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TOP-SECRET-

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 12, 1991

VIA PRIVACY CHANNEL/EYES ONLY
TO: SECRETARY 3BAKER

FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT

Jim:

Attached is a draft letter to Xing
Hussein and talking points for

Roger Harrison. Please review and

get back to us with comments/clearance.
I will then take it into the President.
PLEASE DO NOT REPEAT DO NOT SEND

THIS ON TO JORDAN FROM THE PLANE.

Warm regards, Brent.

Q¢ lus le k. //V’;}/%Sﬁ / T L e o _

D oren DECLASSIFIED
F—otGRt PERE.O. 12958,
AS AMENDED

1998 - 0099-F/y
1 /20098 MM
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

11-Jan-1991 22:39 EDT

FOoP—SECRET

MEMORANDUM FOR:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Richard N. Haass ( HAASS )

C. David Welch ( WELCH )
Donna P. Mmoh

L MMOH) DECLASSIFIED
Hussein letter PER E-O= 13526

2L010~90T02-MmFR

M M 1\/10/1015

“FoP—~SEERET
NIACT IMMEDIATE
AMEMBASY AMMAN

NODIS

EYES ONLY FOR AMBASSADOR HARRISON; S/S PLEASE PASS TO SECRETARY'S
PARTY

E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR

TAGS: PREL, JO, US

SUBJECT: MESSAGE FOR KING HUSSEIN FROM THE PRESIDENT
REF: STATE 8791

1. -PoP—SECRET - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. AMBASSADOR SHOULD DELIVER THE FOLLOWING LETTER AND TALKING
POINTS DIRECTLY TO KING HUSSEIN IMMEDIATELY. 1IN CONVEYING THE
LETTER AND THE TALKING POINTS THE AMBASSADOR SHOULD MAKE CLEAR IN
THE MANNER HE DEEMS APPROPRIATE THAT THIS IS A MESSAGE FORM THE
PRESIDENT HIMSELF. NO SIGNED ORIGINAL WILL FOLLOW.

3. BEGIN TEXT. YOUR MAJESTY:
I RECEIVED YOUR LETTER OF JANUARY 10.

YOU ARE CORRECT, YOUR MAJESTY, THAT WE HAVE ARRIVED AT A FATEFUL
POINT. THE PAUSE FOR PEACE ENVISIONED IN UNITED NATIONS SECURITY
COUNCIL RESOLUTION 678 IS RUNNING OUT FOR IRAQ. TO THE LAST
MOMENT, I WILL TRY FOR A PEACEFUL SOLUTION CONSISTENT WITH THE
SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS, BUT I DO SO WITH THE SOBER
REALIZATION THAT IRAQ HAS DEMONSTRATED NO FLEXIBILITY OR
WILLINGNESS TO COMPLY WITH THOSE RESOLUTIONS. QUITE HONESTLY, I
BELIEVE THAT THE SECRETARY GENERAL'’S EFFORTS REPRESENT THE BEST
OPPORTUNITY 1IN THESE REMAINING DAYS TO CHANGE IRAQ FROM A COURSE
THAT CAN ONLY BRING IT DESTRUCTION AND DEFEAT.

TOP-SECRE
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THE TIME IS ALSO ARRIVING FOR US TO CONSIDER ANEW WHERE THE U.S.-
JORDANIAN RELATIONSHIP WILL BE AFTER THE CRISIS IS RESOLVED.
PERMIT ME TO REPEAT WHAT I WROTE YOU IN JULY, DAYS BEFORE SADDAM
HUSSEIN LAUNCHED HIS AGGRESSION AND PLUNGED THE WORLD INTO

CRISIS: "THE SOVEREIGNTY, INDEPENDENCE, AND TERRITORIAL
INTEGRITY OF JORDAN AS JORDAN ARE INTEGRAL TO PEACE AND STABILITY
IN THE REGION." MY VIEWS HAVE NOT CHANGED; NOR HAS U.S. POLICY.

I HAVE ASKED ROGER HARRISON, MY ABLE AND TRUSTED AMBASSADOR, TO
DISCUSS WITH YOU IN GREATER DETAIL A NUMBER OF POINTS THAT I
BELIEVE ARE VITAL TO OUR MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING AS THE DANGERS OF
THIS SITUATION ESCALATE. I THOUGHT YOU WOULD APPRECIATE OUR MOST
FRANK EVALUATION AS JORDAN FACES CRITICAL CHOICES FOR 1ITS
NATIONAL SECURITY IN THE DAYS AHEAD.

WITH BEST REGARDS, GEORGE BUSH
4. DRAFT TALKING POINTS FOR DEMARCHE TO JORDAN

- THE PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY HAVE INSTRUCTED ME TO REVIEW
WITH YOU WHERE WE STAND AS THE UN DEADLINE OF JANUARY 15
APPROACHES.

— IN THE COMING DAYS AND WEEKS, IT IS OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE
THAT JORDAN AND THE UNITED STATES MAINTAIN THE CLOSE,
PRIVATE CONTACT THAT IS TRADITIONAL IN OUR RELATIONSHIP.
THOUGH THERE HAVE BEEN STRAINS LATELY IN OUR FRIENDSHIP, A
NEW PHASE 1IN THE GULF CRISIS IS APPROACHING, WITH EXTREMELY
GRAVE RISKS THAT COMPEL ALL OF US TO COMMUNICATE AS CANDIDLY
AND PRIVATELY AS POSSIBLE.

= THE PRESIDENT WOULD LIKE YOU TO KNOW THAT OUR GOAL IS
MAINTENANCE OF THE STABILITY AND SECURITY OF JORDAN, UNDER
YOUR LEADERSHIP. JORDAN AND THE UNITED STATES HAVE ENDURED
CRISES TOGETHER BEFORE, AND THE PRESIDENT BELIEVES THAT WE
CAN DO SO IN THIS NEXT PHASE.

- AS YOU KNOW, THE RESULTS OF THE SECRETARY’S MEETING WITH
TARIQ AZIZ WERE VERY DISAPPOINTING. THERE WAS NOTHING TO
ENCOURAGE US THAT 1IRAQ INTENDS TO CHANGE 1ITS POSITION IN THE
COMING DAYS.

- TARIQ AZIZ' REFUSAL TO TAKE THE PRESIDENT'’S LETTER TO SADDAM
HUSSEIN, HIS INCREDIBLE OMISSION OF MENTION OF KUWAIT DURING
A 45 MINUTE PRESS CONFERENCE, AND HIS BALD THREAT TO ISRAEL
ON THE WORLD STAGE CARRY THE MOST SERIOUS IMPLICATIONS.

- THIS UNFORTUNATE OUTCOME IS PAIRED WITH A CACOPHONY OF
BELLIGERENCE FROM BAGHDAD.

- THE UN-MANDATED DEADLINE OF JANUARY 15 IS APPROACHING AND WE
ARE PREPARING ACCORDINGLY.

TOP-SEGRET
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-— THEREFORE, THE PRESIDENT HAS ASKED ME TO DISCUSS THE
FOLLOWING WITH YOU IN THE STRICTEST OF CONFIDENCE.

- WE REALIZE THE IMPLICATIONS OF ISRAELI INVOLVEMENT 1IN ANY
HOSTILITIES. THIS IS A MATTER THAT WE ARE DISCUSSING AT
SOME LENGTH WITH ISRAEL, AND WE ARE CONFIDENT THAT ISRAEL
WILL NOT TAKE ACTION FIRST.

== AN IRAQI EFFORT TO INVOLVE ISRAEL 1IN HOSTILITIES IS
POSSIBLE, MAYBE EVEN PREDICTABLE GIVEN IRAQ'S THREATS.
ISRAELI RETALIATION IS THUS A SERIOUS POSSIBILITY THAT YOU
AND WE MUST COME TO GRIPS WITH.

- WE HAVE NOTED YOUR STATEMENT THAT JORDAN WOULD PREVENT, TO
THE BEST OF 1ITS ABILITY, ANY VIOLATION OF ITS TERRITORY AND
AIR SPACE BY ANY SIDE.

- THE PRESIDENT REQUESTS:

- (1) THAT JORDAN NOT INVITE OR PERMIT IRAQI FORCES TO ENTER
JORDAN; IN ANY WAY FACILITATE IRAQI MILITARY-RELATED
ACTIVITIES; OR ACT IN CONTRAVENTION OF THE UN SANCTIONS.

- (2) THAT JORDAN DO ITS UTMOST NOT TO PLAY TO IRAQ’S HAND BY
ENTERING ANY CONFLICT THAT IRAQ INITIATES WITH ISRAEL.

- IF THERE ARE HOSTILITIES, THE UNITED STATES WILL USE MASSIVE
AND DECISIVE FORCE, INCLUDING AGAINST TARGETS THAT COULD
THREATEN ISRAEL; IF 1IRAQ INITIATES HOSTILITIES BY ATTACKING
ISRAEL, WE WILL REMOVE THE SOURCE OF THE THREAT.

i YOUR MAJESTY, WE ARE ASKING ISRAEL TO STAY OUT OF THIS.
- WE ARE ASKING JORDAN TO STAY OUT ALSO.

-— THE PRESIDENT APPRECIATES THE SENSITIVITY OF THESE REQUESTS
AND THE DIFFICULT SITUATION IN WHICH JORDAN FINDS ITSELF.
HIS INTENT IS CLEAR AND SIMPLE: TO SECURE THE STABILITY OF
JORDAN AND THE SURVIVAL OF ITS RULING FAMILY. ONLY IN THIS
MANNER CAN JORDAN CONTINUE TO MAKE 1ITS CONTRIBUTION TO
MODERATION, PROGRESS AND PEACE IN THE REGION.

END TEXT.##
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

10-Jan-1991 19:25 EDT

DECLASSIFIED

MEMORANDUM FOR: PER E.O. 13526
JNET%"WELCH@VAXC"@WHSR"@MRGATE 2000~ 0701 MR
MM wliol2elb
FROM: VMSMail User JNET%"WHSR

(_JNET%"WHSR@ﬁHSR"@MRGATE)

SUBJECT:

Received: From WHSR(WHSR) by VAXC with Jnet id 7531
for WELCH@VAXC; Thu, 10 Jan 91 19:25 EST

Date: Thu, 10 Jan 91 19:24 EST
From: {WHSR@WHSR>
To: WELCH@VAXC

Original To: JNET%"WELCH@VAXC"

<DIST>
PRT: SIT
SIT: HAASS MONTGOMERY ROSTOW WELCH WHSR_IRAQ PRES_MSGS SIT SUM VAX

<PREC>
IMMEDIATE
<CLAS>

SECREP
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RUEHAM

<DTG>

101814z JAN 91

<ORIG>
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<TO>
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<SUBJ>
MESSAGE FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM KING HUSSEIN

<TEXT>
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NODIS

FOR THE SECRETARY

S/S PLEASE PASS TO SECRETARY'S PARTY
E.O. 12356: DECL:O0ADR

TAGS: PREL, JO, US
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SUBJECT: MESSAGE FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM KING HUSSEIN
1. -5E€RET - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. KING HUSSEIN ASKED THAT I PASS THIS URGENT
MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDENT, AND I AM DOING SO THROUGH
OTHER CHANNELS. FULL TEXT FOLLOWS:

10 JANUARY 1991

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT,

I THANK YOU FOR YOUR WARM MESSAGE ON THE NEW YEAR. I
ALSO AM AND HAVE ALWAYS BEEN YOUR FRIEND. IN THIS
SPIRIT I ADDRESS YOU NOW AS WE ALL STAND AT THE EDGE
OF THE ABYSS.

MR. PRESIDENT, YOU ARE AWARE OF MY ATTEMPT TO MEDIATE
AND REVERSE THE PROCESS DURING THE FIRST FORTY-EIGHT
HOURS OF THE CRISIS WITHIN THE ARAB CONTEXT, AND THAT
I SUCCEEDED THEN IN SECURING THE DATE AND TIME OF THE
BEGINNING OF AN IRAQI WITHDRAWAL FROM KUWAIT, AND AN
AGREEMENT TO ATTEND A MINI ARAB SUMMIT IN SAUDI
ARABIA TO RESOLVE SEVERAL ISSUES OF THE IRAQ/KUWAIT
DISPUTE WHICH LED TO THE TRAGIC HAPPENINGS OF 2ND
AUGUST. THAT MY EFFORTS WERE SCUTTLED BOTH
REGIONALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY BOTH THEN AND EVER
SINCE DOES NOT ALTER MY COMMITMENT TO THE CAUSE OF
RESOLVING THIS CRISIS WITHIN THE ARAB AND
INTERNATIONAL SPHERE. I BELIEVE THAT SUCH AN OUTCOME
COULD LEAD TO THE WORLD COMMUNITY AND ALL CONCERNED
PARTIES ADDRESSING ALL OTHER CHRONIC REGIONAL
PROBLEMS.

I AM NOW FACING THE CHOICE, ONCE AGAIN, OF EITHER
COMMITTING ALL MY ENERGIES AND RESOURCES TO AVERTING
THE LOOMING HORRENDOUS DISASTER, BY ACTIVELY ENGAGING
ALL CONCERNED TOWARDS THAT END, AS I DID AT THE
OUTSET OF THE GULF CRISIS, OR REMAIN AN OBSERVER
WHILE STANDING CLEARLY AND UNEQUIVOCALLY IN SUPPORT
OF THE PRINCIPLE OF THE INADMISSIBILITY OF THE
ACQUISITION OF TERRITORY BY WAR, AND IMPLEMENTING
SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS ON THE GULF CRISIS,
WHILE ADHERING TO OUR ANNOUNCED POLICY OF PREVENTING,
TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY, ANY VIOLATION OF OUR
TERRITORY AND AIR SPACE BY ANY SIDE TO THE IMPENDING
CARNAGE WHICH WILL BE ONE OF THE GREATEST SETBACKS
THE HUMAN RACE HAS YET ENCOUNTERED.

IF YOU SUPPORT MY INTENTION TO ACT AT THIS ELEVENTH
HOUR THEN MY CHANCES OF CONTRIBUTING TOWARDS A
PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THE GULF CRISIS WILL BE ENHANCED
BY BOTH YOUR EARLIEST RESPONSE TO THIS MESSAGE AND
YOUR ASSISTANCE IN OPENING THE WAY FOR ME TO BEGIN
IMMEDIATELY A DIRECT DIALOGUE WITH OUR SAUDI BRETHREN.
IF THIS HAPPENS IT WILL THEN FACILITATE MY SUBSEQUENT
ACTIONS WITHIN THE ENTIRE ARAB WORLD AND
INTERNATIONALLY TO SALVAGE THE SITUATION.

I AM SURE YOU KNOW BY NOW THAT WE NEVER ENGAGED NOR
WERE WE EVER INVOLVED IN ANY PLAN OR ACTION AGAINST
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ANY OF OUR ARAB BRETHREN BUT HAVE ALWAYS BEEN AND
WILL ALWAYS BE DEDICATED TO THE CAUSE OF PEACE,
STABILITY AND SECURITY FOR ALL IN THIS REGION AND THE
WORLD; AND I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT WE ARE READY AND
DETERMINED TO COMBINE OUR EFFORTS WITH THOSE OF ALL
WHO SEEK THE SAME WORTHY OBJECTIVES.

WITH MY WARM WISHES,

I AM,

YOUR SINCERE FRIEND,

HUSSEIN, I.

HARRISON

BT
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MEMORANDUM FOR:
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SUBJECT:

Received: From WHSR(WHSR) by VAXC with Jnet id 5210
for HAASS@VAXC; Mon, 14 Jan 91 14:34 EST

Date: Mon, 14 Jan 91 14:33 EST
From: <WHSR@WHSR>
To: HAASS@VAXC

Original_To: JNET%"HAASS@VAXC"

<DIST> DOWNGRADED FROM
SIT: HAASS TOP SECRET TO SECRET
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<DIST>

PRT: BAKER GATES SCOWCROFT
SIT: FILE PRIVACY IN SIT

<PREC>
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FOR EYES ONLY GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT FOR THE PRESIDENT

FOR PRESIDENT BUSH

WHITE HOUSE PLEASE PASS SECRETARY BAKER

1. TOF-SBCRETFT—- ENTIRE TEXT.

DECLASSIF!2D IN PART
PER E.O. 13526
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2. I DELIVERED YOUR MESSAGE TO KING HUSSEIN AND THE TALKING POINTS
1630 LOCAL TIME JANUARY 14. THE CROWN PRINCE WAS PRESENT THROUGHOUT
OUR DISCUSSION. I EMPHASIZED THAT THE POINTS WERE FROM YOU PERSONALLY.
WHEN I WAS DONE, THE KING ASKED ME TO GO BACK INDIVIDUALLY OVER THE
ASSURANCES FOR WHICH YOU HAD ASKED. HE RESPONDED TO EACH IN TURN,
OFTEN NOTING IN THE PROCESS THAT HE HAD DEALT WITH THESE QUESTIONS BEFORE.
3. ON THE POINT ABOUT JORDAN INVITING OR PERMITTING IRAQI FORCES TO
ENTER THE COUNTRY, HE SAID HE HAD MADE IT CLEAR TO BOTH THE ISRAELIS AND
THE IRAQIS THAT HE WOULD NOT PERMIT ANY FOREIGN FORCES TO ENTER JORDAN.
HE THEN AMENDED THAT BY SAYING HE MIGHT MAKE A "SOVEREIGN DECISION"
TO INVITE FOREIGN FORCES IN IF JORDAN WERE ATTACKED., THERE WAS A
COLLECTIVE ARAB COMMITMENT TO DEFEND JORDAN; THAT COMMITMENT COULD BE
ENVORED, BUT "I WILL CROSS THAT BRIDGE WHEN I COME TO IT." I ASKED
WHETHER HE WOULD INVITE IRAQI FORCES INTO JORDAN UNDER THOSE CIRCUMSTANCES.
HE SAID HE DOUBTED IRAQI FORCES WOULD BE IN ANY CONDITION TO HELP JORDAN
BUT HE WOULD MAKE ANY DECISION BASED ON CONDITIONS PREVAILING AT THE TIME,
4, THE KING ADDED THAT IF U.S. AND INTERNATIONAL FORCES IN THE GULF WERE
TO STRIKE IRAQ, HE ANTICIPATED THE IRAQIS WOULD REQUEST THE USE OF
JORDANIAN AIRSPACE TO ATTACK ISRAEL. HE WOULD NOT PERMIT THIS. HE SAID
HE HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE ISRAELIS DIRECTLY TO PASS THE SAME MESSAGE.
HE ADDED THAT THERE HAD BEEN A "HINT FROM THE ISRAELIS" THAT THEY WOQULD
AVOID CROSSING JORDANIAN AIRSPACE IF AND WHEN THEY RETALIATED AGAINST
IRAQ. HE HOPED THAT WOULD BE THE CASE. JORDANIAN FORCES WERE AT THEIR
HIGHEST STATE OF ALERT, BUT HIS WANTED ABOVE ALL TO KEEP JORDAN OUT OF

Y

TIONS WERE BEING APPLIED,

I SAID WE HAD BROUGHT OUR CONCERNS TO THE ATTENTION OF THE GOJ

"BECAUSE OF THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE ISSUES INVOLVED AND TO PREVENT ANY

MISUNDERSTANDING BETWEEN US.

7. AS TO MILITARY COOPERATION, THE KING SAID THAT HIS PREVIOUS ANSWER
SHOULD STAND AS WELL FOR THIS QUESTION -—- I.E., THAT JORDAN WANTED TO
STAY OUT OF CONFLICT AND WOULD NOT COOPERATE WITH ANY SCHEMES WHICH

MIGHT DRAW JORDAN IN.

8. I ASKED THE KING IF HE HAD AN RESPONSE TO THE TEXT OF YOUR LETTER. HE
SAID HE APPRECIATED ITS WARM TONE, WHICH WAS HOWEVER CONTRADICTED BY THE
TONE OF THE TALING POINTS I HAD READ. IT WAS A QUESTION OF TRUST. EITHER
THE U.S. TRUSTED JORDAN OR DID NOT; THE TALKING POINTS SEEMED TO INDICATE
THE LATTER.
9. I ASKED THE KING IF HE PLANNED TO TRAVEL
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<DIST>
SIT: PRES MSGS VAX
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<ORIG>FM SECSTATE WASHDC

DECLASSIFIED
PER E.O. 13526

<TO>TO AMEMBASSY AMMAN NIACT IMMEDIATE 6261

<SUBJ> PRESIDENTIAL LETTER TO KING HUSSEIN Tele~ oT02-MmR
MM 1aa) 201l

<TEXT>BT

S—fFc—R—E—F STATE 029270

NODIS

E.O. 12356: DECL:0ADR

TAGS: OPDC, JO

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL LETTER TO KING HUSSEIN

1. (SEEREF - ENTIRE TEXT) .

2. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LETTER FROM PRESIDENT BUSH FOR
TRANSMITTAL TO KING HUSSEIN.

BEGIN TEXT:

JANUARY 29, 1991

YOUR MAJESTY:

UPON HIS RETURN, RICH ARMITAGE BRIEFED ME ON HIS RECENT
CONVERSATION WITH YOU IN AMMAN. I WAS GRATIFIED RICH
CONVEYED TO YOU MY BELIEF THAT THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF
JORDAN HAS A POSITIVE ROLE TO PLAY IN SHAPING THE FUTURE
OF THE MIDDLE EAST.

YOUR MAJESTY, WE CANNOT ESCAPE THE FACT THAT WE DIFFER
PROFOUNDLY CONCERNING EVENTS IN YOUR PART OF THE WORLD. I
AM PREPARED TO ACCEPT THIS FACT WITHOUT QUESTIONING THE
PERMANENCE OF FRIENDLY RELATIONS BETWEEN THE HASHEMITE
KINGDOM OF JORDAN AND THE UNITED STATES. IN THESE
EXTRAORDINARY TIMES, HOWEVER, WHEN AMERICANS ARE GIVING
THEIR LIVES FOR A CAUSE WE BELIEVE TO BE WORTHY, THE NEED
FOR CLEAR COMMUNICATION IS ABSOLUTELY VITAL. WE MUST NOT
ALLOW A MISUNDERSTANDING TO UNDERMINE SOMETHING SO
PROFOUND AS THE FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES.

I BELIEVE WE SHOULD CONTINUE THE DIALOGUE INITIATED THIS
WEEK. SHOULD YOU WISH TO SEND AN ENVOY TO WASHINGTON FOR
A VERY LOW-KEY ROUND OF DISCUSSIONS, PLEASE BE ASSURED
THAT HE WILL RECEIVE AN ATTENTIVE RECEPTION. IF YOU WISH
TO HAVE ANOTHER CONVERSATION IN AMMAN, I WILL BE PLEASED
TO ACCOMMODATE. WHATEVER THE VENUE, WE SHOULD CONTINUE
THIS PROCESS.

SINCERELY,

GEORGE BUSH

HIS MAJESTY

HUSSEIN I

KING OF THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN

AMMAN.

END OF TEXT.

3. SIGNED ORIGINAL TO FOLLOW. WHITE HOUSE DOES NOT PLAN
TO RELEASE TEXT OF THIS LETTER. BAKER

BT

#9270

<SECT>SECTION: 01 OF 01 <SSN> 9270 <TOR> 910130084314 MSG000286533794



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

30-Jan-1991 12:56 EDT

SECRET—
MEMORANDUM FOR:
Robin A. Uhl ( UHL )
Florence E. Gantt ( GANTT )
FROM: C. David Welch
(WELCH)
SUBJECT : Letter to King Hussein Delivered

Robin:

You might give this cable to Bob and Brent if they have not
already seen it. Thanks.

CC: Richard N. Haass ( HAASS )
CC: Kathy Leahy ( LEAHY )
DECLASSIFIED

White House Guidelines
E.O. 12958, SEC 3.4 (B) September 11, 2006

By cap  NARA, Date 7/3))e9



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

MEMORANDUM FOR:

FROM:

(WHSR_ROUTER@WHSR)
VUBJIECTO B KING WELCOMES PRESIDENT’S LETTER;
<DIST>

PRT: BOOK SIT
SIT: CHARLES HAASS WHSR IRAQ SIT SUM VAX WELCH

<PREC>
IMMEDIATE
<CLAS>
SECRET
<OSRI>
RUEHAM
<DTG>
30144872 JAN 91

<ORIG>
FM AMEMBASSY AMMAN

<TO>
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9192

<SUBJ>
KING WELCOMES PRESIDENT’S LETTER; PLANS
VISIT TO BAGHDAD

<TEXT>
BT
S—E—c—R—E—F AMMAN 01286
NODIS
FOR NEA A/S JOHN KELLY; MBA RICH ARMITAGE
E.O0. 12356: DECL:0ADR
TAGS: OPDC, JO
SUBJECT: KING WELCOMES PRESIDENT’S LETTER; PLANS
VISIT TO BAGHDAD
REF: STATE 29270
1. & - ENTIRE TEXT.
~BEGIN SUMMARY~

30-Jan-1991 12:32 EDT

DECLASSIFIED
PER E.O. 13526

2Lo\W0-0T0L-MR

MM 1)z /20l

PLANS

2. SUMMARY: THE KING WELCOMED THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER



AND IS VERY WILLING TO CONTINUE THE PROCESS STARTED
BY THE ARMITAGE VISIT. HE SEEMED TO BE LEANING
TOWARD RECEIVING AN EMISSARY BUT SAID HE WOULD
RESPOND FORMALLY IN A FEW DAYS. THE LETTER AND
BAKER/BESSMERTNYKH STATEMENT ALSO SEEMED TO ENCOURAGE
THE KING TO THINK THAT A VISIT TO BAGHDAD "TO SEE
WHAT IS POSSIBLE" MIGHT BE A GOOD IDEA, THOUGH HE
ADMITTED THAT HE SAW LITTLE CHANCE NOW FOR A "PAUSE"
IN THE FIGHTING. FOR THE REST, THE KING SAID HE WAS
VERY DISTURBED AT REPORTS —-- WHICH HE SAID WERE NOW
CONFIRMED -- OF A COALITION AIR ATTACK WHICH HAD
CAUSED MULTIPLE DEATHS AND INJURIES TO DISPLACED
PERSONS FLEEING IRAQ.

3. COMMENT: I DOUBT THE KING HAS A CLEAR AGENDA FOR A
BAGHDAD TRIP, OR EVEN ASSURANCE THAT HE WILL BE
RECEIVED, THOUGH HE DOES SEEM TO UNDERSTAND THE

FIRST STEP TO ENDING THE FIGHTING IS A CONCRETE
SADDAM COMMITMENT TO WITHDRAW. END COMMENT.

PRESIDENT’S LETTER "VERY, VERY WELCOME"

4., I DELIVERED THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER TO KING HUSSEIN
JANUARY 30. HE RECEIVED ME ALONE, AND THE ATMOSPHERE
THROUGHOUT WAS RELAXED -- IN MARKED CONTRAST TO OUR
LAST MEETING JUST AFTER HOSTILITIES BEGAN. THE KING
READ THE LETTER CAREFULLY, THEN SAID IT WAS "VERY,
VERY WELCOME." HE HAD GREATLY APPRECIATED THE
ARMITAGE VISIT, THE KING SAID, AND WAS READY TO
CONTINUE THE PROCESS. HE THOUGHT OUT LOUD FOR A
MOMENT ON THE RELATIVE BENEFITS OF SENDING HIS OWN
EMISSARY TO WASHINGTON, OR RECEIVING ONE HERE. 1IN
THE END, HE SEEMED TO BE LEANING TOWARD THE LATTER

COURSE, BUT MENTIONED -- WITH SOME APPARENT
HESITATION LEST HE BE SEEN TO BE INTERFERING IN THE
PRESIDENT’S BUSINESS -- THAT PERHAPS IT WOULD BE BEST

IF ARMITAGE WERE THE EMISSARY, RATHER THAN SOMEONE
"WHO KNOWS LESS ABOUT OUR PARTICULAR SITUATION".

5. THE KING ADDED THAT HE WOULD RESPOND IN WRITING TO
THE PRESIDENT, BUT SINCE HE WROTE SUCH LETTERS
HIMSELF "IT MIGHT BE A FEW DAYS."

6. I POINTED OUT THAT WE WERE WILLING TO MAKE THE
NEXT EXCHANGE AS LOW-KEY AS THE ARMITAGE VISIT HAD
BEEN. THE KING RESPONDED THAT HE HAD PLAYED THE
VISIT DOWN HERE BECAUSE HE THOUGHT THAT WAS OUR
WISH. "OTHERWISE I WOULD HAVE ANNOUNCED IT MORE
PUBLICLY." I SAID WE HAD THOUGHT WE WERE DEFERRING
TO HIM ON PUBLIC HANDLING, BUT IN ANY CASE WOULD LET
HIM DECIDE ON WHAT PUBLIC PROFILE FUTURE CONTACTS
SHOULD HAVE.

KING HOPES TO VISIT BAGHDAD AND "SEE WHAT IS POSSIBLE"



7. I THEN PROVIDED THE KING WITH A COPY OF THE
BAKER/BESSMERTNYKH STATEMENT OF JANUARY 29, AS WELL
AS OUR TALKING POINTS ON THE SUBJECT. THIS TOO HE
READ WITH CARE, FOCUSING PARTICULARLY ON THE
STATEMENT THAT WE WERE READY FOR A CEASEFIRE IF
SADDAM WOULD MAKE A FIRM COMMITMENT TO WITHDRAW AND
TAKE CONCRETE STEPS TO IMPLEMENT IT. CITING THAT
PARAGRAPH, THE KING SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN CONSIDERING
A VISIT TO BAGHDAD TO SEE "WHAT WAS NOW POSSIBLE."
HE HAD HOPED TO ARRANGE FOR A PAUSE IN THE FIGHTING,
BUT REALIZED NOW THAT THIS WAS NOT POSSIBLE. STILL,
IN LIGHT "OF ALL THIS" (HE GESTURED AT THE
PRESIDENT’S LETTER AND THE JOINT STATEMENT) HE NOW
WAS MORE CONVINCED THAT A VISIT COULD BE USEFUL.

8. I SAID THAT THE KEY WAS STILL IRAQI WITHDRAWAL.
THE KING SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THIS.

9. I ASKED HOW HE WOULD TRAVEL AND WHEN. HE SAID HE
WOULD DOUBTLESS GO BY ROAD, BUT DID NOT KNOW WHEN (MY
IMPRESSION WAS THAT HE HAS NOT YET BROACHED THE IDEA
OF A VISIT WITH THE IRAQIS). I ASKED FOR PRIOR
NOTIFICATION OF HIS TIME AND ROUTE OF TRAVEL; HE
PROMISED TO GIVE IT, AS MUCH IN ADVANCE AS POSSIBLE.

10. WHEN I ASKED ABOUT THE RESULTS OF PM BADRAN'’S
VISIT TO BAGHDAD SHORTLY AFTER THE WAR BEGAN, THE
KING SAID THAT RAMADAN AND TARIQ AZIZ HAD AGAIN
EXPRESSED A WILLINGNESS FOR DIALOGUE. THEY EVIDENTLY
HAD ALSO TOLD BADRAN THAT THE SCUD MISSILE ATTACKS ON
TEL AVIV WERE ORDERED IN RESPONSE TO ALLIANCE AND
ISRAELI CLAIMS THAT SADDAM’S SCUD CAPABILITY HAD BEEN
DESTROYED -- AND IN RETALIATION FOR ATTACKS ON
BAGHDAD. BUT IN GENERAL, THE KING SAID HE HAD BEEN
DISAPPOINTED, NOT LEAST BECAUSE BADRAN HAD NOT SEEN
SADDAM.

11. 1IN RESPONSE TO MY QUESTION, THE KING SAID HE WAS
VERY HAPPY WITH THE RESULTS OF FOREIGN MINISTER
MASRI’S VISIT TO TEHRAN, AND EAGER TO IMPROVE
RELATIONS WITH IRAN. ONE CONCERN THE TWO SIDES
SHARED, THE KING SAID, WAS THE ROLE OF TURKEY IN THE
GULF WAR. HE WAS "VERY DISAPPOINTED" IN TURKEY’S
DECISION TO BECOME INVOLVED IN THE FIGHTING. HE
FEARED THAT TURKEY’S ULTIMATE GOAL MIGHT WELL BE
TERRITORIAL. IN RESPONSE I NOTED OUR STATEMENTS THAT
WE HAD NO DESIRE TO DESTROY OR DISMEMBER IRAQ.

ALLEGED COALITION "STRAFING" OF CIVILIANS IN IRAQ

12. AT THIS POINT, A MESSAGE WAS PASSED TO THE KING,



EVIDENTLY CONCERNING CASUALTIES BECAUSE OF ALLEGED
COALITION AIR STRIKES ON CIVILIANS ON THE
AMMAN/DAMASCUS HIGHWAY. THE KING SAID THAT THE GOJ
NOW HAD CONFIRMATION THAT SEVERAL GROUPS HAD BEEN
ATTACKED. A CONVOY OF OIL TANKERS HEADED FOR JORDAN
HAD BEEN STRUCK SEVERAL DAYS AGO, AND THREE DRIVERS
KILLED (HE DID NOT SAY THESE WERE JORDANIAN DRIVERS;
MANY OIL TRUCK DRIVERS ARE NOT). NOW CAME WORD THAT
A BUS HAD BEEN HIT AND MANY PEOPLE KILLED AND
INJURED, INCLUDING JORDANIANS. HE WOULD VISIT SOME
OF THE VICTIMS IN A HOSPITAL LATER IN THE DAY. HE
SAID THERE HAD BEEN REPORTS OF "STRAFING" OF
HIGHWAYS. HE HOPED THIS SORT OF THING WOULD STOP,
SINCE IT WAS UNWARRANTED AND WOULD INFLAME PUBLIC
OPINION.

13. I REPLIED THAT IT WAS NOT PART OF OUR POLICY TO
ATTACK CIVILIANS. WE HAD TAKEN EXTRAORDINARY STEPS
-- AND OUR PILOTS HAD EXPOSED THEMSELVES TO INCREASED
DANGER -- TO AVOID THIS. I ADDED THAT I COULD NOT
BELIEVE REPORTS THAT HIGHWAYS HAD BEEN STRAFED. IF
HE HAD EVIDENCE OF THIS, I ASKED HIM TO PASS IT TO
ME. HE SAID HE WOULD LOOK INTO IT.

MOVEMENT OF PLANES TO IRAN RELIEVES A CONCERN
_______________________ Q___...._______._..._______

14. I ASKED THE KING IF HE HAD ANY INTERPRETATION OF
THE MOVEMENT OF IRAQI PLANES TO IRAN. HE SAID HIS
ONLY THOUGHT WAS THAT SADDAM WANTED THE PLANES OUT OF
HARM’S WAY -- WHICH SHOWED THAT, AT LEAST, HE WAS
THINKING ABOUT THE FUTURE. IN ANY CASE, IT WAS
HELPING ALLEVIATE ONE OF HIS CONCERNS, SINCE THE
AIRCRAFT IN QUESTION WERE PRECISELY THOSE THAT SADDAM
MIGHT OTHERWISE HAVE USED FOR AN ATTACK ON ISRAEL.

HE WAS DETERMINED, HE SAID, TO OPPOSE ANY IRAQI
ATTEMPTS TO OVERFLY JORDAN FOR THAT PURPOSE.

HARRISON

BT

#1286

<SECT>
SECTION: 01 OF 01
<SSN>
1286
<TOR>
910130122136 MSG000286546896
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IEMORANDUM FOR: SW or ¢zen
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"ROM:

(WHSR_ROUTER@WHSR)
SEBTERT: KING RESPONDS POSITIVELY TO THE PRESIDENT'’S
(DIST>

PRT: BOOK GATES HILL SCOWCROFT SIT SITTMANN VANERON
51T: FILE CHARLES PAVITT ROSTOW WELCH WHSR IRAQ WORKING PRES MSGS SIT
5UM VAX BRANSCUM

(PREC>
IMMEDIATE
(CLAS>
SEEREE
(OSRI>
RUEHAM
<DTG>
021752Z FEB 91

CORIG>
FM AMEMBASSY AMMAN

<TO>
TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 9258

<SUBJ>
KING RESPONDS POSITIVELY TO THE PRESIDENT'S
LETTER

<TEXT>

BT

s—B—c—R—E—F AMMAN 01361

NODIS

E.O. 12356: DECL:0ADR

TAGS: OPDC, JO

SUBJECT: KING RESPONDS POSITIVELY TO THE PRESIDENT'S

LETTER
1. SECRET - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LETTER FROM KING HUSSEIN TO

PRESIDENT BUSH IN RESPONSE TO THE PRESIDENT’S DECLASSIFIED
LETTER. BEGIN TEXT: PER E.O. 12058
2 FEBRUARY 1991 1998 - 0094-F/y
DEAR MR. PRESIDENT, ofis Jrool MM

I AM INDEED GRATIFIED THAT YOU WERE CONSIDERATE



INOUGH TO HAVE CHOSEN AN OLD FRIEND, A MAN OF GREAT
[NTEGRITY AND MORAL COURAGE, RICH ARMITAGE TO TALK TO
1E.

3ELIEVE ME, MY FRIEND, THAT IT WAS MY CONCERN FOR YOU
AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA WHICH CAUSED ME TO
SEEK TO MEET YOU AT THE OUTBREAK OF THE CRISIS AND
ATER IN PARIS, WHICH WAS NOT TO HAPPEN. MINE IS AND
iAS POSSIBLY BEEN A LONE VOICE, DIFFERENT TO MANY IN
THIS REGION, BUT BEFORE GOD I AM SATISFIED THAT
VHATEVER HAPPENS IT WAS AND WILL BE THE VOICE OF
"RIENDSHIP, PEACE AND HONOUR.

[ WELCOME THE CONTINUATION OF OUR DIALOGUE AND WOULD
SUGGEST THAT FURTHER CONVERSATIONS IN AMMAN ARE MOST
NELCOME, WHILE I SHALL SEEK AND ENTRUST A JORDANIAN
NITH THE TASK OF VISITING WASHINGTON PERIODICALLY FOR
A VERY LOW-KEY ROUND OF DISCUSSIONS. DISCUSSIONS
MUST CONTINUE BETWEEN US, SIR. WHATEVER THE VENUE, I
FULLY AGREE WE SHOULD CONTINUE THIS PROCESS.
5INCERELY,

JUSSEIN I.

PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH

[HE WHITE HOUSE

NASHINGTON, D.C.

JNITED STATES OF AMERICA

IND TEXT. HARRISON

3T
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06. Note From President Bush to Brent Scowcroft, Re: [Attached 10/20 (b)(1)
Letter] [FOIA restrictions redacted] (1 pp.)

Collection:

Record Group:  Bush Presidential Records

Document Partially Declassified
(Copy of Document Follows)
By MM on 3[23/2023

Office: Scowcroft, Brent, Collection
Series: Special Separate Channel Files
Subseries:

WHORM Cat.:

File Location: Hussein (King of Jordan) (Sensitive)

Date Closed: 7/31/2009 OA/ID Number: 91154-006

FOIA/SYS Case #: 2009-0275-S Appeal Case #:

Re-review Case #: Appeal Disposition:

P-2/P-5 Review Case #: Disposition Date:

AR Case #: MR Case #: 2010-0702-MR(505)

AR Disposition: MR Disposition: Released in Part

AR Disposition Date: MR Disposition Date: 1/22/2016
RESTRICTION CODES

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] Deed of Gift Restrictions

(b)(1) National security classified information C(1) Closed by Executive Order 13526, governing access to national
(b)(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an  security information

agency C(2) Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the information
(b)(3) Release would violate a Federal statute C(3) Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of
(b)(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial gift [formerly listed as only C]

information PRM. Removed as a personal record misfile

(b)(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion

of personal privacy

(b)(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes

(b)(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of P-2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA|
financial institutions P-5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President and
(b)(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information his advisors, or between such advisors [(a)(5) of the PRA]

concerning wells

Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)]




CAMP DAVID

CONFIDENTIAL 1910

Brent

I thought it would

be useful to personalize

this letter-- also laying down in
harsh terms the way I feel

about the rape of Kuwait etc.

In a sense it might be putting
him on notice.

Please hold very very

close. Let's send
l‘l 4(c)

share only iwht JAB over here
not over there.

Discuss any changes M

CONFIDENTIAL

Bush Library Phot
0oco
George Bush Handwrit'ionyg

DECLASSIFIED IN PART
PER E.O. 13526
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07. Cable To White House, Re: [President's Letter to the King] 10/23/90 (b)(1)
[231529Z Oct 90] [FOIA restrictions redacted] (2 pp.)

Collection:

Record Group:  Bush Presidential Records - .
Document Partially Declassified

(Copy of Document Follows)
By MM on 3/23/023

Office: Scowcroft, Brent, Collection
Series: Special Separate Channel Files
Subseries:

WHORM Cat.:

File Location: Hussein (King of Jordan) (Sensitive)

Date Closed: 7/31/2009 OA/ID Number: 91154-006
FOIA/SYS Case #: 2009-0275-S Appeal Case #:

Re-review Case #: Appeal Disposition:

P-2/P-5 Review Case #: Disposition Date:

AR Case #: MR Case #: 2010-0702-MR(506)
AR Disposition: MR Disposition: Released in Part

AR Disposition Date: MR Disposition Date: 11/10/2016

RESTRICTION CODES

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] Deed of Gift Restrictions

(b)(1) National security classified information C(1) Closed by Executive Order 13526, governing access to national
(b)(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an  security information

agency C(2) Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the information
(b)(3) Release would violate a Federal statute C(3) Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of
(b)(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial gift [formerly listed as only C]

information PRM. Removed as a personal record misfile

(b)(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion

of personal privacy

(b)(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes

(b)(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of P-2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA]
financial institutions P-5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President and
(b)(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information his advisors, or between such advisors [(a)(5) of the PRA]

concerning wells

Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)]|
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PAGE @1 OF 62 o
PRT- SCOWCROFT )
SIT PRIVACY _IN FILE SIT LT——

<PREC> IMMEDIATE -CLAS> SEERET <DTG> 2315292 OCT 940

‘1 4(0)

TO THE WHITE HOUSE

S—E—E€RETF 2315297 0CT 96 PRIVACY CHANNELS

’1 4(c)

WHITE HOUSE PLEASE ENVLOPE AND DELIVER TO MR. BRENT
SCOWCROFT, ASSISTANT T0 THE PRESIDENT FOR NATIONAL

SECURITY AFFAIRS, THE WHITE HOUSE.

----------------------- TEAR LINE-------cmmmmcemmmammeo oo

0 2315182 OCT 9¢
\1 4(c)
TO THE WHITE HOUSE
LEM
F+—o6—+F—S5+tC¢R+E+FVIA PRIVACY CHANNELS

1.4(c)

BRENT:
| DELIVERED THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER TO THE KING OCTOBER 23.

HE READ IT THROUGH CAREFULLY. "1 AM MOVED AND TOUCHED," HE SAID
WITH SOME EMOTION, THEN REPEATED THOSE WORDS. "THIS IS5 S0
APPRECIATED, " HE SAID, FOLDING THE LETTER AND PUTTING IT IN HIS
POCKET. "OUR LONG RELATIONSHIP HAS NOT BEEN FOR NOTHING." HE
WENT ON TO SAY THAT, OF COURSE, THERE WERE MANY DETAILS WHICH
HE WOULD HAVE TO CONSIDER BEFORE RESPONDING; BUT HE WOULD RESPOND
AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE THROUGH THIS CHANNEL

THERE WAS NO MISTAKING THAT THE KING WAS DEEPLY AFFECTED,
NOT SO MUCH, IT SEEMED, BY THE CONTENTS OF THE LETTER AS BY THE
FACT THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD WRITTEN SO PERSONALLY AND DIRECTLY.
BELEAGURED AS HE IS, THIS WAS OBVIOUSLY VERY WELCOME.

WARM REGARDS, ROGER.

DECLASSIFIED IN PART
PER E.O. 13526
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Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet
(George Bush Library)

Document No.
and Type

08. Cable
[FOIA restrictions redacted] (2 pp.)

Collection:

Record Group:  Bush Presidential Records
Office:

Series:

Scowcroft, Brent, Collection
Special Separate Channel Files
Subseries:

WHORM Cat.:

File Location: Hussein (King of Jordan) (Sensitive)

7/31/2009
2009-0275-S

Date Closed:
FOIA/SYS Case #:
Re-review Case #:
P-2/P-5 Review Case #:
AR Case #:

AR Disposition:

AR Disposition Date:

Subject/Title of Document

To White House, Re: [The King's Letter] [041133Z Nov 90]

OA/ID Number:

Date Restriction

11/4/90 (b)(1)

Document Partially Declassified
(Copy of Document Follows)
By MM on 3/23/2023

91154-006
Appeal Case #:
Appeal Disposition:
Disposition Date:
MR Case #:

MR Disposition:

MR Disposition Date:

2010-0729-MR(503)
Released in Part
8/8/2016

RESTRICTION CODES

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)|

(b)(1) National security classified information

(b)(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an
agency

(b)(3) Release would violate a Federal statute

(b)(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial
information

(b)(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion

of personal privacy

(b)(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes

(b)(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
financial institutions

(b)(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
concerning wells

Deed of Gift Restrictions

C(1) Closed by Executive Order 13526, governing access to national
security information

C(2) Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the information
C(3) Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of
gift [formerly listed as only C]|

PRM. Removed as a personal record misfile

Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)|

P-2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA|
P-5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President and
his advisors, or between such advisors [(a)(5) of the PRA]
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PRT: SCOWCROFT

SIT. [ IN FILE SIT
<PREC> IMMEDIATE <CLAS> -SEGRETF <DTG> 0411332 NOV 94

[1 4(c)

TO THE WHITE HOUSE

S—E—&RFE—F 6411337 NOV 98 [

WHITE HOUSE FOR DELIVER TO MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT,

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR NATIONAL SECURITY
AFFAIRS, THE WHITE HOUSE.

--------------------------- TEAR LINE--------mmmmmemmmaa o

0 6411177 NOV 96 ZVYH IFF1 IFF4
\1 4(c)

T0 THE WHITE HOUSE
LEM
5 E E R E ? ]1.4(0)

.4(c)
|

BEGIN TEXT:
BRENT:

FURTHER TO THE KING'S LETTER, | BELIEVE THE RIGHT KIND OF
RESPONSE WILL BRING GREAT BENEFITS. THE KING WILL NOT DO A
U-TURN ON POLICY. BUT REESTABLISHING THE STRENGTH OF THE
PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE PRESIDENT COULD BE VERY USEFUL
T0O US IF THINGS DETERIORATE HERE OR IN THE GULF.

THE PRESIDENT’S INITIAL MESSAGE BEGAN THAT PROCESS -- NOT
BECAUSE OF TS CONTENT BUT PRECISELY BECAUSE 1T WAS PERSONAL.

1.4(c)

A PERSONAL RESPONSE FROM THE PRESIDENT [2

DECLASSIFIED IN PART
PER E.O. 13526
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IMMED I ATE SEeRer
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM

PAGE 02 OF 92
el |GNORES THE RHETORIC. ACKKOWLEDGES (WITHOUT
NECESSARILY AGREEING TO) HUSSEIN'S CONCERNS, AND RESPONDS TO
SOME PART OF THIS APPEAL WOULD, | AM CONVINCED, PAY HUGE
DIVIDENDS FOR THE FUTURE

THE LETTER MENTIONS TWO PROBLEMS THE PRESIDENT MIGHT
ADDRESS: ONE 1S THE NAVAL BLOCKADE, AND HERE THE PRESIDENT
MIGHT SIMPLY SAY HE HAS DIRECTED THE NAVY TO TAKE CARE TO
ENSURE --WITHIN THE STRUCTURE OF OUR INTERDICTION EFFORT --
THAT NO EGREGIOUS HARM IS DONE TO JORDANIAN IMPORTS AND
EXPORTS. THAT COULD ALSO HELP FORESTALL A JORDANIAN APPEAL
AGAINST INTERDICTION TO THE UN.

THE OTHER PROBLEM IS EXPENSE OF THE DISPLACED PERSONS FROM
IRAQ/KUWAIT. JORDAN'S CASE IS VERY STRONG: $50 MILLION OR SO
PAID OUT, AND LESS THAN 16 PERCENT OF THAT AMOUNT RECEIVED FROM
ABROAD. IF THERE 1S SOME DISCRETIONARY MONEY ($16-15 MILLION)
WHICH THE PRESIDENT COULD MAKE AVAILABLE NOW, THE APPRECIATION
WOULD GREATLY EXCEED THE OUTLAY.

BOTH OF THE ABOVE WOULD BE BEST, BUT EITHER WOULD BE
USEFUL HERE.

WARM REGARDS, [
END TEXT

DECL: OADR

#9225
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7])3&: Restrictionﬁ 7

09. Cable ' To White House 11/3/90 | (b)(1)
Re: To Mr. Brent Scowcroft (11 pp.) ‘ ‘

‘7C70Ilection:7

Record Group:  Bush Presidential Records

| Office: Scowcroft, Brent, Collection
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PRT. SCOWCROFT “ty,, -
SIT. [ IN FILE SIT

<PREC> IMMEDIATE <CLAS> -SEGREF <DTG> 6411332 NOV 986

‘1 4(c)

T0 THE WHITE HOUSE

S—f—t—R—-E—F0411337 NOV 98 [

WHITE HOUSE FOR DELIVER TO MR. BRENT SCOWCROFL

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR NATIONAL SECURITY
AFFAIRS, THE WHITE HOUSE

0 6411177 NOV 98 IVYH LFF1 IFF4

11 4(c)
L

TO THE WHITE HOUSE
LEM
S E E R E ; rA(c)

‘11 4(c)
|

BEGIN TEXT:
BRENT:

FURTHER TO THE KING'S LETTER, | BELIEVE THE RIGHT KIND OF
RESPONSE WILL BRING GREAT BENEFITS. THE KING WILL NOT DO A
U-TURN ON POLICY. BUT REESTABLISHING THE STRENGTH OF THE
PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE PRESIDENT COULD BE VERY USEFUL
TO US IF THINGS DETERIORATE HERE OR IN THE GULF.

THE PRESIDENT’'S INITIAL MESSAGE BEGAN THAT PROCESS -- NOT
BECAUSE OF ITS CONTENT BUT PRECISELY BECAUSE 1T WAS PERSONAL.

1.4(c)

A PERSONAL RESPONSE FROM THE PRESIDENT [*¢

DECLASSIFIED IN PART
PER E.O. 13526

SEGREF IO ety
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MMED I ATE SECRET-
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM

PAGE 82 OF 62
B4 |GNORES THE RHETORIC. ACKKOWLEDGES (WITHOUT
NECESSARILY AGREEING TO) HUSSEIN'S CONCERNS, AND RESPONDS TO
SOME PART OF THIS APPEAL WOULD, | AM CONVINCED, PAY HUGE
DIVIDENDS FOR THE FUTURE

THE LETTER MENTIONS TWO PROBLEMS THE PRESIDENT MIGHT
ADDRESS: ONE IS THE NAVAL BLOCKADE, AND HERE THE PRESIDENT
MIGHT SIMPLY SAY HE HAS DIRECTED THE NAVY TO TAKE CARE TO
ENSURE --WITHIN THE STRUCTURE OF OUR INTERDICTION EFFORT --
THAT NO EGREGIOUS HARM IS DONE TO JORDANIAN IMPORTS AND
EXPORTS. THAT COULD ALSO HELP FORESTALL A JORDANIAN APPEAL
AGAINST INTERDICTION TO THE UN

THE OTHER PROBLEM 1S EXPENSE OF THE DISPLACED PERSONS FROM
IRAQ/KUWAIT. JORDAN'S CASE IS VERY STRONG: $50 MILLION OR SO
PAID OUT, AND LESS THAN 18 PERCENT OF THAT AMOUNT RECEIVED FROM
ABROAD. IF THERE 1S SOME DISCRETIONARY MONEY ($18-15 MILLION)
WHICH THE PRESIDENT COULD MAKE AVAILABLE NOW, THE APPRECIATION
WOULD GREATLY EXCEED THE OUTLAY.

BOTH OF THE ABOVE WOULD BE BEST, BUT EITHER WOULD BE
USEFUL HERE.
WARM REGARDS, [*
END TEXT
DECL: OADR
56225
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PRT: SCOWCROFT
SIT: PRIVACY IN FILE SIT

<PREC> IMMEDIATE <CLAS> -SECREF- <OSRI> [*’"3’ <DTG> 2315292 OCT 90

r.4(c)

<TO>TO THE WHITE HOUSE S0y e,
x5l

<TEXT>ZEM = G 4 3’;”

SE—E6RE—F 2315292 OCT 90 PRIVACY CHANNELS Z® X2

‘1-4(c) “2eojo-0T03-MR 5

WHITE HOUSE PLEASE ENVLOPE AND DELIVER TO MR. BRENT &

SCOWCROFT, ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR NATIONAL e
SECURITY AFFAIRS, THE WHITE HOUSE.

0 2315182 OCT 90

|M@

TO THE WHITE HOUSE
ZEM

6P FHFCRE-TF VIA PRIVACY CHANNELS
[1-4(c)

BRENT :

I DELIVERED THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER TO THE KING OCTOBER 23.
HE READ IT THROUGH CAREFULLY. "I AM MOVED AND TOUCHED," HE SAID

WITH SOME EMOTION, THEN REPEATED THOSE WORDS. "THIS IS SO
APPRECIATED, " HE SAID, FOLDING THE LETTER AND PUTTING IT IN HIS
POCKET. "OUR LONG RELATIONSHIP HAS NOT BEEN FOR NOTHING." HE

WENT ON TO SAY THAT, OF COURSE, THERE WERE MANY DETAILS WHICH
HE WOULD HAVE TO CONSIDER BEFORE RESPONDING; BUT HE WOULD RESPOND
AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE THROUGH THIS CHANNEL.

THERE WAS NO MISTAKING THAT THE KING WAS DEEPLY AFFECTED,
NOT SO MUCH, IT SEEMED, BY THE CONTENTS OF THE LETTER AS BY THE
FACT THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD WRITTEN SO PERSONALLY AND DIRECTLY.
BELEAGURED AS HE IS, THIS WAS OBVIOUSLY VERY WELCOME.

WARM REGARDS, ROGER.

DECL OADR DRV HUM 4-82.
#0821

<SECT>SECTION: 01 OF 01 <SSN> 0821 <TOR> 901023115443 MSG000277991683

DECLASSIFIED IN PART
PER E.O. 13526

Lo(o-oT02-MR

MM h/lo/?_olL
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 19, 1990

Mr, President:

lHHere is the King Hussein interview
you requested.

=

Brent Scowcroft

Attachment



By JUDITHMILLER
SFUIR 0 L New Yorn Tunes

AMMAN, Jordan, OcL 5 — Hes'
rhain-smoking again, and says it is
impssible to sleep more than feur
hours @ mght. To reneve the pres.
sure, n@ has taken (o r1ding around
his palace on a BMW motarcycle
While his eves can sparkle at
times he looks at other 1imes as if
he is carrying the cares of 200 mul-
lon Arabs on his shouiders.

Since wre Parsian Guif crisis
bepan, King Hussein of Jordan nas
traveied more than 50,000 mues
and met with 15 leaders to averta
war nat he warns would be cata-
struphic net only {or his country,
but 4iso for this region and the
Fest
‘With or without war nothing
will retum to what it was,” the
King =ays. " This will e an areyq of
turmoil uniess people face up ic tne
need lo create new dreams and
new real'ties,”

Missed Opportunities

Now, after 10 weeks he says that
wiar may be imminent, Jespite
statements in Wasthingion indicai-
g hat there are stuill montks of
wailing to see if the economic sanc-
tons avainst Fresident Saddam
Hussetnof Irag will work.

il war comes, the Jordamusn
King says. it will be partly because
of a fathire Dy President Bush and

DU T

King Hussein of Jordan said war might be imminent.

other Western leaders io respund
moume to signals {rein the iraqr
leader, soon aiter the Kuwar inva-
sion. that he was ready 0 with-
draw ‘rom most of the ocrupied
terntory

The 54-year-old King, now in hus
3&th year on the throne, says that
he believes a peaceflul end to the
Kuwait dispute 18 possibie, but onty

if there 19 a greater willingness to
cuompromise by the United States
and tts Arab ailies, and what he
cailed ‘an end to the current em-
bargo on diaiogue.’

“A dialogue across the airwaves
1s not constructive,”” he saic. If di-
plomacy fails, he saia. his conver-
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Mideast Tensions: A Talk With a Weary King

Jordanian Talks of Chances Missed
And Trust Betrayed in Kuwait Crisis

Continued Frem Puge Al

convinced him  that the Iraqgi
would night.

“1f 1t's a question of humiliation
and surrender, it wor't work,” the
King said. “Capitulation I8 unac-
ceptable.””

Back at Nadwa, his yellow gran-
e palace in downtown Amman,
(he King continues his diplomutic
campaign with King Haasun 11 of
Morocco and  President  Chadli
Benjedid of Algena, sending let-
ters and messages back and torth
between Baghdad and other Arab
capttuls planning his next moves

In a series of interviews over the

weekend, he spoke at 'ength ubout hig
e!forts 1o prevent and later 10 contawn
the Pecsian Galf crisis, the first ime
he has given a full public accounting
of hus actions.

He disclosed that on Aug. 2, the day
of tne Iraqt invasion of Kuwait, he
rud been given 48 hours by President
Bush to skcure a commitment from
President Hussain (o withdraw s
troops. He said that President Hus-
sein had promised to begin pulling out
toups if the Arab League did not con-
demn him, something {t did do, which
he sald. led to the collapse of his early
efforts

The King's mood, often frustrated
and angry, was lightened by occa-
sional bursts of humor as he mused
about happier times, or watched the
latest news an CNN. At one point, hia
spirits  darkenmg, he spoke of
thaughts of resigning from & job that
inany regard among (he most dan-
gerous .n the Middle East, thoughts
he suid he has since put firmly out of
lus mind.

A Favored Land .
Now Qut of Favor

Jordan was once rexarded by the
Cnited States and other Western
countrics as the most dependable of
the Arab nations, Now, King Husseln
showed his distress at the way he and
his country have heen criticized since
the start of (he crisis by the United
States and its aliles. They have de-
plored what they regard as his hedg-
ing un condemning the lraqi lavasion,
a stand thut the harshest critics say
comes close to condoning Baghdad's
action.

What made his isolation particu-
larly stressful, he says, s that he and
pi»sident Bush ute friends of long
standing. And he went out of his way
not to assail the United Siates. He
was more critical of his former Arab,
allies.

Of all Arab leaders, King Hussein
said, President Hosni Mubarak of
E gvpt hus disappointed him the most.
The King said he had helped bring
£.uypt back mnto the Arab fald, after
its peace treaty with lsrael in 1979,
but that the mpve seemed not to have
assuaged S#ptian anger al having
heen excluded 1n the first place. At a
Catro sumimit meeting m August, the
King satd he had the {celing that Mr.
Mubarak was “trying lo pay back
traq for having led the campalgn
agamst Egypt.”

Mr. Mubarak has been bitter in
wurn at President Hussein for deceiv-
ing him before the lnvasion of Ku-

V walt, by telling him that he would not

\,

take military action

The King repeatedly emphasuized
hat Jurdan nas supported all the
United Natous Security Counci reso-
utions on Kuwait. He has, however,
opposed the presence of American
torces in Saudi Arabia, something e
said was acither antu-Western oor
pro-lragi.

"1 am pro-peace,’” he declared. "'l
have backed nobody except my con-
science and the interests of ail in
pence and security i this region.”

Nevertheless, in the Interviews, he
praised Mr_Busegin as "Ttriend and
anew {Gracwon 1n Arab polities.”

WHen he was asked if he believed
that President Hussein, his namesake,
hut no relation, was justified in hav- "\
mg mvaded part or ai} of Kuwait, he \

Mr. Mubarak that the Iragi leaser
had also warned that he “voiid not
raspond positively to threats oroin-
uinidation.”

Conciliatory Words
From lragi Quoted

The Arab Leagne forcign minisrers
were meetng in Cairy, and, the

saidd, Saddam Hussein sugpected that

the mimisters might call {or fore:an
involvement, “'Let us nol scraich
euch other's eyes ol the Kieg
quuted the Irag) leacer as saying L
things g0 that way. we may sy s
wait s part of Irag and arney .

Furly the next mormng, Aug. 3, the

seamed momentarily uncomfortable ¢ King flew te Baghdad, where he {uund

"1 honestly can’t tell, but given d’e
leadership of Saddam Hussemn, |
know 1t was riot easy,”” he replied. “)
can't jusufy or condone. but the rya-
son must have been pretty subalan-
ual to have had It happen. Bottrsides,
1 tear, gradually succumbed o a con-
spiracy theory about th er.”

—

Quashing Rumors
Of Lust {or Land

The King seemed especially eager
to rebut a conspiracy theory that has
galned wide credence In Arab circles
since the invasion, that Iraq, Jordan
and Yemen had been eyeing Kuwait
and Saudl Arabia for themselves, and
had been planning for months before
the invasion (0 divide up the oil-
producing area among themselves.

According 10 these accounts, lrag
would have taken Kuwalt, securing
its long-sought free access (0 the
Perstan Gulf; Yemen would get part
of disputed Saud) territory, and King
Hussein, who 1s revered as a 33d-gen-
eration descendant of the prophet Mo-
hammed, would be restored (o his
family's traditional role as custodian
of Islam’'s most sacred sites in Saudi
Arabin.

He suid jordan wanted nothing but
peace, and had bot been forewarned
about the Iraqi invasion.

The King argued, however, that the
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait could have
been prevented through astute Arab
diplamacy, and that American forces
would not have beea needed if the- .
Arabs bad énough time to resolve the

pmemlm
And, he said, the Unit tes'

decision o send forces to the Seudi
desert was taken before the Riya
Government  formally  request
them and, he said, seemed ultimately
intended not to defend Saudi Arabia
but to destroy President Husseln.

According to the King's account

ecefved an agreement frop-Prest-
deim.Bush, in a tel conversa-
tion wilhin'bours of the Iragi inva-
sion, that he would be given 48 hours
to secure a commitment from Mr.
Hussein to withdraw his troops. The
King sald the commitment was glven
while he was meeting In Alexandria,
Egypt, with Mr. Mubarak.

The King said he told the American
and Eygptian leaders that he had
talked to Prestdent Hussein by phone
before flying to Egypt and that the
Iraq had said he was planning to be-
fin withdrawing from Kuwait withln
days. “Within a week we'll be gone.”
the King quoted President Hussein as
saying. The King told Mr. Bush and

President Husseln “fine and nieres me-
taxed than an my previous visit’ six
days eurlier The lram leader, he
said, reiterated that he was wailting to
witharaw {rom most of Xuw it = %
actly to where be did not say - aind te
discuss other grievances at a uceung
of heads of goverament n Jidda vn
Sunday, provided the Arab Lcague
Jid not condemn him or cail for for-
cign mtervention,

Tre King retumed to Amman laier
that day. confldent rhat agreement
was possihle, but ne 3mid he was -
avle to get cither King Fuhd or Presi-
dent Mubarak on the phone. While
still watting to convey the results of
the Baghdad meetng, he said, he
learned that Egypt had just cou
demned fraq's fnvasion, and that the
Arab League was preparing 1o iske
similar nction that night

King Hussein said he stil! diG not
understand why his initlative was un-
dermined. But the condemnationg
dached hopes of an earty peaceful

‘resolution Lo the crisis, he sad, add-

ing “'Suddenly, it waa all torn apart.””
From the King's versicn of the
crisis, an extraordinary picture
emerged of the world of Arab pohitics
— a mubeu of secrets and conspiras
cles; of lies and treachery; of humui-
ations for him and uther, poorer
Arabs; of duplicity, revenge ind
broken promises, and of dashed
hopes that, he said, had brought hirm
to consider reslgnation. .
“When you look beyond this,” Ae
askod, "'what 1s there for us? I'm
proud of what ['ve done in Jordun, tan

vithe region tself is siting o a ume

bomb. Sa before the crisis, | wus
thinking of quitiing. ) won't quit in the
middle of this. But I'll never be a tar-
den to my country.”

When Baghdad
Decided to Strike

Ranging back and forth through tus
expeniences in recent weeks, the King
shed fresh light on other aspects uf
the criuts.

Among other things, he 3uid, aiter
the wvasion Mr. Hussein had told lum
that he had decided only lure i July
that military action was necessary
The King said the [rag) leader fad
told hun that he had decided 10 cewze
1 of Kuwait, Instead of the purt <f
1e terrtory long in dispute, because
he expec the United States to ¢
fend (e chelkdom with torce, and de-
lievex! he would be in stronger posis
ton pulitarsly and politically :f he
could eventually withdraw 1o a point

i,
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American troops unloading a Bradley Fighting Vehicle of the First Cavalry Division at a Saudi port.

that left lraw_m the dlsput}m_'ﬂ-
tory onlp— N N
_ThE King said Saddam Hussein also
{61d him that he never intended to in-
vade Saudi Arabia, a threat that was
sriginally cited by the United States
in sending troops there.

Furthermore, the King said, Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher had told
1im, during a meeting at her country
egidence, that the United States
‘roops were “‘halfway to Saud! Ara-
jia” before they were formally re
juested. The King sald he had con-

\

mbg:d this later through whalhe
W as his own sources. -7
The King of this small country,
Nanked on three-sides by-fraq, 1srael
wmd Saudi Arabia, seemed most agi-
ated when expressing the view that
he invasion could have been prevent-

.

Ou at least five occasions since the
.nd of the Iran-lraq war in 1938, he
jaid, he had unsuccessfully tried to
wersuads Kuwait directly or through
ulf intermediaries to resolve the
‘nancial and territorialdisputes with
3aghdad that he said triggered the in-
;asion. Saddam Hussein also made
epeated, unsuccessful attempts, be

»ald.

He said he first became concerned
\bout an escalation of the dispute five
nonths ago, at the end of May, at an
\rab summit meeting in Blth_ad. i

“We had a closed meetin m'ha
vas very frank,” the King sa 5
lent Hussein warned that, h
‘{dden country was being
vy economic warfare waged by s,
yrothers” among Arab leaders, and..
hat these leaders seemed Indifferent

t&(]n volveme

with othef Arab

3e relath

ry,” he said

ill be aimed at the
He ridiculed the
nfusing the pu
‘aq after ma

V! supplying|
m with army’and proclal

ing him a

political worke annol
with the reorientation'Qf the
course of the foreign is
v,/ he said.

Evegeny Kogan, a deputy from Est

to the fact that Irag had protected
them and their people with *‘the blood
of Iraqis” during the just-concluded

' war with Iran.

Saddam Hussein had already tried
to resolve the border issue during the
Itan-lraq war, the King said. Kuwait
and Iraq had formed severai differ-
ert levels of joint commissions (o re-
solve it, but with no success.

A Volatile Mixture:

) Oil and Outrage

The King's “second jolt" came
when he learned that Iraq's Foreign
Minister, Tariq Aziz, had seat a
scathing public memorandum to the
Arab League on July 15 accusing Ku-
wait of violating 1ts oflproduction
quotas and of stealing Iraqi oul from
the Rumaila field, which the two
countries shared. Termble conse-
quences might result, Mr. Aziz
warned,

In retrospect, neither Kuwait nor
Saudi Arabia scemed te have trusted
him, the King said. But he added that
relations with Kuwait had never been
easy.An assistant to the King de-
scribed his visits to Jaber alAhmed

" al-Sabah, the Kuwaitt Emir, for dis-

cussions of financial matters, as a
“tincup excercise,” and said that
they had become increasingly humilt-

. ati

ng.
" By 1888, the gulf states had stopped
making payments that had continued
for 10 years under a-1978 pledge to
support Arab countries threatened by
Israel Some had not made fuil pay-
ments. Jordan had a $6 billion deticit.
After 1988, the payments abrupuy

ended. “They were putting the:
. squeeze on us and ! realized we were

going 1o have severe internal prob-
lems,”’ the King said. - 2

In the spring of 1989, as he had
feared, severe food rioting erupted in,
Jordan. Kuwait ulumately paid Jor-
dan a modest sum, for which the King
said he was grateful,

He said his final effort to warn Ku-
wait about the patential’ cunse-
quences of its deteriorating relation-
ship with Iraq came late in July. On
July 29, he vistted Mr. Hussein in
Bughdad.

“They were bitter,”" the King re-
called, speaking of the Iragis. They
recalled with fury, for example, that
after Iranian-backed terrorists had
tried 10 assassinate the Emir, “Iraq
had blasted irun with everything they
had — ground to ground missiles, the
works.”” 1ran had retaliated, causing
1,500 civilian casualities, but Kuwait

would not write off Its debt, or end the ¢
border dispute, or stop stealing oil

“I reahzed then that the siuation §
was really very serious,’” the ¥ing A
said. "1 knew they were hurung.
badly. The atmosphere was terse; !
the troops were on the border.” e

On July 30, the King wvisited the !
Emir in Kuwait and expressed hope,' !
that a special meeting in Jidda be-» |
tween Kuwait and Irag, scheduled to |
open the next day, would succeed. #fr
And he warnied that the meeting was 'k
critical )

“1 pleaded with themn,” he said.
“They were warm and cordial, we
usually so. But there was no commit-
mﬁnx. just hopes thal it would not
{ail.” "

A View of Doom - ‘f
In Soldiers’ Eyes ;

Before boarding his plane, he said, - &
he had & premomuon. "1 looked ab), 8
some Kuwaiti soidiers on the tarmas &
I suddenly had a deep sense of sad- i
ness. Sometimes, leaders’ failures §
can cost these youny, people’s livea.”” K

On the plane back to Jordan, the... {4
King said his aides told him that they, ~ 3
t00, had failed to detect true concers }4
in their meetngs with the Kuwaitd
Foreign Minister. “They said their .
Constitution does not permit us 1o *
give up an inch of territory. We won't
give in. If they attack us, we would
call the Americans.” The Kuwaills’ .
only concern, the King said he wus
tcld, seemed to be that relying on .
American military backing wouid be . 1
“embarrassing’ because of Amer-
jcan support for israel..

He said he had learned of the invas
sion at 8 A-M. on Aug. 2, when King ..
Fahd telephoned hfm and urged him
to call Suddam Hussein and ask tha
Iraqi leader to withdraw to the dis-
puted territory. “It's all Kuwat's.
fault,” King Hussein said, quoting +
King Fahd. ‘““They would be this ada- -
mant. They've brought this aboui ™ .

The King spoke to Kug Fahdd
rarely after that. On Aug. €, he Saudl |
ruler invited ‘friendly forces’’ to as-
sist in his country’s defense. The next |
day, the he sent an envuy 1o assure
King Hussein that relations berween
Riyadh and Baghdad were [ine, that
there was no evidence of a hostle
Iraqi buildup on the burder, and that
despite ,American asseruons, there
was no truth to reports that [raq
,plunned to invade Saudi Avabia,
Later that night, the presence ol 1 S
forces in the Saudi desert wuas an-
nounced. !

- e
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SFOP—3RERRF/ SENSITIVE/EYES ONLY October 22, 1990

VIA BACK CHANNEL @
FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS
THE WHITE HOUSE

FOR: HONORABLE ROGER HARRISON
AMERICAN AMBASSADOR
AMMAN

EYES ONLY FOR THE AMBASSADOR

The attached message to King Hussein was written personally
by the President. Jim Baker has read it. You should deliver the
message directly to King Hussein. Do not, repeat, not make any
copies. Do not communicate with State in any way concerning this
message. If you have any response, comments, observations, etc.,
communicate them directly to me through this channel. I will
ensure that Baker is fully informed.

BEGIN TEXT (Copy attached letter)
END TEXT
Warm regards,

o=

Brent Scowcroft

FOR—SECREP/SENSITIVE/EYES ONLY

DECLASSIFIED
PER E.O. 13526

2ol10-0104~MR
1/5 |20 MM
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EN N October 22, 1990

VIA BACK CHANNEL //15::>
FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS
THE WHITE HOUSE

FOR: HONORABLE ROGER HARRISON
AMERICAN AMBASSADOR
AMMAN

EYES ONLY FOR THE AMBASSADOR

The attached message to King Hussein was written personally
by the President. Jim Baker has read it. You should deliver the
message directly to King Hussein. Do not, repeat, not make any
copies. Do not communicate with State in any way concerning this
message. If you have any reésponse, comments, observations, etc.,
communicate them directly to me through this channel. I will
ensure that Baker is fully informed.

BEGIN TEXT (Copy attached letter)
END TEXT

Warm regards,

=

Brent Scowcroft

DECLASSIFIED
PER E.O. 13526
Q010 - 0764- MR

scs 115014
EN VE/EYE NLY
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VIA BACK CHANNEL

FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS
THE WHITE HOUSE

FOR: HONORABLE ROGER HARRISON
AMERICAN AMBASSADOR
AMMAN

EYES ONLY FOR THE AMBASSADOR

The attached message to King Hussein was written personally
by the President. Jim Baker has read it. You should deliver the
message directly to King Hussein. Do not, repeat, not make any
copies. Do not communicate with the-Department in any way
concerning this message. If you have any response, comments,
observations, etc., communicate them directly to me through this
channel. I will ensure that Baker is fully informed.

BEGIN TEXT (Copy attached letter)

END TEXT

Warm regards,

Brent Scowcroft
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