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E n l c The ERIC Clearinghouse on
Hondicopped ond Gifted Children

The ERIC Clearinghouse on Handicapped and Gifted Children is pleased to send you
the enclosed microfiche and resume(s) of your publication(s).

The resume(s) appeared in the June 1979 issue of RESOURC ES IN EDUCATION
(RIE), the monthly abstract publication of the Educational Resources Information
Center (ERIC).

Copies of your publication may be purchased in microfiche and hard copy reproduction,
at the prices indicated in the resume(s), from the ERIC Document Reproduction Ser- -
vices, P. O. Box 190, Arlington, VA 22210.

The resume(s) also will appear in EXCEPTIONAL CHILD EDUCATION RESOURCES
(ECER) the quarterly journal of abstracts published by The Council for Exceptional
Children, and in bibliographies issued by the CEC Information Ceater.

We hope that you will continue to send s review copies of documents pertaining to
research, service, and education for Handicapped and gifted persons.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Sincerely,

Marion Cambe!
Acquisitions Coordinator
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The Coundil for Exceptional Children
1920 Rssodation Drive, Reston, Virginia 22091 @ (703) 620-3660
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PREFACE

Handicapped individuals are becoming more and more
involved in the mainstream of everyday life. As a result of
enlightened attitudes, legislative rights mandates, and
modern barrier-free building standards, disabled people
have more opportunities to be heard. Consumer involvement
is now required by Chapter XXV of the regulations relating
to vocational rehabilitation. Section 504 of the Rehabili-
tation Act places great emphasis on consumer involvement.
Handicapped individuals are being hired to fill decision
making positions and to work as consultants throughout the
field of rehabilitation. Advisory committees and task forces
made of up handicapped people are suddenly in vogue. With
all of these initiatives, handicapped people are beginning to
seek and find new ways of meeting the demand for their repre-
sentative and meaningful involvement. Consulting and advocacy
organizations are being formed everywhere. The Coalition theme
is predominate. Statewide coalitions of handicapped individuals
have recently been formed in Texas, Oklahoma, California, and
Massachusetts.

The following report is a narrative description of a
training project for handicapped consumer leaders which was
conceived and sponsored by the Houston Coalition for Barrier

Free Living, a Houston-based disabled rights organization.



Funding for the project was arranged by the Regional Rehabi-
Titation and Training Center at Texas Institute for Rehabili- _
~ tation and Research and Baylor College of Medicine (RT 4). This
report is designed to document the project itself, and to
provide useful information for persons or groups who may wish
toirep]icate it.

Although projecf planning began in‘eér1y fall, 1977, and
the final project report was not completed until late spring,
1978, most of the project éffort was devoted to a two day
Leadership Training.Conference and Organization Workshop for
handicapped individuals held in Houston on February 18 and 19,
1978 and attended by 61 handicapped leaders from Texas, Louisiana;
Oklahoma, Arkansas, and New Mexico. Perhaps the most significant
~result of this meeting was the formation of the Texas Coalition
of Citizens with Disabilities.

Section 1 of this report jnc]udes the original pros-
pectus or grant proposal submitted to the funding agents by CBFL,
a discussion of the conference planning process and a description
of pre-conference arrangements. Section II’focuses on the
Conference itself. The Conference agenda and list of meeting
participants and selected excerpts from the Conference proceedings
are included in this portion of the report.FSection IIT deals
~ with post conference evaluation and feedback. Data analysis from

evaluation questionaires, information relating to the budget, and

reprints of letters from Conference attendees may also be found




in this section.

The CBFL would 1ike to acknowledge and thank everyone
who participated in this project. Particular thanks should
be given to CBFL members who volunteered and worked diligently
on this project from beginning to end, to Texas Institute for
Rehabilitation and Research and Baylor College of Medicine (RT 4)
who paid the bills, and to the American Coalition of Citizens
with Disabilities who generously provided information and

technical assistance.



CBFL Will Stage Leadership Conference

BY Tim Fleck

The Coalition has been awarded a
$10,000 U.S. Department of Health,
Education and Welfare grant through
Texas Institute of Rehabilitation
and Research (RT4) to stage a lea-
dership conference and workshop here
this spring.

""The conference will bring to-

gether handicapped leaders from Texas

and the four bordering states, Ark-
ansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and New
Mexico," says Coalition board mem-
ber Lex Frieden.

FREEWHEELING

"Participants at the upcoming
conference will e informa-
tion about developments in their
comunities. They will compare tac-
tics for achieving goals like acces-
sible mass transit, barrier-free
housing, and the enactment and en-
forcement of legislation guaran-
teeing disabled people the right to
a conplete education and equal em-
pL k.

c)?[m:mhape the conference will lay
the groundwork for statewide coali-
tions of disabled people in Texas

and surrounding states," Frieden
concludes.

The conference will be held Feb.
18 and 19th at the Intercontinen-
tal Holiday Irm. Approximately 40

persons will be at the gathering,
including ten attendants.

ts of the conference
will include speeches by nationally
known disabled rights leaders. At
least one conference session will
be open to Coalition members who
wish to attend.

@E& Coalition for Barrier Free Living

HOUSTON, TEXAS

Volume 2, Number 2

~  DECEMBER, 1977




INTRODUCTION

The Coalition for Barrier Free Living is a consumer-
oriented, Hduston based non-profit organization composed of
.handicapped people and their non-handicapped supporters. It has
a dues paying membership of approximately 300 persons, among
them educators, counselors, government officials, doctors,
architects, and many other representatives of various prb—
.fessions. The Coalition has existed since 1975 and is dedi-
cated to making the Tiving environment in Houston more hos-
pitable for disabled people. It has sought to acheive this Qoa]
through involvement with governmental and non-governmental groups
fn the fields of transportation, hbusing, arcﬁitectura] design,
mass media, and education. Coalition policy is set by a board
elected from the membership. The board meets monthly and the
general membership meets every two months. The board members
are very active in the fuﬁctioning of the Coalition and are
assisted in tHeir efforts by two fulltime Volunteers in Service
fo America (VISTA). The Coalition office ig 1ocatéd at Easter
Seals Headquarters, 3630 West Dallas. The office phone is
526-1651.

Following the White House Conference on Handicapped
Individuals in May, 1977, the CBFL decided that a statewide
organization of disabled people was needed in Texas to maintain
advocacy gffokts for the disabled at the state Tevel. In order

to implement this idea, the Board of Directors of the CBFL

\

O



appointed a three member committee whose responsibility was to
plan a statewide conference for organizing a coalition of
disabled persons and able-bodied supporters in Texas. This
committee approached the Regional Rehabilitation and Training
Center in Houston (RT 4) and requested a grant for the needed
funding.

This center, a joint project of Texas Institute for
Rehabilitation and Research (TIRR) and Baylor College of
Medicine, is one of 19 such centers in the country funded
by the Rehabilitation Services Administration.

In addition to maintaining consumer involvement within
the Center itself, RT 4 supports consumer involvement outside
in a number of ways. Staff persons, both disabled and non-disabled,
are active in advisory and decision-making capacities in many
organizations of and for handicapped individuals. RT 4 personnel
participate regularly as speakers, presentors, and resource
persons at meetings and conferences of handicapped individuals.
Additionally, many consumer oriented special events are planned
and sponsored by the Center. Because of this attitude toward
maximum consumer involvement, the CBFL Conference proposal was
received by RT 4 with great enthusiasm.

RT 4 staff suggested that the proposal be expanded so
that the conference could include participants from the four
other states in Federal Region IX. After some negotiation, the
proposal was submitted for review by authorities at several
levels. The following proposal was accepted and approved by

RT 4 in October, 1977.




LEADERSHIP TRAINING CONFERENCE AND ORGANIZATION WORKSHOP

COALITION FOR BARRIER FREE LIVING

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

Lex Frieden
Bob Geyer
Bob Kafka

Objective: to provide an opportunity for handicapped consumer
leaders from across the region to meet, learn, and share infor-
mation about their respective organizations with the goal of
facilitating the organization of several statewide coalitionms.

A two day meeting of forty selected individuals will be held in
Houston during the fall, 1977. Participants will be primarily
handicapped persons who have demonstrated leadership ability
and who represent a variety of disability types and organiza-
tions throughout the region.

Planning for the conference will be done by a select committee
of eight representatives from across the region. Primary pro-
gram management and organization will be the responsibility of
the Houston Coalition for Barrier Free Living.

Budget:

*Planning Committee Meeting
(a)transportation $680.00
(b)attendants 170.00
(c)room and lunch 100.00

$950.00

*Regional Conference (2 days & 2 nights)

(a)transportation (40 persons) $3400.00
(b) attendants 1190.00




LF/asm
10/11/77

(c)rooms (27 @$31) $1674.00
(double occup.)
(d)meeting rooms 100.00
(e)supplemental ground transp. - 250.00
(f)phone, supplies, copying,
etc. 500.00
(g)secretarial asst. 600.00
(h) speaker/trainers
(2 persons of national
repute) 1000.00
TOTAL...... $9664.00

+ indirect, etec.



A11 project funds were held in a special account by RT 4 and
disbursed by check upon receipt of validated bills or check requests
from CBFL.

After securing funding, the CBFL Planning Committee set dates,
produced a tentative agenda, created a regional planning committee,
and secured a site suitable for the conference. They were assisted
during this stage of the project and throughout the conference
itself by two Volunteers in Service to America who were assigned
to the CBFL. Sub-committees were appointed by this committee to
organize and manage various items associated with the conference.

The primary committees were registration, volunteers, and trans-
portation. CBFL members worked on these committees and functioned
as volunteers during the conference itself.

The CBFL Committee also initiated correspondence with the
American Coaltion of Citizens with Disabilities in an effort to
obtain technical assistance in planning the conference and organizing

the state coalitions.



American
Coalition of
LCitizens with
Disabilities
ing. .

Room 817, 1246 Connecticut Avenue, N. W ® (202) 785-4265 )
Washington, D.C. 20036 ) S

N - : . October 16, 1977

Mr. Lex Frieden
967 Meadowvale.
Houston, Texas 77042

. Dear Lex:

Frank has informed me about the meeting you are planning this coming
winter. I am excited to hear about it, and hope that I can be of |
assistance to you,

I have enclosed names and addresses of individual members and organiza-
tional members in the five states:i K Texas, Arkansas, Okla, New Mexico,
and Louisiana. As you can see, our contacts in. some of these states

are minimal, and your meeting will be very important. I have also
‘enclosed a preliminary booklet that is in the process of being developed.
Take a look at it and you can attempt to utilize it, but T am aware of. ., .
many errors and omissions in it. It will probably be completed later '
this year. .

Please let me know if you need further names and addresses.. We do have.

a mailing list on hand, and I would be more than happy to get them to you.
Please allow a bit more time to receive these, however, as they dare on
individual index cards and will take a few days to assemble.

As you can see from the ené¢losed letter, I have also contacted Apna Fay,
ACCD Coalition Development Chairperson, about your meeting and she should
be in touch with you shortly.

Look forward to hearing from you.

© Sincerely yours,

Y2,

Jacobi

ssistant to the Director




COMPOSITION OF REGIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE

The Planning Committee was made up of three members of the
CBFL committee who had been appointed by the CBFL Board and one
liason person representing each of the five states. These state
representatives were selected by the CBFL Committee. They were
originally identified by the ACCD Executive Office and by per-
sonal acquaintance either directly or indirectly with CBFL
committee members. Each state liason person was known by repu-
tation as a leader and handicapped activist in their own state.
Mike Phillips was President of the Oklahoma Coalition of Citizens
with Disabilities. Joe Register was Director of the Arkansas
White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals. Ralph
Markward was President of the New Mexico Zia PVA Chapter.
Sudie Robinson was Vice-President of Place International, an
activist group in Louisiana. Pat Pound was Vice-President of
an Austin-based group called MIGHT. Efforts were made to
appoint a deaf person to the planning committee as liason person
from one state. However, personal scheduling conflicts prevented

this. There were two blind persons and six wheelchair users

on this committee.
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TEXAS INSTITUTE FOR REHABILITATION AND RESEARCH |
IN THE
TEXAS lMEDICAL CENTER
1333 MOURSUND AVENUE
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77030
P. O. Box 20095 Telephone

Houston, Texas 77025 Area Code 713, 797-1441

Novemben 28, 1977

- Dean Confenence Planning Committee Memben:

Thank you forn agreeding to parnticipate with us in planning the
forthcoming Regional Leadenship Training Conference and Coalition
Workshop. As you know, we have schedufed a committee meeting to

be held on Saturday, Decemben 10, 1977. This meeting will begin

at 10:00 a.m. at the Alnport Host Hotel. The hotel is easdily
accessible from edlthen arnival terminal vida the undernground shuttle
thain in the Lowen Level of the alrporkt. Directions Lo the meeting
noom will be available at the hotel registration desk.

Lunch will be provided at the meeting. We plan to finish oun
business by 4:00 p.m. 50 that everyone can get home for suppek.

PLease make youn own travel anrangements. We will nedimburnse you
forn coach class ainfane.

T am enclosing the folLowing matenials forn your review prion to
the meeting:

1. a CBFL brochure and newsletten
2. a brief project descrniption and preliminary congerence
agenda
" 3., a tentative planning committee meeting agendq o
4. a List of planning committee membens and afpiliations.

Since one of our primany tasks at the Decembern 10 meeting will

be electing participants fonr the conference to be held February

16 & 19, 1978, it 448 Amportant for you Lo survey condumer ghoups
and individuals Lin youn state and to make some pneﬂim{nany'judge—
ments and necommendations. PLease bring Lists of groups with you
to the meeting {n addition to background matenials which may
support oun final selections. ALso, Lif you have access to whitien
matenials produced by or about censumer groups Ln your state,
please bring them to the planning meeiing for discussion.



We Look forward to working with you and we sincerely appreciate
yourn participation in this project.

Sincenely,

Lex Frleden

enclosunesd

LF/asm
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Decemben 10 - PLANNING MEETING AGENDA

Saturday, Dec. 10

10:00-11:00 a.m. - deschiption of project
and tentative plans for conference

11:00-12:30 - 6indﬂize conference agenda
12:30-1:30 - Runch

1:30-4:00 - discuss participant selection
enitenia and make preliminary recommen-
dations '

LF/asm
11777
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REGIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING DECEMBER 10, 1977

The Regional Planning Committee met on December, 10, 1977 at
the Airport Hosf Hotel in Houston from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The meéting
agenda called for discusgions related to three major areas: (1) logis-
tical arrangements, (2) conference aéenda; (3) participant selection.
The Regional Planning Committee approved plans to hold the workshop
on February 18-19, 1978 at the Houston Airport Holiday Inn. It was
agreed that eight participants from each of the five states in the
region would be selected and invited to attend the worksﬁop.
Additional participants could be invited as fgnds permit at the
discretion of the Regional P]anning Committee. CBFL would reimburse
participants for round trip coach class air fére‘and would providé
banquet tickets and sleeping rooms, double occupancy, for two nights.
Accessible ground transportation to and from the airport, volunteer
attendant assistance, and interpreters for the deaf would also be
provﬁded by CBFL as requested. Participants would be expected to pay
for their own meals and any or all personal or incidental expeﬁses
(such as long distance telephone ca11§, transportation to and from
their home airports, etc.). Each state woqu be allowed up to two
personal care attendanfs a§ requiréd. Expenses for these individuals
would be handled in a mahﬁer consistent‘With'the po1icy-described
above.‘Pgrticipants desiring to drive to and from the meeting Wou]d
be reimbursed at a rate of 17¢ per mile, or at a rate equivé]ent
to round trip coach class air fare from the same approximate 1océtion,
whichever was Tess. It was pointed out that any means of conserving

transportation funds such as sharing rides or attendants would increase



the possibility that"gdaié%ongl"pargféfsahts could be invited to the
workshop; | '

The fo]]owing'tentative cbnference agenda was deve]obed and
approved'by the Regional P]anning'Commiftee. Invited participants
would be méi]ed'menus, ACCD Bylaws, and any other available training
materials prior to the workshop. All written materials would be
'avai1ab1e either on ca;sefte tépe or in braille as requested. It was_
ﬁoted,that all requésts for special assistance at the conference or
for'adapfed material should be made‘by indfvidua]s well in advance.

In addition to the eight representatives selected from each

state, it was decided that eight alternates wou1dfa1so be selected

and invited to attend as vacancies or additional funded slots became

available. Participants would be expected to make their own traye1
érrangements and reservations. |

| 5'It was ag}eed that state Tiason persons would submit Tists
of eight participants and'eight alternates with biographical sketches
and estimated travel expenses by December 20, 1977. These wou1dxbé
circulated to the committee for final approval by Januafy 1, 1978,
and participants would be invifed by 1étter on January 3, 1978.
Further discfetionary invitations could be made by the ‘host CBFL
committee and the appropriate state Tiason personwaCCOrding to

specific circumstances.
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TENTATIVE CONFERENCE AGENDA/ February 18 € 19, 197§

FRIDAY NIGHT Feb. 17, 1978

Auival, getting acquainted, and hospitality noom with cash bax.
Registhation uns from § 2o 10 p.m. Delegates may view open
displays and §ilm screenings.

SATURDAY

9-9:30 a.m. WelLcome by Coalition for Barnien Free Living
President Bob Geyer and City 04 Heuston Mayon Jim McConn.

9:30-10:45 a.m. Introductory heports by state detailing
organizational activities to date in each state. Reponts will
be 15 minutes Long and will be coondinated by Regional PlLanning
Committee nepresentatives.

10:45- 11:15 a.m. Break

17:15- 1 p.m. Presentation by Frank Bowe, Executive Direc-
tor of the Amernican Coalition of Citizens with Disabilities,
on "Why Should We Onganize State Coalitions."

I p.m.-2:30 p.m. Lunch Break

2:30- 3:30 p.m. Presentation by OkLahoma Coalition o4
Citizens with Disabilities on "How %o Onganize a State Coalition."

3:30- 4 p.m. Break.

4- 6 p.m. Individual states meet Sseparately to plan future
state-wide organizational activities.

7- 10 p.m. Banquet (open to press and public) featuring
speakens Eunice Fiornito, President 04 the American Coalition
0f Citizens with Disabilities; Eddie Bernice Johnson, Regional
Director of Health, Education, and Welgare.

SUNDAY

9- 11:30 a.m. Individual states meet separately
Lo plan state-wide activities.

10-11:30 a.m. Concwuient meeting of selected
nepresentatives at negion-wide coalition caucus.

11:30- 12:30 p.m. Final reports §rom individual
states and conference wrap-up.

12:30-2 p.m. Lunch.

2- 3 p.m. Press Confenrence, repont by states on
individual plans.

3 p.m. on. Departure.

13



Host INTERNATIONAL HOTELS

Cetroit-Houston -Sacromento - Tompo

HOUSTON INTERCONTINENTAL AIRPORT
18700 KENNEDY BQULEVARD
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77205

AREA CODE (713) 443-2310

December 13,;1977

Mr. Lex Frieden

COALITION FOR BARRIER FREE LIVING
105 Drew Street

- Houston, Tx 77006

(

Dear Mr. Frieden:
It was a pleasure having you with su at Host International Hotel.

We hope your function was successful and that our service and
facilities met with your approval. If you have any comments or
suggestions on ways we can improve, they would be very much’
appreciated, o : -

We certainly want your business and will do everything possible to
© deserve it, Whenever I can be of service or assistance, in any way,
Please let me know, _ ' ‘ -

\Bes regards,.

- Mickey McClanahan
CATERING & SALES MANAGER

~ MM/ct
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CONFERENCE PREPARATION

After plans were made and funding secured, three major steps
were necessary in preparing for the conference. First, a suitable
site was selected and confirmed. Second, participants were selected
and invited to attend the conference. Finally, speakers and pre-
sentors were invited and confirmed. One invited speaker, the
Regional Director of the U.S. Department of Health, Education,
and Welfare, was unable to attend. Two other keynote speakers, Frank
Bowe and Eunice Fiorito from the American Coalition of Citizens
with Disabilities, agreed to participate. Also booked were Van and

the Sign Company, a performing group, and an advocacy film,

were also made for wheelchair accessible transportation, braille
materials, interpreters for the deaf, press coverage, and printed

conference packets.



HOUSTON-AIRPORT
TEXAS

~ January 31, 1978

-COALITION FOR BARRIER FREE LIVING
105 Drew . T .
Houston, Texas 77006

© Attention: Lex Friedan
. Dear Mr. Friedan:

" Enclosed please find copies of the confirmation sheets for your )

- forthcoming functions Friday February 17th, Saturday February 18th,-
and Sunday February 19th of 1978, Please initial and return one
copy noting any changes or additions you may have,

We, at Holiday Inn-Airport are delighted to have the opportunity
to be your host. 'If you have any questions, please do not hesitate
to contact us, ‘

Cordially,
LIDAY INK<AIRPORT

erts ¢

/" Catering Manager

JR: jr
Encl:

3702 NORTH BELT EAST o P. O. BOX 60474
HOUSTON, TEXAS. 77205

S PHONE, 713/449-2311

. .OPERATEDBY HOUSTON AIRPORT INN, INC. UNDER LICENSE -
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TEXAS INSTITUTE FOR REHABILITATION AND RESEARCH
IN THE

TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER

1333 MOURSUND AVENUE

HOUSTON, TEXAS 77030
~P. 0. Box 20095 Telephone
]ouston, Texas 77025 Area Code 713, 797-1440
|

February 10, 197§

Holiday Inn Ainpont

To Whom 1t May Concean:

This Letter will serve to verify the sponsens intent 2o pay gon accommodations
requined fon the Coalition for Barrier Free Living Leadership Thaining Con-
ference to be held at Ainport Holiday Tnn, Houston, on Februarny 17,18, and

19, 1978. Payment for this meeting has been authorized by RT4, Texas
Institute for Rehabilitation and Research and Baylon College of Medicine.

Ms. Jackie Mechoulam (797-1440,ext. 479) will arrange payment by Baylox.
PLease note that all taxes should be deferred as the funding agents are
Lax exempt onganizations (#74-1334678).

Youwrs thuly,

Lex Frieden
Conference Coordinaton

LF/asm
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| Participants were se]ecfed to. attend the conference and
wdrksﬁop by the Regional Planning Committee, primarily on the basis
of their demonstratedvactive involvement and leadership ability in‘
orQanizafioﬂ&*df'hghdicapped'peopie;"Congideration'byithg’c0mmittee~
was also given to the need for insuring, (1) rgpresentatibn of -
people with a broad range of disability types, (2) representation
ofvpeople from ethnic minorities, from both sexes, and from
varying age groups;'(3) representation of peopie frqﬁ Qide geo-
gfaphica] areas and from both urban and rural settings.
'The fo]]oQing is a questionaire form used by one stata
" to choose participants. Following the questidnaire is a list of
-invited,participénts,jmateriqis‘mai]ed to_ihém prior to the .

conference, and examples of correspondence with invited speakers.
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QUESTIONAIRE FOR DELEGATE NOMINATION

Coalition for Barrier Free Living
llouston, Texas
February 18-19, 1978

il iy ” &(/ | Phoneb e (2

Misein; | (O28F W ’ % 70/ﬂrf:

Street City : State 2ip

rge: __ ¥ Sex: M Marital Status: FPeersces
Occupation: 7EA AL A7 L SOD |

Describe briefly handicap: _@W( 2y 4

~ List organizations you are active in and offices held, Please list handicapped

%@;@74%3&/ Feanionn
é’%@a % %@&//A....//M Tl
fm%//uz/@jzéﬂ,{ 4’67.7

s, 74«% fu%
o>./<‘.’%.



Central Baptist Hospital

L . 20
LEADERSHIP TRAINING CONFERENCE AND. ORGANTZATION

: , R . |
WORKSHOP" FOR HAMDICAPPED TNDIVIDUALS |
- AIRPORT HOLIDAY INN

HOUSTON, TEXAS

FEBRUARV 18 6 19, 1978

foa' b@mer free Ilvmg ‘post office box 20803 houston texos 77025

ROSTER OF PARTICIPANTS

~ ARKANSAS . -

| Leroy Baugﬁs President, Handicapped American Providing
" HAPPTI ' Public Information

PQOQ BOX 90 A‘

Farmington, Ar. 72730

-Betty Brown Miss Wheelchair Arkansas

‘Fouke, Ar.

Jack M. East President, Amefican'Amputee Foundation, Inc. . :

© 12th and Marshall, Room 350-352
Little Rock, Ar. 72202

"Bill Eckstein President, Arkansas Association for the Deaf.
2400 W. Markham ’ : ~ :
Little Rock, Ar. T2205

Jim Hudson 'Governor s Advocate for the Developmentally

... State Capitol, Room o11 ‘Disabled

Little Rock Ar.

Nen Ellen Jackson , ‘ President, Arkansas Coalition for the Handieepped
11 Tanglewood Lane ' : A

Little Rock, Ar.

Delbert lewis : ‘ Vice President Arkansas Environmental

1320-H Brockwood Drive Barriers Council, Inc.

Little Rock, Ar. '

Joe S. Register " Co-Director, State Conference on Handicapped
Central. Baptist Hospital - Individuals , , K

12th and Marshall, Room 350 -352
fittle Rock, Ar. :

' Ms. Maurie Tucker | Attendant
General Delivery
Marshall, Ar. 72650

Mr. Deener W. Wardlow | Attendant
116 Berry St.- :
‘Little Rock, Ar. 72205




RUSTER 2

{OUISIANA

James ﬁ. Andrews
3740 Annette Drive
Metairie, pLa. TOOOl

Patsy P. Barrett
14920 Tiger Bend Road .
Baton Rouge, La. T0816

Rikl DeJean
160 W. Bellevue St.
upelousas, La. TO570

David W. Myers
9425 uliphant Dr.
Baton Rouge, La. 70809

David Morrison :
4314 whitefield Blvd.
Alexandria, La. T1301

Sudle Robinson
3450 Nicholson Dr. Apt. 102L
Baton Rouge, La. T0802

Perry Tillmsn III
4616 Lafon Drive

New urleans, La. 70126

James L. Womack
P.u. Box 629
Winnfield, La. 71483

NEW MEXICO

Lawrence Brandon
4LOth First rlaza, Tth Floor
Albuquerque, N.M, 87102

Gary Cheadle
3539 E. 30th, Suite 104
Farmington, N.M. 87401

Dr. Guy R. Exon
109 Washington St. S.E.
Albuquerque, N.M. 87108

Mr. Richard Ferguson .
P.u.Box 1830
Santa Fe, N.M. 87503

Kathl Harmon
83 Calle Vadito, N.W.
Albuquerque, N.M. 87120
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PLACE International (Physically rimited
Association for a Constructive Environment)

paraplegic

PLACE International (fPhysically Limited
Association for a Constructive Environment)
quadriplegic

PLACE International (Physically Limited
Association for a Constructive Environment)
paraplegic

Touisiana Association of the Desaf
deaf

PVA, Handicapped Assoclation of Louisiana
-paraplegic '

PLACE International (rthysically Limited
Association for a Constructive Environment)
paraplegic

PLACE International (rhysically Limited
Association for a Constructive Environment)
paraplegic

Louisiana Council for tﬁe Blind
amputee, blind

New Mexico Handicapped Association
CCP.

San Juan Co. Assoclation fof Retarded Citizens
and Services to the Physically Handicapped

N.M. Governors Committee on Concerns of the
Handicapped
amputee

DVR Services for the Blind
blind

Governor's Committee on Concerns of the
Handicapped
paraplegic



RUSTER 3

Ralph Markward
2608 Monroe N.E.
Albuquerque, N.M. 87110

Ms. Daisey Rice
T9% Kathryn Ave.
Las Vegas, N.M. 87701

Jerry Zimmerman
7808 vista del Arroyo, N.E.

. Albuquerque, N.M. 87109

OKLAHOMA

Frank Bagley'

1130 Southwest 43rd St.
‘Uklahoma City, uvkla. 73109

Karol Caldwell

Rt. 1 Box 254c

Calera, vkla. TW730

Judith Dennis
6100 N Warren
uklahoma City, ukla. 73112

Joe Fallin
11863 E. 6ith S.
Tulsa, ukla. Thl33

Von Miérs
Box 846, ECU

© Ada, ukla. Th820

Mike Phillips
2223 E. SWth - .
Tulsa, Ukla. T4105

"Judy Pool

3101 N. Virginia

vklahoma City, ukla. 73118

Kent Ryals
Box 69
Vinita, ukla. 74301

Fred Watterson -
151 S. 168 E. Ave.
Tulsa, Ukla. 74108

*Zla PVA; Executive Committee,‘Governorsf.

22

Committee on Concerns of the Bandicapped =~
quadriplegic | _

Director of Service, N.M. State Hospital
deaf ‘ : '

N.M.H:A.
post polio

0 cAn‘Do )
deaf

§.0.C.C.D., 0.C.C.D.
paraplegic

O.C.C .Do CEntml :
paraplegic

W.I oNo, OoF.B.,‘ ‘o.c.QCOD.

_blind

Handicapped Coalition at East Central University
quadriplegic '

'W.I.N., 0.C.C.D.

uses wheelchair

O.F.B. > O-CQCODQ
blind

0.C.C.D. Advdcacy-dommittee, Deaf Interpreter
post polio ‘ 4

OOA.D., OOC‘.CID" w.I'.N.
deaf .
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TEXAS

Charles Eskridge
4500 Edendale Court
Austin, Tx. T8T45

Larry Evans
4904 Woodstone #1103
San Antonio, Texas 78230

Buffy Fetter
Eastfield College
3737 Motley
Mesquite, Tx. 75150

Margie Flores
223 N. Concepcion
El Paso, Tx. 79905

Lex Frieden
9667 Meadowvale
Houston, Tx. 77063

Bob Geyer
4003 Bluebonnet
Houston, Tx. 77025

Marilyn Golden
3520 Garrott #1
Houston, Tx. 77006

Jim Grey
3400 Hulen
Fort Worth, Tx. 76107

Larry Johnson
5347 Blanco D-7
San Antonio, Tx. 78216

Bob Kafka
2312 Commonwealth Apt. 8
Houston, Tx. T7006

Lee Kitchen
938 Blue iake Circle
Richardson, Texas 75080

Pat Pound
11511 Fast Horse
Austin, Tx. 78759

Trudy Putteet
3610 47th St.
tubbock, Tx. 79413

Elaine Roberts

San Jacinto Bldg., Suite 201

9th and San Jacinto
Austin, Tx. 78701

23

M.I.G.H.T.
post polio

Texas Association of the Deaf
deaf

A.C.C.D. Board
paraplegic

Society for the Prevention of Educational
Discrimination against the Handicapped
mobility-impaired

CQB.F .L.
quadriplegic

C.B.F.L.
quadriplegic

C.B.F.L.
paraplegic

N.P.F.
quadriplegic

INSIGHT
blind

c.B.FOL.
quadriplegic

Little People of America

M.I.G.H.T.
blind

West Texas N.P.F.
quadriplegic

United Cerebral Palsy of Texas
C.P.
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%,‘,‘ K\!
| /°’7 for barrier free ||V|n9 post office box 20803 houston texas 77025
January 6, 1978
Dear

Yeu are invited to attend ané participate in a
handicapped consumer leadershib training conference and
organization workshop to be held at the hirport‘Holida&

Inn 1h'H6uston,'Texas on Feb, 18-19, 1978. |
. The conference 1s being sponsored by the Coalition

for Barrier Free Living (CBFL) through a grant from Re—
habilitation, Research and Trainlng Center U4, Texas Insti-
tute of Rehabilitation and Research, and Baylor College of
Medicine (RSA, DHEW). CBFL is a Houston-based disabled rights
organization managed by and for héndicaﬁped individuals (see
attached brochure.) . ' ’

| The main objective of the conference is to provide
an‘opportunity for hahdicapped consumer leaders from New Mexico,
Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana, and Oklahoma to meet, learn, . \
and share 1nformat10n about their respective organizations

with the goal of facilitating statewide coalitions.




Page 2
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Invited speakers at this meeting include
Eunice Fiorito, President of the American Coalition
of Citizens with Disabilities; Frank Bowe, Executive
Director of ACCD, and Eddie Bernice Johnson, Reglional
Director of the U.S. Department of Health, Education,
and Welfare.

A tentative conference agenda 1is enclosed
for your information. *x

CBFL will reimburse you for roundtrip
coach-class airfare and will provide sleeping rooms
with double occupancy for two nights, February 17
and 18, 1978. Please choose your own roomate from the
attached 1list of participants before you arrive in
Houston. Also, please make your own transportation
travel plans and reservations. Accessible ground
transport to and from Intercontinental Airport ( take

note: NOT HOBBY AIRPORT ) will be available. To arrange

for this service, please call Holiday Inn at 449-2311
when you arrive and ask for "Conference Wheelchair

Transportation. If you do not require a specially

adapted vehicle, please use the routine Holiday Inn
shuttle bus.

Volunteer attendants, readers, interpreters, and
wheelchair pushers will be provided by CBFL as requested.
Sleeping rooms and bathrooms at the inn have sufficient

space and wide doors to accomodate wheelchairs.

¥* ¥

There will be no banquet Saturday evening. Instead,
we will have an open forum.



| If you require the assistance of your own,

personal attendant, that person must also receive %
a written invitation in order to be reimbursed.forb
expenses SRR R |

| 'You:are.expected‘to-pay for your own'meals
-and any or all personal_or incidental expenses
such as telephone,calla,“transportation to and from
your home airport, etc. |

Participants who wish to driveuto and froml
the conference will be reimbursed'at a rate of 174
per mile, or at a rate equivalent to roundtrip coach
class airfare from the same approximate location,
whichever is less.

'. Expense claims should be completed before
-leaving the conference. Reimbursement checks will"
be mailed out sometime in March,

We sincerely hope that you can attend this
-meeting. However, if you cannot, we would like to invite
someone else in your place. For this reason, it is
important that you return the questionaire. Please
_indicate any special needs which_you may have on the
‘Questionaire before returning it.
| - -If you have any questions about the conferencei
or arrangements you need to make, please contact the
Regional Planning Committee member from _your state'
,'or myself (see attached 1ist),

CBFL‘looks‘forward_to sponsoring this
.,workshop/conferencefandfwe look forward to your
actire participation; s

Yours truly

Lei Frieden




January 6, 1978

Dear

You have been selected as an alternate to
attend a Regional leadership Training Conference
and Organizational Workshop to be held Feb 18 and 19
in Houston, Texas.

The conference 1s being sponsored by the
Coalition for Barrier Free Living (CBFL) through a
grant from Rehabilitation, Research and Training
Center 4, Texas Institute of Rehabilitation and
Research, and Baylor College of Medicine (RSA, DHEW).
CBFL 1s a Houston-based disabled rights organization
managed by and for handicapped individuals (see
attached brochure.)

The main objective of the conference is to
provide an opportunity for handicapped consumer
leaders from Texas, Arkansas, Louilsiana, New Mexlico, and
Oklahoma to meet, learn, and share information
about their respective organizations with the goal
of facilitating statewide coalitions.

Invited speakers at this meeting include
Eunice Fiorito of the American Coalition of Citizens
with Disabilities (ACCD); Frank Bowe, Executive
Director of ACCD; and Eddie Bernice Johnson, Regional
Director of the U.S. Department of Health, Education,
and Welfare. A tentative conference agenda is enclosed
for your information.

The need for alternates was occasloned by limited
space and funding restrictions. As an alternate, you will
recelve copiles of all conference proceedings and training
materials, Also, you are welcome to participate fully
in the meeting provided that you do so at your own ex-
pense and that you are responsible for your own
arrangements and accomodations. If you do decide te¢

attend this conference, we would appreciate knowing in
advance,

27



In the event that sufficient space and funding
become available before Feb, 18, you will be notified
and invited to attend with expenses paid.

- If you have any questions regarding this
endeavor, please contact the representative from your
state on our Regional Planning Committee (see attached
1ist). I hope you will support our efforts to éncourage

and expand our involvement, as handicapped individuals,

In matters which affect our lives.

Sincerely yours

~ Iex Frieden

28




CBFL CONFERENCE CONFIRMATION QUESTIONAIRE

Please complete and return this conference con-
firmation questionaire in the enclosed stamped and
addressed envelope.

YES, I will participate in the Peb. 18-19
Leadership Training Conference and Organi-
zational Workshop in Houston, Texas.

NO, I will not be able to participate.
Please invite someone in my place.
If you marked yes, do you require:
Your own personal attendant
Interpreters

Braille materials or cassettes

Other special needs or accomodations
(Please specify below)

29
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RETURN TRANSPORTATION' FORM

IF YOU NEED HELP WITH YOUR RETURN TRANSPORTATION (i.e. IF you NEED TO GO T0
THE AIRPORT VIA LIMOSINE OR VAN) You MusT GIVE THIS FORM TO STEVE ELLIOT
(HOUSTON) OR MARILYN GOLDEN (HOUSTON -- AT REGISTRATION DESK ON FREDAY NIGHT)
BY SATURDAY BEFORE LUNEH, ' ‘

NAME
HOLTDAY INN ROOM NUMBER HOME CITY

CHECK ONE: CAN YOU USE A HOLIDAY INN LIMOSINE? OR DO YOU NEED

CBFL VAN SERVICE (LIMO IS NOT WHEELCHATR-ACCESSIBLE)?

RETURN AIRLINE:

FLIGHT NUMBER DEPARTURE TIME

YOU SHOULD BE NOTIFIED SATURDAY NIGHT AS TO WHAT TIME WE WILL PICK you ur.

SPECTIAL REQUESTS?:

LEADERSHIP TRAINING CONFERENCE AND ORGANTZATION

WORKSHOP FOR HAMDICAPPED INDIVIDUALS
AIRPORT HOLTDAY INN
HOUSTON, TEXAS
FEBRUARY 18 & 19, 1978
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TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENT CLAIM

Leadership Training Conference and Organization Workshop
February 18-19, 1978

NAME : DATE:

ADDRESS::

Claim for roundtrip travel from to Houston, Texas.
(home city)

If travel by plane, Tist ticket price $ . (Receipts must be
attached to claim.)

If travel by auto, mobile, etc., list number of roundtrip miles
(Reimbursement will be paid at a rate of 17¢ per mile, or at a
rate equivalent to standard coach class airfare from the same appro-
ximate location, whichever is less.)

I certify that these expenses are true and accurate.

signature date

Note: CBFL will not be responsible for charges or expenses other than major
transportation listed above and lodging for two nights, double occupancy.
Reimbursement checks will be mailed in four to six weeks from this date.

LF/asm
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%1 for barrier free ||V|ng post office box 20803 houston texas 77025

Mws. Eddie Bernice Johnson
Regional Division

Health, Education & Welfare
Room 1100 :

1200 Main Towen

Datllas, Texas

Dean Mns. Johnson: o |

PLease considen this a formal invitation Zo speak at a Regional Leadership Training
‘Confernence and Ongandizational Workshop to be held at the Ainpont Hoﬁ&day Inn in

‘Houston, Texas on Februarny 18 and 19, 1978.

The confesrence LA being sponsoned by the Coalition for Barwriern Free Living (CBFL)
through a grant from Rehabilitation, Reseanch and Trhaining Centen 4, Texas Insti-
fute for Rehabilitation and Research, and Baylorn College of Medicine (RSA, DHEW).
CBFL 48 a Houston-based disabled n&ghiz onganization managed by and fon hand&capped
Andividuals (see attached brochure.)

The main objective of the éonﬁenence 48 to provide an opportunity for handicapped

- consumen Leadens grom Texas, Arkansas, Lowisiana, New Mexico, and OkLahoma %o
- meet, Learn, and share information about thein nespective ornganizations with the

goal of facilitating statewide coalitions. A tentative conference agenda is
enclosed for your Aingormation.

The conference will be attended by 40-50 handicapped peﬂionb who have demonstrated
Leadership ability in onganizations of handicapped individuals.

We would Like fon you Lo speak on' Saturday evening, February 18, 1978. A talk

of 15 to 20 minutes in Length on a fopic relating to the Anvoﬂuement 04 handicapped
persons in govenmental processes (perhaps Section 504 of Public Law 93-1/2) would
compliment the nest of our agenda. We expect about 100 pensons to attend this
forum. The othen invited speaken fon the evening is Eunice Fionito, a bLind woman
who L8 President of the Amernican Coalition of Citizens with DLAabiﬁiiieA

I sincerely hope Ihat you are able to foin us for what 1 expect %o be a rewarding
experience for all involved. As you know, we, as hand&capped persons, have begun
fo assent owwselves in mattens which aﬂﬁect our Lives. It 48 Ampontant at. this
point Lo neinforce Lnvolvement in a constructive and pnognebbLue manner. 1§
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there 48 any furthen Anformation with which 1 can provide yoa, on arnangements
which T can assist you in making: pléase feel fnee to call me. 1 Look forwand
10 a neply at yourn earliest convenience, ,

Sincerely youns,




' DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
' REGIONAL OFFICE 34
. 1200 MAIN' TOWER BUILDING '

. DALLAS TEXAS 75202 : OEFICE OF

- Januar\y 20 . 'I 978 ' THE PRINCIPAL REGION/-\L'_QFFI'(‘,I/\‘L

Mr. Lex Frieden

New Options Transitional Project

. 105 Drew _
Houston, Texas 77006

,  Dear Mr. Frieden:

Thank‘you for your'ihvitation to speak at your Regional Leadership
Training Conference on February 18, 1978. I regret I must

decline since I have a very extensive travel schedule during

the month of February.

Thank you for thinking about me. My best wishes for a very
successful conference. ' ' -

Respectfully,

St Sfmicn %"“
Eddie Bernice Joh

Principal Regional Official
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November 28, 1977

Ms. Eunice Fionito

Director of Mayons Ofgice fon
the Handicapped

250 Broadway, Rm. 1414A

New York, N.Y.

Dear Eunice,

This will congirm your participation and speech at oun Coalition Workshop
on Februany 18-19, 1978. We will neimburse you for coach class airfare
and Lodging expenses. PlLease make your own trhavel arrangements. Also,
pLease send me some PR materials on yowwselq 80 we can attract the media.

Sincenely,

Lex Frieden
New Options Research Directon

enclosures

LF/ amm
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State Coalitions Sought

Leadership Meeting Begins

SECTIOM 2




By Lex Frieden

‘Leadership Meet/ng

More than 40 handicapped leaders from
Texas and the four bordering states will '
meet at the Airport Holiday Inn in Houston
i'on'Feb. 18-19 to plan the formation of sev-
eral statewide umbrella organizations. These
=n41tions will include groups of blind, deaf,
and physically disabled individuals in search
of enhanced opportunities in housing; trans-
port, education, and employment.

The first of its kind in the nation, this
weekend conference is sponsored by CBFL -
throagh a grant froon RT 4.

'Highlights of the gathering will include
a public forum on Saturday night featuring
nationally known disabled rights leader Eu-
nice Fiorito; and a press conference on
Sunday .afternoon where the formation of
statewide coalitions of dlsabled people will
probably be announced.

i

The Saturday night forum will begin at
8 p.m. with a skit by Van and the Sign Com-
. Company, a group of entertainers similar |
to the famous theater for the deaf. Ms.
Fiorito, the keynote speaker, will follow

with a speech no one is likely to forget. Ms.

Ms. Fiorito is President of the American’
Coalition of Citizens with Disabilities (ACCD)
(ACCD) and former director of New York
City Mayor's. Office of the Handicapped.
Eunice began work Feb. 13 as Assistent

to the Commissioner of Rehab111tat1on Ser-
vices for the U. . S. government.

COALITION MOVIE PREMIERE -

The grand finale for the evening will be
the world premiere of CBFL's newest film,
""You Can Get What You Need.' The film
demonstrates how active coalitions of dis-
abled people can effectively influence gov-
ernment policies and public services. In
this cise CBFL demonstrated for and got
the new HouTran Pick-Me-Up bus service
for the elderly and the handicapped. CBFL
members and friends are urged to attend
this Saturday night session. .

The weekend conferencé will bring some
very active people to .town. Among those
persons will be the President of the Okla-
homa Coalition of Citizens with Disabilities,’
Mike Phillips, who recently filed a federal

Beg/ns

FREEWHEELING
Volume 2, Number 4
.Feb'r,uary,‘ 1978

discrimination coni1pla.int a-
gainst Oral Roberts Univer- .
"sity; and the Executive Direc-
tor of ACCD, Frank Bowe, -
‘who led recent sit-ins in HEW
Secretary Califano's office in
order to secure government -
ragulatmns preventing dlscrlm—
ination  against hand1capped in-
dividuals.

Dr. Bowe has just finished

- writing a book entitled '"Handi-

capping America,' in which he
shows how Americans some- .
times make hand1capped people
more hand1ca.pped than they
really are.

The obJect of this' confer-

~ence is to fac111ta_te the organ-

ization of statewide coalitions:

by providing a forum to discuss .

issués which must be resolved
before ‘any such coalitions can
actually materialize. =

Issues which will probably
be discussed relate to proposed

-bylaws, organizational funding

and goals, composition.of a
Board of D1rectors, member-

‘ship criteria, and other points.
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LEADERSHIP TRAINING CONFERENCE AND ORGANTZATION
g ;[D WORKSHOP FOR HAMDICAPPED INDIVIDUALS
0
%, ; . ATRPORT HOLTIDAY INN
7 for barrier free living .
t office box 20803 HOUSTON, TEXAS
3 ice
po x FEBRUARY 1§ & 19, 1978
houston, texas 77025
FRIDAY NIGHT - Feb. 17, 1978
Arrival, getting acquainted, and hospitality room with cash bar. Registration
runs from 8:00-10:00 p.m."
SATURDAY - Feb. 18, 1978
9:00-9:30 a.m. Welcome by Coalition for Barrier Free Living President
Bob Geyer and City of Houston Mayor Jim McConn.
9:30-10:45 a.m. Introductory reports by state detailing organizational
activities to date in each state. Reports will be 15
minutes long and will be coordinated by Regional
Planning Committee representatives.
10:45-11:15 a.m. Break '
11:15-1:00 p.m. Presentation by Frank Bowe, Executive Director of
the American Coalition of Citizens with Disabilities,
on “Why Should We Organize State Coalitions".
1:00-2:30 p.m. Lunch Break
2:30-3:30 p.m. Presentation by Oklahoma Coalition of Citizens with
Disabilities on "How to Organize a State Coalition".
3:30-4:00 p.m. Break.
4:00-6:00 p.m. Individual states meet separately to plan future state-
wide organizational activities.
8:00-10:00 p.m. Forum (open to press and public) featuring Eunice Fiorito,
President of the' American Coalition of Citizens with
Disabilities, Washington, D.C.
SUNDAY - Feb. 19, 1978
9:00-11:30 a.m. Individual states meet separately to plan state-wide activit
10:00-11:30 a.m. Concurrent meeting of selected representatives at region-
wide coalition caucus.
11:30-12:30 p.m. Final reports from individual states and conference wrap-up.
12:30-2:00 p.m. Lunch
1:00-2:00 p.m. Press Conference, report by states on individual plans.
3:00 p.m. Departure.

LF/asm




~ . LEADERSHIP, TRATNING CONFERENCE AND ORGANTZATION

/- WORKSHOP FOR HAMDICAPPED INDIVIDUALS 39
ATRPORT HOLTDAY TN

o . HOUSTON, TEXAS :
\l;D \\I . FEBRUARY 18 & 19, 1978

| °n for barrier free living post officebox 20803 hoUs_tO.n,téqu 77025

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

CBFL would Like to necognize the following ghoups and express.thanks
gon thein contrnibutions to iﬁ@b conference:

._Texa-A Tnstitute fon Rehabilitation and Research
Goodwill Industries of Houston

CBFL members and voRunteens |

Conference Regidnwé P&mnéng_ Committee

Van and the Sign Cohpaﬁq

Lighthouse for the BLind

Llnéted Fund In,tejt}onetw

 American Coalition of Citizens with Disabilities
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ROSTER OF PARTICIPANTS

'Leroy Baugus
HAPPT .
P.0. Box 90
Farmington, Ar. 72730

Betty Brown
Fouke, Ar.

Jack M. East.

Central Baptist Hospital

12th and Marshall, Room 350-352
Little Rock, Ar. 72202 '

Bill Eckstein
2400 W. Markham . .
Little Rock, Ar. 72205

Nan Ellen Jackson
11 Tanglewood Lane
Little Rock, Ar.

Delbert Lewis
1320-H Brookwood Drive
fittle Rock, Ar. ‘

Joe S. Register

Central Baptist Hospital

12th and Marshall, Room 350-352
Little Rock, Ar.

James H. Andrews
3740 Annette Drive
Metailrie, La. TOOOL

Patsy P. Barrett
14920 Tiger Bend Road
Baton Rouge, fa. 70816

Riki DeJean
160 W. Bellevue St.
upelousas, La. TOS5T0

~ David W. Myers

9425 uliphant Dr.
Baton Rouge, ia. 70809

David Morrison
431k Whitefield Blvd.
Alexandria, ia. T1301

Sudie Robinson 4
3450 Nicholson Dr. Apt. 102k
Baton Rouge, La. 70802 -

Perry Tillman III
4616 Lafon Drive

. 'New urleans, La. 70126

James {.. Womack
P.u. Box 629
Winnfield, La. 71483

Lawrehce'Brandon
Loth First rlaza, Tth Floor
Albuquerque, N.M, 87102

Gary Cheadle _
3539 E. 30th, Suite 104
Farmington, N.M. 87401

Dr. Guy R. Exon
109 Washington St. S.E.
Albuquerque, N.M. 87108

Mr. Richard Ferguson
P.u.Box 1830

Santa Fe, N.M. 87503

Kathi Harmon
83 Calle Vadito, N.W.
Albuquerque; N.M. 87120 -

Ralph Markward -
Albuquerque, N.M. 87110

Ms Daisey Rice
T94% Kathryn Ave.
‘Las Vegas, N.M. 87701

Jerry Zimmerman
7808 Vista del Arroyo, N.E.
Albuquerque, N.M. 87109

Frank Bagley
'1130 Southwest 43rd St.
vklahoma City, ukla. 73109
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Kent Ryals
Box 69
Vinita, ukla. 74301

Fred Watterson
151 S. 168 E. Ave.
Tulsa, Ukla. 74108

Judith Dennis
6100 N Warren
vklahoma City, ukla. 73112

Joe Fallin
11863 E. 64th S.
Tulsa, ukla. 74133

Von Miers
Box 846, ECU
Ada, ukla. T4820

Mike Phillips
2223 E. 5kth
Tulsa, ukla. 74105

Charles Eskridge
L4500 Edendale Court
Austin, Tx. 78745

Larry Evans
4904 Woodstone #1103
San Antonio, Texas 78230

Buffy Fetter
Eastfield College
3737 Motley

‘Mesquite, Tx. 75150

Margie Flores
223 N. Concepcion
El Paso, Tx. 79905

Lex Frieden
9667 Meadowvale
Houston, Tx. 77063

Bob Geyer
4003 Bluebonnet
Houston, Tx. 77025

Marilyn Golden
3520 Garrott #1

' Houston, Tx. 77006
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Larry Johnson
5347 Blanco D-T
San Antonio, Tx. 78216

Bob Kafka
2312 Commonwealth Apt. 8
Houston, Tx. 77006

Lee Kitchen
938 Blue jake Circle
Richardson, Texas 75080

Pat Pound
11511 Fast Horse
Austin, Tx. 78759

Elaine Roberts

San Jacinto Bldg., Suite 201
9th and San Jacinto

Austin, Tx. 78701

Mike Moore

Box 12904

Capitol Station
Austin, Tx. 78711

Virginia Roberts
1915 Santa Clara
Austin, Tx. 78757

Orlando Gonzales
3500 Taylor Ave.
El Paso, Tx. 79930

Ralph White

TRC

118 Last Riverside
Austin, Tx. 78704
Bill Flynn

TRC

118 Fast Riverside
Austin, Tx. 78704
Doyle Wheeler

TRC

118 Fast Riverside
Austin, Tx. 78704




Susan Yest
1332 . Lincoln
Sapulpa, Okhlahoma 74066

Terrance l.each
5635 Marshall Foch
Hew Orleans, La. 70100

Steve Elliot”
17902 Wickwild
Houston, Tx. 77024

David Sharp
919 S. Wayside {112y
Houston, Tx. 77023

Betty MNesom Toepfer
9555 Meredith Drive
BDaton Rouge, La. 70815

Xen Vince
500 River Road
Baton Rouge, La. 70802

Don Galloway
1525 Sherman
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Denver, Colo. 80203

NDuke & NDiane Stallard
127 N. Main

Roswell, ¥. M. 38201




DEMOGRAPHICS OF - CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS

Of the fifty-one invited individuals who were present both
days of the conference, 70 per cent were male and 30 per cent
female. They represented twenty-six different communities, at
least forty organizations, and more than ten primary disability
types. 30 per cent of the group were spinal cord injured, 16
per cent were deaf, ]Q per cent were blind, 10 per cent were
post polio, 8 per cent were able-bodied, and the remainder were
disabled as a result of cerebral palsy, multiple schlerosis,
arthritis, amputation, and so forth.

It should be noted that transportation expénses were péid

for thirty-nine attendees at a cost of $4197.98. Twelve individuals

who were invited as alternates to come at their own expense did so.

Several other persons attended limited portions of the conference.
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"Coalition Building"
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By Dr. Frank Bowe

Keynote Address to the Regional
Leadership Training Conference
and Organization Workshop held
in Houston, Texas delivered on
February 18, 1978.



What I will say to you is what the A.C.C.D., the American Coa]ifion
of Citizens with Disabilities, has learned and done in a few, very short

years. Under the leadership of President Eunice Fiorito, who will speak

to you 1afer, A.C.C.D. has become a broad-based and responsib1erfgani-

zation representing;virtua11y every category of disability, every age
range, and every kind of need throughout the United States. The
experience and guidance she has offered together with such people as
Buffy Fetter, Lex Frieden, and Judy Heumann, is among others. exemplary
of their vision, their ta]ent, their incredible hard work and 1qng
hours that has made A.C.C.D. what it is today. It also enables me to
share some ideas with you that really work. Ideas that have beeh tried,
proven, and refined. These ideas will he]h you. But you must provide.
the leadership, the_hérd wofk'and long hours. People 1ike Mike Phillips
from Oklahoma wiii testify to that. You can meet many of these people

who are involved as directors of the American Coalition of Citizens

with Disabilities in our next board meeting 1n'Da11as on March 11th.

You can talk with Buffy about the details.

I will try to tackle two simple questions with some nof—go-.
simp]é answers. First, why a coalition? And secondly, how a coalition?

Why? The answer revolves around three ideas: access, represeh-
tatidn, and consensus. |

Access, because you have to open a door to opén a mind. You have

to get in at whatever level an effort is being made. In America today

you do that by demonstrating that you represent a 1argé number of

people, the more the better, who care about the issue at hand, who have
told you what they believe about it, and who have authorized you to

represeht them. To get to see top Presidential éides, cabinet secrétaries,
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commissioners, governors, senators, anﬂ-congressmen you need nﬁmbers
behind you. That's access. And a coalition helps you gain access.
That's true because a coalition brings together a large number of
people, preferably encompasing different groups, diverse opinions.
A.C.C.D., for éxamp]e, brings people together with virtua]ly every

kind of d1sab111ty deafness, blindness, cerebral palsy, menta1

. retardation, and even 1nc1ud1ng the disabilities 1nc1uded under

Section 504: alcoholics and drug addicts. The result is that when |
A.C.C.D. sbeaks, it speaks for 6Q‘organizations representing 7
million Amer%cans, 36 million disabled people. It gétsvaccess.

Like access, representation is a key to coalitions. We look
at representation as a cbmp]ex and difficult procesé. It's timé.
consuming, it demands patience, and it mandates that the steps be.
taken, each and every one, eaéh.and every time. Spokespersons mﬁst
represent the views of their constituents. They must reflect accu-

rate]y the real views of these people. But this heans really getting

out there and talking with these pe6p1e, finding out what they be-

lieve, what they want, and advising them of their rights and oppor-
tunities available to them. Even that is not enough. The first per-
son must then go Back to his or her constituents and report to them
what has happened. He or she must go back and éay here's what I've
said, here's what they said, and here's where things stand now.
What do you want me to do next? Ai1 of this, of course, can be and
is interpréted 1nte1ligént1y by the leader. But the leader cannot
deviate or delay reporting back to the people. If he or she does,
the access gained will be false and will quickly disappear.

One more key point on "Why a Coalition?" Access and represen-

‘tation are two of these great points on a triangle. The third is
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conSensus Paradox1ca1 as it may seem, representat1on of d1verse groups
and different views must be un1f1ed coherent and s1mp1e You must be
ab]e to te11 the issue maker one th1nq here is-what we want you to
do. And that one thing has to be sometntng on wh1ch consensus has
been achieved. A compromise, berhaps, bdtka sinele and c1ear eoint.

ﬂ Access, representation, and consensus; theydre not easy.
It is necessary to bring people togethen who view bnoblems in terms
of one disability. And to help them see the same problems across
many ddsabi]ities. Take, for example, Section 504. Section 504
means for deaf people, interpreters and access into prdgrams. Fon
people in wheelchairs, it means physical access td buildings and
transportation systems. For b]ind people it means readers, gdides,
and brailling.

A coalition cannot prefer one group over another. Rather it
must help each group see the overall issues; to see the implications
of action for each and all of them. The coalition must stress and
‘constantly help people to understand the cross cutting nature of tne
issues they face. And it's necessary to again, and again, and again
go back and to help people overcome the natura] tendency to see an
issue only in terms of their d1sab111ty It's necessary to again, and
aga1n, and aga1n go back and he]p them see that action based not
just on that disability but cross disability action can be he1pfu1
It can help people to gain access, representation, and consensus.

It's necessary to secure tunds to do all of'this A.C.C.D.
gets 1ts money from Federa] agenc1es to do specific prOJects, from
pr1vate sources a]so to do prO]ects and for general support; from dues

3 ',‘r R

and from contr1but1ons Before I started with A.C.C.D., the budget was
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a thousand dollars. whenlI got there it was $50,000, and Qhe year later
it was $400,000, and 1f's still growing. We will have to continue to
grow to meet the needs, barticu]ar]y this spring and summer, becaﬁse

by fall disabled people will face a situation described very well by
Langston Hughes. Langston Hughes said, "See what happens to a raisin

in the sun. It is the same for a dream deferred too long."

Access, representation, aﬁd consensus. These are the "whys"
of a coa]itfon. They are readily appreciated in their absence. Without
access you cannot get to see the issue maker at all. Without represen-
tation you speak for yourself with no real or lasting clout. Without
consensus you become quickly contradictory and your credibility is
destroyed.

Now, how do you have a coalition? How do you initfate it?

How do you establish it? How do you maintain. it? There_is nothing
mysterious or magical about bui]ding a coalition. It's basically
straight forWard, a lot of hafd work, a Tot of mundane and picky
details.

But first I will describe to you what seems obvious. You may
be tempted to dismiss them with "everybody knows that." I suggest
that you don't. These principles emerged after four years of diffi-
cult research. They are products of tough lessons in the real world,
of hours of research in the library and interviews with experts.

They work if you apply them diligently and thoroughly. |

In initiation, how do you start? First of all, there must be
an issue or problem that touches all potential members. Some real
issue that affects all disaB]ed people must exist. It must be fdund,
interpretea, and éxp]ained preferaB]y by a leader who is committed

to the idea of cross disability cooperation. He will talk to people
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and say to them, "This affects you but it also affects other people. Let
me explain why. What does this mean for you and other'peop1e with
disabilities." There must be a real issue and the facf of that issue,
its existence and impiicétﬁoﬁs must be expéﬁhed and interpreted.

Second]y, potential members must récognize that they share
concerns in common. They must see it themselves. They must see that .

- regardless of the disability better education is something they are
worried about. Better rehabilitation is something they're worried
about. Employment, housing, transportation, and civil rightsi They must
see the cross-cutting nature of these issues.

Third, each potential member must see that joint action pro-
mises to benefit them more than does independent and separate action.
They must see that they will gain more by cooperating than they
will by acting alone. This may have to be taught.

Establishment. How do.yoﬁ bring it off? First, you must design
with thé potential membérs, a structure that they are convinced will
work, and will bring to them the benefits for which they joined. They
will have to see that the structure will meet their needs. Second,
you must build in a mechanism of conflict reso1utfon that assures
members of autonomy and freedom when they cannot agree on goals and
procedures. It will happen that people wi]i not be able to égree. Let
me take,for example, working on Section 504. We reached a point when
the Board of Directors of A.C.C.D. determined that no further progress.
could be made, and indeed, a tremendous loss was 11ke1y, unless a
demonstration occurred. We reached that point, but many members did
not. We had member organizations that didn't beiiéve demonstrations
were appropriate. They could not support it. But we have a mechanism

that enabled them to cont1nue to be aff111ated with A.C.C. D but not

to be identified with that demonstrat1on, not to be embarassed by 1t
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and not forced to go along with it.

Third, you must insure them all of a clear voice in setting direction
for the coalition. They must feel that their voice will be heard and
heeded. Fourth, all of this must just not occur; it must be seen to
occur. It's a question of perception. Potential members must see and
believe that it will work and that conflict will be resolved and their
voices will be heard and heeded.

Now, maintenahde. How do you keép it going? First, members must
continually see that issues touch them co]]ectivejy, not just indi-
vidually. Secondly, they must perceive a series of issues coming up
that call for cross disability cooperation. We hope our members see
that through our publications. You have "A.C.C.D. Action" that comes
out monthly. "Action" focuses on particular issues. It explains them.
in cross disability terms. It helps the members, regardiess of their
disabilities, to see relevance to them and to other disabled people.

It helps them to see the merits and benefits of cross disability
action. It tells them what to do, who to write to, and who to call
and what to say. It tells them what they need to know, what they

| need to do, and how they can work cooperatively. It's very specific.
Any member can disregard it, follow it to the letter, adapt it in
ény way they want. What we suggest, first of all, is that an issue
exists; secondly, that joint action can be effective; and third, that
action should be taken.

Coalitions are inherently unstable. They tend to come apart
without a perception by members that a coalition does work. A coalition
naturally brings together people with different needs and different

desires. Unless they see that working together is effective, they will

tend to go back to isolated and individual efforts. Coalitions help.
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them to see what they have done together, what results have been achieved
and what those results mean.

So after maintenance, first, members must see that issues contin-
ually affect them collectively and not just individually. Secondly, their
autonomy must continually be respected. This is critical. Each organization
must feel it can go along as far as they want to and stop when they want
to. They can step out on particular issues and particular actions. They
can do their own thing if they feel that would be more effective and
more appropriate to their needs. And a coalition must go along with this
and help them do it. A.C.C.D. provides to its members, when they dis-
agree with what we're doing, all the information we can to help them
do what they want to do. We will assist them in getting appointments,
getting to see people, and knowing how to approach an issue so they can
do their own thing.

Third, a coalition itself as a board and a staff must avoid be-
coming a competitive force with its own axe to grind. The staff and the
board cannot take a position apart and separate from its members. Rather,
the board and staff must be Toyal to one ideal: cooperation. The very idea
of cooperation. The coalition staff must do what the consensus of the
members mandate, and nothing else. This doesn't mean they must be mindless.
But it does mean that for the coalition to continue, the board and staff
must reflect the desires and needs of the members and not to compete
with them.

Fourth, you must offer to members the opportunities to build
patterns of cooperation through joint activities beginning with little
things and building on and up. We started in A.C.C.D. with very small
things. So small that they seem rather foolish when we look back. A.C.C.D.,

which mounted the largest demonstration in the history of the United
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States by disab1ed_peop1e; also conducted in the beginning such small
activities as meetings of two and three people on very small issues.
But it is through these small things that people came together.
It's through them that deaf people started to meet blind people,
that people in wheelchairs started to see people with epilepsy in

. the same room talking about the same things. We began with blind
people in one corner, people in wheelchairs in another corner, deaf
people in another corner, and people with other disabilities in the
fourth corner. Gradua]]y, they started coming together with surprise
fo see fhat what they wanted was what the other group wantéd.
With small th{ngs they began to work together, they began to talk to

each other, and they began to know what each other could do and

cou]dn't do. They began a coalition.

Fifth, the coalition must be perceived as a success. It must
hot just work. The members must see that it works. And more jmportant1y,.
that they can work and be successful and'effectfve within the context
of a coalition. They must see that by working together with others,
things are achieVed which cannot be achieved by individuals and isolated
actions. A.C.C.D. has pulled these ideas and a history of how they
work together into a baok that will be published next week called
"Coalition Bui]ding;" It will be available from the home office.
"Coalition Building" explains what A.C.C.D. did and how it did it.
It traces the beginnings and describes the structure; It talks about
the issues and éxp]ains how the Coalition works, and how well, where
it succeeded and where it failed. This year's Delegate -Council will
be held in Washington, April 29-May 2, 1978, at the Sheraton

National Hotel, to bring together the members of our national organi-

zations to make it.work even better.




To form state coalitions.you need strong leadership, tough and
patient people who care less about glory and acclamation than. they do
about honest representation and hard work. You need money too. A.C.C.D.
has prepared some mock proposals which wi11.heTp you get money. And we
remain willing and able to help you explore ways of getting money. We
havé also written some guidelines on how to do it. I think equa]Ty
_significant in building ;tate coa11t10n§ will be the leadership and -
experience of people 1ike Mike Phillips, people who have been active
on a state level and who can speak from their own experiences. The

rest is up to you. You will have to supply the leadership, the hard work

and long hours. I think it is worth it. I think you will too. Thank you

very much.
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"Why We're Here"

An Address by American Coalition

of Citizens with Disabilities
President Eunice Fiorito. Delivered
to the evening session of the

CBFL Leadership Training Confer-
ence and Coalition Workshop on
Feb.18, 1978 in Houston, Texas.
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President Fiorito is introduced by Coalition
for Barrier Free Living Vice-President
Bob Kafka.

Thank you very much Bob, Tadies and gentlemen and future
militants. I am here this evening at the request of the
Committee, with specific instructions by Lex Frieden that at
the pain of death it is my responsibility to "wow" you. So even
if you don't feel "wowed" when this presentation is over please
pretend, because I do want to return to the east. It is colder
there, than in the sunny warm south, it wouldn't look great for
the future militants of the south and west to be responsible for
my demise. That's no way to accomplish our goals. That's taking
activism to the Nth degree.

I said that you are future militants. That has many im-
plications. In thinking over what the term militancy means, you
will have to go back and examine why you all came here to this meeting
in the first place.

Last night, or perhaps it was early this morning, and I don't
mean this morning at 9 a.m., I mean 3, 4, or 5 a.m., a few brave
souls Tingered around my room and I asked them why they were here. You
would have thought I asked them a $164,000 question. They kind of
squirmed and scratched and said "Gee, I don't know why I'm here." And
I began to get a Tittle shakey. And I thought "Jeepers, all this
money and they don't know why we're here? A11 the problems that we have
and they don't know why they came?" And then some of them said, "I
came to learn." That's Tofty and noble. "What do you want to learn

I asked. And again the squirming and scratching of heads. "I want to
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]earn what 1s going on," someone responded "I_want‘to'1earn what,other
peop]e are do1ng, how to do 1t I want to Tearn how to get something from |
them." | |

; I hope you ve heard what I said. Each of those sentences began
.w1th "I want " - | o

Today, during our sessions, we heard about some of the th1ngs

‘ - that are going on in our states and tru]y, 1t was- 1mpress1ve to see

;_what has been going on. p1ecemea1 At 1unch we a11 contlnued to

"I Tearn." In the afternoon we began to strugg]e w1th our "smarts "

" We began to look at and 1ncorporate better what we had 1earned And -

as I passed through the d1fferent sess1ons, it was’ very, very apparent o
-that people and states felt, to a degree that they had Tearned- th1ngs
but weren 't sure exact]y what Groups met and they" ta]ked Some were
worr1ed about the commas in the by]aws, and others worried about how
'many peop]e are going to part1c1pate and whether‘they d have to do all
. the work. Others decided that they wou]d go back home and try to further
;1ncorporate what they Tearned and set up state-wide. someth1ngs in order .
to form a. coa11t1on But the fee11ng, it was 1nterest1ng for _me to ob—
"serve, was not yet a fee]1ng of really true, f1rm, honest-to-Pete com-
mitment, A hes1tancy,_a reservat1on of "shou]d we?", of "what am I
:go1ng to get out of 1t7",_1s the thought or the feeling I p1cked up

You may ask "How am I go1ng to further learn about form1ng '
coa11t10ns?" Many th1ngs must occur. The basic must be your own, per-
| sona] consciousness ra1s1ng and f1nd1ng of yourse]f before you can .
1ead others A]] of you have potent1a1 as leaders in your city, state,
fand reg1on You must, however, have a sense and fee11ng about yourse]f‘
. that "I am somebody,""I am’ equa] " do deserve," "It w111 happen "

‘:fYou mustrfeel the frustrat1on of-the 1nJust1ces.that each of us exper1ence.i
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You must feel it in your guts. You must now want to tolerate it for you
first and every other handicapped person in your locality, your state, and
this nation. You must want to do something that is personal. You must want
to do something that will bring about change. You must make that commit-
ment to yourself first of all.
You must believe with each of us that we are able, that we will

overcome the gigantic task that Tlies before us, that we are willing
to experiment and try, and that we are willing to scratch and willing to
work. It is only through that beginning personal commitment and con-
viction that we can extend and expand ourselves to develop that po-
tential leadership that is within us and so desperately needed bv each
of us. Because we are interdependent. Don't kid vourselves. Often
questions are asked of me as President of the American Coalition of
Citizens with Disabilities. I am sure that Frank Bowe. and I am sure that
some of vou as leaders have been asked the same questions. Thev are:
"What am I aoina to get by joining a coalition? What will our local group
accomplish bv joinina another aroun?" One thing vou will aet is
knowledge of what is happening. You will get intellectual gratification
through Tearning. But most important of all is the strength we will
mutually gain from each other. We mutually are interdependent whether
it be you and me, as persons with disabilities. or whether it be local
coalitions interrelated with state coalitions and further interrelated
with the national coalition. We need each other, not only to survive,
and that's a fact, but we need each other in order to overcome those
attitudinal obstacles and environmental obstacles that we continue to try
to eliminate.

| In the Washington office that headquarters the A.C.C.D., we need
to hear about not only your problems but your solutions as well. We so

often talk about grassroots involvement. Remember? That was a term that
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was very prevaient in the last few years. "Got to have that grassroots
_involvement." The fact is, however. that in order to have that involvement
“those roots must be'pianted and they must sorout up. We have got to know
from you what it is you want andehat you need. And inturn, ypu haQé got
to know from us what is possible for us to do for you.

We can talk from here to wherever in Washington to the legis-
‘Tators, the aides, and to the Administration but it is right here that
you, throuah political action and involvement, must touch your Con-'
gressman and make it known and count. There are many other ways in which.
we aré interdependent but let me tell you one more thing. This is a very
serious time because the.environment.'the c11mafe, the nation are still
ripe for learning our problems and looking at them and solving some of
them. However, you will note that the times are slowly but definitely
changing. We must take advantage of the "now." You must take advantage
of the "now." | |

In the coming year there will be elections in your states for
some of your senators and some of your congressmen. One of the first
tasks you must begin to ‘think about and direct yourself to is letting
these people who are running for office know that you are there, that
you count. They must realize tﬁey have a tesponsibility tb you, their
constituents. You must in fact do tﬁat. And that brings forth another
element in- the dynamics of "why you are here and how a coalition is
developed." Continuously developing a conscience of self, experiencing
frustration, believing in yourseTf and your convictioné, making the
commitmﬂnf . It is fherefore important and essential that we all act
responsively. Responsively, meaning we must all bé attuned to each other's
problems and concerns. We must be sensitive and make ourselves pro- ,‘

gressively mofe sensitive to each other's problems.and differences. But we
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responsibly take that sensitivity, awareness, and knowledge and_act with
the utmost and greatest sense of responsibility to get a task accomplished.
Last year when the A.C.C.D. was working on getting the 504 Regulations
signed, we did not come about the act of a demonstration at ten regional
HEW centers by a quick, momentary decision. We worked up to that point in.
1977 from a year and a half earlier when we were infants. As many of you
_know A.C.C.D. has not yet had its third bifthday. We started by working
with the Administration in trying to write reasonable and acceptable .
regulations. Later in 1976 we had meetings with the Secretary of HEW -
whose name, interestingly enough, I've momentarily blocked out of my
memory. I remember having a nose-to-nose confrontation with him. He

firsf walked into the room and said, "Oh, isn't it nice to see you,
Eunice." And after I listened to him for ten minutes playing the

father and perhaps a preacher role, I grabbed him by both shoulders and
went nose-to-nose. And I didn't address him, "Mr.Secretary.” I said, .
"You know,George, we try to talk, we tried to work. We gave here, we

gave there, without losing sight of our goal. We thought that rea-

sonable and strong fegu]ations would be written. Four months have

passed and we are still unsuccessful and we are still playing games."

.We went and did our thing in front of Congress and finally we
went to court. That is still a recognized way to proceed. Simultaneously,
we got ourselves the new admfnistration and then just two days before the
new administration came in, the former secretary decided he was going to
send the regulations he had promised back to Congress. So we went to
court, and somehow we got a stay. It was really a layover. Then the

~ Carter-Califano regime came in. And.we had to make allowances for them.
And after two or three weeks they settled in and found their desks. We
began to dis;uss?the same old round -of discussions, with the same

rationality but more intensity. And almost a year ago today on Feb. 18

5
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1977, Mr. Califano came out with a press release saying he would not be

able to sign the requlations, that he needed to study them further. Those

requlations had been studied, restudied. and superstudied. But these were -

new. people. And so A.C.C.D. came out with another press release sayind,
"We want those regulations sianed in a reasonable amount of time because

we are reasonable people.” And so he said that he would have them ready

in two or‘three weeks. And a week later they said they needed yet another

de]ay. Finally, the A.C.C.D. Board realized it was time to take more
drasfic action. A hotion was passed directing the Executive Director to
work with the coalition groups in each of the regions to set up the
demonstrations on the day 6f April 5, 1977. The day before the demon-
strations Frank Bowe and representatives of A.C.C.D. met with Adminis-
tration representatives. Thev tried to coerce us into accepting another
de]ay.‘Frank and his group left: Mr. Califano's office with the'press and
everybody's mouths hanging'bpéh, wondering how-could these handicapped
people do this to these people. And the next day the demonstratidns'were
called. It was orderly but it was an experience for those of us who were
there and for those who participated in the ten regional offices around
the éoﬁntrv. And it was an experience for the disabled peonle around this
country because the story was told that disabled people were trying to
act responsibly and responsively work w1fh1n the system but fhe system
was not being responsible or responsive. It told the peopTe of this nation

more about disabled people as people with rights than 100 or 500 goodies

~ issued by fhe President's Committee on Employment of the:Handicapped.'

For the first time non-disabled people were able to relate to us
as people who are being oppressed and denfed and stepped on. For the
first time I was able to walk down tﬁe street and have someone say, "Hey,
that was r¢a11y‘super what ydu guys did. We never knew that handicapped

people didh'f haVe their civil rights. We never'knéw it was really hard
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to get a job. We thought you were well taken care of. Tell me more, tell
me more than society has been able to say."

So that demonstration in my opinion did a great deal. Many disabled
people around the country feel that the only way to go when you can't solve
a problem immediately is through a demonstration. We of the A.C.C.D, we
being a bright, beautiful board , have a few anxious board members. Whenever
we have a problem they ask, "When are we going to demonstrate?" The next
time we have a demonstration I plan to phone those people and tell them to
take vacations from their jobs, come to Washington, and take 18 hours to
pull it together. They'11l never want to demonstrate again. Demonstration
militancy, overt inciting activism is a technique that must be used with
thoughtfulness, care, and planning. Never forget that your work is hard.

It is not glamour before cameras. It is change that comes about slowly.
Change comes through effort. Change comes about through scratching,

through articulating, by confronting, by constantly doing and trying. There
is no pat method of solving the problem of how to get the housing or building
department to do or to change or modify its building code. You must now

know the other element. You must gather your factors and know your depart-
ment and try to understand the politics and political environment. You must
go to them with the best solution you can think of. Do not expect that solu-
tions are on page 53 of the A.C.C.D. advocacy manual that Frank has yet to
write. Because the ingredients you have at hand may not be the same. Ladies
and gentlemen, tonight and tomorrow search yourselves to find not what you
are going to Tearn or what you are going to get. But in fact who am I and
how much am I willing to give and to commit. How much am I willing to

work? How much more am I willing to give up of myself to solve not the

other guy's problems, but my problems? Ask yourself that.

Before you leave tomorrow there will be some state coalitions
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:forned. And within a monthworﬁtwo.other coalitions will form. The cOaLition‘
movementﬂis on its way. whether or-not yon'take_it upon yourself to
“participate in a coa1ttion is to some degree important to me because’
n I'm Se11ing "coalition." I believe 1n-them. But more importantiy, ho
' matter how you go about it, no matter whether you do it co11ective]g or
‘ individnally,>sma11 groups or state groups; that fﬁght must go on. We
and only we-can fight our own battles only if we truly be]ieVe in. |
'odrse1ves,‘and‘tru1y believe that I have the right and will exercise the
. right to make the dec1s1ons about my Tife. It is important that the f1ght
be carried on ]oca]]y, on the state, ‘and on the national Tevel.

I start another job next week as Spec1a1 Ass1stant to the
* Commissioner of Rehabilitation Services Administration. I go into that
job w1th the express understanding that I have been co-opted. I don't
know what you call a "1ady Uncle Tom" but that's what I've been ca]]ed
However, I be11eve that we have to work on all fronts We need -people,
©-on the 1ns1de to 1nf1uence and change the system We need peop]e in
groups and coalition comm1ttees on the emp]oyment of the hand1capped

working together on the outs1de .And 1 hope my role will bridge . the

- gap in some small way between the outside and the inside.

I make a comm1tment to scratch, growl, speak, k1ck and scream
to protect the rights of myself and other disabled peop]e in thTS .
-country while I'm in this position; I hope that each of you will activate
~ your commitment .not iniwords but in actions by gettingvout and gtving
' this wor1d“what you have and correcting the 1njustices, the Unfairness,_
and 1nequ1t1es that each of us continue to exper1ence Go get em. |
Together we will not only- overcome but we're gonna make 1t because 1f

we don.t,;together we will be oppressed. I don't know about you but I'm

not of the temperamentjtolbe_put down. So ladies .and gent]emen, 1et s




get out there and bring about that change and show them what the.hell

- it is all about.

Thank you very much.
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SUMMARY OF CONFERENCE*ACTIVITIES BY STATE o

At the end of the CBFL conference&tepresentatives from each
~ of the five states came together to give reports on their involvement
in forming state coalitions.

. Arkansas reported that their state coalition has been formed
by parent.group organizations comprised of blind, deaf, and mobility-
impaired interest groups. These groups will be the nqc1eus for con-
tinued development énd expansion of their coalition. This eXpansion
will be brought about in many ways,_ApproVa] from the existing board
fs’expected to pass with little djfficu]ty . A revision of the bylaws
will be worked-dut to meet the needs of expansion. A letter of in-
vitation and purpose will be sent to interested groups. An early
spring or Tate fall conference 'is planned to brirng together'these
groups and strengthen a more unified coalition. At this time a
decision might be made to join A.C.C.D.

Louisiana has resolved to form a coalition, and aiSo to ask
- A.C.C.D. for financial assistance: A Governor's Conference on
the issue of disability is to take place in Alexandria on the
first weekend in June. They'expect‘to accept the bylaws of A.C.C.D.

_ New Mexico reported that they have a defacto coalition for

* the handicapped which is an outgrowth of the White House Conference.
The New Mexico Handfcap’Association has been the vehicle that hés
provided the connection to the development of a coalition. A

governbr's meeting is planned for the future. They wi}] use the P.V.A.
newsletter and staff assistance till their own offjce is formed. The
need for a good issue was mentioned. Having handicapped persons in key,

non-token positions in state agencies was also discussed.



Oklahoma already has a state coalition, the Oklahoma Coalition
of Citizens with Disabilities, and their position in the Oral
Roberts Universify discrimination case is widely knowﬁ. They're -
developing the possibility of acting on the issue of education
for the deaf.

Téxas formed a coalition at this conference called Texas
Coalition of Cifizens with Disabilities (T.C.C.D.) with a seven
member board representing each section of the state. Fund raising

activities, developing lines of communication, affiliation with

A.C.C.D., and the formation of bylaws are immediate concerns.
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The project attracted noteable public attention. LbééTTy;

- the Houston Post and Houston ChroniéTe, the major dailies,

ran artic]es on the conference. The CBS, NBC, and ABC television

affiliates carried interviews and features and numerous radio

stations reported on the event. Additioha]]y, many inquirieé were

received from the public concerning conference events. Examples

of the néws coverage and public correspondence are included

below:

Page'10, Section 1

Houston "Chronicie

| pgshing for equal bpporfuhffy Iégfslation
Organizations for disabled meet

Leaders of about 70 organizations for
disabled persons are meeting in Houston
this weekend to learn-how to organize

themselves and push for legislation that.

would insure them equal opportunity in all
areas. . :

Eunice Fiorito. president of ‘the Ameri-
can Coalition of Citizens with Disabilities,
based in Washington, will be the keynote
speaker for the conference, heing held.at
the Airport Holiday Inn. She wi]l-address
the meeling al 8 p.m. {oday.-

Ms. Fiorito, who has been blind for 20 .

. years, has just been named special assist-
- ant to the Commissioner of Rehabilitation
Services Administration within the feder-
al Department of Heaith, Education and
Welfare.
She nrgamized. the Mayor’s office of the
Handicapped in New York City under then
Mayor John V. Lindsay, and led the Disa-

bled Women’s Platform for the National
Women’s Year- conference in Houston in
December.

“Weé are trying to set up coalitions,
bring together different disabled groups
in the states to work to get laws imple-
mented and passed for equal opportuni-
ty.” she said.

The Houston meeting is the first time
the national coalition has attempted to
work on a regional basis. Formerly, it had
organized on a city or state basis.

The aims of the conference are to get
the leaders of the various organizations to
lalk to each other, discuss common prob-
lems. and teach them how to effectively
organize {o lobby for action on their be-
halt. :

~The American Coalition, she said."

-2

Saturday, February 18,1978 -~

represents seven million of the 38 million
disabled péople in this country and is only
threeyearsold.

In its brief history, Ms. Fiorito said, the
coalition has persuaded”Health,' Educa-
tion and Welfare Secretary Joseph Califa-
no to sign a regulation forbidding any

. entity receiving federal funds from dis-

criminating against the disabled:

She said the group also persuaded the
staff for the Office of Civil Rights to han-
dle complaints of the handicapped and got
Department of Transportation Secretary
Brock Adams to sign an executive order
requiring buses purchased with federal
funds after Septémber 1979 to be accessi-
ble 1o and usable by the disabled. Thi -
requires low floors, wide doors and

ramps.
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Overcoming barriers
‘Handicapped’ leaders organizing coalitions

By ROB MECKEL
Post Reporter

Eunice Fiorito took a nap 25 years ago and
awoke four hours later in total darkness.

The sudden blindness, caused by glauco-
ma, caused the 16-year-old girl to adjust to a
life of having people consider her what she
described as “a blind object instead of a nor-
mal person.”

But she said she refused to succumb to
playing the stereotyped role of a blind person
and refused to resign herself to helplessness.

“You've got to realize that you are some-
body . . . that you're important,” she said at
a Saturday meeting here of about 60 persons
representing organizations of handicapped
people in five states.

Fiorito, president of the American Coali-
tion of Citizens with Disabilities (ACCD), said
the weekend conference was designed to show
handicapped group representatives the me-
chanics of forming state coalitions and possi-
bly a regional coalition encompassing Texas,

Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma and New
Mexico.

The plight of handicapped Americans is
improving gradually, but many barriers must
yet be overcome, she said.

The key to a better life for the nearly 36
million disabied persons in this country, she
said, is organization into groups large enough
to influence political leaders at all levels of
government.

EUNICE FIORITO

Bob Geyer, president of Houston's Coali-
tion for Barrier Free Living, said “‘everyone
had pretty well decided” before arriving at
the conference that state and regional coali-
tions were needed.

Fiotito said she was lucky enough after
becoming blind to have the support of her
friends and family. She was back in school
within a month and was graduated from a
Chicago high school.
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Then she learned to be “more functionally
independent” through a disability program
which taught her to read braille and walk
with a cane. She said the program also
taught her ‘‘the American system tends to
lock people into a dependency-poverty
cycle.”

She said administrators of the rehabilita-
tion program in which she was enrolled were
glad to see her go off to college because she
was ‘“‘making waves.” Fiorito said the pro-
gram paid handicapped persons 10 cents an
hour to perform the same tasks for which the
non-handicapped were paid $2 an hour.

““They did this under the guise of rehabili-
tation and training, even though some people
had being doing the work for several years,”
Fiorito said. The ACCD president said reha-
bilitation systems should be changed so they
are funded not on the total number of clients
they keep in their program, but on how many
people they help become gainfully employed
and function better.

Fiorito said the ACCD, which was founded
in 1978, now is comprised of about 70 national
organizations and disabled persons. The
organization opened its office in Washington
in 1976 after receiving a $50,000 grant from
the U.S. Department of Health, Education
and Welfare to develop coalition groups to
help handicapped citizens, she said.

She said ACCD now operates on a budget
of about $350,000 provided by various HEW
agencies.
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Texans Form State
Disabled Alliance

BY Lex Frieden

"I hereby move that the Texas Coa-
lition of Citizens with Disabilities
be established.”

With those words, CBFL President
Bob Geyer formally initiated the cre-
ation of an organization which will
represent more than one million Te-
xas citizens, who because of their
disabilities, have not shared fully
in the benefits of our society a-
vailable to the general population.

Among the first tasks of this
coalition will be its incorpor-
ation, the planning of a statewide
delegate conference to be held la-
ter this year, and the establish-
ment of procedures to insure that
persons with disabilities are not
excluded from the voting process
because of their disabilities.

The formation of TCCD was the
primary objective of the recent
CBFL-sponsored leadership train-
ing conference held at the In-
tercontinental Holiday Inn on Feb.
17-19. Although other state de-
legations discussed formation of
statewide coalitions, Texas was
the only state to actually form
one at the conference. Oklahoma

already has a statewide coalition.

Following Geyer's motion at
the Texas caucus, 21 disabled indi-
viduals representing groups
throughout the state agreed unan-
imously to form TCCD and apply
for membership in the American Coa-
lition of Citizens with Disabil-
jties, a national umbrella organ-
jzation of disabled groups and
individuals,

Ms. Marilyn Golden, represen-
ting CBFL, was elected to the
interim board of directors of
TCCD, along with representatives of
Texas Association of the Deaf,
MIGHT (an Austin-based group),
INSIGHT (an organization of
San Antonio visually-impaired
people,) and others.

An immediate priority of TCCD
is the inclusion of viewpoints
of handicapped people all over
Texas via a statewide information
network. Handicapped organizations
in far flung areas will learn
what their counterparts are doing
in other Texas cities and coun-
ties to promote greater accessi-
bility, compliance with disabled
rights legislation, and other is-
sues vital to the disabled com-
munity.
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An Analysis

‘Report From
A Participant

BY Marilyn Golden

1 had committed myself to heiping at the
Leadership Conference, and I sure was hoping
I wouldn't be bored. ("Maybe I can slip away
to a movie Saturday afternoon...“) But I

found myself fascinated, inspired, impressed,
and unbeLievably_invo]ved.'

The CBFL came through as an extremely ef-
fective organization, one that we can all be
pround of. The new film (You Can Get What You
Need) highlighting last fall's demonstration
and the subsequent formation of the Pick-Me-
Up. Bus service ‘immortalized our powerful ef--
forts (humorously). But to hear of other-
groups and their achievements in Texas ‘and

-other, states was- exc1t1ng too. We are not a-
Tone. -

I formed a new understanding of a most im=
- portant group, one that I know I won't forget:
The American Coalition of Citizens with Disa-
biTities. There are so many organizations.
these days, it makes your head spin, but this
one is really different: it is of and by
the CONSUMER, the HANDICAPPED PERSON HER/ HIM-
SELF, by US, and speaks for OUR interests
(did you know it was ACCD behind the national
demonstrations that got all the great new
laws passed?). Frank Bowe, executive director
of ACCD and a.conference speaker, is a bril-
liant man who is kicking the right rear ends
in Washington, D.C.(and working his own off
in the process!) to further our cause. The
various coalitions on national, state, and
Tocal (1ike ourselves) levels are what make
his. rear-kicking powerful, because they
bring everyone together to thrash out dif-
ferences and form a united opposition. That's
why it is so important to reach out to all
disabilities-- the blind, the deaf, C.P., etc.
as .well as different kinds of organizations.

‘We all had our energy whipped up by’ Eunice
Fiorito who proc1a1ms how vou must know
that you are worth a lot and YOU DESERVE
'THESE RIGHTS. And that people 1ike herse]f

o owill k1ck scream, and scratch till we get'
- em,
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ACCD's Frank Bowe, who is deaf, signs and-
speaks on the subJect of coa11t1ons to de]ega

We created a new dynamo:'TCCD, or Texas

Coalition of Citizens with Disabilities. ‘And
the cooperation and speed (and yes, love)
with which it was done. was mind-blowing. In .

fact, the communication and cooperation in .
general was inspiring; with deaf, blind, and -
wheelers throwing words, signs, and brai]]e'
around like so many birds in graceful for-
mation. This was highlighted by a beautiful
performance by Van and the Sign Company ma-
king music come alive for the deaf while
others nimbly dance-signed under the blinds'
hands so they too could enjoy. Many of us -
are now determined to learn to sign. -

We are a rising tide (if that weekend was
any clue) and those in the able-bodied

_ world who continue to deny disabled people

the same r1ghts enJoyed by everyone else

.better look .out!




Post Confenence Evaluation

Please rate the gollowing on a scale from 1 2o 5, where 1 means bad, 5 means
good, and 3 means uncertain. Cincle your rnesponse.

<

3 8

Pre-Congenence Package (invitations) 1 g 3 4 5
Registration Packet (trhaining materials) 1 2 3 4 5
Accommodations (Hotel) 1 2 3 4 5
Special Assistance (aids, interpretons, ete.) 1 /i 3 4 5
Introductions 1 2 3 4 5
Presentation by Bowe 1 2 3 4 5
Presentation by 0CCD 1 2 3 4 5
Speech by Fiornito | 2 3 4 5
CBFL §4&m 1 7 3 4 5
Van and the Sign Company 1 2 3 4 5
Individual State Meetings 1 2 3 4 5
Congerence Wrap-up 1 2 3 4 5
PlLans made - outcome 1 2 3 4 5
Fellow participants 1 2 3 4 5
Sponscrs (CBFL) 1 2 3 4 5
Idea forn Congenence 1 2 3 4 5
Press Coverage 1 2 3 4 5

Othen(please L.ist)

Suggestions forn future meetings on othen profects of this sont:

sagnature (optional)
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-POST ;c(iNF_ERENcE EVALUATION
Postvconference eva]uations}arexextreme]y he1pfu1’in |
determining which“areas of a conference met‘nartdcipant’needs e
_ andfwhich did not, of the,ferty cdnterence attendees, twenty;
one cempleted:and returnedlpost conference eva]uation | .A
forms A f1fty percent return rate is we]] w1th1n the acceptab1e
B range 11m1ts to a]]ow these f1nd1ngs to represent the genera1 4

"att1tudes of conference part1c1pants _

» | From the eva]uat1ons it is poss1b1e to see how
parttc1pants regarded spec1f1c facets of the conference
‘-program Also 1nc1uded in th1s summary is a 11st of suggest1ons
by part1c1pants that may be of ass1stance in p1ann1ng future
conferences |
| The overa]] rat1ngs of the e1ghteen categor1es were very

_ favorab]e, w1th most fa111ng between 3 and 5 ona cont1nuum of

1 to-5. (1 be1ng a ‘bad and 5 a favorab]e rat1ng) S1xty per cent“'.4

of the rat1ngs were f1ve 5, n1neteen per cent were four s, eleven.

per cent were threé's, three per.cent were.two s; and\one-per.cent

‘were one's.

The presentations of Dr.Frank Bowe and Eunice Fiorito.of -

ACCD received top ratings by virtually everyone. .
B A]thodgh nonefof thetcategories consistent1y received

”rat1ngs be]ow "three", the presentat1on by OCCD and press

o ::coverage tended to be rated w1th 1ess overa]] sat1sfact1on
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LIST OF SUGGESTIONS

1. Teletype equipment for the deaf (2).

2. Have rentable electric wheelchair and batteries.
3. Portable commode.

4. More emphasis on media.

5. Let's have more meetings Tike this (3).

6. Need simple idea of what ACCD is from the beginning.

7. Need more diversified socio-economic and racial representation.

8. Need to teach good meeting behavior.

9. Rooms need to be closer to meeting rooms.
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* POST CONFERENCE FOLLOWUP

F0110w1ng the- conference many letters of thanks and
« requests for 1nformat1on about the proaect were received. A

few examples of these are repr1nted on the fo]]ow1ng pages




ROBFERT t'. DFE .JEAN. SR. O OUSAS
ROBERT F. DE JEAN, JR.

77
DEJEAN, DEJEAN AND DEJEAN

LAW OFFICES

March 6, 19'78 1GO W. HELLEANTE ST

O IS A™Ns 20670

TLLEIPTHONE: 900-3820

BRODERICK C. DE JEAN GA-a224

RE: OFN: R-2-1
Dear Bob:

Please forgive the form, but this is the only way that I can find the
time to contact my new friends that I met at the Houston "Coalition'
Workshop. I hope that I will have time to drop vou a more personal
note in the near future.

Louisiana is just beginning to make advances in coalition efforts and
otherwise securing the long over due rights for her handicapped citizens.
All of us enjoyed and appreciated working with you and know that the
future is brighter.

If T can be of any assistance at any time, please call and, if you are
ever coming our way, I hope that you will let me show you some "Cajun'"
hospitality.

With kindest personal regards,

i

Sincerely yours,
|

&éggai%Zé;l '?‘3

\

) ‘ Broderick "Riki'" DeJean

P .
BCD/iw ([ b, |

J: /S /s . ~{/ o
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- MQ y /) / /

1 bl (S
A y . Y . 2




~ DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN RESOURCES
' OFFICE OF REHABILITATION SERVICES o

78

" VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION -
\ j 500 River Road
s Baton Rouge, LA 70806

EDWIN EDWARDS -
" GOVERNOR

= ,T”Fébruary 20, 1978

Mr.. Bob Gyrer, President S
Coalition for Barrier Free Living
P.0. Box 20803 )
Houston, Texas = 77025

1 De§r~36b:.__

Let me take this oppertunity to thank you for providing -
me with- an attendant so that I was able to get up every morn-
ing without any problems while I attended the workshop in’
Houston this past week-end: Let me take:this opportunity to
‘tell you that I was very impressed with the way that the .
meeting was put together. Also, I was very interested in.
what transpired.. I believe that a coalition for the handi-

_capped individuals is something that needs. to be done. I’
know that in Louisiana there are too many handicapped clubs’
and organizations which have no communication between one
another and this. could be a means of communicating. Thus, -
as you can see,. I am very much in favor of such a coalition
being formed in Louisiana. As president of P.L.A.C.E.,
Baton Rouge chapter, I will be working very hard to help

" establish this coalition. As a Vocational.Rehabilitation
counselor, I will also be pushing for the handicap to unite
so"asto be able to have some political pressure when it
comes to getting programs adopted. S

I have one regret about this past week-end and that ~
was that it seems 1ike you and I never had any time to sit
down and talk with each other. I, personally, would have

- liked to have gotten to know you a Tittle better. If for-
.. any reason’you are in Baton Rouge, I wish that you would
- ‘contact me, I would like to get to know. you better and to -

return some of the favors that you did for me.-




Page 2
Bob Gyrer

Please tell Steve that I am sorry that I broke the van;
however, 1 seem to be jinxed when it comes to vans and Friday
was just a day of hassle for me. --I'believe that the trans-
portation for the workshop and the accomodations were ex-
tremely good. Lucky for me, I had very few hassles -Sunday
on my return trip. I - '

If you have 'a newsletter or any type of information
that might be of interest to me as a Vocational Rehabili-
tation counselor or as president of P.L.A.C.E., I wish that
you would include me on your mailing list. :

Thank you for-all of your help, again.

Sincerely,

R O oo

F.K. Vince, CRC
Senior Counselor
Vocational Rehabi]itation

FKVidd -
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" ROBERTF. DE JEAN, JR.

DEJEAN.DEJEANANDIJEJEAN

LAW OFFICES - . o 8o
, R ‘ 160. W, BELLEVUE ST.

© ROBERT F. DE JEAN, SR. . L - March 8, 1978 | OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA 70670
) L . | TELEPHONE: 642-3820
BRODERICX C. DE JEAN . : Coe v »wg2-§224

Dr. William Spencer, Director . .

Regional Rehabilitation & Training Unit No. 4
Texas Institute of Rehabilitation & Research = .
Texas Medical Center ‘ R

1333 Moursund Avenue
Houston, Texas 77030

I

RE: OFN: " R-2I
Dear Dr. Spencer:

Although it has been quite awhile (approximatly seven.years) since
my rehabilitation “experience” at TIRR, I still have a high respect
and  deep appreciation of al]jdf'the-effOrtsthidh'yOU'and»yOUVV
staff make for those persons with spinal cord injuries.

I recently had the pleasure of attending the Leadership Training
ConferenCe'and.HOrkshpp'in Houston and was not surprised to. find
that you were responstble in large part for getting the funding

which was required. - , R T

The Conference was, in my opinion,. a huge success in_furthering .
the: prospect of a coalition of handicapped individuals ' which is
sorely needed in this era.: . . - - . :
For these reasons, I extend my sincere thanks to you and anyone
else who was responsible for this first step in.attaining what

I feel is a necessary step in the direction of attaining goals
for all handicapped persons. L : ~

'Nith,kindéét'pérsohat-regards; I remain,

kR Sihcérg yours.,
~Broderick "Riki" Dedean

BCD/1av



American
Copalition of
Citizens with

- . K1 Disabilities
March 3, 1978 ' ' ' Inc, @

6,

. . » Room-817, 1345 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., o (202) 7854265
. Washington, D.C..20006 . " ‘

Dr. Joseph Fenton

Chief, R&T Centers

Rehabilitation Services Administration
~ DHEW, 330 C Street, S. W.

.Washington, D. C. 20201

Dear Joe:-

'RT-4- hosted 18-19 February - a highly successful two-day workshop
for .disabled -individuals and leading advocates on 'state coalition-
building. - The conference illustrates one of the great strengths

.of the R§T network -- it made available unique expertise-and

- technical assistance for the benefit of disabled people .in a highly
relevant and. cost-effective manner. For a total -of §10,000, State
delegations from Texas, Arkansas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, and Louilsi-.
- ana were able to acquire needed knowledge and skills, together with -
motivation and incentive, to generate strong state coalitions. ‘
I would like to recommend to you, and to the Directors of the’

Centers, that RT-4's experience be considered as a model for this

kind of work.  ACCD regards it as highly responsive use of rehabili-

tationfmonies and urges rapid and broad replication.

- Sinc 'ely,

/

fi

Franfzg4”Bowe, Ph.D.
Director

FGB:mm
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New En[:[ahd ﬁl{tiz}'&i_(.‘ente’rl ‘Ilox__pilals; i
£ Tufts University Schools of Medicines’ .~
" and Dental Medicine and the

’ TU FTS ' NEW ENGLAN D MED'CAL CE NTER " ' dn dssociation of t;u’

- - i e " L L e ‘ . ‘ ’ Bingham dssociales Fund and Program
- 171 Hairisin Avenue, l)osiuii,Massa(jhuse_m 02111 AreaCode617 = 956-5039 - o
_Box 1014 - . oo U T

Lex Frieden

- TIRR Annex

105 Drew ' L A T S o T
‘Houston, TX 77006 - . R e

Dear Lex:.

"I am most pleased at the feedback I have heard regarding the RT-4 workshop for .
- advocates on state coalition building.” Please send me any written information on

the RT project description or materials that were developed for the workshop, 1In.

looking through the RT-4 Annual Report, I didn't see a "$10,000" project that would'

“-relate to this, and. I am curious how you were able to fund ‘the project. It defin- |
itely sounds like something that other RTs should be replicating.

?hénks_fOriybhr‘aséistancel _It waS“gbdd‘to;sgé you in-Hqustoﬁ.ét the‘Indéﬁendent;
.Living meeting,Aand I look forward to -the workshop. - S Lo S
- Best wishes to all.-

Sincerely,

‘F}ed,Fay

‘:A'FAF:rah'




IN RETROSPECT

_ It appears now, three months after the éonference, that
this project was highly successful in several wé&s. First, it
served as a constructfve demonstration of a means for involving
the rehabilitation éstab]ishment in consumerism. Also, it helped
consumers learn more about organizing so that they may be more
ef%ective]yvinvo1ved in affairs and decision making which affect
their lives. Finally, it provided a forum for handicapped people
from many different places and with many different disabilities
to meet and learn about each othef, to become'friehds, and to
plan on working with one anpther in the future. Both CBFL and
RT 4 are proud of the_rp]es'they played in this project.

Judging by immediately observable effects, the project
was extremely cost-effective. Ten thdusand dollars and a couple of
hundred man hours paid for a two-day meeting involving more than
_50 handicapped people. One statewide coalition was formed, three
others were planned, this report was produced, invaluable news
' coVerage of the issue of disabled rights was Qenerated,'and many
groups have become interested in replicating this project elsewhere

in the United States.
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