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TALKING POINTS: THORNBURGH SEND-OFF
MARCH 3, 1989

--'1 am about to begin a working lunch with Attorney General
Thornburgh, General Scowcroft, Secretary Baker3 aqd the
man I have asked the Senate to confirm as America’'s new
drug czar -- my good friend Biil Bennett.

-- We will discuss a critical national ‘security issue -- how
to combat an enemy that subverts our youth and_thrgatens
to destroy our future ---drug abuse. Cooperation 1s the
key to victory in this mortal struggie.

o

-- Cooperation must be global if we are to stem this
poisonous tide. As Vice President, I went to Latin America
to forge an alliance against the drug trade. Dick
Thornburgh will continue this mission when he leaves Sunday
on a fact-finding mission to three Latin American nations --
Colombia, Bolivia, and Peru.

-- Dick goes to Latin America not to lecture, but to learn;
not to scapegoat, but to support.

-- Dick will tell these three governments that I am committed
to a tough zero tolerance policy. Since 1981, the U.S.
federal anti-drug budget has grown by nearly 370 percent.
More is needed. I am proposing $6 billion in 1990 for
prevention, treatment, and enforcement.
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-- Dick will impress upon these three governments the need
for them to stop supply as we dry up demand. Together,
we can create an interdiction effort that is as
international as the drug trade itself.

-- 1 know none of us have forgotten the many brave men and
women in Latin America who have given their lives for
this cause. Many more live under the constant threat
of assassination. We are fighting a war.without
boundaries, in which every nation must be an ally.

-— This is the message I have asked Dick to convey to the
presidents and justice ministers of Latin America. Bill
Bennett and I look forward to hearing his report. This

is a critical mission in the war we have declared on drugs.
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(Davis/Dooley)
March 1, 1989
8:45 p.m.

TALKING POINTS: THORNBURGH SEND-OFF
MARCH 3, 1989
-- I am about to begin a working lunch with Attorney General
Thornburgh, General Scowcroft, Secretary Baker, and the man I
have asked the Senate to confirm as America’s new drug czar -- my

good friend Bill Bennett.

-- We will discuss a critical national security issue -- how
to combat an enemy that subverts our youth and threatens to
destroy our future -- drug abuse. Cooperation is the key to

victory in this mortal struggle.

—-— Cooperation must be global if we are to stem this
poisonous tide. As Vice President, I went to Latin America to
forge an alliance against the drug trade. Dick Thornburgh will
continue this mission when he leaves Sunday on a fact-finding
mission to three Latin American nations -- Colombia, Boliyia, and

Peru.

-- Dick goes to Latin America not to lecture, but to learn;

not to scapegoat, but to support.

-- Dick will tell these three governments that I am
committed to a tough zero tolérance policy. Since 1981, the U.S.

federal ahti-drug budget has grown by nearly 370 percent. - More



is needed. I am proposing $6 billion in 1990 for prevention,

treatment, and enforcement.

-- Dick will impress upon these three governments the need
for them to stop supply as we dry ﬁp demand. Together, we can
create an interdiction effort that is as international as the

drug trade itself.

-- I know none of us have forgotten the many brave men and
women in Latin America who have.given theif lives for this cause.
Many more live under the constant threat of assassination. We
~are fighting a war without boundaries, in which every nation must

be an ally.

-~ This is the message I have asked Dick to convey to the
presidents and justice ministers of Latin America. Bill Bennett
and I look forward to hearing his report. This is a critical

mission in the war we have declared on drugs.
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Thornburgh Send-off

*k ok i i Attorney-General
Thornburgh, General Scowcroft, Secretary Baker and the man I hope
Congress will soon confirm as America’s

new drug czar -- my good friend Bill Bennett.

*%** We discussed a critical national security issue -- how

to combat an enemy that subverts our youth and threatens to

destroy our future -- drug abuse. <§:::>

ooperation is the key to victory in this mortal struggle.

*** Cooperation must be global if we are to stem this

—
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poisonous tide. As Vice President, I went to Latin America to
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forge an alliance against the drug trade. Dick Thornburgh will
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continue this mission when he leaves Sggday on a fact-finding );;
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mission to three Latin American nations -- Colombia, Bolivia and ’”'
e q

Peru. v

*** Dick goes to Latin America not to lecture, but to
learn; not to scapegoat, but to support. We know that the drug

problem in America is driven by demand.



*** Dick will tell these three governments that I am ‘

L
committed to a tough zero tolerance pollcy. Slnce 1981 the U.S.

federal antl-drug budget has grown by nearly 370 percent. More
- \ \ il “ C \ -
is needed. I am prop051ng $6 billion in 1990 for prevention,

= | -
treatment and enforcement.

*%** Dick will impress upon these three governments the need
for them to stop supply as we dry up demand. Together, we can
create an interdiction effort that is as international as the

drug trade itself.

*** I know none of us have forgotten the many brave men and
women in Latin America, who have given their lives for this
cause. Many more live under the constant threat of
assassination. We are fighting a war without boundaries, in

which every nation must be an ally.

* k% Thls is the message I have asked Dick to convey to
O

the,‘stlce y{nlsters of Latin America. Bill Bennett and I look

/forward to hearing his report. I am confident that Dick will do

/ a splendid job. And I want him to know that he leaves with the

heartfelt thanks of us all.
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PRESIDENT BUSH/3/3/89
DRAFT/2/28/10:30 A.M. PAGE 1
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Qﬁ\ }%ﬁ) Thornburgh Send-off

Good afternoon.
v s v ~ —
As you know, I just had a working lunch with

. T
Attorney—General Thornburgh General Scowcroft Secretary Baker
N~ LW L - b —
andkthe man Congress will soon confirm as America’s
o = - Al e —
new drug czar -- my good friend Bill Bennett. +unund
érM
N~ - " T
&buﬁﬂ The subject of our discussion was a critical national
*ﬁﬁé : security issue -- how to combat an enemy that subverts our youth
and threatens to destroy our American future. A
oL v - N e e =T
C Yes, I am referring to drug abuse. Yes, I consider it to be

a national sec%rity crisis. I have called drug abuse a scourge,
because that is what it is =-- a contamination of the blood, the

body and the very soul of America.
When a nation is engaged in a mortal struggle, cooperation
is the key to victory. I am deeply moved by the unity and

determination of this nation to fight the drug trade.

~MORE-
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But the scope of our cooperative effort must be global.

R “ T V’V” N L»’“‘”"—-“"”’
Heroin and cocaine are smuggled into America by the ton, in the
e \/\/// \__a—fk///

hulls of ships atid the bellies of jet aircraft. It is obvious
that we must reach out to other governments, to cooperate and to

coordinate our actions if we are to stem these rivers of poison.

v " S U T " e L —
As Vice President, I went to Latin America to forge an
T R R N P e W
alliance agdinst the drug trade. Dick Thornburgh will continue
A \/ \// L S S l/ e - M L [ tmrm
this effort wheén he leaves Sunday on a fact-finding mission to
" L Ly et

thrée/iafln Aﬁé?lcan natlons - COlOEb;&,*BOllVla and Pe%ﬁf
Dick goes to Latin America not to lecture, but to learn; not
to scapegoat, but to support. We acknowledge that the drug

problem in America is driven,by demand.

-MORE-



PRESIDENT BUSH/3/3/89
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Dick will tell these three governments that the American

peopiﬁ&are adopting a tough zero tolerance policy. Since 1;§;7
o N Y W N e T = i W
the U.S. federal anti-drug budget has grown by nearly 370
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peQCent. But more is needed, and that is why I have proposed
U e o e X L DAY Lol
$G_bllligg_ig,AQ9Q,for;prevent10n, treatment and enforcement. Q
L~ Mo ".HWV [
More than $4 billion is to be provided in grants to state and

local law enforcement agencies alone.

And no expenditures can match the gradual hardening of the

American attitude against so-called casual drug abuse.

-But even this is not enough. . Dick will impress upon these_'
" three governments the‘need for them to stop supply as we dry up
demand. He will pledge to them our support in their

life-or-death struggle against the international drug cartels.

These governments can go to the source. These governments
can smash drug laboratories by the dozens, and uproot coca plants
by the millions.» Together, we can raise the cost
of business for the drug lords to an intolerable level.

Together, we can create an interdiction effort that is as

international as the drug trade itself.

-=MORE-
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Let us never forget that many brave men ‘and women in Latin

N~ " - o e b e
America have already g1ven their lives for this very cause. Many
1.//
more live under the constant threat of assassination. Nor will
- v (e N — . L— — —
we forget Enrique Camarena-Salazar, an American D.E.A. agent who
(e D

lost hls life fﬁ/fhls same war. We are fighting a war without

boundaries, in which every nation must be an ally.

In this global struggle, history offers us a lesson.

‘\During the last century, another nation -- Great Britain --
L L., T I e b

bein s-had to e

s

The world viewed such declarations as utopian. The

doubters, the cynics, the naysayers said that there were too many
powerful Rﬁ;:ie getting too rich from slavery. True, the British
Navy could ass the slavers. But it was believed that they »

could never put the slave trade out of business.

-MORE~-
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d yet, well before the end of the century, the oceans of
L [ e \/”\”/ L — —
the world had seen the last slaving ship set sail. World
\ " L e T — e e e =
intolefance\ grew until slaving ships could no longer find an open
A"
port. The indignation of a few committed people moved

governments, and then moved the world.

“_,/“"'3' WM,_- R D

S N Today, the oceans and airways of the world are transporti;;\\)

a different kind of trade that results in.a more subtle form of _/}

lavery,/ My friends, we will not defeat the drug lords tomorrow.
We will not defeat them next year or in the year after that. But
w1th the cooperatlon of pr1n01p1ed people in nelghborlng natlons,
-we will fight, and we w1ll not stop short of v1ctory e e e

This is the message I want Dick to convey to the Justice

‘\‘/\/\_/t.—/
Ministers of Latin America. Bill Bennett and I look forward to
hearing his report. I am confident that Dick will do a splendid
job. And I want him to know that he leaves with the heartfelt

thanks of us all.



Davis/Dooley
March 1, 1989
8:10 p.m.
TALKING POINTS: THORNBURGH SEND-OFF
MARCH 3, 1989

~7- I am about to begin a working lunch with
= ] h“‘\’ " '
Attorney-General Thornburgh, General Scowcroft, Secretary Baker//V
and the man I have asked the Senate to confirm as America’s new

drug czar -- my good friend Bill Bennett.

-- We will discuss a critical national security issue --
how to combat an enemy that subverts our youth and threatens to
destroy our future -- drug abuse. Cooperation is the key to

victory in this mortal struggle.

-- Cooperation must be global if we are to stem this
poisonous tide. As Vice President, I went to Latin America to
forge an alliance against the drug trade. Dick Thornburgh will
continue this mission when he leaves Sunday on a fact-finding

mission to three Latin American nations -- Colombia, Bolivia and /X(
¢ / £

Peru.

-- Dick goes to Latin America not to lecture, but to learn;

not to scapegoat, but to support. LYe know that the drug problem
\

in America is driven by demand J fo:ﬂ% \&Q/LA

[



-- Dick will tell these three governments that I am
committed to a tough zero tolerance policy. Since 1981, the U.S.
federal anti-drug budget has grown by nearly 370 percent. More
is needed. I am proposing $6 billion in 1990 for prevention,

treatment and enforcement.

-- Dick will impress upon these three governments the need
for them to stop supply as we dry up demand. Together, we can
create an interdiction effort that is as international as the

drug trade itself.

== I know none of us have forgotten the many brave men and
women in Latin America,'who‘have_given their lives for ﬁhis
céuse. Many more live under.the éonstant thréat of
assassination. We are fighting a war without boundaries, in

which every nation must be an ally.

-~ This is the message I have asked Dick to convey to the
presidents and justice ministers of Latin America. Bill Bennett
and I look forward to hearing his report. This is a critical

mission in the war we have declared on drugs.
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Davis/Dooley
March 1, 1989
5:10 p.m.

TALKING POINTS: THORNBURGH SEND-OFF
MARCH 3, 1989 -

*%¥% T just had a working lunch with Attorney-General
Thornburgh, General Scowcroft, Secretary Baker and the man I hope
Congress will soon confirm as America’s new drug czar -- my good

friend Bill Bennett.

*¥%% We discussed a critical national security issue -- how
~to combat an enemy that subverts our youth and threatens to
destroy our future -- drug abuse. Cooperation is the key to

victory in this mortal struggle.

*%% Cooperation must be global if we are to stem this
poisonous tide. As Vice President, I went to Latin America to
forge an alliance égainst the drug trade. Dick Thornburgh will
continue this mission when he leaves Sunday on a fact-finding
mission to three Latin American nations -- Colombia, Bolivia and

Peru.

*%x% Dick goes to Latin America not to lecture, but to
learn; not to scapegoat, but to support. We know that the drug

problem in America is driven by demand.
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*%% Dick will tell these three governments that I am
committed to a tough zero tolerance policy. Since 1981, the U.S.
federal anti-drug budget has grown by nearly 370 percent. More
is needed. I am proposing $6 billion in 1990 for prevention,

treatment and enforcement.

***%* Dick will impress upon these three governments the need
for them to stop supply as we dry up demand. Together, we can
create an interdiction effort that is as international as the

drug trade itself.

*** T know none of us have forgotten the many brave men and
women in Latin America, who have given their lives for this
cause. Many more live under the constant threat of
assassination. We are fighting a war without boundaries, in

which every nation must be an ally.

**x% This is the message I have asked Dick to convey to
the Justice and Interior ministers of Latin America. Bill
Bennett and I look forward to hearing his report. I am confident
that Dick will do a splendid job. And I want him to know that he

leaves with the heartfelt thanks of us all.



SUMMARY
President Bush is committed to ending drug abuse in America.

The policy of this Administration is “zero tolerance.” No amount of drug use is acceptable.
And, zero tolerance should be the policy of every state in the Union—of every county and town,
of every school, business, and community group—in fact, of every American.

The destructive and pervasive effect of illegal drug use in our society is appalling. Over
32 million Americans used illegal drugs last year. Nearly 5,000 deaths were reported from use
of cocaine and other drugs in 1987, in addition to 146,000 hospital emergency room admissions
for drug abuse in that year. The cost to the Nation of drug and alcohol abuse, in terms of
increased health costs, absenteeism from work, law enforcement and prevention programs is
estimated to exceed $100 billion annually. And this says nothing of the tens of thousands of
damaged lives and destroyed families caused by the use of illegal drugs.

“My friends, we have work to do. . .. There is crime to be conquered, the rough crime
of the streets. . .. There are few clear areas in which we as a society must rise up united
and express our intolerance. The most obvious now is drugs. . . . And there is much to be
done and to be said, but take my word for it—this scourge will stop.”

George Bush

Historical evidence suggests that, like certain diseases, the plague of drug addiction and
abuse in any nation eventually abates and virtually disappears. This gives us reason for hope.
But the society cannot wait for history to repeat itself. Action on many fronts is needed to
speed the day when drugs are no longer a serious problem.

Drugs are a complex social problem with national and international dimensions. Since
1981, the Federal anti-drug budget has grown by nearly 370 percent, and the Bush Administra-
tion is requesting nearly $6.0 billion in 1990 to fight this insidious foe.

The Administration proposes nearly $1 billion in new outlays for anti-drug programs, a 21
percent increase over 1989 and 47 percent over 1988, to intensify our all-out effort against
drug abuse. But the problem cannot be solved by dollars alone, nor by the Federal Govern-
ment alone. The situation demands an ongoing, consistent effort by families, schools, churches,
businesses, community leaders, health organizations, law enforcement institutions and heads
of state. This battle must be waged on four fronts: education/prevention, treatment, eradica-
tion/interdiction, and enforcement/punishment. This means dealing with both demand and
supply by: '

* Educating the Young: Drug Prevention.—Establishing “zero tolerance” as an attitude
and a way of life by educating our children at home and at school, from kindergarten
through college, on the dangers of experimenting with drugs. The Administration re-
quests nearly $1.1 billion to educate our young people to say no to drugs through programs
of proven effectiveness targeted at areas of greatest need.

* Reclaiming Lives: Drug Treatment.—Encouraging those who fail to heed the signals and
do use drugs to seek treatment—the aim is to reclaim lives, not abandon them. The
Administration proposes over $700 million to expand the Nation’s capacity to provide

drug abuse treatment, particularly for the indigent, disadvantaged, youth and expectant
mothers.

66
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PRESIDENT Bush/3/3/89
DrRAFT/2/24/8:30 A.M. PaGge 1

Thornburgh Send-off

Good afternoon.

As you know, I just had a working lunch with
Attorﬁey-General Thornburgh, General Scowcroft, Secretary Baker
and the man Congress will soon confirm as America’s

new drug czar -- my good friend Bill Bennett.

The subject of our discussion was a critical national
security issue -- how to combat an enemy that subverts our youth

and threatens to destroy our American future.

Yes, I am referring to drug abuse. Yes, I consider it to be
a national security crisis. I have called drug abuse a scourge,
because that is what it is -- a contamination of the blood, the

body and the very soul of America.

When a nation is engaged in a mortal struggle, cooperation
is the key to victory. I am deeply moved by the unity and

determination of my advisors to fight the drug trade.

~MORE-
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But the scope of our cooperative effort must be global.
Heroin and cocaine are smuggled into America by the ton, in the
hulls of ships and the bellies of jet aircraft. It is obvious
that we must rea;h out to other governments, to cooperate and to

coordinate our actions if we are to stem these rivers of poison.

As Vice President,'I went to Latin America to forge an
alliance against the drug trade. Dick Thornburgh will continue
this effort when he leaves Sunday on a fact-finding mission to

three Latin American nations -~ Colombia, Bolivia and Peru.
Dick goes to Latin America not to lecture, but to learn; not
to scapegoat, but to support. We acknowledge that the drug

problem in America is driven by demand.

-MORE-~
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Dick will tell these three governments that the American
people are adopting a tough zero tolerance policy. Since 1981,
the U.S. federal anti~drug budget has grown by nearly 370
percent. But more is needed, and that is why I have proposed
$6 billion in 1990 for prevention, treatment and enforcement.
More than $4 billion is to be provided in grants to state and

local law enforcement agencies alone.

And no expenditures can match the gradual hardening of the

American attitude against so-called casual drug abuse.

But even this is not enough. Dick will impress upon fhese 
‘three.gbvernments the neéd fdr theﬁ to stop supply as we-dry up
demand. He will pledge to them our support in their

life-or-death struggle against the international drug cartels.

These governments can go to the source. These governments
can smash drug laboratories by the dozens, and uproot cocoa plants
by the millions. Together, we can raise the cost
of business for the drug lords to an intolerable level.

Together, we can create an interdiction effort that is as

international as the drug trade itself.

-MORE-
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Let us never forget that many brave men and women in Latin
America have already given their lives to do just this. Many
more live under the constant threat of assassination. Nor we

will forget (name), an American D.E.A. agent who lost his life in

this same war. We are fighting a war without boundaries, in

which every nation must be an aily.
In this global struégle, history offers us a lesson.

During the last century, another nation -- Great Britain --
declared that slavery was immoral, and that the selling of human

beings had to end.

The world viewed such declarations as utopian. The
doubters, the cynics, the naysayers said that there were too many
powerful people getting too rich from Slavery. True, the British
Navy could harass the slavers. But it was believed that they

could never put the slave trade out of business.

-MORE-
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And yet, well before the end of the century, the oceans of
the world had seen the last slaving ship set sail. World
intolerance grew until slaving ships could no longer find an open
port. The indignation of a few committed people moved

governments, and then moved the world.

Today, the oceans and airways of the world are transporting
a different kind of trade that results in a more subtle form of
slavery. My friends, we will not defeat the drug lords tomorrow.
We will not defeat them next year or in the year after that. But
with the cooperation of principled people in neighboring nations,

we will fight, and we_will'n¢t stop short of victory . . .

This is the message I want Dick to convey to the Justice
Ministers of Latin America. Bill Bennett and I look forward to
hearing his report. I am confident that Dick will do a splendid
job. And I want him to know that helleaves with the heartfelt
thanks of us all.
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Feb. 22, 1989

MEMORANDUM

To: CHRISS WINSTON

From: MARK W. DAVIS

Re: Background on A.G. send-off

According to Julie Andrews at the Department of Justice, the
Attorney-General will travel to Bogata, Colombia; La Paz,
Bolivia; and Lima, Peru. President Bush is currently scheduled
to preside over the A.G.’s send-off ceremony on March 3.

Ambassador David Miller of the N.S.C. stressed the need to refer
to the Attorney-General’s trip as a "fact-finding" mission to

minimize the deluge of requests for money and hardware from the
three governments.

Bob Pastereno of the N.S.C. also recommended that we praise the
brave men and women of those countries who run such terrible
risks by fighting the drug cartels (as do our own D.E.A.
undercover agents). However, he stressed we should avoid
mentioning the names of any Latin American crime fighters, lest
we be embarrassed down the road by a revelation of dishonesty.
Pastereno also said that these governments are inclined to seek

offense where none is intended. His advice: "The less said, the
better."

David Tell with Bill Bennett stressed that this is a very
sensitive time for his boss. This will be the same week Bennett
goes to the Hill, and Congress will be keen to prove that the
President’s new drug czar is out of the loop. He recommended we
avoid this by noting that Bill Bennett and the President will
meet with Thornburgh before his departure, and look forward to
hearing his report upon his return.

-MORE-
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Doug Wead and Sharee Sanchez of Public Liaison believe the
President will want to refer to his vice-president trip to Latin
America as a turning point in regional attitudes.

Dick Weatherby of Justice recommended. a mention of the U.N.
Convention signed last December by the Attorney-General on behalf
of the United States, along with the signatories of dozens of
other nations. This document puts these nations on record as
being committed to international cooperation against drug
traffickers. - He recommended that the President prompt these
nations to ratify the Convention as soon as possible.

Everyone I spoke with was in agreement that cooperation is the
principal theme. We should avoid the appearance of dealing with
these countries in a heavy-handed manner. The President can best
do this by recogn1z1ng that there is a problem with the demand
side (the United States), as well as with supply (Latin America).



PRESIDENT BusH/3/3/89
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Thornburgh Send-off

Good afternoon.

As you know, I just had a working lunch with
Attorney-General Thornburgh, General Scowcroft, Secretary Baker
and the man Congress will soon confirm as America’s

new drug czar -- my good friend Bill Bennett.

The subject of our discussion was a critical national
security issue -- how to combat an enemy that subverts our youth

and threatens to destroy our American future.

Yes, I am referring to drug abuse. Yes, I consider it to be
a national security crisis. I have called drug abuse a scourge,
because that is what it is -- a contamination of the blood, the

body and the very soul of America.

When a nation is engaged in a mortal struggle, cooperation
is the key to victory. I am deeply moved by the unity and

determination of my advisors to fight the drug trade.

-MORE-



PRESIDENT BusH/3/3/89 :
DrRAFT/2/24/8:30 A.M. PAGE 2

But the scope of our cooperative effort must be global.
Heroin and cocaine are smuggled into America by the ton, in the
hulls of ships and the bellies of jet aircraft. It is obvious
that we must reach out to other governments, to coopérate and to

coordinate our actions if we are to stem these rivers of poison.

As Vice President, I went to Latin America to forge an
alliance against the drug trade. Dick Thornburgh will continue
this effort when he leaves Sunday on a fact-finding mission to

three Latin American nations -- Colombia, Bolivia and Peru.
Dick goes to Latin America not to lecture, but to learn; not
to scapegoat, but to support. We acknowledge that the drug

problem in America is driven by demand.

-MORE-
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Dick will tell these three governments that the American
people are adopting a tough zero tolerance policy. Since 1981,
the U.S. federal anti—drué budget has grown by nearly 370
percent. But more is néeded, and that is why I have proposed
$6 billion in 1990 for prevention, treatment and enforcement.

More than $4 billion is to be provided in grants to state and

local law enforcement agencies alone.

And no expenditures can match the gradual hardening of the

American attitude against so-called casual drug abuse.

But even this is not enough. Dick will impress upon these
three governments the need for them to stop supply as we dry up
demand. He will pledge to them our support in their

life-or-death struggle against the international drug cartels.

These governmgnts can go to the source. These governments
can smash drug laboratories by the dozens, and uproot cocoa plants
by the millions. Together, we can raise the cost
of business for the drug lords to an intolerable level.

Together, we can create an interdiction effort that is as

international as the drug trade itself.

'—MORE-
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Let us never forget that many brave men and women in Latin
America have already given their lives to do just this. Many
more live under the constant threat of assassination. Nor we
will forget (name), an American D.E.A. agent who lost his life in
this same war. We are fighting a war without boundaries, in

which every nation must be an ally.
In this global struggle, history offers us a lesson.

During the last century, another nation -- Great Britain --

declared that slavery was immoral, and that the selling of human

beings had to end.

The world viewed such declarations as utopian. The
doubters, the cynics, the naysayers said that there were too many
powerful people getting too rich from slavery. True, the British
Navy could harass the slavers. But it was believed that they

could never put the slavé trade out of business.

-MORE-
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And yet, well before the end of the century, the oceans of
the world had seen the last slaving ship set sail. World
intolerance grew until slaving ships could no longer find an open
port. The indignation of a few committed people moved

governments, and then moved the world.

Today, the oceans and airways of the world are transporting
a different kind of trade that results in a more subtle form of
slavery. My friends, we will not defeat the drug lords tomorrow.
We will not defeat them next year or in the year after that. But
with the cooperation of principled people in neighboring nations,

we will fight, and we will not stop at any point short of victory

This is the message I want Dick to convey to the Justice
Ministers of Latin America. Bill Bennett and I look forward to
hearing his report. I am confident that Dick will do a splendid

job. And I want him to know that he leaves with the heartfelt
thanks of us all.
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When a nation is engaged in a mortal struggle, cooperation
is the key to victory. I am deeply moved by the unity and

determination of this nation to fight the drug trade.
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But the scope of our cooperative effort must be global.
Heroin and cocaine are smuggled into America by=the=tor, in the
hulls of ships and the bellies of jet aircraft. It is obvious
that we must reach out to other governments, .to cooperate and to
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As Vice President, I went to Latin America to forge an -
alliance against the drug trade. Dick Thornburgh will continue
this effoxt when he leaves Sunday on a fact-finding mission to
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boundaries, in which every nation must be an ally.

In this global struggl offers us a lesson.
During the last century,”anpother nation -- Great Britain --
declared that slavery was/immoral, and that the selling of human

beings had to end.

The world viewed such\declarations as utopian. The
doubters, the cynics, the naysayers said that there were too many
powerful people getting £0o rich from slavery. True, the British
Navy could harass the/lavers, But it was believed that they
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And yet, well before the erild of the century, the oceans of
the world had seen the last flaving ship set sail. World
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port. The indignation ,06f a few\committed people moved
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Today, the oceans and airways of the world are transporting
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This is the message I want Dick to convey to the Justice
Ministers of Latin America. Bill Bennett and I look forward to
hearing his report. I am confident that Dick will do a splendid
job. And I want him to know that he leaves with the heartfelt
thanks of us all.
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Attorney General Dick Thornburgh leaves today on a fact-
finding mission to South America to discuss cooperative efforts
in the war against drugs.

He will be visiting Bolivia, Peru and Colombia.

”"This trip has been scheduled to allow me to talk directly
with the leaders of these nations about our cooperative drug law
enforcement efforts,” Thornburgh said. “”These are programs which
we need to continue and to strengthen.”

”"As the United States steps up our efforts to reduce demand
for illegal drugs, we must also push ahead with the reduction of
the supply. Only through both efforts will we have success in
the war against what President Bush has rightly called ‘the
scourge of drugs,’” Thornburgh said.

Upon his return Friday, the Attorney General will brief
President Bush and William Bennett, the director-designafe of the
Office of National Drug Control Policy, on his initial findings.

Thornburgh will be accompanied by Jack Lawn, administrator
of the Drug Enforcement Agency, and Robert S. Ross, JXi,

executive assistant to the Attorney General.

(MORE)



Tuesday, March 7, Thornburgh and his party will meet with
President Paz Estenssoro of Bolivia, Supreme Court Chief Justice
Oblitas and other military and law enforcement officials. He
will also address a meeting of fhe United Nations Fund for Drug
Abuse and Control.

Wednesday, March 8, they will meet with President Alan
Garcia of Peru, Interior Minister Armando Villanueva and other
officials.

Oon Thursday, March 9, the group will meet with Colombia
President Virgilio Barco and with ieaders of the Colombian
defense department, the national police and the anti-drug
program.
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