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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

August 16, 1990

NOTE FOR DIANE EDWARDS

FROM: DIANE ROSgllLﬂ)ﬂkﬂ-z

SUBJECT : Tentative DC Meeting

Attached is the briefing paper for

Mr. Gates for the DC meeting on Liberia
(should it occur). Frasure wanted
Gates to have it now so that he could
"digest" it.

Thanks
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MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. GATES /% >
e, =Y
THROUGH : DAVID C. MILLER, JR. @ N
FROM: ROBERT C. FRASURER}'
SUBJECT: Liberia -- the Friday Deputies Committee Meeting

The August 17 Deputies Committee meeting on Liberia has a four
item agenda.

Situation in Monrovia. Fighting this week has been fairly light.
While Taylor’s forces have gained some ground near Spriggs-Payne
Airport, their rumored effort to preempt ECOMOG and win the war
has not materialized. Reports of Prince Johnson’s death proved
to be exaggerated.

The grim scene in Monrovia continues to grow worse with periodic
accusations that we should "do something,™ e.g., the August 16
Washington Post article on Doctors without Borders and St.
Joseph’s Hospital. We can expect increased media interest (and
opportunities) on this tragic aspect of the Liberian drama if
ECOMOG gets into Monrovia and the press is able to move around
town. A steady flow of foreigners continues to leave in overland
convoys and via the MARG. Now the Lebanese are getting out.

ECOMOG. There are now 2500 plus troops gathered in Freetown in
what seems to be a reasonably energetic and professional effort,
according to our liaison team. Their only reasonable way of

entry would be by the port and on a generally permissive basis.

Ghanaian General Quainoo has told our people that he has no
intention of shooting his way in. A decision to do that would
have to be made in another ECOWAS meeting. Some ECOWAS officials
are less patient. In any event, we don’t think ECOMOG would have
the ability to force their way into Monrovia until sometime next
week at the earliest.

Taylor, who was supposed to pitch up in Banjul on August 16 to
talk to ECOWAS, has not yet arrived. There is a report that he
has had an automobile accident. But the speculation is that
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Taylor, who has described ECOWAS as "the regional dictatorship
club," may be dragging his feet on negotiating with them in the
hope he can still win the war. We have a report that -President
Jawara has invited leaders of all three groups to a Banjul
meeting on August 27, '

We need to make a decision on whether we are_prepared to provide
bits and pieces, e.g., maps, etc. to ECOMOG.

MARG. As you know, JCS wants to pull the MARG out for two
reasons. They obviously have other prlorltles Secondly, they
don’t want to have the MARGF“” o :

There are some reasonable fallbacks. This would include having
the MARG.stay for another two- weeks and then leave behind one
ship with a couple of helicopters. With a further diminishment
of the size of our embassy, we could maintain our presence and do
good things in a humanitarian sense, if Monrovia calms down with
the ECOMOG.

We need to make a decision on this one. If we decide for a
variety of political reasons that we€ want to keep an embassy open
in Monrovia -- and I believe at the moment we have no choice --
we will need to have a fire escape, if the ECOMOG caper ends in
blood and tears. General Kelly has privately told Dave Miller .
.that they could live with the one ship/two helo option.

Financial/Material Support for ECOMOG. If the ECOMOG is deployed
"peacefully and appears to be sticking to its stated political
agenda, the Africans would have reason to hope for a U S.
contribution to the ECOMOG fund.

If the Deputies Committee agrees in principle that we would make
a contribution, an interagency group should examine the
possibilities for funding. Section 552 (c) (2) of the Foreign
Assistance Act could be used for a drawdown of DOD commodities,
including rations, medical supplies, tents and communications
‘equipment., It also would be possible to employ section 610(a) of
the Act to transfer funds into the section 551 peacekeeping '
account from other foreign assistance accounts. The interagency
group should investigate the possibility of drawing on
deobligated and unobligated ESF and unobligated DFA.
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

Augqust 16, 1990

NOTE FOR DIANE EDWARDS

FROM: DIANE ROS@,LQM

SUBJECT : Tentative DC Meeting

Attached is the briefing paper for

Mr. Gates for the DC meeting on Liberia
(should it occur). Frasure wanted
Gates to have it now so that he could
"digest" it.

Thanks

e
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MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. GATES {gg >

Lk =)
THROUGH : DAVID C. MILLER, JR. = <
FROM: ROBERT C. FRASURER}
SUBJECT: Liberia -- the Friday Deputies Committee Meeting

The August 17 Deputies Committee meeting on Liberia has a four
item agenda.

Situation in Monrovia. Fighting this week has been fairly light.
While Taylor’s forces have gained some ground near Spriggs-Payne
Airport, their rumored effort to preempt ECOMOG and win the war
has not materialized. Reports of Prince Johnson’s death proved
to be exaggerated.

The grim scene in Monrovia continues to grow worse with periodic
accusations that we should "do something," e.g., the August 16
Washington Post article on Doctors without Borders and St.
Joseph’s Hospital. We can expect increased media interest (and
opportunities) on this tragic aspect of the Liberian drama if
ECOMOG gets into Monrovia and the press is able to move around
town. A steady flow of foreigners continues to leave in overland
convoys and via the MARG. Now the Lebanese are getting out.

ECOMOG. There are now 2500 plus troops gathered in Freetown in
what seems to be a reasonably energetic and professional effort,
according to our liaison team. Their only reasonable way of

entry would be by the port and on a generally permissive basis.

Ghanaian General Quainoo has told our people that he has no
intention of shooting his way in. A decision to do that would
have to be made in another ECOWAS meeting. Some ECOWAS officials
are less patient. In any event, we don’t think ECOMOG would have
the ability to force their way into Monrovia until sometime next
week at the earliest.

Taylor, who was supposed to pitch up in Banjul on August 16 to
talk to ECOWAS, has not yet arrived. There is a report that he
has had an automobile accident. But the speculation is that
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‘Taylor, who has described ECOWAS as "the regional dictatorship
club," may be dragging his feet on negotiating with them in the
hope he can still win the war. We have a report that ‘President
Jawara has invited leaders of all thrée groups to a Banjul
meeting on August 27. '

We need to make a decision on whether we are prepared to provide
bits and pieces, e.g., maps, etc. to ECOMOG.

MARG. - As you know,'JCS wants to pull the MARG out for two
reasons. ' They obviously have other prlorltles. Sgcondly, they‘
don’t want to have the MARG VW - FERE T

i’ g - S . L _»’\:'»,"(;u_

There are some reasonable fallbacks. This would include having
the MARG-stay for another two- weeks and then leave behind one
ship with a couple of helicopters. With a further diminishment
of the size of our embassy, we could maintain our presence and do
good things in a humanitarian sense, 1f Monrovia calms down with
the ECOMOG. ' :

s e S

We need to make a decision on this one. If we decide for a
variety of political reasons that we want to keep an embassy open
in Monrovia -- and I believe at the moment we have no choice --
we will need to have a fire escape, if the ECOMOG caper ends in
blood and tears. General Kelly has privately told Dave Miller .
that they could live with the one ship/two helo option.

Financial/Material Support for ECOMOG. If the ECOMOG is deployed
" peacefully and appears to be sticking to its stated political
agenda, the Africans would have reason to hope for a U S.
contribution to the ECOMOG fund.

If the Deputles Committee agrees in principle that we would make
a contribution, an interagency group should examine the
possibilities for funding. Section 552(c) (2) of the Foreign
Assistance Act could be used for a drawdown of DOD .commodities,
including rations, medical supplies, tents ard communications
cequipment. It also would be possible to employ section 610 (a) of
the Act to transfer funds into the section 551 peacekeeping
account from other foreign assistance accounts. The interagency
group should investigate the possibility of drawing on
deobligated and unobligated ESF and unobligated DFA.
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(b)(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA}

(b)(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

(b)(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]

(b)(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
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(b)(3) [50 U.S.C. 403g, Sec. 6]
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