations of
Central America want. We are watch-
ing the process closely. In the mean-
time, the American people have to
wake up to the serious threat that we
and the democratic governments in

‘Central America face. The American

people and the Congress must pro-
vide to democratic governments and
movements the economic and mil-
itary aid needed to resist the expan-
sion of Communist intrusion into
this part of the world.”

Commander-in-Chief Stock has
made new headway in our efforts to
reach the goals set forth in our
National Security Priority Goals. He
has dedicated himself to ensuring
that the VFW is heard in Washing-
ton because he believes in America
and whatever it takes to keep it
strong and secure.
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NATIONAL VETERANS SERVICE

Y

our National Veterans Service last-
reported to you at the National

Convention. Since then we have continued
to focus our collective staff attention on a
variety of challenges and events directly
affecting veterans. Our skills have been
particularly tested since our Commander-
in-Chief has a personal background in
service work and a solid commitment to
looking out for the interests of our vete-
rans and dependents in need. Therefore,

his call For America.

.. Whatever It Takes!

has a particular relevance for those of us
on your National Veterans Service staff.

The VFW has been particularly
concerned with the quality and time-
liness of decisions rendered by the
Veterans Administration Depart-
ment of Veterans Benefits (DVB),
That agency, which determines any
entitlement to benefits administered
by the VA, has been significantly
and progressively reduced in num-
bers over the last decade. There has
been no similar falling off of num-
bers of veteran claimants. To com-
pensate for these personnel short-
ages, the DVB has committed itself
to increased training and computer
modernization in an effort to pre-
vent a deterioration in quality of

CHAIRMAN CLIFFORD G.OLSON JR.

DIRECTOR FREDERICO JUARBE JR.

decisions made and timeliness in
terms of notification to the veteran.
The VFW feels that, barring unus-
ual circumstances, 90 days from

date of filing to notification of a

benefit decision ought to be stand-
ard. Unhappily, 120 days seems to
be the norm in'most VA Regional
Offices.

This variance from the desirable
goal has been made known to the
Congress by the VFW. The sub-
stance of that testimony was ob-
tained through a survey of our
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nationwide network of Department
Service Officers. Each was asked to
comment on the training, knowl-
edge and adequacy of strength lev-
els of adjudication personnel with
whom they interacted. The DSOs
were also polled regarding timeli-
ness of decisions on claims filed by
them on behalf of a veteran claim-
ant. We have reiterated our con-
cerns regarding training and time-
liness both in letters and in personal
meetings with the Chief Benefits
Director and the Director of Com-
pensation and Pension. This is an
issue which you can expect the
VFW to keep on the front burner as
long as is necessary.

In that same vein, although we
have long been promised computer
modernization and sophistication,
DVB has so far not shown us much.
The antiquated system now in use is
unable to take up the slack in terms
of compensating for significant
adjudication personnel reductions.
We have patiently listened to a
number of rosy scenarios describing
computer modernization planning
which will bring DVB up to par.
However, we have not seen much
action. We are not letting go of this
issue and are reminding the VA of
the action portion of the Commander-
in-Chief's motto, "'. . . Whatever It
Takes!”

We have reported our dis-
appointment in other of our VFW
publications on the matter of the
current standstill regarding Agent
Orange. The VFW remains com-
mitted to resolve this issue one way
or another. However long it takes!

We share the understandable dis-
appointments of those veterans ex-
posed to dioxins in view of the so far
seemingly impossible task of estab-
lishing a scientific relationship be-
tween exposure and physical prob-
lems. A particular blow to the research
effort was the announcement last fall
by the Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) that there was no discernable
difference in dioxin levels in the
blood serum of veterans exposed to
herbicides in Vietnam and veterans
who had served elsewhere.

The VFW is not going to let the
matter rest. We have once again
taken the initiative to keep this
issue at the forefront. In a letter to
the Administrator of Veterans
Affairs, the VFW urged the VA
take up where the CDC left off.
Since some 250,000 veterans sub-
mitted themselves for examination
to the VA claiming exposure to
Agent Orange, we feel they deserve
another look. Therefore, the VFW
has recommended that the VA test
those veterans on its Agent Orange
Registry to determine dioxin levels
in their blood serum as did the CDC.
If there are those among them with
high dioxin levels, they can be mon-
itored medically to determine any
commonality of medical conditions
affecting them. At the very least,
those electing to be tested will have
a record of exposure should the
Congress enact legislation estab-
lishing presumptive service con-
nection for certain conditions due to
exposure. The VFW has taken this
action to reassure our Vietnam
veterans that we still agonize with
them in the search for a solution to
this problem which has been so
troubling for many.

As was the case last year, four of
the major veterans’ service organi-
zations have jointly prepared an
alternate proposal for a Fiscal Year



1989 Veterans Administration
budget. It was based on need as we
saw it and still took into account
realistic fiscal constraints. The first
effort, last year, devoted itself
exclusively to VA Department of
Medicine and Surgery appropria-
tions. This year the Veterans’ Ser-
vice Organization Independent
Budget encompassed all areas of the
Veterans Administration. Under the
guidance of the Executive Director
of the VFW Washington Office,
your National Veterans Service staff
had devoted substantial time and
effort in the development of that
alternative budget proposal. Release
of the document was timed to coin-
cide with the issuance of the Presi-
dent’s budget.

The Veterans’ Service Organiza-
tion Independent Budget is as closely
reasoned as possible and forms the
basis for our collective judgment of
the adequacy of the President’s
budger for the VA. Although we
cannot precisely qualify the impact
of this Independent Budget on
Capitol Hill, we know that it is con-
sidered to be a serious and thought-
ful commentary on the needs of the
Veterans Administration, if that
agency is to provide for our vete-
rans. The results of that effort
already have been distributed, and
its impact, it is hoped, will be felt
prior to the Washington Conference.

Your National Veterans Service
has finally achieved a long-sought
goal to have six Field Representa-
tives in place and trained to upgrade
the VFW's capability to survey the
. 172 VA Medical Centers and other
VA facilities nationwide.

Training of the newest addition
to the Field Representative staff
was completed in January, 1988,
and we are off and running. This
increased capability gives us the
flexibility to reduce the time length
between our survey visits and ensure
a highly visible VEW presence in
the field.

Of particular interest to our Field
Representatives is the level and
quality of geriatric care provided to
theaging veteran population, whose

numbers are growing. As a fol-
lowup to our constant pressure on
the Chief Medical Director and the
Administrator to prepare to meet
the demand of aging veterans, our
Field Representatives serve as watch-
dogs on the scene. During their vis-
its to the various medical centers
they examine in detail the provi-
sions made by the facility to accom-
modate the special needs of aging
veterans. We are especially inter-
ested in actions being taken to
obviate the need for inpatient hos-
pital care. They are particularly sen-
sitive to any hint of early discharge
from care without adequate suppor-
tive measures to maintain a reason-
able quality of life in the home set-
ting, for example. The VFW is
encouraging the VA to explore a
variety of means to identify early on
those afflictions to which the aged
are particularly vulnerable, provide
for the necessary treatment and
return the veteran to as high a level
of function as is practicable. The
heretofore elusive good quality of
life for the aged is very much possi-
ble for most in these final years of
the 20th century. The VFW intends
to see that a combination of tech-
nology, research, commitment and
compassion are brought to bear by
the VA to deliver this great promise.

We have learned from a Veterans
Administration statistical analysis
that the number of volunteers serv-
ing our nation’s veterans is decreas-
ing along with the number of hours
they provide that service. We are
pleased to report to you that those
same statistics indicated a slight
increase in the participation of the
VFW in the Veterans Administra-
tion Voluntary Service (VAVS)
which runs counter to the national
trend. This selfless program, coor-
dinated by your National Veterans
Service staff, is a major component
of our organization's effort to serve
the needs of veterans. During this
pastyear, we have instituteda VAVS
Newsletter, prepared in our
Washington Office and distributed
widely among our VFW volunteers.
This publication is another step in

our continuing outreach to these
dedicated people. Central to its
purpose is recognition of a job well
done and cementing the sense of
camaraderie among those who serve
their fellows so well. Those among
you at this Conference who wear
VFW pins, recognizing hours of
voluntary service, deserve a special
nod of recognition. The need for
volunteers is still great, and we
encourage one and all to contact the
VFW VAVS Representative at the
nearest VA Medical Center and
make a commitment to join the
team. That would truly be doing For
America . .. Whatever It Takes!

The National Veterans Service
Proficiency Training Conferences
continue to bring together our VFW
Department Service Officers semi-
annually. The most recent training
conference was held in Nashville,
Tenn., from Sept. 28 through Oct. 2,
1987. These intensive sessions,
designed to hone the skills of your
National Veterans Service staff and
VEW Department Service Officers,
will enhance the level of profes-
sional representation accorded to
our veterans. It is always difficult to
quantify a training program in terms
of results. Almost by accident, how-
ever, we were privy to the VA’s
recognition of the value of increased
training. In a letter from the Admin-
istrator last fall to Rep. G. V. (Sonny)
Montgomery, Chairman of the
House Veterans Affairs Commit-
tee, a higher level of Veterans Ser-
vice Officers training was singled
out as significantly impacting on
decisions made by the Board of
Veterans Appeals. In part that let-
ter stated, “Improved training and
resource and staffing changes (on
the part of Service Officers) clearly
have resulted in enhanced repres-
entational services to veterans and
their dependents.” It is always nice
to know that the agency with which
we interact in the veterans’ claims
process acknowledges improved
effort. Your Department Service
Officers are unanimous in their
agreement that this training is pre-
paring them better to represent
you, or someone like you.
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POST DEVELOPMENT

he Annual VFW Mid-Winter Conference
in Washington brings the leaders of
our organization together to evaluate our
current policies and programs, as well as
formulate plans to insure success in our

future endeavors.

Webster's New World Dictionary
defines development as “a step or
stage in growth.” Applied to the
VFW’s new Post Development Pro-
gram, no other definition could be
more appropriate. To a large degree,
the growth of our organization de-
pends on new Post Development.
Justas major businesses follow popu-
lation trends, so must the Veterans of
Foreign Wars.

The national organization has
available to assist Departments two
most effective recruiting aids for use
in the formulation of new Posts: the
“Shotgun Mailer” and “Silent Re-
cruiter.” Both are available from Nat-
ional Headquarters and are proven to
be the easiest methods of attracting
new veterans into the ranks of the
VEW. As of Dec. 21, 1987, National
Headquarters received 177 new Post
Charters for the current year. These
new VFW Posts have contributed
4,464 members, of whom 4,327 are
new and reinstated.

Chartering new Posts is a high
priority and a major factor inaccomp-

NATIONAL CHIEF OF STAFF
PauL E. WAMPLER, JR.

DIRECTOR JOSEPH D. ROss

lishing the desired results for the
VFW. When the Post Development
Program was started Sept. 1, 1965, it
was then known as Post Extension.
Since the birth of this vital program,
5,135 new Posts have been chartered
and the retention rate is 76.57% for
these Posts.

These new Posts represent 5,135
more communities and areas where
we can promote and provide our
Americanism, Youth, Voice of Demo-
cracy, Safety, Buddy Poppy and Com-
munity Activities Programs. They

28 WASHINGTON CONFERENCE

provide a local point of contaet for
many disabled veterans, widows and
dependents who need assistance in
filing Veterans Service claims. These
VFW Posts act as a center of influ-

ence for veterans who have no know-
ledge of the rights and entitlements
the government provides for them or
of the day-to-day changes in these
benefits.

Another important factor in new
Post formation is the increase in
overall VFW membership. This
clearly indicates to political leaders on
all levels that the Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States is expand-
ing and working for America’s vete-
rans, no matter what it takes!




POST SERVICES

he office of Post Services is charged

with the responsibility for the collec-
tion, recording, maintenance and storage
of the official records of our nearly 10,000

Posts.

The annual Post Election Report
is the primary source of information
from which the roster of Post Offic-
ers and the amount of annual dues for
each Post are compiled and stored in
electronic data processing.

Inasmuch as the Post Officer file is
one of the most frequently used at
National Headquarters, it is abso-
lutely essential that the maintenance
of the file be current at all times and
that special attention be given to
accuracy in storing and updating the
records in data processing. The data
processing file contains the names
and addresses of the Commander and
Quartermaster, the amount of annual
dues, the name, location, date of mus-
ter and status of each of our nearly
10,000 Posts.

The importance of the Post Elec-
tion Report in the maintenance of
the Officer file is paramount. With-
out the information provided in this
annual report of election, it is impos-
sible for the Department or the
National Organization to communi-
cate with the Post. Annual dues noti-
ces cannot be mailed until the elec-
tion report is revised because of the
need to know the name and address
of the Post Quartermaster and the
amount of the Post dues.

As the reports of election of Post
Officers for the 1988-89 year are
received and processed, computer-
generated acknowledgements will be
sent to the Post Quartermaster-elect
to confirm the names and addresses
of the Post Commander and Post
Quartermaster and the amount of
annual dues. Copies of these acknowl-
edgements and any subsequent changes
are sent to the respective Depart-
ments.

The acknowledgement is made on
a preaddressed and prepaid return
postcard with space provided for cot-
rections and/or changes in any of the
information shown on the card. If the

information is correct, the Post retains
the card for use during the 1988-89
administrative year to report any
changes in the amount of Post dues
and/or in the offices ‘'of Post Com-
mander and Post Quartermaster. As
corrections and/or changes are re-
ported and made, these, too, are
acknowledged so the Post Quartet-
master always has a return postcard
in his possession to report changes
during the year.

Reviewing questions and documen-
tation of eligibility of officers at all
levels, as well as of current members
and potential members, is an on-
going process of Post Services and
continues to be a very time-consuming
project. Special Orders are issued
terminating the membership of those
who fail to provide documented proof
of their eligibility.

Another area of responsibility for
Post Services is the Post Inspection
Program. In recent years, the Post
Inspection Program has taken on
increased significance. This program
provides State Commanders and other
officers with important information
concerning the operation of each
Post under their jurisdiction. Post
Inspections insure that financial safe-
guards are maintained and that the
Post is operating in accordance with
the provisions of the National By-
Laws and regulations of the Depart-
ment as well as governmenta] sta-
tutes. All Inspection Reports are
reviewed by the Director of Post Ser-
vices. Where possible or known dis-
crepancies are reflected, copies of the
Inspection Reports are returned to
the State Commander asking for a
review of the discrepancies and re-
questing thar corrective action be
taken. As a result of these review
procedures, the Inspection Program
has become more purposeful. When

appropriately used, the results pro-

vide Commanders, at all levels, with a

reliable indication of potential trou-
ble areas and give early indication of
those Posts which are in need of
assistance. Department Inspectors
along with their deputies who con-
duct inspections in a conscientious
and concerned manner can be assured
that this program will become a
management too] of great value.

Other matters falling within the
area of the responsibility of the
Director of Post Services include the
preparation and dissemination of
General Orders, Special Orders and
the monthly National Headquarters
Bulletin.

DIRECTOR THOMAS L. KISSELL
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PUBLICATIONS AND PUBLIC RELATIONS

he VFW Magazine continues to be a

leader among all fraternal and civic
organizations’ publications in terms of
advertising lineage, and last fiscal year it
setanewrecordinadrevenues. As of this
writing, ad revenues are up approximately
$70,000 over last year’s record.

The advertising representative
for the magazine, PABCO, Inc., has

been attempting to interest clients’

in defense- and travel-related indus-
tries with noticeable success.

This past October, a one-year
printing contract for the magazine
was signed with Maxwell, Inc.
(formerly Webb Co.), of St. Paul,
Minn., after spirited bidding by
many of the nation’s largest printing
firms. For the past five years,
Maxwell, Inc., has played a key role
in the continuing upgrade of your
magazine, a process that has earned
praise from the magazine industry.

The publications office continues
to produce the Communicator (nine

times yearly) and edit the Wash- |

ington Action Reporter (monthly),
in addition to revising a number of
other organizational pamphlets and
brochures.

Comrades, the publications dis-
tributed, not only from the National
Headquarters and Washington Office
but from various levels of the
organization, represent one of the

CHAIRMAN HOWARD SILBER
DIRECTOR WADE LADUE

foremost means of communicating
with the membership-at-large.

A determined effort is made to
maintain subject balance so that all
may stay apprised of issues con-
cerning veterans, national security,
membership, legislation, youth ac-
tivities and all the other aspects of
VEW activity. Pass these publi-
cations around; post them on bul-
letin boards where appropriate;
leave them in waiting rooms and
send them to VA and military facili-
ties. By doing these extra things, we
can enlarge our audience and let
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other veterans know what the VFW
does.

Finally, notifications have been
sent announcing the 1988 VEFW
Publications Competition. Entries
must be sent to the respective Depart-
ment first for screening and consol-
idation in order to arrive at National
Headquarters by April 4. Anadvance
word of appreciation is extended to
the many editors throughout the
organization who have noticeably
improved their publications this
year for the ultimate benefit of the
reader.

Following the 88th National Con-
vention in New Orleans, the public
relations operations in both Kansas
City and Washington, D.C., have
focused on the momentum gener-
ated in the Crescent City and an
outstanding membership year.

Initiatives taken since last August
have included the reissue of a
national T'V publicservice announce-
ment focused on Thanksgiving; video-
taping of the Convention slide pro-
duction; purchase of added video-
tape equipment for internal pro-
ductions; continued production of
articles for the North American
Precis Syndicate for distribution to
7,000 newspapers and 5,000 broad-
casters.

Other actions include:

® Organization highlight tape

® Preparation of more than 80
speeches for specific events and
individuals

® Responses to a substantial num-
ber of media queries

® Travel with chair officers

® Producing 1988 Flying Squadron
and National Convention video
programs

m Coordination of several special

events in Washington, D.C.
= Distribution of more than 100

releases on organizational issues,

events and appointments

This partial list of actions on the
part of your Kansas City Head-
quarters and Washington Office
shows how the P & PR Department
contributes toward furthering every
aspect of the organization. Public
relations plays a major role in this.
But what is the overall game plan?

The public relations office serves
two main audiences. First is the
membership. Second are the general
public and eligible non:member.
Internal publications such as the
VFW Magazine, Communicator,
Washington Action Reporter, bro-
chures and various mailings help
keep the membership informed, as
do personal appearances by the
chair officers, speeches, meetings,
conventions and the like.

Externally, news releases, public
service announcements, media ap-
pearances and speeches to outside
groups help keep the public informed.
Of course, news generated by Posts,
Districts, County Councils and Depart-
ments on the local and regional
level is extremely important in
“telling the VFW story.”

Comrades, every program we
have, be it membership, youth ac-
tivities, veterans service, legislation
and so on, has a very decided public
relations impact. In other words,
everything we do is designed to
inform or influence public opinion
so that all may understand what the
VEW is, what it does, and why it
supports the issues it does. All of us
have a story to tell, no matter at
what level of the organization. Let’s
do it.

For it is only by telling the VFW
story the way it really is that the
organization will continue to grow
in membership, prestige and impor-
tance in such a way as to bring
honor to the men and women who
have served this country.

Remember also that the success
of every VEW endeavor, whether it
is on behalf of our communities, our
nation or our veterans, begins with




ANERICA

WHATEVER
IT TAKES

you. As the individual member,
your contribution, added to those of
the more than 2 million men and
women who wear the Cross of
Malta emblem, is what makes this
organization great.

Tell the story, for it is a great one
— one of dedication, achievement
and devotion. .

Two reminders: All who are in-
volved with publications and public
relations are encouraged to attend
and participate in the P&PR sem-
inar during this conference.

Finally, once again the VFW press
room will be located with the office
of the Adjutant General in the
Idaho Room of the Sheraton
Washington Hotel. The office will
be publishing daily summaries of
meeting activities and distributing
available speeches. All are reminded,
however, that a complete set of this
material will be mailed to every
Department following the confer-
ence.
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SAFETY

his Washington Conference marksthe

39th consecutive year the National
and Department leadership of our great
organization has assembled inthe nation’s
capital. ltisatime when our leaders gather
to examine and evaluate our accomplish-
ments and shortcomings, as well as to
formulate plans that insure the continued
success of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of

the United States.

We are proud of the safety-oriented
community services provided by the
VEW and the Ladies Auxiliary. At
the Post level, we are actively con-
ducting and participating in six major
Safety Programs by presenting or
sponsoring these programs, making
communities across the nation and
overseas safer places in which to live.

Drug Abuse: Combatting drug
abuse in this nation is a task which
requires and is worth the attention of
every American. The VFW is eager
to do its part to encourage each
member to become aware of the
problem, its causes and ways to con-
trol it.

Departments, Districts, Posts and
their Ladies Auxiliaries have heeded
the call to diminish and control the
abuse of drugs in our society through
education and communication with
citizens of their respective areas.

CHAIRMAN PAUL R. FLEURDELYS
DIRECTOR JOSEPH D. ROSS

Drug misuse or abuse is found in
every sector of society. Nationwide, it
is reaching into suburban communi-
ties and small towns. It is also becom-
ing a tragic commonplace in schools
across the country. It is particularly
important that responsible people
throughout the communities, espe-
cially parents, teachers, guardians and
law enforcement officials, know basic
facts about the drug problem so they
can be alert to the signs of possible
drug misuse and thus know when to
seek expert help for the victims.
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Special agents of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice (Drug Enforcement)
and specially-trained officers of state
and municipal police agencies are
eager to assist and share relevant
information that is beneficial in each
community.

Bicycle Safety: Safe Bicycling
and Lite-A-Bike have joined to become
Bicycle Safety.

The Lite-A-Bike project was estab-
lished to increase safety among youths
and adults who ride during dusk and
darkness. Lite-A-Bike tape is a way of
illuminating bicycles to make them
visible to motorists and therefore
save countless lives and prevent un-
told numbers of injuries.

Pre-cut strips of Scotchlite tape,
sufficient to tape 50 bicycles, are now
packaged in boxes that contain detailed
instructions on how to apply the
adhesive. To date, the VFW has
taped over 30 million bicycles, and
more than 9,000 VFW Posts have
participated.

The VFW also is helping to reduce
the number of bicycle accidents by
bringing the safety program into the
classrooms of local elementary schools
to teach children the essentials of
bicycle safety. The main areas covered
are bicycle selection criteria and proper
maintenance and development of the
skills involved in riding a bicycle cor-
rectly. Knowledge and understand-
ing of traffic rules and regulations are
included.

Basic instruction is provided in
three sound filmstrips which show
children facing a variety of bicycling
situations. The comprehensive teach-

er’'s manual contains the narration of
each filmstrip and includes objec-
tives, discussion, guidelines and sug-
gestions for student activities. You
will find this program easy to use. No
previous experience is needed.

Home Protection: The Home Pro-
tection Program, consisting of fire
prevention and home security, pro-
vides checklists for distribution in
your community.

The home security checklist is
designed to help you make a security
check of your home. Every year more
than 6 million burglaries are commit-
ted in American homes. The purpose
of such an inspection is to identify
features in your home or in the daily
routine of your family which might
make your home an easy target for a
burglar. You should start at your
front door and inspect all your doors
and windows, garages, locks, lights
and landscaping. Call your local law
enforcement agency if you would like
professional advice and assistance in
carrying out a thorough home secur-
ity inspection.

The intent of the fire prevention
checklist is to reduce the possibility of
a fire starting in your home. Be sure
to inspect your home several times a
year by beginning in the basement
and working your way up. Fire des-
troys more than $900 million worth
of property each year. If you discover
a fire in your home, notify the fire
department immediately, even
though it may seem minor when you
first detect it. Remember that fires in
homes kill more than 6,600 people a
year, or an average of 18 a day.

National Headquarters has fire
prevention checklists and home secur-
ity checklists available for a nominal
cost. These checklists can be distrib-
uted to residences or at meetings and
seminars.

Drive To Survive: With the death
and injury rate continuing to increase
each year in nearly every community
of the nation, it becomes apparent
that the only way to reverse this
trend is to seek the cooperation of all
motor vehicle drivers and provide
them with information that makes
good drivers become better drivers.

[ING
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This abbreviated three-hour course
of instruction is a VEW Safety Pro-
gram offered free of charge to all
citizens. Its purpose is to increase the
knowledge and improve the attitudes
of drivers to reduce the number of
motor vehicle accidents and how and
why various types of accidents occur.
Safe driving requires the adoption of
an attitude and determination to take
every reasonable precaution, over and
above those which are required by

. W law, ffic mishaps. U
| (HEEP AWAKE) - B™Fee | of faw enforcement officers as in-
. , ) e structors is suggested and recom-
- BARBITURATES

' mended.
‘ - ' Public Recognition And Com-
(SLEEP) 2 | mendation: Throughout America, fire
’ : fighters, law enforcement officers
and emergency medical technicians
serve around the clock to safeguard
(CALM) the lives and property of others as
o - ; they unselfishly risk their lives by
: % gﬁggﬁ gg combatting innumerable obstacles and
’ all types of weather conditions while
(RH.EASE) performing their duties.

~ Their outstanding contributions
above and beyond the call of duty
frequently go unnoticed or often are
taken for granted. These prominent
individuals deserve publicacclaim for
their unselfish endeavors. Let's pay
tribute to each of these valuable men
and women who endure constant
danger and display high personal
courage by presenting each one a Cer-
tificate of Appreciation. The stand-
“ard text citations are available through
the VFW Emblem and Supply De-

partment at a minimum cost.

This year let us place emphasis on
expanding this project by suggesting
and recommending participation by
Posts in each community.

Hunter Safety: The educational
approach is the best method of reduc-
ing the number of firearm accidents.
The Hunter Safety Program is de-
signed to benefit hunters by em-
phasizing the importance of wildlife
management laws and regulations
and to Jearn safe handling of hunting
equipment.
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VOICE OF DEMOCRACY

he Voice of Democracy Scholarship
Program is conducted annually in the
nation’s secondary schools during the fall
term of the school year by the VFW and its

Ladies Auxiliary.

“America’s Liberty—Our Heritage,”
this year’s theme, focused the atten-
tion of our youth on their obligation
to strengthen and build upon the
foundations of freedom started by the
nation’s Founding Fathers.

Leaders in government and educa-
tion have been loud in their praise of
the Voice of Democracy, for it encour-
ages our nation’s youth to think,
write and speak up for freedom and
democracy.

The Voice of Democracy Program
has gained widespread acceptance by
the public, private and parochial
schools of this country. This year
more than 300,000 young men and
women from more than 6,000 secon-
dary schools took time to reflect on
their heritage and liberty and prepare
and deliver a script on what they feel
is "America’s Liberty—Our Heritage.”

Large numbers of Voice of Demo-
cracy winners have gone on to suc-
cessful careers in a wide variety of
fields. They are doctors, lawyers, mil-
itary and naval officers, clergymen
and government officials, and some
have made their marks in broadcast-
ing, radio and television. This is not

CHAIRMAN JACK MclsAaac
DIRECTOR LAWRENCE LEFEBVRE

to be unexpected, however, for the
Voice of Democracy has afforded
them wide opportunities to realize
their fullest potential.

National scholarships have been
increased this year to $42,000 with
the first place winner receiving a
$16,000 scholarship to the college of
his or her choice. The other awards
are $9,000 second place; $6,000 third
place; $4,000 fourth place; $3,000
fifth place; $1,000 sixth place; and

$1,000 seventh place. The sixth place |

award of $1,000 is donated by the
TallmanInsurance Agency in memory
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of Francis J. Tallman. The seventh
place award is donated by Joseph O.
Hansen, Past Department Com-
mander of Maryland.

In addition to the increase in the
monetary awards of scholarships, two
more $1,000 perpetual scholatships
have been instituted. An eighth place
award of $1,000 to be known as the
Robert A. Stock Memorial Scholar-
ship has been donated by Com-
mander-in-Chief Earl Stock 1n mem-
ory of his brother killed during World
War IL

The ninth placeaward of $1,000 is
donated by Mrs. Doris Marshall in
the name of her late husband, Walter.
Both Doris and Walter have sup-
ported the Voice of Democracy for
years in Montana, and Walter chaired
the National Committee on three
occasions.

Additionally, the monetary value
of scholarships and awards presented
at Post, County, District and Depart-
ment levels amounted to more than
$1 million this year.

Each state winner receives an all-
expense paid trip to the nation’s capi-
tal during the VFW Washington
Conference. The trip itself is an
important lesson in democracy.

While in Washington, these win-
ners have an opportunity to visit
national shrines and monuments
and observe firsthand the workings
of the federal government. Getting to
know their fellow contestants and
dining with top ranking Administra-
tion officials add to an unforgettable
experience for these young Americans.

Contributing to the success and
growth of the Voice of Democracy
Program has been the continuing
support of the National and State
Associations of Broadcasters. The
expertise of educators and broadcas-

“ters has given a professional touch to

this broadcast scriptwriting program.

Broadcasters, scheol prinicpals and

. thousands of classroom teachers have

been “enthusiastic in their endorse-
ment of the Voice of Democracy
Program for providing a platform for
the youth.

Voice of Democracy demonstrates
the concern VFW members have for
the creation of a better world for
future generations. This program goes
far towards its realization by encou-
raging young people to learn more
about American democracy and the
promise it holds for all mankind.



YOUTH ACTIVITIES

he VFW recognizes the youth of Amer-

ica as the nation’s greatest asset and
knows this country’s future is dependent
on the youth. The VFW realizes it has a
responsibility during the young people’s
formativeyearsto help them develop posi-
tive attitudes toward freedom and demo-
cracy. For more than two decades, the
VFW National Youth Activities Committee
has been engaged in the promotion of
programs for youth. Each year itis commit-
ted to the development of more and better

youth programs.

The committee’s goal during 1988
is to strengthen and expand the
major youth programs sponsored by
the VEW: Sons of the VFW; Scout-
ing; Youth Bowling; Junior Rifle;
Youth Baseball; all other youth sports;
ROTC; Child Identification; Special
Olympics; Junior Olympics, and Youth
Soccer.

Sons of the VFW: More than 500
Posts have organized Sons of the
VFW Units since reactivation of this
program in 1961. More the 300 Units
have been formed during the last
nine years. Posts in all 53 Depart-
ments sponsor Sons of the VFW
Units. They provide sponsoring Posts
with an ideal base for implementing
a variety of youth activity programs.
Membership comprises upwards of
20,000 boys.

VFW and Scouting: More than
1,500 VEFW Posts sponsor Cub Scout,
Boy Scout and Explorer units, and
hundreds more support the
VFW-BSA partnership program.
Nearly 30,000 boys are currently en-
rolled in VFW-sponsored Scout units.

The VFW awards Woodbadge
Training scholarships annually to 12
VFW members who are outstanding
Scouters in each of the six Scout
regions. These much sought after
scholarships are a continuing incen-
tive for VFW Scout leaders to stay
active in the VFW-BSA partnership.

Junior Rifle Program: The
VFW National Junior Rifle Program

enables boys and girls to receive
training in gun safety and to expe-
rience the fellowship and competi-
tion of a rifle club activity.

Brochures and kits are available

from National Headquarters explain-
ing in detail how to start a Junior
Rifle Club and how to enter the
NRA-VFW Junior Rifle Postal Match-
es conducted annually. These matches
provide individual and team com-
petition.

Youth Baseball: More than 2,000
VEW Posts sponsor, support or pat-
ticipate in local, state or national
youth baseball programs for varying
age groups.

Child Identification: The VFW and
its Ladies Auxiliary have joined for-
ces with Purolator Products,
Inc., in promoting public awareness
to combat the terrible crimes com-
mitted against missing and exploited
children. By fingerprinting the
nation’s children and making parents
aware of steps they can take to safe-
guard their children, the VFW is
making the future secure by protect-
ing America’s greatest natural re-
sources.

Youth Bowling: Youth Bowl-
ing programs sponsored by the VEW
are designed to provide instruction
for boys and girls in one of our prin-
cipal lifetime sports and fun activities,
as well as competition for youngsters
in local league play. Hundreds of
Posts sponsor youth bowling leagues.

Special Olympics: This is sport
in its truest sense. The goal is not to
win, but to try; to experience, not to
conquer. No time is too slow, no dis-
tance too small to earn a ribbon, a
hug, a cheer or a sincere “well done.”
No records are broken in Special
Olympics, except those for courage,
determination and sportsmanship.

Junior Olympics: This largest
amateur sports program in the US. is
open to every boy and girl from 8 to
18 who is interested in competing in
any of 28 sports, regardless of skill,
experience or formal training.

American Youth Soccer Organiza-
tion: This is the largest independent
organization in its field in the country
with more than 250,000 players
between 5 and 18 participating on
more than 18,000 teams across the
nation.

Other Youth Programs: Thousands
of individual youth activity programs
sponsored by VFW Posts have been
documented in National Program
Activity Reports.

In sponsorship, in promotion and
in participation, when it comes to
youth programs the VFW is for
America — whatever it takes.

CHAIRMAN GEORGE T. KELLEY
DIRECTOR LAWRENCE LEFEBVRE
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¥ Extra Warm
‘imes SLACKS

All the WARMTH
of those
$40 Slacks
NOW por g
CAN YOU
ONLY BEAT THA1
Want the Warmest? Want the Latest” Want the Best? And want
it now for a price far lower than the rest of the world is paying?
Then right here, right now, ORDER YOURSELF these new
DOUBLE THICK Cold Weather Slacks, with Haband’s famous

luxury WARMTH RATED FLANNEL LINING! They look like
your favorite all purpose gabardine twills, but LOOK! Inside

they’re toasty

EXTRA WARM
FLANNEL LINED

for ALL WEATHER
STADIUM COMFORT
and
EVERYDAY SUBURBAN WARMT}
or even WINTER COMMUTING!

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS! Outer fabric is tigh

woven wind breaking polyester and cotton twill, a great looking
all weather quality c%oth. Inside they’re completely lined wais!
to cuff, with the richest, softest, most comfortable
cotton/polyester flannel that ever kept you warm and dry
Best of all, they’re 100% home machine wash & dry.

See Them On Approval, NO RISK!

Some domestic, some imported, ALL Extra Fine Quality!

HABAND’S WARM FLANNEL LINED

WINTER 95
SLACKS 050

HABAND REGULAR WAIST SIZES
265 North 9th Street 30 32 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44

Paterson, N.J. 07530 *BIG MEN'S SIZES
Vel Hibwnal | waht 46 48 50 52 64 —add $2.50 per pair
_____ pairs. Send at INSEAMS: $(27-28) M(29-30) L(31-32) XL(33-34
once as specified.
o
GUARANTEE: If for any navy I
reason | do not choose to wear T

the slacks, | may return them crey [N

ithin 30 days for a FULL
EFUND of every parry | TOP 18,95 for sizes: 30 32 34 36 38 40 424

i EATHER
paid you. LEATHER 110,95 for Big Sizes: 46 48 5052 ¢

CJPayment Enclosed
o c;l,a, 6: DVisa OIMC (T R ]
i ki EBROWNEI e - 5 ]
SLACKS TOTAL
ADD $2.50 FOR EACH
Exp.Date BELT TOTAL
7KE-06X-715 Postage & Handling
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REMARKABLE NEW BANDAGE
GIVES BLESSED RELIEF FROM
PAIN IN HOURS AND DAYS!

AMAZING NEW MEDICALLY APPROVED BANDAGE ELIMINATES PAIN AND
RESTORES MOVEMENT THROUGH ELECTROSTATIC ACTION! RELIEVES
AND ELIMINATES PAIN FROM ARTHRITIS ... RHEUMATISM ... BACKACHE ...
SPORTS INJURIES ... SPINAL AND TENDON DISCOMFORT — AND MANY
OTHER CAUSES! READ THE THRILLING DETAILS AND END YOUR PAIN

WITHIN DAYS.

Now at last one of the most fascinating
medical stories of the 20th century can be
told - for the benefit of those who suffer
needlessly from pain and physical
discomfort. In the 1960s medical scientists
discovered that the application of an
electrical "field” to painful areas of the body
actually resulted in decrease or elimination
of pain.

Using this information, Dr. W. Seuss of
West Germany designed a series of
bandages contoured to various body parts
in which the synthetic foam interior was
exposed to polarized electricity. The
inventor patented the process under the
name of MEDIPOLAN Bandages.

The bandages were then tested
clinically under controlled scientific
conditions by physicians who reported an
absolutely amazing success rate.
MEDIPOLAN Bandages are now available
for the first time in the U.S.

SPACE-AGE FABRIC

MEDIPOLAN Bandage is a lightweight,
contour-shaped synthetic cloth material
containing a thin foam center with a built-in,
permanent electrostatic field activated by
contact with the skin. There are NO
batteries or wires, and the bandage is
COMPLETELY safe - with NO side effects
as in the case of many medications.

Test results show that easing of pain is
obtained within an average of 12 hours after
application of the bandage. Physicians
report that “the bandages are pleasant to
wear, fit well, and are much more hygienic
than other remedies since they are
washable.” Bandages are adjustable to fit
any size. Average weight of bandages is less
than 3 ounces.

How MEDIPOLAN Is Used -

MEDIPOLAN Bandages are per-
manently shaped to fit that part of the body
where pain is felt. You apply the correct
bandage, which remains in place without
slipping or irritation. The electrical "field”
goes to work at once, reducing the
sensitivity of nerve endings and thus
decreasing and eliminating pain.

This miracle is accomplished NOT by
heat but by the amazing effect of an
electrical "field” on the human body.
Inflammation disappears, pain is eliminated
and the affected area is useful again. And all
this results within days or even hours!

Continue Your Routine

Wear the bandage while at work, play,
leisure or sleeping. The electrical "field”
remains constant and cannot be destroyed
by washing. When pain disappears,
discontinue the bandage. Use it again for
some future problem - it will still work!

You carry your own medical equipment
treatment with you wherever you are - right
on the area that is paining you. Bandage is
form-fitting and is virtually unnoticeable
under clothing.

Now you can replace expensive
medicinal and physical treatments with a
simple, tested bandage that can be worn
comfortably for hours, so that you can
reduce your medicinal dosage and its side
effects. Excellent for thermal comfort too!

Many Applications
MEDIPOLAN banishes pain in UPPER
ANKLES...KNEE and ELBOW JOINTS...
LIGAMENT DISORDERS..TENDON and
MUSCLE...RHEUMATIC DISEASES...
ARTHRITIS...SPORTS INJURIES...SPINAL
and BACK PAIN...SPRAINS...POOR
POSTURE.

HIP

SHOULDER

MEDIPOLAN decreases pain...relaxes
hardened muscle system...reduces inflam-
mation...increases blood circulation...
reduces spasms...decreases need for
medication...permits mobility and activity.

Your health insurance provider may
reimburse you for this health appliance.

MAIL COUPON TODAY

OR USE OUR TOLL-FREE NUMBER

Why suffer from pain any longer? Now
enjoy pain relief in just a few days-or even
hours. You risk NOTHING and have
everything to gain. Just mail coupon with
your remittance on our liberal 60-DAY
MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE. You MUST
be delighted with results - or return
bandage for prompt refund.

Ascarr Medical Corp., Dept. V03, 8333 W. McNab Rd., Suite 128A, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33321
FOR EVEN QUICKER PAIN RELIEF, PHONE YOUR ORDER (CREDIT CARDS ONLY:) {7&%
TYPE__|HOW MANY?| PRICE TOTAL _ 1-800-272-2778 A }
KNEE $38.39 $ O | ENCLOSE $ I
2‘8855 ggggg 2 0 CHARGE TO 0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD
T8
BACK $39.98 | § i
NECK $28.98 $ EXPIRES
SHOULDER $39.69 $ SIGNATURE
ELBOW $37.59 | $ e -1t
HIP $56.95 $
DOUBLE SHOULDER $59.95 $ iy
SHIPPING: | $ 2.75 APT.
FLA. Residents: Add 6% Sales Tax: $ GITY
TOTAL: | $ STATE ___ zIp
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The USS Arizona memor-
ial at Pearl Harbor is a
tribute to the Americans
who died when Japan
unexpectedly struck the
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Washington Office.
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Cabinet-Status at Last

With Rep. Gerald Solomon, ranking minority member of the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee in the foreground,
President Reagan signs the bill creating a Cabinet-level department out of the VA. Standing behind them are Rep. Bob
McEwen, a HVAC member; VA Administrator Thomas K. Turnage; Rep. G.V. (Sonny) Montgomery, HVAC chairman; Rep.
John Paul Hammerschmidt, HYAC member, and Rep. Frank Horton, ranking minority member of House Government
Operations Committee. VFW official representatives at the ceremony at Fort McNair were Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief
Walter G. Hogan, Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief James L. Kimery and Executive Director Cooper T. Holt, of the VFW

B
By Larry W. Rivers
VFW Commander-in-Chief

hen President Reagan signed
the bill that will make the
Veterans Administration a Cabinet-
level department and the Adminis-
trator of Veterans Affairs a member
of the President’s Cabinet, he said:
“This bill does not give Cabinet
rank to just a government agency, it
gives Cabinet rank to every veteran.”

To this, all of us in the Veterans of

Foreign Wars of the United States

who have worked so hard and so
long to achieve this Priority Goal
reply with a more than 2 million-
strong, lusty and heartfelt Amen.

It was appropriate that the Presi-
dent sign the bill on the campus of
the National Defense University at
Fort Lesley J. McNair. Lt. Gen. McNair
was the highest ranking American
officer killed in action. He and several
hundred men of the 9th, 4th and
30th Divisions were killed at the
outset of the St. Lo breakthrough in
Normandy on July 25, 1944, by
American bombs that fell short.

In his remarks before signing the
bill on Oct. 25, the President said his
words referring to the Cabinet-level
Department of Veterans Affairs were
“near and dear to my heart.”

“It's been 13 years since Army
veteran Senator Strom Thurmond
introduced the bill,” he said. “We

have it this year because Marine
veteran Congressman Gerry Solo-
mon worked to make sure the job
would be completed before Congress
adjourned. And, of course, Army
veteran Congressman Sonny Mont-
gomery was one of the leadersin the
fight for the legislation. Others in
Congress — especially on the vet-
erans’ and government operations’
committees — helped lead the way.

“This bill gives those who have
borne America’s battles, who have
defended the borders of freedom,
who have protected our nation’s
security in war and in peace — it
gives them what they have deserved
for so long, a seat at the table in our
national affairs.

“I've said before that America’s
debt to those who would fight for
her defense doesn’t end the day the
uniform comes off. For the security
of our nation, it must not end. Every
time a man or woman enlists in the

Photo By William G. Smith
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Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines or
Coast Guard, he or she is ready to
lay down his or her life for our
nation. We must be ready to show
that America appreciates what that
means.

“I like to think that this bill gives
Cabinet rank, not just to an agency
within the government, but to every
single veteran. And so in signing this
bill, I'm saying to all our veterans
what I say to new Cabinet members.
Welcome aboard.”

For years, the VFW has had eleva-
tion of the VA to the Cabinet as a
Priority Goal. This action was long
overdue. The VA serves a veteran
population of 27.3 million. When 53
million dependents and deceased
veterans’ survivors are added in, the
total comes to more than 80 million
persons who are touched by the VA.

The VA administers many pro-
grams that contribute directly to
the nation’s economy. For example,
its 245,000 employees make it the
federal government’s second largest
employer. Over 95% of its $28.1 billion
1989 fiscal year budget goes for
direct benefits and services. VA facil-
ities are in all 50 states, Puerto Rico
and the Philippines. It operates the
nation’s largest medical system, with
172 hospitals, 231 outpatient clinics,
117 nursing homes, 27 domiciliaries
and 188 centers for Vietnam veteran
counseling. Besides the economic
impact of its compensation, pension
and educational and vocational train-
ing programs, the VA has guaranteed
more than 12 million home loans. It
also operates the nation’s fifth
largest insurance program.

More than half the nation’s prac-
ticing physicians have trained in VA
facilities. More than 160 medical
and dental schools are VA-affiliated.
The VA also has pioneered in many
medical accomplishments: hyperten-
sion; CAT-scan; organ transplants;
prosthetics research, and tubercu-
losis treatment. Two Nobel laureates
were VA physicians.

In the area of education, the VA
has enabled millions to go to college.
Recently, the 20 millionth veteran to

take advantage of VA educational
entitlements was identified.

Establishment of Cabinet-status
for veterans is the result of hard
work by the VFW and Congress. It is
a recognition long deserved of the
VA’s important role in serving all
Americans and a tribute to the na-
tion’s veterans as well.

This new law is the first major
reorganization of federal responsi-
bilities toward veterans since the VA
was formed with vigorous VFW sup-
port in 1930 when several agencies
were consolidated to administer
health-care, insurance, benefit pay-
ments and vocational training. With
the return of 16 million WWII vet-
erans, the VA's growth was rapid
and enormous.

It was Nov. 10 of last year that
President Reagan announced his sup-
port for Cabinet status for the VA
after meeting with, among others,
Executive Director Cooper T. Holt,
of the VFW Washington Office, and
then Commander-in-Chief Earl L.
Stock, Jr.

In a published telephone interview
with the Associated Press, Holt re-
called the occasion:

Commander-in-Chief Larry W. Rivers awards
President Reagan the VFW Gold Medal of
Merit during the Chief’s recent visit to
Washington.

“There were several of us over
there at the White House, and we
came prepared to make a case. But
when he [President Reagan] came
in, he apparently had decided
against some of his advisers, and he
said he wanted to do it.”

What kind of a person should Pres-
ident-elect Bush choose as the first
Secretary of Veterans’' Affairs?

As I set forth in my acceptance
speech at the conclusion of the 89th
National Convention, this new de-
partment must be headed by a true
veterans’' advocate. This individual
must recognize and appreciate the
special service rendered by the vet-
erans of this country.

Further, I said, “Our secretary
must understand not only our fears;
he must understand also the unique
problems commonplace among vet-
erans and their families. This first
Secretary of Veterans’ Affairs must
understand the needs of our aging
veteran population. Veterans will
measure the depth of that under-
standing with the vigor with which
he joins with us in our fight to fund
fully a quality and meaningful geri-
atric care program.

“If this first Secretary of Veterans’
Affairs understands the suffering
caused by herbicide exposure, and
indeed he must, he will move quickly
and deal fairly with this important
issue. Agent Orange victims must be
compensated. Useless rhetoric must
be replaced by meaningful action.”

The new law does not become |
effective until March 15, so President-
elect Bush will have ample time to
select the person to head this new
department. Meanwhile, your VFW
will be watching developments
closely. i
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By Cooper T. Holt
Executive Director,
VFW Washington Office

he 100th Congress was one of

the most active since the presi-
dency of Lyndon B. Johnson in the
mid-1960s.

It distinguished itself especially in
several areas relating to veterans’
issues. Of primary importance to
veterans was the enactment of the
VA Cabinet bill. In this, the Veterans
of Foreign Wars played a pivotal role
and won a major victory for this
organization and this nation’s vet-
erans.

Each and every VFW member
should derive a great deal of satis-
faction and pride from this landmark
legislative accomplishment.

Creation of the VA as a Cabinet
department formally and publicly
acknowledges the very special patri-
otic service rendered the nation by
its military veterans.

Another major legislative victory
for the VFW and the nation’s veter-
ans was passage of the bill providing
for judicial review of VA benefit
determinations. It has long been a
VFW conviction that the nation’s
veterans have a greater claim to
access to the judicial system than
any other segment of the population
when it comes to their entitlements
and benefits.

On the other hand, it has been the
VFW’s opinion that flooding federal
courts with veterans’ cases ulti-
mately would harm veterans and
fundamentally alter the VA’s own
appelate system to the veterans’
detriment.

An Activist Gongress

The legislation passed by Congress
and signed by President Reagan was
acompromise that should give us all
a strong sense of accomplishment.

It establishes a new three- to
seven-member federal court to hear
appeals from decisions rendered by
the VA Board of Veterans Appeals,
which willremain intact but strength-
ened because it will be given a sig-
nificant degree of independence
from the VA since the President will
now appoint its chairman.

The new Court of Veterans Ap-
peals will have exclusive jurisdiction
over factual, legal and Constitutional
questions on benefit claims under
VA-administered laws. The $10 at-
torney fee will be replaced with a
reasonable charge once the case has
come before the independent court.
This conforms to a current VFW
Resolution.

The judicial review law also con-
tains a provision for a 4.1% cost-of-
living adjustment for veterans re-
ceiving VA compensation. It also
increases by the same amount De-
pendency and Indemnity Compensa-
tion. Both became effective the first
of this month. Veterans’ education,
rehabilitation, health-care and other
programs are improved by this new
law also.

Another accomplishment of the
100th Congress for veterans was the
New GI Bill Continuation Act, mak-
ing the New GI Bill permanent. It
provides educational assistance of
$300 a month for up to 36 months in
return for a three-year commitment
to active duty service and a $1,200
reduction in basic pay over the first
12 months of service; $250 monthly
for a two-year commitment. Guard
and Reserve personnel can receive
$140 amonth for up to 36 months in
return for a six-year enlistment or
reenlistment. The new law renames
the program the Montgomery GI
Bill.

The Veterans Home Loan Program
Improvements and Property Rehabil-

itation Act provides for major VA
home loan program reforms. The
Radiation-Exposed Veterans Com-
pensation Act authorizes the VA to
pay compensation to certain veter-
ans exposed to ionizing radiation
while they were in service. The Vet-
erans’ Benefits and Services Act rein-
states the travel allowance to VA
medical facilities for certain veterans
who have been denied the benefit
because of VA-imposed eligibility re-
strictions, establishes entitlement to
VA outpatient care for veterans for
their service-connected disabilities
and veterans 50% or more disabled
for treatment of any disability, im-
proves benefits for former POWs
and calls for a national plan for the
future of Vet Centers. It includes
several other provisions.

The Veterans’ Employment, Train-
ing and Counseling Amendments of
1988 extends the Veterans’' Job
Training Act for two years, through
March, 1990, and authorizes an addi-
tional $120 million for the program
as well as the establishment of a
National Veterans’ Employment and
Training Services Institute for those
who will provide job-related services
to veterans.

Amongthe many provisions of the
Veterans’Benefits and Programs Im-
provements Act of 1988 is one that
will give certain military personnel a
second chance to take part in the
Montgomery GI Bill if they have
opted out of it.

The 100th Congress accomplishes
much in veterans’ legislation, and
the VFW thanks and congratulates
these friends of veterans in the Sen-
ate and House for what they have
done, but many problems and short-
comings still must be disposed of
through continued and positive ac-
tion.

Despite the hard work by the VFW
and other veterans’ advocates on
Capitol Hill, the VA budget is woe-

continued on page 43
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WASHINGTON WIRE

LEGISLATIVE

100th Congress Adjourns

On Oct. 22, the historic 100th Congress adjourned.
With respect to veterans’ legislation, the 100th
Congress will in all likelihood be remembered as one
of the most effective Congresses in recent history.

® Cabinet Level For VA

First and foremost of all the bills enacted into
law during the 100th Congress was HR 3471, a bill
upgrading the Veterans Administration to a Cabinet
department. Signed into law on Oct. 5, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Act will become effective
next March 15, but a secretary to head the Cabinet
department could be named by the new President as
early as Jan. 21, 1989.

The new law designates the VA Administrator as
the Secretary of Veterans' Affairs and provides for a
Deputy Secretary, Chief Medical Director, Chief Bene-
fits Director, up to six Inspectors General — all
appointed by the President and confirmed by the
Senate. Up to 18 Deputy Assistant Secretaries will be
appointed by the Secretary of Veterans' Affairs.

The Department of Medicine and Surgery will
become the Veterans Health Services and Research
Administration of the Department of Veterans' Af-
fairs; the VA Department of Veterans Benefits will be
redesignated the Veterans Benefits Administration,

and the Department of Memorial Affairs will now be .

known as the Nationl Cemetery System.

The enactment of this landmark piece of legisla-
tion was the culmination of many years of hard work
by the VFW. Even though a vast majority of the
Congress supported the measure, many obstacles
had to be overcome. Through perseverance by the
membership of the VFW in contacting their repre-
sentatives in Congress, those obstacles were over-
come and this longstanding VFW Priority Goal is
now a reality.

® Judicial Review

In addition to the Cabinet-level bill, Congress
also sent to the President legislation providing for
judicial review of Veterans Administration benefit
determinations, effective next Sept. 1. After over a
decade of controversy, a compromise was achieved
in resolving this issue.

Under the new law, a new three-to-seven member
federal court will be established to hear appeals of
adverse decisions rendered by the VA's Board of
Veterans Appeals. Veterans will now be able to
protest denials of benefits after they have exhausted
all avenues with the BVA. The new court will be an
Article I court. This means veterans’ service organi-
zation representatives still will be allowed to repre-
sent veterans in appealing a claim. If a veteran

prefers to be represented by an attorney at this level,
however, the $10 cap on fees that lawyers may
chargewill be replaced by a “reasonable” fee schedule.
Finally, veterans can appeal cases denied by the
Court of Veterans Appeals to the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Federal Circuit but only in cases
challenging laws and regulation — not individual
questions of fact.

The VA’s BVA will remain intact. The President
will now appoint its chairman, thus providing inde-
pendence to the BVA, however.

e COLA

Also included in legislation providing forjudicial
review was a provision granting a 4.1% cost-of-living
increase for veterans receiving service-connected
disability compensation and for survivors receiving
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation. This in-
crease will be effective the first of this month.

Along with the provisions addressing judicial
review and the cost-of-living adjustment, the new
law also has numerous other provisions affecting
veterans.

® Agent Orange

The new law increases the authorization level to
$4 million for the Ranch Hand Study Blood Testing
program and an independent survey of the scientific
evidence, studies and literature on the health effects
of possible exposure to toxic chemicals contained in
herbicides used in Vietnam. The new law extends, by
15 months — from Sept. 30, 1989 to Dec. 31, 1990
—VA health-care eligibility for Vietnam veterans
who may have been exposed to dioxin (and certain
veterans exposed to ionizing radiation). With respect
to the Agent Orange litigation settlement, the law
provides that payments received in connection with
the settlement are to be treated as reimbursement
for prior unreimbursed medical expenses and shall
not be counted as income for purposes of VA-adminis-
tered laws. Finally, updates on any health risks be
provided to veterans as they become known, rather
than on an annual basis.

® Rehabilitation Provisions

The new law extends for three years, through
Jan. 31,1992, the temporary programs oftrial work
periods and vocational rehabilitation evaluations
for service-connected disabled veterans rated totally
disabled based on a determination of individual
employability and removes the requirement that
these veterans undergo vocational rehabilitation
evaluations to determine their rehabilitation poten-
tial. Also extended for three years, from Jan. 31,
1989 to Jan. 31, 1992, are the temporary programs
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of vocational training for certain nonservice-disabled
veterans newly awarded need-based pension, and of
three-years protection of veteran pensioners’ VA
health-care eligibility ifthey lose pension entitlement
as a result of work income.

@ Health Care
The law provides a technical correction so that
outpatient contract care authority may be made

SERVICE

VA Budget Crunch Is On

Many who have been receiving discretionary care
from the VA may no longer get it. This is care given
veterans who have no clearly established eligibility.
Often this is provided at VA medical centers where
the pressure of a large veteran population is not so
| heavy as at others.

‘ The VA’s Department of Medicine and Surgery
already has issued instructionsto correct the amount
of such care available to veterans. This will be done
by removing resources from one facility to others
where discretionary care was limited. On the surface,
this sounds fair, but this care will be reduced to a
marginal level as funds become less.

Upshot is that many used to getting this care are
being turned away. This will have an impact on
transplant services, veterans' prescriptions, com-
munity nursing-home care and contract hospitaliza-
tion.

VFW National Veterans Service field reps are
monitoring the situation. The VFW will continue to

SECURITY

VFW Speaks, House Listens

Acting on Resolution 452 opposing a requirement
that the President notify Congress of all covert
actions within 48 hours, Commander-in-Chief Larry
W. Rivers expressed VFW objections to HR 3822
because of its 48-hour provision in letters to each
House member.

“Such a provision, we feel, would prevent the
President from taking decisive action in emergencies
and limit allied cooperation and assistance in covert
operations,” he wrote. “This restraint on the Presi-
dent is opposed by every former national security
adviser and director of Central Intelligence. We
believe that instead of placing constraints on the

available to veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities rated at 30% or40% and who have incomes at or
below the VA pension standard, are former prison-
ers of war, World War I veterans or are in receipt of
compensation or pension aid-and-attendance or
housebound benefits.

................................... James N. Magill
Director of National Legislative Service

insist that VA health-care delivery system be funded
adequately.

The President’s budget request for FY 89 for the
Department of Medicine and Surgery was $10.3
billion; Congress appropriated $10.5 billion. Of this,
$6.758 billion was mandated for 194,720 fulltime
employees, a figure increased by 2,362 last year. “All
other” expenses are competing for the balance.

Beneficiary Travel
The VA has now decided that veteransliving within a
R7-mile radius of their homes will be subject to a
deductible of $6 per roundtrip for each visit, not to
exceed $18 per calendar month. This means that
veterans who make more than three roundtrips per
month on scheduled visits to a VA medical center
will be reimbursed for mileage for any additional
travel after roundtrips have satisfied the $18 deduct-
ible per calendar month.
............................... Frederico Juarbe Jr.
Director of National Veterans Service

President, Congress should strive to build better
cooperation and trust between and among the
branches of government.” Result was that the 48-
hour provision was deleted from HR 2833, the
Intelligence Oversight Act of 1988.

Praising the VFW’s role, Rep. Gerald Solomon
(N.Y.) wrote Rivers that the bill would have “seri-
ously undermined our country’s ability to conduct
effective intelligence operations. Clearly, it was the
national grassroots opposition generated by the
VFW which provided the margin needed to prevent
Congressional passage of this dangerouslegislation.”

............................... Kenneth A. Steadman
Director of National Security & Foreign Affairs
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CHAMPUS Bill

CALL

Likes Magazine Articles

All CHAMPUS-eligible members are
urged to ask their Representatives in
Congress to support HR. 2934. This
bill would allow CHAMPUS eligibility
to continue past age 65 as a second
pay or supplemental health policy to
Medicare.

Presently we lose CHAMPUS at age

65 and must purchase a private in-
surance plan at substantial cost to
cover expenses left over after Medi-
care. Congressmen should be remind-
ed that the military retiree loses
CHAMPUS at age 65. The Civil Service
retirees, however, have over half of
their health insurance paid for by
Uncle Sam for their lifetime. Why the
discrimination between the military
and civilian employee? — John R.
Perry, 7908 Juniper St., Miramar,
Fla. 33023.
Editor’s note: For those members not
eligible for CHAMPUS, consider the
VFW-sponsored Supplemental Medi-
care Insurance outlined in the Mem-
ber Benefits section on page 34.

Death to Pushers

The death penalty for the mass killer
drug pushers has already passed the
Senate and it now comes before the
House of Representatives. However it
turns out, there is one more hill to
climb. The individual sovereign states
can and must pass the death penalty
for drug pushers which would be far
stronger than the federal simply be-
cause local law enforcement people
are much more knowledgeable on the
needs of their own locale. The federals
check with the locals first to find out
what’s going on. Give the locals the
power of the death penalty then.
When they arrest these killers, they
will be brought before an elected
judge as opposed to an appointed
federal judge. We the people, and
rightfully so, will have the last word as
to whether the elected judge will be
reelected. The states that do not want
the death penalty will most assuredly
give notice to the pushers where to
relocate their operations without fear
of being prosecuted. — Jeff Carden,
PO Box 5022, Mobile, Ala. 36605.

Compliments to you on the quality of
the articles appearing in the VFW
Magazine this year. Although I was
not in on D-Day (invasion of Nor-
mandy, June 6, 1944), I arrived in
France two months later and saw the
beaches and the battles to St. Lo. I am
a member of Post 588 but I am not
very active because of my health and
try to support the Post in its local
projects. Particularly interesting to
me in the October issue was the one
about John Philip Sousa (“The Official
March King”) and his band. I am an
ardent circus fan, and several of his
compositions are played by circus
bands. — John L. Sullivan, P.O. Box
492, Concordia, Kans. 66901.

Boycott Toshiba, He Says

I was disappointed to learn from a
local newscast that the final result of
the Toshiba conspiracy, which enabled
the Soviet Union to purchase ad-
vanced technology for building quiet
submarines that could elude detection
by our Navy, was only a slap on the
wrist. According to the newscast the
only punishment that our government
selected was that Toshiba would be
ineligible for government contracts.
Yet, in our VA hospital canteen,
Toshiba is being featured as a leading
sales item. Shouldn't we lead our
countrymen in a boycott of Toshiba?
— Dr. John K. Baldwin, 303 Raintree
Pl., Pineville, La. 71360.

More on Combat Pay

Regarding Korean War combat pay
(Mail Call, June), in 1952, I was dis-
charged at Fort Devens, Mass., after
serving with the 24th Division signals
in Korea. I submitted a claim at that
time upon advice. of the separation
personnel and was told on the final
day of separation that I was not
qualified for combat pay. Years later,
I met another member of my unit,
who told me that he received his
combat pay and that we were quali-
fied. I wrote to the Army’s Finances
through the President of the United

continued on page 11
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VFW Magazine, Broadway at 34th St., Kansas City, MO
64111, Be sure to furnish your old address, also your
Post number, when requesting change to new address,
To insure accuracy, please clip and enclose your present
address as printed on a recent copy of VEW Magazine,

MEMBER AUDIT BUREAU
OF CIRCULATION

(I8N 0161-8598)
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I MAIL CALL
continued from page 8

States and received a letter which
cited the Soldiers’ and Sailors Civil
Relief Act of 1940 to the effect that all
claims after ten years will not be paid,
even if you are qualified and entitled
to combat pay. Talk about a forgotten
war. We are all forgotten after you
serve and do your duty. All they want
to hear is what you owe them, not
what they owe you. — John J. Quinn,
186 Temple Hill Rd.-U1601, New
Windsor, N.Y. 12550.

Liked Korea Stories

Quite by chance I came acrossa June, .

1988, issue of VFW Magazine and was
pleasantly surprised by the excellent
articles on the Korean War. I especial-
ly enjoyed “The First Moral Crusade”
by Richard Kolb and the story by
Phillip F. Van Pelt. I myself served in
Korea with the 1st Cavalry Division
(5th Cav. Regt., [ Co.). I also have the
privilege of being included in Don
Knox'’s “Oral History of the Korean
War,” both Volumes I and II. Once
again, many thanks for the excellent
articles on Korea. — Jerry Emer, 200
Southtowne Dr., S. Milwaukee, Wis.
53172.

Has Dogtags

BUILD A LEGEND. . .

V-8 POWER

FACTORY BUILT
OR
EASY TO ASSEMBLE
KITS

1955 T-BIRD REPLICA
CALL FREE 18003331955 EXT. 20

REGAL T-BIRDS LTD. 1212 Greenway Cross Madison, WI 53713

During my period of Army active
duty, from September, 1946 to Novem-
ber, 1952, I found three sets of dog-
tags. I am not sure, but I think they
were found in Korea in 1947. These
tags have been sitting in an old cigar
box in my home for the past 40 years.
The names are BROWN, Vernon D.,
RA17197100; PAGE, William H.,
RA17220371, and SZCZYPTA, Ted R,,
RA13248730. If any of them reads
this, or a reader knows of these men,
the tags may be obtained from me. —
My/Sgt. William Gordon, Camp Smith,
Peekskill, N.Y. 10566.

Letters should be of no more than 100 words
and deal with only one subject. Editing for
space, clarity and good taste may be necessary.
Published letters include the sender’'s name
and address to enable readers to reply directly.
Anonymous mail is not considered for publica-
tion. Space limitations preclude use of all the
letters received. Because of their volume, it is
impossible to reply to or to acknowledge Mail
Call submissions.

Veterans’
ing

Also Available,
Complete Line
of Handcrafted
Custom Jewelry

HAND CRAFTED
DalVTH SIMULATED | CUSTOM JEWELRY

RAISED VIETNAM | - IFETIME WARRANTY

SILHOUETTE

A silent reminder for all to see.

/ CUSTOMIZED

FOR YOU —
CUBIC ZIRCONIA
POSITIONED IN
AREA YOU SERVED

Thering itself stands for, “l understand,
| know and | care.” The bearer of this
ring asks for nothing, but silently
makes himself available to any other Vietnam
Veteran who might need an understanding ear or
the compassion and understanding to get him
by some rough spots on the road that we have all traveled
at one time or another.

Please write for your free color brochure

which explains the purpose and meaning behind the Vietnam
Veterans' Ring.

@

Vietnam Veterans’ Ring
P.O. Box 155 Giriffith, Indiana 46319

Your Friend,

Jim Chancello'r

Central Highlands,

1969-1970
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Van Zandt Museum Needs

The James E. Van Zandt Museum at
VFW National Headquartersis seek-
ing copies of Foreign Service Maga-
zine (predecessor of VFW Magazine)
from September, 1913, through Sep-
tember, 1914; September, 1915,
through September, 1916, and Janu-
ary, 1923, through July, 1923. Also
being sought are 1945 and 1951
National Convention badges, an Air
Force Class A uniform, a Spanish-
American War uniform and pictures
of World Wars I and II and the
Korean and Vietnam Wars. Anyone
interested may contact Curator
Elmer Rafiner, VFW National Head-
quarters, VFW Building, 34th and
Broadway, Kansas City, Mo. 64111.

VA Denies Post Story

The chief of the Veterans Adminis-
tration medical system has labeled
as “grossly inaccurate” an Oct. 11
Washington Post story that accused
him of ordering changes in a hospital
mortality study because the results
would make the VA look bad.

Dr. John A. Gronvall said the re-
sults of a highly sophisticated statis-
tical analysis whose methods were
praised by the General Accounting
Office (GAO), the investigative arm
of Congress, “were and are intact.”
The first phase of the VA-initiated
study, completed last February, ex-
amined mortality rates at the agen-
cy’s 172 hospitals, and the results
are now being validated before their
expected release in February.

GAO also praised the VA for in-
cluding a review of hospital records
as part of its study. The VA’s ap-
proach differed from a recent gov-
ernment study of community hos-
pital mortality which GAO had criti-
cized. The agency is conducting an
intensive records review at the hos-
pitalsidentified in its initial analysis.

In astatement, Gronvall said, “The
Post accuses me of ‘directing re-
searchers to produce asmaller num-
ber of questionable hospitals.’ That
is not only grossly inaccurate but is
a totally outrageous accusation. I
personally initiated this study so
that if we found problems in VA's

HEAR o B

quality of care we could correct
them.”

“When the study is finished and
we have verified results, we will
make it public,” Gronvall added.
“That process, not the initial data,
will provide the validation we think
is essential to a thorough and mean-
ingful quality assurance study.”

PBS Programs

Two PBS television series that might
be of interest to veterans will begin
airing in January. They are “War and
Peace in the Nuclear Age” and “Ethics
in America.” The first is a 13-part
documentary highlighting the devel-
opment of nuclear weapons and
nuclear issues and how they have
influenced international relations
and contemporary thought. The sec-
ond, in ten parts, will feature U.S.
Supreme Court Justice Antonin
Scalia, Jeane Kirkpatrick, Surgeon
Gen. C. Everett Koop and, among
others, U.S. Attorney Rudolph W.
Giuliani and Sen. Alan K. Simpson.
Check your newspaper for time and
station in your area.

Croix de Guerre Organization

Veterans who were awarded the
French or Belgian Croix de Guerre
are eligible for active membership in
the American Order of the French
Croix de Guerre. Veterans whose
units received either of these medals
and were serving with their units
during the time of the action for
which their units were honored are
eligible for associate membership.
For further information, write Steven
F. Kovach, 325 Spring St., New York,
N.Y. 10013. He is president of the
organization.

Korean Monument Contest

The American Battle Monuments
Commission has announced a na-
tional design competition for the
Korean War Veterans Memorial to
be erected in Washington, D.C., near
the Lincoln Memorial. It is open to
all U.S. citizens 18 or older. In the
announcement, the commission also
says the competition will be judged

by the Korean War Veterans Memor-
ial Advisory Board established by
law for that purpose. For further
information write before Dec. 16 to
the Korean War Veterans Memorial
Design Competition, P.O. Box 17045,
Baltimore, Md. 21203-7045.

VA Seeking Volunteers

The Veterans Administration is cur-
rently conducting a multi-hospital
cooperative study of stroke preven-
tion in patients with nonvalvular
atrial fibrillation. The study is being
sponsored by the Cooperative Stud-
ies Program of the Medical Research
Service, directed by Dr. Daniel Dey-
kin.

Approximately 1,100 patients will
be entered into the study over a
three-year period. Medical treat-

-ment and the study medication will
be provided at no charge to the
patient. Veterans do not have to be
service connected to enter the study.
Patients will be followed closely by a
medical research team.

Veterans will be entered by 16
participating VA Medical Centers:
Ann Arbor, Mich.; Baltimore, Md;
Boston, Mass.; Cincinnati, Ohio;
Hines, Ill; Little Rock, Ark.; Long
Beach, Calif.; Minneapolis, Minn.;
Newington, Conn.; Northport, N.Y.;
Roseburg, Ore.; San Diego, Calif;
Seattle, Wash.; Tampa, Fla.; Washing-
ton, D.C., and West Haven, Conn.

Any veteran of service in the U.S.
Armed Forces who has nonvalvular
atrial fibrillation and is interested in
being considered as a candidate to
participate in the study should write
Dr. Kenneth E. James, Chief, VA
Cooperative Studies Program Coor-
dinating Center 151-K0, VA Medical
Center, 3801 Miranda Avenue, Palo
Alto, CA 94304.

VA Exonerated

A General Accounting Office (GAO)
investigation has cleared the VA of
charges of willfully destroying rec-
ords sought by parties to a major
court case involving claims for radi-
ation exposure.

The GAO concluded that VA rec-
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ords were not “intentionally purged,
destroyed, or withheld” during the
lengthy and far-reaching discovery
process of a suit filed in a U.S.
District Court by the National Asso-
ciation of Radiation Survivors
(NARS). The court has not yet issued
its decision in the case, which in-
volves a challenge to the constitu-
tionality of attorney-fee limits in
complex veterans’ claims proceed-
ings.

GAO, the investigative arm of Con-
gress, initiated its review following
allegationsthat the VA had impeded
NARS requests for vast numbers of
agency records. GAO found that,
while some records were destroyed,
this was the inadvertent result of a
normal purging of VA files. The GAO
also revealed that information ob-
tained from the FBI, the Department
of Justice’s Public Integrity Section
and the VA Inspector General did
not contradict GAO’s findings.

The NARS action was filed in April,
1983, and sought relief from a law
that places a $10 limit on fees veter-
ans may pay attorneys representing
them in claims for VA death and
disability benefits. NARS contended
the complex nature of claims for
radiation-related conditions necessi-
tated legal counsel. The basic consti-
tutionality of the fee limit has been
upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court.

During the trial, which concluded
in November, 1987, the VA was re-
quired by the court to produce more
than 1 million pages of records and
documents sought by NARS. VA
offices nationwide were affected and
and remain under a protective order
issued in September, 1986.

VA Lowers Interest Rates

WASHINGTON—The Veterans Ad-
ministration lowered its maximum
interest rate for federally backed VA
home loan mortgages by one-half
percentage point to 10%.

The VA said it made the change,
effective Nov. 1, to reflect recent
declines in interest rates in financial
markets.

Fixed-rate mortgages for conven-

The Chaplain’s
Corner

1

By Rev. John W. Hosmer
National Chaplain

e are in the midst of another
holiday season. For many it
means special church services, fam-
ily gatherings, banquets and parties.
VFW members visit VA hospitals
and sponsor parties for children. It
is a happy time of celebrating peace
and goodwill.
But for thousands of our com-
rades, the suffering of war is not
over. Peace did not restore sight to

the blind or limbs to the crippled or
sanity to those who had seen too
much agony. Some of us who were
spared wonder why we were lucky
enough to avoid a life in a hospital
ward or a grave on a distant battle-
field. Were we spared so we could
work a 40-hour week and retire to a
rocking chair at 657 Were we given
these precious years so we could
relax, watch TV and have another
beer? I doubt it. I believe God expects
more of us than just looking out for
our own needs and desires. I believe
He expects us to use our minds, our
strength and our resources to help
the distressed, to protect the weak
and to promote peace on this earth.
These are services good VFW mem-
bers do provide through their VFW
Posts, their churches and individual-
ly.

Eddie Cantor said, “Service is the
rent we pay for our room on earth.”
There are 365 days in the year
ahead. I believe our rent is due.

Best wishes for happy holidays
and a meaningful New Year. |

tional home loans, those not backed
by a government guarantee, dropped
to a nationwide average of 10.22%
last week, according to a survey by
the Federal Home Loan Mortgage
Corp. This rate had been 10.42% at
the end of September.

It marked the fourth change in
the VA rate this year and the first
drop since rates fell by a full per-
centage point, to 9.5%, on Feb. 1.

More POW/MIA Remains

According to an Associated Press
report from Bangkok, Thailand, on
Nov. 2, Vietnam will turn over to the
U.S. at least 21 sets of remains that
may be those of Americans missing

in action from the war in Southeast
Asia.

Two sets recovered by U.S.-Viet-
namese teams that made investiga-
tionsin northern Vietnam last month
are included in the remains.

Unnamed sources said Vietnam
has given the U.S. at least nine
names associated with the remains.

The Vietnamese said 23 sets would
be returned Nov. 3, but a U.S. official
in Bangkok said the number would
be 21.

From Hanoi, the remains were to
be flown to Honolulu for study at the
Army’s Central Identification Labor-
atory, Hawaii.
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4-H Flourishing

When the 1988 Eaton County (Mich.)
4-H Fair got underway, 34 VFW
National Home children were among
the participants with entries com-
peting for awards in the poultry and
livestock division.

When the competition ended, the
4-H program here added 38 new
ribbons to its growing list of accom-
plishments. Three residents, Robert
Keckler, Connie Stout and Nikki
Wilbur, topped the National Home’s
winners’ list with third-place show-
manship ribbons in rabbit, goat and
swine competition.

Keckler, an eighth grader spon-
sored by Post 443, North Attleboro,
Mass., Wilbur, a 16-year-old high
school junior sponsored by Michi-
gan’s Thornapple Valley Post 8260,
and Stout, a senior sponsored by
Missouri’'s Odessa Memorial Post
5675, all live at the Home under the
National Family Program.

Children in that single-parent
program live in one of 36 campus
homes with their own families. Chil-
dren residing at the VFW National
Home under the Residential Program
have hired child care workers as
houseparents.

The National Home 4-H program,
once popular when children here
actively worked on the Montana
Farmstead, is again flourishing. That
is due to many factors, according to
Nancy Bowers, National Home 4-H
specialist.

_NATIONAL

“We've seen the program grow as
interest in 4-H has grown,” said
Bowers, a recreation specialist who
coordinates the 4-H program. “Our
population has steadily grown dur-
ing the 16 months I've been here.”

The growing number of 9-year-
olds, the minimum age for 4-H par-
ticipants, also assures the National
Home of future successes. To win in
the animal competition, children
have to dedicate themselves to work-
ing with their rabbits, goats or pigs
on a regular basis, Bowers added.
“Part of the judging, particularly in
the showmanship competition, is
based on what the owner knows and
how the animal acts. The top com-
petitors are the ones who've worked
with their animals over the years,”
she said.

Goat-raising is the 4-H Club project of these National Home children.

Overall, in the recent county com-
petition, the National Home cap-
tured 35 third through ninth place
ribbons. The remaining three ribbons
were for tenth, 11th and 12th place
finishes.

The 4-H program now moves into
its fall and winter phases, Bowers
continued, as projects are geared
toward indoor activities during the
colder months. Some changes are
expected in the National Home’s 4-H
program during the next year, Bow-
ers said, but those involve an in-
crease in opportunities.

“We hope to offer some new pro-
grams during the winter, like crafts,
woodworking and pottery, and by
nextyear’s animal competition we'd
like to have some sheep and poultry
entries in the fair.” [ ]

40 Flags From Texas

VFW Post and Auxiliary 3892, of
Harker Heights, Texas, have shipped
40 US. Flags to the VFW National
Home in Eaton Rapids, Mich.

The Flags were purchased after
C.W. (Buck) Buchanan toured the
child care facility last August and
decided that new colors were needed
to help display the Home’s patriotism.

Each house on campus has a flag-
pole, and with daily flying, the Flags
need replacing occasionally. The $500

worth of Flags assures that each
house will have a new one as needed.

The National Home is supported
solely by contributions from the VFW
and Ladies Auxiliary. Although many
miles away, concerned members such
as Buchanan and Commander A. J.
Demone, of Post 3892, and President
Maria Spann are instrumental in
maintaining VFW National Home and
its quality programs.

First500-Member
Life Membership

The first 500-Member Life Membership
Plaque was presented Sept. 6 to Post
and Auxiliary 4012 of Northville, Mich.,
by District 7 Trustee Paul M. Savage.
At the Michigan Department Conven-
tion, the organization presented a
$1,700 check for 68 National Home
Life Memberships that brought its
total to the required 500.
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AMERICAN EA&LE WALL PLMUE

DETAILED CARVED LOOK
WEATHERED ANTIQUE FINISH HANDPAINTED IN FULL COLOR
HANGING BRACKETS ATTACHED WITH RICH GOLDEN ACCENTS

IGANTIC! Imagine this powerful symbol of America's might hanging over your front door or garage.
makes a magnificent impression—even from across the street. Measures almost 3 FEET from wingtip
) wingtip. Realistic details. Each individual feather stands out. Brightly HANDPAINTED on a warm
'ood-Finish Background . . . appears to have been handcarved from a single block of wood. WEATHER-
ROOF made to last for generatmns Real dramatic indoors too! Perfect for over fireplace, den, family
om, etc. Ready to hang with hanging brackets attached. Just put it up and get ready for the
)mpliments, It's such a beautiful way to take pride in your American Heritage.

0. 4130—~Giant Eagle Plaque

ALMOST 3 FEET WIDE!

Save Even More! 2 for 36.99

VETERANS SHOWCASE

DISPLAY YOUR MEDALS,
PHOTOS, RIBBONS & AWARDS

o Beautifully Bevelled Oak-Tone Frame
e Rich Black Velour Background

e (Crystal Clear Cover

e Easel Back & Hanging Hooks Attached

Display your ribbons, medals and photos proudly for
all to see. Great for collectors too! Show off your
prized coins, stamps, and collectables. The thick frame
is deeply bevelled and has a rich Oak-Tone Finish.
Plush VELOUR background. Comes with its own easel
back for standing on shelf and table. Hanging rings
already attached to back for wall display. Makes an
impressive gift. Two sizes.

No. 7131—Veterans Showcase (8''x10")
No. 7132—Veterans Showcase (11”"x14") ..

ARMED SERVICES RING

ARMY Ruby-Red 3 Ct. Faceted Stone
LAYERED IN 18 KT GOLD

3% ARMED SERVICE CAPS

WITH OFFICIAL COLORS & INSIGNIA

NAVY

T'S OFFICIAL! Now, you can get an ARMY, NAVY, MARINE, AIR
*ORCE or COAST GUARD RING, no matter how long it has been since
tou served! Here's the ring you always wanted — so rugged. . . so
nanly and so finely detailed. Each one has deeply sculpted official
nsignia and symbols for that particular branch of service. Elec-

AIR FORCE MARINE

Each One Has a Brilliant, Full-Color Patch
For Your Branch of Service

Each patch measures more than 3 inches across
and bears the insignia for your branch of service
in detailed needlework. It's the hat for all seasons]
— solid material in front and airy mesh in back
makes it comfortable even in the hottest weather.
Built-in sizer is adjustable for fit. You served with
pride, now wear it with pride! Specify Army, Navy,
Marines or Air Force when ordering.

No. 5080—Service Cap ................... $6.99

TWO ONLY $12 — THREE $17

roplated in GENUINE 18 KT GOLD . . . not ordinary plating but

sertified HEAVY GOLD Electroplate. Big. 3 CARAT Multi- faceted,

Ruby- Red Stone. It's the ring you can really wear with pride because

tou served your country well. Available in sizes 7-14.

No. 5623— Armed Services Ring
Special: Two only $22.95

% % % % NOW AVAILABLE ( Sizes 5-10) % % ¥ % %

No. 5095— Ladies Service Ring $12.95
Special: Any Two Only $22.95 (Specify Size & Branch)

Heated ICE SCRAPER

Remove Snow & Ice
the Easy Way!

Make quick work of even heavy ice build- ups. No more frozen
fingers. . . no more chopping on thick ice. Just plug into your
car's lighter receptacle. Softens ice on contact — makes
removal so quick and easy. 2 blades: one for ice — one for
snow. Slips easily into glove compartment. Get smart today. . .
forget scraping in icy frozen weather.
No. 1144— Heated Ice Scraper
TWO ONLY $10.00 — THREE ONLY $14.00

End the pain of
cramped feet!

PROFESSIONAL
SHOE STRETCHER

3555

2 ATTACHMENTS

Why torture Yourself? Get blessed, overmght relief the
professional way. Enjoy a custom fit that will have your aching
feet dancing for joy! Gently stretches and widens tight shoes.
Crafted from Genuine HARDWOODS with an E-Z METAL
HANDLE. Comes with2 NYLON SPOT RELIEVERS. . . relieves
pressure on bunions and corns. Pays for itself. . . no more trips
to shoemaker. Takes the* ouch” out of breaking in new shoes.
Don't suffer another day! SPECIFY SIZE AND SEX WHEN
ORDERING.

Men's Regular (7D-11R) Men's Large (10B-11R)
Ladies' Regular (5B-8R) Ladies' Large (8B-11A)

No. 3066— Professional Shoe Stretcher $5.55

SPECIAL 2 for $10.50

FOSTER- TRENT, INC. |
2345 Post Rd., Dept.567— N, Larchmont, NY 10538 I
RUSH the items ordered below on 30 DAY TRIAL — complete
satisfaction GUARANTEED or my money back( except post. & hand.) |
my payment is enclosed including $2.95 for post. & hand. (Sorry
no C.0.D.).

QUAN. SIZE ITEM NO. DESCRIPTION PRICE
SHIPPING & HANDLING 2.95

N.Y. Residents Must Add Sales Tax

Total Enclosed

For FASTER U.P.S. Delivery Use Street Address & Apt. #

Print Name

Address Apt. #
City

State Zip

Allow 3-5 weeks for delivery

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
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1988-1989 PRIORITY GOALS

Shortly after the 8%th National Convention in Chicago, National
committees met in Kansas City and Washington to establish priorities for the
1988-89 year, based on the resolutions adopted by the delegates in Chicago.

LEGISLATIVE GOALS

Elevate the VA

We fully support elevating the Vet-
erans Administration to an executive
department and specifying the Ad-
ministrator of Veterans Affairs as a
member of the President’s Cabinet.

[On October 25, President Reagan
signed the appropriate legislation
elevating the VA to the Department of
Veterans Affairs. ]

An Adequate VA Budget

We prevail upon the Congress of
the United States to completely fund
those portions of the Veterans Admin-
istration budget as required to main-
tain the integrity of the entire VA
benefit and health-care system and to
completely support efforts for future
health-care needs.

COlAs

Full cost-of-living adjustments at
least equal to the change in the Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI) be provided
annually for all recipients of VA com-
pensation and for all military retirees.

Herbicide Exposure

We actively support liberalizing the
criteria to establish as service con-
nected any disability associated with
herbicide exposure.

VA Construction Budget

We call upon the Congress of the
United States to provide an adequate
annual funding level to allow the VA
to plan now and initiate new construc-
tion efforts to meet the immediate
future needs of our veterans.

Home Loan Guaranty

We strongly encourage the Congress
to maintain the VA Home Loan Guar-
anty Program as the most viable and
desirable means of home financing
for veterans.

An Open National Cemetery

Actively support necessary legisla-
tion to provide our nation’s veterans
with an open national cemetery in
every state.

Veterans' Education

Revitalize veterans’ educational
programs to provide assistance on a
recurring basis to those veterans who
are educationally disadvantaged, in
particular, those who are dislocated
workers by capitalizing upon cooper-
ative education programs, private
learning centers and Title IV of the
Higher Education Amendment Act of
1986.

Veterans' Vocational Training
and Retraining

Establish a National Veterans Voca-
tional Training and Retraining Pro-
gram, administered by the Assistant
Secretary for Veterans Employment
and Training, that will assist veterans
to avoid obsolescence in the work
place through recurring vocational
skills training, relocation incentives
and income support while in training.

Veterans' Federal
Employment Opportunities
Implement a Veterans Federal Em-
ployment Noncompetitive Appoint-
ment Program for which all veterans
are eligible regardless of ERA, and
that implementing regulations stress
the merit of hiring veterans — in
particular, recently separated and
disabled veterans.

Veterans' Preference

Call upon the Congress to repeal
Section 702, Public Law 94-502, and
to reestablish veterans’ preference for
veterans separated under honorable
conditions from active duty in the
Armed Forces after having served
more than 180 consecutive days, other
than for training. That veterans’ pref-
erence be assured and applied at
each level of the federal selection
process and that a distinct veterans’
program staff element be established
in all OPM offices.

SECURITY GOALS

National Defense

Our National Security Program for
1988-1989 reaffirms our firm commit-
ment to a strong national defense.
The wide range of threats to our
security and that of our allies and the
vigorous challenges posed by the
Soviet leadership require a national
defense fully capable of deterring
these threats to peace. A strong na-
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tional defense, in common with strong
and supportive allies, is the founda-
tion of a foreign policy able to respond
successfully to the global challenge of
Communism.
Military Strength and
Arms Reductions

The VFW supports a national de-
fense that provides fully for our secur-
ity requirements at home and abroad.
We continue to urge a comprehensive

modernization and research program
for our conventional and strategic
forces. Our conventional forces must
be expanded to keep pace with an
ever-increasing range of threats.

The Army should be filled and
maintained at 28 divisions to more
adequately accomplish its missions.
The Naval forces should be expanded
to 15 aircraft carriers, while the
Marine Corps should be fully main-



tained at four divisions and four air
wings. The Air Force should move
forward to produce the new C-17
transport aircraft, and the Merchant
Marine should be rebuilt to ensure
our forces have the mobility to fulfill
their global commitments. The modern-
ization of our strategic arsenal must
continue with deployment of the MX
Peacekeeper missile while proceeding
with development of the Midgetman
small-missile system. We maintain our
support for production of the Trident
submarine, the B1-B Bomber and for
such weapons system testing as is
required to complete the moderniza-
tion of our strategic arsenal.

We sustain our support for arms
reduction negotiations which will lead
to mutual, balanced and verifiable
reductions in nuclear weapons, and
we support arms agreements which
will enhance our national security,
our national security interests and
reduce the risk of nuclear conflict.

Central America

Since the dangers, represented by
the Communist Sandinistas in Nicar-
agua and the military dictatorship in
Panama, are mounting, the VFW urges
our government to face up to the
expanding threat to our security and
the stability of Central America. We
urge the government to take action to
secure the Panama Canal and safe-
guard our security interests from
Panama’s military dictator. We urge a
new longterm, bipartisan foreign pol-
icy that will provide political, eco-
nomic, humanitarian and military aid
to friendly Central American govern-
ments and to the Nicaraguan Freedom
Fighters. Recognizing the client-state
role Communist Cuba plays for the
Soviet Union, we urge the government
to maintain close surveillance of
Cuban activities throughout Central
America.

POW/MIAs

The unresolved status of our pris-
oners of war and missing in action in
Southeast Asia remains a high priority
goal of the VFW. We support the
continuing appointment of a Presiden-
tial emissary empowered to receive
full information and to resolve the
status of those still missing and urge

all those concerned to unite in support
of these efforts. We also urge the
government to appoint a POW/MIA
adviser in our embassy in Laos. We
expect the government to use its full
resources at maximum capacity to
provide the fullest possible accounting
of our POW/MIAs at the earliest oppor-
tunity. We urge the government to
bring maximum economic and diplo-
matic pressure and to fly the POW/
MIA flag at all its installations, while
the VFW continues its public-aware-
ness pressure on those countries of
Southeast Asia which fail to recognize
the firm resolve of the U.S. government
and the VFW in this humanitarian
issue. We further urge all Posts to
display the POW/MIA flag as a re-
minder of our determination to keep
this issue a non-negotiable matter of
American honor. The VFW position
will continue to be based upon our
own evaluation of the best possible
information available on this issue.

Strategic Defense

The VFW supports the current pro-
gram of research in strategic defense
which offers the possibility of protect-
ing the United States and its allies
from ballistic-missile attacks. Such a
program, we believe, is essential to
maintain our lead in certain space-
related technologies and to prevent a
Soviet breakthrough in anti-missile
defenses. In conjunction with the on-
going technological research program,
the VFW urges that companion studies
be conducted into the modernization
needs of our almost non-existent air
defenses to protect against the bomb-
er and cruise missile threat and the
underfunded and totally ignored civil
defense needs of our country and its
citizens. We also recognize the deploy-
ment of a strategic defense system
may have a radical effect on our
national-defense policy and our mili-
tary strength. Therefore, we urge
study of the implications of a shift in
our policy and strategy from deter-
rence to defense.

The Armed Forces

In recognizing that the military
profession is a calling not a job, the

VFW remains fully committed to en-
hancing such service to the nation.
The VFW pledges its support to the
National Guard and Reserves and
encourages employers to support the
men and women who serve in these
vital components of the Total Force.
We support the continuing applicabil-
ity of the Montgomery Amendment
(current law which permits overseas
deployment of Guard units for train-
ing purposes) to ensure the National
Guard remains a vital part of our
national defense. We oppose any cuts
in the strength of the National Guard
and Reserve Forces and urge Congress
to provide new incentives for medical
professionals in the National Guard
and Reserves.

NATO

The VFW reaffirms its support for
NATO and urges NATO members to
increase their annual defense budgets
to ensure that NATO's forces are fully
capable of overcoming conventional-
force vulnerability. We support the
continued deployment of adequate
U.S. forces under NATO and deploy-
ment of such nuclear munitions to
assure continued deterrence.

Pacdific Allies

The VFW urges that political, eco-
nomic and military assistance be pro-
vided to the Philippines on a reason-
able and equitable basis so long as
there is a fair agreement of the lease
of bases to America’s forces. We urge
the US. to continue its support for
the Republic of Korea and bring pres-
sure on Communist North Korea to
cease work on the Kum Kang Dam.
The VFW continues its vigorous sup-
port for the immediate sale of modern
aircraft to the Republic of China on
Taiwan to replace its obsolete air
force.

Terrorism

The VFW continues to urge that a
full range of measures be adopted to
deter, guard against and combat ter-
rorists wherever they are located. We
urge that other countries be reminded
“there are no neutrals in the war
against terrorists.”
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Committees Develop Goals, Complete 1988-89 Plans

Committee chairmen and vice chairmen and National Officers attended meetings in
Kansas City and Washington to establish the 1988-89 Priority Goals listed on the previous pages.

National Civil Service and Employment
v

First row: Inspector Gen. Kenneth Hartman, Executive Director Cooper T. Holt, of the VFW Washington Office; Sr. Vice
Commander-in-Chief Walter G. Hogan, Commander-in-Chief Larry W. Rivers, Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief James L. Kimery and
Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr. Second row: Chairman R.D. (Bulldog) Smith, Vice Chairmen Al Feher, Harley V. Taylor,
M. Dean Kruger and Benito Russo and Special Asst. Robert L. Jones.

l\

First row: Inspector Gen. Kenneth Hartman, Executive Director Cooper T. Holt, of the VFW Washington Office; Sr. Vice
Commander-in-Chief Walter G. Hogan, Commander-in-Chief Larry W. Rivers, Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief James L. Kimery and
Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr. Second row: Asst. Director Dennis Cullinan, Vice Chairman Ernest Melendez, Special
Asst. Bob Manhan, Vice Chairmen Paul Wampler, Jr., and William Tarrell, Ladies Auxiliary Legislative Director Diana Stout,
Chairman J.P. Cockrill and Director James Magill.

First row: Inspector Gen. Kenneth Hartman, Executive Director Cooper T. Holt, of the VFW Washington Office; Sr. Vice
Commander-in-Chief Walter G. Hogan, Commander-in-Chief Larry W. Rivers, Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief James L. Kimery and
Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr. Second row: Director Kenneth A. Steadman, NSC Vice Chairman Albert G. Salmon,
POW/MIA Chairman Billy Ray Cameron, POW/MIA Vice Chairmen John E. Hamilton and Raymond G. Hanley, NSC Vice
Chairman Allen F. Kent, POW/MIA Vice Chairman James A. Bonito and NSC Chairman David L. Stein and NSC Vice Chairmen
Richard L. Jordan and Otha M. Kerr.
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Americanism

First row: Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr.; Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Walter G. Hogan, Commander-in-Chief Larry
W.Rivers, Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief James L. Kimery and Inspector Gen. Kenneth L. Hartman. Second row: Vice Chairmen Jerry
Parenti and Frank Borrello, Chairman John Harrow, Ladies Auxiliary National Americanism Director Linda Meader, Vice
Chairmen Clifford Williford and Russell Truax and Assistant Adjutant Gen. W. Benny Bachand.

Buddy Poppy

*y
bon
3

4

First row: Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr.; Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Walter G. Hogan, Commander-in-Chief Larry
W. Rivers, Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief James L. Kimery and Inspector Gen. Kenneth Hartman. Second row: Director Thomas L.
Kissell, Vice Chairmen Dewaine Wilson and Kelly Goddard, Ladies Auxiliary National Buddy Poppy Director Joyce Wimer, Vice
Chairmen Ray Stelmachuk and Dominic Romano, Chairman Eugene George and Assistant Adjutant Gen. W. Benny Bachand.

Community Activities
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First row: Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr.; Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Walter G. Hogan, Commander-in-Chief Larry
W. Rivers, Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief James L. Kimery and Inspector Gen. Kenneth L. Hartman. Second row: Vice Chairmen
Robert Howell and Peter Miesburger, Ladies Auxiliary National Community Activities Director Anna Sharik, Chairman James

Booth, Vice Chairmen Ray Prentice and Edward Marzec and Assistant Adjutant Gen. W. Benny Bachand.
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First row: Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr.; Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Walter G. Hogan, Commander-in-Chief Larry
W.Rivers, Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief James L. Kimery and Inspector Gen. Kenneth L. Hartman. Second row: Director Joseph D.
Ross, Post Development and Safety; Vice Chairmen S.H. Parsons and Glenn Phillips, Ladies Auxiliary National Safety Director Doris
Loferriere, Chairman George Smith and Vice Chairman Donald Ruby and Assistant Adjutant Gen. W. Benny Bachand.

Voice of Democracy

First row: Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr.; Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Walter G. Hogan, Commander-in-Chief Larry
W. Rivers, Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief James L. Kimery and Inspector Gen. Kenneth L. Hartman. Second row: Director Jefferson
D. Lawson, Vice Chairmen John T. Mclsaac and Antonio B. Grijalva, Ladies Auxiliary National Voice of Democracy Director Ann
Buechler, Chairman Fred Y. Sigmon, Vice Chairmen Frank N. Brown and William P. Beane and Assistant Adjutant Gen. W. Benny
Bachand.

Youth Activities

First row: Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr.; Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Walter G. Hogan, Commander-in-Chief Larry
W. Rivers, Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief James L. Kimery and Inspector Gen. Kenneth L. Hartman. Second row: Director Jefferson
D. Lawson, Vice Chairmen Odis Ward and Michael J. Imbrascio, Ladies Auxiliary National Youth Activities Director Ann Buechler,
Chairman Don A. Nikkel and Vice Chairmen Benny Dean and Glen A. Rohr and Assistant Adjutant Gen. W. Benny Bachand.
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stheworld movesinto the21st

century, Gen. Alfred M. Gray,
Jr.,commandant of the Marine Corps,
calls this era one of “interesting, chal-
lenging and dangerous times.”

He made his views known to several
hundred VFW, Navy League and Inter-
national Relations Council members
in Kansas City a few weeks ago.

“The world is getting smaller in the
speed of travel and communications,”
he said. “It is becoming more complex
because for the first time it is multi-
polar and not bi-polar.”

“Therefore, a great deal of influence
is being exerted by smaller countries
through the use of terrorism, and it is
tough to get a handle on what is
going on,” he said.

At present there is a lessening of
tensions, he continued, and voiced
his approval of superpower dialogue
aimed at further reduction of mutual
hostility.

“Within the Soviet Union, we are
seeing a milestone being reached;
almost a complete change in thought
processes is going on in the USSR .. . .

“When we ask what are the factors
in glasnost and perestroika, all we
can say is that we are not sure. The
USSR is a military superpower, but
there is sheer chaos in the economic
sense.”

The current Soviet party leader
and now president, Mikhail Gorba-
chev, “is trying to change things, and
he is very, very persuasive. He has
almost mesmerized many in Europe
and the Far East.”

Even so, Gray reminded his listen-
ers, “the Soviet military, controlled by
the Supreme Soviet, is flexible and
remains the Soviets’ vanguard and
spearhead.”

Recalling last summer’s visit to the
U.S. of Soviet Marshal Sergei Akhro-
meyev, Gray said the Soviet military’s

WE'RE
STRONGER

THAN WE THINK’

Commandant of the Marine Corps
Alfred Gray

Gen. Gray spends time in the field.

top man is “an oldtimer from World
War II who knows what war can do
and has a real appreciation for the
tragedy it leaves in its wake. He
started out as a marine.”

From talks Gray and other mem-
bers of the Joint Chiefs of Staff had
with Akhromeyev during his visit to
the U.S,, the Marine Corps comman-
dant concluded that the Soviet marsh-
al “is totally behind Gorbachev and
what he is attempting to achieve,”
but visitors to the USSR report the
country has a long way to go before
improvements can be made.

“Several generations of people there
have been taught, trained and edu-

1f NATO is going to attack

[the Soviets], it would take a
century to get it approved because
NATO is a political as well as a
military pact’ he said.

cated to a different kind
of belief,” he continued.
“Akhromeyev said to me:
T'm a hardcore Commu-
nist.””

Further impeding im-
provements in the Soviet
system, Gray added, is
the fact that “a lot of
people in the Soviet
Union have to be con-
vinced of the need for
reforms, and it is most
important that rhetoric
does not replace sub-
stance.”

In connection with re-
forms in the USSR, Gray
said, there has been much
talk of a change in mili-
tary doctrine.

But Gray said he has found no sign
of a Soviet shift to a defensive military
doctrine: “There is no change in doc-
trine, training or exercise.”

“Our people made an enormous
impression on our Soviet military
visitors,” Gray said. “Our Marines and
sailors made things happen. After
talking to them, Akhromeyev said he
could see they were brought up in a
democratic atmosphere.”

“We are stronger than we think we
are,” he added.

Gray laughed at the Soviet charge
that NATO is an offensive alliance,
and NATO is planning to attack the
USSR.

“If NATO is going to
attack, it would take a
centuryto get it approved
because NATO is a politi-
cal as well as a military
pact,” he said.

Gray warned that the
Soviets’ top expert on
the U.S. and Canada,

continued on page 42
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“By your magnificent wartime serv-
wceyou have defended America’s free-
dom and security. Today, asveterans,
you serve with equal tenacity, devot-
ing brain and heart to the task of
keeping our country strong.”
—President John F. Kennedy

By Roger B. Smith

Probably more than any other
people, America’s veterans un-
derstand and appreciate security. It
is a commodity that often came at
the expense of great personal sacri-
fice. That is why I think that veterans
also know that to gain security, you
have to take risks.

But many Americans don’t under-
stand this relationship. Risk is one of
those four-letter words that make
most of us at least a bit uncomfort-
able. But it is central to the future
success of our nation. And I don’t
think enough people understand how
important risk has been in getting us
to where we are or how critical it is in
moving us forward, into the 21st
century.

In our society at large, there’s a
very strong save-me, protect-me,
insulate-me-from-every-contingency-
or-I'll-sue mentality. We see it in the
malpractice and product-liability
mania. We see it in some of the
regulations that attempt to abolish
risk (sure, some regulation is neces-
sary, but all of it has to be paid for
somehow). That’s why I think a lot of
people in America need a little re-
fresher course in the nature, purpose
— and benefits — of taking risks.

GM CHAIRMAN

ROGER SMITH:

Security Means Risk-Taking

This is not to say a lot of good old
American risk-taking is not still out
there. We're still number one in the
world in Nobel prizes, new business
startups and probably also in new
fads and trends, which is another
way to measure risk-taking. The will-
ingness of some people to take risks
tells you something about the endur-
ing promise of American society.

It is also true that our country’s
economy has been performing extra-
ordinarily well, probably better than
we have any reason to expect: For
more than six years now, our econ-
omy has continued to roll along.
Expanded foreign trade by American
companies is helping fuel growth in
U.S. manufacturing.

The American economy has many
underlying strengths. It has demon-
strated those strengths over and over
again. It has continued to grow and
create jobs, even when many of the
experts thought it was going to falter.

That is not to say that everything is
great for our economy, either. It's
imperative that we take steps to
reduce the twin deficits — the federal
budget deficit and the trade deficit.
Facing the difficult choices inherent
in those tasks has proven difficult in
an election year. But the longer we
put it off, the greater the danger to
the economy.

But even amidst all of this healthy
risk-taking — even amidst a reason-
ably encouraging set of economic

‘It is well to remember that risk is fundamental
to the ideal — and the reality — of America. It's
practically woven into the fabric of the original

13 Stars and Stripes.’
b e

In fact, some people are worried
that things are going too well. They
warn us that the economy is over-
heating. Capacity utilization is ap-
proaching its limits in some indus-
tries. Employment has been so good
that there might be shortages of
workers.

circumstances — I see a very disturb-
ing trend. I believe we as a nation are
running away from risk and toward
security. Entirely too many people
believe the way to preserve our past
successes is to avoid taking risks. To
me, that is a false idea. In fact, it’s just
the other way around: I'm convinced
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‘The third thing that accompanies risk-taking is
that you learn patience. Imnmediate payoffs are
typically not forthcoming. Everything takes

longer than you expect.’
o S

that if we don’t continue to take risks,
then we'll actually destroy our past
successes — and the new risk-takers
of the world will pass us by.

I see us facing a critical set of
choices: either we marshal our na-
tional will to build upon these favor-
able conditions to improve America’s
productivity and thus its perform-
ance in world markets or we endure
along-run erosion in our standard of
living.

It is well to remember that risk is
fundamental to the ideal — and the
reality — of America. It's practically
woven into the fabric of the original
13 Stars and Stripes.

The very founding of this country
was an enormousrisk. Our Founding
Fathers knew that, and they signed a
document in which they backed their
cause with their “lives . . . fortunes . ..
and . .. sacred honor.” Imagine the
audacity of people who dared to cut
their ties with and then challenge on
the battlefield the richest and most
powerful empire in the world! But it
soon became apparent that the new
nation, as a confederation of states,
wasn't going to work. The states were
starting to go their separate ways; by
the time of the Constitutional Conven-
tion, nine of them still had their own
navies. Alexander Hamilton worried
that they were on the verge of becom-
ing just like Europe. And that led to
another risk: the creation of a new
form of government, with shared and
balanced power. But the Constitution
not only was arisk, it also established
risk-taking as one of the primary
forces behind the growth of the new
nation. It strongly endorsed the con-
cept of private property. By doing
that, and by giving Congress — not
the individual states — the power to
regulate commerce and coin money,
among other things, it laid the foun-

dation for a truly national market
—a commercial framework within
which entrepreneurship could occur
and business risks could be taken. In
other words, it did, 200 years ago,
what Europe is just thinking about
doing today. Since that time, if there
is one thing that has been peculiar to
our national ethos, it is the willingness
to forsake secure predictability and
to strike out in search of something
better.

Since the begining of the '80s, we at
GM have made friends with risk. It
hasn’t been an easy courtship. But I
would like to sum up our experience,
because I think it demonstrates the
importance and benefits of daring to
make the future different from the
past.

One thing that happens when you
take risks is that you face reality. In
fact, the world of risk is the world of
reality. If you weren’t aware of what's
really going on, you wouldn'’t be taking
the risk in the first place.

As you face reality, you form a
vision of what you want to be. That’s
what gives direction and meaning to
your risk-taking. And such a vision is
essential in securing the commitment
of the whole organization: if we don’t
know where we're going — or if the
future’s going to be the same as the
present — why bother?

At GM, in the early '80s, we faced
the realities of the times. Outside our
organization, we saw global competi-
tion, rapid technology transfer, rising
customer expectations, shifting and
segmenting markets and weakening
brand loyalty. Within our organiza-
tion, there was the tremendous un-
tapped potential of technology and
people. And out of that came our
vision: to respond to the new realities
by reorganizing our vehicle operations
and by fully utilizing our people

through massive new investments in
technology and training. The result
would be a newly productive, flexible
and responsive GM, a GM better able
to compete in the '90s and beyond.

The third thing that accompanies
risk-taking is that you learn patience.
Immediate payoffs are typically not
forthcoming. Everything takes longer
than you expect.

And the larger the organization,
the harder it is to change it. Let’s
never forget that plenty of people
have a vested interest in not changing,
people who believe their importance
is measured solely by the number of
heads in their headcount, people
who believe the strongest reason for
doing anything is that “that is the
way we've always done it.” It's very
important to get to these people and
pry their fingers loose from the rock
of security and cajole them to swim
across the river of change. It can be
done, but it takes time.

Next: when you take risks, you will
have problems; you will have setbacks;
you will make mistakes. Those are
the natural consequences of stepping
into the unknown and encountering
events and factors you don’t control.
To assume risk is by definition to
abandon predictability. When you
make changes, you draw criticism.
There is practically no human en-
deavor that has not been greeted
with snickers and sneers, no invention
or discovery whose usefulness has
not been questioned and often by the
leading authorities of the day. But
you can’'t let that stop you from
seeking and taking risks. The moment
you do, you are, in effect, no longer a
business enterprise.

GM has bitten off a lot in the 1980s.
We have built eight new assembly
plants and refurbished 19 old ones.
We have invested over $50 billion —
more than any other manufacturer
— in new facilities and technology to
revitalize our corporation. We have
downsized our product line; then,
when consumer demand went the
other way, we made some of our cars
bigger but still highly fuel-efficient.
And we have shifted virtually all our
cars to front-wheel drive — an enor-
mous investment in engineering and

continued on page 30
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By Corlis Holt

o n Christmas Eve, veterans of
the U.S. 66th (Panther) Infan-
try Division recall that cold night
when they survived the sinking of the
troopship Leopoldville 44 years ago.

Every one of those veterans, myself
included, can remember buddies who
didn’t survive.

More than 750 were lost when a
torpedo fired at the command of 1st
Lt. Gerhard Meyer in U-486 found its
mark a little abaft of midship on the
starboard side. The powerful missile,
which struck at 5:50 p.m., blasted a
big hole in the ship’s hull and killed
about 300 in two troop compart-
ments. The other fatalities primarily
were those who went into the water
and were not rescued when the ship
sank a little more than two hours
later.

Those who lost their lives in this
disaster, plus subsequent action when
the division faced 48,000 Germans in
the Lorient and St. Nazaire pockets
in Brittany, were honored by the
dedication of a handsome memorial
at Fort Rucker, Ala., last May 11. I
was privileged to witness the dedica-
tion ceremony, a truly memorable
occasion because I saw buddies whom
I hadn't seen since 1945,

Among those at Rucker were sev-
eral in my old unit, Co. D, one of the
three heavy weapons companies in
the 264th Regiment.

I saw Martin Browning, my old
company commander, and George
Watson, who was first sergeant and
later was given a battlefield commis-
sion. E. Arthur (Doc) Gillespie and
Charles McCartney were other former
members of Co. D who were present.

McCartney is a member of a VFW
Post, in Coffeyville, Kans. There were
quite a few VFW members present,
including Lloyd Hugger, a Life Mem-
ber and Commander of Post 6132 of
Dade City, Fla.

About 120 Panther veterans, many
accompanied by their wives, were
bussed about 15 miles from Dothan
to Fort Rucker. After the memorial
dedication, the busses took us on a
sightseeing tour of the base, which is

now occupied by
U.S. Army air
units, mainly heli-
copters.

In the dedica-
tory speech, post
commander Col.
E. Kirby Lawson
IIT commented,
“It is significant
that we pause
and reflect on the
Panther soldiers
who served so gal-
lantly, and especially to those who
paid the supreme price. Freedom is
not free.”

The 66th was unique for several
reasons: it was sent into its initial
action considerably below full
strength; it suffered more dead (about
800) than wounded (about 650), an
almost unheard of statistic in modern
warfare, and it suffered the worst
blow ever dealt U.S. ground forces by
enemy naval action in the sinking of
the Leopoldville.

Of course, the Leopoldville’s loss
was the reason for the 66th’s unusual
situation. Not only did the division
lose about 760 men, but those who
were saved had no weapons. Thus,
one German torpedo severely handi-
capped the effectiveness of an entire
division for a time.

Meyer’s submarine did its job well.
Not only did it sink the Leopoldville,
but it sank two British escort vessels
on Dec. 26. The sub, a new snorkel
type, had been ordered to its position
near Cherbourg to prevent Allied
ships from carrying reinforcements
to the European mainland, where
German ground forces were in a last-
ditch struggle in the action later
called the Battle of the Bulge.

Everybody who survived the Leo-
poldville has his own story to tell. On
the bus ride from Dothan, I sat next

to a gentleman whose story illustrates
the vagaries of war.

Walter Brown, of Lynn, Mass., who
was a 60mm mortar section leader, is
alive today because he got seasick.

“I began feeling sick,” he recalled. “I
took the steel outer shell of my helmet
loose from the liner. I intended to use
the steel shell in case I didn't get as
far as the latrine or the rail, whichever
I could get to first. I climbed out of
the compartment where my Com-
pany F of the 262nd was quartered.
And that’s when the torpedo hit, and
it hit right where my company was. I
am one of only five F Co. men on that
ship who survived.”

Brown believes he was the last
man to leave the ship without getting
wet.

“A Coast Guard vessel pulled along-
side,” he said. “I jumped and caught
its rail, and they pulled me aboard.”
Then he helped the crew pull others
aboard. In doing so, he witnessed a
heroic deed by one of the Coast
Guardsmen.

“We got hold of one big fellow we
just couldn’t pull up, so a crewman
stripped to his pants and T-shirt and
jumped in the cold water. He lifted
the man up just enough to allow us to
get a better hold so we could pull him
in. I don't know whether he got a
medal for that, but he should have.”
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For me, the saga began about mid-
afternoon on Dec. 23. I was in a detail
working in the company supply room
at Camp Pindlehinton near Dorchest-
er, England. An officer opened the
door and shouted, “Pack up every-
thing and get ready to move at 1900!”

Sometime after midnight, we shoul-
dered our barracks bags and strug-
gled up the gangplanks of the Leopold-
ville. There was no advance planning
as to which units would be assigned
which compartments. It was just
first come, first served as crewmen
led us to compartments. As it turned
out, my company was fortunate. We
were put close to the bow on the
starboard side and well above the
water line.

The Leopoldville was a 501-foot,
11,509 gross ton vessel built at Ho-
boken, Belgium, in 1929. Named for
the capital of the old Belgian Congo,
she was used as a luxury liner be-
tween Antwerp and Africa. At one
time, she had been fairly fancy. Her
three weather decks were covered in
teakwood. Early in the war, the ship
had been taken over by the British
and refitted as a troop transport.

The ship pulled out of harbor soon
after dawn of a cold, clear Christmas
Eve. The English Channel was rough,
a common situation.

After afew hours, we heard explod-
ing depth charges dropped by our
escorts, two English destroyers and a
French frigate. The explosions really
didn’t worry us. After all, we had
recently crossed the Atlan-
tic and heard many
depth charges,

but our huge convoy had not lost a
single ship.

Early in the afternoon came mess
call. I gotin line, but when I saw what
was being served, greasy gray stew
prepared by the Leopoldville crew,
my stomach did flip-flops, and I
quickly made my way back to my
hammock.

Many felt as queasy as I did, so we
spent the afternoon lying in our ham-
mocks, thinking of Christmas at home
and of the perils which lay ahead.
Would we be equal to the task?

I was about half asleep when the
torpedo hit. The ship lurched and
our hammocks rocked. My first
thought was, “The boiler must have
blown up.” And then I wondered if we
had hit a mine. The idea that we had
been torpedoed never occurred to
me.

Everybody made sure life preserv-
erswere on and secure. Then we filed
up the narrow steps and went to the
positions we'd been assigned at an
earlier boat drill.

The ship was dead in the water,
but from our vantage point on the
foredeck to starboard it didn’t appear
in imminent danger of sinking.

In a few minutes, we could see that
a smaller ship had pulled alongside
to starboard. When the bow of the
vessel was at its zenith, I could see it
was the HMS Brilliant, a British de-
stroyer. The 1,360-ton vessel was
launched Sept. 10, 1930, and was
commanded by John Pringle. Pringle

had ordered the Leopoldville to

drop anchor, and then he
pulled alongside to evacu-
ate wounded. But that
proved to be a ticklish,
virtually impossible,
task. Crewmen aboard
the destroyer started
calling to soldiers on the

Leopoldville to jump

aboard. Some did, but

others went to the rail, took
a look and decided it was
too dangerous to jump. Both
vessels were heaving in the
swells, and a poor jump might
cause you to fall between the
ships — certain death.
Imoved to therail and climbed
on it. After a few seconds, I felt I
could make the jump. It was
obvious that the best time to jump

was when the destroyer’s deck was at
its nearest point and just starting its
downward plunge.

An officer on the foredeck of the
destroyer raised both arms and
shouted, “Jump, lads, jump! Ye may
never have another chance like this!”

Not only did the Ger-
man U-boat sink the
Leopoldyville, but it sank
two British escort ves-
sels on Dec. 26.

His encouragement gave me confi-
dence, so I jumped with no problem.

I quickly went below, and soon the
destroyer put us ashore at a dock in
Cherbourg harbor.

About two hours and ten minutes
after being hit, the ship sank stern-
first. In the water, there was panic
among men who feared they would
drown, but it was the only panic seen
during the entire episode.

On Christmas Day, I was assigned
KP duty in an officers’ mess, but I
didn’t really mind. I was just happy to
be alive to enjoy the turkey and
trimmings. That night, many of us
gathered around a Christmas tree in
the corner of the warehouse and
sang carols.

The next day, we were taken to a
tent city near Cherbourg, where we
were re-equipped. In about 10 days
we were trucked to Brittany where,
with Free French forces, we kept
Germans penned up in the St. Nazaire
and Lorient pockets until they sur-
rendered on May 8, 1945. The sur-
render ceremony occurred at St.
Nazaire on May 11 at 10:30 a.m., 43
years to the minute before the dedi-
cation of the 66th’s memorial.

The 66th moved into the Koblenz
area of Germany for a time as part of
the Army of Occupation. Then the
division was dispatched to Marseilles
for personnel processing duties. In
September, I and many others in the
66th were transferred to the 42nd
Division in Austria for further occu-
pation duties.

Many Panthermen wound up wear-
ing another division’s patch, but pride
in their initial unit always burned
brightly. [ ]
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THE NIGHT

Indiana Rangers in Vietnam

By Mick Smith

hey called their base
camp “Camp Atterbury
East” in honor of their
Indiana field training
site. But their missions
were not training exercises, nor their
enemy imaginary.

When the men of the Indiana Na-
tional Guard’s 151st Infantry, Com-
pany D (Ranger) went out on patrol,
they faced Viet Cong and North Viet-
namese regulars in a deadly game of
cat-and-mouse in the jungles and
mountains of central Vietnam. By the
end of their tour in November, 1969,
they had compiled one of the most
remarkable combat records of any
company of the Vietnam War.

In December, 1967, elements of the
Indiana Guard’s 1st Battalion (Air-
borne), 151st Infantry, were redesig-
nated as Company D (Long Range
Patrol). Each member of Company D
was already airborne-qualified, but
the LRP designation carried with it
an even more demanding mission.

To prepare for this new mission,
Company D underwent two weeks of
intensive training in Panama at the
Jungle Warfare School in March, 1968.
At the end of the training, 97% of the
Guardsmen had earned the Jungle
Expert patch.

This represented the highest per-
centage ever attained by any reserve
component unit in the school’s history
and brought the unit considerable
recognition within the military estab-
lishment. As a result, when units
were selected the following month to
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fill President Johnson'’s call for 24,000
Guardsmen and Reservists for service
in Vietnam, Company D would be
among them.

The activation of Company D was
unique in two respects. First, Com-
pany D was the only ground combat
maneuver unit selected. Second,
thanks to a direct appeal to Army
Secretary Stanley Resor, Company D
was allowed to deploy as a unit,
rather than being broken up with
individuals infused into other units.
This no-infusion policy had a positive
impact on morale and was a signifi-
cant factor in the unit’s combat per-
formance in Vietnam.

Following activation, the Guards-
men moved from their home stations

at Evansville and Greenfield, Ind., to
Ft. Benning, Ga., for 23 weeks of
additional training. Twenty-six of the
Guardsmen completed the rigorous
Ranger school, and the entire com-
pany was put through a modified
mini-Ranger course.

Regular Army and Reserve fillers
brought the unit up to full strength.
As the unit prepared to deploy, Capt.
Ken Himsel, commanding officer and
one of the organizers of the company,
was promoted to major and ordered
to Vietnam as an individual replace-
ment within the 4th Division. He was
replaced as commander by the unit'’s
executive officer, his brother Ron.

Company D arrived in country late
in December, 1968. The Guard unit
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was attached to the 199th Light
Infantry Brigade for a short training
period, then phased into its combat
mission under the guidance of the
regular Army’s Company F (Ranger),
51st Infantry. The two units were
practically merged, with Maj. George
Heckman taking over as commander,
Ron Himsel continuing as his execu-
tive officer.

Operating out of Camp Atterbury
East near Bien Hoa, Company D
(now designated as a Ranger com-
pany) took on an increasingly greater
role in the support of II Field Force
operations. The Rangers’ mission was
primarily to conduct reconnaissance
and gather information on Viet Cong
and North Vietnamese Army activities
in an area that would eventually run
from the Cambodian border north-
west of Saigon all the way to the
Central Highlands.

With the additional assets inherited
from Company F, the Guardsmen’s
mission was expanded to include
engagement of small enemy units
with their organic weapons; engage-
ment of large enemy units with gun-
ships, artillery and tactical air sup-
port; planned ambushes along supply
and communications routes, and the
rescue of downed pilots.

The Rangers’ baptism of fire came
quickly. On the second day Company
D was operational in AO Indiana (its
area of operations), a mixed team of
Guardsmen and Regulars made con-
tact with a VC patrol. Four VC were
killed and a number of AK-47 rifles
and mortar rounds captured. Accord-
ing to team leader S/Sgt. Franklin
Robinson, a Company F veteran, the
Guardsmen acquitted themselves well
in their first firefight. The reactions of
Spec. 4 Tom Lilly and Pfcs. Don
Blevins and Bill Faulks were almost
instinctive. “You always wonder
whether men are going to open fire
their first time out,” Robinson later
recalled. “These guys fired up a storm!”

Missions usually ran five or six
days, with about half the company in
the field at any given time. As a result,
Company D was to gain the distinc-
tion of being the only Guard or Re-

serve unit in Vietnam to maintain
day-to-day contact with the enemy.
In less than 11 months the Rangers
conducted 975 team insertions in
their AO, making more than 200
separate enemy sightings and nearly
150 contacts.

Typically, the Rangers would be

powerful testimony to the dangers
inherent in their missions. Surpris-
ingly, the unit lost only two men to
hostile action.

Spec. 4 Charles Larkins was the
Rangers’ first combat fatality, killed
Feb. 11, 1969, while maintaining
ground-to-air communications under
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Then Mayor Richard Lugar presents the Key to the City of Indianapolis to Ranger

Company D at ‘welcome home’ ceremonies in November, 1969.

inserted by helicopter deep into hos-
tile territory. Once their position was
established they would monitor ene-
my activity along trails or in specified
areas and report back on what they
saw. Often they would predict VC or
NVA attacks based on the troop or
supply movements they had observed.
As Lt. Gen. Walter Kerwin, II Field
Force commander, described them,
the Rangers became “my eyes and
ears...providing me with information
that is vital to the success of our
tactical operations.”

Although they usually tried not to
make contact with the enemy, the
nature of the Rangers’ missions was
such that in many cases it could not
be avoided. When this happened,
they often found themselves facing
vastly larger VC or NVA forces. Air or
artillery support would be called in
to destroy the enemy force or to
cover the Rangers’ extraction.

Still, in the conduct of such haz-
ardous missions, it was inevitable
that casualties would be suffered.
The 110 Purple Hearts awarded to
the Rangers of Company D stand as

heavy fire, an action for which he was
awarded the Bronze Star.

Sgt. Robert Smith had already re-
ceived the Bronze Star when he was
killed two months after Larkins. Smith
was walking point after a firefight
when he was hit by enemy fire. Though
mortally wounded, he managed to
suppress the enemy fire, giving the
rest of the team time to reach cover.
For his actions Smith was awarded
one of the 19 Silver Stars received by
the men of Company D.

Platoon Sgt. Bill Butler, a veteran
of both Korea and Vietnam and
another of Company D’s Silver Star
recipients, maintains that the unique
nature of a National Guard unit gave
the Rangers an edge in combat.

“The Regular Army in no way, shape
or form could have a unit with the
cohesion that we had,” he said. “Some
of the guys went to school together.
We had seven sets of brothers — we
had cousins, we had nephews in the
unit. After we got our first man killed,
the unit just got tighter than hell. The

continued on page 42
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The Purple Heart Medal as it existed since 1932.

The Enfield Purple Heart Committee is
successfully moving ahead step by step to
establish a National Purple Heart Mu-
seum. Committee Chairman Anthony
Porto, a retired tool design analyst and a
Navy machinist’'s mate in World War II,
says, “It will honor men who received the
Purple Heart through all wars, and it will
honor Enfield for its high percentage of
total population that have served in the
military over the years.”

Establishment of a National Purple
Heart Museum got no argument from the
Pentagon. “The Department of Defense
fully supports this and all efforts to honor
the members of the armed forces who
have served the nation so ably,” wrote
Charles W. Groover, deputy assistant
secretary of defense for program integra-
tion, signalling a go-ahead that made no
mention of financial help. The town of
Enfield has provided $13,000, and the
committee has held a number of fund-
raising events.

The committee has learned you do not
simply erect a sign and declare yourself a
national museum. The state legislature
took the first step, moving a bill through
the 1987 session which Gov. O'Neill has
since signed. “We then went to our Con-
gressional delegation asking that we be
given a national designation. We had a
better shot at it since the state had
adopted it,” reports State Rep. Frederick
Gelsi of Enfield.

“It is my desire that every possible
recognition be given to these men and
women, and I shall proceed in whatever
manner that will bring accomplishment
ofthe Purple Heart Museum as a national
museum,” assures Connecticut’s Rep.
Nancy L. Johnson. In June, the House
passed the Enfield Museum Bill. The
Senate passed it Oct. 20.

At present the biggest order ofbusiness
is to find a permanent Enfield home for
the museum. Collections of related mem-
orabilia are displayed in a section of the
town’s historical commission. “We want
an active museum, not a stuffy old place,”
says Eileen Axenroth, chairman of the
site search committee seeking either land
or a suitable existing building.

One exhibit the new museum probably
will not be able to offer is Sgt. Churchill’s
medal, now on display at New Windsor

Cantonment in Vail Gate, N.Y., site of the
last encampment of George Washington’s
army.

“The Badge of Military Merit is one of
our most cherished objects,” says Manager
E. Jane Townsend, adding, “I think I can
speak for all involved in saying it is not up
for sale.”

Nor does Mrs. Grace Oppenheimer, a
retired hairdresser from Chester, Mass.,
Churchill's great-great-great granddaugh-
ter, feel the medal should be permanently
disturbed from its temperature-con-
trolled pressurized display case in New
York. “I would support a loan,” says Mrs.
Oppenheimer, who has visited New Wind-
sor Cantonment several times to view the
display which includes Churchill’s sword.
The Cantonment at Vail Gate does have
an application procedure allowing mu-
seums to request temporary loans of
exhibits.

“We've talked about trying to obtain the
medal, but that’s not really our goal,” says
former Enfield Mayor Frank Mancuso, an
active committee member, who adds, “We
just feel Churchill was from Enfield and
we should honor him. We're asking peo-
ple with medals and papers in attics and
cellars to donate them to let visitors
know a lot of people gave up a lot in time
of need.” |
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continued from page 23

‘The world of risk is the world of reality. If you
weren’'t aware of what’s really going on, you
wouldn’t be taking the risk in the first place.’

tooling but one that allowed substan-
tial improvements in the design and
performance of our products. We
made acquisitions that would bring
us new expertise in computer services
and defense electronics, with great
possibilities for technology transfer
to cars and trucks. Right now, we are
working on about 90 joint projects
with Hughes Aircraft.

And do you know what? Not every-
thing has panned out the way we
expected it would.

But risk, of course, has an upside,
which is what makes it worth it in the
first place. You get tougher. And you
start to see the payoffs. That is what
has happened at GM: we started
solving the problems (which can’t be
done immediately, because it takes
three to four years to bring a new
automotive product to market). We
learned to roll with the criticism. We
became more determined than ever
to stay the course, especially since
our efforts are really starting to pay
off in technological achievements, in
manufacturing processes, in manage-
ment systems that make the very
best use of our human talent and
most of all in new products. That old
bromide about the crucible and the
fire is true: GM is a stronger, more
effective organization, a company
ready for the future.

Which brings me to the last item in
my list of things that happen when
you take risks: you acquire a healthy
respect for the future. Unfortunately,
in our age of short attention spans
and instant gratification, we tend to
get a little too hung up on “now.” We
forget how quickly things can change;
how, just beyond our view, the road
can take a sharp turn.

Now, a great many people don’t
want to go through all of that. Maybe
they aren’t aware of the critical im-
portance of risk in our nation’s past

— and future. Maybe they are fright-
ened by the kinds of risks we will have
to take as we become a post-indus-
trial, world-competitive society. Never-
theless, we need to let it be known
that risk-taking has helped make this
country what it is and that risk is not
all bad. These two ideas are very
important to remember, because we
are faced with having to take more
risks and probably soon.

You don't have to be a futurist to
see it coming. You don’t have to be a
great thinker to see the risks.

In education, we must insist on
quality, excellence and accountability
at every level. We must set and stick
to standards for teacher and student
competence. If we do that, we are
bound to disturb many parents and
educators. But that may be a risk we
will have to take.

In macroeconomic policy, we must
facethe fact that our country cannot
go on overconsuming and borrowing
the difference from overseas. Facing
this fact will make a lot of politicians
uncomfortable since it means that
we may have to endure a phasing
back in the growth rate of our con-
sumption. But it is something we
have to do if we don’t want to face the
shock of a severe downward adjust-
ment to our living standard later.

In regulatory policy, we must admit
that no amount of regulation can
abolish uncertainty and ensure a
perfectly safe life for everyone. In
fact, regulation that decreases some
risks may actually increase others.
We must recognize that whatever
regulation we enact comes at a cost:
it makes industries less competitive.
If we do that, we may antagonize
those people — and there are a lot of
them — who disagree with these
truths. But it may be a risk we'll have
to take.

In business, we must insist on

more participatory management. As
we do, we're bound to threaten the
comfortable environment on both
sides of the labor fence, because now
managers must lead, not boss, and
employees are expected to take re-
sponsibility, not only for their own
quality and productivity, but also for
that of their group and even their
plant. That can be exciting for some
but not for everybody. And it is a risk
we will have to take.

That is only a very short list; virtu-
ally everything that we need to do to
become more productive and more
competitive will rock somebody’s boat.
But fear of the unknown has never
stymied us before, and there is no
reason why it should now.

I believe the American people must
understand the challenges and the
choices they face. Before that can
happen, however, they must grasp
the real nature of the risk-taking
process, not only the uncertainty but
also the tremendous opportunities
that come from understanding
change and managing it to your advan-
tage. They must understand that in
turning from risk and seeking secur-
ity, it is not security you will find but
disaster. They must understand that,
as contradictory as it may seem, the
fundamental truth is that there is no
security without risk. They must un-
derstand that in a risk-free society,
you cannot thrive and grow; you can
only vegetate and die.

And when they understand all of
that, we'll have that national consen-
sus, that galvanizing of the national
will, that has served us so well in the
past and can serve us again in the
future.

A wonderful Danish proverb says,
“He who would leap high must take a
long run.”Indeed, America must build
momentum for a very great leap. The
sooner we start our run, the bet-
1er. ]

About the Author:

Roger B. Smith is chairman of the
General Motors Corp. and a veteran
of Navy service tn World War I1.
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Plan Now for Retirement

By Mildred Jailer

etirement. Even the word makes
most active working people shud-
der and mutter “I'd rather drop dead.”

But although it may be difficult to
believe, there really can be life in
retirement. And, now, more and more
corporate groups, realizing the im-
portance of this phase of living, are
beginning to reinforce the positive
side of the concept with the idea that
a chunk of retirement money may be
fine, but it is only one of many factors
that added together can make the
difference between years of despera-
tion and the good life.

As anon-material yet valuable bene-
fit, businesses have designed special
programs in which employees learn
about and discuss subjects that are
good sense for anyone with retire-
ment somewhere in the future.

Plan ahead. Be moneywise. Find a
new identity. One or all of these three
areas is regarded as critical for a
successful retirement by such pres-
tigious firms as The Equitable Life
Assurance Society of the United
States, J. C. Penney, Inc., and CBS,
Inc.

Burn No Bridges

“It is not only what you have but
what you are going to do that will
determine how much money you will
need. So planning ahead is absolutely
essential,” underscored Jane Cooper,
management consultant and man-
ager of the Planning for Future Retire-
ment Program at Equitable. Planning
ahead, Cooper explained, means
searching into every aspect of your
life and making decisions about how
youwant to use your time, where you
want to live and what may come up
with regard to health concerns.

The sensible plan will be flexible.
Fact is, she noted, “The reason for a
plan is so there will be something to
change.” An ideal plan, for example,
might be to stay in the house where
you have lived for years and then

Jane Cooper (left) conducting Equitable’s Planning for Future Retirement Program.

discover you will also have enough
retirement money to buy a second
retirement home in, say, Arizona.
Unfortunately, the more usual plan
is to sell the family home, retire to
Florida and fish or golf every day,
Cooper said. “A lot of people think
this is ideal. They have their hearts
set on it. Then they arrive in Florida.
They may discover people they like
and a lot of things that make them
happy. But, within the first year, they

also learn the climate in the non-

peak season is not what they expect-
ed. They are bored with a daily regi-
men of fishing or golfing. And, in
general, there aren’t enough things
for them to do.

“They are trapped in a situation
difficult to change because there
wasn’t any preliminary flexibility in
their planning. They sold their home
and can’t go back. There is a psycho-
logical reluctance to admit defeat
after telling family and friends they
are never coming back.

“So they find themselves with one
or the other of the couple either
miserably unhappy or becoming ill.
And now they experience the lack of
support systems they had at home of
family and old friends, familiar medi-
cal services and all the kinds of things
they knew where to turn to when
they needed help.”

Of course VFW members have a

ready-made support group in a Post
if they have moved to a community
where one is located. Check this out
before relocating.

Bank On It

According to the results of an
evaluation questionnaire submitted
to attendees at the close of one of the
2%-day programs, sessions devoted
to company benefits were among the
three most highly rated among the
subjects included in the pre-retire-
ment seminars at J. C. Penney, Inc.

The clear view of benefits also
dovetails with further financial plan-
ning, a subject that also ranked high
in the questionnaire results. The
awareness “makes it easier to rethink
an entire financial plan that may or
may not be completely company ori-
ented,” said Joan Schoenberger, the
company’s project manager for the
pre-retirement program.

“One of the most important things
that happensin the financial planning
session is that 99% of the attendees
lose their fear of retirement,” she
observed. “They are now more emo-
tionally comfortable with the concept
ofretirement and are looking forward
to it.”

A New You

A third key area to be reckoned
with is discovering a new and satisfy-
ing identity.

continued on page 43
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The range of VFW activi-
ties in communities in all
parts of the country is
readily demonstrated in
these pictures.

John Coffman, Missouri’s 14th District Past Com-
mander, the subject of a recent feature in the Springfield,
Mo., News-Leader, mans the VFW voter registration
booth at the Ozark Empire Fair, which attracted 222 327
visitors.

Celebrating his 100th birthday, Asa Crum,a World War
| veteran, receivesa Life Membership in Post49, Mobile,
Ala., from Post Quartermaster Ben Minshew and a U.S.
Flag from Post Sr. Vice Commander Jack Eason as
Auxiliary President Peggy J. Odom looks on. Not
shown, Commander Robert A. Bosarge, a two-time All
American Post Commander. Post49has2 316 members.
(Mobile Post Register Photo)

s A NN

Sharon Driver, daughter of Maj. Clarence N. Driver, a
World War Il POW “missing or presumed dead” since his
plane was shot down over Laos in 1973, and then
Commander Richard D. Cole, Sr., of Post 9793, Los
Angeles, display a picture of Maj. Driver following
“vacant chair” ceremonies in his honor at the Post.

This is the float Post 8850, Ironton, Ohio, designated the “Parade Commander's Award” in the Ironton-Lawrence
County Memorial Day Parade. The Post also provides the color guard, firing squad and meeting place for the
Memorial Day Parade committee. Before the Memorial Day parade, Post and Auxiliary members decorate the
graves in the city cemetery. The parade has taken place since 1868. It draws 10,000 participants and 40,000
spectators.

32 VFW: DECEMBER 1988



This Flag-raising ceremony is conducted at Hawthorne
School in Salt Lake City by Post 4355. The school was
recently built on the site of a former school. But it lacked
a Flag. This one that had flown over the Capitol was
supplied by Sen. Orrin Hatch after the Post told him of
the need. Twenty-seven other Flags were obtained by
the Post for the school. Three other area Posts partici-
pated in the ceremony.

A $4,100contribution from Post 8586, Perrysville, Ohio,
helped make possible the lighting surrounding the heli-
pad for this helicopter at the Kettering-Mohican Area
Medical Center. With it are Commander John Stepp and
Past Commander Harold Zody. The check was presented
to Claudia Matuszewski, center administrator, by then
Commander Ken Kasse.

A Life Member of Post 996, North Adams, Mass., Frank
M. Casuscelli, presents a Life Member pin to another
Life Member, David Girard, a World War | veteran, on
| his 90th birthday.

Memorial services marking the end of the Korean War
are conducted by Auxiliary President Bev Taylor and
Commander Larry Scudder, of Post 1273, Rapid City,

Geremonies honoring Vietnam War POW/MIAs are
held by Post 8441, Vernon, N.J., District 21 and the
Sussex County Council. Eight POW/MIA flags were
awarded eight area towns to increase awareness of the
POW/MIA issue.
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Medigap Protection for 1989:
A Smart Buy for Medicare Recipients

BENETFITS

hen President Reagan signed the

Medicare Catastrophic Coverage
Act of 1988 into law on July 1, it was
good news for 32 million Medicare
recipients. Good news, because it
means new help in coping with the
staggering cost of a catastrophic ill-
ness or injury. For example, begin-
ning January 1, 1989, Medicare will
pay for 365 days of hospitalization
after you pay a one-time, yearly de-
ductible, estimated to be $564. There’s
new help in paying for skilled nursing
facility care, also. In 1989, Medicare
will pay for 150 days of confinement
per year, subject to a co-insurance
charge.

These are meaningful and impor-
tant changes, and there are more
changes of varying degrees of import-
ance that will be phased in between
now and 1993. But, because the Act of
1988 focuses on improving catas-

trophic coverage, your exposure to
other, uncovered costs can still add
up to thousands of dollars.

In addition to the new Part A
deductible and skilled nursing co-
insurance costs, you'll still have to pay
for 100% of the cost of skilled nursing
facility confinements from day 151
through 365 in any calendar year; the
$75 Part B deductible; 20% of covered
ambulance service; 20% of in-hospital
surgery, doctors’ visits and related
charges; and 20% of out-patient hos-
pital and doctors' expense benefits.

Then, too, Medicare pays benefits
up to the “usual and customary”
charges, as determined by Medicare.
If a provider of health-care services
charges more, you'll still be liable for
the difference. Moreover, Medicare
pays for confinements in Medicare
approved skilled nursing facilities only
(less than half of the more than

Are You In Parades? Like To Handle ‘‘The Merchandise?”

Display & Enjoy Your Medals!

WALNUT STAINED
LIFETIME

TROPHY CASE

becomes in 3 seconds. .. an
}

Open COLLECTORS TRAY !

Are your brass and ribbons stuffed in a
drawer or shoebox, gathering dust? They
could be gathering compliments in this
designer’'s TROPHY CASE! Holds 8 by 10
inches worth of your military awards and
mementos. Hangs, or stands with easel
any side up. Great desk or wall conversa-
tion piece. Instantly, it opens into a Por-
table Collectors Tray — and then you can
add, take out or wear medals or awards.
Easy to use. Awards attach easily into
lush backing, with 5/8' clearance between
the glass front for even the bulkiest
medals or awards. No fuss. No tools. No
lifting. Lifetime use! Great design. Walnut
stained hardwood frame ‘accents your
display. Only $24.95 . (Try and get a decent
picture frame for even twice that price!)

CHECK IT OUT WITHOUT RISK
You'll get a TROPHY CASE that is hand-
some and useful with a tray that slips out
of its case as easily as a box of chocolates
for a low price. We guarantee you'll be
delighted with the quality and value of this
item or your money back.

FREE OFFICIAL ORDER OF PRECEDENCE CHART
Every Award, Citation, etc . .
$1 VALUE — YOURS TO KEEP FREE REGARDLESS.

34 VFW: DECEMBER 1988

| Glenwood Agency, Dept. VF128
| 32 Wilmoth Avenue, Ardsley, N.Y. 10502

I
I Please rush my Trophy Case, Plus FREE Chart l
of Precedence. Also send FREE Catalog I
I Sheets containing 100's of ribbons, minature |
medals, badges and patches. |

I Enclosed is my check [] Money order|( .
| fora 5" x7" trophy case at $19.45 [ |
8" x 10" trophy case at $24.45 [ |
11" x 14" trophy case at $29.45 [ '
|
I
|
I
|
|
1

ADD UPS SHIPPING CHARGE OF $4.00 PER
I CASE. Must have street address for UPS
| delivery. No APO's or Foreign delivery!

l Print Name
Address

City

18,000 nursing facilities in the U.S. are
Medicare approved).

The important point to remember
is this: It never was, isn't now, and
probably never will be the intent or
purpose of the Federal Medicare Pro-
gram to pay for every health-care cost
you're likely to encounter.

That’s why almost as soon as there
was Medicare, there was “Medigap”
insurance. Today, of the 32 million
Americans eligible for Medicare, it's
estimated that 70% — more than 22
million people — have some kind of
extra, supplemental Medicare insur-
ance, including thousands of com-
rades insured under the VFW-spon-
sored Medicare Supplement Insur-
ance Plan.

Supplemental Medicare Insurance
will be as important in 1989 and
beyond as it is now because it’s the
only way most people have to take the
financial risk out of an illness or
injury serious enough to require
health-care services.

If you don’t have Medigap protec-
tion, but agree that you should, which
plan is the one best plan for you? You
could spend days poring over hun-
dreds of plans, comparing benefits,
features, exclusions, costs and dozens
of other important factors. But unless
you have expertise in such matters,
that one best plan is going to be hard
to choose.

On the other hand, you can do
what thousands of comrades have
already done. You can enroll yourself
in the VFW-sponsored Medicare Sup-
plement Insurance Plan designed and
developed by National Headquarters
in cooperation with the insurance
company. In short, the VFW Insurance
Department has done the necessary
homework for you. And, in our view,
we've come up with the one best plan
for every VFW member eligible for
Medicare.

If you'd like more information, just
pick up the telephone and call toll-
free: 1-800-821-2606. In Missouri, call
toll-free: 1-800-237-1765. In Kansas
City, Mo. and environs, call: 561-2338.
Hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Central
Time, any business day. ]
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Post Member Honored

A charter member of Post 9749, Hilo,
Hawaii, has been chosen as volunteer
amateur coach of the year by the
United States Baseball Federation and
presented with its Golden Diamond
award. He has been coaching since
1942-43 when he was in the Solomons
with the Army. From 1955 to 1986, he
coached St. Joseph High School and
led the team to the Big Island Inter-
scholastic Federation championship
in 1959 and 1965. He brought the Hilo
Chiefs in 1981 to the Colt World Series
championship in Lafayette, Ind., and
state Colt titles in 1962 and 1963 and
regional in 1982. He retired from
coaching in 1986, but he remains
active in umpiring. He is patriotic
instructor of Post 9749.

Proud Post

Post 5857, Onaway, Mich., has five
members who are brothers, not too
common among VFW units, but one
of them is District 13 Commander
Bud Dunn, and another is Post Com-
mander Del Dunn. The others are
Arnold, Richard and Jim Dunn. All
but Jim live in Onaway. His home is in
Mesa, Ariz. Post 5857 is emphasizing
Life Membership this year. Appropri-
ately all five Dunns are Life Members.

Gold Star Mothers Rembered

On POW/MIA Recognition Day, Post
1505, Keeseville, N.Y., honored nine
Gold Star Mothers with presentations
of plants of their choice, following
ceremonies that recalled the loss of
each mother’s son. Post Commander
Roger Douglas presided. Also a blue
spruce tree was dedicated by the Post
on its home’s grounds in honor of the

POW/MIAs, and Commander Douglas
received a VFW All State Post award
from District 4 Commander Ed Davis.

Donates Flags

Post and Auxiliary 9943, Mansfield,
Ohio, has donated 205 U.S. Flags to
the Madison school systems. On hand
for the ceremonies were Post Ameri-
canism Chairman Jim Wells, Joy Wells,
his Auxiliary counterpart, School
Board President John Luedy, Sr.;
Superintendent Fred Slater, Com-
mander Ray DePue and other Post,
Auxiliary and District officers.

Post 4061 Member Protests

A member of Post 4061, Canon City,
Colo., Domenico Quilico, has prepared
a personal resolution urging the fed-
eral government not to send a repre-
sentative to the funeral of Japan’s
Emperor Hirohito because he “author-
ized the infamous attack on the United

States at Pearl Harbor.” Further the
emperor in 1931 “authorized the in-
vasion of Manchuria and the genocide
that followed; in 1937, the invasion of
China and the genocide that followed,
the sinking of the USS Panay, and in
collaboration with the French Vichy
government authorized the invasion
of Indo-China and the genocide that
followed.”

Proud of Honor Guard

Members of Post 1859, Carrollton,
Mich., have reason to be proud of
their honor guard. Under Russell
Rousseau, it has taken part in 55
funerals, 18 Flag-raisings, four pa-
rades, and Veterans and Memorial
Day activities in the past year. In
addition, it has presented 11 Flags to
various organizations in Saginaw
County.

A1l

The builders of the

R LESS!
44,990

ORIGINAL VETERANS VILLAGE
bring you a beautifully planned community close to
everything in the heart of the West Florida Suncoast.

With a million dollar clubhouse and adjacent to the
LARGEST VFW POST IN FLORIDA, this is the place

45]-800-237-8213

For More
Information Call

‘Toll Free

b > W

)
e g T
oz X hw“-—--

| | Please send your brochure

Name
I Address
jcity
' State

1115 Foxboro Drive

New Port Richey. FL 33552

Zip

Anothe

REMIER Active Adult Community

uilders of over 15,000 Homes

I Phone/Area Code g
1 VF 12/88
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DIV. I
California
James R. Rowoldt (2)

DIV. IV
Maryland
James M. McGuire (2)

DIV. VIl
Colorado
George Palmateer (2)

DIV. X
Wyoming
David L. Shoup (2)

DIV. I
Minnesota
Richard Carroll

DIV.V
lowa
Roger Schwieso (2)

DIV. vill
Maine
John A. Roode (2)

DIV. XI
Pacific Areas
Gerald L. Kraus (2)

October Commanders-of-the-Month
Department

DIV. 11l
Wisconsin
Donald Cunningham (2)

DIV. VI
Louisiana
Ashton J. Dronet (2)

DIV. IX
New Mexico
Clyde R. Birkla

P

Post

DIV. |

Post 1114

Indiana

Calvin Ashley (2)

DIV. 1l

Post 6694

Maryland

Edgar J. Woolfenden

DIV.V

Post 194

Maryland

William D. McCallum

DIV. VI

Post 8510
Minnesota
John Purkat

DIV. IX

Post 4206
Florida

John N. Fabbro

DIV. XI

Post 3064

Florida

Dillard Akers (2)

DIV. Xl

Post 3839

Minnesota
Clarence Fyhriund

DIV. XV

Post 6732

South Carolina

Hilliard E. Hartman (2)

DIV. XviI
Post 1410
Kentucky
Walter Goodman (2)

DIV. XIX

Post 9985
Pacific Areas
J. Tyson Dees

County Council

DIV. |

Erie

New York

Gerred J. Snyder (2)

DIV. 1Il
Champlain

New York
Glenn Peoples

(Number in parentheses indicates number of times Commander has won this honor.)

DIV. I

Post 1736

Louisiana

James A. Johnson (2)

DIV. IV

Post 2947

Ohio

Craig Swartz

DIV. VI

Post 3388

lowa

Joseph Steil (2)

DIV. Vil

Post 246
Minnesota

E. Gordon Hoar

DIV. X

Post 5032
Georgia

J.E Land (2)

DIV. XII

Post 3735
Michigan
Marvin E. Dahl

DIV. XIV

Post 10081
Maryland
George E. Clark

DIV. XVI

Post 4606
Tennessee
Floyd G. Durbin

DIV. XVl

Post 10102

lowa

Robert E. Carroll (2)

DIV. XX

Post 7322
Oklahoma
Larry Mills (2)

DIV II

Firelands

Ohio

Craig Swartz (2)

DIV. IV
Kossuth-Emmet
lowa

Paul G. Stebritz (2)
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District

DIV. | DIv. I

District 7 District 6
Minnesota Minnesota

Dan Bartholomew Edward Evenski
DIV. VIl DIV. Vil

District 10 District 10

lowa Louisiana

William E. Berven Richard Burgess

DIV. 1l DIV. IV
District 14 District 2
Maryland Kansas

John J. Gistedt (2) Jeff Lawson
DIV. IX DIV. X
District 17 District 5
Maryland Vermont

Steve Mason (2)

Richard LeMay

—

DIV.V DIV. VI

District 1 District 9

Indiana Kansas

Roger Baker Marlin Musil (2)
DIV. XI DIV. XII

District 3 District 6

Delaware Washington
Charles McGuire Francis Z. Blair (2

Order of Parade

NATIONAL AVERAGE — 70.31%

1 MARYLAND ’ B MWK i P s G 29 North Dakota .....
2 Wisconsin , . - 16 Maine . ... ; 30 Delaware .

3 Kansas, .. : 17 Washington . . ...... 3 T e A S
4 Louisiana . 1 18 Kentucky . . : 32 New Jersey

5 Pacific Areas . . 3 19 NewMexico . ....0vuue : 33 Missouri . .

B WEDNOW i es oo 76.14 SO S Al ) 34 Oregon. ..

7 Michigan, . .... SRR - 21 Massachusetts , .. ..... 70.94 35 Rhodelsland ,....
8 California ., ...... .73.95 B8 MONtADA , . 50 i ¢ a0 7000 36 Vermont........
9 lowa , . Caen Neen R . 7367 B IS, e a s e 70.75 37 New Hampshire , . . .
10 Wyoming ...... 5 a T F R T T s 2 ey 70.42 38 Panama Canal, ....
L i R R o S . . 7246 B NI ¢ o i e viopie .70.02 Wcimahe s, A s
12 Connecticut . . ... o x e % eI 28 TR i e e 69.86 40 North Carolina. . . ..
TS NIINIE os % <50 0 ss 50 72.06 27 South Dakota ,........6985 41 West Virginia . . ...
DRCNORIEKE 3T 0T T 72.03 IR V. ca e 69.80 42 Pennsylvania .....

Standings are based on per capita tax transmittals received at
National Headquarters through October 31, 1988.

& .69.77 43 Mississippi
. 69. 44 Arkansas . .

e o o OO 45 Texas ... .o

f 46 Georgia ......

i 47 Tennessee

e 48 District of Columbia . s .6424

als o g DO 49 0k|ahoma...........64.04
sia o s 0100 o Ul R PRSP
Puis 0105 R ERTO0e 8, B At e 60.62
wia s s BT3B 52 South Carolina ........6030
PGP 7 O AN, 0L O O . 58.65
... .0648 54 Hawaii . , ., sob 0 es uE 55.36
s o« 06603

Posts of 1,000 Members or More

1988-89
Place Ilo Location Membership
1 1114  Evansville, IN wiis a4, - OOUR 1079
628  Sioux Falls, SD ., . .

3579  Park Ridge, IL . .

Rosedale, MD . .

Richfield, MN , . .

2

3

4

5

6 1146 St Clair Shores, MI

7 360 Mishawaka,IN . .,

8 131 Lincoin,NE . ...

9 1736 Alexandria, LA . . 28

L T S 29

11 1273 Rapid City,SD. . . 30

11 47 Uniontown,PA ., . 3

13 1296 Bloomington, MN , . .. 1491 32 2503
14 49 Mobile, AL ......, 1484 33 249
15 1599 Chambersburg, PA ... 1421 34 679
16 1064 Huntington, WV , , . 1382 35 972
17 2940 W.Seneca,NY ... 1375 36 6975
18 1275 Lima,OH ......., 1370 37 6640
19 969 Tacoma,WA ......, 1369 38 112

Recorded as of November 8, 1988

Elyvia, DM 2.5 25 ea 1351 39 6874 LemonGrove,CA .... 1207 58 1865 Kenosha, WIl,...... 1102
Albuquerque, NM , 1343 40 1621 Janesville, Wl , 1202 59 2199 Joliet,IL. . .

Manville, NJ . 1322 40 4087 Davison, Ml , . 1202 60 3790 Logansport, IN

Detroit, MI, . 1294 42 3382 Kingsport, TN ., . . . 1197 61 1432 Salina, KS. Loy
Joliet, IL, . . 1292 43 2704 South Omaha, NE . 62 295 South Saint Paul. MN . . 1062
Dundalk, MD 1284 44 7330 Oakville,CT . 891  Asheville, NC ., . 1055
Yakima, WA , 1282 45 641 Columbia,SC . 64 733 Mason City, IA 1048
Tucson, AZ . 1278 46 2529 Sandusky,OH . 65 5263 FortSillLOK.,.,.... 1042
Indiana, PA . 1277 47 2100 Everett, WA , . 66 1000 Independence, MO . .. 1040
Cheektowaga NY 1273 48 10209 Spring Hill, FL 67 4051 Colorado Spgs co . 1029
Morningside, MD . 1252 49 5632 St Louis Park, MN , .. 1164 68 2947 Fremont, OH, ;
Mechanicsburg.PA T.. 1251 50 1650 Topeka,KS ....... 1156 69 2539 Gulfport, MS .

Omaha,NE . ...... 1242 51 1810 Brentwood,PA ... .. 1147 70 1326 Bismarck, ND .,

Butier,PA , o .s o ... 1236 52 8541 San Antonio, TX, . . 1126 71 501 Denver,CO ..

Dallas, TX . ... 1227 52 9083 Baltimore, MD,..... 1126 72 2743 Norwalk,OH .

Terre Haute iN . ... 1222 54 428 SaintCloud, MN. . ... 121 73 305 EauClaire, W, .,

Bristo, VA ., ...... 1214 55 447 AlbertLea, MN .. ... 119 74 9223 Arlington,CA , . . .
Metairie,LA. . « v o o« 1214 55 6240 Russell,KS ..... oo 1119

Wichita, KS , ..... . 1210 57 283 Kingston,PA ,..... 1117

National Aides-de-Camp 1987-88

The following VFW member has distinguished himself
by qualifying for the National Aide-de-Camp, Recruit-
ing Class award. To be eligible for this award, a
member must collect the dues of at least 50 new
and/or reinstated members. Donald Casey, Post 530,
Brookfield, Mass.

Harry M. Faris, Post 6732, Clover, S.C.; J. Tyson Dees,
Post 9985, Tongduchon-Up, Korea; James K. Ander-

son, Post 2513, Warrensburg, Mo.; James A. Glenn,
Post 4294, Charleston, Mo.; Terry L. Miller, Post 1655,
Newton, lowa; Don P. Black, Post 10302, Springfield,
Ill.; Tony A. Wasinger, Post 9644, Fort Logan, Colo.;
David Huerta, Post 2001, Porterville, Calif.; Michael
Salome, Post 3982, Santa Clara, Calif.; John Best,
Post 891, Asheville, N.C.; Maurice Hale, Post 989,
Bartlesville, Okla.; Stanley Gertner, Post 1118, Cush-
ing, Okla.; Frank W. Boroz, Post 9520, Brunswick,
Ohio; G. William Marks, Post 352, Cleveland, Ohio,
and Paul Strickland, Post 1098, McAlester, Okla.

Century Award
1988-89

The following VFW members have distinguished
themselves by qualifying for the Century Award. To
be eligible for this award, a member must collect the
dues of at least 100 new and/or reinstated members.
Tony A. Wasinger, Post 9644, Fort Logan, Colo.;
George William Marks, Post 352, Cleveland, Ohio, and
Stanley Gertner, Post 1118, Cushing, Okla.

90th Anniversary Life Membership Drawing

Following are the names of the winners of 90 Life
Memberships awarded as part of the Early Bird
Recognition membership promotion: Glenn L. Amis,
Andrew R. Bardshaw Jr., Samuel J. Bartolotti, Hay-
wood Bowen, Robert S. Brague, William W. Brochi,
Elmer Butler, James W. Chavis, John J. Ciavarra,
Thomas F. Clarke, Dom Consiglio, Otho L. Craft,
Ronald P. Creel, Frank M. D'Amato, Roy B. Davis,
Kenneth R. DeVore Jr., Richard A. Deison, Richard E.
Doyle, Charles R. Earman, Donald Ray Edsall, Robert
E. Ends, Joe Farmer Sr., Frank C. Faust, Walter
Fedchin, Harold V. Felton, Elton C. Gamble, James 0.

Gee, Kenneth Goodpastor, Delbert |. Groenke, Jewell
W. Halley, Joseph E. Henson, William R. Hickson, Cal
J. Holecko, Joel S. Horn, William J. Hyndman, Ed
Johnson, G.A. Johnson, Frank Jones, Terry J. Kessler,
Robert N. Kimura, George W.Klein, John J. Lally, R.P.
Lamoreaux, Ralph G. Lanham, Robert E. Leckrone,
Joseph M. Limuti, Donald D. Lindberg, Zenon Loch-
mayer, Roy H. Maston, Thomas M. McAllister, Joseph
S. McRae Jr., Harry J. Olson, Donald J. Paine, Richard
Palmisciano, Raymond W. Pata, Carlos J. Perez,
Edwin S. Phillips, Walter A. Pinkas, Otto E. Price,
James C. Pugh, James B. Revoir, Earl K. Reynolds,

Charles A. Robbins, Ralph C. Rodriguez, Robert E.
Rogers. Leslie Sande, James K. Scheiihamer, Michael
Schleicher, Marion 0. Scotten, Robert E. Shaw, James
N. Sipes, Joseph F. Slattery, Harry A. Snyder, Charles
F. Sprafka, Thomas M. Stanley, Daniel, Stefanski,
Ellis W. Stewart, Robert E. Swart, James E. Tate, Gene
H. Tester, Roy W. Thomas, Charles E. Tyler, William
M. Venable, Raymond Von Rueden, G. Wagner, Warren
R. Wallin, Gary Lee Watermann, Wilbur W. Watts,
Vernell N. Zachariah and William Zenko.
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Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the United States

1988-89 Series

General Orders No. 3

The following appointments are hereby announced:
NATIONAL AMERICANISM COMMITTEE: Members:
James Abbott, Post 4108, Redmond, Ore.; Muriel E. Allan,
Post 3633, Maquoketa, lowa; Jerome R. Berg, Post 4221,
Mayville, N.D.; C.C. Blankenship, Post 2280, Bellevue, Neb.;
Mike Bokan, Post 1771, Lafayette, Colo.; Sanford R. Boles,
Post 7099, W. Covington, Ky.; Paul B. Brown, Post 733,
Mason City, lowa; C.W. Buchanan, Post 3892, Harker
Heights, Texas; Paul A. Calhoun, Jr., Post 4287, Orlando,
Fla; Frank A. Candalisa, Post 10276, Honolulu, Hawaii;
William M. Chapman, Post 5996, Anderson, S.C.; Emmett
G. Cherne, Post 2179, Middletown Township, N.J.; Gary L.
Clark, Post 7398, Magna, Utah;.Judd L. Clemens, Post 9785,
Eagle River, Alaska; James E. Coad, Post 401, Albuquerque,
N.M.; Chet Coons, Post 7885, Ekalaka, Montana; Raeul G.
Cox, Post 3359, Garland, Texas; George W. Davis, Post
8276, Delmar, Md; Ralph O. DeMarco, Post 885, College
Point,N.Y;; Lee D. Finley, Post 6734, Greenville, S.C.; Joseph
Gauthier, Post 544, Charleston, Mass.; Gerald W. Gilgen-
bach, Post 8847, New Bavaria, Ohio; Louis Greco, Post
4653, Monaca, Pa; Ronald P. Green, Post 5631, Sanford,
N.C.; Al H. Hall, Post 628, Sioux Falls, S.D.; William Hawk,
Post 9381, Ada, Ohio; Eugene L. Hoeltge, Post 5077,
O'Fallon, Mo; Dennis P. Horton, Post 8583, Gardnerville,
Nev; Miles Irvine, Post 379, Yakima, Wash ; Lawrence Jack,
Post 9021, Warren, Mich.; Sam Jacobson, Post 141, Kenyon,
Minn;; R.L. Johanningsmeier, Post 1257, Martinsville, Ind.;
Robert L. Jones, Post 9951, Bangkok, Thailand; Edward
Kaopuiki, Post 1540, Honolulu, Hawaii; T. George Kotros,
Post 1526, Medway, Mass.; Robert W. Lacey, Post 720,

O RDERS

Phoenix, Ariz; William G. Lessard, Post 9955, Pittsfield,
Maine; Jon Lough, Post 1254, Arkansas City, Kans.; Acie T.
Marksberry, Jr., Post 5865, York, Pa.; Robert Martin, Jr.,
Post 2571, White River Junction, Vt; Michael .J. Mason, Sr.,
Post 3026, Baltimore, Md.; Willis G. Meers, Post 2866, St.
Charles, Mo.; W. Jack Niland, Post 799, Kenne, N.H.; Joe
Panell, Post 8600, East Gadsden, Ala.; Edward Papantonio,
Post 271, Bronx, N.Y,; George Pfielsticker, Post 305, Eau
Claire. Wis.; Webster Pidgeon, Post 45, Providence, R.I;
Harold Prochaska, Post 1980, Emporia, Kans.; Robert .J.
Provost, Post 8214, Manchester, N.-H.; George Reed, Post
2673, Cody, Wyo,; Daryl C. Reeder, Post 3449, Wakeeney,
Kans,; Norman Rettig, Post 249, Butler, Pa.; Jay W. Ritchie,
Post 1022, Coffeyville, Kans.; Bill Robertson, Post 382, El
Reno, Okla.; Clarence Schumacher, Post 3946, Rockford,
Mich; Donald G. Shaw, Post 2863, Richardson Park, Del;
J.B. Smith, Post 6688, Summerville, Ga,; R. Frank Sprinkle,
Post 6975, Bristol, Va.; Americo J. Tancredi, Post 9929,
West Hartford, Conn; Max M. Tank, Jr, Post 3664,
Milwaukee, Wis,; Ted Theodorsen, post 6320, Duluth,
Minn,; Carl N. Thomas, Post 8950, Lanham, Md.; Arthur W.
Triplett, Sr., Post 2539, Gulfport, Miss.; John C. Walters,
Post 10040, Sun Valley, Calif;; Lenas G. Weisheit, Post 1114,
Evansville, Ind.; John Wojtowicz, Post 4789, North East,

Pa,, and Elliott Zeller, Post 5852, Lutcher, La. NATIONAL
CIVIL SERVICE AND EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE: Mem-
bers: Larry J. Bender, Post 788, Cedar Rapids, lowa;
William P. Bennett, post 7573, New Baltimore, Mich.:
George L. Berthiaume, Post 969, Tacoma, Wash.; John
Best, Post 891, Asheville, N.C.; George A. Bopp, Post 3142,
Charleston Heights, S.C; James B. Brown, Post 4396,
Philadelphia, Miss.; James R. Burkhart, Post 10177, Cres-
cent City, Fla; Charles H. Cloud, Jr., Post 3544, Winfield,
Kans.; T.D. Culpepper, Post 5032, Macon, Ga.; John
Curatolo, Post 916, Peace Dale, R.L: Lester W. Davis, Post
10093, Safety Harbor, Fla.; Albert Dittman, Post 2118,
Brookings, S.1).; Manuel Evaro, Post 4384, Anthony, N.M.;
Ernest Fender, Post 3628, Riverton, Wyo.; James C. Gates,

FREE VIDEO
ON FLORIDA

RETIREMENT

Learn how you can retire to sun-kissed Florida
and play golf FREE for the rest of your life.
If you have ever considered Florida Retirement, this full length 2

hour TV Program is a must. It takes you on a tour of Florida’s most
successful, self-contained Active Adult Community.

Shows you...

» Model Homes and their prices e Free Golf Courses and Country Clubs
o Recreation Facilities and Private Restaurants ¢ The Communities
Banking, Shopping, Medical and Security facilities e The Active

Retirement Lifestyle

You owe it to yourself to learn how you can enjoy this luxurious
leisure lifestyle on your fixed retirement budget by letting us bring this
video tape tour of Orange Blossom Gardens into the comfort of your

own living room.

All you have to do to receive your FREE 2 hour TV Program is fill
out the coupon and return it along with $2.00 to cover postage and

handling.

ORANGE BLOSSOM GARDENS, DEPT. TV-4A
10 PARADISE DRIVE ¢ LADY LAKE, FL 32659

Enclosed is $2.00 to cover postage and handling.
Please rush my FREE VHS Video Tape.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE

ZIP
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Post 96, Montgomery, Ala.; Robert E. Hansen, Post 295, S.
St. Paul, Minn,; Michael W. Hess, Sr., Post 6095, Latonia, Ky.;
Ray Huffman, Post 10047, N. Las Vegas, Nev.; John M.
Jackson, Post 3632, Tempe, Ariz; Thomas M. Kennedy,
Post 3586, Salt Lake City, Utah; Henry S. Kuniyuki, Post
4951, Honolulu, Hawaii; George A. Lange, Jr., Post 2400,
Washington, D.C; Henry .J. Lefevre, Post 9965, Yalesville,
Conn.; Lee G. Lewis, Post 5559, Juneau, Alaska; Chase
Libby, Post 6859, Portland, Maine; John Liebsack, Post
8334, Millard, Neb.; Anthony J. Longo, Post 5205, Phila-
delphia, Pa.; Walter C. Luksta, Post 9115, Cicero, IlL; W.
Leroy Maddox, Post 9083, Baltimore, Md.; Emmett T.
McNulty, Post 549, Tucson, Ariz.; George Miklos, Post 1090,
Warren, Ohio; Thomas Morgan, Post 1592, Charleston, Il1;
Jack E. Naifeh, Post 577, Tulsa, Okla.; Alva Nash, Post 4586,
Mansfield, La.; John Ochoa, Post 9983, Holly Ridge, N.C';
Rudolph F. Otero, Post 5610, Espanola, NM.; Aldon O.
Palmer, Post 762, Fargo, N.D.; Albert V. Palumbo, Post 167,
Charleroi, Pa.; Ralph Pigman, Post 1114, Evansville, Ind.;
John F. Quint, Post 425, Hopkins, Minn.; Paul Reuter, Jr.,
Post 2948, International Falls, Minn.; Manuel O. Rivas, Post
8782, El Paso, Texas; Lewis M. Romans, Post 322, Engle-
wood, Colo; Eric C. Schneider, Post 1691, Milwaukee, Wis.;
Albert Seigel, Post 7230, Forest Park, Ohio; John G.
Simmons, Post 8276, Delmar, Md.; Dermot L. Sporbert,
Post 448, Pittsfield, Mass.; Earl Stock, Jr., Post 3275, Ft.

Plain, N.Y.; Dwight Tanner, Jr., Post 9759, Loves Park, IlL;

Edward A. Trennert, Post 2255, Chicago Ridge, IIL; Joe
Turpen, Post 1383, Klamath Falls, Ore; John T. Tynan,
Post 561, South Boston, Mass.; Leon R. Vileo, Post 9951,
Bangkok, Thailand; Charles B. Wilkerson, Post 9808,
Mechanicsville, Va.; Jerry A. Williams, Post 7636, Hayward,
Calif;; Jerry Wood, Post 5606, Kansas City, Mo.; William
Young, Post 2926, Cleveland, Ohio, and John Zuba, Post
2571, White River Junction, Vt. NATIONAL COMMUNITY
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE: Members: William C. Allen,
Post 7213, Norwood, Pa.; Carl Amundson, Post 10040, Sun
Valley, Calif.; Gary B. Bentfeld, Post 2799, New Springfield,
Ohio; Patrick T. Bohmer, Post 246, Minneapolis, Minn.;
Julian M. Brisendine, Post 5290, Conyers, Ga.; Harold .J.
Carnahan, Post 7564, W. Fargo, N.D,; Lewie B. Cooper, Post
1174, El Dorado, Kans.:; Ernest DeGrave, Post 2274,
Ashton, R.I; Frank Durbino, Post 9133, Jacksonville, N.C.;
Donald A. Esposito, Post 10188, Tucson, Ariz.; Harry M.
Faris, Post 6732, Clover, S.C.; Billie A. Floyd, Post 5606,
Kansas City, Mo.; Charles D. Godke, Post 753, Minot, N.D.;
George O. Goforth, Post 2895, Cudahy, Wis,; James N.
Goldsmith, Post 5666, Flushing, Mich.; Otto A. Gollon, Jr.,

Post 7679, Mantua, N.J.; A. David Grimes, Post 4057,
Tupelo, Miss; Chester D. Hanson, Post 10251, South
Windsor, Conn.; Harold Hedges, Post 9334, 8453 Vilseck,
West Germany; Jack F. Ivy, Post 2702, Huntsville, Ala;
Cardon Johnson, Post 47, Uniontown, Pa.; John Paul
Jones, Post 1993, Paris, Ky.; Carl J. Kaelin, Post 1170,
Middletown, Ky.; Eugene Karban, Post 7980, Millstadt, Ill.;
M. John Knapp, Post 2544, Ft. Worth, Texas; Michael Levy,
Post 283, Kingston, Pa; Lloyd L. Lindquist, Post 3173,
Anaheim, Calif;; William .J. Madera, Post 1702, Braintree,
Mass.; Margarito Maes, Post 1547, Las Vegas, NM.; Gary
Mathisen, Post 2221, Laramie, Wyo.; William T. McCarthy,
Post 3439, North Brookfield, Mass.; C.N. Merinkers, Post
706, Pensacola, Fla.; Leonard Milligan, Post 9001, Moravia,
lowa; James P. Montgomery, Post 7871, Seymour, Texas;
Lee E. Morgan, Post 3213, Quilcene, Wash.: Donald B.
Myers, Post 8307, Layton, Utah; William Nelson, Post 8437,
Enon, Ohio; Leo M. Nunley, Post 9365, Wasilla, Alaska;
Truman Odell, Post 539, Henryetta, Okla.; Raymond M.
Ortmann, Post 6498, Milwaukee, Wis; Lambert Perina,
Post 6419, Clarkson, Neb.; Samuel C. Pilato, Post 307,
Rochester, N.Y.; Thomas E. Ryan, Post 10080, Jacksonville,
Md.; Russell J. Ryder, Post 2130, Lake Charles, La.; William
G. Schaen, Post 475, Newark, Del.; Robert A. Schulenburg,
Post 1088, Kingston, N.H.; John H. Sentena, Post 4051

Colorado Springs, Colo,; Michael V. Smith, Post 2999,
Indianapolis, Ind.; Harry H. Spielman, Post 2123, Win-
chester, Va;James.J. Thiel, Post 717, St. John, Ind.; Tony L.
thomas, Post 246, Minneapolis, Minn.; John Uram, Post
10018, Tacoma, Wash.; R.R. Whipple, Post 846, Overland
Park, Kans.; Jack Williams, Post 2350, Elko, Nev., and
Lawrence W. Wilver, Post 1665, Milton, Pa. NATIONAL
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE: Members: Frank E. Allen,
Post 2280, Bellevue, Neb.; Anthony H. Alves, Jr., Post 10269,
Okinawa, Japan; A. Leo Anderson, Post 833, Washington,
D.C; Natale Balla, Post 8955, Westerly, R.l; George S.
Bellon, Post 3788, San Diego, Calif ; Otis N. Berry, Post 637,
Hopewell, Va.; John L. Bessaw, Post 6356, Herlong, Calif’;
Ray Boyle, Post 10028, Aberdeen, Md.; Jake Brewer, Post
8794, Whitehall Village, Ohio; John J. Burnett, Post 697,
Whitman, Mass.; Arthur W. Burress, Post 1, Denver, Colo.;
William Coleman, Post 35, Jefferson City, Mo.; Charles E.




Cook, Post 1022, Coffeyville, Kans.; Al DeStefano, Post
10094, Indian Rock Beach, Fla.; Americo DiLoretto, Post
3614, Philadelphia, Pa; Thomas .J. Dougherty, Post 3474,
Dunmore, Pa; David Joe Duncan, Post 1160, Charlotte,
N.C; Charles W. Edwards, Jr., Post 856, Austin, Texas;
Les iskildsen, Post 4067, Malta, Mont.; Kelly Ferber,
Post 612, Fergus Falls, Minn.; Richard Foley, Post 3676,
Sault Saint Marie, Mich.; James A. Fredericks, Post 4917,
Brewer, Maine; Charles Fresorger, Post 579, Gillette, Wyo.;
Melvin Garrett, Post 6396, Mount Vernon, N.Y.; Preston F.
Garris, post 2615, Goldsboro, N.C; Allan G. Grice, Post
1475, Amarillo, Texas; Frank G. Hahn, Post 453, Union
City, N.J; George R. Haley, Post 8801, Clayton, Del.; Edward
Hardesty, Post 1405, Spencer, Ind.; Joe E. Kearney, Post
792, Montpelier, Vt.; Richard W. Keeton, Post 2886, Federal
Way, Wash; John E. Konicki, Post 4499, Manistee, Mich.;
Robert Larson, Post 6206, Menahga, Minn.; Ronald G. Lee,
Post 10093, Safety Harbor, Fla; Clyde A. Lewis, Post 125,
Plattsburgh, N.Y; Alcuin G. Loehr, Post 4847, St. Cloud,
Minn; Joseph J. Lombardo, Post 601, Brooklyn, N.Y;; John
W. Mahan, Post 1116, Helena, Mont.; E.J. McGlothin, Post
81, Portland, Ore,; Carl H. McKenzie, Post 94, Honolulu,
Hawaii; Robert J. McMahon, Post 2298, Dundee, I11; Albert
Meche, Post 9903, Church Point, La; Rev. Thomas .J.
Meersman, Post 7442, Granger, Utah; George M. Morris,
Post 1857, Oklahoma City, Okla.; Thomas E. Morris, Post
3447, Gaffney, S.C; Timothy .J. Murphy, Post 613, Quincy,
Mass; Loran F. Patten, Post 8057, Horicon, Wis,; Wesley M.
Pentecost, Post 2440, Independence, lowa; Alan R. Peter-
son, Post 3876, Cristobal, Panama Canal; Thomas G.
Pflueger, Post 4919, Sheffield, Ala; Stanley J. Plessala, Post
4222, Morgan City, La; Joseph A. Proulx, Post 9347,
Hooksett, N.H; Herbert R. Rainwater, Post 9223, Arlington,
Calif; Frank H. Rice, Post 4547, Gillespie, Ill; Douglas
Robertson, Post 2755, Redfield, S.D;; Richard L. Roudebush,
Post 6246, Noblesville, Ind.; Thomas .J. Russell, Post 3579,
Park Ridge, Il1; Joseph Salvo, Post 5267, Wilkes Barre, Pa;
Eric Sandstrom, Post 969, Tacoma, Wash.; Paul M. Savage,
Post 2254, Birmingham, Mich; Joseph A. Scerra, Post 905,
Gardner, Mass.; Glenn J. Scott, Post 2146, Idaho Falls,
Idaho; Paul A. Spera, Post 144, Boston, Mass; Bill Stans-
berry, Post 534, Joplin, Mo.; Emmett A. Stelzer, Post 6797,
Post, Texas; Arlan Stratman, Post 5283, Hartington, Neb.;
Arthur V. Streed, Post 762, Fargo, N.D.; George B. Thomson,
Post 4075, Frankfort, Ky.; Guy Thornton, Post 687, Jackson,
Miss.; George T. Van Allen, Post 7504, Piscataway, N.J.;
Lloyd E. Vanderhoof, Post 3370, Moriarty, N.M.; Thomas C.
Walker, Post 5849, East Lyme, Conn; E. Spencer Walton,
Post 360, Mishawaka, Ind.; John C. Weiss, post 2185,
Panama City, Fla., and Elmo J. Whitmore, Post 401,
Albuquerque, NM. NATIONAL SAFETY COMMITTEE:
Members: Robert A. Anderson, Post 10252, Mountain
View, Alaska; Robert A. Bell, Post 4943, Echo, Ore.; Cecil F.
Branford, Post 10111, Silver Springs, Fla.; Ralph C. Buote,
Post 10167, Holiday, Fla.; Charles L. Cannon, Jr., Post 5076,
Garland, Texas; Fred Chapman, Post 1760, Mesa, Ariz.;

City, lowa; Doyle E. Souders, Post 2807, Portland, Ore.;

Clifford Teer, Post 2148, Waco, Texas; C. Herb Weaver, Post
2323, Granada Hills, Calif., and Warren Wellensiek, Post
4171, Golden, Colo. NATIONAL SECURITY COMMITTEE:
Members: Paul S. Aaberg, Post 6139, Zahl, N.D.; Assad Allie,
Post 147, Livonia, Mich; OA. Amundsen, Post 3061,
Vermillion, S.D.; Clyde Arsbon, Post 3274, Hobbs, N.M.;
Louis Balasanos, Post 10276, Honolulu, Hawaii; Joseph A.
Borello, Post 1937, Glendale, Calif.; Ralph F. Braun, Post
2853, Sauk Centre, Minn.; Raymond D. Brennan, .Jr., Post
10131, Cape Canaveral, Fla.; Vincent BrinkerhofT, Post 335,
Cranford, N.J; John M. Carney, Post 4643, Satellite Beach,
Fla; Patrick E. Carr, Post 6640, Metairie, La.. Sammy L.
Cates, Post 5290, Conyers, Ga.; John P. Covey, Post 615,
Wilmington, Del.; George R. Cramer, Post 6869, N. Riverside,
11L; James R. Currieo, Post 9972, Sierra Vista, Ariz.; Larie
Davis, Post 6654, De Soto, Kans,; John L Fanshaw, Post
7819, Crewe, Va,; Arthur J. Fellwock, Post 1114, Evansville,
Ind.; Leroy Ford, Post 5480, Madisonville, Ky.; Leslie M. Fry,
Post 9211, Reno, Nev.; Melvin R. Garrett, Post 6240, Russell,
Kans.; Robert W. Goossen, Post 1735, Perrinton, Mich.;
James A. Greer, Post 7851, Littleton, Colo.; Patrick Harrell,
Post 2825, Chicago Heights, I11; Frank C. Hilton, Post 6558,
Womelsdorf, Pa.; Richard Homan, Post 9666, Sugar Grove,
W.Va.; Charles Hunt, Post 2329, Tillicum, Wash.; Dale L.
Katsch, Post 3822, Ancon, Panama Canal; Chester Koch,
Post 1415, Cleveland, Ohio; Robert H. Lancaster, Post 658,
Macon, Ga.; Gary Littlefield, Post 3181, Florence, S.C.;
Larry H. Longfellow, Post 10010, E. Helena, Mont ; Ronald
E. Longly, Post 5136, Lexington, Neb.; Robert H. Mares,
Post 1296, Bloomington, Minn.; Joseph F. Martin, Post
9223, Arlington, Calif; Robert E. Martin, Post 5263, Fort
Sill, Okla’; Robert V. Martin, Post 8973, New Orleans, La.;
Cecil McGoon, Post 2780, Traverse City, Mich,; Gardner S.
McWilliams, Post 2425, Marion, Mass.; Thomas H. Mellow,

continued on page 40

ELECTRIC MOBILITY!

Jointhe [, ¢
Forces ;

of the
Free .
and Independent!

Join the happy free-wheeling
people who go where they want,
when they want on exciting Rascal
Electric Scooters!

IMAGINE moving about your
houseand neighborhood effortlessly
and independently! The rugged
Rascal’s powerful motor will even
take you easily up steep hills and
over grass and gravel.

Add more Freedom and Inde-
pendence to your life! For a FREE
Catalog, Return This Coupon Today
or Call Toll-Free 1-800-662-4548!

Q Please rush me a FREE Color Cata-

log of Electric Mobility products. |

Name l

Address

City |
I
I

State ———Zip

Phone ( )
Electric Mobility, #1 Mobility Plaza,

| __ _Dept2204, Sewell,NJ 08080 __ _|

CUBAN-SEED-LEAF CIGARS FOR
THE MAN WHO THOUGHT HE

YOU DON’T NEED

CASTRO’S PERMISSION

TO ENJOY THE UNIQUE HAVANA FLAVOR!

DEA!
SEND CIGARS
TO A FRIEND

Henry E. Cluney, Post 392, Virginia Beach, Va.; James
Comedy, Post 3383, Akron, Ohio; Dino Costantini, Post
1278, Detroit, Mich.; Malvin Dewees, Post 1279, Rensselaer,
Ind.; Richard L. Dindinger, Post 3280, Clovis, N.M.; Gordon
Estes, Post 3962, Corinth, Miss.; Paul Fleurdelys, Post 4294,
Charleston, Mo.; Donald Foley, Post 10105, Dayton, Wyo.;
Stacey S. Foster, Post 3074, Lexington, N.C.; Walter G.
Gansenberg, Post 834, Everett, Mass.; Robert Gascoigne,
Post 721, Waukesha, Wis.; Robert Geisler, Post 1034,
Brattleboro, Vt.; William Goodman, Post 1563, Merrillville,
Ind.; James Graham, Post 2444, Ft. Myers, Fla.; Alfred L.
Hall, Post 6240, Russell, Kans.; Jay Herring, Post 5531,
Wathena, Kans,; Rolland E. Hild, Post 8334, Millard, Neb;
Vern E. Hoffart, Post 131, Lincoln, Neb.; Robert Hoover,
Post 8018, East Greenwich, R.L; Robert G. Houchins, Post
1123, Vallejo, Calif; Harold Ray Howell, Post 9582, Vandalia,
Ohio; William L. Jackson, Post 3912, Litchfield, IIl.; Joseph
E. Jeanette, Post 137, Duluth, Minn.; Edward .J. Krenek,
Post 8787, Austin, Texas; Casimir Lukoski, Post 6506,
Rosedale, Md,; Jack A. Mack, Post 3586, Salt Lake City,
Utah; Joseph J. Marcella, Post 5286, Farrell, Pa; John
McCarthy, Post 521, Owings Mills, Md.; Harold McChesney,
Post 7719, Lebanon, Neb.; James H. McClenahan, Post
2859, Wood River, Ill; David A. Meyer, Post 1000, Independ-
ence, Mo,; Donald J. Mitchell, Post 3547, Ely, Nev; Dan
Norton, Post 1125, Glendive, Mont.; Charles Olson, Post
756, Devils Lake, N.D.; Robert Petrik, Post 7319, Wagner,

COULDN'T AFFORD THEM!

I'll send them to you from Tampa, the fine cigar
capital of the world. Sample the cigars in
my new Sterling Sampler and enjoy a
wonderful new smoking sensation. Il
include a generous sampling of vintage-
leaf, long-filler and cut-filler cigars, all
perfectly blended for mildness and flavor.
These superb smokes are made with expertly

blended Cuban-seed-leaf tobaccos grown and cured the

old Cuban way in Honduras from seed smuggled out of Cuba.

They're mild, flavorful and extremely satisfying to the cigar smoker who's

looking for something new, something better, something exceptionally tasty. Experts

can't tell them from Havanas. You won't be able to either, when you try them. Natural wrapper.
If you're ready for a luxuriously enjoyable smoking experience, try them now.

MY OFFER TO
CIGAR LOVERS

I'll send you postpaid a selec-
tion of 42 factory-fresh
cigars —vintage-leal long-filler
and cut-filler smokes. If these
cigars aren't all you expected
return the unsmoked ones by I

[ THOMPSON CIGAR CO. Dept. 8871

5401 Hangar Ct., Tampa, FL 33634-5391

O.K., TOM! Ship me the Sterling Sampler under your money-back guarantee |
for only $10.90.
[ Check for $10.90 enclosed (Fla. residents add 6% sales tax) |

[JCharge $10.90tomy [JVISA []MasterCard PLEASE PRINT

Credit Card No Exp. Date

United Parcel or Parcel Post
within 30 days and I'll refund

name

S.D;; Fred Philipps, Post 4219, Orchard Farm, Mo; Eugene yo:rdm‘?neyd ’;‘.0 qu;S“[;n,S ' street I
E. Poker, Post 2358, Roseville, Mich.; Ben Rasmussen, Post asked. rour delivered cost is
2146, Idaho Falls, Idaho; Louis A. Reale, Post 7790, only $10.90 for 42 factory- S, state

fresh, Cuban-seed-leaf cigars. e “_”_ = _I
CREDIT CARD USERS TOLLFREE 1'800'237'2559

Waterbury, Conn.; Dennis C. Reardon, Post 1787, Hull,
Mass.; George Riedel, Jr., Post 969, Tacoma, Wash.; Nicholas
Rumbos, Post 1817, Burlington, N.J; Leta B. Russell, Post
3198, Skowhegan, Maine; W.P. Shannon, Post 733, Mason

OFFER GOOD IN U.S. ONLY

sreepDELIVERYBY CALLNG 1IN FLORIDA, CALL: 1-800-282-0646
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Salute those veterans who came back,

as well as those who haven't, with this limited-edition
POW/MIA commemorative belt buckle. Hand cast in
genuine pewter, rendered in enameled patriotic colors,
emblazoned with the words, “NEVER FORGOTTEN,” it
carries with it a stirring dedication (on back) which reads,
in part, “..to the familles and friends of M.I.A.’s who
Jeel the pain and wait patiently.”
X The buckle also carries a promise to you. One
dollar from every purchase is sent
directly to the non-profit POW/ § 1995
°

+ MIA League in Washington, D.C.,

x to help bring our heroes home.

Intricately detailed and measuring 3%" wide by 2'" high,
it is sent to you in a blue velvet pouch and is available
now for only $19.95. (For an added $9.95, we'll mount
it on a handsome walnut plaque.) Your commemorative
buckle comes with a complete thirty-day satisfaction
guarantee, and will be shipped within 48 hours.

TOLL-FREE, 1-800-227-8529, 24 hours a day.

(In MA, call 508-695-8699.)
Add $2.50 for shipping and handling.

2 2 2 2 2 2 22

+
*
*
+
*
*
*
*
+

i THE HALCYON GROUP
1 6 WILKINS DRIVE SUITE 208
@ PLAINVILLE, MA 02762 i

Handpainted - Real wood

COUNTRY GOOSE
CLOCK

Our “Country Goose” will be sitting pretty on your shelf,
window sill or mantel. She stands on her own two feet but
can be wall mounted as well. HANDCRAFTED from a solid
piece of wood and HANDPAINTED with a cheerful red bow and
bright yellow bill and feet. Inside there's a Precision QUARTZ
MOVEMENT — place it anywhere it's battery operated ( battery
not included).. Uses ordinary penlight battery. Wonderful in a
child's room the perfect housewarming gift.

No. 5025— Country Goose Clock .............. $8.88

SPECIAL! TWO ONLY $16

send Order To: FOSTER-TRENT, INC., DEPT.567-NB
2345 BOSTON POST ROAD, LARCHMONT, N.Y. 10538,
Include $265 Postage & Handling.
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Jr., Post 9742, W. Barrington, R.L; Walter F. Merklin, Post
5698, Brick, N.J; Robert T. Merrill, Post 1087, Great Falls,
Mont.; Darrell Miller, Post 1565, Muscatine, lowa; Terry L.
Miller, Post 1655, Newton, lowa; Ben R. Minshew, Post 49,
Mobile, Ala.; Paul Montgomery, Post 3465, Nampa, Idaho;
Peter P. Muscolino, Post 6726, Essex, Conn.; Steve W. Neal,
Post 79, Meridian, Miss.; Kenneth Nelson, Post 1273, Rapid
City, S.D.; Conway T. Newsome, Post 2615, Goldsboro, N.C.:
Clifford G. Olson, Post 8699, Boston, Mass.: Melvin L. Page,
Sr., Post 2069, Kansas City, Mo.; Dan G. Petersen, Post 131,
Lincoln, Neb.; Myron H. Pierce, Post 9787, South Paris,
Maine; Dale Pierson, Post 5245, North Haverhill, N.H.
Harold W. Richards, Post 1599, Chambersburg, Pa.; Father
George Rinkowski, Post 5530, Toledo, Ohio: Kenneth
Robbins, Post 85, Sacramento, Calif.; William .J. Rodriguez,
post 1857, Oklahoma City, Okla; Edward F. Sanders, Post
360, Mishawaka, Ind.; Andrew .J. Sarnak, Post 283, King-
ston, Pa.; Arthur H. Schultz, Post 305, Eau Claire, Wis.; Jack
L. Simons, Post 9217, Liberty, N.Y.; Robert Smith, Post 9978,
Anchorage, Alaska; Marvin L. Snyder, Post 3885, Erlangen,
Germany; Ray Soden, Post 2149, Bensenville, I1l; Everett R.
Sprague, Post 549, Tucson, Ariz,; Peter Stack, Post 4344,
Houston, Texas; Melvin Stanley, Post 1815, San Angelo,
Texas; John 8. Staum, Post 9625, Coon Rapids, Minn;
Vincent .J. Tamburino, Post 2319, North Brunswick, N.J;
Walter W. Thompson, Post 5059, Turlock, Calif; Robert W.
Toske, Post 7232, Town of Union, Wis.; Calvin Vogelsang,
Post 3838, Cape Girardeau, Mo.; Tony A. Wasinger, Post
9644, Ft. Logan, Colo; Dr. John Wasylik, Post 2529,
Sandusky, Ohio; Donald 0. Webster, Post 9957, Tien Mou,
Taipei 11127, Taiwan, and Thomas R Werner, Post 6240),
Russell, Kans. NATIONAL VOICE OF DEMOCRACY: Mem-
bers: Harry Anderson, Post 1973, Sioux City, lowa; Lee K.
Andrews, Post 5289, Pawnee City, Neb.; Robert A. Belote,
Post 2995, Bellevue, Wash.; Wayne Bertholf, Post 2279,
Garden City, Kans,; Robert Bishop, Post 1031, Springfield,
Ohio; William Burns, Post 2017, Dedham, Mass.; Robert .J.
Carey, Post 1728, Winamac, Ind.; Duane Clifton, Post 2673,
cody, Wyo.; Edward W. Crews, Post 7909, Wesconnett, Fla.:
Leroy Dupree, Post 6471, Manchester, Vt; Robert D).
Eliason, Post 1852, Minneapolis, Minn.; Darrell D. Elliott,
Post 1771, Lafayette, Colo.; James W. Felton, Post 5535
Chicago, Ill; Edward Fischer, Post 2619, Roseland, N.J.;
John J. Fish, Post 8972, Bremen, Ind.; Hollis D. Fisher, Post
501, Denver, Colo,; Clarence A. Gardner, Post 3407, Ensley,
Ala.; Harold Genrich, Post 1222, Fairmont, Minn.: Robert
W. Graff, Post 7941, S. Bloomfield, Ohio; Junior A. Green,
Post 3274, Hobbs, N.M.; Richard Grenz, Post 1326, Bis-
marck, N.D; Joseph O. Hansen, Post 8950, Lanham, Md.;
Monte D. Hanson, Post 1621, Janesville, Wis,; A.J. Heggestad,
Post 4674, Winner, S.); Jean L. Holt, Post 889, Coeur
D'Alene, Idaho; George Householder, Post 1500, Willoughby,
Ohio; Charles A. Humphreys, Post 293, Eugene, Ore;
James D. Jacobson, Post 4109, Fairfield, Mont.; William .J.
Jolin, Post 5996, Anderson, S.C.; Jim Kendrick, Post 4032,
Gresham, Ore.; John Knowles, Post 2364, Pinetop, Ariz.;
Harry A. Kosht, Post 4903, Tucson, Ariz.; Denny L. Lawson,
Post 1186, Independence, Kans.; Donald A. Lehman, Post
8298, Northumberland, Pa.; Lae V. Lewis, Post 5171,
Cumberland, Ky.; James Lohman, Post 9619, Morningside,
Md; Robert J. Lyons, Sr., Post 8246, Vidor, Texas; Angus R.
MacLeod, Post 6782, E. Detroit, Mich.; Andrew J. Martin,
Post 10018, Tacoma, Wash.; Robert D). McCammon, Post
759, Kearney, Neb.; Bernard McClelland, Post 2618, Brook-
haven, Miss.; George E. McCracken, Post 609, Alexandria,
Va.; Jack McMindes, Post 10047, N. Las Vegas, Nev,; E.
Richard Michaud, Post 4740, Windsor, Conn.; Guilliam
Moore, Jr., Post 3686, Jennings, La.; William R. Moran, Post
2240, Chicago, IlL; Melvin Mossman, post 4951, Honolulu,
Hawaii; Raymond C. Mullin, Post 7294, Millersville, Pa.;
Garth Nixon, Post 1317, Shawnee, Okla; Don Peterson,
Post 6874, Lemon Grove, Calif:: John Rubery, Post 4368,
Milford, N.H,; Carroll Smith, Post 3074, Lexington, N.C.; J.
George Staib, Post 7234, Ocean View, Del; Kenneth L.
Stevens, Post 9223, Arlington, Calif;; J.B. Virgil, Post 9659,
Ramstein AFB, West Germany; Domenick A. Volpe, Post
546, Brooklyn, N.Y.; F.E. Warden, Post 8552, Del Rio, Texas;
Olin C. Wright, Post 7331, Richmond Hill, Ga., and Carl J.
Zappa, Post 5286, Farrell, Pa.; NATIONAL YOUTH ACTIVI-
TIES COMMITTEE: Members: Barney M. Aldridge, Post
1432, Salina, Kans.; Kent Anderson, Post 9068, Glenfield,
N.D.; Jack L. Armagost, Post 4836, Schuyler, Neb.; Anthony
P. Barbaro, Post 1670, Laconia, N.H.; Bruno W. Betro, Post
8276, Delmar, Md.; John w. Bohanan, Post 5290, Conyers,
Ga.; Joseph A. Bradley, Post 7447, Rehoboth Beach, Del.;
Russell Brumbaugh, Post 1754, Huntingdon, Pa.; Clarence
L. Brunnet, Post 659, Manitowoc, Wis.; John D. Burns, Post
2097, Hartford, Conn,; Robert T. Dunn, Post 139, Paterson,
N.J; Ed Edmiston, Post 10018, Tacoma, Wash.; Merritt
Edwards, Post 9653, Morrisville, Vt.; John 8. Etsinger, Post
985, Goshen, Ind,; Vernon L. Fleshman, Post 3755, Ogallala,
Neb.; Lowell Gibson, Post 3806, Eupora, Miss.; Edward G.
Glade, Post 501, Denver, Colo.; Douglas S. Hayes, Post 647,

SIZES: 511
WIDTHS: B-EEE

FINE MENS'
SHOES

Looks just like ordinary shoes except hidden
inside is a height increasing innermold. Choose
from a wide selection of Elevators, including dress
shoes, boots and casuals. Satisfaction guaranteed.
Exceg‘tionully comfortable. Call or write today for
your FREE color catalog so you can look 2" taller
in almost no time. TOLL FREE 1-800-343-3810
ELEVATORS® I
RICHLEE SHOE COMPANY, DEPT. VF8D
P.O. Box 3566, Frederick, MD 21701

AUSTRALIAN TEA TREE OIL

THE
: FUNGUS
L FIGHTER

A NEW Antiseptic/Fungicide that kills germs on contact!! Tea
Tree Oil attacks most stubborn fungi and is effective against
athlete’s foot, jungle rot, jock itch, tinea, and nail fungus. Non-
irritating, Tea Tree Oil is also used on cuts, wounds, insect
bites, and minor burns and scalds.

AUSTRALIAN TEA TREE OIL is naturally grown and distilled
from the leaves of a Melaleuca tree. Used by Australians for
years, this 100% pure natural “Tea Tree Oil” now comes in
a 1-ounce bottle for $16.95 (Washington State residents add
7.8% sales tax). KNOCK OUT those annoying skin problems
and SAVE on high medical costs. ORDER NOW by sending
check or money order for $16.95 to:

TEA TREE OIL, INC. FULL
Dept. VF, P.0. Box 18508 MONEY-BACK
Spokane, Washington 99208 GUARANTEE

We’ll help yq v
up and down stairs
for $2 a day, or less™

» Unique human-engineered features never
before available.

« Straight, curved or spiral stairways, decorator
styling.

« Contoured, cushioned seat and backrest.
Large footrest.

e Flip-up dual armrests. Finger-tip operation.

* Over 50 years of leadership in stairway lifts,
vertical and inclined wheelchair lifts
and porch elevators.

FOR FREE BROCHURE, WRITE OR CALL:

1-800-782-1222
IN WI 1-800-5652-7711

The Freedom of Movement®

=+ CHENEY

A Mediquip Healthcare Company

Dept. VE, P.O. Box 188, New Berlin, WI 53151
*Based on typical straight il at mirs. SRP amortized over 60 months.
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Danville, Va.; Howard Hermanson, Post 791
James E. Higgins, Post 7059, Farmville, sugene Hum-
mer, Post 10047, N. Las Vegas, Nev.; W.S, Hymel, Post 3267,
Harahan, La; Adrian Kloet, Post 1865, Kenosha, Wis.
James Kurz, Post 1391, Racine, Wis; Edward Kwik, Post
6902, Highlands, N.J; L. Harold Lind, Post 7481, Hardin,
Montana; Gail S. Lunders, Post 9611, Hebo, Ore.; Mitchell
A. Mabardy, Post 346, Washington, D.C; George W. Marks,
Post 352, Cleveland, Ohio; Arthur Maxwell, Post 941,
Harlan, lowa; Robert .J. Maxwell, Post 5689, Burney, Calif;
Warren H. McCoy, Post 4750, Hermiston, Ore. Dean
Means, Post 1642, Waseca, Minn,; Selah E. Morey, Post
9401, Lake Havasu City, Ariz; Claude M. Morrow, Post
1254, Arkansas City, Kans.; Donald Mrdjenovic, Post 7573,
New Baltimore, Mich,; Wolfgang J. Nauke, Post 1469,
Huntington, N.Y.; Charles S. Pearson, Post 1533, San
Antonio, Texas; Anthony B. Piscopo, Post 529, Somerville,
Mass; Claude Jack Ragan, Post 6367, Winston-Salem, N.C:
John H. Ranson, Post 3186, Southgate, Ky.; Leo R. Reller,
Post 2366, Huntingburg, Ind.; Joseph I. Romano, Post
6422, El Cerrito, Calif; Harold G. Schult, Post 4643,
Satellite Beach, Fla,; Jack Sharp, Post 5606, Kansas City,
Mo.; John Sivo, Post 2396, Cranston, R.L; Irving M. Spencer,
Post 3323, Westland, Mich;; Francis St. John, Post 3944,
Overland, Mo.; Charles Stephens, Post 3128, Ft. Payne, Ala.;
Arthur Taber, Post 1238, Bellevue, Ohio; Robert B. Thomas,
Post 1098, McAlester, Okla.; Roland L. Thomas, Post 1881,
Cheyenne, Wyo.; Christopher Tsilis, Post 2234, Peotone, 111.;
Leonard G. Wiggins, Post 401, Albuquerque, N.M., and F.I.
Williamson, Jr., Post 8760, Beaufort, S.C. NATIONAL
DEPUTY CHIEFS OF STAFF: Harold Earley, Post 3407,
Ensley, Ala; Norman Cooper, Post 1433, Glendale, Ariz;
Jarold Stottlemyre, post 5110, Karlsruhe, West Germany;
Anthony DiSante, Post 10209, Spring Hill, Fla.; Billy Ray
Maddox, Post 471, Miami, Fla; Timothy Gilmore, Post
2146, Idaho Falls, Idaho; James Shelton, Post 941, Harlan,
lowa; Randolph Barron, Post 7054, Georgetown, Ky
James A. Johnson, Post 1736, Alexandria, La; Robert G.
Lebert, Post 1526, Medway, Mass.; Floyd L. Leonard, Post
443, North Attleboro, Mass; Ted Russell, Post 2572,
Vicksburg, Miss; Dan Rumph, Post 1595, Broadus, Mon-
tana; Little Joe Nelson, Post 401, Albuquerque, N.M;
Joseph Gumo, Post 1582, Inwood, N.Y.; Joseph Drgan, Post
3050, Spring Valley, N.Y; Raymond Coxon, Post 6142,
Greenport, N.Y; Emery Lushia, Post 1418, Champlain,
N.Y.;John Decker, Post 1975, Auburn,N.Y.; Joseph Kreuzer,
Post 2940, W. Seneca, N.Y.; Lowell Merritt, Post 9000,
Corfu, N.Y.; Lavern Lippert, Post 947, Clyde, N.Y.; John
Helgeson, Post 7438, Taylor, N.I).; Harold Haltom, Post
8798, Eufaula, Okla,; Marshall Hollingsworth, Post 661,
Salem, Ore., and Robert Boland, Post 9032, Warwick, R.I.
ASSISTANT INSPECTORS GENERAL: Robert A. Bosarge,
post 49, Mobile, Ala; Richard E. Cooksley, Post 836, Bisbee,
Ar Larry D. Bingaman, Post 9781, Worms, Germany;
Howard Giles, Post 10167, Holiday, Fla.; Gray 1. Clawson,
Post 3012, Rexburg, Idaho; Harold Muell, Post 6256,
Logan, lowa; Ken Bailey, Post 6423, Erlanger, Ky.; James E.
Westbrook, Post 3784, Baton Rouge, La.; Robert . Goode,
Post 1526, Medway, Mass.; W. Lee Childress, Post 7324,
Flora, Miss.; Clarence LaBrie, Post 276, Whitefish, Montana;
Lloyd W. Pierce, Post 401, Albuquerque, N.M.; James
Hendren, Post 2031, Statesville, N.C.; Duane Okland, Post
9005, Watford City, N.D;R.F. Sadler, Post 1189, Okmulgee,
Okla.; Clarence Martin, Post 4750, Hermiston, Ore., and
Anthony Pellegrino, Post 8955, Westerly, R.I.

. Annual members are reminded that their membership in

the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States expires
December 31, 1988, unless their 1989 dues are paid and
reported to Department and National Headquarters.
Every effort should be made to renew the membership of
continuous members and also sign up new and reinstated
members prior to January 1, 1989.

. Attention of Post Commanders is directed to the anni-

versary of Pearl Harbor Day on December 7th. Posts
should plan programs of suitable observance in commem-
oration of Pearl Harbor Day. (See VFW Ritual)

. The Annual Washington Conference of Department

Commanders and National Officers will be held in Wash-
ington, D.C, March 3-7, 1989. The Congressional Dinner
will be held on Tuesday evening, March 7, 1989.

. The 90th National Convention, Veterans of Foreign Wars

of the United States, will be held in Las Vegas, Nevada,
August 18-25, 1989,

. Reference is made to paragraph 20, General Orders No. 1,

1988-89 Series, which should have read as follows:

It is held to be objectionable and contrary to accepted
rules of order and proper decorum implicit in the ritual of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States to
permit alcoholic beverages in Post, County Council, District
and Department meeting rooms during official meetings.
Accordingly, the presence, dispensation and/or consump-
tion of alcoholic beverages in the meeting room during
Post, County Council, District and Department meet ingsis
unacceptable and shall be terminated immediately.

. Post Commanders are reminded that entries for Com-

munity Activities Single Outstanding Project recognition
may be submitted at any time during the year. This
Community Activities National Awards Program is a
continuing one, with the panel of judges convening every

10.

two months. Details of the program are set forth in the
Awards brochure in the Community Activities kit which
has been sent to all Post Commanders.

Post Com ders are reminded that J. y 1 isone of
the official days when the Flag of the United States is to be
displayed by all Americans.

Paragraph (d), Section 222 of the National Constitution
and By-Laws provides “each” Post shall register, in advance,
at least one delegate to the National Convention by the
payment of a fee in the amount of six dollars ($6.00). Posts
that did not pay the advance registration fee for the 89th
National Convention held in Chicago, Illinois, are reminded
that they are delinquent and in arrears. Any such delin-
quent Post is directed to pay the late registration fee
which is $8.00 forthwith. Post check should be forwarded
to VFW National Headquarters immediately.

Certificates of charters evidencing consolidation have
been issued to the following Posts: Posts 8180 and 2054
consolidated as Post 8180, Seoul, Korea; Posts 4124 and
9697 consolidated as Post 9697, Davie, Fla.

. Announcement is made of a change of location for the

following Post: Post 85 from Broderick to Sacramento,
Calif.

. Charters for the following Posts have been authorized:

Post 317, Coal Township, Pa.; Post 1035, Munday, Texas;
Post 1183, Longview, Texas; Post 5441, Cambridge, Wis.;
Post 5461, Belleville, Wis,; Post 5576, St. Croix Falls, Wis.;
Post 5728, Frederic, Wis.; Post 6118, Pomeroy, Ohio; Post
6136, Pickerington, Ohio; Post 6170, Perrysburg, Ohio; Post
7351, Port Gibson, Miss,; Post 7425, Cleveland, Miss.; Post
7533, Minden, La; Post 7848, Milton, Vt; Post 7855,
Baltimore, Md.; Post 7930, Raeford, N.C; Post 7962,
Baltimore, Md; Post 7968, Gilbert, Ariz; Post 8029, Carolina
Beach, N.C; Post 8035, Kokoma, Ind;; Post 8250, Warm
Springs, Arkansas; Post 8252, Gloucester, Va,; Post 8630,
Bixby, Okla; Post 8633, Kendall, Fla., and Post 10523,
Canal Winchester, Ohio

By Command of
Larry W. Rivers
Commander-in-Chief

OFFICIAL:
Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr.
Adjutant General

Dee Jay's jumpsuits are hand-)

some(ly tailored garments de-

signed for your leisure comfort.

* Navy, Brown, Camel

© 38-46 Reg. Short sleeves only.

o Machine washable. 100%
Polyester.

« 30 Day Money Back Guarantee.

ONLY $39.95

Add $2.50 for S & H.

Order now. Send check or

money order to:
D.J. Kallail MFG. Dept. V
103 N. Martinson
Wichita, Kansas 67203
(316) 267-6680

)

Caps w/"eggs” - 10.00
w/0 “eggs” - 900
e 7-Noon EST
MPERTIS (404) 563-7646
nundr FAX# (404) 568-7843
D &G, Box 12105, Columbus, GA 31907

Many Pins Available.

CENTURY

MOBILE HOME COMMUNITIES

BEGIN

The Affordable
Award-Winning
Communities

of Florida

YOURS FOR:

« PERMANENT
RETIREMENT
LIVING

+ SECOND HOME
LIVING

« INVESTMENT
HOMES

AT $17,900!

Century Communities offer you a wide range of Fun-in-the-Sun choices in new mobile

home living, including 6 communities with . .

communities with golf course living . . .
swimming pools . .

. Jacuzzi whirlpools . .

. waterfront living and marinas . . . 6
All communities have large clubhouses . . . heated
. plus many other amenities. For service and

financial savings, Century offers its own Mortgage Company, Insurance Company and
Travel Club Agency programs to its home buyers.

Some are double-wide communities
communities with prices from $17,900.

All 14 Communities are
Developed and Operated by

—CENTURY —

Choice locations include Ocala,
Leesburg. Wildwood. Tampa-Plant
City., Winter Haven, Lakeland,
Haines City, Sebring. Eustis, Zeph-
yrhills, Ft. Myers and Pine Island.

with prices from $29,900 and some are single-wide

Learn about the choices along with the advantages avail-
able to you as offered by Florida’s largest provider of new
mobile home communities:

MAIL TO:

CENTURY COMMUNITIES VF 12/88 (813) 647-1581
P.O. Box 5252 « Lakeland, FL 33807

Name

Street Address

City State Zip.
This advertisement is not an offer- b o SRy
ing to New Jersey residents. godithed e ) ASSE
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® FREE CASSETTE OFFER o
“COMMAND PERFORMANCE” RADIO SHOW

\WORLD WAR Il CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 1943
STARRING: BOB HOPE, BING CROSBY, JACK BENNY,
JIMMY DURANTE & MANY MORE STARS OF THE TIME.
SEND $2.00 FOR POSTAGE & FREE CATALOG OF 100°S

OF OTHER SHOWS INCLUDING “AFRF"* SHOWS:
RADIO REPEATS: F WWII A.F.R.
38 MOUNDS BLVD., ST. PAUL, MN 55106
_(715) 984-2477

GENUINE HANDMADE BOOTS
Bootmakers for over 20 years. Top
quality leather-many styles-reasonable

prices. Write For 30-Pg. Catalog, $1.
Awstin-Hall Boot (o.

BOX 12368-X E Paso, Tx., 79912 |

HEARING AIDS

$UPER $AVINGS! Newest, Finest.
All types. Buy DIRECT & save up
to HALF! No salesmen. Sold b
AIR MAIL on HOME TRIAL FRE
j Catalog.  Write: 1iI8] VERS
L .4 : Dept. VF, 9530 Langdon Ave
SAE A Sepulveda, Cal. 91343

"--- i A

LIV

BATTLES, THE UNITS, LAND, S
SATISFACTION GUARANTEEDOR YdU ONEY BACK

$9.95 CK OR MONEY

C E
INCLUDES FIRST CLASS POS AGE)
EL BRADY P.O.BOX26419 HONOLULU, HI 96825

THE KAN
KRUNCHER
LIFETIME GUARANTEE against defects

in workmanship under normal operatmg
conditions. :

ALL
STEEL

Plus $3.00 Shipping & han-
dling. Wisconsin residents
add 5% sales tax. Send Check
or Money Order to:

Master Products Co., Inc.
Kan Division, P.O. 04452
720 W. Mitchell Street
Milwaukee, WI 53204
C.0.D. in Hawaii & Alaska.

U.S. MILITARY CAPS
These are the same baseball caps sold aboard U.S. Navy warships. They
are navy blue with service gold embroidery - not a silkscreen. These caps

are full (not mesh bIII ad]usta!l !!ne size fi and made in USA.
BATTLESHIPS: IOWA NEW JERSEY, MISSOURI WISCONSIN, NEW
YORK TEXAS, ARIZONA, CALIFORNIA, WEST VIRGINIA, WASHINGTON.
AIRCRAFT CARRIERS: MIDWAY, CORAL SEA, FORRESTAL, SARATOGA,
RANGER, INDEPENDENCE, KITTY HAWK, CONSTELLATION, ENTERPRISE,
AMERICA, JOHN F. KENNEDY, NIMITZ, EISENHOWER, VINSON, ROOSEVELT.

RETIRED: This cap is available for U.S. NAVY, U.S. MARINES, U.S. COAST
GUARD, U.S. ARMY and U.S. AIR FORCE (grey thread for U.S. AIR FORCE).

(g
SPECIALTY: NAVY, USMC, USAF, TOP GUN, STARK, VINCENNES.
EMBLEM: This cap is embroidered in silver and gold metallic thread and
available for U.S. NAVY (Officer), U.S. NAVY (C.P.0.), U.S. NAVY (Wings),
U.S. MARINES, U.S. COAST GUARD, U.S. ARMY and U.S. AIR FORCE.

CUSTOM: Any ship not listed above or any military unit is available as a
custom cap. The minimum quantity for a custom cap is two per ship or unit
(both with eggs or both without eggs). Custom caps must be ordered in even
numbers. The top line is twenty spaces maximum and the bottom line is tweive

spaces maximum. EMBLEMS NOT AVAILABLE ON CUSTOM CAPS.

Caps are $12.00 each or $14.00 each with scrambled eggs. Add $2.50 for
shipping. CA residents add 6%. Allow eight weeks for delivery. No CODs.

HAMPTON COMPANY, Dept. L, P.0. Box 3643, Tustin, CA 92681

COUNT & WRAP CHANGE IN SECONDS!

e Vending Machine Operators
e Cash Register Operators

o Waiters & Waitresses
o Store Owners
® Restrats & Bars

[uhubu.o

Go from loose change to wrapped change in a flash! Simple—~

funnel. Read total amount indicated on side. No counting. . .

breakdown. Set of 4 indicates one for each denomination:

Quarters, Dimes, Nickels, Pennies. Ingenious. Made for years

lof rugged use.
No. 4076 — Set of 4 Coin Counters
TWO SETS ONLY $7.40 — THREE SETS $10.50

| 17 JEWEL MOVEMENT

OUR FINEST QUALITY IMPORT

17 JEWEL POCKET WATCH

SHOCK PROTECTED

Only...

> 19%

FINE QUALITY IMPORT

JEWELER'S GOLD-TONE
ENGRAVED CASE

fast— completely goofproof! Just pouryour loose change into}a

no guessing. It's foolproof and there are no moving parts to

aag‘;l RAILMASTER DELUXE has a precision 17-JEWEL

EMENT had assembled by old world watchmakers
It ticks away the ds with h old-fa
accuracy. SHOCKPROTECTED. As rugfed as it is good
looking, The heirloom c‘uahty case is finished in gleam-
ing gold-tone. A deeply engraved backplate features
powerful locomotive in beautiful 3-dimensional de-
tall Easy to read at a glance! Big, bold numbers
with two color markings for the seconds, Large sweep
second hand. Heavy winding stem with a swivel for
our watch chain. It's the timepiece with a tradition!

98 [No. 5145—Matchin,

An exceptionally fine gift . . , a real thrill to own!

No, 5579—17-Jewel Railroad Pocket Watch........ A
Gold-Tone Watch Chain ........$

No. 5146—Deluxe Double Link Watch Chain 1 Bl

No. 5135—Genuine Leather Watch Belt Holde

Al items sent under no risk— 30 day home trial. Return for full refund (less postage & handling) up to 30 days from receipt. To order
enclose full payment, including$2.25 postage & handling. N.Y. resident must include local sales tax. Allow 3-6 weeks delivery. Send

order to:

FOSTER- TRENT, INC.,2345 BOSTON POSTRD., DEPT.567-NA LARCHMONT, N.Y.10538

I GEN. GRAY

continued from page 21

Georgi Arbatov, said his country is
going to create the perception that it
is no longer a threat to the U.S.

“Already people are believing that
way,” he said. “Americans are normal-
ly optimistic and are willing to see the
bright side, but the Joint Chiefs of
Staff and the commandant of the
Marine Corps are not.”

He cautioned against repeating the
mistakes of the 1970s of allowing a
“drastic decline in readiness” to set in
after the period of the 1980s in which
all the Armed Forces made substan-
tial gains in the quality of their people
and equipment.

“We are in good shape and above
allin the young Marines, who have an
unprecedented potential for great-
ness,” he said.

“We are now having infantry train-
ing for all Marines,” he continued.
“This is being institutionalized, and it
is not going to change. It is most
important to assure that the Corps of
Marines remains the elite organiza-
tion you want.” |

I RANGERS
continued from page 27

more people we got hurt, the tighter
we got.”

But more than friendship went
into making the Rangers of Company
D so successful. Their pride and deter-
mination were evident even before the

2 Indian Heads
2 Buffalo Nickels

2 Liberty Nickels
All 6 Coins

6 Old Coins never to be made again
and seldom seen.

FREE price lists and some coins to examine for
purchase. No obligation to buy.

Add $1.00 postage. Satisfaction guaranteed.

VILLAGE COIN SHOP DEPT. V
P.0. BOX 207 PLAISTOW, NH 03865



unit was called up. “We trained be-
cause we thought we would be called,”
Butler explains. And that same pride
and determination carried over into
the jungles of Vietnam. “We knew
what we were doing. We were good at
it. We knew that we were going to get
hurt. But most of us felt that, if we
were good at it, we weren't going to
get killed. We let the Viet Cong know
that the woods didn’t belong to them
— or that the night didn’t belong to
them either.”

In November, 1969, Company D
came home to Indiana and a hero’s
welcome, one of the few units that
served in Vietnam to be so honored.
Indiana Gov. Edgar D. Whitcomb
declared Nov. 27 “Unity Day” and
then Mayor Richard Lugar, of Indian-
apolis, presented the unit the Key to
the City.

After fewer than 11 months’service
in Vietnam, the Rangers had earned
19 Silver Stars, 175 Bronze Stars, 86
Army Commendation Medals, 120
Air Medals and 110 Purple Hearts,
making the unit one of the most
highly decorated single companies of
the entire war.

In addition, with 98% of the Rangers
having received Combat Infantryman
Badges, the unit also held the distinc-
tion of being the first Army National
Guard company since Korea to be
awarded a Combat Infantry Company
streamer.

On Nov. 27,1969, the 151st Infantry,
Company D (Ranger) reverted to
state control. The men of Company D
returned to their homes and families,
having answered their country’s call,
having served with honor and distinc-
tion in the finest tradition of Amer-
ica’s citizen-soldiers. i

NN FROM THE HILL
continued from page 5

fully inadequate to the task of caring
for this nation’s veterans.

For example, the VA Department
of Medicine and Surgery alone is
facing a budget shortfall of almost
$700 million in fiscal year 1989 below
what is needed to provide even a
current services level of care to its
veteran patients. Further, system-
wide shortages in nurses and other
essential health-care professionals
are due to budget constraints and
other economic factors.

Health-care funding is slated now
to increase only by less than 2% over
the 1988 level, and funding for dis-
cretionary items in the VA budget is
raised by only 1.8%, though inflation
is expected to increase by twice that
amount.

The VFW intends to press for
legislation that will give veterans
suffering from Agent Orange-related
disabilities the compassionate care
and assistance that is their due.
Another VFW goal is an open na-
tional cemetery in every state. ]

PN VITAL SIGNS
continued from page 31

People tend to become so identified
with their jobs that after retirement
the retiree can only stand there and,
with a sinking feeling, mumble that
heorsheisretired whenever someone
asks what he or she does.

It is possible and it can be com-
pletely gratifying to establish a fresh
identity, reassured Doris Reardon,
director of the CBS Pre-Retirement
Education Program. “Become inter-
ested in and identified with other
groups by way of a pastime or service
to the community,” she said. “Choose
something that has special meaning
for you. Start to do this as early as
possible; even before retirement be-
comes a remote idea,” she suggested.

Finally, it is important to remember
that when the non-work part of life is
neglected, we may never learn to play
in retirement. Throughout our lives,
we should try to maintain a balance
between work and play. The transi-
tion from full workdays to full retire-
ment days will be that much eas-
ier. ®

commercialor i

® Supplies

e Cell Cleaner

® Parts for
many brands

CLEAN AIR FOR YOUR POST OR WORKPLACE

Clear smoke from the air with a Smokemaster
dustrial aircleaner.

Air Quality Engineering, Inc.
3340 Winpark Drive. Minneapolis. MN 55427

Call 1-800-328-0787

for FREE brochure or

i ordering information.
. MN residents call:

~ (612) 544-4426

S
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Catalog
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¢ Uniforms
e Patches
* Ribbons
* Badges
* Insignia i
* Display Boxes e Jackets
Send $3.00 For Full Color Catalog To:

THE QUARTERMASTER
Dept. VF, 750 Long Beach Blvd.
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OONT
SAY IT...
DONT EVEN
THINK | T/

It is a law of nature that children
lose all desire to play in water when
they are old enough to wash dishes.

Man blames fate for other accidents,
but feels personally responsible
when he makes a hole-in-one.

Another worry parents have besides
junior outgrowing his clothes is
junior growing into the messages on
his T-shirts.

My husbhand wants to go camping so
he can hear the call of the wild. I told
him he could hear it for free if he'd
just stay home sometime with the
kids.

“This dress makes me look so fat.”

When we put our best foot forward,
the other one had better be good
enough to stand on.

| was listening to a boring talk by a
podiatrist and my foot fell asleep.

The paratrooper was almost out of
the plane on his first jump when he
lost his nerve. The jump master
tried everything to get him out of the
plane, and finally began calling the
young man every name in the book.

“Hey,” the trooper said, “You can’t
talk to me that way!”

“Oh yeah?” said the grizzled ser-
geant. “You wanna step outside and
discuss it?”

Competition

A man finally bought a parrot at
an auction after some very spirited
bidding.

“I suppose the bird talks,” he said
to the auctioneer.

“Talks?” was the reply. “He’s been
bidding against you for the past half
hour.”

Tolerance is based on courtesy, re-
spect, and the suspicion that the
other fellow may be right.

In today’s economy, the man with
liquid assets is usually the local
bartender.

My mother had a large family for
religious reasons. The more kids in
our family, the better our chances of
winning at bingo.

Just complaining

A lady in the waiting room was
complaining bitterly about having
to wait so long for the doctor. Seems
he took so much time with some
patients that he was always behind
schedule.

“Why don’t you change doctors?”
another patient asked.

“Because,” the complainer admit-
ted. “I'm one of the patients he takes
so much time with.”

“I still say you're
spoiling that dog!”
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No event in American history so reflects our
national legacy as the raising of the flag on the
island of Iwo Jima during World War II. The
powerful image by Associated Press photog-
rapher Joe Rosenthal has become the most
famous battle scene in all history. Now this
proud moment in American history has been

captured for the first time in stained glass.

The Invasion of Iwo Island
During the last savage days of the Second
World War, what our gallant troops and our
anxious nation needed was a symbol, a rally-
ing-point. With one dramatic moment, it
appeared . . . in an unlikely place, a tiny eight
square mile island in the Pacific.

For the attacking American troops of the
Fifth Marine Division, every yard gained
could mean four lives lost. Still they moved
ahead, doggedly fighting for each yard of
ground until they reached the pinnacle of
Mount Suribachi. There, five Marines and a
Navy medical corpsman raised the Stars and
Stripes. Through a miracle of fate, the photog-
rapher froze this incredible moment . . . and
immortalized it.

Response to the publication of this photo-
graph was immediate and sustained. As a
morale-booster to war-weary American fight-
in% men, it was beyond comparison. It sym-
bolized the determination of our troops to
achieve victory over all odds. It was one of

MA

America’s proudest moments, the symbol of
our true national spirit.

The Timeless Medium of Stained Glass

The Iwo Jima Stained Glass Plate is faithful to
the original scene. The battle-weary warriors
reach to their limits to make Old Glory stand
hl%h. The scarred summit of Mount Suribachi
is littered with debris and broken branches.
The artists’ consummate mastery gives us a
memorable orange-red sky. As light pours
through the stained glass, the dimension and
realism are uncannily real.

Bordering the plate are the timeless words
of Admiral Chester Nimitz, commander of the
United States Pacific Fleet during World War
11, expressing his feelings about the men who
fought at Iwo Jima: "Uncommon valor was a
common virtue.”

Artisans of The Stained Glass Guild apply
15 separate colors to variegated cathed;;al

ass to create each scene. The colors then are

red, becoming fused forever with the glass.
Just as the classic stained glass windows
created hundreds of years ago have endured
for centuries, so will this image of Iwo Jima.

Only the stained glass that survives multi-
ple inspections is approved and fitted into the
polished pewter rim. Each plate is inscribed
with its individual number. The identical
number appears on the Certificate of Authen-

ctual size: 10” diameter

ticity accompanying the plate. Also included
are an elegant gold-embossed cushioned
presentation box and a translucent display
easel.

it v g |

lease enter my reservation for ___ Iwo Jima

Stained Glass Plate(s), officially authorized by

] the United States Historical Society. I will

receive a numbered Certificate of Authenticity,

a gold-embossed presentation box and a dis-

| play stand for each plate. Thirty-day return
privilege.

The price is $125 (including shipping),
payable in five equal installments of $25 each.
The first payment of $25 per plate is due with

| this reservation.

1 o My check is enclosed for $

| O Charge payment of $ to:
____VISA ___ MasterCard ___ Am. Express

No. z Exp.
Please note: You may pay in full at this time.
Virginia residents please add 4.5% sales tax

Name
Address

|
|
|
|
|
| city/state/zip
|
|
|
|
|
1

United States Historical Society
First and Main Streets Dept. VF
Richmond, VA 23219

Call 24 hours, toll-free: 1-800-446-7968



ARCTIC PARKA

Btorm colfer With _—I Wear tested and PROVE

Detachable p s ) R soft knit inner collar ’
g% EXTRA WARN

snorkel hood
Durable, thicket-proof long-wearin
polyester/cotton poplin shell, backed wit
waterproof thermal shield. Locks in body he
Hindsomd ! Warm plaid locks out dampness. Inside, it’s loaded wit
drop shoulder - Y\ \ flannel lining whopping 8 oz. of polyester fiberfill and lir
design ‘ : with rugged plaid acrylic flannel. Nice fu
o . mature man’s cut with plenty of freedom
polyester action & handsome new drop shoulder desi

fiberfill
100% NO IRON Hol
2 way : S @ Machine Wash & [
nylon SN Easy Care!
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imported speciall
for Haband.

" Send today

Snap storm flap

Magic Cling

adjustable

closure

on cuffs / ‘ Good

long
: ‘ seat-warming
Top and e length

side entry
Two-way INSIDE
pockets Security Pocket

DON'T PAY the 571507

Somehow, someplace, American consumers have come to believe that
a good warm Winter Coat has to cost you $150! Maybe it’s because the
first really practical modern coats have come from high priced Hunting
and Camping Outfitters who cater to the ‘‘price-is-no-object’’ affluent.

But now relax! Haband, the mail order people from Paterson, N.J. have
duplicated these wonderful coats stitch for stitch and feature by feature
and yet have incorporated as well the very real economies of popular
nationwide distribution and mass production. We have over 50,000 coats
on hand in stock for immediate shipment direct to your door to see and
try on and examine in detail. Check the fit. Compare the details. Feel

"__'-___-_""""-__ 4 95 #*™="=1the enveloping

|ARCT C PARKA 2 for | warmth! $150?

—________ﬂ JNO WAY ! Just
HABAND 53436 Mi3840) Li4244) XLid648) |$44 .95 — and

265 N. Sth St. [ #g|G MEN'S: ADD $6 PER PARKA FOR —-- you’ll love it!
Paterson, NJ | 2x|(50-52) 3XL(54-56) 4XL(56-60) I
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] ¢

= YES! send me Arctic Parkal(s). '

[JCheck enclosed or Charge: t;&":&"ﬁs m
' [OVisa [IMasterCard exe.oate: 2”“ $6 PER PARKA -
LR e GROUP

ORDERS
s e e ! WELCOME!
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choose to wear the Parka(s), .
Apt.#___ | may return them within 30 l
days for a FULL REFUND of C)
N

7J7-33L  every penny | paid you. 265 N. 9t
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THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF

January 23, 1989

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

As National Commander-in-Chief of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States,
I am highly honored to request your participation in the 1989 VFW Annual Washington
Conference to be held in our nation's capital in early March.

National and state officials of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States will
convene at the Sheraton Washington Hotel on Monday, March 6, 1989, for the Opening
Session of our Conference. We cordially invite you, Mr. President, to keynote this
session at 11 AM. ) o

Our Conference attracts approximately two thousand individuals from throughout our
great nation with those in attendance comprising the top leadership from each of the
individual states. We feel this would be an excellent opportunity for our leadership to
receive an appropriate message from you relative to the subject of your choosing.

I would be most grateful for your favorable consideration of this invitation as your
presence would add much to this important occasion. I can assure you, Mr. President,
that our entire membership would benefit from your attendance and what I am sure
would be an inspiring message.

We are looking forward to receiving an early affirmative reply. If you or your staff
should have any questions relative to this invitation, please feel free to contact
Cooper T. Holt, Executive Director of our VFW Washington Office, at 543-2239.

Respectfully yours, -

W (it ee

LARRY W. RIVERS
National Commander-in-Chief

* WASHINGTON OFFICE *
VFW MEMORIAL BUILDING e 200 MARYLAND AVENUE, N.E. @ WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002-5799 e AREA CODE 202-543-2239
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“a national disgrace
... and a grave embarrassment”

VFW Resolution 618
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So deep-rooted is Amazoy...
it grows into practically
indestructible turf;
withstands active kids
and cookouts.

GRASS SEED WILL NEVER GROW A LAWN LIKE THIS — DROUGHT AND WEAR
RESISTANT! Amazoy lawns stay green right thru scorching heat and drought!

Gives you time to relax, sinc
water and cuts mowing two-t!

Two Grown Men Can't Pull It Allal‘l'

Zoysia Saves Time, Work & Money

Amazoy is the Trade Mark Registered U.S.
Patent Office for our Meyer Z-52 Zoysia Grass

By John T. Jackson

Every year I see people
pour more and more mon-
i ey into their lawns. They
dig, fertilize and lime.
They rake it all in. They
scatter their seed and roll
and water it.

Birds love it! Seeds
which aren’t washed
away by rain give them a
feast. But some seed grows, and soon it’s time
to weed, water and mow, mow...until summer
comes to burn the lawn into hay, or crabgrass
and diseases infest it.

That’s what happens to ordinary grass, but
not to Amazoy Zoysia Grass.

“MOWED IT 2 TIMES,” WRITES WOMAN

For example, Mrs. M. R. Mitter writes me
how her lawn “...is the envy of all who see it.
When everybody’s lawns around here are
brown from drought ours just stays as green as
ever. I've never watered it, only when I put the
plugs in...Last summer we had it mowed (2)
times. Another thing, we never have to pull any
weeds — it’s just wonderful!”

And from lowa came word that the state’s
largest Men’s Garden Club picked a Zoysia
lawn as the “top lawn — nearly perfect” in its
area. Yet this lawn had been watered only once
all summer up to August!

CHOKES OUT CRABGRASS

Thick, rich, luxurious, established Amazoy
grows into a carpet of grass that chokes out
crabgrass and weeds all summer long. It will
NOT winter kill. Goes off its green color after
killing frosts. Begins regaining its green color
at the time when the temperature in the spring
is consistently warm. This, of course, varies
with climate.

FOR SLOPES PLAY AREAS,
BARE SPOTS
If slopes are a problem, plug in Amazoy to
establish grass that ends erosion. Plug it into
hard-to-cover spots, play-worn areas, etc.

2/3 LESS MOWING! 2/3 LESS CARE!

NO NEED TO RIP OUT PRESENT GRASS
PLUG AMAZOY INTO OLD LAWN,
NEW GROUND OR NURSERY AREA

Just set Amazoy plugs into holes in ground
like a cork in a bottle. Plant 1 foot apart,
checkerboard style.

When planted in existing lawn areas plugs
will spread to drive out old, unwanted growth,
including weeds. Easy planting instructions
with order.

YOUR OWN SUPPLY OF
PLUG TRANSPLANTS
Established Amazoy gives you Zoysia plugs

EVERY PLUG

GUARANTEED TO GROW
IN YOUR AREA ¢ IN YOUR SOIL

® WON'T WINTER KILL — has survived
temperatures 30° below zero!

© WON'T HEAT KILL — When other grasses
burn out, Amazoy remains green & lovely!
Your plugs are shipped to you not cut all
the way through, so as to insure maxi-
mum freshness and viability. To plant,
separate all plugs completely with grass
shears or a knife. Any plug failing to

to plam in other areas as desired!

grow in 45 days replaced FREE.

FREE patentep step-
ON PLUGGER WITH ORDERS
OF 600 PLUGS OR MORE.
Amazoy exclusive! No one else
can offer you this patented 2-way
plugger. Saves bending, time,
work. Light, rugged, invaluable
for transplanting. Cuts away com-
peting growth as it digs plug holes.

CUTS YOUR WORK,
SAVES MONEY

Your deep-rooted, establish-
ed Amazoy lawn saves time
and money in many ways. It
never needs replacement...ends re-seeding for-
ever. Fertilizing and watering (water costs
money, too) are rarely if ever needed. It ends
the need for crabgrass killers permanently. It cuts
pushing a noisy mower in blistering sun by 2/ 3.

NO SEED, NO SOD!

There’s no seed that produces winter-hardy
Meyer Zoysia. Sod of ordinary grass brings
with it the problems of seed, like weeds, dis-
eases, burning out, other ills.

Meyer Z-52 Zoysia Grass Was Perfected by U.S.
Gov't.: Released In Cooperation With U.S. Golf
Assoc. as a superior grass

Order guaranteed Ama-
z0y now, get your bonus

We ship an orders the sa
day plugs are packed, ahlp-

plugs FRER. Your orde 5;: gn/n';:lngggngomical nc):,ans
will be d.elivefred :: el'rlleisl: (For credit card orders sh
correct time for planting ping costs will be charged to
your area. your account).

©1989, Zoysia Farms, 3617 Old Taneytown Rd., Taneytown, MD 21787 @ More than 3 decades of experience.

Order now for your FF FR_EE Bonus Plugs.

[ZGVSIA FARM NURSERIES, Dept. 601 |
I General Offices & Store '

3617 OLD TANEYTOWN RD./TANEYTOWN, MD 21787
I Please send me guaranteed Amazoy as checked below:

| copLues [ o wopues [ 30 pLucs [ o 30 pLucs

Plus 20 FREE| Plus 30 FREE | Plus 60 FREE | Plus 90 FREE
with Plugger with Plugger I
$595 3995 $1295 695 I

Total Total 130 Plugs Total Total 390 Plugs

120 Hugs Plus Plugger 360 Plugs Plus Plugger I

0 1500 PLUGS SPECIAL OFFER!

Plus 180 FREE Plus 450 FREE 0 3000 PLUGS
with FREE Plugger with FREE Plugger Plus 900 FREE

I
| &
1 32
Total 780 Plugs
|
|
f

595 $ 4995 with FREE Plugger
Total 1950 Plugs $69% |
Plus Plugger Plus Plugger Total 3900 Plugs
Plus Plugger
Md. residents add
O Additional Plugger 3695 | 5% sales tax.

{ | Enclose $ O check [ m.0.
Charge credit card [] viSA [ MasterCard

Acct. #

Expiration Date
Signature

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY

STATE ZIP

—---——------J
Not available in WA and OR
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20-Piece Chef’s Collection™ Cutlery Set

CARVE...SLICE...BONE...and CHOP
FOR 30 DAYS FREE . LRt
SEND NO MONEY OFFER! 20 pieces for
just $2000

® Chef’s Collection

name proudly 5 o i
etched on That’s ]ust

each blade e $1.00 a piece
(when you buy the
whole set)

® Traditional chef’s
use for each piece
stamped on
the handle

® YOU CAN Carve a turkey ® YOU CAN Slice roasts or © YOU CAN l":‘l‘;';f l‘::g ;rim ® YOU CAN Chop and mince ® YOU CAN :z;l :(?&It?es'
! X ! ! !
like an expert! hams paper-thin! iaster bbcho vegetables AND MORE!

YES! YOU CAN DO IT ALL! AND THEN — AFTER YOUR 30-DAY TRIAL — YOU CAN
KEEP THE ENTIRE 20-PC. SET FOR JUST $20*! THAT’S JUST $1.00 A PIECE!

There’s a knife that’s right for every SEND NO MONEY NOW! USE THE ENTIRE 20 PIECE CHEF’'S COLLECTION

cutting job! CUTLERY SET AS YOUR OWN FOR 30 DAYS...FREE!

:S‘:‘;‘:yﬂ:::;‘e" :'C*:r’v“i:;"::m Why is Fingerhut making this Own this beautifully designed set

® 6’ Cooking Knife o Serving Fork incredible 30-day FREE offer? at an amazingly low direct-by-

* Fillet Knife o Butcher Knife (with credit approval) mail price!

® 8" Cooking Knife o Bread Knife We want you as a customer! And Not $50...not even $25...but just $20*

® Boning Knife ® Cleaver we're doing everything we can to win for the ENTIRE 20-piece set with real

© 8 Steak Knives you over! So go ahead...trim, slice beechwood handles and stainless steel
® vasesomecT o vourmon and chop like a gourmet for the next blades that resist rust and tarnish!

ﬁngerhm ©Fingerhut 5-030213-000 30 days. After all, it's FREE! (That’s only $1.00 a piece!) Just try to
80X 2500 WV ST, CLOUD, MN 56395 Made in Japan or Taiwan. find a deal like THAT anywhere else!

NO-RISK 30-DAY FREE TRIAL COUPON {
1

(with credit approval)

BUT THAT’S NOT ALL! You get
these 2 FREE Gifts simply for

A Fingerhut Corporation, Box 2500, St. Cloud, MN 56395-2500 1§
trying the Cutlery Set. 2336139 Offer Valid in Continental USA Only .
1
YES Please send me the 20-Pc. Chef’s Collection Cutlery Set for :
: my 30-Day Free Trial. Send me my 2 FREE GIFTS, too. H
: Print Name E
: Addi Apt. '
- State Zip :
3 ! 2 3 : Area Home
7-Piece Kitchen A Surprise Gift g Code - — Phone - Date
Utensil Set We can't tell you what it g Iflam delighted with my Chef’s Collection Cutlery™ Set at the end of my
This walnut-finish hardwood hanging B2 At o 1 30-Day Free Trial, | agree to pay the cash price of $20.00 plus shipping and
RN Saches N youd ulensily and | yot! itk something for you § handling (total cash price of $25.98) in 3 monthly installments of $8.66
(Utensils made if, Taiwan. Philippines orOF your home! 1 each. Sales or use tax will be added where applicable. | understand that |
the People’s Republic of China.) : m‘e; retuan tpe Cgt(l)elrjy SeFt atm eixp%ﬁnsg, if Ca-)Tt not completelg satlsif_lr?d
: e . . at the end of my 30-Day Free Trial. The Free Gifts are mine to keep. This
Serving ",""'9"3_ ofAmer lcan_s since 1948. : order is subject to approval of my credit by Fingerhut.
We Ir_iese”rve Lhe‘_tngt;:é to sut;‘sm:te similar merchandise of equal or better 1
quality. If substi mer ise i t table, i
Doslp;id during L;Our freeeclrizal\?plesst;g cv%hgz??l?nahef oﬁ?il;:t?gnretum . : Please Slgn Your Name ; f
*plus shipping and handling b e Order TODAYL S [ RS
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Is Greece Supporting Terrorists?

| BN
By Larry W. Rivers
VFW Commander-in-Chief

0 ne of the most dreadful crimes of
this modern era is terrorism,
and the Veterans of Foreign Wars of
the United States again went square-
ly on record at the 89th National
Convention denouncing it.

“Decisive Action Needed to Prevent
Terrorism” is the title of Resolution
415 that concludes: “Openly remind-
ing those countries who have been
unwilling to assist our counterter-
rorist efforts that ‘there are no neu-
trals in the war against terrorists.’”

The horror of Dec. 21, when 259
passengers on Pan Am Flight 103
and at least 11 persons on the
ground were killed when the jet
exploded over Lockerbie, Scotland,
on its way to the United States,
clearly highlights the position on
terrorism this organization firmly
believes the President of the United
States should take.

All the evidence points to this
tragedy as being the work of terror-
ists. It is not known which faction of
Middle Eastern terrorists is respons-
ible. Some contend Iranian or Libyan;
others point to Syrian or Palestine
Liberation Organization splinter
groups.

As disgusting as the crime commit-
ted on Dec. 21 is, just as gross is the
attitude of Greece, a North Atlantic
Treaty Organization ally of the Uni-
ted States.

Two recent events in Greece may
have a direct bearing on the destruc-
tion of the plane and the murder of

P O ST

the 270 persons, observers believe.

In early December, the Greek gov-
ernment released a suspected terror-
ist, Abdel Osama al-Zumar, thought
to be a member of the lethal Abu
Nidal gang, and flew him to Libya.

Al-Zumar was wanted by the gov-
ernment of [taly, another NATO ally,
for the 1982 bombing of a Rome
synagogue that killed a boy, 2, and
injured 37 persons. Italy had asked
for al-Zumar'’s extradition before his
release from a Greek prison for gun-
smuggling. The Greek Supreme Court
had approved Italy’s request, but
Justice Minister Vassilis Rotis over-
turned the court’s decision. He said
al-Zumar was fighting for the free-
dom of his homeland.

Then there is the case of Moham-
med Rashid, held by Greece and
wanted by the U.S. for questioning in
the Flight 103 outrage and in connec-
tion with the 1982 bombing of a Pan
Am jetliner as it flew from Tokyo to
Hawaii.

The Greek Supreme Court indefi-
nitely postponed its decision extra-
diting Rashid on Nov. 15. Explana-
tion was that “key documents” had
not been supplied. The U.S. embassy,
however, said they have been. U.S.
Atty. Gen. Richard Thornburgh went
to Greece to protest al-Zumar'’s re-
lease and to present the evidence
against Rashid.

continued on page 6

WASHINGTON, JAN. 5 — Commander-in-Chief Larry Rivers met with then-President-elect
George Bush and Secretary of Veterans Affairs-designate Edwin Derwinski and others to
discuss veterans’ issues in the Old Executive Office Building. Washington Office Executive

Director Cooper T. Holt was also on hand.

Wide World Photo
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Our sons...our brothers...our friends.

Their lives touched us all.
Because, above all else, they
were Americans. And now,
in honor of their spirit and
their sacrifice, the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Fund
presents the official
reproduction of our nation’s
most visited monumental
sculpture. Created in the
proud tradition of monu-
mental bronzes under the
supervision of Frederick

E. Hart, the artist who
sculpted the original.

The Official Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Bronze.
Individually hand-cast in
cold-cast bronze, a special
sculptor’s blend of
powdered bronze and resins
to capture every dramatic
detail. Hand-finished to a
rich patina to emphasize
the character of the
sculpture. Priced at $295.

Shown smaller than actual
size of 92" in height.
Hardwood base included.

Sculpture © F. E. Hart
and V.V.M.F. 1984.

RDE
The Franklin Mint
Franklin Center, Pennsylvania 19091
Please enter my order for The Official Vietnam Veterans Memorial
Bronze. Bill me for a deposit of $59.* when my sculpture is ready
to be sent and for four monthly installments of $59.* each after
shipment. The handsome hardwood base is included at no addi-

tional charge. *Plus my state sales tax and
: a total of $3. for shipping and handling.

SR
=

—

'

Please mail by February 28
Signature
ALL ORDERS ARE SUBJEC
Name
Address

City, State, Zip 3
11124-38

THE OFFICIAL VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL BRONZE




— COMMAND POST

Last May 29, Rashid was arrested
at Athens Airport on a tip from U.S.
officials and sentenced to seven
months in jail for entering Greece
with a false passport. The U.S. says
Rashid and his May 15 organization
(named for the date in 1948 when
the Israeli War of Independence
began) also were involved in a 1986
bombing of a TWA jetliner over south-
ern Greece that killed four Ameri-
cans.

Expressing the VFW’s indignation
over this action by the Greek gov-
ernment of Andreas Papandreou, I
sent the following letter to George D.
Papoulias, Greek ambassador to the
United States:

“The recent action of the Greek
Government to release a suspected
member of the Abu Nidal terrorist
gang and to fly him to Libya is
outrageous. Your government has
released a terrorist to killand maim
the innocent and to tear at the very
fabric of democratic societies.

At our National Convention
in Chicago this past
August, the delegates
passed a strong resolution
against terrorism. It calls
for us to remind countries
who are unwilling to assist
our counterterrorist
efforts that there are no
neutrals in the war against
terrorists.

“I hope this action is not a prece-
dent for the release of another sus-
pected terrorist wanted by the Uni-
ted States government. Mohammed
Rashid, a convicted terrorist, is
wanted for the mid-air bombing ofa
Pan Am aircraft in 1982. Our govern-
ment has requested his extradition
to stand trial for that terrorist act
and we expect the Greek government

continued from page 4

to honor the request.

“At our National Convention in
Chicago this past August, the dele-
gates passed a strong resolution
against terrorism. It calls for us to
remind countries who are unwilling
to assist our counterterrorist efforts
that there are no neutrals in the war
against terrorists. It also urges the
President to quarantine outlaw coun-
tries who harbor or aid terrorists.

“If the Greek government should
go beyond the moral outrage already
committed and release the suspect
Mohammed Rashid, I am certain the
over 2 million members of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars will demand
the President take decisive action to
hold the Greek government account-
able.”

No Health-Care Fees
For Military Retirees

But there was good news at the
end of the year. Your Commander-
in-Chief protested a plan by the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) to charge military depend-
ents and retirees fees for health care
at military facilities.

No sooner had the objection been
made public than the Defense De-
partment announced that such a
proposal would not go into effect.

Under this OMB plan, a military
hospital visit would cost $50 and
prescription $3, among other costs
that were proposed for the 1990
budget.

This plan would break faith with
our service people and would only
undermine efforts to retain quality
personnel. Under the present ar-
rangement, military dependents and
retirees are allowed to use military
hospitals on a space available basis.
They pay only a nominal fee for food
while hospitalized. Active duty per-
sonnel have priority.

In 1987, OMB tried a similar ploy,
but opposition was so intense from
the VFW and so vigorous that Con-
gress passed a two-year prohibition
on medical-service fees of any kind.
You may be sure we will continue to
watch this situation closely. |
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7 DAY FREE TRIAL

SILVER

FROSTMASTER"
Men'’s JACKET
with Polarfleece” lining

Only $3 985

You'll have a terrific defense against the elements in
this sharp-looking Jacket, from BLAIR.

It's lightweight, yet incredibly warm. The tightly woven
nylon shell shuts wind out — and the Polarfleece® lining
locks body heat in. Full-zip front, quilt-lined sleeves
and rib cuffs add even more comfort, more protection.
Plus, its Blairguard® finish repels rain and stains. Easy
machine wash ‘n’ dry care.

Choose from four rich colors and order yours today
for a week's FREE TRIAL.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. ABSOLUTELY! If your
Jacket ever fails to perform to your satisfaction, return
it for a full refund or replacement.

R et e S el s el bl ol cos e

YES' Please rush my Frostmaster Jacket
« from BLAIR for a week's FREE TRIAL.
Then I'll send just $39.85 plus handling and

shipping — or return the Jacket at my expense and
owe nothing.

TO SAVE EVEN MORE, I've enclosed my payment
now so BLAIR pays ALL handling and shipping costs.
All my money will be instantly refunded if I'm not
pleased.

TO ORDER: Circle your size and check ( v ) color
wanted in the box below.

SMALL MEDIUM LARGE X LARGE XX LARGE
(34-37) (38-41) (42-44) (46-48) (50-52)

TAN RED SILVER BLUE

ONE JACKET TOTAL $39.85 |-

OMr. ZD6-M
O Mrs.
O Miss
(Please print clearly)
Address Apt. #
City State Zip

Home Phone No. ( ) -
Credit orders subject to approval JACS-F8

Mail today to: BLAIR®, WARREN, PA 16366

BLAIR

FINE MENSWEAR SINCE 1910

Made in USA Offer Good Only in Continental USA

e e e e e e e )



RURDENERISSS SR v A | L

No Korean Combat Pay

Although the Combat Duty Act of
1952 authorized payment of combat
pay, the Barring Act, 31 United States
Code, Section 71, states that unless
claims are received within six years
from the date the claim first accrued,
they are barred from consideration.
Therefore, payment of any claim for
combat pay accrued during the Kor-
ean conflict would be disallowed be-
cause of the Barring Act. — Mary L.
Harden, Public Affairs Officer, U.S.
Army Finance and Accounting Cen-
ter, Indianapolis, Ind. 46249-0001.

‘War and Remembrance’

Every veteran should boycott the re-
maining 12 hours of the ABC television
network’s “War and Remembrance”
when shown in the spring. The $110
million mini-series reminds everyone
of the horrible Holocaust while por-
traying the U.S. Navy as criminals in
the Pacific who gun down Japs swim-
ming in the water. A more accurate
story could have shown the death
marches on Bataan and Corregidor.
— Gene Cordes, 1213 Las Brisas Dr.,
Daytona Beach, Fla. 32019.

Post Named for 66th Victim

Regarding “When Disaster Struck”
(Dec.): My Post 5896 in Farmington,
Mo.,is named after Norman L. Rigdon,
aman killed on the troopship Leopold-
ville and a member of the 66th Infan-
try Division. — Rusty Carmichael,
Double Star Ranch, RR 3, P.O. Box
3743, Farmington, Mo. 63640.

Polish Mission Recalled

CALL

briefing room, Marcus Shook and
James Christy and his crew were
being briefed on that mission to
Poland to drop much needed supplies
to help fight off the German forces
that were plaguing the anti-Commu-
nist and anti-Nazi Polish Home Army
Forces in their struggle to hold their
ground during that critical time on
Sept. 18, 1944. This mission was, ac-
cording to the Polish Home Army
Forces, a success. For the efforts of
these brave flying crews, the Polish
Home Army Cross was awarded to
the fliers of that mission. I feel proud
to have been a part of that effort.
Your article was good writing. My
congratulations to Marcus Shook on
the VEW’s Certificate of Appreciation.
— Wm. B. (Btll) Foraker, 3834 Drexel
Dr., Toledo, Ohio 43612.

lilegal Aliens

I'm disappointed that the VFW 1988-
1989 priority and security goals, as
shown in December magazine, did
not include the adopted resolution on
“Illegal aliens continue to enter the
United States.” If we can’t stop illegal
aliens by thethousands from entering
the USA, especially along our southern
border, why give priority to Central
America, SDI, NATO, Pacific allies,
terrorism, national defense. We can-
not handle all the refugees of the
world, and unless these illegal entries
are stopped, it could be our downfall.
— Commander Richard W. Fenzel
(Post 6376), 817 Browns Lane, Louis-
ville, Ky. 40207.

Wants Papers

In reference to “Memory Stronger
Than Death” (Nov.), I find it necessary
to comment because it touched me
deeply and stirred my memories of
that mission of so long ago. I didn't
know Marcus Shook or James Christy
or the rest of his crew. By researching
some of my old records, I find Marcus
Shook and James Christy were as-
signed to the 568th Bomb Sqdn.,
390th Bomb Group (H). I was assigned
to the 570th Bomb Sqdn., 390th Bomb
Group at Station 153, Framlingham,
England. Somewhere in that same

I need your help to be on the lookout
for valuable documents I missed after
displaying them in this fair city. They
are my honorable discharge papers,
U.S. Army, World War II; baptismal
papers, Social Security card, of 1937
vintage; birth certificate, 1915, and
marriage certificate. My wish is to
find them while I'm still alive. Reward
of $500 for this sure information, paid
to your favorite charity. — Edward
M. Staniszewskt, 1604 W. Willow Run
Drive, Willow Run, Wilmington, Del.
19805-1222.

True Christmas Spirit

On the Tuesday following Christmas,
1988, a gentleman in an electric wheel-
chair came wheeling into my office.
He said he was cold and needed help.

It wasn'’t easy for him relating that
he had recently lost his house; his wife
had left, and most of his possessions
had been stolen. All he had left was
the van he now lived in, some bedding,
and the electric wheelchair he relied
on because of muscular dystrophy.
His last few meals were purchased
with money he obtained by pawning
his manual wheelchair.

He was hungry and cold and needed
gas so he could return to the Midwest
where he would live with his daughter,
who was expecting a baby any day
now. As a Vietnam Era veteran, he
was hoping someone here could help.

If anyone had been a non-believer
in the Spirit of Christmas, that would
have changed on that Tuesday. By the
day’s end, area veterans’ organizations
rallied to reach out and help.

The first to do so were VFW Post
992 and its Auxiliary. Food, gas and
money were made available so this
gentleman could rejoin his family and
be on hand as a first-time grandpa.
Thanks to this support, he was also
able to get his manual wheelchair
back. Most of all, the cold nights spent
alone in the van would now be over.

As a true Christmas story taking
place here in Walla Walla, this story
has more than one happy ending. It
shows how the efforts of organizations
like the VFW go beyond just veterans’
issues. Because of these efforts, we
are thankful for the year-round spirit
of giving that VFW members represent
in this community. — Daniel J. Sulli-
van, Officeof Public Affairs, VA Med-
ical Center, Walla Walla, Wash.

Letters should be of no more than 100 words
and deal with only one subject. Editing for
space, clarity and good taste may be necessary.
Published letters include the sender's name
and address to enable readers to reply directly.
Anonymous mail is not considered for publica-
tion. Space limitations preclude use of all the
letters received. Because of their volume, it is
impossible to reply to or to acknowledge Mail
Call submissions.
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THE WORLD AT WAR

The renowned World Warll
documentary is available
for your home video
collection. Whiriwind is
your introduction for just

In the winter of
1940, London
withstood Luftwaffe

B rtet  bombing 7_6 nights

in succession. While
the public cried for revenge, British air-
crews trained to fly in daylight took brutal
losses flying deep into Germany in the
dark, hunting for targets that would knock
out Nazi industrial production.

Arthur Harris took charge of Bomber
Command, determined to succeed with new
tactics and new bombers:

“They have sown the wind and now
shall reap the whirlwind.”

Whirlwind, the story of the long years
it took to establish Allied air superiority, is
your introduction to THE WORLD AT WAR.

Preview it at home for 10 days. Return
it and owe nothing. Or keep it and look
forward to future cassettes in THE WORLD
AT WAR series, one every four to six weeks,
to keep for $29.95 plus shipping and
handling.

Each volume of this dramatic docu-
mentary is narrated by Sir Laurence Olivier
and combines action footages from the
fronts and the war rooms with penetrating
eyewitness interviews with statesmen and
military leaders as well as ordinary men
and women who lived through

. .o~ this momentous conflict.
) - Start your home video
[FIPE \ . collection of this historic
R UL Rdl  documentary series today.
Mail the coupon below or
have your credit card
ready and call toll-free
1-800-CBS-4804.

i H, '*’

DR e . seesresesessen s .o L R I A ) T eeeecscesssesssssnsecsssas

[ YES, send me Whirlwind for only $4.95 plus $2.45 shipping and handling
(and apphcable sales tax) and enter my subscription to THE WORLD AT WAR under the terms described in this ad.

Check one: [JVHS [JBeta
Check method of payment: [ Check enclosed made payable to WORLD AT WAR. El1
O Charge my WORLD AT WAR purchases, beginning with my first cassette to: [] American Express [JVISA [JMasterCard [J Diners Club E12

Account No. Exp. Date Name
Signature Address Apt.
Phone Number City State Zip

If I do not choose to keep my first cassette, I will return it within 10 days for a full refund or for credit to my charge account. Note: All subscriptions subject to review. We reserve the right to
reject or cancel any subscription. Canadian residents will be serviced from Toronto. Applicable sales tax added to all orders.

Mail to: THE WORLD AT WAR, Dept. EBB, 1400 No. Fruitridge Avenue, P.0. Box 1112, Terre Haute, IN 47811 © 1989 CBS Records Inc.
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The 101st Congress
@ 7U.S.Senate ,

The November elections gave Democrats a tight-
er hold on the Senate. They won 19 of the 33 seats up
for re-election. This gives them a 55 to 45 majority
over Republicans. Democrats retained 15 of their 18
seats and captured Republican seats in Connecticut,
Virginia, Nebraska and Nevada. Republicans were
not optimistic about reclaiming Senate control. They
did capture three Democratic-held seats and kept 11
of their own.

The 101st Congress will have a new Senate
majority leader. Robert C. Byrd (W. Va.), who led the
Senate for 12 years, has stepped down to become
chairman of the Appropriations Committee and Sen-
ate president pro tem, making him the third in line
for succession to the U.S. Presidency. With Sen.
Byrd's announcement, Sens. George Mitchell (Maine),
J. Bennett Johnston (La.) and Daniel K. Inouye
(Hawaii) threw their hats into the ring to succeed
him. Johnston and Inouye conceded after the first
ballot when Mitchell won 27 votes, one short of a
majority and nearly twice the number his opponents
received They were tied at 14 each.

Democrats rounded out their leadership teamby
re-electing Sen. Alan Cranston (Calif.) as Democratic
whip and chose Sen. David Pryor (Ark.) for the
number three position as secretary of the Democratic
Conference.

Republicans, as expected, returned their leader-
ship team to the 101st Congress. Sen. Robert Dole
(Kans.) was re-elected minority leader without oppo-
gition, as was Assgistant Minority Leader Alan K.
Simpson (Wyo.). The Senate Republicans also re-
turned Sen. John H. Chafee (R.I.) as Republican
Conference chairman and chose Sen. Don Nickles
(Okla.) as its new Campaign Committee chairman.
Following is a biographical sketch of the new Senate
majority leader.

Sen. George J. Mitchell was born on Aug. 20,
1933, in Waterville, Maine, where he attended public
schools. He attended Bowdoin College in Brunswick,
Maine, graduating in 1954. Following military serv-
ice in Berlin, Germany, between 1954 and 1956, Sen.
Mitchell returned to school and received his law
degree from the Georgetown University Law Center
in 1960. From 1960 to 1962, Sen. Mitchell was a trial
lawyer in the Anti-Trust Division of the Department
of Justice. From 1962 to 1965, he was executive
assistant to Sen. Edmund S. Muskie. From 1965 to
1977, he was in private law practice in Portland,
Maine. .

In 1971, Sen. Mitchell entered public service as
assistant county attorney for Cumberland County,

Maine, and from 1977 to 1979, he was U.S. attorney
for Maine. In what he describes as a highlight of his
career, Sen. Mitchell accepted an appointment as a
federal district court judge in Portland. However, he
left the bench a year later when he was appointed by
the governor of Maine to complete the unexpired
term of Sen. Muskie who resigned to become secre-
tary of state.

In 1982, Sen. Mitchell was elected to a full six-
year term in the Senate. Prior tobeing named Senate
majority leader, Sen. Mitchell has chaired the Demo-
cratic Senatorial Campaign Committee and has held
the office of deputy president pro tem of the Senate.

The new majority leader sits on the Senate
Veterans’ Affairs Committee and is a member of the
VEFW.

® U.S. House of Representatives

More than 98% of the members of the House of
Representatives seeking re-election were returned
to the Congress with 95% of them winning by more
than ten percentage points. Democrats increased
their House control by a net gain of three seats,
resulting in a House membership of 260 Democrats
and 175 Republicans. As was expected, the two
parties re-elected the same leadership teams they
had the last Congress. Rep. Jim Wright (Texas)
returns as speaker of the House and Rep. Thomas
Foley (Wash.) returns as majority leader as does Rep.
Tony Coelho (Calif.) as majority whip. The Republi-
cans re-elected Rep. Robert Michel (Ill.) as their
minority leader and chose Rep. Dick Cheney (Wyo.)
as new minority whip with Rep. Jerry Lewis (Calif.)
to be the new Republican Conference chairman.

Fight to Eliminate Offset

Commander-in-Chief Larry W. Rivers recently
received the following letter from Sen. Spark Mat-
sunaga and Rep. Michael Bilirakis confirming their
plan to reintroduce legislation in the 101st Congress
that would eliminate the offset of military retired
pay for those who are in receipt of VA disability
compensation.

The VFW has long supported the elimination of
this grossly unfair offset and will continue to fight
for its repeal in the 101st Congress.

“As House and Senate sponsors of legislation to
eliminate the offset between military retired pay and
VA disability compensation, we wish to thank you
and your membership for your successful work on
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behalf of this equitable proposal. Through your
unwavering support, H.R. 303 received 245 cospon-
sors in the House and S. 2120 received 11 sponsors
in the Senate.

“Because we are committed to the elimination of
the statutory offset, we plan to once more introduce
the offset legislation in the 101 st Congress. We would
again appreciate the endorsement of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars for the offset legislation and specific-
ally would request its inclusion in your organiza-
tion’s legislative agenda. If all of the veterans

SERVICE

...................................................

VFW Service Program Looks to Future
Changes such as judicial review and establishment
of the U.8. Court of Veterans’ Appeals demand that
VFW representation of veteran-claimants be evalu-
ated. The Veterans Service staff is working with the
National leadership to determine how best to take
advantage of this expanded opportunity for due
process.

Another challenge is the increasing complexity
of claims by WWII, Korean and Vietnam War veterans.
Reason is the length of time since those wars. In
addition, many veterans, dependents or survivors
have not taken advantage of their entitlements.
Issues of radiation and dioxin exposure are placing
demands on VFW resources.

Gorbachev’s Surprise

Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev proposed, in his
UN speech last Dec. 7, unilateral cuts in Soviet
military power.

Gorbachev declared “the use or threat of force no
longer can or must be an instrument of foreign
policy.” He then announced a cut of 500,000 men
from the Soviet armed forces stationed in Europe and
the Far East. Among the reductions he described
were:

B Withdrawal of six Soviet tank divisions from
Bast Germany, Czechoslovakia and Hungary (330
tanks per division)

B Withdrawal of assault landing troops, engineer
bridging units and their equipment.

B Withdrawal of 5,000 tanks, 8,500 pieces of artil-
lery and 800 combat aircraft.

These reductions are significant, underscoring
Gorbachev’s pledge to renounce military force as an
instrument of foreign policy before a world audience.

organizations present this as an important legisla-
tive priority to the House and Senate Committees on
Veterans Affairs, then members will most certainly
recognize its vast support among veterans.

“On behalf of the hundreds of thousands of dis-
abled career-military retirees, we thank you for your
long-standing support for the concurrent receipt
legislation.”

................................... James N. Magill
Director of National Legislative Service

..................................................

Funding of Department Service Office programs
— some by the Department, some by the Department
and National and others exclusively by states — has
resulted in a patchwork system that is not without
merit, and an effective partnership has developed.
The VFW established a three-year experimental pro-
gram to see whether better service could be given by
increasing the role of the National Organization.
This began in 1986 and will end next September.
Eight Departments and the National Organization
have been involved. The three-year pilot program
will be reviewed next month at the annual Mid-
Winter Conference in Washington.

............................... Frederico Juarbe, Jr.
Director of National Veterans Service

But as significant as these cuts are, they do not
reduce the imbalance of conventional military power
between NATO and the Warsaw Pact. According to
latest estimates, the current imbalance looks like
this (the 500,000 man cut comes out of a total Soviet
troop strength of 5.1 million):

At present NATO has 2.3 million troops, 16,500
tanks, 14,500 artillery pieces and 4,000 aircraft.
They compare with 2.1 million Warsaw Pact troops
or 2 million after the cuts, 52,000 tanks or 42,000
after the cuts, 43,400 artillery pieces or 34,900 after
the cuts and 8,250 aircraft or 7,400 after the cuts.

These reductions are also significant because
they raise new uncertainties and risks. Because of
the conventional-force imbalances that exist now
and will continue to exist after the Soviet cuts, this
Soviet action will have a significant effect on NATO
policy and strategy.

............................... Kenneth A. Steadman
Director of National Security and Foreign Affairs
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I F R OM T H E L L

By Ike Skelton

Rep. Skelton’s analystis of challenges
ahead supports several VFW resolu-
tions adopted by the 89th National
Convention.

pon coming into office in Janu-

ary, 1981,the Reagan Administra-
tion convinced Congress that cutsin
defense spending in the 1970s, under
both the Nixon-Ford Administra-
tions and the Carter Administration,
had left the United States exposed.
The humiliation of Iran holding U.S.
diplomats hostage for 444 days,
along with the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan, convinced the Ameri-
can public that a change was re-
quired.

Reagan’s Security Strategy

The chief elements of the Reagan
Administration security strategy,
broadly supported by the Congress,
included an impressive military
buildup of both nuclear and conven-
tional forces, the latter symbolized
by the 600-ship Navy; a tough posi-
tion on strategic-arms negotiations;
an effort to confront the Soviet Union
with superior American technology
through the Strategic Defense Ini-
tiative (SDI); and the willingness to
support local resistance forces fight-
ing the Soviets or their proxies in
the Third World — in Afghanistan,

Rep. Skelton is a longtime member of
the House Armed Services Committee
and four of its subcommeittees. He is
chairman of the committee’s Military
Education Panel.

Bush’s Security Challenges

Angola, Nicaragua and Cambodia.

President George Bush will put
together the national-security policy
of the United States for the next
four years. He will encounter many
of the same challenges the United
States has faced over the past 40
years and new ones under very
changed circumstances.

U.S.-Soviet Relations

The most important piece of old
business consists of managing with
patience and skill the U.S.-Soviet re-
lationship. The challenge here is
much the same as it has been over
the past 40 years: avoiding nuclear
war; turning away Soviet thrusts in
the developing world; and attempt-
ing to transform the competition
between the two countries into more
peaceful venues.

The dramatic changes taking place
in the Soviet Union today hold the
promise that we might be watching,
if not the end of the Cold War, at
least the beginning of the end. Even
if true, it will probably take the next
40 years to work out a post-Cold
War security arrangement. Now is
not the time to become impatient, to
try to settle all our outstanding
issues with the Soviets in the shortest
time possible. We came to regret the
overselling of detente in the early
1970s later in that decade.

If dealing with the Soviet Union
continues to be the most important
item of old business, equally impor-
tant is managing our relationships
with Japan and Europe. The three,
Japan, Europe and the Soviet Union,
are interrelated. Security concerns
predominated 40 years ago. Now
trade and economic matters with
our allies compete with security
issues.

Both Japan and Europe are suc-
cess stories of postwar American
foreign policy. We helped friends as
well as former enemies to rebuild
their shattered economies after
World War II. Thus, our overwhelm-
ing economic and military domi-

nance was bound to diminish. Our
task now is to manage security and
economic relations with both of
these world power centers. Budget
and trade deficits have put the
United States in difficult economic
circumstances. A shifting of the mili-
tary burdens will have to take place
to allow us to put our economic
house back in order.

A New Definition of Security

The Bush Administration first must
adopt a broader definition of na-
tional security, one that includes
economic as well as political-military
considerations. Too often economic

and security decisions move on sep- |
arate tracks. While we are stronger j
militarily today than we were eight

years ago, economically we are weak-

er. Much greater coordination will

be required in the future.

Establishing Objectives

Second, in putting together a na-

tional security strategy for the 1990s
the President must be clear about
objectives and priorities. Militarily,
the United States has as its three
broad objectives to deter nuclear
war, to contribute to the defense of
Western Europe and Korea where
American troops are stationed and
tobe able to intervene in areas of the
Third World where American inter-
ests may require such action.
While overriding consideration
should be given to deterring nuclear
war, we have a very robust capacity
to deter such a conflict. Our ballistic-
missile submarine force, the deploy-
ment of thousands of cruise missiles
on Navy attack subs and B-52s, the
procurement of B-1 bombers and
future procurement of Stealth bomb-
ers, and the improved command
and control capabilities that we
bought during this decade, will stand
us in good stead for years to come.

continued on page 15
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REMARKABLE NEW BANDAGE
GIVES BLESSED RELIEF FROM
PAIN IN HOURS AND DAYS!

AMAZING NEW MEDICALLY APPROVED BANDAGE ELIMINATES PAIN AND
RESTORES MOVEMENT THROUGH ELECTROSTATIC ACTION! RELIEVES
AND ELIMINATES PAIN FROM ARTHRITIS ... RHEUMATISM ... BACKACHE ...
SPORTS INJURIES ... SPINAL AND TENDON DISCOMFORT — AND MANY
OTHER CAUSES! READ THE THRILLING DETAILS AND END YOUR PAIN

WITHIN DAYS.

Now at last one of the most fascinating
medical stories of the 20th century can be
told - for the benefit of those who suffer
needlessly from pain and physical
discomfort. In the 1960s medical scientists
discovered that the application of an
electrical "field” to painful areas of the body
actually resulted in decrease or elimination
of pain.

Using this information, Dr. W. Seuss of
West Germany designed a series of
bandages contoured to various body parts
in which the synthetic foam interior was
exposed to polarized electricity. The
inventor patented the process under the
name of MEDIPOLAN Bandages.

The bandages were then tested
clinically under controlled scientific
conditions by physicians who reported an
absolutely amazing success rate.
MEDIPOLAN Bandages are now available
for the first time in the U.S.

SPACE-AGE FABRIC

MEDIPOLAN Bandage is a lightweight,
contour-shaped synthetic cloth material
containing a thin foam center with a built-in,
permanent electrostatic field activated by
contact with the skin. There are NO
batteries or wires, and the bandage is
COMPLETELY safe - with NO side effects
as in the case of many medications.

Test results show that easing of pain is
obtained within an average of 12 hours after
application of the bandage. Physicians
report that "the bandages are pleasant to
wear, fit well, and are much more hygienic
than other remedies since they are
washable.” Bandages are adjustable to fit
any size. Average weight of bandages is less
than 3 ounces.

How MEDIPOLAN Is Used -

MEDIPOLAN Bandages are per-
manently shaped to fit that part of the body
where pain is felt. You apply the correct
bandage, which remains in place without
slipping or irritation. The electrical "field”
goes to work at once, reducing the
sensitivity of nerve endings and thus
decreasing and eliminating pain.

This miracle is accomplished NOT by
heat but by the amazing effect of an
electrical "field” on the human body.
Inflammation disappears, pain is eliminated
and the affected area is useful again. And all
this results within days or even hours!

Continue Your Routine

Wear the bandage while at work, play,
leisure or sleeping. The electrical "field”
remains constant and cannot be destroyed
by washing. When pain disappears,
discontinue the bandage. Use it again for
some future problem - it will still work!

You carry your own medical equipment
treatment with you wherever you are - right
on the area that is paining you. Bandage is
form-fitting and is virtually unnoticeable
under clothing.

Now you can replace expensive
medicinal and physical treatments with a
simple, tested bandage that Ean be worn
comfortably for hours, so that you can
reduce your medicinal dosage and its side
effects. Excellent for thermal comfort too!

Many Applications
MEDIPOLAN banishes pain in UPPER
ANKLES...KNEE and ELBOW JOINTS...
LIGAMENT DISORDERS...TENDON and
MUSCLE...RHEUMATIC DISEASES...
ARTHRITIS...SPORTS INJURIES...SPINAL
and BACK PAIN...SPRAINS...POOR
POSTURE.

SHOULDER

MEDIPOLAN decreases pain...relaxes
‘hardened muscle system...reduces inflam-
mation...increases blood circulation...
reduces spasms...decreases need for
medication...permits mobility and activity.

Your health insurance provider may
reimburse you for this health appliance.

MAIL COUPON TODAY

OR USE OUR TOLL-FREE NUMBER

Why suffer from pain any longer? Now
enjoy pain relief in just a few days-or even
hours. You 'risk NOTHING and have
everything to gain. Just mail coupon with
your remittance on our liberal 60-DAY
MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE. You MUST
be delighted with results - or return
bandage for prompt refund.

Ascarr_Medical Corp., Dept. V04, 8333 W. McNab Rd., Suite 128A, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33321
FOR EVEN QUICKER PAIN RELIEF, PHONE YOUR ORDER (CREDIT CARDS ONLY:) {;’/ﬁ"\‘%
TYPE _ [HOW MANY?| _PRICE TOTAL _ 1-800-272-2778 e
KNEE $38.39 $ O | ENCLOSE $ i
g?g"\;E 23932 g 0 CHARGE TO O VISA 0 MASTERCARD
T
BACK $39.98 | Jast N
NECK $28.98 $ EXPIRES
SHOULDER $39.69 $ SIGNATURE:
ELBOW $37.59 $ NAME AGE
HIP $56.95 $
DOUBLE SHOULDER $59.95 $ AADDRESS
SHIPPING: | $ 2.75 . APT.
FLA. Residents: Add 6% Sales Tax: $ CITY
, TOTAL: | § STATE ZIP




See Crisp and Clear even Driving
at Night with Vision Enhancer

ULTRA GLASSES!

Not $69.95... Not $29.95

e Lightweight, shatterproof frame
and lenses for maximum wearing
comfort and safety!

® Protect eyes from damaging
infrared and ultraviolet rays!

e Spectacular designer styling

© Enhance clarity for both men and women!

of vision with
greater depth
perception!

NOW
ONLY

clip-on!
IF YOU ACT IN 15 DAYS!

Imagine paying just $4 a pair for the most
comfortable, the most stylish, the most amazing
“sunglasses” you’ve ever worn! A product of the latest
research in vision technology, these Vision-Enhancer™
Ultra-Glasses look like sunglasses — but they’re not!
The special optical lenses of these Super-Glasses
actually block out over 95% of infrared light and
ultraviolet rays that science has proven can be harmful
to your eyes. The result: your eyes are protected from
damage — and your vision is enhanced to a dramatic
new clarity and depth of vision!

Smart Science — And Spectacular Style!

Just look at these spectacular Vision-Enhancer
Ultra-Glasses! They look like designer sunglasses
costing up to $70 a pair and more — but they do more
for your vision than any designer sunglasses ever
could! Wear them while driving, and see better than
you ever have before — even in nighttime glare, even
in fog, rain or snow. Wear them instead of regular
sunglasses to block out harmful ultraviolet rays. Wear
them golfing, skiing, hunting for a fresh, crisp,
enhanced new view of the world around you. You’ll
enjoy a sharper, clearer image, with greater contrast,
enhanced depth perception, and virtually no glare.
These Vision-Enhancer Ultra-Glasses offer you smart
science — and spectacular style!

@ Available in
regular or

® Increase visibility at night,
in snow, rain, fog or haze! ;
Incredible

Space Age Vision Breakthrough!
They Look Like Sunglasses — But They’re Not!

Only $4 If You Act Within 15 Days

Other glasses that look like these... other glasses that
work like these have only been available at very high
prices indeed — sometimes for as much as $69.95 a
pair! But right now, if you act within the next 15 days,
we’'ll send you these ultra-stylish Vision-Enhancer
Ultra-Glasses for just $4 a pair, complete with a
specially padded carrying case. One size fits everyone,
and they’re designed to be equally attractive on both
men and women. There is a strict limit of two (2) pairs
per request, but if you place your order within the next
10 days, you may request up to five (5). Money-back if
not delighted, of course!

To order, simply write your name and address on a
slip of paper, together with the number of pair of
Vision-Enhancer™ Ultra-Glasses you are requesting,
specify regular style or clip-on for eyeglass wearers,
and send it to us at the address below. Add just $4 per
pair, plus $2 shipping and handling, no matter how
many pairs you request. Credit card shoppers please
state VISA or MasterCard, and give your full card
number, expiration date, and signature in ink. Send
orders to:

AMERICAN VISION RESEARCH

89 Fifth Avenue, Dept. VE-83
New York, New York 10003
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ENE FROM THE HILL
continued from page 12

In Europe, the military balance is
not so comfortable as we would like
it to be. An imbalance of forces
exists between the Warsaw Pact
and NATO. Yet until our allies are
willing to make a greater contribu-
tion to correcting this imbalance, we
simply do not have the budgetary
resources to correct a problem they
appear unwilling to correct.

The highest defense priority should
be assigned to those capabilities
required for intervention in the Third
World. We are most likely to see the
commitment of U.S. combat forces
to emergencies in the developing
world before either nuclear war or
general war in Europe. Since World
War II, American forces have been
committed to a number of such
Third World situations. Unfortu-
nately, we are ill-prepared for this
type of warfare as underscored by
our performance in Vietnam, the
Mayaguez incident and the Iranian
rescue mission. Vietnam still haunts
us. [t was Congress, not the services,
that had to promote the establish-
ment of the Special Operations Com-
mand.

Defense Budgets

Third, U.S. security policies will be
put together under far more strin-
gent budgetary constraints. Defense
spending should be kept at approxi-
mately 5% of GNP. Allies will have to
provide more assistance, as noted
earlier, but we may also have to re-
evaluate policies here. For example,
one idea that should be considered
is areturn to the draft. This may be
necessary because of the decreasing
pool of young Americans of military
age. The all-volunteer force has been
asuccess in the Reagan years, but its
costs are significant. A return to a
draft in which recruits are paid
minimum wages but offered the gen-
erous provisions of a GI bill should
be an option to consider.

Latin America

Finally, the one area of the world
that will require more attention,
creative thought and greater invest-
ment by the United States is Latin
America. It is here where many of

continued on page 16

VFW Members
Regency Cruises Wants to
Make 1989 Your Year for

ALASKA

Cruise the Inside Passage plus the Glacier
Route from only 5§53 per person!

Hartford Holidays Travel, one of the
nations leading cruise and tour
agencies, invites you to experience the
breathtaking beauty of Alaska this
summer at a special introductory price
developed "exclusively" for VFW
Members.

B Vancouver
B Juneau

B Ketchikan
B Lynn Canal
B Sitka

B Skagway

B Valdez

B Whittier
(Anchorage)

Explore the Splendor of Alaska
Regency Style
The vast splendor of Alaska awaits you
aboard either the magnificent 25,500
ton Regent Sun (departing every

Sunday) or the luxurious 22,000 ton
Regent Sea (departing every Friday).

These cruises between Anchorage and
Vancouver show you more of Alaska's
scenic glaciers and ports than any other
7-day Alaska itinerary. You'll visit:
Exciting optional land tours available to
Denali Park, Mt. McKinley and
Fairbanks make this a great
opportunity to visit the last great
American Frontier.

Alaska is only one of the exciting
destinations available to VFW Members
at special rates.

*Above cruise rates represent savings of up to 27%!
Cruise rates are based on double occupancy. Above
rate effective if booked 90 days prior to departure.
Rates slightly higher if booked within 90 days.

For further information and reservations, call or write today:

H-A'R;T;E,ORD

Hartford Holidays Travel
277 Northern Boulevard, P.O. Box 462
Great Neck, NY 11022-9990

Nationwide: 800-645-2120 (toll free)
NY State: 516-466-0335 (collect)

4
Ay REGENCY

< CrUISES

I Please send me free brochures on Regency Cruises Alaska

1 city

Name

Address

Telephone

# of past cruises
Send details about other cruises

Favorite Ships
[J CARIBBEAN
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ome Look Us Over

Close to Florida,
But Nothing in Florida Comes Close

. iscover one of the most unique communities on the entire Gulf Coast.
Spanish Cove, 620 acres of natural beauty hugging Perdido Bay. A safe and
secure well-maintained private community with recreational facilities and all
utilities—plus low taxes, and common sense restrictions. Located in a beautiful
setting between two metro areas.

Best of both worlds...and your best choice. Just compare.
Three distinct neighborhoods for your seasonal getaway or full time residence.
Land Harbor for RV living.

Perdido Pines, a mobile home

community. .
. .0. Box 218 - Lillian, Allblml 36549
Spanish Oaks, homes over- , (205) 962-2311

For a brochure and current  oking the bay or tucked . i
prices call toll free among the rolling hills. . . ~ ‘ . .

1-800-356-7142

Outside Alabama
or use coupon on the right.

|
!
!
|
|
|
|
|

City‘ . _ State: __In

Obtain the Property Report required by Federal law and read it befors signing anything. No Federal agency has judged tm mms or nm H any, d IMS property.  Offer void where prohibited by law.

FROM THE HILL
continued from page 15

the world’s problems can be seen all
together: overpopulation; critical
international debt; the international
drug cartel; environmental destruc-
tion; energy; immigration; and, fin-
ally, guerrilla wars in a number of
countries.

Over the past 40 years, except for
the Kennedy Administration’s Alli-
ance for Progress, the United States
has neglected this region of the
world. Yes, the Reagan Administra-
tion and Congress have devoted
more time, effort and money to
Latin America, but compared to
resources devoted to Europe, Japan
and the Middle East, Latin America
comes in a distant fourth. We could
offset our defense expenditures for
Japan, for example, by having that
country provide $40 billion in grant
aid to the region.

These are the challenges for the
immediate future. ]
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Dial Donates
a Vanful

he VFW National Home received an

early Christmas present Dec. 1
when Howard Stillman, adjutant and
service officer of Post 7452, Mont-
gomery, Ill, drove 320 miles with a
truckload of Dial Corp. products total-
ling $1,000.

In addition to countless bars of Dial
soap, the Home grocery store is now
stocked with a variety of household
detergents and laundry supplies.

This was the second consecutive

I 0ONAL H OME

Montgomery, lll., Post 7452 and Dial Corp. donated $1,000 worth of Dial products to the VFW
National Home grocery. Howard Stillman, adjutant and service officer for Post 7452, and
National Home Executive Director Maryjane Peck, pose with the van laden with Dial’s gift.

year Dial has made such a donation.
Peter Sobel, Dial's director of manu-
facturing, is a member of Post 7452,
as well.

Because the VFW National Home
relies solely on contributions, generous
gifts like these from Dial and Comrade
Stillman are greatly appreciated.

Home Reaches 83 Total

he VFW National Home’s Execu-
tive Director since October, Mary-
jane Peck, characterizes her adminis-

“Were moving ahead,” she said.
“There is a definite need for our
services here, and seeing warm,

tration as a progressive one.

continued on page 18

one year in honor of the WW

hero General Douglas MacArthur

Shown larger than actual size.

Struck by the U.S. Mint for only

II

-

THE “LOST” SILVER COIN

YOU HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY NOW
to acquire an important WWII silver dollar-
size coin struck for one year only at the U.S.
Mint in San Francisco. This is a remarkable
coin that has been virtually forgotten for
nearly 40 years.

Now,Calhoun’s Collectors Society has
found only a very limited number of these
coins in California, and is making them
available to collectors at a special price of
only $39.50!

This “war” coin was struck in 80% sil-
ver at the U.S. Mint in Sah Francisco for use
in and by the Philippines. The big silver coin
honored America’s great war hero, General
Douglas MacArthur.

Low Mintage = Value

Normally, when a new silver coin is struck
at a U.S. Mint, it is minted in the
millions...and produced for 25 to 35 years!

But since there was still a shortage of
silver because of the war, the 1947

———————— ORDER FORM
Mail to: Calhoun’s Collectors Society, 7401 Cahill Road, Minneapolis, MN 55435

MacArthur coin was only struck for one
year...and only 100 thousand were ever
struck. And even this low mintage was
reduced even further for the vast majority of
these are believed to have been melted down
when silver bullion soared to $50 an ounce.

Prime Uncirculated Condition

A real plus for collectors...each of these
silver dollar-size coins was found in choice,
uncirculated (MS-60) condition—one of the
conditions most desired by collectors. Truly,
a gem from an important era in American
history. Scarce, historic, really
beautiful...this coin is a perfect heirloom for
your family.

No risk, whatsoever

You must be 100% satisfied with your silver
dollar-size MacArthur coin, or you may
return it within 30 days-for a complete
refund or charge card credit. No questions.
Please send in your order today.

Limit: 1 per customer
Please send me the Lost Silver Coin struck at a U.S. Mint in 1947 in honor of
General Douglas MacArthur. I enclose [JCheck or (JMoney Order in the amount

VFW: FEBRUARY 1989

| |

LOST for nearly 40 years... | of $39.50, plus $2.50 postage and handling. MN residents sdd 6% saes tax.  307-328 |
NOW FOUND I Name Charge my: (JVISA [ MasterCard I

| Address O Amex |

For fast credit card ordering call | ciy Card No. |
1-800-552-5022 Ext. 963 $39.50 | State Zip Exp. Date |
In MN call (plus postage | Phone No. . - Signature : : |
e e O R O
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— NATIONAL HOME

continued from page 17

healthy children that otherwise could
have been homeless and destitute
says it all.

“The VFW and Ladies Auxiliary are
supporting a tremendous project for
our country’s future. I wish everyone
in the organization could come to
Eaton Rapids and see the good they
are doing.”

With the January addition of a
family, plus some children in the
residential program, the number re-
siding on campus is 83. Other children
and single-parent families are close to
being admitted to the program, so
“the referral picture looks good,” ac-
cording to Sue Shoultz, Assistant Direc-

‘ tor, Programs.
Facilities

Architects have been signed to begin
renovation of the Home’s Community
Center and Nursery. These projects
were approved for funding by the
VFW Ladies Auxiliary National Coun-
cil of Administration last August.

‘Another project to be completed
early this year is the renovation of the
swimming pool, as approved by the
MOC.

A new phone system will replace
the antiquated operation currently
being used at the National Home.
Installation should be completed this
month.

Seals Donations Lagging

A full-file mailing of National Home
Seals last fall has resulted in fair
success, according to Secretary-Treas-
urer Joe Epling. Every VFW and Ladies
Auxiliary member received a Seals
packet as the National Office of the
VFW worked closely with the Home's
Board of Trustees in printing and
mailing them. This combined effort
will add to the needed funding of the
Home, it is hoped.

Board Meeting

The National Home Board of Trus- -

tees held its meeting Jan. 6-7 in Kansas
City, Mo. This governing body, which
includes the VFW Commander-in-
Chief, Adjutant General and Quarter-
master General and Auxiliary Nation-
al President and Secretary-Treasurer
as well as 12 elected Trustees, meets
as a whole four times each year. B

| With A Song In My Heart
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(" The Lovable, Laughable Singer of Songs! _sggea,

America’s No. 1 Good Time
Singer! with ““That’s What |
Like About The South’’ and
23 More of His Very Best!

His Exclusive New
Double Album

Nobody but nobody delivers a song like
Phit Harris. This happy-go-lucky star per-
former has been brightening our spirits for
50 years and all America gets happy

DUMAS . .. MUSKRAT RAMBLE .

and many more . . . 24 classics in all
Come on! Let the good times roll as

you listen to this wonderful entertainer

i when he starts to sing. (Will you ever sing you a goldmine of happiness! Get
{ forget his side-splitting antics on the Jack happy and let Phil Harris warm your
24 Songs On Records & Tapes Benny Radio Show?) heart. Order your very own collection now.

Your Guarantee
The PHIL HARRIS collection will never
be available in record stores. Only friends
like you are privileged to enjoy this limited
by-mail offer. We guarantee you will play
and enjoy this double album collection as
much as any you have ever owned or it won't
cost you a penny. Simply return it for a
full refund, absolutely no questions asked
Don't miss out. Hurry and order today.

Phil Harris is the reigning master of the
patter song . . . and now in this exclusive
new double-length collection you can
hear all his famous hits — the original
classic recordings to enjoy all over again

including THAT'S WHAT I LIKE
ABOUT THE SOUTH . . . THE
THING . . . CHATTANOOGIE SHOE
SHINE BOY . . . DECK OF CARDS
... DING DONG DADDY FROM

That's What I Like About The
South ¢ Up A Lazy River ¢ Old
Time Religion * The Old
Master Painter * Row, Row,
Row ¢ Is It True What They Say
About Dixie ® The Thing ® He's
His Own Grandpa ('m My
Own Grandpa) ® Shadrach
Chattanoogie Shoe Shine Boy
® Muskrat Ramble ®* When It’s
Sleepy Time Down South °
Smoke! Smoke! Smoke! (That
Cigarette) ®* Minnie The Mer-

[ PLUS A FREE GIFT — Yours for sending us your order within 30 days!

NOT IN STORES MAIL COUPON TODAY
—— = e NO-RISK COUPON —— —— —— =

THE GOOD MUSIC RECORD CO., Dept. PH-01-29
352 Evelyn Street, PO. Box 909, Paramus, NJ 07653-0909

maid ¢ The Darktown Poker | vEs please rush me the PHIL HARRIS COLLECTION to preview for 30 days without obliga-
Club * The Crawdad Song ® ! tion. | understand that | may return the albums for any reason whatsoever and receive a full
The Preacher And The Bear ¢ | refund. (Make check or money order payable to Good Music Record Co)

Ain't Nobody Here But Us I OSend BOTH Records [OSend BOTH Cassettes
Chickens ¢ Stars Fell On $1298 $1298

Alabama * Woodman, Spare I (Enclose $1.50 for mailing and handling per item.)

That Tree ® Goofus ® Deck Of | Name
Cards ¢ Saint James Infirmary | oj4.0s
¢ Ding Dong Daddy From

\Qumas. Lny —_—— jgtg_dM_R.d_ule_ TR i
(" The Most Loved Songs He Ever Recorded!

Mario Lanza
New Double-Length
TV Treasury f

With Rare -
New Releases

It was said that his was “the voice
of the century.” And when you hear
Mario Lanza sing on these magnificent
recordings you know why. Wheth-
er the [talian songmaster is singing
the most demanding operatic area
or the tenderest of love songs, his
dazzling voice keeps you spellbound.

Hear his electrifying voice again
in 24 original recordings of the best-
loved musical masterpieces of all
time. This beautiful collection con-
tains rare performances never re-
leased before,

Listen to his million-selling hit

PLUS A FREE GIFT — Yours for sending us your order within 30 days!_]
NOT IN STORES MAIL COUPON TODAY

Because ¢ Only A Rose ° —— —— —— NO-RISK COUPON —— —— ———

Funiculi, Funicula ¢ Come {THE GOOD MUSIC RECORD CO., Dept. MA-01-29
Back To Sorrento ® Oh , 352 Evelyn Street, PO. Box 909, Paramus, NJ 07653-0909

Marie, Oh Marie ® O Sole YES please rush me the new MARIO LANZA TV TREASURY to preview for 30 days
i without obligation. | understand that I may return the albums for any reason whatsoever
and receive a full refund. (Make check or money order payable to Good Music Record Co)

[OSend BOTH Records [JSend BOTH Cassettes
$12.98 $12.98
(Enclose $1.50 for mailing and handling per item.)

The Magic of

MARI® LANZA

-~

BE MY LOVE plus WITH A SONC
IN MY HEART ... ARRIVE-
DERCI ROMA ... BECAUSE . ..
MY WILD IRISH ROSE . . . OH
MARIE, OH MARIE and 18 more!
Your Guarantee

Don't miss this rare and beautiful
Mario Lanza collection. We uncondi-
tionally guarantee you will enjoy
these records and tapes like none
you've ever owned or your money
back, no questions asked. But please
hurry and order yours now. This col-
lection is not sold in any store at any
price and supplies are limited.

24 Wonderful Songs
On Records & Tapes
Be My Love ¢ Serenade
From “The Student Prince”
¢ Temptation ®* Wanting
You ¢ I'll Be Seeing You ¢

Without A Song ¢ Danny
Boy ® My Wild Irish Rose
And This Is My Beloved ¢

Mio ¢ Neapolitan Love
Song ° Arrivederci, Roma
e Ah, Sweet Mystery Of
Life ® Look For The Silver |
Lining ®* Memories ¢ The
Song Is You ® Ave Maria ® | Address

Name

State Zip

© Good Music Record Co. Inc

@u’ll Never Walk Alone | cu




Flag Foul-up Fixed

The following letter of thanks was
sent to Comrade Bob Helms, of
Jerome, Idaho, and copied to the
editor of VFW Magazine. Several other
letters were addressed to this office
on the same subject. The advertise-
ment appeared on the inside back
cover of the December issue.

Dear Mr. Helms:

Thank you for your letter regarding
the Flag in the Iwo Jima Stained Glass
Plate. You are correct — the 50-star
Flag was not used at the time of the
battle. That is, however, the Flag that
is flown today at the Iwo Jima Memor-
ial. The artist, Jack Woodson, felt that
the Flag on the art should be the same
as the one flown at the memorial. In
the past couple of days, we have
talked with several collectors about
the Flag on the art, and the consensus
is that it should match the one in the
original photograph, not the one at
the Iwo Jima Memorial. Therefore, we
have changed the art for the plate. If
you decide to order a plate, the one
you receive will show the 48-star Flag
instead of the 50 as pictured. Sincerely,
Elaine J. Lidholm, Manager, Creative
Services, United States Historical
Society.

VA Insurance Dividend
to Top $1 Billion

The VA will pay more than $1 billion
worth of dividends in 1989 to veter-
ans holding active VA life insurance
policies, the largest amount in the
70-year history of the program.

The record payout will be sent
automatically to some 2.9 million
policyholders on the anniversary
date of their policies in the form of
dividend checks or one of five other
payment options they selected.

The VA said the dividend — which
exceeds the 1988 payment by $44.6
million — reflects both favorable
claims experience and high yields on
trust funds invested in U.S. govern-
ment securities.

The largest group receiving 1989
payments will be almost 2.5 million
World War II veterans with National
Service Life Insurance (prefix “V")

HEAR F'H1 8

who will each receive an average of
$350.

Dividends totalling $11.1 million
will be paid to 43,175 World War I
veterans holding U.S. Government
Life Insurance (prefix “K”) policies
for an average of $257.

Nearly 304,000 veterans have Vet-
erans Special Life Insurance (pre-
fixes “RS” and “W”) and their divi-
dends will average $310.

Holders of“J,"“JR” and “JS” policies
— Veterans Reopened Insurance —
who currently number 155,770, will
receive 1989 dividends averaging
$284.

Salute to Veterans

An Army veteran, Kevin Dobson, will
lead the VA’s 1989 National Salute to
Hospitalized veterans.

Dobson, currently starring in CBS-
TV's “Knot’s Landing,” will appear in
public service spots and visit VA
hospitals in connection with the week
of Feb. 12 when the annual event will
be held at all 172 VA medical centers.

Of Dobson, VA Administrator
Thomas K. Turnage said: “Like mil-
lions of Americans, I know Kevin as a
popular and accomplished actor. I
know him as a generous concerned
citizen willing to help focus public
attention on fellow veterans cared
for in VA medical centers.”

VFW Posts interested in honoring
hospitalized veterans should contact
their nearest VA medical centers.

‘Great Planes’ on TV

Seven new episodes of “Great Planes,”
the 13-part series of hour-long pro-
grams chronicling the history of U.S.
warplanes, will begin on the Discov-
ery TV Channel Wednesday, Feb. 1.

Each episode highlights a particu-
lar aircraft such as the Grumman
F-14 Tomcat, the Boeing B-52 Strato-
fortress, the Lockheed P-38 Lightning
and General Dynamics F-111 Aard-
vark.

Previously classified footage of test
flights are revealed as the series
traces the production of military
aircraft from drawing board to pro-
totype to the final flight-ready model.

LONE SAILOR

from the Statue Sculpted for the
United States Navy Memorial, Washington, D.C.

The Lone Sailor statue is a dramatic symbol of every
person who has ever worn the Navy blue. Now you may
display your own Lone Sailor, which is being issued by the
United States Historical Society® in cooperation with the
U.S. Navy Memorial Foundation. When you acquire a Lone
Sailor, you become a Sponsor of the Memorial on Penn-
sylvania Avenue in Washington, D.C.—a living tribute to
all the men and women of the Navy who have served their
country in war and peace. Available in two versions: 8-
inch bonded-bronze, mounted on wooden base, and 15-
inch genuine bronze, mounted on marble base.

YES! I wish to acquire the following Lone Sailor statue(s).
Tunderstand the statue is based on the original sculpture
by Stanley Bleifeld. I will be appointed an Individual
Sponsor of the Navy Memorial in Washington, D.C. and I
will receive a Certificate of Authenticity.

Please send Lone Sailor 8” statues at $85 each
plus $2.50 shipping and handling.
Please send Lone Sailor 15" statues at $1,500

each, shipping included.

Name

Address

City State Zip
[ Check enclosed for $

(Make check payable to The Lone Sailor. )
[J Charge: VISA MasterCard
No.

Virginia residents please add 4.5% sales tf.rx P

Mail to: The Lone Sailor, ¢/o U.S. Historical Society®
Dept. VF 2, First and Main Sts., Richmond, VA 23219
(804) 648-4736.
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ANNOUNCING A TRIBUTE
TO RONALD REAGAN

Offered First to Readers of VFW

Limited Edition

Announcing a special tribute to
Ronald Reagan and an exceptional op-
portunity for you: the new Ronald
Reagan - A Great American limited
edition belt buckle. This stunning com-
memorative buckle was just released to
the public on January 20, 1989 - the last
day of Ronald Reagan’s presidency. It is
a magnificent tribute to an exceptional
man. This collector’s item is so unique
that it is copyrighted with the Library of
Congress in Washington, D.C.!

A LIMITED EDITION

The Ronald Reagan - A Great
American buckle is a Limited Edition.
Only 20,000 will ever be made before the
original mold is destroyed. And, just like
a rare coin, your buckle is likely to
dramatically rise in value over the years.

Each buckle is individually numbered
and comes with an official Certificate of
Authenticity. This is an investment that
you, your children, and your grand-
children will treasure and enjoy for years
to come.

A GREAT AMERICAN

Ronald Reagan is one of the most
respected and admired presidents in
history. His “Reagan Revolution” will be
forever remembered as a time of renew-
ed pride and spirit in the United States.
That’s why Ronald Reagan is the first to
be honored in the new ‘‘Great
Americans” series of belt buckles,
available only from Waycross Company.

A FINE WORK OF ART

The buckle, which fits any standard
belt, is made in the U.S.A. from Old
World Pewter. The 3-dimensional
sculptures, created by Chicago artist
Thomas Ferris, stand out dramatically.
In the center of the buckle is a sculpture
of Mr. Reagan’s official presidential por-
trait. To the left is the Great Seal, the
mark of the President. To the right, Mr.
Reagan is seen standing in front of the
American flag and waving to his ad-
mirers as he leaves office. The detail is

The Ronald Reagan - A Great American belt buckle, a limited edition of only
20,000, was just released. It is being offered first to readers of VFW. Shown
slightly larger than actual size of 3%4" by 2".

so fine that you can count the stars and
stripes on the flag. On the back side is
your buckle’s individual serial number,
along with a short biography of Mr.
Reagan.

Each buckle has its own serial number.

A NO-RISK OFFER

Here is our offer: After you receive
your Ronald Reagan - A Great
American belt buckle, take one full
month to look it over and show it to your
family and friends. If for any reason you
decide not to keep it, send it back for
a full 100% refund. This is an uncondi-
tional money-back guarantee!

BE SURE TO ORDER EARLY

The desirable low serial numbers will
go to the people who place their orders
first. Don’t miss out on this great oppor-
tunity - order today!

FEmRmeRTT R TR o

WAYCROSS COMPANY
| 5063 Monaco Dr. |
| Pleasanton, CA 94566 |
I

| YES! I want to order the Ronald Reagan -
| A Great American commemorative belt |
| buckle. Please ship it immediately and give me
the lowest serial number available. I know that
I may return it for a full refund for any reason
| within one month. I also know that the buckle |
| may be ordered either with or without a display
| case.

| [] Please send ____ buckle(s) at $19.95

| each.

I [] Please send ____ buckle(s) in display
case(s) handmade of solid walnut at $36.95
each.

I
I
I Your shipping and handling is FREE!

| California residents please add sales tax.
I

I

I

I

Name
Address
City
| State ZIP

| (] Check or Money Order enclosed.
l (Make payable to Waycross Co.)

‘ D Charge my D VISA D MasterCard
| Card No.




Their Ordeal
REWARDED

Story and photos by Joel P. Smith

Joe Klass spent two years in a German

s ome waited three wars and more
than three decades for this one
hour.

Three-hundred and thirty-one
former prisoners of war — the major-
ity WWII veterans — were awarded
the new POW medal recently in an
hour-long mass ceremony at the Pre-
sidio of San Francisco.

VA Administrator Thomas K. Turn-
age and Rep. Barbara Boxer (Calif.)
opened the state’s second POW medal
presentation.

Authorized by Congress in Novem-
ber, 1985, the medal will be awarded
to POWs who served honorably and
were captured after April 15, 1917.

“They were finally shown some
appreciation for what they endured
in the concentration camps,” said
Commander Donald E. Ellis, of the
VFW Department of California’s 15th

stalag.

District.

Ellis and District 15 helped organ-
ize the event, which honored former
POWs from northern California.

“Any time a man lays his life on the
line for his country — that’s worth
something,” said Ellis. “But a POW
put in a whole lot more than that.”

One of the men honored at the
ceremony, Joe Klass, knows. After all,
he bled more than two years of his life
into a German stalag,

A second-lieutenant in the Army
Air Corps during WWII, Klass was
shot down over the Tunisian desert
April 6, 1943.

Until his release April 29, 1945,
Klass languished in infamous Stalag-
luft III, near Sagan, Germany (now
Zagan, Poland).

At the ceremony, he gingerly held
his medal and gazed at its dark relief.

“The medal shows an eagle surround-
ed by barbed wire and bayonets,” said
Klass.

“In the camp, I used to think of us
as eagles with wings clipped. We
weren't supposed to be in a cage, but
there we were.”

Klass remarked, “You had to be
brave just to be a prisoner of war. You
didn’t get there by sitting in a chair at
home.”

“I'm proud to be here with all these
men,” Klass said. “Mostly though, I
feel sorry for the ones who can’t
stand to accept it — the ones who
never made it out of the camps.”

According to medal recipient
George F. Fryett, who said he was the
nation’s first POW in the Vietnam
War, the ceremony was “part of a
healing process” in America.

“I think people here are beginning
to realize that POWs made a unique
contribution,” said Fryett, captured
Christmas Eve, 1961.

“We gave away a valuable part of
our lives.”

Fryett said he was an Army spe-
cialist fourth class assigned to a mil-
itary advisory group in Saigon, seven
miles from where he was ambushed.
He was released June 24, 1962.

The medal’s violent symbolism isn't
lost on Romeo de Fernandez, a WWII
POW who survived the Bataan Death
March.

When a reporter-photographer at
the ceremony asked to photograph
Fernandez's “barbed wire symbol,’
Fernandez rolled up his sleeves.

There, on his scarred wrists, was
the testament to his sacrifice. The
Japanese had bound his wrists with
barbed wire before his forced march
to a prison camp in the Philippines.

“Still, it is very good to be recog-
nized, to be given a medal in this
great presentation,” said Fernandez,
an Army corporal in the Philippine
Scouts when he was captured April
9, 1942,

He was released by the Japanese
Oct. 20, 1942.

POWs living today number about
142,000, according to Martin F. Bles-
key, a veterans’ service officer in the
Veterans Administration San Fran-
cisco regional office. &
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WHERE THE ROAD ENDS,
THE WAR BEGINS

By Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Walter G. Hogan

v F WST. Vice Command-
er-in-Chief, Wally

Hogan recently completed his second visit
to Central America, accompanied by Jr.
Vice Commander-in-Chief James Kimery.
This is his report to VEFW members.

I listened intently as the young Guate-
malan infantry officer, recently returned
from the combat zone in the mountains
north of the capital city, described to me
the frustrations of fighting a hardened
guerrilla force with limited resources.

As he spoke, his voice rasping from an
earlier bullet wound to his throat, the five
young lieutenants and captains who had
also come to meet with me nodded their
heads in agreement.

I could see in their eyes the hope that, as
one who also had experienced the rigors of
combat, I would understand their needs
and their loyalty to their soldiers.

“Yes, our weapons and equipment are
old and worn out,” said the captain. “But
what we desperately need are simple, basic
items that will help us stay in the field and
fight. Batteries, insect repellent, medical
supplies and transportation.”

He paused for a few moments, reflecting
on the gruelling combat patrols and weeks
and months in the field. “We are not in
defensive positions,” he said. “We are on the
offensive, patrolling and moving among
and working with the people. There are few
or no roads, and the area is dangerously
mined by the guerrillas.”

As he described the indiscriminate maim-
ing and death caused by the mines to
farmers and soldiers, he soldiers, he
stopped speaking for a moment.

Obviously saddened, he again began to

speak, a little more slowly but with greater
intensity. “One of my soldiers who stepped
on one of those awful mines died because
we could not evacuate him in time — no
roads, no helicopter,” said the captain
shaking his head.

The next morning, when I met with the
U.S. ambassador to Guatemala, James H.
Michel, my experience of the previous
night’s. meetings with the young Guate-
malan soldiers took on special meaning. I
was to accompany Ambassador Michel to
the start of a major road-building project
in an areathat had previously had guerrilla
activity. Guatemalan President Vinicio
Cerezo, who ordered the project, would
officiate at the ceremony.

The humanitarian aid
provided to the
== Nicaraguan Freedom
== Fighters by the U.S. is
vitally important to
them. It is their lifeline.

Ambassador Michel discussed the Guate-
malan efforts to enhance the nation’s image
as a major emerging democratic nation in
Central America. He spoke of the nation’s
efforts to improve the economic and social
well-being of the people, and he spoke of
their efforts to overcome charges of human-
rights violations.

“These road-building projects of Presi-
dent Cerezo are extremely important,” said



Ambassador
Michel. “It’s obvious that where
the road ends, the war begins.”

I thought about the young captain and
the soldier who died because there was no
road and no helicopter.

Later that morning, accompanied by
Ambassador Michel, we arrived at the
project at San Pedro La Laguna. I listened
as President Cerezo detailed the import-
ance of the road project to Guatemala and
the people of the small community at San
Pedro.

I thought of how much we in America
take freedom and democracy for granted.
The nations of Central America are strug-
gling to ensure that they remain free and
independent. The presence of the Com-
munist-inspired regime in Nicaragua, how-
ever, makes them uneasy and feel very
much threatened. I could sense this uneas-
iness as [ talked to officials in Guatemala,
El Salvador and Costa Rica.

A few days earlier, I had been in Costa
Rica and spoken with the U.S. ambassador
to Costa Rica, Deane R. Hinton. He described
Costa Rica as a beautiful country, with
people proud of their democratic traditions
and their president, Oscar Arias, whose
efforts to bring peace to the region earned

e e
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Guatemala City — VFw
Senior and Junior
Vice Commander-in
Chief Wally Hogan
and James Kimery
respectively chat
with U.S. Ambassa-
dor to Guatemala
James H. Michel (right)
priortoboardinga U.S.
Army Blackhawk heli-
copter for a visit to the
road-building project at
San Pedro La Laguna.

him a Nobel Peace Prize.
He noted, however, that
those peace talks between
the Sandinista government
in Nicaragua and the Nicar-
aguan Resistance remain at
an impasse.

In the past year,  have made two visits to
Central America. In that time, military aid
to the Nicaraguan Freedom Fighters has
been stopped by a narrow vote in the
House. While negotiations between the
Sandinista government and Nicaraguan
Freedom Fighters are stalemated, the
Freedom Fighters languish in camps and
subsist on limited humanitarian aid which
will end this March.

The humanitarian aid provided to the
Nicaraguan Freedom Fighters by the U.S. is
vitally important to them. It is their lifeline.
This was apparent during my visit to a
Nicaraguan Resistance Recuperation Cen-
ter in Costa Rica, where young men injured
or wounded in the fighting in Nicaragua
receive medical treatment in highly-rated
Costa Rica medical facilities. Field com-
manders at the center asked me to take
back to the American people a plea for
continued U.S. humanitarian aid. These
commanders view continued U.S. aid as
the only reason the Sandinistas have not
broken off peace talks completely. Even
though the talks are stalled, the command-
ers feel U.S. aid and recognition give the
Sandinistas reason to talk.

continued on page 60
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; cial language of the Uni-
ted States is, and chances are the
reply would be English, but this is
.wrong, because this country has no
official language. :

- Reason for the respondent’s incre-
dulity probably is that for decades

“the ability to read, write and under-

c1txzenshlp among the foreign-born.

: Many in this countrybelieve English
should be the official language and
are trying to do something about it.

ing English their 'official language.
- Some states that acted in this matter
in the last election are Florida and

acted in 1986.
- Over the past few years, several

" | US. Congress. In 1987 and 1988, 15

| English as the official language of the
| United States. Lest you think those
| introducing bills were not serious,
consider that six of these bills were
- | designed to establish English as the
official language by amending the
Constitution. However, nothing of sub-
stanfte happened, and the bills died
. 1n committee.

"Some of.the members of Congress
who submitted bills to this end are
Sen. Larry Pressler (S.D.) and Reps.
| William S. Broomfield (Mich.), Clar-

"ence E. Miller (Ohio), Norman D.
'| Shumway (Calif.) and Virginia Smith
(Neb.). When he was in the Senate,

‘| The VFW, believing it is time for the
nation to act, passed. Resolution 105

dating the VFW leadership: to seek
legislation that would'make English

sk: anyone‘ what the offi-

| stand English was a requirement for.

Several states have adopted bills mak-

- | Arizona, to nameJust afew. Cahfomla :

| bills: were “introduced to establish

-S.I. Hayakawa authored a similar bill.

at the 89th National Convention man- -

Congressional action in the form of
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'En.glish /'ig-glish /
- n1a: our official language

the official language of this country.

A great deal of opposition to the
Official Language Movement has been
generated. Much of the opposition
comes, in the words of former Sen.
Hayakawa, “from militant ethnic or-
ganizations such as the League of

United Latin-American Citizens, the.
Japanese-American Redress Commit-

tee, the Chinese for Affirmative Ac-
tion, and the like. Each of these is
organized to fight against the injus-
tices suffered, or about to be suffered,

by. the ethnic groups they claim to
represent. Naturally, the reaction of |

such organizations is to view any new

idea with suspicion and fear.” ‘
Itis not just the ethnic groups that

oppose the efforts, however. Some of

the. opposmon comes from well-mean-

-~ attempts also have been made in the -

By Raymond N. Price
VFW Director of Americanism

ing, but uninformed people who argue
that making English: the official lan-
guage would be unfair and detrimen-
tal to the welfare of people in this
country who do not speak English.
Most of this opposition probably orig-
inates from misconception and fear.

Many who oppose English as the
official language maintain its estab-
lishment would eliminate the many
bilingual programs in this country.
Most often, they cite such programs
as bilingual education of non-English
speaking children. This is simply not
true, for none of the bilingual pro- -
grams have been discontinued in any
of the states that have made English
their official language, and none are
expected to be.

: oontinued on page 60
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 VETERANS

he homeless veteran is a major

concern of the Veterans Admin-

istration, the VFW and other vet-

erans’ organizations.

To put the VFW on record on this issue, the 89th National Convention
passed Resolution 618 that called for the organization’s participation in
aiding homeless veterans and urged that the VA, the Departments of Health
and Human Services and Labor and other federal, state and local agencies

provide services and viable employment training to those veterans.
Continued on page 27
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‘he VA has several programs and
initiatives to assist homeless
velerans, plus those geared to
preventing them from ending
up on the streets. '
 All were adopted or proposed
with vigorous VFW support.
M One authorized under Section
9 of the Veterans Home Loan
Hogmm Imprm)mems Act of 1987, permits
' the.VA to sell JSoreclosed properties for use by
. homeless veterans to state and local agencies
and certain non prqfat organizations that
work on behalf of the homeless,
B Public Law
99570 eliminates ~ What’s Bemg

theneedforaVA - Done to Help

bemeficiary to
have a fized ad- the Homd?ss

dréss in order 1o~ Veleran?.
send a compensa-
tion or pension check.
W The VA Working Grozm on Homelessness
has been established to coordinate VA policy
and address 1issues concerning the homeless.
A special task force is developing plans to deal
with homeless Vet Cenler clients.
W Jobs for Homeless Veterans Initiative
links the VA, Department of Labor and the
Social Security Administration in a ten-city
model program in which veterans’ organiza-
tions will sponsm'ﬂ homeless persons and help
them use resources for their rehabilitation,
with job placement the goal.
W The VA provided $100,000 for a nine-city
initiative lo address comprehensive care, re-
habilitation and non-institutional housing
Sor the chronically mentally ill — many of
them homeless.
W Public Law 1006 promded the VA 85
million for the Homeless Chronically Mentally
[l Veterans Program to provide community-
based psychiatric residential treatment fa-
cilities. An_additional 85 million for the
program through Sept. 30 of last yearhas been
Whereas, extended by Congress.

TEE . A The 1987 Supplemental Ap tions

the existence of a homeless population in the zl of 1987 Wm’;’;d $15 mmfzm mnvm
United States is a national disgrace underused VA hospital space to domiciliary
and having a homeless veteran population is a ;‘ZZ ;z';f or evigiis wmms’ Priwartiy the
grave embarrassment to an organiza-

tion of veterans . . .

HH ATY fI* NEW
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Continued from page 25

The resolution urged further that
“state legislatures, governors and
mayors identify and provide domicil-
iary care and treatment to homeless
veterans, providing them with appro-
priate medical and psychiatric care
and, when warranted, place them in
community residential treatment set-
tings and that legislation be estab-
lished for the continuity of the care
and treatment of homeless veterans.”

No one knows how many homeless
veterans there are. Estimates of the
total homeless population range from
250,000 to ten times that number.
The VA estimates about 30% of that
total have served in the Armed Forces.

Since New York, the nation’s largest
city, probably leads in the number of
homeless persons, it is appropriate
that the VFWis active there in assist-
ing homeless veterans.

VFW in New York

Takes the Lead

ast Commander Ralph De

Marco, of the Department of

New York, is active on the com-

mittee on the homeless headed
by Councilman Abraham Gerges.
Other veterans’ organizations are
represented also.

De Marco says the committee has
made some progress, but it has been
found that many of the homeless are
mentally ill, while others are well
educated but drug-addicted.

“Many of them have college de-
grees,” De Marco says. “Some have
regular jobs and leave the shelter in
Queens each morning with briefcases.
They live in the shelter because they
cannot afford the high rents for apart-
ments. Mayor Ed Koch suggested the
other day that they pay rent, and
that did not set well.

“The Queens shelter for veterans
only opened a year and a half ago,
and we would like to get them out of
the shelter and into private housing
such as some of the empty apart-
ments that the city owns,” De Marco
says. “But it will cost a lot of money,
and the committee wants to see what
can be done to coordinate action for
federal, state and city funds.”

VFW Posts in the area have been
active also, De Marco says, in provid-

ing clothing, televisions, video-cas-
sette recorders and often entertain-
ment for the homeless veterans in
the shelters.

“This is not a problem, of course,
Jjust for New York; most other large
cities have the same conditions, but it
seems that more of the homeless are
drawn to New York,” De Marco says.

The number of homeless men var-
ies. Some city officials estimate their
number at 10,000 with perhaps a
third of them veterans. Chances are
that no one can give an exact figure
because of the transient lifestyle of
the homeless.

But one thing is certain: homeless
veterans served their nation in uni-
form yesterday, and today they need
help.

ho is the New York City home-
less veteran? He is overwhelm-
ingly male. He is likely to be
black or Hispanic. He is prob-
ably between 24 and 45. He almost
certainly served in the U.S. Army, al-
though a verysmall percentage served
in the Marine Corps, Air Force and
Navy. He usually has a high school or

general education (GED) diploma.
He definitely is not stupid. If he is
given the opportunity to have a more
productive life, he will take it. What
keeps him from maintaining it is his
drug or alcohol dependency or his
emotional problems.

The mission of the Veterans Admin-
istration is to “ensure that (veterans)
receive the care, support and recog-
nition (they have) earned in service
to this nation.” Every agency employee
is required to “serve America’s veter-
ans...with dignity and compassion.”
Homeless veterans are not exempt
from that mandate.

Some VA employees in New York
City visit shelters to inform homeless
veterans of benefits they might be
entitled to; others search the many
soup kitchens, alleyways and Skid
Row areas of the city for physically or
mentallyill veterans to enroll them in
health-care programs designed espe-
cially for them.

Some drug- or alcohol-addicted
veterans are given the chance to
participate in detoxification pro-
grams. Some, eligible for education
benefits, are offered the opportunity
toreturn to school. Others are taught
basic living skills, such as cooking
and cleaning.

illie Stewart and Eloy Alicea,
veterans benefits counselors
at the New York VA Regional
Office, both grew up in the
streets of New York. Both visit shel-
ters throughout the city on a regular
basis, and both relate to the veterans
with the firm and compassionate
toughness of a caring brother or par-
ent. As benefits counselors, their job
is to determine whether the veterans
are eligible to receive entitlements
and to help them apply for their
benefits. “I always say to them a

Continued on page 29
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Whereas,
Sederal and state agencies have not adequately
attempted to identify and to overcome
the barriers which contribute to homeless veterans &
not receiving or benefiting from
health services . . .
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Continued from page 27
winner never quits, and a loser never
wins,” said Stewart.

One of the shelters on Stewart’s
beat is run by the Salvation Army in
Queens. One of 18 city shelters visited
by the counselors, it is the only one
strictly for veterans. By general con-
sensus, it is the cleanest and most
liveable of all New York City’s shelters.
With a portable laptop computer
that can access thousands of VA
records, Stewart is able to interview
an average of 20 veterans per visit.
“The computer enables me to find the
details of each veteran’s claim without
having to carry the files around with
me,” Stewart said.

Stewart has been with the VA more
than a year and has worked in social
services all his adult life. He has been
deputy director of the East Harlem
Community Corporation, a poverty
program, and the director of com-
munity affairs at North General Hos-
pital, formerly the Hospital for Joint
Disease.

During the hot summer months,

most veterans don’t want to be inside
the overcrowded shelters. Stewart
goes out in search of them. “I'll go to
the park. I know where they hang
out,” said Stewart. “Sometimes I'll
talk to them right there in the park or
on the street, and I'll get information
from them right there. Sometimes
they don’t want to give me any infor-
mation about themselves, so well
have a little talk. They get to know
me. And in talking to them, I'll say,
‘Well, when you go back in to the
shelter, meet me there next time.
They know when I'm coming.”

A native New Yorker, Stewart grew
up in Harlem. He quit high school,
then went back and got his diploma,
and went on to Queens College. “I
know what it’s like to get out there
and kick and scratch to get what you
want. And I don’t care whether I'm
sanctified for what I do. I do this
work here at the VA because I like to
do it. We're helping people. There’s
great satisfaction knowing that,”
Stewart said.

“Get him out of the streets”

licea was raised in the tough
Bedford-Stuyvesant area of
Brooklyn. He promised himself
that his own kids would never
grow up in the streets. Now, two of
his children are in college and one is
in the Air Force. “This city has taught
me how to use my common sense in
life. If I can help a veteran in any way
to get him out of the streets and
improve his life, I will,” he said.

A Vietnam combat veteran, Alicea
learned about VA benefits when he
was an Army recruiter stationed in
Syracuse and Pittsburgh. He was re-
sponsible for briefing servicemen
about VA benefit programs 90 days

before they left the military. His beat
is primarily the Brooklyn shelters. He
also visits the East 3rd Street shelter
in Manhattan, run by the city’s Human
Resources Administration (HRA).
The old red brick building on East
3rd Street is in New York’s dreary
Bowery district. The waiting room is
filled with homeless men waiting to
be interviewed. They're used to wait-
ing. Often listless and malnourished,
they have no place else to go. They've
come for a bath, a meal and clean
clothes. The drone of a single large
fan lulls the men into a semi-stupor
in the oppressive heat of a New York
summer. An HRA social-work super-

visor interviews each of the men. All
the veterans are referred to Alicea.
Although East 3rd Street may be the
end of the line for some, for veterans,
it can be the gateway to a better life.

The problems of homeless veterans
are many and varied, and there is no
one profile that fits them all. At East
3rd Street, Alicea regularly meets
veterans like Leroy and Domingo (not
their real names).

Leroy, an Army veteran, said he
had a job as a security guard, but
when his employer found out he was
living at a shelter, he was fired from
his job. He lived for awhile with his
brother but was thrown out because
of his drug addiction.

Domingo is a Vietnam combat vet-
eran, suffering from post traumatic
stress disorder. He studied accounting
at Queens College for two years. He
has been hospitalized off and on for
13 years. He can’t hold a job. Alicea
obtained proof of both men’s military
service and referred them to the
veterans' job employment center at
the New York VA Regional Office.

Beauregard, one of Willie Stewart’s
cases, repaired weapons and tank
turrets in the Army. Separated from
his wife, he served a two-month jail
sentence for burglary and underwent
drug treatment at Beth Israel Hos-
pital. He says whenever he gets a job
and the employer finds out he was in
jail, he loses the job. With Stewart’s
help, he is now in a longterm drug
rehabilitation program at the Mont-
rose VA Medical Center.

enefits counselors say their most

important mission is to maintain

a liaison with the HRA counsel-

ors and try to identify the vet-

erans. Some veterans are receiving

benefits, and some are not. Some
don’t even know they are eligible.

“I want them to know that we care

about them and most of all that we

want to get them out of the system

Continued on page 30
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‘Continued from page 29 j
and backon their feet,” said Alicea. He
‘often tries to help veterans privately.
" “If they’re getting enough of an income
from their benefits to afford housing,
they might ask me if  know of available
apartments. Same thing with jobs. I
know a couple of people who have
businesses in the area where I live. A
friend of mine is always looking for
veterans. So I refer the vets to him
when I can.”

Alicea says that just knowing the
- VA is “out there” and wants to help
pull the veteran out of that “pool of
homeless people” gives them a sense
* of self worth. “Suddenly the veteran
starts remembering and relating to
things that were important to him,
and he might say, ‘Hey, what am I
doing here? How did I get here? I
gotta get out of this situation because
I don’t want to live like this anymore,””
he said.

. In making his rounds, Alicea prefers
the Bellevue shelter in Manhattan-
because of the way it takes care of -
elderly veterans. “People at Bellevue.
are mostly older, and they are com-" .
pletely alone. The attitudes of the'
older men are different from the
younger ones. They have no family.

Many are truly disabled. They cooper-

ate with us. Most of them are too old - -
to work. They receive either Social .
Security benefits or what the VA gives -

them. And they are not out to hustle
anyone. Their generation is not on
drugs, although some are alcoholics.”

tewart and Alicea wor"k for Ben
Weisbroth, the veterans services
officer at the New York regional

office. Since the VA provides

information to the many people in
other agencies who work with the
homeless, Weisbroth sees the agency’s
role as one of educat,or to those
orgamzatlons
“Ourbenefits counselors teach HRA
" about veterans programs and serv-
' ices,”said Weisbroth. “Our people also

network with representatives - from
other veterans’' agencies and non-
profit coalitions.”

The city also maintains separate
shelters for women. Not many home-
less veterans are women — only be-
tween 100 and 150 in the New York

homeless shelter systems. “What we
do find is that some women are
eligible for benefits as the widows of
deceased veterans. In one or two
instances, we have found the mother -

of a deceased veteran who was eligible

for benefits based on the death of her
son,” Weisbroth explained.

Welsbroth concluded by saying thai: _

his personal goal is to provide the
information every homeless veteran
in the city needs to better his or her
life. ; :

“We have to let them know about - .
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_our alcohol and drug treatment pro-

grams and our education benefits,” he
. said. “Those who can benefit from
rehabilitation should be put in detox-
ification pregrams. They should get
used to living on their own again and
then get out of the system. Those

veterans who 31mply cannot be re-
habilitated should be given- a clean,
dlgnlﬁed surroundmg in which to live.
If we can separate those who can be
helped from those who can’t and help
them to live their lives with dlgmty, ‘
" then we will have accomphshed some-
thing great.”
While the New York reglonal ofﬁce !
provides benefits and services to eligi-
ble homeless veterans, other New -
York VA facilities are working to-pro-
vide them with quality medical care.




he New York VA Medical Center
in Manhattan is one of 43 VA
facilities nationwide funded by
Congress to seek out, treat and
rehabilitate homeless veterans who
are diagnosed as “chronically mentally
ill. (See sidebar: VA’s Homeless Chron-

ically Mentally Ill Veterans Program.)

The American Psychiatric Associa-
tion defines this as a mental illness
that lasts for at least six months or
more. In New York City, it is estimated
that about 700 single, homeless male
veterans are chronically mentally ill.
No homeless veteran, mentally ill or
otherwise, is turned away by the
medical center. Since July, homeless
veterans are able to visit a “drop-in
center” at the VA Medical Center’s
outpatient clinic, where they can walk
in off the street without an appoint-

ment.

Louis Barnadas is coordinator of
the Homeless Chronically Mentally I11
Veterans Program. A social-work grad-
uate of Fordham University, he and
another graduate social worker visit
city shelters regularly to determine

what veterans need, socially, medically
and psychologically.

One of Barnadas’s first cases was
that of a veteran who had lived in
New York’s Central Park for five years.
After working with him for awhile,
Barnadas finally persuaded the vet-
eran to get treatment at the hospital.
“We try to encourage them to come
here for treatment,” he said. “Often we
link them up with longer-term psychi-
atric-care facilities within the VA hos-
pital system at Montrose and North-
port in New York or the East Orange

i
medical center in New Jersey. We act
like a conduit to help veterans find
the kind of medical treatment they
need.”

he Manhattan “drop-in” center
is not the only one the VA runs
in New York. A far more elabor-
ate program is underway at the
Brooklyn VA Medical Center.

On May 13, 1988, the Brooklyn
VAMC officially opened The Outreach
and Rehabilitation Center for Home-
less Veterans (TORCH) at the medical
center’s outpatient clinic. The out-
reach program is a daytime drop-in
clinic for veterans who come in off the
street or are referred from other
shelters, particularly the Queens vet-
erans’ shelter. For many homeless
veterans, TORCH has lit the light of
life.

Zelda Foster, chief of social work
for the Brooklyn medical center, says
veterans have generally tended to
“fall through the cracks” of community
and institutional health-care services.
They have been reluctant to seek or
accept traditional treatment services
and often have refused the health
care they need. “We have been working
for over a year to establish linkages
with other public and voluntary agen-
cies. We are especially collaborating
with the city’s Human Resources Ad-
ministration, the Coalition for the
Homeless, and the U.S. Department of
Labor,” she said.

The Project TORCH team includes
amedical doctor, a nurse practitioner,
anursing assistant, arecreation ther-
apist, a psychologist, a vocational
rehabilitation specialist and two social
workers. Together they provide a com-
prehensive rehabilitation program,
with the social workers as the case
managers. In addition to general med-
ical care, the drop-in center has treat-
ment resources at the Brooklyn VAMC
for alcoholism and drug detoxifica-
tion, mental hygiene, a day hospital, a

Continued on page 32
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Continued from page 31
housing clinic and a psychoeduca-
tional family treatment program.

The veterans seem relaxed and at

home at the cheerful center. It is
freshly painted in bright colors, with
numerous artworks on its walls. It
has a nurses’station, recreation room
and a fully stocked kitchen. There is a
feeling of camaraderie among the
veterans. and a. very real sense of
warmth and hospitality on the part of
the staff who run TORCH. Innovative
programs like Mike Fruchter's cooking
class provide an extraordinary exam-
ple of the belief in the human spirit
and in patience and loving care.
. Fruchter, a recreation therapist,
did an internship at the Brooklyn
medical center three years ago, liked
it and decided to come back when he
heard about Project TORCH. He is
also professionally trained as a master
chef. “I taught the vets how to make
eggplant parmigiana. It costs about a
dollar and feeds about 12. I taught
them how to select an eggplant and
how toslice it. I showed them how to
buy a bag of dough for a dollar, take
about half of it, Work the dough and
make pizza for a dozen people,” said
Fruchter. “We use canned tomatoes
and some cheese we got from the
Department of Agriculture’s surplus
stock. Sometimes people donate food,
and we also have a small petty-cash
fund.” :

The cooking club is one of the key
resources of the TORCH program.
Not only does Fruchter teach the
veterans some skKills in meal prepara-
tion and how to prepare nutritional
meals for themselves, he also teaches
them what he calls his main goal —

- social skills. He creates an atmosphere
where the men work with each other

- to prepare meals, set the table, eat
together, clean up and generally take
responsibility for themselves and for
each other. “When we're through,”
said Fruchter; “the place is spotless,
and they did it all.”

A visitor can easily. observe the

great pride the veterans experience
in their newly learned abilities. They've
done a creative and productive thing
together, and their eyes reflect that
accomplishment. Where once there
was hopelessness, a light has been
turned on, and a spark has been
rekindled.

Because mahy of the men may
eventually live in small one-room effi-
ciencies, the only cooking implement
a hotplate or electric frying pan,
Fruchter shows them how to make
inexpensive, nutritious, one-dish
meals. “It’'s very encouraging. I see
them coming in the beginning with
long faces, frustrated and discour-
aged. After a while they start to
develop a sense of motivation and

goals. They become focused, less iso-
lated. It's more like a family here,”
Fruchter said.

Fruchter’s first step was to build an
interdependent, supportive network
among regular visitors to the center.
Then, as part of the team, he began to
work with the veterans on a one-on-
one basis in an effort to support their
rehabilitation goals. Some of these
goals are family reconciliation,. job
training and preparing them for work.
Said Fruchter: “Some of the men tell
me they now feel confident that they
can go out and apply for a job as a
kitchen helper. I tell them, ‘Hey,
remember to say where you got your
experience.””

Social Rehabilitation is the Goal

enrietta Fishman, a social work-
er with a master’s degree in
social work from Columbia Uni-
versity and supervisor in the
social work department of the Brook-
lyn medical center at Poly Place, coor-
dinates the Project TORCH program.
Fishman points out that TORCH is
an ambulatory arm of a domiciliary
being prepared at the St. Albans Ex-
tended Care facility in Queens. The
domiciliary will be a 50-bed (semi-
private room), transitional, therapeu-
tic community-type facility with heavy
emphasis on social rehabilitation for
homeless veterans, who will stay for a
period of up to six months. "
“We have a very aggressive outreach
program,” said Fishman. “We go to
four shelters each week. We make
announcements in each one, putting
up signs in advance, saying that social
workers are coming from the VA’s
Project TORCH to meet with veterans.
And the word gets out even further

because the men don’t always remain
in one shelter. They move around a
lot. Also, other health-care providers
in the field know about us, and we
know about them, and there is a lot of
linkage.”

Many ofthe veterans they see are in
poor physical condition and have
psychiatric problems as well. A vet-
eran arrived from the Queens shelter
who was a diabetic and insulin de-
pendent. “It was his first visit, and I
think hell come back. If he doesn't
we're going to go out with a butterfly
net and try to get him back. We try to
track them, but we're not always
successful,” said Fishman.

At TORCH, goals for veterans are
set in short-term increments — what
they can do today, then tomorrow
and then a month later. “These are
incremental steps. We can say to
them, today you will be involved in
cooking skills, and you are going to
have an instant success because you
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n February 1987, Congress at VFW
urging appropriated $5 million to the
VA for treatment of homeless veterans
who were chronically mentally ill.
Twice since then funding has been
extended.

The VA identified 43 sites to imple-
ment the Homeless Chronically Mental-
ly Il Veterans Program in rural and
urban settings based on the size of the

veteran population; availability of local agen-
cies working with the homeless, and VA
support facilities, especially psychiatric and
medical diagnostic and treatment resources.
The program is designed to identify homeless
veterans who are :
chronically ill, pro
vide them witn VA'S Homeless
medical and psy-  Chronically
chiatric treatment,  Mentally Il

and place them in
e B A Veterans Program
ment facilities.

Local HCMI program coordinators contract
with residential care facilities to provide
active therapy. Treatment of the homeless is
monitored by VA outreach clinicians to insure
continuity of care. While costs vary from site to

‘site, the average cost per day for treatment is -

Just over $30, considerably less expensive than
VA medical center care.

Since the program’s inception, more than
11,000 veterans have been contacted by HOMI
outreach workers, and more than 1,000 have
been placed in residential care facilities.

A report on the status of the HCMI program
was to be delivered to Congress on December 15
but has been delayed.

Who Are Homeless Veterans?
Intake assessment interviews revealed the
Sollowing profile of the HCMI veteran.
31%  Reported combat experience

" 1.7%  Reported to have been POW
37.8%  Served during Vietnam Era

' 82%  Completed high school

44%  Skilled or higher-level occupation
75%  Homeless more than a month
50%  Homeless over six months
97%  Unmarried, divorced or separated
45%  Reported serious medical problems

Whereas,
recent surveys and studies reveal a high per-
centage of homeless to be veterans, not
only in large metropolitan areas but in smaller
rural areas as well . . .




are going to have lunch. And they
learn how to do something construc-

tive and build on these small suc-
cesses,” said Fishman.

Jobs Give Homeless Dignity

er longterm goals are to enhance
the quality of life of homeless
veterans, some of whom may
never be able to enter the work
force. By finding the level of care that
is best suited for them, independent
living, an adult home or supportive or
supervised living arrangement such
as the domiciliary, TORCH offers many
homeless veterans an opportunity to
live their lives with respect and dignity.

Fishman has the most hope for
younger men in their 20s or 30s who
have not been in the system too long.
With sufficient supervised and struc-
tured work, they have the greatest
potential for rehabilitation. “Many of
the vets are in the unskilled labor
market. We have moved away from
the factories and into service indus-
tries today. It’s a combination of link-
ing them up with whatever job train-
ing they need and giving them suffi-
cient support and help, physically
and emotionally,” she said.

Most veterans at Project TORCH
have some work history. Social work-
ers try to identify their strengths and
work on some of the problems that

have put them in their situation. Says
Fishman: “Because they often go out
and get a job, and then lose it, they fall
into a vicious cycle, with a constant
sense of losing. Some need to have
substance-abuse treatment. Maybe it
doesn’t work the first time. It may
take two, or five or ten times. But we
stay with them. This is a longterm
process.”

The veterans know the TORCH staff
is there for them today and will be
there for them tomorrow. They can
count on the constancy. They learn to
turn to each other for support, which
the staff reinforces. Fishman feels
that veterans are different from the
rest of the homeless population. “I
think it is part of the military envi-
ronment they bring with them, the
buddy system. These men have the
military in common, and some close
bonding develops. That is something
we really have going for us at the
Veterans Administration,” said Fish-
man.

Since June, 1987, Project TORCH
has served approximately 600 home-
less veterans. Social workers have

made over 100 employment referrals
which have led to jobs. Thirty-nine
veterans were referred to the Brooklyn
VA Medical Center for employment
there.

None of the Project TORCH workers,
or the benefits counselors, or those
who work on the program for the
mentally ill have any illusions that the
problems of veterans’ homelessness
in New York City can be solved easily.
Yet each time they see a homeless
veteran, they are mindful of the VA's
mission — to treat that veteran with
dignity and compassion, and to give
them the care and support that their
service has earned them.

“I don’t believe in miracles,” con-
cluded Fishman. “I think that for the
man who comes in here hungry, who
has not had a bath and is wearing
filthy, torn clothes, if he leaves here
cleaned up, fed and with some decent
clothes, we did something. We didn't
make a miracle, but we did something
to make him feel better about himself.
In comes your homeless man. He
looks to be at the depths of despair,
the bottom of the barrel, nothing can
be done. I say, something can be done,
even if it's a cup of tea. And just
maybe he’ll come back.” @

This article was prepared by Susan
Scharfman, public affairs specialist
in the VA New York Office of Public
Affairs; James K. Anderson, editor of
the VFW Magazine, and Warren
Maus, managing editor.




¥ his plaintive letter to the edilor
of the VFW Magazine from a '

homeless veterun, B.J. Sawyer,

reminds all VFW members of .
the need to aid the homeless, as

expressed in Resolution 618,
who have served the United

Statés in the Armed Forces..

When he wrote this letter, Dec.

11, he was living in Bijou House.in Colorado

Springs. )
“I am a US. Army veteran. I served at
Camp Casey, Korea, from 15 May, 1964 to 27

April, 1965. Was drafted mto the US. Army 3

Dec., 1963. As 1
write this letter,
also I have been
homelessandlive @ Homeless
outdoors two years Veteran
and nine months.

“When I was
homeless and weni lo the VA, they left me
outdoors. B.J. Jordan is 59 years old and she

is an Air Force veteran. After B.J. Jordan lost

her VA benefit [no explanation given by
Sawyer for this] she was made homeless
again. Me and B.J. Jordan slept under the
same bridge once. 1 slept al the center of the
bridge and she slept at the end of the bridge.
“Don 't understand VA who would make a
woman homeless and on the street to live.

“I never fought in any war. Vietnam was -
heating- up when I was stationed at Camp
Casey, Korea. There are homeless veterans
and homeless Vietnam veterans also. Is this

the thanks we get from President Reagan and
Vice President George Bush for serving our
country?

“Presently, | am indoors and on Social
Security disability. When George Bush becomes
President, I hope and pray George Bush will
be confronted with homelessness in our coun-

try, including homeless velerans and home-

less Vietnam veterans also.”

An Appeal from 3

Whereas,
presently homeless veterans who are chronic-
ally mentally ill, because of the unique
nature of their mental illness are denied appro-
priate medical and psychiatric care . . .
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Now

AGENT ORANGE COMP

VFW Service Officers Stand Ready To Help

I fyou were exposed to Agent Orange

during the Vietnam War, you may
be eligible for some of the money
chemical companies agreed to pay
veterans who served in or near that
Southeast Asian country.

Now that appeals have been com-
pleted since the companies agreed to
an out-of-court settlement in 1984, a
manual for assisting Vietnam vete-
rans and their families has been pre-
pared by Kenneth R. Feinberg, the
special master for the federal court
in New York where the case was
heard by Judge Jack B. Weinstein.

Since then, the $180 million the
companies agreed to pay has grown
to $240 million.

The fund’s allocation is $170 mil-
lion for the Agent Orange Veteran
Payment Program, $52 million for the
Agent Orange Class Assistance Pro-
gram, $4.5 million for the Australian
Distribution Plan, $500,000 for the
New Zealand Distribution Plan and
$13 million for the plaintiffs’ attor-
neys’ fees.

Under the plan developed by an
advisory group of Vietnam veterans,
plus suggestions from individual vet-
erans and their organizations, the
court decided to use the largest part
of the settlement to create the $170
million Agent Orange Veteran Pay-
ment Program.

This money will be used to pay
cash compensation to Vietnam vete-
rans who are longterm totally dis-
abled and to the survivors of deceased
Vietnam veterans.

Feinberg's manual gives detailed
information about the payment pro-
gram. Copies may be obtained by
writing him at 901-15th Street, NW.,
Suite 1100, Washington, D.C. 20005.
For further information about the
payment program and to obtain an

_ AGENT ORANGE
ERAN PAYMENT PROGRAM

i

MANUAL FOR ASSISTING VIETNAM
THEIR FAMILIES

application Kkit, call toll-free 1-800-
225-4712.

According to the manual, the appli-
cation materials for the payment
program “are designed to be as sim-
ple and straightforward as possible”
and are accompanied by an instruc-
tion booklet that should aid appli-
cants in their completion.

Since many veterans will turn to
VFW service officers for assistance,
the manual is designed to provide
them with detailed information about
the program and to help them aid
applicants successfully.

Who is eligible?

Eligibility requirements are service
in the U.S. Armed Forces in or near
Vietnam at any time from Jan. 1,

1961 through Dec. 31, 1971. The vete-
ran must be disabled from or have
died from a non-traumatic, non-acci-
dental and non-self-inflicted cause
before his/her 60th birthday.

Exposure to Agent Orange must
have occurred during service in or
near Vietnam. It will be determined
by an exposure test that compares
the veteran’s locations and time of
service in Vietnam with computer-
ized records of spraying missions.

Service in or near Vietnam includes
on the ground in Vietnam, on flight
missions over Vietnam, on boats oper-
ating off the coast of Vietnam and
service in neighboring countries. Vet-
erans whose only service during this
time was in the U.S. or in Europe are
not eligible to participate in the pay-
ment program.

Only veterans of the U.S. Armed
Forces and their survivors are entitled
to payment-program benefits. Army,
Navy, Air Force, Marines or Coast
Guard are spelled out in the manual.
A dishonorable discharge does not
affect a veteran’s eligibility. Civilians
were not part of the plaintiff class
and are ineligible.

Citizens of other countries, Cana-
dians in particular since they may
form the largest number who served
in the U.S. Armed Forces, are eligible
for the program under the same
terms and conditions as Americans.
Two of the lines at the toll-free num-
ber are available to answer questions
Canadian applicants may have.

Because Australia and New Zea-
land government, private compensa-
tion and social services for Vietnam
veterans differ greatly from those in
the U.S., the court set aside the $5
million total for separate portions of
the settlement for those veterans.

Applicants must submit copies of
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the veteran’s DD Form 214, the Report
of Separation, but the original should
be retained since the document can-
not bereturned. In the event that the
original has been lost, the application
kit makes provision for this, and its
instructions should be followed. Four
to six weeks are needed for process-
ing the request for a copy submitted
to the National Personnel Records
Center in St. Louis.

Persons still on active military duty
may obtain copies of their military
records from their units’ personnel
officer, a process that requires about
two weeks.

What constitutes
disability?
==

Disability means that a veteran
must be longterm totally disabled as
defined by the Social Security Act,
since, the court decided this is the
most universally accepted standard.
Its definition is “the inability to engage
in a substantial gainful activity by
reason of any medically determin-
able physical or mental impairment
which can be expected to result in
death or which has lasted or can be
expected to last for a continuous
period of not less than 12 months.”

However, this decision does not
mean that because a veteran has
been denied Social Security benefits
he or she will be ineligible for pay-
ment program benefits. Veterans re-
ceiving Social Security Disability In-
surance or Supplemental Security
Income for disability are considered
totally disabled. Recipients of either
of these two benefits should submit a
copy of their Certificate of Social
Insurance Award.

The program will determine inde-
pendently whether a veteran not
receiving Social Security benefits is
totally disabled within the meaning
of the Social Security Act definition.

The veteran’s period of total dis-
ability must have lasted five months
before he or she can receive benefits
from the payment program. All dis-
ability compensation from the pro-
gram will stop when the veteran’s
disability ends. Also, the veteran must
show the existence of total disability
for each subsequent year of compen-
sation from the payment program. If

the veteran dies during the program’s
life, the surviving spouse or depend-
ent children may be eligible for sur-
vivor compensation.

Higher disability payments will be
made for longer disability periods
and to younger veterans.

How much will a
victim receive?
=3

The veteran who will receive the
most compensation under these guide-
lines will be the one disabled for at
least 15 years as of Jan. 1, 1985, and
remains disabled and under 60 for
the ten-year duration of the pro-
gram. Reasoning is that in a young
population incidence of disease-con-
nected disability is relatively low. A
veteran already disabled as of Jan. 1,
1985, will receive additional compen-
sation for each year of past disability
up to a maximum of 15 years, but
none will be awarded for a period of
disability prior to Jan. 1, 1970. A
veteran turned 60 beforeoron Jan. 1,
1985, is still eligible for a payment for
each year of total disability between
Jan. 1, 1970, and the veteran’s 60th
birthday but is not eligible for pay-
ments for future disability.

Payments will be made on an an-
nual basis, All eligible applicants will
receive an incremental payment for
each year of total disability after Jan.
1, 1985, through the program’s ten-
year life.

RESOLUTION
NoOo. 697

AGENT
ORANGE
PR TRE £ e B

Is compensation
tax_a_t_)le?

Whether compensation will be
taxed has not been announced yet by
the Internal Revenue Service, but the
court has structured the payment
program with the goal of eliminating
any tax effect on recipients.

Special Master Feinberg has worked
and continues to work to obtain a
ruling from the IRS that money dis-
tributed from the program will not be
deemed taxable income, but the IRS
has not issued a ruling yet.

VFW Resolution 697, adopted by
the 89th National Convention has
urged that “any such settlement
monies received as the result of this
class action lawsuit not be counted
as income for the purposes of receiv-
ing public assistance monies and that
legislation be enacted in this matter.”

The manual, issued Nov. 28, notes
that “to be timely, an applicant must
request an application kit prior to
Jan. 1, 1989." The date was extended
in Januaryto March 1,1989. However,
for a veteran who is unaware of a
disabling or terminal health condi-
tion, the deadline for requesting ap-
plication materials is 120 days after
death or discovery of the disability.

Further, the court may waive the
filing deadline if the applicant can
show a good reason for failing to
request application materials within
120 days. In such a case, a veteran
should submit a statement explaining
the reason for the lateness.

All applications for payment must
be submitted no later than the last
day of the program, Dec. 31, 1994.
Also veterans should return the ap-
plication for payment within 60 days
of receiving the Kit.

E. oM B 'NE

BE IT RESOLVED that any such settlement of monies

received as the result of this class action lawsuit not be counted

as income for the purpose of receiving public assistance monies

and legislation be enacted in this matter.
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NEW
TRIMMER/

MOWER

Rolls smooth
and EASY on
two BIG
WHEELS
and front-
mounted
MOW
BALL!

The
EASY
WAY!

TRIMS far easier,
better, more precisely than hand-held
trimmers. Plus, MOWS everything
from whole lawns (even WET!) to tough
waist-high growth with incredible ease!
Rocks, roots, stumps, etc. do it no
harm because the DR has NO STEEL
BLADES to bend or dull. Perfect for
finish up mowing AND trimming after
riding mowers...or, for ALL
mowing and trimming around smaller
properties, vacation homes, etc.

So, WHY [~

HARD
HASSLE |ww

Any Longer

With Hand-held

Trimmers OR

Small-Wheeled .
Mowers Like This =
Please send for complete,
no-obligation details of the

Revolutionary 2-Machines-in-1
DRTM Trimmer/Mower TODAY!

"YES! Please rush complete details about the

I Revolutionary DR™TRIMMER/MOWER '
including prices of Manual and Electric Starting ¢
| Models and Off-Season Savings now in effect. E
Name é
Address §
Lciy E
I State zIP g
°

[ To: COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS
Dept. A6902, Box 89, Cedar Beach Road

LSharoti, Vermont 05445 (802)425-2196
38 VFW: FEBRUARY 1989

—SERVIGE W I NS

How Teamwork Paid Off

Teamwork, afundamental ingredi-
ent of the VFW Service Program,
is unquestionably the reason for the
many successes achieved each year
in the representation of individual
benefit claims before the Veterans
Administration.

The VFW pyramid of service does
not operate in a vacuum. Through
training, publications and other
forms of communication, the VFW
has developed a spirit of cooperation
at all levels of the organization that
really works.

The delivery of quality representa-
tion depends on interaction whether
between Post and Department Serv-
ice Officers or County and the De-
partment Service Officers or the
Department Service Officers and the
National Veterans Service staff in
Washington, D.C. Pulling together is
the name of the game.

Crossing Department lines has be-
come a routine in this spirit of
teamwork. An example of how this
works is this story from the VFW
Department Service Office in Fargo,
N.D.

Earlier this year, Robert Routledge,
a Vietnam veteran rated 70% for a
service connected disability, told his
County Veterans Service Officer he
would be moving from North Dakota
to Las Vegas, Nev. The county official
submitted a change of address form
to Charles Barstad, North Dakota
VFW Department Service Officer,
requesting that the veteran’s VA
claims folder be transferred to the
Reno, Nev., VA Regional Office.

before its transfer to Reno, Barstad
discovered the veteran was not being
paid the additional monthly compen-
sation for dependents to which he
was entitled. Barstad observed that
Routledge had reported his marriage
to Maureen Dixon to the VA in 1975
in connection with VA educational
benefits and had indicated that
Maureen’s two minor children from
a previous marriage were now in his
custody.

For unexplained reasons, the VA
failed to take appropriate action to
adjust the compensation award nor
did it adjust the award after being
informed by the veteran in 1977 of
the birth of his son.

Following these discoveries, Bar-
stad immediately wrote the veteran
explaining the situation. He advised
Routledge to obtain certain depend-
ency information and to seek the
assistance of Donald Mitchell, Ne-
vada VFW Department Service Offi-
cer, as Mitchell would take over
representation because of the vet-
eran’s move to Las Vegas.

When Mitchell learned ofthe case,
he acted quickly to help Routledge
obtain the dependency documents
required by the VA. When the infor-
mation was gathered, Mitchell sub-
mitted it to the Adjudication Division
ofthe Reno VA office. The result was
a retroactive compensation adjust-
ment of $3,000.

Had it not been for the cooperation
of Barstad and Mitchell, this case
could have continued unresolved
for some time. Teamwork really did

During areview of Routledge’s file pay off. ]
TV D!
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to a Firmer Stomach!

Trying to tighten that tummy with back-breaking, pain-making, time-taking
ordinary sit-ups? Stop! Now you can work smarter with Abdomenizer,
the intelligent alternative to sit-ups.

A FIRMER STOMACH IN WEEKS
AND SAFER FOR YOUR LOWER BACK

This revolutionary stomach exerciser targets the proper abdominal
muscles so each and every sit-up is more effective and safer than
ordinary sit-ups with feet locked in place. You get maximum
benefits in minimum time. Have a tonier tummy in weeks!

The Abdomenizer was invented by Dr. Dennis Col-

onello, DC. in accord with the latest scientific know-
ledge of the human anatomy.and biomechanics.
It was designed to produce an automatic pelvic
tilt which better isolates the abdominal
muscles and makes sit-ups safer for
your lower back as well as more
effective.

You know how ordinary sit-ups can torture your
tailbone. Abdomenizer maintains the ideal lumbo
sacral angle reducing préssure on the tailbone. Best
of all, it'’s so simple. The unique rocker mechanism
lets you rock, rock, rock your way to a firmer stomach.

CUSHIONS & CRADLES
LOWER BACK .

Experts agree that ordinary sit-ups not only can
cause friction on your tailbone, but may do more harm

than good. Fatigue and stress to the lower back and
spine could cause injury. The Doctor’s remedy? A
brilliant design that is contoured to cushion and cradle
your lower back and pelvis comfortably.

THREE WAY ACTION

Super effective exercises on the Abdomenizer work
on specific abdominal areas. CURLS work to firm up-
per abdominals. The KNEE-IN position concentrates
on the lower stomach area. But that's not all. The slight
side-to-side motion Abdomenizer creates, activates
lateral obliques. Yes, now you can shape up those love
handles...nobody loves.

COLLEAGUES HAIL
ABDOMENIZER

Dr. Colonello’s colleagues hail the Abdomenizer

with such acclaim as: “..I have been truly amazed at

¢ *the simplicity of the product that yields such dramatic

and consistant results.” and “Clinically we are excited
with this exercise breakthrough.”

Now it's your turn for raving reviews. You can make
every sit-up more effective and safer, too. You can en-
joy a tighter, tonier tummy in weeks. Your Abdomen-
izer includes a .comprehensive instruction manual
which includes recommendations for diet and aerobic
exercise, which are part of a total stomach-reducing

KNEE-IN position works your lower abdominals.

CURL works 0 tighten upper sbdominals.
o e g o oy s o s v MAIL NQ RISK COUPON TODAY — — —

YES! | want the Doctor-di d Abd for a firmer h in weeks. Please send
me Abdomenizer(s) d below. | d that | must be delighted or return it
within 30 days for a full refund (less shipping & handling). JEXTRA RUSH SERVICE: I'm in
a hurry. I'm enclosing an extra $2 for special handling and printing the word "RUSH"’ on
the front of my envelope.

= () ===

CHECK OFFER DESIRED:
O 1 Abdomenizer .. only $19.95 + $3.00 postage

CREDIT CARD CUSTOMERS: CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-255-4321 Ask for operator H-2163

YOU SAVE $5.00 WHEN YQU ORDER TWO!

0 2 Abdomenizers .. only $34,90 + $6.00 postage

YOU MAY PAY IN ONE OF TWO WAYS
O Cash, check or Money Order
(Make checks payable to Abdomenizer)
Total enclosed:
(OH, TN, N.C., add state sales tax—No COD orders please. Cana-
dian Residents: Please send $29.95 + $4 shipping & handling ($6
for COD) to: 56 Rd., Unit 8, Ontario LEW3N4).
0 Visa
O American Express
Exp. Date State Zip
Abdomenizer * Dept. H-2163 * 6 Fitness Quest Plaza * Canton, Ohio 44750

Name

(please print clearly)

City

O MasterCard
O Discover Card
Acct#

>
3
Yy

—— ———————— —

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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Abdomenizer - the Intelligent Alternative to Sit-Ups..
Lets You Rock, Rock, Rock your way

It’s the Original Doctor-developed stomach exerciser you’ve seen on TV!

program. So, get smart. Order your Abdomenizer—the
intelligent alternative to sit-ups—today.

CREDIT CARD CUSTOMERS:
CALL TOLL FREE:
1-800-255-4321

Ask for operator H-2163

Or simply clip the coupon and order by mail.

ORDER AT NO RISK

You risk nothing when you order. You must see
maximum benefits in minimum time...or return it within
30 days for a full refund of your purchase price—no
questions asked. Abdomenizer is also covered by a full
1 year warranty. This is the original Abdomenizer
you've seen on TV. Accept no substitutes. Orders are
pouring in, so please order today for fastest delivery.

©1989 Fitness Quest, Inc. Patented, U.S. #4,752,067
ABDOMENIZER® is a registered trademark
licensed by Fitness Quest, Inc.
Consult your physician before
starting this or any

exercise program.

Three hand positions offer
three graduated levels of
abdominal action.
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hen he was in Vietnam with the

Marine Corps, Past Command-
er-in-Chief Billy Ray Cameron recalled
that the troops could not understand
why the United States had deserted
them.

The remarks of Cameron, the first
Vietnam veteran to be elected VFW
Commander-in-Chief, were made last
October when Post 647, Danville, Va.,
played host to its sixth annual Viet-
nam veterans reunion.

Cameron said that he was 22 when
he was in combat in Vietnam, but the
rest of the men were 18 or 19, and
they called him “Pops”because he was
somewhat older.

Wounded by a mine during the Tet
Offensive, Cameron related that he
was operated on in a hospital in

{ A A e Ao e

Vietnam Vets Gather

Vietnam and again in one on Guam.

“Ilay in the hospital bed and prayed
to the good Lord to save my legs,” he
said. “I said, ‘Lord, if you save my legs,
I will work to help veterans.’ The Lord
saved my legs.”

When he returned home, he said,
the 167 stitches did not hurt nearly so
badly as the demonstrators who greet-
ed him outside the gates of Travis Air
Force Base.

However, “I was inspired to help
veterans and became associated with
the greatest organization in the world,
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the
United States.”

As chairman of the VFW POW/MIA
Subcommittee, Cameron said he has
dedicated himself to helping resolve
the question of POW/MIAs — the

Are You In Parades? Like To Handle ‘“The Merchandise?’

Display & Enjoy Your Medals!

WALNUT STAINED
LIFETIME

TROPHY CASF

becomes in 3 seconds. .. an

Open COLLECTORS TRAY!

Are your brass and ribbons stuffed in a
drawer or shoebox, gathering dust? They

could be gathering compliments in this

designer's TROPHY CASE! Holds your
military awards and mementos. Hangs or
stands, any side up. Great desk or wall con-
versation piece. Instantly, it opens into a
Portable Collectors Tray — and then you
can add, take out or wear medals or awards.
Easy to use. Awards attach easily into lush
backing, with 5/8" clearance between the
glass front for even the bulkiest medals or
awards. No fuss. No tools. No lifting. Lifetime
use! Greait design. Walnut stained
hardwood frame accents your display.

CHECK IT OUT WITHOUT RISK
You'llget a TROPHY CASE that is handsome and
useful with a backing that slips out of its case as
easily as a box of chocolates for a low price. We
guarantee you'llbe delighted with the quality and
value of this item or your money back.

FREE OFFICIAL ORDER OF PRECEDENCE CHART
Every Award, Citation, etc...
$2 VALUE—YOURS TO KEEP FREE REGARDLESS
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F1="% 14" Case

Glenwood Agency, Dept. VF29
32 Wilmoth Avenue, Ardsley, N.Y. 10502

Please rush my 'Trophy Case, Plus FREE Chart of
Precedence. Also send FREE Catalog Sheets
containing 100's of ribbons, minature medals, badges
and patches.
Enclosed is my check O Money Order O
fora 5" x 7" trophy case at $19.45 0
8" x 10" trophy case at $24.95 O
11" x 14" trophy case at $29.45 O

ADD UPS SHIPPING CHARGE OF $4.00 PER
CASE. Must have street address for UPS
delivery. No APO's or Foreign delivery!

Print Name

Address
City
State Zip.

Past Commander-in-Chief Billy Ray Cameron
is welcomed to the speakers stand by Com-
mander Ed Ingram, of Post 647, Danwville, Va.,
host to the sixth annual Vietnam veterans
reunion.

70,000 who did not return from WWII,
the 8,000 who are still missing from
the Korean War and the 2400 unac-
counted for after the Vietnam War.

“Please say a prayer for the missing,”
he said.

Cameron said that Gen. William C.
Westmoreland, former commander
in Vietnam, asked him to “give my
regards to the troops.”

Marine Lt. Gen. Thomas H. Miller,
comparing WWII with the Korean
and Vietnam Wars, said the first was
adeclared one and had public support
while the other two were not waged
to win.

“World War II was a conventional
war, one of survivial, and was fought
to be won at all costs,” he said. “Mili-
tary decisions were made by the mili-
tary professionals. Korea was a con-
ventional war, but “we were guided by
political decisions, and the most for-
tunate thing about it was that we had
no television.”

Miller described the Vietnam War
as a conventional war, but a highly
political one, and like, Korea, officially
called a “conflict” not a war.

“Security was not respected,” he
said. “Businesses wanted higher prof-
its. Military leaders were under very
heavy pressure to produce the great-
est results with the fewest casualties.”




At Last! A Rear-Tine Tiller
Especially for SMALL GARDENS!

“JUNIOR”

If your garden is 30’ x 50’ or less, here’s why it will pay you
to get the full story about the Greatest Breakthrough in rear-
tine tillers in over 50 years!...

o SAVES YOU MONEY! Goes for half the price of larger rear-tine tillers
— which you don’t need for your small-sized garden.

o SAVES YOUR BACK! Forget spading and raking! The “JUNIOR”
prepares your garden in a fraction of the time with none of the backache!

o SAVES HAND WEEDING! Instant, accurate DEPTH
REGULATOR adjusts for shallow cultivation to uproot, chop
and bury weed seeds while you simply guide the “JUNIOR”
up and down between rows.

e SAVES GARDEN SPACE! Narrow 14” tilling width

allows you to plant your rows closer together. Grow more in
less space!

o EASY TO USE! With its tines in the rear and engine out
front, the “JUNIOR” is so well balanced you can handle it
with JUST ONE HAND. Won’t shake you to pieces like
front-end tillers do!

e EASY TO TURN & MANEUVER! Because the “JUN-
IOR” is light and compact (but strong!), you can turn it and
maneuver it in tight places with wonderful ease!

There’s much more to know about this wonderfully
different and better idea in small garden tillers... like how
you can use it to build super-rich soil, no matter what your
soil conditions, for a more successful garden!

Discover the whole TROY-BILT Tiller Line-up
including the small-garden Junior and Pony Models, mid-
size Econo Horse and large-garden Standard Horse, and o e e e e e e s
top-of-the-line 8 HP Professional Model TROY-BILT.

Mail this
coupon
today!

Mail the coupon TODAY for full details, including
prices and special “OFF-SEASON” Savings now in effect!

TROY-BILT Manufacturing Co. Dept. A2827
102nd St. & 9th Ave., Troy, N.Y. 12180

Please send me the whole wonderful story of

©1989 Garden Way Inc. Product available in Canada

I I
I I
I I
} I
|
9,
TORTURE' :t:r';n::)'ngmmm.)m = your Tillers, with Models for every size garden, |
* | Gllrhike theoneshownhere —thetype |  Including prices and OFF-SEASON SAVINGS I
g2 R with the revolving TINESINFRONT | BOW in effect!  piease prim

aad NO POWER to thei iny wheels? |
They shake the living daylights out of Name i
you and make you leave footprints and I i
wheelmarks in the soil. They make gar- | Address I
dening TOO HARD... but the TROY- | |

BILT “JUNIOR” makes it easier and | City
more enjoyable than ever! Send for full i 5 2 |
details TODAY! | State Zip i
|

{ .




WWI Veterans Remembered

Last Veterans Day was the
70th anniversary of World
War I's end, and many
VFW Posts honored former
Doughboys who helped
bring Kaiser Bill to heel.
Although only fewer than
122,000 are still left, many
are hale and hearty, as
some of these pictures
show. But not only does
the VFW pay tribute to
those who have served
their country, it also hon-
ors others who help their
1 communities.

VFW Field Representative Ted Sypko (right) presents a Certificate of Appreciation for 13 years of service to
veterans to Betty Hines, administrative assistant in the prosthetics and sensory aids department at the Kansas
City VA Medical Center.

rEE—————r LR I N A CTION

Post 336, Ordway, Colo., hosted a dinner for veterans
on Nov. 11. Among the guests were World War | vete-
rans Dixon Rhodes, a 45-year VFW member; Louis
Goodrich and Jake Pantel. They are the only surviving
WWI veterans in Crowley County. Behind them is Sr.
Vice Commander Vern Roberts.

Past Commander Ralph Knox, of Post 673, Jasper, Ind.,
receives the POW Medal from Rep. Lee H. Hamilton
(Ind.) in ceremonies in the U.S. Capitol. Knox was cap-
tured in the Philippines in 1942 and spent 40 monthsas a
forced laborer in Japan.
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Rockland. N.Y., County Commander Jerry Lake, cen-
ter, congratulates two charter Commanders, James
McGuinness, left, of Post 126, West Nyack, and William
Burke, of Post 851, Clarkstown, during the two Posts’
double institution ceremony. This marked the first time
in New York Department history that one man, Lake,
organized two Posts in one day, July 7, 1988; applied.for
both Post charters on the same day, July 18, 1988;
received approval of both Post applications on the
same day, July 21, 1988, and held the institution and
installation of officers on the same day, Oct. 2, 1988.
More.than 200 persons attended the event.

commander Don Eichelberger, of Post 4874, Piqua,
Ohio, and Post OD Gary Wagner, present a posthumous
POW Medal to Mrs. Mary Brown, widow of David
Brown, a former POW .in Germany and Post 4874
member who died in 1985. With her are her two sons.

This simulated check for $5,000 represents the amount
raised by Clovis, N.M., Joint Veterans Council througha
“‘walk-a-thon’’ for a new narcotics dog for the police
department. Holding the check are Police Chief Caleb
Chandler, Carrol Huggins, Post 3280 member and
“walk-a-thon’’ chairman, and Alice Huggins, co-chair-
man.

\

P0513541 ,Sterling, Colo., honored these seven surviv-
ing World War | veterans on Veterans Day. They are,
seated, Earl D. Franklin, Sr.; Mike Campbell, William
Sincock-and Roy Walker; and, standing, Truman Lou-
derback,Glenn Morris and Jay Beemer. Beemer at99is
the oldest, while the others range in age from 94 to 92.
Commander Ivo M. Foxhoven presided at the cere-
monies.
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i R BARR S 3 T B S A  SR BARR A
A M E M B E R S H

DIV. |
California
James R. Rowoldt (4)

DIV. IV
Maryland
James M. McGuire (3)

DIV. VIl
Mississippi
Johnnie Sartor

¢

DIV. X
Delaware
Ronald L. Mosher, Jr. (2)

DIV. I
Michigan
Edmund Gucwa (3)

DIV. V
Virginia
Kenneth J. Vitale

DIv. v
North Dakota
James Gorman (2)

DIV. XI
Pacific Areas
Gerald L. Kraus (4)

Decembher Commanders-of-the-Month
Department

s

DIV. Il
Wisconsin
Donald Cunningham (4)

DIV. VI
Louisiana
Ashton J. Dronet (4)

DIV. IX
Rhode Island
Armando Azzinaro (2)

P

Post

DIV. |

Post 1114

Indiana

Calvin Ashley (4)

DIV 11l

Post 6694

Maryland

Edgar J. Woolfenden (3)

DIV.V

Post 194

Maryland

William D. McCallum (3)

DIV. VIl

Post 2380

Florida

Herbert D. Purvis (2)

DIV. IX

Post 4206

Florida

John N. Fabbro (3)

DIV. XI

Post 6805

New Jersey

Edward J. Damiano

DIV. X1l

Post 3839

Minnesota

Clarence Fyhriund (3)

DIV. XV

Post 2993
Kansas

Gordon G. Good

DIV..XVII

Post 4759

Louisiana

Samuel R. Johnson

DIV. XIX

Post 9985

Pacific Areas

J. Tyson Dees (3)

County Council

DIV: |

Erie

New York

Gerred J. Snyder (4)

DIV. 1l

Berks

New York
Bernard Schultz

(Number in parentheses indicates number of times Commander has won this honor.)

DIV. I

Post 1736

Louisiana

James A. Johnson (4)

DIV. IV

Post 2947

Ohio

Craig Swartz (3)

DIV. VI

Post 8334
Nebraska

Dale E. Karloff

DIV. vill

Post 989
Oklahoma

Bill Willhite (2)

DIV. X

Post 5032
Georgia

J.E Land (4)

DIV. Xl

Post 546

New York

John V. Panagakos

DIV. XIV

Post 10081
Maryland

George E. Clark (3)

DIV. XVI

Post 4351

Florida

Edward L. Kelley

DIV. XV

Post 10102

lowa

Robert E. Carroll (4)

DIV. XX

Post 10290

North Carolina
Ulysees Lawson

DIvV. Il

Firelands

Ohio

Craig Swartz (4)

DIV. IV

Medina

Ohio

Floyd V. Weitzel
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—

District

DIV.1 DIV. I DIV. 1l DIV. IV DIV.V DIV. VI

District 7 District 8 District 14 District 3 District 23 District 17

Minnesota Indiana Maryland Kansas California lllinois

Dan Bartholomew (3) Wayne L. Moore (2) John J. Gistedt (4) Bryan Fenton (2) William Tobin Jim Hood

DIV. Vil DIV. vill DIV. IX DIV. X DIV. XI DIV. XIl

District 7 District 10 District 4 District 5 District 3 District 1

Florida Louisiana North Dakota Vermont Delaware Delaware

Frank W. Bower Richard Burgess (3) Wallace Bolte (2) Richard LeMay (3) Charles McGuire (3) Lonnie Ashe

0 rd e r Of Pa ra de Standings are based on per capita tax transmittals received at

National Headquarters through December 31, 1988.

NATIONAL AVERAGE — 87.56%

A NARYEAND 50 oo v e ! 16 0WR, v nan . .89.09 20 Maine vvinen o o Bnielo 000 A3 TeNNessee . . i« viev:s o « 8361
@ Kansas. ", it i ) 16« Indiina & v o o oSN .89.04 30 Newdersey ..........8671 44 Georgia ....iinveens 83.29
3 Louisiana . ... 4 17 Pacific Areas .........8881 D) MISSHBIBN. . i vas os ew 86.46 45 South Carolina ........8272
4 Michigan. . . . ) L PR PRSI S . 88.37 32 North Carolina, . .......8.37 B R Woe » OLH0
5 Wisconsin . ... ! 19 Connecticut . . s oo o s+ ++88.36 88 Alaska ' i \Vy dk dae oo o <8630 WL ISR e il e o' 81.16
6 California . .. ; B KORIICKY - 3 5 s s e o silske 5is 88.02 34 Montana. . .86.22 48 Oklahoma ...........81.09
7 Minnesota . . . : 21 Rhodelsland ,....... .87.70 35 Nevada ...... e OBAE ARSHONNS o oips o i o oieilis 0is 80.97
DI, . i i e ; 22 WYOMING ¢ o'v o/c 39 000 806T 36 Massachusetts ,.......8576 50 PanamaCanal,........ 79.69
9 Virginia ...... ) D -NUHMON . o oo Bt o 87.63 37 Colorgdois o s o  wionies’s 85.40 51 District of Columbia . . ... .79.20
s o TR AR i 24 Washington , .. .......8749 38 Pennsylvania .........8.18 SRCRIADAMAL s s i s e en 78.85
11 North Dakota . ........8952 . R SRR e 87.28 B ANIORR s ne s ...0488 R PR SO 75.71
BREOIID (0 es e v . . 8951 26 New Mexico . .........87.2 40 West Virginia . . .......8477 B0 GEUTODE 2 v is im0 arn 73.61
B8 -Nobivaska ', § if 0l . .4 8985 BV NBWNOTK e i i s oie v s ls 87.12 41 New Hampshire . . ......84.00

14 SouthDakota ......... 89.20 L P e ) . .87.03 42 Arkansas ..... vis o w e 094

Posts of 1,000 Members or More

Recorded as of January 6, 1989
Post 1988-89

Place No. Location Membership

1 1114 Evansville,IN ., ..... 4207 34 641 Columbia,SC,..... 1475 1000 Independence, MO . . . 1243 103 1154 Lafayette,IN, ... .. 1118
2 3579 Park Ridge,IL ... .. . 2553 36 6251 Cheektowaga,NY ., .. 1472 21997 JolietIL. Lt Uy 4o o 142 104 4372 Odessa,TX, ...... 1117
3 5555 Richfield, MN . ..... 2507 36 2529 Sandusky,OH...... 1472 71 9186 San Antonio, TX , ... 1241 105 1857 Oklahoma City, OK , . 1115
4 628 SiouxFalls.SD ..... 2483 38 6796 Dallas, TX........ 1470 72 295 South St Paul, MN, ., 1240 106 1271 Central Falls,Rl , , .. 1112
5 1146 St Clair Shores, Ml , . , 2341 39 2940 W.Seneca, NY ..... 1469 73 733 MasonCity,IA, ., ... 1233 107 10097 Ft Myers Beach, FL . . 1109
6 Rosedale,MD . ..... 2216 40 1989 Indiana,PA ,...... 1456 FA 53851 CarmiIL . . e e 1228 ABT 12160 JAusting NG L .. 1109
r gty = RO T . 2001 41 972 Terre Haute,IN , ... . 1454 75 1865 Kenosha Wil ...... 1221 109 762 FargoND ,...... 1106
§:0008 " AON I 5 s s s ane s 1950 42 8541 SanAntonio, TX. ., ... 1451 76 788 Cedar Rapids,IA., ... 1218 110 4075 Frankfort, KY ..... 1104
9 360 Mishawaka,IN . ..., 1948 43 6874 Lemon Grove,CA .. .. 1442 77 573 Clarksburg, WV , ... 1199 111 8919 ElPaso,TX ...... 1103
10 1273 Rapid City,SD. ..... 1922 44 112 Wichita, KS ., . ..... 1438 78 23 Llebanon,PA...... 1195 111 4848 (Chattanooga, TN ... 1103
1 47 Uniontown,PA , ..., 1885 45 1650 Topeka,KS ....... 1427 79 1003 Jefferson City, MO, . . 1190 113 1720 Grand Rapids, MN , . . 1101
12 40 - Moblie. AL ....... 1864 46 10209 Spring Hill FL, . . ... 1426 80 305 EauClaire, Wl ,.... 1188 114 4903 Tucson,AZ ...... 1100
13 129 Bloomington, MN ,., ., 1859 47 9619 Morningside, MD , , .. 1411 81 1115 Hillsville, VA, ,.... 1186 115 3376 Ephrata,PA ,..... 109
14 1064 Huntington WV ., , ... 1785 48 6694 Dundalk, MD ., ..... 1373 82 4051 Colorado Spgs..CO .. 1183 116 2346 Saugus,MA ...... 1095
15 3382 Kingsport, TN , . ..., 1719 49 1621 Janesville W, ,.... 137 82 137 DuluthMN..,..... 1183 117 1848 Jackson,TN,..... 1092
16 401 Albuquerque, NM , 1697 50 428 SaintCloud, MN, ... . 1359 84 53 Jamestown NY , ... 1181 118 5206 Hendersonville, NC . , 1091
17 1736 Alexandria, LA . 1695 51 891 Asheville, NC .. .... 1358 85 2012 Abilene, TX, . ... S U 119 2743 Norwalk,OH, ..... 1082
18 969 Tacoma, WA ., 1646 52 1326 Bismarck,ND , ... .. 1356 86 5225 West Memphis, AR, .. 1173 120 3074 Lexington,NC , . ... 1079
19 2503 Omaha,NE ., . 1645 53 5632 St. Louis Park, MN 1355 86 7175 Millington, TN , ..., 1173 121 1863 Solon,OH ,...... 1074
20 2290 Manville, NJ, 1639 54 2754 West View, PA 1349 88 6827 St Petersburg, FL ... 1172 122 2947 Fremont,OH...... 1068
21 1275 Lima,OH ... 1611 54 5263 Fort Sill, 0K , . 1349 89 1 Denver,CO....... 1171 123 1435 Spokane, WA ..... 1059
22 283 Kingston,PA , ., 1587 56 3790 Logansport, IN 1346 90 4809 Norfolk, VA . ..... 1170 124 1590 Daytona Beach,FL .. 1056
23 1079 Elyria,OH , ., .. 1580 57 4087 Davison,MI , ., 1336 91 2702 Huntsville, AL , ..., 1169 125 1536 Sayre,PA ....... 1049
23 1599 Chambersburg, PA 1580 58 7330 Oakville,CT . . 1334 92 832 S. Portland, ME . ... 126 5220 OakLawn,IL ..... 1045
25 249 Butler,PA', .. .. 1553 59 2100 Everett, WA , . 1333 83 9400 Sunnyslope, AZ . 127 10017 Ashland, KY ,..... 1043
26 9223 Arlington,CA . . . 1548 60 9083 Baltimore, MD , 1314 94 1990 Greeneville, TN, 5 128 5065 Sheridan, MI, . .... 1042
27 549 Tucson,AZ ,...... 1544 61 447 Albert Lea, MN 1307 95 1693 New Albany, IN 8 129 194 Salisbury,MD , . ... 1031
28 379 Yakima,WA,.... 1531 62 6896 Detroit, MI, . 1304 96 501 Denver,CO... 130 9927 Kettering, OH 1021
29 6975 Bristol, VA . .... .. 1524 63 1432 Salina,KS. . 1302 97 6240 Russell KS. .. 131 673 Jasper,IN . ., 1019
3 W7 JolietdL oo .o 1508 64 3777 Festus,MO . . 1276 98 1475 Amarillo, TX . . 132 9972 Sierra Vista, AZ , ., .. 1011
31 2539 Gulfport,MS . .. . 1500 65 1810 Brentwood, PA 1274 99 2111  Chula Vista, CA 133 1383 Klamath Falls,OR , . . 1006
32 6704 Mechanicsburg, PA , ., 1492 66 4057 Tupelo,MS . ... 1265 100 3982 Santa Clara,CA . 134 8950 Lanham,MD,..... 1005
33 2704 South Omaha, NE.... 1479 67 639 Malden, MA....... 1259 101 3838 Cape Girardeau, 135 2785 Albany,GA . 1004
34 6640 Metairie, LA, . ...., 1475 68 7987 New PortRichey, FL .. 1254 102 7119 Indianapolis, IN 135 1639 Willmar, MN ., .. ... 1004

Aides-de-Camp

The following VFW members have distinguished
themselves by qualifying for the National Aides-de-
Camp, Recruiting Class, award. To be eligible for this
award, a member must collect the dues of at least 50

new and/or reinstated members.

J. Pat Cassidy, Post 9972, Sierra Vista, Ariz.; Don R.
Magana, Post 989, Bartlesville, Okla.; Joseph M.

Sykes, Post 989, Bartlesville, Okla.; Cornelius Drake,
Jr., Post 4262, Columbia, S.C.; Byron Cunningham,
Post 7591, Madison, Wis.; Jack Ottovich, Post 2386,
Fremont, Calif.; Orville K. Tucker, Post 2380, DeLand,
Fla.; Charley Shoemaker, Post 56, Leavenworth,
Kans.; Lewis F. Reed, Post 5452, Ontario, Ore.; Roy C.
Painter, Post 3781, Santa Rosa, Calif.; Robert W.
Turner, Post 5988, Bourne, Mass.; James A. Burns,
Post 2280, Bellevue, Neb., and Roland C. Abare, Post

1019, Albany, N.Y.

Century Award

The following VFW members have distinguished
themselves by qualifying for the Century Award. To
be eligible for this award, a member must collect the
dues of at least 100 new and/or reinstated members.
Byron B. Cunningham, Post 7591, Madison, Wis., and
Maurice Hale, Post 989, Bartlesville, Okla.
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Pain in the

Corns,
Calluses,
Bunions,
Toe cramps

If you suffer from foot pain you
know better than anyone it's no

have corns, calluses, pain in the balls
of your feet, burning nerve endings,
painful ankles, old injuries, backaches,
or just plain sore, aching feet.

Now with SwissCo “FOOT CRA-
DLES” you will look back on suffering
needlessly, and laugh at having put up
with foot pain when you really didn't
have to.

Doctor’s Scientific
Discovery Ends Foot Pain.

A Swiss doctor who specialized
in foot therapy knew that painful feet
needed to be properly supported and
cushioned in any pair of shoes. No one
knew better than he as he watched
his patients try one remedy after
another. Anything his patients
tried never provided long-
lasting relief from pain.

Finally, he set out to
solve the problem himself.
After testing dozens of spe-
cial shoes and insole sup-
ports, he invented the ama-
zingly successful “FOOT CRADLE".

The “Foot Cradle” Insert

A triumph of Swiss inventive
genius! “FOOT CRADLE” weighs less
than one ounce, yet its

your full body weight
while unshackling your
feet from their

p misery.

shoes—sandals,
high heels, sport

Foot Pain Is No
Laughing Matter

balls of your feet

laughing matter! Especially when you

I WA residents add 8.1% state sales tax

Worksinany J !

l Print Name

I Address

shoes, sneakers, i
¥ 712 No 34th Streel Seattie WA 98103
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Fallen\or

sore arches

At Last-Instant Relief!

work shoes, even boots. You won't
even realize you're wearing them. See
for yourself: Test “FOOT CRADLE” in
your shoes entirely at our risk.

How It’s Guaranteed To
Work For You.

Like all great inventions it was
quite simple once he figured it out! The
secret of the “FOOT CRADLE" is in the
unique, contoured design. Just as your
body weight shifts naturally with each
step, so does the CRADLE. It's de-
signed to apply the natural laws of foot
motion to pain-racked feet. “FOOT
CRADLES", handmade from genuine
European leather, easily
slips into any pair of

shoes you own. Once

you start walking or
running, you'll feel the
difference immediately.
Suddenly, you no longer
wince when you walk. The
pain from your corns and
calluses will disappear. WE
GUARANTEE IT. Try “Foot Cra-
dles” for 30 days at our risk. If you
are not completely free of foot pain,
return them for a full refund.

30-Day Risk-Free Trial

SwissCo International, Dept.YVF029
712 No. 34th Street, Seattle, WA 98103

I YES! Rush my “FOOT CRADLE" on the

RISK FREE 30- DAY GUARANTEE.

unique, contoured design I [11 pair for $19.95 plus $1.50 postage handling .
enables it to help support I [ ]2 pair for $37.90 (Save $5) postage handling FREE l

Enclosed is my [ | Check [ ] Money Order
or Charge my | | Visa [ | MasterCard

Card # Exp. date

| Women's shoe size [] Men’s shoe size

1

i
v |
City State Zip J

M GENERAL ORDERS

NATIONAL
HEADQUARTERS

Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the United States

1988-89 Series

1}

General Orders No. 5

The following appointments are hereby announced:
NATIONAL CIVIL SERVICE AND EMPLOYMENT COM-
MITTEE: Members: Walter Imse, Post 1691, Milwaukee,
Wis,; Felix Longoria, Post 6719, Raymondville, Texas, and
Franklin Smith, Post 1736, Alexandria, La. NATIONAL
CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE: Chairman: Richard Trombla,
Post 1174, El Dorado, Kans; Vice Chairmen: James H.
Kennedy, Post 3877, St. Paul, Minn;; Richard L. Kilhefner,
Post 3376, Ephrata, Pa,; James L. Mascola, Post 3580, Blue
Island, IlL; Edwin L. Myers, Post 9814, Fresno, Calif; Ray
Nowak, Post 2940, W. Seneca, N.Y.; Edwood B. Richards,
Post 7234, Ocean View, Del.; Charles Sauer, Post 4290, New
Milford, N.J; Jake Tate, .Jr, Post 647, Danville, Va,, and
James H. Willis, Post 534, Joplin, Mo. NATIONAL LEGIS-
LATIVE COMMITTEE: Members: Roger Sellers, Post 6654,
DeSoto, Kans., and Edward P. Gros, Post 5097, Thibodaux,
La. NATIONAL MARCHING UNITS AND PARADE COM-
MITTEE: Chairman: J. Robert Brady, Post 7090, Pittsburgh,
Pa,; Members: Diamond Blakeney, Post 3937, Long Beach,
Miss.; Henry Majewski, Post 300, Chicago, IlL; Raymond C.
O'Brien, Post 529, Somerville, Mass.; Michael Petrone, Post
226, Bayonne, N.J., and John Wilson, Post 1669, Royal Oak,
Mich. NATIONAL PUBLIC RELATIONS AND PUBLICITY
COMMITTEE: Chairman: John A. Lutz, Post 6640, Metairie,
La; Vice Chairmen: Norman H. Dohn, Post 3477, Athens,
Ohio, and Daniel Dwyer, Post 161, Port Jervis, N.Y.
NATIONAL SECURITY COMMITTEE: Member: Lawrence
Brewer, Post 7340, Cincinnati, Ohio. NATIONAL YOUTH
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE: Members: Adam A. Carmouche,
Post 8852, Alexandria, La., and Landry Saucier, Post 1736,
Alexandria, La. NATIONAL DEPUTY CHIEFS OF STAFF:
Richard R. Pignone, Post 3173, Anaheim, Calif; Robert C.
McConnell, Post 3917, Security Colo.; Nicholas A. Duva,
Post 8463, Cape Coral, Fla; William S. Satchell, Post 660,
Savannah, Ga,; George W. Temple, Post 2024, Chicago, Ill;
William Eicholtz, Post 467, Westminster, Md.; Thomas L.
Pence, Post 7262, Greenville, Ohio; Richard L. Howard,
Post 1148, Bowling Green, Ohio; Arthur J. Kerr, Post 3822,
Ancon, Panama Canal; Eugene J. Slabinski, Post 5267,
Wilkes Barre, Pa; Frank Aglira, Post 598, Darby, Pa;
Thomas E. Finnerty, Post 5203, Paoli, Pa.; Robert L. Snyder,
Post 6954, Littlestown, Pa.; Robert E. Durovey, Post 7842,
Linesville, Pa; Tom Hunt, Post 3474, Dumore, Pa.; Joe C.
Hinson, Post 8553, Clifton, Texas; Eloy A. Garcia, Post
9176, Roma, Texas; Paul H. Duff, Post 8789, Bowie, Texas,
and James M. Francis, Post 2469, Buffalo, Wyo. ASSISTANT
INSPECTORS GENERAL: John L. Graves, Post 10040,
Sun Valley, Calif;; Erwin K. Blackledge, Post 9221, Cedar-
edge, Colo.; Robert E. Bates, Post 2933, Covington, Ga.;
Lawrence Rericha, Post 3483, Independence, Ohio; Dennis
Doggett, Post 5356, Saint Clairsville, Ohio; Norman L.
Lausch, Post 8795, Adamstown, Pa ; Russell A. Wilson, Post
8251, LaPorte, Texas, and Ralph E. Norstedt, Post 9439,
Casper, Wyo. NATIONAL AIDES-DE-CAMP, MEDAL OF
HONOR CLASS: James R. Hendrix, Post 8464, Lepanto,
Fla; Wilson D. Watson, Post 8532, Coal Hill, Ark; Col.
William E. Barber, Post 7893, Irvine, Calif;; Jon R. Cavaiani,
Post 5627, College Park, Md,; John Baca, Post 7464,
Grasonville, Md,; John W. Meagher, Post 1447, Jersey City,
N.J; Rufus G. Herring, Post 8498, Roseboro, N.C.; Jose M.
Lopez, Post 8936, San Antonio, Texas; David H. McNerney,
Post 9187, Houston, Texas; Lewis L. Millett, Post 2012,
Abilene, Texas; Robert E. Galer, Post 1837, Dallas, Texas;
Beryl R. Newman, Post 9636, Deltaville, Va., and John D.
Hawk, Post 3694, Bremerton, Wash.

. The National Council of Administration will meet Saturday,

March 4, 1989, at the Sheraton-Washington Hotel, Wash-
ington, D.C.

. Department Adjutants are reminded that they should

notify the Adjutant General, as soon as possible, of the
time and place their Department Convention will be held
in 1989,

. Commanders on all levels are reminded that members

who have not paid their dues for 1989 are not members in
good standing and, therefore, cannot hold office until such
time as their dues are paid for the current year.

. The 90th National Convention, Veterans of Foreign Wars

of the United States, will be held in Las Vegas, Nevada,
August 18-25, 1989.

continued on page 48



DOES 60 Ibs. OF TOMATOES FROM

ONE YIELD SOUND INGREDIBLE?

NOT IF YOU OWN THE

Tl

CAN BE TUB-GROWN
INDOORS FOR YEAR-
'ROUND TOMATO HARVESTS!

GROW IT OUTDOORS AS A TREE—INDOORS AS A HOUSEPLANT!
The TREE TOMATO will thrive marvelously—indoors or out! If you live in a
temperate zone, plant it outdoors and enjoy its bountiful, exotic beauty in
your garden! Or, tub-grow the TREE TOMATO, bring it indoors for winter, and

surprise your family and friends with ripe, just-picked tomatoes. Or . . . culti-

vate the TREE TOMATO as a house-plant anytime . . . anywhere! The TREE
TOMATO will achieve heights of up to 8 ft. outdoors, but it can be trimmed
and trained to any size or shape you wish!

ENJOY TREE TOMATOES SO MANY DELECTABLE WAYS!
We think TREE'TOMATOES are much tastier than ordinary tomatoes . . . It's
hard to find a meatier, firmer, more bursting-with-goodness taste treat!
Of course, like-all fruit, your tree tomatoes should be eaten ripe. Rich in
Vitamin C, TREE TOMATOES are fabulous in salads, sandwiches and are
absolutely fantastic just sliced up and popped in your mouth!

Nothing beats fresh produce, so why continue to pay high supermarket prices for

inferior tomatoes, when you can %row your own TREE TOMATOES! REMEMBER,
WE SHIP MATURE PLANTS . .. NOT SEEDS...ORDER YOUR TREE TOMATOES
TODAY! Full growing instructions included.

LAKELAND’S DOUBLE GUARANTEE

All plants must arrive in perfect condition. If you are not totally satisfied with any
order, return within 10 days.for a prompt replacement or refund of purchase price
(except post. & hdlg.). And all plants must thrive after planting, or return anytime I

within 3 months for prompt replacement—no questions asked!

LAKELAND NURSERIES SALES, Hanover, Pa. 17333

“TREE TOMAIO

(Cyphomandra betacea)

GROWS INDOORS OR OUTDOORS . . . YOU PICK
BASKET AFTER BASKET OF RIPE, TASTY TOMATOES
... ONE BUMPER CROP AFTER ANOTHER. ..
5TO 7 MONTHS A YEAR ... YEAR AFTER YEAR!

We Get Letters!

Read what Mr. L.F.S. of Wisc. has to say: ““...Just
a line to let you know the Tree Tomato is doing
great . .. about 5% ft. tall . . . you said leaves grew
12" .. .mine are 15 and 16”. It's just beautiful!”

Noted Citriculturist of New
Zealand says:

“Ripening in New Zealand from late
April to early November, the tree
tomato (or Tamarilo) has a very long
fruiting season. Its wide range of
culinary uses make it a valuable win-
ter and spring fruit . . . a welcome
addition to the menu.”

“Although introduced into New
Zealand many years ago, it is only
in recent years that the tree tomato
has become better known for its
many uses. It is now much sought
after, and its popularity is indicated
by the high price realized for it on
local markets . . . Under suitable con-
ditions the plant will produce from
40 to 60 lbs. of fruit annually.”

From Lakeland Nurseries

comes the biggest garden sensation of the
century . . . THE PERENNIAL TOMATO!

The TREE TOMATO ... a remarkable new horticultural concept. .. unlike
anything you've ever seen before! NOT a vine ... NOT a regular tomato plant
that withers and dies after one summer .. .the TREE TOMATO is a living,
growing tree that BEARS FRUIT SEASON AFTER SEASON . .. YEAR AFTER YEAR!
Why settle for garden-fresh tomatoes a few short weeks of the year? Why
put up with hothouse tomatoes that taste like cardboard the rest of the time?
Not when you can pick crop after crop of red, plump juicy TREE TOMATOES
up to 7 months a year (all year round when grown indoors!)

WAVE AFTER WAVE OF SUCCULENT TREE TOMATOES

GROW AS QUICK AS YOU CAN PICK 'EM!

Your TREE TOMATO will arrive already leafed-out . .. in full, green hardy
vigor! When ready to bear, the branches will literally droop with huge clusters
of delicious TREE TOMATOES, hundreds upon hundreds . . . and, as one crop
is harvested, another rushed forth to take its place. .. so you have a
virtually constant supply of luscious TREE TOMATOES!

[l SATISFACTION GUARANTEED' MAIL COUPON TODAY' —p————

LAKELAND NURSERIES SALES®, Dept. LKL-2727
Bldg. #5, Hanover, PA 17333

|
!
| Sure, | want to enjoy fresh-picked tomato goodness—even out of sea-
| son! Kindly send TREE TOMATOES (L101170E) as indicated below on
money-back guarantee.

| [J 1 TREE TOMATO @ only $5.99 + 90¢ post. & handl.
I [J 2 TREE TOMATOES @ only $9.99 + $1.70 post. & handl.
I [ 4 TREE TOMATOES @ only $16.99 + $2.90 post. & handl.
: Enclosed is $
{ PRINT NAME

| ADDRESS

(Pa.residents add sales tax.)

CITY STATE ZIP
[ Check here and send $1.00 for a year’s subscription to
[} our full color nursery catalog (L389957X). =y
L e p—— -—-—O H.H.I., lnc., 1980 == == = o= ————
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Accidental
Discovery May
End Obesity

Blocks calorie absorption

SWEDEN —Medical researchers at the
University of Kuopio, in Finland, have dis-
covered (accidentally) a new weight-loss for-
mula. The new discovery enables an
overweight individual to lose pounds and fatty
tissue without dieting or exercise.

Scientists made the discovery while search-
ing for a formula to lower cholesterol. In a
controlled study of a test group of people,
cholesterol levels remained unchanged but the
doctors were astounded to find that every
patient who used the formula lost weight. The
published report of this study stated, ‘A highly
significant decrease in body weight was seen”
in patients who received the formula.

The formula was then tested in Sweden at
Sahlgren Hospital, University of Goteborg.
Again, all patients lost a substantial amount of
weight even though they did not change their
eating habits. The report detailing this study,
published in the British Journal of Nutrition,
stated: “Body weight was significantly
reduced even though the patients were
specifically asked not to alter their dietary
habits” One patient in this study lost more
than 30 pounds.

According to one informed source, the
active ingredient comes from a 100% natural
botanical source and contains no drugs or
stimulants. When taken before mealtime it
bonds with the food you eat and “ties up”
calories, preventing their absorption.

A substantial portion of the calories
ingested therefore pass through the digestive
system unabsorbed. The body has to get
energy to replace the lost calories, so it starts
to burn stored fat. The result is rapid body
weight loss. Extensive clinical tests have
verified the safety of this formula for long-
term use.

The formula is marketed in tablet form in
the United States under the trade name Cal-
Ban 3000. A firm located in Tampa, Florida,
has exclusive North American distribution
rights. A review of the customer files of this
company revealed the names of hundreds of
people who have lost up to 10 pounds the first
week and as much as 20, 40 or 60 or more
pounds overall with Cal-Ban 3000. This is a
golden opportunity for people who are plagued
by fat and cellulite that they can’t seem to lose
by conventional methods.

Cal-Ban 3000 is reasonably priced at $19.95
for a 3-week supply and $38.95 for a 6-week
supply. Postage and handling is $3. To assure
fastest service, orders are accepted by toll-
free phone only. VISA, Master Card, Amex
and C.0.D. orders are accepted. C.0.D.’s are
$2.00 extra. Orders may be placed by calling
Anderson Pharmacals TOLL-FREE
1-800-248-0474. During this special phone
order promotion purchasers of a six-week
supply of Cal-Ban 3000 will receive, absolutely
free, a beautiful 24" double strand necklace of
sparkling Chinese Faux pearls.

Call today to begin the pleasant transforma-
tion from fat and flab to the slender firm body
you want! If you fail to achieve a major weight
loss you may return the empty bottle for a
100% refund.
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IS GENERAL ORDERS
continued from page 46

6. Allegations have been received by the Commander-in-
Chief that some Posts have not accepted eligible veterans
because of race or gender. All Posts are directed to comply
with the eligibility rules of the National By-Laws and
Manual of Procedure and to act upon the membership
applications of all qualified veterans in complete accord-
ance with the By-Laws and Manual of Procedure.

7. Charters for the following Posts have been authorized:
Post 436, Allegan, Mich.; Post 1331, Andrews, Texas; Post
1485, Guadalajara, Mex. (Dept. of Texas); Post 1843,
Glencoe, Okla.; Post 1877, Washington, D.C.; Post 1880,
Frostproof, Fla,; Post 2630, Bassfield, Miss.; Post 5818,
Pemberville, Ohio; Post 7844, Pelham, Ga.; Post 8378,
Detroit, Mich,; Post 8435, Denver, Colo.; Post 8458, Detroit,
Mich; Post 8474, Mt. Clemens, Mich,; Post 9025, Jersey City,
N.J; Post 9030, Yorba Linda, Calif; Post 9042, Corona,
Calif;; Post 9132, Schenectady, N.Y.; Post 9530, Lecompte,
La; Post 9679, Waterford, Calif; Post 9725, Riverside,
Calif; Post 9941, Reading, Mich,; Post 9998, Thousand
Palms, Calif; Post 10044, Woodland, Calif; Post 10050,
Glenmora, La; Post 10070, French Settlement, La.; Post
10193, Jena, La;; Post 10388, Franksville, Wis.; Post 10542,
Middletown, N.Y;; Post 10547, Woodstock, N.Y., and Post

10550, Delhi, N.Y.
By Command of
Larry W. Rivers
Commander-in-Chief
OFFICIAL:
Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr.
Adjutant General
RPN ORI i R e,

I C L AIMS

Readers are urged to help these veterans seeking
claim substantiation statements. Respond directly
to the person listed at the end of the claim assistance
request.

If you have need of assistance in preparing a
claim, contact your local VFW Service Officer. They
are located at VA medical centers and regional
offices.

168th CE Bn, Co A, 1st Pitn (Dau Tien, RVN, Sept-Dec
1969)—Seeking anyone who witnessed explosion of
truck and diesel trailer which rolled over land mine
and caused injuries to myback and kidneys, esp Sgt
Maj Donald G Hamilton, Pltn Cmdr 1 Lt Smithgall—
Luchers Jenkins, POB 584, Boyle MS 38730).

3623 Ord Maint Co (1953, Nevada Atomic Test Site)—
Seeking anyone in unit during test code-named
Upshot and Knot Hole who has suffered ill effects of
radiation exposure—Kenneth R Kendall, 5782 Hous-
ton Ave, Portage IN 46368.

7th Div (Korea DMZ, 18954)—Seeking anyone who
remembered my fall from bridge and subsequent
reaction—Joe A Povato, 1880 SW 5th Ave, #29,
Portland OR 97201.

USS New Jersey, 5th Div (WWIl)—Seeking anyone
remembering my fall down ladder and injury to my
left leg—James L Pyles, POB 251, Hepzilah WV
26869.

20th QM Co (Won-ju, Korea, June 1953)—Seeking
anyone who remembers accident involving refriger-
ant at railhead ration depot where [ sustained
injuries from fall to tracks—Leonard M Pendergraft,
Rt 5, Box 830, Lafayette GA 30728.

7th Div, 31st Inf, HHC Motor Pool (Korea, Sept 1952) —
Seeking Samuel Stoneman, jeep driver in accident
involving ROK army truck; other passenger was Pfc
James E Dreiling—Norbert Robben; RR 1, Victoria
KS 67671.

40th Div, 160th Inf, HHC (Korea, Oct 31, 1952) — Secking
anyone who remembers me stepping on land
mine—George F Webb, 302 Mimosa Ave, Belleville 11
62221-1960.

continued on page 50

FLATTEN YOUR
STOMACH

(For Men Over 40)

t's never too late to flattén your stomach
and narrow your waistiine. But as you
have probably noticed, diets alone are
not enough. That is especially true as you
get older. Even if you keep your weight
down and get some exercise, your stom-
ach may bulge and sag because your ab-
dominal muscles are not properly toned.

Sit-Ups Alone Are
Not Enough

Sit-ups alone work on only some of these
muscles. But unless you exercise all four
major abdominal muscles—your stom-
ach may be hard, but it won't be flat.

This new book shows you how to flat-
ten your stomach by exercising all—and
not just some—of your stomach muscles.
And it is specially designed to meet the
needs of men over 40. Strenuous exercises
are avoided ... so you need not be in
shape to get started.* After you get going,
you progress at your own §; to inter-
mediate and ad&anced programs. And
each level includes exercises to
strengthen your back and give your cardi-
ovascular system vital aerobic condition-
ing.

Results Guaranteed—

Or Your Money Back!

Give this NEW QUICK, EASY WAY TO FLAT-
TEN YOUR STOMACH FOR MEN OVER 40 a
try. It has easy-to-follow directions. All ex-
ercises are fully illustrated in color. Plus
it's spiral bound to stay open and lie flat
while you exercise. See if you don’t feel
more fit, energetic and self-confident in
just a few short weeks. You must get the
results you want or we'll give you your
money back. So don't wait any longer. Put
your order in the mail today!

*We recommend you check with your doctor before
starting this or any other exercise program.

Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back. Shipment

aranteed within 60 days. © 1989 NSI. General Offices:
g&; 11th Ave., Huntington Station, NY 11746.

PUBLISHERS CHOICE, Box 4174, Dept. BD00-VA,
Huntington Station, NY 11746

Please rush me:

#BD00 Flatten Your Stomach for Men
Over 40 $6.95

Please add $1.90 postage and handling. IA, IL, MI, NJ and
NY residents add appropriate sales tax.

SAVE! Order two for $12.90 plus $3.80 P&H.

Please print:  Total amount enclosed $
Name
City State Zip




Join the Forces of the

Free and Independent!

Enter the 1989 Electric Mobility
Sweepstakes to WIN a Rascal Scooter!

Join the happy free-wheeling people who go
everywhere they want on exciting Rascal Electric
3-Wheelers!

With just one hand, you can easily control
starting, stopping and steering. IMAGINE
moving about your house and neighborhood
effortlessly and independently! Ride to meet-
ings, the grocery store, a friend's house or the
park ...

Your 1989 Rascal comes complete with: built-
in battery charger; quiet maintenance-free direct
drive power, rear suspension system and extra-
wide padded swivel seat for a comfortable ride.

Your friends and relatives will marvel at the
changes you've made in your life! To enter
sweepstakes and to get a FREE Color Catalog,
return the coupon below or call Toll-Free:

The New 1989 Rascal Take-Apart Frame Makes It
EASIER to Transport Your Scooter in Your Car!

[ﬁ 1-800-662-4548!] 15 Veterans Authorized!
=" Ask for Medicare Details

* % % ENTER THE 1989 ELECTRIC MOBILITY SWEEPSTAKES TODAY! * % %

We're giving away one Rascal per month in 1989!
The sooner you enter the more chances you have to WIN!

1989 ELECTRIC MOBILITY SWEEPSTAKES Retyray L it L OUNOR DL
OFFICIAL RULES O Please enter me in the Electric Mobility
Sweepstakes and rush me a FREE Color Catalog!

QO Enter me in the Electric Mobility Sweepstakes
and call me to arrange a Free Home Demonstration.

1. Toenter, handprint your name, address, zip code and telephone number on the attached
postage-paid sweepstakes entry postcard or ona 3" x 5" card and send it to: Electric Mobility
Corporation Sweepstakes, #1 Mobility Plaza, Sewell, NJ 08080. Only one entry per person.

All entries must be postmarked on or before the last day of the month to be included in the Name

current month's drawing and remaining months' drawings.

2. The winner will be selected in a random drawing from among all entries received prior Address

to the end of the sweepstakes. Drawings will be conducted by an independent judging

organization not affiliated with Electric Mobility Corp. The prizes will be awarded and the .

winners will be notified by mail. Tax liability is the responsibility of the individual winner. No Clty

responsibility is assumed for lost, late or misdirected mail.

3. Sweepstakes open to individuals 18 years or older except Electric Mobility Corp. State Zip
employees and their families, affifiates, subsidiaries or advertising agencies. Subject to all

federal, state and local laws. Void where prohibited, restricted or taxed. Phone( )
4. For the winners' names, send a self-addressed-stamped-envelope to: Electric Mobility

B TTIRL S T R 1 0h0 ELECTRIC MOBILITY, #1 Mobility Plaza,

i Dept. #2236, Sewell, NJ 08080 j

-_------
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HEALTH
TIPS

new book reveals vital Health
Tips based on the latest

nutritional and scientific findings and

time-proven remedies. This book is of

vital importance to everyone

interested in their health. Here are a

few tips covered in this Complete

Handbook Of Health Tips:

e How to get more energy and combat
fatigue (2 nutrients may help).

e How to flatten your tummy with a
20-second, daily exercise.

® A nutrient that may help improve
memory.

® How to deal with stress, including what
nutrients may be helpful.

® A nutrient that may increase resistance to
disease.

®4 simple ways to take off weight.

®The only effective way to get rid of
cellulite.

®4 tips for relieving canker sores.

® A cheese that can help prevent tooth
decay.

® A herbal remedy to prevent migraine
headaches.

® One doctor’s way to prevent grey hair.

® How to get rid of face hair.

® How to shorten miseries of a cold.

®3 tips for relieving sinus congestion.

®5 ways to stop foot odor.

e?2 vitamins that may help avoid bruises.

®5 ways to relieve hemorrhoids.

® How to relieve nightly leg cramps.

® Prostate trouble: A simple tactic to
alleviate getting up nights.

®4 tips to fall asleep faster.

® How to detect and relieve food allergies.

e A tip for preventing car sickness.

® How to prevent bladder infections.

® A vitamin that may repel insects when
taken orally.

® A simple technique to relieve tension.

® How to relieve dry skin.

® How to stop snoring.

®3 ways to avoid stomach irritation when
taking aspirin.

®6 aids to eliminate constipation.

®7 suggestions to relieve heartburn.

e A safe, simple home treatment for sore,
tired feet.

® How to relieve bloating and puffiness.

e A common food to reduce cholesterol.

® 10 tips to ease back pain.

e Latest findings on the good effects of
vitamins, minerals and other nutrients.

e A toll-free number to call for Free health
information on any health matter.

You can order the book direct from
the publisher and save. To order
simply send $12.95 plus $1 postage
and handling to: United Research
Publishers, 103 North Highway 101,
Dept. FHO2, Encinitas, CA 92024.
You can return the book within 30
days for full refund if not satisfied.
50 VFW: FEBRUARY 1989
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continued from page 48

10th Mtn Div, 10th Med Bn, Co D (Italy, 1945)—Seeking
Lt Milan Germanovich (Cleveland OH), anyone who
knows of face wound from mortar fire—Lt Don
Hart, 83 Kings Hwy, Huntington WV 25705.
VQ-1,BravoDet (DaNang RVN)—Seeking ADJ-3s Ken L
James & Stephen E Sauer—William H Wallace, 620
Birch Dr, Prescott AZ 86301.

69th Bde, 2/137th Inf, HHC (Camp Red Devil Recondo
Course 1-70, Ft Carson, July 8-29, 1969)—Seeking
Lucian DeLeon Jr, two other trainees who were
struck by lightning—Charles Armstead, 709 Camp-
bell St, Brenham TX 77833.

FtBliss to Los Alamos—Seeking anyone who remem-
bers exact dates soldiers were transported from Ft
Bliss to atomic testing grounds to witness above-
ground atomic explosion—Willis R Flores, 654 Wal-
nut Pl, Ste 404, Highland Park IL 60035.

FtOrd (Jan-March 1974) —Seeking anyone in training
unit who remembers me—Donald B DiSantos, 1325
Dunkeith Dr NW, Canton OH 44108.

589th Engr Bn, Co B (An Khe, Pleiku, Phan Rhang AB,
1968) —Secking anyone in unit, esp CO 227th Avn Bn
(AH), Co C (Phuc Vinh, 1969)—Secking anyone in unit,
esp Col Miller. 101st Abn Div, CMMI Team (Phu Bai,
Hue, 1971)—Secking anyone with knowledge of inci-
dent surrounding discharge—Robert E Hare, 10028
Parrott Ave, Okeechobee FL 34972,

POW Camp 59 (Italy) —Seeking Larry Barlow (SD)—
Neil E Torssell, POB 38, Sleepy Eve MN 56085.

Reunion announcements are published as a cost-free
service to VFW members in good standing. To ensure
timely inclusion of your announcement, all informa-
tion pertaining to the event must arrive in VFW
Magazine offices six months prior to the reunion.
Reunion announcement forms must be used and can
be obtained by writing VFW Magazine, Reunions, 34th
and Broadway, Kansas City, MO 6411 1. Publication is
limited to one time per calendar year.

BN AIR FORCE

2011th Ord Maint Co (WWII)—June, Ellenville NY—
Sydney Chasin, 1140 NE 200th Terr, Miami FL
33179.

AFLC/GEEIA-MDA —Aug, Oklahoma City—Sophia
Bronson, 13501 SE 29th St, Box 83, Choctaw OK
73020.

AF Security Police Assn—Aug, Orlando—Jerry Bul-
lock, 28 Willow Creek Cir, San Marcos TX 78666.
BAD 2 (WWII)—Sept, Minneapolis—Ernie Etter, POB
188, Menahga MN 56464.

Big Spring Bombardier School (Class 44-9)—May—
Anthony Braidic, 10341 SW 119th St, Miami FL
33176.

Class 43E (SETC & WCTC)—May, San Antonio—Paul
Murphy, 7013 Bellrose NE, Albuquerque NM 87110.
2d AF, HQ Sqdn (WWII) (stationed Spokane WA &
Colorado Springs C0)— Aug, Colorado Springs—John
Mollerskov, 1407 Oakdale Ave, Racine W1 53406.
Salinas Army Airbase—Apr, Salinas CA—Harold
Oberg, #3 Fairfax Cir, Salinas CA 93901.

Santa Ana AAB—March, Costa Mesa CA—SAAAB
Wing, POB 1764, Costa Mesa CA 92628.

So Pac Air Crew—.June, Queensland, Australia—
Joyce Wydrzynski, POB 355, Boring OR 97009.
USAFISPA—Oct, Houston—Gerald Bray, 10331 Sage
York, Houston TX 77089.

1st Ftr Control Sqdn, 5th AF (WWII)—Chester Driest,
687 E Wacker St, Hernando FL 32642,

2d Bomb GP (Langley & WWII)/2D Bomb Wg (SAC)—
Nov, Tucson—John Collens, POB 735, El Dorado CA
95623.

2d Ferrying Gp, Air Trans Cmd (WWII)—May, Dayton
OH—Ray Kuhlman, 7 Springwood Ln, Kinston NC
28501.

5th AF, 36th AB Gp, 49/374 Svc Sqdn & 36th H) Sqdn—
Sept, Huntington WV—Keith Derks, 11004 Military
Rd, Kansas City MO 64138.

5th Liaison Sqdn—Oct, Dayton OH—Floyd Whitney,
86 Middle Gate Rd, Myrtle Beach SC 29577.

New Armed Farces Catalog

e Ribbons e Uniforms e Insigna ¢ Badges
 Display Boxes e Flight Jackets
Send $3.00 For Full Color Catalog

Dept. VF, 750 Long Beach
Long Beach, CA 90813

U.S. MILITARY CAPS
These are the same baseball caps sold aboard U.S. Navy warships. They
are navy blue with service gold embroidery - not a silkscreen. These caps

are full (not mesh back’ adjustable Ione size fits all) and made in USA.

B SHIPS: IOWA, NEW JERSEY, MISSOURI, WISCONSIN,
YORK, TEXAS, ARIZONA, CALIFORNIA, WEST VIRGINIA, WASHINGTON.
AIRCRAFT CARRIERS: MIDWAY, CORAL SEA, FORRESTAL, SARATOGA,
RANGER, INDEPENDENCE, KITTY HAWK, CONSTELLATION, ENTERPRISE,
AMERICA, JOHN F. KENNEDY, NIMITZ, EISENHOWER, VINSON, ROOSEVELT.
RETIRED: This cap is available for U.S. NAVY, U.S. MARINES, U.S. COAST
GUARD, U.S. ARMY and U.S. AIR FORCE (grey thread for U.S. AIR FORCE).
SPECIALTY: NAVY, USMC, USAF, TOP GUN, STARK, VINCENNES.
EMBLEM: This cap is embroidered in silver and gold metallic thread and
available for U.S. NAVY (Officer), U.S. NAVY (C.P.0.), U.S. NAVY (Wings),
U.S. MARINES, U.S. COAST GUARD, U.S. ARMY and U.S. AIR FORCE.
CUSTOM: Any ship not listed above or any military unit is available as a
custom cap. The minimum quantity for a custom cap s two per ship or unit
(both with eggs or both without eggs). Custom caps must be ordered in even
numbers. The top line is twenty spaces maximum and the bottom line is twelve
spaces maximum. EMBLEMS NOT AVAILABLE ON CUSTOM CAPS.
Caps are $12.00 each or $14.00 each with scrambled eggs. Add $2.50 for
shipping. CA residents add 6%. Allow eight weeks for delivery. No CODs.

HAMPTON COMPANY, Dept. L, P.0. Box 3643, Tustin, CA 92681

]
]
1
]
1
1
1
1
]
]
]
1 ]
] 1
1 1
. FULL VIBRANT COLORS. '
1 Printed on heavy, coated, highest quality stock! 1
1 High-gloss finish. Big 21" x 33". Great Value! |
: Over 18 illustrations on each poster. ONLY 56.95 each :
1 I DINOSAURS [ HORSES i
1 CIWILDCATS (] WILD FLOWERS m.
1 (] BIRDS OF PREY [] FAVORITE BIRDS [}
1 (2for$13.90  31for $18.95) 1
1 Shipping & Handling add $2.00. !
: (NY residents add 814% sales tax.)  Total enclosed :
1 1
1 Name 1
1 ]
1 Address 1
1 ]
1 City State Zip w1
I. Mail to: REINER CO., 1270 Broadway, New York, NY 10001 > :



6th Aircraft Repair Unit (Floating) (WWII) —Wm Block-
ley, 301 Yuma Ct, Boulder City NV 89005.

8th Svc Gp, HQ Sqdn, 11/482 Svc Sqdn & attached units
(WWIl)—Apr, Lancaster PA—John Heckler, 76 E
Harbor Dr, Teaticket MA 02536.

11th Bomb Gp (H) Assn—Aug, Portland OR—Bob
May, POB 637, Seffner FL 33584.

13th Bomb Sqdn (WWII)—May, New Orleans— Vernon
Main, 1024 Harding Dr, New Orleans LA 70119.
20th Air Depot Rep Sqdn—Aug, Dayton OH—Scott
Ide, 195 Patrice Terr, Williamsville NY 14221.

25th Bomb Gp (Watton, England)—Wright Patterson
Field, Dayton OH—Bob Herzog, 4 Colonial Lane,
Larchmont NY 10538,

26th Photo Recon Sqdn (WWII)—Aug—Don Esmond,
5245 Longton Rd, Lundhurst OH 44124.

27th Air Depot Gp & attached QMC units—June, Amar-
illo TX—Cleo Russell, Box 576, Clarendon TX 79226.
32d Pur Sqdn, 36th Pur Gp—June, Tyler TX—Lionel
Gard, Rt 3, Box 328, Troup TX 75789.

39th Bomb Gp, 20th Army Air Corps (VH)—James
Wyckoff, 2714 E Hayts Corners Rd, Ovid NY 14521.
45th Bomb Sqdn (Smoky Hill/Schilling AFB 1953-60)—
Aug, Salina KS—Lyle Gauby, 1111 Dover Dr, Salina
KS 67401.

54th Trp Carr AP0942 (Seattle WA, 1955)—Verda
Carver, Rt 1, Box 215E, Whitney TX 76692.

69th Ftr Sqdn, 58th Gp, Sth AF~—Mav San Antonio—
Bob Humphreys, 5712 Rockhill Rd, Ft Worth TX
76112.

74th Bomb Sqdn—Sept—M L Crabb, Box 85, Killeen
TX 76540.

75th Air Police Sqdn—Sept, Nashville—Kenneth Brun-
meier, POB 181, Onida SD 57564,

76th Trp Carr Sqdn, 435th TC Gp (WWI)—Oct, Or-
lando—William Wehr, RD 1, Box 193, Watsontown
PA 17777.

84th Airdrome Sqdn, 5th AF (So Pacific, WWII)—Louis
Bier, 5786 Stewart St, Philadelphia PA 19131.

57th Bomb Wing Assn (WWII) (Bomb Gps & Svc Sqdns
12/310/319/321/340, 308 Sig Wing—.July, Salt Lake
City—Bob Evans, 1950 Cunningham Dr, Speedway
IN 46224-5341.

94th Bomb Gp, 8th AF (WWII)—Oct, Minneapolis—
Robert Voss, 26 Fawn Meadows Dr, Belleville IL
62221.

309th FS, 31st Fir Gp (WWII, England, Africa, Italy)—
Carl Ruess, 21-B Rutland Ln, Jamesburg N.J 08831,
340th Ftr Sqdn Assn (WWII)—Sept, Rochester NY—
Jim Yealy, 331 Yacht Club Dr, Ft Walton Beach FL
32548.

341st Airdrome Sqdn, 3d Air Commandos—W C Gray,
1403% E Main St, Ottumwa IA 52501.

364th Ftr Gp, 8th AF (WWII, Honington, Eng)—Oct, Ft
Walton Beach FL—Dan Leftwich, 6630 Caldero Ct,
Dayton OH 45415.

374th Food Svc Sqdn (Japan, 1951-55)—June, St
Louis—Charles Palmer, Rt 7, Box 18, Gilmer TX
75644.

376th Hv Bomb Gp Assn, 9th AF (WWII)—May, Ft
Worth—Bob James, 204 Summit Dr, Keaton OH
43326.

419th Sig Co (Avn)—Willis McDonald, Box 415, Ran-
dolph NE 68771.

438th Trp Carr Gp (WWII)—May, St Louis—Ronald
Worrell, 419 S 4th St, DeKalb IL 60115.

456th Bomb Gp (H) (Italy, WWIl)—May, Ft Worth—
James Watkins, 11415 Minor Dr, Kansas City MO
64114.

461st/484th Bomb Gps Assn (WWI)—Aug, New Or-
leans—Bud Markel, 1122 Ysabel St, Redondo Beach
CA 90277.

483d Bomb Gp (H) (WWI)—Oct, Omaha—Harry Whye,
1508 Gregg Rd, Bellevue NE 68005.

664th AC & W Sqdn—Sept, Bellefontaine OH—R C
Bogardus, 601 Parkwood Dr, Bellefontaine OH
43311.

893d Sig Co Depot Avn (WWII)—Sept, Reno—L Winston
Hamm, 202 Farley Rd, Hollis NH 03049.

1600 QM Car Co HQ, 20th AF—June, Pennsylvania—
John Shinskie, 23 S Mann Ave, Yeagertown PA
17099.

I ALL BRANCHES

A-1Skyraider Assn—Sept, Phoenix—Mel Elliott, PO
1592, Glendale AZ 85311-1592.

American Defenders of Bataan & Corregidor— April,
Reno—Ralph Levenberg, 2716 Eastshore Pl, Reno
NV 89509.

Assn of Ex-POWs of the Korean War Inc— July, Evans-
ville IN—Fred Herrmann, 6925 Little Schaefer Rd,
Evansville IN 47712,

Bulgarian Ex-POWs—Erling Arnson, 10257 Bannock
St, Spring Hill FL 34608.

Guadalcanal Campaign Vets—.July, Anderson IN—
Charles Draper, RR 4, Box 382, Alexandria IN
46001.

continued on page 52

RADIO REPEATS!

LIVE RADIO PROGRAMS FROM WORLD WARIl!
ORIGINALLY BROADCAST BY THE
ARMED FORCES RADIO NETWORK!

] CASSETTE
TAPES!

We have thousands of RARE
tapes with hundreds of Hollywood
stars! Our collection covers News,
Entertainment, Drama and Music!

INTRODUCTORY OFFER

6 Sample Shows (1 Hour Each)

INCLUDES: 1) Kay Kyser (Show from Oct.
18, 1947 & Dec. 6, 1944); 2) Glenn Miller
(Dear Arabella, In the Mood-Nov. 3, 1941 &
Shows from Hollywood-May 5, 1942 & May
6, 1942); 3) Victory Special All the Hol-
lywood Stars-Aug. 15, 1945; 4) Mail Call (Sa-
lute to Show Biz, Eddie Cantor, others), (Sa-
lute to France, Claudette Colbert); 5) G.l.
Journal (Jimmy Durante, Johnny Mercer,
Abbot & Costello, others); 6) FDR (Declare

War on Japan-December 9, 1941), (FDR
Fireside Chat-April 26, 1940).

$1 9POST PAID

You will also receive, FREE: 50th Anniversary
1949 VFW Radio Show (Dinah Shore, Bing
& Bob Crosby, others).

Plus our FREE CATALOG!

RADIO REPEATS!

Route 4, Box 106
Osseo, WI 54758

(715) 984-2477
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PROTECT YOUR VALUABLES
AND IMPORTANT PAPERS!

A Sentry Safe for your home is “‘peace of mind” for you! And
think of the convenience! It’s like having a 24-hour safe-
deposit box right at home!

200 pounds of protection

« Burglar-resistant * U.L. Listed
o Tax deductible ¢ Fire-Resistant
* Free delivery, continental U.S.

* Low, low !

* FURNITURE CABINETS

WRITE FOR
FREE CATALOG!
su_Value-tique, Inc.

san.i Dept. M-966 @ Box 67
Leonia, N.J. 07605

VFW: FEBRUARY 1989 51



Advertisement

LIVE IN
MEXICO ON
$14 A DAY

ne million Americans live in

Mexico--more than any
other place in the world. Why do so
many Americans live in Mexico?
Here’s why:

elLiving costs--they are
ridiculously low. Recent peso
devaluations make Mexico one of the
cheapest places to live in the entire
world. Many Americans live
comfortably on a small pension or
social security.

® The climate--it’s comfortable year
round. And most parts of Mexico are
unspoiled with beautiful, warm waters,
green mountains, and colorful flowers.

e Live in a community of other
Americans. There are many
retirement havens in Mexico--only a
short distance from the U.S.--where
Americans live comfortably on a
minimal income.

The book Living Easy in Mexico
describes American retirement
communities throughout Mexico. It
covers lakeside villages nestled in the
mountains, sleepy fishing villages
alongside the ocean, and modern cities
having a large community of
Americans. The book tells you how to
get to these retirement havens, the
Americans living there, climate, cost
of living, housing, recreation,
advantages, disadvantages, and which
communities to avoid.

The book gives you practical facts
on living in Mexico--health care, laws,
travel, customs, food and water,
selecting a home, making extra
money. The author spent 30 years
living and traveling throughout
Mexico. The book contains plenty of
photographs so you can see for your-
self the beauty of these retirement
havens. Whatever kind of retirement
living you want, Mexico has
something to offer you.

Living in Mexico is cheap. For
about $14 a day each, two people can
live in a spacious home, eat good
food, have a cook, housekeeper and
gardener, and still have money left
over for entertainment or savings.

Get all the facts. Order Living Easy
in Mexico today. Send only $12.95
plus $1 postage and handling to:
United Research Publishers, 103
North Highway 101, Dept. FLO3,
Encinitas, CA 92024. You can return
the book within 30 days for full refund
if not satisfied.
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SPADRA—.July, Pomona CA—Billy Mitchell, 2013
Hidden Valley Dr, Santa Rosa CA 95404.

$S Francois Hennebigue (1945-46)— April, Titusville
FL—John Norton, 7106 Jones Valley Dr, Huntsville
AL 35802,

B ARMY

1st Armd Div Assn—Sept, Reno/Sparks NV—W S
Beasley, POB 5675, Anderson SC 29623.

1st Div—Colorado Springs—Arthur Chaitt, 5 Mont-
gomery Ave, Philadelphia PA 19118.

2nd Div Assn—July, Harrisburg PA—William Bilenki,
128 Haile Ave, Baltimore MD 21225.

3d Army, 133d CE—June—Arie Oliver, 620 S Main
Ave, Sioux Center IA 51250.

3d Inf Div—Sept, Sparks/Reno NV—Glenn Rathburn,
713 W Braemere Rd, Boise 1D 83702.

5th Div, 2d Inf, Co C (WWII)—Sept, Battle Creek MI—
Leon Belardinelli, 1351 Windsor Ct, Elgin IL 60120.
5th Inf Div—Sept, Greensboro NC—John Pflaum, 170
Evergreen, ElImhurst IL 60126.

6th Inf Div, 1stinf,Co E—.June, Lake City MN—Vermnon
Willers, RR 2, Box 82, Lake City MN 55041,

7th Inf Div Assn (WWII & Korea)—June, Little Rock—
Mary Jean Wise, 3001 Richmond Ave, Mattoon IL
61938.

7th Med Sup Depot—.June, Miles City MT—Ed Schrei-
ber, Prima Vista Dr, Box 2, Miles City MT 59301.
12th Armd Div—Sept, San Antonio—Paul Hempfling,
11418 Hillcroft, Houston TX 77035.

13th Armd Div, 24th Tank Bn Gp—Sept, Louisville—
Galen Krieg, 110 SW 4th St, Newton KS 67114.
14th Field Hosp (1942-45)—May, Las Vegas—Joseph
Steadman, 570 Chemung St, Painted Post NY 14870.
15th Coast Arty (1932-42)—June, Lexington KY—
D M Cooper, POB 142, Glen Dale WV 26038.

17th Port, HQ—Apr, San Antonio—Ralph Rinn, 1001
E Gonzales, Yoakum TX 77995.

18th FA Bde, 6th Corps Arty, HQ Btry—June, Grove
OK—Ted Franklin, Rt 3, Box 2780, Afton OK 74331.
19th CA—June, McPherson KS—Daniel Walline, 419
S Lucy, McPherson KS 67460.

20th Armd Div, 20th Tank Bn, Co A—May, Pidgeon-
Forge TN—William McCoy, 1709 Green Valley Dr,
Kingsport TN 37664.

24th Inf Rgt Assn, 159th FA, 77th Engr, 512th MP Co—
July, Columbia SC—Taylor Moore, 124 W Lakeside
Ave, Columbia SC 29203,

25th Inf Div and attached units (WWII, Korea, Vietnam,
peacetime)—Nov, Washington DC—Brad Murray,
25th Inf Div Assn, POB 5434, Friendship Sta, 4005
Wisconsin Ave NW, Washington DC 20016.

25th Inf Div, 23d Inf, 4th Bn, Recon, HHC (Vietnam)—
June, Atlantic City NJ—Stephen Smith, 27880 Stien-
barger Rd, Mendon MI 49072.

25th Med Bn, Co D (Mar, 1965-Nov, 1966) —Lawrence
Driscoll, 4 Geneva Tr, Hopatcong NJ 07843,

28th Div, 28th Recon Trp—Sept, Indiantown Gap
PA—Francis Weber, RD 2, Box 282, Shamokin PA
17872.

29th Inf Rgt—Oct, Columbus GA—John Blumen-
schein, 749 Gridley St, Lancaster PA 17601.

31st Div, 124th Inf, Co C (WWH)—May, Branson MO—
Elmer Uppendahl, Box 419, Cheney KS 67025.
34th Div, 135th Inf, 3d Bn, Cos I/K/L/M & HQ—Sept,
Minneapolis—Don Hoagland, Glen Rt, Box 136,
Aitkin MN 56431.

37th AAA Gun Bn, Btry D (1950-53)—Sherward Win-
gate, 1419 E Calhoun St, Anderson SC 29621.

37th Div, 135th FA, Btry C (WWIl)—June, Alliance
OH—Bob Steffy, 7230 Swamp St NE, Hartville OH
44632,

38th Engr Rgt (C) (WWII)—Sept, Canton OH—Dwight
Netzly, 1237 Lincoln Way E, Massillon OH 44646.
42d Rainbow Div—.July, St Louis MO—Hugo Grimm,
POB 200, Lake Sherwood MO 63357.

43d Div, 103d Inf—May, Lewiston ME—.] Paul Whitten,
Groves St, RFD 2, Box 740, Lewiston ME 04240.
43d Inf Div, 169th Inf Rgt, Cannon Co— Aug, Interna-
tional Falls MN—John Patterson, 909 Riverside Dr,
International Falls MN 56649.

44th Div, 71st Inf, Co I—Sept, Myrtle Beach SC—L W
Allen, 3001 Manor Rd, Charlotte NC 28209.

44th CEBn (WWH)— Albert Cline, POB 501, Gaffney SC
29342,

45th Div, 180th Inf, Co 6—May, McAlester OK—J M
Phipps, POB 347, Clarcona FL 32710.

45th Gen Hosp—May, Williamsburg VA—Frank Zahem-
ski, 244 Maryland Ave, Paterson N.J 07503.

Your Home Movies On Video Tape

8 M.M., Super 8, 16 M.M., Slides, Prints, Seasonal sale
price of .06¢ per foot includes: Splicing, Cleaning,
Titling, Music Background, Video tape. Call us today to
discuss your personal requirements. Making Families
Happy Is Our Business!! Call 314-583-3040 or write for
info. and order forms: Ozark Audio-Visual Company,
P.0. Box 252, Union, MO 63084

TELL THE THE WORLD YOU SERVED!

From $98
in PRECIOUS metal

ARMY-NAVY
AIR FORCE-MARINES

PRESTIGE RINGS you'll wear with pride. World's largest selection of military
rings. Over 1000 combinations. Visa or MasterCard. Money Back Guarantee!
Send $1 for full color catalog today.

T-J JEWELRY CO.

Box Y, VB9 Apache Junction, AZ 85217

Wil ==

Never before have money-making opportunities been so
g)r:kat for qualified Locksmiths. Now lucrative ular
and key business has muitiplied a thousand
mllhons seok more protection aﬁnst 200ming cnme

ITram " PAST At Hame ol CASH PROFITS LR A

ht Away. You're in business ready to eam up to | Y

3%00 an hour a few days after you begm Foley- W'l """”:ll"

Bdsaws shortcut trammg Take advantage of today's (3 Profitable
unprecedented opportunities in Locksmithing for year- | Sparetime or Full-

round EXTRA INCOME in spare time — o full time in a | ime business of

high-profit business of your own. Hundreds we've [ YOUr OWR.

trained have done it. So can YOU! Al tools plus profes- SEND FOR

sional Key Machine given you with course. These plus

p nals and eqmpment plus simple, iflus- | YOUR COPY

trat supervision, plus business- | TODAY!

buildv gl.bﬁance wnll eﬂable you to THE MONEY

COMING IN! Ideal for retirement — good jobs, t0o. 30 DAY NO
RISK TRIAL

SEND FOR EXCITING FACTS — NO OBLIGATION!

~BELSAW INSTITUTE

1 EQUITABLE RD., DEPT 11590
KANSAS CITY, MO. 6412

SMAN Will Call - ever!

6301 zwmuun DEPT. 11590
KANSAS CITY, M0. 64120
PLEASE RUSH FIE BOOK “Keys To Your Future”

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY-STATE-ZIP




50th AAA, AW Bn (SP) (Korea)—Sept, El Paso—Gene
Ross, 530 Race St, Clyde OH 43410.

51st Med Bn Assn (WWII)—June, Greensburg PA—
George Dull, 410 S Broad St, Mechanicsburg PA
17055,

54th QM Base Depot (Antwerp Belgium)—Philadel-
phia—William Siegrist, 4 Camillo Dr, Wayne NJ
07470.

56th CA (Ft Cronkhite CA, 1941)—July, LaCrosse WI—
Aldor Hanson, 1423 S 4th St, LaCrosse W1 54601.
62d Sig Bn, Co B (No Africa & Italy, 1943-44)—Ernie
Johnson, 5368 Lowell Ave, Spring Hill FL 34609.
65th Gen Hosp (WWIl)—April, Raleigh NC—Sarkis
Mihranian, 19 Gregory Lane, LoudonvilleNY 12211.
66th CA (AA), Btry E, later 910th AA AW Bn, Btry A—
May/Sept, MN/AR—Alfred Starz, Box 197, Rt I,
Zumbro Falls MN 55991.

74th CA, 372d S/L Bn—Sept, Grand Island NY—
Dorothy King, 3464 N Turquoise Ave, Roswell NM
88201.

78th Div, 309th Inf, Co E—May, Lansing MI—Keith
Mygrants, 1303 N Hayford, Lansing MI 48912.

78th inf Div, 314th Inf Rgt, 79th Recon (WWH)—.July,
Lincoln NE—Ray Kubie, 824 S 51st St, Lincoln NE
68510.

80th Div Vets Assn (WWI & WWIl)—Aug, Louisville—
Claude Schappell, RD 1, Box 1492, Bethel PA 19507.
83d Inf Div Assn (WWIl)—Aug, Cincinnati—Robert
Derickson, 3749 Stahlheber Rd, Hamilton OH 45013.
86th Inf Div, 911th FA Bn, HQ Btry (WWIl)—June,
Omaha—Francis Swircinski, 91155’ Cir,OmahaNE
68127,

88th Div, 350th Inf Rgt, Anti-Tank Co—Aug, Allenwood
PA—Lee Rearick, RD 1, Box 402, Allenwood PA
17810.

88th Inf, SE Chpt—Apr. St Petersburg FL—George
Spino, POB 2561, Largo FL 34649.

88th Inf Abn Bn, 88th Glider Inf—July, Sturgis SD—
Anthony Braidic, 10341 SW 119 St, Miami FL 33176.
93d AA Bn, Btry B—May, Colorado Springs—Raymond
Gilbert, 4768 N 39th St, Milwaukee WI 53209,

94th Sig Bn Assn—Sept, Wichita KS—Max Boyer,910
N Mt Carmel, Wichita KS 6720:3.

99th CML Mortar Bn/442d AAA (AW) Bn (WWII)—.June,
Florence KY—David Tubesing, 3923 Hope Lane,
Erlanger KY 41018.

99th Sig Bn (WWIl)—June, Birmingham—Emmett
Patton, 5604 Court O, Birmingham AL 35208.
100th Div, 398th Inf Rgt, Co F—Sheldon Kofod, 613 E
7th St, Jamestown NY 14701.

100th Inf Div Assn (FL Chpt) (WWIl)—May, DeLand
FL—Hugh Creveling, 92 Ventura Dr, Dunedin FL
34698.

100th Inf Div Assn—Sept, Lake Kiamesha NY—John
Walsh, 51 Ninth Ave, Carbondale PA 18407.

101 A/B Div, 1/327th Abn Inf, Co A (RVN 67-68) —.June,
San Mateo CA—Vince Tavitian, 5969 Matthew Dr,
Whitehouse OH 43571.

102d AAA AW Bn (A/T) (WWII)—May, Virginia Beach—
Howard Zeh, 981 N Forest Rd, Buffalo NY 14221.
103d Div, 382d FA Bn, Btry C—.June, Bossier City LA—
Wayne Sullivan, 2711 Lindholm St, Shreveport LA
71108.

1034 Div, 409th Inf, Co D—Sept—James Kallod, 1534
11th St N, Fargo ND 58102.

103d Div, 384th FA Bn, HQ Btry—Apr, Eau Claire WI—
Cecil Ankney, 302 Broadview Blvd, Eau Claire WI
54701.

105th CE Bn—Alma White, 4022 Dana Dr, Louisville
KY 40216.

105th Sta Hosp—July, Toledo—Owen Weiser, 4930
Rambo Ln, Toledo OH 43623.

106th Cav Vets Assn—June, Champaign IL—Fred
Gourley, 1412 S Mattis, Champaign IL 61821,

112th Sig Radio Intel Co—Aug, Moline IL—Henry
Reepmeyer, RD 1, Box 44, Cohoes NY 12047.
113th QM Rgt, 38tk QM Co—.July, Indianapolis—Ward
Buss, 28323 C R 16 W, Elkhart IN 46516.

135th Ord, MM Co—Feb, Sebring FLL—Frank Lan-
zante, 1119 Green Pine Blvd, G1, West Palm Beach
FL 33409.

147th FA Rgt, Btry E, re-designated Btry B (WWil)—
June, Yankton SD—Leonard Lubbers, 817 Pine,
Yankton SD 57078.

150th Ord, MYA Co—.June, Columbus OH—George
Jones, 1319 Azalea Dr, Reynoldsburg OH 43068.
158th Inf Rgt & 147th FA—May, Monroeville PA—
Raymond Brett, RR 1, Box 234, Keene NH 03431.
164th Inf, Co 6—June, Valley City ND—Carl Tait, 450
4th Ave NW, Valley City ND 58072,

164th Inf, Co | (WWIl)—June, Wahpeton ND—Ira
Keeney, 521 2nd St N, Wahpeton ND 58075.

168th CA Bn (AA)—Apr, Emporia KS—Lawrence
Ringler, RR 5, Box 61, Emporia KS 66801.

195th AAA AW Bn (WWII)—Sept, Branson MO—Donald
Thomas, 27356 SW Ave, Naranja FL 33032.

continued on page 55

RIDA

OR LESS!
The builders of the $44' m

ORIGINAL VETERANS VILLAGE
bring you a beautifully planned community close to
everything in the heart of the West Florida Suncoast.

With a million dollar clubhouse and adjacent to the
LARGEST VFW POST IN FLORIDA, this is the place

for you!
For More
Information Call | == B =
‘Toll Free ol

IR
hﬂ“ e e s
Please send your brochure
I'm also interested in the 25¢ a night
vacation/inspection tour

Name

i 'Address

1115 Foxboro Drive

New Port Richey, FLL 33552 IClty
3 'Stale Zip
Another ///’ PREMlEREm tive Adult Community I
N Builders of over 15,000 Homes Phone/Area Code
| VF-2/89

YOU DON’T NEED

CASTRO’S PERMISSION

TO ENJOY THE UNIQUE HAVANA FLAVOR!

CUBAN-SEED-LEAF CIGARS FOR GIFT IDEA!
THE MAN WHO THOUGHT HE 7O A FRIEN
COULDN'T AFFORD THEM!

I'll send them to you from Tampa, the fine cigar
capital of the world. Sample the cigars in
my new Sterling Sampler and enjoy a
wonderful new smoking sensation. I'l
include a generous sampling of vintage-

leaf, long-filler and cut-filler cigars, all
perfectly blended for mildness and flavor.
These superb smokes are made with expertly !“lk% R
blended Cuban-seed-leaf tobaccos grown and cured the g&M -
old Cuban way in Honduras from seed smuggled out of Cuba "Lﬁk
They're mild, flavorful and extremely satisfying to the cigar smoker who's

looking for something new, something better, something exceptionally tasty. Experts

can't tell them from Havanas. You won't be able to either, when you try them. Natural wrapper.
If you're ready for a luxuriously enjoyable smoking experience, try them now.

s il  THOMPSON CIGAR CO. Dept. B
CIGAR LOVERS

I'll send you postpaid a selec-
tionol 42 factory-fresh
cigars —vintage-leaf long-filler
and cut-filler smokes. If these
cigars aren't all you expected.
return the unsmoked ones by
United Parcel or Parcel Post l
within 30 days and I'll refund
your money. No guestions l
asked. Your delivered cost is
only $10.90 for 42 factory-
fresh. Cuban-seed-leaf cigars

5401 Hangar Ct., Box 30303, Tampa, FL 33630
I'Kﬂ'Wmmsmmemmm '

or

O Check for $10.90 enclosed (Fla. mwumawe%umux)mcmrguswoomm OVISA
I OMasterCard [ American Express ([ Diners Club PLEASE PRINT |

Credit Card No Exp. Date

name I

street |

city state zip
I OFFER GOOD IN U.S. ONLY

TOLL-FREE 1-800-237-2559
IN FLORIDA, CALL: 1-800-282-0646

CREDIT CARD USERS
SPEED DELIVERY BY CALLING
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IT'S OFFICIAL! Now, you can get an ARMY, NAVY,
MARINE, AIR FORCE or COAST GUARD RING, no
matter how long it has been since you served!
Here’'s the ring you always wanted — so rugged

so manly and so finely detailed. Each one has

that particular branch of service. Electroplated in

ARIVED SERVIGES AINGS

LAYERED IN RICH 'IBKT GOLD
SET WITH A RUBY-RED 3 CARAT FACETED STONE

deoply sculpted official insignia and symbols for (¥

AIR FORCE

LADIES' SERVICE RINGS

Army and Marines are set with a
- faceted Ruby- Red Stone. Navy and Air
‘# Force topped with a Sapphire- Blue
Stone. Available in sizes5-10.

You Won't
Believe It's You!

INSTA-
TRIM

The Shirt That
INSTANTLY

Lets You Look ...
SLIM 'n’ TRIM

Before
B

Take years from your appearance! That's right — our exclusive
INSTATRIM Shirt will make you look years younger the second
you slip it on. Made from a special Power Knit Fabric that hold
you in . . . just like “second skin”. Looks like an ordinary
undershirt but it nips and tucks you in for a leaner, firmer
look. Invisible under clothes. Wear it all year 'round. Machine
washable. So why wait . . . start looking great . . . order today

cramped feet
PROFESSIONAL
SHOE STRETCHER

FREE
2 ATTACHMENTS

Why torture yourself? Get blessed, overnight rellef
the professional way. Enjoy a custom fit that will
have your aching feet dancing for joy! Gently
stretches and widens tight shoes. Crafted from
Genuine HARDWOODS with an E-Z METAL HANDLE.
Comes with 2 NYLON SPOT RELIEVERS . . . relieves
pressure on bunions and corns. Pays for itself . ..
no more trips to shoemaker. Takes the ‘‘ouch” out
of breaking in new shoes. Don't suffer another day!
SPECIFC SIZE AND SEX WHEN ORDERING.

Men’s Regular (7D-11A) Men’'s Large (10B-14D)}
Ladies’ Regular (5B-8A) Ladies’ Large (8B-11A)
No. 3066—Professional Shoe Stretcher
SPECIAL: 2 for $9.99
AT S

ST L1 0, et Pt o
certifie ectroplate at wi as’ 4 = ize,
and last! Big, 3 CARAT Multi-faceted, Ruby-Red  No. 5623— Men's Armed Services Ring .. ... $1295 | st 34-38 Me:‘;;‘_‘{flc"ﬁ‘,::’fz"j, X-Large: 46-48
Stone. It's the ring you can really wear with pride  No 5095— Ladies Armed Services Ring . .. .. $12.95 i .
because you served your country well. Available TWO ONLY $22.95 No. 2293 — INSTATRIM Shirt ...................
in sizes 7-1 . NOT AVAILABLE IN HALF SIZES ANY $22. SAVE! Two only $17 — Three only $23
o

H B

End the pain of — BEEPI D/

TALKING

Yes, the timekeeping of the future is here now!
Foster- Trent, proudly introduces a state of art
Alarm Clock that actually talks back to you! That's
right — just press the top and it actually tells you
the time in a clear speaking voice. It also tells time
conventionally, with a bright, easy to read DIGITAL
READOUT at the base. As modern as tomorrow,
with its unique pyramid shape, it has been crafted
of sleek, Hi- Impact White Plastic. Measures 5%"
wide x4%"" high. Perfect for bedside, desk-top or
kitchen. You can program our*‘smart” clock any of
3 ways for wake- up; There's a beeper signal . . . a
voice that calls out the hour. . . and because some-
things never change it can even “crow” like a
rooster — really! Battery operated, so it travels
with you too. Uses easy to find economical AA
batteries (not included). Of course, you can count
on precision, split- second timekeeping for years to
come. Launch into a whole new generation of
timekeeping at a surprisingly down- to- earth price.
No. 5070— Talking Alarm Clock . . .. .. $29.99
SAVE ON GIFTS! TWO ONLY $55

ALARM CLOCK

® Alarm Wakes You By Giving The Time

® (an Be Programmed To “Crow” Like A Rooster
Or Beep For Wake- Up

® Visual Digital Time Readout At Base

@ Touch & It Tells You The Time

LIFESIZED

GARDEN
GIRL

ADDS A
WHIMSICAL
TOUCH

0-0-H-H-P-S . . . As she tends to her flowers, her
colorful, Polka-Dot Bloomers are showing! Our life-
sized little gardener will delight neighbors and bring a
smile to passing motorists. She stands almost two
feet tall, overall. HANDPAINTED in bright, “traffic-
stopping” Color. HANDCRAFTED from EXTERIOR GRADE
MATERIALS. Comes with ground stakes too. A real
cute touch for lawn or garden.
8169— Gardening Girl

Extra Special Savings! Two Only $18

True To Life Coloring - Fascinating Action
FLYING MALLARD WEATHERVANE

Twirl With Every Breeze |

A splash of color . .
flying motion!
your yard, lawn or garden . . .
from vegetable patch and fruits too!

/

. as wings twirl in realistic
The perfect landscape accent for
keeps pest away
Action duck
measures about 16" long and is completely Weather

Resistant. Comes complete with 18" high metal
support rod. Full color. Specially priced!

No. 8136—Mallard $7.77 - TWO $12 - THREE $17

———————————q

|FOSTER TRENT, INC. |
2345 Post Rd., Dept567 B, Larchmont, NY 10538 |

RUSH the items ordered below on 30 DAY TRIAL — complete I
I satisfaction GUARANTEED or my money back ( except post.

& hand.) my payment is enclosed including $2.85 for post. |
I & hand. (Sorry no C.0.D.).
QUANJ SIZE | ITEM NO. DESCRIPTION PRICE :
SHIPPING & HANDLING 2185 {
N.Y. Residents Must Add Sales Tax
Total Enclosed

For FASTER U.P.S. Delivery Use Street Address & Apt. #

Print Name

Address Apt. #
I City
I State Zip.

Allow 3-5 weeks for delivery

e e o o ——— —— — ——
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REUNIONS | I AUSTRALIAN TEA TREE OIL GIANT
continued from page 53 THE CAST

2024 AAA AW Ba—Oct, Navarre Beach FL—Elmer ANEW Antiseptic/Fungicide that kil germs on contact! Tea PIGGY
Krebsbach, 3361 Lynne Ave, Flint MI 48506. Tree Oil attacks most stubborn fungi and is effective against

202d CE Bn, Co € (WWI)—July, Niles OH—John Hyre, | | athlete’s foot. jungle rot, jock itch, tinea. and nail fungus. Non- BANK
1360 Niles Cortland Rd SE, Warren OH 44484. irritating, Tea Tree Oil is also used on cuts. wounds, insect

208th CE Bn (WWII)—.June, St Louis—Thomas Roberts, bites, and minor burns and scalds. $11 95
4420 Benzler Rd, Marion OH 43302, AUSTRALIAN TEA TREE OIL is naturally grown and distilled

208th MP Co—Apr, Houston—Jim Waters, POB 936, from the leaves of a Melaleuca tree. Used by Australians for w plus $3.25 shipping
Lufkin TX 75901. -l e ; years, this 100% pure natural “Tea Tree Oil” now comes in An inspiration for savers — and collectors! A most unusual door
211th MP Co/15th Corp—.June, Esterville IA—Melvin a 1-ounce bottle for $16.95 (Washington State residents add stop or hearth decoration too, as this hog is made from 100 year
Ellis, Alex Rd, Rt 4, Estherville 1A 51:334. 7.8% sales tax). KNOCK OUT those annoying skin problems old antique foundry moulds. Not your everyday, run-of-the-mill
214th AAA Gun Bn (WWII)—Ralph Snyder, Box 81, 30 . : ; piggy bank — he weighs a hefty 4 POU"dS and is nearly a foot
NConird Ave 1o PA 19533 and SAVE on high medical costs. ORDER NOW by sending fong. With his voracious appetite this amazingly realistic porker
e Voo gl e ST | | check or money order for $16.95 to: can hold hundreds of dollars. Check, MC, Visa. NJ res. + 6%

[Al]— July, New Ulm MN 56073—Louis TEA TREE OIL, INC FULL Yt

Kahle, 327 N State, New Ulm MN 5(“)7-‘?. Dept. VF PO. Box 13508 MONEY-BACK SPECIAL: Two for $22 plus $5.95 shpg.

226th S/L Bn, Btry B (WWII)—July, Riverside CA—.Joe e W¥e BV ESSEX HOUSE

Dunbar, 3880 Rockingham P, Riverside CA 92504. Spokane. Washington 93208 GUARANTEE

244th FA Bn—May, Macon GA— Alex Luckasevic, 711 Box 1507, V2-9, Rahway, NJ 07065

Crest Ave, Charleroi PA 15022,

248th FA Bn, Btry B—Aug. Marion SC—W R Corbin,
140 Scenic View Dr, Old Hickory TN 37138.

257th Ord, MM Co (WWII)—Sept, Marion OH—W W
Blocho, 238 Cass Ave, Cheektowaga NY 14206.
264th FA Bn—.June, Kentucky—Lawrence Gresham,
804 Anaconda Ave, Charleston WV 25302.

277th Port Co, 503d Port Bn, TC—Sept, Minneapolis—
Jim Beemiller, RR 5, Box 488, Bedford PA 15522,
278th CE Bn, Co A—Aug, Louisville—Francis Martin,
14727 Co Line Rd, Poseyville IN 47633.

278th RCT Assn—March, Gatlinburg TN—Gene Miller,
POB 315, Etowah TN 37331.

283d FA Bn—LeVan Reber, 109 N Cambridge Ave,
Ventnor NJ 08406.

285th CE Bn (WWN)—Oct —Walter Maxwell, 309 Brock
Rd, Springfield PA 19064.

291stEngr,CBn—.June, Norman OK—Mack Barbour,
627 Clossen Blvd, Norman OK 73071 Located near Winter Haven,

300th Armd FA Bn (SP), Biry A/Med Det (Korea, 1952)— SWEETWATER is Central Fiorida s

May, Kansas City MO—Robert Davis, 1322 Dublin new lot ownership go]f&tennismt_
Blvd, Colorado Springs 'O 80918

304tﬁ Ord, Rgt B, 2d Bnl—Nn\: .‘S'a\'a.mnah GA—Dana LOTPRICES STARTING AS
Lyman, 520 Franklin St, Hinesville GA 31313. LOW AS $14 990

315th Inf Rgt (WWI)—Aug, Pittsburgh—Francis

Oczko, 144 N 6th St, New Hyde Park NY 11040, ALL HOME PRICES INCLUDE:
337th FA, Btry C—Aug, Allenwood PA—Willard Shingle roof, carport or optional
Russell, RD 1, Box 400, Allenwood PA 17810. garage, screen room, ut:hty room,

343d Eng GS (Germany)—.June, Hager City WI— central heatmgand A/C landscapmg -
Bernie Olson, Rt 1, Box 1389, Hager City WI 54014. SOd e & h 2
344th Ord Depot Co—Sept, Charleston WV—Frank sprinkler system & much more.

Angotti, 109 Main, Weston WV 26452.

351st Ord Maint Co, AA (WWII)—Sept, Pocono PA—
George Billger, 370 Woodstream Way, N Wales PA
19454,

351st $/L Bn—June, Des Moines—Bob Johnson, 514
Brown St, Jackson MN 56143.

373d FA Bn Acco—Apr, Pocono Manor PA—Frank
Andros, POB 55, Hyde Park NY 12538.

377th AA AW Bn, Btry A—May, Kingston OK—Harold
Blackwell, 1736 Arch Ave, SW, Seattle WA 98116.
385th AAA Bn (WWII)—June, Asheville NC—Douglass
Cochran, 420 Belvedere Rd. Hagerstown MDD 21740.
400th AAA Bn (WWII)—Sept, Las Vegas—Edward
Rau, 1025 Prune Ct, Sunnyvale CA 94087.

410th AAA Bn, Btry D (WWH)—Aug, Rockton PA—
John Conway, POB 56, Rockton PA 15856.

430th AAA AW Bn—May. St Louis—James McPhail,
17 S 71st St, Belleville 1L 62223

471st Engr Maint Co—June, So Fallsburg NY—An- SWIM in a sparkling, irSlZe '
thony DiCroce, 301 Seneca Pkwy, Rochester NY Ol pic ortelaxinthewarm
;;gl:gl"l"ﬂ (Wwi) I Orr, 153 ( Hakly e s

n —Sept—Dave Orr, 153 Connie ~
Dr, Pittsburgh PA 15214. RELAX & meet friends in the
516th Sig Co (Camp Roeder, Salshurg Austria, 1953- spacious Victorian style clubhouse.

§5)—June—Dow Duncan, Box 204, Boone 1A 50036. Deli & lounge, adjacent to pool area.
527th Engr, Lt Ponton Co—.July, Des Moines—Marion .
Munsinger, POB 7, Eldora 1A 50627-0007.

531st AAA AW Bn (WWII)—Aug, Des Moines—Ed SEND ME MORE DETAILS

Herman, 602 4th St NE, Montgomery MN 56069. CA[.L ’TOLL FREE | SWEE)T\}QIAT[%ZE C\i;)Welel FlondaFfoSrgrSnsténi;ig;élnc.
535th AAA AW Bn (WWIl)—May, Scottsdale AZ—Gene 0. Box , Winter Haven, 5 -

Lash, 11601 N Sundown Dr, Scottsdale AZ 8526(). 1‘800'331‘8605

557th AAA Bn Assn—May, Gettysburg PA—Louis orin Florida I Name

Edell, 2904 Oakcrest Ave, Baltimore MD 21234,

563d SAW Bn—Herb Rose, 6778 Derby Rd, Derby NY 1'800'722‘6601 l Address

14047. Ask AL : _ :

601st Ord Bn (1952-54)—July, Omaha—Lyle Allbery, t— | City State Zip Code

116 § Wesgaye St, Gretna NE 68028. OUR FREE VCR TAPE ! phone! )

605th FA Bn, Btry A—Oct, Hernando FL—Gerald
Nash, 40 Tpmpk.y_s;(v Nashua NH 03060. West Florida g:m uniti I [0 Send me MY FREE VCR TAPE enclose $2.00 for postage
611th OBAM Bn—Nov, Savannah GA—.John Kowal- es, Inc. ' THIS ADVERTISEMENT IS NOT AN OFFERING. NO OFFERING CAN BE MADE UNTIL AN OFFERING

chuk, 2 Rusty Rail Ln, Hilton Head Isle GA 29295. developers of S PLAN IS FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF LAW OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. THIS

. ADVERTISEMENT IS MADE PURSUANT TO COOPERATIVE POLICY STATEMENT NO. 1 ISSUED BY THE
We would be pleased o send you our FREE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK (FILE NUMBER: H88.0157). MASSACHUSETTS

VCR tape. Enclose $2.00 only for postage. REGISTRATION NO. O.S. 88/009/054

continued on page 56
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NOW! Get in on the PROFITS in

Work part time, full time —
right at home — we help
you every step of the way.
No doubt about it. . . as a small engine
pro, you can cash in on the huge de-
mand for qualified men in one of Amer- 4
ica’s fastest growing industries. You'll i
be able to command top hourly rates of from
$25.00 to $30.00 per hour — and that’s just
for labor.

Plenty of business waiting for qualified men.
65,000,000 Small Engines Are In Use Today!
That's the official count from the Engine Service Assn., and
one-million new engines are being built each month. With
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon have the skill and
knowledge to make top money servicing these engines.

Professional Tools and Equipment PLUS p Engine....
All YOURS TO KEEP. ... All at No Extra Cost.

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!
You don't need to be a ‘born mechanic’ or have any prior
experience. Lessons are fully illustrated . . . so clear you
can't go wrong, and with our famous ‘learn-by-doing’
method you get practical ‘hands-on’ experience.

I—Fuley-Belsaw Institute, 6301 Equitable Rd.
| Dept. 51633, K.C., MO 64120

| [ YES, please send me the FREE booklet that gives full de-

tails about starting my own business in Small Engine Repair.
I | understand there is No Obligation and that No Salesman will
| call on me

| NAME |
: ADDRESS :
Loy |
L e |

HOME DELIVERY IN
PLAIN WRAPPING

UNDERGARMENTS

We provide an easy, discreet way to keep sup-
plied and buy in quantity, without the hassle
of long waits in store checkout lines. All cus-
tomer names kept strictly confidential!
Available only in EXTRA absorbency:

Per 30-count package .............. $18.45
Plus $1.50 shipping, handling per package.
Sold only in multiples of FOUR packages.
Specify new style ELASTIC legs or original
style FOLDED legs. Orders filled only for origi-
nal 48 states. Mail check with order. Or charge

to your VISA or MasterCard by phoning:
TOLL FREE: 1-800-221-6923

Phone 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

EVENT SALES, Inc. Dept. 11
\ 2337 Central Ave. N.E. / Minneapolis, Minn. 55418
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619th Engr Base Eqp Co—Sept, Bismark ND—Ken
Secrest, RD 1, Box 72, Unadilla NY 13849,

627th TD Bn—May, Painted Post NY—Harry Sturde-
vant, 65-414 Estates, Beaver Dam NY 14812,

630th AA Bn—.July, Parsippany NJ—Michael Wolfe,
28 Clara St, N Haledon N.J 07508.

632d TD Bn—May, Nashville—Lester Otto, 609 N
Park St, Streator IL 61364,

638th TD Bn—July, Indianapolis—Art Paulin, 3610 E
75th St, Indianapolis IN 46240,

699th Sig Corp (WWI)—June, Baltimore—Robert
Collins, 2523 Londonderry Rd, Timonium MD 21093.
711th Abn Ord Maint Co, Bn 0—Oct, Columbus GA—
James Hembree, 20 Binks Dr, Clarksville TN 37042.
720th MP Bn Assn—.June, Laurel MD—Joseph Selo-
vich, 1909 35th St, Kenosha WI 53140).

724th ROB (WWIl)— Aug, Jackson MI—James Williams,
Golden Terr #1,555 Lake Hurst Rd, Browns Mills N.J
08015.

746th Ry Oper Bn—June, San Antonio—Edith Gillen,
1614 Glen Valley Dr, Irving TX 75061.

757th Ry Shop Bn—NY—Bernard Okarma, 26 Crest-
wood Dr, Randolph N.J 07869.

779th AAA AW Bn, Btry C—North Adams MA— Vincent
Bushee, Manchester Center VT 05255,

783d Engr Petr Dist Co—May, Nashville—Paul Mclean,
1742 Spencerport Rd, Rochester NY 14606.

785th MP Bn, Co B—June, Boaz AL—Louie Hollaway,
Rte 7, Box 431, Boaz AL 35957.

787th AAA AW Bn, Btry A—Jerome Svajda, POB 2091,
Bryan TX 77806.

793d MP Bn (1943-53)—Art Sherokow, Rt 1, Box
196C, Parsons TN 38363.

817th TD Bn—June, Pittsburgh—Raymond Banks,
116 Laurel Ave, Pittsburgh PA 15202,

850th Engr Avn Bn—.June, Peoria IL—Larry Kinsinger,
709 W Jefferson, Washington IL 61571.

866th AAA AW Bn—July, Lansing MI—John Sawyer,
2636 Ray Blvd, Traverse City MI 49684.

987th Armd FA Bn (Korea)—June, Alliance OH—Bob
Steffy, 7230 Swamp St NE, Hartville OH 44632,
989th Sig Svc Co, Team A/B/C—Oct—Ed Brown, 316
N Willow Dr W, Plainfield IL 60544.

1000th Engr Tdwy Brg Co—Sept, Philadelphia—Louis
Feraco, 502 Schoolhouse La, Willow Grove PA
19090.

1142d CE Gp (WWIl)—June, Asheboro NC—Mahon
Flake, Box 285, Badin NC 28009.

1255th CE Bn (WWII)—Aug, Morningside MD— Alfred
J Babecki, 1405 Colony Rd, Oxon Hill MD 20745,
1289th CE—June, Hasper IN—Hilbert Theising, Box
113, Schnellville IN 47580).

1905th Engr Avn Bn—Aug, Oklahoma City—John
Grapes, 704 S Massachusetts, Cherokee OK 73728,
3451st Ord MM Co—Sept, Evansville IN—James
Rankin, 7902 Schmuck Rd, Evansville IN 47712,
3573d QM Trk Co (ETO, WWII)—Charles Beard, 319
Bigley Ave, Baltimore MD 21227.

3711th QM Trk Co—June, Cedar Rapids IA—Bud
Rosdail. 228 Harnett St NW, Cedar Rapids [A 52405.
Americal Div FA (WWII, Korea, Vietham)—May, Myrtle
Beach SC—Carlo DePorto, POB 232, Gambrills MD)
210564,

Army Otter-Caribou Assn—Aug, Seattle WA—Bill
Hooks, POB 6091, Columbus GA 31907-0073.

Co C, Staff Bn, HSG, GHQ FEC (Tokyo)—June, Cleve-
land—Lawrence Casapini, 510 Stuart St NW, Mas-
sillon OH 44646.

Ft Kamehameha, Hawaii (all units, 1932-42)—June,
Lexington KY—D M Cooper, POB 142, Glen Dale WV
26038. .

Ft Robinson, Neb— July, Ft Robinson—Ed Bieganski,
HC 75, Box 25A, Chadron NE 69337.

Inf Security Det (1950-51)—Gerald Pierce, 3201 Jeff
Davis Rd, Oxford MS 38655.

MP Town Patrol, Ft Lawton (Seattle WA, 1949-52) —
Percy Hugdahl, 2119 Spooner Ave, Altoona WI
54720,

WWII Pacific Amphib Tank-Trac Forces—Aug, San
Diego—John Pinkerman, PO Drawer J, Idyllwild CA
92349,

Vietnam Helicopter Crew Members Assn—June, Las
Vegas—Spencer Gardner, POB 237, Crowley TX
76036.

EIE COAST GUARD
USS Burlington PF51—Myron Rogers, 1890 South
Ocean Dr, Apt 1203E, Hallandale FL 33009.

USS Knoxville PF64—May, Heber Springs AR—
Charles Linn, Rt 3, Box 9-A, Tumbling Shoals AR
72581.

BN MARINES

A/19/3d Mar Div—Sept, San Leandro CA—Robert
Shine, 51705 Pine Loop Dr, La Pine OR 97739,
Bermuda Mar Dtch (1953-56)—Hank Olney, 205
Summer St, Stratford CT 06497,

Chi-Chi-Jima Marines—.June, Gettysburg PA—Bob
Snyder, 2160 Hanover Rd, #10, Gettysburg PA
17325,

K/4/12,3d Mar Div (Vietnam, 1966-69)—.July, Chicago—
Doug Wean, 1 S 175 Winthrop Ln, Villa Park IL
60181.

MOTG 81—George Campbell, 1210 Mkt St, Box 503,
Bloomsburg PA 17815.

Marines—Aug, Youngstown OH—W R Simon, 2268
Innwood Dr, Youngstown OH 44515-5150),

USS Enterprise CV6—.June, San Diego—Pete Damato,
10322 Woodbridge, N Hollywood CA 91602,

USS General H L Scott AP136 (WWII)—Don Larson,
8701 Nantucket Way, Garden Grove CA 92641.
VMSB-243 (1942-44)—Oct, Dallas— Thomas Schmidt,
14920 NW 12th Ave, Miami FL 33168.

6/2/5, 1st Mar Div—Lake Charles LA—Fred Hollier,
POB 700173, San Antonio TX 78270).

1st Div, 16th Field Dept, Peleliu Survivors—Sept,
Niagara Falls—John Hinds, 50 Miramar Rd, Roches-
ter NY 14624,

3d Barrage Balloon Sqdn (WWII)—Oct, Ponchatoula
LA—Robert Herbst, 19 Shannon Ridge Rd, Danbury
CT 06810.

3d Mar Div—July, Guam—Harvey Tennant, 4368
Loma Riviera Ct, San Diego CA 92110.

3d Mar Div Assn—.July, Chicago—John McLynn, POB
5247, Chula Vista CA 92012,

3d Mar Div, 4th Bn, 12th Mar, Kilo (Vietnam, 1966-69) —
July, Chicago—Rex Forcht, Box 341, Dongola IL
62926.

11th Amph Trac Bn—June, Vincennes IN-George Phil-
lips, 1306 Maple St, Lawrenceville 1L 62439,

NS NAVY

1st NCB Bn—Apr, Orlando—Charles Mischler, 29
Sanford Ave, Emerson NJ 07630,

8th NCB—Sept, Fresno CA—George Kaiser, 221 W
Herndon, #218, Pinedale CA 9365().

Sth Spec NCB, Co B—J L Gulsvig, Lago Morada-4,
14474 Skyline Dr, Spicer MN 56288,

30th NCB— June, Poconos PA—Paul Flack, 154 Cuba
Ave, Staten Island NY 10306.

35th NCB—Sept, Columbia SC—Phil Silver, 9245
Stratford Ct, Westbury NY 11590,

57th CE Bn, Co C, Americal Div—July, Cheektowaga
NY—Henry Fronczak, 57 Annamarie Terr, Cheek-
towaga NY 14225,

73d NCB— July, St Louis—Henry Taneggra, 915 St
Clair Ave, Collinsville 1L 62234.

85th NCB—Fred Kofman, 415 Walnut St, Julesburg
CO 80737.

93d NCB—Oct, Mesa AZ—Ed Cox, 7732 E Holmes
Ave, Mesa AZ 85208.

115th NCB—.July, Northampton MA—Edward Plum-
mer, 5023 E Naomi St, Indianapolis IN 46203.
136th NCB—.July, Allentown PA—Ralph Harrison,
837 Millwood Rd, Broken Arrow OK 74011.

622d Ord Bn Assn—Sept, St Louis—Scott Staton, 300
Sugar Loaf Rd, Hendersonville NC 28739,

ARSD Navy 60 (Russell Islands, Solomons)—.June,
Niagara Falls—Edward Devantier, 1115 91st St,
Niagara Falls NY 14304.

CAG 14 & VF(N) 77C (USS Wasp CV18 & USS Intrepid
CV11)—Sept, San Diego—Gordon Bjornson, POB
3988, La Mesa CA 92044,

CBMU-302 (RVN 1967-69)—R L Snyder, 1542 Landing
Ln, Neptune Beach FL 32233,

Co 17 (1939, Great Lakes, US Naval Training Sta)—
S()p}?. Vinton IA—Harry Swiger, RR 2, New Boston IL
61272,

Comdeslant/USS Denebola AD12 (1940-46)—.June,
Portland—Frank Chapin, 111 Dyke Farm Rd Ext, So
Portland ME 04106.

Covered Wagon Assn (CV-1/AV-3)—Oct, San Jose
CA—Earl Dixon, 1975-275 Space Park Way, Mt View
CA 94043,

Des Div 59 (USS Bernadou, USS 153/USS Cole, DD455/
USS Dallas, DD199/USS DuPont, DD152 & USS Ellis,
DD154—May, Decatur AL—Richardson Prouty, 335
Main St, Spencer MA 01522.

Helicopter Attack Light 3—.June, Pensacola FL—Tom
Thalmann, N2656 Fox Lane, Shawano WI 54166.
Navy 3115 Cub 10 (Hollandia, New Guinea)—.June,
Owensboro KY—Roger Hedrick, 1401 N Woodburn
Ave, Bloomington IN 47401.

Navy Armed Guard—May, El Paso—Herb Norch, 77
Sutton Pl, El Paso TX 79912.

NMCB-74 Vietnam Era Assn—Nov, Gulfport MS—Bill
Christiansen, 7586 County M, Maplewood WI 54226.




PATSU 1-3 (WWII, South Pacific)—Gordon Jones, 211

Naples St, Chula Vista CA 92011.

Sampson WWII Navy Vets, Co 558, G UnitSept, Waterloo

NY—Raymond Taylor, 2 Harvard Dr, Media PA 19063.

Ship Exp Unit, Naval AC Factory, NAAS Mustin Field,

Phila, 1942-44—George Hutchinson, 106 Avondale

Av, Haddon Field NJ 08033.

Spec Augmented Hosp—Oct, Biloxi MS—George

Mitchell, 1639 Oaklawn Pl, Biloxi MS 39530.

Spec Augmented Hosp #8 (Okinawa, 1945)—Oct,

galléis—Clarence Rhines, 140 S Main St, O'Fallon, IL
2269.

US Navy Armed Guard (WWI & WWII)—June, Seattle—

Madelen Rigg, 1623 SW 166th, Seattle WA 98166.

US Navy Armed Guard (WWIl)—May, El Paso—Herb

Norch, 74 Sutton Pl, El Paso TX 79912.

USS Alabama BB60/SSBN731—Apr, Mobile AL—John

Brown, POB 501, Keller TX 76248.

USS Alaska CB1—June, Duluth MN—Keith Thomson,

13010 W 2nd St, Duluth MN 55808.

USS Allen M Sumner DD692—June, Buffalo NY—R E

Gall, 61 Fuller Ave, Tonawanda NY 14150.

USS Ashland LSD1—July, Lexington KY—Milt Fergu-

son, 1540 E Moore Rd, Hillsdale MI 49242.

USS Attu CVE102—Sept, Mackinaw City MI—Floyd

Atkins, 9110 Huggin Hollow, Martinsville IN 46151.

USS Bagley DD386—Sept, St Louis—Walter Morley,

POB 608, West Dennis MA 02670.

USS Barnett APA5—June, Norfolk—John Kolstad,

2213 Ming Ave, Bakersfield CA 93304.

USS Beale DD/DDE471—Aug, Levelland TX—Frank

Davidson, Box 471, Whiteface TX 79379.

USS Bon Homme Richard C¥/CVA31—Aug, Bremerton

WA—Ralph Pound, POB 1531, 410 Clark St, Tupelo

MS 38802.

USS Braine DD630 (1943-73)—Oct, Norfolk VA—Doug

Hotchkiss, RR8, Box 92, Bridgeton NJ 08302.

USS Bremerton— Aug, Long Beach—R F Polanowski,

RD 1, Belfast NY 14711.

USS Bunch DE694/AP079—May, Baltimore—David

Hibbs, 706 Hartman Ave, Hanover PA 17331.

USS Bunker Hill CV17/C652—Sept, Williamsburg

VA—Billy Wagner, POB 516, Williamsburg VA 23187.

USS Burleigh PA95 (WWII)—Nov, Norfolk—Carl Bell,

1470 Cranbrook Dr, Hermitage PA 16148.

USS Caravan AM157—May, Omaha—Tom Crossy,

444 Adam St, Westmont IL 60559.

USS Captivate AM156—H W McPherson, 5732 S

Washington St, Downers Grove IL 61510.

USSCard CVE11 & VC1/8/9/12/55—Sept, San Diego—

Joe Macchia, 8290 Melrose Rd, Melrose FL 32666.

USS Chandeleur AV10—Oct, North Charleston SC—

Kenneth Boyd, Rt 4, Box 145, Culpeper VA 22701.

USS Charrett DD581—Sept, St Louis—Vernon

Houchin, 4932 Fairview, St Louis MO 63139.

USS Clemson DD186/APD31—Aug, Pittsburgh PA—

Fred Haag, 92 E Steuben St, Pittsburgh PA 15205.

USS Collett DD730—R K Conover, 9 Helen Ave,

Freehold NJ 07728.

USS Conway DD507 (1942-70)—Carl Shand, RD3,

Ware Rd, Fulton NY 13069.

USS Conyngham DD371—June, Pasco WA—Jack

Dawson, 2912 Rogers Ave, Tampa FL 33611.

USS Cotten DD669—Aug, El Paso—Walter Shollmier,

1828 Parnassus, Memphis TN 38108.

USS Crouter DE11 (Sept, 1943-Dec, 1945—JohnSedory,

5700 W Wilson, #81, Banning CA 92220.

USS Daly DD519—July, St Louis—Walter Johnson,

161 Boxford St, Lawrence MA 01843.

USS Dashill DD659— July, McPherson KS—Don Merry-

field, Box 447, McPherson KS 67460.

USS Davison DD618—June, Lancaster PA—Roy De-

wald, 313 Mt Allen Dr, Mechanicsburg PA 17055.

USS Delta AK29/AR9—Sept, Davenport IA—James

Elder, 13010 W Colfax P1, Butler WI 53007.

USS Dorsey DMS1—June, Las Vegas—Roger Sloan,

2605 Havasupai Bl, Lake Havasu City AZ 86403.

USS Earl Johnson—Edward Warrington, 4718 NW

Marie Cir, Cleveland TN 37311.

USS Eaton DD/DDE510—Aug, Coralville IA—Barbara

Gorvin, RR 1, Box 165, Oxford IA 52322.

USS Entemedor $8340—Glen Stinson, 7111 N Cosby

Dr, Kansas City MO 64151.

USS Fessenden DE142—Norfolk VA—Joe Kirsch, 424

Plummer Dr, Chesapeake VA 23323.

USS Foote DD511—Oct, San Antonio—Edward

Mazepa, 146 Pine St, South Plainfield NJ 07080.

USS Fowler DE222—Sept, Charleston SC—Bill Burris,
1010 W Broadway, Maryville TN 37801.

USS Frankford DD497—Sept, Tacoma WA—George

Borgia, 6911 47th St Ct E, Puyallup WA 98371.

USS Franklin CV13—March, San Diego—Ray Bailey,

3511 Byrd St, San Diego CA 92154.

USS Franklin D Roosevelt CV42 & Air Wings—May,

Atlantic Beach FL—John Lyons, 4213 Harry St,

Corpus Christi TX 79412.

USS Gantner DE6D/APD42—Sept, Charleston SC—

Richard Ager, 9411 Woodberry St, Lanham Seabrook

MD 20706. :
continued on page 58

Be Your Own

Boss and Make

$18.00
to

$30.00
AN HOUR!

Your FREE Lifetime Security Fact Kit tells you how to
make $18.00 to $30.00 an hour in your own Foley-
Belsaw Full-Service Saw and Tool Sharpening Busi-
ness. Your FREE Fact Kit explains how you can:

— be your own BOSS!

— work full time or part time, right at home.

- do work you enjoy and take pride in.

— operate a CASH business where 90¢ of every
dollar you take in is clear CASH profit.

And it is so easy to learn. Foley-Belsaw gives
you all the facts and instructions. No experience or
special training is necessary. Foley-Belsaw tells you
everything you need to know to be successful.

And there's plenty of business available in your area.
You will be able to sharpen all types of saws, garden
and shop tools for home, farm and industry.

You will be able to set your own hours and not have
to worry about layoffs and strikes. And there are no
franchise fees. Any age person can succeed.

But you've got to get the FACTS before you can
et started. So write NOW for your FREE Lifetime
ecurity Fact Kit. It's yours to keep with NO

OBLIGATION.

... send NOW for your FREE
Lifetime Security Fact Kit!

FREE e
| =
URI

m FACT KIT

- - - - - - -

1 Foley-Belsaw Co.
1 6301 Equitable Rd., Dept. 20808
1 Kansas City, Mo. 6412

[

1] YES, | want to know more!
Please rush my FREE Lifetime Security Fact
Kit .

Address

City State Zip

- - - - - - - - - -

)
Area Code Phone

- - - - - - - - - - - ]

your busiest

5 YEAR GUARANTEE!

If they prove unsatisfactory anytime in the
next 5 years, we'll replace them with a
BRAND NEW pair. Cheerful refund of the
purchase price, less postage and han-
dling, within 30 days. Just return with
sales slip.

Now. Save money
on instant support
for your legs!

These fashion-right hose can put bounce in
your step, as they put money in your pocket.

These are quality support hose, that gently support and massage
your legs with each step you take. Help you feel great all through
guaranteed for five years.

Stock up now, in all the colors you need, and save. We cut out
the middleman, and deal in huge quantities...so we can pass the
savings on to you. Order how.

FOR MEN AND WOMEN. ITEM 6402-101
Sizes: Medium (Shoe sizes 6-10) Large (Shoe sizes 11-13)
Available in Black, Navy, Brown, White, Grey, Tan

NOW buy 5 pai
and ge:I ‘1, papi:"FREE!
...that’s 6 pair for only $1 925

D "J. M. Devrey, Inc. Dept. 82313

38 St. Johns PI., Box 0800, Freeport, N.Y. 11520-0800

days in luxurious comfort. So good, they are

A great buy at $385 pair

Check type of payment:
) PREPAID. | enclose

Please rush item 6402101 CJ 1 pr. for $3.85 [T55 Cost Chlack ar money oroer |
gl’de:' O 6 pr. for $18.25 (Save $3.85) r 0COD.|mciose$s |
OW!  ISAVE MORE! Less than $2.90 pairt ", J; Resdents deposit.

Just fil] 15, 12 for $3470 Sawe s1150 oo ekt iy M e b |

USt ! Size Color Total ) MasterCard |

in this »‘ hwrs..(Pnn?)(s' Card No. ,
| Address Exo

B e —. T e
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EARN $10 TO $20
PER HOUR IN YOUR
NEIGHBORHOOD!

Take orders for Mason Shoes...

It's this easy: Just show the Mason Shoe cata-
log to neighbors, friends and relatives. Let them
thumb through the pages of over 400 up-to-date
shoe styles. Then take their orders!
Their deposit—from $3.00 to $26.00
per pair—is yours to keep. That's
right, you get paid before the
order is sent to Mason. No
investment, no risk...ever.
Catalog and selling tools
are FREE. To get
started, call Toll Free
1-800

i Ext. F-8240r write:
'....; J-----‘
MASON SHOE MFG. CO.

1251 First Avenue, Dept. F-824
. Chippewa Falls, WI 54774
Please rush a FREE catalog and starting kit to:

NAME
ADDRESS.
CITY,
STATE. ZIP.
By 15 o v w e o e vt 1y ot v )

Fund-Raising, Give-Aways,
Membership Drives,
onvention Swaps.

Plastic

Lapel Pins |

Your design molded in 3 dimensions,
rich colors. Choice of backs. Golfball
Markers. Push Pins, etc. 8¢ to 27¢ ea.
(min. 1,000) plus 1-time mold charge.
Free literature or $1 for samples (de-
ductible on order).
KNOBBY KRAFTERS Dept. V
P.O. Box 300, Attleboro, MA 02703
(508) 222-7272

We'll help you
up and down stairs
for $2 a day, or less*

¢ Unique human-engineered features never
before available.

* Straight, curved or spiral stairways, decorator
styling.

* Contoured, cushioned seat and backrest.
Large footrest.

* Flip-up dual armrests. Finger-tip operation.

» Over 50 years of leadership in stairway lifts,
vertical and inclined wheelchair lifts
and porch elevators.

FOR FREE BROCHURE, WRITE OR CALL:

1-800-782-1222

IN WI 1-800-552-7711

The Freedom of Movement®

s CHENEY

A Mediquip Healthcare Company

Dept. VF, P.O. Box 188, New Berlin, WI 53151
*Based on typical straight ion at mirs. SRP amortized over 60 months.
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USS Bayety AM239—Sept, Louisville KY—Bud Zeck-

ser, 5007 W 63rd Terr, Prairie Village KS 66208.

USS George E Davis DE357—Stanley Cohen, 33 Fair-

ways Cir, Palm Coast FL 32037.

USS George A Johnson DE583—Sept, Charleston SC—

Harry Burtchin, 555 S Copus Rd, Lima OH 45805.

USS George K MacKenzie DD836—July, St Louis—J L

House, 1021 N 8th, Apt 1, Burlington IA 52601.

USS Gull AM74 (1942-45)—Albert Campoli, 711

Cricket Ave, Ardsley PA 19038.

USS H A Bass APD124—June, San Diego—Charles

Kunick, 2840 Bamboo Dr, Lake Havasu City AZ

86403.

USS Hector AR7—Oct, Lake Havasu City AZ—Bruce

Harrell, 3195 Kenneth Ln, Lake Havasu City AZ

86403.

USS Heermann DD532—May, Long Beach CA—Ralph

Stokes, 54 Golden Pond Dr, Heron MT 59844.

USS Hesperia AKS13—Sept, St Petersburg FL—Har-

old Curry, 1300 62nd Terr S, St Petersburg FL

33705.

USS Hopkins DMS13/USS Long DMS12/USS Hovey

DMS11/USS Southard DMS10 & USS Chandler DMS9—

June, Portland OR—Robert Neal, 5718 SE Wood-

haven St, Milwaukie OR 97222.

USS Howard F Clark DES33—Sept, Charleston SC—

George Neldon, 1508 N Franklin, Litchfield IL 62056,

USS Idaho BB42 Assn—July, Moscow ID—David

Graham, POB 11247, San Diego CA 92111.

USS Independence CVL22—Aug, Reno—C J Horth,

200 W San Bernardino Ave, #117, Rialto CA 92376.

USS Indiana BBS8— Aug, Fall River MA—AI Vicarelli,

POB 620, Cutchogue NY 11935.

USS Ingraham DD694 (1944-71)—Aug, 1990, Bethle-

hem PA—Arthur Jones, 1817 W Main, Massillon OH

44646.

USS J Fred Talbott D156— May, Washington DC—Bob

Zveare, 714 W Tantallon Dr, Ft Washington MD

20744.

USS Jack Miller DE410—Rudy Florentine, 126 N

Avolyn Ave, Ventnor City NJ 08406.

USS Jerauld APA174 (deck force)—Joseph Nichols,

290 W Branch Rd, Prudenville MI 48651.

USS John C Butler—Oct, Charleston SC—Chester

Skoczen, 326 Chestnut St, N Syracuse NY 13212.

USS Joseph E Campbell DE70/APD48—Sept, Charles-

ton SC—Del Faust, 116 Oriole Dr, St Charles MO

63301.

USS Juneau CLAA119—Kenneth Cook, 63 Ft Royal

Ave, Charleston SC 29407.

USS Kimberly DD521—Sept, Orlando—Arthur

Forster, 2312 Nela Ave, Orlando FL 32809.

USSLamson DD367—Sept, St Louis—Ray Duley, Her-

itage Sq, L-3, Mission TX 78572.

USS LaVallette DD448—May, San Diego CA/Ensenada

9BGC—C M Allen, HC Rte 1, Box 551, Trinity Center CA
091.

USS LCI(G) 346 (1943-45)—Ray Malicoat, 244 S

Norman, Moore OK 73160.

USSLCI(G) 439—May, Nashville—Charles Craft, Rt 5,

Box 438, Dickson TN 37055.

USS LCI(L) 613 (WWIl)—Robert Byheny, 55 Revere Dr,

Sayville NY 11782.

USS Lewis DES35— Elmer Sailer, 1507 Rockwood Dr,

Alamogordo NM 88310.

USS Lioyd DE209/APD63—Frank Hightowler, 22 Litzn

Rd, Forestdale RI 02824.

USS Long Island CVE1—May, Charleston SC—George

Klein, 135 Hickory St, Lemont IL 60439.

USS Lowndes APA154—Dan Wisdom, 1615 Harrisee

St, Terrell TX 75160.

USS LSM3 (1944-46) —Edward Jones, 105 Amackas-

sin Terr, Yonkers NY 10703.

USS L8T197—William Dilworth, 68 Milton St, Arling-

ton MA 02174.

USS LST266 (1943-45)—Edward Dyar, 6075 Darra-

moor Rd, Birmingham MI 48010.

USS L8T279—Sept, Louisville KY—A J Mayer, 1204

Pennsylvania, Windsor IL 61957.

USS LSM330/LSM Grp 18 (staff)—Oct, Orlando—

Gregory Mullian, 4 Broadway, Apt B, Newport RI

02840.

USS LSTs 525 & 512—June, Garden Grove CA—Bob

Perry, 9172 Orangewood Ave, Garden Grove CA

92641.

LST654—Sept, Lancaster PA—Art Mohn, 127 E

Church St, Stevens PA 17578.

USS LST694/USS LCT724/USS LCT893—Sept, Minne-

apogg—Robert Kirsch,RD 4, Box 117, EvansCity PA

16033.

USS LST727 (WWII, Pacific area)—Jule Wicker, 8565

M 65 South, Lachine MI 49753.

LST786 (WWII & Vietnam)— Aug, Oakland MD—Gerald

Busic, 195 4th Ave, Holtsville NY 11742,

USS LST(H) 851—May, St Louis—A J Pepper, 1814
Stratford, Sylvan Lake MI 48053.

USS LST957— June, Boston—William Barron, 1 Mann
St, Braintree MA 02184.

USS Ludliow DD438—Sept, Annapolis MD—Bob Javins,
537 Clark’ s Run Rd, La Plata MD 20646.

USS Lyon AP71—Sept, Davenport IA—D E Cloe, 6281
NW Blvd, Davenport 1A 52806.

USS Maddox DD731/USS C Turner Joy DD951—Aug,
Baton Rouge—C Ward Bond, 305 S River Rd, Baton
Rouge LA 70802.

USS Maryland BB46 Vets Assn—Sept, Denver—Wm
Haligas, 481 E 66th Ave, Denver CO 80229.

USS Massachusetts—June, Somerset MA—Robert
Grimes, 11 Spring St, Waltham MA 02154.

USS Massey DD778—Aug, Portland OR—Bob Berg-
ren, 14107 NE 82 Ave, Vancouver WA 98662,

USS Melville AD2—July, Key West FL—Jesse Wood-
ruff, POB 2484, Key West FL 33045.

USS Montpelier CL57 Assn—Sept, Myrtle Beach SC—
George Scully, 745 Thomas St, Elizabeth NJ 07202,
USS Mustin DD413/USS Hornet CY8—May, Norfolk
VA—Jarvis Cartwright, 8060 Danbury Dr, Norfolk
VA 23518.

USS Naifeh DE352—Sept, Charleston SC—William
Wrase, 4148 Harbor Point Dr, Muskegon MI 49441-
4663.

USS Nashville CL43 Assn—June, Nashville—A B
Speed, 13229 Des Moines Way S, Seattle WA 98168.
USS New York BB34 (1914-1948)—Oct, Atlanta—
Fred Fries, 803 Fredell Cir, East Point GA 30344.
USS Norman Scott DD6S0—Oct, Baton Rouge LA—
Robert Laubinger, 1048 E Loma Vista Dr, Tempe AZ
85282.

USS Paducah P618—Aug, Duluth MN—Sidney Hen-
son, 120 N 25 Ave W, Duluth MN 55806-1916.

USS PC470—June, Berrien Springs MI—Woody
McGowan, 16 E Floral Ave, Pleasantville NJ 08232.
USS PC565—Sept, Newport RI—Exum Pike, POB
831, Newport RI 02840.

USS PCES00 (1945-47)—Sept, Rapid City SD—Bob
Kissinger, 1232 Christopher Ct, Oconomowoc WI
53066

USS Philadelphia CL41 —Sept, Corpus Christi—George
Brucia, 609 Clemons St, Bellmore NY 11710.

USS President Adams APA19/USS President Jackson
APA18/USS President Hayes APA20 & USS Crescent
City APA21—Sept, Dallas—Bill Lindner, POB 4006,
Virginia Beach VA 23454.

USS Pringle DD477—Oct, San Diego—William Her-
man, 1427 Woodbridge Rd, Baltimore MD 21228.
USS Providence CLB2—Apr, Virginia Beach VA—O C
Ayers, 424 Ridgeland Ave, Elmhurst IL 60126.

USS Pyro AE1/AE24—Sept, Dubuque IA—Paul Simon,
52 Bluff St, Dubuque 1A 52001.

USS Quincy—Sept, St Louis—Albert Levesque, 46
Foster St, Pawtucket RI 02861.

USS Ranger CVAG1—Aug, San Diego—John Muzio,
POB 49, Round Top NY 12473.

USS Reuben James DD245 & DE153—May, Norfolk
VA—George Giehrl, 5473 Shimerville Rd, Clarence
NY 14031.

USS Rowan DD405—Sept, Colorado Springs—E C
Harvey, 903 Stratford Rd, Avondale Estates GA
30002.

USS Salute AM284—June, Tulsa—James Johnston,
RR1, Ainsworth 1A 52201.

USS Samuel S Miles DD183—Sept, Charleston SC—
Charles Markham, 22311 Swan Rd, #311, South
Lyon MI 48178.

USS San Saba APA232—July, Superior WI—Philip
Poupore, 3622 Stebner Rd, Duluth MN 55811.

USS Sarita AKA39—Eugene Kozuk, 8509 W Red Bud
Lane, Muncie IN 47304.

USS SC632—Philip Stauderman, RD 2, Box 281,
Cranbury NJ 08512,

USS Seekonk ADG20 (WWII)—June, New York City—
Ralph Di Meo, 253 Raymond St, Hasbrouck Heights
NJ 07604.

USS Shaw DD373—Apr, Laughlin NV—Elmo Rash,
4630 Obispo Ave, Lakewood CA 90712.

USS Skagit AKA105— Aug, Norfolk VA—Don Vogaw,
950 Watkins St, Conway AR 72032,

USS Sicard DM21 (WWII)—Sept—Ovie Vernon, 2121
N Greenwood St, Pueblo CO 81003.

USS Smartt DE257—Sept, Charleston SC—Henry
Siedlecki, 86 Pearsall Pl, Deer Park NY 11729.

USS Sproston DD577—Sept, Boston—George Ress,
35 Briarwood Dr, Poughkeepsie NY 12601.

USS Stack DD406—Mar, Kissimmee FL—W W Price,
313 Sussex Ct, Wilmington NC 28405.

USS Stanly—June, Fort Smith AR—Blackie Fields,
1618 Memphis, Fort Smith AR 72901.

USS Stormes DD780/USS Warrington DD843/USS Vogel-
gesang DD862— Apr, Jackson MI—Raymond Didur,
122 Potter St, POB 282, Cement City MI 49233.
USS Stribling DD867—May, Norfolk VA—Ed Burris,
RD 1, Box 27, Tidioute PA 16351.

USS Strong DD758—Sept, Charleston SC—O P Pritch-
ard, 182 Hair St, Soddy-Daisy TN 37379.



USS Suffolk AKA69—T R Jacobson, POB 1030, Hot

Springs SD 57747.

USS Suitan (Aug, 1962, Dodd schools on Okinawa,

Jlnl(l)l—J Adams, 107 Sunset Lane, Beverly NJ

08010.

USS The Sullivans DD537 (1943-65)—Sept, Buffalo

NY—Charles McCarty, 1420 Seabreeze St, Clear-

water FL 34616.

USS Thomas Jefferson APA30—Sept, Norfolk VA—

Larry Flanagan, 8200 Beatty St, Norfolk VA 23518.

USS Ticonderoga CV/CVA/CVS 14/C647—May, Charles-

ton SC—Felix Radleigh, 465 Creighton Rd, Orange

Park FL 32073.

USS Torrance AKA76 (WWII)—Oct, Nashville—Robert

Evans, 204 Rosewood Dr, Phillipsburg OH 45354.

USS Trinity AO13—Sept, Branson MO—Henry Holmes,

5006 Faraon St, #111, St Joseph MO 64506.

USS Vincennes Assn, CA44/CL64/C649—Aug, Vin-

cennes, IN—Anthony Curcio, 705 School House Ln,

Bound Brook NJ 08805.

USS Virgo AKA20—June, Nashville—James Moten,

4995 Cuba Millington Rd, Millington TN 38053.

USS Wainwright DL628—Charleston SC—J C Carlson,

325 W 19th St, Holland MI 49423,

USS Wayne APAS4—Oct, New Orleans—Ronald

;{ontelepm, 1478 Riviera Ave, New Orleans LA
0122.

USS Weaver DE741—June, Nashville—Walter Reich-

ert, 2050 Herrick Ave, Feasterville PA 19047.

USS White Plains CVE66/V¥C4—Sept, Milwaukee—Rob-

ert Johnson, 2283 E 15th Ave, North St Paul MN

55109,

USS William C Miller DE259—Haldor Gustafson, 1403

Kenwood Ave, Duluth MN 55811.

USS YMS 274—Robert Erickson, 401 Hilltop Rd, Paoli

PA 19301.

USS YMS 302—Charles Grainger, 117 Meadow Hill

Covington KY 41017.

VP72—May, Pensacola FL—NK Little, 2435 Pleasant

Hill Rd, Pleasant Hill CA 94523.

The Seeking column is published on a first-come
first-served basis. Submission forms are available
from VFW Magazine, Seeking, 406 W. 34 St., Kansas
City MO 64111.

VMF 216, USMC Ground Crew (1943-45)—Warren
Kemp, 1700 S Van Eps Ave, Sioux Falls SD 57105.
217th Gun Bn (90 m/m), Btry C (outside St Lo France,
WWIl)—Seeking Pvts. Bosworth, Dusa, Hallenbeck—
Everitt Soper, 35 Groff St, Kingston NY 12401.

USS Oriskany Aircraft Carrier—J B Rainville, 2949
West Ave SW, Wyoming MI 49509.

817 TDBn—Seeking Vernon & James Sheets (Idaho)—
Rag'g(\)ond Banks, 116 Laurel Ave, Pittsburgh PA
11520.

Mitchell AFB, Long Island (early 1840s)—Seeking Lou
Grummundo—Anne Slusser, 547 E 450 S, Apt A,
Clearfield UT 84015.

POW, Camp 59 (ltaly), Sgt Pilot RCAF—Seeking Larry
Barlow—Neil Torssell, Box 384, Sleepy Eye MN
56085,

42d Bomb Wing (Loring AFB, Maine, 1950s)—Richard
Green, 76 Quartercroft, Pyramid Close, Weston
Fauell, Northampton, England NN3 4DP.

USS Myles Crosby Fox DD819—Seeking T Wells &
McKenzie—R W Mothorpe, 3590 Lakeville Pk, Lake-
ville NY 14480.

Marine 16th AA Bn (Tinian & Okinawa, WWII)—Seeking
buddies, esp Jim Addinizzio—Raymond Mariano,
324 Boston St, Oneida NY 13421.

USAF ISPA (Magenta AB, So Pac BA Com, Tontouta AB,
New Caledonia)—Seeking James Blake & James
Higginbotham—Gerald Bray, 10331 Sageyork, Hous-
ton TX 77089.

428th MPEG (WWII, Europe)—Seeking Thornton (OK),
Clark (WV), others—Bruce Hezlep, 87 Settler Rd,
South Portland ME 04106.

USS Battleship New Hampshire—Frederick Egger,
119 Chapel St, Penn Yan, NY 14527,

Reims France (Sept-Nov, 1945) football team—Seeking
anyone who had anything to do with football
teams—Al Schenck, 25 Maple Ave, Lehigh Acres FL
33936.

HMM-164 MAG-16 1st MAW (Vietnam, 1968-70)—
Michael Triner, 608 W Belmont, #3E, Chicago IL
60657

Indiantown Gap Military Reserve, PA, 5th Inf Div, 4th
Pitn, Co F (Feb-June, 1952)—Dick Tome, 1940 W 32nd
St, Erie PA 16508,

27th Inf Rgt, Co L (WWIIl)—Seeking Nathan Hamilton &
Lyle Fenton—Sidney Curnutt, 602 S 2nd St, Ma-
quoketa 1A 52060.

QM School, Fort Lee VA—Seeking Walter Dixon—Ed
Bieganski, HC 75, Box 25A, Chadron NE 69337.
HQ, 10th AF—Seeking Wesley Hymas—James Barth,
Rt 4, Box 168, York NE 68467.

746th Tank Bn (Belgium & Germany, WWil)—Seeking
James Turgerson, Sgts Mauld & Hodge—Norman
Smith, 30 Tremont St, Apt 6C, Duxbury MA 02332.
565th SAW Bn, Co A (WWII)—Seeking John Conn—
Marion Rollins, 432 S Fordham, Aurora IL 60506.
USS Thomas Garfield DE—Seeking crew members
who rescued merchant seaman in Atlantic, 1945—
Ken Thomas, 3000 Montana, Manhattan KS 66502,
USS Curtiss AV4 (1946-48)—Seeking Paul Bergstrom
(Chicago area)—Robert Desch, 6712 Johnston Pt
Rd NE, Olympia WA 98506.

413th Sig Co (India, Okinawa)—Seeking Jack Brene-
man & James Keegan—John Lefever, 130 SR 272 N,
Stevens PA 17578.

USS Cimarron A022 (1950-51)—Joe Trottier & Calla-
han—William Rask, 8417 Russell Ln, Cleveland OH
44144,

HQ, 401st Bomb Grp, 11A—Seeking M/Sgt Robert
Adams—Lester Moyer, 9006 Symmes Knoll Ct, Love-
land OH 45140.

USS Charger CYE30 (US Naval Hosp, Portsmouth VA) —
Seeking William Black & Benjamine McCafferty—
William Elwell, 6711 McKinley St, Hollywood FL
33024.

Uniforms of 5 WWIl veterans (Belgium)—Seeking
Jacob Goldman, J Vyhelzi, Paul Lane, Eugene Nissen,
Roy Watts to return clothing to—Tom Peters, Box
582, Lansing IA 52151.

36th Div, 36th Recon Trp—Seeking Capt McNett—
Leter Terry, 16601 N 29th St, Sp 41, Phoenix AZ
85032.

1876th Engr Avn Bn (WWII, 1943-46)—Frank Flinn,
5509 Boots Ave, No Charleston SC 29418.
Intelligence Det(Giessen & Frankfurt Germany)—Seek-
ing Andrew Dutkanych—Ed Bieganski, HC 75, Box
25A, Chadron NE 69337.

40th Div, FA Bn (WWil)—John Gorman, 16 Carle-
ton Ct, Glens Falls NY 12801.

Ammunition Loading Detail (italy, 1945-46)—Seeking
Donald Jessen (IA) & Richard Spitler (MI)—Bert
Hastings, 1748 N Oak Park Ave, Chicago IL 60635.
USS Winston AKA 94 (WWII)—Seeking Clay Colburn &
A L Kobuszewski—Blaine Sowers, 6517 Schlatter
Rd, Leo IN 46765.

7811 Sta Complement Unit, Cos A/B/C (Frankfurt Ger-
many, 1948-53)—Robert Smith, 2564 Mona Ave,
Charleston SC 29414.

Cmdr 7th Fleet (Flag)—Seeking Sam Weatherly &
Lovette Ennis—Clarence Wills, 11415 S Lawndale
Ave, Chicago IL 60655.

IX Corps, inf Bn, Heavy Mortar, 1st Sqdn, Co A
(Korea, 1954-55)—Seeking Bernard Conway, Donald
Olds, others—Worthy Williams, 5201 N Dort Hwy,
Flint MI 48505.

USS LCI (6) 450—Seeking Elmer Folk, Joe Duran—
Leonard Rochon, 21191 Wilmot, Belleville M 48111.
24th Inf Div, 11th/13th/52d & 63d FA Bns—Robert
Johnson, 24 Whipple St, Somerville MA 02144.
695th AAA MG Btry, Sep A/B (WWIl)—Seeking David
Nichols & William Sexton—Robert Changnon, 227
Olentangy View Dr, Delaware OH 43015.

10th Armd Div, 132d Ord, Co B (WWil)—Seeking Maj
Daniel Marshall & Capt James Swift—Arthur
Corbus, 5704 11th Ave NW, Seattle WA 98107.

28th Div, 110th Inf, Co A—Seeking Wilbur Sell—
Arthur Coon, 2480 Brookside Way, Carson City NV
89701.

Gunnery School (Air Corps) (Yuma AZ, 1844)—Seeking
David Valuska—J E Wells, 134 Gayven Dr, Pineville
LA 71360.

US Naval Support Activity 90.7 (S8a Dec Republic of
South Vietnam) (July 1968-69)—James Metzger, 3420
Falcon St, #111, Pomona CA 91767.

28th Photo Recon Sqdn— Eugene Jerz—Chester Matus-
zak, 5397 Shimerville Rd, Clarence NY 14031.

USS Columbia (1942-45)—Seeking crew members
:134 QggéB—Curtis Shinn, POB 7386, Port St Lucie FL
60th Bn, Co A (Camp Barkley TX)—Seeking James
Scott & Lt Colman—William Stubblefield, RR 3, Box
209-A, Pocahontas AR 72455.

USS Hanna DE448—George Kovacs, 2629 McCord Rd
N, Toledo OH 43615.

Fleet Air Wing 17, Black Cats (Patsu 17-1 & 17-2)—
Harry Carroll, 1846 Herrick NE, Grand Rapids MI
49505.

APD 88—Seeking D J Picorello & A M Lambert—
Stanley Adams, 11450 Old St Charles Rd, Bridgeton
MO 63044.

USS LST 23 (WWII) (1845-46)—Raymond McMahon,
1715 N Taylor, Grand Island NE 68803.

959 ABS Bn, Co A (WWII, Iceland)—Seeking John
Alvis—H L Bennett, Rt 3, Box 20, Grenada MS
38901.

USS APC37 (Apr, 1944-Jan, 1946)—Louis Pasquale, 10
Peach St, Fairchance PA 15436.

USS Mississippi BB41, 4th Div—Seeking Hershal Lyons
& Jim Garner—George Hinton, 2139 N Silverton St,
Mesa AZ 85203.

Over 450
Woodworking
Patterns!

atterns are the woodworker’s most im-

gortant tool, and now you can own the

ggest collection for scroll saws ever
put into a single book—over 450 patterns,
all of them imaginative and easy to copy,
with complete step-by-step instructions,
plus lots of handy shortcuts and money-

saving tips.

Most of these patterns are simple enough
for beginners, or for teaching kids the basics
of using a scroll saw. But dozens of advanced
designs will assure you the most beautiful
and valuable projects you've ever made.
The cost to you? Less than 3 cents per pat-

tern!

CHOOSE FROM

PRACTICAL GIFTS FOR THE HOME—In-
cluding house numbers, refrigerator
magnets, brackets, shelves, napkin
rings, key racks, hanging lamps, desk
signs, pegboards, salad fork and spoon,

picture frames, signboards.

HANDMADE GIFTS FOR ALL AGES—
Jewelry (necklaces, pins, bracelets, key
chains, name badges); Christmas tree

animal:
plaque

ornaments, jigsaw puzzles, t
and birds, wall designs an
with silhouettes.

Handy tips show you how to experiment
with a whole range of paint and stain color
schemes, woodburning, stencilling, and de-
cal applications—everything you need to
add your own distinctive personal touches.

You can even adapt these 450 patterns to
discover literally thousands of new project
possibilities, with the simple instructions
for enlarging and reducing, cropping and
flopping, repeating and inverting the de-

signs.

%-l;:re's a lifetime of ideas in a book you'll
rick up again and again, whenever you're
ooking for great woodworking projects!

Order your copy today!

Satisfaction guaranteed or your mon
anteed within 60 days. © 1989 NSI. General
7 11th Ave., Huntington Station, NY 11746.

ffices:

back. Shipment

PUBLISHERS CHOICE, Box 4174, Dept. AK11-VA,
Huntington Station, NY 11746

Please rush me:
#AKl1 Scroll Saw Pattern Book $12.95

Please add $2.50 postage and handling. IA, IL, MI, NJ and
NY residents add appropriate sales tax.

SAVE! Order two for $24.90 plus $4.90 P&H.

Please print:  Total amount enclosed $
Name

Add

City State Zip
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* Veterans Day » Memorial Day * 4th of JuIy
» Labor Day * Flag Day * Anytime Flag is Displayed

THIS YEAR DISPLAY CAMPAIGN
RIBBON REPLICAS WITH YOUR FLAG

* Encased in Sturdy Clear Plastic For
Mounting on Pole or Wall, (Weather Resistant)
* Ribbons of W.W. Il, Korea, Vietnam to Present

Single Row (1-3 Ribbons) $19.95
Double Row (4-6 Ribbons) $24.95
Triple Row (7-9 Ribbons) $29.95

Four Rows (10-12 Ribbons) $34.95

Add $3 Postage & Handling
Allow 3-4 Weeks Deliverg
N.J. Residents Add 6% Sales Tax

PRIDE ENTERPRISES
126 K Herman Thru Rd
Annadale, .N.J. 08801

Send a complete list of
your ribbons,
including clusters,
stars, arrowheads,
“V," or other devices

PLEASE CIRCLE:
Pole Mount or Wall Mount

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY
STATE
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MEN’S WIDE SHOES

EE-EEEEEE, SIZES 5-13

Extra width for men who need it.
Excellent variety, styling
and quality. Send for
FREE CATALOG.
THE WIDEST
SELECTION OF THE
WIDEST SHOES
ANYWHERE!

HITCHCOCK SHOES, INC.
Dept. 10B, Hingham, MA 02043

8 SCARCE

BUFFALO

NICKELS
$6.00

PLUS FREE HOLDER

Start your coin collection with 8 different
scarce Buffalo Nickels and a FREE coin
holder to put them in.

FREE price lists and some coins to exam-
ine for purchase. No obligation to buy.

Add $1.75 postage. Satisfaction guaranteed.

VILLAGE COIN SHOP DEPT. V
P.0. BOX 207 PLAISTOW, NH 03865
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At the center, I witnessed the
frustration of Ron Baum, a young
field worker from the U.S. Agency
for International Development (AID)
who administers the U.S. relief pro-
gram to the Freedom Fighters in
Costa Rica. He struggles on a week-
to-week basis trying to balance ac-
counts and provide limited provi-
sions to sustain a small band of
fighters desperately struggling to
get well and return to Nicaragua.
Unless Congress takes action soon,
U.S. humanitarian aid to these Free-
dom Fighters will stop in a few
weeks.

Here at home, in January we
inaugurated our 41st President and
began the 101st Congress. One of
the toughest issues facing both the
Administration and Congress re-
mains U.S. policy in Central Amer-
ica.

Last year, Cuba and Soviet Bloc
nations poured $350 million in arms
and equipment into Nicaragua to

continued from page 23

bolster the Sandinista regime. What
is disturbing to me is that last year,
out of aworldwide $4.5 billion Secur-
ity Assistance Program, the United
States provided only $132 million in
military assistance to Central Amer-
ica — El Salvador, Honduras and
Guatemala.

Broken down, the U.S. Security
Assistance Program in 1988 was
$4.5 billion. Of those funds, 94% was
provided largely to Egypt and Israel,
with a little to Turkey, Greece and
countries with which the U.S. has
base rights. The remaining 6% or
$268 million was divided among all
of Africa and South and Central
America.

In the past five years, U.S. policy in
Central America has sought to pro-
vide social, economic and political
development coupled with security.
At the same time, however, we have
witnessed Congressional and Admin-
istration in-fighting while the San-
dinista regime in Nicaragua contin-
ues to consolidate its position.

Last August, at the 89th VFW

SRS AR s s ENGLISH

As for bilingual education, Secre-
tary of Education Lauro F. Cavazos
remains fully committed to bilingual
education, although he maintains
that “official” English is not an edu-
cational matter.

The VFW also believes that bilingual
education should continue but be lim-
ited to a suitable transition period. It
would seem logical that bilingual edu-
cation could and should be phased
out as the students’ abilities with
English increase.

After all, the ability to speak more
than one language is something to be
desired, not avoided. Generally speak-
ing, students who are fluent in two or
more languages tend to do better in
school than students who speak only
one. Nor is a new language considered
athreat to the identity of a person or
a culture.

It is not the intent of the VFW
resolution, nor the various Official

continued from page 24

Language Acts passed by the several
states, to cause hardship for non-
English speaking people in this coun-
try. True, it may seem harsh and
prejudicial to those who have recently
come to this country and speak little
or no English, but is it really? No, it is
not. In reality, requiring the new
immigrants to learn English will, in
the long run, help them assimilate
into the mainstream of American life.

Neither is establishing English as
the official language merely a means
of increasing racism and strengthen-
ing prejudices, as some opponents
have suggested. It is a way to elim-
inate them, however.

Again, Dr. Hayakawa, “As we who
are the children and grandchildren
of immigrants have become assimi-
lated, the prejudices against the
‘damned Dagoes,’ the ‘dumb Polacks,’
the ‘shanty Irish,; against ‘Chinky-
chinky Chinamen,’ and the ‘sly Jap’




National Convention, our organiza-
tion mandated by resolution that
we urge the Congress and the Ad-
ministration to face up to the ex-
panding threat to our security and
the stability of the Central American
nations.

The threat of Communist expan-
sion from Nicaragua remains a real
threat to the struggling democratic
nations of Central America. We must,
for our own security and the stability
of the region, have Congress develop
a new longterm, bipartisan foreign
policy that will provide economic
and military aid to the friendly na-
tions of Central America.

In order to keep the Sandinistas
at the negotiating table and in order
to keep the peace talks alive, we
must urge Congress to continue to
provide humanitarian aid to the
Nicaraguan Freedom Fighters. =

(Next month, Sr. Vice Commander-
in-Chief Hogan will discuss his fact-
finding mission to the U.S. Navy
base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.)

dissolve into distant memories to
appear no more — not even in comic
strips.” The key word here is “assim-
ilated.”

The need for new arrivals to learn
English helped them to become famil-
iar with the ins and outs of life in
America. The ability to speak, write
and understand English helped them
feel that they were no longer “out-
siders” but were, in fact, a part of the
American scene. This “I belong” feeling
made it easier for them to expand
out of the ethnic neighborhoods that
were somewhere between a trap and
a haven for the new immigrant and
enter into the mainstream. B

The writer is director of VFW
Americansim and Community Activ-
ities programs.

atowrice Chipper/Shredder
BREAKTHROUGH!

Finally: Rid your property of ugly brush piles with the
TROY-BILT 3HP Junior TOMAHAWK ®Chipper/Shredder!

® Powerful! Chips 2" thick branches,

shreds woody brush to %" thick that

would quickly clog an electric
shredder!

® Fast! Wide-mouth hopper takes leaves,
rakings, prunings by the armload, and

§ turns them into instant mulch!

i ® Convenient! Lightweight, wheels to
work as easily as a hand truck; stores in
less space than your lawn mower!

® Dependable!Built to last, and backed by
TROY-BILT's famous FULL NO TIME
LIMIT Warranty!

Send for FREE details today!

. TROY-BILT Mfg. Co., Dept. A1002B
102nd St. & 9th Ave., Troy, NY 12180

I CYES! Send me complete Free details on

H the TROY-BILT Junior TOMAHAWK®

l Chipper/Shredder, including prices,

l SPECIAL SAVINGS now in effect, and
NO MONEY DOWN Plan for qualified
customers!

Turn a mess like this...

Into beautiful FREE
mulch in just minutes!

©1989 Garden Way Inc. l State Zip
B B0 NES WA TR VRGeS EES ERN AN B 59 O u

PARATROOPERS
WANTED ..
tojumpinISRAEL ™

Announcing the Fifth Annual
International Association of Airborne Veterans

military and historical tour of Israel
26 MAY to 4 JUNE 1989

If you're an active, reserve or veteran military
airborne-qualified, static-line jumper, this once
in-a-lifetime opportunity includes:

[J Ground training airborne refresher course

and a static-line parachute jump from the
historic C-47 Dakota with Israeli

0O Non-jumpers are welcome to participate
in all ground activities and attend jump
exercises as observers. No age limit.
Families welcome.

[ Visits to Holy sites in Jerusalem, Bethlehem,
Masada, Jericho; the Sea of Galilee, the
paratroopers. Negev Desert and the Dead Sea.

O Official Israeli armed forces jump wings O Official military briefings and award banquets.
and certificates awarded upon completion of (I Visits to restricted military sites in Israel and
exercises. on the Golan Heights.

The eight-day tour includes round-trip air fare from New York; ground transportation in Israel;
deluxe hotel accommodations with breakfast; most dinners and all military and historic tours. The
all-inclusive price is $2,285.00 plus $100 insurance, per person.

Send stamped self-addressed International Association of Airborne Veterans
envelope for tour brochure to: Suite 181 « 606 W. Barry St. * Chicago, IL 60657 + 312/327-3120
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Thousands uud
1 excavating, gard

SIZES: 5-11 1 e CATALOG of uses. .00
WIDTHS: B-EEE | @ TECHNICAL MANUAL.. $7.00

i l‘ STRUCK-KITDept: VF29S
FINE MENS & LCEDARBURG, Wi 53012
SHOES

HEARING AIDS

Looks just like ordinary shoes except hidden

inside is a height increasing innermold. Choose

from a wide selection of Elevators, including dress s All types. Buy DIRECT & save up

shoes, boots and casuals. Satisfaction guaranteed. to HALF! No salesmen. Sold by

Exce tionally comfortable. Call or write today for é": IMA“ b ”OW
REE color catalog so you can look 2" taller ¥ D°e ? ?/g L rLla.ﬁg Ao

I almost no time. TOLL FREE 1-800-343-3810 . "

ELEVATORS® [ FSAVE 1 ooilece G 9196
RICHLEE SHOE COMPANY, DEPT. VF92
P.0. Box 3566, Frederick, MD 21701

SUPER S$AVINGS! Newest, Finest.

¢ LN T 2 A R

GENUINE HANDMADE BOOTS ‘
Bootmakers for over 20 years. Topl
quality leather-many styles-reasonable

prices. Write For 30-Pg. Catalog, $1. i
Awstin-Fall Boot (o.

NOW!H

NIA RELIEF,
E‘IE’SUP

RTO / TRUSS

Elasto- sONlV

i 95 BOX 1
et 8 LY (2] e 30128 x_orom 1o
fits loft, right 7 blus $2.25
——_— \ post & hand.

RAFFLE TICKETS

LOW LOW PRICES!

All-In-One garment is a pair of shorts, an abdominal and scrotal
support, as well as an unsurpassed truss for reducible inguinal

1005

hernia. “Elasto-Band" wraps around body at point of hernia for

secure and comfortable protection. Washable. Buy two for $33.50 Fres:Price List.~=Wiits To:

plus $3.00 postage. Send hip measure and check to: 2! Lakeview Ticket Service
Piper Brace Co., 811 Wyandotte, P.0. Box 807 P.O. Box 108

Address
Phone

Name

Muskego, Wi 53150

Dept. FImST Kansas City, Mo. 64141. 414/265-3355

VISA & MC are OK. Give No. & Exp. Date

Movement So Lifelike It Will Amaze You!

FASCINATING ACTION G.I.

@ Battery Operated

@ Realistic Sound & Action

® Over1 Foot Long

@ Detailed Authentic
Battle Dress

'Crawls On Arms & Legs
Fires Rifle With Sound & Flash

Exciting realism! QurAction G.|. moves with actionthatis  and has an ' - “off” switch. Battery operated
so lifelike. He actually crawls, over smooth or rough  (batteries not mcluded) Comes equipped with full battle
terrain, using his legs that bend at the knee and histwist-  gear, his belt is full of field equipment. Every detail
ing waist and elbows. Then he stops. .. takes aim. .. fires  authentic — from rifle, to helmet, uniform and combat
his rifle with loud automatic fire and flashing muzzle.  boots. A great gift idea for anyone interested in things
Fascinating action for all ages. Add it to your own military ~ military. Remarkably priced — see it for yourself!
collection — show it to friends, who also will be amazed  No. 9301—Action G.l. ................ $19.95
by the realistic movement. He measures over1 foot long Special Savings! Two Only $35

CLIPPER TRIMS  CORDLESS:
NOSE & EAR HAIR

Look well groomed all the time. Now there's an easy,
“ouchless” way to keep unsightly ear and nose hair clipped.
Specially engineered guard won't let cutting blades touch
delicate skin. No cutting or nicking. Powered by one AA battery
(not included). It even vacuums hair as it cuts. Pocket sized.
Trims eyebrows and mustache too!

No. 6301— Electric Clipper

Mail Order with check, cash or money order. Include $2.85 pogtage& handling fee (non- refundable). Allow 3-5 weeks delivery.
All merchandise shipped under no risk, 30 day home trial. N.Y.S. residents must include local sales tax. Send order to:

FOSTER- TRENT INC., DEPT. 567 -BF, 2345 POST RD., LARCHMONT, N.Y. 10538

Answers to

“Why Should | Join
the VFW?”

M ost members list a variety of
reasons why they join and re-
main loyal to the VFW.

Primary is the opportunity to enjoy
the camaraderie of Post life — the
chance to relate to others with shared
common experiences while serving in
the Armed Forces. Department and
National conventions and the oppor-
tunity to get involved in the good
works of the VFW are powerful incen-
tives as well. Through these and sim-
ilar activities, members have bound-
less opportunities to give of their
time, energy and talents for the benefit
of the VFW itself, for comrades in
need and for communities large and
small across the country. Add to that
the pride all feel in belonging to
America’s oldest major veterans’ organ-
ization and no other consideration is
necessary.

But there are other considerations:
national programs and voluntarybene-
fits that add tangible value to your
membership in the VFW. The National
Veterans Service program is there to
help every member in filing claims for
hospital care, education, pensions,
and other entitlements. The VE'W Na-
tional Legislative Service director in
Washington, D.C., leads the fight to
protect the benefits you may now be
receiving or may be entitled to in the
future.

On the voluntary member benefit
side, you can take advantage of a
variety of supplemental life, health
and accident insurance programs that
offer economical group rates and
outstanding features and benefits. As
a member, you're also entitled to
$1000 of all-risk accident insurance
at no cost to you, plus an additional

22" PRINTED ON QUALITY PAPER
VE OUR FORGOTTEN WA
HE BATTLES, THE UNITS, LAND, SEA AND AIR
SATISFACTION GUARANT EED o VOUR MONEY BACK
9.95 CHECK OR MONEY ORDER
INGLUDES FIRST CLASS POSTA GE)
EL BRADY P.0.BOX26419 HONOLULU, HI 96825
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BN MEMBER BENEFITS

$1500 benefit for accidental death
while engaged in VFW-sponsored ac-
tivities. (If you're not covered by this
plan, ask your Post quartermaster for
a Personal Accident Beneficiary Form.
Fill it out and mail it to the VFW
Insurance Department and you'll be
sent a certificate of coverage in the
mail.)

You can call the VFW Travel Depart-
ment toll-free to arrange personal or
business travel anywhere in the US.
and most foreign countries. Best avail-
able air fares and great hotel/motel
and car-rental discounts are yours
for the asking.

The VFW-sponsored discount drug
and prescription plan can save you
30% or more and provide the conven-
ience of home delivery — usually
within 48 hours of receipt at National
Pharmacies, Inc.

Tens of thousands of members have
enrolled in the VFW-sponsored dis-
count merchandise buying plan and
are enjoying outstanding pricing,
service and convenience from Pur-
chase Power, Inc.

If you're not taking advantage of
these benefits but would like to know
more, write: VFW Member Benefit
Department, Broadway at 34th Street,
Kansas City, Mo. 64111 and informa-
tion will be sent to you on the benefits
of your choice.

The Member Benefit Department is
always looking for and evaluating
new benefits to sponsor for the full
membership. And you can help. Ifyou
have an idea you think might have
wide appeal to VFW members, send a
note with your suggestion to the above
address. L

Buy FACTORY-DIRECT!
-
* NEW.. battery-operated scooter puts more %,

fun into life...use it at home, go shopping,

\ visit friends, travel. Lightweight, fits all 7
car trunks. Money Back Guarantee!

" STRUCK CORP.e Dept: VF29S &
CEDARBURG, WI 53012 _ ¢
M S N R R W NN S S R SN S

The “"OFF-LAWN” Mower

At LAST!...a machine that .
makes your entire property a.'...;
more vseable, accessible

and beautiful!

If you have over an acre of land, the
TROY-BILT TRAIL BLAZER® Sickle
Bar is the perfect “off-lawn” mower to
cut grass, weeds, even light brush of
any height in all types of terrain.
¢ Amazingly fast!..

cuts 1,500 sq. ft. of overgrown

weeds in under 5 minutes!
¢ Blaze nature trails for
walking, hunting, skiing, snowmobiling.

TROY-BILT
- Roto Tilers -_

38” wide “scissor-
action” blade

¢ Enhance the beautyof | Troy-Bilt Mfg. Co. Dept. A1011 g
your place by clearing unsightly suckers, | 1020d St. and 9%h Ave., Troy, NY 12180 |
vines and bushes. : YES? Please send me your FREE Catalog on how l

° "-'e & s-m "“e’ too! the TROY-BILT TRAIL BLAZER Si(.:kle Bar can
...without fire hazards, driveway blind ! h:(l,p o unlol:k "“-"‘ﬂ,,"‘?}‘" o mjoymc::‘zf o
spots and poison ivies, oaks or sumacs. | soﬁ:{a'ﬁglﬂ e |

2 : NAME g I
il 50U-453-500 CITY |
mmm TODAY' | srame ZIP. §|

Also Available in Canada! L——————————————“—I
ORIGINAL

oyl NACE
%> |D PENDANT
| R GENUINE POLICE-PROVEN

A YOUR LIFE 2

\ U ASSAULT PROTEGTION
ONLY $16.95 pp. 1=

One look inside instantly gives BUY THREE

medics lifesaving information —For Car, Home

about you: health problems, or Pocket—

allergies, contacts, insurance. AND SAVE!

Your best protection in an ORDER TODAY!

emergency. More informative

than Medic Alert at half the cost.
Satin chrome or gold finish.
Endorsed by Nat'l Emergency -

=

Medicine Assn. "‘%_é’
Credit Card Orders Call A.A.D. CORP. Dept. V289
P.0. Box 379, Woodford, VT 05201

1:000-033:0983 | W | | |- &
(MC, Visa, AE) C, n’lease send me the following: j

; O 1 MACE FOR $16.95 POSTPAID
Or send check or M.0. for -~ I O 3 MACE FOR $38.00 PP, (SAVE $8.85!)
$19.95 + $2.50 S/H for each | © Check enclosed payable to AA.D. CORP

order. (Florida. residents add 6% tax). For

' Charge my o VISA o MC Exp. Date
free literature, send stamped self addressed

I
I
I
| Acct # :
I
I

envelope to: MEDISCOPE P.0. Box 290116 |
Dept L, Davie, FL 33329 Name
30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE | Street
R R S DI ity
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“Mr. Danson is asking for a raise, Miss Welch.
Would you call the weather service and check
the temperature in Hell.”

Aninferiority complex is any teenager
who feels his parents are smarter
than he is.

The truly creative ideas will always
emerge after the deadline.

0’Hare handles 112 landings an hour,
and one air traffic controller tracks
13 planes at once. Some call it haz-
ardous congestion. We'd like to think
of it as Chicago roulette.

Education is something you get when
your father sends you to college. But
it isn’t complete until you send your
own son.

An excited man called his wife. “I won!
I won the lottery! Pack your clothes!”
“Great!” she says. “‘Summer or winter
clothes?”
“All your clothes,” says he. “I want
you out by 6!”

A small boy asked his mother, “Why
can't I go play golf with my Dad? I
already know most of the words.”

The only time people unite in brother-
hood is when a major catastrophe
happens, that we call an Act of God.

Never put off till tomorrow what you
can ignore completely.

Will truth in packaging laws affect
women’s fashions?

Tolerance is based on courtesy, re-
spect, and the suspicion that the
other fellow may be right.

A friend is somebody who sees through
you and still sees you through.

The paratrooper was almost out of
the plane on his first jump when he
lost his nerve. The jump master tried
everything to get him out of the plane,
and finally began calling the young
man every name in the book.

“Hey,” the trooper said, “You can’t
talk to me that way!”

“Ohyeah?"said the grizzled sergeant.
“You wanna step outside and discuss
it?”

Being a procrastinator means never
having to say, “I've done it.”

Never underestimate the power of
stupid people in a group.

The trade deficit. The budget deficit.
The Savings and Loan crisis. The
falling dollar. Rising inflation. Crime,
Pollution. George Bush just asked for
a recount.

Itis said that the three most difficult
times of life are being a teenager,
being the parent of a teenager, and
trying to teach a teenager.

A balloon goes up when filled with hot
air. What holds some people down?

Humility is being inconspicuous by
your presence.

“All I know 1is: I kit a hole in one
on my first time out and he
turned red, grasped his chest
and fell over.”
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eauthentic Full front
Air Force style zipper
B-15 Bomber Jacket—

inspired by rugged official combat
issue for pilots, navigators, bombardiers
and tailgunners on B-17’s, Mustangs, and B-29 Superbombers.

Here it is, an American classic, at an incredibly low publicity
price (if you respond before April 28, 1989). :
These Air Force style B-15 Bomber Jackets are the ultimate in “top
gun” styling. Rugged good looks that flew the skies in two World
Wars... Dynamic style that blazed across the silver screen from Clark
Gable to today’s “top-gunners.” And you don’t have to pay a small
fortune for this WWII Bomber Jacket style and look. Now you can
have this handsome devil-may-care look in our authentic Air Force
style B-15 Bomber Jacket—at the astonishing price of only $19.95.
Designed, cut and tailored of AeroDyne™ polyurethane for freedom
and action... here are the famed features that made WWII Bomber
Jackets a legend: soft, supple construction; classic deep brown color;
warm, furry collar; padded lining; snug, cold-blocking wrist and
waistbands; full front zipper; snap fasteners; windbreaking/water-
resistant construction; and deep cargo pockets (large enough to hold
aviator glasses and scarf—or even a video cassette of your favorite
WWII movie).

Our authentic WWII Air Force style B-15 Bomber Jacket will not be
sold by the company at this—or any—price in any store. Every
imported Bomber Jacket is guaranteed for lifetime wear, or your
money back.

NOTE: Limit of two (2) per address at this price, but if your order is
mailed before April 17, you may request up to five (5).
Please note company address for your records.

Warm, deep

~ acrylic collar

Inside
Tw

plush Rugged action snap
fasteners .
breast pocket with binding

o cargo-flapped pockets

[MMail

to: RBM, B-15

I Dept. 674-180, Box 1783, Hicksville, NY 11802
To order—complete and mail before deadline date

— B-15 Bomber Jacket Order Form

Bomber Jacket Offer (R5200m

Item # Size*

Price Qty Total

R51972| Small™

$19.95

R51973 | Medium

$19.95

R51974 | Large

$19.95

R51975| X-Large

$19.95

R51976| XX-Large

w e

$19.95

O Yes,
order:

I am ordering

within 11 days, please include with my

100° Silk

“Flying

IR51980]

Ace” Scarf. Full yard
banner of white silk

$ 3.00

[J Aviator Glasses.

Protects from glare
| and ultraviolet rays

$ 3.00

Check enclosed. |

Subtotal

(Make check payable to
RBM Lid.)

Charge to my
| CJ VISA

$
NY residents add sales tax | $
Add $4 shipping per Jacket | $

| ] MASTERCARD

Grand Total | $

Enter every

13 for VISA, 13 or 16 for MasterCard

number of your credit card.

Pl nad 886L@

Exp.

WEEDRE

e

Date

LERELR

lease Print

Mo. Yr.

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I
1
I R51990
|

I

|

I

I
|
I
I
I
I

State Zip

e = Allow up

*WOMEN: While these WWII Air Force Style Bomber Jackets
were originally designed for men, we can’t keep the women

away from them. So, Small and Medium Women: We

recommend you orde

10 6-8 weeks for SRIpMent me w

r size Men’s Small.

Bapiihg
06511 AN ‘AINQisap 'aang saweys 0021



Full Cut and Tailored to Fit ® Deep handy slash pockets
in front ® Two big cargo patch pockets in back ® A real

fifth watch pocket of course ® Solid brass zipper and
double-track top stitching for long wear, good looks
e Some domestic, some imported, ALL Top Quality!
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L CHECK HERE for top grain leather belt. _
713 Even sizes 30-44 ONLY $9.95 EACH. PRICE OF BELTS
Add $2 per belt for Big Men’s sizes 46-54.

WHAT SIZE? HOW MANY? *BIG MEN'S WAISTS
ADD $2.00 PER PAIR
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John Reilly, manager of communications and com-
munity relations for IBM, Kingston, N.Y., accepts a
plaque on behalf of the company from Commander
Herb Poppel, of Post 8959, for making work-related
accommodations for its handicapped employees.

B

Post227 presents a POW/MIA flag to Rutherford, N.J., where it will be dlspllyﬁ’ﬁﬁﬁﬁ;d&umuhwu
day. Mayor Barbara Chadwick accepts the flag from Councilman Andy Benom.m_d» is a Post member.

Durinq a recent visit to California, Commander-in-
Chief Norman G. Staab, right, presented a $1,000
check on behalf of California’s District 1 to the St.
Vincent de Paul Shelter, a temporary refuge for the
homeless. With him are Department Commander
Frank Borrello, District Commander Frank Sutil and
Sr. Pat.

Commander Russell H. Villwock, of Post 3579, Park
Ridge, IIl., presents a $500 check to Paul Sandford,
director of the West Side VA hospital, for recreational
equipment. It was one of four $500 donations to VA
hospitals in the area.

Sen. Frank Murkowski;rif*lmhinoﬁlymmbual

the Senate Veterans' Atfairs Committee, receives the
VFW Certificate of Appreciation from Executive Direc-
tor Cooper T. Holt, of the VFW Washington Office, for
Murkowski's leadership and support in Congress for
veterans’ legislation.
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ization of National Ex-Servicemen and
Women, Anthony Stack, voiced his
desire to form a world organization of
veterans.

A highlight of the Convention’s first
morning was the presentation of her
national first place Voice of Democ-
racy winning essay by Elaine Barnett,
of Fresno, Calif. The 1986-87 subject
was “The Challenge of American Citi-
zenship.”

As Supreme Commander of the
Military Order of the Cootie, James
(Pat) Patterson pledged the support
of his organization to VFW programs
during the 1987-88 year and reviewed
the Cooties’ achievements in 1986-87.

The News Media Award, accepted
for C-SPAN by its chairman, Brian
Lamb, included a $1,000 check for the
C-SPAN educational fund. Staab
praised C-SPAN for bringing sessions
of Congress to the American people
by cable television.

Col. William Ryan, Jr., of the Ameri-
can Battle Monuments Commission,
joined Staab and Mrs. Mazer at the
podium to accept a check for $200,000
from the VFW and one for $43,373
from the Ladies Auxiliary for the
erection of the $6 million projected
Korean War Veterans Memorial in
Washington. Thanking them, Ryan
said these gifts were the first contri-
bution the agency had received for
the monument from any veterans'
organization. He added that $3.5 mil-
lion is needed.

Actor George Kennedy received the
VFW Gold Medal of Merit and Citation
for his dedication to air safety. “Stand
tall,” Kennedy said. “You are the best.
Keep pulling our country together.”

Recipient of the VFW Hall of Fame
Award, Eddie Robinson, Grambling
State University coach with a string of
224 victories to his credit, said the
award “is of great significance because
it comes from you, the VFW." He
warned that drug abuse is one of the
most dangerous threats to the country
and a great effort is needed to combat
it, especially among the nation’s youth.

Sam Martinez, of the Adolph Coors
Co., presented to Staab a painting by
George Skypeck depicting the history
of the VFW as part of the Coors
collection of military art.

This year's Americanism Award
went to Paul A. Volcker, former Fed-
eral Reserve System chairman. He
called for VFW assistance in improving
the quality of government employees. ‘Ex-
pertise and talent have declined over

the years,” he said.

In the evening at the Distinguished
Guests Dinner at the Hilton, Kelly
Foxton, a country and western star,
entertained the banqueters, and two
major awards were presented. The
Aviation and Space Award went to
Richard Rutan and Jeana Yeager,
pilots of the Voyager, the first aircraft
to girdle the globe without being re-
fueled, and the Dwight David Eisen-
hower Award and Citation went to
retired Army Gen. Bernard W. Rogers,
former commander of NATO.

Rutan said that “Americans have
always had a sense of adventure, and
if this fades away and we accept the
status quo, the country will fade away.”

Accepting his award, Gen. Rogers
said, “It is a pleasure to be among
veterans. You have paid the ultimate
price for being citizens. You answered
the call. ..

“The United States has accepted
the global responsibility to protect
democracy and the West. NATO is the
greatest peace movement the world
has ever known.”

Dlekl!uhnmmvoq;

Tuesday,
August 18

For the meeting of Aug. 18, the
delegates returned to the Rivergate,
where Vice President George Bush
addressed a joint session with the
Ladies Auxiliary.

Before that, however, veterans'
issues were the principal concern, for
delegates heard from Rep. G.V.
(Sonny) Montgomery (Miss.), who
chairs the House Veterans' Affairs
Committee, and VA Administrator
Thomas K. Turnage. In addition, Jim
Clay, a veterans employment repre-
sentative in northern Kentucky, re-
ceived the VFW Certificate of Com-
mendation for his cable television
programs of news, interviews and
commentary called “For Veterans
Only,” and Past Commander-in-Chief
John S. Staum was awarded the VFW
Distinguished Service Medal and Cita-
tion for his work on behalf of the
organization.

Reviewing accomplishments of his
committee, Montgomery said it has
passed bills to raise the VA and its

Eddie G. Robinson
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ction, inspiration and dedica-
tion sum up the 88th National
Convention, as delegates made their
views known during debates on reso-
lutions, speakers shared their opinions
with VFW members and all pledged to
make 1887-88 a banner year.
Wonday,
ugust |

From the moment Chairman Joseph
Guidry, Sr., banged down the gavel on
Aug 17 at the Joint Opening Session
in the Rivergate in New Orleans to the
closing ceremonies at the New Orleans
Hilton, each day was a mgjor event.

Mayor Sidney J. Barthelemy wel-
comed the Veterans of Foreign Wars
and its Ladies Auxiliary, and Maj.
Gen. Ansel M. Stroud, Jr., Louisiana
adjutant general, brought greetings
from Gov. Edwin Edwards.

Then Guidry turned over the gavel
to Commander-in-Chief Norman G.
Staab who announced that the VFW
had recorded its 32nd consecutive
year of membership gain to swell the
total to well over 2 million.

Staab introduced Rep. Lindy (Mrs.
Hale) Boggs (La.), who thanked the
VFW for the assistance it provides
members of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate as they delib-

2 VFW: OCTOBER 1987

erate veterans' legislation.

One of Staab's fellow Kansans and
VFW Life Member, Gov. Mike Hayden
told the delegates of the pride the
state takes in its veterans “who learned
through service to their country the
skills of strong leadership and cour-
age.” Among them, he said, are Sen.
Bob Dole, Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower
and Staab.

After Staab awarded Auxiliary Na-
tional President Rosemary Mazer the
VFW Gold Medal of Merit and Citation,
she introduced Auxiliary National
Patriotic Instructor Audrey Creel who
presented flag sets to Barthelemy and
to Stroud for Gov. Edwards.

Representatives of the Republic of
Korea and the Republic of China on
Taiwan were introduced by Staab.
Gen. Chang Kuo-Ying, chairman of
the Vocational Assistance Commission
for Retired Servicemen, said the
Nationalist Chinese veterans and
members of the VFW have fought
totalitarian aggression and are still
defending freedom. Gen. Seok Chu
Paik, president ofthe Korean Veterans
Association, thanked the VFW and
the US. for the support they have
given to Korean security.

Arepresentative of the Irish Organ-

lilustration by Linden Wilson
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administrator to cabinet level and
legislation to compensate American
veterans who suffered from the effects
of radiation when they served in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki and in atom-
ic tests after the war.

He also said he has contacted the
Philippines government, the American
Battle Monuments Commission and
the State Department about restoring
and maintaining Corregidor Island,
where American troops resisted Jap-
anese assaults from Dec. 26, 1841, to
May 6, 1842, before finally surrender-
ing under orders.

Turnage, after presenting an award
to Executive Director Cooper T. Holt,
of the VFW Washington Office, de-
plored criticism of the VA medical
system for the sake of criticism be-
cause it strengthens the arguments of
forces in the country that would do
away with the program altogether.

“It seems to me that positive, coop-
erative efforts make better avenues
on which we can drive forward to-
gether . .. Building confidence in our
system, because that's surely our most
effective road to gaining the public
support we both want,” he said.

Despite the drive to reduce the
federal deficit, the VA has been appro-
priated enough money to do a good

Jjob, he continued. For the next fiscal
year, the VA proposed budget is the
largest in the agency’s history, up
more than $500 million over the cur-
rent funding level.

Secretary of Education William J.
Bennett, who received the VFW James
E. Van Zandt Citizenship Award, called
for improved teaching of history in
the nation's schools.

“We have no choice but to teach our
children what our brave men and
women have done for freedom,” he
said, and recalled that in California a
student asked him if he really believed
the United States is better than the
Soviet Union.

Bennett said he did and explained
to her that people are clambering to
enter the US, but the reverse is true
ofthe Soviet Union, which many want
to leave. He said he calls this the
“gateway test,” of which the Berlin
Wall is an example.

Speeches by Rep. Richard Gephardt
(Mo.), seeking the Democratic presi-
dential nomination, and Vice Presi-
dent George Bush concluded the Aug.
18 session.

Several thousand spectators —
many of them tourists drawn to New
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Orleans for vacations—lined Canal
Street in the evening of Aug. 18 for the
annual hours-long Military Parade
that concluded near the reviewing
stand at the Rivergate. Commander
R.V. (Bubba) Martin, of the Depart-
ment of Louisiana, was parade chair-
man, while Rear Adm. Tommie F.
Rinard was grand marshal.
Wednesday,
August 18

The session of Aug. 19 got off to a
quick start with a discussion of Reso-
lution 202 that would gradually phase
out the VFW National Home at Eaton
Rapids, Mich.,because of the expense,
alternate means of child care available
and the trend toward allowing chil-
dren to remain in their home com-
munities.

Past Commander-in-Chief Arthur
J. Fellwock, who chaired the Finance

"762
Aumcu
WHATEVER
IT TAKES i

and Internal Organization Committee
that reviewed the resolution, said the
VFW wants to expand child care to
other states, not curtail it.

He suggested providing children
who would be sent to the Home but
would stay in their own communities
instead with grants of $200 a month

. and $100 at Christmas.

Fellwock also said that 33 Depart-
ments voted to adopt Resolution 202
while 13 Departments voted in their
conventions to support Resolution
203 that would continue the Home. In
addition, he added that the committee
voted 102 to 25 to support Resolution
202.

Several speakers, including Past
Commander-in-Chief John Wasylik,
rose to urge retention of the VFW
National Home, as did Paul Savage,
president of the Home's Board of
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Trustees, who called the institution a
“living, breathing memorial to those
who gave their lives.”

A motion to table Resolution 202
was passed after several impassioned
pleas, and in effect, finally killed it.
The Home won a reprieve at least for
another year.

In between the debate over the
VFW National Home, several speakers
appeared, among them Sen. Robert
Dole (Kans.), a prospective Republi-
can presidential candidate; John
OBrien, president of Grumman Corp,;
Adm. Paul A. Yost, Jr, commandant
of the Coast Guard, recipient of the
VFW Armed Forces Award; Minneap-
olis Police Sgt. Michael J. Ganley, this
year’s VFW J. Edgar Hoover Award
winner, and Jack Han, representing
H.W.Baik, president of Hyundai Motor
America, contributor of $1 million
toward the construction of the Korean
War Veterans Memorial and recipient
of the VFW Gold Medal of Merit.

Past Commander-in-Chief Richard
L. Roudebush presented a $2,000
check to Staab for the VFW and the
incoming Commander-in-Chief for any
program he directs. The $2,000 was
from Roudebush and Veterans Life
Insurance Co., which he represents.

O'Brien, whose company recently
was awarded a major contract by
NASA for a space station, said, ‘I
believe NASA’s permanently manned
orbiting space station is the next
logical platform in mankind’s evolving
process of discovery.”

Although space has lost its impor-
tance on the national agenda in recent
years, O'Brien said that “in a world of
diminishing resources, space is the
environment where we have to adapt.”

“Space is the next frontier, and we
will have to go there,” he added.
OBrien said the $15 billion perman-
ently manned orbiting space station
“will serve all mankind” and will rep-
resent unprecedented cooperation
among government, academia and
business.

In accepting the Coast Guard's
award, Yost said it “represents a war
on drugs, and the United States Coast
Guard is deeply involved on a day-to-
day basis in the war against cocaine
and the other drugs that are under-
mining this country’s patriotism, its
youth and destroying the institutions
of our friends in South America and
elsewhere.”

Han said the Hyundai gift repre-
sented Koreans and Americans work-

ing together since some of the $1
million was contributed by dealers
and their employees.

“Without the Korean veterans, we
would not have the way of life we
have today,” he said. “We have to
honor them, your country and mine.
All my countrymen know what went
on during the Korean War, and we
have been able to build a better way of
life for all our people.”

Thursday,
August 20

Two longtime VFW employees were
honored with Distinguished Service
Medals at the Aug. 20 session. They
were Elmer Rafiner, retired National
Headquarters General Services direc-
tor, and Barney M. Aldridge, who
retired recently as Department of
Kansas Adjutant-Quartermaster.

Highlight of the session, however,

was the visit of the National Home
representatives to thank the delegates
for their vote tabling Resolution 202.

“The VFW National Home is a nice
place to live,” 11-year-old Tom McCray,
a resident of the Florida Cottage and
1987-88 Buddy Poppy boy, told the
delegates. “And it is all because of you.
You are the National Home. Thank
you, comrades, for keeping the Home
open.”

Savage said many improvements
have been made in the Home in the
last few years and invited delegates to
visit it whenever they are in the Eaton
Rapids area.

“Thank you for the support you
have given us, and now business can
go on as usual,” he continued. “If there
is anything you don't understand,
write us and we will explain every-
thing you want to know.”
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Commander-in-Chie! Norman G. Staab listens to 11-year-old

Tom McCray, this yesr's Buddy Poppy boy.

Theodore Wilson, Home executive
director, said the current services will
be used as a core for further develop-
ment, but any change boils down to
the question of whether it is right for
the children because the Home is
right for children. “We appreciate
your support and good wishes,” he
added.

Mrs. Mazer, accompanied by a dele-
gation from the Ladies Auxiliary hold-
ing its National Convention at the
Marriott Hotel, expressed her thanks
to Staab for his and the VFW's coop-
eration with the Auxiliary over the
past year and presented him wi.h a
Flag set.

Retired Army Gen. Alexander M.
Haig told delegates the US. needs a
president “who is in charge.” A former
commander of NATO and secretary
of state, he is seeking the Republican
presidential nomination.

Adolfo Calero, a leader of anti-
Sandinista Nicaraguans, asked dele-
gates who favored continued aid to
the Contras to stand. So many did
that Calero did not ask opponents to
rise.

Diane Carison Evans, director of
the Vietnam Women's Memorial Proj-
ect, said approximately a third of the
cost has been raised to erect the $1
million proposed statue of a woman
at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in
Washington. If approval of the Fine
Arts Commission is granted, the statue
will be dedicated on Veterans Day
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next year, she said.

“By its support, the VFW has let the
world know the women who served
have not been forgotten,” she said.

Nominated as officers for 1987-88
were Earl L. Stock, Jr., for Com-
mander-in-Chief, Larry W. Rivers for
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief,
Walter Hogan for Junior Vice Com-
mander-in-Chief, James Lund for
Judge Advocate General, Dr. Philip
Begley for Surgeon General and
Bishop Boyd Winterton for National
Chaplain. Nominated for reelection
as Quartermaster General was

Herbert W. Irwin.

Friday,
August 21

All were elected unanimously on
Aug 21. Commander-in-Chief Stock
was sworn in by Past Commanders-
in-Chief Clyde Lewis and Joseph
Lombardo, both New Yorkers as is
Stock. All the other newly-elected
officers and members of the National
Council of Administration also were
given their oath of office on the Con-
vention’s last day.

Reappointed were Adjutant Gen.
Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr., and
Executive Director Cooper T. Holt, of
the VFW Washington Office, and Paul
E. Wampler, Jr., was named National
Chief of Staff and Peter E. Olson
Inspector General. .

The 89th National Convention will
be held in Chicago. ]

Buddy Poppy
Display Winners

Category 1
Public Promotion of Poppy Sales
Post 5762 and Ladies Auxiliary, Casey, M.

Category 2
Memorial or Inspirational Display
Post 3851 and Ladies Auxiilary, Carmi, Bl.

Category 3
Artistic or Decorative Use of Poppies
Post 1308 and Ladies Auxiiiary, Alton, BI.
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bons, badges and patches. Di

awards proudly. Easel back for desk or mantie or can
be hung vertically or horizontally.

your military

Mrs. Joan Katkus

Auxiliary's New High

egistration reached a new high

of 6,432 at the 74th National
Convention when New Orleans played
host for the fifth time since World
War II to the Ladies Auxiliary to the
Veterans of Foreign Wars.

Those in attendance met two schol-
arship winners, two TV stars, a former
Miss America and the 1l-year old
Buddy Poppy boy, Tom McCray, who
charmed his listeners with his elo-
quent comments.

The Voice of Democracy first place
national winner, Elaine Barnett, of
Fresno, Calif,, gave her winning speech
at the Joint Opening Session, and
members were equally proud to meet
the Outstanding Junior Girl, Karen
Dombeck, of Guernsey, Wyo.

National President Rosemary Mazer
presented former Miss America, Jac-
quelyn Townsend, with the 1987 Un-
sung Heroine Award for her courage
and willingness to help others. In
1970, at 28, she suffered a stroke
which paralyzed the right side of her
body. It took her several years to re-
learn how to speak, walk, tie her
shoes and do other things most per-
sons take for granted, but you would
never know it now, as .she travels
around the country as a motivational
speaker sharing her courage with
other stroke victims.

Also honored at the convention
was actress Jill Jacobson, who re-
ceived the Caring American Award
for serving as a National Spokes-
woman with the American Cancer
Society. For this, she accepted a $5,000
contribution designated for educa-
tional materials. She played Miss Jones

on “Falcon Crest” and has starred in
several other TV shows.

Receiving the Spirit of Hope and
Freedom Award, named for National
President Mazer's theme, was Heidi
Bohay, who played Megan Kendall on
the TV series “Hotel.” She was honored.
for her work with several charities,
particularly the March of Dimes. She
has served as a “Walk America Am-
bassador” and co-host of its TV tele-
thon. The $2,000 accompanying the
award was designated for the March
of Dimes.

Dr. Edward Krementz also attended
the convention to accept the Auxil-
iary’s $5,000 contribution to Tulane
University Medical Center for cancer
research.

In addition to meeting the many
special guests, delegates also cele-
brated the outstanding accomplish-
ments of the past year. At the top of
thelist was the record-breaking mem-
bership of 745,210 achieved during
1986-87, the 32nd consecutive year of
membership growth. Adding to that
record growth was the increase in the
number of Auxiliaries to 7,120, up 26
over last year.

This was also the third consecutive
year that donations for the Cancer
Aid and Research program surpassed
$2.5 million and the sixth year that
contributions topped $2 million.

Members gave a total of $219,000 to
the renovation of the Statue of Liberty,
with $29,000 donated during 1986-87.
Auxiliaries sold more than 6 million
Buddy Poppies to help needy veterans,
and 158,845 volunteers served
3,754,373 hours through the Hospital
and Veterans Administration Volun-
tary Service program. In all, members
volunteered 19 million hours and
contributed $27 million conducting
patriotic and community service pro-
grams during the past year.

On Friday, Aug 21, Joan Katkus, of
Alaska, was elected National Presi-
dent and, along with the other Na-
tional Officers, was installed by Past
Commander-in-Chief Bob Currieo of
Arizona.

Other National Line Officers elected
were Sr. Vice President Mona Longly,
of Lexington, Neb.; Jr. Vice President
Alice Hutto, of Swansea, S.C.; Secre-
tary-Treasurer Glenn Grossman, of
Kansas City, Mo.; Chaplain Frances
Booth, of Cape Elizabeth, Maine; Con-
ductress Mary Sears, of Coeur d'Alene,
Idaho, and Guard Maye Vontin, of
Virginia, Minn. u
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Shortly after the 88th National Convention in New Orleans, national commlttees met in Kansas .
Clty and Washmgton D.C.,toset goals and firm up plans for the leadership year On these pages

80 ed: Frank Borelloand C. c. Blanklmhlp, Vico Chalrmen; Rena Nunn, Ladies Auxilisry National Americanism Director; Raymond Price,
" Natlona! Director; Paul Phillps, Chairman, and Michae! J. Mason, Vice Chairman. Not shown, Moe Panell, Vice Chairman. Standing:’,
_Natlonal Chief of Staff Poul E. Wamplar, Inspactor Gen. Peter E. Olson, Sr. Vics Commander-in-Chief Larry W. Rlvon, COmmandor-In-

- Chilet Earl L. SIocls. Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Walter Hogan and Adjutant Gen. Howard E. V-nder Clute.~ "

Seated: Jamea L. Klmery and Dwalne Wilison, Vice Chzirmen; Dominic J. Romano, Chalrman; Thomas L. Kissell, Natlonal Dlrector
T. Wililam Bossldy and Robert C. Jordan, Vice Chairmen. Standing: National Chilef of Statf Paul E. Wampler, Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief

Waltor Hogan, Commander-in-Chief Earl L. Stock, Sr. Vice Commander-In-Chief Larry W. Rivers and Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vnndor ‘
Clule. P

Seated: John A. Lutz lnd George s Smlth, Vice Chalrmen; Rosalle Fablo, Ladies Auxiliary National Community Activities Director;
Raymond Price, Natlonal Director; Al Gordon, Chairman, and William Nelson and Charles Godke, Vice Chairmen. Standing: Nstiona!
Chisf of Statf Paul E. \'lampler. Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chlef Larry W. Rivers, Commandar-in-Chlef Earl L. Stock, Jr. Vice Commander-in-
Chlel Wdtor Hogan. Impecto ‘Ge Petor E. Olson and Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vandor Clute. :
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‘whom Stock presented the VFW James
E. Van Zandt Citizenship Award.
“Freedom,” he said, “has made the
United States the greatest country in’ J ]

the world. .. Let's pray that freedom f
will be the inheritance of our children . ’/'\
and our children’s children.” - NG

Frederick W. Speer, ofthe Department of Europe, gave

his 1988 Voice of Democracy first place oration on
"“America’s Liberty: Our Challenge.”

As recipient from Stock of the VFW Amencamsm
Award, Secretary of the Army John O. Marsh recalled
that 40 years ago during the VFW National Convention,
the American people helped preserve freedom for the
people of Berlin when the Soviets blockaded the city.

“In one of the greatest episodes in the history of

| freedom, the Berlin Airlift was launched. . . Just over a
year later, the blockade was lifted. Berlin was saved.”

Now, 40 years later, he continued, tension is eased
between the U.S. and the Soviet Union because of this
country's commitment to a strong defense and the
modernization of its forces.

“A strong defense is the key to a stable world environ-
-1 ment where there is freedom,” he said.

Highlight ofthe Joint Opening Session was the keynote
speech of Vice President George Bush. His appearance as
Republican Presidential candidate received increased
attention because of allegations that his Vice Presidential
running mate, Sen. Dan Quayle, of Indiana, had received
preferential treatment to join the National Guard to
avoid being drafted into the Army for Vietnam service.

Bush gave Quayle a ringing endorsement, declaring “he
served honorably, didnt go to Canada, didn’t burn his
draft card, and he damned sure didn’t burn the Amerlcan
Flag™

“Let his detractors cast the first stone,” Bush added

Pledging his support for a strong national defense,
| Bush reviewed the history of military weakness and how
it has invited war, compared to the present situation
where the fact of Amerlcan strength is creating peace,
easing the U.S.-Soviet tension, encouraging democracy on
the Pacific rim and signing of the US.-Soviet INF Treaty.

He declared the’policies his opponent, Gov. Michael
Dukakis, of Massachusetts, supported, such as the nuclear
freeze, would have locked in Soviet superiority, prevented
deployment of Pershing missiles in Europe that convinced
the Soviets “we were serious about having them remove
their 1,000 SS-20 warheads at a time when we had zilch.”

“I don’t believe in making unilateral concessions to the
Soviet Union or anyone else,” Bush said. He also pledged
hewould bea PreSIdent who “favors veterans — after all,
I'm one of you.”

“I know how we can start,” he continued. “For about 25
years bills have been mtroduced in Congress to make the
VA a full Cabinet department. I support having the VA at

my Cabinet table.”

He also said veterans’ preferencein
federal hiring would be strengthened
in his administration; -he would do
everything possible to resolve the
! POW/MIA question; more for aging

veterans would be done; and Vietnam veterans would
“get the services and treatment they need and deserve.”

“Keeping the faith with veterans is not just a matter of
trust —'it's a pillar of a sound national securlty policy,
and I am going to do it,” he added.

At the Joint Opening Session also, Joseph O Hansen,
Past Department Commander of Ma.ryland anda longtlme
supporter of the Voice of Democracy, was presented with
the VFW Gold Medal of Merit for his services to the VFW,
The latest was perpetuation of a sixth-place national

- scholarship for the Voice program.

Supreme Commander Albert S. Thomas, Jr., of the
Military Order of the Cootie, reported to the delegates a
$10,750 contribution to VFW National Home-sponsored
scholarships and 3,349 new VFW Life Members this year.

Distinguished Guests Banquet

In the evening, at the Distinguished Guests Banquet,
Gen. John W. Vessey, Jr., retired chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff and now President Reagan’s spec1al
emissary to the Vietnamese on the POW/MIA issue,
received from Stock the VFW Dwight David Eisenhower

. Distinguished Service Award; Mrs. Nancy Howser, widow
of the late Kansas City Royals manager, Dick Howser,
accepted the posthumous Hall of Fame Award on hlS
behalf: Stock and Mrs. Katkus presented Col. William E.
Ryan, Jr., of the American Battle Monuments Commission,
with $101 400 and $31,500, respectively, for their two
organizations toward the construction of a memorial to
Korean War veterans. This brings the VFW and Ladies
Auxiliary total to $252,815.

In accepting her husband’s posthumous award, Mrs.
Howser said of her husband, who led the Royals to their
1985 World Series victory over the Cardinals, “The final
victory was his. He had faith in God. Now he is in your Hall
of Fame, and he is in God's. Thank you andI love you for
remembermg my husband in this way.”

Col. Ryan said the VFW and its Ladies Auxxhary were
the first veterans’ organizations to make a major contri-
bution. “You make me proud,” he said, adding that so far
$2.260 million has been received out of the $6 million
needed for the Korean War memorial

Vessey urged a strong national defense, recalling the
U.S. weakness that led to the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor and this country’s involvement in World War II
and to the North Korean attack on South Korea on the
assumption that perceived Amerlcan weakness would
prevent a U.S, response.
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“Mr. Danson is asking for a raise, Miss Welch.
Would you call the weather service and check

the temperature in Hell.” :

Aninferiority complex is any teenager

who feels his parents are smarter

than he is.

-The truly creative ideas will always
emerge after the deadline,

0’Hare handles 112 landings an hour,
and one air traffic controller tracks
13 planes at once. Some call it haz-
ardous congestion. We'd like to think
of it as Chicago roulette.

Education is something you get when
your father sends you to college. But
it isn’t complete until you send your
own son.

An excited man called his wife. “I won!
I won the lottery! Pack your clothes!”
“Great!”she says. “Surmer or winter
clothes?” -
“All your clothes,” says he: “I want
you out by 6!"

A small boy asked his mother, “Why
can’'t I go play golf with my Dad? I
already know most of the words.”

The only time people unite in brother-

hood is when a major catastrophe
happens, that we call an Act of God.

Never put off till tomorrow what you
can ignore completely.

Will truth in packaging laws affect

-women’s fashions?

Tolerance is based on courtesy, re-
spect, and the suspicion that the
other fellow may be right.

Afriend is somebody who sees through
you and still sees you through.

The paratrooper was almost out of
the plane on his first jump when he
lost his nerve. The jump master tried
everything to get him out of the plane,
and finally began calling the young
man every name in the book.

talk to me that way!

“You wanna step outside and discuss
it?”

Being a procrastinator means never
having to say, “I've done it.”

Never underestimate the power of
stupid people in a group.

The trade deficit. The budget deficit.
The Savings and Loan crisis. The
falling dollar. Rising inflation. Crime.
Pollution. George Bush just asked for
a recount.

Itis said that the three most difficult
times of life are being a teenager,
being the parent of a teenager, and
trying to teach a teenager.

A balloon goes up when filled with hot
air. What holds some people down?

Humility is being inconspicuous by
your presence.

“Hey,” the trooper said, “You can't

“Oh yeah?"said the grizzled sergeant.

YAl T know is: I hil a hole in one
on my first time out and he
turned red, grasped his chest
and fell over.”
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Rockland, N.Y., County Commander Jerry Lake, cen-
ter, congratulates two charter Commanders, James
McGuinness, left, of Post 126, West Nyack, and William
Burke, of Post 851, Clarkstown, during the two Posts’
double institution ceremony. This marked the first time
. in New York Department history that one man, Lake,
_ organized two Posts in one day, July 7, 1988; appliéd for
“both Post charters on the same day, July 18, 1988;
received approval of both Post applications on the
same day, July 21, 1988, and held the institution and
installation of officers on the same day, Oct. 2, 1988.
More than 200 persons attended the event.

commander Don Eichelberger, of Post 4874, Pigua, ‘e
Ohio, and Post 0D Gary Wagner, present a posthumous
POW Medal to Mrs. Mary Brown, widow of David
Brown, a former POW in Germany and Post 4874
member who died in 1985. With her are her two sons.

his simulated check for $5,000 represents the amount
ised by Clovis, N.M., Joint Veterans Council through a
walk-a-thon"" for a new narcotics dog for the police
spartment. Holding the check are Police Chief Caleb
handler, Carrol Huggins, Post 3280 member and
walk-a-thon" chairman, and Alice Huggins, co-chair--

’

Post3541.$terling.CoIo.. honored these seven surviv-

* ing World War | veterans on Veterans Day. They are,
seated, Earl D. Franklin, Sr.. Mike Campbell, William
Sincock and Roy Walker, and, standing, Truman Lou-
derback, Glenn Morris and Jay Beemer. Beemer at39is
the oldest, while the others range in age from 94 to 92.
Commander lvo M. Foxhoven presided at the cere-
monies.
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No Korean Combat Pay

Although the Combat Duty Act of
1952 authorized payment of combat
pay, the Barring Act, 31 United States
Code, Section 71, states that unless
claims are received within six years
from the date the claim first accrued,
they are barred from consideration.
Therefore, payment of any claim for
combat pay accrued during the Kor-
ean conflict would be disallowed be-
cause of the Barring Act. — Mary L.
Harden, Public Affairs Officer, U.S.
Army Finance and Accounting Cen-
ter, Indianapolis, Ind. 46249-0001.

‘War and Remembrance’

Every veteran should boycott the re-
maining 12 hours of the ABC television
network’s “War and Remembrance”
when shown in the spring. The $110
million mini-series reminds everyone
of the horrible Holocaust while por-
traying the U.S. Navy as criminals in
the Pacific who gun down Japs swim-
ming in the water. A more accurate
story could have shown the death
marches on Bataan and Corregidor.
— Gene Cordes, 1213 Las Brisas Dr.,
Daytona Beach, Fla. 32019.

Post Named for 66th Victim

Regarding “When Disaster Struck”
(Dec.): My Post 5896 in Farmington,
Mo., is named after Norman L. Rigdon,
aman killed on the troopship Leopold-
ville and a member of the 66th Infan-
try Division. — Rusty Carmichael,
Double Star Ranch, RR 3, P.O. Box
3743, Farmington, Mo. 63640.

Polish Mission Recalled

briefing room, Marcus Shook and
James Christy and his crew were
being briefed on that mission to
Poland to drop much needed supplies
to help fight off the German forces
that were plaguing the anti-Commu-
nist and anti-Nazi Polish Home Army
Forces in their struggle to hold their
ground during that critical time on
Sept. 18, 1944. This mission was, ac-
cording to the Polish Home Army
Forces, a success. For the efforts of
these brave flying crews, the Polish
Home Army Cross was awarded to
the fliers of that mission. I feel proud
to have been a part of that effort.
Your article was good writing. My
congratulations to Marcus Shook on
the VFW’s Certificate of Appreciation.
— Wm. B. (Bill) Foraker, 3834 Drexel
Dr., Toledo, Ohio 43612.

Illegal Aliens

I'm disappointed that the VFW 1988-
1989 priority and security goals, as
shown in December magazine, did
not include the adopted resolution on
“Illegal aliens continue to enter the
United States.” If we can’t stop illegal
aliens by thethousands from entering
the USA, especially along our southern
border, why give priority to Central
America, SDI, NATO, Pacific allies,
terrorism, national defense. We can-
not handle all the refugees of the
world, and unless these illegal entries
are stopped, it could be our downfall.
— Commander Richard W. Fenzel
(Post 6376), 817 Browns Lane, Louis-
ville, Ky. 40207.

Wants Papers

In reference to “Memory Stronger
Than Death” (Nov.), I find it necessary
to comment because it touched me
deeply and stirred my memories of
that mission of so long ago. I didn’t
know Marcus Shook or James Christy
or the rest of his crew. By researching
some of my old records, I find Marcus
Shook and James Christy were as-
signed to the 568th Bomb Sqdn.,
390th Bomb Group (H). I was assigned
to the 570th Bomb Sqdn., 390th Bomb
Group at Station 153, Framlingham,
England. Somewhere in that same

I need your help to be on the lookout
for valuable documents I missed after
displaying them in this fair city. They
are my honorable discharge papers,
U.S. Army, World War II; baptismal
papers, Social Security card, of 1937
vintage; birth certificate, 1915, and
marriage certificate. My wish is to
find them while I'm still alive. Reward
0of $500 for this sure information, paid
to your favorite charity. — Edward
M. Staniszewskzi, 1604 W. Willow Run
Drive, Willow Run, Wilmington, Del.
19805-1222.

True Christmas Spirit

On the Tuesday following Christmas,
1988, a gentleman in an electric wheel-
chair came wheeling into my office.
He said he was cold and needed help.

It wasn't easy for him relating that
he had recently lost his house; his wife
had left, and most of his possessions
had been stolen. All he had left was
the van he now lived in, some bedding,
and the electric wheelchair he relied
on because of muscular dystrophy.
His last few meals were purchased
with money he obtained by pawning
his manual wheelchair.

He was hungry and cold and needed
gas so he could return to the Midwest
where he would live with his daughter,
who was expecting a baby any day
now. As a Vietnam Era veteran, he
was hoping someone here could help.

If anyone had been a non-believer
in the Spirit of Christmas, that would
have changed on that Tuesday. By the
day’s end, area veterans’ organizations
rallied to reach out and help.

The first to do so were VFW Post
992 and its Auxiliary. Food, gas and
money were made available so this
gentleman could rejoin his family and
be on hand as a first-time grandpa.
Thanks to this support, he was also
able to get his manual wheelchair
back. Most of all, the cold nights spent
alone in the van would now be over.

As a true Christmas story taking
place here in Walla Walla, this story
has more than one happy ending. It
shows how the efforts of organizations
like the VFW go beyond just veterans’
issues. Because of these efforts, we
are thankful for the year-round spirit
of giving that VFW members represent
in this community. — Daniel J. Sulli-
van, Officeof Public Affairs, VA Med-
wcal Center, Walla Walla, Wash.

Letters should be of no more than 100 words
and deal with only one subject. Editing for
space, clarity and good taste may be necessary.
Published letters include the sender's name
and address to enable readers to reply directly.
Anonymous mail is not considered for publica-
tion. Space limitations preclude use of all the
letters received. Because of their volume, it is
impossible to reply to or to acknowledge Mail
Call submissions.
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COMMOANSD
Is Greece Supporting Terrorists?

By Larry W. Rivers
VFW Commander-in-Chief -

0 ne of the most dreadful crimes of
this modern era is terrorism,
and the Veterans of Foreign Wars of
the United States again went square-
ly on record at the 89th National
Convention denouncing it.

“Decisive Action Needed to Prevent
Terrorism” is the title of Resolution
415 that concludes: “Openly remind-
ing those countries who have been
unwilling to assist our counterter-
rorist efforts that ‘there are no neu-
trals in the war against terrorists.’”

The horror of Dec. 21, when 259
passengers on Pan Am Flight 103
and at least 11 persons on the
ground were killed’ when the jet
exploded over Lockerbie, Scotland,
on its way to the United States,
clearly highlights the position on
terrorism this organization firmly
believes the President of the United
.States should take.

All the evidence points to this
tragedy as being the work of terror-
ists. It is not known which faction of
Middle Eastern terroristsis respons-
ible. Some contend Iranian or Libyan;
others point to Syrian or Palestine
Liberation Organization splinter
groups. '

Asdisgusting as the crime commit-
ted on Dec. 21 is, just as gross is the
attitude of Greece, a North Atlantic
Treaty Organization ally of the Uni-
ted States.

Two recent events in Greece may
. haveadirect bearing on the destruc-
“tion of the plane and the murder of

P O ST

the 270 persons, observers believe, -

In early December, the Greek gov-
ernment released a suspected terror-
ist, Abdel Osama al-Zumar, thought

to be a member of the lethal Abu

Nidal gang, and flew him to Libya.
Al-Zumar was wanted by the gov-

ernment of Italy, another NATO ally,

for the 1982 bombing of a Rome

synagogue that killed a boy, 2, and

injured 37 persons. Italy had asked
for al-Zumar's extradition before his
release from a Greek prison for gun-
smuggling, The Greek Supreme Court
had approved Italy’s request, but
Justice Minister Vassilis Rotis over-
turned the court’s decision. He said
al-Zumar was fighting for the free-
dom of his homeland.

Director Cooper T. Holt was also on hand.

‘tion was that “key documents” had

Then there is the case of Moham-
med Rashid, held by Greece and
wanted by the U.S. for questioningin
the Flight 103 outrage and in connec-
tion with the 1982 bombing of a Pan
Am jetliner as it flew from Tokyo to
Hawaii. :

The Greek Supreme Court indefi-
nitely postponed its decision extra-
diting Rashid on Nov. 15. Explana-

not been supplied. The U.S. embassy,
however, said they have been. U.S.
Atty. Gen. Richard Thornburgh went
to Greece to protest al-Zumar's re-
lease and to present the evidence
against Rashid.

continued on page 6

WASHINGTON, -1AN. 5 — Commander-in-Chief Larry Rivers met with then-President-elect
George Bush and Secretary of Veterans Affairs-designate Edwin Derwinski and others to
discuss veterans’ issues in the Old Executive Office Building. Washington Office Executive

Wide World Photo
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Easy! Consciences on Wall Street 179

Alrllnost daily, it.seems, there are new developments in Wall Street's insider-
trading scandals. Such illegal wheeling and dealing, says Editor James M.
Wall, is not surprising in an era that lacks an adequate sense of responsibility.

#The Most Uncomfortable Day of the Year 180 -

In the first of this season’s Lenten meditations, Byron L. Rohrig, pastor of
First United Methodist Church in Bloomington, Indiana, discusses the mean-
ing of Ash Wednesday and its call to repentance.

Pruning Time for Shirley MacLaine? 182

Underlying actress Shirley MacLaine’s eccentric spiritual quest is a genuine
desire to be in touch with something eternal, maintains Craig V. Anderson.

Mr. Anderson is pastor of Old First Church in Middletown. New Jersey.

Electllions Loom in Thatcher’s Future 183

Noting the death of former Prime Minister Harold Macmillan, British correspon-v
dent Kenneth Slack goes on to assess the status of Margaret Thatcher’s govern-
mclhl. Mr. Slack is pastor of London’s Kensington United Reformed Church.
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SPECIAL
REPORT

A VFW Post with a
Spiritual Vision

WE KNOW churches that actively
campaign for peace. But a VFW
post? We know religious congregations
that help feed the poor. But a varicgated
bunch of ex-servicemen? We understand
that churchpeople are interested in im-
proving the economies of Third World
countries. But beer-drinking, sports-
addicted members of a VFW post? We
expect spiritual growth in churches. But
how about a VFW post in which every
meeting begins and ends in prayer and
the chaplain is often the strongest officer?

To be a member of the Veterans of
Forcign Wars one must have served as
a member of the U.S. armed forces in a
combat zone beyond the borders of the
U S. during the time of an official U:S.
conflict. Veterans orgamzations like the
American Legion and the VFW typical-
ly support incumbent presidents” foreign
policies and military and defense spend-
ing. But three years ago in the lovely.
laid-back resort city of Santa Cruz.
California. a new breed of veterans” posts
was born.

Bill Motto Post S888 was organized on
December 4. 1983, with 30 members.
The original Post 5888 had lost its charter
as 4 result of financial difficulties and
dwindling interest. The new post was
named for a man who had been awarded
two Purple Hearts and three Bronze Stars
for his heroism as a combat medic in
Vietnam. Motto had also founded Viet-
nam Vets of Santa Cruz and had been a
harsh critic of the Vietnam conflict and
of U.S. involvement in Central America.
He died in August 1982 while fishing off
the coast of Santa Cruz

Within two years. the post had a roster
of 150 veterans and a whole new program
of working for peace and social change.
On April 4, 1984, the post. which at that
time had fewer than 70 members. three-
fourths of whom were Vietham veterans
and many of whom were still critical of the
war and feared a repeat of our involve-
ment in Southeast Asia, composed a
resolution for the state VFW convention:

February 25, 1987

“Whereas international confrontations
such as those in Vietnam, Lebanon and
Central America have resulted in com-
bat deaths and political and/or terrorist
assassinations of members of our Arm-
ed Forces with questionable enhancement
of our national interest’ and whereas *in
August, 1983 the VFW National Con-
vention publicly supported President
Reagan's policies in Central America’
and whereas “the one value, cherished
above all others, for which the members
of the VFW and their departed comrades
have sacrificed is the existence of our
democratic form of government,”" be it
resolved *‘that VFW Bill Motto Post
5888 supports a policy of self-
determination and non-intervention in
Central America; and sees current ad-
ministration policy as escalating rather
than resolving such conflicts.™

The resolution brought national atten-
tion to the post. Subsequent VFW con-
ventions sought to expel it from member-
ship. and a national debate ensued. Post
members were interviewed on California
radio and TV stations and on national
news shows In January 1985 the VFW
national commander suspended the post
for 60 days pending an investigation. In
the interim the controversy continued.
with some posts excoriating the maverick
group. and peace organizations and in-
dividuals across the country expressing
support. (The only other post known to
have lost its charter for disagrecing with
national  VEW  policy was one 1n
Madison. Wisconsin. which nearly 16
years ‘ago objected to the VFW’s posi-
tion on Vietnam.)

In April 1985 the case was brought to
Superior Court of California but was
subsequently settled out of court. The na-
tional VEW agreed to reinstate the post
and promised to print retractions in na-
tional and state VFW magazines of de-
rogatory statements it had made about the
post’s  membership. The VFW also
agreed to pay for two members of the
post to attend the VFW national conven-
tion in Dallas in August 1985 and to sit
on the by-laws and foreign-policy com-
mittees. The post. for its part. agreed not
1o voice its opposition to national VFW
policy ““as a post.”” though post members
maintained their right to disagree “"as
members.”” The national VFW also in-
serted some changes into its policy
statements making room for dissenting
groups: this opened the door for many
more Vietnam-era vets to join the VFW.

Meanwhile. the post carried on it
unusual programs. getting involved in

hunger projects, veterans’ affairs and
community problems. A half-dozen
women veterans joined. as did several
father-and-son combinations. Three of
the most active supporters of the post and
its peace and social activities were World
War | veterans over 80 years old.

Winds of change were also felt in the
national convention. In the summer of
1986, resolutions offered by the Bill Mot-
to Post calling for **a balanced economy
in Central America, shifting from exports
to regional self-sufficiency and agrarian
land reform and peaceful solutions,”
were passed. The leadership of the VFW
recognized that the post was sincere and
reasonable in its approach, and it allowed
the members to speak as a post regarding
peace in Central America. Thus, the
“-wandering lost lamb'* was vindicated
and welcomed back to the fold.

THE POST NOW has more than 200
members. 30 per cent of them from
outside California. Among those who
have joined because of their attraction to
the post's groundbreaking stances and its
social conscience is ex-Catholic priest
and chaplain Charles Liteky, who recent-
ly deposited his Medal of Honor at the
Victnam Memorial in Washington to pro-
test the government’s policies in Central
America.

The post has been engaged in a wide
variety of activities. It raised funds for
a walker in the Great Peace March of
1986 which ended in Washington, D.C..
on November 15. It supports foreign
children through the Christian Children’s
Fund: it has made cash and food con-
tributions to African hunger and U.S.
farm aid: and it has undergirded pro-
grams to help end apartheid in South
Africa. The post conceived and made
possible the exhibition in Santa Cruz of
a replica of the Vietnam Memorial. It
helped make Santa Cruz County the first
in the U.S. to provide free counsel to its
veterans. and it established a free Viet-
nam veterans film library. It has spon-
wred a ten-kilometer walkathon for
peace. several concerts for the communi-
ty and a baseball team in the Santa Cruz
Municipal League. The post also has 24
beds available to anyone needing one. An
annual event. now headed toward its
fourth year. is a huge Thanksgiving Day
dinner for the post members, their
families and anyone in the community
desiring fellowship or needing a meal.

This past Thanksgiving the post fed more £ i

than 400 people. 5 3
When | visited the post one Thanksgiv-
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g 1 found a couple of older vets wor-
nied that there were so many diners
tisany of whom took extra helpings away
with them) that there might not be enough
ol A cook rephied, " Don’t worry, this
post and the good Lord won't let that hap-
pen.”” It didn’t, As in the story of the
loaves and the fishes, there was plenty
0 go around.

! have been in many church groups and
wurshiped all over the world, but in this
VEW past [ have found'a love for peo-
ple. a fuith in one another and a spiritual
yuality sometimes lacking in the organ-
1zed church. This spirit could be scen in
the midst of the post’s struggle to main-
lain goad standing with the national VFW
and 1o avoid becoming isolated from
other veterans.

“I've grown 1o respect every comrade
here.”" said one post member, a decor-
ated Vietnam vet, “*Weare nota rcncgade
post. We have a chance for success inthe
veterans' community. We don'f want to
alicnate anybody. Other VFW posts are
not filled with evil people. We have acon-
cern for people plucked out of their lives
and put into difficult situations whether in
Victnam, Central America or the United
States. But we don’t want to go backward.
We want to go forward.™

No bar exists in Post 5888 (which puts
it in a minority of one among member
posts). As former Commander Richard
Anderson, a leader in the struggle for
reinstatement. said. **We would rather
help vets than pour liquor into them.™
Nor does the post sponsor bingo or any
o(hcr game of chance. To raise funds for

|r programs and causes. the members

fcr to rely on art shows, concerts,
so} ball games and the direct solicitation
of friends and members. There is now a
“*National Federation of Veterans for
* Peace.”™ a coalition of 11 veterans
“organizations with members across the
nation, to which the post belongs.

Bill Motto Post 5888 is not a church

nor a substitute for one. but it certainly

MANUSCRIPTS
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and double-spuced: send one copy  only.
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addressed. stamped envelope (or international
postage coupon) will not be returned. Follow-
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is a congregation. The post is not a social
agency, but its services meet real needs
and often outperform those of some agen-
cies. The post is not rich in dollars, but
it is wealthy in love and concern for the
oppressed and hungry. And though it
eschews nationalistic rhetoric, the post

is . certainly an expression of real,

democracy. Charles W. Bare.

FILM

Top Motion Pictures
of 1986

N ANTICIPATION of the Oscar

nominations we decided to name our
own group of 1986's five best films.
Selecting any *‘best’’ group is always a
highly subjective process, and when two
critics are involved the subjectivity is
compounded. However, we undertook
the task on the assumption that readers
would want to compare our list with their
own, and with the Oscars nomination list.
thereby creating dialogue among those
who acknowledge the special value mo-
tion pictures have as an art form that is
part of a highly commercial industry. We
urge readers to view these films soon. be-
fore they disappear from local screens. or
else catch some of them when they show
up again for brief.runs around Academy
Award time. Eventually many will sce
these films on home television screens
through the magic of video. but we repeat
our frequent warning that such movies
are made for the big screen and will suf-
fer when reduced to the smaller medium.

Our list is a consensus though we were
unable to agree on the fifth picturc. As
it turns out, we agreed with the Academy
nominations on only two films: Platoon
and Hannah and Her Sisters: its other
nominations were The Mission, A Room
with a View and Children of u Lesser

_God.

The four films we agreed deserve to
be among the top five are Oliver Stone’s
definitive .portrayal of the American in-
volvement in Vietnam. Platoon;
Agnes Varda's chllhng examination of
the final days in the life of a young

woman, Vagabond; Jonathan Demme'’s
peripatetic Something . Wild; and David
Lynch’s dark and decadent Blue Velvet:

Tying for the fifth spot were Woody
Allen's Hannah and Her Sisters and
James Cameron’s Aliens. These are all
pictures of artistic merit; their visions and
styles may not appeal to every viewer's
taste, but they all meet (he criteria of
excellence.

In selecting Platoon as the best picture
of 1986, the National Council of Churches’
Communication Commission described it
as ‘‘a film which forces the viewer to
enter the experience of the United States
war in Vietnam.'" The *living room’’
war is one that we saw too much of, but
it is also one we lost. It left us as a peo-
ple with a desire to ignore the war’s
deeper reality. From the opening scene
of new troops arriving for duty in Viet-
nam to the final images of a unit torn by
inner strife, the film is unrelenting in its
examination of what happens when men
are forced to fight a war for which they
are ill equipped. in a cause that is—and
remains—unclear.

This war sharply divided civilians at
home accerding to ideologies. But the
divisions in the jungles and villages of
Vietnam had less to do with ideology than
with human frailty. Platoon depicts-the
ugly truth that this was a war fought
within units as well as against a common
enemy.

Whereas Stone wants to remake old-
fashioned war films. Varda's Vagabond
deliberately avoids straightforward nar-’

rative. It is the story of a girl (played by :
Sandrine Bonnaire) whose frozen’ body T
is found in a ditch in the opening scenes’ .

of the film. Set in a rural section of -
southwest Francg. the film proceeds by
a series of flashbacks as though they will.

reveal some understanding of what led to -

the girl's death. But as the film pro-

gresses it becomes clear that Varda .

is not interested in presenting either

psychological or sociological explana- ¥

tions.

In our first view of the girl bt.fore her
death, she is cmcrgmg nude from lhe.
ocean, a Venus rising from the sea; lhc
image is so distant that she seems to havc;

no identity. We learn more about the peo- - -

ple she meets than we do about her—and
they are all tied to one another in some.
strange manner., as if the scattered p:m&
of her existence have -an cmgmauc'»
coherence.

Vagabond is concerned with. epls
temology; it suggests that. - humam'
knowledge is indeed a “*dark mirror, 2}
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.An article a day of enduring significance, in condensed permanent booklet form
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~ The Green Beret had another
baptism of fire to go through, and he
couldn’t do it alone

My Friend i Need

Condensed from THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
B. T. CoLLINS

HE AMBULANCE FLIGHT from
the Philippines was ex-

hausting. We stopped at Air
Force bases in Japan, Alaska, Illi-

' nois, and finally Washington, D.C.

From there I phoned my folks in
White Plains, N.Y. I knew I would
be flown to Fort Dix, N.]., the next
day and then, after that ]uly Fourth

weekend, 1967, sent to Valley

Forge General Hospital outside
Philadelphia.

Just before I hung up I'said, “Ma,
you'd better call Dickie.” (Fifteen

© years later his wife would tell me,

“You're the only one allowed to call
hun Dickie.”) He would spread the

word to my friends that I was home

from Vietnam and had lost an arm -

and a leg. He'd take charge.
We met in Cub Scouts, probably

“in fourth grade. We have never.
agreed on anything’ since. He still

says it was sixth grade.

In the hospital at Fort Dix the
following day, my mother and
two sisters saw me for the first
time in six months. I wasn’t much

to look at— 102 pounds, big holes

in my remaining -leg, and my
eyes sunk deep in their sockets.
Tubes were everywhere. In short, I
wasn't the six-foot-two, 180- pound
Green Beret they had seen head

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL (NOVEMBER || '87).'© 1967 BY DOW JONES & CO., INC., 200 LIBERTY 8T, . 65
W YORK, N.Y, 10281 H
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off for his second tour in Vietnam.

After my family left, the room
filled with Dick Ehrlich and sever-
al other friends he had rounded

- up. If my appearance shocked him,

)
.
13
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he never let on. He told me a year
later: “You looked like a ripple in
the sheet. You looked so small.” All

I remember is that I burst into tears

as he strode through the door, a six-
pack under his arm.

- As they were leaving, one of my
friends, Judy, said, “You be ready
Labor Day. We’re taking you to the
house on Long Island.” To me that
was years away. All I wanted was
for the pain to stop.

Over the next two months, Dick
made the 3%2-hour trip to the hospi-

tal whenever he could, as did the
others. Not a week went by that he
didn’t phone. He had no idea what
it meant to me to cry on his shoul-
der, after putting up a good front
for my family and acquaintances.
He was just there, and that’s what
meant the most.

As Labor Day approached, my
friends would not let up on the
plans for me to spend the weekend
with them. [ was terrified. I had yet
to leave the safety of the hospital. I
started making excuses, but they
came and got me anyway.

The weekend went fine. It
looked as if life wasn’t going to be
half bad, after all. I even had the
courage to ask Dick to change the

{LLUSTRATION: GEORGE ANGELINI

1988

dressing on my leg stump. He
didn’t flinch. I wonder if I could
have done the same for him.

Dick drove me back to the hospi-
tal. After four hours in Labor Day
traffic, he pulled up to a restaurant
near the hospital. I stiffened. Dick
pretended to 1gnore my paranona
“Want to eat? I'm starved, and I've
got a long drive home.”

“I’'m not hungry,” I replied. “I'll
just wait in the car.”

He put his hand on my shoulder,
his eyes directly on mine. “Look,
you’re my friend and I'm proud of
you, even though I hate that war.
Now, let’s try it. You hop in the
wheelchair. I'll wheel you up to a
booth. You hop out, and we'll eat.
Okay? 1If it gets too bad, we’ll
just leave. I promise. I guarantee
you it won’t be_ half as bad as you
think.”

And it was not half bad at all. It
was my baptism of fire all over
again. The first’ parachute jump.
The first firefight. I survived.

The following summer, while
still in the hospital, I spent another
weekend at the beach. Now I had a
new hook and wooden leg, and I
painfully negotiated my way to a
spot in the sand.

Dick, remembering how much I
loved the surf when we were teens,
asked, “Ready to hit the waves?” .

“No, I think I'll just read.”

“Does it bother you?” he said.

" MY FRIEND IN NEED

“Then, guess .we'd bctter do it!”

Off went the leg and arm, and I
held on to his shoulder and hopped
down to the waves. I never looked
back. :

I moved to Callforma that year
to attend college, then law school.
In the years that followed, when-
ever something “bothered” me, I
simply had to do'it. I learned to ski,
parachuted again and went around
the world for three summers.

From 1979 to 1981, I .ran the .

California Conservation Corps, a

work program for kids ages 18 to -

23. At the end of “basic training,”
I would always ask the corps mem-
bers if they had seen The Deer
Hunter. Those who knew the film
invariably thought it was about
Vietnam. “No,” I would patiently
explain. “It’s about friendship. It’s

about people who would do any- -

-thing for you—unquestioningly.” .
I met my deer hunter 37 years .

ago, though Dickie will insist when
he reads this thatit was 35. And I
will point out.that having him for
a friend wasn’t half as bad as I
thought it would be.

Thanks, Dickie.

"B. T. Collins is a Sacramento-
based vice president of Kidder, Pea-

body & Company, Inc., specializing .

in municipal securities. Dick Ehrlich

Amagansett NY.

gm: REasoN for spring’s good reputation: is that it has an easy act to

follow.

—Doug Larson, United Feature Syndicate
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Careers

A much-watched TV program claimed that

Vietnam turned American fighting men

into psychological basket cases. Ever hear
shell shock, Dan, baby?

0

L/ ]’

By Dyan Machan
EARLY 15 YEARs after the last
American serviceman left

Vietnam, a nasty myth still
lingers. It says that Vietnam was dif-
ferent from other wars, in that the
bulk of the Americans fighting there
ended up as psychotics. Typical was a
recent Dan Rather prime time special
on CBS, claiming that as many as 1
million Vietnam veterans could be
suffering from something called post-
traumatic stress disorder.

' Nam returnees
make good

their experience into positive factors
in their lives. Here are three:

Edward Vick, 44, is president and
chief operating officer of Ammirati &
Puris, a successful Manhattan adver-
tising firm. Vick spent a year during
1968 and 1969 on a river patrol craft
in the Mekong River, both near the
Cambodian border and in the Delta.
Later, when he had returned to ci-
vilian life and joined the New York-
based Benton & Bowles advertising

agency as an assistant account execu-
tive, Vick says, he wasn’t much ruf-
fled by deadlines. After what he had
been through, such things were petty
crises. Says he: “These sorts of prob-
lems just weren’t the end of the
world. You see, I already knew what
the end of the world really was—and
this wasn’t it.”

Vick came home to no heroes’ wel-
come. He recalls: “‘People had the atti-
tude that if you were in the war you
were either an idiot or a baby killer.”
Rather than taking that sentiment as
an expression of rejection, Vick
viewed it as a challenge, and he set
out to prove the perception wrong.
Says he, “It got me into a drive mode
that hasn’t let up since.”

A. Malachi Mixon 1I], 48, is chairman,
president and chief executive officer
of Invacare, an Elyria, Ohio medical
equipment manufacturer. Vietnam to
him meant learning to “meet objec-
tives no matter what.” As a U.S. Ma-
rine Corps captain directing air
strikes in and around Chu Lai and
later Da Nang, he says he developed a
stoicism and inner resolve that has
stayed with him. Says Mixon, “Bring
on the problems, there’s not much
you can throw at me that I haven’t
seen:t

Mixon recalls his first night back on
the U.S. mainland, in 1966, when he
attended a cocktail party in California
with his wife. No one at the party had
the slightest interest in discussing

Scott Osman

Rather is not, of course,
noted for his sense of his-
tory. He has perhaps not
heard of the ““shell shock”
of World War I or the “‘bat-
tle fatigue” of World War
II. In any case, he is plain
wrong. A $23.4 million
nationwide study released
in May by the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control in
Atlanta shows that 90%
of Vietnam veterans today
are leading normal, suc-
cessful lives—a percent-
age that is roughly the
same for Army veterans
who never spent a tour of
duty in Vietnam.

In fact, the business
world is rife with Vietnam
veterans who have suc-
ceeded handsomely in ci-
vilian life. To illustrate
this point, FORBES made a
few phone calls and easily
found a number of Viet-
nam veterans who had
transformed the horrors of

FORBES, JULY 11, 1988
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Ed Vick, Ammirati & Puris president
Perspective from knowing what
the end of the world really was.
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hool.. In*1968, “an
.+in 7hand, “Mixon

management trainee,-and
.then moved ori to Techni-
are, a diagnostic fmaging
equipment miaker.
"= Military ‘service © is
:good vehicle for leaming -
" leadership skills, - ‘says = {8
.+ .Mixon, noting that busi- - IR
ness schools today -are |
- sorely deficient in teach- -
A ing those skills. But mili- -
joo ~ tary life and a bout with
: -~ cancer ten years ago also
taught -him something
else: just how short, pre- -
cious and fragile is life it-"
self, and thus how impor-
tant- it is for people to
chase their dreams while -
they have a chance. ~ _: -+ X
Chasing his dream to be his own
boss, in 1979 Mixon organized a lever-
aged buyout of Invacare, Technicare’s
patient aids division. Since then, In-
vacare has grown from a $19-million-
a-year business to 1987 revenues of
7 77 . $131 million. Today Mixon lectures
"7 community groups to encourage peo-
. Ple to take the plunge and become
entrepreneurs. Risky? Not compared
with the risks he took regularly with
his life during the war.

e

B

:Dayton Ogden, 43, is chief executive
.officer of SpencerStuart,'a New York-
- Based ‘executive recruiting firm. In
:1970 he was'a U.S. Navy lieutenant
{junior grade) in command of a Me-

-“kong Delta river patrol boat. -« 7 -

What did his wartime experience
. teach Ogden? He says that it taught
~him a lot about decision making and
‘leadership. -Says Ogden: “Courage
1isn’t ducking fire. Any jackass can do

that. Courage has to do with making’
~.hard personal choic

Brian Wolff - k

e
Mixon,
As a Marine captain, direéting
airstrikes, developing resolve.

Invacare chairman

" world is a much more complex, chal-
lenging environment than Vietnam
ever was.” : -

The war indirectly got Ogden into ,
.-his present field. When he was dis-
. charged from the Navy in spring 1971,

his old job at the Port Authority of .

“New York and New Jersey was wait-

~ing for him. But after Vietnam it was _
too staid, and he soon found himself
in the faster-paced search business.

es. The business

|
Dayton: Ogden as SpencerStuart
chief and 18 years ago in Vietnam
Business requires more courage.

In powerful ways, both good and bad,

all three men were affect-
ed by the war. Vick, now
married for the third time,

‘says he thinks of the war

‘more than he'd tell any-

.one. Mixon had trouble

flying in airplanes for a.
good while after he came
home and he felt uncom-
fortable without a pistel
nearby. All of them, how-
ever, got on with their
lives.

These - men, though
more successful than
most, are typical of the
vast majority of Vietnam
veterans. They fought a
war they didn’t win, but -
they are scarcely the first
army in history to do that.
It does them a terrible in-
justice to project upon
them the guilt that an
articulate portion of the
population feels right
now about that particular
war. @

FORBES, JULY 11, 1988
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Psychologist Charles Figley had never
traveled quite so far from home to
make a diagnosis, but he recognized
the symptoms immediately. Back in the
U.S., the Purdue University professor
had counseled hundreds of fellow Viet-
nam veterans still tormented by a war
they could not forget. These cases of
posttraumatic stress appeared to be a
peculiarly American disorder, the na-
tion’s bitter legacy of an unpopular war
in a faraway place. But while trading
war stories with several young Soviet
soldiers at an informal gathering in Mos-
cow, Figley saw a familiar haunted look
in the eyes of one newfound friend
who was recalling his homecoming af-
ter two years as an Afgantsy—a com-
bat soldier in Afghanistan.

Alexander Lavrov, 22, described his
tour of duty as an experience that “af-
fected my soul. When | returned
home, nobody needed me. | wanted to
kill all those people who didn’t under-
stand.” Figley, 44, patted the hulking
young Russian on the back and as-
sured him that many Vietnam vets had
known a similar rage. Grateful to learn
that he was not the only one in the

A TALE OF TWO WARS: VIETNAM VET
CHARLES FIGLEY HELPS TO HEAL
% )RUSSIA’S TRAUMATIZED AFGANTSY

world to feel such pai\n, Lavrov sud-
denly locked his arms around Figley
and lifted him off his feet. “Vietnam
vets know!” Lavrov shouted. “They
understand.”

As a striking consequence of the
new, Gorbachev-inspired openness to-
ward the West, Figley and 19 other U.S.

TARO YAMASAK]

experts on the counseling and treat-
ment of veterans were invited to the '™}
Soviet Union last month to assist in the
rehabilitation of troubled Afgantsy.
The delegation, organized by the Seat-
tle-based peace group Earth Stewards
Network, presented suitcases of docu-
ments on new developments in artifi-
cial limbs, transportation for the dis-
abled and recent research on post-
traumatic stress disorder. But for
Figley, one of eight Vietnam veterans
in the delegation, the real highlight of
the trip was the opportunity to talk
directly with dozens of Afgantsy.

“Our feet may be in the Soviet
Union, but our hearts are in Afghani-
stan,” combat veteran Andrei Larin,
24, told Figley during one session. Lar-
in’s eyelids twitched nervously as he
talked about the awful feeling of re-
sponsibility he felt toward Afghan civil-
ians who suffered in the war. Figley, in
turn, gently sought to assuage such

As the Red Army continued its pullout,
Figley, at left, urged the Soviets to stepup
treatment programs for troubled vets
coming home from Afghanistan.




feelings. It was our duty. We were ex-
pected to go—to Afghanistan, to Viet-
nam,” said Figley. “We went. We sur-
vived. Now we all want to fight for
peace.” -
Suspicious of these fraternal feel-
.ings, a participant in a Radio Moscow
current affairs program asked how
Americans, whom he described as
hired killers in Vietnam, could
ever teach anything to “our heroes
from Afghanistan.” But among the So-

Figley, counseling a veteran at a Russian
church, says, “My sensitivity comes from
being exposed to so much pain.”

“These kids are not that different from the kids sent to Vietnam,” says ex-leatherneck Figley, at ease with returned Soviet soldiers.

120

viet veterans, Figley found little such
chauvinism—and a lot of similarities to
veterans of Vietnam. “Both wars were
controversial and part-time wars,” he
says. “Thus only the poor and uncon-

" nected served. The end of both wars

was negotiated mostly on the enemy’s
terms. And veterans returned to expe-
rience'downright hatred from citizens
who opposed the wars.”

Once a ““typical badass Marine,”
Figley volunteered for duty in Vietnam
in 1965, not long after graduating from
high school in Springboro, Ohio. He
participated in numerous search-and-
destroy missions during a one-year
tour and led a charmed life until his last
month in the country. “Then | had
nightmares that someone was tapping
me on the shoulder and saying, ‘You
can’t go home yet.’ | began to realize
that war was not so clear-cutand | was
notinvincible.” Returning home disillu-
sioned, he found his peacetime calling
in 1971, while marching in Washington,
D.C., with Vietnam Veterans Against
the War. | started meeting a lot of
guys who were traumatized,” Figley
says. “There'was a huge iceberg out
there—a lot of pain, suffering, divorce,
and vets hated by everybody at
home.” :

After earning his Ph.D. in psychology
from Penn State in 1974, Figley pio-

neered research on the treatment of
posttraumatic stress disorder. He has

- trained hundreds of American coun-

selorsin “memory management,” a
technique for working with disturbed
veterans. “The key is to get the vets
not to blame themselves for their trau-
ma,” Figley told Soviet psychologists.
“Even though they may experience
symptoms that are at odds with their
macho image—nightmares, bed-wet-
ting, self-mutilation—it doesn’t mean
they are losers.”

At a picnic outing in Moscow with a
group of Afgantsy, Gregori, 24, shared
with Figley his guilt at having killed a
10-year-old boy in Afghanistan. “When
I probed for details, | learned the boy
had already shot two of Gregori's bud-
dies and was ready to shoot him,” says
Figley. “I tried to persuade him that the
responsibility for the tragedy was not
his alone, that since his own life had
been in danger, he was wrong to think
of himself as a murderer.” After the
picnic Gregori motioned for Figley to
sit next to him on the tour bus. “He put
his hand on mine. It was ice cold, and
his whole body began to tremble,”
says Figley. “l asked for the lights to be
turned off on the bus and held him
close.” —David Grogan;

Kanta Stanchina in Moscow and
Toni Schiesinger in Indianapolis
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VIETNAM VETERAN
BILL FERO FINDS
PEACE IN THE LAND
OF HIS ‘ENEMIES’

As Bill Fero, 39, spins his wheelchair
through Hanoi’s crowded streets, past
the old French colonial buildings with
their peeling layers of whitewash, bicy-
clists turn their heads and smile, flash-
ing the thumbs-up sign. In a barber
shop, customers take turns riding in his
chair as he is lathered up for a shave.
“We like you better than the Rus-
sians,” the barber says. “The Russians
'don’t smile. They clink their glasses
and demand service, but they don't
tip.” Four waitresses in a government-
owned bar playfully draw straws to see
which one will be Fero’s girlfriend. Ata
disco, college students buy him beers
and applaud as he twirls his wheelchair
on the.dance floor. The band is playing
“Yesterday.”

In the homeland of his former ene-
mies, on a rmission of mercy 'to deliver
medical supplies, Vietnam veteran Bill
Fero is completing a long journey back
from despair and self-pity. “For the
first time since | lost my legs, | feel
alive,” he says. “It’s like I'm coming
back to a part of myself.”

Itis a part he could not have imagined
17 years ago when he first arrived in
Vietnam, eager to fight a war that was
already a dirty word to many Ameri~
cans, First assigned to a headquarters
company, he demanded his day in the
field. “l went to Vietnam to see action
and excitement,” he says, ‘“not to type
and use a dictionary all day.” Three
weeks later, in a cemetery near Da
Nang, he was badly wounded and his
right foot biown off.

Over the next eight months, Fero
lost both his legs, slowly, to infection.
He remained in military hospitals for a
total of three years. Unable to cope
with what he calls “life as a ¢ripple,”
he twice attempted suicide by swal-
lowing painkillers and cutting his
wrists. Released in 1974 from a Veter-
ans Administration hospital in Milwau-
kee, he raged around the country for

In a flooded lane outside Hanoi, Fero will
pass out gum to the curious, delighted
kﬁds who throng about at his approach.

156 Dhatnnranhe hv Harns Rancan
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In the Hanoi guest house, above, Fero
checks the supplies he has brought from
the U.S. for Vietnamese hospitals.

the next four years on “a self-destruc-
tive orgy of booze and drugs.” Finally a
high-school friend told him he had two
choices: straighten out or gét better at
suicide. Fero chose the former.
Fulfilling a lifetime dream, Fero pur-

chased a farm in his hometown of
Whitewater, Wis., in 1978 with a Veter-
ans Administration loan. Perversely—
since he was filled with hate for the
Vietnamese—he heeded the urging of a
local minister and allowed a refugee
family to move in with him. For five
months-he tormented them, exacting a

. kind of revenge. “l demanded that they

158

Wheeling the niéht away to the music of
the Beatles, Fero mingles with locals in a
government-owned discotheque, below.

wait on me hand and foot,” he says. |
was the master, and they were slaves at
my beck and call. And no matter what |
did, all 1 got back was kindness. They
took care of me when | was drunk. |
cussed at them and threw pots and
chairs. They gave me presents on
Christmas and my birthday.””

After the family moved on, Fero took
in a Vietnamese couple. Ten weeks lat-
er, the woman gave birth. “I fell in love
with the baby,” he says. He spon-

-sored five more families, and he re-

calls, “With each family, my feelings
melted. If it wasn’t for them, | might
have stayed a bitter basket case, still’
fighting the war.”

On this, his third trip to Vietnam in less
than a year, Fero is bringing with him
more than 3,000 pounds of supplies do-
nated to the desperately understocked
hospitals of America’s last battle-
ground foe. Although he is outwardly
confident of an enthusiastic welcome,
his stomach is still living in the past.
“I'm a nervous wreck,” he admits on
the Thai International Airlines flight
from Bangkok to Hanoi’s Noi Bai Air-
port, as he gulps Rolaids. .
Although the sight of the airport
guards in their pith helmets and olive
green uniforms brings back “the pain
of seeing guys killed and the pain of my
own wounds,” Fero’s.uneasiness is



quickly allayed. His sandaled host from
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Nguyen
Hong Quang, waves an exuberant
welcome after Fero hoists himself
down the rain-soaked airplane stair-
way and muscies himself into his
wheelchair. Then the official whisks
him through customs and on to an air-,
conditioned van. ‘ -

Back home, Fero is just another sur-
vivor. In Vietnam, he has become a
savior. “Here, | can make a differ-
ence,” he says. “In the U.S., people
tend to be either arrogant or patroniz-
ing around someone in a wheelchair,
but the Vietnamese aren’t like that.
Maybe it's because they have seen so
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many victims of war on their own side.
They make'me feel whole again.”

In a strange way, Bill Fero is a citizen
of both America and Vietnam. His dis-
ability, which handicaps him in so many
other ways, has allowed him to be-

come an ambassador between the two

nations, to heal the wounds of war and
in turn to be healed himself. The Viet-
namese call him “Mr. Bill, the Medicine
Man.” Kids follow him everywhere.

‘More than 13 years after the fall of Sai-

gon, the Vietnamese still suffer from
the war’s devastation, and they might
be expected to view an American sol-
dier with lingering bitterness. Instead, -
he is hailed. . - :

_Fero, assisted by guards at Ho Chi Minh’s

tomb in Hanol, says, “There are no win-
ners or losers in war, just suffering.”

On the second night of this visitto
Vietnam, Fero’is the guest of honor at
a dinner given by Nguyen Can, a depu-
ty foreign minister. Fero dressesin
blue jeans and a red Coca-Cola T-shirt,
guzzles beer shamelessly and after-
ward suggests a game of cards.

Vietnamese officials, apparently
charmed by Fero’s informal approach
to diplomacy, are hoping that he and
other visitors to Vietnam will drum up

‘grassroots support in the U.S. for
.the normalization of relations between
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workshop in Hanoi, crippled vets
proudly tell Fero about their families
and ask him whether he has a wife in
the U.S. “No,” says Fero, lifting his
empty pants leg. ““American women
don’t like this.”

“Then,” replies one veteran, “‘you
need to find yourself a Viethamese
wife.”

Outside Hanoi, at the Thuan Thanh
District Center for Invalids, Fero meets
200 paraplegic and quadriplegic veter-

ans and fights back tears. A former
North Vietnamese soldier named Be
Van Nhot, paralyzed from the waist
down in the final days of the war, pulls
his primitive wheelchair over to Fero
and squeezes his arm. ““We cannot
think of the past,” he tells Fero. “We
must share the future.”

For Fero, the kind of warmth and re-
spect he has found in Vietnam has al-
ways been in short supply. The son of

Fero was distraught at a hospital in Ho Chi
Minh City when he met Tuan Kiet, 11, the
victim of a forgotten wartime mine.

an alcoholic father, he dropped out of
school at 16 and became ‘“‘a street
kid playing the angles’ in Whitewater.
After he graduated from petty larceny
to auto theft, a judge allowed him to
choose the Army over reform school.
For 27 months Fero served as a cook
and orderly stateside, several times
landing in the stockade for insubordi-
nation. When his tour ended, he reen-
listed. ‘““All the guys | became

friends with were going to Vietnam,”
he says. ‘| thought it was a big

game. The guys who had been there
came back talking about the women
and the R&R. They made it sound like
Shangri-La.”

Late in 1971, Fero was on a night
mission near Da Nang when a booby
trap exploded, killing 18 of the 21 sol-
diers with him. “All | remember is the
flash,” Fero says. ““l couldn’t see.

My jaw was shattered. | had shrapnel in
my neck, back, arms and legs, and my
right foot was blown off at the ankle.”

Fero was shipped home from Viet-
nam, not to return until the fall of 1987.
Determined by that time to purge the
lingering bitterness from his system,
Fero, then a struggling farmer who
moonlighted on a General Motors as-
sembly line, joined a group of veterans
traveling to Vietnam for a three-week
tour. “l wanted to get to the root of my
feelings,” he says. “l wanted to get
past my anger and depression.” He
was astonished to be treated with
kindness, and he was troubled by a vis-
it to Cho Ray Hospital in Ho Chi Minh
City (formerly Saigon), where doctors
complained of a critical shortage of
medical supplies. “After going through
all the surgery |1 did,” he says, “I
couldn’timagine surviving without anti-
biotics and painkillers. | used to con-
sider myself strong, but I'm weak com-
pared to the Vietnamese.”

When Fero returned home, his co-
workers on the GM night shift noticed
he had become more introspective. He
complained about American wasteful-
ness and harped about shortagesin
Vietnam. Finally, nurses at the plant
suggested that he stop talking and
send some supplies. With their help, he
requested donations from churches,
local businesses, even Fortune 500
companies. Few of them responded.

“No one could understand why |
wanted to help the Vietnamese, since
they were the ones who blew off my
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Fero’s mother, Ellen, a frequent visitor to
his farm in Whitewater, Wis., says he still
broods about buddies killed in Vietnam.

“The Vietnamese treat me like someone
special,” says Fero, being given a hero’s
welcome, right, by veterans in the north.

legs,” says Fero. Soon he began re-
ceiving anonymous phone calls from
people who swore at him for being a
‘‘commie lover” and a friend of “the
gooks.” Still, by last February, Fero
had collected 947 pounds of supplies
from medical-equipment and pharma-
ceutical companies.

After taking out a $2,500 personal
loan to cover his expenses, Fero flew
to Ho Chi Minh City to make sure the
shipment got to Cho Ray Hospital in-
tact. “The way they acted, you would
have thought | was building a wing on
the hospital,” he says. For 18 days
he was wined and dined by hospital
staff and government officials. Over-
whelmed by the gratitude, Fero decid-
ed one shipment was not enough. He
became obsessed with helping. “l saw
that| finally had a chance to leave
some sort of imprint,” he says.

" Back at Cho Ray again, Fero watches -
the doctors’ excited reactions to the
sorely needed microscopes and the
thermometers he has brought from the
U.S. Completed in 1975, just before
the fall of Saigon, Cho Ray was origi-
nally furnished with up-to-date Ameri-
can and Japanese equipment. Now
much of that needs to be replaced,
and Fero slowly wheels through the
hospital, making a seemingly endless
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list. Operating-room lamps have miss-
ing bulbs. Torn aspirators are patched
with bandages. The emergency room
does not have a working defibrillator
for cardiac cases. There are no dialy-
sis machines. Most appalling, in Fero’s
view, is that patients are dying of sec-
ondary infections because of a short-
age of antibiotics.

In the crowded surgical ward,
where critically ill patients share
beds, Ferois confronted by a scene
that brings back the war with a jolt. An
11-year-old boy has lost an eye and
an arm after stepping on a mine. Two
other men, both amputees, have aiso
been wounded by leftover ordnance.
Fero turns away, unable for the mo-
ment to cope with the sight of wounds
so like his own. ’

In a larger sense, though, Fero has
learned to cope with such wounds ev-
ery day of his life. When he was hit
17 years ago, Fero lost more of him-
self than his legs. Now he has recov-
ered more than he lost. He under-
stands that the pain of war will always
be with him, but he no longer allows
those wounds to poison his mind. “I've
gone through my own personal heill,”
he says, “‘and because of it, I've final-
ly found a reason for living.”

—David Grogan,
and Civia Tamarkin in Vietnam
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T’S FUNNY how a man can live his
whole life—a life filled with heroism
and downfalls, fatherhood and cour-
age and pain and introspection—and
no one notices. No one outside the
man’s family and his small group of
friends.

It’s funny what television can do.
Take the same man. Film a TV commer-
cial that is brilliantly conceived and exe-
cuted, and the man becomes known and
revered in every corner of the nation. He
is the same person; nothing at all about
him has changed. Nothing except the
most important thing of all: he has been
televised.

Novelists can write one hundred
thousand words, two hundred thousand
words, and not cause a ripple. For Bill
Dembys, it took only fifty-seven words,
written by someone else and spoken by
an announcer during a thirty-second
television commercial, to totally revise
his life.

Here are the words:

“When Bill Demby was in Vietnam,
he dreamed of coming home and play-
ing a little basketball. A dream that all
but died when he lost both legs to a Viet-
cong rocket. But then researchers dis-
covered that a Du Pont plastic could
make truly lifelike artificial limbs. Now
Bill’s back, and some say he hasn’tlost a
step.”

There was a tag line promoting Du
Pont. The fifty-seven words about Bill
Demby and the Du Pont tag line weren’t
what was so significant, of course. What
was significant was the film footage of
Demby—his artificial legs visible to the
camera—competing in a game of play-
ground basketball with able-bodied
men. It began airing in the fall of 1987,
and it became one of those commercials
that people think about and talk to their

Bob Greene is a contributing editor of
Esquire magazine. The paperback edi-
tion of his book Be True to Your School:
A Diary of 1964 has been published by
Ballantine.
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Demby, now thirty-
eight, was driving a truck
on a road outside Quang
Tri, Vietnam, on March
26, 1971, when a Viet-
cong rocket hit the vehi-
cle. A twenty-year-old
Army private at the time,
he lost both legs below
the knee. He spent the
next year in Walter Reed
hospital in Washington,
and then tried to put his
life back together.

Nothing very spectacu-
lar happened. He had
problems with alcohol
and drugs. A promising
athlete before going to
Vietnam, Demby—with
the help of artificial
legs—began trying to
play sports again. He was

in Nashville in 1987 at a
basketball tournament

How one television
commer<ial changed
Bill Demby’s life

friends about. It won a Clio award from
the advertising industry; Demby was
featured on the ABC program 20/20. He
went from being completely anonymous
to truly famous in a matter of weeks.

When I caught up with him he was
heading for a small college in the Mid-
west to make an address to the students.
The basketball arena had been reserved
for the event because an overflow crowd
was expected.

“I WALKED into a McDonald’s the other
day to get something to eat,” Bill Demby
said. “This guy said hello to me and I
said hi back. I thought he was just a
friendly guy. But then he said, ‘I liked
the commercial.””

sponsored by the U.S.
Amputee Athletic Asso-
ciation when he was in-
vited to audition for a Du
Pont commercial. Du
Pont had manufactured
some of the materials
used in certain prosthe-
ses, and had sent representatives of
its advertising agency to the amputee
tournament.

“I was very wary about doing it,”
Demby said. “I knew that on television,
they can go into the cutting room and
put things together any way they want.
As far as the world was concerned at
that point, Bill Demby didn’t exist. As
an amputee, usually I kept to myself.”

Demby and four other disabled men
wearing prostheses played basketball
with personnel from the BBD&O ad
agency looking on, and all five men sub-
mitted to informal interviews. Before
long, Demby was told that he had been
selected from the five to be the star of
the Du Pont spot.
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He was far from thrilled. “Actually, I
called them up and said I was not interested
in doing the commercial,” Demby said.

I asked him why that was. For the first
time in our conversation, he seemed to hesi-
tate, as if a little embarrassed. Finally he
said:

“I don’t like to take my pants off in front
of people.” Meaning he doesn’t like people
to look at his artificial legs. Any people,
much less millions upon millions of televi-
sion viewers.

But in the end he decided to say yes. The
commercial was shot on a basketball court
in New York City, on Columbus Avenue

‘between Seventy-sixth and Seventy-seventh

streets, in late August 1987. “They told us
that we were just supposed to play basket-
ball, and that they’d film it,” Demby said.
“The other guys weren’t actors—they were
just players from the neighborhood. Play-
.ers without physical disabilities.

“We played basketball from 7:00 in the
morning until 6:30 at night. I got very tired.
They had rented a room for me at the War-
wick Hotel, and when the filming was over
I just went to my room, took a shower, and
fell asleep with the television set on. When I
woke up the next morning the TV was still
going. I didn’t think much about what had
happened. I just thought I had played some
pickup basketball and they had filmed it
and now [ would go back to my regular life.
I went home that day. I felt that nothing
had changed.” -

The advertising agency put the commer-
cial together quickly. Demby and his fam-
ily, who live near Washington, D.C.,
received a telephone call advising them to
watch the CBS Sunday Morning broadcast
on September 13, 1987. That was the day
the commercial first aired.

“My wife and daughter and I sat in front
of the TV set,” Demby said. “The commer-
cial came on. The wonderful feeling. ..
‘there are no words to describe it.”

THE FIRST TIME Demby realized that
something unusual was up came within a
few weeks. “I was walking down the street
in Washington, and this real huge guy start-
ed staring right into my eyes. I was-kind of
scared. He said, ‘It’s you. It’s you.’ I didn’t
know what he was talking about. I thought
that maybe he was going to rob me or
something. I said, ‘No, no.” And then the
guy said, ‘You’re the one in the commer-
cial. It’s the best one I’ve ever seen.’ ”
Since that moment, Demby has become
used to the public recognition. Sometimes
he doesn’t much like it. “On occasion it still
surprises me when people look at me,” he
said. “It shouldn’t, but it does. Once in a
while when someone will ask me about the
commercial, I'll find myself saying, ‘No,

that was my twin brother.’”

There are other times, though. . ..

“A man came up to me—a man who had
been having a lot of troubles. He explained
the details of his troubles. He told me he
had given up on everything. He said that
seeing me in the commercial had turned
him around. He thanked me for changing
his life. Me.

“I walked away so that he wouldn’t see
me cry.”

SOON EVERYTHING was happening for
Demby. He went to a New York Knicks
basketball game—he had never even been
inside Madison Square Garden before—
and the crowd gave him a long standing
ovation. Moses Malone and Patrick Ewing
shook his hand.

He began to be invited to speak before
large groups, such as the college audience
he was on his way to address when I joined
him. The 20/20 segment was filmed. The
irony, of course, was that he was the same
man he had been for the almost twenty
years after he had returned from Vietnam.
But because of those thirty seconds on the
Du Pont commercial (a sixty-second ver-
sion also ran), for the first time in his life
people were treating him as if he were spe-
cial.

“It was very hard to get used to,” Demby
said. He was interviewed by newspapers
and magazines; suddenly people saw him
as a symbol of bravery and hope. He knew
that if the commercial had not been broad-
cast, the same people would stare right
through him as though he were invisible.
Now they adored him.

Not everything made him feel great.
“For a long time, I had been hesitant to tell
people that I had lost my legs in Vietnam,”
he said. “I'd always wear long pants, even
when I was playing sports. But now every-
one knows what my legs look like.

“And my past problem with alcohol and
PCP...that was my private problem, and
now it’s out. My daughter was eight years
old, and she didn’t know abour it. She
probably never would have, if the commer-
cial hadn’t been filmed and people hadn’t
started talking about me. She was very hurt
by it. I tried to explain. I told her, ‘It was
just a bad part in Daddy’s life. He was
weak.””

THERE IS ONE ASPECT of the commercial
that Demby virtually never volunteers to
talk about. The standard line is that the
film crew just shot the pickup basketball
game and edited the footage down. The
most emotional moment in the commercial
comes when Demby is knocked to the
ground, hard, by an opposing player. On
his back, he stares up. Then he gets to his
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feet. It is one of those magical television in-
stants—a second or two of film that gives
the audience goose bumps and stays with
them for a long time.

“That didn’t happen during the game,”

'Demby said. “We had been playing all day,

and finally the director, Rick Levine, called
me aside. He said he needed something else.
He asked me if I would mind if he had one
of the players knock me down.”

It must have been quite a question. Imag-

‘ine saying to a man with artificial legs:

“Listen, we know you’ve been playing bas-
ketball for hours, but would it be okay if
we had you jump in the air and then we
pushed you to the concrete so that you land
on your back? We’ll only need to do it a few
times.”

Demby thought about it and said yes. He
figured that Levine must know what he was
doing. It paid off; without that sequence—
especially the expression in Demby’s eyes
after he hits the ground—the commercial
would lose its strongest surge of visceral

humanity and power. Still, though: imag-’

ine asking the question.

NOW, WITH ALL that has happened to
Demby, you have to remind yourself that

there were four other finalists for the star-

ring role in the commercial, and that if
BBD&O had selected any one of those
four, today no one would know who Bill
Demby is. Demby said that he has not
heard from or seen the other four since au-
ditioning. He got the thirty seconds; they
didn’t.

He does his best to keep it in perspective.
There are days now when he feels it would
be impossible to be any more famous and
respected. “But I know that just as fast as
this has come, it can leave. It could turn out
to be a very temporary thing.

“I’have a tendency to think we’re all sort
of crazy. The idea that thirty seconds could
completely change a man’s life.” He tries
not to lose sight of the fact that with or
without the commercial, he would still be
Bill Demby.

He is finally accepting the idea that
strangers will approach him and tell him
how much they admire him. “That’s just
society, though,” he said. “That’s just peo-
ple reacting to what they’ve seen on their
television screen.

“Tkeep having this thought. One of these
days the commercial is going to stop run-
ning. They all do.

“And not long after that, someone is go-
ing to say to someone else, ‘Hey, do you
remember that guy—the amputee who
played basketball in that commercial?’

“And the other guy will hesitate for a
second and then say, ‘Yeah, I think so.
What was his name?’ ” @
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ANNALS OF WAR AND PEACE

Y alphabetical chance, Brent
B Maxwell Abel, a Harvard Col=
lege classmate of mine who is
also a fellow combat veteran of the
Second World War and a longtime
friend, always comes first in the auto-
biographical accounts that we 1937
graduates submit to an anniversary
album every five years for posterity’s
sake and our own. T'wenty-six of our
classmates died in service during that
war. Abel and I came out of it physi-
cally unimpaired but not, I hope, emo-
tionally unchanged. I doubt, though,
whether either of us shed any tears,
between Pearl Harbor and V-J Day,
for. any of our German or Japanese
armed opponents. Why should we
have? They were trying to kill us, as
we were trying to kill them.

If in 1962 I read through what
Abel wrote for our twenty-fifth-
reunjon report, his words didn’t make
a lasting impression. I have recently
had reason to reread them. This past
September 29th, you see, I was aboard
a floating restaurant on the outskirts
of Frankfurt am Main when Abel
received a hero’s ovation from eight
onetime crewmen of
a Nazi U-boat whose
lives he saved in 1944,
following one of the

most unlikely high-seas (("\
battles in modern his- v /

tory. What Abel had
to say about that epi-
sode in. 1962 was:

I commanded a de-
stroyer escort, U.S.S. ’
Buckley, which achieved
particular distinction on
account of her successful
ramming and sinking of
the surfaced German
submarine U-66, in the
central Atlantic, after a
brief struggle, which in-
cluded hand-to-hand fight- -
ing. The Buckley had no
casualties, although about
half the submarine’s crew - »

.was lost, and” we took’
the -others. prisoner. The
Buckley later received a
Navy Unit Commenda-
tion, which still gives me
a warm sense of accom-
plishment.

Abel neglected to
add that he himself
had received, for “ex-
traordinary heroism”

e
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HAND TO HAND

in that engagement, the not lightly
bestowed Navy Cross. '

It was on May 6, 1944 (Abel’s
twenty-eighth birthday, which was

_something his two hundred -and ten

officers and men didn’t know), that the
Buckley sent the U-66 to the bottom.
Over the next forty-two years, Abel
thought back to that day every now
and then—most notably when Rear
Admiral Samuel Eliot Morrison, work-
ing on his history of American naval
operations in the Second World War,
phoned for details—but by and large
during the postwar period he was less
preoccupied with the past than with
getting on with civilian life. In his
case, it was an emphatically respect-
able one. Abel was born in Washing-
ton, D.C., and spent much of his
childhood in Scarsdale. His parents
were divorced when he was five, dnd
thereafter he never laid eyes on his
father, a retired First World War
lieutenant colonel in the United States
Army, who, as it happened, was Ger-
man-born. (During Abel’s junior year
at Harvard, he once found his father’s
calling card in his Lowell House mail-

3
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box, but there was no further such
gesture.) After college, Abel moved
along to the Harvard Law School, then
married, and spent a prewar year at -

the distinguished New York law firm

of Cravath, Swaine & Moore. After
the war, he settled in San Francisco,
where he later was divorced and
remarried. Over the last forty-odd
years, while practicing law there (taxes
and estate planning are his specialties)
with McCutchen, Doyle, Brown &
Enersen, he has accumulated a variety
of honors on both coasts. Out, West,
he has been the president of both the
Bar Association of San Francisco and

. the State Bar of California. (He also

breeds Angus cattle and frequents such
élite haunts-as the Pacific Union Club
and the Bohemian Club.) Back East,
he has been a trustee of Exeter, where
he prepped for college; a Harvard
Overseer; the president of the As-
sociated Harvard Alumni; and—not
unexpectedly, in the light of the
foregoing—a member of our 1937
Class Committee.

As an undergraduate, Abel was
one of thirty-nine men in his class

“This place isn’t bod during the weck, but on
weekends it turns into ¢ z00.”
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who enrolled in the Navy’s R.O.T.C.
program. He acquired seagoing experi-
ence considerably earlier than most of
his fellow apprentice officers, signing
aboard a freighter, the summer after
his freshman year, that took him, as a
pot washer, all the way to Leningrad.
After being called up for active duty in
March, 1941, Abel spent a year ashore
at Corpus Christi, Texas, as a Naval
Air Station instructor in aerodynam-
ics, although he had never studied

that subject himself. Then in July,

1942, he put out to sea. “On account
of the seniority acquired from taking
naval science as an undergraduate,” he
wrote in that 1962 report, “my sea
duty included responsibilities which
I found terrifying, challenging, or
funny by turns, and sometimes all

| three at once. For example, my first

hour afloat was spent in simultane-
ously assuming command of a sub-
chaser, an escort unit of four other
subchasers, and a fifteen-ship convoy
of tankers, all sailing at night from the
blacked-out port of Curacao to meet
another convoy in the Caribbean. To
this day I do not understand how this
expedition came off without mishap.”
Later, from his Curacao base, he set
off in pursuit of a German submarine
that had particularly vexed the Allied
naval forces in the Caribbean by min-
ing the harbor of St. Lucia. Abel never
made contact with it, and he did not
know until he was shown a U-66 log-
book in Frankfurt forty-five years later
that the sub he had vainly chased on
August 30, 1942, was the one he

3lcaught up with and demolished in

1944,

In the spring of 1943, Abel was
transferred to the destroyer escort
Buckley—DES5], in cold Navy par-
lance—and that summer he assumed
command over fifteen subordinate of-
ficers and a hundred and ninety-five
enlisted men. Three hundred and six
feet long, and displacing one thousand
eight hundred and fifty tons, the
Buckley had a top speed of twenty-
four knots and an arsenal composed
of three-inch, twenty-millimetre, and
forty-millimetre guns, depth bombs,
and small arms. However Abel’s sub-
ordinate officers may have felt about it,
he endeared himself to his enlisted
men during a liberty stop at Bermuda
while the ship was on a shakedown
cruise: he had to decide what to do
about one of his seamen, who, when
escorted aboard by a shore patrol, was
naked from the waist down and had

{ a live jackrabbit in one hand. Abel
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concluded that because the jackrabbit
appeared to be unharmed the man had
committed no punishable offense.

IN the course of the war, Nazi Ger-
many built approximately eleven
hundred U-boats, about eight hundred
of which were ultimately destroyed,
but not before they had sunk some
twenty-three thousand Allied and
neutral ships. The U-66, commis-
sioned on January 2, 1941, was two
hundred and fifty-two feet long, dis-
placed one thousand one hundred and
twenty tons, and had a capacity of
twenty-two torpedoes, with four firing
tubes forward and two aft. It carried a
crew of sixty, all volunteers for that
cramped and perilous service. Operat-
ing out of a base in Lorient, France, it
once sank four ships in a three-day
stretch—August 29 to August 31,
1942. One of these four, destroyed on
August 30th, two hundred and fifty
miles off South America, was a fifty-
six-hundred-ton freighter, the West
Lashaway, which was fifteen days out
of Takoradi, in French West Africa,
with a cargo of palm oil, cocoa beans,
tin, and copper; a crew of forty-seven,
including American gunners; and nine
civilian passengers. The freighter, one
of two trophies bagged by the U-66
that day, went down so fast after tak-
ing the second of a pair of torpedo hits
that its guards had no time to get off
even a shot of defiance. The U-boat
sprayed a few machine-gun rounds
at figures floundering in the water,
watched some of them scramble onto
rafts, and then sped off. It might have
hung around longer, several of its men
later acknowledged, if the crew had.
suspected that the West Lashaway’s
hold contained some fifty million dol-
lars’ worth of conceivably salvageable
gold, which was supposedly en route
to Charles de Gaulle’s Free French.
The U-66 had a close shave a year
later. While it was surfaced near Ber-
muda, with its hatch yawning open,
an American plane suddenly swept
down out of the sun and raked it' with
bombs and machine-gun fire. Three
submariners died; the captain and sev-
eral others were wounded. The vessel
crawled back to Lorient, and on Janu-
ary 16, 1944, having been refitted and
remanned, it was sent out to work
again, on its twelfth and final patrol.
By May 6th, when its path crossed the
Buckley’s, it had, according to its rec-
ord-keepers, spent six hundred and

. seventy-six days at sea, sunk thirty-six

ships' with an aggregate tonnage of
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two hundred and forty thousand and
two, and racked up eighty thousand
seven hundred and eighty-seven sea
miles above water and nine thousand
three hundred and thirty-four sub-
merged.

THE Buckley was part of a task
group of American naval vessels
—three other destroyer escorts and a
mother ship; the escort carrier Block
Island—that sailed out of Norfolk,
Virginia, on April 22, 1944. (Abel, by
 now a lieutenant commander, and his
" men had devoted the previous year to
tense but generally nonconfrontational
patrols.) On May 5th, the group,
whose mission was to hunt and kill
U-boats, was some five hundred miles
west of the Cape Verde Islands. The
Block Island had Grumman Avengers
aboard—planes, called ‘“night owls,”
that could operate in the dark. They
had been stripped of all their ordnance
to make room for extra fuel tanks and
could stay aloft longer than most
nights lasted—for fourteen hours. On
the night of the fifth, the sea was calm
and a near-full moon was shining
brightly.

The U-66 had been under way this
time for a hundred days. Its crewmen
were pallid, haggard, and filthy. They
had had no fresh water for ten days
and no cigarettes for twenty-five.
They’d long since run out of lemons,
issued to counteract vitamin deficien-
cies. They were longing for a rendez-
vous with another submarine—a “milk
cow,” they called it—that could refuel
and reprovision them. At 9:22 p.M. on
the fifth, their captain, Oberleutnant
Gerhard Seehausen, decided to sur-
face. Even if there was no milk cow
nearby, he could at least get some fresh
air and recharge his batteries. He was
unaware that the Block Island had
been tracking him for four days
through aerial observation and radar.
The carrier, for its part, was unaware
that the U-66 was so close—within
torpedo range. The Block Island,
which spotted the sub when it
surfaced, made haste to widen the gap
between them, and by radio ordered
the Buckley to take out after the sub.
Just as that happened, Seehausen
elected to close his hatch and dive.
When he resurfaced, he was eighteen
miles from the carrier. His new posi-
tion was quickly discovered by an
Avenger piloted by Lieutenant (j.g.)
Jimmie J. Sellars. At 2:16 a.m. on
May 6th, Sellars, keeping in close
touch with the Buckley over VHF ra-

dio, began guiding Abel toward the
U-66. . As it happened, Sellars: was

armed merely with a pistol, but.

Seehausen couldn’t know that, and,
evidently fearing that if he submerged
again the plane would - depth~bomb
him, he stayed on the surface.

At 2:46, Abel ordered “General
Quarters.” He had closed to within
seven miles. To make the Buckley as
nearly invisible as possible to the en-
emy, he took pains to keep the subma-
rine between him and the brilliant
moon. He held his fire, hoping that the
U-boat, if it detected his presence at
all, would mistake him for a milk cow.
Seehausen may indeed have done so,
for at. 3:08 he launched three red
flares. Moments later, Sellars said to
Abel, “The son of a bitch is taking a
few shots at me, and I wish I had
something to throw back at him.” No
one will ever know whether Seehausen
did it to reveal his location to a
friendly U-boat or was gunning for
Sellars. At 3:20, only twenty-one hun-
dred yards from the U-boat, Abel
knew that he could be unmistakably
seen for what he was, and he ordered
his three-inchers to fire. The very first
salvo smashed into the sub’s conning
tower. Then Abel let go with every-
thing he had, while the hovering Sel-
lars gleefully went on playing spotter.
“Boy, I have never before seen such
concentration!” Sellars radioed the
Block Island. “Buckley is cutting hell
out of the conning tower!”

The two vessels zigged and zagged
as they drew closer. Abel is not con-
vinced to this day that the U-66 actu-
ally launched any torpedoes at him,
but in his formal report of the encoun-
ter he noted that his crew saw what
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they took to be a torpedo wake; and
last September one of the Germans at
Frankfurt, ex-Seaman Second Class
Leonhard Blrian, said that he had
fired a torpedo. In any event, none
found its target. Abel, on his bridge,
was unequivocally aware that the Ger-
mans were firing machine guns at
him, but their aim was high, and the
only hits they scored were on his stack.

By 3:25, the two ships were running
parallel twenty yards apart—so close
that planes that had taken off from
the Block Island to reinforce Sellars
couldn’t bomb or strafe, lest they hit
the Buckley. Seehausen ordered all his
torpedo tubes opened. He seemed to be
hoping that if the ships collided his
torpedoes would explode and blow ev-
erybody up. At 3:29, Abel shouted,
“Hard right rudder!” He had decided
to ram. As the Buckley’s bow crunched
into the U-66’s foredeck, Seehausen—
who was shot and killed a few min-
utes later—issued his last command:
“Abandon ship.”

Some of the Germans leaped into the
water. At least a dozen others jumped
onto the Buckley. It had been over one
hundred years since any American
naval officer had been known to issue
the order “Stand by to repel boarders!”
Abel is not sure of the historical
precedents, but he has told me, with
lawyerlike reserve, “My best recollec-
tion is that I said something like ‘My
God, they’re coming aboard! ”

Whether the Germans’ intention
was to engage in combat or to surren-
der was not clear at the moment. It
was night, and there was a language
barrier, and the setting was not condu-
cive to interrogative niceties. Abel, in
his action’ report, favored the Navy
with a meticulous minute-by-minute
account of what he perceived early
that morning:

0329 BUCKLEY, alongside sub, gives hard
right rudder. Rides up on forecastle of sub
and stays there. Men begin swarming out
of submarine and up on Buckley’s forecas-
tle. Machine gun, tommy gun, and rifle fire
knock off several. Ammunition expended
at this time included several general mess
coffee cups which were on hand at ready
gun station. T'wo of the enemy were hit in
the head with these. Empty shell cases
were also used by crew of 3" gun #2 to
repel boarders. 3” guns could not bear.
BUCKLEY suffers only casualty of engage-
ment when man bruises fist knocking one
of enemy over the side. Several men, ap-
parently dead, could be seen hanging over
the side of the sub’s bridge at this time.
The boatswain’s mate in charge of for-
ward ammunition party kills a man, at-

" tempting to board, with .45 pistol. Man

falls back over side. Midships.repair party
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equipped with rifles mans lifelines on star-
board side abaft light lock, and picks off
several men on deck of submarine. Chief
Fire Controlman uses tommy gun from
bridge with excellent results.

0330 BUCKLEY stops all engines and
backs off, to avoid boarding by too many of
enemy, some of whom came aboard armed.
Sub draws ahead rapidly, maintaining
speed of about 18 knots. Five prisoners are
disarmed and taken aft.

That was Abel’s official version,
composed only forty-eight hours after
the melee. He had somehow found

time also to jot down some informal
“Notes on the Battle”:

Chapman and O’Keefe grabbed hammer
and cornered prisoner who jumped over
from sub.

Finch with a hammer made man surren-
der.

Castle and Springer knocked a man
overboard by hitting him with empty am-
munition shells.

Zilmer killed two men with .45 gun.

One of the enemy fired pistol. Snyder hit
- him over the head with his medical kit and
then Hiott knocked same fellow over the
side.

Pinkham and Zilmer herded prisoners
on stbd side forward and took them aft.

Nesmith threw grenade and killed man.

2 brass cartridge cases thrown at sub.

Brundage threw Joe pot at enemy.

Coffee cup hit a bald head.

One German who was clobbered
with a coffee mug—Stabsobersteuer-
mann (Chief Warrant Quartermaster)
Werner Frohlich, the U-66’s helms-
man—1later wrote to Abel, “It didn’t
injure my head, but the coffee cup was
bent thereby. Heads were hard in those
days.”

The surviving Germans aboard the
U-66 did not, as ordered, abandon
ship. Enough of them remained at
their stations to get their battered ves-
sel undér way, though at reduced
speed. Abel took off after it, caught
up, and was about to bombard it
with depth charges when the U-66
swerved, possibly out of control, and
struck the Buckley’s starboard side a
glancing blow. While the two ships
were thus touching for a second time,
one of Abel’s men leaned over and
dropped a hand grenade down the
U-boat’s hatch. (At about the same
time, a thirty-seven-millimetre anti-
aircraft gun on the U-66’s deck sud-
denly began firing, with no live body
near it; it must have been triggered
by a burst from one of the Buckley’s
weapons.) The submarine veered
away, now manifestly out of control.
The few men still aboard it jumped
into the ocean-—the very last was its
chief engineer, Oberleutnant Georg
Olschewski—and an instant later the

U-66, sheathed in flames, went siz- . .

zling toward the bottom, its expiration
signalled by a muffled underwater ex-
plosion. It was 3:36 a:m.

The entire battle, later described in
a United States government communi-
qué as “probably the closest naval
combat of modern warfare,” had, be-
ginning with Abel’s “Commence fir-
ing,” lasted just sixteen minutes. Not
counting coffee cups and other uncon-
ventional missiles, the Buckley had ex-
pended a hundred and five rounds

from its three-inchers, three thousand

one hundred and eighteen rounds from
its twenty- and forty-millimetre guns,
three hundred and ninety rounds from
rifles, shotguns, and pistols, and two
hand grenades. Its bow was warped,
its starboard propeller shaft was
sheared off, and its engine room and

laundry were stove in. But the crew

managed to patch things up sufficiently
for the ship to proceed under its own

. power, though now at a top speed of

only twelve knots. “The command-
ing officer is proud of the fighting
spirit, coolness in action, and thor-
oughgoing teamwork of all hands,”
Abel informed his superiors. “It was
these characteristics, more than the in-
dividual brilliance or heroism of any
one officer or man, which concluded
the action successfully.”

There had been sixty-two men on
the U-66—its regular complement of
sixty and, as revealed later by U-boat
crew members, two Englishmen,
plucked from a sinking merchantman.
Both disappeared; the Germans said
afterward that when the U-66 seemed
done for, the Englishmen were issued
life preservers. However that may
have been, it was rare for any U-boat
to rescue survivors. In March, 1942,
for instance, one German submarine
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pulled close enough to a raft to toss
some food and water and cigarettes to
seven men huddled on it, and to take
their picture; except in that photo-
graph, they were never seen again.
German submariners have always con-
tended—the U-66’s two English cap-
tives notwithstanding—that their ships
simply weren’t designed to accom-
modate unexpected.guests.

The Buckley, with five Germans

.who had already surrendered secure

amidships, now spent three hours— |
chancing an attack if another U-boat
happened to be nearby—crisscrossing
the area to look for more submariners.
(Leonhard Biirian, who was in the
water for two and a half hours before
being thrown a lifeline, recalls his joy
on hearing Abel yell from the bridge,
“There’s another one!”) At the end
of the search, they had thirty-six
submariners aboard—four of them
officers. The Americans let their pris-

‘oners wash up, and passed out food

and drink, cigarettes, and clean cloth-
ing. Another note in Abel’s logbook
says, “Prisoners stated that they were
glad we were Americans as the En-
glish always beat hell out of them.”
Around four o’clock, the Germans
were transferred, by breeches buoy,
to the much more commodious Block
Island. The Navy subsequently quoted
Abel as saying of the carrier as the
Buckley  approached it, “I thought
they wanted to ask us if we needed
help in repairing damage. But the
captain on the Block Island had all
hands lined up on the flight deck.
They blew their whistle and siren and
gave us just about the best cheer you
ever heard.” The Block Island’s skip-
per, Captain Francis M. Hughes, who
himself described that reception as “a
royal welcome,” separated the U-66’s
thirty-two enlisted men from its offi-
cers. He said the whole lot of them
could “perhaps be best described as
looking like the very antithesis of
the rugged, virile ‘superman’ with
which one is given to understand
Germany is now populated,” and of
the officers he reported, “In general
it can be said that they were digni-
fied, aloof, but congenial in response
when dddressed, as well as duly
grateful for such small favors as being
given a pinochle deck with which to
while away the hours.” Of the four,
he added, the most talkative was Ober-
leutnant Klaus Herbig, the U-boat’s
executive officer and highest-ranking
survivor, who was still limping slight-
ly from a knee shattered in the 1943
debacle off Bermuda—and with whom
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Brent Abel and I were not long ago
clinking beer steins and champagne
goblets. '

Years later, Herbig set down his
version of the mid-ocean boarding:

As I came up onto the bridge, our com-
mander was again standing, but the de-
stroyer [in recording their recollections, a
number of Germans showed a fondness for
promoting their destroyer-escort adversary
to a higher category] was on our port side,
with its crew preparing to board and cap-
ture our ship. The commander then gave
me the order to take all the men on the
bridge and jump over to the destroyer in
order to prevent a boarding by the Ameri-
cans. Boarding by the Americans would
have meant scuttling our boat with part
of the crew still belowdecks, in order to
prevent the Americans from getting their
hands on important material. Immediately,
1 jumped over with eight men to where we
could hang on to the rail of the destroyer.
The command was successful, because the
destroyer immediately moved away from
our sub. Our sub now rammed the de-
stroyer in the propeller on the starboard
side. The pause in firing, which had been
in effect, was suddenly over, and a rain of
bullets pelted our sub. We stood on the
destroyer and watched as we were guarded
by whites and blacks with ammunition
belts, weapons, and other instruments.

The head engineer, Olschewski, who
- had had experience on many missions, was

the last person on board our sub, which
was still floating despite the hail of bullets.
All others had left the boat. Many must
have been killed during the jump into the
water or while waiting on the bridge. As
far as it is possible to be certain, no one
went down with the boat. The engineer
. then sank the boat and left, with the waves

which foamed over the bridge. Now the
destroyer ceased firing. The chase, which
had lasted over thirty minutes at a speed of
16-18 nautical m.p.h., was now over. You
can imagine how our crew was scattered
over a large area. The destroyer first re-
turned to the point where the first men
had jumped overboard and began picking
them up out of the water. This action by
the American commander was very com-
mendable and a deed which we appreci-
ated very much, because the men who had
jumped overboard first of all were natu-
rally more exhausted than those who had
just jumped in. The airplanes dropped
flares, because the moon had set in the
meantime. The destroyer searched and
hoisted men out of the water for a long
period of time. The airplanes helped in the
search, so that all human efforts were
made to save every last survivor. But we
were badly shaken when we surveyed our
small group of survivors and realized
which of our comrades, with whom we
had made many voyages and overcome
many dangers, no longer lived.

The Block Island ferried the pris-
oners to Casablanca, where they were
placed in a guarded compound near
the waterfront. Some of them were
taking a stroll on May 29th when the
carrier, returning to that harbor from
another sortie, was hit by three torpe-

o

does and went down. Several weeks
after that, the prisoners were put on
another carrier and sent to Norfolk,
Virginia. Many of them ended up at
Camp McCain, in Mississippi, where
the enlisted men picked cotton and a
couple of the officers made, and profit-
ably sold, cigars. Not until 1947 were
most of the submariners finally repa-
triated.

The Buckley, damaged but naviga-
ble, made it back home and then un-
derwent about a month of repairs at
a Navy yard in Boston. Brent
Abel, soon to be promoted to
commander, was relieved of sea
duty and sent to the University
of Minnesota, to share his ex-
pertise with R.O.T.C. students d
there. He retired in January,
1946, as a captain—a promotion to
which his Navy Cross automatically
entitled him. As he embarked on his
postwar law practice in San Francisco,
it never occurred to him that he would
again have—or want to have—any-
thing to do with that particular lot of
Germans. And for the next forty-two
years he didn’t.

O unravel the curious threads

that ultimately bound the Ameri-
can and German survivors to one an-
other again, we must backtrack to the
U-66’s 1942 ambush of the West
Lashaway. Of the fifty-six people
aboard the freighter, forty-two man-
aged to climb onto four meagrely
provisioned eight-by-ten-foot rafts,
three of which disappeared during bad
weather, never to be seen again. After

two weeks adrift, the remaining raft,

with nineteen aboard, was spotted by a
Navy plane, which dropped some ra-
tions (sharks gobbled up one bundle of
sandwiches before the castaways could
reach them), but by then two of the
survivors, the West Lashaway’s mas-
ter and gunner, had died. The rest of
the famished group, rejoicing that
their position was now known, and
assuming that deliverance was immi-
nent, went greedily at the provender
they were able to retrieve. But it was
another five days before they were res-

cued—by a British destroyer, H.M.S. -

Vimy—and by then the seventeen had
been reduced to half a tin of pemmican
and a malted-milk tablet or a small
piece of chocolate each a day. And
even then there was a last-minute
brush with disaster. The Vimy, in
keeping with the ancient wartime dic-
tum “Shoot first, ask questions after-
ward,” had initially mistaken the raft
for the conning tower of a U-boat and
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had opened fire with fourteen of what

its subsequent report called - “controlled
salvos.” That account also said, per-
haps a trifle self-servingly, “There
was virtually standing room only on
the raft and the compact mass of sev-
enteen people standing up must obvi-
ously resemble a conning tower.” For-
tunately, all fourteen salvos missed.
One of the youngest of the survivors
of that ordeal was an eleven-year-old
boy, Robert W. Bell, and two of the
others were his older sister and their
widowed mother. Robert’s par-
ents, who were missionaries, had
been posted to French West
) Africa in the mid-twenties; his
father had died about ten years
M later in a motor-vehicle accident
while he was on home leave. Bob
Bell, who was born in what is now
Mali, grew up, as the family moved
about, in what are now Guinea,
Burkina Faso, and the Céte d’Ivoire;
aboard the West Lashaway he and his
mother and sister had been heading to
New York for a yearlong furlough.
After V-J Day, Mrs. Bell returned to
Africa and remained there until 1962,
when she retired and settled in Flor-
ida. Bob Bell, who went into teaching
and is now an elementary-school prin-
cipal in Stony Brook, New York, was
frequently asked to share his recollec-
tions of those hideous days on the raft.
When he happened to mention in a
1975 lecture that he’d often wished he
had a picture of the West Lashaway,
one of his auditors suggested that he
write to the Mariners’ Museum at
Newport News, Virginia. From that
beginning, Bell made contact with a

‘few of the other occupants of the pre-

clous raft. .

Next, Bell wondered what had be-
come of the Germans, whoever they
were, who’d come so close to sending
him prematurely to his death, On Feb-
ruary 15, 1978, he wrote to the Bib-
liothek fiir Zeitgeschichte (World
History), in Stuttgart, and twelve days
later a letter arrived from the library’s
director. From the date supplied by
Bell, and the location of the torpedo-
ing, it had been authoritatively deter--
mined that the West Lashaway was
sunk by the U-66, the librarian wrote,
adding that he would follow up by
sending the names and addresses of the
U-boat’s crew as soon as he was able
to find them. Bell was off and running
on a path of discovery, and he has been
following it ever since, with what in
his case can be described as missionary
zeal.

Before long, Bell had embarked on
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a forgive-and-don’t-forget correspon-
dence with several of the German vet-
erans who were aboard the U-66 when
the West Lashaway went down, in-
cluding the sub’s captain. (He had
given-up the sea for dentistry.) Bell
got to know three of the Germans
especially well. One was Georg Ol-
schewski, the U-66’s chief engineer,
who had been the last man aboard at
its demise and who in the West
Lashaway episode had been, at thirty-
three, the oldest crew member. After
the war, Olschewski, a holder of the
Iron Cross, had been employed as an
engineer for a civilian public-utilities
company and then for Germany’s re-
nascent Army and Navy. Another of
Bell’s correspondents—Karl Degener-
Boning, who had been the sub’s chief
radioman—was much younger. He
had joined the Navy in 1938, at nine-
teen, and after the war he had spent

most of his time as a sound engineer at’

. radio and television stations. Degener-
Boning served on the U-66 straight

through from its maiden voyage to its

fiery demise. (“I must tell you,” he
later wrote to Brent Abel, on the back
of a snapshot of himself, his wife, their
children and grandchildren, ‘“the fact
is: Without your act of humanity,
from May the 6, 44, these two happy
families would not exist.””) Then
there was Vinzenz Nosch, an Aus-
trian, who had been a Seaman First
Class and became a policeman in the
postwar years. While Nosch was a
prisoner of war at Fort Meade, Mary-
land, he had filled some idle time by
having his left arm tattooed, with a
snake, “U-66,” “South Atlantic,” and
“May 6, 1944.”

Nosch developed into an indefatiga-
ble correspondent. A very small por-
tion of one of his accounts to Bell of
his wartime experiences went:

In the meantime, the destroyer Buckley
continued its course in trying to ram us
and I heard our on-board guns shooting at
the approaching destroyer. At this time,
we were above the water, and suddenly I
heard the sound of a grenade exploding in
our boat. The lights went off, there was a
smell of powder and a strong odor in the
boat, and in the front area you could hear
water pouring in the boat. All of a sudden
we heard the command “Everyone out of
the boat.” At this point, there was a lot of
chaos—everyone ran to the same middle
point, put on his life jacket, and tried to
get out of the tower and onto the bridge
whenever there was a pause in the firing,
and to get overboard. As I entered the
tower, Privates Jahn and Siindermann,
badly injured and lying on the floor, asked
to be taken along. The first one had had
his arm blown off, and you could see that
there had been many hits in the tower

area. My comrade Ronge-and I climbed up
on the bridge, and as we were hidden

- behind the periscope supports we saw how

our dead comrades were lying around the
bridge and next to the 3.7-centimetre can-
non. ... During a pause in the fire, Ronge
yelled I should jump overboard and swim
with him to the destroyer. As I saw how
Ronge wanted to jump across to the de-
stroyer, which was right offside of us, and
unfortunately mistimed his jump and fell
between the approaching destroyer and
our boat, I jumped away on the starboard
of the tower into the water. Swimming in
the water; I saw how the destroyer slowly
approached our boat on its starboard side,
shooting at our boat, and then how our
boat sank tail first. Our boat sank at
around 4 o'clock in the morning. My life
jacket was ruined, and I am not ashamed
to say that I was badly weakened physi-
cally by the sixteen-week voyage, and since
I knew that there were no ships’ routes in
the area where we were sunk I wanted to
give up. But, through praying, I still had
hopes that I would be saved. As the sun
went up, I suddenly saw over me an air-
plane and a flare. After I had been swim-

ming in the Atlantic for three or four

hours, I saw a mast on the horizon, and I
was picked up by a destroyer [i.e. the
Buckley]. ’ o

Also, in 1978, Bell ascertained,
from the United States Naval Ar-
chives, in Washington, the identity of
two key players in the drama of the sub
sinking—the Avenger pilot, Jimmie
Sellars, and the U-66’s nemesis, Brent
Abel. Hoping to get together with
them, Bell wrote to the postmasters
of the most recent home towns that
the archives had on record for each—
respectively, Binger, Oklahoma, and
Cambridge, Massachusetts. There was
a swift, sad response from the pilot’s
father, who had been Binger’s post-
master: his son Jimmie—who had re-
ceived the Distinguished Flying Cross
for his part in dispatching the U-66—
had stayed in the Navy as a test pilot,
and in 1951, rather than bail out of a
malfunctioning jet and risk its plowing
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into a populated area, had stuck with
the craft until it exploded. The answer
from Cambridge was neither saddening
nor enlightening. The acting manager
of mail services explained regretful-
ly that the city had six postal branches
and that without a street address he
couldn’t determine which one to turn
to. He had checked the phone book but
found no listing for “Abel B. M.” If

-he had checked with, say, the president

of Harvard, that would have done the
trick, for at the time Abel was half-
way through a six-year term on Derek
Bok’s Board of Overseers.

. In any event, Bell was still concen-
trating on his newfound German pen
pals. By 1981, he had got to know
them well enough to be eager to meet
them. (Close as Bell has come to be to
these men, and they to him, however,
he has not been able to bring himself
to ask if any of them know why, on
that bleak day in 1942, their ship de-
livered itself of -a few machine-gun
bursts and then steamed off across the
ocean, leaving the women and chil-
dren and others on the rafts to their
own feeble devices.) He visited the
Chicago Museum of Science and In-
dustry for a look at the U-505, the
only Second World War enemy sub-
marine that the Allies bagged intact.
Then, in September of 1981, Bell set
forth, with his wife, Ruth, on a sort of
personal pilgrimage. He went to Biele-
feld, West Germany, to visit Karl
Degener-Béning. Together, they took
in a screening of the submarine film
“Das Boot.” Then Degener-Boning
escorted his guest’ to the town of
Schmittlotheim, to participate in a re-
union of fourteen. U-66 old-timers.
Bell surely had more cause than most
to hold a low opinion of German sub-
mariners, yet here he was at Schmitt-
lotheim, having his photograph taken
with an arm around the shoulders of
the torpedoman who had fired the mis-
siles that sent the West Lashaway to
its doom.

The following year, Degener-
Boning came to Long Island to visit
Bell. He brought along, as a house
gift, a comprehensive history of the
entire Nazi U-boat fleet, on the flyleaf
of which he inscribed, in German and
English, his gratitude for the Ameri-
can’s “untiring work for understand-
ing and friendship between former
enemies.” In 1984, Bell expressed
those sentiments in a memoir of which
he was co-author, “In Peril on the
Sea.” (The dust jacket features the
words “Hate,” “Forgiveness,” and
“Reunion.”) Its last sentence reads,
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“The .quest had. been fulfilled.”’

Not quite. Two more years passed
before Bell—‘‘destiny’s chief mourner
for the Second World War,” as
Vinzenz Nosch once apostrophized
him—succeeded in getting hold of
Brent Abel.

ON January 7, 1986, Abel received

a letter from a stranger, one
Robert W. Bell, of whose unflagging

- plenipotentiary endeavors he was un-

aware. Bell had tracked Abel down, at

. last, through an Orlando, Florida, or-

ganization called the Destroyer-Escort
Sailors’ Association, of whose exis-
tence Abel was also unaware. It would
be nice, Bell wrote, if after so many
years they compared wartime experi-
ences, both involving the U-66; and, if
Mr. Abel was so inclined, Bell could
put him in touch with the onetime

--submariners. “Many of the men have

expressed interest in contacting you,”
he wrote. :

It didn’t take long for Vinzenz
Nosch to do so:

DEAR MR. BRENT ABEL:

You are certainly going to be surprised
to receive a letter from Austria.

My name is Vinzenz Nosch. I am now
65 years old. . . .

While I was attending a reunion of the
crew members of the U-66, I made the
acquaintance of Bob Bell and his wife,
Ruth, who had come to Europe on a visit.
Because Bob took the initiative, forgot
everything that had happened during the
war and forgave us, we really gave him
credit and have become very good friends
since then....

Now to the heart of the matter. All of us
survivors of the U-66 have always had the
desire to get to know our onetime adver-
saries in the war on the sea and if the
opportunity presented itself to say thank
you for the fair treatment on board the
BUCKLEY and for saving our lives.

Meanwhile, again unknown to
Abel, some of his crew, who had had
access to the Destroyer-Escort Sailors’
Association membership rolls, were
planning a reunion of their own, for
June of 1986. The principal organizer

- was Joseph Aucoin, a retired automo-

bile repairman living in Brighton,
Massachusetts. In the spring of 1944,
Aucoin had been a nineteen-year-old
gunner’s mate aboard the Buckley.
(He remembers that an instant before
the ship barrelled into the sub one of
his shipmates gasped, “My God, the
old man’s going to do it!”) Over the
first months of 1986, as Bob Bell pro-
vided addresses, there was a spate of
communication, coast-to-coast and
transatlantic. Joe Aucoin and Vinzenz
Nosch, for instance, were exchanging

lengthy reminiscences and cordial
good wishes, and so were Nosch and
another Buckley veteran, former Sea-
man First Class James W. O’Keefe.
In March, Nosch wrote to O’Keefe,
“I had never thought, and it still
seems like a dream, that after forty-
two years 1 would be able to corre-
spond with a former enemy, and be
accepted as a friend.” Various mem-
bers of the U-66 contingent began
writing to Abel. Brent himself, as
soon as he was informed of the June
reunion—to be held, over three days,
at Cambridge—wanted news of it
spread far and wide, and, accordingly,
he wrote to the Chief of Naval Per-
sonnel, in Washington, requesting all
the available names and addresses of
the men who had been assigned to the
Buckley between its commissioning, in
1943, and its decommissioning, late in
1945. He told the Chief, for whatever

effect it might have, that he was send- |}

ing a copy of his letter to then Sec-
retary of Defense Caspar Weinberger,
“because he is a personal friend of
long standing.” (That and the Navy

Cross didn’t keep Captain Abel, Unit- |

ed States Naval Reserve, from being
charged two hundred and seventy dol-
lars and eighty-eight cents for the
names of twenty-nine officers and
more than four hundred other ranks,
without addresses, or from being in-
structed to be sure to mark his check
“For services rendered.”) While Abel
was at it, he felt that it would be only
fitting to invite Jimmie Sellars, who’d
contributed so much to the U-66%
demise, to attend the Cambridge gath-
ering. So—not knowing that Bell had
previously ascertained the unhappy
truth—Abel once again appealed to
the Navy. In due course, he received
(no charge this time) a printed form
with “Deceased 1951 typed on it.
Using addresses supplied by Bell,
Abel wrote to nine of the U-66 survi-
vors, saying he hoped that they could
join in the forthcoming festivities.
None could, but thirty-three Buckley
alumni showed up, and, as by this time
seemed only logical to all concerned,
so did Robert Bell. The reunion, to
which Abel brought along his son, his
daughter and son-in-law, and his sec~
ond wife, Corinne, went off agreeably
—a lot of recollections, a lot of con-
viviality, a lot of photographs. There
was also a lot of talk about further
reunions—if possible, hands-across-
the-sea ones, at which the erstwhile
adversaries could actually look one an-
other in the eye while speculating
whether, say, this septuagenarian was

and get an After Dinner Coffee FREE...

If you love a good cup of coffee, we want to be your
source of truly great coffees—40 delicious coffees,
fresharoasted daily! Let us send you our Introductory
Sampler at special savings. 12 oz. each of:

Colombia Supremo. A rich, full-flavored coffee from
Colombia's most highly-prized beans.

Mocha Java. Genuine Ethiopian Mocha and Indonesian
Java, skillfully blended for a smooth, creamy-rich taste.
Brown & Jenkins Special Blend. A delightful
combination of medium & dark roasts. At breakfast, it'll

.ma.ke.your day. if we hear from you now:
1/4 Ib. of Vanilla Hazelnut Coffee.
. 3 1 1 1 1 71 ]|

BROWN & JENKINS Trading Co. ]
l 431 Pine St., Dept. 393, P.0: Box 1570, Burlington, VT 05402
— For new customers only—
I YES, send me the FREE After Dinner Coffee along with:
[ Gourmet Coffee Sampler each $12.95
I [ Decaf Coffee Sampler ~ oM “1&.J0 ppd.
I I've enclosed check or Visa/MC No. & exp. date.
I prefer: 1] Whole Bean [J Filter Grind
Phone Orders: 1 800 456-JAVA

l Name

IAddmss

Zip
Bl B SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR FULL REFUND. I

Etixely handmade 17t}1 and 18th cen-
tury lanterns, chandeliers and sconces
in copper, pewter, distressed tin and
wood. Selected by Plimoth Planta-
tion and the NewPort R estoration
Foundation. -catalogue $3.00

PERIOD LIGHTING FIXTURES
1 Main St. Dept. 11028

Chester, Ct. 06412

. FROM 557, )
SAN FRANCISCO .

~Enjoy*London in San Francisco™ at the Hotel Ab!

A Singular tn-Town Engllsh Country Irin“—Biitish

HE -
ABIGET:

FORRESERVATIONS:800243/6510/US 800553:5575/CA

617-693-7711
~ | | MARTHA’SC)/lNEYARD

M ACATION RENTALS
ill!’ & REAL ESTATE SALES

BOX 1207N @ VINEYARD HAVEN & MA 02568




R TR P e

- 78

the German kid who got whacked
with the ammo box, or that white-
haired American with the hearing aid
might be the one who kicked So-and-
So off the ship’s deck. -

Abel told me not long after that first
reunion that several of the Germans
who couldn’t make it to Cambridge
had expressed the hope that one day
there might be a comparable gathering
on their home ground. He and Co-
rinne had already planned a trip to
Europe for the following summer, a
purpose of which was to visit the
grave of her brother, David Crowder
Waybur, who was one of the most
decorated American foot soldiers of
the Second World War, and was bur-
ied in the Lorraine American Ceme-
tery, at Saint-Avold, in France, just
across the German border. Of ten
thousand four hundred and eighty-
nine servicemen interred there, only

- three, including First Lieutenant

David Waybur, won the Medal of
Honor.

Before he was killed, by a Nazi
sniper, on March 28, 1945, Lieuten-
ant Waybur, a reconnaissance-troop
leader in the justly celebrated 3rd In-
fantry Division, was also awarded, for
further exceptional gallantry, the
British Military Cross, the Croix de
Guerre with palm, and a Purple Heart
with two oak-leaf clusters. (He re-
ceived one of these, along with the
Silver Star, posthumously.) Abel knew
his wife’s brother only by hearsay, but
he had long hoped to join her at his
graveside. David Waybur, who was
twenty-five at his death, would have
been sixty-seven this year.

Y this time, I had told Brent Abel
that if there were any more re-
unions I’d be interested in attending
one. “Are you bothered by contact
with former Nazis?” he wrote me at
_one point. “Assuming they were Nazi,
which may not be so.” I was not both-
ered enough to lose interest. My
Second World War combat, extremely
modest compared to his, had been ex-
clusively against the Japanese. The
Battle of the Coral Sea had, it turned
out, prevented them from torpedoing
the troopship that was ferrying my
infantry division, the 32nd, across the
Pacific; and they had been a very for-
midable and unforgiving presence
when I finally encountered them in
battle, in the New Guinea jungle. But
had latter-day contact with ¢hem both-
ered me? It had not. By the time—
1951—1 first set foot on Japanese soil,
there was another enemy to reckon

with: I was en route to Korea as a war
correspondent. This time, American
troops were facing two enemies, actu-
ally: North Koreans and Chinese, the
same Chinese who had been my allies
when the Japanese and I were at war,
and who eventually were to welcome
me as a friend on my first trip to
China, in 1973. As for Koreans, I
now remembered sitting in a Lenin-
grad hotel dining room in 1958 and,
as some Asians came by wearing rub-
ber shoes, saying knowledgeably to a
companion, “Ah, Koreans,” and then,
with a gasp, realizing what our ideo-
logical surroundings were, “North
Koreans!” I had never seen a North
Korean close up before, though some
North Koreans had certainly seen me:
they had picked off in midsentence an
Army captain I was chatting with as
we crouched behind a tank. As the
Koreans in Leningrad were leaving
the dining room, one of them, for
some reason, smiled at me, and I re-
member how surprised I was at myself
when I smiled back.

How did I feel, though, about con-
tact with Nazis? I’d been to Germany
twice since 1945—in 1949, to cover
the Berlin Airlift, and in 1972, to
cover the Munich Olympics. And I’d
been there as a child, too—indeed, I
was raised by a German nurse—in the
twenties, but that, of course, was be-
fore Hitler. There was no ambiguity
about my feelings toward Nazism. But
individual Germans? My feelings
about them may well have been less
strong than the feelings that those of
them now on one side of the Berlin
Wall had about those on the other. I
told Abel that if there was going to be
some kind of gathering that included
Germans I’d like to tag along.

Abel had meanwhile sent a letter,
tentatively proposing a reunion in
Germany, to Klaus Herbig, who had
been the U-66’s executive officer when
it went down. His name was familiar
to Abel; when the Buckley transferred
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its prisoners to the Block Island,
Herbig had been ‘the most talkative.
Most of the Germans whom Abel had
heard from by this time had written in
their own language, and he’d had to
have their letters translated. Herbig,
though, had written in flawless En-
glish, and had given as the reason for
his inability to get to Cambridge a
business commitment in Malaysia;
here, clearly, was a person of parts—

-someone, presumably, equipped to or-

ganize a reunion. It soon developed
that Herbig—who, he recounted, had
joined the German Navy at seventeen
and been second-in-command of the
U-boat at twenty-two—lived and
worked, as an executive of Tipp-Ex, a
far-flung typewriter-correction-fluid
company, close to Frankfurt. Herbig
and Abel agreed in further exchanges
that that city or its environs would be
a convenient site for the reunion.
Moreover, Frankfurt was only a cou-
ple of hours—at least, at breakneck
Autobahn speed—from the Lorraine
American Cemetery. None of six
U-66 crewmen who were believed to
be resident in East Germany were
expected to attend, and they didn’t,
though, as I was to learn in Frankfurt,
if you’re sixty-five or over you can
cross the Wall unchallenged, because
you’re considered harmless. |
September 29th, a Tuesday, seemed
as good a date as any, and Herbig
picked Hochst, an attractive Frankfurt
suburb, as the gathering place. For the
main event—a dinner for the men and
those of their wives who came along—
he picked a private dining room in a
permanently moored riverboat on the
River Main called the Schiffshotel
Schlott, and for the main course he
picked a littoral variation of a tradi-
tional seafaring specialty: Labskaus, a
mishmash of leftovers—meat and po-
tatoes, mainly, as it was interpreted in
the Schlott kitchen, with a sunny-side-
up egg on top. Abel, while content to
leave all such arrangements to the im-
pressively efficient Herbig, did" insist
on some input of his own. He wrote
the Tipp-Ex executive early in Sep-
tember, “I would like to claim the
privilege of being the host of all at-
tending the dinner. ... I do so chiefly
because it would give me pleasure but
also because you were all temporarily
under my command for a few hours on
May 6, 1944, In the United States
Navy, the captain is always right,
which I hope will lead you to concede
me the pleasure of paying for'the din-
ner.” Herbig was quick to retaliate.
He said that the whole party must
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reconvene at his factory
the following morning
for champagne and cook-

ies, and at his home
later that same day for
a local specialty, Ripp-
chen mit Sauerkraut und
Apfelwein. (Brent and
Corinne said afterward
that it was the best
sauerkraut they’d ever
tasted anywhere. They’d
been slightly puzzled,
though, that when a
Herbig son dropped in
during these festivities
he seemed not to have
been aware that a sub
with his father aboard
had been sunk.)

In August, Abel no-
tified all the Americans
who were under his com-
mand in May, 1944, of
the impending get-to~
gether. He let me know,
too. As it turned out—
time was short and a trip
to Germany was not
cheap—among Abel’s
twenty-seven -dinner
guests at the Schiffs-
hotel were only two-old
Buckley hands. One was
Joe Aucoin, the organi-
zer of the 1986 reunion, and the other
was Robert Burg, Electrician’s Mate
Third Class at sea and subsequently an
electrical contractor. Burg had already
arranged to visit an aunt in West
Germany as well as Karl Degener-
Boning, with whom he’d been corre-
_sponding for eighteen months. Aucoin
brought a video camera, Both brought
their wives.

Eight of the Germans who had been
on the U-66 that memorable night in
1944 sat down to Labskaus. And it
was a sit-right-down dinner. No ice-
breaking, no informal standing around
for drinks and handshakes, no min-
gling. It didn’t take long to perceive
that the widest gulf seemed to be
between the German ex-officers: and
their ex-crewmen. In the private din-
ing room, tables had been arranged to
form three sides of a square, or a
horseshoe. Abel and Herbig had, ap-
propriately, the places of honor, with a
big ship’s wheel-—a handy point of
focus for Joe Aucoin and his camera—
directly behind them, and ‘miniature
German and American flags in front
of them. Off to one side of the tables
someone had put up a stand bearing an
enlarged version of a. chart of the

“Herbert, Pve decided to

U-66’s prowls over and under the At-
lantic, with two key spots identified on
it: where the West Lashaway had per-
ished, and where the U-boat itself had
made its final involuntary dive.
Among the Germans on the scene
was Werner Frohlich, the helmsman,
who at hand-to-hand time had been
skulled by the coffee cup. Abel had
long since received from Vinzenz
Nosch a snapshot of a young Frohlich,
in a grinning, cocksure pose with
other U-boat officers in uniform, and
sporting a trim black mustache, not to
mention an Iron Cross. Now a retired
merchant-marine captain and harbor
inspector, Frohlich had exchanged the

-mustache for a Lincolnesque, snow-

white beard. (Not, mind you, that ev-
erybody else hadn’t aged; Abel, for
one, had lost most of his hair.) Froh-
lich told me he had squeaked through
six years of submarine warfare with no
more physical damage than a bullet
through one Achilles-like heel. I hap-
pened to be sitting next to him at
dinner. His English was only a little
bit better than my execrable German,

but I did manage to comprehend his

admission that he had a Mercedes,
and though it was in unexceptionable

seek your ouster.’

shape, he didn’t like to push it, on the
inviting local Autobahns, much be-
yond a hundred and ninety kilometres
—a hundred and eighteen miles—per
hour. Earlier, incidentally, I over-

. heard Herbig telling Abel that Ger-

man Navy officers of his time weren’t
necessarily members of the Nazi Party,
and citing as evidence an occasion
when one U-boat commander, re-
turning to his home base for reprovi-
sioning, asked, “Are the Nazis still in
command here?,” and, on being as-
sured that they certainly were, had
turned around and gone back to sea.

(Abel had not followed up by inquir- -

ing how that skipper had ever got
himself and his crew reprovisioned.) -

A conspicuous absentee, to general
lamentation, was the retired Austrian
policeman, Vinzenz Nosch. His home,
in Mitterdorf, was quite far from
Frankfurt, and -apparently he had ex-~
hausted his travel budget. Less than
two months earlier, before he had any
inkling that there might be a reunion
in Europe, he and his wife, Anni, had
come to the United States to cement
his friendships with Joe Aucoin and
Bob Bell and to meet Jim O’Keefe and
inspect the captive U-505 in Chica-
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go. I had met the Nosches then, when,
escorted by Joe and Louise Aucoin
and the omnipresent Bell, they visited
Battleship Cove, at Fall River; there
the two old sea dogs had had a fine
time touring and commenting on the
naval vessels—a destroyer and a sub-
marine among them—moored in an
outdoor museum. Nosch had been
sporting a gold-braided cap bearing
the name of the American nuclear
submarine Nautilus. But now he
couldn’t make the reunion—an occa-
sion that, if it ever came to pass, he’d
told me at Fall River, would
be the highlight of the rest
of his life.

Bob Bell, the catalyst with-
out whom the dinner could
hardly have come about, did
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San Francisco Giants caps. (They
were easy for him to obtain: the team
is one of his firm’s clients.) Degener-
Boning, alluding to the reunion as “a
highlight of our lives,” presented to
Abel, and to Joe Aucoin and Bob
Burg, tinplate serving trays engraved
with the dates “6 May 1944” and “29
September 1987 and the words, in
English, “Enemies Become Friends.”
But, with a few exceptions, had most
of those at the table ever truly been, in
a personal sense, the former, and were
they now and forever the latter! Even
as I was thinking such
thoughts, I was berating
myself for them. Surely this
was an occasion for gener-
ous portions of benefits of
the doubt.

make it to Frankfurt. He
was pressed for time, the
school season having just got under

‘way at Stony Brook, so he flew in for

the dinner and flew back to Long Is-
land the next day. Because he was as
close to being of the cloth as anyone on
hand, he was asked to say grace and
did so with the quite justified air of one
who, instead of being eaten by can-
nibals, has converted them to vegetari-
anism.

As the evening progressed, there
were, inevitably, speeches, the flow of
oratory intensified by the flow of beer.
But much of the talk about brother-
hood was on the surface; there seemed
to be an element of unreality to it. It
was as if these men (the women, apart
from Corinne Abel, who was consid-
ered our hostess, hardly made their
presence felt) didn’t want to dwell too
much on the one event that had
brought them together, and couldn’t
figure out what else, if anything, they
might have in common. At one point,
I felt impelled to rise and tell the
assemblage that our host, Herr Abel,
was no longer a twenty-eight-year-old
submarine chaser, which was perhaps
how some of them still thought of
him, but a semi-retired elder statesman
and pillar of American law. My words

.didn’t seem to make much of an im-

pression on anyone, though. What
clearly mattered most to all concerned
was the simple fact that they were
there.

Karl Degener-Boning, after pro-
fusely thanking the three American
veterans of that long-ago hand-to-
hand fracas for travelling so far “to
shake hands with us,” affixed to Abel’s
lapel a German-submarine-service pin.
Not to be outdone, Abel distributed a

clutch of authentic orange-and-black'

At moments, it seemed as
though the most convivial of
the celebrators, who were encamped at

. the end of one table with an accordion,

were several ei;-sailors who had served
on the U-66 prior to May 6, 1944,
and whose status seemed to be that of
welcome freeloaders. Georg Olschew-
ski, who, at seventy-seven, was the
doyen of the German group, was not
easy to hear over the din when he
delivered a few gracious words of wel-
come. They were translated by his son
Joachim, a social worker in Mainz
prisons. At one moment, while across
the room, to accordion accompani-
ment, some sea chanteys like “Yankee
Doodle” and “My Bonnie Lies Over
the Ocean” were being bilingually
sung, the younger Olschewski startled
me by saying of his father, “It’s hard
to understand how a man so good and
honorable could have overlooked this
fucking National Socialism.”

Klaus Herbig, fittingly, was the
chief spokesman for the host coun-
try. He surprised the three American
guests of honor by saying that the
Buckley might not have needed to get
into a firefight at all, inasmuch as
shortly before the two vessels encoun-
tered each other the U-66’s com-
mander, owing to the shortage of food
and fuel and the unlikelihood of being

"resupplied, “had come to the decision

that we would try to reach the Cape
Verde Islands, where we would sink
our boat and go into confinement.”
Afterward, during a lull in the pro-
ceedings, Herbig told me, without
rancor, that “Mr. Abel put some shell
fragments into my back,” going on to
explain, with a chuckle, “Not person-
ally, but he was responsible for it.”
(“Eleven men were treated for shrap-
nel and bullet wounds,” the senior’
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* medical officer on the carrier Block
Island had reported. “Some of these
men had scores of small metallic frag-
ments buried in their skins and sub-
cutaneous tissues; none entered body
cavities.”) Indeed, Herbig added, al-
though a surgeon had removed a num-
ber of fragments at Casablanca, he was
still carrying a few around..

A waitress spilled some beer. Co-
rinne Abel turned to Herbig and said,
jokingly, “I thought you Germans
were disciplined.”

Herbig laughed, and replied, “No
wonder we lost the war.” He, too, was
joking, of course, but I found myself
thinking, What if they hadn’t lost it?
Would a group of Americans have
staged such a reunion for Hitler’s ex-
warriors, in, say, San Francisco?
Would the victorious Nazis have sub-
“scribed to the theory that enemies be-
- come friends?

Brent Abel had sat through the pro-
ceedings quietly, reflectively, and in-
scrutably. e had visited the Saint-
Avold cemetery the day before, had
walked through long, long rows of
immaculate white crosses, interspersed
with some Stars of David, precisely
aligned on carefully tended turf. The
superintendent of the enclave had
presented Corinne with an armful of
roses to lay at the foot of her broth-
er’s cross and an order blank and price
list for future use. Plot E, Row 22,
Grave 44. Now Abel rose up and deliv-
ered a short speech, first in German—
deliberate but resolute, like a ship
with one disabled propeller—and then
in measured English. “Many of us
in America are direct descendants of
you in Germany,” he concluded. “My
father was born in Mannheim. My
wife is of German descent through
both her mother and her father. Yet
her brother was killed in Germany in
the Second World War while serving
in the U.S. Army. No doubt most of
you also lost relatives in the Second
World War. Old as we are, we must
nevertheless do what we can to see
that mankind forswears both the
ideologies and the weapons which
make such destruction possible, I am
now seventy-one years old. In my
entire life, there is no accomplishment
of which I am as proud as that the
U.S.S. Buckley under my direction
took the risks and made the choices
that enabled us to save the lives of
those of you and your shipmates who
survived. I wish we could have saved
more. I know my shipmates, whether
here or not, agree. Thank you.”

—E. J. Kann, JR
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