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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506
~-CONFEPENTE-LATr

June 14, 1990

ACTION %

MEMORANDUM FOR BRENT SCOWCROFT C?\

THROUGH: DAVID C.Q&ELLER, JR.
FROM: JOHN M. ORDWAY{J/
SUBJECT : Augmenting Security at Embassy Monrovia

The Deputies Committee has agreed that it would be prudent to ask
the President for authority to provide additional Marines to
protect the U.S. Embassy in Monrovia, Liberia, in case
circumstances would suddenly require such a move. This would be
a move far short of the full deployment necessary for an
emergency evacuation, but sufficient to deal with an intermediate-
breakdown of law and order that could threaten the safety of the
Embassy compound and its personnel.

Depending on the urgency of the requirement, DOD could provide
additional Marines in less than three hours from the MARG. Given
greater notice, JCS would prefer to bring in trained Marine
Security Guards from other locations--a scenario that would not
only get better trained Marines, but would preserve our position
that the MARG was to be used solely for evacuation purposes.

A draft memorandum from the President to the Secretary of Defense
is at Tab A, and has been cleared by State and JCS.

Concurrence by: Nick RostowA4fi

RECOMMENDAT ION

That you initial the memorandum to the President at Tab I.

Attachments
Tab I Memorandum to the President
Tab A Memorandum from the President to the Secretary of
Defense
Tab II Incoming from the State Department
~-CONFFIENTFRE
Declassify on: OADR ‘ DECLASSIFIED

PER E.O. 13526

2010 -2103 - MA
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

20703
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WM 123 /2ele

MEMORANDUM FOR THE \PRESIDENT

FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT

SUBJECT: Augmenting Embassy Security #n Monrovia, Liberia

Purpose

f Defense
the Chie

augment the Marine security
of Mission in Monrovia,

To direct the Secretary
guard upon the request o
Liberia.

Background

Despite the negotiations between the Government and the rebels in
Freetown, Sierra Leone, the\pofential for violence in Monrovia
remains extraordinarily hig An attack on the city by the
rebels, or a sudden departur&/ by President Doe, could trigger
widespread violence as deeply antagonistic ethnic groups seek to
settle scores. Under chaotic\conditions, security of the U.S.
Embassy compound could be threatened, particularly if Liberian
citizens begin to seek refyuge from the Embassy.

The NSC Deputies Committe
situation in Liberia, ha
from you authority to d

, whig¢h has been monitoring closely the
agreed\ that it would be prudent to seek
loy additional Marines to the Embassy
compound, should such a/scenario gevelop suddenly. Any such
deployment, which would be at the ‘request of the Chief of
Mission, would be limikted to protedting the Embassy and its
staff. Should there be a need to b&gin an emergency evacuation,
we would go back to you for authority to use the forces currently
deployed off the cqfst of Liberia.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter to Secretary Ch

=

ey at Tab A.

Attachment
Tab A Memorandum to Secretary Cheney

-CONF-FDENTIAT cc: Vice President
Declassify on: OADR Chief of S

CONHBENTAL



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

20703

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE RIZHARD CHENEY
The Sec Defense

SUBJECT: Augmenting assy Security in Monrovia, Liberia

\

|

The situation in Liberia to deteriorate.

| Notwithstanding the discugsions in eetown, Sierra Leone between

| representatives of the Government of Likeria and the National
Patriotic Front of Liberia, the threat of wiolence and a

| breakdown of law and order remains high. Protection of the

| United States Embassy and its personnel in Monrowia is a very
high priority. In ord to assure that this missi is
accomplished, I hereby/direct that, upon the request™Qf the Chief
of Mission in Liberia,/you proceed to augment the U.S.™Marine
Guard detachment at the Embassy, as required by the
circumstances. Any additional Marines so deployed shall operate
under the authority i

CONEEIPENTIAL DECLASSIFIED
Declassify on: OADR PER E.O. 13526

o0~ 2103-MR

]
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9013190
United States Department of State

20703

Washingion, D.C. 20520

‘ LIMITED OFFICIAL USE June 12, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT
THE WHITE HOUSE

SUBJECT: Augmentation of U.S. Marine Guards in
Liberia

At yesterday's Deputies Committee on Liberia, Bob Gates
asked that a draft memorandum be prepared on a contingency
basis regarding the possible augmentation of the Marine Guard
Detachment at the U.S. Embassy in Liberia. A draft is

‘ attached. The draft has been reviewed by the JCS and OSD.

0SD concurs in the language as drafted. However, JCS
objects on policy grounds to the parenthetical language in the
mission statement on protecting the Greystone complex and
non-U.S. nationals. We have been informed that the Chairman
believes that the fundamental issue of assigning such a mission
should be decided by the President.

In any event, the final document would have to be reviewed

prior to final submission to the President if the circumstances
lead us to recommend the augmentation.

. $tapletVon Roy
ecutive Secre y

Attachment:

As stated.

: al
: \
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June ; 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Augmentation of U.S. Marine Guard Detachment
in Liberia : i

Due the current uncertain situdtion in Liberia, and in
order to ensure that the United States Embassy ‘and personnel in
that country are adequately protected, I hereby direct that you
proceed to augment the U.S. Marine Guard Detachment at the
Embassy in Monrovia as required by the circumstances. The
Marines shall operate in accordance with the normal operational
guidelines applicable 'to the Marine Guard in Liberia, and may
be used to protect Embassy personnel and property (including
the Greystone housing complex as well non-U.S. nationals who
may be present in these locations with the consent of the Chief
of Mission) in accordance W1th the instructions .of the Chief of
Mission. . g
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

NCLASSIFIED WITH 20701

SECRET ATTACHMENT
June 12, 1990

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM F. SITTMANN

THROUGH DAVID C. ‘N_M,LER, JR.
FROM: JOHN M. ORDWA\%\

SUBJECT : Minutes of the Députies Committee SVTS Meeting on

Liberia, June 8, 1990

Attached at Tab I are the Minutes of the Deputies Committee SVTS
Meeting on Liberia, \June 8.

RECOMMENDATION
That you approve and| §ile the attached Minutes for the record.

Approve Disapprove

Attachment
Tab I Minutes

DECLASSIFIED
White House Guidelines
E.O. 12958, SEC 3.4 (B) September 11, 2006
By caf  NARA, Date nlzole

UNCLASSIFIED W.TH
SEEREF ATTACHMENT
Declassify on: OADR
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June 12, 1990

ACTION M‘%‘:‘%

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. GATES

THROUGH : DAVID C. M@HLER, JR.
FROM: JOHN M. ORDWA
SUBJECT: Summary of Conclusions of Deputies Committee SVTS

Meeting on Liberia, June 8, 1990

Attached at Tab I is the Summary of Conclusions of the Deputies
Committee SVTS Meeting on Liberia on June 8.

RECOMMENDATION

That you approve the Summary of Conclusions at Tab I.
Approve (; Disapprove

Attachment
Tab I Summary of Conclusions
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By e NARA, Date l30)d
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DATE: June 8, 1990
LOCATION: White House Situation Room
TIME: 6:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

SUBJECT: Summary of Conclusions of Deputies Committee SVTS
Meeting on Liberia ()

PARTICIPANTS; ST
N }i\}'/._:r;‘;

State: White House: . "t
Robert Kimmitt Robert Gates =L o i‘ﬂ z
Herman J. Cohen Andrew Card == 4
James Bishop _%@ I:=

NSC: > s
DOD: Nick Rostow % &
Paul Wolfowitz John Ordway s ¥
CIA:

John Helgerson
|‘(b)(3) . e

JCS 3
Michael Carns
Thomas Kelly

OMB:
William Diefenderfer
Philip DuSault
mmar f nclusion

It was agreed that:

- The US would agree to use the Embassy in Freetown as
venue for talks between the Government and the rebels.

&)
= Marines could be used to protect the Greystone
compound, if necessary. ()

i The White House would urge the Senate to take up Pete
de Vos’ nomination as Ambassador to Liberia as soon as
possible. (§%9]

ke There would be further consideration of taking
threatened Liberians who had sought refuge from the
Embassy to another location, possibly in Liberia, if
there were a total US pullout. (&}
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MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT GATES ;~ 2* 'ég =N
f < X g
THROUGH : DAVID C. MILLER, Jr{ Y S % EY
‘ N\
FROM: JOHN M. ORDWAY% . |
SUBJECT: Deputies Committee Meeting on Liberia: June 8

Today’s Deputies Committee meeting follows two PCC sessions: one
Thursday afternoon, and another at 4:00 today, just before the
Deputies meet.

There have been no dramatic developments since yesterday morning.
The AFL has moved back onto the Firestone Plantation, apparently
with little or no resistance from the rebels. This could slow
the rebel drive, but the timing of a move against Roberts or
Monrovia still remains uncertain.

Doe has agreed to a proposal by the Liberian Council of Churches
(LCC) for discussions with the rebels. The LCC asked us to pass
the proposal on to Taylor’s people, which we have done. They
asked that we consider a U.S. or UN peacekeeping force, which we
have flatly rejected. Finally, they asked for U.S. assistance in
facilitating the meeting, either on board a U.S. ship, or in a
neighboring country. Although the idea of a meeting on board a
U.S. ship is a complete non-starter, we might want to look at the
pros and cons of offering transport and other facilitative
assistance should the parties agree to a meeting in a third
country. (Taylor, however, is unlikely to agree to a meeting
unless Doe goes as part of the bargain. Doe remains adamant on
this point.)

There are unconfirmed reports of 20-30 people being murdered by
the AFL after they moved back onto the Firestone Plantation.
Earlier, undisciplined behavior by NPFL forces had expatriates at
the plantation extremely worried, but there are no reports any of
them have been harmed. Similar NPFL behavior at the Bong mine
has led to an evacuation of expatriates in the Bong region,
including Americans, which will be carried out by a German air
charter.

Preparations for our own evacuation from Monrovia on Sunday are
in good shape. There will be three flights from Monrovia to
Abidjan, followed by an L-1011 charter to Charleston, S.C. State
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is picking up the tab of $200,000 from the K fund. As of
yesterday, most of the evacuees had onward destinations in the
U.S. HHS is responsible for meeting and assisting evacuees, as
well as ensuring they get to their onward destinations.

The legal status of the Greystone compound, and under what
authority we would put Marines into it, was still uncertain when
I last checked. You may wish to ask for an update.

The issue of putting in Marines to protect the ATO sites is being
re-examined. These are diplomatic properties.

State has continued to brief the Hill. You might ask for an
updated readout of Congressional reaction.

Bob Kimmitt has apparently been in contact with Baker on the
issue of sending Hank Cohen out to talk to Doe and/or Taylor.
They may want to go back to the President. I recommend,

however, that you not bring this issue up with the Deputies.




-SEGRET- RECORD Imna .
NSC/S PROFILE RECEIVED®™TT JUN 90 11

TO: GATES

FROM: ORDWAY . DOC DATE: 11 JUN 90
MILLER : SOURCE REF:

KEYWORDS: LIBERIA DC

PERSONS:

SUBJECT: BACKGROUND MATERIAL FOR DC MTG ON 11 JUN RE LIBERIA

ACTION: NOTED BY GATES DUE DATE: 14 JUN 90 STATUS: C

STAFF OFFICER: ORDWAY LOGREF: 9020696 9020700
p—

NSCGP: DC138 CODES :

DOCUMENT DISTRIBUTION

FOR _ACTION FOR _CONCURRENCE FOR INFO
FRASURE
NSC CHRON

DECLASSIFIED
White House Guidelines
E.0. 12958, SEC 3.4 (B) September 11, 2006
By cap_ NARA, Date n)zolo9

COMMENTS :
DISPATCHED BY DATE BY HAND  W/ATTCH
OPENED BY: NSDAI CLOSED BY: NSCDM DOC 1 OF 3




DOC ACTION OFFICER

001 GATES

001

002 ORDWAY
003 SCOWCROFT
003

SECRET- RECORD ID: 9020703
ACTION DATA SUMMARY REPORT

. CAQO ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED

90061112 FOR INFORMATION

90070713 NOTED BY GATES

90061312 PREPARE MEMO FOR SGOWCROFT
90061611 FWD TO PRES FOR ‘SIG
90061611 OBE PER APNSA

NN XK IN

DECLASSIFIED -
White House Guidelines
E.O. 12958, SEC 3.4 (B) September 11, 2006
By caf  NARA, Date ji/50)s9




National Security Council
The White House

Y, g LR,

PROOFED BY:
URGENT NOT PROOFED: SYSTEM: - PRS C )INT
BYPASSED WW DESK: poctoe N\ N\ho
M SEQUENCETO HAS SEEN DISPOSITION
, N o/
Bill Sittmann \ s -—-L-
Bob Gates 9~
Brent Scowcroft
Bill Sittmann
?
. . m
Situation @om 5
ONe
West ng-Desk o ‘WCP( ’Y A F\
o / y ?53, @
NSC Secrétariat 4
i =
o =
[ aevae
=
T e ————
A = Action ( I= InformatioB D = Dispatch R = Retain N = No further Action
e ST =
cc: VP Sununu Other
Should be seen by:
(Date/Time)
COMMENTS

&!\M\o\ oy L 07




Withdr-.awal/Redaction Sheet -
(George Bush Library)

Document No.
and Type

Subject/Title of Document

Date Restriction

05. Memo

redacted] (2 pp.)

From John M. Ordway to Robert Gates, Re: Deputies
Committee Meeting on Liberia: June 11 [FOIA restrictions

6/11/90 (b)), (b)(3)

Collection:

Record Group:  Bush Presidential Records
Office:

Series;

National Security Council
H-Files |

Subseries: NSC/DC Meetings Files
WHORM Cat.:

File Location:

‘Document Partially Declassified
(Copy of Document Follows)
By MM ON 5/23/2023

NSC/DC 138 - June 08, 1990 - NSC/DC Meeting on Liberia via SVTS, Keywords: Liberia

Date Closed: 11/30/2009

- OA/ID Number: 90014-027

FOIA/SYS Case #:
Re-review Case #:
P-2/P-5 Review Case #:

2005-1002-F

Appeal Case #:
Appeal Disposition:
Disposition Date:

AR Case #:
AR Disposition: \
AR Disposition Date:

MR Case #:
MR Disposition:

2010-2103-MR(504)
Released in Part
11/23/2016

MR Disposition Date:

RESTRICTION CODES

Freedom of Information Act (FQIA) - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

(b)(1) National security classified information

(b)(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an
agency ' ’

(b)(3) Release would violate a Federal statute

(b)(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial.
information
~(b)(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion

of personal privacy .

(b)(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes

(b)(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
financial institutions )

(b}(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information ~
.| concerning wells

Deed of Gift Réstrictions

C(1). Closed by Executive Order 13526, governing access to national
security information

C(2) Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the information
C(3) Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of
gift [formerly listed as only C)

PRM. Removed as a personal record misfile

.

Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)]

P-2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA]
P-5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President and
his advisors, or between such advisors [(a)(5) of the PRA]




) ATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
7: WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

o June 11, 1990

‘s,
(7

TP
INFORMATION
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FROM: JOHN M. ORDWA\%)

SUBJECT: Deputies Committee Meeting on Liberia: June 11

At today’s Deputies Committee meeting, I suggest you raise the
following issues.

. o L - There has been no
significant change in the military situation, although there may
have been a minor shift in the rebels’ favor at the Firestone
Plantation. Earlier reports that they took Roberts Field have
been disproved. Tension remains high in Monrovia, with
continuing reports of murders and atrocities (none of which can
be confirmed.) Several key generals are planning to leave the
country, and have asked for foreign exchange to facilitate their
rapid departure. If they left, this would substantially weaken
the AFL, including the "elite" units guarding the capital.

r«mmm)j;

Second, a report on the evacuation of Americans which is
scheduled to be completed at 12:18 today when the flight with 349
people on board arrives at Charleston. Latest word from State is
that they have another 50 people who want to leave, and
anticipate having 120 by early next week. State is going to
propose at today’s meeting that DOD provide an aircraft to
transport these people back to the U.S.

Third, and most importantly, is the status of the talks in
Freetown. As this is being drafted, neither the GOL nor the NPFL
delegations appears to have departed for Sierra Leone. (The LCC
team arrived this morning.) The Government belatedly realized
that we were not responsible for their transportation and
accommodations in Freetown. The rebels at Bong mine won’t let
the German plane land which is to take the NPFL delegation as
well as expatriates to Freetown. (Reportedly, when more senior
NPFL members arrive at Bong, the flight clearance problem will be
straightened out.)

Depending on the outcome of your conversation with Larry
Eagleburger, the could be further discussion of the precise role
that the U.S. should be playing 'in the talks in Sierra Leone.
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Finally, State may raise the issue of augmenting Embassy
" security, perhaps using Marines from the MARG. This step, which
‘'would require NCA authorization, should be very carefully
examined and fully coordinated with both State and DOD/JCS.




