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SUGGESTED REMARKS
FOR PRESIDENT BUSH
MITTERRAND TOAST

FEBRUARY 23, 1989

Mr. President, Honored Guests: It is a pleasure for me to be
able to meet with you in Japan, although we are here on a solemn

occasion, marking the passing of an era.

This is our first meeting of 1989, Mr. President. This year
France--and the United States--celebrate the bicentennial of the
French Revolution and the Rights of Man. These events of the late
Eighteenth Century cemented a unique partnership between our two

countries, one based on shared traditions, values, and history.

In 1789, the Declaration of the Rights of Man and our own
Bill of Rights inspired the citizens ,of our two democracies. And
for 200 years they have inspired countless individuals and

nations fighting for their political and civil rights.

- We know that there are still millions of people who are
denied the benefits of government by popular consent and respect
for the rights of the individual. We must remain for them Beacons

of Liberty, committed to the defense of those basic principles



which bind our two countries together.

By our own enlightened defense of human dignity and
democratic values, we who have fought together to defend those
principles will continue to light the paths of those yet not

free.

This 200-year-o0ld commitment to freedom is the true éenius
of France, and its greatness as a people. For liberty begets free
expression; it touches the deepest recesses of the heart. Think
of Camus, Cezanne, Pasteur, Bizet. Remember Moliefe, de Gaulle,
and Victor Hugo. They made our world a better, more ennobling
place.

In coming years, more than ever, that world will need La
Coeur de France--uniting the continent, upholding its democratic

ideals, and enriching East-West relations.

As you do, America will join you. Let us enlarge our own
economggé, and expand the world’s economy. Let us further ties in

the political, cultural, scientific, and technological fields.

In speaking of America, the Marquis de Lafayette once said,

"What charms me most is, all the citizens are brethren."
Mr. President, you are our brethren, just as we are yours.

In that spirit, I ask all of you to join in a toast to the
health of President Mitterrand, and to the long and treasured

-

friendship between our nations.

\, .\/.'Ve. lee Fyro—esa .
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FUTURE, THE

9253. You can hardly make a friend in a year, but you can easily
offend one in an hour.
—Chinese

9254.. Just as tall trees are known by their shadows, so are good
men known by their enemies.
—Chinese

9255. An act by which we make one friend and one enemy is a
losing game, because revenge is more active than gratitude.

Future, The

956. He that will not look forward must look behind.

—Gaelic

257. To worry about tomorrow is to be unhappy today.
9258. One generation plants the trees . . . another gets the shade.

—Chinese

G
Gambling

9259, Losing comes of winning money.

—Chinese
260. There isno better gambling than not to gamble.

—German

Genius

261. Oddities and singularities of behavior may attend genius,
but they are its blemishes.

Gentleman

262. When two men quarrel, he who is first silent, is the greater
gentleman.

26

Gift—Gifts
263. Giftssho
264.. Whatis’

Giving
9265. A shrouc
266. Noman
267. Adgiftlo
268. Muchis
269. Askthy
270. Hewhe
971. When
2792. Ifever
273. Abito

roses.

274, They s
nothing.
275, What]
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(Smith)
February 17, 1989
4:00 p.m.
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MITTERRAND TOAST

TOKYO, JAPAN
FEBRUARY 23, 1989

Mr. President, honored guests: It is a pleasure for me to
be able to meet with you in Japan, although we are here on a
solemn occasion, marking the passing of an era.

This is our first meeting of 1989, Mr. President. This year
France and the United States celebrate the bicentennial of the
French Revolution and the Rights of Man. These events of the
late Eighteenth Century cemented a unique partnership between our
two countries, one based on shared traditions, values, and
history.

In 1789, the Declaration of the Rights of Man and our own
Bill of Rights inspired the citizens of our two democracies. And
for 200 years, they have inspired countless individuals and
nations fighting for their political and civil rights.

We know that there are still millions of people who are
denied the benefits of government by popular consent and respect
for the rights of the individual. We must remain for them
beacons of liberty, committed to the defense of those basic
principles that bind our two countries together.

By our own enlightened defense of human dignity and

democratic values, we who have fought together to defend those



principles will continue to.Iight the paths of those yet not
free.

In coming years, more than ever, that world will need
La Coeur de France -- upholding_its democratic ideals.

As you do, America will join you.' Let us enlarge our own
economies, and expand the world’s economy. Let us develop
further ties in the political, cultural, scientific, and
technological fields.

In speaking of America, the Marquis de Lafayette once said,
"What charms me most is, all the citizens are brethren."

| Mr. President, the people of France are our brethren, just
as we are yours.

In that spirit, I ask all of you to join in a toast to the
health of President Mitterrand, and to the long and treasured
friendship between our nations.

Vive la France!
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(Smith)
February 16, 1989
7:00 p.m.

SUGGESTED REMARKS
MITTERAND TOAST
FEBRUARY 23, 1989

Mr. President, honored guests: It is a pleasure for me to
1

vV
be able to meet with you in Japan, although we are here on a
L v
solemn occasion, marking the passing of an era.

L v v v
This is our first meeting of 1989, Mr. President. This year
l/ V/ [
France and the United States celebrate the bicentennial of the
4 v’ L 7 v
French Revolution and the Rights of Man. These events of the
v’ v’

}
late Eighteenth Century cemented a unique partnership between our
v & 1 4
two countries, one based on shared traditions, values, and

L

history.

In 1789, the Declaration of the Rigﬁts of Man and our own

v

Bili of Rights inspired the citizens of our two democracies. And
for 260 yéérs, they have inspired countless individuals and
nations fighting for their political and civil rights.

We know that there are still millions of people who are
denied the benefits of government by popular consent and respect
for the rights of the individual. We must remain for them
beacons of liberty, committed to the defense of those basic
principles that bind our two countries together.

By our own enlightened defense of human dignity and

democratic values, we who have fought together to defend those



\,
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principles will continue to light the paths of those yet not

S e v/ e

This 200-year-old commitment to freedom is the true genius

free.

of France, and its greatness as a people. For liberty qug s
free expression; it touches the deepest recégﬁes of the heart.
Think of Camus, Cezaﬂg;, Pastéﬁr, Biggé. Remember Molfgre,

de Gaulgé, and Victor Hugo. They made our world a better, more

ennobling place.

In coming years, more than ever, that world will need
|V Y N4 -

ﬁgLa Coeur de France -- uniting the continent, upholding its
democratic ideals, and enriching East-West relations. 1

_ A
As you do, America will join you. Let us enlargezsgimg%SQdeﬁﬂ
economies, and expand the world's economy. Let us further ties
in the political, cultural, scientific, and,technoiogical Eields.
In speaking_of America, the Marqugg dé/Lafgyette once said,
}TWhat charms me most.is, all the citizens are brethren."
Mr. President, you are our brethereh, just as we are yours.
In that spirit, I ask all of you to join in a toast to the
health of P;esiéé;t Mitterand, and to the long and treasured

friendship between our nations.

§Lyive la France!
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\\\;;I%;fé the true genius of France, and its greatness as a

people. For liberty begets free expression; it touches the

deepest recesses of the heart. Think of Camus, Cezanne, Pasteur,
Bizet. Remember Moliere, de Gaulle, and Victor Hugo. Fhey—were
French, and-bueyed—all—eof-Europe. They made our world a better,
more ennobling place.

In coming years, more than ever, that world will need La
Coeur de France._Mx*—Pses&dent,_xnn_can_ha&p un1t7 Qhe cont1nen§)
—~You—ean upholdylts democratic principles, and enrich Zast—West
relations. And,in-this;—the—40th anniversary QfHNATO,.yoawcaﬂ“;;;l

preserve it-as an instrument—of-peace.
et
As you do, America will join you. LetMuSﬂ¥HE¥35éé Pitatersal

B

,1n&Qiiﬂﬂﬁ_aadhmutua;»&nterdéﬁéﬁaaﬁae. Let us enlarge our own
economies, and expand the worlQﬁeconomy,ae-i-go. Let us further

ties in the political, cultural, scientific, and technological
fields.
Mr. President, I have known-you, now, for many years. I have
seen you lead a nation--wisely, valiantly. This is our first
~meeting of 1989. We will meet again, and soon.
I\}eok~£orwardﬂtcwthat~occasien7~and let-me~close wWith these
S Crte S A (P
~-words—of—the- Marquis de Lafayett\q Speaking of Amerlce?, he said:
"What charms me most is, all the citizens are brethren."
Mr. President, you are our brethren, just as we are yours.
In that spirit, I ask all of you to join in a toast to the

WL( //:" Coen—& ‘/Z(M"’"'f/k
health of Pres1dent Mltterragg and to~a&i of our friends from

FUAn '/"-"‘«“ 0{ Ve € . &7) J
Z/ France—-and-the Unlted States. Please—Joimmeinm raising our

glasses-to-the President—of the Republic—of-Franee =

Vive le 720



(Smith)
February 17, 1989
4:00 p.m. .

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MITTERRAND TOAST
- TOKYO, JAPAN
FEBRUARY 23, 1989

Mr. President, honored guests: It is a pleasure for me to:
be able to meet with ybu in Japan, although we are here on a
solemn occasion, marking the passing of an era.

_.Thié is our first meeting of 1989, Mr. President. Thié year
France and.the United States‘celebraﬁe the bicentennial of the
French Revolution and the Righté 6f Man. These events of the
late Eighteenth Centﬁry”cemented a uniéue partnership between'éur
two countries, one based on shared traditipns, values, and
history. |

In 1789, the Declaration 6f the Rights of Man and our own
Bill of Riths inspired the citizgns of our two democracies. And
for 200 years, they have inspired countless individuals and
nations fighting for their political and civii rights.

We know that there are still millions of people who are
denied the benefits of government by popular consent and respect
for the rights of the individual. We must remain for them
beacqns of liberty, committed to the defense of those basic
prinéiples that bind our two countries together.

By our own enlightened defense of'human.dignity and

democratic values, we who have fought together to defend those



>

principles will continue to:light the paths of those yet not

" free.

In coming years, more than ever, that world will need
La Coeur de France =-- upholding its democratic ideals.
As you do, America will join you. Let us enlarge our own

economies, and expand the world’s economy. Let us develop

.further ties in the political, cultural, scientific, and

technological fields.

In speaking of America, the Marquis de Lafayetté-once said,
"What charms me most is, all the citizens are brethren." .

Mr. President, the people of France are our brethren, just
as we are yoﬁrs. | |

In that spirit, I ask all of you to join in a toast'to the
health of President Mitterrand, and to the long and treasured
friendship between our nations.

Vive la France!
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PROPOSED REMARKS FOR THE PRESIDENT'S LUNCH
WITH PRESIDENT MITTERRAND
FEBRUARY 23, 1989

Mr. President, Honored Guests: It is a pleasure for me to
(E) be able to meet with you in Japan, although we are here on a

solemn occasion, marking the passing of an era.

This is our first meeting of 1989, Mr. President. This
year France -- and the United States -- celebrate the
bicentennial of the French Revolution andlthe Rights of Man.

(fga These events of the late eighteenth century cemented a unique
partnership between our two countries, one based on shared
traditions, valugs and history.

/ﬂhe Declaratlon of the Rights of Man ampd—the—Citigenr—is—a—

(i§;> key_h¢stopkca&—event—o£~tha;_perlod.awihis—ﬁeeia&a%*eanrwhtthmd;) A

St ety s S0

was—followed~atmost-—simultaneousdy-by_our own.Bill of Rightsy,

Fn.200 e f
-hras” inspired countless individuals and nations fighting for

their political and civil rights.

who are denied the benefits of a government by popular consent

Dem@mber that there are still-millions of people

and respect for the rights of the individual. We must remain

— for them Beacons of Liberty, committed to the defense of those




_Vive La France.

basic principles which have bound our two countries together .

for _more than _two_ hunndred.years.,. By our own enlightened
defense of human dignity and democratic values, we who have
fought together to defend these principles will continue to

illuminate the paths of those not yet fre§;

Sq I ask all of you_to join with me and raise a glass to

e

our—long and treasured ftiendshipy—and—to-.0Ur _common goals.

—



Suggested Remarks
for President Bush
Mitterand Toast
February 23, I989

Mr. President and our very distinguished guests from France and the United
States:’

We gather here in sadness—-but also in Thanksgiving. We mourn the death of
Emperor leohlto——but we are grateful for his llfe

wgﬁbfﬁfuck-by—severairth1ngs kk(

’ He was gentle and self—effac;jg. He believed in faith, family, and
the dignity of work. knew that what we are matters more than
what we have. And he welcomed the emerging breeze of freedom and democracy.

Two hundred years ago, Mr. President, we, too, inherited that wind.

For it was in I789 that France celebrated the French Revolution and the Rights
of Man, and that America authored the Bill of Rights: Events which lit the
world, eaﬂﬁbiﬁ&fﬁéﬁ:'and forged our Franco-American alliance.

Today, we salute that past, one based on shared tradition, values, and
history. We are friends, and will endure so. But it is the future which lures
us, always, into the sun-lit frontiers of discovery. Our goal is peace, and
must remain so: Peace in. Europe, peace in the Pacific, peace amon e children
of the globe. <

. You know, Mr. President, I'll let you in on a secret: This 1g one Texan
who loves French food. Yet thatls—net—ocur only inheritance. America‘loves French
music, commerce, culture, art. And lest we forget: Without the help that a young
Ametica received from France, we might not be here today. For our greatest debt
Lo-—yew is liberty: To hate-eppressiomy to enhance government by popular consent,
and to ensure the rights of the individual. R S

This is the true genius of Fr. its greatness as a Nation.

For liberty begets free expression; it touches the deepest recesses of the
heart. Think of Camus, Cez 7 Pasteur, Bizet. Remember Moliere, de Gaulle, and
Victor Hugo. They were Frefich, and enriched all OE Europe. They made: our world
a better, fairer, richer place. b

In coming years, more than ever at world will n Ia Coeur de France. ;9«—’
Mr. President, you can help unite the”“continent, and uptold its hamaﬂeéegayefiﬁﬁ%
democratic principles. You can uptift East-West relafions, and 1n thlS, the 40th
anniversary of NATO, gdxd that council's isrevocabl¥Tties.

And as you do, Amexica will join you. et us|increase bilateral relations
and mutual interdependenced Let us enlarge our own -gonomlcs, and expand the world
economy at large. Let—us—buoythe-envirenment—andemilore—the-outer reaches of outer
spacen And let us further tips in the political, cul \nal eecnamic, scientific,

oats Qe \ i

Mr. Pre51dent, I have khown you, now, for many years. I have seen you
lead a Nation——wisely*‘ aliantlye and—with—e =r=~~ﬁv*"'d courage. This is our first
meeting of I1989. We wi}l meet adain, and soon.

I look forward/to that ocdasion, and let me ledve you with these words of
the Marquis de Iafayette.Speaking\of America, he said:\"What charms we most is,
all the citizens are/ brethren."

Mr. Presid , You are our bkethren, just as we are yours.

' In that spifit, I ask all of you to join in a toast to the health of President
Mitterand, and to/all of our friends \from: France and the Ugited States. Please join
me in raising yoyr glasses to the Pregident of the Republic\of France.

M P‘E‘M Ry A~ert foser
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Mr. Prime-Mimtster and our very distinguished guests from Japesm and the
United States: 4 e M

We ggéaer here in sadness--but alsc? in ;a‘brbnde Q we mourn the és'rng

of Emperor Hirohito--but or-both-sides—ef—the—Atdestic, we are grateful for
his life. N

Your leader reigned for 62 years, and became their embodiment: the
symbol of a people. JFwm&-

I/H@ew/i-m’ra's'a friend and colleague, and was struck by several
things. /e was gentle amd self-effacing. He believed in faith, family, and
the dignity of work. fie knew that what we are matters more than what we have.

gversaw a tidal change in Japanese-American relagions: from emmity to
amity; fr ict to cooperation. — s"’"“"*“?"? "

Let us teday, then, build on his beginnings. For Emperor flirohito
knew fae-we—rmst—mbso that we are allies, and must endure so. Our goal is
peace, and must remain so.

Gan_we _succeed?2 QOf course;—we—ean.
Can we erect-not-merely peace in our time, but for generations
i) ¥ R
yet unborn? Of cour P N
/

W to meet, let usmeet—them—
lLet us increase bilateral relations and mutual interdependence.
Let us enlarge our own economies, and expand the world economy at large.

ILet us enrich the environment, create free trade that is fair trade,
amd explore the outer reaches of outer space. And let us further ties in
the political, cultural, economic, scientific, and technological fields: _
ties based on more than I00 years of association, and whose foundation s res!

based—on trust. N a4 s Lz
And as we do, let us recall t what diviades us—--lahguage
ocean; Q&d‘-mwhﬁe?m-mgﬂv mem. ' t - an-éfﬁ\ﬂﬁ‘g-' —g ;lsm

; a vast
. _— paite
with that unites us: Civility, self-discipline, the rule of law, and be??f“ln
an ' rertd selves: S savmetss 1)
Japan is a land of myth and lyric poetry. So is the United States. bt M
Japanese believe--believe deeply—-in@ tradition, and the
sanctity of the individual. So do Americans. ~—
Both peoples love literature and animals and that obsession called
television. Each, to keep priorities straight, reveres baseball as the national
pastime.
But above all, perhaps, both Japan and America find greatness--
genius--in their good, quiet, decent people: People who ask government not to
subsidize their lives, only to go their own way--kindly, charitably--with the

self-respect and dignity they deserve. ol S
This, your Emperor knew in life--that ple, even more thaprulers,
make a Nation capable of the most seaagu:xg—-aﬁd6 uncommon deeds. And{this, even

now, , proclaims in death: That dreams can become reality; apd that e—g&s—t—upbolL
f freedom and democracy A~ sav + L0 Ue . >
A Japanese proverb observes, "life without endeavor@ike enteringd i

a jewel-mine and coming out W.J'_—_s) P e L o O
VR (Mr. Prime Minister, Zndeavor 1S our means. Our end is—a better; fairer,
richer-werld. It _us—use our hands te,reach that end; for while as allies, we
have bequn well, we have only begun. Yes, we have done much, but there remains—-
will alwax’'s be-—much more left to do. Cen :
n that spirit, I ask all of yo join in a toast to the health of
Japanese friends, and our American

dw on
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B THR PRESIDENT AND . BUSH JAPAN
FEBRUARY 22 - 25, 1989

Wednesday, February 22, 1989

6:3C am Depart Andrews AFB en route Elmendorf AFB,
Anchorage, Alaska

(Plying Time: 7 Hours 30 Minutes)
(Time Change: Back 4 Hours)

10:00 am Arrive Elmendorf AFB, Anchorage, Alaska
(2:00 pm EST)

(Refuel: 1 Hour 30 Minutes)
11:30 am Depart Elmendorf AFB en route Tokyo, Japan

(Plying Time: 7 Hours 40 Minutes)
(Time Change: Ahead 18 Hours)

(CROSS INTERNATIONAL DATELINE)
Thursda Februa 2 1
1:10 pm Arrive Haneda Airport, Tokyo, Japan
(11:10 pm on
2/22/89 EST)
1:20 pm Depart Haneda Airport en route Hotel Okura
1:35 pm Arrive Hotel Okura
2:00 pm Participate in Luncheon with President Mitterand
3:30 p= Conclude Luncheon
3:45 pm~ Depart Hotel Okura en route Akasaka Palace
3:55 pm Arrive Akasaka Palace for Call on Prime Minister
Takeshita
4:35 pm Depart Akasaka Palace en route Hotel Okura
4:45 pm Arrive Hotel Okura

(PRIVATE TIMEB: 1 HOUR 15 MINUTES)



G:OO-BIQE;’ Participate in Bilaterals

=" v&U’j
9:00 &: Conclude Bilaterals SSers — § L2 C7
/———————J
- [E=Sty
Friday, February 24, 1 i LA

ot~ :
(PERSONAL STAFF TIME) (:EEEE::>

9:45 am Depart Hotel Okura en route Shinjuku Park
10:00 am Arrive Shinjuku Park for Funeral Ceremony
10:10 am Ceremony of Imperial House begins
11:45 am Ceremony concludes
11:55 am Ceremony of State begins
12:50 pm Depart Shinjuku Park en route Hotel Okura
1:05 pm Arrive Hotel Okura
(PRIVATE TIME: 1 HOUR 55 MINUTES)
3:00 pm Participate in Bilaterals
6:00 pm Conclude Bilaterals
(PRIVATE TIME: 1 HOUR)
7:00 pm Depart Hotel Okura en route Akasaka Palace
7:15 pm afziv‘ Akasaka Palace for Prime Minister’'s 4;
ption
7:45 pm Depart Akasaka Palace en route Hotel Okura
8:00 pm Arrive Hotel Okura for RON
Saturdave Pebruary 25, 1983
9:45 am Depart Hotel Okura en route Imperial Palace
9:55 am Arrive Imperial Palace for Audience with Emperoré?
10:15 am Depart Imperial Palace en route Hotel Okura
10:25 am Arrive Hotel Okura

(PRIVATE TIMB: 35 MINUTES)



11100 agi%... = Participate in Bilaterals

12:00§7§;¥__5; Conclude Bilaterals

12115 pm‘J\- Depart Hotel Okura en route Haneda Airport

12:30 pm Arrive Haneda Airport

12:45 pm Depart Tokyo, Japan en route Beijing, China e

(10:45 pm

on 2/24/89 EST) (Plying Time: 4 Hours 15 Minutes)
(Interchange: 30 Minutes) _ - ——

(Time Change: Back 1 Hour)
(Food Service: )




4:30 pm
(3330 am EST)
4345 pm

5:15 pm

6100 p=

6313 pm

Revised 2/6/89

SCHEDULE OF THE PRESIDENT AND MRS. BUSH
POR
BRIJING, CHINA
YEBRUARY 25 - 27, 1989

Arrive Beijing International Airport, Beijing,
China

Depart Beijing International Airport ea route
Diacyutai State Guest House

Arrive Diaoyutai State Guest House ﬁ
Note: Brief Greeting with official host-
expected

(PRIVATE TIME: 45 MINUTES)

Depart Diaoyutal State Guest House en routs
Great Hall of the People :

Arrive Great Hall of the People for Meeting and
Banquet with President Yang Shangkun

63120 pm Meeting begins
7:05 pm Banquet begins -

Depart Great Hall of the People en route Diacyutal
© State Guest House

Arrive Diaoyutai State Guest House for ROM

R Depart Diacyutai State Guest House en route

. Chongwenmen Protestant Chuxch

Arrive Chongwenmen Protestant church for Sexvice

Depart Chongwenmen Protestant Church en route
Great Eall of the Pecple

Arrive Great Hall of the Peocple and proceed to
TBED Eall for Bilateral Meeting with
Premier L1 Peng

S

1

5 ¢

-
S



101493 " Gonclude Meeting, depart TBD Hall, and proceed

to Pujian EHall.

10348 am Arrive Pujian Hall for Meeting and Banquet with
Y Chairman Deng Xiaoping

4
AY

10150 am Meeting begins
11150 am Luncheon begins

1:15 pa Depart Great Hall of the People en route
International Club
'9." 1:25 pm Arrive International Club for Drop-By
1140 pm Depart International Club en route Ambassador
Lord’s Residence
X 1145 pa Arrive Ambassador Lord’s Residence for Embassy
Community Greeting
2:20 pm Ambassador Lord’s Residence en route
Diaoyutal State Guest House
2135 pm Arrive Diaocyutai State Guest House
(PRIVATE TIME: 1 HOUR 30 MINUTES)
4:05 pm Depart Diaoyutai State Guest House en route
Great Hall of the People
4120 pm Arrive Great Hall of the People for Bilateral
Meeting with Party General Secrestary Zhao 2iyang
5:30 pm Depart Great Hall of the People en route Diacyutai
State Guest House
5:45 pallBE4 Arrive Diaoyutai State Guest House for Private
e Time
: (PRIVATE TIME: 45 MINUTES)
6:30 pm Depart Diacyutai State Guest House en route
- The Great Wall Sheraton Hotel
6:50 pm Arrive The Great Wall Sheraton Hotel for Dinnex
hosted by President Bush
/ S%'9300 pa Depart The Great Wall Sheraton Hotel em route
. I A/j ’ , Diaoyutai State Guest House

9:20 pa Arrive Diacyutai State Guest House for RON



Diacyutai State Guest House en route
Beijing International Airport

7:30 am Arrive Beijing Internmational Airport

7:45 am Depart Beijing, China en route Seoul, Korea
(Plying Time: 2 Hours 45 Minutes)
(Interchange: 30 Minutes)

(Time Changes Ahead 1 Hour)
(Pood Services




Ny b -

‘

!!!EL&IVB SCHEDULR OF THE PRESIDENT AND MRS. BUSH
fae- .

FOR
SEOUL, KOREA

RUARY 27, 1

12:15 pm Arrive K-16 Airport, Seoul, Korea.
(10:15 pm
on 2/26 EST)

12:25 pm Depart K-16 Airport via Marine One en route
Blue House.

(Plying Time: 20 Minutes)

12:45 pm Arrive Blue House for Meeting and Luncheon with

President Roh Tae Woo.

' 12:50 pm Meeting begins. p
1:15 pm Luncheon begins. 'ag
2:30 pm Depart Blue House via Marine One en route
National Assembly.

(Plying Time: 15 Minutes)

Ambassador’'s Residence.

(Plying Time: 10 Minutes)

3:40 pm Arrive Ambassador’'s Residence for American
Community Greeting.

Arrive Mational Assembly for Speech and Greotinqg§%
with Party Leaders. ﬂ“ﬁg{

Depart National Assembly via Marine One en route
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4:35 pm

4:45 pm
(2:45 am EST)

6:45 am
(10:45 am EST)

8:00 am
(12:00 pm EST)

6:30 pm
6:35 pm

6:45 pm

ccC?

' Depart Ambassador’s Residence via Marine One en

route K-16 Airport.
.(Plying Time: 15 Minutes)

Arrive K-16 Airport.

Depart Seoul, Korea en route Elmendorf,
AFB, Anchorage, Alaska

(Plying Time: 7 Hours 30 Minutes)
(Interchanges 30 Minutes)
(Time Change: Back 18 Hours)
(Pood Service: )
Arrive Blmendorf AFB, Anchorage, Alaska
(Refuel: 1 Hour 15 Minutes)
Depart Anchorage, Alaska en route Andrews AFB
(Plying Time: 6 Hours 30 Minutes)
(Interchange: None)
(Time Change: Ahead 4 Hours)
(Pood Service: )
Arrive Andrews AFB
Depart Andrews AFB en route white House
(Plying Time: 10 Minutes)

Arrive wWhite House

S. Studdert

J.

Keller

G. Fendler



MEMORANDUM

FROM:

SUBJECT:

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 10, 1989

FOR The Chief of Staff

Brent Scowcroft
David Bates
Richard Breeden
Andrew Card
James Cicconi
David Demarest
Marlin Fitzwater
Boyden Gray

Fred McClure
Bonnie Newman
Roger Porter
Steve Studdert
Chase Untermeyer

JOHN G. KELLER, JR. Sei("

Joe Hagin

Ed Rogers

Robert Guttman
Susan Porter Rose
Patty Presock

Tim McBride
Laurie Firestone
Tony Lopez

David Valdez

Jean Lamb
Speechwriting Office
USSS/PPD

WHCA Audio/Visual
WHCA Operations

DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND
DIRECTOR OF PRESIDENTIAL ADVANCE

TRIP OF THE PRESIDENT TO THE FAR EAST

For your use and planning purposes, the attached is a tentative
outline schedule for the Trip of the President to the Far East.

As you will see, departure is Wednesday, February 22, at 6:30 a.m.,

from Andrews Air Force Base. Please keep in mind that the

following information has not been finally approved.

Attachments



background

France

Official Name: French
Republic

United States Department of State

Bureau of Public Affairs

PROFILE

Geography

Area: 551,670 sq. km. (220,668 sq. mi.);
largest West European country, about four-
fifths the size of Texas. Cities: Capital—
Paris. Other cities—Marseille, Lyon,
Toulouse, Strasbourg, Nice, Bordeaux. Ter-
rain: Varied. Climate: Temperate; similar to
that of eastern US.

People

- Nationality: Noun—Frenchman(men);

adjective—French. Population: (1986 est.):
55,493,000. Annual growth rate (1986 est.):
0.4%. Ethnic groups: Celtic and Latin with
Teutonie, Slavie, North African, Indochinese,
and Basque minorities. Religion: Roman
Catholic 90%. Language: French. Educa-

 tion: Years compulsory—10. Literacy—99%.

Health: Infant mortality rate—8.2/1,000.
Work force (23.8 million, 1986):
Agriculture—8.3%. Industry and
commerce—45.2%. Services—46.5%.
Unemployment rate (1986): 10.7%.

Government

Type: Republic. Constitution: September 28,
1958.

Branches: Executive—president (chief of
state); prime minister (head of government).
Legislative—bicameral Parliament
(5677-member National Assembly,
315-member Senate). Judicial—Court of
Cassation (civil and criminal law), Council of
State (administrative court), Constitutional
Council (constitutional law).

Subdivisions: 22 administrative regions
containing 95 departments (metropolitan
France). Five overseas departments
(Guadeloupe, Martinique, French Guiana,
Reunion, and Saint-Pierre and Miquelon);
five overseas territories (New Caledonia,
French Polynesia, Wallis and Futuna

September 1987

Islands, and French Southern and Antarctic
Territories); and one special-status territory
(Mayotte).

Political parties: Socialist Party (PS),
Rally for the Republic (RPR—Gaullists/Con:
servatives), Union for French Democracy
(UDF—Center-Right), Communist Party
(PCF), National Front (FN), various minor .
parties. Suffrage: Universal over 18.

Defense (1987): 16.1% of central govern-
ment budget.

Flag: Three vertical stripes of blue,
white, and red.

Economy

GDP (1986): $724 billion. Avg, annual
growth rate (1986): 2.0%. Per capita in-
come (1986): $13,046. Avg. inflation rate
(1986): 2.5%.

Natural resources: Coal, iron ore, baux-
ite, fish, forests.

Agriculture: Products—beef, dairy prod-
ucts, cereals, sugar beets, potatoes, wine
grapes.

Industry: Types—steel, machinery, tex-
tiles and clothing, chemicals, food process-
ing, aircraft, electronics.

‘Trade (1986): Exports—(f.0.b.) $125
billion: machinery, foodstuffs, chemicals,
iron, steel, textiles. Imports—(f.0.b.) $125
billion: erude petroleum, machinery,
chemicals, iron and steel, textiles.
Partners—FRG, Belgium, Luxembourg,
Italy, US, UK, Netherlands, Japan.

Official exchange rate (1986 avg.): 6.93
francs=US$1; Jan.-June 1987, 6.07
francs=US$1.

Membership in International
Organizations

UN and most of its specialized and related
agencies, NATO, Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD),
Western European Union, European Com-
munities (EC), INTELSAT.
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GEOGRAPHY

France, the largest West European na-
tion, is two-thirds flat plains or gently
rolling hills and one-third mountainous.
A broad plain covers most of northern
and western France from the Belgian
border in the northeast to Bayonne in
the southwest and rises to uplands in
Normandy, Britanny, and the east. This
large plain is bounded on the south by
the steeply rising ridges of the
Pyrenees; on the southeast by the
mountainous plateau of the Massif Cen-
tral; and on the east by the rugged
Alps, the low ridges of the Jura, and
the rounded summits of the densely

forested Vosges. The principal rivers
are the Rhone in the south, the Loire
and the Garonne in the west, the Seine
in the north, and the Rhine, which
forms part of France’s border with the
Federal Republic of Germany, in the
east. :

Northern and western France
generally have cool winters and mild
summers. Southern France has a
Mediterranean climate, with hot sum-
mers and mild winters.

PEOPLE

Since prehistoric times, France has
been a crossroads of trade, travel, and
invasion. Three basic European
stocks—Celtic, Latin, and Teutonic—

have blended over the centuries to
make up its present population.

France’s birth rate was among the
highest in Europe from 1945 until the
late 1960s, when it began to decline.
The annual net increase of births over
deaths stood at 250,000-350,000 until
1974. Because of this growth and im-
migration, the population increased
from 41 million in 1946 to 53 million in
1977. In the past few years, the birth
rate has continued to fall but remains
higher than that of most other West
European countries.
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‘ Traditionally, France has had a high
level of immigration. About 3 million
people entered the country between the
two World Wars. After Algeria gained
independence in 1962, about 1 million
French citizens moved to France. Most
resident aliens are South Europeans
(52% of total) and North Africans (26%
of total), the two principal nationalities
being Portuguese and Algerian.

About 90% of the people are bap-
tized Roman Catholic, less than 2% are
Protestant, and about 1% are Jewish.
Over 1 million Muslims immigrated in
the 1960s and early 1970s from North
Africa, especially Algeria.

Education

Education is free beginning at age 3
and mandatory between ages 6 and 16.
The public education system is highly
centralized and has a budget amounting
to about 4.4% of the gross domestic
product. Private education is primarily
Roman Catholie.

Higher education in France, which
began with the founding of the Univer-
sity of Paris in 1150, enrolls about 1
million students in 69 universities in
continental France and an additional
60,000 in special schools, such as the
Grandes Ecoles and technical colleges.

L Language

The French language is descended from
the vernacular Latin spoken by the
Romans in Gaul. Although French in-
cludes many Celtic and Germanic
words, its structure and most of its
words derive from Latin. Since the
early Middle Ages, French has been an
international language.

Spoken around the world today,
French is a common second language
and, like English, is an official language
at the United Nations. In Africa, Asia,
the Pacific, and the West Indies, the
French language has been a unifying
factor, particularly in those countries
where it serves as the only common
language among a variety of indigenous
languages and dialects.

Cultural Achievements

Since the time of the Roman Empire,
France’s achievements in literature, the
arts, and science have influenced
Western culture. In architecture, the
Romanesque basilicas, soaring Gothic
cathedrals, the formal gardens of Ver-
sailles, the imperial design of Parisian
boulevards and squares, and the modern
designs of masters like Le Corbusier at-
test to France’s influence.

N -
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French painting has spanned the
centuries in greatness and includes such
names as Watteau (1684-1721), who
depicted the polished, elegant society of
his time; David (1748-1825), the
neoclassical artist of the Revolution and
Empire; Delacroix (1798-1863) the
romantic; the naturalists and realists
Corot (1796-1875), Millet (1814-75),
and Courbet (1819-77), who painted
realistic landscapes and scenes from
rural life; and the impressionists, in-
cluding Monet (1840-1926) and Renoir
(1841-1919), who explored light on can-
vas, and Cezanne (1839-1906), whose
ideas about the treatment of space and
dimension are at the base of 20th cen-
tury modern art. Other famous artists,
such as Van Gogh and Picasso, were
drawn to France from other countries.

In music, Berlioz (1803-69) in the
romantic period was followed by
Debussy (1862-1918) and Faure
(1845-1924), who were inspired by the
impressionist movement in painting. In
the 19th century, Bizet (1838-75) wrote
the opera Carmen, and Gounod
(1818-93) wrote Faust and Romeo and
Juliette. Chopin (1810-49), though born
in Poland, spent his adult life in Paris.

France has played a leading role in
the advancement of science. Descartes
(1596~1650) contributed to mathematics
and to the modern scientific method;
Lavoisier (1743-94) laid the fundamen-
tals of modern chemistry and physics;
Becquerel (1854-1912) and the Curies
jointly discovered radium and the prin-
ciple of radioactivity; and Pasteur
(1822-95) developed theories of germs
and vaccinations. Several important
French inventors were Daguerre
(1789-1851), a theatrical scenery
painter who invented the daguerrotype,
an early photograph; Braille (1809-52),
a blind teacher of the blind, after whom
is pamed the system of raised lettering
enabling the blind to read: and Bertillon
(1853-1914), an anthropologist and
criminologist who organized the finger-
print system of identification. In the
20th century, French scientists have
won a number of Nobel Prizes.

French literature is renowned from
the medieval romances of Marie de
France and Chretien de Troyes and the
poetry in Old French of Francois Villon
to the 20th century novelists Colette,
Proust, Sartre, and Camus. Over the in-
tervening centuries were the
Renaissance writers Rabelais (fiction),
Ronsard (poetry), and Montaigne
(essays); the 17th century classical
dramatists Corneille, Racine, and
Moliere; the 18th century philosophers

Montesquieu, Voltaire, and Jean-
Jacques Rousseau; the romantics Ger-
main de Stael, Victor Hugo, Alexandre
Dumas (father and son), and Alphonse
de Lamartine; 19th century novelists
Stendhal, George Sand, and Balzac;
realist Flaubert; naturalists Zola and
Baudelaire; and 19th century poets
Verlaine, Rimbaud, and Valery.
French filmmakers from Jean
Renoir to Francois Truffaut have won
acclaim over the past decades.

HISTORY

France was one of the earliest countries
to progress from feudalism into the era
of the nation-state. Its monarchs sur-
rounded themselves with capable
ministers, and French armies were
among the most disciplined and profes-
sional of their day. During the reign of
Louis XIV (1643-1715), France was the
preeminent power in Europe. But
Louis’ and his successors’ overly am--
bitious projects and military campaigns,
led to chronic financial problems for the
government in the 18th century.
Deteriorating economic conditions and
popular resentment against the com-
plicated system of privileges granted
the nobility and other favored groups
were principal causes of the French
Revolution (1789-94).

Although the revolution established
republican and egalitarian principles of
government, France reverted to forms
of absolute rule or constitutional monar-
chy four times—the Empire of
Napoleon, the Restoration of Louis
XVIII, the reign of Louis-Philippe, and
the Second Empire of Napoleon III.
After the Franco-Prussian War (1870),
the Third Republic was established and
lasted until the military defeat of 1940.

World War I brought great losses
of troops and materiel. In the 1920s,
France established an elaborate system
of border defenses (the Maginot Line)
and alliances to offset resurgent Ger-
man strength. France was defeated,
however, and occupied in 1940. Follow-
ing 4 years of occupation and strife,
Allied forces liberated France in 1944.
The nation emerged exhausted from
World War II and faced a series of new
problems.

After a short period of provisional
government, initially led by General
Charles de Gaulle, the Fourth Republic
was established under a new constitu-
tion with a parliamentary form of
government controlled by a series of
coalitions. The heterogeneous nature of
the coalitions and the lack of agreement
on measures for dealing with Indochina
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and Algeria caused successive cabinet
crises and changes of government. The
government structure finally collapsed
over the Algerian question on May 13,
1958. A threatened coup led Parliament
to call on General de Gaulle to head the
government and prevent civil war, He
became prime minister in June (at the
beginning of the Fifth Republic) and
was elected president in December.

On December 5, 1965, for the first
time in this century, the French people
went to the polls to elect a president by
direct ballot. General de Gaulle defeated
Francois Mitterrand with 55% of the
vote.

Student dissatisfaction and unrest
triggered major disturbances and na-
tionwide strikes in May .1968. Students
took over university buildings and bat-
tled police in Paris and other large
cities, and workers occupied factories
throughout the country. The economy
was grinding to a halt, and France
seemed on the brink of chaos. President
de Gaulle dissolved the National
Assembly, called for national elections,
and announced his intention to pursue a
policy of sweeping reform, based on the
principle of “participation.” The voters,
Jearing disorder and a possible com-
munist takeover, voted an overwhelm-
ing Gaullist majority into the National
Assembly.

In April 1969, President de Gaulle’s
government conducted a national
referendum on the creation of 21
regions with limited political powers.
On April 27, the government’s pro-
posals were defeated (48% in favor,
52% opposed), and President de Gaulle
resigned.

In 1969, a number of candidates
presented themselves in the election for
a-new president. Georges Pompidou, a
prime minister under de Gaulle, was
supported not only by the Gaullists but
also by their Independent Republic
allies and some Centrists and was
elected with a 58% majority of the
votes.

In 1971, Francois Mitterrand
assembled various socialist groups into
a new unified Socialist Party. The
socialists, led by Mitterrand, the Com-
munist Party (PCF), headed by Georges
Marchais, and a faction of the Radieal
Party reached agreement on a joint pro-
gram on which to base their campaign
for the March 1973 legislative elections.
The union of the left more than doubled
its assembly representation, and Mitter-
rand emerged from the campaign as the
left’s chief spokesman.

President Pompidou died in office
on April 2, 1974, and the race to suc-
ceed him split the ruling Gaullist coali-
tion. The UDR (Gaullist) Party selected
former Prime Minister Chaban-Delmas
as its candidate, but he was eliminated
in the first round of voting. Valery
Giscard d’Estaing, finance minister in
the Pompidou government and head of
the Gaullist-aligned Independent
Republicans, narrowly defeated Fran-
cois Mitterrand, who ran as the only
candidate of the left. On assuming of-
fice, Giscard d’Estaing became the first
non-Gaullist president of the Fifth
Republic. He appointed Gaullist Jacques
Chirac as prime minister to head a
government of Gaullists, Independent
Republicans, Centrists, and nonparty
technicians.

Policy differences between Presi-
dent Giscard d’Estaing and Chirac led
to the latter’s resignation in August
1976, although the Gaullist Party con-
tinued to support Chirac’s successor,
prominent international economist Ray-
mond Barre. Barre'’s appointment
marked the first time under the Fifth
Republic that neither the chief of state
nor the head of government was a
member of the Gaullist Party.

A communist-socialist coalition in-
tended to confront the parties of the
governing majority in the legislative
elections of March 1978. The com-
munists, a minority within this union of
the left, broke with the socialists by
demanding the right to receive key
ministries should the left win and by
calling for extensive nationalization of
industries. The breakup of the common
front contributed to the left’s defeat in
the March 1978 elections, with the
Giscard d’Estaing coalition winning
50.49% of the popular vote and electing
291 deputies to the National Assembly
compared to the left's 200.

In November 1980, Francois Mitter-
rand, after fending off a challenge to
his leadership, captured the nomination
as the Socialist Party’s presidential can-
didate. A bruising campaign, focusing
on the theme of rising unemployment,
pitted four principal candidates against
each other: Giscard d’Estaing, Jacques
Chirac, Francois Mitterrand, and Com-
munist Party chief Georges Marchais.
Giscard and Mitterrand emerged as the
finalists after a primary round on April
26, 1981, which also saw the Com-

_munist Party’s electoral strength re-

duced to 15% from the PCF’s tradi-
tional 20% of the vote. On May 18,
1981, Francois Mitterrand defeated
Giscard d’Estaing and was elected
president with 51.75% of the vote.

On assuming office on May 21,
1981, President Mitterrand named long-
time Socialist Party leader Pierre
Mauroy as his prime minister and im-
mediately dissolved the National
Assembly. New legislative elections
were held in June 1981, and Socialist
Party candidates and their allies cap-
tured 285 of the 491 parliamentary
seats, giving them absolute majority
control of the National Assembly. Com-
munists kept 44 of the 86 seats they
had held before the June elections. Four
communist ministers were appointed to
the government.

During the first year of his
presidency, Mitterrand enjoyed high -
public opinion ratings. As economic dif-
ficulties mounted, however, Mitterrand’s
popularity, along with that of the left in
general, declined precipitously to
historic lows of less than 30% approval.
In an attempt to reverse the economic
downswing, Mitterrand embarked in the
spring of 1982 with a stringent austeri-
ty program. Opposition in the govern-
ment to plans for further industrial
restructuring aimed at expanding
France's high technology base, while
streamlining and reducing the subsidy-
ridden “sunset” industries, led in July
1984 to a government reshuffle in
which Laurent Fabius replaced Mauroy
as prime minister, and the communists
withdrew in protest.

The French people went to the polls
on March 16, 1986, in legislative elec-
tions. The two major center-right
groups, the UDF and Chirac’s RPR,
captured a slim majority of seats in the
expanded 577-member National
Assembly. Mitterrand quickly named
Chirac his prime minister. A president
and a government of opposing political
views is unprecedented in the Fifth
Republic. The period before the 1988
presidential election will represent a
new departure in French government.

GOVERNMENT

The constitution of the Fifth Republic
was approved by public referendum on
September 28, 1958. It greatly
strengthened the authority of the ex-
ecutive in relation to Parliament. Under
the constitution, the president is elected
directly for a 7-year term. Presidential
arbitration assures regular functioning
of the public powers and the continuity
of the state. The president names the
prime minister, presides over the
Cabinet, commands the armed forces,
and concludes treaties. The president
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may submit questions to a national
referendum and can dissolve the Na-
tional Assembly. In certain emergency
situations, the president may assume
full powers. The president is thus the
dominant element in the constitutional
system.

Parliament meets in regular session
twice annually for a maximum of 3
months on each occasion. Special ses-
sions are common. Although parliamen-
tary powers are diminished from those
existing under the Fourth Republic, the
National Assembly can still cause a
government to fall if an absolute ma-
jority of the total Assembly membership
votes a censure motion.

The National Assembly is the prin-
cipal legislative body. Its deputies are
directly elected to 5-year terms, and all
seats are voted on in each election.
Senators are chosen by an electoral col-
lege for 9-year terms, and one-third of
the Senate is renewed every 3 years.
The Senate’s legislative powers are
limited, as the National Assembly has
the last word in the event of a disagree-
ment between the two houses. The
government has a strong influence in
shaping the agenda of Parliament. The
government can also link its life to any
legislative text, and unless a motion of
censure is introduced and voted, the
text is considered adopted without a
vote.

The most distinctive feature of the
French judicial system is that it is
divided into two categories: a regular
court system and a court system that
deals specifically with legal problems of
the French administration and its rela-
tion to the French citizen. The Court of
Cassation is the supreme court of ap-
peals in the regular court system; at
the top of the administrative courts is
the powerful Council of State.

Traditionally, decisionmaking in
France has been highly centralized,
with each of France’s departments
headed by a prefect appointed by the
central government. In 1982, the na-
tional government passed legislation to
decentralize authority by giving a wide
range of administrative and fiscal
powers to local elected officials. In
March 1986, regional councils were
directly elected for the first time.

Principal Government Officials

President—Francois Mitterrand

Prime Minister—Jacques Chirac

Minister-Delegate for Public Service
and Planning—Herve De Charette

Secretary of State for Human Rights—
Claude Malhuret

Secretary of State for Youth and
Sport—Christian Bergelin

President of the National Assembly—
Jacques Chaban-Delmas
President of the Senate—Alain Poher

Minister of State
Economy, Finance, and Privatization—
Edouard Balladur
Minister-Delegate for the Budget—
Alain Juppe
Minister-Delegate for Foreign
Trade—Michel Noir
Minister-Delegate for Adminis-
trative Reform—Camille Cabana
Minister-Delegate for Commerce
and Crafts—George Chavanes
Secretary of State for Competition
and Consumer Affairs—Jean
Arthuis

Ministers .
Justice—Albin Chalando
Defense—Andre Giraud
Culture and Communication—Francois
Leotard
Foreign Affairs—Jean-Bernard
Raimond
Secretary of State—Didier Bariani
Secretary of State for European
Affairs—Bernard Bosson
Interior—Charles Pasqua
Minister-Delegate for Security—
Robert Pandraud
Secretary of State for Local Collec-
tivities—Yves Galland
Equipment, Housing, Regional Develop-
ment, and Transport—Pierre
Mehaignerie
Minister-Delegate for Transport—
Jacques Douffiagues
Minister-Delegate for Environ-
ment—Alain Carignon
Overseas Departments and Territories—
Bernard Pons
Secretary of State for Southern
Pacific Problems—Gaston Flosse
National Education—Rene Monory
Minister-Delegate for Scientific
Research and Higher Education—
Jacques Valade

Secretary of State for Education—
Michele Alliot-Marie
Secretary of State for Vocational
Training—Nicole Cathala
Social Affairs and Employment—
Philippe Seguin
Secretary of State for Social
Security—Adrien Zeller
Industry, Posts and Telecommunica-
tions, and Tourism—Alain
Madelin
Secretary of State for Posts and
Telecommunications—Gerard
Longuet
Secretary of State for Tourism—
Jean-Jacques Descamps
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Agriculture—Francois Guillaume

Cooperation—Michel Aurillac

Relations with Parliament—Andre
Rossinot

Minister-Delegate for Health—Michele
Barzach

Secretary of State for War Veterans—
Georges Fontes

Secretary of State for Repatriates—
Andre Santini

Secretary of State for the Sea—
Ambroise Guellee :

Government Spokesman—Alain Juppe

Secretary-General of the Government
(Senior Civil Servant)—Renaud
Denoix de Saint Marc

Ambassador to the United States—
Emmanuel de Margerie

Ambassador to the United Nations—
Pierre Louis Blane

France maintains an embassy in the
United States at 4101 Reservoir Road
NW., Washington, D.C. 20007 (tel.
202-944-6000). Consulates are located
at Boston, Chicago, Detroit, Houston,
Los Angeles, New Orleans, New York;
San Francisco, and San Juan, Puerto
Rieo.

POLITICAL CONDITIONS

Four political groups dominate. In the
National Assembly, the RPR-UDF coali-
tion has 286 seats, and allied center-
right independents hold 6 additional
seats, bringing the government’s total
to 292. The Socialist Party holds 209
seats, and 7 center-left deputies are af-
filiated with the socialists. The Com-
munist Party holds 35 and the extreme-
right National Front 34 seats. The
Cabinet, headed by Prime Minister
Chirac, is composed of 41 ministers,
minister-delegates, and state
secretaries.

ECONOMY

France is one of the world's foremost
industrial and agricultural countries. It
has substantial agricultural resources, a
diversified modern industrial system,
and a highly skilled labor force.
Between 1959 and 1973, the
economy grew in real terms at an
average annual rate of 5.5%. In late
1974, following the energy crisis, the
economy experienced a steep downturn
accompanied by accelerated inflation,
rising unemployment, and large
balance-of-payments deficits. Real
growth since 1973 has averaged 2.4%.
In 1981, the election of a socialist presi-
dent and the ensuing parliamentary
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~West Ggrmany. However, for France to
recoup its market share, more invest-
ment is needed to modernize tech-

. nology, reorient production toward

more promising markets, and improve

sales and service networks.

FOREIGN RELATIONS

A charter member of the United Na-
tions, France holds one of the perma-
nent seats in the Security Council and
is 2 member of most of its specialized
and related agencies, including the UN
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO), the Interna-
tional Labor Organization (ILO), and
the World Health Organization (WHO).

Europe

France is a leader in Western Europe
because of its size, location, strong
economy, membership in European
organizations, strong military posture,
and energetic diplomacy. France has
worked to strengthen Europe’s economy
in general, in the framework of the EC.
France also attaches great importance
to its role in common European
defense, and views Franco-German
cooperation as the foundation of efforts
to enhance European security. As a ma-
jor player on the world scene, France
maintains contacts with the Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe, in the con-
text of its commitments to the Western

alliance.
\

Middle East

France supports the Israeli-Egyptian
peace treaty and Israel's right to exist
within secure boundaries. It also
believes in the necessity for a com-
prehensive Middle Eastern peace settle-
ment that would include Israel's
withdrawal from all occupied territories
and the establishment of a Palestinian
homeland. France continues its active
role in efforts to bring stability to the
Middle East, including a participation in
the Sinai Multinational Force and
Observers. In the summer of 1982,
France cooperated with the United
States, the United Kingdom, and Italy
in putting a muitinational force into
Beirut following the Israeli invasion. In
framing its policy in the Middle East,
France takes account of interests in en-
suring oil supplies and access to
markets.

France is currently deploying a car-
rier battle group, including mine-
sweepers and support vessels, as part
of its contribution to guaranteeing
freedom of navigation in the Persian
Gulf.

v

Travel Notes

Customs: All US citizens visiting France
need a visa. No vaccination is required.
Travelers must declare goods carried in hand

or in baggage and pass through customs
inspection.

Clothing: Clothing needs are similar to those
in Washington, DC.

Health: No special precautions are needed.
Standards of medical care are usually accept-
able. The American Hospital of Paris is
located at 63 Boulevard Victor-Hugo, 9200
Neuilly sur Seine (tel. 4747-5300).

’l_‘elecommunications: Domestic and interna-
tional telephone, telegraph, and cable com-
munications are good. Paris is 6 hours ahead

of eastern standard time. As of October
1985, all telephone numbers in Paris were
expanded to eight digits by adding a “4” to
the front of the number.

Transportation: Streetcars and buses offer
good transportation in all large French
cities. Paris has an excellent subway system
and local rail services. Taxis are available at
moderate rates in all cities. Good air and
railway service is available to all parts of
France and other European capitals.

Holidays and closing hours: July 14,
Bastille Day, is the national holiday. Shops
and other businesses close from 1:00 to 3:00
pm daily. Many businesses close in August.

Africa

France plays a significant role in
Africa, especially in its former colonies,
through extensive aid programs, com-
mercial activities, military agreements,
and cultural leadership. Key advisory
positions are staffed by French na-
tionals in many African countries. In
those former colonies where French
presence remains important, France
contributes to political, military, and
social stability. France sent a large
military force to Chad in August 1983
to assist the Government of Chad in
halting an invasion by Libyan and
Chadian rebel forces. In early 1986,
France again assisted the Chadian
Government in resisting armed incur-
sions by Libyan-backed rebels.

Despite reluctance to support Cha-
dian President Hissein Habre’s recon-
quest of the Aozou Strip, France re-
mains committed to supporting Chadian
territorial integrity.

Asia

France has extensive commercial rela-
tions with Asian countries, including
Japan, Korea, Indonesia, and China.
However, Japanese competition in
automobiles, electronics, and machine
tools is a major economic problem.
France is making a large contribution
to resettling Indochinese refugees and
is seeking to broaden its influence with
Vietnam and Laos. Private French
groups play a leading role in
humanitarian assistance to the
Afghanistan resistance.

Latin America

France and the United States agree on
the need for strengthening democratic
institutions in Latin America, despite
differences on certain issues. There are
large Latin American exile communities

in France, notably from Argentina and
Chile. French economic interests in the
region are growing but remain only a
small portion of France’s worldwide
economic activities, '

DEFENSE

France is a charter signatory to the
North Atlantic Treaty and a member of
the North Atlantic Council. Since 1966,
it has been outside the NATO in-
tegrated military structure, although it
remains a member of some alliance
military or quasi-military bodies. In ad-
dition, France maintains liaison mis-
sions with the major NATO commands.
It is represented in NATO political
bodies, notably the North Atlantic
Council and its subordinate institutions.

French military doctrine is based on
the concept of national independence.
Its armed forces are subject to national
command, and any decision to coop-
erate with France’s allies is subject to
the sovereign decision of the French
president. The French Army maintains
one corps in the Federal Republic of
Germany, in addition to two corps sta-
tioned in France near its eastern and
northern borders.

France is linked to its European
neighbors through the 1948 Treaty of
Brussels and the 1954 Paris accords. It
is a member of the Western European
Union and has a close bilateral security
relationship with the Federal Republic
of Germany based on the 1963 Elysee
Treaty.

The French maintain a strategic
nuclear triad of manried bombers, land-
based IRBMs (intermediate-range
ballgstic missiles), and nuclear-powered
ballistic missile submarines (SSBNs). It
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seventh SSBN will be launched in the
late 1990s.

France has also reorganized its
army. Five divisions were regrouped in-
to a rapid action force designed to in-
tervene rapidly in a conflict in Europe
or overseas if necessary. Its navy is the
largest in Western Europe, and its air
force has about 450 aircraft in opera-
tional units.

France participates in the Commit-
tee on Disarmament in Geneva and in
the Conference on Security- and
Confidence-Building Measures and
Disarmament in Europe. France is not
a signatory to the Limited Test Ban
Treaty. It conducts nuclear testing
underground at its South Pacific test

Sile. I rdrce nds not aanerea to ine
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty but
conducts itself in accordance with the
terms of the treaty. The French
Government endorsed the SALT II
Treaty. The French strongly support

the process of U.S.-Soviet nuclear arms :

control, but they object to inclusion of
any French forces in these negotiations,
and are wary of any moves toward the
denuclearization of Europe.

U.S.-FRENCH RELATIONS

Relations between the United States
and France are active and cordial. Since
Francois Mitterrand’s presidential vic-
tory, he has met with President Reagan
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OI1 NUINIErous oclasivils., Dldwerdl Coll-
tact at the vice presidential and Cabinet
level is frequent.

France and the United States are
allies who share common values and
have parallel policies on many political,
economic, and security issues. Dif-
ferences are discussed frankly when
they develop and have not been allowed
to impair the pattern of close coopera-
tion that characterizes relations be-
tween the two countries.

Principal U.S. Officials

Ambassador—Joe M. Rodgers

Deputy Chief of Mission—Mark Lissfelt

Minister-Counselor for Economic
Affairs—William Edgar

Counselor for Political Affairs—Peter
Semler

Consul General—Robert E. Ezelle

Financial Attache—James H. Fall, III

Counselor for Public Affairs—Charles
Courtney

Counselor for Commercial Affairs—
James A. Moorhouse

Counselor for Economic Affairs—Ann

R. Berry

Counselor for Administrative Affairs—
Bruce Clark

Counselor for Labor Affairs—Jack
Muth

Defense Attache—Brig. Gen. Roland
Lajoie, USA

Consular Posts

Consul General, Marseille—Edmund
Van Gilder

Consul General, Bordeaux—Edward W.
Lollis

Consul General, Lyon—Stanislaus R.P.
Valerga

Consul General, Strasbourg—Victor D.
Comras '

Consul, Martinique—Mary Dell
Palazzolo

The U.S. Embassy in France is
located at 2 Avenue Gabriel, Paris 8
(tel. 4296-1202). The United States is
also represented in Paris by its mission
to the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development. H
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THE BLACK AND THE RED

Frarcols Mitterrand: The Story of an Ambition. By Catherine Nay. Translated by
Alan Sheridan. 404 pp. San Diego:® Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. $19.95.

AFTER an unhappy experience with their First elected president in 1848 the

used the office to prepare a coup d’etat and made himself Emperor Napoleon III),
the Frenclr avoided popularly elected presidents For more than a century. Even
General de Hbaulle’s Fifth Republic of 1958 at first continued the tradition of a
presidert elected by the two houses of Parliament. Only since 1942 have the
French elected their president by direct popular vote. Since then that powerful
office has pecome the focus of political ambitions, and presidential elections
have reshaped political activity. President-watching has become a major
journalistic pastime.

Catherine Nay, a journalist For the private radio station Eurcpe No. t and

for the newsweekly L'Express, has written ''The Black and the Red,'' a book
whose popularity in France owes much to its barbs (some of which will be lost on
American readers) and its hints of scandalous revelations. They are not, in
fact, deeply scandalous. Francois Witterrand's long career of political
maneuvering, his late arrival at Socialism, his carefully cultivated ambiguities
are well Rivown.

More original is the author's attempt to uncover Wr. Mitterrand's early links
to the far right. It is a fact that the young Mitterrand received the
francisque, Marstal Petain's personal decoration, in 1943 while serving in the
Yichy Government agency that dealt with returned prisoners of war. By that time
Mr. Mitterrand was already active in the Resistance - in Fact, ke was in London
when the award was announced - but Ms. Nay suggests that Mr. Mitterrand’s
francisque signified deep involvement in Vichy rather than just a resistec's
‘‘cover.’' He also retained early friendships with members of rightist groups
such as Action Francaise, the Croix-de-feu and the Cagoule. Ms. Nay tas Found no
real smoking gun, however. The most authentic version of his life still seems to
be that of the pious Roman Catholic From the Charente who abandoned active
religious practice as a young man while remaining deeply marked by the Christian
social Ferment of the 1930's. That was not & rare itinerary to the contemporary
French left.
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Nor has Ms5. Nay made major discoveries about other murky points in Mr.
Mitterrand’s life. The notorious Observatoire affair of 1959, when Mr.
Mitterrand claimed to have narrowly escaped assassination by French Algerian
fanatics by leaping over a city park fence, remains full of mystery. He had met
tils assmailants beforehand, out the accusation that he had concocted the whole
scheme for publicify is still unproved. Ms. Nay also wonders how he wound up
owriing the apartwent that a Catholic charity had had to vacate. She wrote before
the current investigations of fraud in the Socialist Government's
Afirican-development Funds, but no one has ever lioked Mr. Mitterrand to
financial scandals on the scale of Yalery Giscard d'Estaing’s acceptance of
digmonds Frowm the Former Emperor Bokassa I of the Central African Republic, or
the real-estate speculation that altered Paris during the Pompidou presidency.

The allusion to Stendral in Ms5. Nay's title means to convey not only the
Catholic-Socialist tension in Mr. Mitterrand’s life, but an accusation of
ali~consuming ambition. Francois Mitterrand never made any secret of his desire
for the highest office. First, he wanted to be prime minister of the Fourth
Republic, but though he was 11 times a minister (starting at a precocious 30 in
1947}, he never headed a government. Perhaps this was lucky for him, for an even
higher destiny awaited him - but not before spending long years in obstinate
opposition to the very idea of Gaullist presidentialism after 1958, in a way
that suggests more stubbormress than opportunism.

Perhaps his ambition sets him apart less than the skill, daring and luck with
which he has repeatedly positioned himself in the political game. In 19465,
seasoned politicians were happy to let the young Mitterrand run for president
against the unbeatable de Gaulle; kis 32 percent in the First round, a total
that would have embarrassed a leader, turned this neophyte into a national
figure. Thereafter Mr. Mitterrand built his political network on the left,
becoming head of a new Socialist Party in 1971. Whereas most traditional
Socialists had exhausted themselves trying to rally the center against the
Gaullists while excluding the Communists, Mr. Mitterrand moved resolutely into a
Sopcialist-Communiist alliance. His united-left strategy made skillful use of the
bipartisanism emerging around presidential elections. It also coincided with the
historic cecline of French Communism, and helped it along. Thus by vigorously
occupying the far left terrain himself, Mr. Mitterrand moved the french
political system toward the center and drowned the Commurists in & mass catchall
left. MR. MITTERRAND'S political life has been full of such paradoxes, and Ms.
Nay pources on each one. & man of the center (if not of the right) who became
the first Socialist president of fFrance in 1981 and conducted the most radical
domestic experiment since the Popular Front of the wmid-30's and the liberation.
A man who spent 20 years denouncing the presidential system as a ''permanent
coup a'etat,'' only to wind up sRillfully maintaining and even erhancing
presidential power. An anti-Communist who brought the Communist Party back into
the Govermment For the First time since 1947, the whead of a Socialist~Communist
coalition who conducted the most firmly Atlanticist foreign policy since the
50's and who emerged a5 Rownald Reagan's chief Continental ally inm the crisis
over placing American missiles in Europe. But most French voters like their
presidents crafty, and Wr. Mitterrand's roller-coaster career is Far From over.

After a euphoric 74 percent popularity rating in the opinion polils in the

opering days of his presidency, Mr. Mitterrand's rating later fell to the lowest
in the history of the Fifth Republic, when his Government's economic policies
produced inflation and unemployment and whern a disastrous effort to weaken the
autonomy of Catholic schools produced the most massive street demonstrations
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sirce t768. The election of a hostile parliamentary majority in March 1986, far
from ending Mr. Mitterrand’'s career, revived his popularity as the Socialist
president showed himself much more adroit than his conservative prime winister,
Jacques Chirac. The most interesting challenges lie abead. Will Mr. Mitterrand
Fun again? Will ke continue the normal term to May 1988, sparring all the way
with a prime minister of the opposite side? Will presidential prerogative emerge
entanced or enfeebled by that experience?

Ms. Nay’'s breezy and witty French posed problems for the transiator.
Literal-minded translation i5 particularly unhelpful with political terms.
English-speaking readers will guess what the secretary of state at air is, and
fay evern wRnow that the ‘‘keeper of the seals'' is the Minister of Justice. And
opagque passages often turn out to be wild misconstructions. for clear
informaticn, an American reader would do well to use the Englist journalist
Denis MacShane's solid 1982 biography. Catherine Nay is a little wmore current,
though, and she GOES Wave MOre Verve.

TYPE: Review
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-Whetr Francois Mitterrand ran unsuccessfully for President in 1945 and 1974,
his wife, Danielle, was presented as the dgutiful housewife, surrounded by
floppy-eared dogs and wide-eyed children.

Since Mr. Mitterrand was elected earlier this year, Mrs. Mitterrand has been
viewed by close observers and the French press as an influential foreign policy
pipeline to her husband. Each day, she works at Socialist Party headquarters as
the director of Solidarite Salvador et Amerique tatine a part organization that,
among other causes, supports the guerrillas in £E1 Salvador politically.

From OFFicial Biography The question now puzzling Mitterrand watchers is @ Which
is the real Danielle? And just how influential is she?

“Danielle Mitterrand has been a political activist at her husband's side for
37 years,” states her official biography issued by the french Government.

Mrs. Mitterrand was reported in the French press to be a major influence in

convincing her husband to initiate a French-Mexican resolution last August to
support the El Salvador guerrillas, a move that severely strained relations
between the Reagan Administration and the new Mitterrand regime. "El Salvador
has been her baby for many years," says a longtime Mitterrand supporter.“She is
also extremely close with Regis Debray,” among the most radical Mitterrand
intimates and an influential unofficial Foreign policy adviser. The rightist
daily Minute dubbed her "Danielle, La Pasionaria de 1'Elysee.”

Although an American diplomat said he Found this impression “exaggerated,“ he

said Mirs, Mitterrand nevertheless shares the views of the most leftist members
of her nusband's irmmer circle.

te Polnt, a news weekly basically sympathetic to the Mitterrand Government,

described the behind-the-scenes efforts of Veronique Neiertz, a Socialist Party
official and a French delegate to the United Nations General Assembly, to push
the E1 Salvador resolution through the French Foreign Ministry via Mrs.
Mitterrand. “She had a weighty ally in her enterprise: Danielle Mitterrand, the
wife of the President,” the magazine reported.
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“Very militant in third-world affairs and, notably, president of the
solidarity committee with the people of £1 Salvador.”

Mrs. Mitterrand herself points to El Salvador as her pet cause. She sent

this letter, which was made public, to Maureen Reagan after the shooting of
President Reagan inm March:

“1 was very moved by your reaction that led you to dencunce publicly this
absurd violence, with all the indignation of a daughter trembling for the life
of her Father.But permit me to bring your attention to the numerous
assassinations perpetrated by your neighbor, E1 Salvador, by men supported,
equipped and armed by your wation.®

Mrs. Mitterrand’s politics were honered in the fervor of the french
Resistance movement of World War II, whose members included many Communists.
Born in 1924 in Verdun and raised in Burgundy, she was one of three children
whose parents were educators.During the war their house was & refuge for
Resistance members. #Mrs., Mitterrand herself worked as a nurse in the Resistance
ard recelivet the Medal of the Resistance when she was 20, one of the youngest so
honored. Another Resistance hero was Francois Mitterrand.

‘I'm boing to Marry Her'

Mrs. Mitterrandg's sister, Christine bouze, now & Film producer, was a fFriend
of Francois Mitterrand. In February 1944, he visited her Paris apartment and
saw @ photograph of her sister, Danielle, then 1%9. After asking who she was,
Mr. Mitterrand declared, "I'm going to marry her.”

They met under the pressure of war and occupation and, six months later,
warried in the gxhilaration of freedom and liberation. "We didn't waste our
time--it was precious,: she recalls in Franz-0livier Geisbert's authorized
biography, “Francois Mitterrand.” "When death hovers above you, your feelings
multiply gquickly." The couple have two sons, the older a journalist ang the
younger a politician. A thrid child died as an infant.

After 37 years of marriage Wrs. Mitterrand has hardly changed phrysically. A
petite brunette with huge eyes. she resembles Leslie Caron and Oona Chaplin.

But sne has changed visibly in the image she seeks to convey, and in her
willingness to share the spotlight with her husband. In 1965 she refused to
give and interview without consulting wim. "I don't do anything without his
0..," she said. In 1974, she said in an interview, "I've been sure to make
life easy for Francois." Now, she refuses interviews, except with a handful of
favored writers, and freguently eschewed the campaign trail to devote herself to
the El Salvador cause. She has practically removed herself From the public eye
since the election.

"She doesn't want to be La Presidente,“ reports Le Matin, referring to the
French custom whereby presidential wives are entitled "Mrs. President.” Thus
far, she has avoided elaborate state receptions and most of the stiffly formal
occasions that fill the lives of French Government officials, Unlike her
predecessors she does not Frequent the haute couture, preferring a distinctly
unchic wardrobe,
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A private, dignigied womarn, she i5 surrounded by Fiercely loyal friends
reluctant to discuss her. "She's a remarkable woman,”says one intimate, who
declinet to be named. “Intelligent, Fervent, well-read, politically involved.“
"When you live for 35 years near someone as committed as Francois, you can only
follow the same path," Mrs. Mitterrand herself said in a rare newspaper
interview following the election.

Yet the couple are believed to have lived essentially separate lives For some
years. “Celibates united by the act of marriage,” Mr. Giesbert says in his
authorized biography. Prior to the presidential campaign, Mrs. Mitterrand was
rumored to De seeking a divorce; it is said that she relented on the eve of this
year's contest.

Bookbinding a Hobby

Today they share a restored t7th-century house on rue de Bievre on the teft

Bank. The family retreat at Latche is a t5-acre property in Les Landes, in
southmwestern France. Here, Mrs. Mitterrand, and accomplished bookbinder, works
in her studio while the President romps with two Labrador retrievers. "Since
Francois was elected, Latche is much calmer," she says in a recent interview in
a French magazine. *“Perhaps power isolates one.”

"She i5 not just reticent to talk," states an experienced Mitterrand

observer. "She's playing a role that could be more important than Rosalynn
Carter's, or any activist First tady."

*francois Mitterrand's reluctance to 1ift the veil on his private life
prevents the precise measurement of the political infFluence kis wife may have
exerted during 30 years,” Mr. Giesbert concludes. "Without doubt, this
influence is not negligible.®

GRAPHIC! Illustrations: Photo of Francois and Danielle WMitterang Photo of
Danielle Mitterand
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FANCOIS MiT-terrand stood the other evening at the end of a red carpet
stretching a quarter-sile through a vast exhibition hall in Lille, a depressed
industrial city that is in the spiritual keartland of French Socialism.
Spotlights glared harshly through the smoky air of the hall, illuminating
filigrees of electrical wiring and webs of metallic scaffolding. An agitated
whispering swept over the audience of 20,000 and then died away like a wind
disappearing, to te replaced by a loudspeaker version of the Marseillaise.

Then, Mr. Mitterrand appeared like a kind of priest in the middie of a vast

tempie. A row of pillars, each wrapped in red, white and blue cloth, stretched
between him and the front of the hall, resembling the poplars in the Monet
painting. The President of France stood immobile for a long minute, allowing the
coliective gye of the republic to rest on him, and then, permitting one of the
most austere faces of political Europe to break into the slightest of smiles, he
strode entirely alone past the tricolored pillars, between the unbroken rows of
cheering admirers, across the entire guarter-mile length of the cavernous great
thall to a spacious podium at the other end.

Mr. Mitterrand's appearance, part of the campaign for legislative elections
scheduled for March 16, was carefully crafted in the favored images of the
French Presidency: aloofrness, tranquillity and the sclitude of power. But in
fact, his very presence in Lille told a different story - that of a veteran
political leader Fignting to Keep his party from being rejected by the French
people. Most immediately, the legisiative elections will determine whether the
Socialists can Keep their majority in the French Parliament. But even more
important, they will be seen as a referendum on Mr. Mitterrand himself, and on
the beleaguered cause that he has represented for decades - the persistent dream
of French Socialism.

For much of recent French history, Francois Mitterrand and the Socialist
Party have represented the allure of the path not taken, the daring and
visionary other way that had never really teen followed in this country. For 23
long years, Mr. Mitterrand remained in the opposition, promising great reforms,
a restructuring of French society, a break with what he portrayed as the dead
hand of rightist rule. Then, five years ago, just as the other major Western
nations were embracing conservative doctrines, the French electorate chose to

LEXIS NEXIS LEXIS NEXIS



Services of Mead Data Central

PAGE &
{c} 1986 The New York Times, March 2, 1986

give the Bocialists their chance. They swept into power triumphant and exulting,

proclaiming, as Minister of Culture Jack Lang put it, that after all those
decades of struggle, '‘the light'' was about to replace '‘the darkness.'!®

As new elections approach, this image has been put under generally
urnfavorable scrutiny. And if the vast majority of opinion polls are to be
believed, Francois Mitterrand, the only Socialist President in French history,
has for most of his term in office been the most unpopular chief of state his
country has had in a guarter-century. Mr. Mitterrand’s rightist opposition -
which, according to the President and his allies, is a rich, reactionary and
privileged caste - seems destined to break the absolute majority in Parliament
that the Socialist Party won in the wake of Mr. Mitterrand's rise to power. IF
it does, Mr. Mitterrand's ability to exercise the enormous constitutional power
of the French Presidency during the remaining two years of his term will be
deeply affected. In addition, a conservative victory would cast serious doubt on
the apility of an 8t-year-old dream -the French Socialist Party was established
wore or less in its current form in 1905 - to survive in any recognizable form.

Even iF the Socialists lose their majority in Parliament, they will probably
remain the single largest political party in France - larger than either of the
two major rightist opposition groups, the Rally for the Republic or the Union
for french Democracy. But the first five years of what is called Mitterrandism
have showrr that the original Socialist doctrine has been shaken, and 50 has the
governing party's confidence in itself. Mr. Mitterrand has found himself and his
policies under political stege. His party has veered oetween implementing its
traditional visionary program and seeking some new formula that many would find
not very soctalist at all -a Formula including austerity, budgetary
tightvistedness, aind a style of governing strikingly like that of the late Gen.
Charles te baulle, the Socialists' inveterate enemy.

The last five years have seen a steady series of adjustments, a shedding of
one elemernt after another of the original Socialist program 50 that, in the end,
it is possible to ask: Just what is left of the Socialist ideal? Will the
tlassic left disappear as a genuine political alterrative in one of Europe's
oldest nations?

MERE IS5 A& paradox in the sight of the French Socialists Fighting an uphill

struggle to remain in power, if only because it is difficult to think of Hr.
Mitterrand ant his Socialist Government as having done very badly during the
last five years.

Imagine, in Fact, a visitor to France who had heard of the election of Mr.

Mitterrand in 1981 - a visitor who knew and perhaps shared some of the deep
foreboding that the left's coming to power in France created then - but who had
not been back in the country to see for himself until the past few months. He
would remember that France, in choosing a leftist Govervment in 1981, seemed
peculiarliy out of step with the rest of the world. It was a Government,
mworeover, thal came to power in alliance with the Commurnists - the French
variety being the most sclerotic and Stalinist in Europe - and that had long
been committed to redistributing wealth, increasing the role of the state in the
gconomy, nationalizing industries and banks, reducing the role of private
enterprise. It was possible to imagine that the youthful idealists of the 1960's
who produced such an upheaval in this country were coming to power and that they
would be dreamers, not realists. Washington worried that the new French regime
would be soft-hearted toward the third world, sympathetic to Fidel Castro, the
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Sandinistas and other revolutionaries, inclined toward pacifism and complacent
about the threat from the Soviet Union.

In fact, the visitor today would Find very little to remind him of those
fears. Under Mr. Mitterrand, France is governed by a group of steely-eyed,
ambitious young tectmocrats who bear no resemblance whatscever to the throngs of
students who ruled in the streets during the disorders of the 1960's. Indeed, it
is not gifficult to argue that the Socialist Government has been better, and not
very much more '’leftist,’’ than the conservative Government of Valery Giscard
d'Estaing that preceded it. In foreign policy, one of Mr. Mitterrand's important
decisions was to declare himself in favor of the installation of American
medium-range nuclear missiles in Eurape in 1982, a time when Socialists in West
bGermany and Britain were holding mass demonstrations against the missiles.

Mr. Mitterrand's intervention -part of a broader commitment to a strong
defense - was important in swaying European public opinion toward the new
missiles, and serves to obscure other aspects of his foreign policy that
represent the residues of the classic left: his freguent, if nonspecific, calls
for a petter distribution of wealth between the rich countries and the poor
countries and, more important, his opposition to American policy in (entral
imerica. French foreign policy has lotg contained a streak of prideful
anti-Americanism, and the fFrench like to speak about ‘’Anglo-American
hegemonism' ' as one of the great dangers in the world. But under the Socialists,
France's relations with its allies, particularly the United States, are arguably
petter than they have been in decades.

Similarly, in domestic policy, the technmocrats who run France these days have
not done so badly. The country is as vigorously free as ever, arguably freer
than during the reign of Mr. Mitterrand's predecessor, as Socialist policies
have made a start at decentralizing the great Jacobin French state, putting more
power i the hants of local goveranment.

Free enterprise has clearly survived. It is true that unemployment is at a

record wigh, but even this great stain on the economy has Faded slightly in
recent months. Meanwhile, in the face of rightist predictions that Socialism
would lead to runaway inflation, that disease is slowly being cured. The stock
market has reached record highs, foreign trade is wmore favorable, the franc is
regaining strength, and French tectwology is winting new respect around the
world.

Most important of all, perhaps, under the Socialists the country is enjoying
as great a period of domestic peace - or, at least, an absence of violent
corfFlict - a3 at anmy time in this century. There are troubles, of course,
particuiarly involving the rise of sentiments against North African immigrants.
But, there are no savage strikes as there are in Britain; no race riots, oo
major divisions in public opinion over nuclear power, foreign policy, military
spending.

HE MAN WHO has presided over this creditabvle record of goverrment is an
elusive and complex figure about whom littie is known compared to other major
Wwestern readers. But there 15 almost no doubt that one of Francois Mitterrand's
assets is his ability to surround himself not with the classic symbols of the
left, but with the traditional grandeur of the french Presidency itself.
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For the president of a major western democracy, Mr. Mitterrand is seen
remarkably little in public. He is apparently an austere and private man, more
comfortable reading wistory or philosophy - advisers say he recently Finished
Ernest Renan’s five-volume history of the Jews -than making speeches or rubbing
shoulders with crowds. Mr. Mitterrand still lives in the Left Bank apartment
that he bought in the early 1960's, rather than in the ornate and more public
Elysee Palace. He i5 subjected to very little of the daily, intrusive, obsessive
sort of attention given, for example, to an American President. In recent
mortis, hE has had time to eodit and publish a collection of his speeches and
statements on foreign policy that included a new 135-page introductory essay,
written inm his characteristically elegant style.

Mr. Mitterrand explains his policies to the general public infrequently,
giving two or three television interviews a year, an occasional speech and a
swall number of press conferences, usually on the occasion of a visit from
another iead of state. Much of the rest of the time, the press and the public
are not aware of exactly where he is or what he is doing.

The mix of the traditional aloofress and apparent tranquility of the
Presidency with a Socialist rhetoric seems confusing to many. On one hand, it
could be said that Mr. Mitterrand's style helps explain his success in winning
office in the first place. He is well within the traditions of any President of
the Fifth Republic, and to American eyes seems Far more French than leftist. But
aspects of his personality and of his doctrine have combined to Mr. Mitterrand's
decided cisadvantage, and help to explain his persistent unpopularity.

An old fFrench adage has it that a Frenchman’s heart is on the left but his
pocretboor i5 on the right. It might be s5aid of Francols Mitterrand that his
rhetoric is Socialist but his style of governing is impeccably Gaullist. Anyone
who has ertered the Elysee Palace and viewed the vast, gilded reception rooms
and offices cloaked in what might be called faded monarchical splendor, will
reatize that France, whether Socialist or not, retains much of the heritage of
its former kKings, and this Mr. Mitterrand has done nothing to change.

A few oOf Mr. Mitterrand's winisters show some of the casualness and

informality that might be ex-pected of children of the 1260's. Some of then
appear without ties, with fashionably longish mair, and they often use the
familiar tu form of address instead of the more formal vous. But they are in the
minority, and Mr. Mitterrand i5 certainly not among them. He is Familiar with
virtually no one. He dresses impeccably and conservatively; he is a master of
the French language, and his speeches, delivered in a stirring voice, descend
directly from the orations of the 18th century. Mr. Mitterrand is a man of the
left, as they say in France, but traces of touls XIV are visiple in khis public
style.

Pierre Nora, an editor at the famed Gallimard publishing house, identifies
three specific characteristics - all of them traditionalist and conservative -
that contribute to Mr. Mitterrand's presidential qualities. ‘‘First of all, he
has a taste for literature in the style of people like de Gaulle and Malraux,''
#r. Nora points out. ‘‘He‘s not just a master of a Kind of t18th-century
rhetoric, but of a music of history to which the French are very sensitive.
Secondly, ne has a deep sense of history. He has an ability to utter the grand
themes of france as nobody else in this country can. And, finally, he identifies
himself with the rural roots of France, his love for the soil, for the Forest,
for nature. These are chords that he never fails to strike.'’
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Mr. Mitterrand benefits fFrom his reputation as @ shrewd political tactician.
But, like most elements of Mr. Mitterrand’'s character, his political skills also
carry seeds of difficulty. An important case in point was the controversial
alliance with the French Communist Party that helped bring the Socialists to
pawer. it 15 probably a sign of Mr. Mitterrand's tactical brilliance that the
Communists have lost half of their electoral support since the alliance was
created, something the President, as early &s 1974, had predgicted would happern.
tonetheless, to many Frenchmen, Mr. Mitterrand's marriage of convenience has
always seemed a pact with the devil for which ke has not been Forgiven. That
feeling combines with what can only be calied a distrust of Mr. Mitterrand's
motives, & constant odor of political opporturism.

'There is an important personal factor in Mitterrand’s lack of general
popularity, ' Alain Richard, a Socialist legisiator from suburban Paris, said.
"'The French say to themselves: 'From the point of view of political skill, he
is the best; but IFf he 15 50 skRillful, thenm ke couldn't e sincere.' !

T HE POLITICAL TASK that lay before Mr. Mitterrand when he took office was
defined by simple electoral arithmetic. The Socialist Party could not have hoped
to gain power in 1981 without the support of the Communists, who, though rapidly
geclining, still control an estimated 10 percent of the vote. Their entry into
rietorically bitter opposition in 1984 - in an attempt to disassociate
themselves From the Socialists' austerity program -means that new support must
come from someplace else.

Polls show that the Socialists have returned to what might be seen as their
traditional level of support. The strong Socialist showing in the 1981 elections
genefited From Mr. Mitterrand's victory in the Presidential race several Weeks
garlier, and was a departure from normal fFrench voting patterns. Only three
yeairs pefore, in the 1978 parliamentary elections, the Socialists received just
z8 percent of the vote. Thus, if they get 30 percent of the vote in the coming
legislative elections, they will be seen to have done rather better than
gxpected. Their ambition, of couirse, has been to expand their Dase, to prove in
governing the country that they deserve to become a majority party, and their
apparent failure to do this seems to stem from two principal weaknesses.

The First 15 stylistic, The Socialist bovernment has been prone to frequent

mistakes, hesitations and embarrassments that have made even some of the
government's achievements appear to the electorate like errors of judgment.

The second, perhaps wore important problem, relates to the failure of the
left in power to overcome one of the deep, abiding elements of French political
culture: the pelief that the conservatives have a kind of natural vocation to
govern, witile the left makes little more than occasional intrusions onto the
political stage. ''iIn the depths of their historic unconscious,'' said Max
bailo, editor of the pro-Socialist Le Matin newspaper, '‘the French believe that
a President of the right is more legitimate than a President of the left.'’

The comparison 15 often made with Leon Blum, the Socialist Prime Minister of
France in the troubled days of 1936, who, like Mr. Mitterrand, came to power
with the help of other leftist parties, including the Communists. Mr. Blum, an
intellectual, a speaker and thinker of great force, eloguence and humanity,
presided over some of the basic social reforms that are now accepted by
virtually all the French, both left and right, including the 40-hour workweek
and the armual two-week vacation.
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Urlire Mr. Witterrand, Mr. Blum Kept the Communists out of the Government,
even though he needed their support in Parliament and at the end of his brief
periocd as Prime Minister was struggling to end the c¢rippling, insurrectional
strikes called by Communist unions. But despite Mr. Blum's moderation, there is
no question that he was hated by large segments of the French public, in part
because many in this country incorrectly saw Socialism as an opening wedge to
Communism, to immorality, to the destruction of traditional values.

In France, where a short memory is regarded as a fatal intellectual
deficiercy, the Blum years were being vividly remembered when Francois
Mitterrand came to power in 198%1. The comparison can be overdrawn. The passage
of the years, after all, has dimmed much of the public fear of the left; other
Socialists - Pierre Mendes-France, the Prime Minister from 1954-55, is the most
obvious example - had served the French state in the meantime. And, certainly,
since Mr. Mitterrand came to office there has been no hint of the social
gdisorder that plagued teon Bluw.

Yet, there are similarities. Like Mr. Blum, the Socialists under Mr.
Mitterrand pressed gquickly for changes, giving the impression that it was their
doctring, more than a quest for good management of the country, that was of main
importance to them. Mr. Mitterrand’'s party, believing no doubt that after 23
years i opposition its arrival in power should be marked by some dramatic
moves, nationalized 11 sectors of the French economy, including all the
remaining major private banks. It reduced the workweek to 3% hours without
increasing productivity. It fixed retirement at 60 years of age instead of &5.
It increased the rights of tenants so that a landlord cannot evict a tenant who
is unempioyed.

These moves, which are called ‘‘structural reforms'' in the Socialists'
vocabulary, came at the wrong time in French history, when the economy was
shirinking because of the effects of the oil price rise of 1978-72 and continued
high American interest rates. After about a year - during which time the franc
fell dramztically, the trade deficit increased and the battle against inflation
was clearly being lost - the Socialists, like the conservatives in power
elsewhere in the West, turned to austerity. They cut government spending, held
dowit wages and made the hard decision to let outmoded industries, particularly
steel and mining, close down, even though that meant increased unemployment.

Some ranking officials in the government argue that the Socialists' apparent
about-Face did not contradict their party's ideals. Jacques Attali, a senior
adviser to Mr. Mitterrand, contends that the austerity program could not have
been carried out by a rightist govermment precisely because it would not have
wade the social reforms that made austerity acceptable to the public.

Moreover, Mr. Attali denies the conventional wisdom that the second phase of
the Socialist program was an implicit acknowledgment that the first phase was a
mistake. '‘The turn in question was not & turn away from structural reform,'' he
said. ''We didn't give up anything. We would have admitted a mistake if we had
said, for example, ‘My God, those nationalizations are leading us into trouble.
We have to get rid of them.' We didn't say that.'’

Yet it seems clear in retrospect that, particularly in the early days, the
Socialists alienated some of those voters whose support for Mr. Mitterand's
bovernment was less a matter of conviction than of Fatigue with the right. At
the same time, the Government’s behavior did not erase the profound suspicion
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of Socialism that 15 a part of the political culture of many in this country.

Despite Francois Mitterrand's attempt to appeal to the ’''tranguil village, "'
the tranquil village remains a conservative place where the small artisan, the
notary public and the members of the village bourgeoisie harbor a powerful
distrust of the '‘left.'' They have a deep-rooted fear that the left is
permissive, erosive of traditional values. And nothing that the Socialists have
dorie, neither #r. Mitterrand's Gaullist style nor his turn to austerity, has
changed this basic attitude. A visitor to a small village in Normandy or the
Champagie country will be struck by the political language that treats Mr.
Mitterrand as a kind of enemy by definition.

This attitude nhas fed on a series of crises, all of which badly tarnished the
reputation of the Socialists, giving them and Mr. Mitterrand an image of
inexplicable ineptitude. The most recent was the so-called Greenpeace affair,
when the Government first denied that its agents had sunk a ship belonging to
the Greenpeace environmentalist group in Auckland, New Zealand, and then had to
suffer the ignominy of admitting responsibility for the act. The electorate
seemed o support the Government's decision to sink the boat, which was to have
led an environmentalist protest against french nuclear weapons testing in the
South Pacific. But the Government appeared weak, unresglved, and secretive in
its handling of the issue. Throughout the affair, Mr. Mitterrand, giving a
splendid example of the aloofness of the French Presidency, never once publicly
answered guestions about it.

The Greenpeace matter was the most spectacular of a series of imbroglios that

have chipped away at the Socialists’ reputation and made them seem strangely
accident-prone.

In 1784, Wr. Mitterrand gave the appearance of being duped by Libyan leader
Muammar el-Gaddafi, whom he met on the island of Crete even though the Libyan
had clearly reneged on an agreement with France for & mutual withdrawal of
troops from Chad. In so doing, Mr. Mitterrand transformed what was in fact a
considerable success - preventing the Libyans fFrom occupying all of Chad - into
something that wmany Frenchmen saw as a national humiliation.

Before that, to give another example, was the ‘‘affair of the private
schools’' in 1984, when the Socialists, true to one of their campaign promises,
tried to pass legisiation that would have reduced the independence of church-run
schools in France. This was probably the only time during the Socialists' time
in power when large numbers of French people really felt that their liberties
were being threatened and took, peacefully, to the streets in some of the
largest demonstrations France has witnessed since World War II. Mr. Mitterrand,
heeding the expressions of public opinion, backed down, but only after he had
further alienated voters of the center-right.

"'What is in the end rather comic is that there had never been a lobby for a
new law,'' Alain Richard, the legislator From suburban Paris, said of the
debacle. ''No groups had come forward demanding greater control over the private
schiools. IF we had thought it would have consolidated a couple of million votes
for us, then we could have said, '0.K., in politics you have to make some hard
choices.' But that wasn't the issue. It was simply that we had said we were
going to do something.’’
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T HE RIBHT HAS NOT been slow to capitalize on the tactical mistakes of the
Socialists. indeed, one of the striking characteristics of the political life of
this courtry 15 how virtually nothing escapes the polemical daggers of the
opposition - just as nothing escaped the attention of Mr. Mitterrand during his
Owit long years of opposition.

But beneath the habitual polemics, some rew Forms of French political life
are taking shape. Specifically, both the parties of the left and the right are
changing, and, while it would be difficult to tell From the Ferocity of mutual
accusations and recriminations, the cooler analysts here see a general drift
toward the center of the political spectrum. Doctrimal differences remain. But
this is a country that for decades and even centuries has considered itself
diviged into two irreconcilable camps - monarchists versus republicans, clerics
versus laity, capitalists versus workers. What seems likely is that the
Socialists and the rightist parties will come increasingly to resemble the
Republicans and the Democrats in the United States - one party slightly to the
right of center, the other to the left, each capable of taking power without
frightening the electorate into thinking that the France of living memory will
disappear as a result.

The wort of the day on the right side of the spectrum i5 ‘‘liberalism,'' used
in its 172th-century sense to mean a more unrestricted capitalism than statist
France has ever had before. Its most prominent advocate inside the opposition is
Jacgues Chirac, the Mayor of Paris who was Prime Minister under Valery Giscard
g'estaing. Mr. Chirac is the head of the largest rightest political formation in
France, the Rally for the Republic. The party considers itself the spiritual
heir of Clarles de Gaulle, but it has, at least in its Formal program, departed
from what is called dirigisme, the tradition of centralized government that
dates back to the time of the monarchy. Another major opposition figure is
Raymond Barre, a highly popular political maverick who was also a Prime Minister
under Mr. Giscard d'Estaing.

If the right does get a majority in Parliament on March 14, WMr. Mitterrand

might feel forced to call on Mr. Chirac or Mr. Giscard d’Estaing to become Prime
Minister and name a government. Mr. Barre, in @ move that has divided the
opposition, has said that he would not serve in any government unless Mr.
Mitterrant steps down First, something the President has refused to consider
publicly. Another possibility for Mr. Mitterrand, particularly if the rightist
wajority is slim, would be to name & compromise candidate as Prime Minister, a
figure acceptable to the right but less likely to challenge his authority as
Presiderrt. A likely possibility is Jacques Chaban-Delmas, another former Prime
Minister who is now the Mayor of Bordeaux.

Meanwiile, among the Soctalists, the drift to the center, away fFrom classic
doctrine, is equally striking, if only because the left has been more visible
these last five years. And here, there 15 a suggestion of a profound change in
the very nature of French society, one that also helps to explain why the
Socialists have apparently been unable to bulld majority support.

Why, it could be asked, did somebody become a Socialist in decades past,
when, for example, the party was formed in 1905, or when Leon Blum came to power
at the head of the Popular Front in 19367 Jean Touchard, in a history of the
French left, answers that & Socialist '‘was a man who believed that the social
order was profoundly unjust and who wanted to replace capitalist property with
collective property.'!
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Today, & frenchman usually becomes a Socialist out of family tradition, or a
conviction that a margin of additional social protection is needed, perhaps even
a belief that the rich are too rich. But Few believe any more that fFrench
society is profoundly unjust. Political passions have cooled. A recent poll here
showed tiat Fully &4 percent of the population believes that the coming election
will have no real impact on the quality of daily life. The classic Socialist
dream was built on & longing fFor great change, but those changes have already
been accomplished - not by Francois Mitterrand, but by the complex workings of
history itself.

and 50, the very scene of Mr. Mitterrand crying the old Socialist verities,
demanding '’'justice’’ for the poor and for the oppressed, has an old-fashioned,
anachroristic ring to it. In Lille the other night, he listed the ‘‘great
reforms’' of the last five years, such as the 39-hour workweek, retirement at
60, better social security benefits. No doubt these reforms are meaningful, well
within the tradition of Leon Blum. But they are far from revolutionary; they
have rather built on what was already happening in the last quarter-century,
when the classic ''dirigiste’’ right was in power.

Ultimately, it i5 a question of necessity, of pragmatism. In & book about the
last five years, Serge July, editor of the daily newspaper Liberation, argues
that Mr. Mitterrand will be remembered for an achievement that he did not intend
- what Mr. July calls the ''normalization’’ of France. The country has become
more opeir, more a part of the rest of the world, less an entity proudly and
defiantly going its own way. Whatever happens in this country in the next two
years of ivis Presidential tenure, Mr. Mitterrand is likely to be remembered as a
good President, not because of an ideological revolution that took place under
his guidarnce but because of his impressive moral and intellectual gualities and
because fFrance, under this avowed man of the left, has moved closer to the rest
of the world.

BRAPHIC: Photo of Francois Mitterrand (Granveaud/Collectif/d. B. Pictures);
Photo of Mitterrand and Muammar el Gaddafi with Andreas Papandreou (28); Photo
of & military drill aboard the aircraft carrier Clewmenceau (Foulon/Sipa-Spectal
Features, 2B); Photo of valery Giscard d'Estaing, Jacgques Chirac and Raymond
Barre (Rebours/Sipa-Speical Features, 30); Photo of the recoverd Rainbow Warrior
{Sydney fre
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HEADLINE: MITTERAND WINS PRESIDENCY BUT MISCALCULATES IN CALLING NAT'L
ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS

BODY: :
I the post-presidential election euphoria, President

Francois Mitterand, master of the political landscape,
miscalculated in too gquickly dissolving the National Assembly
in the hope of securing a working majority for the Socialist
party. Until then, Mitterand's agenda was unfolding according
to plan: fhe easily finished first in the initial round of
the presidential election (April 24) and went on to defeat
his perferred conservative candidate, Jacgues Chirac, oh May
dth polling an impressive 54.5 percent of the vote. So far s0
ood.

* One gf Witterand's election campaign promises was that the next
government would not be entirely Socialist and that some form of
an accommodation with moderate conservatives was possible. This
was done, in part, to avoid scaring off moderate voters in the
secointd presidential round. True to his word, Mitterand appoints
Michel Rocard who leads opinion polis as the politician with the
broatgest natiomnal appesl, as prime minister. Rocard attempted to
form a minority government, including non-Socialists, to gain a
working majority. Only four days later (May t4), Rocard returned
to #Mitterand claiming, to be unable to gain sufficient support
from conservatives in the National Assembly. Early elections were
calied. While Rocard and Mitterand blame the failure on the
conservatives for not joining in immediately, many Saw it as
-political opportunism by the president.

* Wwith every opinion poll predicting a Socialist majority (one even
forecast over 400 seats--28% are needed for a majority in the
377-seat Assembly) and the conservatives in disarray, Mitterand
publicly stated that an overwhelming Socialist victory would not
be good for the country and newspapers discussed the “dangers" of
a landslide. However, in the first round vote on June 5th, the
Socialists appear set to win only 310-330 seats and despite some
frantic action by the party to get the vote out, the Socialists
5lipped agein in the second round {(June 12) to end up with 274
seats, an improvement of 70 over 1984, but 13 short of an
apsolute majority. o The situation has left Michel Rocard forced to

work out an
agreement with moderate elements of the conservative deputies in
the Assembly rather than negotiating from a position of greater
strengtin with a working majority already inm place. Although there
is a sufficient number of Communist seats (27) to form a
majority, the political obstacles to such a deal are considerable
(see item 4 below). It would also run against Mitterand's public
dectarations and contrary to the public mood in France after 78
percent cast votes in favor of the mainstream political parties.
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* Mitterand's miscalculation was one of mistakening his popularity
for that of the Socialist party. His presidential campaign was
notable for its lack of any reference to socialism, while his
personal rating always significantly outstrip that of the party
a5 @ whole. Although he did well in the second round, in the
first round he came in with a somewhat disappointing 34.1
percerrt. In addition, with polls erronecusly predicting a massive
Socialist win and "voter fatigue” setting in (four national votes
in only seven weeks), almost 30 percent of those elegible did not
vote, the highest since the founding of the Fifth Republic. This
certatnly damaged the Socialists more than it did the
conservatives.

* Rocard will be able to muster enough cooperation from deputies
within the Union pour la Democratie Francaise (UDF) to form a
goverimment (see item 2 below) and the upcoming summer recess will
enable him to work out the political deals necessary to ensure
some stability and Formulate a budget for the autumn. The reality
is that according to the constitution a new election cannot be
called fFor & year. Therefore, the National Assembly “deck" can be
reschiffled any number of ways and it still comes down to the
Sociakists running the show because no other combination of
parties is viable. The advantages and perks of office will
probably be enough to Reep the liwmited number of conservatives
needed in line for the time being.

# Despite the fFaitlure to attain a working majority, the movement of
the Socialists back into a position of control in the National
Assembly brings the French political system wack to the
traditional division of power after the awkward (but reasonably
successful) conabitation of 19846-88. The competition between
Chirac and #itterand for political dominance will be replaced by
a return to a more clear-cut ascendency of the president on
defense and foreign policy and the responsibility of the prime
minister For the economy and domestic affairs.,

* What this means for the governing of France is that there will
unlikely be any significant shifts away From current orthodox
gconomic policy (a wealth tax is likely, and a slowdown of
privatizations). The only “foreign" issue Facing a change af
strategy is New Caledonia, where the likelihood of a negotiated
agreement will increase.

SUBJECT: Politics, Profiles OFf Political Players
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(Smith)
February 17, 1989
4:00 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MITTERRAND TOAST
TOKYO, JAPAN
FEBRUARY 23, 1989

Mr. President, honored guests: It is a pleasure for me to
be able to meet with you in Japan, although we are here on a
solemn occasion, marking the passing of an era.

This is our first meeting of 1989, Mr. President. This year
France and the United States celebrate the bicentennial of the
French Revolution and the Rights of Man. These events of the
late Eighteenth Century cemented a unique partnership between our
two countries, one based on shared traditions, values, and
history.

In 1789, the Declaration of the Rights of Man and our own
Bill of Rights inspired the citizens of our two democracies. And
for 200 years, they have inspired countless individuals and
nations fighting for their political and civil rights.

We know that there are still millions of people who are
denied the benefits of government by popular consent and respect
for the rights of the individual. We must remain for them
beacons of liberty, committed to the defense of those basic
principles that bind our two countries together.

By our own enlightened defense of human dignity and

democratic values, we who have fought together to defend those



principles will continue to Eight the paths of those yet not

free.

In coming years, more than ever, that world will need
La Coeur de France -- upholding its democratic ideals.

As you do, America will join you. Let us enlarge our
economies, and expand the world’s economy. Let us develop
further ties in the political, cultural, scientific, and
technological fields.

In speaking of America, the Marquis de Lafayette once
"What charms me most is, all the citizens are brethren."

Mr. President, the people of France are our brethren,

as we are yours.

own

said,

just

In that spirit, I ask all of you to join in a toast to the

health of President Mitterrand, and to the long and treasured.

friendship between our nations.

Vive la France!



