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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT \\\\\
FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT/%% A%y/
SUBJECT: Current Status of the Iragi Nuclear Program (U)

In response to your questions about the status of the Iraqi
©)3) . . . .
nuclear program, the following information:

Iraq is nowhere near capable of possessing a nuclear weapon.
They do not have most of the infrastructure in country required
to make a weapon, that is the ability to make enough fissile
material for a nuclear explosive device. That said, Iraqg is
actively shopping for materials to build a centrifuge to enrich
nuclear materials and to acquire other materials and technology
with nuclear weapons application.

First, the Osirak reactor, which was sold to them by the French
along with a small amount of enriched uranium, is capable of
making plutonium -- but slowly. Second, Iraq has no internal
source for enriched uranium. Based on IAEA inspections, the fuel
from the Osirak reactor is being handled under safeguards, and
therefore cannot be diverted for enrichment and subsequent
weapons development since all the fuel going into and out of the
reactor is logged. Iraq also has a small Soviet research reactor
under safeguards as well.

1.4(c); 6.2(a)

Irag does not have this type of
production reprocessing capability.

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff
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In summary, to have a viable nuclear weapons program, Iraq would
need a source of fissile material for either uranium and/or
plutonium. It does not have any such source. Iraq also does not
have a uranium enrichment facility or a production reactor to
make plutonium in large quantities. While Osirak could make
some, it would be years before enough plutonium would be
available, and Iraqg would have to violate safeguards to do it.

If Irag runs Osirak to produce plutonium, then they would need to
develop a production reprocessing capability to extract the
plutonium from the reactor fuel. This would not be an easy
process. Finally, Iraq would have to do testing.

The intelligence community has concluded that Irag is a long way

from acquiring a nuclear explosive device.
6.2(a)

; However, if a country with a
nuclear capability gives them the necessary material, Iraq could
acquire this capability more rapidly.

1.4(c)
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506

March 29, 1990

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR BRENT SCOWCROFT

THROUGH : RICHARD N. HAASS.x A/n
FROM: SANDRA CHARLES ¥
SUBJECT: Current Status of Iraqg’s Nuclear Program

Attached at Tab I is a memorandum to the President responding to
his questions on the current status of Iraqg’s nuclear program.
The information was obtained from the CIA.

Arniez§anter and Bfﬁ%‘%ﬁgking concur.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I.

Attachment
Tab I Memo to the President
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