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Committee Chairman

Lex Frieden

9667 Meadow Vale
Houston, Texas 77063
(713) 797-0200
(Term_expires 1/86)

{
J. A. Abernathy

7804 Parkland Drive

E1 Paso, Texas 79925

(915) 772-5897

I(Term'expires 1/85)

‘A. J. (Bob) Blase

" Goodwill Rehabilitation Serv1ce

"P. 0. Box 21340

San Antonio, Texas 78221

(512) 924-8581

(Term expires 1/85)

' Betty Browh*’f

"~ Amarillo, .Texas 79106

(806) 372-3891
(Term expires 1/86) -

" Bernie Cantu

102 W. Crockett #306 ,
San Antonio, Texas 78205

" (512) 924-9069 -

(Term expires 1/86)

Fermin de la Garza*

111 Mims

Laredo, Texas 78041

(512) 723-1465 - '
(Term expires 1/86)

Janie Farris ,
Bawyshore MHMR Center
2001 Cedar Bayou Road

Baytown, Texas 77520 -

£713) 427-8544 _
Term expires 1/86)

TEXAS REHABILITATION-COMMISSION

Commjttée'

CONSUMER CONSULTATION COMMITTEE

~Vice-Chairman .

Bobby C. Simpson
Austin Resource Center
for- Independent Living

2818 San Gabriel

(512) 473-2684
(Term expires .1/85)

Members

 Ben Garrett*

2217 9th Street
Brownwood,. Texas 76801

(915) 643-2158

(Term expires 1/86)

~ Hal Hara]son*

2501 North Lamar Bou]evard

" Austin, Texas 78705

(512) 476-7003
(Term expires 1/86)

Robert C. Mehan* -

- Southwest Collegiate Institute

‘High Plains Epilepsy Assn.
-806 S. Bryan, Room 213

For the Deaf

‘Avenue C

Big Spring, Texas 79720
(915) 267-2511 Ext. 250

- (Term expires 1/86)

‘Shirley K. Price

NASA-Johnson Space Center

-Equal Opportunity Program Office/Ad

" Mgr. of Federal Women's Program

Houston, Texas 77058
(713) 483-4831 .
(Term expires 1/85)

Trudy Putteet

Dean of Students Office
Texas Tech University
P.0. Box 4259
Lubbock, Texas 79405
(806) 742-2192 .
(Term expires 1/86)




Mark-Rosenthall*

7850 Brookhollow Road
Dallas, Texas 76235
(214) 920-8025

(Term expires 1/86)

Gary Shreve*

1204 Leon

Monahans, Texas 79756
(915) 943-2511

(Term expires 1/86)

Jann E. Steed*

410 N. Bowie
Seguin, Texas 78155
(512) 379-1892
(Term expires 1/86)

*New Members

Honorable Bob Thomas

c/o Tenth Court of Appeals
4th Floor Courthouse

Waco, Texas 76701

(817) 753-7341

(Term expires 1/86)

Barbara Trusler

3917 Brook Hollow
Abilene, Texas 79605
(915) 692-1633

(Term expires 1/85)
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PURPOSE:

MEMBERSHIP:

MEETINGS :

EXPENSES :

TEXAS REHABILITATION COMMISSION
Consumer Consultation Committee

In its efforts to provide the best services possible to
disabled Texans, the Texas Rehabilitation Commission seeks
guidance and assistance from disabled persons, service
providers, and other interested representatives from the
general public.

A maximum of 26 persons who receive or provide vocational
rehabilitation services or are otherwise involved in the
field of rehabilitation. Members are appointed by the
Commissioner.

The Consumer Consultation Committee generally meets on a
quarterly basis. Occasionally, meetings of the full com-
mittee or its subcommittees are called more frequently when
determined necessary by the Commissioner.

As a rule, meetings are held in the TRC Central Office in
Austin. Occasionally, meetings are held in other locations.

Aside from reimbursement for travel, lodging and meals,
comnittee members are paid a consultant fee established by
the Commissioner,

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

Kaye Beneke

Public Information Director
Texas Rehabilitation Commission
118 E. Riverside Drive

Austin, Texas 78704

(512) 445-8745

*%%% NOMINATIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 15, 1984 % %##




Texas Rehabilitation Commission
Consumer Consultation Committee

NOMINATION FORM

Nominee's Name ] ]
(Please print or type all information on this form)

Home Address

(Street address)

City) (State) (Zip code)

Home Telephone Business Telephone

Occupation

(Include job title)

Agency or Organization

Business Address
(Street address)

(City) (State) (Zip code)

PLEASE NOTE: Article III, Section 2 of the Consumer Consultation Committee Bylaws
states: 'The membership shall consist of clients (or former clients), providers of
services and others interested in rehabilitation. At least one half of the members
shall be handicapped individuals or former clients; the remainder shall include
providers of services, family members of clients who cannot represent themselves, and
others interested in rehabilitation,

Is the nominee a disabled person? Yes No

Whether or not the nominee is disabled, which disability group does he/she represent?

I am nominating the above-named person to serve on the Consumer Consultation Committee
because:

(Continue on reverse, if necessary)

Nominator's Name

Address

Telephone

PLEASE NOTE: A current resume or biography of the person being nominated must accompany
the nomination form. Other support material may be supplied as appropriate.

*#**ANOMINATIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 15, 1984, #%#*#%%x%
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MEMORANDUM

TO: William A. Spencer, M.D.
R. E. Carter, M.D.
Bob Baker

M. J. Fuhrer, Ph.D.
William H. Donovan, M.D.

o
FROM: Lex Friedenéxf;}‘
DATE: March 29, 1984

Please find attached the most recent communication from TRC regarding
TRC's legislative appropriations request for 1986-87. You will note

that the agency is planning to request funding for client services to
catastrophically and severely disabled people prior to eligibility for
basic support services under the vocational rehabilitation program. There
seems to be some misunderstanding about terminology as reference is made
to "acute stage.'" However, I believe this misunderstanding will be cleared
up and that early treatment in a medical rehabilitation facility will be
covered under this proposed program. I believe TRC's reference to the
acute stage indicates their intention not to pay for emergency treatment
in acute care facilities.

Also attached is a copy of a letter which I wrote on behalf of TRC's
Consumer Consultation Committee to Congressman Bartlett regarding his
recent effort on behalf of the Rehabilitation Act. I believe that all of
the organizations with which we are associated should recognize the
contribution which Mr. Bartlett has made to our work. If you would care
to discuss any of these issues, please do not hesitate to call me.

LF:rms

Attachment
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independent living research utilization p.o. box 20095 houston, texas 77225 (713) 797-0200

a national center for information, training, and technical assistance in independent living.




Texas Rehabilitation Commission

Vernon M. Arreil, Commissioner
March 21, 1984

BOARD MEMBERS

George H. McCullough, M.D.
CHAIRMAN

Jack 8. Dale, Jr.
VICE CHAIRMAN

Anne R. Race, M.D.
SECRETARY

Murray Watson, Jr.
William C. Morraw

Jerry Kane
Dear Consumer Group:

Enclosed please find the following items:

1) Legislative Appropriation Request Guidelines
1986-87 Fiscal Years.

2) Letter from TRC Consumer Consultation Committee chairperson,
Lex Frieden to Congressman Steve Bartlett.

3) Job déscription and application information for VISTA program
supervisor and C.T.D. executive director (one position).

4) Job description and application information for executive director
position with Oregon's Commission for the Handicapped.

Items 2-4 are sent to you simply for your information. Item 1, however, will
be of significant interest to you as it pertains to TRC's state budget request
for the 1986-87 biennium.

It's important to keep a couple of things in mind as you review this informa-
tion. First, these are guidelines. They simply show the areas in which the
Commission intends to as% state legislators for funding. The actual federal/
state dollar amounts have yet to be determined. The level of state funding
we will request will depend on the level of federal funds we can reasonably
expect to receive. It's still a little too early to tell about the federal
funding levels.

In other words, many of the funding levels for programs shown here are based
on what we hope to be able to achieve with state and federal funds. The figures
provided under "Independent Living Program'' are a good example of this.

I am proud of the fact that these guidelines include several recommendations
offered by our Consumer Consultation Committee. Our plan to request funds to
serve catastrophically and severely disabled persons:between the time they
leave the acute care hospital and before it can be determined if they are eli-
gible for vocational rehabilitation services comes directly from a Consumer
Consultation Committee recommendation. Consumer support was also an important

(over) |

118 East Riverside Drive {(512) 445-8000, Austin, Texas 78704

An Equal Opportunity Employer




consideration in our decision to request funding for additional independent
living centers and Extended Rehabilitation Services programs and more independent
living case service money.

The appropriation request guidelines were presented to the TRC Board during its
meeting in Austin on March 16. The Board, by a unanimous vote, approved the
guidelines.

This is only our first step in preparing for the complex state budget process.
In the next few months, we will be watching the federal funding situation
closely and refining our estimates of the levels of state funding we will need
to carry out a meaningful program.

When.. wé have determined the amount of funding we will request from the state
legislature, we plan to share that information with you. At that time, we hope
you will feel free to discuss our programs and budget request with your represen—
tatives in the legislature.

As you are aware, TRC received a significant increase in state funding for the
current blennlum (FY 1984-85). The additional funds have lent stability to our
programs and our ability to provide meaningful rehabilitation services to the
disabled persons of our state.

Your active support was instrumental in our success in achieving higher state
funding levels for the current biemmium. We need your continued support if we
are to accomplish the goals set out in the guidelines we are sendlng you today.

“If you have any questions or concerns or if I may be of service to you in any.
way, don't hesitate to contact me. In the meantime, thanks for your interest’
and support. '

SincerelzZ;ZL‘AJ;Q—“)§_-E_“-w

Kaye Beneke
Public Information Director

KB/be
Encs.
cc: Commissioner Arrell ’ |



TEXAS REHABILITATION COMMISSION

LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION REQUEST GUIDELINES
1986-87 Fiscal Years
Beginning September 1, 1985

OPERATIONAL LEVELS
VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION PROGRAM -

1. Maintain counselor/population ratio at 1/45,000 based on
population growth of 2.5% annually utilizing demographic
assumptions in the Long-Range Plan.

a. Increase counselor positions by 9 for Fiscal 86 (367)
over Fiscal 85 level (358).

b.. Increase counselor positions by 9 for Fiscal 87 (376)
over Fiscal 86 level (367).

2. Provide support staff for counselor increéses.
3. Increase client service budgets for inflationary increases.
a. Provide $129,000 per counselor in Fiscal 86;
b. Provide $139,000 per counselor in Fiscal 87.
¥ 4. Request funding for client services to catastrophically and
" severely disabled after acute stage period. Services would

be provided prior to eligibility for Basic Support services.

5. Request funding-for volunteer services program (Art. 6252-11e,
V.T.C.S.).. )

~ INDEPENDENT LIVING PROGRAM -

1. Request funding for existing Independent Living Centers.
a. Provide $256,000 per established center during Fiscal 86.
b. Provide $275,000 per established center during Fiscal 87.

2. Request funding for two (2) additional centers during the biennium.
a. Provide $150,000 for each new center during Fiscal 86.

b. Provide $275,000 for each new center during Fiscal 87.°

11




LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION REQUEST GUIDELINES (cont'd)

- INDEPENDENT LIVING PROGRAM (cont'd) -
3. EeqUest fuhding for independent 1iving client services.
‘a. Request $600,000 for-Ei§;a1 86. |
" b. Request $700,000 for Fiscal 87.

EXTENDED REHABILITATION SERVICES -
1. Request funding for an additional five (5) projects.

2. Request funding for Housing Coordinator and E:Terical'suppor‘t°

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES --

1. No increase in Council Staff or State Agency Program Unit
Staff over the current level.

2. Request State General Revenue to match Federal expenditures
for Counc11 Counc11 Staff and State Program Staff.

- 3. Request State General Revenue for match1ng assistance to qua11f1ed

grantee app11cants without suff1c1ent matching funds.

DISABILITY DETERMINATION -

1. Request appropriation authority for Federal funds in accordance with

S.S.A. guidelines and workload measures.

ADMINISTRATION -
1. Request funding for additional cost requirements incurred for
“occupancy of the new Human Services Complex (modular furn1ture,
communications systems, etc. ).

2. Limit expansion of program to meet demands of service program
activities. .

TEXAS ADVISORY BOARD OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY -

1. Budget developed to meet the requirements of enabTing 1e§islation.

2. Funding to be provided from licensing fees and carryover funds
(see Rider Provisions).

12




LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION REQUEST GUIDELINES (cont'd)

INFLATION FACTORS

Fiscal Years

86 87
Percentage Increases for:
1. Operating Expenses -
Telephone ‘ 25% 25%
Postage - 10%
Other _ 6% 6%
2. Classified Salaries - .
Annual Increase 6.8% ‘ 6.8%
Merit Increases 1.7% 1.7%
(3.4% Increase for fifty
percent of employees)
Requested levels for:
1. Fringe Benefits -
Employer Monthly Contribution
for Employee Group Insurance
Premiums (Per Employee) $105.00 $130.00
Employer Payment of Employee
FICA (Maximum Annual) $2,532.60 $2,532.60
2. Travel -
Mileage Reimbursement $.27 $.27
Flat Per Diem (In-State) '
Meals $20.00 $20.00
Lodging 40.00 45.00
Totals $60.00 $65.00
Per Diem - Actual Cost of
Lodging (In-State)
Meals $20.00 $20.00
Lodging . 55.00 55.00
- Totals . $75.00 $75.00
Per Diem (Out-of-State) Actual Actual
. - Expense Expense

13




LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION REQUEST GUIDELINES (cont'd)

FUNDING LEVELS .

FEDERAL FUNDS

1. Estimate Federal funds at current year levels for Vocational
Rehabilitation and Developmental Disabilities Programs.

2. Include Federal funds for Independent Living Centers and RSA
Project. grants at known funding Tevels at time of preparation.

3. Estimate Federal funds for Disability Determination at
operational levels reported in the State Agency Budget
Request for SSA Disability Programs.
STATE FUNDS

1. Request State General Revenue funds for matching programs based on
need utilizing approved -operational levels.

2. Request State General Revenue funds for two additional programs.
a. Volunteer Services Program.
b. Services to catastrophically and severely disabled prior
to vocational rehabilitation eligibility.
EARNED FEDERAL FUNDS

1. Utilize Earned Federal Funds in Vocational Rehabilitation and
Administration Programs.

2 Earned Federal Funds cash available for appropriation by the
Legislature for the 86-87 Biennium is.estimated at $3 million.

3. Allows for retention of $2.8 million for contingencies.

RIDER PROVISIONS

EXISTING RIDER PROVISIONS
1. No recommended changes in Riders One through Six.

2 Delete Rider Seven - Pilot project for closed head injuries
authorization.

(
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LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION REQUEST GUIDELINES (cont'd)

RIDER PROVISIONS (cont'd)

PROPOSED NEW RIDER PROVISIONS
1. Request authority to establish conference funds.

2. Request authority to reimburse disabled TRC employees for
attendant care expenses when traveling outside their
designated headquarters.

3. Request authority to spend remaining balances in Occupational
Therapy fund in subsequent biennium.
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Texas Rehabilitatioh Commission

Vernon M. Arrell, Commissioner

March 16, 1984

BOARD MEMBERS

George H. McCullough. M.D.
CHAIRMAN -

Jack 8. Daie. Jr.
VICE CHAIRMAN

Anne R. Race, M.D.
SECRETARY

LN Murray Watson, jr.
The Honorable Steve Bartlett o e

1233 Longworth House Office Building Jerry Kane
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Bartlett:

| On behalf of the members of the Consumer Consultation Committee of the Texas
Rehabilitation Commission, I would like to thank vou and your staff on your
outstanding work on the reauthorization of the Rehabilitation Act during the
past year. Your leadership in this endeavor makes us proud to be fellow
Texans.

As disabled people and advocates of people with disabilities, we know the
importance of the Rehabilitation Act. Many of our lives have been enriched
by programs authorized by the act, and as a result of your recent actions,
our lives will continue to be affected in a constructive manner by this
legislation. Your responsiveness to our ideas about the act and your
obvious sensitivity to our need for adequate support of consumer controlled
independent living programs are particularly appreciated.

There will no doubt be other issues facing Congress in the months ahead which
will be of interest to us, but no single piece of legislation will be more
important to us than the Rehabilitation Act. Thank you for supporting and
representing our views, and thank you for helping to insure that disabled
people can lead productive lives as contributing citizens in ocur communities.

Sincerely yours,

Lex Frieden, Chairperson
Consumer Consultation Committee

LEF/be
cc: Commissioner Arrell
Consumer Consultation Committee members

118 Cast Riverside Drive {512) 445-3000. Austin, Texas ;3704

An Zqual Cpporrunity Zmpioyer



February 27, 1984

Michele Bailey

Quentin Smith

Mary Sawyer

c¢/o Houston Center for Independent
Living, Suite 120

6910 Fannin Street

Houston, Texas 77030

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your letter of February 2, 1984 regarding an evaluation
of your center made by the Texas Rehabilitation Commission (TRC). I agree
with your implied assertion that peer counselors do not need to be trained
psychologists. However, I believe it is important for case workers (peer
counselors, vocational rehabilitation counselors, psychclogists, social
workers, or otherwise) to obtain as much relevant background data on their
clients as may be readily available. Since I have not seen a copy of the
evaluation report itself, it is impossible for me to comment further on the
issues which you raise.

Your assumption that the consumer consultation committee of TRC
established the standards or criteria which were used in the Houston Center
for Independent Living (HCIL) evaluation is incorrect. Neither our commit-
tee nor the independent living subcommittee which functions as a part of
our committee was consulted in the development of criteria which TRC
apparently used to evaluate HCIL. I believe that the independent living
subcommittee should be consulted on such matters prior to the fact, and I
have commmicated my feelings in this regard to TRC administrators. In the
future, I trust the independent living subcommittee will be involved in
such matters to the extent that criteria which is inconsistent with the
independent living philosophy will not be used as a basis for evaluating
independent living programs. :

For your information, I have appointed Ms. Janie Farris of Baytown to
chair the independent living subcommittee of the consumer consultation
committee. Ms. Farris has indicated to me her interest in visiting HCIL
and discussing pertinent issues with the HCIL staff and directors. I
suggest that you may want to invite Ms. Farris to visit your center on some
occasion in the near future. :







o e

Thank you for your letter. Please contact me any time I can be of
assistance to you in my capacity as chairman of the consumer consultation

committee.

Sincerely yours,

Lex Frieden
Director

LF :rms

cc: Ted Thayer
Kaye Beneke
Vernon M. Arrell



TEXAS REHABILITATION COMMISSION

CONSUMER CONSULTATION COMMITTEE

Committee Chairman

Lex Frieden

9667 Meadow Vale
Houston, Texas 77063
(713) 797-0200

(Term expires 1/84)

J. A. Abernathy

7804 Parkland Drive
E1 Paso, Texas 79925
(915) 772-5897

A. J. (Bob) Blase

Goodwill Rehabilitation Service
P.0. Box 21340

San Antonio, Texas 78221

(512) 924-8581

(Term expires 1/85)

Becky Brandon

3200 Oak Ridge Drive
Temple, Texas 76502
(817) 778-8205

(Term expires 1/84)

Sernie Cantu

102 W. Crockett #306

San Antonio, Texas 78205
(512) 299-7863

(Term expires 1/86)

Don Culwell

2502 Waterford

San Antonio, Texas 78217
(512) 924-9069

(Term expires 1/84)

Raymond L. Dabney

Dallas Rehabilitation Institute
7850 Brookhollow Road

Dallas, Texas 75235

(214) 637-0740

(Term expires 1/84)

Vice-Chairman

Bobby C. Simpson

Austin Resource Center
for Independent Living

2818 San Gabriel

Austin, Texas 78705

(512) 473-2684

(Term expires 1/85)

Committee Members

Janie Farris

Bayshore MHMR Center
2001 Cedar Bayou Road
Baytown, Texas 77520
(713) 427-8544

(Term expires 1/86)

Senator Bob Glasgow
Senate of Texas

211 N. Belknap
Stephenville, Texas 76401
(817) 965-5069

(Term expires 1/85)

Wyatt Hall

Career and Guidance, Inc.
3000 University Avenue
Austin, Texas 78705

(512) 474-2983

(Term expires 1/84)

Thomas Morrison
4654 Cedar Tone
Dallas, Texas 75211
(214) 767-4123
(Term expires 1/84)

Shirley K, Price

NASA-Johnson Space Center

Equal Opportunity Programs Office/AJ
Handicapped Program Manager

Houston, Texas 77058

(713) 483-4918

(Term expires 1/85)

Marianne Punchard

Route 3, Box 88

Mart, Texas 76664

(817) 752-3451 Ext. 279
(Term expires 1/86)



Committee Members Continued

Trudy Putteet Barbara Trusler

Dean of Students Office 3917 Brook Hollow

Texas Tech University Abilene, Texas 79605

P.0. Box 4259 (915) 692-1633

Lubbock, Texas 79409 (Term expires 1/85)

(806) 742-2192

(Term expires 1/86) Jane Butler Woolsey
Rt. 11, Box 379T

Honorable Bob Thomas Fort Worth, Texas 76108

c/o Tenth Court of Appeals (817) 334-3361

4th Floor, Courthouse (Term expires 1/84)

Waco, Texas 76701
(817) 753-7341
(Term expires 1/84)

——— )

Consumer Consultation Committee Coordinator

Kaye Beneke

Texas Rehabilitation Commission
118 East Riverside Drive
Austin, Texas 78704

(512) 445-8745

Ex-0fficio Members

Vernon M. Arrell Doyle Wheeler
Commissioner : Deputy Commissioner for Programs
Texas Rehabilitation Commission Texas Rehabilitation Commission
118 East Riverside Drive 118 East Riverside Drive
Austin, Texas 78704 Austin, Texas 78704
(512) 445-8108 (512) 445-8122
James L. Jackson :
Deputy Commissioner for Adm1n1strat1ve &ﬁ\\

and Support Services -l
Texas Rehabilitation Comm1551on(‘§ . N
118 East Riverside Drive, ~—— <42LM . 0 77
Austin, Texas 78704 LIB Sl . \\C )7
(512) 445-8303 I (’ Ce )
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! 6 ! I IRR THE INSTITUTE FOR REHABILITATION AND RESEARCH

in the Texas Medical Center / 1333 Moursund Avenue / Houston, Texas 77030 / (713) 797-1440

TO: Lex Frieden ) ‘éy/
%

FROM: William H. Donovan, M.D.
DATE: February 10, 1984

Thank you for your letter informing us of the efforts of the
Committee for Disabled Texans and the recommendations made which
encourages TRC to place a line item on their budget which would
cover the cost of specific treatment for spinal injury and head
injury individuals.

This information was discussed among the members of the Texas
South Central Regional Spinal Cord Injury System at our last meeting.
Needless to say there was much interest in these developments.

All of us are quite interested in and appreciative of the work
that you, Senator Brooks and the others have done. 1In addition,
we stand ready to help in any way that we can to present what we
see are the needs of these patients, if there should be a call for
testimony, or simply opinion.

I look forward to further information as it becomes available.
Please let me know if T can help in any way.

A voluntary, not-for-profit hospital for restorative medicine serving the disabled through care, research and education.

Services Offered: Early restorative medical care, comprehensive rehabilitation, surgical restoration,
diagnostic evaluation and planning, independent living services, vocational evaluation, training, placement, sheltered employment.
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AGENDA
CONSUMER CONSULTATION COMMITTEE
TEXAS REHABILITATION COMMISSION /Qf

October 13-14, 1983 N
,rs/_/‘
,/‘*/W -
OCTOBER 13
" M
10:00 _Call to Order o Lex Frieden,
N Introduction of Guests Chairperson

x~ Approval of Minute
__.—Other Business - dwz W Z%Mﬁw # %/ W/L_/
10:15 K‘Cﬁ’tlflcate Presentatlons 5 57 M / Commissioner Arrell

10:30 Commissioner's Overview [Z’Vua&g Commissioner Arrell
TobeterdersT QU IS TED THRYER- QoURMARD, RODEET OFFCE

11:00 Review of Budget Process 3

11:30 General Discussion Committee Members

12:00 LUNCH BREAK

1:00 Open Discussion Committee Members §&

TRC Staff

5:00 ADJOURN
OCTOBER 14

8:30 Subcommittee Meetings e

10:15 BREAK é/{f/ ot el

10:30 Subcommittee Reports /ﬁn,,c{g/fﬂ; 5 /i Ccc
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Texas Rehabilitation Commission

Vernon M. Arrell, Commissioner
January 30, 1984

BOARD MEMBERS

George H. McCullough, M.D.
CHAIRMAN

MEMORANDUM

Jack B. Dale, Jr.
VICE CHAIRMAN

Anne R. Race, M.D.
SECRETARY

TO: Consumer Consultation Committee Members
Murray Watson, |r.
William C. Morrow
FROM: Kaye Beneke, Staff Coordinator Jerry Kane

SUBJECT: COMMITTEE MEETING -- FEB. 22-23, 1984

Attached is a tentative agenda for the Texas Rehabilitation Commission Con-
sumer Consultation Committee meeting scheduled for Wednesday and Thursday,
Feb. 22-23, 1984. The meeting will be held in the Board Room of the Commis-
sion's Central Office, 118 E. Riverside Dr., Austin.

Those of you who are ''old-timers' on the committee will be pleased to know
that we have eight new members joining us for the first time this meeting.

In the event you have not received a list of the full membership, I'm send-
ing one with this memorandum. New members are indicated with an asterisk (*).

This is a very important meeting in that much of our effort will be directed
toward TRC's budget request to the Texas Legislature for Fiscal Years 1986-87.
We feel consumer involvement is an important part of our budget request
preparation, and this meeting is your opportunity to be involved.

On another note, my staff is preparing an operations manual for the Consumer
Consultation Committee which will include a lot of information about the
committee and the Commission. We are including the biographical information
we have requested from you in the manual.

However, we have yet to receive the information from some of you, and we
would like to have it in time to include in the manual. If you have not
mailed in a completed biographical sheet, please do so no. later than Friday,
Feb. 10. I am enclosing another blank form in the event yours has been lost
or misplaced. It would be helpful if you would fill out the form rather than
sending us a resume as it will save my staff a little time and, resumes don't
always include all the information we're requesting on the form. Thanks for
your help!

118 East Riverside Drive (512) 445-8000, Austin, Texas 78704

An Equal Opportunity Employer




Concerning accommodations, I have some: good news, I believe, from: the folks

. at the Hyatt Regency. The sales. department there has agreed to offer a: block

of rooms to members. of the committee at reduced rates. The; Hyatt,. as: some of
you may know, is among the few accessible hotels within the immediate vicinity

~of the Central Office. Im addition, it is within walking distance of our

building. However, their regular rates. are excessive in light of our new
gegulatlon lmltlng your daily expenses for meals and lodging to a maximm of
375 : _

Therefore, Consumer Consultation Committee members who wish to stay at the
Hyatt during the meeting can reserve a room for $65 per night, double or single
room. To be guaranteed a room at. that rate, you must call to make a reserva-
tion no later than Feb. 10, 1984, and you must identify yourself as a member
of the Texas. Rehabilitation Commission Consumer Consultation Committee. After
Feb. 10th, rooms which have not been reserved will be released from the black
and though you might be able to get one at the reduced rate, the Hyatt cannot
guarantee it. ,

The phone= number for the: Hyatt Reg,ency,l 208: Barton Springs Road,. is (512)
477-1234. If you haver any problems. in trying to make reservations at the -
reduced rate, please let me know. I'll try to work them out through my con-
tact in the sales department.

You do not have to stay at the Hyatt. This. is. simply an alternative- for those

of you who would: like: to take advantage of it.

- Finally, we are still plamning an informal: evening out together--dutch' treat--

for dinner and a: chance' to get to know each other. I've invited members of

_ . our Executive Committee to join us if they are able. This social event. is .

planned for Wednesday evening, Feb. 22.

I am: looking forward to seeing all of you at the: meeting. We've got some
important issues to. work with through the comlng year and need everyone to

be involved. Good things are happening at 'the Texas Rehabilitationm Commission,
and I'm happy you're a part of them.

If you have any questions, concerns, problems, suggestlons—-don't hesitate to
contact me..

KB/be

Encs.

cc: Commissioner Arrell
Executive Committee: Members
Regional Directors
Department Heads
Miltomn Lege'
Ray Vaughn:
Ted Thayer
Roger Webb
Dayle Bebee
Carmen Quesada
Justin Dart, Jr.
Peg Nosek
Pat Pound
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'I'EXAST. REHABILITATION COMMISSION:

COnsumef Consultation Committee»'
Feb. 22-23, 1984

"TENTATIVE AGENDA

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 22

Introduction of ’VIembers '
New Business:

10:00 a.m. . ‘Call to Order " 'Lex Frieden, Chairpersomn

10:50 . BREAK |
- 11:00 Commissioner's. Ulpdartefj ~ Commissioner Max Arrell
12:00 LUNCH RECESS
' 1:30° pm. o The'»» State: Budget Process. . B'ob~Young‘,,. Controller
_ . _ ‘ : . - Doug Jourdan, Budget Officer
3:30 . BREAK |
3 45 T 'Ru:r:al Independent lemg ' - Laurie Gerken-,.,, VP‘rej ecn Coordinator
I PI‘OjeCt : . .
- 4‘:151- ] B i 'Devel'opmenta'l Disabilities‘-... ‘JoeIlen Simmons ,.>Efxec1'1tiv'e-

Council/Discussion. of " - Director
Senate: Bill 2053 :

4—{45 - Wrap: Up-
5:00 - ADJOURN
THURSDAY, FEB. 23

8: 30 a.gm. ﬂ Subcommittee Mehetings-._- '
10:15 BREAK -
10:30 - | Subcommittee Repor.ts:‘
11:00 | Full Committee: Disf:ussion
11:30 _ Expense Records . . | Shirley Edwards.,. Chief Accounta.n‘e

12100 © ADJOURM.
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CONSUMER: CONSULTATION: COMMITTEE

- Committee Chairmam -

Lex. Friedems - -
.. 9667 Meadow: Vale

© _ Houstom, Texas .77063:
. (713) 797-0200: ;

B ‘.,J(Term exp1res 1/86) R

: J A Abernathy

- 17804 Parkland. Drive.

.. ET Paso,. Texas:. 79925
.. (915) 772-5897 e
_-:(Term exp1res 1/85) o

A J. (Bob) Biase

~GoodwilT: Rehab1hta£mri Servrce{

" P. 0. Box: 21340 - .
. San Antonio,. Texas: 78221
(512). 924-8581. v

" (Term: exp1res 1/85)

‘Betty: Brown*’

- High Plains. Epﬂepsy Assn. o

806: S. Bryam,. Room:213
- Amarillo,. Texas 79106
' (806) 372-3891r .

(Term: exp1 res 1/86)

"Bernie Cantu o
. 102 W. Crockett. #306
San- Antonio;,. Texas. 78205

- (512) 924-9069:

(Term expires: 1/86—)

Fermin: de: 1a: (-Iarza’b :
111 Mims:
- Laredo,. Texas 7804L

" (512) 723-1465

(Term: expires: 1/86)

_Janie: Farris

Bayshore: MHMR: Center ;
2001 Cedar Bayou. Road:
Baytown;, Texas: 77520:
§713) 427-8544:

(Term: expires 1/86).

" Vice-Chairman:.

~ Bobby: C. Simpson:

Committee

" Robert €. Mehan* ‘
~ Southwest Collegiate Inst1 tute

Austin Resource .Center :
for Independent. L1v1ng .

" 2818 San Gabriel .

(512) 473-2684
(Term: expires. 1/85) °

Members

‘Bem Garrett*’ o

2217 9th: Street -
Brownwood;, Texas 76801 .

. (915). 643-2158 .
. (Term expires 1/8&)

i Hal HaraTson* ‘ A

. -+ 2501 North- Lamar- BouTevarcL e
* . -Austim, Texas. 78705: - :

;7 (512): 476-7003

(Term: expires 1/86)

/.

For the Deaf"

i -, "Avenue C. o
" Big: Spring, Texas 79720

(915) 267-2511 Ext. 250

. (Term expirss. 1"/861)‘
'4-,:.'Sh1r]eyl( Prices

NASA-Johnson Space Center

-Equal Opportunity: Program 0ffice/Ad: .

Mgr. of -Federal Women's Program
Houstom, Texas 77058
(713) 483-4831
(Term: expires 1/85).

© Trudy Putteet .
.+ Deam of Students: 0ffice "

Texas Tech University
P.Q. Box 425%

 Lubbock, Texas 79405
- (806) 742-2192
. (Term expires: 1/86) .



Mark: Rosenthall*®
7850 BrookholTow Road:
Dallasy Texas 76235
(214) 920-8025

(Term: expires 1/86). .

-Gary Shreve®

1204 Leon: .
Monahans:, Texas 79756

. (915) 943-2511

(Term: expires. 1/86)

“Janm: E, ‘Steed*

410 N. Bowie

Sequin, Texas 78155
(512) 379-1892 -
(Term expires. 1/86): -

“*New: Members:

 HonorabTe Bobs Thomas:
: ¢/a> Tenth: Court: of Appeals

4th- FToor Courthouse:
Waco:,. Texas. 76701
(817) 753=7341
(Term: expires 1/86)

" Barbara Trusler -

3917 Brook Hollow:
AbiTene, Texas: 79605:
(915) 692-1633
(Term: expires. 1/85)

January 1984




Biographical Sketch

Consumer Consultation Committee

Name

Business Address

Business Phone

Home Address

Home Phone

Occupation

At which address & phone number do you wish to receive committee information?
(Check one) business home

oS S S ———

Please give a brief history of your work experience and/or other professional
interests.

List any associations to which you belong or any volunteer activities in which
you participate.

Write down some of your hobbies or other personal interests.

(Feel free to continue your responses on a separate sheet if you don't have enough

room on this form.)



CONSUMER CONSULTATION COMMITTEE
ORIENTATION SCHEDULE
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1984

10:00 a.m. Call to Order Lex Frieden,
Introductions Chairperson
Manual Review

10:30 Overview of Consumer Consultation Commissioner Arrell
Committee (Purpose and Role)

11:00 Break

11:10 Questions/Answers Chairperson, Commissioner,
i Discussion Staff
O 11us Lunch B

1:30 p.m. Introduction of Commissioner's Staff Commissioner Arrell

| Edward Austin, Assistant Commissioner

| . Bob Young, Controller
David MacCabe, Director of Internal Audit
Ed Flanders, Director of Program Audit
Kaye Beneke, Director of Public Information

1:45 Introduction of Deputy Commissioners Commissioner Arrell
Doyle Wheeler, Deputy Commissioner for Programs
Dale Place, Deputy Commissioner for Disability
Determination Division :
James Jackson, Deputy Commissioner for Administrative
and Support Services
2:15-4:15 Tour of Central Office
4:30 Wrap-Up

5:00 ADJOURN




COALITION FOR BARRIER FREE LIVING

February 9, 1984

Mr. Lex Frieden

TRC Consumer Advisory Committee
P. O. Box 20095

Houston, Texas 77225

Dear Mr. Frieden:

The Board of the Coalition for Barrier Free Living (CBFL) is in receipt of the
Program Evaluation of the Houston Center for Independent Living dated Jan-
vary 26, 1984 and has reviewed said document. It is obvious that a thorough and
objective evaluation of center programs and procedures was completed. The Board
is in general agreement with the findings of the reviewers, and the time and effort
that went into the review process are sincerely appreciated. ‘

Notwithstanding the positive tone of the evaluation, there is, however, one
component of the evaluation with which the Board takes issue. Item number nine
in the evaluation report deals with case management and documentation. Some
legitimate deficiencies in past case management procedures were cited and are
being addressed. Item number nine, however, also refers to the need to request -
". . . medical and psychological information . ... from treatment resources..." In
light of the mission and goals of HCIL and the training and qualifications of the
counseling personnel in the Center, the Board questions the validity of requesting
the aforementioned information. - i

The counseling personnel employed by the Center at this time function as
peer counselors and are not qualified by either education or experience to interpret
or utilize diagnostic information provided by medical and psychological profes-
sionals.  Furthermore, HCIL's legal justification for requesting medical and
psychological information is open to question. In the case of TRC clients,
pertinent information required by the peer counselor should be available from the:
referring TRC counselor. '

RECEIVED FEB 13 1984

6910 Fannin, Suite 120, Houston, TX 77030 (713) 795-4252 Voice or TTY

o




-

Mr. Lex Frieden
February 9, 1984
Page 2

It is the assumption of the Board of CBFL that the Consumer Advisory
Committee approved requesting psychological and medical information as part of
the case management process. If this is the case the Board of CBFL would like to
know the rationale for this decision. Because this is a substantive issue, the Board
of CBFL is requesting a written response to this inquiry. Your attention to this
matter is appreciated.

Sincerely,

Todille A Lot

Michele Bailey
CBFL Vice President

ThtvnSsiogpn
Mary Sawyer
Chairperson, CBFL Committee on

Service Provision

Dnuitcirt 4o

Quentin W. Smith
HCIL Executive Director

QWS:nw
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'S REHABILITATION COMMISSION
OFFI(‘\TE MEMORANDUM

{
,,‘: . “g‘)"ﬁ_ «'.' - | . . . ‘
ajkus, Charles Armstrong, Leigh Ann Meissner,

IO: - =S ene Clemons, Mel
2O Duane Snow. =
FROM Ted M. Thayer, Director of In cpendent - Living a

_ Austln Central Office
SUBJECT: . 'PROVISION OF INDEPEND 2.
T DMPAIRED

i

i | bRE:

DATE: Januar"y 25, 1984

, ; . '
The question has been';alsed Ttecently by several of you as well as-
several of the centers| for 1nd pendent living as to whether the state
funds earmarked for th~ prOV1sncn of independent living services by
the Commission can bel*tlllvedﬂto serve blind or visually impaired
individuals. " This issye has been pursued with our legal counsel and
' other Comm1551on aamln‘strator and the following decisions reached:
. "45
1. .The only way that théHTetas Rehabllltatlon Commission
" . could be invaglved 1n1;erv1ng individuals with a primary
'u-{':disability oribl_nanegs or visual impairment would be
i for the Ccmm1551on fo the Blind to contract with the
-+ Texas -Rehabiliitation Commission on.a reimbursement ba515'

P I
P Lor the prov151on of ‘such services.
' : ’.H :

" 2. The above pquedure wguld Tequire negotiation with the
-+ 1 Commission tor the Blind to' determine whether. that

- _ . .activity is alceptable to both agencies.

7 S : K/ _

‘ B . | In the meanti e, 1ndeéendent living services should not
w : o t | be provided by the Texa.s Rehabilitation Commission for

' .. individuals w::th a primarv disability of blindness or

- 4 visual impairment. ese individuals :hould be referred

' to the Commlsflon forﬁthe Bllnd ' S :

wu

L " A

£ f | cc:h/E;; Directors : |
. . Vernon M. Arrell |!

" Doyle Wheeler .}
© John Wylie i

Edward Austin | ki
Regional Directon -
Program Directorsi
Area Managers [}




Texas Rehabilitation Commission

Vernon M. Arrell, Commissioner

January 25, 1984

BOARD MEMBERS

George H. McCullough, M.D.
CHAIRMAN

Jack B. Dale, jr.
VICE CHAIRMAN

M E M O R A N D U M Anne R, Race, M.D.

SECRETARY
Murray Watson, r.

William C. Morrow
Jerry Kane

TO: . Addressees. Listed Below
FROM: Kaye Beneke
- SUBJECT: CONSUMER CONSULTATION CCOMMITTEE ORIENTATION

As I mentioned to you in an earlier memo, new members of the Consumer Consulta-
tion Committee will arrive in Austin on Tuesday, February 21, 1984, to attend
an orientation. The purpose of today's memo is to ask your help in making the
orientation a success.

While the morning session will be taken up with the sharing of routine committee
business, I am plamning a tour of the Central Office for the afternoon.

The tentative agenda for the afternoon is as follows:

1:30 Introduction of the Commissioner's staff Commissioner Arrell
Board Room (Austin, Young, MacCabe, Flanders, Beneke)

--a brief introduction and summary of
areas of responsibility--

1:45 Introduction of Deputy Commissioners ' Commissioner Arrell
(Wheeler, Place, Jackson)

--ten minutes each to describe areas
of responsibility--

2:15 Start tour | )

2:30 Program Services John Wylie

2:45 Civil Rights Office George Clark
3:00 Staff Development ' Tom Word

3:15 BREAK

3:30 RehabTech Roger Levy~
3:45 Planning Section Cole Murphy
4:00 DD council/GCDP Joellen Simmons/

Virginia Roberts
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4:15 Budget Office' ' “ ' , Doug Jourdan

4:30 Information Services John Ribble
4:45 Wrap Up
5:00 ADJOURN

~

Obviously, the tour will not cover all of the offices within the Central Office.
And, it doesn't allow much time in any area. All I'm hoping to accomplish is

to give new members an opportunity to meet you and your staff and learn a little
bit about your operation. We'll have time for more in-depth gatherings during
other meetings.

Please look over the schedule and let me know whether or not it is agreeable to
you. We will do everything we can to resolve a conflict between this agenda
and your busy schedules. '

If you have any questions, don't hesitate to contact me. I really appreciate
your help!

KB/be

cc: Commissioner Arrell
Lex Frieden, Chairperson
Doyle Wheeler
Dale Place
James Jackson
Edward Austin
Bob Young
David MacCabe .
Ed Flanders
John Wylie
George Clark.
Tom Word
Roger Levy
Cole Murphy
Joellen Simmons
Virginia Roberts
Doug Jourdan
John Ribble
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TO: Executive Committee Members
FROM: Kaye Beneke, Public Information Director/ﬁész____

SUBJECT: UPCOMING CONSUMER CONSULTATICN CCMMITTEE MEETING

This is to make you aware of what's going on with TRC's Consumer Consultation
Committee and some events we have planned for February.

First, Commissioner Arrell has appointed eight new members to the committee
to replace members whose terms expired at the end of last year. I am attach-
ing a 1list of the full membership with the new members indicated for your
information.

I am planning an orientation for the new members to be held in the Board Room
on Tuesday, Feb. 21, 1984, from 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. The purpose of this session
(the first one we've ever had, by the way) is to familiarize the new members
with the Commission's programs and operations and to give them an opportunity
to meet some of the folks from the Central Office with whom they will work

in the course of their terms.

I will be calling on a number of you for assistance during the orientationm.
For the most part, your participation would involve allowing us to stop by
your office and/or section for a few minutes to meet you and any of your staff
you would like to introduce. I am planning a tour instead of asking you to
speak at themeetingbecause I think the new members can get a better ''feel
for the agency by seeing you in your normal setting. I will be contacting
those of you we would like to visit on this first tour within the next few
days.

In the meantime, if you have suggestions for topics you think should be covered
during the orientation, please let me know. e
) /_.. o 3

The full Consumer Consultation Committee will meet én Feb. 22-23,the two days
following the new member orientation. A good portiom—of that meeting will

involve the state budget process and recommendations for TRC's appropriations
request for the FY 1986-87 biennium.
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There will be some time left for discussion of other topics. Again, if you
have any suggestions, please let me know.

Finally, beginning with the upcoming meeting, the committee is changing its
subcommittee structure. Instead of having the three standing subcommittees
which have been in existence for a number of years, the committee chairperson,
working with the Commissioner and staff coordinator, will appoint subcommittees
on an as needed basis. Under this structure, while one subcommittee might
work on a particular special project for several months, another might be able
to develop a recommendation or suggest a solution to a problem with one or two
meetings. This structure is expected to give the committee greater flexibility
and an opportunity to be more responsible. The success of this new structure,

I believe, lies in the kinds of issues the subcommittees are given to work on.

If you have issues or topics which you feel are appropriate for study by a
special subcommittee, piease let me know about them. I would appreciate your
response no later than Jan. 31, 1984.

I should point out that the Independent Living Subcommittee will not be dis-
banded at this point in time. Members appointed to this subcommittee have been,
and will continue to be, heavily involved in providing advice and guidance in
relation to the case service funds the Commission has made available to the
state's independent living centers.

Last, but not least, the committee members are planmning to go out to dimner
together on the evening of Wednesday, Jan. 22, following the meeting. This,
hopefully, will help members become acquainted with each other at the outset
of this new year. We would be delighted for you to join us for the evening.
We're not planning anything formal or fancy--and, it's dutch treat. If you
would like more information, please give me a call.

Thank you for your interest in the Consumer Consultation Committee. If you
have any questions or suggestions, don't hesitate to contact me.

KB/be
Enc.
cc: Commissioner Arrell
Lex Frieden, Chairperson
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MEMORANDUM

T0: TRC Consumer Consultation Committee Members
FROM: Kaye Beneke, Staff Coordinator;&g);___

¢
SUBJECT: NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING

The next meeting of the Texas Rehabilitation Commission Consumer Consultation
Committee is scheduled for Wednesday and Thursday, February 22-23, 1984, in the
TRC Central Office board room. This is an important meeting for a couple of rea-
sons--it is our first with several new members, and we will be talking about the
Commission's state budget request for the FY 1986-87 biennium. I hope you will
be able to join us.

While it will be explained in more detail at the meeting, I would like to take
this opportunity to explain to you a change in our policy regarding your expenses
when you attend committee meetings. You will continue to receive a $100 consul-
tation fee for each day you meet and full reimbursement for travel expenses for
you and, if you require one, your attendant. The change affects expenses for
meals and lodging. The Commission will reimburse up to $75 per day for meals and
lodging. If you require an attendant, he or she may be reimbursed up to $75 per
day, also, in addition to the $50 per day attendant fee.

This change in policy was made necessary by a new state law. We will explain it
in full detail at the February meeting. I just wanted to make you aware of it
now.

For your information, Commissioner Arrell has invited eight people to serve as
members of the committee. As soon as we receive a response from them and can
compile a 1ist of the committee membership, we will send their names to you. The
new members have been invited to attend an orientation on the day before the full
committee meeting.

/" ) F\\v n ‘\:

¢>( ’“ ‘%\ : /
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Some of you expressed an interest in spending time together socially when you're
in town for a meeting. We are trying to make some plans for the evening of Tuesday,
February 22. If you have any suggestions or ideas, please let me know.

Finally, I am enclosing a biographical form for you to fill out. This information
will be included in the new Consumer Consultation Committee manual we are putting
together. Again, we're doing this in response to some of your suggestions. Please
i1l it out and return it to me at your earliest convenience.

Thanks so much for making 1983 such a pleasure for me. Please accept my best
wishes for happy holidays and a bright new year! .

KB/be

Encs.

cc: Commissioner Arrell
Executive Committee Members
Regional Directors
Department Heads
Milton Lege'
Ray Vaughn
Ted Thayer
Dayle Bebee
Carmen Quesada
Justin Dart, Jr.
Peg Nosek
Pat Pound
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. CONSUMER CONSULTATION COMMITTEE
MEETING '

OCTOBER 13-14, 1983

MINUTES

~——.

The Consumer Consultation Committee for the Texas Rehabilitation Commission: met
at 10:00 AM in the third floor conference room of the TRC Central Office, 118 East
Riverside Drive, Austin, Texas.

Chairman Lex Frieden called the meeting to order, introduced members and guests,
and announced that following a few presentations the agenda for the meeting would
be an open discussion of various issues and concerns as requested previously by
Committee members.

Those in attendance were:

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Lex Frieden, Chairman

Bobby Simpson, Vice Chairman
Ray Dabney

Don Culwell

Wyatt Hall

Bob Blase

Becky Brandon

J. A. Abernathy

TRC STAFF MEMBERS: Kaye Beneke, Staff Coordinator : -
Vernon M. Arrell '
Dale Place
Bob Young
John Fenoglio
Ted Thayer
Doug Jourdan
Barbara Alvarez
Connie Villec-Nemmers
Betty Eli .

GUESTS: Peg Nosek

Discussion was held regarding the number of Committee members in attendance and
the necessity of a quorum as stated in the bylaws. As two members, Judge Bob
Thomas and Marianne Punchard, were unable to attend the morning session but would
be in attendance at the afternoon session, it was decided to continue with the
meeting.



CONSUMER CONSULTATION COMMITTEE MEETING.
' October 13-14, 1983

SUGGESTIONS:

I.

L

The original counselor retain primary responsibility of a client when the client
is transferred from his home community to a sheltered workshop or halfway
house.

2. More frequent visitation of facilities by Central Office staff.

3. More regional meetings of TRC staff for clarifying directives from the Central
Office. ,

4, More specialized training in certain disability areas for general caseload
counselors. :

S. Elimination of subcommittees and creation of task forces for problem areas.

6. During Committee meetings, have subcommittee or task force meetings first
with full Committee meeting afterward.

7. The need to identify the Committee members with TRC field personnel as well
as Central Office staff.

2. Have Committee meetings in other cities.

9. Secure identification name tags for Committee members.

RECOMMENDATIONS: )

To provide continuing and expanding programming to the independent living
program and to consider increasing the line item amount on independent living
each year due to cost of living expenses, cost of services, etc.

y

2. To continue investigation in rehabilitation services to the aging.

3. To expand the closed head injury prografi‘-\k and develop an extended
rehabilitation services program for that disability group. -

\

4. Create a line item for early intervention for catastrophically and severely
disabled, closed head and spinal cord injuries.

S. To develop a system of innovation and expansion pilot studies for services to
various groups of disabled individuals, i.e., closed head injuries, spinal cord
injuries, pain clinics, etc.

6. To provide improved linkage and incentives in job development and job
placement for TRC counselors.

7. More emphasis on transportation and housing for the handicapped with a
Program Specialist in the Central Office with expertise in transportation and
housing as well as a counselor in each field office with this expertise.

3. The Committee desires more knowlédge of the Extended Rehabilitation Services

Program--the need to provide consistency with ERS and the other services of
the agency.




Committee members discussed the minutes from the last meeting on July [8-20, 1983,
and a needed bylaws change, but deferred a vote on both until a quorum was present.

The Committee was informed that members Tom Morrison and Shirley Price were

appointed to the Governor's Committee for Disabled Persons with Bobby Simpson
being appointed as the new Chairman of that Committee.

DISABILITY DETERMINATION DIVISION - Dale Place

Mr. Dale Place, Deputy Commissioner for the Disability Determination Division, gave
a brief overview of the recent changes in the Social Security Act and its results in
the Disability Determination Division. The 1980 Amendments to the Social Security
Act require that all cases that have been on the rolls for a considerable length of
time must be reviewed every three years or so to reconsider eligibility. The
standards for Social Security eligibility have been tightened because of a lack of
money and as a result of a Government Accounting Office (GAO) audit which showed
that some individuals may be on the rolls fraudulently. It was believed that 20% of
the people would be removed from the Social Security rolls upon review, but after
reviewing cases, about 45% of the people were taken off the rolls. This, of course,
has caused a great deal of hardship for some Social Security recipients, but the State
Disability Determination Divisions are having to comply with Social Security
Administration federal rules and regulations.

Beginning in January, 1984, face-to-face interviews will begin with recipients whose
cases have been reviewed and it has been determined that their Social Security
benefits shall be ceased. These face-to-face interviews are required by recent
amendments to the Social Security Act. These interviews can be either at the state
or federal level, but it is felt that Congress intended for the states to carry out this
procedure. The Social Security Administration has set up several demonstration
projects for this and Texas was a participant in a demonstration project in Dallas,
Texas. At the present time, the new Commissioner of the Social Security
Administration, Ms. Martha McSteen, is writing to all governors giving the States the
option to conduct these face-to-face interviews. It is anticipated that 50 disability
examiners will be needed to conduct these interviews and offices will be set up
throughout the state to accommodate the disabled Social Security recipient. It is
hoped by setting up these offices throughout the state that no disabled person will
have to travel more than 75 miles for an interview.

A summary of the Pickle Bill, H.R. 3755 now pending in the House of Representa-
tives, was provided to the Committee. This bill would, if passed into law, provide
many safeguards to disability beneficiaries, including a requirement that medical
improvement of the beneficiary's impairment would have to be demonstrated before
benefits could be ceased.

INDEPENDENT LIVING PROGRAM - Ted Thayer

Mr. Thayer, Program Specialist, explained recent developments in the Commission's
Independent Living Program, specifically in regard to planning for utilization of state
general revenue funds for independent living purposes. The specific funds
appropriated were $642,820 for Fiscal Year 1984 and $1,145,620 for Fiscal Year 1985.




The state auditor's office has recently indicated that the Commission must use a
portion of Title VII, Part B funding for Commission administrative costs (previously
Title I funds were used). This amounts to an estimated 15.6% of the first $25,000 or
$3,900 per center per year and state general revenue funds will be utilized to replace
the federal funds that will be unavailable to the centers through this procedure.

At Mr. Arrell's direction, a plan for utilization of state general revenue funds was
developed and presented to the executive directors of the five centers for
independent living and key members of the Commission's Consumer Consultation
Committee. The plan was favorably received by those two groups and was
subsequently approved by the Commission's administration..

The following is a basic description of the plan.

Proposed budgets for the centers, including both state and federal funds, for FY &4
are as follows: '

Austin Resource Center for Independent Living - $212,500
~ Houston Center for Independent Living - $212,500
Dallas Center for Independent Living - $212,500
San Antonio Independent Living Services - $150,000
El Paso Opportunity Center for the Handicappd - $150,000

During FY 85, budgets for all five centers will be $212,500.

Because of the availability of considerable federal funding during FY 84, the above-
referenced budgets would provide for an. unobligated balance of approximately
$417,000 in state general revenue funds for that year. The plan includes utilization
of those funds to develop five pilot projects in the areas where the five centers exist
for the delivery of independent living services by Commission staff. These projects
will involve only case service funds and existing staff will be utilized. Moreover, it
is planned that the delivery of independent living case services will be closely
correlated with activities of the centers for independent living. That is, services
would be delivered to current clients of the centers, ex-clients of the centers, and
individuals who require services from the Commission in order to become clients of
the centers.

Based upon information currently available to the Commission, it appears that state
general revenue funds available for case service delivery by the Commission would
decrease significantly during the second year of the biennium (FY 85). The
“anticipated amount at this time is approximately $112,000; however, that amount
could be increased if additional Title VII, Part B federal funds become available for
operation of the centers.

The rationale for developing a pilot case service delivery system for independent
living clients is as follows:

L. There are obviously numerous unmet independent living needs of many
Texans with disabilities through the existing service delivery systems.

2. Title VII, Part A of the Rehabilitation Act provides for case service
delivery of independent living services by state vocational rehabilitation

agencies but has never been funded. If this part of the Act were funded in
the future, the planned pilot program would provide us with valuable
knowledge and experience to implement a larger scale program.

e



3. If our pilot activity is cost-eifective and successful in reaching objectives,
additional funding for this purpose might well be obtained from the State
Legislature during subsequent Legislative sessions.

This plan involves development of an unprecedented service-delivery system and,
consequently, considerable effort will be required to develop the necessary procedures,
It is anticipated, however, that procedures for service delivery will be as close as
possible to our current procedures for provision of vocational rehabilitation services.
The basic differences from the vocational rehabilitation program will'be the clients
served and the purpose of the services provided.

REVIEW' OF BUDGET PROCESS - Doug Jourdan

Mr. Doug Jourdan informed the Committee that the Texas Rehabilitation Commission
is making progress in its efforts to compensate for unstable federal funding - citing
the approximate $47 million received in general revenue funding from the states in
the 1984-85 biennium as compared to the approximate $29 million in general revenue
received for the Fiscal Year 1982-83 biennium. Mr. Jourdan distributed to the
Committee a timetable for preparation of legislative appropriation requests (LAR) for
the biennium and explained each step.

Mr. Arrell urged the Committee to make recommendations of one or two major issues
to be achieved in rehabilitation during this 'upcoming biennium and informed them
that these must. be given early.in order to be incorporated in the budget process.
These recommendatlons, if accepted, will be.included as riders to the appropriations
bill.

"JOG RAMA"

Mr. Frieden introduced Mr. Arrell and stated that the Commissioner will be jogging in
a "Jog Rama" sponsored by the Coalition of Texans with Disabilities to raise funds
for the Coalition. The Coalition is made up of disability advocacy groups from
throughout the state. It is among the state's most powerful advocates for disabled
persons and the programs that serve them. TRC recently became one of the
Coalition's newest organizational members in an effort to support and participate in
its outstanding work. Currently, 30 VISTA volunteers, funded by the federal program
ACTION, serve as the Coalition staff. However, the VISTA program is facing funding-
cutbacks, and the Coalition is trying to raise funds to replace the federal dollars.

All Committee members were asked to sponsor the Commissioner in this event which

will be held on Sunday, November 20, 1983, at 12:00 noon at Tony Burger Stadium in
Austin.

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS - Vernon M. Arrell

Commissioner Arrell presented Committee member Becky Brandon with a resolution
from the Consumer Consultation Committee honoring her for work as a volunteer
with the National Developmental Disabilities Council.



The Commissioner also presented awards to Committee members whose terms have
expired on the Committee. These awards were presented to:

Becky Brandon Ray Dabney Wyatt Hall
Don Culwell Lex Frieden Tom Morrison
Judge Bob Thomas Jane Woolsey

COMMISSIONER ARRELL

Mr. Arrell informed the Committee that Fiscal Year 1983 was a good year for
vocational rehabilitation in Texas. There were 14,060 successfully rehabilitated "26"
closures and 62% were severely disabled. Although limited resources have caused the
Commission to reduce its staff, the Commission is still maintaining a high level of
quality and production.

Mr. Arrell further informed the Committee that the state appropriations that were
gained in this legislative session made up for the difference in the amount of federal
money that was lost. Vocational Rehabilitation will be on a continuing resolution
until November 1[5, 1983, at which time it is hoped that we will have-an approximate
9.9% increase in funds.

The Commission is becoming increasingly interested in computers and their
relationship to TRC clients. The Commission is presently involved in a project with
the School of Allied Health Sciences to study the relationship between computers and
the severely disabled. It is felt that this is an excellent project and "the way of the
future."

For the 1984 Fiscal Year the Commission has implemented a regional budget
procedure. In previous years, regional budgets and/or regional allocations were used
but money could be transferred from region to region depending on the need. At this
time, however, the Commission is implementing a strict regional budget with the
Regional Director having full control over his region's budget and money will not be
transferred among the regions. This has caused the regions to be more prudent with
their money and counselors are more fully utilizing community resources. There is
one hard and fast rule with regional budgets, i.e., client case service money cannot
be used for administrative services of the program.

Mr. Arrell again urged Committee members to develop one or two major items that
they would like to have as top priority during the next legislative session. He stated
one of his top priority items was putting vocational rehabilitation in the Workmen's
Compensation Law and that 37 other states had vocational rehabilitation included in
their Workmen's Compensation Laws.

He also requested Committee members to consider the role of the Consumer
Consultation Committee and decide if there should be any changes in the mission or
organization of the Committee or possibly a restructuring of the actual Committee
meetings.




MINUTES

Chairman Frieden called for a review of the minutes of the last Committee meeting
on July 18-20, 1983. After a brief discussion, Bob Blase moved to accept the
minutes as read, Bobby Simpson seconded the motion and the motion carried.

BYLAVWS

With a quorum in attendance, Chairman Frieden explained to the Committee the need
to clarify and/or update the bylaws regarding the terms of membership on the
Consumer Consultation Committee (Article I, Section 5-8). As originally written,
appointments to the Committee were made for three, two and one year terms always
insuring that there would be experienced members on the Committee. Appointments
and reappointments have become increasingly difficult to make; therefore, for
simplicity and clarity, it was suggested that all appointments and reappointments be
for a membership term of two years beginning with the effective date of the
appointment. A member may serve for a maximum of three consecutive terms of
reappointment by the Commissioner. Mr. Bob Blase moved to accept the changes,
Ray Dabney seconded the motion, and the motion carried.

GENERAL DISCUSSION

Mr. Wyatt Hall recommended, through his years of experience with the mentally
retarded as a director of a sheltered -workshop and working with the Texas -
Rehabilitation Commission, that the original counselor retain the primary responsibility"
of the client when the client is transferred from his home community to a sheltered
workshop or halfway house. He went on to explain that usually the home counselor
has worked with the client for a considerable length of time, is more familiar with
the client, the family, and the situation, and has spent both time and money on the
case.

Mr. Hall also recommended that Central Office staff (Program Specialists, facility
staff, etc.) visit facilities more often rather than on a routine audit basis. He stated
that facility directors need to have more of a "personal touch from the Central
Office" and be able to talk openly and directly to those that make decisions and have
authority.

He stated also he felt there were misunderstandings of the directives (Commission
Letters, etc.) from the Central Office by TRC field personnel. Mr. Hall
recommended more regional meetings for the purpose of clarifying directives, etc.
Open discussion followed regarding such topics as: »

1. The limitation requirement on sheltered workshop training.

2. Continuing to have quality rehabilitation services if it is necessary to
initiate a priority of service program.

3. In-service training for all counselors as well as the need for more
specialized training for general caseload counselors.



10.

11.

The financial advantages and disadvantages of hiring staff psychologists
versus the purchasing of psychologicals from private psychologists.

The Commission's policy on promptly responding to legislative inquiries.

The Commission's position on the licensing of rehabilitation counselors and
the feasibility of requiring TRC counselors to be Certified Rehabilitation
Counselors. The Commission does not require and does not plan in the
future to require TRC counselors to be licensed or Certified Rehabilitation
Counselors as this would exclude a number of very competent and capafglg
employees who would lack the education to qualify.

The availability of the Regional Director in the regions and Doyle Wheeler
or John Wylie in the Central Office to resolve operational problems that
develop in the regions with the day-to-day functions of rehabilitation.

The need for possible cultural training for TRC Counselors in working with
the various ethnic groups.

The need for orientation of new Consumer Consultation Committee members

through distribution of Governor's Report, News and Views, as well as a

TRC organizational chart.

Discussion of subcommittee structure, i.e., elimination of subcommittees and
creation of task forces for specific problem areas. |

Request for ideas relating to the agenda and the necessity of four meetings
a year.~ Staff Coordinator Kaye Beneke stated that she hoped to visit each
Committee member in their own office as well as meet with TRC staff in
these cities.

Mr. Arrell introduced Committee member Marianne Punchard as a new member of the
Texas Advisory Board of Occupational Therapists. Other Board members at this time
are Art Dilly and Heidi Schoenfeld. Mr. Arrell requested Consumer Committee
members to make recommendations for the remaining four Board member positions
for TABOT.. He explained that the first meeting of TABOT will be on October 24,

1983.

The meeting was adjourned for the day.



October 14, 1983

Chairman Frieden opened the meeting by stating that the Committee would decide on
ideas for future Committee meetings as well as recommendations relating to the
budget process and long-range goals for the Commission.

Discussion was held on the structure of the Committee, the subcommittees, and the
Committee meeting agendas. Committee members felt they were most productive
when they were able to resolve a problem for the Commission. Mr. Arrell stated he
did not want the Committee to be involved in evaluation of centers, programs, etc.,
but he did want advice and suggestions. These will be most needed if the
Commission has to initiate a priority of service program.

Further discussion revealed that most Committee members felt free to discuss issues
when they were better acquainted with each other and were familiar with each
other's role as an advocate for the disabled. Also discussed was the possibility of the
Committee meeting socially prior to scheduled Committee meetings.

~The following suggestions were also made:

L. Subcommittees have possibly served their usefulness and perhaps task forces
should be created for problem areas.

2. Have subcommittee or task force meetings first and then full Committee
meetings. .

3. TRC employees giving presentations at Committee meetings should prepare
and distribute background information to Committee members prior to
meetings. '

4, © The need to identify the Committee members with- TRC field personnel as

well as Central Office staff.
5. Have Committee meetings in other cities.

6. Secure identification name tags for Committee members.

Mr. Arrell explained the TRC-TEC (Texas Employment Commission) Crossmatch
Program and how TEC through their computer files is helping TRC locate previous
clients. He explained that TRC sends a computer tape listing the names and Social
Security numbers of all clients in certain work statuses to TEC to crossmatch with
their computer tapes. TEC then provides a report to TRC on those clients who are
working. This report shows where the client is working and how much money they
are earning.




Discussion was also held on the location of TRC field offices and their accessibility
to the handicapped. It was mentioned that not all TRC offices are located in the
best possible locations for the handicapped and that they are not as architecturally
barrier free as desired. Mr. Arrell explained that all TRC offices comply with the
state law regulations regarding architectural barriers but the law is extremely liberal
in its definition of architectural barrier free. The Commission strives to locate
adequate office space (location as well as barrier free), but due to the rising cost of
office space and limited funding, it is necessary at times for the Commission to take
the office space that is available.

The following recommendations were made by the Committee for budgeting and long-
range goals for the Comm1551on.

l. To provide continuing and expanding programming to the independent living
program. Consider increasing line item amount on independent living each
year due to cost of living expenses, cost of services, etc.

2. To continue investigation in rehabilitation services to the aging.

3. To expand the closed head injury program and develop an extended
rehabilitation services program for that population.

4. A line item for early intervention for catastrophically and severely disabled,
closed head and spinal cord injuries.

5. To develop a system of innovation and expansion pilot studies for services
to various groups of disabled individuals, i.e., closed head injuries, spinal
cord injuries, pain clinics, etc.

6. To provide improved linkage and incentives in job development and job
placement for TRC counselors.

7. More emphasis on transportation and housing for the handicapped.
Recommend a Program Specialist with expertise in transportation and
housing as well as a counselor in each field office with expertise in
transportation and housing for the handicapped. '

8. The Committee desires more knowledge of the Extended Rehabilitation
Services Program--the need to provide consistency with ERS and the other
services .of the agency.

With all business concluded, it was moved and seconded that the meeting be
adjourned. The motion was carried and the meeting adjourned.

e



COALITION FOR BARRIER FREE LIVING/
HOUSTON CENTER FOR INDEFENDENT LIVING

FARLIAMENTARY FROCEDURE OUTLINE

TO EXFEDITE THE BOARD MEETINGS, WE ARE OFFERING YOU THE
FOLLOWING MATERIAL WHICH FRESENTS A SUMMARY OF FARLIMENTARY LAW.

WE WILL TAKE UF, IN ORDER, THESE FEW FUNDAMENTAL FRINCIFALS OF
CARRING ON OUR REGULAR RBUSINESS.

TO CALL A MEETING TO ORDER

TO GET THE MINUTES AFPFROVED OR CORRECTED

TO GET THE FLOOK

TO MAKE A MOTION

TO USE COMMON SUEBSIDIARY MOTIONS
A. TO AMEND A MOTION
B. TO REFER TO COMMITTEE
C. TO TAELE

6. TO USE COMMON INCIDENTAL MOTIONS
A. TO ADJOURN
Fr—FO—RECORSTDER™
B. TO RESCIND

TO MAKE A COMMITTEE REFORT

[ S I S B

~J

TO CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER

THE FRESIDING OFFICER SAYS, "THE MEETING WILL FLEASE COME TO
ORDER"

AFFROVING MINUTES

THE FRESIDING OFFICER SAYS, "ARE THERE ANY CORRECTIONS TO THE
MINUTES?" AFTER A FAUSE, CONTINUE, "IF NOT, THE MINUTES STAND AFFROVED
AS READ. "

EVERY MEMEER IS RESFONSIELE FOR SEEING THAT THE RECORDS ARE
CORRECT. 80O, IF ANYTHING HAS EEEN OMITTED FORM THE MINUTES OR NOT
ACCURATELY REFORTED, THE MEMBER WHO NOTICES IT SHOULD CALL ATTENTION
TO IT AND SUGGEST A CORRECTION DURING THE FAUSE BEFORE THE FRESIDING
OFFICER ANNOUNCES THAT THE MINUTES ARE APFROVED. IF THERE ARE NO
OBJECTIONS TO THE CORRECTIONS, THE SECRETARY MAKES THE CHANGES. WHEN
THERE IS5 A DIFFERENCE OF OFINION AS TO WHAT SHOULD HAVE EREEN SAID, THE
CHAIR WILL ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO AMEND THE MINUTES. WHEN THE MOTION
TO CORRECT HAS BEEN TAKEN CARE OF, THE CHAIR SAYS, "ARE THERE ANY
FURTHER CORRECTIONS?" IF THERE IS5 NO RESFONSE, THE CHAIR SAYS, "THE
MINUTES STAND AFFROVED AS CORRECTED. "



T0.6ET THE FLOOR

WHEN ONE WISHES TO MAKE OR DISCUSE A MOTION OR TO ASKE A QUESTION
OR GIVE INFORMATION RELATED TO THE SUEBRJECT UNDER DISCUSSION, ONE
SHOULD GAIN THE ATTENTION OF THE CHAIR . OF COURSE, ONE SHOULD NEVER
TRY TO OETAIN THE FLOOR WHEN SOMEONE ELSE IS SFEAKING UNLESS THE
SFEAKER IS OUT OF ORDER OR THERE IS A REAL EMERGENCY.

IN LARGE GROUFS WHERE THE MEMEERS DO NOT ENOW EACH OTHER WELL,
THE FERSON WISHING TO OBTAIN THE FLOOR SHOULD GIVE THEIR NAME, 80 THE
CHAIR, THE SECRETARY AND THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE GROUF MAY EKNOW WHO
IS5 SFEAKING. THE CHAIR THEN REFEATS THE NAME. THIS RECOGNITION GIVES
FERMISSION SFEAK.

STEFS IN MAKING AND CARRYING A MOTION
1) THE MEMBER ADDRESSES THE CHAIR
2) THE CHAIR RECOGNIZES THE MEMBER
I)  THE MEMEBER MAKES THE MOTION

THE MEMEER OETAINS THE FLOOR AND SAYS, "I MOVE THAT______ "

MOTIONS SHOULD EBE MADE IN THE AFFIRMATIVE TO AVOID THE CONFUSION THAT
COMES FROM A NEGATIVE VOTE ON A NEGATIVE MOTION.

TO MAKE A MOTION IS EQUIVALENT TO SAYING, "I FROFOSE THAT" OR "I
THINE THAT WE SHOULD ". IT IS ASSUMED THAT THE FERSON WHO MAKES THE
MOTON IS IN FAVOR OF IT, 80 THEY ARE NOT ALLOWED TO SFEAE AGAINST IT
HOWEVER, SINCE DISCUSSION MAY CHANGE ONE'S MIND, THE MAKER OF A MOTION
MAY VOTE AGAINST IT.

4) THE MOTION IS SECONDED

ALL ORDINARY MOTIONS MUST EBE SECONDED. THIS IS TO FROVE THAT AT
LEAST TWO FERSONS DESIRE TO HAVE THIS SURJECT DISCUSSED. ORDINARILY
MOTIONS SHOULD EBE SECONDED FROMFTLY. THE FROFER FORM IS SIMFLY, "I
SECOND THE MOTION."

IF THERE IS NO SECOND THE CHAIR MAY SAY, "I5 THERE A SECOND?" IF
NO ONE EXCEFT THE MAKER OF THE MOTION THINKES THE SURJECT SHOULD BE
DISCUSSED AND THERE IS NO SECOND, THE CHAIR SAYS,"THE MOTION CANNOT RE
CONSIDERED", OR "THE MOTION IS LOST FOR WANT OF A SECOND."

) THE CHAIR CALLS FOR DISCUSSION
THIS STEF SHOULD NEVER BE OMITTED. EVERYONE SHOULD HAVE AN

OFFORTUNITY TO EXFRESS THEIR OFINION OR TO ASE GUESTIONS THAT MAY MAEKE
THE MOTION CLEAR.




6)  THE CHAIR FUTS THE MOTION;

WHEN EVERYONE WHO WISHES TO DO SO HAS SFOKEN OR WHEN THE CHAIR
THINKS THAT ALL SIDES OF THE QUESTION HAVE EEEN DISCUSSED, THE CHAIR
SAYS, ARE YOU READY FOR THE QUESTION?" IF NO ONE SFEAKS, THE CHAIR
FUTS THE MOTION. IT IS NOT CONSIDERED GOOD MANNERS TO SAY "QUESTION"
IN RESFONSE TO THE CHAIR. THE CHAIR SAYS, "ALL THOSE IN FAVOR OF THE
MOTION SAY "AYE'____ ALL OFFOSED SAY "NAY'. IF :;THE CHAIR DDES NOT

KNOW ON WHICH SIDE THE MAJORITY VOTED, THE CHAIR MAY CALL FOR A& VOTE
BY A CALL OF NAME.

7)  THE CHAIR ANNOUNCES THE RESULT

AFTER THE VOTE IS8 TAKEN THE CHAIR MUST ANNOUNCE THE RESULTS. THE
USUAL FORM IS, "THE AYES HAVE IT AND THE MOTION I5 CARRIED." OR "THE
NAYS HAVE IT, THE MOTION IS LOST."

SUERSIDIARY MOTIONS

SOMETIMES IN ORDER TO FROFERLY ATTEND TO A& MAIN MOTION IT IS
NECESARY TO MAKE A SUBSIDIARY OR SECONDARY MOTION. THESE MOTIONS
NATURALY MUST BE VOTED ON BEFORE THE MAIN MOTION CAN BE FURTHER
DISCUSSED. THE MOST COMMON MOTIONS OF THIS CLASS ARE TO AMEND, TO
REFER TO A COMMITTEE AND TO TAELE.

AMENDMENTS—- A MOTION MAY EBE AMENDED IN FOUR WAYS: (1) BY STRIKING
OuT, (2) BY ADDITION, (Z) BY STRIKING OUT AND ADDING, AND (4) BY
SUEBSTITUTION.

TO REFER TO A COMMITTEE- SOMETIMES A MOTION IS MADE WHICH HAS THE
GENERAL AFFROVAL OF THE GROUF, BUT WHICH NEEDS TO BE STUDIED MORE
CAREFULLY THAN IT CAN BE IN AN OFEN MEETING, OF FERHAFS ONE OR MORE
ITEMS OF INFORMATION ARE NEEDED BEFORE A FINAL DECISION CAN RE MADE.
IN THESE CASES THE MOTION MAY EBE REFERRED TO A COMMITTEE. IF THE
BUSINESS IS RELATED TO THE ACTIVITIES OF ANY STANDING COMMITTEE, IT
SHOULD EE GIVEN TO THAT COMMITTEE. IF A SFECIAL COMMITTEE SHOULD EE
AFFOINTED, THE MOTION SHOULD STATE HOW MANY MEMEBERS IT SHOULD HAVE AND
HOW IT SHOULD EBE AFFOINTED, AS "I MOVE THAT THE GQUESTION EE REFERRED
TO A COMMITTEE OF THREE TO BE AFFOINTED RBY THE CHAIR."

TO TABLE- SOMETIMES IT SEEMS WISE TO LAY ASIDE TEMFORARILY SOME
ITEM OF BUSINESS THAT IS BEFORE THE GROUF. THE CORRECT FORM 19, "I
MOVE THE THE QUESTION BE LAID ON THE TAELE" OR SIMFLY, "I MOVE TO
TABLE". THIS MOTION MUST BE SECONDED. IT MAY NOT ERE DEBATED OR
AMENDED. THE CHAIR MUST FUT THE MOTION AS SOON AS IT IS SECONDED.

AT ANY TIME DURING THE SESSION AT WHICH A& QUESTION WAS TAELED OR
DURING THE FOLLOWING SESSION, THE MOTION TO TAKE IT FROM THE TABLE MAY
BE MADE. THIS MOTION MAY BE CARRIED BY THE VOTES OF ONE-THIRD FLUS
ONE. THIS IS IN ACCORD WITH THE FRINCIFLE THAT A TWO-THIRDS VOTE 1S
REQUIRED TO SUSFEND RULES OR TO LIMIT THE FREEDOM OF THE MINORITY.




INCIDENTAL MOTIONS

SOME MOTIONS ARE INCIDENTAL TO THE BUSINESS BEING TRANSACTED.
THEY ARE IN ORDER WHENEVER THEY ARE NEEDED. THE ONES MOST COMMONLY
USED ARE TO ADJOURN AND TO RESCIND AN ACTION FREVIOUSLY
TAEEN.

TO ADJOURN- THE CORRECT FOR I8, "I MOVE TO ADJOURN" OR "I MOVE
THAT WE ADJOURN™. IT IS DISCOURTEQOUS TO BEGIN TALKING OR TO BEGIN TO
LEAVE UNTIL THE CHAIR HAS DECLAIRED THE MEETING ADJOURNED.

IF THERE IS A STATED TIME FOR ADJOURNMENT, THE CHAIR MAY SAY,"
THE TIME FOR ADJOURNMENT HAS ARRIVED. THE MEETING IS ADJQURNED. "

TO RESCIND- ANY ACTION TAKEN BY AN ORGANIZATION MAY BE RESCINDED
AT ANY TIME FROVIDED NOTHING HAS BEEN DONE ABOUT IT THAT CANNOT EE
UNDONE. IF A RILL HAS BEEN FAID OR A CONTRACT MADE, OR IF THE FERSON
INVOLVED IN THE ACTION HAS BEEN INFORMED OF IT, THE MOTION CANNQOT EBE
RESCINDED. THE MOTION REGUIRES A TWO-THIRDS VOTE.

COMMITTEE REFORTS

IT SAVES TIME AND CONFUSION FOR THE CHAIR OF THE COMMITTEE TO
MOVE ACCEFTION OR ADOFTION OF THEIR COMMITTEE REFORT. THE MEMEBERS OF
THE COMMITTEE ENOW MOST ABOUT THE SURJECT AND THEY SHOULD STAND EEHIND
THE REFORT. THEREQFET SHOULD TELL WHAT THE COMMITTEE HAS DONE AND
PERHAFE BIVE THE DEINION OF THESCOMMITTEE OGN CERTAIN SURBRJECTS. 'THE
ORGANIZATION MAY ACCEFT THE REFORT A% SATISFACTORY, OR MAY REFER THE
MATTER BACE TO THE COMMITTEE, OR IT MAY TAKE NO ACTION AT ALL. IT
SEEMS MORE COURTEDUS AND FINISHED TO ACCEFT THE REFORT, THUS
RECOGNIZING fiﬁ OBLIGATION TO THE COMMITTEE.

THE COMMITTEE MAY MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO THE ACTION TO EE
TAKEN ON THE SUBJECT OR IT MAY RECOMMEND RESOLUTIONS TO CARRY ITS
SUGGESTIONS INTO EFFECT. THOSE MAKING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OR
RESOLUTIOS SHOULD REALIZE THAT THEY ARE OBLIGATING THEMSELVES TO CARRY
THEM OUT.

10/12/B3

The vepew*\-’

i kg R
Y o, O ANV S.AFHIP 2

et




DECISIONS MADE AT CONSUMER CONSULTATION COMMITTEE MEETING

July 18-20, 1983

1. Mr. Arrell asked Committee members to talk with their
respective consumer groups to determine their suggestions
for program and activities the Commission should concentrate
on between now and the year 2000 and, more specifically,
for the 1986-87 legislative session. He asked members to
share this information with TRC staff by January, 19084.

2. Bylaws were amended to include reimbursement of attendant
fees as well as reimbursement of official business phone
calls.

3. Mr. Frieden recommended that a series of ad hoc planning

meetings be held to make recommendations to the Commissioner
regarding various concerns in implementing services to the
handicapped.

4. Members were requested to notify Kaye Beneke or Lex Frieden
of any suggestions or recommendation for changes in sub-
committee assignments and/or subcommittee goals.

5. Committee members were requested to give Kaye Beneke recom-
mendations to fill the vacancies of eight Committee members'
whose _terms of service are expirinﬁ(January, 1984.
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CONSUMER CONSULTATION COMMITTEE
MEETING

JULY 18 - 20, 1983

MINUTES

The Consumer Consultation Committee for the Texas Rehabilitation Commission met
in conjunction with the Texas Rehabilitation Association annual conference at 2:00 PM
in Houston, Texas, at the Hilton Southwest.

Chairman Lex Frieden called the meeting to order and welcomed the Committee
members to Houston and to TRA.

Roll was called and those in attendance were:

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Lex Frieden, Chairman
Bobby Simpson, Vice Chairman
Kaye Beneke, Staff Coordinator

Janie Farris . Jane Woolsey
Judge Bob Thomas Tom Morrison
J. A. Abernathy Ray Dabney
Wyatt Hall _ Trudy Putteet
Don Culwell

TRC STAFF MEMBERS: Vernon ‘M. Arrell Wally Neilson
Doyle Wheeler Barbara Alvarez
John Fenoglio Chris Burroughs
Ray Vaughn Roger Levy
John Wylie Robbie Davis
Kelly Caudell Ted Thayer
Lisa Webb Bill Glenn

Joellen Simmons

Mr. Frieden informed the Committee that Vice Chairman Bobby Simpson had recently
been appointed Chairperson of the Governor's Committee for Disabled Persons. The
original title of this committee was the Governor's Committee on Employment of the
‘Handicapped and was recently renamed by Governor Mark White.

- Mr. Frieden moved to approve the minutes from the last Committee meeting held

January 31 - February [, 1983. Motion was seconded by Trudy Putteet and the
motion carried.

Ms. Kaye Beneke, TRC Staff Coordinator, stated that the resolution honoring
Consumer Committee member Becky Brandon for her volunteer work with the
Developmental Disabilities Council would be presented to Mrs. Brandon at the next
Committee meeting due to her absence at this ‘meeting.



COMMISSIONER'S COMMENTS - VERNON M. ARRELL

Mr. Arrell welcomed the Consumer Consultation Committee and thanked them for
their efforts and participation in assisting TRC during the last legislative session.
Because of these efforts, the FY [984 state appropriation for vocational rehabilitation
represents a 40-43% increase over FY 1983 and the FY 1985 state appropriation
represents a 70-71% increase over FY 1983, One of the main reasons for these
increases is the persistent, positive attitude taken by consumer groups and advocates
in talking to the legislators. Mr. Arreil urged the Committee members to start
planning their meetings and strategy with the legislature early — preferably at this
time. He further stated that in the next two years before the legislature meets, we
will be contacting legislators and informing them of the needs, goals, and
achievements of the Commission.

By the year 2000, we will be an information society, no longer industrial. The
Commission needs to plan for this future -- how we can help the handicapped to fit
into a high technology society and how we can train our staff to be better qualified
to help the handicapped in the high tech age. Mr. Arrell asked Committee members
to talk with their respective consumer groups to determine their suggestions for
programs and activities the Commission should concentrate on between now and the
year 2000 and, more specifically for the [986-87 legislative session. He asked
members to share this information with TRC staff by January, 1984, when the
Commission staff will be talking with the Legislative Budget Board regarding next
year's budget. Also requested from the consumer groups was an outline of the
desired achievements and budget plans for TRC through the next legislative session in
two years. As soon as this information is received in January, Commission staff will
work with legislators to achieve these goals.

Mr. Arrell again urged Committee members to contact legislators personally and
explain the services of the Commission as well as the goals and achievements.
Before the legislative session convenes is the appropriate and most advantageous time
to advocate for TRC and vocational rehabilitation,

Mr. Frieden reported on the Governor's Committee on Long-Range Planning. Mr.
Justin Dart was appointed chairman of this committee by Governor Bill Clements and
the committee has been terminated by Governor Mark White. Before disbanding, the
committee drafted a policy statement which will be presented to the Governor with
recommendations for implementation. Ms. Pat Otis of the Governor's Budget and
Planning Office is in the process of appointing a [2 to 16 member Human Services
- Council fo advise state agencies on priorities. The efforts of the Long-Range
Planning Committee will continue, it is hoped, through the newly developed Human
Services Council. It is also anticipated that the Human Services Council will keep
the lines of communication open to insure better services to handicapped people.

Mr. Arrell explained Senate Bill 33 and how it has changed our philosophy and basic
act of rehabilitation. The Commission has become a state program supported by the
federal government. In 1984, the Commission will be a 38% state-matched program,
42% in 1985, and by 2000, it is anticipated that the Commission can be an 80%
state-funded program. '

Mr. Arrell stated that a bill passed the legislature last session setting up the
licensing of occupational therapists through the Texas Rehabilitation Commission. The
Commission has been working with the Texas Occupational Therapist Association
(TOTA) to set up the administration under TRC. We are presently waiting for the
Governor's Office to set up a six member policy-making board for the occupational




therapist program to be effective September |, 1983, The Commission will
administer the policies established by the board. It is to be a totally self-supporting
agency supported by fees. There are no appropriations for the program which has
caused some difficulties, i.e., money can't be collected until the program is
established, but the program can't be established until money is collected. TRC is
working closely with the Governor's office and TOTA on this problem.

PROGRAM SERVICES REVIEW - Doyle Wheeler

Mr. Frieden introduced Doyle Wheeler, Deputy Commissioner for Programs, who
presented the Vocational Rehabilitation Program in three parts:

+ Hearing Impaired Program - Kelly Caudell

Mr. Caudell, Program Specialist, gave an overview of the Hearing Impaired Program
stating that during the current fiscal year through June, 1983, the Commission has
served 3,575 hearing impaired clients with three-fourths of those clients being
classified as having a severe or catastrophic vocational handicap. Through June,
1983, 743 hearing impaired clients have been rehdbilitated. He stated that the
speech impaired client service statistics indicate that they might be a neglected
population with only 329 served and 85 now employed.

One of the encouraging factors in our service delivery system for communication
impaired is that we are providing more opportunities for training. Based on current
deaf education school populations, we are expecting a 20-30% increase in post-
secondary enrollments during 1983-85. Community colleges and vocational training
schools are enrolling more deaf clients who are able to mainstream in these programs
with interpreters or Vocational Communication Specialist (VCS) staff to facilitate
communication.

Other efforts directed toward helping the hearing impaired are that we now have 50
TTY units in our VR field offices and 3 units in our Disability Determination
Division. An attempt made through the legislature to provide TTY to all deaf
citizens was unsuccessful.

We have also conducted statewide surveys of sign language in our field offices and
facilities and identified areas where we need to give priority. Another emphasis we
are making is to upgrade our vocational evaluations of deaf clients as well as
psychological evaluations. The Commission is also putting emphasis on providing more
training for counselors working with the deaf through sign language and/or special
service needs of the deaf population.

Another area of concern involves those clients living in rural areas. We hope to set

up an advocacy outreach program to identify and meet the needs of the rural deaf
client.

Some of the most critical unmet needs of the deaf include:

|.  Transitional halfway houses for the deaf.

2. Mental health services.

3. Community Service Centers in San Antonio and Houston (with vocational
type services available,

A

. Assistance with upward mobility and lateral movement in the vocational
arena.



Our country is moving from an industrial to an information based society. Our
growing need for information access will have a significant impact on clients who
have problems with communication and the acquisition of knowledge. Although our
clients stand to gain many benefits from new technology, the demands for successful
interaction in our complex society are growing faster than the technology available to
reduce the communication problems.

+ Rehabilitation Technology - Roger Levy

The program was originally named IMPART and housed in San Antonio. When the
program was moved to Austin, it was decided to change the name to Rehabilitation
Technology fo more easily clarify its purpose. Because of a federal grant, the
original IMPART program was able to achieve it's present success. The present
program has only two employees, Roger Levy, Director, and Lydia Arguello,
Secretary, and a considerable amount of equipment designed to assist handicapped
persons in their daily living, i.e., wheelchairs, special forks for eating, synthetic voice
aids, environmental control systems, self-feeders with chin control, rocker arm
levelers, etc.

The Rehabilitation Technology Program is working with Abledata of the National
Institute for Handicap Research in association with Catholic University to obtain
information from their computer data base in Washington, D. C., on the types of new
and innovative equipment available to handicapped individuals. The program is also
working with physical, occupational, and speech therapists on equipment, etc., that
are needed and useful for the handicapped. Efforts are also being made to insure
that equipment developed for the handicapped is not reinvented by our program.
Equipment may be loaned to a client or non-client of TRC on a trial basis to insure
its adequacy and efficiency. Due to lack of adequate funding, the program has had
to be selective in the purchasing of equipment, and at times, some manufacturers will
loan equipment to our clients on a frial basis.

Independent Living Program - Ted Thayer

Mr. Thayer explained the reallocation of funds for independent living stating that the
Commission has received a state appropriation of $642,820 for FY 1984 and
51,145,620 for FY 1985. With this state appropriation and the allocation of federal
funds for independent living, it will give the Commission $400,000 additional monies
to expend among the five independent living centers during FY [984. [t is necessary
that the Commission determine how best to budget and expend these additional
federal funds which may or may not be available in FY 1985. Numerous options
were discussed with the Committee and a meeting of TRC staff, members of the
Subcommittee on Independent Living, and the directors of the five Independent Living
Centers will meet at 10:00 AM on August 3, 1983, in the Austin Central Office to
decide how best to spend these funds.

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES COUNCIL GRANTS - Joellen Simmons

Mrs. Simmons gave an overview of the Developmental Disabilities Program since its
inception in 1970. She stated that the name of the program has recently been
changed by House Bill 1985 from Governor's Planning Council for Developmental
Disabilities to the Texas Planning Council for Developmental Disabilities.
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[t was explained that the Developmental Disabilities Program helps individuals with
mental or physical impairments which occurred prior to age 22 and are likely to
continue indefinitely. The individuals are limited in at least three of the following
areas: self-care, language, learning, mobility, self-direction, economics, independent
living, and seif-sufficiency. The program is designed to meet the needs of the
developmentally disabled in Texas through the awarding of grants to organizations and
centers. With a budget of a little over $2,000,000, 65% is given in grant awards. In
the future, the Developmental Disabilities Program will be working with TRC staff on
a demographic study of the developmentally disabled population in Texas.

Mrs. Simmons introduced five of the Program's staff members and each gave a brief
outline of their duties:

. Robbieé Davis, Research and Planning

Works with the three committees of the Planning Council (Advocacy and
Public Information; Planning; and Monitoring and Evaluation Committee) in
coordinating and preparing the state plan.

Lisa Webb, Grant Specialist

Monitors and/or reviews Developmental Disabilities grant projects, works
closely with the Monitoring and Evaluation Committee of the Council, and
coordinates and monitors with other agencies the programmatic aspects of
the program. '

. Wally Nielson, Grants Manager

Is responsible for the management of the grants process for the Council and
serves as liaison between the program and the administering agency.
Provides technical assistance for the implementation of the grant process.

. Barbara Alvarez, Governmental Affairs Specialist

Works as a legislative liaison with the state and federal legislatures. Also
communicates with the Developmental Disabilities Council in Washington,
D. C., through an electronic newsletter to keep abreast of all issues
pertinent to the program.

. Chris_Burroughs, Public Information Specialist

Writes and publishes the newsletter and carries out a public information
program for the Developmental Disabilities Council.

WHEELCHAIR MAINTENANCE PROGRAM - John Fenoglio

Mr. Fenoglio, Assistant Deputy Commissioner for Administrative Services, explained
the wheelchair maintenance program and audio-visual presentation that has been
developed through coordination with the University of Texas. This program is
designed to assist with wheelchair maintenance and to possibly extend the life of the
equipment. The training materials and A-V presentation are useful for new
wheelchair users as well as those already familiar with wheelchair maintenance and
upkeep. The training materials and six A-V presentations are available on loan
through the Commission or may be purchased through the University of Texas.
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The first A-V presentation, "A Stitch in Time," was shown to the Committee.

OTHER BUSINESS

Mr. Frieden reviewed the program agenda for the next day with the Committee

»

members and invited them to a reception at 8:00 PM that evening as well as a tour-

of Texas Institute for Rehabilitation and Research (TIRR) on Tuesday afterncon. The
meeting was adjourned until the following day at 9:00 AM.

Wednesday, July 20, 1983

The meeting reconvened at 9:00 AM with Lex Frieden, Chairman, calling the meeting
to order and welcoming members.

COMMITTEE EXPENSE RECORD - TRC-715

Mr. Frieden introduced Shirley Edwards, Supervisor of Operating Expense from the
Austin Central Office, who explained to the Committee members the new form TRC-
715 which they will use for reporting their expenses for attending Consumer
Committee meetings.

Ms. Edwards explained that it is imperative that each Committee member complete
the new form TRC-715 themselves, sign the form, and sign the purchase voucher.
This may be done before returning home after a meeting or can be mailed to Staff
Coordinator Kaye Beneke. Receipts are required for the following items and should
be attached to the TRC-715:

Actual lodging
Airfare ticket or
Bus, train ticket

Attendant fees will remain at $50 a day and will not require a receipt.

The lodging fee is fo be actual room cost and room tax only. Other charges on the
hotel/motel bill such as phone calls should be deleted from the total amount of the
bill and placed under "Other Travel Expenses" on the TRC-715. It should be clarified
on the TRC-715 that these phone calls are for official Committee business only.

[f an error is found after the TRC-7!5 is completed, the changes in qmoun‘Ts and
totals must be initialed by the Committee member.

Committee members will be receiving an IRS form 1099 for income tax reporting
purposes af the end of each calendar year if their consultative fees only are $600 or
higher for one calendar year. Previously lodging, travel, etc., was included on the
1099.

Attached for the Committee members convenience is a completed sample copy of the
TRC-715.




REVISION OF BYLAWS

Mr. Frieden informed the Committee that a revision to the Bylaws of the Consumer
Consultation Committee would be needed to reflect the reimbursement procedure.
Motion was made and seconded that the Bylaws be amended.

Considerable discussion followed regarding the necessity of adding to the amended
Bylaws a statement about the reimbursement of attendant fees by some Committee
members. Also discussed the reimbursement of phone calls. Motion carried as
follows:

Article Il Ny

Section 10: The members of the committee shall be paid a
consultation fee for meetings attended. Members are entitled to
reimbursement for actual expenses incurred in performing their duties,
including travel, meals, lodging and telephone long-distance charges
*relating specifically to the business of the committee. Members of
the committee who are disabled and who because of their disability
require special aids or travel companions are entitled to reimbursement
for their costs.

AD HOC PLANNING COMMITTEE

Mr. Jim Abernathy reiterated the charges made to the Committee members by
Commissioner Arrell during the previous session. Through discussion with other
Committee members various concerns were voiced regarding implementing services at
an earlier age, work with community centers, local mental health problems and
facilities, more individualized disability categories, etc.

Mr. Frieden recommended that these issues be addressed at the next Consumer
Committee meeting and that a series of ad hoc planning meetings be held to discuss
these and other issues, report back to the full Consumer Committee, and make
written recommendations to the Commissioner. Mr. Frieden is to coordinate these
meetings with Bobby Simpson, Vice Chairman, and Kaye Beneke. Those suggested for
appointment to the ad hoc planning committee were Jim Abernathy, Trudy Putteet,
Janie Farris, and Bobby Simpson.

INDEPENDENT LIVING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING - August 3, 1983

Discussion was held regarding the upcoming subcommittee meeting. The Commitiee
was informed that the Independent Living Subcommittee as well as directors of the
five independent living centers and TRC staff will be meeting to discuss utilization of
state general revenue funds recently appropriated by the legislature for independent
living purposes. Utilization of these funds will be considered within the context of
federal funds also available to the Commission during FY 1984.

* Revision

/]



SUBCOMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

Mr. Frieden informed the Committee that some subcommittee members had requested
a change in .assignment. Members were requested to notify Kaye Beneke or Lex
Frieden if they had any suggestions or recommendations for subcommittee
assignments. Members were also asked to give recommendations or suggestions for
changes in goals of subcommittees. These will be discussed ‘with Commissioner Arrell
for final approval. It may not be possible to implement these changes by the date of
the next meeting, but it is hoped to be in effect by January, 1984,

OTHER BUSINESS

Ms. Kaye Beneke stated that eight Consumer Committee members' terms of service
were expiring in January, 1984, and she requested recommendations to fill those
vacancies. B :

Mr. Wyatt Hall expressed his views and desires for the Consumer Consultation
Committee and the Texas Rehabilitation Commission. He stressed a real need for an
open honest discussion of the day-to-day operational problems of the Commission, not
with the idea of causing disharmony but to aid in the operation of the agency. He
also stated the need for less orientation at meetings and possibly no agenda at all,
but an open meeting with the Commissioner and the Deputy Commissioners in
attendance. ' )

Ms. Beneke stated that these suggestions would be taken into consideration and
possibly the next Consumer Committee meeting in October could be set up with an
open agenda. '

It was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned. The motion was carried
and the meeting was adjourned. '
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L PRM._Removed_as a personal record misfile

RESTRICTION CODES

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

(b)(1) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]
(b)(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an
agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

(b)(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3). of the FOIA]

(b)(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confdentml or financial
information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

(b)(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

(b)(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

(b)(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]

(b)(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
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. .SAMPLE _ . : _ ' i SAMPLE
-~ TEXAS REHABILITATION COMMISSION . ,

. CONSULTATION COMMITTEE
"~ EXPENSE RECORD -

' Nafne:‘ ‘ : o Mailing Address (inciude Zip Cods )¢
. John Doe , i 1522 West Blvd., Ft. Worth,TX 78345

Social Secu'rii Number: Title or Agency:

Center for Handicapped Citizens
Purpose of Travel:

o attend Consumer Consultation Commlttee meetlng in Austln, Texas

_-_Home City _ Departed . Arrived
Ft. Worth, Texas Tme: ) pw D3 19 g. | Tme:, . Date T
L . SR ~ 80.00
Airfare (Coach) Round Trip (aresch recsioes) ‘ . $
Parsonal Aircraft,. miles, twin engine . .40/hwy. mile '
single engine  .30/hwy. mile
-Other Transportation (Bus, Railroad; artach recaipes )
‘Car Miledge 22 @ .23/mile L | 5,06
- ~Taxi or Limousins _ .
. ' Texas Rehab. Commission : :
From _A;j;st_'in ajrport’ _ Toll8 ‘E. Riverside Dr., . . 7.00
Riverside Inn Hotel : :
ﬁnnjllﬂ_ﬂi_xlxgzslde Dr. . To 343 Riverside Dr, 2.00
Hnn|jAj_B;xgn§1de Dr ' " To 1L§VE, Riverside Dr. . 2.00
ﬁon;léﬁ_j;_ﬂixggglde Dr. To _Austin Airport ' _ 7.00
Parking Fees ‘ . . 12.50
: Dallas-Ft. Worth Airport parking ' ' :
Lodging: -
Actual -Lodging (atrch racsioes) ‘ "+ 105.50
. Meals - | - -%Q%
Consultation Fes 2 days S . 200.00
Other Travel Expenses (Itemize - Attendant, Registration Fes; attach recaipes )
Attendant fee for 2 days ' » 150.00
, - 4 phone calls - official business régarding,ConSumer' ‘ 5.40
Committee matters
577.46 qﬁ'

TOTAL EXPENSES § _Srocth=

- | certify that the information, given above is true and Eorrect.
Signature: %3.4, .

'D;té: é—aa —-g

& ' ~ Bush Library Photocopy




P BYLAWS

TEXAS REHABILITATION COMMISSION
CONSUMER CONSULTATION COMMITTEE

Article I: Name and Purpose

Section 1: Name
The name of this organization shall be "Texas Rehabilitation Commis-

sion Consumer Consultation Committee", hereafter called "the Committee".

Section 2: Purpose

The Texas Rehabilitation Commission desires to have the views of
individuals who are:

1. Recipients of rehabilitation services, or as appropriate, their

parents, guardians, or other representatives;

2. Providers of rehabilitation services; and

3. Others active in the field of rehabilitation.

The purpose of this Committee is to provide a means to insure that
interested citizens, particularly the direct beneficiaries of the Texas Rehabili-
tation Commission programs, have a meaningful voice in determining the way in
which the rehabilitation program is structured and administered. It is the intent
of the Commission to give the people for whom the rehabilitation program is
designed full opportunity to participate in policy formulation and initial planning
to assure that its programs are relevant to their needs and responsive to their
priorities.

The following advantages are expected from involvement of clients,
providers, and others in policy formulation and administration:

1. Increased awareness of client needs;



-2-

Realistic insights és to how various aspects of the State reha-
bilitation program are functioning and how they might be improved;
Establishment of an effective working relationship between the
Commission and clients, providers and other individuals, and
organizations active in rehabilitation in the State;

Better information sharing and clearer understanding of the Com-
mission's mission, goals, and objectives;

Increased. and more effective advocacy for the Commission's
programs and its program needs; and

Establishment of a mechanism to permit continuous external feed-
back from all segments of the population on current and proposed

operations and plans.

Article II: Function

The Committee shall advise the Commissioner in the following areas

of program development and administration:

1.

Program evaluation to identify strengths in service that warrant
further emphasis, needs for additional services, and general and
specific effectiveness and efficiency of operations fncluding the
formulation of methods and techniques for improving the delivery
of rehabilitation services.

Program planning and program development--the planning of future
programs and the expansion of current programs to fill needs.in
service or to improve the effectiveness of the program or programs.
Assistance in deve]oping legislative proposals for submittal to

the Texas Legislature, both in their preparation and follow through

in hearings before the State Legislative Committees.
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Assessment of the physical accessibility to handicapped persons
of all offices and facilities operated, supported, or used by the
Commission, and, as required, formulating plans for making them
accessible or more accessible.

Assistance in studies and surveys conducted by the Commission or
its district and local offices; i.e., data gathering, client
sampling, and follow-up.

Interpretation of the Commission's policies and program services
to their constituencies and to the public at Targe.

Assistance in the Commission's in-service training and staff
development programs to aid staff (a) in achieving greater under-
standing of client préb]ems and attitudes, and provider problems;
and (b) in maintaining an effective working relationship with
organizations representing clients, providers, and other people
engaged in rehabilitation.

Assistance to the Commission's efforts to continue in the imple-
mentation of the objectives of the 1977 White House Conference

on Handicapped Individuals; namely, (a) stimulation of local,
state, and national assessment of the problems and potential of
persons with physical or mental handicaps; (b) generate local,
state, and national awareness of these problems; and (c) develop-
ment of recommendations for state and national legislative and |
administrative actions to allow individuals with handicaps to live
their lives independently with dignity and with integration into
community life.

Assistance to the Commission in tapping and securing full utiliza-

tion of the resources of other public agencies and of private
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Section 2:
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agencies in meeting the needs of handicapped people, particularly
severely disabled individuals whose economic, adjustment, medical,
housing, and other needs may be the responsibility of these other
agencies.

10. Assistance to the Commission in implementing the 1974 and 1978
Amendments to the Rehabilitation Act, requiring that the State
agency and facilities in receipt of assistance under Title I of
the Rehabilitation Act "shall take affirmative action to employ
and advance in employment qualified handicapped indivfdua]s covered
under, and on the same terms and conditions as set forth in Sec-
tion 503".

11. Assistance in the establishment of specialized facilities and
programs to be operated by consumer and other groups through fund-
ing by the Commission, to meet special needs of the severely
disabled applicant or client such as peer counseling, centers for
independent 1iving, halfway houses and other transitional 1iving
arrangements, transportation and postemployment services.

12. Proposing research to deal with unresolved problems in rehabili-
tation, and to help assess research proposals in terms of their
applicability to the -needs and priorities of a particular group

of handicapped persons or to handicapped people in general.
Article III: Members

Each member of the Committee shall be a person selected because of
his/her individual ability to offer sound advice in the areas for
which the Committee is charged and who has demonstrated an active and

constructive interest in disabled persons.

The membership shall consist of clients (or former clients), providers




Section

Section 4:

Section

Section

Section

Section

Section

-5-

of services, and others interested in rehébi]itation: ‘At least one-
half of the members shall be handicapped individuals or former clients;
the remainder shall include providers of services, fami]y members ofA
clients who cannot represent themselves, and othérs intereéted in
rehabilitation.

Members of the Committee shall be appointed by the Commissioner with -
knowledge of such appointmentsmbeing made. known to the Board of the
}Texas Rehabilitation Commission. Those éppointed shall be persons
whose vision and interest will enable them to make a significant

contribution to the administration of the rehabilitation program.

The number of-memberé shall be no less than twelve (12) persons and

no more than twenty-six (26)>persons, excluding ex-officio members.
The term of membership shall be for three (3) years beginning with
the effective date of the appointment. However, when the initial
appoiﬁtménté are made, one;third of ﬁhejmembers shall be‘abpointed ,
for three (3) years, one-third for twd (2) years, and one-third for
one (1) yeéf. : ‘
Committee hembers with two (2) consecutive unexplained absences shall -
be-édnsidered as automatically resigned from the Committee. |

In case of a vacancy created by death or resignation of a member, the
Comm{SSTOner'may appoiﬁt an jndi?idua] to serve the,unexpired portion
of the term. |

A member may servé for two (2) consecutive terms by reappointment

at the-end of the term, but the Commissioner may waivé this stipu]a--
tion and keappoint a member for a third consecutive three (3) year

term.

‘The Commissioner and Deputy Commissioners of the Texas Rehabilitation

Commission -shall be ex-officio members of the Committee. Ex-officio




Section 10:

Section 1:

Section 2:

Section 1:

-6-

members shall be exempt from tenure and shall not have a vote.

The members of the committee shall be paid a consultation fee for
meetings attended. Members ére entitled to a reimbursement for actual
expenses incurred in. performing their duties, including travel, méa]s,
lodging and telephone long-distance charges related specifically to
the business of the committee. Members of the committee who are
disabled and who, because of their dfsabi1ity, require special aids

or travel companions are entitled to reimbursement for those costs.
Article IV: Officers

The Committee shall have a Chairman and a Vice-Chairman appointed

by the Commissianer for one (1) year. If either officer is reap-
pointed, he/she would be eligible to serve another térm of office
but not to exceed three consecutive terms. The Vice-Chairman serves
as Chairman when the Chairman is absent. The Commissioner shall fill
vécancies when they occur.

The Commissioner appoints a staff person as Coordinator to the Com-
miétee-to be responsible for planning meetings, preparing and distrib-
uting agenda, maintaining records, reporting to various -Committee
members concerning items of interest to -the members and maintaining
liaison between the Commissioner, the Committee, and various inter-
ested divisions of the Commission. Appropriate technical assistance
to the Committee shall be made available to the Committee from the

staff of the Commission.
Article V: Meetings

The Committee shall meet at least once during each calendar year as
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a minimum and preferably meet once during each quarter of the caléndar
year, providing the necessity for a quarterly meeting exists, and shall
meet at such other times as is deemed necessary by the Commissioner.

Section 2: The Chairman shall confer with the Commissioner concerning the'
agenda and proceedings of the meetings of the Committee.

Section 3: A quorum for the transaction of business at any meeting of the
Committee shall be a majority plus one\of the éitting Committee
members. The act of a majority of the Committee members present
shall be the act of the Committee.

Section 4: Robert's Rules of Order shall be the authority on parliamentary

procedure ‘at all meetings.
+Article VI: Subcommittees

Section 1: There shall be four (4) standing subcommittees: Executive Sub-
committee, Vocational Rehabilitation Subcommittee, Independenf
Living Subcommittee, and Extended Rehabilitation Services and
Facilities Subcommittée. The Chairman, with approval of the
Commissioner, may appoint other standing subcommittees or ad hoc
subcommittees without further amendment to the By1aws by record-
ing such appointment in the official minutes of the Committee,
which minutes shall state the charge, purpose and scope of the
standing or ad hoc subcommittees.

A. Executive Subcommittee - shall be responsible for such house-
keeping chores as shall become necessary to keep the committee
running smoothly and efficiently, and shall consist of Chair-
man, Vice Chairman and Staff Coordinator.

B. Vocational Rehabilitation Subcommittee - shall advise the

Committee on the development and effectiveness of vocational
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rehabilitation services and programs; review and comment on

new and innovative VR programs; review and comment on state

and federal legislation impacting on VR services and programs ;
advise the Committee on program emphasis and client needs

and services; and to advise the Committee on any other matters
deemed éppropriate by the Committee or Commissioner.

Independent Living Subcohmittee - shall advise the Committee

on the establishment and development of independent living ser-
vices in Texas; review and comment on all grant aph]ications

to be submitted by TRC for federal or state funds to be utilized
for the development of independent 1living services; review and
comment on federal and state Tegislation which may impact on

the development of independent living services; review and
comment on proposals submitted by TRC by potential subcontractors
for grant funds for 1ndepéndent 1iving services; to advise TRC
on the development of criteria for the evaluation and selection
of subcontractors for grant funds for independent 1iving services;
and to advise the Committee on any other matters deemed appropri-
ate or necessary by the Committee or Commissioner.

Extended Rehabilitation Services and Facilities Subcommittee -
shall review and recommend changes needed to make the state law
establishing the extended rehabilitation services program more
effective; study the re]atiohship of the traditional vocational
rehabilitation program, the independent 1iving program, and

the extended fehabi]itation services program, and make recommen:
dations for improvements in the interrelationship of the programs
to better serve the handicapped; advise the Committee on extended

rehabilitation services program emphasis and client needs and

services; advise the Committee on the establishment of fees for
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facility services; review and comment on problem areas and
possible solutions in the area of facilities and TRC; promote
standafdization of data collection and reporting systems in
regards to facility costs, trends, program needs, cost effective-
ness and rehabilitation results; review and comment on the "State
Plan for Rehabilitation Facilities;" review, comment on and
recommend revisions in the "Standards for Rehabilitation Facili-
ties;" and provide advice on facility programs as deemedAappro-

priate by.the Committee and Commissioner.

Article VII: Amendments

Amendments to the Bylaws may be made by a majority vote of the sitting Committee

i members and the approval of the Commissioner.

July 1983




GENERAL CONCERNS OF THE CONSUMER CONSULTATION COMMITTEE

1. From your viewpoint as Commissioner, what is our function? What are we supposed
to be doing? How are we supposed to be doing it?

2. What kind of input do you want from us? Program matters? Policy matters?
Problems and/or needs of specific facilities, disability groups, etc.?
What kinds of issues are we supposed to focus on?

3. How are we supposed to function within our communities?

4. How involved do you want us to be with TRC offices and employees in our hometowns
and surrounding areas?

5. How are we supposed to relay our ideas, concerns, etc. to you? (There was some
concern voiced at the last meeting about how information was shared with you
and other administrators who are not in attendance at the CCC meetings.)

6. What is the purpose of the subcommittees? (The general feeling seems to be
that, except for the Independent Living Subcommittee, the subcommittees have
nothing to '"'get their teeth into'. They aren't sure what they're supposed to
be working on.) NOTE: As you and I have discussed, John Wylie and I have
some ideas for restructuring the subcommittees--for one thing, possibly having
them focus on specific issues that might change according to Commission need.

7. How can we bLe more effective than we have been in the past?
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TEXAS REHABILITATION COMMISSION
Timetable for Preparation of Legislative Appropriation Request (LAR)
For 1986-1987 Biennium

COMPLETION
ACTIVITY : . RESPONSIBLE PARTIES ' DATE

1. Appointment of Budget Committee Commissioner 10-17-83

2. Determination of recommended
guidelines to be used for
preparation of LAR Budget Committee 11-30-83

3. Presentation of recommended
guidelines to Commissioner Budget Committee 12-7-83

4. Approval of guidelines
developed by Budget Committee Commissioner 12-14-83

5. Determination of amount of
estimated needs and amount
of General Revenue requirements
for 1986-1987, based on
approved guidelines Budget Office 1-18-84

6. Presentation of approved
guidelines and estimate of
amount of needs and
General Revenue requirements
to Consumer Consultation
Committee Controller/Budget Officer 2-17-84

7. Presentation of approved guidelines
and estimate of amount of needs
and General Revenue requirements
- to TRC Board - Controller/Budget Officer 2-24-84

8. Issuance of instructions for Legislative and Governor's
' preparation of LAR Budget Offices 3-15-84

9. Presentation of instructions for
development of 1986 and 1987
needs to Program and Activity
Managers Budget Office 3-30-84
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TEXAS REHABILITATION COMMISSION

Timetable for Preparation of Legislative Appropriation Request
For 1986-1987 Biennium .

ACTIVITY

10,
11.
12.

13.
14,
15.
16.

17.

18.

Completion and review of
Activity Decision Packages

Completion and review of
Program Decision Packages

Completion and review of
Agency Decision Package

Submission of completed .
Administrator's Statement
to Budget Office

Submission of completed
Commission Chairman's
‘Statement to Budget Office

Completion of method of

financing information and
summary and supporting
schedules

Final review of comp]etéd
LAR

Submission of LAR to
TRC Print Shop

Submissibn of LAR to .
Legislative and Governor's
Budget Offices

RESPONSIBLE PARTIES

Activity Managers and

Budget Office

Program Managers and
Budget Office

Commissioner and
Budget Office

Commissioner

TRC Board Chairman

Budget Office

Budget Office and
Program Managers

Budget Office

Commissioner

Page 2

COMPLETION

DATE

5-1-84
5-18-84

6-1-84

6-15-84
6-22-84
6-22-84

7-5-84

7-5-34

7-16-84




BACKGROUND REPORT: PoLicy DEVELOPMENT

CONSULTATION IN STATE VOCATIONAL
REHABILITATION AGENCIES

(Note: This material is excerpted from Chapter 25 of the
Rehabilitation Services Manual. Chapter 25 requires state
VR agencies to develop plans showing how they will respond
to the views of clients and others Concerned with rehabili-
tation. It does not mandate any specific model or formula,
but rather sets the purposes and parimeters for meanlncful
involvement.)

Legal Basis: Section 101(a) 18 of the Rehabilitaticn

Act of 1973 as amended. Code of Federal Regulations,

Chapter IV of Title 45, Part 401, Section 401.19.

- Requirements: The Rehabilitation Act requires that

the State agency will take into account, in connection with
matters of general policy development arising in the adminis-
tration of the State plan, the views of individuals and groups
who are:
(a) recipients of vocational rehabilitation services,
' or as appropriate, their parents, guardians, or
other representatives;

(b) providers of vocational rehabilitation services; and

(c) others active in the field of vocational rehabilitation.




The Regulations further require that the State agency will

establish in writing and maintain a description of the methods
to be used to obtain and consider such views on policy develop-
ment and implementation, and will assure that such description

will be available to the public.

o) o) o)
Background: Over the past two decades there have been

ever increasing efforts to provide and assure that the people

and organizations directly concerned with public service pro-
grams, particularly the direct beneficiaries of the programs,
have a meaningful voice in determining the way in which the
programs are structured and administered. These efforts have
been variously labelled as ''citizen participation," 'community
participation,' "consumer involvement,' and "client involvement."
While the labels may differ, they all have the same basic
purpose--to give the people for whom the programs are designed
full opportunity to participate in policy formﬁlation and initial
planning to assure that '"their" programs are relevant to their
needs and responsive to their priorities. This concept fits us
well as a society for it is one form of participation of the

governed in their government,

o} o) o)
Functional Consultation Areas for Clients, Providers and

Others Active in Vocational Rehabilitation: Through the views

and advice of clients, providers and others active in vocational
rehabilitation, the State Director and his staff can gain added
insight into the State agency'é effectiveness and efficiency in
serving the disabled people in the State, In order to provide

this input or external feedback, however, these three groups
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§f "advisers'" must have meaningful participation in various
aspects of the State agency's operations., Only with meaningful
and genuine roles will these advisers, particularly the consumers,
begin to identify the State rehabilitation program as ''their"
program and provide construétive suggestions for is improve-

ment rather than criticism, censure or dissension. Anything

less than substantive participation will be viewed as .a sham,
offering no assurance that their concerns, their views and

their ideas will be taken into account.

Q 0 0
Among the areas of program development and administration

in which clients, their representative organizations, providers
and othg} individuals and groups active in vocational rehabili-
tation ghould be assigned significant roles and in which they
should work tlosely with the State Director and his represen-
tatives in presenting their views and recommendations are:

(a) Program evaluations to identify strengths in services
that would warrant further emphasis, gaps in services,
general and specific effectiveness and efficiency
of operations including the formulation of methods and
techniques for improving the delivery of vocational
rehabilitation services.

(b) Program planning and program development--the planning
of future programs and the expansion of current programs
to close gaps in service or to improve the effectiveness
of the program or programs.

(c) Assistance in developing legislative proposals and
budgets for submittal to the State Legislature, both
in their preparation and follow through in hearings
before the State legislative committees.

(d) Assessment of the physical accessibility to the handi-
capped of all offices and facilities operated, supported
or used by the State agency and, as required, formulating
plans for making them accessible or more accessible.



(e) Assistance in studies and surveys being conducted by
the State agency or its district and local offices,
i.e., data gathering, client sampling, and follow-up.

(£f) The interpretation of State agency policies and program
services to their constituencies and to the public at
large. -

(g) Assistance in the State agency's in-service training
and staff development programs to aid staff in achieving
greater understanding of client problems and attitudes,
providers' problems and in maintaining better working
relationships with organizations representing clients,
providers and other people engaged in vocational reha-
bilitation.

(h). Assistance to the State agency in whatever role it may
have in State and local activities leading up to the
White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals, and
assistance to the State agency in the implementation
of recommendations, having State relevance, resulting
from such activities and conferences.

(i) Assistance to the State -agency in tapping and securing
full utilization of the resources of other public
agencies and of private agencies in meeting the needs
of the handicapped, particularly the severely disabled
whose economic, adjustment, medical, housing and other
needs may be the responsitility of these other agencies.

(j) Assistance to the State agency in implementing the 1974
Amendments to the Rehabilitation Act, requiring that
the State agency and facilities in receipt of assistance
under Title I of the Rehahilitation Act "shall take
affirmative action to employ and advance in employ-
ment qualified handicapved individuals covered under,
and on the same terms and conditions as set forth in
Section 503.," '

(k) Assistance in the establishment of specialized facilities
and programs to be operated by consumer and other groups
through funding by the State agency, to meet the special
needs of the severely disabled applicant or client such
as peer counseling, centers for independent living,
halfway houses and other transitional living arrange-
ments, transportation and post-employment services.

(1) Proposing research to deal with unresolved problems in
vocational rehabilitation, and to help assess research
proposals in terms of their applicability to the needs
and priorities of a particular group of handicapped
people or to handicapped people in general.




DISTRICT NO. 136
Rep. Ashley Smith

DISTRICT NO. 41
Rep. Juan Hinojosa

DISTRICT NO. 115
Rep. Matt Garcia

DISTRICT NO. 141

Rep. Senfronia Thompson

DISTRICT NO. 77
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Rep. Mike Millsaf
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Rep. Lanny Hall

DISTRICT NO. 103
Rep. Steven D. Wolens

DISTRICT NO. 15
Rep. Jim Turner
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Houston, TX 77002
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: 512-475-5791




Texas Rehabilitation Commission

Vernon M. Arrell, Commissioner

March 7, 1983

BOARD MEMBERS

George H. McCullough, M.D.
CHAIRMAN

Jack B. Dale, Jr.

MEMORANDUM VICE CHAIRMAN

Anne R. Race, M.D.
SECRETARY

Murray Watson, Jr.
T0: Lex Frieden William C. Morrow

Jerry Kane
FROM: Kaye Beneke/@E\ <
SUBJECT: Consumer Consultation Committee Update

The following is an update on the decisions made by the Consumer Consultation
Committee during its January 31 - February 1, 1983, meeting and action taken by
TRC staff members.,

1. "Consumer Committee is to give further consideration to the issue of TRC
purchasing textbooks for college students and make recommendations at a later
date."

We have not acted on this; but, will schedule further discussion of the matter
whenever you desire.

2. "The purchase of textbooks for college students will be discussed at the
next Regional Directors meeting on February 22-23, 1983."

According to Mr. Doyle Wheeler, the subject was discussed by the Regional
Directors. No decisions were made.

3. "Mr. Wheeler is to contact Mr. Marshall Mitchell in Amarillo and inform
him of the Commission policy on the purchase of textbooks."

Mr. Les Lovell, Regional Director for Region I, asked Mr. Ty Morris, supervisor
of the Amarillo Field Office to pay a visit to Mr. Marshall and explain the

policy. According to Mr. Lovell, this is perhaps the third time that Mr. Marshall

has had the policy explained to him. Mr. Wheeler was notified of the above
action and agreed this was suitable action at this point.

118 East Riverside Drive (512) 445-8000, Austin, Texas 78704

An Equal Opportunity Employer

R e S



4. "The Chairmanship for the Independent Living Subcommittee will be selected
at the next Consumer Committee meeting."

This will be scheduled for the next committee meeting.

5. "Mr, Wheeler is to prepare a resolution on behalf of the Consumer Consultation
Committee recognizing Becky Brandon for receiving a volunteer service award from
the Developmental Disabilities Council in Washington, D.C."

Mr, Wheeler has asked that Chris Petrison, who is performing duties related to
the DD Council's public information program, draw up a resolution. She is in
the process of doing so. The resolution will be ready for presentation at the
next committee meeting.

6. "Committee members are to make personal contacts with legislative members of
the Senate and House Finance Committees,"

Members are doing so. Judge Bob Thomas travelled to Austin shortly after the
last meeting to meet with Senator Bob Glasgow. Other contacts are taking place
as well. -

KB/be
cc: Vernon M. Arrell
Doyle Wheeler



e

5

\

NI apla ) Hr i
i@% Ce it ﬁh\/ mgf; B e

TEXAS REHABILITATION COMMISSION

Consumer Consultation Committee

December 1
10:00

10:30
11:15

12:00
1:00

1:30
1:40

2:10
2:30

December 2
8:30
9:15
12:00

/VW\’ =N Q»Q/
=g

-’z/

A &:71{ { = / ) //w;r/vy
’///\>”\GL/4~/‘*<£;2/47"‘”7

Agenda
December 1 - 2, 1982 _

Call to Order

Introduction of Guests
Approval of Minutes =~
Lunch Orders

Other Business

Bob Blase,

Chalrperson
: Mm\

Commissioner's Comméﬁ%?tT> CkMAMA/%f#Ldssioner Arrell

Review of College/University
Program
S
LUNCH

Report on Governor's Long-
Range Planning Committee

Discussion of Disability
Rally Day

Update on Spinal Cord Injury
Caseload

Special Presentation

Subcommittee Meetings

Subcommittee Reports
Other Business

ADJOURN

John Wylie, Director
Program Services

Peg Nosek
Bob Blase
Ted Thayer,

Program Specialist

Commissioner Arrell
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independent living research. utilization

December 27, 1982

Mr.  Vernon M. Arrell, Commissioner
Texas Rehabilitation Commission
118 East Riverside Drive

Austin, TX 78704

Dear Mr. Arrell,

As a result of the new respon51b111t1es wh1ch I will assume as chair-
man of the Consumer Consultation Committee for TRC, I would like to resign
as chairman of the independent living subcommlttee I suggest that this
position be filled by an election of the subcommittee members-once all’.
present vacancies are filled. Until that time, I suggest the vice chair-. -
person, Trudy Putteet, assume the role of actlng chalrperson.

I have enjoyed serv1ng as chairman of the independent 11v1ng subcommltte
for the past three years. I believe. our group has been instrumental in as-
sisting TRC (Ted Thayer in particular) to establish a sound beginning for a
network of consumer operated independent 11V1ng service centers throughout
Texas: I trust the subcommittee will continue to function in a constructive
and progressive manner. - :

As chairman of the Consultation Committee, I will be happy to assist the
subcommittee as an ad hoc advisor. I look forward to assuming my new role
and to working closely with you in continued development of a respon51ve
worklng advisory commlttee.

+

Sincerely yours,
- o 7 \
Nt DR
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jean cole, lex frieden--project directors laurel richards-training coordinator laurie gerken--asst. training coordinator
tirr (the institute for rehabilitation .& research) 1333 moursund houston, texas 77030 (713) 797 1440



