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FRANK O. MANCUSO Councilman

DISTRICT E

EIGHTH FLOOR
CITY HALL

March 9, 1979

Lex Frieden

Coalition for Barrier Free Living
P.O. Box 20803

Houston, Texas 77025

Dear Mr. Frieden:

Thank you for sending me a set of materials describing the plans
for a community center for handicapped individuals.,

I will certainly give it every consideration on approving plans
for the center, when it is brought up before Council.

Sincerely,

Tank O. Mancuso
Councilman

FOM:1f




OFFIGE OF THE MAYOR

CiTty oF HousTON
TEXAS

JiMm McGCoNw
MAYOR

June 8, 1979.

Mr. Lex Freiden
105 Drew
Houston, Texas 77006

. Dear Mr. Freiden:

Ken Bitz has visited with me concerning the Houston
Center for the Handicapped. We discussed the need for
additional funding and I will see if there are other
funds available. -

I personally feel that a project of this nature
deserves a priority and will do all I can to assist in
it's completion and operation.

Sincerely,

Connie B, Williams
Executive Assistant
to the Mayor

dee

cc: Ken Bitz




CENTER FOR THE HANDICAPPED
FACT SHEET: Houston, Texas

WHAT IS THE CENTER FOR THE HANDICAPPED?

It is a centralized, multi-purpose facility designed to house
educational, recreational and social service programs for people
with disabilities.

WHO WILL BENEFIT FROM THE CENTER?

There are between 150,000 and 250,000 persons in Houston who are
visually impaired (blind), hearing-impaired (deaf), mobility-
impaired (use wheelchairs) or mentally retarded and who may bene-
fit from the Center.

AREN'T THERE OTHER CENTERS LIKE THIS IN HOUSTON?

No, in spite of the fact that there are many fine training and
rehabilitation centers for disabled people in our community, there
are no facilities designed especially to meet the social and
recreational needs of handicapped individuals. There are no
completely barrier free public swimming pools, gymnasiums or
auditoriums in Houston.

HOW LARGE WILL THIS FACILITY BE?

The Center will be approximately 60,000 square feet with a large
outdoor park and recreation area on a three-to-four acre tract.

WHERE WILL THE CENTER BE LOCATED?

Several possible sites are under consideration, but no choice has
been made.

WHEN WILL THE CENTER BE BUILT?

It is hoped that construction will begin during the last quarter
of 1979.

HOW MUCH MONEY WILL THIS COST?

It is estimated that the Center and the land it rests on will cost
between three and five million dollars.

WHO WILL PAY FOR IT?

Three million dollars in Community Development Block Grant funds
have been allocated by the City to pay for the Center. Other
funds will be solicited from charitable foundations, corporations
and individuals who are interested in helping handicapped citizens
be more active in our community.

WHO HAS DONE ALL THE PLANNING AND WORK ON THE CENTER THUS FAR?

A committee of twenty-five individuals representing various elements
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of the handicapped community and the community at large have been
meeting voluntarily to advise the Coalition for Barrier Free Living
(CBFL), a voluntary, non-profit organization, on plans for the
Center.

HOW CAN T GET INFORMATION ABOUT THE CENTER AND WHAT I CAN DO TO HELP
MAKE IT A REALITY? ;

Contact the CBFL at Box 20803, Houston, Texas 77025 or CALL
654-1207.
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NEIGHBORHOODS NOT DESIGNATED STRATEGY AREAS

G. THORN/ROBERTS SCHOOL - NORTHWEST CORRIDOR

Activity 1979-1980 1980-1981 1981-1982 Comments

15,000 1. A sanitary sewer line is recommended to be extended
along Thorn Drive

1. Sewer Line Extension S

2. Street Paving $ 100,000
3. Park Acquisition & Development $ 500,000
4., Housing Rehabilitation $ 90,000 $ 90,000 $ 108,000

H. SAN JOSE-LOWER VALLEY

1. Drainage Improvements $ 130,000
2. Street Improvements $ 160,000
3. Housing Rehabilitation $ 63,500 $ 63,500 $ 76,200

I. OTHER ACTIVITIES

1. Delta Center Improvements $ 200,000
2., Missouri Center Improvements $ 100,000
tg;) Handicapped Center

a. Architectural Design $ 80,000

b. Construction $1,000,000

(::) Removal of Architectural Barriers $ 50,000
at City Park Shelters

5. Lincoln/Playa Drain $1,200,000 $1,200,000
6. Public Housing Recreation $ 116,700 $ 160,000 6. The following Public Housing Complexes are recommended .
Inprovessats for recreation improvements: Rio Grande, Guillen,
Hart, Baird and King during the 1979-1980 Program
year, and Alvarez, Truman, Robinson, Knapp, Bean,
Pooley, Cramer, L.B. Johnson, Marmalejo, and Webber .
during the following year. |/
7. Historic Preservation Revolving $ 250,000 $ 259,009 $ 450,000 7. The Revolving Fund for Historic Preservation is ,
recommended to provide restoration assistance to |
owners of properties designated as Historic Landmarls [
and to provide an emergency fund for the public l
acquisition of endangered historic properties. |
Transportation for the $ 127,000 $ 100,000 $ 110,000 s
Handicapped
9. Rehabilitation Interim Assistance $ 43,800 $ 31,500 $ 57,800
10.  Small Business Investment Corp. $ 80,000 10. The Small Business Investment Corporation is

- recommended to provide assistance to small,

minority-owned businesses for commercial
revitalization,




HOUSTON COUNCILMEN

1. Homer Ford

2. Johnny Goyen

3. Louis Macey

4. Frank O. Mancuso

5. Frank Mann

6. Larry McKaskle

7. Judson W. Robinson Jr.

8. Jim Westmoreland

The mailing address to all the councilmen is:

P.0O. Box 1562 Houston, Texas 77001




February 26, 1979

Dear

As you know the Coalition for Barrier Free Living
has been working with the City for several years to
develop plans for a community center for handicapped
individuals. Please find enclosed a set of materials
describing the history of this effort and the present
status of the project.

I understand that City Council will be asked to
approve plans for the Center as part of the Community
Development application later this year. As Chairman
of the Center Planning Committee and a representative
of the handicapped community, I hope you will endorse
this project. If you have any questions or if I can
provide further information, please call me at my work
(797-1440) or home (781-8949).

Sincerely,

Lex Frieden

enclosures



Bush Library Photocopy Preservation
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THE EASTER SEAL SOCIETY v
FOR CRIPPLED CHILDREN AND ADULTS OF HARRIS COUNTY

P. 0. BOX 13399 - 3630 WEST DALLAS - HOUSTON, TEXAS 77019 - 713/526-1651

SERVING THE
HANDICAPPED
v

LAWRENCE P. RAGER, JR., Executive Director * MONTY NELSON, Assistant Executive Director

March 19, 1979

Lex Frieden

TIRR Annex

105 Drew

Houston, Texas 77006

Dear Mr. Frieden:

In our telephone conversation last month, you suggested that I send you a
reminder for your talk on the Center for the Handicapped. I had asked you
to speak to a group of parents who have sons or daughters in Easter Seal
Programs.

| The meeting will be April 5, 1979 at 10:00 A.M. at the Easter Seal Center.
} If you have questions, or need more information, please call me.

‘ I am Tooking forward to meeting with you on the 5th.

Sincerely,
>%7124214%aL.427Y\¢x:a,
Martha May
Director of Social Services
MM/tr ,
\ Y )
& A
Voo A If
‘: /\\ ‘ v \
\ > -~ " L

President, MR. FRANK W. MARESH: Vice Presidents, MRS. BRUCE D. WEAVER; MRS. JAMES E. LYON; MR. ROBERT C. HEWELL; Treasurer, MR. CARY TROOP,
JR.; Secretary, MR. LAWRENCE P. RAGER, JR.; MRS. DOROTHY BALDWIN; MRS. BEVERLY BUKOWSKI; MRS. TOM EATON; MRS.HARRY FAIR; MR. THOMAS
J. GORDON; MR. JACK HEARD; MRS. CAROL HEWELL; MR. WALTER E. JOHNSON; MRS. JUDY KENNELL; MS. PAT LOWERY; MRS. MOLLIE MARESH;
MR. R. GEORGE MOLINA; MRS. CHARLENE MORGAN; MR. R.A. (Al) PARKER; Director Emeritus, LLOYD GREGORY.

AN AFFILIATE OF THE NATIONAL EASTER SEAL SOCIETY FOR CRIPPLED CHILDREN AND ADULTS




MEMORANDUM

FROM: Don Rossi ;U%Za

TO: Budget Subcommittee Members
RE: Announcement/Agenda

DATE: March 6, 1979

The next meeting of the Budget Subcommittee of the Handicapped Center
Planning Committee will be at TIRR in the Promethean Room (East) at
1:30 p.m. on March 19. Please communicate your intention to attend.

PHONE: 797-1440, Extension 459.

Three major target areas have been identified by our subcommittee for
consideration:

- 1) Document the cost of operating a 65,000 square foot building,
estimates contingent on service program mix provided by the
Program Subcommittee.

2) Formulate a plan for raising earnest money for down payment
on land, contingent on site selection by the Site Subcommittee.
Possible sources for funds are donations from industry (Lex
Frieden has indicated that some oil companies may be willing
to donate); private foundations, i.e., Moody; and governmental
grants.

3) Initiate a search for key individuals, those prominent in
the community, who would be willing to support the creation
of the center. Also explore the possibility of selecting an

. Executive Director of the Center at this important stage of
the overall planning for the budget.

CC: Budget Committee Members
Lex Frieden




Dear Sir or Madam,

The Ceommunity Developement Division of the City of Houston
is planning to fund construction or purchase of a Center for the
Handicapped.

The Center was originally proposed by the CBFL, a Houston
based private, non-profit organization of handicapped individuals.
This Center will provide equipment and space for educational, rec-
reational and social programs that do not exist for disabled peo-
ple in Houston today. Amoug other things, the Center will house
specially adapted facilities for swimming, playing basketball,
exercising, performing arts, and meeting. The Center will be en-
tirely designed and equipped to be used by people who are deaf,
blind, mentally retarded, or in wheelchairs. Additionally, dis-
abled people will be responsible for managing and directing the
Center and its programs.

In order to complete the final proposal for the Center by

March 15 so that funding will be available in August, 1979, the
Center Planning Committee is soliciting general letters of support
for the Center, letters of interest in funding programs at the

Center, and letters of interest in renting space at the Center.

Although these letters are prospective and do not indicate a le-




gal commitment, it is necessary for us to validate our contention
and belief that the Houston community can and will support the on-
going programs and costs of the Center. As Chairperson of the Cen-
ter Planning Committee, and as a disabled person myself, I would
appreciate it if you would write a letter of support for or intent
to consider future funding of the Center. Please address your let-
ter to me in care of the CBFL. If there is further information a-
bout the Center which I can provide, please feel free to contact

me at my office (713) 797-1440 ext.504 or home (713) 781-8949.

Thank you for your help.

Sincerely yours,

Lex Frieden, Chairperson

Center Planning Committee




’ ' CENTER FOR THE HANDICAPPED
FACT SHEET: "Houston, Texas

WHAT IS THE CENTER FOR THE HANDICAPPED?
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of the handicapped community and the community at large have been
meeting voluntarily to advise the Coalition for Barrier Free Living
(CBFL), a voluntary, non-profit organization, on plans for the
Center.

HOW CAN I GET INFORMATION ABOUT THE CENTER AND WHAT I CAN DO TO HELP
MAKE IT A REALITY? 7

Contact the CBFL at Box 20803, Houston, Texas 77025 or CALL
654-1207.



Center for the Handicapped Planning Committee
Roster
name commi ttee

Dr. J. Allen. ; budget
Gulf Coast Council on the Hearing Impaired
1104 Waugh Dr.
Houston, Texas 77019
790-4977

Edwin Becnel C-D staff
City of Houston Community Development
1125 Brazos
Houston, Texas 77002
222-8501

Lynn Borker - C-D staff
City of Houston Human Resources Dept.
1125 Brazos - —
Houston, Texas 77002
222-5501

Frank Borrecca legal
Center for the Retarded
3550 W. Dallas
Houston, Texas, 77019
528-6371

Jules Dedeaux legal
City of Houston Human Resources Dept.
1010 Louisiana
Houston, Texas 77002
222-3814

A.B. Bunk Goodrum
Lighthouse for the Blind program
3530 W. Dallas,
Houston, Texas
527-9561

Roberta Forbes
State of Texas Human Resources Dept. program
5151 S. Willow Dr., #143
Houston, Texas 77035
721-3592




name

Carol Lustgarten
Coalition for Barrier Free Living
2809 Main
Houston, Texas 77002
654-1207

David Naumann
University of Houston student
2522 Haverhill
Houston, Texas
77008
861-9442

Shirley Price
NASA
2101 Nasa Rd., #1
Houston, Texas 77058
483-0123

Larry Rager
Easter Seals Center
3630 W. Dallas
Houston, Texas
77019
526-1651

Dr. Ron Rea
U of H School of Social Work
4800 Calhoun
Houston, Texas 77004
749-1548

Don Rossi
The Institute for Rehabilitation and Research
1333 Moursund
Houston, Texas 77030
797-1440

Mark Sklan
The Institute for Rehabilitation and Research
1333 Moursund
Houston, Texas 77030
797-1440

commi ttee

CBFL staff

program

site

program

program

budget

legal




name committee

| Terry Smith program -
’ Houston Area Rehabilitation Association and
| Texas Rehabilitation Commission

1964 W. Gray
’ Houston, Texas 77019

526-8511

Dr. W. Spencer legal
The Institute for Rehabilitation and Research
1333 Moursund
Houston, Texas 77030
790-9121

Debbie Stewart program
National Council for the Handicapped
Box 665
Bellaire, Texas 77401
669-0263

Betty Webb program
City of Houston Parks Dept.
2999 S. Wayside
Houston, Texas 77023
641-4111

Peter Wiedemann site
5530 Fontenelle
Houston, Texas 77035
721-1797 or 961-4381

Jack White budget
United Fund
1010 Waugh Dr.
Houston, Texas 77019
527-0222

Jim Veerkamp site
Banyan Homeowners Association
1917 Augusta #16
Houston, Texas 77057
652-6570

Juan Salazar site
Trust Real Estate Department
First International Bank

Box 2555 - Houston, Texas 77001
652-6546




name

Lex Frieden
New Options
105 Drew
Houston, Texas 77006
797-1440(504)

Gene Hartin
City of Houston Human Resources Dept.
1010 Louisiana
Houston, Texas 77002
222-5689

Mary Ellen Heitzer
Coalition for Barrier Free Living
2809 Main
Houston, Texas 77002
654-1207

Andrew James
City of Houston Health Dept.
901 Bagby
Houston, Texas
77002
224-4331

Bob Kafka
Paralyzed Veterans of America
3217 Montrose
Houston, Texas 77006

526-1952
Ken Bitz
City of Houston Citizens Assistance Division
901 Bagby
Houston, Texas 77002
222-4005

Dr. W. Lufburrow
Goodwill Industries
5200 Jensen
Houston, Texas 77026
692-6221

commi ttee

chairperson

legal

CBFL staff

site

program

program

program



Jerry Andrew budget

408 Longwoods
Houston, Texas
461-3867

Ken Vogel budget
Texas Rehabilitation Commission
9525 Katy Freeway
Houston, Texas 77024
461-1850

Mary Ann Board budget
New Options
105 Drew
Houston, Texas 77006

797-1440
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