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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

SUBJECT: Luncheon Meeting Between the President and
Yevgeniy Primakov, Member of the USSR
Security Council

PARTICIPANTS: The President
Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

Yevgeniy Primakov, Member of the USSR
Security Council

DATE, TIME May 31, 1991, 12:00 - 1:00pm
AND PLACE: Oval Office
Mr. Primakov: The situation is truly critical. Gorbachev has

reaffirmed his dedication to economic reform. Do not
underestimate Pavlov. He 1is trying very hard, but he is not a
politician, and sometimes he makes ill-considered statements.

)

The Moiseyev visit was well received. He is not sophisticated,
but he understood you. (&)

What we need now is large-scale assistance. The issue is taking
on strategic importance. Mikhail Gorbachev has named me as the
coordinator of the assistance. Yavlinskiy is able, but he wasn’t
involved at the beginning. He works for me. Don’t overestimate
him -- he is a bit immature. He works on instructions he got
from Gorbachev. (&1

We (Yavlinskiy and Primakov) must get together, and not have
competing plans. We will use the result of Yavlinsky’s work in

Boston as an "overlay" on our basic plan. (37

We want you to come to a summit. (&)

The President: We want to if we can only hammer out our
differences on arms control. (3

The Economic Summit is a more complicated issue. We have to work
it out so that Gorbachev doesn’t ask, then go away empty-handed.

(89

Yeltsin says what many want to hear. (3]
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The question is which comes first: reform or aid. We are broke
right now, more or less. I have to be able to go to our Treasury
and the IMF and present something which is economically feasible.

)

We will also have a big problem with your defense spending. That
will be a big issue with our conservatives. (He mentions a chart
used at Malta.) (&)

(The President then describes the views on defense budget by the
U.S. and by the Soviet military.)

You get great credit for Eastern Europe, etc., and for the
historic and dramatic changes you have undertaken. &)

Mr. Primakov: Yeltsin is not a serious political figure, but he
is a fact. We are trying hard to work with him. ()

We need to stop aid to Cuba, but it would be a disaster to
associate it with western aid. (&)

The President: Who would it be a disaster for? (2)

Mr. Primakov: How much of a disaster will depend on how well the
economy is doing. Now people are saying we have gotten nothing
from the West, or internally, from our new course. For example
we walked away from a huge infrastructure we built in East
Germany. (2

For us the Baltics are a problem. Gorbachev rejects the use of
force.

Those who don’t accept 9+1 must accept five principles:

- A single monetary unit

= Fixed contributions to the center

= A single court system

- No internal customs

= Single price for fixed-price products

If they won’t play by these rules, we would have to try to find
something else, for example, trading at world prices. There also
may be a reward for signers. (&)

Gorbachev has said that relations with the U.S. are a #1
priority, so your respect has great importance for us. =9

The Balts must understand they have no economic niche in Europe.
They also want to cut their economic ties as if nothing much
changed. The borders of Lithuania, for example, are now an
issue. (&)

so this is a complicated issue. We feel some in the U.S. are
turning their backs on us. (&)
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The President: (Discussed the attractiveness of Yeltsin vs.
Gorbachev.) (3}

Mr. Primakov: We are now doing things right. We are now
following the law. The basic contradiction between us and the
U.S. is that right now we cannot fully abandon all administrative
methods. We need to move to a market economy, but our transition
requires some levers. Our people won’t use initiative -- they
wait to be told. (&)

The President: There is a perception here that the military
establishment is pressuring Gorbachev to yield. [§29]

Mr. Primakov: The reality is more complex. At the last
(Communist Party) Plenum the conservatives wanted to take over.
They were defeated in their efforts. As an institution, the
military supports Gorbachev, but not Yeltsin. If the military
and conservative establishments combine, then that is a problem.

)

Gorbachev will not come to London and ask for $100 billion. (&}

The President: I have a question on CFE. Gorbachev signed a
treaty. Then we think the military made Gorbachev pull back from
the treaty, and are resisting it. (%)

Mr. Primakov: They couldn’t openly be against a treaty, no. The
militaries talk much about asymmetries: NATO, but no Warsaw
Pack, etc. But nobody wants to stop arms control and reductions.
We will reduce our military expenditures. 9
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 OA/ID Number:

" MR Case #:

Su bjéctfritle of Document

7 Réstfiction o

9/24/91 (b)(1)

Memcons/Telcons (January - December) 1991 [2]

 91156-007
Appeal Case #:
Appeal Disposition:
Disposition Date:

MR Disposition:

- MR Disposition Date:
RESTRICTION CODES

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

(b)(1) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]
(b)(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an
agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

(b)(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

(b)(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial
information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

(b)(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA|

(b)(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

(b)(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]

(b)(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

22-Sep-1991 09:58 ED

UNCLASSIFIED
MEMORANDUM FOR:
David C. Gompert ( GOMPERT )
Betty A. Marshall ( MARSHALL )
FROM: Dona F. Proctor
(PROCTOR)
SUBJECT: BS/Kohl Notes

The General needs his notes from the Kohl meeting for use during a
phone call. Please return them to me. Thanks.

CC: Wilma G. Hall ( HALL )

September 23, 1991 8:13am

Per your request.

bam
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION
SUBJECT : Meeting with Prime Minister Bielecki of
Poland
PARTICIPANTS: The President

Robert M. Gates, Assistant to the President
and Deputy for National Security Affairs

Jan Krzysztof Bielecki, Prime Minister
Ewa Piwowar, General Director, Office of
Council of Ministers

DATE, TIME September 11, 1991, 2:00 p.m.
AND PLACE: Oval Office

Prime Minister Bielecki: We need a long-term American commitment
to Poland. I heard your speech to the Polish Parliament in 1989.
I was a back bencher then. (U)

The President: Did you ever dream you would be in this job? (U)

Prime Minister Bielecki: 1I’ve always had the slogan "make it
happen." I will try to do my best. We must go forward with a
belief in fundamental principles. (U)

The President: We will stay with you. We have this constant
drain on our treasuries. I will ask you to open the discussion
in the broader meeting. We need our experts to hear your
priorities. Give my best to Lech Walesa. How is his health?
(U)

Prime Minister Bielecki: He plays table tennis. He tries to
stay in shape. I remember your last phone call to him. I
recommended that he call you. He was very happy with your
expression, "my friend." (@)

The President: With all this turmoil, it is important to stay in
touch. I just talked to Secretary Baker in Moscow. He met with
Gorbachev and Yeltsin, and the sessions are going well. We want
them working together. They don’t need more disorder. One
resulting problem would possibly be many refugees. )

Prime Minister Bielecki: We don’t want to become a special zone
for refugees between the EC and Russia. We hope that the
compromise between Gorbachev and Yeltsin will last. Gorbachev
does not understand the new challenge after the coup, even when
he tries. When we met and the discussion turned to questions of
transition and the economic aspects, he couldn’t understand me.

)

SECREF
Declassify on: OADR
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The President: He clearly doesn’t understand the fundamentals of
the market and of freedom that he is learning. He has done
marvelous things. It is important that they work cooperatively
and not fight over controls. Baker says they seem to be going
down the right path together. @

Prime Minister Bielecki: It is necessary for our security, even
if it only lasts a few months. 979)

The President: Then what? (U)

Prime Minister Bielecki: I think the 15 republics will turn into
totally independent sovereign states. No one can stop this.

They want their own currency, and it will be very difficult for
them to work out economic cooperation. Eighty percent of
production has been planned in Moscow. I had an interesting
discussion last Saturday with the Ukrainian Foreign Minister.

His visit to Poland was his first visit abroad, and he asked full
recognition and diplomatic relations. We decided to go forward
and will soon establish diplomatic relations. Also, it is my
opinion that the Ukrainian leaders and people feel they must
become sovereign with flags and an army and so forth. And only
then can they discuss association. The same is true with Russia,
Moldova, Kazakhstan, and so on. An example of what is possible
is Korea, particularly for the Kazakhs. What worries even them
is the implication of 15 independent countries. Then in Russia
there will be the demand for the autonomous republics to seek
rights for themselves, resources and o0il and so forth. 1If they
are independent, they will say the o0il is ours. An economic
disaster is very possible. I spent a year in the USSR. The
wintertime is very tough. I can’t imagine what it will be like
this winter. I am afraid about it. Seven hundred thousand
Russians come to Poland every month. Most of them leave. They
bring vodka. We confiscated 65,000 bottles in July alone. If
they sell two bottles of vodka, they get a month’s salary in the
USSR. It’s cheaper than Polish vodka. (2)

Your personal attitude toward Poland is so important. It’s
more important than NATO and the other issues. Of first
importance, is the presence of the United States to achieve a
good example for the rest. When you came in 1989, you were the
one country pioneering the process. )

The President: We will stay involved, we are interested, we want

to promote the market, we want your success, and we have to help.
Poland is a good example. (&)

-—- END OF CONVERSATION --
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION
SUBJECT: Meeting with Prime Minister Bielecki of
Poland
PARTICIPANTS: The President

Robert M. Gates, Assistant to the President
and Deputy for National Security Affairs

Jan Krzysztof Bielecki, Prime Minister
totherr- £ wae //L\Jowaf gﬁwen,( Dir‘cc;f‘or/
O‘FACL #F CcMu/ of— M;M'ffcf:r
DATE, TIME September 11, 1991, 2:00 p.m.
AND PLACE: Oval Office

Prime Minister Bielecki: We need a long-term American commitment

to Poland. I heard your speech to the Polish Parliament in 1989.
I was a back bencher then.zgig’(bh)

The President: Did you ever dream you would be in this job? (]&)

Prime Minister Bielecki: 1I’ve always had the slogan "make it
happen."™ I will try to do my best We must go forward with a
belief in fundamental pr1n01pa¢s (“)

The President: We will stay w1th you. We have this constant
drain on our treasuries. I will ask you to open the discussion

in the broader meeting. We need our experts to hear your
priorities. Give my best to Lech Walesa. How is his health? Céﬂ

Prime Minister Bielecki: He plays table tennis. He tries to

stay in shape. I remember your last phone call to him. I
recommended that he call you. He was very happy with your
expression, "my friend." Cﬂd

Tée President: With all this turmoil, it is important to stay in

touch. I just talked to Secretary Baker in Moscow. He met with

-SHECREP-
Declassify on: OADR
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Gorbachev and Yeltsiq)and the sessions are going well. We want
them working together. They don’t need more disorder. One
resulting problem would possibly be many refugees. Cﬁ?

Prime Minister Bielecki: We don’t want to become a special zone
for refugees between the EC and Russia. We hope that the
compromise between Gorbachev and Yeltsin will last. Gorbachev

does not understand the new challenge after the coup, even when

he tries. When we met and the discussion turned to questions of
transition and the economic aspects, he couldn’t understand me. Cﬂg

The President: He clearly doesn’t understand the fundamentals of

the market and of freedom that he is learning. He has done
marvelous things. It is important that they work cooperatively
and not fight over controls. Baker says they seem to be going
down the right path together. Cz?

Prime Minister Bielecki: It is necessary for our security, even

if it only lasts a few months. Cﬂd

The President: Then what? C “J

Prime Minister Bielecki: I think the 15 republics will turn into

totally independent sovereign states. No one can stop this.

They want their own currency, and it will be very difficult for
them to work out economic cooperation. Eighty percent of
production has been planned in Moscow. I had an interesting
discussion last Saturday with the Ukrainian Foreign Minister.

His visit to Poland was his first visit abroad, and he asked full
recognition and diplomatic relations. We decided to go forward
and will soon establish diplomatic relations. Also, it is my
opinion that the Ukrainian leaders and people feel they must

become sovereign with flags and an army and so forth. And only

SEERET-
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then can they discuss association. The same is true with Russia,
Moldova, Kazakhstan, and so on. An example of what is possible
is Korea, particularly for the Kaza{g. What worries even them is
the implication of 15 independent countries. Then in Russia
there will be the demand for the autonomous republicf to seek
rights for themselves, resources and oil and so forth. If they
are independent, they will say the o0il is ours. An economic
disaster is very possible. I spent a year in the USSR. The
winte{/;ime is very tough. I can’t imagine what it will be 1like
this winter. I am afraid about it. Seven hundred thousand
Russians come to Poland every month. Most of them leave. They
bring vodka. We confiscated 65,000 bottles in July alone. If
they sell two bottles of vodka, they get a monthg salary in the

(#)

USSR. 1It’s cheaper than Polish vodkay,

our personal attitude

toward Poland is so important. It’s more important than NATO and
the other issues. Of first importance, is the presence of the
United States to achieve a good example for the rest. When you

, oW \ , Cz)
came in 1989, /we were the one country pioneering the process.
The President: We will stay involved, we are interested, we want

to promote the market, we want your success, and we have to help.

Poland is a good example. Cﬁ%

e Enid 7{ Conversaom — —
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THE PRESIDENT’S MEETING WITH SENATORS KASTEN, INOUYE AND LEAHY
September 10, 1991 -- 11:30 a.m.
Oval Office

Ps This is an important issue. We want to delay without
prejudice. Can work on vehicle scoring. Don’t want to get into
fight on settlements. I firmly believe we should move it down
the road to get the peace talks going. I know what the pressures
are. We won’t change on settlements but counterproductive to
debate that now. Thanks to Pat Leahy.

I: Appreciate this meeting. Time is of the essence. Surprised
at the news because I thought things were moving along. Have
given it much thought. Respectfully, I think you are wrong. But
I don’t wish to be partly responsible for unnecessary bloodshed.
But in our system there are many unknowns. Anyone can make an
amendment and this issue could get in to cong campaigns. We want
to work with you and I think maybe we can work it out. We should
explore possibilities. Wrong for either side to announce "to
hell with you" and plunge ahead. Ill will can last for years.
Need to try to work it out to avoid bloodshed and recriminations.

Pe Where do the leaders stand? They didn’t reject it with me.

K: You’re talking to the people who put together Desert Storm
Supplemental, Egypt debt. We all realize this is a different
issue. To vote this through against your opposition perhaps not
the thing to do. I disagree with your analysis, but we need to
look at this. Pat may be almost the only vote in subcommittee.

L We will know more after caucuses we are both having today.
Metz. said if we can work out something, he’d be the happiest man
in the Senate. 1If caucuses can turn lose-lose into win-win, we
are all better off. I am convinced we can come out of this with
a workable proposition. Every senator wants successful peace
conference. There will be absorption guarantees. Mr. President,
you can ask other countries to help. But debate now would be
wrong.

I: There are many who are hyped. US helped Jewish emigration.
Then we asked Israel to bite its tongue during Desert Storm. I
need more casualties than Syria and others. They have given up
territory in the past and didn’t object to E debt relief. When
do I get pat on the back. But I will work to avoid bloodshed.

P Easiest for me to say give them a check. But that’s not
best for peace. Issue is not whether we’re giving enough to
Israel. It is whether we have chance for peace. It is our
judgment -- all of us -- that nothing now would be detrimental to
peace process. I don’t want to debate settlements, who gets what
aid, etc. that is not beneficial to Israel or the peace process.
I don’t want to bring out what Shamir has told me on settlements.
Let’s get the peace conference going. This is almost as
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important as what is happening in Soviet Union. It would be
historic.

I: I have heard that authoritative people have said 120 days,
then support for the program and the scoring.

P: Not critical to support the exact program but support for
absorption aid.

K: Does referring to Ross talks with Shovel -- the six points.
Key is what will be your position in Jan. If we are going to
have a fight, is it better now or Jan?

B: Not now.

K: Better not at all. Some will say more Jews will want to
emigrate now. What is Administration position on package in Jan.
Scoring is important. Dave and I want to handle legislation so
that Israel, not US, pays for it.

P: Administration begins with a good record. But I won’t
promise $10 billion and good scoring.

L: There is a way. Won’t come up before end of month anyway.

I would hope that all sides willing to hold off a bit to see if
there are parameters which will allow it to be put off. If
people lock themselves in, we will be in trouble. Let’s use this
time to try to work something out. Israel’s economy is in
terrible shape. Maybe they can blame us for having to do what
they should. Let’s give it a chance. We lose nothing by trying
to work it out.

P: Let me read what we prepared to do (reads 6 points).

K: To understand scoring we have to look at legislation. It
also changes on 1 October. OMB does have some flexibility. But
key is point 2 -- no further delay. Should be language saying we
are not in the business of supporting settlements with the money.
What about linkage in.

P: I don’t want this used for settlements beyond green line.

K: Me neither. There are side statements each year. None of
us do.

P Good. But Shamir statements not that way. Tough to contain

myself about his comments. Sharon wagging this tail. Shamir put
his finger in my eye but I’m more interested in peace process. I
can take some hits -- but not too many.
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I: Your point is valid. We should try to generate moratorium.
Ask Jewish and others to cool it for 10 days while we try to work
something out.

L: (Discussion of vehicle) Best hope is that people work out
concerns saying this more complicated than we thought.

K: Will say we might push this off til Jan, will look at
scoring and other questions, hope no one puts amendment on
anything over next couple of weeks.

(Discussion about what to do or not do til Baker gets back.)
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

SUBJECT: Meeting with President Mitterrand of France
on July 13, 1989
PARTICIPANTS: The President DECLASS”:IED
Brent Scowcroft, Notetaker PER E.O. 13526
1LOlp~0530-MR
Francois Mitterrand, President MM yfalzetl

Jacques Attali, Notetaker
Christopher Thierry, Interpreter

DATE, TIME July 13, 1989,

AND PLACE: Elysee Palace, Paris

President Mitterrand: (Discusses decoré@éa@.) v’
The President: Is this your regular office? (U)

President Mitterrand: This is my ceremonial office. Mine is
next door. (U)

The President: The ceremony was moving and eloquent. I thought
it was beautifully done. (U)

President Mitterrand: Thank you. (U)

The President: Were the children and the others actors? (U)

President Mitterrand: The woman was an actress. (giscussion of -
the Trocadero performance) (U) -

I am receiving you here as President. I have that feeling of
mutual confidence. Without getting into domestic politics, I had
a good feeling for our relations when you were elected. That was

reinforced at Kennebunkport. I see you as more than the head of

a superpower. Please feel at home here. There are squabbles

about security and administration. (&) ,

The President: There is a saying that no Aywzfniga - 1s so thin (j)
that it doesn’t have two sides. (U)

President Mitterrand: We can leave it to Attali and Scowcroft to
settle all problems. (&)

The President: Just a word on Poland and Hungary. There was not
an expectation that they would receive a giant check to fill out

SHeRES
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on their own. They know they must do it themselves. The
Hungarian leaders are most impressive. The Hungarian people are
so warm and friendly. They are convinced that Gorbachev wants
real change. What worries me is Poland; it is that labor will
make extreme demands which could lead to a crackdown. That is
why Walesa doesn’t do it. What do you think? (&)

Presideni Micterxand: I foresee coexistence between political
authority and popular power. It is unstable, but it must
succeed. If the state cracks down, there will be chaos. If
popular power goes too fast, there will be chaos. Either way,
this could lead to Soviet intervention. They won’t let anyone
move away from their alliance, except maybe in 50 years. @

I prefer Jaruzelsky. He has lived through an experience. He is
battered but experienced, and he won’t want to go through it
again. It would be ideal if Jaruzelsky and Walesa could both
remain. &

The President: Would you like to share any thoughts about
Gorbachev? (09!

President Mitterrand: He is in the best frame of mind that I
have seen him in years. Yet he is is more imperiled than ever
before. He will continue to try to impose his authority, perhaps
more harshly. He 1is afraid to go that far, however, because that
would jeopardize his course of action. He does not like the
Chinese course. He feels threatened. He says he never has time
to sleep. He is harassed. He made a couple of critical remarks
about the U.S. He said they aren’t helping in Afghanistan. I
pulled my troops out and they|still g . .. . & . (&

Qo

I said: "Maybe it is because you are aiding Najibullah. Why
don’t you talk about it?" The other remark was about pulling
Soviet troops out of Poland. He said, "I would st last\one week

if I accepted that." But he likes you. (& S%JLB,
The President: He is concerned, I guess, about my remarks.
(These were discussed.) I think I should get in touch with him,
with your consent. Z)

President Mitterrand: The thing which most worried him was the
internal situation of the countries of Europe. He wasn’t
concerned about your diplomatic intentions. As a new President,
I think it would be good for you to meet with him. (&}

The President: Even without an arms limitation agreement? (&)

President Mitterrand: You don’t have to talk arms control. You
are the superpowers. You can talk about anything. My view is
that you should exchange views with Gorbachev. )

The President: I am not set in concrete on this. §29)
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President Mitterrand: You could say that we don’t know each
other as Presidents. Why don’t we meet informally? You could
work out the protocol. 2

The President: Is he worried that we don’t want perestroika to
succeed? “®

President Mitterrand: I don’t think so. If he did, that would
be dangerous. But I don’t think so. @

The President: 1In New York, he said that elements in the United
States want perestroika to fail. But he said he would never give

up. (9]

President Mitterrand: It would be good to clear the matter up.
Ronald Reagan established a personal relationship with Gorbachev.
I think he would like one with you. I was going to write you
about it. (&

The President: Could we have a moment on the Middle East? On
Lebanon, the only thing I see that is promising is the Arab
League proposal. What do you think? (&)

President Mitterrand: It is the only way to go, but I am
pessimistic. The three factions don’t agree on much among
themselves. (&

I fear there will be an offensive on East Beirut. If the
Christians move into East Beirut, there could be a massacre.
Israel has not been helpful. If Israel joined in, that would

give the Syrlans an excuse. 0]
N g L ‘_,L—’-"’/ 2
If the GPfaJkeep stressing the unity of Lebanon, the Syrians L)

wouldn’t dare attack. We need to keep the Iragqi troops out of
Lebanon. Repeated assertions hoping for the success of the
negotiations and calling for security and unity for Lebanon would
help. Gorbachev would do that. He told me that Syria does not
want to make a fool of itself. We could stress security and
unity without cutting across the Arab negotiations. We can
perhaps stop the massacre. The Arabs are useful because they are
family and co-religionists, but they don’t have a precise turn of

mind. (&

The President: The politics of Israel don’t help. 7

President Mitterrand: It is a bad situation. )

The President: Sharon is pushing things to the right. 2

President Mitterrand: It encourages extremists on both sides.
Are you tired from your trip to Eastern Europe? (@)

The President: ©No, I am very exhilarated at what I have seen
during the past three days. (&)

SHEeREPE
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President Mitterrand: You must be careful not to push them to
withdraw from the Warsaw Pact. Indirect action, especially in
the economic field is okay, but that was the problem with Imre
Nagy. When he declared Hungarian neutrality, the Russian troops
moved in. Now it is too soon to think about dissolving the
Warsaw Pact. It can happen by the end of the century, but not
now. I forecast that 10 years ago. (&)

-- End of Conversation --
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