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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

UNCLASSIFIED with 20685
SECRET- ATTACHMENT

June 5, 1990
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM F. SITTMANN

THROUGH: DAVID C. MIW&% JR.

FROM: DAVID KAEUPER%}/\/

SUBJECT: Minutes of Deputies Committee SVTS Meeting on
Liberia, June 4, 1990, 4:15 - 5:00 pm and June
5, 1990, 1:15 - 2:00 pm

Attached at Tab I are the minutes of the Deputies Committee SVTS
on Liberia, June 4, 1990. At Tab II is the Summary of
Conclusions for the June 4 meeting. The minutes of the June 5
Deputies Committee SVTS on Liberia are at Tab III, and the
Summary of Conclusions for the June 5 meeting is at Tab IV.

RECOMMENDATION
That you approve and filivjhe attached minutes for the record.

Approve Disapprove

Attachment

Tab I Minutes for June 4 Meeting

Tab II Summary of Conclusions for June 4 Meeting

Tab III Minutes for June 5 Meeting

Tab IV Summary of Conclusions for the June 5 Meeting
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Summary of Conclusions

It was agreed that:

The U.S. military’s role is to facilitate evacuation
only. (&)

We need to counter a prevalent Liberian view that U.S.
troops are present to help resolve their internal
difficulties. (&}

We tell Doe in a general, non-specific way, that his
life may be in danger.

We postpone for several days any approach to Doe asking
specifically that he leave Liberia. (8)

We continue to expand our contacts with Taylor. (&)

We pursue the idea of free passage for Krahn soldiers
and families from Monrovia to their home area without
abetting the formation of a new anti-government force
in the countryside. (&}

We continue to plan for contingencies such as a
broader-based evacuation than is being planned, mobbing
of the U.S. Mission, anarchy/chaos, how to respond if
neighboring governments ask the U.S. to intervene to
restore law and order, and low-profile protection for
key U.S. installations. (3)
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Summary of Conclusions

It was agreed that:

- The MARG is on station to protect U.S. citizens, not
property. (U)
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Our security posture under present conditions is
appropriate for protecting USG personnel and property.

The threat to Doe’s life has been handled
appropriately. (%)

Our present approach to Doe is limited to warning him
about his deteriorating position and prospects and

offering to assist him in leaving Liberia. (%]
Further guidance on approaching Doe about departing
Liberia will be sought from General Scowcroft. (&)
SFERET
L\ 1\
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Deputies Committee: Liberia

The closure of Charles Taylor’s rebel forces on Monrovia from the
north and east is leading the USG to some critical decision
points that are complicated by Doe’s resolute denial that his
position is collapsing. The principal objective of this meeting
is to update situation reports, define the key issues more

and lay out next USG steps which cam come to terms with
Doe’s refusal or inability to deal with reality. The agenda is
State, CIA, JCS, 0SD, and OMB will be participating.

clearly,

at Tab A.

l‘1 4(c)

Liberians Stlll expect Amerlcan 1ntervent10n whlch

w1ll resolve their problems, and could get nasty if we evacuate.
This would have implications for both Americans and other
foreigners remaining behind and for the longer term well-being of

Liberia.

JCS assets are in position for an evacuation and plans well
advanced for using them. Some tactical questions still need to

be resolved such as exactly what airfields and which beaches are
most appropriate for an evacuation. This can be resolved at the

working level.

We have a good fix on non-American categories and

numbers for evacuation.

Diplomatic initiatives: State was hopeful that Peter Mc Pherson,
who has some rapport with Doe, could convince him the military
situation is hopeless, and that he would be wise to leave

The USG has stopped short of telling Doe he ought to
go, but JCS is prepositioning a C130 which could evacuate him on

5-hours notice.

A helicopter evacuation option is also being

considered for quicker response. Taylor has said publicly within
the last several days that the fighting would stop if Doe resigns
and leaves Liberia. Such action would facilitate a plan for a

Declassify on:

OADR DECLASSIFIED IN PART

PER E.O. 13526

2010 -2699.- MR
MM 8/n/1°!6

;




SEGRET

SECRET- ‘ 2

peaceful transition of power being worked out by State in
consultation with prominent Liberians and the rebels. 1In a
telephone conversation with Mc Pherson this morning, however, Doe
refused to admit to serious military problems. Thus, this
crucial message remains undelivered. State has rejected, rightly
in my view, the offer from one of Doe’s most unsavory officers,
General Julue, to bring Doe to the US Embassy compound for
discussions (he also offered to kill Doe in return for help
leaving Liberia).

Legal issues: During the discussion, you may wish to raise legal
issues. The key question is, if things get nasty, what are the
authorities of the troops supporting an evacuation. While any
action may be justified within the context of the evacuation
mission, there may also be implications for the War Powers Act
and for international law. There are also the decisions and
process attending the declaration of a NEO.

Next steps: How can Doe be made to understand his situation and
to cooperate in facilitating a relatively peaceful transition of
power? State has a good plan, but it will not work without Doe’s
cooperation. Is there some other way? If in the intelligence
community’s best judgment declaration of a NEO would provoke
mayhem, is there a better way to reduce Americans’ exposure and
risk? If Americans and other foreigners are at little risk, why
wait to order an evacuation? At what point must we declare a
NEO? When one American or several are hurt or particularly
threatened? What are the threshold criteria?

bl . W
Concurrence by: Nicholas Rostow
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INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. GATES

THROUGH : DAVID C. M{ﬁ\% JR.

FROM: DAVID KAEUPE@

SUBJECT: Deputies Committee Meeting: Liberia
Monday, June 4, 1990, 1:15 pm

There is little to add to yesterday’s meeting updating the
situation in Liberia. Fragmentary reporting based on SIGINT that
Roberts International had fallen to Taylor’s troops remains
unconfirmed. There is fighting around the field, but the

outcome is unknown at this point. It might not make that much
difference in operational terms. The field is now closed to any
normal operations, and cut off by the fighting for any evacuation
purposes. Confirmation, however, could have some psychological
impact on Monrovians and increase pressure for broadening
evacuation planning and brokering a solution.

Ambassador Brown has apparently seen Taylor, but no reports have
yet been received. Something may arrive before the meeting.
Nick Rostow met this morning with counterparts to discuss legal
issues which the situation is raising. He will let you know
directly if any legal questions need to be discussed.

Following up on yesterday’s meeting, we will want to review the
following issues:

-- getting a message to Doe that his position is hopeless
and our willingness to help him leave the country;

-- results of our expanded contacts with Taylor;

-— progress on free passage for Krahn soldiers and their
families;

-- a "generic" warning to Doe that his life may be
threatened;
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-- continued planning for contingencies: a broader-based
evacuation than is being planned, mobbing of the US
Mission, anarchy/chaos, how to respond if neighboring
governments ask the US to intervene to restore law and
order, and low-profile protection for key US
installations.

It occurs to us that Doe might be in a somewhat stronger
bargaining position than we have credited him with. 1000
Israeli-trained and determined Krahn soldiers in Monrovia could
hold on for some time given the geography of the city. And,
whether he has planned it or not, Doe’s forces could essentially
hold the city at ransom or, if they fight for it, bring strong
pressure from the international community for a pivotal US peace-
keeping role and for evacuating non-combatants.
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