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MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM F. SITTMANN

THROUGH: DAVID MILL r JR.

FROM: JOHN M. ORDWA

1

SUBJECT: Minutes for the DC Committee SVTS Meeting on
Liberia, July 3, 19%0,; 5:00 p.m, =*5:15 p.m.

Attached at Tab I are the Minutes for the DC Committee SVTS
meeting.

RECOMMENDATION

That you approve and file the Minutes at Tab I for the record.

Approve Disapprove
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CONTINGENCY PRESS
GUIDANCE ONLY

Why is the USG refusing to interfere to stop the
bloodshed taking place in Liberia since the fall of
the Doe regime?

Since the Liberian crisis began, we have consistently
stated that we will not deploy U.S. forces to Liberia
to intervene in that country's internal conflict in
any way. U.S. military forces have been tasked only
with the requirement to protect the lives of U.S,
citizens and evacuate them if they are threatened by
the fighting. ‘WQ look to neighboring African
governments in ECOWAS and the OAU to continue their
efforts to bring peace to Liberia. We continue to

call on all persons in positions of authority or

influence in Liberia to help bring the bloodshed to

an end.




NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

03-Jul-1990 11:57 EDT

MEMORANDUM FOR: .
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FROM: + VMSMail User JNET$%"WHSR
(_JINET%"WHSR@WHSR" @MRGATE)
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<SUBJ>
SUBJECT: TFLIOl: CONVERSATION WITH TAYLOR ON




DOE RESIGNATION, CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES,
AND HUMANE TREATMENT FOR DOE FOLLOWERS

<TEXT>
BT
L——N—FE—I-DB~E-N-—F I-A-L SECTION 01 OF 02 ABIDJAN 14205
E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR '
TAGS: PREL, PINS, IV, LI
SUBJECT: TFLIOl: CONVERSATION WITH TAYLOR ON
DOE RESIGNATION, CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES,
AND HUMANE TREATMENT FOR DOE FOLLOWERS
1. CONFIDENTIAE —-- ENTIRE TEXT.
“BEGIN SUMMARY"” .
2. SUMMARY: TAYLOR TOLD US JULY 3 THAT IF DOE RESIGNED
TAYLOR WOULD ENSURE PROTECTION OF DOE’S FOLLOWERS AND
WOULD CEASE HOSTILITIES ALMOST IMMEDIATELY. HE WANTS
SPEAKER HILL TO FILL IN AS HEAD OF STATE DURING THE
SHORT TIME BEFORE THE NPFL TAKES OVER MONROVIA AND
FORMS AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT. HE DECLARED HIS
COMMITMENT TO HUMANE TREATMENT OF ALL LIBERIANS, AND
TO RESPECT INTERNATIONAL LAW AND THE GENEVA
CONVENTION, AS WELL AS HIS INTEREST IN "VERY CLOSE"
RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES. END SUMMARY.
~“END SUMMARY"™
3. THE FOLLOWING IS A ROUGH TRANSCRIPT OF A
CONVERSATION WE HAD WITH TAYLOR AT APPROXIMATELY 1350
ZULU ON JULY 3:
2
CONEFDENTIAT—
-—- EMBOFF: WE WANT TO CLARIFY A MESSAGE THAT WE SENT
THIS MORNING. DOE’S SPOKESMEN HAVE ASKED FOR
PROTECTION FOR DOE’S FOLLOWERS, NOT FOR DOE HIMSELF,
AS A CONDITION FOR HIS RESIGNATION. ARE YOU CLEAR ON
THAT DISTINCTION?
-— TAYLOR: THAT SOUNDS REASONABLE. CAN YOU GIVE ME
NAMES? I DON'’T THINK WE HAVE ANY MAJOR OBJECTIONS TO
SOME OF THE FOLLOWERS.
-—- EMBOFF: WE ARE TALKING ABOUT HUMANE TREATMENT OF
ALL DOE’S FOLLOWERS, INCLUDING KRAHN TROOPS.
-— TAYLOR: YES. KRAHN TROOPS ARE LIBERIANS, AND WE
HAVE NO PROBLEM WITH KRAHN TROOPS. ALSO, WE HAVE NO
PROBLEM WITH THE SPEAKER. WE CONSIDER HIM AN
INDIVIDUAL WHO COULD HOLD POWER IN THE GOVERNMENT
UNTIL WE GET INTO TOWN.
-- EMBOFF: I WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT YOU ARE ASSURING
PROTECTION FOR DOE’S FOLLOWERS, INCLUDING KRAHN TROOPS.
-— TAYLOR: THAT IS CORRECT. I’M SAYING THAT THEY ARE
LIBERIANS AND THAT WE OWE THEM PROTECTION UNDER THE
LAW. I AM SAYING TO YOU POSITIVELY AND EMPHATICALLY
THAT WE WILL GIVE THEM ALL NECESSARY PROTECTION.
-— EMBOFF: IF DOE ACCEPTS YOUR CONDITIONS AND RESIGNS
WHAT WOULD BE YOUR NEXT STEP?
-— TAYLOR: IF HE RESIGNS AT THIS PARTICULAR TIME WE DO
NOT WANT A VACUUM. THE SPEAKER CAN HOLD POWER FOR THE




NEXT FEW HOURS UNTIL WE GET INTO TOWN. WE WILL SET UP
AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT AND SET UP PROTECTION AND WORK
OUT THE DETAILS OF THE PROTECTION FOR HIS FOLLOWERS.
—-— EMBOFF: WHO WOULD MAKE UP THAT INTERIM GOVERNMENT?
—-— TAYLOR: I AM NOT IN A POSITION TO NAME MY
GOVERNMENT OVER THE RADIO. THE GOVERNMENT WILL BE
DECIDED BY THE NPFL.

—— EMBOFF: CAN YOU TELL ME IF THE INTERIM GOVERNMENT
COULD INCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT?

—-— TAYLOR: IT IS IMPOSSIBLE AT THIS TIME TO ENGAGE IN
SUCH CONJECTURE. INDIVIDUAL LIBERIANS WHO ARE
ACCEPTABLE TO THE PEOPLE AND TO US WILL BE INCLUDED IN
AN OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT.

~— EMBOFF: WE WILL RELAY THIS TO WASHINGTON. IF DOE
BT

#4205

BT

<N P—FEN-—EFA-1L SECTION 02 OF 02 ARIDJAN 14205
E.O0. 12356: DECL: OADR

TAGS: PREL, PINS, IV, LI

SUBJECT: TFLIOl: CONVERSATION WITH TAYLOR ON

RESIGNS, WOULD YOU BE IN A POSITION TO CEASE
HOSTILITIES?

-— TAYLOR: ALMOST IMMEDIATELY. IF DOE RESIGNS AND
NAMES HIS SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES NOW
TO HOLD OVER FOR THE NEXT FEW HOURS WE WILL CEASE
HOSTILITIES AND SET UP AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT. I EVEN
INTEND TO HAVE A SURPRISE ANNOUNCEMENT FOR THE WORLD
THAT WE INTEND TO STICK TO THE PROCESS OF FREE
ELECTIONS AT THE SOONEST POSSIBLE TIME. WE WILL MAKE
THAT ANNOUNCEMENT WHEN I GIVE A NATIONAL RADIO ADDRESS.
—-— EMBOFF: DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING ELSE FOR US?

—-— TAYLOR: YES, WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO A VERY QUICK
AND IMMEDIATE RESPONSE FROM THE ADMINISTRATION. WE
WANT A VERY CLOSE RELATIONSHIP, AND CAN ASSURE YOU AND
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE THAT WE INTEND TO USE THE BALLOT
BOX FOR THE GOOD OF ALL, INCLUDING FULL POLITICAL )
PARTICIPATION BY PARTIES AND GROUPS IN THE COUNTRY.

—— EMBOFF: IN CLOSING, I WOULD LIKE TO REPEAT ONCE
MORE OUR CONCERN FOR HUMANE TREATMENT OF ALL PEOPLE IN
THE COUNTRY.

—— TAYLOR: I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT CONCERN IS ALSO MY
CONCERN. THAT IS WHY WE HAVE PROCEEDED WITH CAUTION
ALL THESE WEEKS. WE WILL CONTINUE TO RESPECT
INTERNATIONAL LAW AND WILL ABIDE BY THE GENEVA
CONVENTION.

4. TAYLOR ALSO SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN DELAYED IN MAKING
CONTACT WITH US BECAUSE HIS RADIO HAD BLOWN A
TRANSFORMER, AND THAT HE HAD HAD TO MOVE TO A
DIFFERENT SITE. HE ASKED FOR HELP IN REPLACING THE
TRANSFORMER TO FACILITATE COMMUNICATION WITH US. WE
SAID WE WOULD LOOK INTO IT. WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT THE
PRECISE NEED 1IS. REQUEST DEPARTMENT GUIDANCE AS TO
WHETHER WE SHOULD PURSUE ISSUE FURTHER.




5. TAYLOR AGREED TO BE AVAILABLE FOR RADIO CONTACT
AGAIN JULY 3 AT 1800 ZULU. BROWN

BT

#4205
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SECTION: 01 OF 02
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4205

<TOR>

900703114616 MSG000268314376
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MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. GZ:TES Bepus, Moti Sec Advisay
THROUGH : DAVID c.‘,, LER, JR. B seen

FROM: JOHN M. ORDWA

SUBJECT: Summary of Conclusions on the Deputies Committee

SVTS Meeting, July 3, 1990, 5:00 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.

Attached at Tab I are the Summary of Conclusions for the July 3
Deputies Committee Meeting.

RECOMMENDATION

That you approve the Summary of Conclusions at Tab I for the

record.
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Why is the USG refusing to interfere to stop the
bloodashed taking place in Liberia since the fall of
the Doe regime?

Since the Liberian crisis began, we have consistently
gtated that we will not deploy U.S. fo;ces to Liberina
to intervene in that country's internal conflict in
any way. U.S. military forces have been tasked only
with the requiremanf to protect the lives of U.S.
citizens and evacuate them if they are threatened by
the fighting. We look to neighboring African
governments in ECOWAS and the OAU to continue their
efforts to bring peace to Liberia. We continue to_“_;
call on all persons in positions of authority or

influence in Liberia to help bring the bloodshed to

an engd.



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

03-Jul-1990 11:57 EDT

MEMORANDUM FOR:
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Date: Tue, 3 Jul 90 11:53 EST
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To: ORDWAY@VAXC

Original To: JNET%"ORDWAY@VAXC"
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<olBEy . DECLASSIFIED
SUBJECT: TFLIOl: CONVERSATION WITH TAYLOR ON PER E.O. 13526
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DOE RESIGNATION, CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES,
AND HUMANE TREATMENT FOR DOE FOLLOWERS

<TEXT>
BT
€——N—F—T—P—FEN—F—F &% SECTION 01 OF 02 ABIDJAN 14205
E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR
TAGS: PREL, PINS, IV, LI
SUBJECT: TFLIOl: CONVERSATION WITH TAYLOR ON

DOE RESIGNATION, CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES,

AND HUMANE TREATMENT FOR DOE FOLLOWERS
1. cONPIBEN®FAE -- ENTIRE TEXT.
"BEGIN SUMMARY"”
2. SUMMARY: TAYLOR TOLD US JULY 3 THAT IF DOE RESIGNED
TAYLOR WOULD ENSURE PROTECTION OF DOE’S FOLLOWERS AND
WOULD CEASE HOSTILITIES ALMOST IMMEDIATELY. HE WANTS
SPEAKER HILL TO FILL IN AS HEAD OF STATE DURING THE
SHORT TIME BEFORE THE NPFL TAKES OVER MONROVIA AND
FORMS AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT. HE DECLARED HIS
COMMITMENT TO HUMANE TREATMENT OF ALL LIBERIANS, AND
TO RESPECT INTERNATIONAL LAW AND THE GENEVA
CONVENTION, AS WELL AS HIS INTEREST IN "VERY CLOSE"
RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES. END SUMMARY.
“END SUMMARY"”
3. THE FOLLOWING IS A ROUGH TRANSCRIPT OF A
CONVERSATION WE HAD WITH TAYLOR AT APPROXIMATELY 1350
ZULU ON JULY 3:
2
CONFIDENTEAE
—-— EMBOFF: WE WANT TO CLARIFY A MESSAGE THAT WE SENT
THIS MORNING. DOE’S SPOKESMEN HAVE ASKED FOR
PROTECTION FOR DOE’S FOLLOWERS, NOT FOR DOE HIMSELF,
AS A CONDITION FOR HIS RESIGNATION. ARE YOU CLEAR ON
THAT DISTINCTION?
—-— TAYLOR: THAT SOUNDS REASONABLE. CAN YOU GIVE ME
NAMES? I DON’T THINK WE HAVE ANY MAJOR OBJECTIONS TO
SOME OF THE FOLLOWERS.
—— EMBOFF: WE ARE TALKING ABOUT HUMANE TREATMENT OF
ALL DOE’'S FOLLOWERS, INCLUDING KRAHN TROOPS.
-—- TAYLOR: YES. KRAHN TROOPS ARE LIBERIANS, AND WE
HAVE NO PROBLEM WITH KRAHN TROOPS. ALSO, WE HAVE NO
PROBLEM WITH THE SPEAKER. WE CONSIDER HIM AN
INDIVIDUAL WHO COULD HOLD POWER IN THE GOVERNMENT
UNTIL WE GET INTO TOWN.
—-— EMBOFF: I WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT YOU ARE ASSURING
PROTECTION FOR DOE’S FOLLOWERS, INCLUDING KRAHN TROOPS.
—-— TAYLOR: THAT IS CORRECT. I’'M SAYING THAT THEY ARE
LIBERIANS AND THAT WE OWE THEM PROTECTION UNDER THE
LAW. I AM SAYING TO YOU POSITIVELY AND EMPHATICALLY
THAT WE WILL GIVE THEM ALL NECESSARY PROTECTION.
-— EMBOFF: IF DOE ACCEPTS YOUR CONDITIONS AND RESIGNS
WHAT WOULD BE YOUR NEXT STEP?
—-— TAYLOR: IF HE RESIGNS AT THIS PARTICULAR TIME WE DO
NOT WANT A VACUUM. THE SPEAKER CAN HOLD POWER FOR THE




NEXT FEW HOURS UNTIL WE GET INTO TOWN. WE WILL SET UP
AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT AND SET UP PROTECTION AND WORK
OUT THE DETAILS OF THE PROTECTION FOR HIS FOLLOWERS.
-— EMBOFF: WHO WOULD MAKE UP THAT INTERIM GOVERNMENT?
-— TAYLOR: I AM NOT IN A POSITION TO NAME MY
GOVERNMENT OVER THE RADIO. THE GOVERNMENT WILL BE
DECIDED BY THE NPFL.

-— EMBOFF: CAN YOU TELL ME IF THE INTERIM GOVERNMENT
COULD INCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT?

-— TAYLOR: IT IS IMPOSSIBLE AT THIS TIME TO ENGAGE IN
SUCH CONJECTURE. INDIVIDUAL LIBERIANS WHO ARE
ACCEPTABLE TO THE PEOPLE AND TO US WILL BE INCLUDED IN
AN OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT.

-— EMBOFF: WE WILL RELAY THIS TO WASHINGTON. 1IF DOE
BT

#4205

BT

——N—F—F—B—EN—F—F—+A—F& SECTION 02 OF 02 ABIDJAN 14205
E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR

TAGS: PREL, PINS, IV, LI

SUBJECT: TFLIOl: CONVERSATION WITH TAYLOR ON

RESIGNS, WOULD YOU BE IN A POSITION TO CEASE
HOSTILITIES?

-— TAYLOR: ALMOST IMMEDIATELY. IF DOE RESIGNS AND
NAMES HIS SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES NOW
TO HOLD OVER FOR THE NEXT FEW HOURS WE WILL CEASE
HOSTILITIES AND SET UP AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT. I EVEN
INTEND TO HAVE A SURPRISE ANNOUNCEMENT FOR THE WORLD
THAT WE INTEND TO STICK TO THE PROCESS OF FREE
ELECTIONS AT THE SOONEST POSSIBLE TIME. WE WILL MAKE
THAT ANNOUNCEMENT WHEN I GIVE A NATIONAL RADIO ADDRESS.
-— EMBOFF: DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING ELSE FOR US?

—-- TAYLOR: YES, WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO A VERY QUICK
AND IMMEDIATE RESPONSE FROM THE ADMINISTRATION. WE
WANT A VERY CLOSE RELATIONSHIP, AND CAN ASSURE YOU AND
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE THAT WE INTEND TO USE THE BALLOT
BOX FOR THE GOOD OF ALL, INCLUDING FULL POLITICAL
PARTICIPATION BY PARTIES AND GROUPS IN THE COUNTRY.

—-— EMBOFF: IN CLOSING, I WOULD LIKE TO REPEAT ONCE
MORE OUR CONCERN FOR HUMANE TREATMENT OF ALL PEOPLE IN
THE COUNTRY.

-— TAYLOR: I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT CONCERN IS ALSO MY
CONCERN. THAT IS WHY WE HAVE PROCEEDED WITH CAUTION
ALL THESE WEEKS. WE WILL CONTINUE TO RESPECT
INTERNATIONAL LAW AND WILL ABIDE BY THE GENEVA
CONVENTION.

4. TAYLOR ALSO SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN DELAYED IN MAKING
CONTACT WITH US BECAUSE HIS RADIO HAD BLOWN A
TRANSFORMER, AND THAT HE HAD HAD TO MOVE TO A
DIFFERENT SITE. HE ASKED FOR HELP IN REPLACING THE
TRANSFORMER TO FACILITATE COMMUNICATION WITH US. WE
SAID WE WOULD LOOK INTO IT. WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT THE
PRECISE NEED IS. REQUEST DEPARTMENT GUIDANCE AS TO
WHETHER WE SHOULD PURSUE ISSUE FURTHER.




5. TAYLOR AGREED TO BE AVAILABLE FOR RADIO CONTACT

AGAIN JULY 3 AT 1800 ZULU. BROWN
BT
#4205

<SECT>

SECTION: 01 OF 02

{SSN>

4205

<TOR>

900703114616 MSG000268314376

<SECT>
SECTION: 02 OF 02

<SSN>

4205

<TOR>

900703114538 MSG000268314338
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DEPUTY COMMITTEE (SVTS) MEETING
TUESDAY, JULY 3, 1990
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