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Date: Auqust 12, 1992

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

TO: Rose Zamaria

FROM: KATHY SUPER
Deputy Assistant to the President
for Appointments and Scheduling

We have not responded with any commitment
to the attached invitation from the Elkins.
We called and left it open.

The Bushs are scheduled to arrive at

the Houstonian at 6:40 p.m. Monday night.
Mrs. Bush must leave the Houstonian at

8 p.m. for the Astro Dome.

Mrs. Bush's office has a copy of this
invitation, as does the advance office.

We should treat this as an OTR should

the President and Mrs. Bush decide that
they want to attend.
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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN

THE WHITE HOUSE ka&i ZVJ
WASHINGTON —_— [e s

U7 A9 38 Bt doo
Lk August 4, 1992 4 .,.\,'ULL-\L‘ ./u.X"" k,m,U/)

14 71 ] _ 1
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MEMORANDUM FOR,ROSE ZAMARIA 2 (/V(be/l/‘\;/

FROM .~ KATHY SUPER = dLMJ’ v J
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT [ b
FOR APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING

prvdic 7[,. _

. . L /u_(k l,ut-l?tw{’
The attached invitation is not an official event. It will be the 5 ¢

0ld Houston crowd and a private event. The Ledke's, Kerr's and

Farishes will be attending. [uofﬁuj
Would you see if the President and Mrs. Bush have any interest in
attending.
Loron My
Thank you. a2 O ‘44;vudi1 AN N
A

LA s = o osedrind s

BUSH LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY - George Bush Handwriting / % -




W/_@ August 17, 1992 %

1) oOrlando Wilson, called. His Priv sheet is attached. Since
the President will be going to Woodstock, Georgia, on Saturday,
Mr. Wilson would like to greet the President and "maybe go to the
event with hin." Mr. Wilson has also called General Scowcroft's
office to express his interest, too.

Is the President interested Veeing him?

Okay for him to be greeter
Set up a photo op lj

Invite him to event \(

o pot
I'd like to have him ride in limo Ié - ]Qe' "VL# we
har ot 2o
LWJ (@ Pageq Noaghriys)
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Please sign two
photos attached

IDENT
THE PRES August 17, 1992

Dear Serena and Larissa,

I received the note from your mother and wanted to
thank you both for your message of support for Barbara
and me. We appreciate your thinking of us.

Hope you like the photos. Best wishes to you and your
family.

Sincerely,

e

—— e

FROM
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Serena and Larissa Shulman
521 Marl Road
Colts Neck, New Jersey 07722
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J
ASTRO ARENA RALLY \ HOUSTON, TX [ a0 !
MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 1992 \ 5:30 p.m. 1 pol?
THANK YOU AND GOOD AFTERNOON EVERYBODY. CARROLL

(CAMPBELL), THANK YOU FOR THAT KIND INTRODUCTION. I’'D
LIKE TO QUICKLY ACKNOWLEDGE WHAT A GREAT JOB I THINK

CrRAIG FULLER HAS DONE AS THE REPUBLICAN NATIONAL r{dﬂJ
COoNVENTION CHAIRMAN. AND LET ME JUST SAY -~ IT SURE

FEELS GREAT TO BE BACK IN TEXAS -~ HOME AGAIN! // Dﬁ////
I WANT TO SALUTE MY PARTNER IN THIS GREAT ADVENTURE

-- WITH ME EVERY STEP OF THE WAY FROM WEST TEXAS TO THE
WuexTe House. BARBARA BusH. //
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I ALSO WANT TO SAY A WORD ABOUT TWO SPECIAL FRIENDS
WHO ARE WITH US =-- DAN AND MARILYN QUAYLE.

FouR YEARS AGO IN New ORLEANS, I Askep Dan QUAYLE
TO SERVE OUR COUNTRY AS VICE PRESIDENT. I TOLD HIM
THEN -- SPEAKING FROM PERSONAL EXPERIENCE -- THAT THE
JOB WAS A REAL "CHARACTER BUILDER" ~- AND I WASN'T
EXAGGERATING.

BuT IN THE FACE OF HIS CRITICS, DaN QUAYLE HAs
NEVER WAVERED. HE HAS SIMPLY TOLD THE TRUTH -~ LET THE
CHIPS FALL WHERE THEY MAY.
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THE VICE PRESIDENT SAYS WE NEED FAMILIES TO STICK
TOGETHER, AND FATHERS WHO STICK AROUND.// WE NEED AN
AMERICA THAT STANDS BEHIND OUR COPS, AND STANDS UP TO
LAWYERS WHO ARE ALL OVER US LIKE A BAD LAWSUIT.// WHEN
DAN SAYS THESE THINGS -- THE ESTABLISHMENT IN

G wt e D
WASHINGTON gggg§~fng:nf§g§§§ -- BUT FOLKS IN THE REAL
WORLD NOD THEIR HEADS.// DAN QUAYLE HAS BEEN A SUPERB
VICE PRESIDENT -~ AND WILL BE FOR ANOTHER FOUR MORE

YEARS.//
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I COULDN’T HELP BUT NOTICE AN INTERVIEW MY OPPONENT
GAVE TO USA TopAY LAST WEEK. IT wAS INCREDIBLE. HE
TALKED ABOUT HOW HE IS ALREADY PLANNING HIS
TRANSITION -- FIGURING OUT WHO SHouLD BE DeEpuTtY
ASSISTANT UNDER SECRETARY IN EVERY WASHINGTON AGENCY,
EVEN WHERE HE CAN GET AWAY FROM THE WHITE HOUSE FOR A
DAY OR TW0. HeCk, I HALF EXPECTED TO COME TO WORK
FRIDAY MORNING AND FIND SOMEONE IN THE OVAL OFFICE

MEASURING THE DRAPES. .
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WeLL, TopAY I HAVE A MESSAGE FOR MY OPPONENT. Pur

THE DRAPES ON HOLD. //

IN JUST A FEW DAYS, IT'S GOING TO BE CURTAIN
TIME.//

FOR NINE MONTHS, THE OTHER SIDE HAS HAD A ONE-WAY
CONVERSATION WITH THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. Now -- 1T'S QUR
TURN. THEY HAVE CALLED AMERICA A "MOCKERY" -~ AND

SOUNDED THE SAXOPHONE OF CHANGE. BUrSTE—3@udISTEN
(¥

“RERE<CLOSE -~ THEIR SONG SURE SOUNDS FAMILIAR.
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THEY SAY THEY WANT TO SHAKE UP WASHINGTON -- BUT

OPPOSE LIMITING TERMS OF CONGRESSMEN. I GUESS THAT'S
CHANGE -- CHANGING THE SUBJECT.

THEY SAY THEY BELIEVE IN A STRONG AMERICA -- BUT
PROPOSE GUTTING OUR NATIONAL DEFENSE. I GUESS THAT'S
CHANGE -- CHANGING THEIR TUNE.

THEY SAY THEY WANT TO "PUT PEQOPLE FIRST" ~- BUT
PROPOSE THE LARGEST TAX INCREASE IN HISTORY. //
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I GUESS THAT'S CHANGE -- BECAUSE BY THE TIME

THEY'RE THROUGH =-- CHANGE_IS ALL YOU WILL HAVE LEFT IN

YOQUR POCKET.//
DON'T KID YOURSELF, WE'RE NOT RUNNING AGAINST THE

"CoMeBACK KIDS." WE'RE RUNNING AGAINST THE "KARAOQKE
(cARE - EE - OH -kEY) KIDS" -- THEY'LL SING ANY TUNE

THEY THINK WILL GET THEM ELECTED.//
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You KNow ME, I'M NOT MUCH FOR WORDS. TO ME -- REAL
ELOQUENCE IS ACTION. FOR THE NEXT 78 DAYS, WE ARE
GOING TO ASK THE AMERICAN PEOPLE A SIMPLE QUESTION --
WHO DO YOU TRUST TO DO WHAT'S RIGHT FOR %EQIQAM

You know, BARBARA AND I STARTED od% Hsaéh@i 44
YEARS AGO. I REMEMBER TRAVELING TO TOWNS LIKE WINK AND
MuLesHOE AnD NOTREES.
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PLACES WHERE PARENTS WORRIED AND WATCHED WHEN A KID
CROSSED THE STREET ~- THE KIND OF TOWNS THAT SENT KIDS
HALFWAY AROUND THE WORLD -- FROM THE DMZ, 10 DA NaNng,
AND T0 DESERT STORM.//

BARBARA AND I LOVED THE RHYTHMS OF WEST TEXAS.
FRIDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL -~ SATURDAY PICNICS ~- AND SUNDAY
SERMONS. WE RAISED A FAMILY -- BUILT A BUSINESS --
MADE FRIENDS WHO HAVE LASTED A LIFETIME. WE WORKED

HARD -- 2EEE;EZifffﬁfgéiﬂéﬁﬁfﬁﬁﬂK HABD.
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BUT WHEN THE WORK WAS DONE, WE SAT AROUND THE TABLE
LATE AT NIGHT -~ AND WE TALKED. TALKED ABOUT REPORT
CARDS AND SCHOOLYARD FIGHTS -- ABOUT SMALL THINGS, AND

BIG DREAMS.

No MATTER WHAT THE OTHER SIDE SAYS, AMERICA IS
STILL A LAND OF DREAMS -~ DREAMS AS VAST AND WIDE AS
THE PLAINS OF WesST TExas. OuR IDEALS -- OUR IDEAS --
HAVE AWAKENED DREAMS FROM ManAGuA To Moscow.
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AND WITH FAITH IN OUR PEOPLE, WE WILL REAWAKEN DREAMS
RIGHT HERE IN AMERICA.

MY OPPONENT WANTS TO PROTECT THE JOBS OF THE PAST.
I HAVE A PLAN TO CREATE THE JOBS OF THE FUTURE, SO THAT
THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF STEELWORKERS AND LINEMEN CAN
BUILD THEIR DREAMS.// My OPPONENT WANTS TO CHANGE OUR
SCHOOLS, “JUST A LITTLE BIT."
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I HAVE A PLAN TO REVOLUTIONIZE OUR SCHOOLS, SO THAT OUR
KIDS DO AS WELL IN THE SCIENCE LAB AND MATH ROOM AS
THEY NOW DO IN THE SWIMMING POOL AND THE BASKETBALL

@ W‘Lﬁ n ’
COURT.// My.OPPONENT BARRS "FAMILY VALUES" AS—Z#~THAEY

To MAKE /’

AMERICAN FAMILIES A LITTLE BIT LESS LIKE THE SIMPSONS
AND A LITTLE BIT MORE LIKE THE WALTONS.//
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THE DEMOCRATIC LEADERS OF CONGRESS DON'T LIKE MY
IDEAS. YOU SEE, THEY ARE THE "SULTANS OF THE STATUS
Quo." THE ONLY PEOPLE IN AMERICA WHO COULD DRIVE TO
WORK WITH A BLINDFOLD EVERY MORNING, BECAUSE THEY ' VE
BEEN GOING THE SAME WAY FOR 38 YEARS. // 74 Gﬁ—fo&/oofv M

Up IN MANHATTAN LAST MONTH, YOU DIDN'T SEE THE
CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS. FINDING THEM WAS LIKE PLAYING
"WHERE'S WALDO" ON A MAP THE SIZE OF THE AsTRO DOME.

(THEY GAVE NEW MEANING TO THE PHRASE "CLOSET LIBERAL".




BUSH LIBRARY PHOTOCOFY - George Bush Handwriting
- 14 -
BUT DON'T KID YOURSELF -- THEIR PARTY'S NOMINEES ARE W
HOLDING HANDS WITH THE OSSIFIED, ENTRENCHED, CHANGE-
ALLERGIC DEMOCRATIC LEADERS OF CONGRESS. WE'RE GOING
TO MAKE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE UNDERSTAND THIS. Wi.;bh
R EED

!M GOING TO

RUNNIN ‘
wensd— 4
4?¢uﬁ7 b 5631 I¥: 5%OQf /MJM%%50¢%Z;28 iﬁizgﬁ/

Clodss ol Tows s piud)S

F I CAN STEAL A LITTLE TEXANESE --
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THE POLLS SAY IT'S GOING TO BE A TOUGH FIGHT, WE
ALL KNOW THAT. ¥ GOULQ-TELL YOU THAT~L TGHORE-THE

THE

TRUTH IS -- POLLS GIVE ME SOME COMFORT.

You XNOW ME, IN POLITICS, I’'VE ALWAYS DONE BEST
WHEN I'M BEHIND. BECAUSE YOU GET A CERTAIN FREEDOM.
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THE OTHER GUY CAN DO WHAT THE PoLS (PAHLS) WANT, THE
OTHER SIDE CAN PAY ATTENTION TO WHAT THE POLLS DEMAND
== I'M JUST GOING TO ROLL UP MY SLEEVES -- AND DO
WHAT'S RIGHT FOR AMERICA. //

I'M A FIGHTER, AND.I INTEND TO FIGHT FOR WHAT'S
RIGHT FOR AMERICA.

RIGHT NEXT DOOR, THERE’S A BIG BUILDING THEY CALL
THE EIGHTH WONDER OF THE WORLD.




BUSH LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY - George Bush Handwriting

WeLL, HousTON, GET READY FOR WONDER NUMBER NINE -- THE
MOST STIRRING POLITICAL COMEBACK SINCE HARRY TRUMAN
GAVE 'EM HELL BACK IN '48.//

ET ALL STARTS RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOoW. THE GATLIN
BROTHERS LIKE TO SING THAT, "HousToN MEANS I'M ONE DAY
CLOSER TO YOU."
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No OFFENSE TO LARRY AND THE GANG, BUT TO ME HousToNn
MEANS WE ARE ONE DAY CLOSER TO VICTORY. ONE DAY

CLOSER TO BUILDING A BETTER AND BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR
AMERICA.

BARBARA AND I WANT TO THANK YOU ALL FOR COMING OUT
HERE. Gop BLESs HousTon, AND Gobp BLESS THE UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA.
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Dear Rocky,

I just arrived at the Houstonian and received your
latest creation. The boots are great!

As always, it's nice to be back in Texas and I'm
looking forward to the Convention. Times may seem
tough now, but I'm confident about November.

Thanks again for the boots. You're a thoughtful guy
and I appreciate your support.

b Lodusl. Tl ?::? o Sincerelg—m

FROM
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Mr, Rocky Carroll
3321 Ella Boulevard
Houston, Texas 77018
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Dear Charles,

Thanks for your letter of August 14. I appreciate
your kind words of support and also your suggestions.
It is always great to hear from people who hold family

values as high as I do.

I just arrived in Houston and am looking forward to the
convention. These past few months have been rough, but
this week should turn things around and we will win in
November.

Thanks, again, for your support. With best wishes,

Sincerely,

@W

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Mr, Charles A. Ballard

President/CEQ

National Institute for Responsible
Fatherhood & Family -Development

8555 Hough Avenue

Cleveland, Ohio 44106
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INATIONAL INSTITUTE
FOR ResponsisLE FATHERHOOD & Famiry DEVELOPMENT
8555 Hough Avenue ®* Cleveland, Ohio 44106 * 216/791-1468 » Fax; 216/791-0104

Charles A. Ballard, President

Exerutive Commitier
1981 Oficers

Hilton O. Smith, Chafrman

Shirley Hawk, 1st Vice Chainman

Joe Brink, 2rd Vice Chuirman
Richard Andnnws, Secretary
William Harrts, Treasurer

Board of Trustesg

Owen M, Duke
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Michelle Jackson
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Marianas Stein
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Ron Winbush

Special Board Consultant
Carole Hoover

August 14, 1992

George Bush
President, UsA
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500
Dear President Bush;

Thank you for your presidency and its positive
impact on the world. In my 56 years, I've not
witnessed a President who has been as effective in
creating a sense of world peace, Thig includes the
Middle East, the fall of the Walls of Germany and
the Reorganization of Russia. You've done guite
well at the international level. I believe that if
there was a world election vou would be chosen as
its President.

This is not to say that you haven't done well
domestically, but that's the perception. I think
you have done guite well in raising the issue of
"Family Values".

Your speech at Notre Dame University, in which
vou highlighted the impact of a father loving his
children's mother is an indication of your cohcern
for the family. Your establishing the Commission
on America's Urban Families also supports this.

Truly the great deterrent to foreign
Aaggression is not a great arsenal of waapans, buk
strong, loving and responsible families. However,
counter to this is the great s=ense of |
fatherlessness which has filled the country with |
young people who have little respect for educaticn, ‘
health, employment and the criminal justice system.

We need to hear more about the father's role
in the home and how important it is for
institutions to create policy to keep fathers in
the home and assist him in nurturing his children.
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we need to emphasize the importance of a father loving
his children's mother and how he can earn a living for his
children.

We need to create a vision in which all of Americans can
see a place for them to contribute and be contributors.

AL present, a large percentage of Americans feel only
the President can create this vision. After I met with you
on May 21, 1992, I was asked by several people, why did I
meet with you. My answer was, "He's my President”. Although
you don't have the time nor energy to speak with each
individual American, each one of them must feel that you are
thelr President.

Domestlcally and Internationally, Amerlcan people must
see the vision that you are the only person who can create a
sense of peace throughout the world and at the same time
maintain a safe, responsible and working America. The only
and best person to plant that vision ls you Mr. President.
T love you. I pray for you. I know God is blessing you.

—

Charles A. Ballard
President/CEQ

CAB/caf




White House News Summary Thursday, September 17, 1992
6:00 P.M. WIRES
VFW's Political Action Committee Endorsing No One

WASHINGTON (AP) _ The political arm of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars, which supported Ronald Reagan and George Bush in the past
three elections, said Thursday it would make no presidential
endorsement this year.

The decision by the VFW's political action committee is a blow
to President Bush's campaign, which has made an issue of Democrat
Bill Clinton's effort to avoid military service in Vietnam. "We
are aware of the draft-dodging controversy that has dogged Gov.
Clinton and have not overlooked the honorable military service of
President Bush," the committee said a news release. But veterans'
concerns "cannot be condensed into one issue," it said. The
VFW-PAC said issues of concern to veterans "include not only
honorable military service, but (Veterans Administration) health
care access and eligibility, and veterans' compensation and
pensions."

It said also that it was "important to the VFW that our next
president appoint a secretary of veterans affairs who is considered
veteran-friendly."

Veterans Secretary Edward Derwinski has not been popular with
veterans groups.

The VFW-PAC was organized in 1979 and endorsed Reagan in 1980
and 1984 and Bush four years ago. The group bases its endorsements
on issues studied by the Veterans of Foreign Wars, which is
precluded by its tax-exempt status from endorsing political
candidates.

The VFW has 2.2 million members.

AP-DS=-09-17-92 1714EDT




Bush, Clinton Aides Pass Buck On Crime Stats
By RON FOURNIER
Associated Press Writer

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) __ Samuel Skinner, general chairman of the
Republican National Committee, said Thursday that Bill ¢Clinton
"and other governors like him" are to blame for increases in the
nation's crime rate.

The former chief of staff for President Bush wrapped up a two-
day tour of Arkansas by picking up a Bush endorsement from a group
of Little Rock police officers.

Skinner, Labor Secretary Lynn Martin and Michael Deland,
chairman of the Council on Environmental Quality, comprised a Bush
team attempting to make political hay of Clinton's invitation for
critics to "C'mon down" and see what he has done for Arkansas.
Ms. Martin left the tour early on Thursday.

Backers of the Arkansas governor, including state and campaign
employees, disrupted the president's surrogates at every stop of
the tour, carrying Clinton-Gore signs, heckling Republicans and
pressing news releases in reporters' hands. And at most events, the
Clinton supporters outnumbered those for Bush despite a closely
held GOP scheduling strategy designed to throw the Clinton camp off
guard.

Skinner, a former U.S. attorney, blamed Clinton for increased
crime rates in Arkansas, including a 42 percent increase in violent
crime since 1980. He asserted Clinton has not devoted as much time
and money to the problem, comparatively, as Bush has naticonally.

Nationwide, violent crimes increased 22.6 percent under
Presidents Bush and Reagan. But "The nation's crime rate is a
direct result of the kind of effort that is made on the local
level," sSkinner said. "If Gov. Clinton and other governors like
him would put in the effort that President Bush has, the rate would
go down,"

Clinton backer Ron DeLord responded that if governors "did what
George Bush did, we would all move to Canada."

DeLord, president of the Combined Law Enforcement Association
of Texas, said the GOP tour should have gone to Bush's adopted home
state. "I can tell you now, there is no bus tour going through
Texas to find out what George Bush as done for crime in Texas,"
he said.

Clinton criticized Bush's crime record in a visit to Houston in
July. He noted Bush proposed cutting local law enforcement aid by
$100 million in his 1992 budget.

AP-D5-09-17-92 1735EDT



Clinton Assails Bush for Threatened Veto of Family Leave Bill
Updates with Fitzwater, GOP lawmakers on Clinton and draft.
STEVEN KOMAROW

Associated Press Writer

DENVER (AP) __ Bill Clinton chided President Bush on Thursday for
threatening to veto the family leave bill, calling it an example
of how the Republicans were reluctant to have America catch up with
the world.

believe in personal responsibility, empowerment and family
values," Clinton said, borrowing some of Bush's favorite rhetoric
as he campaigned in a state traditionally in the GOP column but
competitive this year.

"Let's join the ranks of the 72 countries in the world that
give working people a little time off when there's a baby born or
a sick parent," he said to a crowd of upwards of 10,000 that
greeted him in a downtown park.

The bill passed by Congress would require employers with more
than 50 workers to allow employees up to 12 weeks of unpaid leave
annually to deal with medical emergencies, including the birth of
a child, adoption or a sickness in the family.

Bush has proposed an alternative that would grant a tax
writeoff, costing $500 million, to certain businesses that
implement voluntary family leave programs. It would allow firms
with fewer than 500 workers to write off up to $20 per day. for as
many as 60 days of leave a year per worker, or a maximum of $1,200
per employee.

Meanwhile Thursday, Clinton repeatedly rused to respond to
questions shouted by reporters about his draft records.

A retired colonel who headed the University of Arkansas ROTC
program in 1969 released a statement Wednesday saying he believed
Clinton deceived him back then in order to avoid being drafted.

The affidavit by Col. Eugene Holmes seemed tc contradict Holmes'
own statements back in 1978, when he praised Clinton.

Bush spokesman. Marlin Fitzwater said of the new statement, "I
think that's a letter that every American should read because it
goes to the heart of why Bill Clinton should not be president of
the United States."

On Capitol Hill, a group of Republican members of Congress, all
military veterans, denounced Clinton. "Even those who went to
Canada showed more backbone than Governor Clinton," declared Rep.
Tom Ridge, R-Pa.

On a day when Bush was making unflattering comparisons with
Clinton, the Democrat responded by saying it was time for Americ
to have someone different.

"Four years ago, George Bush said we would be better off today.
Are you better off than you were four years ago?" he said, and the
crowd roared "No."

"The president says there are great difference between him and
me, and boy is he right about that," cClinton said.

Bush is offering "nothing more than a warmed over version of
trickled down economics,”" he said. "My fellow Americans, we are
better than that, and we can do better than that."

"He says we can't even do what 72 other countries do and
provide family leave. I think we're better than that,"” he said.

Clinton suggested that Bush didn't really see the nation's
problems, and wasn't working aggressively enough to spur American
technology.

"How long can we go on pretending that we are competitive in
areas where we are not," he said.




Appealing more directly to his audience, Clinton promised that
one of his priorities would be the national renewable energy
laboratory outside of Denver, program which he said has withered
under Bush.
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New charge about old Clinton draft question fires up White House
By Irwin Arieff

WASHINGTON, Reuter - A new controversy about an old
draft-dodging charge has added fuel to a White House drive to
convince voters that Bill Clinton is unfit to be president.
While the political impact of this latest installment in the
Clinton draft saga remains unclear, it serves notice that this
dispute is a hardy one indeed and that the Democratic nominee
cannot expect to escape it anytime soon.

The new accusation comes from retired Army Col. Eugene
Holmes, former commander of the Reserve Officert Training Corps at
the University of Arkansas, who says in an affidavit "for the
record" that Clinton purposely deceived him 23 years ago in
seeking an ROTC slot that helped keep him avoid the Vietnam-era
military draft.

"I think that's a letter at every American should read because
it goes to the heart of why Bill Clinton should not be president
of the United States," said President Bush's
spokesman, Marlin Fitzwater, referring to Holmes' memo.

"He was deceitful and he still cannot tell America the facts
about what happened related to his problem with the ROTC and the
draft," Fitzwater said.

Holmes, in his sworn statement, said Clinton deceived him by
failing to tell him that he actively opposed the Vietnam War and
had already received a draft notice when he applied in 1969 for a
ROTC slot.

Clinton "was shrewd enough to realize that had I been aware
of his (anti-war) activities, he would not have been accepted into
the ROTC program as a potential officer in the United
States Army," Holmes says in the memo.

His statement does not add any facts or evidence of
deception beyond what Clinton's critics have already alleged.
Rather it is a new judgment of Clinton's motives and
character from a familiar player in the continuing saga of how the
Democratic nominee dealt with the Vietnam War and the
military draft during the late 1960s.

It was to Holmes that Clinton, while a Rhodes scholar in
England, wrote a widely publicized Dec. 3, 1969, letter in which
he thanked Holmes for "saving me from the draft."

In that letter, Clinton openly acknowledged that he had been
less than totally frank with Holnes.

Had Holmes "known a little more about me, about my
political beliefs and activities ... you might have thought me more
fit for the draft than for ROTC," Clinton wrote.

Whether Holmes' new memo, dated Sept. 7, plays a major role in
the campaign is unclear and may depend largely on how Clinton
responds and how voters perceive that response.

But analysts agree Clinton is vulnerable on the draft
question and on the overall character issue, which has dogged his
campaign from its start.

His current lead over Bush in the polls is sizable but not
rock-solid as surveys portray voters as skittish and unhappy with
both candidates.

While the economy remains voters' top concern and most are
unlikely to be swayed by a confusing chain of events that took
place so many years ago, campaigns are often won or lost on small
shifts in sentiment among tiny groups.

Most important, the Bush campaign has had little luck




winning over voters on policy issues and is eager to seize on
whatever it can get.

Lagging behind Clinton by 10 to 15 points with less than seven
weeks until election day on Nov. 3, the Bush camp can be expected
to pounce on any opportunity to turn voters around. The Vietnam
War was a stormy era in American history when millions of young men
of Clinton's generation had to grapple with the difficult question
of the unpopular war, which by 1969 was the focus of massive
protest across the country.

Clinton has been accused of inconsistencies and omissions in
his many accounts of how he avoided military service durirg the
war. Some even call him a "draft dodger" simply because he failed
to join the military, regardless of the circumstances. His
defenders argue he was only one of many trying to avoid service in
that war and should not be held to strict account for lapses in his
memory of events so distant.

But the continuing hubbub over Clinton's draft history seenms
to underscore that, years after the end of a war that split the
nation, the role of those who served and those who didn't can still
provoke pain and unease in many citizens.

REUTER
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Cheney discusses Bosnia no-fly proposal with Major
(updates with details.)
By Charles Aldinger

LONDON, Reuter - Defense Secretary Dick Cheney held talks with
British Prime Minister John Major Thursday as the United States,
Britain and France moved toward agreement on policing a possible
no-fly zone over Bosnia-Herzogovina.

But U.S. officials stressed that no final plan had been set to
commit Western warplanes to the skies over the former
Yugoslav republic if the United Nations decided to declare such an
air exclusion zone.

Cheney arrived in London from Paris earlier after similar
meetings with French leaders. .

"Some kind of no-fly zone is clearly a possibility but that
has not been sorted out yet," one U.S. official traveling with
Cheney told Reuters before Cheney's talks with Major and Defense
Minister Malcolm Rifkind.

Cheney told reporters after meeting French Defense Minister
Pierre Joxe that no major differences remained between France and
the United States on the matter.

But he has stressed that the United Nations would have to
declare such a no-fly zone and the Western powers must use
extreme caution not to becomé directly involved in the conflict.

He has suggested that a no-fly zone would be used only to
prevent Serbian warplanes interfering with international relief
flights or land convoys and not to prevent Serbian planes
attacking towns in Bosnia.

France first proposed the idea of a no-fly zone but
initially drew a cool response from Washington and London.

U.S. officials traveling with Cheney, who asked not to be
identified, suggested that any agreement on a no-fly zone would
not come immediately.

They noted that France and Britain were now preoccupied with
major domestic problems over European unity and the European
Community's foreign exchange crisis.

Cheney was due to meet British Foreign Minister Douglas Hurd
Friday and make two speeches before flying back to Washington
Saturday.

REUTER
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White House News Summary Thursday, BSeptember 17, 1992 -- 2

SDIlsﬂanB (AP) —- Senate opponents of President Bush's "Star Wars"
plan tried but failed to engineer further cuts in the anti-missile
program. An effort to slice $500 million from the program for the
coming year failed in the Senate Appropriations Committee on a 14-
14 vote. The action came as the Appropriations Committee approved
the overall Pentagon budget bill on a 25-0 vote, sending it to the
full Senate for action early next week.

CONGRESS /BPENDING (UPI) -- In a move to wrap up the current session
of Congress without a veto fight with President Bush, Democratic
leaders signaled a willingness to trim spending bills so Bush will
sign them. "We intend to work with the President if he is willing
to work with us to reach agreement on the appropriation bills
individually, as well as other legislation," Speaker Foley said at
his daily news conference.

MIDEABT TALKB (Reuter) -- Syria and Israel failed to make progress
over the occupied Golan Heights and Syria warned that the peace
negotiations might collapse without urgent American intervention.
Syria's chief negotiator Mouwafak al-Allaf stalked out of the State
Department after a shorter-than-expected session of talks. He
angrily told reporters that progress had ground to a halt as soon
as his delegation raised the issue of the Golan. Allaf said the

U.S. and Russia should intervene urgently to rescue the talks from
failure.

#HF
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White House News Summary Thursday, Beptember 17, 1992 -- 1 ‘
5:30 P.M. EDT NEWS UPDATE

PEROT (Dallas/Reuter) -- Ross Perot said the chances of him re-
entering the 1992 presidential race were about as likely as him
"leaplng over a tall bulldlng in a s1ng1e bound." "This is like
asking is lightning going to strike here in the next two seconds -
- I don't think so," said Perot, who was making a non-political
appearance at a Salvation Army functlon. He said it would take the
coordinators of all 50 states to decide they needed him, then the
backing' of all the volunteers, for him to even consider re-
entering the race.

POLL/BOUTH (Scripps Howard) -- GOP pollster Richard Wirthlin said
his latest poll shows the clock is running out for President Bush,

who is badly lagging in the must-win South. Wirthlin says his new
poll, taken between Sept. 8 and Sept. 10, shows that Bush is 29
points behind Bill Clinton in the 10-state South. Wirthlin says
70% of southern Baptists, for example, say they would give their
vote to Clinton, one of their own. So far, the "family values"
emphasis of the Bush campaign has not resonated well among southern
voters, according to a number of polls. Wirthlin advises Bush to
sharpen his differences with Clinton on their approaches to the
economy and says that debates between Bush and Clinton will be
crucial for that reason.

CLINTON/FAMILY LEAVE (Denver/AP) -- Bill Clinton chided President
Bush for threatening to veto the family leave bill, calling it an
example of how the Republicans were reluctant to have America catch
up with the world. Meanwhile, Clinton repeatedly refused to
respond to questions shouted by reporters about his draft records.
"Four years ago, George Bush said we would be better off today.
Are you bhetter off than you were four years ago" he said, and the
crowd roared "No."

PENTAGON/VOTE (AP) -- A Pentagon spokesman defended the military's
get-out—the-vote campaign, denouncing as "ludicrous" charges the
effort is aimed at gleaning votes for President Bush. "No one is
told for whom to vote," spokesman Bob Hall volunteered at the
opening of a Pentagon briefing. "It's nonsense. It's ludicrous
on its face," Hall said, responding to a report in the Washington
Post that said "Democratlc and independent analysts" suspect the
effort is an attempt by the Bush Administration to energize
sympathetic voters.

LAFFER/CLINTON (Louisville, Ky./AP) -- The founding father of
Reaganomics says President Bush's economic performance has been a
disaster. And Arthur Laffer says he will vote for Bill Clinton.
"I really think Bush does not deserve to be re-elected," Laffer
said.

VFW/ENDORSEMENT (AP) -- The political arm of the VFW, which
supported Ronald Reagan and President Bush in the past three
elections, said it would make no presidential endorsement this
year. "We are aware of the draft-dodging controversy that has
dogged Gov. Clinton and have not overlooked the honorable military
service of President Bush," the committee said in a news release.
But veterans' concerns "cannot be condensed into one issue," it
said.

-more-
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Character Issue A Domestic Agenda
Bkush is expected to use the coxé:zntion to
. sketch a domestic program, article
TO Wll’l, GG‘OI' ge BuSh on page A8. In related developments:
2 5 ® Campus Republicans c;f the 1970s are
driving strategy in the 1 90s, AS.
MU‘St F lnaHy Identlf Y E mr’aus gn‘t feel genuinely wel.
A V s f H lf cogzree'igdlheir mpany, A8,
—0 " ident an's appearance ig
1S10n Imse = likely to be bittersweet, M.pe
® Dan Quayle finds hmuell;f the new
. . . b 1 H L
As His Pragmatic Side Wars celebrity pltchman in town,
. . daunting. Mr. Bush launches his fall cam-
With Warmer Instincts, paign with his own instincts at odds with
. : those of his constituents, He is a congenital
P r eSIdent Appear 5 Adr lft optimist at a moment when voters are
_ worried, a man who celebrates America as
‘ - ’ it is while they fear the nation is faltering,
He IS 3or4 D lf fer ent PeoPle a lifelong skeptic of government action as
_— they look to Washington to make things

better.

BY JouN Harwoop “He doesn’t necessarily think there's a

Staff Reporter of THE WaLL STREET JouRxaL

HOUSTON-As a lanky Yale first base- whole lot of ills in America’s system that
man was struggling at the plate 46 years need a whole ot of repair,” says John
ago, the team groundskeeper diagnosed Ashmun, a close friend since both men left
his problem. **You don't take a rea] eyt at the Ivy League to seek fortunes in the West
the ball,” he said. *‘Put more power behind Texas oil fields. ““He doesn’t think we need
your swing." that. . .. If it's not broke, don't fix it.”

It wasn't the last time George Bush His status-quo approach has been re-
would receive advice like that. nected_thmu_g_hmt a first term that has

As he accepts the Republican presiden- seen his political standing float up and
tial nomination here this week, Mr. Bush down according to the public's broader
takes the last swing of his 30-year politi- mood. The man once dubbed “the in-box
cal career. And once again, friends and president™ has usually reacted to events
allies are beseeching him to “‘put more instead of shaping them, With the impor-
power" behind the effort, to spell out a tant exception of the Persian Gulf War.
vision to inspire a troubled America. Now, mired behind Democratic riva]

Until now, the 68-year-old president has Bill Clinton in the polls, Mr. Bush has been

hesitated, pausing before the final compe- forced to seek help from his old frieng and
tition to take stock. ’ political mastermind James Baker. With
One Bush intimate the president facing trouble with the Re-
has lately sensed publican right and middle-of-the-road
this normally unre- W voters alike, Mr. Baker has promised that
flective man ‘'re- @ the White House wil] fashion a positive
treating to some domestic agenda on conservative princj-
space behind his ples for the fal] campaign.

eyes," chewing ‘The Inner Rules’

§§§fu a :'g;fi'oe o But a larger question is whether Mr.
with what remains Bush can convince himself of the urgency
of his life."” By help- of tha_t agenda, so that he can persuade
| ing shape his politi- Americans that he would see it throughina
| cal legacy, this 5 second term. While the public George Bush
| ’ has made innumerable tactical adjust-

ﬁa';{‘,’fc'f;’ds an;éf President Bush ments over the years while navigating the
ond term — will reveal much about Mr. : - political shoals, his éssential character
Bush’s vision of himself, even as he strug- hasn't much changeq Since he was a
gles to articulate one for the country, young man of such impressive bearing that

The choices might be simpler hag his hlls ¥ oungerr?r%thbzr pm“gse‘: m:m]
life not placed so many claims on him: his ' classmates he'd be presi eni one day.
upbringing as an energetic and dutifu) son Even if it hurts him,” says brother
of Eastern Establishment privilege, his Jonathan Bush, “he has always followed
taste of daring and valor as a World War 11 K t_{ze Inner rules, the inner guide-
pilot, years of hustling on the twin frop- lines. ) :
tiers of Texas oil and Republican politics, The rules are not simple. .
initiation into the clubby world of Capitol One senior aide sees three distinct
Hill, long and loyal service to the national stral})d[s to Mr. Bush's character that some-
GOP that ultimately led to the presi- ease Tun to Page 48, Column 5 |
dency.

“"He's probably three or four different
people,” says lifelong friend FitzGerald
Bemiss. But if those disparate experiences

propelled his climb, they also spawned

conflicting allegiances and ~ evep BRI | ooy - s cimun_u s esndeigmi e
two decades on the nationa) stage and four
years in the White House — still blur his
profile in the public mind.

Less than three months before Election

Day, another problem may be even more 7
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Continued From First Page

times work at cross purposes. There is the
sentimental man who takes succor from °
family and friends, author of a thousand
thank-you notes and backyard barbecues,
whose reputation for thoughtfulness and
decency is so well-established that recent
allegations of marital infidelity — unsub-
stantiated but widely publicized — in alj
liketihood worn't scrateh it.

Then there is the dutiful servant who
signed up for wartime combat rather than
take refuge in college, who has embraced
charitable activities of all descriptions,
who disdains ideological extremism in the
belief that reasonable people in govern-
ment can sit down and work things out.

Finally, there is also the unsentimental
politician who instinctively sorts allies
from enemies, who will calculate "*what [
have to do to be re-elected” and then do
it—even if he finds it distasteful.

When he learned that the masseur from
his old Houston health club lay dying of
cancer this spring, the presidentfnom_u;-
standing the distraction of mounting politi-
cal problems — took time to telephone him
repeatedly. Mr. Bush is “'the milk of hu-
man kindness," says the Rev. _Floyd wil-
liams, pastor of Antioch Baptist Church
here, who has known him since the 1960s.
Yet, surveying the broader pictur_e_of eco-
nomic pain in Houston's black ‘neighbor-

hoods, the same Mr. Williams thinks of his
old friend and wonders, **How can you ngt
see?"" His only conclusion: that Mr. Bush's
cautious domestic policy is a product of the
president’s **being more political than his
real feelings.” '

Civil Rights Opponent
That tension has existed ever since Mr.
Bush began challenging the Democratic
courthouse establishment in Texas to help
build a new Republican Party without
alienating the John Birch Society types
who formed much of its initial base: The
graduate of Andover and Yale campaigned
for the U.8. Senate in 1964 asa “Goldwater
Republican” opposing civil-rights legnslg-
tion of the sort his father had sponsored in
Senate. i
theA minister later said Mr. Bush confided
after the election that he veered hard‘nght
in an unsuccessful bid “'to get elected” an;i
regretted it..In the wake of that experi-
ence, Mr. Bush called on conservathe_s to
stop questioning the patriot_ism of political
rivals. But years later, his shot at thle
presidency on the line, Mr. Bush didn’t
hesitate to cast Democratic rival Michael
" Dukakis as a foe of the Pledge of Alle-
iance.
o The vote-hungry candidate of 1988 who
snarled “read my lips'’ became the presi-
dent of 1990 who huddled with congres-
sional leaders to break his pledge because
he thought the economy reqmre_d it. Pqes—
sured by a rebellious GOP right wing
earlier this year, he renounced the d_ea[
because . that's what his campaign
d.
neegf one fateful moment of his_ first
term — when Iraq invaded Kuwait and
menaced the vital oil fields of Saudi Ara
bia — the disparate facets of Mr. Bush's

persona were merged in a powerful display )

<~ of leadership. Outraged by reports of Iraqi

brutality, determined to fight Saddam

Hussein's aggression and the threat it

posed to Western economies, ‘cgnhdent in

* his ability to putl the right polmt_:al levers,

he led Operation Desert Storm w1th_a calrp

and firmness that contrasted with his
customarily frenetic style.
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Powerless With Congress

He displayed such traits as well in his
approach toward German reunification
and in pursuing a Middle East peace. Yet
ont other foreign policy issues, he has again
shown his tendency to remain wedded to
the status quo — maintaining his prefer-
ence for Mikhail Gorbachev even after
Boris Yeltsin had emerged as a Popularly
elected aiternative, for example. And he
has especially faltered on domestic is-
sues.

Mr. Bush's dealings with Congress
have been largely fruitless, stranded be-
tween his own conciliatory instinets and
pressure from the Republican right, He
has watched, often passively, as Demo-
crats gutted his legislative proposals. In
his January State of the Union Address, he
warned lawmakers that “the battle js
joined™ if they didn't pass his economic
growth program. They didn't, but the
battle fizzled. Deborah Steelman, issues

" director in Mr. Bush's 1958 campaign and
now an occasional adviser, believes the
difficulty of governing has been *“'confus-
ing to him,”

It has not, however, made him fight. He
dees not like confrontation. John Overbey,
Mr. Bush's first partner in the of] business,
remembers Mr. Bush's hemused reaction
the time a prospective partner reneged on
his “word of honor” in order to cut
2 deal with someone else. “He would just
shrug his shoulders and go ahead,” Mr.
Overbey says, confident that next time
would turn out better,

L mm mre . AR mE m e 4 g

.« Bush for two decades, “George Bush is

It's no wonder Mr. Bush’s outlook is so
sunny: His lifetime glitters with achieve-
ment, _Infused with his mother's fierce
competitiveness, he thrived in athletics
even though he lacked his father’s naturaj
grace. The Bushes “expected to win and
generally did, " says Mr. Bemiss, recalling
the “idyllic life" the two shared as summer
playmates in Kennebunkport, Maine—~
while most of the country was then mired
in the Depression. )

He got his first oi] job working for a

family friend and founded a business
backed by family money. The fortune he
gnade—t;e ultimately sold out for §1 million
in the mid-1960s — wag modest by Texas gil
standards, But it was énough to raise a
large family comfortabiy and allow him to
leave business for politics. The lesson
he drew, rather than the importance of
connections, was that Americans with
drive and talent can make it on thejr
own,

His politieal career taught much the
Same lesson. Texas voters twice spurneq
his bid to follow his father into the U.8,
Senate, and Richarg Nixon and Geraid
Ford both passed him over for vice presi-
dent when he thought he had 2 chance. But
Instead of rebelling, Mr. Bush responded
with discipline and unremitting loyalty
that ultimately paid off.

Personal tragedies that might have
soured other men failed to dim his optj-
Inism. Mr. Bush saw friends die in war,
and lost a three-year-old daughter to leuke-
mia. For a time after Robin Bush died, he
was frozen in grief that friends worrjed
might wreck his marriage. But Barbara
Bush and his own restless desire to move
on snapped him out of it.

Tales of Thoughtfulness

Hjs generation rode the postwar eco-
nomic boom. Abroad, the Jjob of national
leaders was to safeguard freedom and
block Communist expansion. At home, the
role of government was not to interfere,
Those blessed with advantages were
obliged to give Something back, and Mr.
Bush always did. The charity club he
headed at Andover and the YMCA he
founded in an old Midland grocery storg
foreshadowed the Points of Light ke has
celebrated as president. -

Otd friends and family members haye
helped lighten his burdens as president.
Despite the political battering he has syf-
fered, he can stil] lose himself in impro-

vised golfing contests, or bowling, or .-

horseshoes. He mocked his childlike love of
games when describing his Kennebunk-
port vacation Jast year: 17| play a good
deal of golf here, a good deal of tennis, a
good deal of horseshoes, a good deal of
fishing, a good deal of running — and some
reading. I have to throw that in for the
intellectuals out there,”

Bcfore his polt ratings began tumbling
a year ago, Mr, Bush plainly loved his Jjab.
“People who get eaten up by the presi-
dency are people who are uncomfortable
with themselyes," says Texas political
consuitant Karl Rove, who has known Mr.

comfortable with himself."”

=>




- THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

© 71992 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. Al Rights Reserved

poa—

MONDAY. AUGUST 17, 1992

Showing the Strain

Yet in recent months the strain has
shown in his appearance and demea-
nor — variously edgy, grim, agitated, even
haggard. To senior staffers and Republi-
can audiences alike, he complains about
unfair news coverage. He expresses some
frustration with voters as well, saying they
don’t credit him for the West's Cold War
triumph ~ a crowning achievement for his
generation, but largely forgotten amid
the rising economic anxieties of young
families. :

When bad news comes, this ordinarily
gregarious man tends to fall silent. After
top aides reported Patrick Buchznan's
strong showing in the New Hampshire
primary, “‘He got very quiet, swiveled in
his chair and said, ‘Well, we'll just have to
work harder,” " recalls Rich Bond, a
longtime aide rewarded with the Republi-
can Party chairmanship this year. The
‘president quickly set out on a breakneck
campaign tour,

But nothing yet has reversed his year-
long political stide, and Mr. Bush arrives
here for the GOP convention in desperate
need of a turnaround. This peculiar cam-
paign may demand more than Mr. Bush's
characteristic determination — or even
escalating attacks on Mr. Clinton. Mr.
Bush may need to show Americans that
he has done something very uncharac-
teristic: stop to reflect on the countfy, to
sort through the fragments of his experi-
ence and beliefs to offer a defining purpose
for his second term. It won't come easily.
"He doesn’t come from a family of philoso-
phers,” says Thomas “Lud" Ashley, a
former Democratic congressman who has
known Mr. Bush since they attended Yale
together.

“People are looking for a lot of high-
sounding Shakespearean prose about liv-
ing on the mountaintop,” complains Jona-

. than Bush. “He's got to stick to saying,

‘This is the price tag of what the other

guy is talking about.'

This Mr. Bush can do with conviction—
almost certainly more conviction, in fact,
than he can muster for the education,
health-care and environmental proposals
his aides have persuaded him to adopt.
The president doesn't conceal his low
expectations for government when he tells
audiences: “What happens in your house

‘ . L is more important than what happens in
oL o . the White House,”

. Lo B Privately as well as publicly, Mr. Bush
remains confident that voters ultimately
will reward his virtues. But if they don’t—
if, like the hapless Jimmy Carter 12 years
ago, he is swamped by his own failings and
the opposition's incoming tide — few who
know him believe he'd be devastated for
very long.

Instead, friends say, he and Barbara
would carry out a gracious transition and
i return to Houston satisfied tley'd done
‘ their best. “He’s not a brooder,” says
i Peter Teeley, a former press secretary

: whom Mr. Bush recently appointed ambas-
sador to Canada. "“Bush is the kind of guy . :
who ahgays recognizes there’s something I
se to do." e e mmimege e d wmen et s emgemeas e b s e

e
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o  Right Wing Influence Rise |

GOP Moderates Feel
Virtually Unwelcome
In Their Own Party

Complaining of Lack of Access
To Bush, They Have Seen

By JacKIE CALMES
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

HOUSTON — For Republican moder-
ates, who have long counted George Bush
as one of their own, these past four years
haven't been the kinder, gentler times they
had hoped for.

Instead of toasting a return to influence
after the exile of the Ronald Reagan years,
they trickie in to the GOP convention here
virtually unwelcome in a party that is more
than ever under the control of its right
wing. )

What's worse is that, at bottom, they
have their own friend to thank for it. “'He's
offended those of us who were with him
from the beginning,” laments New York
Rep. Sherwood Boehlert, who heads the
Ripon Society of progressive Republicans.

Others complain of a surprising lack of
access to the Bush White House. “In 1983,
asa freshman in Congress, I was probably
in the White House to meet with Ronald
Reagan more often in that one year
than I have been during the whole four
years of George Bush’s administration,”

Slumping Support ... |
Percéntages of liberal and moderate -
Republicans and independents whe
"supported George Bush in 1988, -~ .
and support him now: ‘

" According o Natona) Eection Study, 1988
| THE WALL STREET JOURNAL, /N8 NEWS PoLL |

. says Rep. Rod Chandler, a moderate now

running for the Senate in Washington
state.
The moderates have been disappointed

" not only on abertion, which gets the most

attention, but also by Mr. Bush's handling
of such other issues as the environment
and parental leave—raising the question of
whether the president stands to lose the
desperately needed support of centrist
voters in November. Polls show that his
current support among moderate and lib-
eral Republicans and independents is
barely half what it was four years ago,
“It's a myth that Republicans have
done well in the 1980s,” says Ken Ruberg,

. executive director of the Republican Main- -« evvvmresveec e menn - o

stream Committee, a coalition of moderate
activists, “We've lost strength at every
level except the White House. And the
people we're turning off” -~ educated, mnid-
dle-of-the-road voters—"are a natural con-
stituency of the Republican Party.”

Faulting of Conservatives

Yet Rep. Boehiert still calls himseif “'an
unabashed supporter'' of Mr. Bush, and
like several other moderates has come to
Houston to defend him. The ultimate Joyal-
ists, these moderates say they don’t blame
Mr. Bush for some of the policies of the
past four years. Rather, they fault the
conservative ideologues who, they believe,
have forced him to support their economic
and socia! policies.

“Conservatives are pulling the rug out
from .under Bush,” charges Rep. Jim
Leach of Iowa. “And the irony is, the
liabilities the president has are tied to the
public’s perception that he’s adopted their
agenda.” To be sure, the conservatives
believe it is the moderates who have noth-
ing to complain about; they unhappily cite
the 1990 budget-reduction agreement with
its hated tax increases; the minimum-
wage increase; and laws on civil rights,
access for the disabled and clean air.

Rep. Leach well illustrates moderates’
ambivalence. As a young Foreign Service
officer in the early 1970s, he worked for Mr.
Bush at the United Nations, and in 1980
engineered the Jowa caucuses’ victory that
heiped propel Mr. Bush to the vice presi-
dency. Yet since Mr. Bush became presi-
dent, only a handful of House Republicans
have opposed him as often as has Rep.
Leach.

The lowan says his friend “vindicated
my support by his exceptional leadership
in the Gulf War" and praises the fact that
the president hasn't been “‘tougher on
programs for these in need.” But he says

he was “deeply disappointed” by the presi- -

dent's response to his plea for a compre-
hensive nuclear test-ban treaty, and he is
among the many moderates stung by Mr.
Bush's unbending anti-abortion stand.

Another abortion-rights supporter,
Washington state Rep. Louise Miller, the
House floor leader, says: *I felt better
about Reagan than I do about Bush. At
least Reagan wasn't beating us up with the
abortion issue, It seems like Bush talks
about it all the time, about how jt's totally
wrong, how it ought to be against the law.
Reagan might have gone to the right-to-life
groups, but at least he didn't rail about
it.”
Hopes Were in Vain

Most abortion-rights supporters say
they realize that Mr, Bush — having al-
ready flip-flopped from abortion-rights to
anti-abortion positions in 1980 — wasn't go-
ing to reverse himself again. But they had
hoped that he might at least break with the
anti-abortion groups on a number of con-
troversial side issues: repealing the so-
called gag rule barring federally funded
clinics from counseling patients about
abortion; allowing aborted feta] tissue to
be used for medical research; providing
funds for family-planning activities. Those
hopes, though, turned out to be in vain.

Rep. Marge Roukema of New Jersey
was particularly pained by Mr. Bush’s veto
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of a bill she sponsored to guarantee unpaid
Jjob leaves to new parents or to care for
serfously ill family members. “It's beyond
lip service to family values,” she says.
“It's everything at the top of the political
agenda rolled into one: pro-family, job
security, health care.” Yet she complains
that in past months, she and her co-spon-
sor, conservative Itinois GOP Rep. Henry
Hyde, “have not been able to get an ear at
the White Bouse.”

On the environment, Mr. Bush's rale in
winning passage of a new Clean Air Act
has been praised by many party moder-
ates, such as Rep. Boehlert and Rhode
Istand Sen. John Chafee. But many have
also been chagrined by subsequent admin-
istration regulatory efforts, led by Vice
President Dan Quayle, that they regard as
attempts to undermine the law. Many were
also angered by the administration’s hard-
line conservative stance during the recent
Rio de Janeiro environmental conference,
*“This administration is proving an embar-
rassment,” Rep, John Porter, an Ilinois
Republican, snapped in a House speech.
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Reagan s A ppearance Is Bittersweet

But Aims to Consolidate GOP Base

By DavID SHRIEMAN
Staff Reporter of Tite WaLL STREET JOURNAL

HOUSTON — This may be the Gipper's
last hurrah.

He will give his trademark wave and
broad smile from the podium of the Astro-
dome tonight, greeting his old friends and
the grand old coalition he stitched together
& dozen years ago. Ronald Reagan’s ap-
pearance will transform the proceedings
from a convention into a homecoming.

But Mr. Reagan's return to national
politics, if only for one speech, is likely to
be a bittersweet event. In the four years
since he left office, Mr. Réagan has
fallen—far—from grace.

Only three in 10 American voters view
Mr. Reagan positively, according to the
latest Wall Street:

Journal/NBC News
poll, with a stun-
ning 54% viewing
the two-term presi-
dent negatively~—
the highest nega-
tive ratings of any
major figure on the
national scene to-
day. Moreover, Mr.
Reagan is vieweq
far more negatively

than Jimmy Carter, / =
who is regarded

positively by 41% of ~ Ronald Reagan
U.S. voters, —

Even so, the planners of the Republican
convention have thrust Mr. Reagan for-
ward, if for no other reason than to help
consolidate the frayed GOP base. The
Journal/NBC News poll, conducted by tele-
phone last Monday through Wednesday,
shows'that 547 of Republicans stiil regard
Mr. Reagan positively,

“He’s still a revered member of his
party, and whatever his physical state,
he’s a Republican hero,” says former Gov,
Hugh Gregg of New Hampshire, a major
figure in GOP primary efforts for both Mr.
Reagan and Mr. Bush in that state. “The
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president needs everything he can get,
from anywhere.”

Republican planners expect Mr. Rea-
£an to talk about the gales of change that
have swept through the world during Mr.
Bush's presidency, taking credit for resaly-
ing the two major challenges of the age,
the end of communism and the contain-
ment of the nuclear threat. “He’ll also talk
about the importance of the presidency
and the importance of seeing Bush re-
elected to make sure we continue to
see progress throughout the world,” says
Craig Fuller, the convention chairman.

Mr. Reagan spoke at the lagt conven-
tion, the proud mentor watching his pro-
tege’s ascent. “George playeda major role
in everything that we have accomplished
in these eight years," he said at the time,
adding, inevitably: “George, just one per-
sonal request. Go out there and win one for
the Gipper.”

But this time, with Mr. Reagan’s popu-
larity in decline and Mr. Bush's re-election
in jeopardy, the job of Mr. Reagan is
different. “He's not up there for his popu-
larity but for his rhetorical skill,”” says
Ralph Whitehead, who analyzes public
opinion from the University of Massachu-
selts. “The Republicans desperately need
a story for 1092, and he is their best
storytelier.”

This doesn't worry Demoerats, “Let's
get him to speak every night,” says James
Carville, a top strategist for Gov. Bill
Clinton. William Carrick, 3 Los Angeles-
based Democratic political consultant,
says Mr. Reagan's presence “only high-
lights that all of our problems have their
origin in the nevernever jand of the
1980s,”

None of this troublés the Republicans,
who know that Mr. Reagan has delivered
some of his best speeches at GOP conven-
tions. ““This will take nothing away from
George Bush,” Says Labor Secretary Lynn
Martin, who is to speak Wednesday. *But
it gives us a sense of tradition, a link to the
past.”
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Bush Will Tilt
Economic Plan

Tothe Right

Domestic Agenda Expected
To Embrace Tax Cuts,
Address Deficit Fears

By James M. Perpy

And Joux Harwoop
Staff Reporters of THE WaLL STREET JOURNAL
HOUSTON — President Bush will use
this critical Republican National Conven-
tion, opening today, to sketeh out broadly a
new domestic program that moves toward

his party's conservative economic .

agenda.

Though Mr. Bush isn't expected to ¢all
for specific new tax cuts in his crueial
acceptance speech
Thursday night,
his aides sug-
gested he would
embrace the idea
of further tax cuts
during a second
term, paid for by
spending reduc-
tions.

The speech is still being hammered out,
but top aides say it will attempt to bridge
the gap in the party between supply-side
advocates who favor aggressive new tax
cuts and those traditional Republicans who
worty about the deficit.

The whole thrust by Mr. Bush at this
convention, in which he must begin to pull
hig'tattered campaign together, is to start
convineing doubting voters that he wants
to deal with domestic problems in a second
term. His new program would come down
hard on spending—including caps on many
entitlement programs, other than Social
Security — and will lead to tax cuts down
the line. He will argue that his Democratie
opponent, Gov. Bill Clinton of Arkansas,

doesn’t have the will to deal with the deficit: _

and will raise rather than cut taxes.

Mr. Bush hinted at a new tax-cutting
theme in a telephone call to convention
workers in Houston. He promised to out-
line an agenda to “reduce the burden of
government on our people and on their
pocketbook. And that's a very, very differ-
ent approach than the one that my oppo-
nent promises,"

In interviews leading up to the conven-
tion — he arrives here today — Mr. Bush
acknowiedged that pushing entitlement
cuts is politically risky, but argued there is
no other way -to deal realistically with
budget deficits.

“We need to control the growth of
lentitlement) spending—cap them at infla-
tion plus population growth—and it's going
to be tough,” Mr. Bush told ABC's David
Brinkley in an interview broadcast yester-
day. Mr. Bush has tried to go this route
before, but he has never pushed it hard. He
suggested he can vigorously pursue it now
without losing major political points, *I
don’t think fiscal sanity is a recipe for
defeat,” he told Mr. Brinklev. - .
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The “‘caps™ Mr. Bush is talking about
would probably apply to such automatic
benefit-paying programs as Medicare and
Medicaid, veterans’ pensions and perhaps
some farm subsidies,

In recent days, pro-growth, tax-cutting
Republicans led by Housing Secretary
Jack Kemp have beeq pressuring Mr. Bush
to embrace their whole agenda here at this
critical convention. Cheered by remarks
from James Baker, the new White House
chief of staff and overall campaign strate-
gist, Mr. Kemp flatly predicted Mr. Bush
would propose tax cuts in his speech.

That kind of speculation prompted a
quick reaction from the traditional,
budget-balancing wing of the party. “I'm
notcertain . . . a tax cut would be the right
medicine at this time,” GOP Senate leader
Bob Dole said on NBC's Meet the Press
program yesterday.

At his last convention, Mr. Bush prom-
ised he wouldn't increase taxes, and broke
that pledge in the deal he cut with Con-
gress in 1999. Mr. Bush has said that was a
mistake, even though he objected to calling
it that in the 1992 platform. The split within
the GOP is so wide that Mr. Dole still
doesn’t “totally agres” the budget deal,
reviled by conservatives, was a mistake,

White House aides were encouraged
that Mr. Baker could somehow pull all
these strands together. They expect one of
his first moves will be to reach out to a
broader array of campaign advisers. They
say that Roger Ailes, the party's toughest
consultant, will be brought back to super-
vise what almost everyone agrees has been
an inadequate TV-advertising campaign.
Mr. Ailes also will help Mr. Bush in speech-
and-debate preparation. They say Ed Rol-
lins, most recently a campaign adviser to
Ross Perot's exploratory campaign and
no friend to the president, may be called
upon for help, too.

While Mr. Bush was preparing to make
some concessions to his supply-side critics,
he gave no sign of giving in to party
moderates hoping to soften the party’s
strict anti-abortion position. The abortion-
rights advecates need the support of a
majority of delegates from six states to gat
the issue on the convention floor, but their
chances of rounding up sufficient votes
ranged anywhere from minimal to nil.
“All our delegates are under enormous
pressure from the White House,” 5ays
Nancy Sternoff, executive director of the
National Republican Coalition for Choice.

The fight could become nasty, as abor-
tion-rights supporters studied the pos-
sibility of making a series of parlia-
mentary mareuvers in which they would
refuse to glve unanimous consent on a
variety of routine motions, It's a tactic that
could tie in knots the convention's first
session. Bush managers were looking for
ways to handle such a challenge,

The abortion-rights Republicans seek
to strike tough platform language that says
““the unborn child has a fundamental right
to life which cannot be infringed” and
substitute what they call a reutral plank
supporting the “‘right of privacy” and says
the GOP has the strength to accommodate
‘‘diverse personal opinions.”
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How Much Should You Pay for a Dream?

“The first time I Jooked at a small busi-
ness, I had no idea how to arrive at a fair
price,” said a refugee from a large corpo-
ration who took early retirement and
planned to spend his nest egg on an entre-
preneurial business. “As we tried to put
our offer together, we kept getting side-
tracked by the dream of ownership. Was
this our shot at the wealth and freedom
that aecompanies entrepreneurial suc-
cess? How can you put a price on that?”

It is hard fo separate emotions from
intellect when looking at a small business
that may change your life. You shouldn’t
forget about your dreams, but try to put
them on hold as yeu sift through the
realities to arrive at a fair price to offer.

I find that a discussion with the sellers,
focusing on general, open-ended ques-
tions, is a good place to begin. It's best to
allow plenty of time for this process,
encouraging the owners to speak freely,
Some of my favorite guestions include:
How did they start the business? What
have been their most difficult hurdles?
How have they kept their customers
happy? Why do people buy their product?
What production problems have they had?
How did they locate sales and production
stalf? What has been their biggest suc-
cess? How do they see the future?

Employees hold vast amounts of infor-
mation, Speak with them, if only to say
‘hello and ask how things are going.
Workers who won't say hello — or even
smile — are giving an important message,
How high is turnover? Are wages competi-
tive? Has management been including
employees in critical decisions?

The next step is to shop the product.
Find out what peaple think about it. Use it
yourself and compare it with others, Then
gather all the information possible on

" competitors. Are they profitable? How
similar are their products? In comparison
with your acquisition target, how large are
the competitors? Do they seem to be
growing or shrinking? Are they well fj-
nanced?

The first rule in setting a price for the
business is to resist paying for future
growth. Many sellers will try to convince

you that with practically no effort at all,

the business will grow by leaps and
bounds. But common sense indicates that
if it were all that easy, the current owners
wouid stay and do it themselves. No matter
how well positioned the product, growth
requires the injection of additional capital
to increase production facilities, market-
ing efforts, administrative capabilities,
and so on. If you pay teo much to buy the
business, the additional funds required for
growth may not be available,

In arriving at a fair price, you must do
everything possible to find comparable
companies, In one case, we were trying to
find comparables for a sailboat manufac-
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Manager’s Journal
- By James E. Schrager

turing firm and were at a dead end. There

- were just no similar deals. In reading a

trade newspaper we discovered that failed
sailboat manufacturing firms often sold
their main tools of production (the fiber-
glass molds) for pennies on the doilar. This
proved to be a critical comparable in
pricing the transaction. In another case,
when trying to price 2 mini-warehouse
business, we stumbled upon a real estate
management company that specialized in
buying, selling and operating mini-ware-
houses. After discussing the business with
them, we had a very real sense of compara-
ble values.

Although comparables are the best way
to price a business, the financial state-
ments of your acquisition target will serve
as a roughguide. There are three numbers
[ suggest as upper limits for the target’s
price: Rarely is a small business worth
more than one times sales; four times book
value; or eight times net after-tax earn-
ings. There are exceptions, but in general
these rules help to eliminate businesses
that are priced well out of reach,

One important exercise in looking at
the financial statements is to disaggregate
the summarized totals: Find out what
makes up the cost of goods sold, investi-
gate factory overhead charges, under-
stand the selling and marketing expenses,
and so on. While looking at the income
statement, don't overlock the topic of cost
accounting. Ask the sellers several pointed
questions about the cost of their product or
service, and listen carefully to the an-
swers. If they appear not to worry, be
wary. In today's competitive environment,
there are few businesses that can afford to
be sloppy with cost control.

In addition to the usual balance sheet
issues such as recelvables (how many are
uncollectible?}, inventory (how much is
obsolete?) and payables (are they cur-
rent?}, your tour should include a diligent
search for non-balance sheet Nabilities,
These items include problems with govern-
ment agencies (such as the Environmenta!

Protection Agency, the Occupational
Safety and Health Administration, and the
Equal Employment Opportunity Commis-
sion, to name just a few), union issues,
patent problems, product liability law-
suits, and hidden tax liabilities.

Regardless of the price you calculate as-
fair, I always advise potential purchasers
not to act too quickly or allow themselves to
be rushed by sellers. Buyers of small.
businesses should be willing to patiently"
watch the business perform for at least a+
few months — or longer — before finalizing .
the offering price. I like to ask the sellers"
what they project for the next few months -
and see what happens.

Being less eager for a quick purchase
can also place you in a marvelous negotiat-
ing position. After all, when it's your
personal net worth on the line, you need-
more than just dreams. You need to re-
member that arriving at the right price for
a small business requires as much work
with your head as with your heart.

Mr. Schrager is president of Japan .
Capital Markets in Soutk Bend, Ind., and
leaches a course on entrepreneurship at -
the University of Chicago Graduate School ,
of Business. .
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Welcome to Hou

By WILLIAM MURcHISON'

The last time the Republican Party met
in Texas to renominate an incumbent
president was 1984, in Dallas. It was hot
enough that week to fry an egghead inte)-
lectual on the sidewalk, put who cared?
Such was the heat of morning, morning in
America.

Houston, a sauna bath of a city, suits
the Republiican Party’s present mood:
sweaty, tense, hunkered-down, bunkered-
in. A few rash minutes outdoors in sum-
mertime Houston can reduce grown politi-
cians to a dazed condition, during which
any self-immolatory act becomes possible.
(Didn’t the Demacrats, meeting here in
1928, nominate Alfred Emanuel Smith for
president?)

In  Houston, perspiration doesn‘t
trickle; it just sort of lies there, uncertain
which direction to go, A yellow haze fre-
quently " shrouds the §assy, modernistic
skyscrapers on which Houston rightly
prides itself. Stroll outdoors upon a fresh
morning, as the sun creeps above the oak
trees, and smell...the nearby oil refin-
eries,

Traffic Jams

Without air conditioning, as Houston-
ians freely admit, there would be no eity
here. Bad enough are the rraffic Jjams that
have historically ensnarled the elaborate
Ireeway system. No one wants to ride the
bus or even share his car with a neighbor
who might say something requiring a
response; call it, if you like, a residue of
Texas individualism. Not the only residue,
to be sure.

These are not put-downs from a Daljas
snob, jealous of his more numerous, often
mare prosperous and cuitivated, neighbors
far to the south, Houstonians — those I
know anyway — regard their atmospheric
and vehicular tribulations as part of the
order of things and so pride themselves on
their survival skills. Rather like New
Yorkers, come to think of it: Neither, for all
their complaining, would live elsewhere.

In Houston, George Bush got his start
in national politics — an event not all
Texans, or for that matter all Republicans,
regard with unmitigated satisfaction, but
there you are, what's to be done ahout itat
this point? His fellow Republicans gather
here this week to reaffirm him, in name if
not in deed, as their man of the hour. This
is not only George Bush's town, it's his
party, in both senses of the word.

George Bush, of Connecticut, came to
Houston in 1958. This was after a dozen
years in the West Texas oil boom town of

Midland. He helped found an off-shore.

drilling company in Houston, ran it sue-
cessfully, participated in local Republican
politics, served two terms in Congress,
formed a crucia) friendship with local legal
magnifico James Baker, tried for the U.8.
Senate twice, lost twice — the second time
to Lloyd Bentsen, in 1970 — left town to
serve the Nixon and Ford administrations
as Mr. Everything (U.N. ambassador, CIA
director, GOP national chairman). The
rest, as they say, is presidentia| politics,
As his legal residence, Mr, Bush main-
tains a room in a bankrupt Houston hotel.
Sly Democrats have been known to hire the
room for fund-raising functions. Anyway,
Texas residency affords the president free-
dom from state income taxes, personal and
corporate, a species of organized thievery

still shunned (nonetheless, read on) by the’

Texas legislature.

The president's political adversaries,
here as elsewhere, make sport of his
alleged un-Texanness, as evidenced
chiefly in his verbal mannerisms (“Just a
splash of coffee for me, please™) and dress
{3 necktie with green whales on it), The
aura of the Ivy League clings to Bush after
all these years — as if hig cowboy boots
came out of a Hammacher Schlemmer box.
Neither his claimed faney for pork rinds
nor his certified love of hunting and fishing
Cuts much ice with those determined to
depict him as the eternal Connecticut
squire.

Well, all right. This President ain’t no
Bubba, that's for sure, Feller don't drive no
pick-"em-up truck with no gun rack and no
"I ¥My Houn’ Dawg" sticker. Neither do
most native Texans. Ivy League diplomas
decorate office walls throughout modern
Texas — often enough, those of Texans

JR.  Ewing today
couldn’t get aloanto opena
lemonade stand, but spend-
mg to finance the growth of
the Texas state government
jumped nearly 200% be-
tween 1978 and 1990,

whose forebears herded steers for a living.
Macy's, Marshalj Field’s, Lord & Taylor,
and Tiffany’s have major Texas pres-
ences; Texans are at least as devoted to
them as to home-grown Neiman-Mareus,
whose cachet, sadly, has diminished since
the founding family sold out.

Texas, like the world at large, has
changed dramatically in recent decades,

“Its concerns are less and less regional,

more-and more national, not to say inter-
national. The Free Trade Agreement with
Canada and Mexico brings Texans face to
face with the paradoxes of trade policy,
one of which is: To get some, you give
some.

The trade agreement will give Texas a
lot: larger markets for its goods, more
Jjobs, more corporate headquarters, a big-
ger revenue base for local government,
and not least in importance a more Stable,
prosperous neighbor to the south, able to
create jobs for its own people, Mexico's
instability and poverty have over the past
two decades turned the Texas border into
the geographical equivalent of a sieve,

Hispanics today constitute about a
quarter of the state’s population. Many
were born here, others entered legally;
scores of thousands just up and came for
the opportunity denied them at home.
Mostly it works out, but differences based
on language and cultural outiook Somie-
times excile lension. There are streets
even in Dallas, 500 miles from the border,
where most signs are in Spanish. This is
part of the ifree trade paradox. Some
Texans haven't decided whether they want
less to do with Mexico or more.

The financial argument does resonate.
Oil is fast fading as a source of both
mythology and governmental revenues.
J.R. Ewing today couldn't get a loan fo
open a lemonade-stand, but spending to
finance the growth of the Texas state
government jumped nearly 200% between
1978 and 1580, thanks in part to one of the

ston, Y’Al]

nation’s highest state sales taxes (6.25%,
not counting local add-ons). In 1991, the
legislature bumped up spending nearly
20% for the 1992-93 biennium. At the same
time, a new school finance law, predicated
on the redistribution of local resources
from “rich™ districts to “poor” ones,
forced property tax levies 31 billion higher,
with no guidelines for spending the
money -~ on books, Astroturf, or BMWs for
the footbali coaches.

Gov. Ann Richards supported and
signed this absurd enactment, predicting
the educational millennium. Last spring
the state Supreme Court declared the tax
unconstitutional but, through an exquisite
feat of legal reasoning, allowed loca] dis-
tricts to g0 on coliecting it for another year
and a half. Texas judges aren’t necessarily
any more perceptive than Texas law-
makers. Indignant and put-upon taxpayers
are appealing in federal court,

What does Gov. Richards, a Demo-
cratic superstar, and likely candidate
for higher office, want to do about educa-
tion? The governor isn't letting on, likely
because she doesn't yet know. Talk of
2 state income tax floats freely in govern-
mental circles and sometimes receives
solemn nods of approval. 4 full-fledged
voucher plan, for private and public
schools alike, seems the obvious solution,

But the teachers’ unions, which helped put .

the governor in office, would come unglued
if she advanced any such statesladylike
remedy. The truth is, Texans have no idea
what kind of public school system they will
have a year hence, let alone whether its
inmates will be able to spell “‘cat,”

No Remedies, No Vision

In short, the government of Mr. Bush's
home state is adrift'— no remedies, no,
ahem, vision. The question arises: How
come? Isn’t Mr. Bush's Texas a so-called
conservative state? Why, if so, all the
spending, the taxes, the pro-feminist,
pro-choice, pro-teachers’ union governor?
Al the superficial level, it's because Ms,
Richards was lucky in her opponent.
Republican Claytie Williams, a certified
Bubba, would almost certainly have de-
feated her in 1990 had he not, amid
international publicity, tripped repeatedly
over a graceless tongue.

At a deeper level, could the problem
be modernity and malaise? That's a more
likely answer. Texans, in the post-J.R.
era, seem not to know what they want, nor
Is anybody in high office prompting
them.

The Bush-Quayle ticket carried Texas
in-1988 with 56% of the vote. Such a mar-
gin may not be attainable in 1992, Itchy,
nervous, dissatisfied with how things are
and yet uncertain how things ought to be,
Texans could be a tough seli for the Hous-
‘tonian who'd like just a splash of coffee,
Please. Dan Quayle's fervent fans in Texas
probably outnumber his boss's, Many of
those hundreds of thousands whose hearts
beat for native Texan Ross Perot have
started walking out in the evening with Biil
Clinton and Al Gore. Maybe it will Jast,
maybe it won't.

Meanwhile there's a convention to put
on: political steam to mingle with the
atmospheric variety. Honey — that's what

our governor likes {0 say when she’s on

national TV—yon all have fun, hear?

Mr. Murchison is a syndicated columnist
based at the Dallas Morning News.

——|




- THE WA

- . (primarily  with

_In his new memoirs  Ronald

Reagan Gives
Republicans
A Reality Check

By CLarK S. JUDGE
Tonight Ronald Reagan will speak be-
fore the Republican convention in Hous-
ton. You'd think the media would consider

. it a momentous event: a distinguished

elder statesman addressing his party and
the nation for the first time since leaving
office. Don’t count on it.

Mr. Reagan's long frustrated adversar-
ies in oh-so-clever Washington have de-
voted much of the past four years to
exorcising the former president's spirit
from inside the Beltway. Perhaps they
even believe their spin that a real-life twin
of Peter Sellers’s moronic Jeader in “Being
There”- defeated them in repeated elec-
tions and legislative confrontations, re-
vived an economy in nervous exhaustion,
and brought the Soviets down.

For the rest of us, tonight’s address is
a good occasion for a reality check. As
president, Mr. Reagan was sophisticated
in ways his critics have yet to grasp.
Today’s fashion is to dismiss him as
merely an actor, but smooth delivery was
the least of it. I remember watching him
give a speech just as written, yet the
meaning he conveyed was very different
from the-meaning 1 had put there. He had,
ina sense, peered into my draft and teased
out new dimensions, editing it without
changing a syllable. Here, I thought, is an
extraordinarily subtle intelligence.

Critics who talk about *"the role of a life-
time" and “sleepwalking through history™

lack the slightest grasp of why Mr. Reagan -

succeeded. The most significant aspect of
his professional
background was not
that he had been an
actor but that he
had been a labor e-
gotiator,

Mr. Reagan ap-
proached the presi-
dency as a platiorm
for  negotiatiops

Congress and the 7
Soviets). As former %
Attorney  Genera) A
Edwin Meese notes =
Reagan
{“*With Reagan,"” Regnery Gateway), Mr.
Reagan *had 2 definite theory" about
negotiating “and prided himself OR his
abilities.” He used public opinion as a
bargaining lever. Speeches and appear-
ances were devices for working this lever,
as were the White House's press office and
its public liaison, public affajrs and media
affairs operations.

Time after time, in classic labor leader
fashion, Mr. Reagan marshaled popular
Support, then held out to the last moment
before coming to terms. And although
during negotiations he would stand behind

-~ the curtain as much as possible (another

classic parleying technique), he stepped
forward when necessary todrive deals toa
close (as with his moves just before pas-
sage of the '81 tax act) or to jump-start
stalled talks (as at Reykjavik).

l
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Mr. Reagan was a voracious reader and
an atlentive listener. And the administra-
tion’s staff system forced extensive discus-
sion of issues before they reached his desk.

.. Every department angd agency involved in

4 matter was included in the deliberations.
By the time they went public on an issue,
Mr. Reagan and his team had thought
through where they would stand and why.
The president devoted particular care to

- defining uitimate goals and moral under-
* pinnings. He never gave the slightest hint

that any position was “just politics.” He
always appealed to a fundamental sense of
justice, which made life easy for speech
writers and hard for critics,

Detractors paint the Reagan adminis-
tration as an unalloyed collection of like-
minded ideologues. The truth is that Mr.
Reagan united once antagonistic moder-
ates and both Republican and Democrat
conservatives into something like a coali-
tion government. It was Mr. Reagan's
career-long practice to fuse rival tradi-
tions. In California, for example, Gov,
Reagan brought together the free market
views of Southern California Republicans
Wwith  non-partisan, good  government
stands recailing such northern California
Progressives as Earl Warren, Judicial
nominations were removed from patron-
age politics, as they were, to a large
Extent, once Mr. Reagan got to Washing-
ton. Ability mattered in making appoint-
ments far more than connections.

The ultimate fusing of traditions came
when the president married anti-comtnu-
nism with the forms of anti-nuclear actiy-
Ism. Mr. Reagan's arms reduction and
elimination proposals foiled the Soviet
gambit to turn European pubiic opinion
against new missile deployments and par-
alyze NATO. His Strategic Defense Initia-
tive was disarmament through technology
rather than diplomacy. It threatened to
make the Soviet rocket force ohsalete and,
with the Soviet €conomy approaching col-
lapse, helped break Moscow’s will. In a
manner characteristic of his entire politi-
cal life, Mr, Reagan turned stances that
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had been Staples of the pro-Soviet left to !

| anti-Soviet ends.

When the evi] empire fell, oh-so-clever
Washington said it showed that the accom-

.| modationists had been right all along. And
-1 It still insists that our longest peacetime -

BCOnOmIc expansion was 5 disaster. But
the publics of the pld communist bloc are
said to adore Mr. Reagan above all world
figures, excepting perhaps the pope. And
in the U.S., the former chief executive has
received enthusiastic ovations of late when
he has called for repeal of the two-term
limit on presidents.

Washington may not get it But tonight,
as the rest of us watch and listen, we might

* remember how rare was the combination

of gifts Ronald Reagan brought to the
presidency. How blessed was the nation to
have had him in office, And how acute his
view has always been of our past, our
bresent and our future,

Mr. Judge, q Washington consultant and
teriter, was a specigl assistant for speech
writing to President Reagan.
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Abortion’s Antipolitics

Aborfion, so much the focys of the
GOP's platform debate in Houston, is
an issue that has disconnected itself
from the normal workings of the U.S,
political system, The combatants on
both sides have gone off like the
fighter ships in “'Star Wars” to wagea
death struggle out among the aster-
oids. Why would unarmed politicians
getin the middle of that? )

The reality, though, is unsettling:
An astounding 29 of every 100 U.S,
bregnancies is aborted. What is going
on here? The general public should be
getting more information about why
nearly one of every three conceptions
is “unwanted.” Instead, they get only
battle reports from the fronts — the
clinics, the courts, the conventions.

We suspect most serious voters
can't see much place for themselves on
the battlefield., What polling and re-
search has been done on public atti-
tudes seems to say that most people
don’t view the aborting of fetuses as a
neutral act. They don’t like it They
do think it is a private choice better
left to a woman’s individua] circum-
stances, but also think there is a Place
for restrictions on minors and trimes-
ter limitations,

A person holding such views
wouldn't find much friendiiness from
the activists. Abortion has become Us
vs. Them.

Among the media, there is a
strong, non-objective and unapologeti-
cally pro-abortion faction, which en-
sures that the pro-choice movement
will be depicted as the forces of social
empathy and the pro-life people as up-
from-the-muck fundamentalists. So
the Republican platform hearings in
Houston is seen as sternly uncompro-
mising “‘conservative pro-life forces'
(which they are) driving the GOP “di-
versity moderates” out of the Big
Tent. TV news coverage of the subject
last Friday was overwhelming.

It was scarcely a story, though,
when the Democrats at the New York
convention wouldn't let pro-life Gover-
nor Casey of Pennsylvania even
speak. The GOP at least had a ful} and
open debate. Not the Clinton Demo-
crats. The party line in New York was,
it you don't support us, keep your
mouth shut. Discussions ahout con-
Sént and trimesters were verboten.
That would be disioyal ““to women.”

The disdain that these liberals
show toward those who don't share
their worldview is viscera! and it isin-

tense. This is the same group that
pointedly excluded from their move-
ment women who decided to stay
home to raise their families. It's a
rather authoritarian kind of freedomn
that these pro-abortion women are
pressing, They are political only in the
sense that they want the political sys-
tem to give them what they want — all
of it. No compromises. The GOP's
abortion plank js indeed absolutist,
but only a mirror-image reaction to
the Democrats’ absolutism.

The two sides battling in the aster--

oid field hold irreconcilabje views. For
Democrats of the sort at their conven-
tion, abortion is value-free, a medical
pracedure. For those at the GOP con-
vention, abortion is a serious sin, a re-
versal of humanity's normal cotrse,
And though the pro-life forces have
lately been running some well-made
TV commercials, neither side seems
much interested in the political task of
persuading the larger population why
it is right. Instead, each side assumes
the correctness of its views and the
nonconverted be damned. The media,
especially TV, serve ag ringmasters
for the spectacle.

Politics usually involves compro-
mise, and our view has been that the
proper forum for resolving the abor-
tion conflict is the state legislatures,
Indeed, what flipped the jssue into the
asteroids was the Supreme Court’s no-
tion that it could djvine law in *pen-
umbras and emanations” from the
Constitution. Legislatures were de-
signed to air out and absorbh the inten-
sities of factions; legisiative solutions
to the abortion issue, here ang in Euro-
pean nations, tend toward the centrist
view rather than the extremes of ei-
ther side. But encouraged by the
Court, the minimal-restrictions Demo-
crats want judges or a presidential
Medicaid edict to impose abortion law
directly, outside the political process.

This has produced an equal opposite - -

force, inevitably in the Republican .. : -

party. .
We would not like to see the Repub-
lican abortion plank become law, or
the Democratic plank either, But in
the historical development of the is-
sue, the pro-choice side started the
fight, And it is the Democrats, not the
Republicans, who want to avoig sub-
mitting this matter to a legislative pol-
ltics Bely to refleci the mnoral sentj-
ments of the general public.
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The Reagan Legacy

"When he rises to the podium in
Houston tonight, Ronald Reagan will
survey a world radically transformed
since Republicans first nominated him
for president in 1986. We wonder if that
world has yet taken the full measure of
his consequential presidency.

~ This is the dangerous hawk, after
all, who somehow diminished the nu-
clear threat and the Cold War on his
watch. While credit for the collapse of
communism goes to many, Ronald
Reagan was the man who publicly pre-
dicted its demise in the early 1980s.

"-Mr. Reagan, better than most in
the West, understood that perestroika
was a desperate attempt to save a
failed system. It's a significant irony
that the same Americans who derided
Mr. Reagan’s “‘evil empire” speech
give all of the credit for the Russian
revolution to Mikhail-Gorbachev. Rus-
sians and Ukrainians are the ones who
credit Ronald Reagan for telling the
truth about, and standing firm
against, their system.

" Likewise, Reaganomics has to be
the most imitated “failure” in history.
Sweden’s Carl Bildt, Mexico’s Carlos
Salinas and free-market reformers
from India to Argentina are all in some
sense “Reaganites.” They are lower-
ing tax rates, cutting bureaucracy and
opening their nations to global compe-

* tition, President Salinas recently told

Forbes magazine, “We've reduced tax
rates and strengthened enforcement,
and now we are getting more reve-
nue,”

In the U.S., of course, the same
critics who said the growth of the 1980s
could never happen now say it was all
illusory. The 18 million new jobs, the
creation of such entirely new indus-
tries as biotechnology and the van-
quishing of inflation and 20% interest
rates presumably never happened. We
wish Mr. Reagan had done more to
control federal spending, but his
critics somehow forget that Congress
is complicit. They also ignore the tax
increases, as well as the spending and
regulatory boom, that have taken
Place since Mr. Reagan left town.

In any event, even the Democrats
who attack the 1980s pay him the com-
pliment of imitation. No one but the
most hard-bitten leftist is proposing
Big Government anymore. Even Jerry
Brown endorses a flat tax. Bill Clinton
wants, or at least says he wants, “em-
powerment not entitlement," work not
weifare, and an end to “big bureaucra-
cies.” Democrats don’t quite say gov-
ernment is the problem, only that they
are eager to “‘reinvent” it, Bill Clinton
even denies he’s a “liberal.” Just as
Margaret Thatchér forced the Labor
Party to change, Ronald Reagan

forced the Democrats to eschew its
McGovern wing to have any chance of
regaining the presidency.

So why, four years after he left of-
fice, does the Reagan political coali-
tion seem in jeopardy? Part of the ex-
planation lies in Mr. Reagan's very
success. The long 1980s boom and the
collapse of communism understanda-
bly dimmed public memory of the
Brezhnev Doctrine and stagflation.
Part also lies in the genius of those,
friends and enemies alike, who've
sought to rewrite history. Michael
Deaver still talks as if his stagecraft
mattered more to the Reagan presi-
dency than did its beliefs and achieve-
ments. Mr. Reagan's famous guip that
anything is possible if you don't mind
who gets the credit has taken on an
ironic twist.

The Reagan legacy has suffered
most, however, at the hands of the
man whom Ronald Reagan did so
much to elect, George Bush. In their
zeal to prove they were better than
Reaganites, many Bush appointees
embraced the agenda of Democrats.
Sam Skinner’s early tenure at Trans-
portation is perhaps the model of -this
behavior: He derided Reaganite
“idealogues” and boasted of his abil-
ity to get along with Congress. '

Mr. Bush abandoned the reforming
populism that animated the Reagan
coalition — the “vision thing” — in fa-
vor of Washington deal-making. Mr.
Bush downplayed the need for public
communications, thereby letting
George Mitchell frame the public de-
bate. He dismissed the Reagan
speech-writers because, as budget di-

rector Richard Darman once put it, .

they had too many ideas. The failure
to make a public case, along with the
poor economy and breaking of the tax
pledge, cost support among Reagan
Democrats especially.

To be fair, Mr. Bush was forced to
contend with an especially hostile and
cynical Congress. Even Ronald Rea-
gan had two mediocre years after he
lost the Republican Senate in 1986. Mr.
Reagan’s own failure to confront Con-
gress in those last two years were a
bad precedent. But Mr. Reagan had
SIX years of success to draw on and
never hesitated to make the politicai
choices clear in speech after speech.
It's notable that the one time Mr. Bush
sought to go over the heads of Con-
gress, during the Gulf War, he suec-
ceeded brilliantly.

The irony of this political season is
that Mr. Bush’s only hope to win re-
election js to reunite the Reagan coali-

tion. He can start by explaining to the |~

country the importance of the Reagan
legacy.
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U.S. AppearsSet
‘ToConfrontIraq

OverInspections

. Bush Denies Military Action

Would Be Timedto Give
‘Boost to His Campaign

By GEraLD F. SeIB
Staff Reporter of Tur WaLL STREET JOURNAL

WASHINGTON—The Bush administra-

- tion is preparing for a new showdows and

_' " possible military conflict with Irag over
* plans by United Nations weapons inspec-

tors to try to enter another Iraqi ministry
building,

U.N. inspectors tracking down weapons
of mass destruction will demand access to
an Iragi government ministry, perhaps as
garly as today or tomorrow, despite a

. 'recent warring by Iraq that it wouldn't
- - 2llow inspectors inside any more ministry

buildings, senior administration officials

said. The pending ministry inspection, |

reported in yesterday's New York Times,
JImmediately prompted speculation that

"the timing might be designed to give

President Bush a political boost during this
week's Republican convention in Houston,
That assertion is heatedly denied by ad-
ministration policy makers who say the
U.N. schedules inspections.

Mr. Bush himself, in remarks at the
White House, declared: “The U.N. makes
these decisions™ about the timing of in-
spections. He added: “The campaign and

- the convention have nothing to do with

" this."

Moreover, some senior U.S, aides sus-
pect that Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein
may choose to coaperate for now with the

" U.N., to rob the politically troubled Pres;-

dent Bush of an opening to move against

“him. Iraq’s attitude may be wade clear

- garly this week, officials said. The U.s.,

which has been-warning for two weeks that
it won't allow Iraq to declare ministry

- buildings off-limits, has suggested that

U.N. inspectors challenge Irag with a
ministry search in part to show Baghdad

" “that it can't dictate terms to U.N. teams.

[

" Some administration aides clearly would

be happy if Saddam Hussein defied the
inspectors and gave Mr. Bush a chance to

‘go after Iraq again soon. “It might be

useful to show that he needs to obey
U.N. sanctions,” said a senior Bush aide.
But this aide also cautioned that the

: Iraqi leader, who has proven skilliful at

calculating precisely how far to push the

" world community, may decide not to inter-

fere with the inspection-and avoig giviig
Mr. Bush a pretext to act, "My guess is
they would let it go ahead," the zide said.
A team of U.N. experts now in the country
has been condueting a series of inspections

- without interference by Iraq,

What's more, U.S. offi¢ials yesterday

" speculated that the renewed attention on
' Inspection plans may prompt U.N. officials

to postpone the ministry inspection simply
to illustrate that the U.S. isn't calling the
shots. The inspection could be put off until
a new inspection team arrives ater in the
month. While the U.S. consults with U.N.
weapons inspectors, final decisions on
inspection activities are made by Rolf
Ekeus, a Swedish diplomat who has proven
surprisingly stubborn at times,

In any event, if Iraq defies a2 U.N.
request, the U.S. doesn't intend to wait

long before responding militarily. Consul- .

tations have been held with other members

of the U.N. Security Council, particularly

with France and Britain, about staging an
FPlease Turn to Page A%, Column 5
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Bush Seems Set.to Confront Iraq,
Denies Any Links to Convention

Continued From Page A3

air strike within days. U.S. officials say
they won't let another impasse fester for
several weeks, as did an earlier dispute
about access to Irag’s agriculture minis-
try. And Saudi Arabia, the country where
much of America's ait power in the region
is situated, is ready to move quickly,
officials said.

Perhaps to underscore the point, the
Pentagon said that Lt. Gen. Michael
Nelson, the new commander of the Air
Force component of the U.S. Middle East
command, Is traveling in the Middle East
with a staff of abont 30 people. The trip is
designed to let Gen, Nelson ‘‘establish
military contacts,” the Pentagon sald, but
it also puts a top air commander in the
region to supervise any air strikes.

And Mr. Bush reiterated yesterday that
*all options are open.”

Still, a few days would pass befare
military action occurred after an Iraqi
rebuff to inspectors, My, Ekeus first would
report to the Security Council, and the
U.S., Britain and France then would
seek a statement of condemnation from the
U.N. Security Council before moving.

And it's far from certain that Mr. Bush
would want the action to take place this
week, when he is being blessed by his party
for another presidential campaign, A clean
strike at Iraq might be a political benefit,
particulariy because it would increase the
attention paid to Mr. Bush at a time when
he is trying to define himself as more of a
tested leader than Democrat Bill Clinton.

At the same time, though, a military

° move during the convention week would be

even more likely to be crificized as a

politically inspired gambit than if it hap-
pened at another time. Moreover, if the
administration chose to strike with planes
in addition to unpiloted cruise missiles, it
would run the risk of losing U.S. planes or
pilots, which could cast a pall over the
Republican convention.

But if Mr. Bush wants to try to provoke
a confrontation, there are ample opportu-
nities to do so through U.N. inspections.
Irag’s defense ministry, one center of its
programs to produce chemical, biological
and nuciear weapons, was bombed in last
year's war to drive Iragi troops out of
Kuwait. In the aftermath of the war, one
senior U.S. officiai says, Irag’s new de-
fense ministry offices are *“scattered
among a bunch of ministries.” The official
adds: *‘So we think there are documents in
various ministries.™ So far, U.N, inspec-
tors say, they haven't sought to enter top
defense ministry offices.
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Job Loss From Pact Is Called Sm_all

By SYLVIA NASAR

The North American Free Trade
Agreemént is a potent new source of
anxiety for workers rattled by reces-
sion and high unemployment in the
United States. But economists have
reached a consensus that the nega-
tive effects of freer trade with Mexico
on jobs, though painful, will almost

certainly be smalier than many now .

fear.

I ratified, the pact will gradually
phase out most United States tariffs
on imports from low-wage Mexico,

while knocking down roadblocks to -

American investment below the Rio
. Grande. “'People are very, very.con-
. cerned abdut losing jobs,” said Victor
M. Munoz, an A.F.L.-C.1.O. organizer
in California and Texas. “It's the
biggest topic.!” .

A research team at the University
of Michigan has concluded that as
few as 15000 to 75,000 American
workers — out of a work force of 120
million — could lose their jobs over 10
years as a result of the pact, The

researchers. analyzed United States -

trade agreements since the round of
global trade talks during the Kennedy
Administration.- At least as many
jobs are likely to be pained as lost, the
researchers concluded.

Tople of Political Debate —

The notion that American job
losses, over all, will not_be over-
whelmingly large is in contrast to the
heated political debate on the topic in
rece:}: weeks, parhicularly consigé:‘ar'-
ing the widespread impression-that
many billions of dollars will be need-
ed to compensate such workers. What
is more, the job cuts are likely to.be
matched by job gains elsewhere in
the econamy, the researchers say.

Displaced workers — divided more
or less evenly between managers and
professionals, skilled and unskilled
workers — would be forced to find
jobs in other industries and other
states, risking long spells of unem-
ployment. Some may need job re-
training or more education. .

The losers are likely to be dis-
persed across many states and indus-
tries. No state, for example, ‘is likely

to suffer more than one-sixth of the.

total job losses, the researchers say.
And the net losses for states that lose
more jobs than they add — probably
California and the upper Midwest —
are expected to range from a few
dozen jobs to a couple of thousand.
Permanent job losses from freer
. trade with Mexico are likely to be
limited further by the ‘phasing in of
tariff reductions over as many as 15
" years, especially for products like
{ruits and vegetables that are politi-
cally important because-of the oppo-
sition of American growers.
As for the automobile industry, the
sheer complexity of new rales setting

minimum levels for domestic parts in
4auto preduction, along with the dilapi-
dated state of much of the Mexican
auto jndustry, should slow Mexico's
penetration of United States markets.
Winning and Losing Industries
*'Some industries will expand while
others contract, and workers will
have, to shift from one industry to
another,” gald Robert M. Stern; an

economist at the University of Michi-,

gan !The analysis was cénducted
Professor Stern, along with a col-
league, Alan Deardorff, and Drusiila
Brown at Tufts University,

Their analysis is intended to serve
as.an indication of the scale and po-
tential regional effects of the trade
agreement, not as a precise predic-
tion of particular numbers of jobs iost
or gained by particular industries,

In New York state, for instance, a
couple of thousand jobs in electrical
equipment manufacturing may well
disappear over a decade.g&s less-
skilled assembly jobs go to Mexico,
But more jobs conld emerge in indus-
tries like publishing, computers and
even apparel, ullimately providing a
net gain to New York of an estimated
700 jobs. Toial factory jobs in the

Economists say -
free trade will add
as well as take
away U.S. jobs.

state now number just under a mil-
lion; New York’s exports to Mexico
nearly reached $1 billicn last year.
Samuel M. Ehrepholt, the New
York regional commissioner of the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, said of the

-impact of the accord on the

tate:
'1t's not black and white. But 3 the

~whole, it’s going to be a plus.”
Or consider Texas, the biggest ex- .

porter to Mexico among the 50 states,
It may gain jobs in agriculture, chem-
fcals and plastics, but risks losing
1,000 more jobs in industries like
glass, metal fabrication and produc-
tion of transportation equipment.

Professors Stern, Deardorff and
Brown tried to factor in the effects of
stepped-up American investment in
Mexico, the biggest concern in the.
eyes of American labor unlons, &s
well as the reduction of tariffs.
Other Causes of Job Losses

Even so, the number ‘of workers
displaced each year by the trade
pact, Professor Stern reckoned,
would be roughly one-tenth the num-
ber of those who will lose thelr jobs
because of cuts in military spending,

_number laid

Ojeda said.,

to say nothing of the even larger
off as a result of the
recent recession.

Raul Hinojosa Ojeda, a professor of
urban planning at the University of
California at Los Angeles and & co-
author of a new study of the Califor-
nma economy, said, “We have lost
more jobs to Arizona and Nevada
l.haTx'ila to lh;[exico." R

t is not as surprising a3 it ap.
pears. Mexico's economy is just ong-.
twentieth the sfze of that of the United
States. American tariffs on most
Mexican goods are already negligi-
ble. Most important, the export of
American jobs will be limited by the
fact that it now takes, on average,
three Mexican factory workers to
produce the same amount in an hour
as one American worker, limiting the
number of activities that can be prof-
itably relocated to Mexico,

The losers are likely to be in indus-
tries that have been moving assem-
bly cperations to lower-wage coun-
tries. The winners are likely to be
heavy machinery, chemicals and oth-
er manufacturing industries that
have aiready benefited from the dou-
bling of exports to Mexico from the
United States since 1987, L

Textiles, appare] and agriculture,
Ccommonly -thought to be big losers,
might actuatly add jobs.

“Everybody’s ail freaked otit about
garments,”  Professor  Hinojosa
“But the L.A. garment
industry Is a competitive design and
marketing center. Mexico, on'the oth-
e{r hand, is extremely uncompeti-
t ve."

"Estimates of Lost Wage

. 'The University of Michigan team
figures that the amount of wages
likely to be lost by displaced workers
will probably not exceed $400 million
in today’s dollars, or $40 million a
fear.wermedemde. That is just a
mntlly of the more than $4 billiog
currently budg
fly effectiv

eted — if not necessar-
ely spent — by the Federal
Govem:l;gnrt for job ung. ﬂ;‘)g
grams Or cCompensa WO!

who lose jobs because of imports.

The new estimate of dollar losses is
smallér than an earlier projection by
Gary Hufbauer and Jeffrey Schott at
the Institute for International Rela-
tions, Nonetheless, they agree that
compensating workers hurt by the
trade agreement will not be as costly ;

imes

as many critics of it seem to believe.

The House majority leader, Repre-

sentative Richard Gephardt of Mis. .

souri, recently proposed a border tax *
to finance a program for displaced
workers, But he does not now have a
working estimate for the number of
Individuals likely to need assistance,
“We symipathize with Gephardt's
cancern, but we don't think we need
something like a border tax" Mr.
Hufbauer said, **We’re not talking big

bucks.” -
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Laredo, Téx., Braces for Free Trade

By THOMAS C. HAYES

Special 1o The New York Times

LAREDO, Tex, Aug. 15 — For the
last 250 years, the economic rhythms
in this town at Mexico's doorstep
have been set by events on the other
side of the Rio Grande. But it is clear
that few developments in Laredo's
coloriul history will prove more ep-
ochal than the remaval of high tariffs
that protected Mexican commerce
from competitors in the North.

After it joined the General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trade in 1987,
Mexico drastically cut tariffs on
American imports of shoes, appare]
and soft drinks, down to an averageof
5 percent today from 80 percent pre-
viously. Since then the Laredo econ-
omy — dominated by warehousing,

" trucking and retailing businesses —

has been surging.
Andif the optimists are correct, the
economic growth will continue as g

result of the North American Free

Trade Agreement on which negotia-
tors completed work last week. The
deal still requires legislative approv-
al in Canada, Mexico and the United
States, but residents, developers and
banker here are already hoping that
American and Capadian companies
will begin to build manufacturing and
distribution plants in Laredo to be
closer to Mexican markets.

The Obstacles o Growth .

But obstacles on both sides of the
border could prevent or restrict those
investments. They include poor roads
made dangerons, and occasionally
deadly, by the lengthening caravans
of 18-wheel trucks bearing down from
the north. And some local business-
foen say there is a tradition of occa-
sional graft in the Mexican courts
that would make expansion by Amer-
ican companies risky.

Laredo, a town with an Old World
Spanish feel, is populated mainly by
poor Mexican-Americans. Half of all
freight shipments moving into Mexi-
co from the United States pass

Interstate 35 in downtown Laredo,
into Mexico from the United Sta

Half of all freight shi
tes pass through the to

pments moving

through Laredo, whi
American Highway,
of San Antonio and n
rey, a big Mexican
with more than three

ch sits on the Pan
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Laredo Braces for Even Freer Trade -

Continued From First Business Page

vo Laredo and other towns in north-
ern Mexico.

Analysts and business leaders here
say that more maquiladoras, assem-
bly siles for everything from wire
harnesses for automobiles to shoes
and Kitchen cabinets, will be built
whether or not the trade agreement is

. enacted. The cheap labor, with hourly
‘wage rates near $1-now,-has steadily
lured more American companies
since the Mexican Government
sharply devalued the peso against the
dollar in 1982 — a decline that has
continued virtually unabated.

But many Laredo business owners

who prospered by adjusting to the.

ways of protectionist Mexico say the
free trade era could ruin them. The
network of customs brokers that
sprang up to guide shippers through
the rituals of Mexican customs
agents is threatened.

So are Laredo trucking companies
that do most of their work within 20
miles of the border, handling the
transfer of trailers stocked with
Amerfcan goods onto, Mexican-char-

¥tefid trucks. Mexicaii law currently
bank ., trucking companies
~ frem hauling aty goods scuth of the
border, but that stricture would be
phased oul over seven years under
-the free-trade pact.
“If a U.5. carrier can go all the way
- to Mexico City, and a Mexican carrier
can go all the way to Chicago, there
won't be any need to stop in Laredo,”
said George Quesada, president of
" Gatewgy Transfer Inc. in Laredo. He
said 80 percent of Gateway’s business
was transferring trailer rigs between
American-: and-.:\,‘Mexican trucking
companies. .
..~ Local bankers and business ex-
g perts-agree.that free trade will jolt
“somé, partsiof the bordefeconomy.
L Recent studles by the Usiversity of
Texas and Deloitte & Touche, the
accounting firm, concluded that
many .big American retailers would
open stores In big population centers
like Mexico City and Monterrey.

That would mean fewer Mexican
consumers traveling:by car and bus
from as far away as Mexico City to

- shep &t American berder stores, the

"studies concluded. Gérry Schwebel,

senior vice president at the-interna-

. tional Bank of Commerce, the largest

. bank based in Laredo, said many

_business owners lke Mr. Quesada
*were confused and worried.

“The biggest concern we have.Is
the fear of the unknown,” Mr. Schwe-
bel said. “It’s how the small and
medium-sized companies adjust to
impreving competition that will
make them succeed or get hart.”

For most of Laredo, the easing of
trade barriers so far has been a boon.
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ernment pared tariffs five years ago.
The hulking Wal-Mart store, the
biggest of the nearly 1,800 Wal-Marts
in the nation that do not sell grocer-
ies, replaced a smaller store opened
-in 1983 that had posted more sales in
each of the last five years than an
other Wal-Mart. .
Other national retailers are mov-
ing in. Laredo’s first Toys "“R" Us
store is being erected as part of a new
shopping mall that will stand acrossa
grassy field from the new Wal-Mart.
A Target discount store is ready.to
open nearby. .
Vicente V, Garza, who owns sev-
eral shops in town along the river,
said more Mexicans were shopping in

The trade pact
offers rewards and
and risks for a Rio
Grande town.

Laredo and border towns closer to the

Gulf of Mexice, including McAllen,

Harlingen and Brownsville, bicause
the GATT rules had effectiveliylow-
ered prices Mexicans pay for mer-
chandise north of the Rio Grande.
Local officials are scrambling to
biiild new roads and expand other
city services, while Laredoans com-
plain of a shortage of apartments and
new homes. Analysts and builders
say warchouse space is leased quick-
ly. The Laredo populatidn is expected
to reach 200,000 later this decade, up
-from 133,000 today. .

‘We Already Have Free Trade? .

For now, Laredo is the fastest
growing city in Texas. The city man-
ager, Peter H. Vargas, said new con-
struction, business expansions and
other indicators of growth should ¢on-
tinue to rise by about 25 percent a
year if the free trade agreement is

S ——

The jobless rate, avercging 9.6 per-

cent this year through June, is the
lowest in more than a decade. About
10,000 jobs have been added in the

. last four years, a gaih of 23 percent, t¢ :

54,000, according to the Teéxas Em-
ployment’ Commission, The average
annual pay in last year's fourth quar-
ter, was $17,700, up 7.7 percent from
$16,400 at the end of 1590,
The Wal-Mart Indicator

. ‘The opening of a new Wal-Mart
discount store three mites north of

the Rio Grande on July 25 gives one
measure of how Laredo retail sales

have surged since the ngican Gov- '

enacted. .
“Free trade? For practical pur- -
poses, we already have {ree trade in"-*
Laredo,” Mr. Vargas said. Not entire-
ly, of course. Mexican labor laws still |
make it far more costly for American-
companies to ship concrete forms; *
build metal warehouses and provide -
other goods and services in Mexico
than in the United States. One exam-
ple: Cancrete mixed by machine in*.
the United States and made inte -
forms for roads, walls or other uses,
must be priced in Mexico-as if thes
entire process were done by hand. "~

Wary of Expanding South

And the Mexican lepal system
makes some border business execus
tives wary of expanding south of the
Rio Grande, There are no jury trials”
in Mexico, and legal codes are far
more brief than in the United States,
factors that give Mexican judges
vastly more power than American
judges. i

Mr. Garza, whose stores generated
sales of $40 miilion in American bor-
der towns last year mostly from Mex-
ican shoppers, said he had no plans to
open stores across the river in Nuevo
Loredo, with its 475,000 people; near
-sthe Gulf of Mexicp,.where another-

600,000 Meéxicans five by the border,

or in populous Monterrey, three hours

south of Laredo by car. )

“Even with your own people, you
can still get into trouble in Mexico
with their laws,” he said. “'If you try

-1o claim anything or sue anybody, it's
~only the final word of the judge.”

Mr. Garza said that many Mexi-
cans used to buy goods in big quanti-
ties at wholesale prices from him and
othér retajlers on the American side,
then bribe Mexican customs agents
to avoid big tariffs when they crossed
the border. That left hefty profits for
‘them after they sold the goods. Lower

..tariffs and betterandits-at Mexican
“customs’ offices’ caiigéd*these Mexi:
-can peddlers to buy more cheap im-
‘ports from foreign suppliers, he said
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Abroad at Home

ANTHONY LEWIS

The Vicar of Bray

Houston
Would George Bush really provoke
a confrontation with Iraq so Ameri-

-can bombs fall on Baghdad in the

week of the Republican Convention?

The story, reported by Patrick E.
Tyler in The New York. Times, sug-
£e5ls a use of Presidential power so
cynical that it makes gne gasp. But
George Bush i% th&" man who said he
would *do what I have to do to be re-
elected.” And he is the man who in a
lifetime of politics has traded every
value he may ever have had for the
sake of office.

The perception that there is no bot-
tom line in this President is what
I believe explains his decline. In

‘Twilldo what I
have to do to be
re-elected.’

e,

the hollowness is the collapse,

His abandonment of Principle in
order t0 get ahead Is commonly
traced to his nomination for Vice
President in 1980, In 1870, campaign-
ing for the Senate, he had said that
"“women should have the freedom to
choose or not to choose an abortion."
On the Reagan ticket in 1980, he be-
came a fervent opponent of abortion.

But the process of shedding princi-
ple had begun much earlier. Ga
Wills traced the history brilliantly in
The New York Review of Books dated
Aug. 13, in a piece entitled “The Hos-
tape.”

Mr. Bush bepan in politics in the
Texas Republican Party of the 1960°s
= a-party, Mr. Wills points out, that
was dominated by the extreme right.
So when Mr. Bush first ran for the
Senate, in 1964, he opposed the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and refused to
repudiate the crazies of the John
Birch Society.

Afterward he said he was ashamed
of “not Speaking out" He told his
minister, John Stevens, “You know,
John, I took some of the far-right
positions to get elected, I hope I never
do it again.”

But he did. To get on the Reagan
ticket he swallowed what he had
called “voodog economics,” and he
embraced the spejat agenda of
the religious right. He told Jerry Fal-

well that he had been born again.
As President he has continged his

ardent courtship of the right. He even -

vetoed a bill to set up a desperately

" needed fetal-tissue bank for research

on such grave illnesses as Parkin-
son’s disease. He said the bill would
encourage abortions, though ijts
terms forbade abortions to provide
research material,

All politicians have to compromise,
Most engage in a degree of hypocrisy
from time to time. But Mr. Bush has
made cynicism a way of life.

When he nominated Clarence
Thomas to the Supreme Court, he
said that of all possible candidates in
the country Judge Thomas was “the
best qualified.” No one even thought
of believing that absurdity. Conserva-
tives were told that Judge Thomas

would be a sure vote against abortion, -

as he has proved to be.

The television advertising he has
used in the run-up to the convention is
an example of cynicism sp unembar-
rassed that it could be called debonair,

“We must strengthen the Amer;.
can family,” Mr. Bush told voters in
one of the spot ads. That from the
President’ who vetoed the most im-
portant pro-family legislation of our
age, the bill that would reguire large
companies to give employees unpaid
family and medica] leave.

“We must increase respect for the
law," he said. That from a man who
for 12 years has been part of two of
the most lawless Administrations in
American history.

For all his currying of the, right,
conservatives have never trysteg
him. And so he seeks evermore pa-
thetically to prove that he is one of
them.

Perhaps, somewhere deep inside,
there still is g real George Bush with
humane vales, We are invited to
believe so when his wife opposes the
Republican platform’s calj for a total,
constitutional bar on abortion, Byt by
all signs a lifetime of palitical ¢cyni-
cism has made him like the subject of
that satirical English vefse ““The Vie-
ar of Bray,” a minister who adjusts
his faith to political demands,

The verse Is said to be based on a
real vicar of the village of Bray,
Symon Symonds, who served under
Henry VIII, Edward V1, Bloody Mary
and Elizabeth. He was twice a Catho-
lic, twice a Protestant. Tasked with
his switches, he said: “If | changed
my religion, I am sure 1 kept true to
my principle, which is to live and die
the Vicar of Bray,” O

e Plurh Ermes
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| Homophobic? Re-

By Peter J. Gomes
.- CAMBRIDGE, Mass,
pposition to
gays' civil
rights has
become one
of the most
visible sym-
bols of American civic con-
flict this year, and religion
has become the weapon of
choice. The army of the dis-
contented, eager for clear
villains and simple solutions
and ready for a crusade in
which palitical self-interest
and social angiety can be
cloaked i morality, has
found batred.of homosexual-
ity 10 bg the last respectable
prejudice of the century.
Ballot initiatives in Ore-
gon and Maine would deny
homosexuals the protection
- of civil rights laws. The Pen-
tagon. has. steadfastly re-
fused,to allow gays into the
armed forces. Vice Presi-
dent Dan Quayle is crusad-
ing for “traditional family
values.”-And Pat Buchanan,
who i scheduled to speak at
the Republican National
Convention this evening, re-
gards -homosexuality as a
litmys test-of moral purity.
Nothing has illuminated
this grusade more effective-
ly than a’work of fiction,
“The Drowning of Stephan
Jones,” -by Bette Greene.
Preparing for her novel, Ms.
Greeno inlerviewed more:
than, 406 young men incar-
cerated - for pay-bashing,
and. scrutinized their case
studies,.In an jnterview published i.
The -Boston Globe this spring, she
said she found that the pay-bashers
generally saw nothing wrong in what
they did, and, more: often than net,
said thgir religious leaders and tradi-
* tions, sanctioned their behavior, One
conyicled teep-age gay-basher told
her that the pasidr of his church had
said, {"Homosexuals represent the
devil, Satan,” and that the Rev, Jerry
Falwell had echoed that charge.
Christians opposed to political and
social equality for homosexuals near-
ly always appeal to the moral injunc-
tions.af-the Bible, claiming that Scrip-
Wre i very clear on the matter and
citing verses that support their opin-
ion, They aecuse others of perverting
and’distorting texts contrary to their
‘‘clear”” meaning. They do not, how-
ever, nacessarily see quite as clear a
meaning in biblical passages on eco-

Lo i e

n  Testament. The moral teachings of Je-

sus are not concerned with the subject.
Three references from St. Paul are
frequently cited (Romans 1:26-2:1, 1

. Corinthians 6:9-11 and I Timothy 1:16).

But St. Paul was concerned with homo-
sexuality only because in Greco-Ro-
man culture it represented a secular
sensuality that was contrary to his
Jewish-Christian spiritual idealism, He
was against lust and sensuality in any-
one, including heterosexuals. To say
that homosexuality is bad because ho-
mosexuals are tempted to do morally
deubtful things is to say that heterosex-
uality is bad because heterosexuals
are likewise tempted, For St Paul,
anyone who puts his or her interest '
ahead of God's is condemned, a verdict
that falls equally upon everycne.

And lest we forget Sodom and Go-
morrah, recall that the story is not
about sexual perversion and homeo-
sexual practice. It is about inhospital-
ity, according to Luke 10:10-13, and
tailure to care for the poor, according
1o Ezekiel 16:49-50: **Behold, this was
the iniquity of thy sister Sodom,
pride, fullness of bread, and abun-
dance of idleness was in her and in
her daughters, neither did she
strengthen the hand of the poor and
needy.” To suggest that Sodom and
Gomorrah is about homosexual sex is
an analysis of about as much worth
as suggesting that the story of Jonah
and the whale is a treatise on fishing.

Part of the problem is a question of
interpretation. Fundamentalists and
literalists, the storm troopers of the
religious right, are terrified that
Scripture, “wrengly interpreted,”
may separate them from theijr val-
ues. That fear stems from their own
recognition that their “values” are
not derived from Scripture, as they
publicly claim.

Indeed, it is through ‘the lens of

their own prejudices and personal
values that they “read” Scripture

" and cloak their own views in jts an-

nompée conduct, the burdens of wealth |

and-the sin of greed.

“ Nine biblical citations are custom-
arily invoked:as relating to homosex-
uality. Four (Deuteronomy 23:17, 1
Kings 14:24, 1 Kings 22:46 and II
Kings 23:7) simply forbid prostitu.
tion, by men and women.

Twq others (Leviticus 18:19-23 and
Leviticus 20:10-16) are part of what
biblical scholars call the Holiness
Code. The code explicitly bans hemo-
sexual acts, But it also prohibits eating
raw meat, planting two different kinds
of seed in the same field and wearing
garments with two different kinds of
yarn. Tattogs, adultery and sexua) in-
lercourse during a woman's menstrual
period are similarly cutlawed,

There is no mention of homosexual-

ity in the four Gospels of the New .

Peter J. Gomes, an American Baptist
minister; is professor of Christian
morals at Harvard.

; exercise as old as the church Itself,
l means that we confront our preju-
--dices rather than merely confirm

“and will of God as revealed in that of

thority. We all interpret Scripture:
Make no mistake. And no ene truly is
a literalist, despite the pious tempta-

tion. The questions are, By what prin-
ciple of interpretation do we proceed,
and by what means do we reconcile
“what it meant then' to '*what it
means now?"’

These matters are far too impor-
tant to be left to scholars and semi-
narians alone. Qur ability to judge
ourselves and others rests on our
ability to interpret Seripture fntefli-
gently. The right use of the Bible, an

them.

For Christians, the principle by
which Setipture is read is nothing
less than an appreciation of the work

Jesus. To recover a liberating and
inclusive Christ is to'be freed from
the semantic bondage that makes us
curators of a dead culture rather than
creatures of a new creation.
Religious fundamentalism, is dan-
gerous because it cannot accept am-
biguity and diversity and is therefore
inherently intolerant Such inteler-

Read Your Bible

ance, in the name of virtue,
is ruthless and uses political
power to destroy what it
cannot convert.

It is dangerous, especially

in America, because it is
anti-democratic and is sus-
picious of *'the other,” in
whatever form that “cther”
might appear. To maintain
itself, fundamentalism must
always define “the other”
as deviant. -

But the chief reason that
fundamentalism is danger-
ous is that, at the hands of
the Rev, Pat Robertson, the
Rev. Jerry Falwell and hun-
dreds of lesser-known but
equally worrisocme c]eric§,
preachers and pundits, it
uses Scripture and the
Christian practice to en-
courage ordinarily good
people to act upen their
fears rather than their vir-
tues.

Fortunately, those who
speak for the religious right
do not speak for all Ameri-
can Christians, and the Bi-
ble is not theirs alone to.
interpret. The same Bible
that the advocates of slav-
ery used to protect their
wicked self-interests is the
Bible that inspired slaves to
revolt and their liberators to
action.

The same Bible that the
predecessors of Mr. Falwell
and Mr. Robertson used to
keep white churches white
is the source of the inspira-
tion of the Rev. Martin Lu-

‘ ther King Jr. and the social

m  reformation of the 1960's.

The same Bible that anr:i-

feminists use to keep women silent in

the churches is the Bible that preach-

es liberation to captives and says that

in Christ there is neither male nor
female, slave nor free.

And the same Bible that on the
basis of an archaic social code.of
ancient Israel and a tortured reading
of Paul is used to condemn all homo-
sexuals and homosexual behavior in-
cludes metaphors of redemplion! re-
newal, inclusion and love — princi-
ples that invite homosexuals to ac-
cept their freedom and responsx.b:lity
in Christ and demands that their fel-
low Christians accept them as well.

The political piety of the fundamen-
talist religious right must not be exer-
cised at the expense of our precious
treedoms. And in this summer of_our
discontent, one of the most precious

freedoms for which we must all fight
‘is freedom from this last prejudice0
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Essay
WILLIAM SAFIRE

Saddam to the Rescue

S HousTon

George Bush always told us he
would come out fighting at the Repub-
lican,;Convéntion, but he never said
against whom. It turns out his con-
frontation may be with his old poll-
booster, Saddam Hussein. .

If Iraq’s dictator decides to deny
America’s President a televised fire-
works display in Baghdad, Saddam
would condtct a shell game with doc-
urrents, allowing U.N. inspections of
sanitized ministry buildings. By
tacking down, he would make Mr.
Bush appear a strong leader.

- If-Saddam chooses to take a prime-
time bombing, he would help the Bush
campaign even more. The President
would .reap the benefit of a long-
delayed surgical strike, all the while
insisting the U.N. made him do jt and
any imputation of political motive is
ahsurd, cynical or unpatriotic. This is
Bush’s “turnip day" session; like
Truman, he wins either way, A sitting
President is never a sitting duck.
-~-How can the voter determine if the
Rresident's convention-week ultima-
tum is primarily a stunt to hype his
ratipgs-— or, as Mr. Bush heatedly
asserts, a strategic move necessary
to, undertake now?

Merely to-threaten military action
to,foree access to inspection, or mere-
ly.to-drop bombs to punish defiance,
would be a stunt. We cannot again fail
to_achiéve the goal of removing Sad-
dam and ending the Baathist threat to
the'region. . .

+ ‘Broof of seriousness requires a
-cqmprehensive plan to implant de-

‘mecracy .in the area. ‘If Saddam -

“chooses- defiance, tie first step is to
bambr his helicopter gunship and tank

Message:
Wanna fight?

forces, correcting Norman Schwarz-
kopf’s admitted *“snookering.”

Next, provide Kurdish forces in
northern Iraq the anti-tank and anti-
aircraft weapons they need for self-
protection from Saddam’s Republican
Guard, Extend our air-cover puaran-
tee to Iraqi Shiites in the south.

Meanwhile, persuade Turkey to
join with us in recognizing and sup-
plying food and ammunition, to the
democratically elected government
of Iraqi Kurdistan, in retarn for its
curbing Kurdish agitation within Tur-
key. Support Kurdistan’s recapture of
its capital of Kirkuk, the oil-rich
Kurdish area now occupied by Sad-
dam’s troops, thereby making a new
Kurdish state viable.

That would “dismember” Iraq, a
prospect that so horrified thé Bush
Administration until the scared Saudis
decided recently it would be a good
idea. But when Kurdish leaders finally
were permitted an audiefice with Sec-
retary Baker, they were told to shut up
about independence.

If Scowcroft-Eagleburger geopoli-
ticians, stilt behind history’s power
curve, insist on playing the old bal-
ance-of-power games between Bagh-
dad and Teheran, Mr. Bush could try
Plan B: recognize. and protect
the provisional government of a fed-
erated Irag now located in Kurdish
territory, fomenting and arming its

Takar mimelEm s e 8 Bes & es mmae

overthrow of Saddam’s Baathists,

That's being serious about prevent-
ing nuclear aggression in the Persian
Gulf. It calls for a fundamental
change in policy, not a spasm of poll-
boosting violence.

Change of diplomatic policy de-
mands a change of policy makers:
does Mr. Bush offer that change?

So far, the signal he sends is no. By
neglecting to appoint a new Secretary
of State to fill the post vacated by Mr.
Baker — our first taxpayer-paid cam-
paign manager — President Bush is
clearly saying that the State seat will
be kept warm awaiting the Baker
return. That augurs a continuance of
a foreign policy that reveres the sta-
tus quo and misses the march of
history by failing to intervene any-
where on behalf of human rights.

This week in Houston, Mr. Bush has
a chance to send a wholly different
message. He could appoint Carla
Hills to State, with Jack Kemp replac-
ing her as trade negotiator, or come
up with some other daring combina-
tion to demonstrate how a re-elected
Bush would seize opportunities to ad-
vance democracy.

Right-wingers like me — domestic
libertarians, global interventionists,
nieocons, lifelong freedom-mongers in
the habit of loyally pulling down the
lever under the Republican eagle —
need strong reasons to stick with the
national ticket this year,

We won’t be bribed by deficit in-
creases, or fooled by vision trans-
Plants, or moved by nostalgia for
Reagan’s first term, or panicked by
the prospect of Democrats-in Lin-
coln’s bed, or wowed by a halfway-
measure military ultimatum. ]
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Play It Again, Broadway

New York City is a 5ummer music festival, as
mutticultural at the city itself, and all for free,
There are dozens upon dozens of cutdeor perform-
ances all over town, and the calendar grows longer
every year.

Some of the performers are world famous
companies; like the Metropolitan Opera and the
New York Philharmonic, in world famous settings,
like Central Park. Others are the not-so-famous,
like the long-running Sunday concerts by the
George Seuffert band in the George Seuffert band-
shell, in Queens. : .

The most spectacular newcomer this year was
“Broadway on Broadway,” a standing-room-only
performance of show-stoppers by the casts of 13
current musicals on the Great White Way — S.R.O.
becaunse there. were no seats. It was staged at
lunchtime one day in the middle of Times Square,

with Broadway and Seventh Avenue closed off for
the thousands, mostly New Yorkers, who filled
three blocks of the Times Square canyon from curb
to curb,

Considering the importance of theater in the
vitality of New York, “Broadway on Broadway”
deserves repeating, but it will take some doing.
American Express put up $100,000 cash for this
year's show. Others provided free services, and the
new Times Square Business Improvement District
organized everything — actors, musicians, stage-
hands, directors, confetti throwers, confetti sweep-
er-uppers and all the rest.

If all of them were willing to pool their money
and efforts for an annual revival, “Broadway on
Broadway” could become as much of a New York
fixture as the Met, the Philharmonic and George
Seuffert.

Tf You're Sick and Retired

For millions of retired Americans, life’s jour-
ney has turned into a potholed path. Pension funds
designed to last a lifetime are going bust or being
skimmed. An estimated 4.5 million pensioners face
the probability of having their retirement medical
coverage reduced or abruptly terminated.

In a survey of 1,380 companies, two-thirds said
they would be cutting medical benefits for retirees.
Hardest hit are employees who took early retire-
ment and are not yet 65 and eligible for Medicare. In
cne mammoth case, 40,000 nonunion employees are

. suing General Motors over a proposed cut in their
" medical benefits, G.M., they say, promised them

almost 100 percent coverage when they left.

G.M., which spent a whopping $3.4. billion last
year on health care benefits, refuses comment. But
it does insist that it has a right to require retirees to
accept the same deal it offers working nonunion
employees: a maximum payment of $750 a year for
basic coverage, or no charge if they use G.M.’s own
doctor network.’

In some cases, a promise has been broken and

the courts are available as a remedy. But in many
more cases there is no bad faith. Employers find it
increasingly difficult to juggle obligations to share-
hoiders, pensioners and active workers.

Financial officers did a double take in the mid-
80’s when they began to project their future medical
obligations. As a result they peppered future con-
tracts with escape clauses that the courts have
generally upheld. In January a Federal appeals
court ruled that the new owners of a Milwaukee
company could scrap their inherited medical plan
because the company had never specifically prom-
ised coverage for life.

Some companies are trying 1o pare their bills
by tightening up on pill-taking by retirees; Ameri-
cans over 65 bought $16 billion of prescription and.
‘over-the-counter drugs last year. But that sort of
nibble can hardly solve the problem.

As long as U.S. health policy remains piece-
meal rather than comprehensive, millions of Amer-
fcans will be sharing the fate of G.M.'s 40,000
workers ~ stray victims of a jerry-built system,
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August Surprise?

The timing is unfortunate, United Nations arms

imass destruction,. [f they are denjed access, Ameri-
ciun officials say the U.g, will bomb Iraq.

It's unclear what impels such an abrupt turn to
confrontation, The Administration has yet to ex-
#uin what new information is so critical that it
~bmpels preparing for air strikes.

The questions are more intense because they
arise on the eve of the Republican Convention,
Suggesting an “Angust Surgrise” intended for elec.
toral benefit. But it would be misguided to dismiss

U.N. inspectors have uncovered and destroyed
most of Irag's nuclear, chemical, biological and
missile capability since the war, but some may still
be hidden, Documents believed 1o be squirrejed

. Notwithstanding a Jigtle last-minute bow to
contrary views, the platform replays the G.Q.P.’s
harsh past positions, For instance, “We believe the

2ther, the mother must die, . .
Not many Americans Oppose abortion to that
-Téme extent. Among delegates to the Democrat-
- Convention, only 3 percent do, Even among
Republican delegates, according to a CBS News
poll, the figure is only 7 percent. Republicans gener-
ally, like the public generally, could converge on
this abortian policy: permit bgt discourage.

]

When it comes to free expression on abortion,
the Republicans have no patent on manipulation.
The Democrats acted even more crudely in New
York last month, They were sg devated to freedom
of choice that they buried freedom of speech, refus-
ing to allow Gov, Robert Casey of Pennsylvania tg

what's left of Irag’s weapons of mass destruction.

The U.N. has already searched the Ministry of
Military Industrialization and- come away empty-
handed. No firm intelligence seems available sud-
denly to pinpoint it ag a3 likely site for a new find.
Neverthe]ess, under the terms of the cease-fire,

and arms-making capacity.

Iraq has increasingly resisted U.N. visits to its
ministries, After a recent three-week standoff at the
Agriculture Ministry, U.S. officials immediately
pressed for another high-visibility challenge, But
Rolf Ekeus, the Swede who heads the U.N, Special
Commission on Iraq, waited unti] now to reassert
the right of access to a ministry.

"~ The critical task is to sustain international
Support for the commission’s work, That is why
Iraqi defiance cannot go unpunished. If the Admin-
istration and the U.N. can now demonstrate why an
inspection of thig facility is of such urgency — and if
Iraq bars accesg — an allied air sirike on the
ministry could be Justified, i

The coincidence between the convention in
Houston and the confrontation in Baghdad wil

voice anti-abortion sentiments at thejr convention,

Their behavior was, at least, marked by consis.
tency of opinjon; they stand , clearly for choice,
President Bush ang the Republican leaders, howey-
€T, are lunging in severai directions at once.

The President, who favors a constitutionaj
amendment to ban abortion, would, as a grandfa-
ther, support a granddaughter who chose to have

shamelessly for the support of the Right to Life.
Party's 26,000 members in New York,

One likely redson for 8iving such respect to the
right is that Mr. Bush, popularity Plummeting,

reason: his fear of being accuged anew of turning
into President Noodle, €specially after wavering on

But even if the platform represents a principled
iti ) i -explanation for how
relentlessly the G.0.P. has buildozed dissent. Mod-

Feporters in the headquarters hotel,
Unless there's a sudden turnaround when reso-
lutions committees report today, what Americans
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For the Bushes, Politics

- #

" +.'By B, DRUMMOND AYRES Jr.

}- “Family values" will be one of the .

* Maln political themes of this week's-
" Republican National Convention, and
. .(:Sqnve home that point, convention

.

ficals plan (o glve plenty of eXpo-
Fe to President Bush's large, ex-
tended clan of children, grandchil-

- dirén, siblings, spouses and cousins,

- "adaded

*; I all, 71 Bush family members wiil
ﬁe‘.’ in Houston, three more than at-
the 1888 convention in New
Deleans. Some will be delegates,

" some witi work behind the scenes on

1

. -
. "
e

-+ Bush

-, Vaflous cohvention matiers and some
<01l 'be’ along fust for the fun.

- '+ When it Is over, many wil head off
apross the country to campaign for
W President’s re-glectlon, just as
8] worked before the convention to
Eoltect the money and votes he need-

1.

A reunion of 71
relatives at the
Republican
convention.

ed for renamination, and just as they
have worked in.family political cam-
“paigns poing back to the early 1950's,
when Mr. Bush's father, Prescott
Bush, first won a seat In the United
States Senate.

When it comes to mixing politics ;
and famlly, the Bush brood, Ideclogy .
aside, Is the closest thing Republicans
have 1o the Kennedys, complete with
the Ivy League educations, the home
on a MNew England seashore that
“Gampy" and “Ganny” malntain
and a penchant for running for every-
thing from president of the PTA. to
President:of the United States,

Both pariies, and families, would
no doubt find such a comparlson odi-
ous, but the similarities are hard tg

¢, ekcept that among the “By-
#1es," ag elan members are some-
times called, only the President and
his father have been successful vote-
getters In the big leagues, '

A tentative scheduie for this week
in Houston calls for upwards of 25
€8s 10 appear on the Astrodome

P

Is a Family Enterprise

stage ' al one point,
Wednesday night when Mr, Bush is
nominated and his wife, Barbara, is
scheduled to speak.

That night has also been designat-
ed “Family Values Night."”

The 68-year-old President has al-
ways emphasized hls membership in
a close-knit, God-fearing, straight-
shooting clan: rough-housing with the
12 grandchildren and dogs beyond
rumber, plcnicking and tossing
horseshoes with his four sons and his
daughter, fishing and golfing with his
three brothers and his sister, escort-
Ing his wife and mather to Sunday
Lhurch services,

One sen, Jeb, a 38-year-old Miami
real estate’ executive who is running
the President’s re-election campalgn
In Florida, once described the imsge
projected by the family as "warm
and fuzzy." His slster, Dorothy Koch,
32, of Bethesda, Md., says the family
Is the kind that stays in regular con-
tact by phone, Wllg the Presldent's
children touching base with thelr par-
ents as often as flve times a week.

White House officials say the Im-
age of a wholesormne, affectionate fam-
ty1is a true reflection of Mr. Bush and
hig brood and will be emphasized in
Houslon because it Is a quality, they
arpue, that Americans long to see In
their leaders and fear the Democrats
would let slip away.,

Black Sheep

Of course, some of the President’s -

detractors contend the image s not
without fiaws.

They say the Bush family, like so
many Presidentlal families, most re-
cently the Kennedys, the Johnsons
and the Carters, has had a problem
member’ or two, and note that in
recent years questlons have been
raised In some quarters about the
financial dealings of some Bugh SO0nS
and brothers, Last year, Federa) reg-
ulators concluded that ane of the 30nS,
Nell, was guilty of a confiict of inter-
est In a gavings and loan deal. Nell
Bush Is now 37 years old and working
for a Houston cable television compa-
f .

Y.

Four years agoe, on the eve of the
1888 Republican Conventlon, it was
Nell Bush who asserted thal mem.

possibly on - ‘
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bers of the Bush famlily never had
problems with conflicts of Interest
because “'we know to say 'to’ and to
keep to the stralght and narrow,"

In any event, when the Republicans
gather, most of the Bush family will,
100.

The immedlate family will stay in
the Houslonian Hotel, a comfortable
but firancially troubled establish-
ment where the President has lon,
rented an apartment that he officlally
lists as home, a holdover from hls
days as a Texas businessman. Other
relatives will stay at the more juxuri-
ous Hotel Wyndham Warwlick.

Conventjon officlals say some

“members “of the Immediate Bush

Like the Kennedys
— except for the
ideology.

famlly besides the President and
Mrs, Bush may be called upon to

B speak at the conventlon. But for cer-

tain, the officfals say, many members
of the elan will be working the floor
and varlous delegations, glad-hand-
ing emissaries, ready to pose for a
pleture, sit for an Interview or put out
a politlcal fire,

Many are accustomed tg public life,

Not only havé they waorked at local
and,’state conventions and caucuses
for the President, themselves and
other relatlves, raising money and
vetes, but on many occasions they
have stoed in for Mr. Bush, Including -
representing‘the nation at a dozen or
more functions abroad. Last week,
for example, Marvin Buigh; who at 35
is the President’s youngest son, took
time off from his,wory ug ag Invest-

ment adviser In :’g}éx_ﬁ ar!n,o??a., :p-

represent Mr.,Bush at Jlympic

Games'ln‘g!lréelona.ﬂ\, "l AP
Next week,-Marvin -Bush's wife,

Margaret, wiil be a delegate at the

Houston.conyention. p2 - ao st
Theoldest Presidentiai san, George
_ H PO

YL TR TSN I PO

W. Bush, 46, of Dallas will be an
important conventlon figure, behind,
the scenes, One of the owners of the
Texas Rangers baseball team and a
prominent member of the Republlcan
establishment in Texas, he Is a senlor
adviser 1o his father's campaign and
one of the President’s most trusted
trouble-shooters. In 1978, he ran un-
successfully for the House of Repre-
senfatives.

. Asked once to describe how the

- Bush family supported the political

efforls of itls most llustrigus mem-
ber, she replied that the President's
chllidren were the “first team,” with
hils siblings backing them up by
“working like dogs." -

¢
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G.O.P. Moderates From Congress Don’t Feel at Hoﬁe‘

By DAVID E. ROSENBAUM |
Speclal to The New York Times
HOUSTON, Aug. 16 — For Republl-:
cans whose views are not a5 conserva-
live as those that will prevall at their
party’s convention this week, Houston
is not a congenial place. Many promi-
nent oncs are staying away, and some
who are coming are lying low.

More than a third of the Republican.
members of Congress and many gover-
nors are skipping the convention.
Some, perhaps most, are doing so be-
cause they would rather spend the time’
campaigning or doing something else,
But others are clearly uncomfortable
with the platform, particularly the un-
compromising position against abor-
tion, and the way the roster of speakers
is weighted in favor of the right.

Senator Warren B. Rudman of New.
Hampshire gave up his delegate’s seat
to an alternate after he was not invited
to speak; he will spend the week on a
fact-finding trip to Eastern Europe be-
ing led by the Senate's Democratic
leader, George J. Miichell of Maine.

In a telephone interview, Senator
Rudman sald he disliked party conven-
tions and had attended only two in his
life, but he acknowledged that he was,
unhappy with the hard-line conserva-
lism expressed in the party's platform,

Not lils Party

“*This image of a far-right party, this
is not the party ! belong to,” said Mr,
Rudman, who is enormously popular in
his state but who Is retiring after this
year. “If they think that's where the
people are, way over on the right,
they're in for one hell of a shock."

No one has a complete list of who is
coming to the convention and who is
not, but a survey early this month by

USA Today found that at least 16 of the

.| 43 Republican Senators and 70 of the

166 Representatives are staying away.

Many of them have said they could
make better use of the time with Con-
gress out of session campaighing at
home. Representative Bob Smith of
Oregon and Representative Sid Morri-
son of Washington told The Associated

Press that was why they were staying{’
home. Mr. Smith has a strong record|

Some éay it’s not
their party, in
either sense.

against abortion. Mr. Morrison has|.

backed abortion rights.
No Room for Moderates

But some others seem to be trying to
put distance between themselves and
their party’s positions.

Senator Bob Packwood of Oregon,
who is one of the Scnate's abortlon-

.rights leaders and who Is in a close

fight for re-election against Represent-
ative Les AuColn, a Democral, is not
coming to Houston. Mr. AuCoin, who
also supports a woman’s right to have
an abortion, has argued that the Re-
publican Party's stand apainst abor-
tlion was a reason to vote for him.
Most of the moderate Republican
senators were given no role at the

| convention. Among them are Pete V.

Domenici of New Mexico, John H. Cha-
fee of Rhode Island and Mark Hatfield
of Oregon. All were committee chair-

“J to be showcas

-| party's best orators, was planning to

0N THE:SIDELINES 57",

Ay
¥y

men when Republicans controlled the
Senate from 1981 through 1986.

Mr. Hatfield told The A.P., “Over thel
years, some of the most destructive
forces we as Republicans have faced
have come from within."”

Frustrated, Not Angry

Some senators who do not toe thel
conservative line are coming here any-
way, including William S. Cohen of]
Maline. In an Interview recently, Sena-
tor Cohen said, **We in the middle are
more frustrated than angry."

Nancy Landon Kassebaum of Kan-
. 5as, whom many Republicans expected
because she is the enly,
! Republican woman in the Senate, wiil
: make only a perfunctory appearance.
Senator John C. Danforth of Missou-
ri, another moderate and one of his

-stay home. But Vice President Dan
Quayle asked Mr. Danforth to intro-
duce him Thursday night before the
Vice President’s acceptance speech,
.and Mq. Danforth will (ﬁ) s0.

Introduction by Dole

but who has been one of the'President’s
most loyal supporters in Congress, is
scheduled to introduce Mr. Bush
Thursday night.
| Some Republicans who disagree
with the party's position on abortion
were given minor speaking slots, Rep-
resentative Nancy Johnson of Connect-
feut addresses the convention Tuesday
morning, and Gov. Willlam F. Weld of
Massachusetts has been given a few
minutes to speak Tuesday evening.

Gov. Pete Wilson of California was
also scheduled to speak, but he bowed
out last week. He said he needed to stay
home because of his deadlack with the
Legislature over the stale's budget.
But the speculation in California is that
he wanted a way to keep al arm's
length from President Bush, the con-
vention and the anti-abortion platform.
" The most prominent speaker who is
apainst the party's.abortion position,
Labor Secretary Lynn Martin, s
scheduled 1o give the main nominating,
speech for Mr. Bush Wednesday night.
JInterviewed today on the Cable News
Network, Ms. Martin refused to say
whether she would deal with the issue
in her speech,

An outspoken -supporter of abortion

"The senators who have prime-time
.Speaking roles Include John McCain of
Arizona, who will speak Monday night;-
Phil Gramm of Texas, who will deliver
the keynole address Tuesday night,
‘and Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, who
will second the nomination of President
Bush Wednesday night. T hey are
among the most conservative mem-
bers of Congress,

Bob Dole of Kansas, the Senate Re-
publican leader, who is not usually con-

rights, former Gov. Kay Orr of Nebras-
ka, said today she was staying home
but would have come to Houston if she
had thought she could havé any influ-
ence over the party's position.

. Anather Republican who is not cdm-
ing is former President Richard M.
Nixon. He has told friends he js staying
-away to prevent any embarrassment
he might cause President Bush. But

‘yone friend sald that if Mr. Bush had

sent any signal that Mr. Nixon would
have been welcome, the former Presi-

sidered to be a hard-line conservative

dent would have leapt at the chance.
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Bush Is Asking Allies to Support
Air Action to Protect Iraq Shiites

By PATRICK E. TYLER
Special to The New York Times

HOUSTON, Aug. 16 — President
Bush is seeking allied support for mili-
tary action in southern Iraq to protect
Shiite Muslims there from air attacks
by Baghdad, American and allied offi-
cials said today. The action would be
similar 10 the allied intervention in
northern Iraq in 1391 to help protect
Iragi Kurds, == .

" The plan would be intended to uphold
the humane treatment of Iraqi citizens,
as required by United Nations Security
Council Resolution No. 688, approved at
the end of the Persian Gulf war. But it
holds the potential of deepening United
States involvement in Iraq and turning
loose dissident puerrilla forces that

sought to overthrow the Government of

President Saddam Hussein after his
army was routed in Kuwait.

A senior Administration official safd,
“there is now a greater' consensus™’
among the allies to take action in south-
ern Iraq, a step the Administration has<
been loath to take since the end of the

war., - -

Other Plans Reported

Word of the plan to protect the Shi-
ites was the second revelation in two
days of new Administration efforts

P

against Iraq. On Saturday, American

officials said the United States and its
allies planned to provoke a confronta-
tion with Baghdad on Monday morning
over the right of United Natiors inspec-
tors to enter Iraqi ministries. They said
that plan could lead to renewed bomb-
ing of Baghdad if the inspectors were
blocked, and some officials said the
timing appeared calculated to give Mr.
Bush a beost during the Republican
National Convention, which opens on
Monday. :

b dm rs ety e medime = e s At

Responding sharply to a report in
The New York Times today about that
plan, Mr. Bush today reaffirmed his
intention to enforce the requirements
of United Nations resolutions that Mr,
Hussein has flouted'in recent months.

The interventjon plan could lead tc
American and allied air patrols over
southern Iraq in coming weeks, where
intruding Iraqi Air Force planes would
be shot down in the name of protecting
Iraqi citizens from oppression from

Continued on Page A6, Column 1

-Basra and Nasiriya.

Bush Asks Allies to Support

Continued From Page Al

'

‘Baghdad, the officials said.

But it was not, clear whether such a
Plan would leave Iragi ground forces
unmolested if they sought to maintain’
order by putting down any new insur-.
rection with tanks and infantry, as oc-,
curred in March 1991, '

Iraq this stmmer has mounted a
number of air attacks on Shiite rebels
for the first time since the end of the
gulf war, leaving the Bush Administra-
tion somewhat embarrassed that it had
once banned all activity by Iraqi fixed-,
wing aircraft in $outhern Iraq to pro-

“tect American troops along the cease-|

fire line, but last winter allowed such’
activity to resusme,

United States officials also said Iraq
had been draining ‘marstilards to root
out the hiding places of southern Shiite
rebels who have used vast tracts of
wetlands as puerrilla redoubts.

A senior official said the immediate
goal for intervention in southern Iraq

would be to “stabilize”” the situation).

regarding humane treatment, making
it more difficult for Mr. Hussein to act
against his own citizens.

Some Analysts Disturbed

But the prospect of such an interven-.
tion has disturbed a number of Admin-
istration analysts, who have cautioned
that it would only add to Washington's
obligation to protect a large population
that remains at the mercy of well-
entrenched Iraqi ground forces and a
broad secret police network.

American officlals said that Mr.
Bush had hoped to announce the new
intervention plan this week, during the
Republican National Convention, but
that consultations with  Britain,
France, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait
bogged down last week over various
options under discussion and the logis-
tics of supporting the air ban,

Under the plan, the United States
and its allies would declare a “no fly"
zone roughly below the 32d paralle] in
Iraq, thus creating in effect a security
zone that would incorporate the major
Shiite cities of Najaf, Karbala, Amara,

One sticking point was whether Unit-
ed-States planes should fly their patrols
from Kuwaiti air bases, This would
require the United States in effect to
violate the gulf war cease-fire resolu-
tion, which barred military movements
by any combatants in the no man's
land along the Kuwaiti-Jragi frontier
that was demarcated at the tine of the
cease-fire,

Officials familiar with the planning
and consultations predicted that inter-
vention had been deferred by only a
matter of days. A senior allied official
said that beth Saudi Arabja ang Kuwait
were prepated to cooperate with sucha
venture and no longer feared that in-

Actionto ProtectIraq Shiites

‘Iraq’s decadelong effort to develop or

1Iraqi military comnmunications.

surrection in southern Iraq armong the
Shiites would lead to a splintering of
Iraq that could threaten their interests,

The new intervention plan was re-
viewed by Mr. Bush and his senior
naticnal security advisers on Thurs-
day, and one senior official said it had
significant support ameng the allies. It
was part of a package of get-tough
measures Mr. Bush approved as he
prepared (o depart for the convention
and which he said he was putting fn
Place without any regard 1o politics,

The main element of the package,
which appeared to be going forward
today, is a plan to provoke a confronta.
tion with Iraq over access to Iragi
Government ministries by United Na-
tions inspectors,

Defense Secretary Dick Cheney told
reporters at Andrews Air Force Base
that the Pentagon “‘was prepared” to
initiate new military action “if called
upon to do so." His spokesman, Pete
Williams, elaborated, saying the Unit-
ed States could not allow Iraq to ““to
draw a red line around buildings.”

An American official said today that
United Nations inspectors in Baghdad
were stil) scheduled to demand access
on Monday morning to Iraq's Ministry
of Military Industrialization, a building
that served as the headguarters for

acquire weapons of mass destruction,
Disclosure Effect Unclear

It was unclear whether the disclo-
sure of these plans would affect the
timing of carrying them out,” but Ad-
ministration officials said today that
they were still determined to force Iraq
to accede to the wishes of United Na-
tions inspectors.,

Much of the impetus to protect Irag’s
minorities from Mr. Hussein at the end
of the war stemmed {rom his history of
using chemlcal weapons against Kurd-
ish guerrilla forces that sided with Iran
In the efght-year Iran-Irag war. And
during the Insurrection of Shiite Mus-
lims in March 1591, the United States
took the unusual step of warning Mr. .
Hussein not to use polson gas to put
down the southern rebeilion, a warming -
that was prompted by intercepted

Shiite Muslims make up more than
half of Iraq's population of about 18
million people, and together with 3.5
million Kurds in the north represent a
majority that significantly cutnumbers
Iraq’s traditional ruling class, the Sun-
ni Muslims of central Irag.

American intelligence analysts have
long believed that only a strong leader |
like Mr. Hussein from these central
Iraqis is capable of holding Irag's dis- ;
parate population together, but that
analysis has been under growing pres-
sure from advocates of a new demo-
cratic structure for Iraq based on a
coalition government representing all
segments of the population. .

4 Ve e sbr

are mare sagamaaeideR a8 eqipay etano T

FR LI

R LR L L P




v

The Nuw Huh Times

NEW YORK, MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 1992

BUSH SAYS POLITICS
ARE NOT INVOLVED
*IN PLANS FOR IRAQ

A PROVOCATION 1S DENIED

Report on American Strategy Is
Denounced by White House
— Security Breach Seen

By THOMAS'L. FRIEDMAN
Special to The New York Times

HOUSTON, Aug. 16 — President
Bush angrily denied today that he
wanted to provoke a clash with Iraqin
order to help his re-election campaign,
but he confirmed that he was consult-
ing with allies about using any means
necessary to force the Iragj President,
Saddam Hussein, to submit to United
Nations weapons inspections and to
end his repression of Iraqgi Shiites.

“The United $tates has plans 19 be
sure that Saddam Hussein does what
he is supposed to do,” said Mr. Bush,
when asked if the United States was
ready to use military force op Monday
to back up an anticipated request by
the United Nations to inspect sensitive
Iraqi ministries. Mr. Bush added that
the Iraqi President wil] ne longer be
allowed *to dictate what can and can-
hot be inspected.”

In a new development, American
and allied officials said that a consen-
Sus was emerging among the gulf war
coalition partners to intervene in some
way in sguthern Iraq to protect the
Shiite Muslim population there from
repeated attacks by President’s Hus.
sein air force, just as it had intervened

in northern Iraq to protect the Iraqi
. Kurdish minority.

‘rl-'

Charge of Provocation

The President, returning to Washing-
ton from a weekend at his Camp David
retreat, was reacting to a report’in The
New York Times today, which quoted
American officials as saying that the
United States and jts allies had decided
lo proveke a confrontation on Monday
by insisting that United Nations weap-
ons inspectors be allowed access 1o
sensitive Government ministries in
Baghdad. The report aiso quoted offj-
cials who said that Mr, Bush may have
initiated this step, on the eve of the
Republican conventign here in Hous-
ton, to demonstrate the same sort of
toughness that won him plaudits during
the | Persian Gulf war,

The suggestion of a political motiva-
tion angered Republican officialg gath-
ered here for the convention. Mary
Matalin, Mr. Bush's deputy campaign
manager, denounced it as “tota]
trash," and Defense Secretary Dick

. |Cheney called it “gooly.”

‘Ugly and Unealled For'

But neither the President, the Secre-
:tary.of Defense nor any other official ip
the chain of military command denjed
that the Administration had prepared
plans for a military strike, and in hijs
remarks today Mr. Bush acknowl-
edged that “there’s been a clear
breach of Security” in-the information
contained in The Times's report,

“I torally deny that we are trying to
pick a fight, and | totally deny that I'm
trying to pick a fight for political rea-
50ns,” said Mr. Bush, barely containing
his anger as he Spoke 1o reporters on
the East Lawn of the White House, Any
Suggestion otherwise, said the Presi-

' —

Continued on Page A6, Column 3
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dent, was “ugly and tncalled for,*
Mr. Bush said that in this election
Season ''some wil] accuse me of politi-
cal oppo
But that

“I have responsibilities as President

respo
tics,” :

While the President insisted that he
was not politically motivated, he laft no
doubt that hig Administration has de.
cided that it wil no longer tolerate
President Hussein's challenge to the
authority of the United Nations and the
cease-fire agreements that Iraq signed
after its defeat in the gulf war,

nsibilities regardless of the poli-

articular, the Adminislratiou has

Inp
"decided thay it will not tolerate 5 repeat
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to search for documents gn Iraqi weap-
Ons programs, Mr., Hussein eventualjy
backed down, by only after Betting
Washington 1o agree that no Ameri.
€ans or citizens of other nations that
fought against Iraq in the guif war
would be 'on the inspection teams,

Al that time, said a senjor Adminis-
tration official, the Bulf war allies —

rtunism for eVery step I take,
Wwill not deter me

Standoff i Baghdad

““We're determined that U.N. Resolu-
tion 687 wil] be fully implemented,"
Said Mr. Bush. *'Now this reqiires U.N. .
teams to inspect and destroy the Iraqi
hetwork of weapons of mass destruc-
tion — nuclear, chemical, biological L ¥
and missile." i .
. Timing of Inspections At a news conferenc? yesterday
Both Mr. Bush and M. Chenty in. I dWashgagétor_l,h_E;;es:q?nt wg]m ;
sisted that the’timing of any Inspec- said that dam‘. ussein no
tions was a matter to be determined by longer be allowed ‘to dictate what
€an and cannot be inspected.”

his instructions from the Security
Council. Mr. Bush ang Mr. Cheney .
cited this as proof that the Administra.
tion could not possibly be timing a
confrontation with Iraqg to coincide
with the Republican convention,

“We have no contrel over when those
inspections take Piace or what installa.
tions are taken,"” Secretary Cheney
told reporters at Andrews Ajr Force
base today. “Those are all decisions
that are made by the United Natjons,
. The United Nationg has been inspect-
'ing, with U, help, sensitive Installa-
tions in Iraq since the summer of 1991,
and that process continues, :
* “We cannot halt the inspection pro-
’eess Or suggest that it ought to be|eqd
; halted because there is a political cam. M

paign underway in the United States,";
Mr. Cheney continued, - '

France have dominated Security Coup.
¢il planning and. decision-making re-
garding Irag, The other two Permanent
members, China and Russia, have for
the most part deferred to the Western
nations. From the strategy to the draft-
ing of diplomatic messages to Irag,
American officials have taken the lead,

A spokesman for the Democratic
Presidentjal candidate, Gov, Bl Clin-
ton, did not criticize any possible plans
Mr. Bush might have for making Irag
comply with inspectiop,

“Politics has to Stop at the water’s
ge,” said George Stephanopoulos, -
r. Clinton's Ommunications diree.
tor. “Saddam Hussein has to know that

the American People are unified,"

But the United States, Britain and
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"Ensnared in the

regulatory maze

reporter recently asked me
what 1 thought the great-
est challenge of running a
company was.

I immediately answered, "Gov-
ernment repulations and interfer-
ence And, he replied, "Oh, all ex-
ecutives complain about
government regulations. That's not
new.”

It may not be new f0 him. And,
occasionally the news media reports
cases of government overregulation.
But, the old news is becoming worse
news. The issue cries out for atten-
tion and solution,

Local, state and federal govern-
ment have taken the free out of free
enterprise. Local, state and federal
government — in their combined
lust for power and control — com-
bine to create a trend destroying in-
dividual initiative, entrepreneur-
ship and economic freedom.

Try to start a business today, and
see how free you are to s¢t Wages,
determine hours and provide bene-
fits. In hundreds of ways in millions
of places,. local, state and federal
regulations stifle creativity and pro-
ductivity, frustrate initiative and
hold the cconomy down.

And vet, take a look at a $10 bill.

Jumes R. Paul is president and
chief executive officer of the Coastal
Corp., an energy holding company in
Houston.

—

Turn it over and look closely at the
illustration of the Treasury Build-
ing. See that car on the street along-
side the Treasury? It's a 1926 Hup-
mobile. If you had one, it'd be worth
a lot more than $10.

But, in 1908, brothers Robert and
Louis Hupp produced a two-speed,
two-seat runabout that sold for $750.
They prospercd, were the first to in-
troduce a popularly priced V-8 en-
gine here, and expanded manufac-
turing from Detroit to Cleveland
before being driven out of business
by the Great Depression.

Try duplicating that process to-
day. The Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (0SHA), the
Environmental Prolection Agency,
Labor Department, Internal Rev-
enue Service, Commerce Depart-
ment, bureaus, councils, assemblies,
committees, commissions and of-
fices from A to Z— the entire mech-
anism of regulation and constraint
— would strangle your baby in its
crib.

If the Treasury Department were

to redesign the §10 bill, the car.

alongside the building wouldn’t be a
symbol of free enterprise, the Hup-
mobile. It would be the best-selling
car in America, a Honda.

And, if it's tough for start-ups,the
boa constrictor of government
makes running a large enterprise
life-threatening.

Government hostility to business

results in requirements that trans-
late into genuine cos1s 1o socicty. In
1990, costs of social, econemic and
environmental regulation — to tally
just three areas — exceeded 3325
billion.

This excludes the negative drag
on investment and innovation.

Paperwork requirements in 1950
cxceeded 5 billion hours in the pri-
vate scctor, most of them to comply
with tax laws. Conservative esti-
mates value that time at more than
$110 billion.

This year, proposed regulatory
changes in just threc agencies— the
Food and Drug Administration, De-
partment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment, OSHA — would add $4
billion mote. Every year.

Greater expense of doing busi-
ness means ever-greater barriers to
entry for new companies. Greater

expense means higher prices, less
competitive offerings, greater op-
portunities for non-U.S. companies
to compete here — further expand-
ing thetrade imbalance.

Meanwhile, U.S. firms in the en-
ergy and other business sectors are
moving overseas, searching for
more offshore markets and man-
ufacturing capacity.

When the servants of the people
— lawmakers and regulators —
write, they aren't writing laws and
regulations, they're writing the obit-
uary for American free enterprise.

Itisone of the great ironies of the
20th century that the very factors
that drove immigrants to our shores
in the last 2% centuries now drive
American business from our shores:

e Government.persecution.

e Interference with individual
freedom. ’

[

N

# Inability to prosper at home.

America was colonized, built and
energized by a breed of men and
women we now cail “entreprencurs,’
people who thrived in a system of
free enterprise.

This is not just theory In prac-
tice, the state once synonymous with
growth and prosperity, California,
now symbolizes regulation run
amok. As a consequence, it's a state
exporting businesses.

Southern California Edison Co.
surveyed 160 firms moving out of
California. Here are the reasons

** they gave for pulling up stakes:

© Costly, complex environmental

rules — and concerns about future

regulatory restrictions.

® A perceived anti-business atti-
tude in local governments and reg-
ulators.

e A belief productivity has not

kept pace with other regions dueX
part, to worker frustration that
causes higher rates of absenteeism
and employee turnover. .
® Growing difficulty in attracting
and kecping employees at competi-
tive rates because of the high cost of
living. -

Theseare four ways of saying the
same thing: California’s costs of gov-
ernment aren't being met. Fiscal cri-
sis after fiscal crisis ave solved with
higher tax rates that further dis-
courage investment and expansion
in the Golden State.

If it's happening in California, it’s
happening elswhere.

The modern corporation is ham-
strung, hog-tied, diced, sliced and
pureed with regulations, stip-
ulations, interpretations, hearings,
sitings, permitting cycles and out-
right hostility. ;

Gulliver had fewer constraints in
Lilliput than American corporations
have at city hall and the Capitol. Gul-
liver.was tied down for'national de-
fense purposes. What purpose is
served by tying down the most pow-
erful force for economic excellence
the world has ever seen.?

America’s golden goose is being
stangled for no particular yeason
other than the demonic greed for |
power and contral among those who -
say they are the servants of the pub-
lic.

Some servants, Some service.

Their best service — now and in
the future — would be to get out of
the way. I don't advocate open season
for business, but I do advocate en-
lightened regulation, reasoned con-
trols and reasonable officials'who
will get onto the team and put the
frecdom back in free enterprise.

*
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ARNCLD BEICHMAN

ith a harsh bluntness not

heard around the White

House, Whitehall or the

Quai d'Qrsay, the AFL-
CIO has lashed out at Serbia and
President Slobodan Milosevie “and
his neo-communist government ...
for instigating the violence" that
erupted more than a year ago in'the
now fragmented Yugoslavia.

The anti-Serb statement, which
appearsin the current bulletin of the
AFL-CIQ Department of Interna-
tional Affairs, says the Milosevic re-
gime is being “justly blamed" for
Serbian atrocities that have grown in
intensity and horror, including con-
centration camps.

“While communist regimes have
fallen all across Eastern and Central
Europe,” the AFL-CIO said, “Milo-
sevic has successfully vsed tradi-
tional communist control tactics —
police crackdowns, restricted
access to independent sources of in-
lorimation, and manipulation of eth-
nic antagonisms — to hold on to
power”

Such singling out of the regime’s
communist background and of Mr,
Milosevic himself has not been suffi-
ciently stressed. Yet despite the
century-old traditional interethnic
Balkan feuds, one cannot easily
write off the almaost 50 years of Yu-
goslav communist totalitarian rule
and expansionism as an irrelevant
factor in determining war guilt.

The AFL-CIO revealed that the
ecanomic situation in Serbia proper
is worsening as international eco-
nomic sanctions take hold. Inflation
is 50 severe that store merchandise
isbeing marked up twice a day. Some
workers are no longer being paid at
all. Instead, they are offered
warthless shares in closed factories,
Theoretically, workers now have the
right to strike, but the right is sa
restricted that those on strike end up
forced to work at reduced hours and
no pay. Intimidating ultranationalist
mobs throng the streets of Belgrade
and do as they please without inter-
ference, most recently beating up
striking taxi drivers, according to
the AFL-CIO.

Arnold Beichman, a research fel-
low at the Hoover Institution, is a
columnist for The Washington Times.

Bosnia through labor’s lens
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What hope remains for democ-
racy in a post-communist Serbia de-
pends upon a fledgling movement,
“Democratic Movement of Serbia,”
which called a successful strike and
opposition rally at the end of June.
The movement is led by the indepen-
dent *Nezavisnost" confederation of
trade unions, headed by Branislav
Canak, and religious leaders, stu-
dents and intellectuals. It was this
group, supported by the AFL-CIO,
which boycotted Mr. Milosevic's bid
last May to gain legitimacy through
what were described as fraudulent
elections. A silent group of 150,000
Serbs observed the hoycott by
marching thirough the Serbian capi-
tal carrying a mile-long black ban-
ner. There have also been sporadic
anti-war demonstrations since the
fighting bepgan, including protests
by mothers of Serb regulars being
sent to the Croatian front,

The Democratic Movement, with

)
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AFL-CIO backing, is soliciting from
trade unions abroad food and medi-
cines for Muslim, Croat and Jewish
refugees. It has announced as its
three basic demands:

{1) Resignation of the Milosevic
government, the Assembly and all
other officials.

(2) New elections and a new con-

stitutional assembly.

(3) Economic reform,

Whether peace could break out
among the warring republics of ex-
Yugoslavia if President Milosevic
and his neo-communists were ousted
is not easy to answer, even though
their potential successors are not
former communist leaders. The
yearlong civil war has created such
ghastly memories and has so inten-
sified age-old hatreds against Serbia
among the non-Serb peoples that it
is hard to imagine the successor re-
publics can be turned into lands of
stability and islands of freedom in
the short term.
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There isno doubt that alarge sec-
tor of the Serbian people are hor-
rified by the war and by the rise of
strong anti-Serb feeling in Western
Europe and the United States. The
strikes and demonstrations.in Bel-
grade clearly show that there is far
from unanimous Serb opinion to con-
tinue a war that could easily spread
into Kosovo with its 90 percent Alba-
nian population, or to Voivodina with
a concentration of Hungarians and
to Macedonia, whose border with
Greece is a potential hotspot.

The UN. Security Council vote
seeking an end to this quasi-
genocidal civil war raises a question
to which little thought has been
given: Who will succeed the neo-
communist Mr. Milosevic and his
bloody thugs if they are ever ousted?
The “Democratic Movement of Ser-
bia,” may be the vehicle that, with
Western and UN. encouragement,
could begin the process of healing
these tormented lands.
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Awkward
coronation

he Republican Party has a
very big problem. The re-
nomination of a sitting pres-
ident ought to be a love fest
— a celebration of unity and enthu-
siasm. But this party is held captive
by an incumbent who has cut the
guts out of the party’s identity, em-
bracing at key junctures the world-
view and policies of the Democrats.
It makes for an awkward coronation
—rather the way the College of Car-
dinals might feel upon discovering
that a newly ancinted pope dis-
believes in the Incarnation.
What has made the Republican
Party so successful in presidential
contests for the past quarter-

century? Basically two things: a,

tough foreign policy and a conserva-
tive domestic agenda.

President Bush wants credit for
the foreign policy triumphs of the
past four years. But, with the excep-

- tion of the Middle East (and that too
is a mixed bag), most of the credit
for foreign policy success belongs to
-‘Ronald Reagan. Mr. Bush and Mr.
Baker were on the wrong side in
China, they sided with Mikhajl Gor-
bachev in the old U.S.S.R., and they

Mona Charen is a nationally syn-
dicated columnist. .

were slow to support Boris Yeltsin.

Still, persists Mr. Bush, when that
red phone rings in the White House,
“who do you trust” to handle a coup
or an assassination somewhere?
Quite a few voters may scratch their
heads trying to imagine a coup any-
where in the post-Cold War world
that would really alarm them. Do we
need the experienced George Bush
in the White House when there's
trouble in New Drelhi or Tehran? The
president thinks the answer is ob-
vious — but is it?

Some have said Mr. Bush is a vic-
tim of his own success. It's more ac-
curate to say he’s a victim of his pre-
decessor’s success.

publican strength having

been made moot, that leaves
the domestic agenda. The Republi-
can Party has dominated pres-
idential contests by being the party
of smaller, less intrusive govern-
ment and of socia) conservatism.

The Republican Convention will
deubtless ring with denunciations of
big-taxing, big-spending liberals
(and protestations from Bill Clinton
and Al Gore notwithstanding, they
will be mostly accurate). But after
the ritual censure of the liberal
Democrats, Republican orators will
have to segue most skilifully to laud-
ing the acLomplishments of George
Bush.

I ;lifty percent of traditional Re-

see E’HAREN, page E4
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From page E1

This is where the speechwriters
wili really earn their money, because
Mr. Bush has in many ways enacted
the agenda of the Democrats. In the
budget debacle of 1990, Mr. Bush
agreed to a huge tax increase to
(ho-ho) bring down the deficit. The

- deficit, of course, ballooned under
i suchtreatment, asthe economy con-
tracted. Meanwhile, in one stroke,

Mr. Bush eviscerated the organizing .

pri{lciple of the Republican Party —
anti-tax and anti-big government,

By signing the Clean Air Act and
the Americans with Disabilities Act,
President Bush agreed to place new
and unnecessary burdens on busi-
ness. And in acquiescing to the Civil
Rights Act, he abandoned the princi-
ple of treating people as individuals,
not as groups.

. Topraise Mr. Bush asa canserva-
tive, speakers will need to Iean heay-
ily on the appointment of Clarence
Thomas (though not David Souter),
the Gulf war, educational choice and
the new North American Free Trade
Agreement. Those are not penny-

ante issues — but they are harder

sells than emotional causes like
taxes and quotas. As the New York
Times editorialized about the
NAFTA, “All told, if Congress ap-
proves, consumers will save billions.
. But none of the savings will come
labeled 'Courtesy of the Trade
Agreement. ... On the other side of
the ledger, however, the losers, *
though few, will be highly visible —
and vocal” .

The Republican Party is nom-
inating bronze and pretending it is
gold. But while Republicans are
seeking to label Mr. Bush a conser-
vative for his good, Democrats are
seeking to so label him for other rea-
sons. “They are in the grip of 12
years of.a failed ideology” Mr. Clin-
ton is fond of saying — hoping to link
the current economy (slowed by Mr.
Bush's agreement with Democrats
tv raise taxes and increase reg-
ulation) te the supply-side policies of
Mr. Reagan.

If the Democrats win, Mr. Clinton
seems to hope, 1992 will be seen as
the year the voters rejected conser-
vatism. He may be right, but that
would be an ironic tag for a year
when Republicans offered up a
crypto-liberal,
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WILLIAM MURCHISON

Hostile
scribes

es, of course, it will come

off as political bombast,

special-interest whining.

And vet, my fellow Amer-
icans, top Republican spokesmen
are right: The media are for Bill
Clinton; they want him in the White
House. They want George Bush out,
cut, out.

*I think we know who the media
want to win this election — and I
don't think it's George Bush and the
American people;* GOP National
Chairman Rich Bond told the Repub-
lican National Committee. Just what
you'd expect to hear from a GOP
national chairman, right?

Then there's Dan Quayle. “1 want
to say something to you good jour-
nalists,” the vice president said at a
news conference. “You are being
overwhelmed by the bad journalism

" and the bad journalists of America”

We all know how this will play
with the media — the way a hand
buzzer plays at a wedding reception.
.The media, who credit Dan Quayle
with the mental agility of a cocker
spaniel, will snicker and jeer. The
issue of media bias in the 1992 cam-

William Murchison, a columnist
Jor the Dallas Morning News, is na-
tionally syndicated.

paign won't get talked about with
any seriousness. But it should. The
issue is real.

Mr. Quayle’s and Mr. Bond's im-
mediate provecation was the tale of
George Bush’s imputed extramari-
tal affair with a former aide, con-
cerning which Mr. Bush was ques-
tioned twice this week by TV golden
throats. “It's a lie” replied the pres-
ident of the United States.

The accusation is not, shall we
say, wholly persuasive. It comes
from a footnote in a book. The foot-
note, to which the New York Post
drew our attention last Tuesday,
quotes a dead man as saying he had
once arranged for Mr. Bush and the
aide to use a guest house. This —
even if it happened — is an affair?
Yet it was all over television the next
day. ABC spent nearly a half-hour
airing the matter.

The media, I say, want Mr. Bush
and Mr. Quayle gone. This is obvious
in the hectoring, nit-picking tone of
Bush-Quayle coverage, as well as in
the adulatory coverage of Bill Clin-
ton and Al Gore. You would have
thought, to take in the coverage of
the Democratic duo’s postconven-
tion bus tour, that their vehicle was |
flying a foot off the highway, sup- |
ported on the palims of angels.

I do-not suggest the existence of
some get-Bush conspiracy involving
the networks, the newsmagazines,
the New York Times and The Wash-

see MURCHISON, page E4
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From page E1

ington Post. I suggest a common,
unifying hope that Bilj Clinton, come
Jan. 20, wil} take the Inaugural oath
as president. This suffices. It pro-
duces campaign coverage slanted
against Bush-Quayle and in Favor of

Clinton-Gore.

Dislike of a president, any pres-
jdent. is fine and thoroughly Amer-
lcan. Butlet's remember the role the
r_nedia play in our democratic repub-
lic — that of fact-collectors, The
facts the media show us, assurning

their factuality, are the ones wethink |

about and act upon, whereas those
facts the media downplay or ignore
rarely become part of public dis-
course. So high a privilege entails a
high responsibility — that of accuy-
racy and fairness to both sides,

The national media, overwheim-
ingly liberal and sick of Republican
presidents, have thrown accuracy
and fairness to the winds. Their

| motto seems to be, if it helps Bill

Clinton and hurts George Bush, go
with it. Sure Mr. Clinton himself has
had a hard time on the infidelity is-
sue. This was a horse of a similar but
still quite different color Gennifer
Flowers went public with the
charges in a supermarket tabloid.
No jilted mistress has accused Mr.
Bush of anything. This whale un-
Pleasantness — so at odds with the
image of the George Bush we have
known — arises from rank hearsay
evidence,

Cur profession, journalism, is

composed of failible humans, but we
didn’t use to be this bad, this one-

* . sided, This liberal Demoeratic par-

tisanship in the media dates fromi
the mid tolate '60s. It engaged public
altention 24 years ago when then-

... Vice President Spiro Agnew as-

sailed the “nattering nabobs of neg-
ativism.” Afterward it died down, in
bart because Ronald Reagan com-
municated so successfully over the
media’s heads. Well, communication
isn't Mr. Bush’s forte, and fairness
obviously isn't the media's, It's going
to be a dirty campaign, not gne bit
brighter for the media’s increasing
forgetfulness of what it owes the
customers.
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SUZANNE FIELDS
It’s not clear who's responsible
Pel‘sonal for the resuscitation of unsubstant-
ated rumors about George Bush, but

Bill Clinton has far more to lose with
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tion, and the exclusion of capital
gains from the alternative minimum
tax; .

These incentives can be safelyex-
pected to boost the economy’s
growth rate by 1 percentage point,
and the growth dividend on both the
revenue and spending sides pays for
much of the tax cut. The higher
growth rate recovers part of the rev-
enues with a larger tax base, and the
better economy reduces unemploy-
ment-related expenditures.

On the spending side, the pro-
gram limits the growth of Medicare
and Medicaid to 5.5 percent per year,

cuts defense spending by an addi-
tional $21 billion per year, and sells
off federal assets. As the program
utilizes only half of the privat-
izations that the Reason Foundation
has shown to be feasible, more ag-
gressive deficit reduction is possi-
ble. The federal government owns
and mismanages massive amounts
of real estate, grazing, mineral, min-
ing and oil rights, airwaves, and
loans that could be sold.

If these assets were put into pro-
ductive, tax-paying hands, the net in-
terest savings from a lower budget
deficit alone would $75 billion.

The 1992 presidential election
may decide a crucial question that
could set the course for the 1990s:
Will the United States continue to
lead the world on a course of private

sector rationalization or will it be-
come a laggard on the road to eco-
nomic prosperity? Formerly social-
ist countries such as Sweden, Great
Britain, France, Mexico, Argentina
and China have recently adopted
massive privatization strategies.
Other socialist bastions, such as the
Soviet Union and its Eastern Euro-
pean satellites simply &mmﬁuﬂmnna.
leaving in their place new regimes
committed to private property and
markets.

However, the United States, in a
perverse reaction to its own success,
has not moved forward under Mr.
Bush's pro-government policy.
Moreover, Mr. Bush’s Democratic
challenger seems determined to
place yet greater government bur-
dens on the private sector. While the

rest of the world moves toward eco-
nomic stccess, the United States is
poised to step back from it.

Neither Mr. Bush nor Mr. Clinton,
generates any enthusiasm among
voters, and turnout could be low. In
November, the organized interests
that live off the taxpayers have an
excellent chance of capturing the
reins of government. The only thing
that can prevent it'is an aggressive
campaign based on a private sector
growth agenda. :

Pragmatism is télling Mr. Baker
that Mr. Bush needs ideas, and Mr.
Kemp's are the only ones on the
scene, If Mr. Bush can move from
being the candidate of the Repub-
lican establishment to becoming the
candidate of the Reaganite majority,
the élection is his.

Econ

omic

c

eorge Bush can save his

(&

presidency and reclaim
y Housing

pment Secretary

ers. The program

for all Americans in

and it would stop

the Reagan legacy by
using the Republican Con-

vention to endorse the economic ac-

tion programsent to him b

and Urban Develo
The program makes sense, and

the private sector that to many is Mr.
James A. Baker, who has resigned as

ways that would stimulate job and
the growth of government relative to -
Bush's greatest mark of fatlure.

economic growth,

Jack Kemp and six prominent Re-

publican lawmak
would cut taxes

Y

to Mr. Bush’s campaign and second

term.

1

ident Bush'’s re-election campaign,
said lower tax rates would be a ke
The prospect of Mr. Baker team-
ing up with Mr. Kemp to revive the .
growth agenda breathes new life °
into a campaign that many Repub-
licans had abandoned, Mr. Bush's
economic policy has turned off his
supporters along with the economy.
Budget Director Richard Darman
and Treasury Secretary Nicholas
Brady alone see virtue in budget
deals with Congress that result in

Secretary of State to oversee Pres-' -

the government’s share of national
income rising while the taxpayers'

share declines.

Mr. Baker’s pragmatism lets him
see that the economy has gone no-
wherein four years and that “staying
the course” is a sure-fire recipe for
putting Bill and Hillary Clinton in
the White House. Mr. Baker's big-
gest problem will be deficit-phobic
Republicans, who believe the key to
economic prosperity is higher taxes
toreduce deficitsand interest rates.

Two former government officials
bave ridden to Mr. Baker's rescue.
Steve Entin, a former deputy assis-
tant secretary of the Treasury, and
Larry Kudlow, a former associate di-

3

.
i
'
)
l
1

T

tion, a

The tax package consists of re-
ductions in both the top and bottom

tical purposes, the deficit would be -
personal income tax rates from 31

for the economy. Using the govern-
..ment's own budgetary and lax ac-
that the pro-growth agenda would
reduce the deficit by $560 billion
over the 1993-97 period. For all prac- .,
over by 1996.
percent to 28 percent and from 15
percent to 12 percent, an increase in
the personal exemption of $500
child, adoption of neutral cost recov-

ery for capital goods deprecia
reduction in the capital gains tax

rector of the Office of Management
and Budget, have calculated the cost
and benefit of the Kemp program
counting rules, they have concluded
rate to 15 percent, indexation of the

see ROBERTS, page E4 1

cost basis of capital gains for infla- =~

]
¢

national Studies, is a columnist for :
The Washington Times and is nation- .

Paul Craig Roberts, an economist
s ally syndicated.

at the Center for Strategic and Inter-
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‘A’ team to the fore

very four years, we

stage the heavyweight
championship of

American politics, a

presidential election,

and although neither of

the contenders this year is a Jack
Dempsey or a Joe Louis the contest

. will nevertheless be an interesting

one.

Last month in Madison Square
Garden, the Democrats fielded the
best they had available. Today, the
Republicans take center stage atthe
Houston Astrodome.

The Democrats’ “A" team — Bill
Bradley, Sam Nunn, Richard Gep-
hardt and Mario Cuomo — decided
to skip this year’s contest, calculat-
ing a year ago that George Bush
would be unbeatable.

The “B” team — Bill Clinton, Tom
Harkin, Paul Tsongas, Robert Ker-
rey and, for laughs, Jerry Brown —
was left to fight for the party’s nomi-
nation. Mr. Clinton, bloody but un-
bowed, turned out 1o be the last man
standing.

George Bush is a sort of substi-
tute on the Republican “B” team. In
1980, he was named to the ticket by
Ronald Reagan during a hectic mo-
ment at the Detroit convention. Mr.
Bus_h_ was a Reagan gesture of rec-
onciliation toward the Eastern, lib-
eral and moribund wing of the GOP.
{Does anyone today remember
“Wild Bill” Scranton?)

At Detroit in 1980, Mr. Bush knew
he had been crushed by Mr. Reagan
in the primaries. His candidacy had
gone nowhere. He must have been
terribly surprised when, while hav-
ing a beer and wearing a Lacoste
shirt, he was informed in the bar of
the Hotel Ponchartrain that he was
on the ticket. He must have felt like
St. Paul on the road to Damascus.
Back in the Joe Louis Arena, the
delegates overwhelmingly pre-
ferred Jack Kemp and would have
chosen him by a voice vote, if al-
lowed to do so.

But the Republicans had Mr
Bush shoved down their throats, and
they still have him. He spent eight
years under Mr. Reagan keeping his
mouth shut and himself out of sight.
He stopped talking about “voodoo
economics” and all of a sudden
found himself opposed to abortion.

In 1988, he ran, saying he would
complete the Reagan “mission,” and
won because the voters believed him
to be an extension of Mr. Reagan.
Howevert, he was still contumacious.
Early on, he separated himself from
Mr. Reagan, promising a “kinder
and gentler America”

But the Republicans do have an

" “A" team, and it will be much on dis-

play in Houston. The Republicans'
convention will compare favorably
with what the Democrats showed us
in New York City.

The Democrats opened with the
abrasive Texas governor, Ann Rich-
ards, and didn't improve much after

see HART, page E4

Jeffrey Hart is a nationally syndi- -

cated columnist,
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From page El

that. Mr. Bradley, estimable as he is,
made a boring speech, and Mr
Cuomo reminded everyone that he
can speak but not pay the bilts in

. New York. The Democrats’ overall

message was that Mr. Bush is not
much good, but everyone already
knew that.

When the Republican “A” team
comes to bat in Houston, the TV au-
dience will see a much more impres-
sive 'squad, with a better message.
Jesse Jackson will not be playing on
this team.

One of the two most effective
presidents in this century, Ronald
Reagan, will open the proceedings
with what undoubtedly will be a

~ great address on foreign policy. Itis

possible that Mr. Reagan will pro-
duce an electrifying announcement
about an agreement in the Middle

. East. Mr. Reagan, after all, was the
president who shook hands with Mi-
khail Gorbachev as the Berlin Wall
came down and communism crum-
bled in our hemisphere. Where is
Daniel Ortega now?

The Republican heavy-hitters
will be on display: Mr. Kemp, Bill
Bennett, Bob Dole. Allthree despise
Mr. Bush but are coming together
because they much prefer him to Mr.

Clinton. Samuel Johnson once re-

marked that the imminence of ex-
ecution concentrates the mind. The
imminence of a Democrat in the
White House will bring the "A” team
to Houston.

Pat Buchanan, who dramatically
exposed Mr. Bush’s vulnerability, is
scheduled togive a prime-time stem-
winder and will lure back the wan-
dering “Reagan Democrats.”

Defense Secretary Richard
Cheney will be on display. They will
not have to ask: “Do you want Patsy
Schroeder 1o be your Secretary of
Defense?”

James Baker has had a good tour
as secretary of state; and before
that, White House chief of staff (to
which he is now returning); and be-
fore that, Treasury secretary. He'll
be at the Astrodome, as will Pete du
Pont and Phil Gramm.

There is now in existence a
strong Republican political tradi-
tion, flawed in some respects though
it may be. What Richard Nixon and

Ronald Reagan breught to the White,

House was a skepticism about state
power and a realistic sense of the
uses of power abroad. What Mr. Rea-
gan, a Democrat from the 1930s, ac-
complished was to take over the old
Republican Party and make it the
majority governing party.

In Houston, you will see the Re-
publican “4" team. It doesn't have
much of a quarterback, but it will
carry even Mr. Bush to victory.

.......
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JOSEPH SOBRAN

Nevats .

pideyiary:

Could you ask for
a better liberal?

ust think: If it were Bush vs.
Quuayle, this election woiild be
a cliff-hanger.

Is there any way even the
cunning of James Baker can save
this president? So far the:Bush cam-
paign has been trying to paint Bill
Clinton as a far-out liberal. But fran-
tically slapping the L-word on Mr.
Clinton just isn’t working very well.
He merely calls the tactic "desper-
ate,’ which it is.

Every four years, George Bush
has a strange compulsion to present
himself as a conservative. And the
general assumption about him is
that he is indeed more or less con-
servative. Some think he is a fum-
bling and inconstant conscrvative; a
few, like R. Emmett Tyrrell Jr, even
think he is a mode! conservative. Mr.
Tyrrell calls the president *a politi-
cian built in conformity with QOake-
shott’s formulae,” referring to the
great English political philosopher
Michael Oakeshott.

I could hardly disagree more.
The Oakeshottian conservative has,

Joseph Sobran, critic-at-large for
National Review, is a nationally syn-
dicated colummist,

first of all, philosophical poise — a
serene aversion to'the proiiscuous
use of government power that is en-
tirely opposite to the panicky, fix-it
politics of Mr. Bush, who responds
with maladroit obedience to the
slightest pressure from the other
side. He is not, to be sure, the politi-
cal "rationalist” (or ideologue) Pro-
fessor Oakeshott deprecated, but in
practice he accepts the premises of
rationalism.

If Mr Bush were 10 read Mr
Oakeshott's classic essay “On Being
Conservative,” he would be puzzled.
Mr. Qakeshott speaks of governing
as “a specific and limited activity,”
concerned with the minimal rule-
making necessary to cnable people
“topursue the activities of their own
choice with the minimum frustra-
tion" The government Mr. Oakeshott
envisions would seek to calm, not to
excite, and certainly not to yield to
the passionate demands of every or-
ganized interest. All this is totally
alien to thy only politics this reflex-
ive, unreflective president knows.

Mr. Bush's attempt to play the
leap-year conservative creates so
many problems and requires so
many centortions that 1 wonder if it
isn't the wrong approach.

Why doesn't he simply run as a
liberal?

‘By co-opting the infamous L-

word himself, Mr. Bush coutd make
his task much easier. By liberal stan-
dards, he can claim a fairly success-
ful presidency. He has raised taxes
and vastly increased federal spend-

ing. He has signed bills creating new
federal powers in the areas of fight-
ing air pollution, enlarging the
rights of handicapped people and
expanding affirmative action. He
has made no effort to reverse the
accumulated gains of liberalism.

Tyue, his record, cven in liberal

tefms, hasn't been perfect. But can
Bill Clinton really match his accom-
plishments? Besides, Mr. Clinton has
been denying that he’s a liberal, This
would make it hard for him to turn
around and argue that he's actually
more liberal than the president.

Of course not everyonc would

buy the claim that Mr. Bush is a [ib-
eral. That's the beauty of this strat-
egy. More voters call themselves
conservatives than liberals, and
most of these would feel that for a
liberal, Mr. Bush isn't really too bad.
They would warm up to him even
more when card-carrying liberals
snorted that Mr: Bush had no righ{to
their label. :

In other words, Mr. Bush, rur-
ning as an unreliable liberal, would .
be a much stronger candidate than :

heisnow, when he is perceived asan - °

unreliable conservative.

Conservatives are extremely un- .
easy about having Mr. Bush run as .

their champion. They know that the

liberal mgjority of pundits and ana- |
lystswill be only too glad tointerpret -
his defeat as a popular rejection of |
their philosophy. And they would -

therefare feel much more free to

vote for him as the lesser evil if hie -

were running as the champion of
someone cise’s philosophy. :

No less a liberal than Michael :
Kinsley, after all, observes that Mr. :

Bush has adhered implicitly to the - |

tenets of liberalism throughout his |
administration. This is just what .
conservatives have been com- :
plaining about. It seems unfair, then, .
that conservatives should be sad- .

dled with him at the last minute.
But if Mr. Bush will only look into

the camera and snarl,“Read my lips: -
I'm a liberal!” his conservative sup- .

port will scaz: Moreover, he will in-
stantly make some sense of his pres-

idency. Who knows, he may evén pick
up a few liberal votes.+
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eorge Bush's Houston coro-

nation is more than a little

hollow. Much of his sup-

part is reluctant, coming

from people skeptical of govern-
ment power who are sadly disap-
pointed with his record. For them,
the case for Mr. Bush is simply the
Democratic ticket. Bill Clinton, de-
spite his moderate image, is an en-
thusiast of active government. Al
Gore is even worse, one of the big-

- gest spenders in the entire Sehate

and an environmental apocalyptic.
And the interest groups that would
likely staff a Clinton-Gore adminis-
tration, such as the public employee
uriions, are among the most avari-
cious in existence.

Thus, the prospect of a Clinton
presidency is frightening. But no
one should have any illusions as to
what four more years of George
Bush is likely to mean, especially
since he will no longer face the con-
straint of a future election. While g
Bush presidency might still be mar-

" ginally better than a Clinton admin-

istration, in the longer term the
cause of liberty could very well be
served by a Republican defeat.

The point is, Mr. Bush has spent
nearly four years implementing
Detnocratic policies. Government is
more expansive and expensive;
taxes are higher; and regulations
are more draconian. The results?
The economy is floundering and na-
tional confidence is disappearing.
Congress shares the blame, of
course, but a Democratic Congress
has been a virtual constant since
1955. It is George Bush who has
taken the nation back to John E Ken-
nedy levels of spending and Jimmy
Carter levels of regulation.

Indeed, most people are not
aware of the sordid details of the
Bushrecord. In 1988, when Mr. Bush
was elected, federal outlays ran

Doug Bandow, a senior fellow at
the Cato Institute, is a nationally
syndicated columnist.

$1.064 trillion. Four years later,
Washington is spending $1.323 tril-
lion, a 24 percent increase. But these
numbers understate the bloat since
military spending has declined
slightly in real (after. inflation)
terms because of the end of the Cold
War. Observes Dan Mitchell of the
Heritage Foundation, “Counted in
1987 dollars, domestic spending has
climbed by anaverage of $44.7 bil-
lion annually, an amount more than

This election
demonstrates that the
lesser of two evils is
still evil.

15 times larger than the average an-
nual domestic spending increase un-
der Ronald Reagan, and nearly three
times more than domestic spending
grew under Jimmy Carter”

The president’s disastrous 1990
tax increase, the second-largest in
history, did not, as promised, cut the
deficit. To the contrary, next year the
Office of Management and Budget
expects $341 billien in red ink,
§205.8 billion more than projected
before the Bush budget deal.

And President Bush has become
Mr. Regulation, finally feeling
forced to impose a moratorium on
his own administration. Last year
the number of pages in the Federal
Register grew 26 percent to 67,716,
the third-highest ever and the most
since 1980. After decrying quotas,
the president signed Sen. Ted Ken-
nedy’s quota bill; despite a professed
commitment to economic growth,
Mr. Bush inked such burdensome
monstrosities as the Clean Air Act
(which achieves little environmental
protection at enormous cost) and the
Americans with Disabilities Act
(which penalizes innocent firms for
other people’s handicaps).

The president’s record in foreign
affairs is scarcely better: He tried to

L T VU e 3L e ¥ tmea an meim w terRmel gt i =4 R Etaapemes

save Mikhail Gorbachev, told the
Ukrainians to stay under Moscow's
yoke, and, through his secretary of

. state, declared his concern for the .

territorial integrity of Yugoslavia —
yet now is preparing 1o entangle
America in the resulting civil war.
The results of his campaign against
Saddam Hussein seem less satisfac:

tory every day and he is defending -
an obsolete military budget on the |

basis of “jobs,” the Democrats’ long-

time mantra in defense of all types .

of pork barre! spending.

A Clinton administration would

be theoretically capable of beating
Mr. Bushon all of these measures, of

course. But it wouldn't be easy. In- . |
i

deed, there is a chance that just as it
took a virulent anti-communist like
Richard Nixon to travel to China, it
might take liberal Bill Clinton to con-
tain so-called entitlement spending

and make government regulation

less grotesquely inefficient.

Only on the courts has Mr, Bush .
been steadfast. Yet Planned Parent- °

hood vs. Casey shows that Repub-

lican appointments to the Supreme |

Court guarantee nothing. Anyway,
the next memberslikely toretireare
liberals. Another David Souter, will-

ing 1o ratify the left-wing activism .:

of recent decades, is little better
than another Harry Blackmun,
whose prejudices are at least
aboveboard. »
Ultimately, the most important
question is not would life be worse
under Mr. Clinton? It probably
would be. More relevant is: Can the

Republican Party, and the larger

movement dedicated to individual

liberty, survive four more years-of

being sabotaged by its alleged ally?
At best a Bush re-election means
that the nation loses more slowly.
But it will still lose. a

Voters should drive a stake
through the heart of Bush Repub-

licanism, which wraps visioniéss :

statism in the rhetoric of liberty.
This election dramatically demon-
strates that the lesser of two evils'is
still evil. . .
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s the Republicans enter their
convention in Houston, a
key worry is the antici-
pated onslaught from the

press. This is in striking contrast to
the grandiose treatment afforded by
the press to the Democrats at their
convocation in New York last mmonth.
Why? Keep in mind that some of the
major media operatives covering
this year’s campaign are former po-
litical operatives of the Democratic
Party.

Faced with facts like these, most
liberals no longer make the impossi-
ble argument that the media elite
aren’t liberal. Now they insist that
while reporters, editors and execu-
tives may be liberal, it doesn't affect
their news coverage. They're losing
that argument, too.

Look at the way the networks cov-
ered-the Democratic Convention. In
four nights of prime-time coverage,
the four major networks never once
called Bill Clinton or Al Gore “lib-
eral” The Democrats’ platform fa-
vorsabortion on demand and the gay
"rights” agenda, but the platform
was never called “liberal” once. The
media have built a Potemkin village
around the idea that the Democratic
ticket and message are unarguably
moderate. Democrats in the media
are heiping the Democrats on the
hustings.

Liberal Democrats are in posi-
tions of major influence throughout
the media's political units. Begin
with the networks. ABC's political
coverage is run by Jeff Gralnick,
George McGovern's press secretary
in 1971. He rose from an associate
producer position in 1972 to execu-
tive producer of “World News To-
night” by 1979. He's been in charge
of ABC's election coverage since
1982, Jeff Greenfield, a ringside
convention analyst, wrote speeches
for Robert E Kennedy in 1968.

At CBS News, political editor
Dotty Lynch toiled as deputy poll-
ster for George McGovern in 1972,
as polling director for the Demo-
cratic National Committee in
1981-82, and as a pollster for Gary

L. Brent Bozell 111 is chairman of
the Media Research Center.

Donkeys
in media
stables

Hart and Mondale-Ferrar in 1984,
Look at CNN and find :i:at President
Tom Johnson was =npeiied deputy
press secretary and luier special as-
sistant to President Lyndon John-
son. Veteran political reporter Ken
Bode was an aide in liberal Morris
Udall's 1976 presidential campaign
and authored the 1972 McGovern
Commission Democratic delegate
reform rules.

NBC's squad of Dc.nocrais be-
gins with Tim Rus.ert, a network
vice president and “Vashington bu-
reau chief, host of -Meet the Press™
and “roving analyst™ for the conven-
tion. Mt Russert first made his
mark as Sen. Daniel Patrick Moy-
nihan's chief of staff and then as
counselor to New York Gov. Mario
Cuomoin 1983 and 1984. John Chan-
cellor, aco-anchor of convention cov-
erage, directed the Voice of America
in the Johnson administration.

Maria Shriver, NBC's podium re-
porter, volunteered as a campaign
aide for the 1972 McGovern-Shriver
ticket and the 1980 Ted Kennedy
presidential effort. This no doubt
prepared her for the Democratic
Convention, where she asked AIDS
sufferer Elizabeth Glaser: “You

. place the responsibility for the death

of your daughter [from AIDS] at the

- feet of the Reagan administration.

Do you believe that they're responsi-
ble for that?”

National Public Radio (NPR)
President Douglas Bennet directed
the Agency for Intermational Devel-
opment for Jimmy Carter and also
served as administrative assistant to
liberal Sens. Tom Eagleton and
Abraham Ribicoff. Bob Ferrante,
executive producer of NPR's mom-
ing news, helped handle Democratic
National Committee public relations
from 1986 to 1988. Before directing

1984 campaign coverage for CBS,
Mr. Ferrante was executive pro-
ducer of two programs. the now-
defunct “Nightwatch™ and the “CBS$
Morning News Anne Edwards, now
asenior cditor at NPR, worked as the
Jssignment editor in the CBS Wash-
ington bureau until she found a posi-
tion in 1984 as campaign scheduler
fur Mondale-Ferraro. At PBS,
“MacNcil-Lehrer NewsHour” and
convenii  reporter Kwame Hol-
man joined Washington Mayor Mar-
ion Barry's 1980 re-election cam-
paign as press secretary.

The prevalence of liberals who
have moved from politics to the
oress goes beyond the electronic
nicdia, Time Deputy Washington
Bureau Chief Margaret Carlson
started as a special assistant to the
chairman of the Consumer Preduct
Safety Commission during the
Carter administration. Senior writer
Walter Shapiro gained his campaigh
experience by writing speeches for
Jimmy Carter in 1976 and was re-
warded with a jobunder Mr. Carter's
labor secretary, Ray Marshall. At
U.S. News & World Report, Kathryn
Bushkin, director of editorial admin-
istration, handled the press for Gary
Harl’s 1984 campaign. Harrison
Rainie, an assistant managing editor
now covering the campaign,
warmed Tim Russert’s spot as Mr.
Moynihan's top aide in 1987,

Does this mean that all journal-
ists with Democratic backgrounds
are actively promoting a liberal
agenda? Certainly not. Some of the
folks listed above — and I would cite
in particular CNN's Mr. Johnsonand
ABC’s Mr. Greenfield — have estab-
lished well-deserved reputations for
fairness and balance. But they are
the exception to the rule in an indus-
try where Democrats going through
the revolving door outnumber Re-
publicans three to one.

1t’s time for the media to hire a
conservative reporter or two to level
the playing field. Before liberals hit
the panic button, I would remind
them that not all conservative Re-
publicans are predictable, either.
One such reporter began his politi-
cal training as a Young Republican
and later entered journalism. And
Sam Donaldson has been driving
conservatives crazy ever since.
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ne ol the most important ob-

srvations of this cam-

paign year came from

Paul Tsongas who said the

race for the White House was poing

to be won by the candidate who of-

fers the most credible cconomic
growth plan for America.

Mr. Tsongas, who won the New
Hampshire Democratie presiden-
tial primary targely on the pop-
ularity of his tax-cul incentives for
economic recovery, iricd to gel Bill
Ctinton to adopt his plan for business
expansien and job creation at the na-
tional convention in Nuw Yurk, but to
no avail.

Mr. Clinton was sticking to his
much higher, ncarly 40 { rcent in-
come tax rate proposals, his in-
creased business taxes, and his op-
position to Mr. Tsongas' tough,
deficit-cutting budget frecze and
capital gains tax cuts for cxisting
businesses.

I've devoted several columns to
an examination of Mr. Clinten’s cco-

nomic plan: the taxes, the govern-

ment-mandated business costs and
the additional spending for a host of
new federal programs and agencies.

The Arkansas governor is flying
high in the polls right now, largcly
because of President Bushs weak-
ness on the ecconomy For many

Donald Lambro, chicf polilical
correspondent of The Wuashington
Times, is a nationully syndicated
columnisy.

Bush’s need: An economic vision

Americans, any change would ap-
pear to be better than the present
situation.

However, the American people

(%)
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are going to be asked by the pres-
ident to closely compare Mr. Clin-
10n's economic plan to what he is of-

fering. But before he does that, Mr.

Bush will have to articulate a vision
of where he wants to take our coun-
try in the next four years and draw
an cconomic road map to get us
there.

He is going to have to put forth a
market-oriented, pro-growth, pro-
jobs, pro-business investment plan
for America that will offer a stark
contrast 1o Mr. Clinton’s traditicnal
tax and spend proposals.

Here are some of the key princi-
ples and proposals that must be in
the president's plan:

(1) Expanding ecenomic opportu-
nity: You cannot create and advance
economic opportunity by expanding
the government’s budget at the ex-
pense of the business and family
budget. Putting people first means
letting pcople at all income levels
keep more of what they earn.

(2) The American people have
been regulated and taxed enough:
The 1990 tax increases werc a mis-
take, Higher tax rates and increased
business regulations are a disincen-
tive to investment, business expan-
sion and job creation,

Our economy needds to be revived
with tax cut incentives to spur new
capital investment. Mr: Bush’s capi-
tal gains tax cuts, investment tax

creditand first-time home-buyer tax
credits would help get this economy
moving again. But what we do not
need are more tax increases on any-
one — low, middle or upper income.

(3) Government spending is out
of control: Federal spending has
more than doubled since Jimmy
Carterleft office — from $600 biltion
to more than $1.5 trillion a year.
There is plenty of blame to go
around, but only Congress can raise
and appropriate federal tax dollars.

And appropriation bills of the
current Congress have been stuffed
with pork-barrel spending that has
ballooned the deficit and wasted
hundreds of billions of hard-earned
tax dollars. Mr. Bush must pledge 1o
control government spending by
using his veto aggressively and con-
sistently. He has an opportunity to
show he means business in the com-
ing weeks.

He would be wise to resurrect
Paul Tsongas' proposal for a freeze
on total federal spending and pledge
that this will be his guiding policy
for the pext four years. America, he
must pramise, will cnter 1996 with a
sharply reduced deficit and a
stronger economy.

(4) Combating poverty by ex-
panding the business sector and cre-
ating robust economic opportunity

in America’'sdepressed inner cities:

The greatest enemy of poverty is :

a growing, wealth-creating economy
that produces jobs. And the way to
create jobs is to offer incentives 1o
invest in our inner cities, to open up
new businesses and to leave the cer-
tainty of welfare for the opportunity
of privatc sector employment,
George Bush and Ross Perot
agreed on one thing after the Los
Angeles riots: The only way to bring
economic growth (o our poverty-
stricken inner cities is to make the

business rewards greater than the -
risks. Both called for zeroing out the

capital gains tax in the inner city.
Only Mr. Clinton opposes this.

With the help of Housing and Ur-
ban Development Secretary Jack
Kemp, George Bush can carry his
crusade for 300 capital gains-free
enlerprise zones and tenant owner-

ship of publie housing to the inner

city leadership, - .
The president needs to ¢all for
broad program of tax incentivesthay
will unleash the job-creating power
of the marketplace. He needs to pro-
ciaim that a thriving, dynamic, cap-

italist economy is the greatest en- .
gine for social change and upward .

tnobility.
The coming campaign will be a
time for intense comparisons and

questioning of the two candidates. .
And, as Paul Tsgonas. says, the one |

for his economic¢ blueprint for

‘who makes the most persuasive case .

growth will probably emerge the

winner.
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Iraqi attack report labeled Democratic dirty trick

By Ralph Z. Hallow

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

HOUSTON — Bush campaign ad-
visers and Republican members of
Congress were taken by surprise
yesterday by a New York Times re-
port that the administration planned
to provoke a confrontation with Iraq
during the GOP convention to help
the president get re-elected.

Senior ‘administration officials
here for today's opening of the Re-
publican convention réjected the
story as a Democratic ploy to ruin
the party meeting.

“It was just the Democrats or a
lene Democrat in the Pentagon try-
ing to play dirty." said one sénior of-

ficial who spoke on. cendition of ano-
nymity.

The Times story was carried Io-
cally on Page One of the Houston
Chronicle.

A number of Republican law-
makers, including Senatc Minority
Leader Bob Dole of Kansas, sug-
gested the New York Times report
had been planted by the Clintoii-
Gore campaign.

Asked about the story after giving
a speech on Mr. Bush's behalf 10 the
New York delegation, Mr. Dolé sug-
gested the newspaper was con-
sciously misleading its readers. It
wouldn't be the First time” he said.

George W. Bush, the president’s
eldest son, called it “outrageous” for

the newspapeér to suggest the admin-
istration would find an excuse to at-
tack Iraq right in the middle of the
GOP convention. He also suggested
the newspaper had allowed itself to
be misled by a “rogue” official in the
administration.

Another theory circulating here
yesterday was that the administra-
tion had leaked the story in order to
signal Iragi President Saddam Hus-
sein that he does not have free rein
during the Republican convention.

But Frank Donatelli, who was
White House political director in the
Reagan administration, dismissed
that theory.

“It would be the most stupid thing
in'political history for the Bush.ad-

ministration to attack Iraq during
this convention and take the focus off
what we are trying to do here he
said.

He argued that it would be
“equally stupid” to leak such a story
with an eye to pre-empting any at-
tempt by Irag o embarrass Mn
Bush at this critical time in his re-

election campaign.

Mr. Donatelli said it was more
likely that an administration official
bad a“kernal of truth” and was exag-
gerating it to impress a favored re-
porter.

Condoleezza Rice, a former Na-
tional Security Council staffer now
teaching at Stanford, offered a simi.
lar "rogue official” theory.

"This isn’t the first time some-
thing like this has happened” she
said. “In fact, it happens &ll the
time,” she said in an interview.

None of the campaign officials,
Bush advisers and lawyers inter-
viewed could explain why the news-
paper cited more than one source for
the story and described all the
sources as “U.S. officials

The general feeling among Re-
publican officials and lawimakers
here was that Mr Bush would be

‘hurt politically by military action

against Iraq.

One reason is that it would be seen
as-a politically motivated act by a
president trailing his Democratic
apponent in the polls.

The other is that it would take the
focus off the domestic economic and
social vision Mr. Bush will be trying
to present this.week, along with the
idea that he is more trustworthy
than Bill Clinton when it comes to
the nation's welfare and future,

The Bush campaign is counting
on receiving a major boost in the
opinion polls as a result of the con-
vention. But George W. Bush said he
does not think it will result in enough
of a boost to let his father draw cven
with Mr. Clinton in the polis.

“That’s an unreasonable expecta-
tion,” he said.

® Payl Bedard contributed to this
article.
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Needle exchange confusion

rime in the District has everyone on ‘edge,

from Congress to the mayor to the council to

residents. No one knows for sure how to get

it under control. The only certainty is some-

thing radical has to be done about it. Preoccupation

with what to do has produced a spate of legislation and

policy recommendations. But many of them are prov-

ing more reactive than thoughtful, more desperate

than calculating and more responsive to political pres-

sure than to reality. And sometimes the city only man-
ages to shoot itself in the foot.

A case in point is the hypodermic needle exchange
program that Mayor Sharon Pratt Kelly hopes will
curtail the spread of AIDS among intravenous drug
users. Though the D.C. Council urnanimously voted its
approval of the law, members clearly were unsettled
by their decision. Emotionally, the council viewed the
Program as a signal to the public that it was not Jjust
sitting on its hands but doing something about the
spread of the deadly disease among users.

Inteilectually, council members knew that their de-
cision made government an enabler and active partner
in the drug epidemic. As a practical matter, the law
may be improving sanitation among users. But it is
making crime even more difficult for the police to
fight. .

A sea of hypodermic needles at the feet of a crowd
of suspected users once was probable cause for police

officers who happened upon the scene to draw some
reasonable conclusions, ask questions and make ar-
rests. In an attempt to escape culpability, users typi-
cally threw the syringes on the sidewalk when they
spotted a cop. But now a syringe at someone's feet or
in someone’s hand or laying in plain view on the front
seat of a car may as well be a package of breath mints.
The law, in effect, now gives the city's blessing to the
possession of a needle. . .

In trying to solve a public health problem, the Dis-
trict has created a law enforcement dilemma. The last
thing police need is to have their hands bound behind
their backs. As well-meaning as the council believes
the needle exchange program may be, it needs to go.

Some council members believe that another way to
get a grip-on crime is to create an Office of the Public
Safety Commissioner. Its chief would oversee a
plethora of District functions, including policing, cor-
rections, drug treatment policy, social services for
criminal offenders, emergency preparedness and
more.

A new layer of bureaucracy is the last thing the
District needs. Such an office will not solve problems;
it will only fight for turf and grow as problems get
shuffled around. Getting crime under control will be-
gin only when there is the political and moral will to
do so and when public policy takes into account the
reality of city life.

Clair George lashes back

uring his testimony in federal court last week,

former CIA official Clair George let loose

with a dirty little secret that will be familiar

only to those few dedicated antiquarians
who have followed the Iran-Contra affair closely. Con-
gress, Mr. George charged, knew all along about the
activities being run out of the White House by Lt. Col
Oliver North to keep the Nicaraguan Contras alive
after Congress cut them off at the knees.

“They knew, they all knew about Ollie North as
muchas ] did,” said Mr. George, whois on trial for lying
to Congress about the Iran-Contra affair. “Not one of
them had the guts to ask me about what they knew,
about Ollie North’s role. They were waiting for me to
say 1s'omething wrong. And goddamnit, that'’s hypoc-
risy!”

“Everybody was a goddamn hypocrite about this;”
Mr. George continued. He stated that Rep. Lee Hamil-
ton, the Indiana Democrat, had sanctioned administra-
tion plans to resupply the Contras with both humani-
tanan supplies and limited amounts of arms. Mr.
George also claimed that Sen. John Kerry of Mas-
sachusetts and former Sen. Thomas Eagleton of Mis-
souri, both of whom testified against Mr. George at
trial, were among those in Congress who set him up.

This should have come as no shock to Craig Gillen,
the chief prosecutor in the case. Last year, Jeffrey

Toobin, a former attorney in the office of Iran-Contra
special-prosecutor-forlife Lawrence Walsh, reported
in his book “Opening Arguments” that Judge Gerhard
Gesell, the judge in the Oliver North case, was con-
vinced that Mr: Hamilton, the co-chairman of the Iran-
Contra investigating committee, knew all along of Col.
North’s efforts to keep the Contras going while the
Boland Amendments were in effect. But Mc Hamilton
“lacked the political will to stopit," in the judge’s view.

Meanwhile, Mr. George stands accused of giving
uncertain and ambiguous answers about a resupply
operation to a congressional committee in 1986, Mr
George says he did not give full answers because his
knowledge was imprecise and second-hand. “I went
down to tell them [members of Congress] that the CIA
was not involved in this particular flight. If they
thought I was going to come down and tell them every-
thing I suspected or heard by rumor, they were wrong.
... I did not lie. ... If you're going to sit arcund and
nit-pick, nit-pick, nit-pick every word ! ever said, I'm
not going to go along with it”

The former head of the CIAs operations directorate
and also of its congressional relations unit, Mr: George
also had a fine explanation of why he is before a jury.
Addressing prosecutor Gillen, the withess said: “You
were so damned hard up to grab someone to work with,
you grabbed me” .
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The Republicans convene

he latest polls show George Bush trailing Bill

Clinton by 18 percent or so as the GOP gathers

in Houston. This would seem bad, except it

actually represents considerable improve-
ment from the 23- to 30-point edge Mr: Clinton enjoved
following the Democratic convention and Ross Perot's
withdrawal announcement. Mr. Clinton’s bounce is
trailing off, and while the Republicans have their work
cut out for them, their cause is by no means lost.

The meaning of the size and relative persistence of
the Clinton bounce is something students of public
opinion will be analyzing for years to come. A full
assessment will have to await exit polling Nov. 3, but
for now, one observation is certainly fair: The sudden
departure of Mr. Perot from the race — on the very
day that Mr. Clinton spoke to Democrats in New York
— resulted in a temporary bonanza for Mr. Clinton.

Such support as Mr. Perot enjoyed was primarily a
reflection of disenchantment with Mz Bush. It was not
the two-party system that Perot supporters were rail-
ing against, nor gridlock in Washington, nor other of
the structural causes that have been put forward to
explain the phenomenon. It was Mr. Bush. It seems
likely that the Perot supporters were people who, 12 or
14 months ago, were contributing to Mr. Bush’s strato-
spheric approval ratings. When the economy remained
persistently troubled and when a president they had
come to admire for his decisiveness in the Gulf war
suddenly had very little to say, they turned away from
him. With Mr. Perot out, their disenchantment with Mr.
Bush landed them on Mr. Clinton’s bandwagon.

Iraq — on the merits

he line from people who wish the Bush admin-
1stration il over the weekend was that the
United _,Statgs is seeking to “provoke” a con-
1§ rontation with Iraq that will serve asa pretext
for U.S. rrp!ltary action, which in turn will benefit Mr.
Bus_h politically. This is meretricous nonsense on a
varety of levels.
In the first place, it is Saddam Hussein whose con-
ct has been provocative. He has made it clear that
he has no intention of voluntarily complying with the
terms that got him a cease-fire in the Persian Gulf war,
Hehas repeatedly placed roadblocks in the way of UN.
inspectors seeking information on Iraq’s programs for
the acquisition of weapons of mass destruction. It is
clear that those programs are ongoing and that as soon
as Saddam can get away with it, they will be pursued
with vigor. His behavior in keeping inspectors out of
his .Agncu]ture_ Ministry — whose concerns are not
limited to farming — and in encouraging angry mobs
to convene and menace them was outrageous. It was
also of a piece with a strategy that holds that the West
will eventually tire of this game of cat and mouse and
leave him alone,

It stands to reason that Mr. Bush can get these
people back. The American electorate is, generally
speaking, conservative. If Mr. Bush has alienated peo-
ple, it is because he has been too accommodating with
the Democrats who control Congress, to the detriment
of the economy and of the conservative view on such
matters as affirmative action, It hardly follows that

_voters who have been turned off in this fashion will
" proceed to embrace a more liberal candidate than the

one who has turned them ofT.

Mr. Clinton has made an appeal to the center: It is
likely to be successful only if voters see little dif-
ference between a second Bush administration and a
Clinton administration. Paradoxically, the more Mr.
Clinton resembles Mr. Bush, the better Mr. Clinton's
chances. Voters do not want liberal Democrats in Con-
gress to have a field day building government bu-
reaucracy with money from voters' pockets. Mr. Clin-

" ton has to convince them that he won't let that happen

— that he will be at least as resistant to liberal excess
as Mr. Bush has been.

This, of course, is Mr. Bush’s opportunity. He needs
to demonstrate that Mr. Clinton is going to play no such
role — that far from being willing to stand up to his
liberal fellow Democrats, Mr. Clinton will be the
“change agent” for their agenda.

In essence, that is all Mr. Bush has to do. It would
be nice if he ran seeking a mandate for his second term
— and certainly he would find it easier to know what
to do in office if he did seek one — but the truth is he
may not have to.

_The Agriculture Ministry episode amply justified a
military response from the United States. David Kay,
who had been the chief UN. inspector held hostage in
the par] ing lot, noted upon his departure from Irag
that cutting the highway from Amman, Jordan, to
Baghdad and shutting down Irag’s electrical power
grid would be_htghly efficacious in enforcing compli-
ance. The United States hesitated long enough, per-
haps as a result of being unprepared militarily, to give
Saddam an opportunity to avoid an attack, He took it,
allowing inspectors into the ministry but attaching
unacceptable conditions,

That must not happen again, and it seems as if the
Bush administration understands this. The heightened
r;nh'tary presence ln the Gulf speaks of the administra-
Hon’s apparent willingness to deal with the problem of
Saddqm's defiance decisively, That is commendable,

It is also not without risk. Those who assume that
military action s automatically politically beneficial
are deludlr_lg themselves. Fortunately, that assumption -
seems mainly to be shared by the president’s oppo-
nents. There 15 every indication that the administration
1s merely dealing with Iraq on the merits,
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Bush

assails
report

Vows politics,
Iraq are separate

By Bill Gertz

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Anangry President Bush said yes-
terday the political election season
would not deter him from ordering
military action to force Iraq's com-
pliance with United Nations res-
olutions: requiring Baghdad to de-
stroy its unconventional weapons
and missiles.

But, he said, any decisions todo so
would not be based on politics.

“There will be no politics, and I
will do what is right for the United
States and, in this case, for the rest
of the world,” Mr. Bush said during
a White House news conference.

The president made the remarks
in response 1 a news report yester-
day saying U.S. military action
against Iraq was timed to help Mr.
Bush's re-election bid by coinciding
with the opening today of the Repub-
lican convention in Houston.

“I totally deny that,” Mr Bush
said, calling the report "ugly and
uncalled for”

Mr. Bush said the United States is
determined to see that Iraq complies
with U.N. resolutions requiring .the
destruction of nuclear, chemical and
biological weapons and ballistic mis-
siles.

see REPORT, page A8
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“From now on some willaccuseus
of political opportunism for every
move that I make,” Mr. Bush said.
“That'’s unfortunate, but it's not go-
ing to deter me from doing what is
right regardless of the political fall-
out.

“1 have responsibilities as pres-
ident and responsibilities as com-
mander in chief, and I will go
through with those responsibilities
regardless of the politics,” Mr. Bush
said.

The president was reacting to a
report in Sunday’s editions of The
New York Times that U.S. military
forces were set to strike Iraqi tar-
gets this morning in raids timed to
the GOP convention.

“I totally deny that we're trying to
pick a fight, and I totally deny that
I'm trying to pick a fight for political
reasons,” Mr. Bush said.

Defense Secretary Dick Cheney
went further than the president in
denouncing the Times report. He
dismissed as “fallacious” its state-
ment that U.S forces planned to at-
tack Iraq in raids timed to bolster
Mr. Bush’s standing during the Re-
publican convention.

“There's been at least one irre-
sponsible story that I've seen this
morning suggesting that somehow
we were planning a confrontation
that was being timed to coincide
with the opening of the Republican
convention in Houston,” Mr. Cheney
told reporters upon arriving at An-
drews Air Force Base from a trip to
Washington state.

“That’s a totally fallacious notion,”
he said.

Mr. Cheney repeated earlier ad-
ministration policy, saying that the
United States was ready and willing
to use force to ensure Iragi compli-
ance “if called upon to do so.”

“We have said over and over and
over again that Saddam must com-
ply with those U.N. Security Council
resolutions and that if he doesnt
comply, we're maintaining the ca-

- pacity to insist on his compliance, to

compel him to comply” he said.

Mr. Cheney described the Times
report as “totally irresponsible” and
"deeply offensive.” He said it was

“one of the worst pieces of reporting
I've seen in a long time”*

The front-page report, quoting
unidentified U.S. officials, said mili-
tary planners had decided to hit Iraq
as part of a calculated effort o “pro-
voke a confrontation” over Bagh-
dad’s refusal to cooperate with TN.
inspections.

Without elaborating, Mr. Bush de-
scribed some reports about military
plannmg presumably those indicat-
ing that U.S. forces have targeted
Iraqi government buildings, as “a
clear breach of security”

The heightened rhetoric appears

to be part of ongoing efforts to force
Irag to comply with U.N. weapons
destruction. The statements also ap-
pear designed to prepare U.S. and
international public opinion for new
military attacks.

The United Nations approved a
resolution last week permitting milj-
tary action to force Iragi compliance
with earlier resolutions calling for
Iraq todismantleits special weapons

" and missiles.

Mr. Bush said he has “total con-
fidence” in Rolf Ekeus, senior UN.
official in charge of carrying out the
inspections. “What he plans to do
next is his business,” he said. “And
that is not something that's done by
the United States.”

Emphasizing an election cam-
paign theme about his experience as
president Mr. Bush said any de-
cision to use military force would not
be made lightly.

“I've been there myself. I know
what it's like,” said Mr. Bush, a for-
mer World War II combat pilot. “And
I don't commit somebody else's son
or daughter to battle or to any kind
of combat unless it is the right thing
to do regardless of politics.”

Mr: Cheney also confirmed that a
top U.S. Air Force official had been
sent to the Persian Gulf region last
week to bolster military ties with
countries in the area and to observe
U.S. forces in the Middle East.

The Pentagon yesterday said Air
ForceLt. Gen. Michael Nelson, com-
mander of the US Central Com-
mand’s Air Force component, and
about 30 staff officials left for the
Persian Gulf on Thursday.

A UN. inspection team in Iraq is
set to resume its search today for
Iragi weapons of mass destruction,
which are required to be destroyed
under U.N. resolutions.

Administration officials said pri-
vately vesterday that Iraq would be
forced to abide by the U.N. res-
olutions and that military action re-
mains an option.

“What's going to happen is they
[UN. inspectors] will try to go in,and
if Saddam says no, we will respond,”
a senior administration official told
the Associated Press.

Among the action options are
shooting down Iraqj aircraft that at-
tempt to fly in defiance of UN. res-
olutions, cutting off the flow of oil
from Iraq to Jordan and disrupting
movements of oil within Iraq.

If those steps do not force Iraq to
go along with the U.N. inspections,
military targets in Iraq could then
be bombed with air raids or cruise
missile strikes.

“There are lots of military targets
left in Iraq. The place is nothing but
a military convenience store,” said
the official, speaking on condition of
anonymity.

Regarding the breach of security,
Mr. Bush said: “I don't like it, but I'm
unfortunately less shocked than I
used to be” about such leaks.
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Players
await
curtain
today

By Major Garrett

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

HOUSTON — For those search-
ing for omens, the city provided a
refreshing break from its usual heat
and humidity as GOP leaders and
foot soldiers arrived here to give
their president a boost for the com-
ing campaign.

The fall-like day made it feel that
- anything was possible — including
the rehabilitation of a president
whose broken tax pledge has an-
gered his right wing and whose pro-
life position has caused his moderate
flank to threaten a floor revoit.

Breaking with tradition, Presi-
dent Bush will arrive here today to
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begin mending fences and building
momentum for his acceptance
speech Thursday. That appearance,
everyone her¢ agrees, must equal or
surpass his convention address four
years ago in New Orleans.

“People like President Bush,” Sen-
ate Minority Leader Bob Dole said.
“It’'s not animosity, it's just they feel
— they need to know for certain that
he’s got a plan for the future. If he
does that... then I think it's going to
turn around very quickly”

see HOUSTON, page A8
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platform said the language refers to
improving fences and gates that
have fallen into disrepair. But the
conservative challenger’s staff said
it means building wails in high traf-
fic areas in California, Arizona and-
Texas to repel illegal border cross-
ings. A Bush-Quayle official last
week said that was “hooey™”

The dispute has kept Mr Bu-
chanan, who is weil positioned to vie
for the nomination in 1996, in the
spotlight and caused the president’s
campaign no small measure of em-
barrassment.

A strong vote of confidence from
Mr. Buchanan, a skilled orator with
a feel for the television camera,
could energize his followers behind
the president. But a speech that calls
more attention to himself than Mn
Bush could reinforce the image of a

party divided.

The third key event is tonight's
prime-time appearance of Ronald
Reagan. His speech is being billed as
an explanation of how Republican
leadership won the Cold War, but
there is a vague sense of unease
about the event,

Some Republicans fear the for-
mer president might look old to mil-
lions of Americans who have not
seen him since his triumphant de-
parture from Washington in 1989.
They wonder if voters might associ-
ate the GOP as the party of old ideas
— in contrast with Democratic
nominee Bill Clinton’s emphasis on
youth and change.

But if Mr. Reagan makes another
stellar prime-time performance, the
stock and trade of his political ca-

reer, Republicans would have cause |-

to bask in the Cold War victory and
find renewed faith in Mr. Bush.
Mr. Bush got an early start yester-

day on his convention politicking by |

placing a telephone call to dozens of
volunteers assembled on the conven-
tion floor.

“Now we're going to get our
chance to share with the American
people our program for the future,
We've got a good program,” Mr. Bush

said, his voice booming from the

overhead loudspeakers. “The people
do not know that”

Republican National Committee |}

Chairman Rich Bond, meanwhile,
told Republicans at the Astrodome
that the president will “talk about
where he wants to lead this country
for the next four years.”
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Along the way, legions of cam-
paign officials, party chiefs, law-
makers and delegates will read from
a carefully crafted script emphasiz-
ing, in order, foreign policy, domes-
tic policy, family values and pres-
idential leadership.

All this will transpire inside the
Astrodome, where technicians fin-
ished sound checks and inspected
sight lines, hoisted balioons and
walked the ruby red convention
floor one last time before the made-

.. for-television coronation begins this

morning.
Three events today, none com-

*"pletely under the Bush-Quayle cam-

‘paign’s control, could determine the
_success of the entire convention.
The first will occur this morning
when pro-choice Republicans try to
muster support to press for a minor-

. ity plank containing language sup-

porting a woman's legal right to

.. abortion.

They need written requests from

. amajority of six state delegations to

seek a suspension of the rules, the
first step to allowing for a minority

“plank. The pro-choice Republicans

. would need support from two-thirds

of all 2,210 delegates to suspend the
rules and include a minority plank.

Bush-Quayle officials predicted a
floor fight would not occur.

..~ But Mary Dent Crisp, leader of

the National Republican Coalition
for Choice, sounded hopeful Iate yes-
terday at a pro-choice rally at the
Adams Mark Hotel.

“We have a pretty good shot at

. pulling six delegations together,” she
* said. “But who knows what could

happen””

Eight states were thought to be
debating a floor protest: Con-
necticut, Delaware, Hawali, Massa-

_ chusetts, New York, Maine, Vermont
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and Rhode Island. But a member of
the New York delegation said sen-
timent was strongly against such a
move.

Rep. Sherwood L. Boehlert, New
York Republican, said his delegation
was so opposed to a floor fight that
it refused to take a vote. He pre-
dicted other states would be simni-
larly uncomfortable bucking the
party leadership.

“We decided not to ask for a vote
because we saw the writing on the
wall” Mr. Boehlert said.

The second key event will be Pat
Buchanan's speech endorsing the
president. Bush-Quayle officials ex-
pect Mr Buchapan’s full-throated
support, but tensions remain be-
tween the staffs of the two camps,

Mr. Buchanan's forces added lan-
guage to the platform calling fornew
“structures” along the Mexican bor-
der. Bush-Quayle officials and the -
party leaders who presided over the
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Staff ordered

to rally Right

President spurs team effort

By Paul Bedard

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

HOUSTON — President Bush,
surprised at Democrat Bill Clinton's
lead in public-opinion polls on the
eve of today's Republican conven-
tion, ordered his troops to “general
quarters” yesterday, telling aides to
pay special aftention to angry con-
servatives.

“Let's redouble the effort for the
week ahead, and together we are go-
ing to close the gap with cur fall cam-
paign,” Mr. Bush said on a telephone
hookup to some 1,000 staffers and
reporters at the base of the conven-
tion hall podium.

‘Today’s goal for the Bush-Quayle
teamis to bring discontented conser-
vatives into the fold. Vice President
Dan Quayle plans to woo some 2,000
supporters of evangelist Pat Robert-
son, and former President Ronald

Reagan is to kick off the convention
tonight with a stirring call to arms
for his former vice president.
Mr. Bush's hopeful comments on
re-election came as new national
and Texas polls found the Republi-
can ticket far behind Mr. Clinton and
his running mate, Sen. Al Gore of
Tennessee. Polls showed Mr. Bush 17
pointsbehind Mr: Clinton in the pres-
ident’s adopted state of Texas, and
other surveys said 60 percent of the
nation has no idea what Mr. Bush
wants to do in a second term.
Speaking on ABC's “This Week,"
Mr. Bush said, “I'm surprised it's
that high ... but I've got to get —
make it clear the differences be-
tween me and the opponent.”
Sounding confident, Mr. Bush
said, “Now I'm going to general
quarters, and I'm going to link the

see BUSH, page A8
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sorry record of this Congress, par-
ticularly those that control it, right
to my oppenent”

Senior administration officials for
weeks have urged Mr. Bush to use his
nomination-acceptance speech to
spell out his agenda for a second
term and to show he wants, to win.

“He hasn't shown a pulse. This
speech should jolt his supporters
up,” a senior Bush adviser said.

“The enemy's at hand, and you
better be ready, and you better be
prepared to fight. ... It means I've
got to get out there and make sure
they do know what my heartbeat is

: Mr. Bush said in the ABC interview,

Meanwhile, Mr: Bush, who arrives
here tonight, sent his surrogates to

- shore up conservative support and

to shoot down two news stories that
threaten to overshadow the conven-
tion.

Defense Secretary Dick Cheney

- strongly denied a New York Times

report that the United States was
planning to attack Iraq today to help
Mr. Bush win re-election. And sev-
eral senior officials, including
James A. Baker III, the new White
House chief of staff, called report-
ers to deny stories that Mr. Bush was
urging Mr. Quayle to quit the ticket.
Mr: Quayleis slated to play a high-
profile role here to energize conser-
vatives, many of whom voted for col-
umnist Pat Buchanan or backed the
phantom candidacy of Ross Perot.

“Getting the conservative vote is

very important to us now and in
1996 an associate of Mr. Quayle
said. “That’s his role”

But recruiting the conservative
block won't be easy, several GOP of-
ficials said. “We lost the tax issue,

I and that was what cemented their

support last time,” a senior adminis-
tration official said on condition of
anonymity.

Bush-Quayle campaign officials
said they would highlight issues im-
portant to conservatives, including
family values, legal and economic
reform, and limits on government
growth.

Mr. Quayle will address the Rob-
ertson group on “God and Country”

Mr. Bush and Mr. Quayle plan to
attend a Wednesday prayer-break-
fast meeting and hold private meet-
ings with several conservative
groups and leaders.

In recent interviews, former New
Jersey Gov. Thomas Kean, former
Bush administration official Wil
liam Bennett and Housing and Ur-
ban Development Secretary Jack
Kemp have said that winning the
strong support of conservatives is
critical to Mr. Bush's re-election.

Burton Yale Pines, a prominent
conservative, said that while the Re-
publican right would probably vote
for Mr. Bush, the president has
“eroded” the conservative move-
ment for the past 3% years.

L. Brent Bozell, a conservative :

media critic, said that while “we
hopt ne wins, there’s not much more
we can do for him”

The key issue for conservatives
here may be the first family’s waf-
fling on the. abortion issue, which
Mr. Bush sought to set straight yes-
terday. The president said he would
rule out any moderating changes to
the anti-abortion plank in the plat-
form.

“I don’t care what the polls show.
FIve got to do what I think is right)”
Mr. Bush said.

Mr. Quayle will deliver a similar
message to Mr. Robertson’s group.

Mr. Buchanan will give a prime-

time speech tonight, and he is ex-
pected to back Mr. Bush.
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GOP not giving up
on California just yet

By J. Jennings Moss

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

SAN JOSE, Calif. — In 1960, the
presidential election pitted a new
and polished Democrat, John F Ken-
nedy, against then-Vice President
Richard Nixon, a well-known Repub-
lican who was struggling with a bat-
tered reputation.

California went for the. Republi-
can, with a razor-thin margin of less
than half a percentage point — al-
though Mr. Kennedy went on to win
the White House.

GOP forces in the nation’s mega-
state hope the California scenario —
which has seen a Republican pres-

idential victory every time but once .

since 1960 — will prevail in Novem-
ber to help President Bush win re-
election to a second term.

But the odds are working against
the GOP. The Bush-Quayle ticker is
down by as much as 34 points in the
polls, residents are disgusted with a
Republican governor in budget grid-
lock for more than a month, and the
economy i§ faltering.

“Voters are unhappy. . .. Clinton’s.
lead is based in large part on not
liking any of the above,” said Califor-
nia political pundit Joe Scott. For Mr.
Bush to have a chance here against

the Democratic governor from Ar- -

kansas, Mr. Scott said, he must give
the speech of his life in Houston, one
that focuses on specific proposals.

“Calling Clinton a tax-and-spend
liberal is not going to be an issue in
California. ... I don't think the cli-

“Voters are unhappy.
- « . ClintonX lead is

- based in large part on

not liking any of the
ve.”

ches of the *80s are going to work,
he said..

‘Several national political consul-

tants believe Democrats must cap-
ture California to win. Republicans
can still win in Novemberif they lose
the state as long as they continue to
dominate in the Rust Belt and in the
South, they said.

The GOF, however, is not ready to
write off California and its stable of
54 electoral votes — the largest in
the country. Republican National
Committee Chairman Rich Bond
told reporters Saturday in Houston,
where the GOP is holding its convén-
tion this week, that California was
still in the mix, but he left open a
possibility that the Bush-Quayle
campaign miglit turn its full atten-
tion elsewhere.

At least for now, the state’s run-
ways have had their share of cam-
paign planes. Mr Bush and Vice
President Dan Quayle on one side,
Mr. Clintoni and Tennessee Sen. Al
Gore on the other, have made at least
one campaign swing each through
the state since mid-July More are
scheduled.

Democrats say Mr. Bush is. vul-
nerable here and point to a ’52-t048-
percent win over 1988 nominee Mi-
chael Dukakis. Democratic officials
said their strategy in the state means
frequent. visits by both candidates,
possibly a train trip through the
state and'aggressive fund raising.

“We're spending it smarter We
have a plan on paper. There's a better
gut feeling about this one and that
translates into a higher number of
contributions,” said state Demo:
cratic Finance Director Peter Taylor

Republicans see the battle for the
state taking place throughout the
“backbone” of inland California, not
around the big cities. “In '76, we
were 33 to 35 points down and we
carried the state,” said state party
Executive Director Lorelei Kinder.
“We've always been a come-from.
behind state. As a matter of fact, I
think I -enjoy Democratic euphoria
more than Republican euphoria™

Asked if the impasse over the
state budget -could damage Mr
Bush, Ms. Kinder acknowledged
that the crisis had fostered an anti-
incumbent mood. But, she said, the
debate would stay on the state level
and not damage the president.

Rep. Tom Campbell, a liberal Re-
publican who lost a bid for a GOP
nomination for a U.S. Senate seat,
told reporters yesterday that Mr
Bush must focus on the economy.
The biggest points here for the pres-
ident, he said, would be to reverse
unemployment and to help the
state’s large defense industry by
moderating defense cutbacks.
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Tour bashes Bush’s

By Elisabeth Hickey

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

HOUSTON— Ona quiet street a
few miles from the Astrodome sitsa
small grassy plot of land, shoe-
horned between two elegant homes
and graced by seven trees. The lot,
the size of two tennis courts, looks
like a small back yard,

But 9 West Qak Lane South is not
as innocuous as it seems.

The unimproved West Houston
lot, valued at about $80,000, is owned
by George Bush, who signed an affi-
davit in April 1985 protuising to
build his retirement home on the
land. Texas allows the Bushes to call
the state home as long as they prom-
ise to settle there eventually,

The idea that the president would
build a retirement home on this tiny
patch of land, with no room for a
horseshoe pit and no lawn for the
grandchildren, drew ridicule yester-
day from some.

“I think he could fit a trailer on it,
maybe a large Winnebago," Lucy
MeCoy said, surveying the plot as
she took reporters on a Bush-
whacking tour of Houston,

“Maybe this is going 10 be Millie’s
home," said Jim Hightower, the flam-
boyant Democratic former Texasag-
riculture commissioner and guest
host of the tour for Mrs. McCoy's
Independent Committee on Ethics, a
J-week-old political action commit-
tee.

Mrs. McCoy pleaded ignorance
about the political affiliations of oth-

ers in her group and declined to say
whether she is a Democrat.

It's no secret that this patch of
land allows the president to call him-
self a Texan and vote in the state,
although his legal residence is a ho-
tel suite a few miles away. Mr. Bush
spends most of his time away from
the White House at the family home
in Kennebunkport, Maine.

The Republican convention ard
the 40,000 visitors it has attracted to
Houston have put the spotlight on
the long-debated question of wheth-
er Mr. Bush has manipulated his res-
idency to cut his tax bill,

By declaring residency in Texas,
which has no state income tax, M.
Bush has aveided paying $244,000 in
Maine taxes, according to the Maine
People's Alliance, a tax-fairness
group that has been hounding the
president on the issue since Febru-
ary.

Mr. Bush's arrangement is legal,
but some question the propriety of a
wealthy president paying less than 1
percent of his gross incone in taxes,
as Money magazine reported, when
most Americans pay about 10 per-
cent.

First stop on the McCoy tour was -

the Houstonian Hotel and Confer-
ence Center in the city's Tanglewood
section. A group of protesters stood
at the entrance to the secluded hotel,
which recently Filed for bankruptcy,
holding 36-foot banners — slightly
longer than the f rontage of Mr
Bush’s property — that read, "Read
Our Lips, Pay Your Taxes”

Reporters used to check into Suite
271, where Mr. Bush “lives,” and
write snide articles about the expe-
rience. In 1988, 200 local Democrats
rented the rooms and served bolg-
gna sandwiches to mock the pres-
ident’s ‘Texas residency. Now, a board
of directors must approve the rental

of the suite toanyone but the Bushes,

The president only pays for the
days he staysin the hotel, and he gets
a special rate of $264 g day. The reg-
ular rate is $800.

When the president isin town, the
hotel staff unpacks a box of Bush
family photos to give the three-room

little plot on the pfairie

suite protected by bulletproof glass
a homey feel. ! :

A waiter in the Qak Room, where
the president goes to get his dish of
pasta, said the president’s favorite

dessert is frozen vanilla yogurt with.

M&Ms. He said Mr, Bush's tipping is
“not good.” .
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- Come November, ™

Less than two yeats after victory
in the Persian Guif War sent his
popularity searing. President Bush
returns o his adopted home town of
Houston this week as one of the
mest unpepular incumbent presi-
dents to seek reslection in the past
five decades.

Public atiitudes toward every
chief executive sioce Franilin D
Roosevelt, as measured by Gaip
poll-takers, suggest Bush fates the
greatest challenge of any medern-
cra president intent en keeping b=

»b. .
An analysis of Wachington Post-
ABC News and Gallup Poll daia

" shows Bush with:

w The grealest sostained drop iz

. popafarity. Bush’s approval rating

has fallen 57 peints in Washington
Post-ABC News polls since the con-
chasion of the guff was, when he
stood a5 the most popu'ar presiden’
in the post-Werid War 1 .
Osly Harry S. Truman's fali
ratings has came o8 clase, T
saw his populasity plunge 55 peins
tn Gallup polls during 2 15-month
period immediately after World
War II, but he was able to recover
to win reelection two years later.
= The bighest job disapproval rat-
Ing of azy ieumbent president
seeking reelection. As measured by
perceptions of job performance.
Bush is about as uapoplar with the
American people 3s Richard M.
Nixon was during the warst days o
Watergate.
The secoed lowest job zpareval
rating of aoy president al & simiar
point iz bis presideccy. Qnly Jimnxy
Carter's public standing in August
1980 was lower—and by 2 single
and statistically insignificant pez-
centdge point. In fact, since Wortd
War 1 only two presidents in addi-
tion to Carter have had lower ap-
proval ratings 3t any time i their
administrations—Nixen  with 23
percent and Truman with 23 pet-
cent—but none less than 11 weeks
away from an election.
» The second lowest average elte-
tiop-year spproval ralizg. So far
this year, Bush's Gallup approval
Syatiig:has averaged 40 percedl,
lowest of any president since Tru-
man during 3 exnparatle perind n
an 2drainisiration. The agproval
ratings of the last two incumbents
to Yose Teslection bids—Gerak R.
Ford and Carter—averaged 47 per-
cent and 41 percent, respectivaly,
during the first eight months of
their final years in office.

In 1948, the year Truman won
election, ks job approval rating of
39 percent was alightly kewer than
Bush's current mark. But that tec-
ord mst he matked with an aste-
isk. Galtap measured Truman's an-
proval rating only twice in 1945,
once in April and again the [oHaw-
ing month. In recent y2ass, Gallep
has asked the presidential approval
question about 20 times anoually.

Bush also comes to Houston on
the wrong side of other survey
pumbers. Polls last week pegged

tic pominee Bl Clinten’s
tead over Bush at between 37 and
26 percentage poiats. Since World
War II, only one incumbent has
found himself trailing at this peint i
the campaign. That was Fard who
Tagged 22 points behind Carter be-
fors the GOP coavexiicn in August

. 18735,

Caox'isa o Conciusisns

Public apinicn rese
caution in drawing ¢c:
historical comparizons of pe
data, Shight differences in the way
different polling organizations con-
duct surveys may produce different
results on similarly worded ques-
tions. although these differences
usually are small.

Experis stress that cie ilso
showid be used wher comparing
Gallup polling resuits aver tme.

*Until the mid-1980s, the GaltapPoll !

was based exclusively on rpesson
interviews, Now these suryeys are
condgered by teleghone, 3 change
that appears to produce slight dif-
{erences in the vestlts obtained on
even some identically worded ques-

Lions,

Gtil, Gallup has found that »o
president with an average elaction-
year approval rating of Jess than 50
percent has beea reelecsed. At the
Least, history suggests that an ap-
proval rating of less than 55 per-
een: cften pressges a ciose election.

Gailap re=garchess shko say fo
presidant's shace of ke populat
vote pas exc2e .5 average elec-
tion-year appraval rAUNZ by more
than 5 percentage points.

For Bush, that could be bad
pews. He can expect his approval
rating to bounce up during and 2fter
the Republican convertion. But if
his post-caan 2ntion bounce is a bust
and his approval rating contioues o
wallow in the low 30s, what political
scientists and other experts oW
predict will be 2 close election may

not be.

For Bush, there i 2 potential
bright spot—call i a point of
light—in these untemittingly drea-
ry numbers. Ford, who tralfed Car-
ter in August by 22 percentzge
points, CAMe coaring back to-make
tp 20 of those points by Election
Cay, suggesting tat Clinton's lead
s not insurmountable.

I Bush does close the g2p and
win, he likely would supplant Tru-
man in the bistory hooks as the big-
gest “Comeback Kid® in American
presidential politics. And should he
triumph, he will have beaten the
odds in a number of ways, Gallup
data suggest.

Bush Slump Unprecedented

Still, many experts agree that the
aumbers correctly suggest ush’'s
problems are cubstantive and large-
Wy unprecedesied.

] think by any standard Bush's
approval ratings a1& Tow, and a few
points of adjustment either way
would not make a real di!fer:nge.'
said Larry Hugick, managing editor +

Post-ABC News poll said they ap-
proved of the ioh that Bush was do-
ing as president. By contrast, 18
months agoe, his approval tating
stood at 90 percent following the
Persizn Gulf War, the highest rec-
orded Jor any president in the post=
World War } period:

Bush operatives will have to Joak
back more than four decades to find
a president who gvercame such low
approval numbers.

In June 1943, Truman's approval
rating stood 2t 2 Jismal 39 percent
and he trailed Republican challeng-
et Thomas E. Dewey, the result of .
lingering economic dislocation that
followed World War 1l ard the chill
of the Cold War. N five
months later, Truman capped one
of the greatest political resurrec
tions T history by narrowly defeat-
iing Dewey. )

1o contrast with that historical
tip, Dagnt D Eisechower's ap-
proval Tatiag was 2 robust 67 per-

m one of the biggest Etection Day
wipeouts this side of Surf City.

Even in August 1968, after John-
son anrounced ke would not seek
textsction, the Texas Democrat's

residential approval rating stood at

23 percent, In the spring of 1968,
when Johnson concluded that Yiet-
ram had destroyed his chances for
winning a second term, his approval
rating was about 10 percentage
points higher than Bush’s current
standing.

In June 1972, Nixons approval
rating in June stood at 57 percent:
age points, and he trounced George
& McGovern by 18 millien votes,
the largest vote advantage Iec
orded in a2 U.S. presidential elec-
tion. Ford's approval fating in June
1976 was 45 percent—more than
10 points higher thon Bush's cur-
rent rating—and Carter narrowly
won in November.

Bush’s curcent plight in the poils
most closely resembles that faced
by incumbent Carter in 1930, Car-
Ler's job-approval rating in August
of that year stood at 32 percent,

virtually identical to Bush's current -

33 percent standing.

That election was feught against
an economy in decline; this year,
the economy is growing, albeit atan
unexpectedly sloggish pace. But in
other ways, the cconomic picture
this year is a repeat of 1980, One
simifarity that is turning Republican
hands clammy is that real dispos-
atle personal income, 2 key meas
ure of economic performance, has
grown by about 1.6 percent in the

ear that ended in June—the same
rate as in 1980.

In contrast, Remald Reagan and
Bush won reelection four years Lat-
er amid a booming economy, which
kept Reagan's approval rating at 4
percent in August 1984,

The fip side of Bush's approval
rating tells an even grimmer story.
Bush’s current disapproval rating is
the highest of any incumbent pres-
ident seeking reclection at a com-
parable point in his presidency.

In fact, Bush's disapproval rating
of 64 percent is among the high-
est—id not the highest—of any
modern president. It is higher than
Truman's worst showing (62 per-
cent in January 1952) ot Johnson's
(52 percent in August 1968) or Car-
tar's (59 percent in June 1980).

Remarkably, Bush's current job
disapproval rating of 64 percent
also is statistically indistinguishable
from Nixon's highest disapproval
rating of 66 perceat in August 1974
following his resignation.

Truman, Ford and Bush

Moreover, Bush the candidate is
faring as badly with the American
people as Bush the president, Gal-
Jup data suggest.

With the exception of Truman
and Ford, every incumbent who has
sought reelection has headed into
the genera] election campaign 62~
son with a healthy Jead. In August
1956, Eisenhower enjoyed an 11-
point lead over Stevensen, Johnson
held a whopping 36-point lead in
August 1964 on his way to his land-
slide win over Goldwater, the big-
gest August advantage one major
party nominee has enjoyed recent-

¥ ‘
In early August 1972, Nixen held

Pent in August 1956, 2nd he won l a 26-point Jead over McGovern, and

easily in November over Adlai

Srevenson, Gallep pegged Lyndon
B. Johnson's approval rating at 74
percent in June 1964, and Johnson
weqt on to thrash Barry Goldwater

that advantage swelled to 34 points
fgilowing the Republican coaven-

tion.

Carter held a 22-point lead over
incumbent Ford in early August
1976. That fell to 13 points after
the Republican convention. By Elec-

. tion Day, Ford neatly caught Carter

ill Bush Defy Historys

at the wire, and the 20 points he
made up tepresents the largest
swing in suppart between the con-
ventien period and the election,
Gallup's Hugick said,

1n early August 1980, Reaéan led

Carter by 16 points. Four years
© iater, Reagan held an 11-point lead
over Walter F, Mendaleina Gallup
survey. And just four years ago,
Michael S. Dukakds, who had led

Bush by as much a3 13 points in
Washington Post-ABC News palis
immediately after the Demeocratic
convention, held a mere 3-point ad-
vantage over Bush as the Repub-
Jicans began their cenveation 1

New Orleaas.

Despite the porlent of such sta-
tistical trends, many experts won-
der if this might be the election L
proves the exception o PIst pat-

terns of approval ratings as prée-
dictors of vating behavior, Certain-
ly, Bush's fall from public grace
scems to defy conventional wisdom
of barely a year ago.

*His fsll is almost as stunning,”
Hugick said, “as the analysis we
would have done a year g0 saying
that Pash was the most popular
presigent  since Eisenhower <F
Nixzn.”
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bold Plan
By Bush

Discounted

Aides Seek to Dampen
Expectations for Major
Economic Initiative

By Dan Balz and Ann Devroy
Washinton Post Sl Writery

HOUSTON, Aug. 16—Senior
advisers to President Bush today
sought to dampen expectations that
the president would unveil a dra-
matic new economic program as
part of his acceptance speech
Thursday night, a move that has
been urged on him by Republicans
concerned about his reelection
prospects.

On the eve of Bush's arrival here
for the opening of the Republican
National Convention, there was a
flurry of speculation about how far
the president would go in present-
ing a beld tax or spending cut pro-
posal to spur his lagging campaign.
Among the ideas debated by Bush
aides has been a reduction in in-

come tax rates paired with a new -

value-added tax.
Bush comes to Houston this week

badly trailing Democratic pominee_'
Bill Clinton in the polls, and Repub-

licans said today he needs a sub-

stantial boost from the convention .
to put himself back within striking ;

distance in the fall campaign.
In a phone call from the White |

House to the convention fioor in the |
Astrodome, Bush sought to rally his :

troops, pledging that when the con-
vention is concluded, the American
voters will know “we’ve got a good
program” for ecanomic growth.
“We're going to talk about our
approach, which encourages eco-
nomic opportunity for all Americans
through policies. that feduce the
burden of government. on our peo-
ple and on their pocketbooks,” he

“I pick up the torch tomorrow,”

before the convention is gaveled to
an opening.

Because of the sluggish economy
that has sapped public confidence in

il

'years ago in New Orleans. In plan-
ning the convention, party officals
have scheduled a four-day smorgas-
Ndofm@gtdmm-
trast Bush and Clinton, round up
straying Republicans and give vot-
m,mpﬂmdwﬁat&ub
would do in 2 second term.
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Central to that picture js what
Bush will do to stimulate the econ- __
omy. The discussion about a new
econgmic proposal was triggered in
part by an interview with the pres-
ident in Time magazrine, in which
Bush suggested he would have new
economic Pl soon, and re-
flected the economic
debate that has been raging inside
the party the past four years.

“There's not going to be anything
ke that in the speech,”® a senior
campaign official s2id today when
asked about several far-reaching
initistives that have been under dis-
cussfon. “This is an acceptance
speech, pot a State of the Union
speech. It's going to have some pol-
icy direction to it and it will certain-
ly sharpen the differences.”

“T don"t think we need a big eco-
nomic package now,” ancther senior

" official said, “Tt would Jook like pan-

ol
While playing down specific pro-
3 thieial i

carpaign

Bush's speech would be a Sery, the-
matic kick-off to the general elec-
tion campaign, They said be would
nsethespeeclnohiglﬁghthisal:cn-
cesses in foreign policy, contrast his ©
Philosophy with the Democrats and
fire up the party faithful with rhet-
oric ral

Chairman Richard N, Bond pointed
to last week's speech by incoming
White House chief of staff James A.
Baker Il a5 the outlioe for the pres- :
ident's campaign message.

“1 thought Jim Baker's speech
was remariable,” he told reporters,
“That same distillation of message
...InsgottobemadebyGeorge'
Bush starting [Thursday] and re- !
peated as often as posaible” :

The speculation about whether
Bash would propase something dra-
matic on Thursday reflected the
nervousness within the party and
disagreement about what it will
take to win the election in Novem-

Republican sources said Bush and
his advisers have been discussing a
variety of proposals in recent days,
either for inclusion in the accep-
tance speech or sometime later in
the campaign.

One proposal discussed recently
calis for 3 3-percentagepoint re-
duction 0 personal income tax
rates. It would be eoupled with a
value-added tax-—3 kind of national
safes tax, which would include ex-
emptions for lower-income peo-
.ple—to offset the funds Jost by the
income tax cut. ’

That bt;ﬂmes on the heal:h:; %';-
posals by Housing and
velopment Se;ewgmry Jack Kemp .
and otber coniservatives for a series -
of tax cots, including reductions in .

‘income tax rates r:lnd immediate
indexing of the capital gains tax, -

Kemp's proposal would add sub-;
stantially to the deficit, and Bush
has told his aides he does not want .
to do anything that would increase
the deficit or harm the economy.

Senate Minarity Leader Robert J., .
Dole (R-Kan), appearing today on
NBC's "Meet the Press,” said, *The |
president needs to make some dra-:
matic statements, propose some !
dramabic programs.” But be criti-
cized the proposal by Kemp, with
whom be bas long feuded on eco~ . ...

—  nomica. Cutting taxes without ofi- ==

i ding reductions, he
mg&m be “bad medicine® for
the economy. A .

Despite efforts by senior officials
to play down expectations for
Bush's speech, Treasury Secretary
Nichotas F. Brady, in whose depart-
meot the value-added tax proposal
originated, s2id, *1 am pot going to

shinyton

upstage anything the president
might say at the convention. ...
But he feels very strongly that the
American people are overtaxed,”

Another version of the same idea
would be a more dramatic restruc-
turing of the tax code designed to
encourage savings and investment
through new tax exemptions.

Emphasizing the [inkage that
Baker made between Bush’s foreign
policy successes and the domestic
scene will be a major objective of
the carefully scripted convention,

Speaking to his forces here to-
day, Bush borrowed a line from
Baker's speech when he said,
“We're not going to apologize for
the time that we've invested in
bringing peace to the world and,
indeed, in changing the world, en-
couraging freedom.”

Convention planners have buiit
the week around the theme “The
American Spirit,” and each night
will focus on a different aspect of
that theme.

“We face a challenge similar to
four years ago,” said Craig Fuller,
the conventicn manager. “We have
to define for peaple what George
Bush has accomplished, which is he
helped reshape the world ... and
he has to define where he wants to
lead the country the next four
years.”

Opening night Monday—swhich
includes speeches by former pres-

ident Ronald Reagan, Govs. Jim Ed-
gar of Llinois and Carroli A, Camp-
bell Jr. of South Carefina, U5,
Trade Representative Carla A. Hills
and former National Security Coug-
al .staffer Condoleerza Rice—is
"world’: night, and Republicans hope
to remind people that the dramatic
changes of the past four years did
not come by accident or without:
work and vision by the president.
.Tl.md.ay night, the Republicans
will showcase members of the pras-
ident’s Cabinet, along with several
mere governors, to make the case
lhar._ their party has a bold and dra-
matic series of domestic proposals
on edecation, welfare overhaul,
housing and other aress. By focus-
INg on action in the states, conven-
tion planners said, the GOP will

draw a coatrast between what Re-
publicans have been .able to do
where they have the power 1o im-
plement their ideas and what has
been done with a Democratic Con-
gress in Washington.

Tuesday night also will include
the keynote address by Sen. Phil
Gramm of Texas, which Bush cam-
paign officials are pointing to as a
particularly important speech that
is likely to offer a biting critique of
Clinton's economic plan.

Wednesday night, with First
Lady Barbara Bush as the star at-
traction, is “family night,” an oppor-
tunity for the Republicans to make

ertson and Gova. George Voinovich
of Ohio, John Asheroft of Missouri
and, by satellite, Pete Wilson of Cal
ifornia.

Thursday is Bush’s night, with

convention planners saying other - .- -

Pust

speakers will underseore the impor-
tance of the office of the presidency
and the person who occupies it.
Through these speeches, the Re-
publicans hope to remind pecple of
Bush's experience compared to
Clinten's inexperience, .

“1 think people are waiting to
take a real hard look at the two in-
dmdlfa%s, Fuller said.

¢ R R
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he Washington Post

the Middie East—broad, far-reaching goals
born of 2 belief that the war against Irag, and
thcenddttholdWar.hadshakcntbe
world's geopolitics to the core, creating a
majot opportunity.

But at hoine, Bush offered two remarkably
pedestrian goals. “Tonight, I call on Congress
to move forward aggressively on our domes-
tic front,” he said, asking for passage of trans-
portation legislation to rebuild some of the
nation's highways, roads and bridges, and on
his anti-crime package. .

“Jf our forces could win the ground war in
100 hours, then surely the Congress can pass
this legislation in 100 days,” Bush said.

Congress would eventually approve the

rtation bill, as it usually does because
the legislation dumps hundreds of wmillions of
dollars into Joca] transit projects. But Congress
and the White Houss; as they have since 1989,
are still arguing over the crime bill.

In the days that preceded the address,
Bush's advisers, from outside and within the
administration, lobbied heavily for a far-
zeaching domestic and economic program o
which the president could apply the commu-
nication, lobbying and one-minded determi-
pation he had applied to Desert Storm.

Sorme argued that Bush should reinvigorate:

=i!:ewarmdmga.ti:eim:.meher;il.etl coming
into office as his top domestic priority. Others
argued that the issue should be education!
reform. Bush had beld 20 education summit
eighlmmthszftertakhgnfﬁoe that led to
the states agresing to set goals in education
and be sporadically spoke of reforming the
gation’s education system.

Still others said Bush should launch the
Republican version of the war on poverty.
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develap-
ment Jack Kemp, one of the few administra-
tion officials at home in the nation's cities,
had been put in charge in mid-1990 of a task
force of the president’s demestic policy coun-
o that was examining a'set of conservative
anti-paverty proposals from welfare reform
to eaterprise zoneh .

And fnally, the president's friends in the
business community, some Republicans in
Congress and the aggressive conservatives in
his own administration were beginning to ar-
gue that the economy Wwas not, as the admin-
istration was calgulating, oo the road to 2
SLIONg FECOVELY.

At the time, the White House was figuring
that the combination of the-end of the war
and the much-maligned budget agreement of
the year before that saw Bush break his no-
nev-taxes pledge would move the economy
into a recovery. Bush was advised that he
should signal his commitment to that recov-
ery a5 kis top priority with'a stronger, more
audacious economic package.

In the midst of ail this conflicting advice,
Bush settled at first on the minimalist route
"of asking for passage of the transportation
and crime bills and waiting until 1992 to re-
enter the battle over economic pelicy.

Bush aides desceibe him in this period of

.MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 1992

being buffeted by advice on domestic issues
butoffeelingmsenncofu:gencyand mostly
Jeaving to then-White House Chief of Staff
John H. Sununu the tasks of sorting out how
he shoud proceed on domestic and economic
issues. A large domestic palicy staff, under
Roger Porter, and various activist Cabinet
members were cranking out possitie inilia-
tives and some Republicans in Congress were
papering the White House with suggestions.
But Sumny, Office of Management and Bud-
get Director Richard G. Darman and moat of
the president’s economic advisers believed
theeconomywauldbeinaso[id,ilnotim-
pressive, recovery by the summer of 1991
and &o, sticking to the Bush precept of “doing
no harm,” nothing bold was reeded. '

Ed Rogers,a LopaidetoSununu.dcsa’ihmin
anewbookmBuah.'Masd@ginPlacz.‘the
White House attitude. “Our talking points were
in order,” he said, “Bush was already a success-
ful president. ... In 1991, we were going to
have some successes, maybe a highway bill,
maybe a crime bill, maybe some noginess
through. Fine. We'll do a lot of foreign travel
We aiways get good press and good visuals
from that. We'll come back in December and do
domestic travel, tamp things down, and tide
everyone over, By then, they'll be writing that
we really came out of the recession in June, and
we'ﬂp&ckups:lhcsuwoﬂbel!nicnaddrm
{to open 1992)." .

By last fall, however, that rosy scanario was
abandoned. The recession had officially begun
in August, but the administration would not
acknowledge it for months. As unemployment
rose and consumers turned anxious, Bush’s Re-
publican allies in Congress, his big contributors
around the country and othérs began urging
him to take some action.

As the recession deepened and congres-
sional Republicans began to panic, Bush at
several meetings on econoniic policy used
weather terms to describe the economy: He
called the recession a “thunderstorm® that
would pass and that the White House had sim-
ply to endure and a"hur_rimne"thathitmd
caused devastation and passed. .Ope Repab-
lican, who heard these Bush remarks, said: T
think they are a sign of the true Bush on the
economy. . . . There is nothing a president
can do about it but take cover and live
through it and wait for the sunshine.”

Dazens of economic poli sessions were
held that fall bt Bush remained convinced that
any large tax culs or public spending to spur
the economy was too risky. *You notice when
tax cuts were proposed, long-term interest
rates shot right through the roof” he s2id in
Rome Last Novernber. ‘T have a responsibility to
see that 1 don't make proposals that will set
back the economy.”

That Rome news conference was remarkable
for a president overse2s. Prepared to talk about
NATO and the new post-Cold War shape of the
world, Bush, instead, spent 40 minutes quk
on health care, economic decline and politics.
Harris Wofford, the Pennsylvania Democrat,
had come from 40 peints behind that month to

beat Bush’s attomey generat, Dick Thoru-

borgh, for a Senate seat and Bush's pelitical
world had exploded.

When Lot Angeles exploded in riots the night
of April 29, Bush was at a state dinaer. His first
reaction was a cautious ene: “The court system
bas worked, What's needed now is calm, re-
ssl):ct for the law, Lat the appeals process take
place.”

Bush, who had no urban policies to speak of,
was forced to tumn to Xemp, one of the prese
ident's least-favorite Cabinet mensbers, who
with his allies and outside advisers pushed Bush

to use the Los Angeles riots to ¢pen 3 pew do-

push an audacious wrhan renewal package and
takcith'omdtytocityinahigh!yfumedm
paign. He was urged by Kemp to give up the
budget rule that forbids taking defense money
and vsing it for domestic problems and to be
the first Republican president ina generation to
make the ailing Gtiesa priority.

But at the White House and in the Bush cam-
paign, no public mandate for such a deive cquld
be detected in the peliing numbers, “You just
didn't know what if anything Bush wanted to
do,” said a White House aide wha favored the
dear direction.

And Teeter, then established as the campaign
chairmnan, was *worried about the polls, werried
about our suburban voters.” .

For a brief few dzys, Bush seemed poised
for action. In a two-day trip to Les Angeles,
the president toured the burned-out shopping
centers and listened Lo angry, {rightened An-
gelinos pour our their fears. Tears came 10
his eyes as he Tistened to black inner-city min-
isters preach moving sermons on the need for
leadership, not blame.

*] thought you could see the prqsident‘s
empathy and understanding grow with each
meeting” said Sherrie Rollins, the White
House assistant in charge of planning the Los
Angeles tour. *I thought it was critical for
hitn to see face-to-face the gituation. And the
lougerhewasthemthemmbemat-
tuned. It had a deep impression.” .

But Bush returned to Washington and within
two weeks, the issue had siipped away. He gave
no civil rights talks; he avoided gatherings like
the U.S. Conference of Mayors; he found him-
self criticized by House Republicans and others
who tald him the political reality: Republican
voters are suburban voters, mot city voters.
The White House barely managed to get 2
package of emergency aid through the House,
where the majority of Republicans voted no.

Bush did devote a few days and a few
speechies to enterprise Zones, “yeed-and-seed”
programs and welfare reform, but then turned
1o other issues. Despite 2 oonstop assault by
Kemp, the administration appeared willing to
sattle for little else besides emErgency. .

#50 much for the Los Angeles riots,” 2 dis-
gusted Kemp gaid as the White House passed
on anything more ambitious. “So much for the
opportunity to make a rea) difference.”

NEXT: Civil rights as cast study
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Barbara and the Right

Charlie Black
Barbara Bush had chosen to come out
of the closst as pro-cheice on abortian
oaly after the most consarvative Re-
publican platform  ever had been
locked mp.

Antiabortion activista suspect that
the First Lady publicly espoused the
position of abortion-rights Republi-
ans—that the GOP platform ignore
the issue—in order to calm the par-
ty's angey pro-cheicers. Whether ot
not it was Mrs. Bush's goal, her
outburst came as a shock 10 her
husband's political counselors. Black
was blindsided Thursday night whena

asked him

television Interviewer

tement.

The hard truth i that Barbara
Bush, for all her popularity as 3 moth-
uﬁm.isindeﬂmtntheimcmal
dynamics of the president’s comeback
attempk and the future of the GOP.

Byt if the president is to be re-
elacted, his campaign cannot possibly
please old-fashioned Republicans of
the first lady’s socia! class and gener-
stion. The arbiter of how moderates
Bush and Baker will seek to retain
pwerw{l]mtbeMn.Bushbutmt
remarkable platform.

This docurnent was 2t aneaked inat
the ast minute by 3 right-wing cabal

‘Ou_the contrary, it has beea in prep-

nepu!ﬁanammtgm‘ngtnhrgb,.
a1 |

much the P hag become the party of
the right. crmant thoughts of

her hushand’s aides tald us, "and 1
think she wants 1o have her 53y aboat
what should be said.” Actually, she is
reported by campaign insiders to be
far more upset about Republican Na-
timaluzaimanRichBoM'sattzd:on
Hillary Clinton than about the plat-
form's abortion clause, She deli
a soorching Washi Houstoa
telephone rebuke to Bond, whom she
— x L

-~

H

lam Gribhin, Vice President Dan
Quayle's legislative aide, who has been
involved in drafting increasingly con-
servative plaforms starting in 1980:
Beyond its aborted language,
scarcely a page of the 1992 editim
£afls Yo leap to the right of Bush potiey:
ot drilling on the Outer Continental
Shelf, po homosexual marriages ©f
adoptions, implicit abotion of the Na-
ticnal Endowment for the Arts sd

—

o . rR ana—
.

even 2 “structure” 1o stop {llegal Mexi-
can immigration. “Geotge Bush
the primaries, but Pat Bochanan ceald
have claimed that he wen the plat-
form* 3 Bush platform aide told us.
Bush's high command
woed, Hiy am-
paign aides, many personally
" te, arn
Aclighted. They believe that ccly an
aggressively rightist tone can
the conservative base and prod Clin-
tonGore into attacks o them that
undermine the Democralic teket's
centrist pretensions.

Whether Bush wins or met, the Re-
publican future points to the fight. While
 is fashionable to s3y rexds
platformss, the doament Wil
away. “Looking towzrd 1996," platformn-
drafter Gribbin toid us, *it will 6t ca the
tummy of the Repubican Party ke an
gested meal” It gurely will outhst

ER L
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ShOB THE REPUBLICAN Natona Corven-
/_ Lot gCls wnderwny there i3 a peculiar
< A edert bring nags to seoarate President
bush frem the more controversid znd potentially
costly part of his Randiwork of the past four years.
Ve cre not tHaking s much of the I-was-a-helpless-
victim-of-Congress line of argument as the atrempt
t4 suggest that personally, soméhowe, the president
elher Cidn't know wint was going on or doesn't
Rimiz we conghnalle Witk it or s married toa
Ti%e weman woo duesn's Jike some of 1t herself one
lixtle bit. The point is not whether any of this is true,
bt rathar whe il even matter i it s,
iming of D whostion tights question.
Fer reasons thet elade us, list woek saw a consid-
exadle stir over whether the First Lady doesn't
okject to the harsh and uncompromising Republican
piatform position on abortion. whether she mightn't
séeretly be fro-choice, whether her visws on these
tings and a few tangentially related matters aten't
more aligned with those of the complaining moder-
ate Republicans than with those fornually adopted by
the party and by her husband, The inference seems
to be here,'just as it is in the case of Mr. Bush's
e observation that hie would continwe to
abartion,

i oer

and what he

TH i
visat be fus caused
pablicly professes his position to be.

-But there is a kind of misplacd and even pitiful
rdgalism to all this, a ¢ense that it should be
gfatifying to the loyal subjects to know that those in
high piaces have a mezsure of sympathy for their
[feelings—never mind how the public pokicy part that
actually 2ffects them comes out. This is Lhe same
approach that aslis s to be moved by the assertion

Foy mwn

iive swesident and Choice

that a politician doesn't zpprove of what is being
dene by his agents and in his behalf, Who cares® The
reality is the reality, and the reality on the abortion
issue, the record that exists, is unambiguous. The
president, declaring an impassioned and profound
antiabortion conviction, has lost no opportunity dur~
ing the past four years to seek further ways to close
off the avenue of choice to American women, Wheth-
er to prove his commitment to the right or because
he in fact is sincere, he has behaved like a zealot on
the issue. He allowed his administration to give
practically nothing to relieve the harsh effects of the
Rust decision, which inhibited the freedom of medi-
cal personnel to discuss abortion with patients. He
went out of his way—far out of his way—to prevent
the District of Columbia from using locelly raised
taxes to pay for abortions of any kind cor for any
reasen for indigent women. On this issus, at Jeast,

his positien and his will to enforce it have been clear. :
Whatever little hints and wirks and whispers are

being conveyed in the Bush family’s name on the
abortion choice question—it is even being asserted
that it is really open-minded and generous of the
president to “let” a prochoice person such as Labor
Secretary Lyan Martin nominate him!—the people
who are apposed to his view and his record on
#bortion cannot possibly be satisfied with them. It
nicans nothing that in and around the White House
there are confidants and subordinates of George
Bush who are sorry or disappointed or ambivalent
themselves concerning what he has helped to bring
abaut in the past four years and what he could be
counted oa to pursue in a second term. It insults
their own seriousness and sincerity to suggest
otherwise or to play around with their feelings. On
this issue the record of the past four years could
hardly be clearer.

e Wuslyingytue Post
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Quayle Hopes This Convention
Will Produce a Sharper Image

For Vice President,
The Political Stakes
Couldn’t Be Higher

By David S. Broder
Waakington Fost Seef Weiter
HOUSTON, Aug. 16—Vice
President Quayle arrives in Hous-
ton Monday to begin a 79-day po-
litical rehabilitation mission, vowing
that this time “it will be much dif-
ferent from 19887
Quayle is counting oo this Repub-
lican National Convention to en-
hance his image, jus? as the last cne
damaged it. For him, the stakes
could not be higher.
*The next three months are the
most important of his political ca-
reer,” said Mitchell E. Daniels Jr.,

" former Reagan White Howse polit-

ical director and loug-time adviser
to his feDow Hoosier. “He's either
launched on a second term and vin-
dicated of be'shistory.” -

Quayle and his advisers know it
will be a huge job to repair the mis-
erable impression from his national
debut four years age and to improve
the oafish image that cfings to his
pame today. A Washington Post-
ABC News Poll last manth gave him
63 to 26 percent unfavorable rat-

ing from registered voters.

A Washington, Post-ABC News
survey of the delegates here lound
only 4 percent listing Quayle as

their early choice for 19996, far be-:
‘hind the 39 percent favoring féllow

conservative Jack Kemp, the sec-
retary. of Housing and Urban De-
velopment.

Quayle goes into the battle under
inauspicious circumstances. His

June gaffe in ecaching a youngster
to misspell “potato” unleashed @’

flood of late-night television jokes.
And just weeks ago, he faced anoth-
er round of dump-Quayle rumors
encovraged by prominent officials
in the Bush drcle and on Capitol
Hill

From all appearances, Quayle’s
selfconfidence is intact. Returning
from his fial pre-convention cam-
paign swing last week in California,

Quayle acknowledged in an inter- .

view that the talk of a switch was
not imaginary,

e

VIEWS ON QUAYLE

QO Republican defegates show
more favorable views toward
the vice president than other
Republlcans and volers.

REGISTERED
DELEGATES Republicans COverall

1992
REPUBLICAN

Do you think that Bush should keep Dan Quayle on the ticket, or do
you think that Bush should plek somecne else to be his vice

¥eep Quayle : 0% 58% 40%
Pick someone else 14 32 46
Undecided 6 10 14
Suppose Bush decides not to kaep Quayle on the ticket and plcks
someooe oisa to be his vice pruldenl. Would you approve or
Esapprove of doddou

Applm £5% 58% 60%
Disapp: k- 24 19
Depends (Vorunteeredl 6 11 10

Who would you Ilke £ see Bush plck for vice president?
[Detegates who think Bush should plck someone other than Quayle}

Jack Kemp 52%
Other 15

Calin Powell 12

James Baker 10

Dick Cheney 4

Elizzbeth Dole 4

Do yoo think having Quayle o the ticke? belps or hurts Bush's
chances for melection? -+ | B

Helps 39%

Hurts

22
Makes no difference (volunteered) 30
Whick do you think would hurt Bush's chances for reclection mere:

kesplag Quayle of the ticket or dropplcg Aim?
Keeping him 15%
Dropping him 70

SOURCES: The Washington Post-ABC Nmedegmpd!bamm Intesviews with 511
1o the Republican Katinal C Juty 2910 Aug. 7, #nd 3
Washinglon Post-ABC News Poll of 714 registered voters nationwide conducted fufy 17 to 19,
212 may oot a6d to 100 pereant becausa afl respanse categories are nal fisted. Margin of
sampling emor for the defzgate poll and the nationl pall is phes of minus § percestage points.
Ixtervigwing was conducted by Chiflon Research Services of Radnor, Pa.
=Complied by Sharon Warden
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*It was never an issue for him
[President Bush],” he insisted, but
*I gave serious thought to whether I
was an asset or z Hability.”

Like Democratic nominee Bill
Clinton, Quayle likes to see himself
as a “Comeback Kid.” *T'm stronger,
I'm wiser” than in 1988, he said, “T
have been tested. I can take a
punch and come back, and in the
fong run, that will serve me well”

Aides tick off other factors they
claim will keep the 1992 campaign
from being a repeat of the 1988
horror show for Quayle.

“He has his own staff that has
worked with him for three or four
years now,” s2id William Kristol, his
chiel of staff, “He knows the pres-
ident well, which he did not then.
He knows the top campaign people
well. It's hugely easier in that re-
spect. And he has been around the
national media and ampeugmng
around the country for four years.”

Friends say Quayle h.as no qualms
about going up against his
cratic counterpart, Sen. AIbert
Gore Jr. (Tenn), with whom he
served for 12 years in the House
and Senate, The two are tentatively
scheduled to debste on Sept, 29,
and “whatever people may think,
Dan i quite capable of bolding his
own in that matchup,” said Sen.
Warren B. Rudman (R-N.H)

But the Quayle camp bs om.ly

picked

* envious of the way Clintoa

mdprmdemmtbenlhm.ln
contrast to Quayle’s in

T men

little galling” that Gore got such a
smooth sendoff, said one top Quayle
aide, *It was not like [Quayle’s] go-
ing on that stupid boat . . . with one
heur's notice, with no briefing ma-
terial for him or about him.”

The memories of the New Or-
leans fiasto are seared into Quayle
and his entourage: the phone call
from Bush, signaling success for
Quayle’s covert campaign to land
the No. 2 spot; the stunning news
that he had enly time to change
clothes and fight his way through
the crowds before.the announce-
ment would be roade from the deck
of the river boat on which Bush was
arTiving; the: exuberant meeting,
where Quayle’s enthusiasm struck
some cbservers as juvenile cheer-
leading; then the downwatrd spiral
of midnight staff grillings, hostile
news conferences and TV inter-
views, where Quayle struggled
painfully to clear up reports about
his academic record, his Vietnam-
era National Guard service and oth-
er rumored problems.

When he went on the road after
New Orleans, Quayle was stripped
of his Senate staff and placed in the
hands of unfamiliar pros, with
whom he soon was feuding, A serfes
of embarrassing speech miscues
preceded the televised debate with
Democratic vice-presidential nom-
inse Sen. Lloyd Bentsen (Tex.) and
the devastating Bentsen re';pindu
“You're no Jack Kennedy.”

After that, Quayle was buried in
places where he could do no harm

. NewOrleansfmyarsm'Itna - 1o Bush's chances.

A $ AT ahoneln Jmarh e whw B R

S| e

In interviews last year with The
Washington Post, Quayle and his
wife, Marilyn, put much of the
blame for the problems cn James A,
Baker 1lI, Bush's 1988 campaign
chairman and a potential 1996 rival
for the presidential nominatien,
Over the years, Baker has let it be
known that he thinks Quayle is over
his bead evea in the vice presiden-

Y.

En route heme from California
Wednesday night, Quayle got word
from the president that Baker was
taking over 2s White House chief of
staff from Quayle’s close friend,
Samuel K. Skinner. But in an inter-
view immediately afterward, he
professed no discomfort at the pros-
pect of Baker calling signals for an-
other campaign.

After the formal announcement
on Thursday, he and Baker had a
long telephone conversation that,
aides said, gave Quayle further
comiort.

*What will be different in 1992,"
Quayle said, *is that we won't get
all the flak from our own headquar-
ters. In 1988, there were people
pretty high up in the campmgn do-
ing that. It won't happen again.”

Tirne will tell about that, Mean-
while, the coovention offers Quayle

2 chance, as he put i, "o give *

15000 purnaﬁsu and the Amer-
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QUAYLE, From A18

has puthed aggressively as vice
president: family values (ina speech
to Pat Robertson's Christian Coali-
tion); laraelU.S. [friendship (for
AIPAC, the pro-lsrael lobbying
group); term Limits; and legal ve-
form.

Quayle aides said his acceptance
speech will touch on those issues

Mential function of praising the
head of the ticket and castigating
the oppodition in what a grinning
Quayle said "hopefully will be vivid,
strong and convincing terms.”

As Cliston did at Madison Square
Garden, Quayle hopes to use past of
Ris speech, the Introduction and the
accompanying video to correct the
“mizapprehension” that he has Jed 2
Eife.

peivileged bfe..
!..,Mhu'lthlllmuph
‘a twsbedrgom howe kn w middle-
chams peighborhood, attended five
different public schools, or that I
worked days and went to law echool
at night,” Quayle said, “That pever
got out in 1988."

The debate with Gore will be a
key moment for Quayle—and one
his friends anticipate cagerly 39 a
chance for the vice president to do
what he [ikes best: take on an op~
ponent with sharply differing views
on national security, the enviren
ment and the economy.

“Everybody expects Al Gore to
hit & home run,” sald politically sav-
vy Szcramento lawyer Steve Merk-
samer, & Quayls adviser. “But

he Liﬁe,l Quayle Hopes

DAN QUAYLE'S DISAPPROVAL RATING

Aug.  Oct, Now.

1989
Jan, Apdl Sepl. Jan.

1930 1991
Apil Oct. Jan, March

1992
May Feb. May Juty

* T T L. s et PPl Ry S PR JUPYREL
Ian.31, 19691~ §. Maich 11,1990 Quayle April 1171991¢ $ajs- |
Quayle says U5 buys anatomically correct guit war i “a'stining -
TP [N P EE! FEEH . “condones viglence. B0, .. Indlan doll lkiChile In _. . victory far the forces of
.in El Salvadot.” -, Iron! of press corps at”* aggresslon®  t
 ep—— .photo gesslon. 5, wii) ] =

r"l'-! iy &
‘Miy.3 1969 Wistuolliy
_‘UW hqu.. k)

.*' Al : ATy | .
iy ﬁ?ﬁ‘#’f%
A N |

i ot i
PNCY.; Elasd spelilrg be
s isapell polato becauss hia:

"1,Ei._.a card reads fpptatoed; -

) T DG,

it

Quayle is a serious, substantive
guy, and § don't think that’s going
to happen.”

Aside from the debate, Quayle
pocepts that his will be a subordic
nate tole n the autumn campaign,
focused largely on reassuring and
energiring the Republican base,
while Bush tries to woo ewing vot=
ers, Last week's California trip was
a foretaste of the mainly amall-city
jtinerary snd conservative audi-
ences Quayle will be facing.

In tempesstures well aver 100
degrees bn the Central Valley, he

s{luckadhhjacketmidgoldinon
his shoes as he talked to ranchers,
home-builders and  fruit-growers
about the threat of higher taxes snd
stiffer environmental regulations if
the Democrats win the White
House,

He preached traditional values to
a Chelstian Coalition rally, reminded
the employees of the prime contrac-
tor on space station Freedom that
their jobs may have been saved by
his vigorous lobbying for the pro-
gram, and told zestive conserva-
thves st the Lincoln Club In Orangs

County that they should not abane
don the president who “won the
Cold War and tumed back aggres-
gion in the Perslan Guif,”

Along the way, be squeezed na
half dozen fund-raisers and several
of the “impromptu® handshaklng
visita to snack ehops, supermarkets
and fire stations that have been 2
staple of his campalgning since his
{irst House race in 1976.

Quayle said on the way home that
the trip illustrated campaign chalr-
man Robert M. Teeter's promise to
him that "what the vice presidest

VI TORCY+ (i WRSHRNGTON FOST

does will be the second most kmpar-
tant thing happening that day.”

That means, Quayle added witha
Laugh, that the president “gels the
pluras and T get what'a left.”

More seriously, be said that be
knew his days of relative indepen-
dence were ending, that the kind of
free-lancing he had done when he
challenged Hollywood’s value sys-
tem in his *Murphy Brown® speech
would not be allowed,

“Once we go out of Houston,”
Quayleaaid,‘!herehaamhealot
closer coordination of the message.

for Sharpell'- Ima:ge

r

It is a more controlled environment.
You have only 50 many days, and
you have to gel your message out.”

While some on the stafl hanker
for & more preminent and substan-
live role for Quayle, the “hottom
line,” a8 one close associate said, "is
that if Bush loses, it's pretty hard to
betieve [Quayls] has much of a po-
litical futuse . . . 50 it's right that
helping Bush win be the priority.”

With victory, Quayle—like Bush
in 1986—would have certain ad-
vantages over anyone else going
into the 1996 primaries.

With minimura publicity, for ex-
ample, Marilyn Quayle was desig-
rated tast moath aa the chairman of
the Bush-Quayle volunteera, A let-
ter over her signature went out to
200,000 of them on Aug. 4, Toth:
Quayles' chagrin, however, it con-
talned (hree spelling errors—all

?rintzr.
Bul-buxﬂyn-mﬁu‘-m sl
, bt

alda
when the campalgn Is aver, Jim Fitts
[Quayle's representative at the can-
palgn headquarters] gets hin sticky
fingers on the names and addresses
of 200,000 Republican activists,

In the last 20 years, vice-presi-
dentlal nominees on losing Gickets
have fafled in subsequent tries for
the White House, either Josing in
primaries, 48 Robert 1. Dole, Sar-
gent Shriver and Edmund S, Muskie
did, or belng trounced in the general
election, a3 Walter F. Mondje was.
On the other hand, Bush’s example
ghows how a two-term vice presi-
dent, though often scorned, can have
the Last laugh on his exitica.

That's why the stakes are oo high
for Quayle in this campalgn., -
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The Gipper Tries to Win One More for Bush

By Thomes B, Edsall patrician, not middle-class—Reagan Democrats were middle cla itics of ‘us” and :
P uatingion Pt Sl Helter lhgrltx](eb!ood of his 54 percent victory in 1988, gan has oosl:ié to r::r?;npfytliiﬁ! - and them, Res-
ey were the men and women persuaded to aban- Repubtican scurces, who did not want to speak on the

HOUSTON, Aug. 16—On opening night, Republi-
311{1:"“ call nce again on Ranald Reag ang b e_fosn der g?:orltie-colla_r Democratic roots to vote for a Blue-  record about such a GOP icon as Reagan, generally con-
conservative revelution that bas fallen into dis- epublicen by Willie Horton, the ACLU, the firmed these findings, and 2 new CBS News-New Y
array undes Presicent Bush. death penalty and the promise not 10 raise taxes, Heirs Times poll shows that 45 percent of voters n:‘gon:ﬁk
Eﬁ;ﬁn el lead offthe featured speakers 25 the Re. 1o the George Wallace vaters of 1968 and the hardhat  Pave an unfavorable view of Reagan, compared to 31
ﬁm National 10%?:?;];? ?e!ue;br;lfs Bm;; [[me;gn :l?:ke;rs o:dl:chafrd M. 1Nixon in 1972, these voters pro- Pesg‘em ;nl'th a favorable opinion. ’
) ; of the Bl-year-ld former  ¥ided e of muscle and grit to a Republican coali- or those of us who belped build the conservali
P R S il el (Sl T i
, ‘ r. jons. publican presidential nominee
su:m% ve:\d':::ri ttlﬁ :2::103 r; :fn‘:lc;l :ﬁggznt of e%on- This year, in contrast, the Reagan Democrats show Goldwater and Ronald Reagan. There is no "“3} that a
mlhat e o iy fr %e o ba hes;:r:g - the greatest patential 10 return to the Democratic Par- Paf y that has owes Reagan so much could not give bim
the Astrodome than on the cutside. mside 1y, ln.a stady °f. Reagan Democrats in the key states of Eca:ly S%Ot it the camvention” id 3 prominent Fepl
‘The Reagan magnetism that pulled working- and Michigan, Ilinois and Ohio, Mickigaa Researchers As — per UL he added, "t does el ing T
middle-class voters into the Republican fold-—a coali socates found that Reagan had the highest urfavors e Rerr e o
tion Bash desperately needs to revive-—bas lost some bilty rating of a wide range of public officialy, 63 pere thronghont the e oy local Repith
:tsénPPeal with these voters, polls and interviews show, cent, higher even than Jesse L. Jackson, whohad 2 55 cansin &e N l’f-hmu%wmﬂy yheclisent
& of the mast important peliticat legacies Reagan percent negative rating. from kiﬂo'daan rits durng swep!mmlo .
left Bush and the Republican Party was the Reagan Democratic pollster Geoffrey Garin said his survey revolu‘:ig:: ofgth 5;9‘]8‘5:% g e etuctat 1o
Democrat: ftthe SOC;;ID: conservative, werking- or mid- data show that “a lot of voters, particularly working-  voice their conceem ey wete less reluctant 19
pmMﬁdaedE uou :.;1 Catholic, ."ﬁm et?}uc. white voter who class Democ;at.s, now think of the Reajran administra- While contendiné that Bush can pull it out in the lon,
ovided cruck: ﬁﬂﬂm ;lnemlt)ﬁ ter sm!de' tion 25 the time when we started to get inlo our eco- haw, North Carolina state Rep. Leo Dau !1r.r|;r1 (Re hg
oo y Republican president elected nomic mess. Reagan is now singularly remembered as faces a tough fight after redk iricting of B e et
ew whote roots are upper-class and  the president who cared more about the rich than the See BE:\(;\N .s\t:;c::,l.gld his Smitsfeld

Tor Some Conservatives, Reagan Has Lost His Appeal

; REAGAN, From A15 ers 18 to 30 years old, among John McClintock, 2 Calfornia  religious right—another key Re-
N - whom Clinton bas 20 extraordinary  state assemblyman Dow aunning for  publican constituency—even there
¢ digtid, <aid the collapse of support  43-point tmargin, 70 to 27 percent, the House seat held by Rep. Antho- his backing is far mote fragmented

for Bush has been “lke 3 plane  compared to an overall 26-pcint  ny C. Beileoson (D) spoke almost  that it had been for Reagan in 1980

crash. It happened quickly.” margin among 20 likely votert. nostalgically about the Reagan co- and 1984 or for Bush himself in
1988.
As

Pennsylvania state Rep. Jot  Justaskey demographic support  alition in bis state:

Uliana (R): from the Bethlehem- imscroded{onheGOPamonssuch *They were the middle class, the

Lehigh area, sal Bush ‘“looks psaswhilewoﬂdng«:hssvot- wuﬂdngpcopledthemte.‘[‘bey suugg!etobridgedeeplyfdtdivi-

markedly worse here” compared to  ers and the young, the Republican ~ were aalid for Reagan in the 1980s,  sions on i

1988, “There i tremendous feeling coalition i3 under peographic 3% and the majority were looking at g2y rights, their own contradictory

for change, and right now the pres- sault. [Ross) Pernt when be was rutning.  statements provoke worry and

idem:snotseenaatheagentoi Public poﬂsrzkmainoethe Nuwlhcymwumtambtmd doubtonthercligiwsﬁghtlhal

change.” Democralic convention show Clir- and very weak portion of Clinton’s could well reduce the enthoaizsm
I.nlhelongrange.anotherdevel— lonholdinglcadsa{va.ryinssimin voterawboarethuemtsomnch asenﬁaltorastmnstu.mMNw.

opment that may prove &ven more  every southern state—the region of

because they ke Clinton, but be- 3.
significant is the yirtual collapse of  the country that is supposed to pro-  caUsE they have given tp on Bush, “In the religious world, someone
strong Republican and Bushsupport  wide the core of decisive Repub- ... Thecore of the Reagan agenda  who is an apostate is viewed with
among voters 18 to 30 years old. lican electoral college advantage. was lo contain the growth of the  more suspicion than someont who
Thisgruupwaswpposedmhc- And in Caifornia, the most pog- iedera!bumua‘acya.ndtoresist isahereﬁc.'saidmchardcﬂo!
come the leading edge of an evalv-  ulous state, which has voted for the  further tax increases and, of course,  the Naticna] Association of Evan- §
ing Republican realignment, as the Republican presidential nomines ia both of those policies have peen  gelicals. Bush made "an overt at-
population of older, more Demo- six ive clections, Clinton reversed.” tempt to identify with the evangel
' H declined. : holds such a strong lead—62 to 28 McClintock is part of the conser- ieals on religious and moral iasues,
moat recent Washington Fost-ABC  percent accarding to a Field Poll yative revolution whose commit-  and thas when the president is per-
—that Reputlicans ment was based largely on ecomor® ceived to depart frem those stands |

Nmpuﬂ,ﬂh'mthalnmtb— late st month
heiatc nomines BO Cl- are considering writing the state ics. While Bush signif- - which he took, the effect is all the
off . tcant support from the moral and worsel _ .-

et

melyvot- o .t .
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Baker Said to Be s oo s
Trying to Round Up who e cutsde the United
The Usual Experts <1 inow that in 1992 there are

James A. Baker I11 is back, and
he may be trying to organize the
last roundup. A senjor adminis-
tration official said yesterday that
the incoming White House chief

agults.HeloldlheDalhs

aration to get involved in ad prep-
aration. Baker is said to be intent
on bringing Alles back in his 1988
role of idea man for the advertis-
ing, or what coe campaign aide
called the “political artiste.”

Going for Distance
m On the theory that every vote

dJusies A Baker iil Is said 1o be orgaaizing political posse of big guas. -

thousands upon thousands of
Americans living abroad who, for
the first time in many years, want
to take an active part in this
year's presidential election,” the
Democratic nominee wrote in 2
letter made public by the Dem-

has committees in 24 nations. He
said that there are “a couple of
million™ potential voters living
and working in other countries in
addition to members of the armed
Bervices.

In his letter to

alty, nor time erode our roots.”

Thanks, but No Tanks

s Republican National Commit-
tee Chairman Richard N. Bond
was asked Saturday whether the
GOP would copy the Democrats

Trains, buses, planel hcydu
are all possible, Bond joked.
“Nothing is ruled out.”

“Tanks™ one reporter asked,
referring to Democrat Michae] S,
Dukakis’s ill-fated tank ride in
1988,

“Yeah, tanks are ruled out,”
Bond said.

—Maralee Schwartz,
Ann Devroy and Dan Bak

BY RAY LUSTIG— THE WASMCTON POST
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Bush Denies
Political Plan for
Iraq Showdown

By ROBIN WRIGHT

TIMES STAFF WRITER

WASHINGTON —President
Bush strongly denied Sunday that
he is trying to provoke the Iraqgi
regime into a showdown to boost
his reclection campaign. Yet he
also issued 2 stiff warning to Iragi
leader Saddam Hussein to comply
with all U.N. resolutions.

“Saddam Hussein needs to real-
ize that the world will not ignore
interference with these U.N. re-
quirements. He cannot be allowed
to dictate what can and cannot be
inspected,” Bush said on returning
to the White House from the
‘presidential retreat at Camp David,
Md. ¢

At the same time, the President
angrily dismissed a New York
Times story suggesting that, for
political reasons, he might force a
military confrontation with Hus-
sein as early as today, a5 the
Républicans open their national
convention in Houston.

1 don't commit somebody else’'s
son or daughter to battle or any
kind of combat unless it is the right
thing to do, regardless of politics,”
Bush said-

He said he was “shocked” by the
New York newspaper's report, in
which an unnamed official alleged
that the Administration was or-

Please see BUSH, A2
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Contipued from Al
chestrating a U.N. inspection of sensitive
Iragi facilities, inviting an obstruction DY
Hussein that would trigger a U.S. air raid.
Bush said that U.N. inspectors decide on
their own which buildings o visit in their
search for evidence of Iragi production of
nuclear, chemical and biological weapons.
“1 have responsibilities as President and
responsibilities as commander in chief. and
1 will go through with those responsibilities
regardless of the politics,” he said.

The President’s thinly veiled threat to
use force came as Pentagon officials
said that an air command staff had been
dispatched to Saudi Arabia to prepare for
possible air strikes against Irag.

Lt. Gen. Michaét A. Nelsom. who runs
Central Command's air component at Shaw
Air Force Base in South Carolina, and hiz
staff of 30 flew to Riyadh at the end of last
week. Netson will coordinale any allied air
campaign against Iraq, Pentagon sources
said.

“We now have sufficient people there
that, if we need to act, we can.” a Pentagon
official said. Nelson will assume the role
ptayed by Lr Gen. Charles Horner in
running the air war in the Guif last year,
the sources said.

Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney tried
Sunday to play down Nelson's assignment.
He described it as a “routine deployment”
and part of a process "o maintain a
significant military presence in the region”
w force Hussein to comply with U.N.
resolutions.

But a senior Administration source said
in an interview Sunday that a “new
consensus” had been built within the
multinational coalition in recent weeks 10
act swiftly and forcefully in the event
Baghdad violates U.N. resolutions requir-
ing that weapons of mass destruction be
destroyed and prohibiting suppression of
ethnic groups in Iragq. Until a July crisis at
the Iraqi Agriculture Ministry. he said. the
coalition—embracing the United States,
Britain, France, Saudi Arabia and other
nations—had “gone a little soft.”

U.N. inspeclors were denied access to the
Agriculture Ministry, where they suspect-
ed arms-reiated documents might be hid-
den. The impasse finally was resolved, but
Americans were removed from the inspec-
tion team at Iraq’s insistence.

The source said that the United States is
prepared to act in the event Baghdad
refuses either to allow UN. weapons
inspectors lo complete their mission or if
Iraq escalates its campaign against
southern Shiite insurgents.

“If he [Hussein] denies access 10 the
inspectors, then there'll be a confrontation.
1f he begins to repress his own people in a
serious way, then there'll be a confronta-
tion,” the source said. “Either way. the ball
is in his court.”

Bush and ranking Republicans tried
Sunday lo distance the sironger Iraq
policy from this week’s GOP convention in
Houston and the presidential campaignl.

Cheney called the New York Times
report “goofy,” “totally fallacious” and
“totally irresponsible.”

Sen. Phil Gramm (R-Tex.), the conven-
tion's keynote speaker, said in an interview
on Cable News Network: “George Bush is
not going o be .provoked into doing
something that is not in our interests based
on some kind of personal dislike. Whether
we have an incident, whether it occurs o0
Monday or Thursday or next year is going
to be determined not so much by the
President. but by Irag.”

Judging by Baghdad's recent actions,
southern Irag may turn out to be the arena
Tor 2 U.S.-Iraq showdown. Administration
sficials said Sunday that the Tragi army
1nd air force are poised for a new offensive
against Shiite insurgents in the marshes
near the port city of Basra.

Both Jrag's use of air power below the
32nd Parallel and human rights violations
against its own people are clear violations

\GTON EDITION
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of U.N. resolutions. Bush specifically
warned Hussein on Sunday against “the
brutalization of his own people.”

And Cheney told reporters at Andrews
Air Force Base: “In recent weeks there
have been efforts under way by the Iragis
10 use their-assets in the sotth o oppress
the [Shiites). We've raised that as one of
the things we're concerned about. It is a
viotation of U.N. Resolution 688, and we
think it ought to cease.”

A senior Administration official said that
the Iragi crackdown on the Shiites and use
of air power had increased over the pasi
week.

There was no indication from U.N.
inspecters Sunday, however, about the
state of the latest mission. In Baghdad, the
U.N. team conducted a brief inspection
foliowed by five hours of 1alks with Iraqi
officials. Team leader Nikita Smidovich, a
Russian chemical weapons specialist, told
reporters that he was wailing for instruc-
tiens from U.N. headquariers in New York
about whether the 22-member team shoutd
leave Tuesday.

In contrast to previous trips, this mission
has been extremely low-key. Smidovich
has refused to comment on where the
inspectors are going or what they are
looking for. He said cnly that the inspection
wottld continue today.

In New York, U.N. Special Commissicn
officials expressed annoyance at the
implications that they would provoke a
confrontation with the Iraqis at the bidding
of the United States.

Commission spokesman Tim Trevan said
that Washington “has greatly assisted” the
inspectors over the last 18 months with
information about lrag's arms caches. But,
he said, “we receive information from a
variety of sources. . . . On the basis of our
assessment, we make the decision” about
what to inspect. “We don't seek confronta-
tion. We just seek to do our mandate.”

U.N. officials said that they were puzzled
by the New York Times story.

“I'm surprised that the U.S. government
has basicaily leaked the story, regardless of
its truth or falsehood,” a U.N. official said.
Because of the publicity, he added, the
inspectors prabably would not now risk a
confrontation even if that had been their
intention.

Indications are growing that there could
be military action in the Persian Gulf.
There is 2n increase in the U.S, ground and
naval presence in the Gulf and the Medi-
terranean Sea, at least in part because of
joint U.8.-Kuwail Army and Marine exer-
cises.

The United States has 19 ships in the
Gulf and adjacent waters, including the
ajrcraft carrier Independence baltle group
with a normal air contingent of 72 bombers.
fighters, surveillance aireraft and com-
mand and control planes. The number of
ships is. Mgher than usual, in part o
support the current amphibious military
exercises in Kuwait.

The United States also has six warships
in the Red Sea, 18in the Mediterranean and
an unknown number of submarines patrol-
ling the waters of the Persian Gulf and the
Mediterranean.

‘And the carrier Saratoga, alse with a full
air contingent, is deployed in the Adriatic |
Sea, largely because of the Yugoslav crisis. |
Aireraft on the Saratoga are capable of .
reaching the Persian Guif with aerial -
refueling.

The United States also has 120 land-
based warplanes in the Persian Gulf, pre-
dominantly in Saudi Arabia. :

Roughly 5.000 U.S. troops, both Marines
and army personnel, are expected to be in
Kuwait by the end of this week for separale
exercises with Kuwaitl troops. At least half -
are already positioned.

Times stat! writers Mellssa Healy, John M.
Broder and Stanley Meisler contributed to this
story,
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Fear and Hopelessness Grip
Muslims in a Bosnian Town

By CHARLES T. POWERS
TIMES STAFF WRITER

BOSANSKA KOSTAJINICA,
Bosnia-Herzegovina— About 800
Muslims are left in this town,
where once there were 2,000. And
if those remaining had power over
their immediate fate, they would
be gone too-as soon as possible.

“For God's sake, help us,” said
one' Muslim man who had been
working with his neighbors to try
1o connect an automobile generator
to the sprocket of an upturned
bicycle in a vain attempt to gener-
ate enough electricity to power a
radio. “Help ‘us organize a convoy
so we can get out of here.”

The remaining Bosnian Muslim
residents of this once-peaceful
town on the banks of the Una
River on the northern Bosnian
border are frightened, and they

here safely in the face of the
“ethnic cleansing” that has swept
out their neighbors and those from
scores of surrounding villages.

They have now become pawns in
a power struggle. On one hand,
Serbian “extremists,” as the Mus-
lims call them, are conducting a
campaign of fear and econhomic
intimidation against them, trying
to force them to leave. And the
campaign, by the testimony of
dozens of villagers here, has suc-
ceeded.

But the Office-of the U.N. High
Commissioner for Refugees, which
has been pressed by Serbian au-
thorities in the region to organize
an official exodus for the Muslims,
is resisting the pressure, insisting
that the agency's job is to care for
refugees, not to help create them.
Officials of the commissioner’s of-
fice say that to organize convoys to

have given up hope of remaining

Please see BOSNIA, 42
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BOSNIA: Muslims Are Pawns in Power Struggle

ontlnued from Al

:arantee safe passage for the Muslims would make‘the
jited Nations an accomplice to the Serbian policy of
+hnic cleansing.” ]

For the Muslims remaining in such villages as Bosanska
sstajhica, however, the “cleansing.” while not yet
:ysically accomplished, is psychologically complete.

At night, residents say, carloads of Serbian toughs-—-the
Jslims say they are from outlying villages—drive
rough the Muslim district shooting guns into the air and
metimes at their houses.

The mosque, which marks the center of the neighbor-
wd, has been blown up; its walls have collapsed and its
naret has crashed to the ground. (The Roman Cathalic
arch, once attended by the town's Croatian population,
30 has been burned. The Orthodox Church, with mostly
rbian members, has remained untouched.)

ost of the Muslims here have not had jobs o go to in
more than a year.

"We have no money,” said the man working on the

nerator, who declined to give his name. “We are running

. of food. We are afraid of winter.

“We would like to leave as sooh as possible. We would

2 to go to Germany, to France, anywhere. We are afraid,

» are afraid that if Serbian people are killed anywhere [in

ating), they will come here and kill us. We want out.”
ast month, the Serbian segional authorities in the

irict headquarters at Bosanski Novi organized a convoy

L removed 1,000 villagers of Bosanska Kostajnica to
‘ugee centers in Croatia. But it was that same convoy.

olien to about 7.000, that caused the refugee commis-

ner's office to dig in its heels in resistance 10 additional
movals. The U.N. officials, in the wake of that exodus,

Mesled that they had been “biackmailed” by the Serbs

J participating in the cleansing operations.

Then, last week, the Serbian authorilies in northern
“snia lold relief officials that 28.000 Musiims weré
‘eady™ 10 be escorted out of the country and asked for
-1stance from U.N. Proteciion Force personnel and from
“e refugee agency. Both agencies promptly refused. and
-€ resistance has continued 1o harden.

“The message wé're pulting across,” said refugee agency

spokesman Peter Kessler, "is that the =

happened here is crazy, something of

United Nations is not going to be L Kariovac CROATIA the worst kind. Last month, when | saw
blackmailed. We are not going to partic- L) that convey go, the Muslim people
ipate inlethniq gle?sing.” " o © P Y—" leaving. ] just c:ried. That was all coui_d
. Kessler said the agency has sent — e Kostajnica do. I could cry and do no more. I don't
protection officers” into the northern MILES believe in anything in this country

Bosnjan towns where Muslims are being
pressed to leave but admitted that a
“handful of men in United Nations
vehicles”—whose job is to interview
people ‘whase human rights may have
been violated—is “not likely to make
much difference.”

HERZEGOVINA

anymoeore. [ just want to leave,”

The Muslims, she said, “are terrified.
They cannot weork. They have no mon-
ey. They have no food. They are being
forced to sign over their homes. They
have nowhere to go. They are not living,
they are only surviving.”

BOSNIA-

Indeed, refugee agency personnel on

In the shade of a thick grape arbor,

Saturday were ordered out of the north-
ern Bosnian town of Sanski Most, where
Serbian officials and militias are in
control. U.N. Protection Force jurisdic-
tion ends at the Croatian-Bosnian bor-
der. . :

The distress of a young non-Muslim
woman in DBosanska Kostajnica was
evident as she led a small group of
journalists to the Muslim aree of the
town, where she helped 1o translate
their comments. She asked that her
name not be published.

Before the war broke wout between
Croatia and Serbia last vezr, her father

where three men were working on the
bieycle and the generator, a ncighbor-
hood crowd quickly gathered, compet-
ing 1o appeal to the visiting foreigners
for help to escape the town.

“No." said one mar, “we cannot stay
here. There is nothing left for us now.
We havetoget out.,”

"We wenl 1o the town government
last week,” said another, “and asked 1o
be allowed to leave. But they said there
was na way for us to leave now.”

Every Muslim automobile in rown,
they said, has been confiscated by the
Serbs. Only a few horses, belonging 10

was the police chief in a larger section of

Kostajnica across the river in Croatia.

Her father, she said. is Croatian and has fled the town. Her
mother is Serbian and, “possibly losing -her sanity,” is
trying to hold on to the family house. which has been
bombed.

As for her own ethnicity. which never mattered here
before, “I don't know what 10 call myself,” the woman said.
She is married to a Serb, and her fondest hope now is to
leave with her husband and year-old daughter. who spent
her first seven days, last year. in a basement while the
Croatian part of the town across the river was bombarded.

“Thaven't a real word for what has happened to us here.”
she said. “There is no word for it. Everything that has

" -
e .

Las Argeles Times

farmers. remain.

. Some of the Muslims, they said, had
signed over their houses and property already, mostly to
lown authorities, and renounced any fulure claim to therr
possessions,

Thaven't signed yet,” said one of the men. “But I will, I
will sign it over 1o a Serbian friend.”

He would receive no money for it. he said. The only thing
he would get in return would be the hope that. someday —if
It ever became safe 16 return~-his friend would return it to
him. But all of that was a far distant hope. His larger
Cancern was more immediate,

"Plf'_-ase. he said, “do what you can. Help us get out of
here. -
~
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SOP Faithful Ponder if Party Will Unite Behind Bush

| Election: Some see the
onvention as the jump-off
oint for a strong
ampaign. Others wonder
*it’s too little, too late.

v CATHLEEN DECKER
LS POLITICAL WRITER

~JOUSTON—On this tantaliz-
. Lingly placid Sunday morning,
ne balloons were strung in plastic
ausages high above the conven-
on floor and the pristine red
arpet was tacked down. The
hairs were positioned just so and
ags were fluttering from the As-
odome and along the broad ave-
ses of a spiffed-vup, weil-coiffed
-ouston.

And all anyone was wondering

as whether the upcoming family
runion will provoke fistfights or
=arhugs.

The Republicans open their 1992
snvention today with equal parts
2gst and Adrenalin. The frustra-
.ons over a President who lags in
ational polls far behind the Demo-
-ati¢ governer of a small state—as
ie GOP likes to refer to Bill
‘linton—have coalesced in Repub-
can delegates who are burning
:ith the desire to make all things
‘ght in the space of a few fleeting
ays.

And the overwhelming senti-
ent from those who like George
jush or those who would just as
son leave him is relief that, final-
+. undeniably. the presidential
attle is about to be joined.

“We have the possibility here of
-\mg momentum, and we’re hop-

g to get thal” said a relieved

rry Davis, the GOP chairman in

-izona and leader of the state’s
-legation.

But in Davis’ mind, as in the

nds of many of the 2,210 dele-

tes, there remains a nagging
srry: I we miss this opportuni-

." he said, “there’s a good possi-

iy we'rein for a long fall. Not to

-ntion four years.”

“here are delegates at the con-
. vention who are fond of Presi-
nt Bush and delegates here who
arn him. There are few. howev-
. who endorse the strategies of a
mpaign that has foundered for
snths without firm direction
m the President or his team.
*This is the beginning for Bush,
i is where he gets his comph and
ngs begin going our way.” said
3. Rep. Constance A. Morella of
wryland.

More blunt than most. she added:
o far, I haven’t been real excited
sut the campaign. In fact, there
illy hasn't been a campaign. I

<
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President addresses workers al Astrodome via closed-circuit TV,

think everyone has been viewing
the convention as the jump-off
point.”

Only one question remains: A
jump-off to what?

It could be dissension, as was
evidenced Sunday at a news con-
{erence cailed by abortion-rights
advocates still burning ears and
twisting arms in their effort to
raise their issue before a conven-
tion whose platform fully rejects
their stance.

There was Ann Stone, leader of
the Republicans for Choice group.
her face sunburned from button-
holing delegates at pool sides and
barbecues. calling the response
“amazing.”

“People kept coming up to me
and saying: ‘It’s about time we took
a stand on this. Thank you for
giving us a voice.””

A voice of a different sort, mean-
while, emanated from the back of
the crowd.

“I'm sick of all this yelling and
moaning and whining about this
one lousy topic.” grumped an anti-
abortion Nebraska delegate, arms
crossed atop his ample girth. -

“We're all on the same team, so

why are we carrying the ball in-

different directions? It looks bad. I
tell you. it looks bad.”

More to the point. it looked like a
convention, like the quadrennial
bash that each of America’s major
political parties dives into without
knowing how much muck might

L,

swirl to the top of the pool.

It could be, said many of the
quieter voices of this convention,
that out of the tension of this week
in Houston a sense of Republican
unity will emerge.

"We agree on more than [we]
disagree,” noted Jim Conran, a
California delegate and director of
the state Department of Consumer
Affairs. “And, truthfully, 1 doni
take this platform stufl very seri-
ously anyway.”

Even among the supporiers of
former {elevision commentalor
Patrick J. Buchanan. there were
unexpected indications that things
could go well. Although warning
.that “there's siill a lot of Buchanan
people out there who won't turn
over their vote,” Tom Williamson
of Cotorado put his bet on bnity.

“First and foremost.” he said,
“we're Republicans.”

In the next breath, however,
Williamson was openly worried.

] caught the President a couple
of weeks ago,” he said. "It was
tough to get pumped up. He was
starting to sound better—but I
hope it’s not toe little, 100 late.”

Neither, said the chairman of the
Republican National Commitiee,
acting as though he would just as
soon forget the previous eight
months of this year and start from
scratch.

“Today is the first day of the
reelection campaign of George
Bush for four more years,” an

ever-optimistt¢ Richard Bond Lold
Bush volunteers gathered Sunday
afterncon en the convention floor.

As. the formal opemng of the
convention neared, attention
was more and more focused on
Bush and what hé must do this
week —~especially Thursday. when
he addresses Lhe nauon,

Message to the former Yale first-
baseman: Hit a home run.

“1'd like Lo see him get up on the
stage. roll up his sleeves and say.
“Look. gUYS. we've got some prob-
lems we need to address.” said
24-year-old John Schafer of La
Crescenta. a UC Berkeley senior
and member of the College Repub-
lecans. “Not blaming fumself, but
pulting aside poliucs and saying
we've got to deal with these prob-

lems.”

* While Schafer criticized what he
called “a clear lack of direction at
the present time,” another college
Republican was still feeling superi-
or to the Democratic Party, whose
long history of internal warfare has
been fairly we!l quelled this year.

“There’s a big difference be-
tween Republicans being in disar-
ray and Democrats being in disar-
ray.” said Phillip Steipman, a
student at the University of Ar-
kansas in Fayetteville. “The Dem-
ocratic Party is always in chacs,
but if we have one minor squab-
ble—Ilike we've seen this past week
on abortion—then everyone thinks
it's a big deal. Clinton's big lead in
the polls is because the Republi-
cans haven't started campaigning.”

The H&H Ranch, where 300
young Republicans like Steinman
gathered Sunday night. and the
convention floor, where the volun-
teers gathered earlier in the day,
were the province of the fresh-
faced.

That will not be the case with
the convention iwelf. Under the
crush of reporters and television:
crews, honored guests and celebri-
ties, will be delegates who on
average are middle-aged white
men.

The relative blandness of the
delegate pool was best demonstrat-
ed by the mosi common last name:
Smith. And its most popular male
name: John.

But up on ihe podium, the Re-
publicans will show an entirely
different face,

Only 73 of the delegales are
Latino, but three will have fea-
tured roles within the first two
days of the convention. Ninfa Lau-
renzo, a friend of the president’s
and owner of a chain of Mexican
restaurants that bears her name,
will deliver the Pledge of Alle-
giance at today's opening session.
Sarah Flores, a deputy Los Angel-
es county supervisor, will spezk

tonight. Tuesday morning. the
convention will hear from Jose
Nino, president of the Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce,

Although only 83 delegates are
black—compared 10 more thar
1,800 whites—three blacks w:i:
have featured roles in the first 24
hours of the convention. Fred Mc-
Clure, a former legislative aide ::
Bush. will sing the National An-
them Monday morning, and Con-
doleezza Rice, a former special
White House assistant for natiena!
security affairs, will speak Monday
night.

The next morning. the delegates
will hear from the Rev, E. V. Hill.
pastor of the Mount Zion Baptist
Church In Los Angeles and a
lengtime Bush supporter.

Even a Clinton supporter is
making an appearance—Houston
Mayor Bob Lanier, who stood by
Clinton's side on July 23 as he
castigated the President in Bush's
adopted hometown. Lanier was one
of three Houstonians whose fund-
raisers for Clinton that night raised
$1 million.

There has been much hue and
ery this week over the presence—
to be honest, the absence—of Re-
publican Party leaders. For start-
ers. take the party’s congressional
delegation: Only 93 of the 167
Republican members of Congress
saw fit 1o come to Houston, with
dozens of others pleading the press
of business at home.

or some, locked in tight races. it

was impossible to pass up a
week al home with censtituenis.
Olhers were suspected of not
wanting to risk being sighied with-
in the tense confines of the Astro-
dome.

Republican governors, tradition-
ally the leaders of their stale
delegations, were far more loyal.
with 17 of the 20 scheduled to be in
Houston. The mest prominent no-
show, of course, was California
Gov. Pete Wilson, who did the next
best thing by appearing on video
before the Californmia delegation
Sunday morning.

“There is optimistic yet deter-
mined support among the gover-
nors.” said Chris Henick. a spokes-
man for the Republican Governors
Assn.

For some of those governors.
being here in Houston serves two

They can demonstrate

purposes.

loyalty 10 Bush and simultaneousty
corry favor with delegations and
Republican leaders whose support
could come in handy in a future
national hid.

Times statf writers Geraldine Baum,
John Broder, Douglas Jehl and Jonller
Warren contributed to this story.
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declared.

The Clinten campaign quickly
backed Bush on Iraq. “I have
stated clearly, repeatedly, that we
have to expect and demand and
insist that Saddam Hussein comply
with the cease-fire agreements.
And 1 don’t think we should rule
out military force. Clinton said
from Little Rock, Ark., on Sunday
evening.

Asked to comment on charges
Bush might initiate a military ac-
tion in Iraq for political reasons, he
said: “We know of no example
where the commander-in-chief
has used or would use the awesome
power of military aclion for politi-
cal purposes.”

The Campaign

In his pep talk to velunteers
here, Bush, reflecting an aggres-
sive new campaign tone, said:
“Now we're going lo gel our
chance.

“We've got a good program. The
American people do not knew it
And when we et finished with this
campaign, they wiil."

Although Bush actually began
inlensifying his campaign efforts
soon after the Democratic conven-
tion last month, he has continued
to stide in some polls. Both he and
his top aides see the convention as

an opportunity for the President to
make a new start, energize the
campaign and narrow the lead
Clinton enjoys in the polls.

In an ABC interview broadcast
Sunday but taped Thursday, Bush,
a World War 11 Navy combat pilot,
used a Navy term in sounding a
more confrontational note. He
vowed Lo go to “general quarlers”
in challenging Clinton and said he
would link the Arkansas governor
to “the sorry record” of the Demo-
cratic-controlled Congress.

Asked how he could catch up
with Clinton between now and the
November electicn, Bush said: ™I

think the answer is that people will”

come Lo their.senses and, in the
fina! analysis, they're going to say.
‘George Bush has demonstrated
that he has the courage and the
knowledge and the trust to sit in
that Oval Office.™’

The Platform

Grumbling about the platform—

" and particularly its rigid language

opposing abortions—echoed in lob-
bies and corridors of Houston ho-
tels where delegates gathered
Sunday night. Many expressed
concern upon learning that Bush
operatives would prohibit them
from carrying abortion rights plac-
ardsinto the Astrodame.

Top convention and campaign
officials insisted that the prohibi-
tion of handmade signs was noth-
ing more than business as usual for
a Republican Convention. “The
rule is simple, and il’s always the
same,” said Craig Fuller. conven-
tion manager and.a longtime Bush
loyalist. “You can't ¢carry them in.”

The rule is designed Lo create the
impression of unanimity for these
watching the convention on televi-
sion, but it seemed likely to spur
further efforts by delegates who
back abortion rights to strip the
abortion language from the plat-
form.

There appeared to be little or no
chance the efforts would succeed.

The abortion language, which
the President's wife, Barbara,
questioned in declaring last week
that the issue should have been left
out of the platform, continued o
cause discomfort to some GOP
officials. “It shouldn't be the cen-
terpiece of “anyone's campaign,”
Dole said.

The Media

Delegates arriving here Sunday
for the convention found new rea-
sons to bemoan the relentlessly
dispiriting nature of news reports
about the party’s prospects.

Not only did national publica-

DAVEGATLEY / l;unngdes'r:mes
A Houston mounted palice unit keeps close watch over the grounds near the Astrodeme as the opening of the GOP Convention draws near.

tions feature detailed reporis on
the President’s political problems,
put the two Major newspapess in
his adopted hometown--the Post
and the Chronicle—were brimming
over with unwelcome news.

The Post headlined a new sur-
vey: "Texas Polk Clinton by 17%."
In addition to lagging far behind in
his own state, the President—a
Chronicle headline blared—is
“Badly Lagging in Electoral Sup-
port” nationally.

Convention Speakers

The convention's opening night
shapes up as a salute 1o the party's
conservative wing, featuring an
array of right-wing cheerleaders
whose job it will be to fire up a
crowd that is locking hard for
something 1o cheer about.

Reagan, who helped forge the
broad Republican coalition that
now appears in jeopardy, will take
a turn at the microphone. Buchan-
an, another conservative crowd-
pleaser, will explain why voters
should throw their support to Bush,
whom he attacked savagely during
his own spirited bid for the Repub-
lican nomination.

Times staff writers Wililam J. Eaton,
Michas! Ress and David Lautet eon:
tributed to this report.
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Tax Cut Debate
Erupts in GOP

m Convention: Conservatives urge Bush to propose a
reduction. Dole calls it ‘bad medicine.’ As delegates
gather, President says he’s eager to heat up campaign.

By JACK NELSON.and DOUGLAS JEHL, TIMES STAFF WRITERS

HOUSTON—A sharp debate over whether President Bush should call
for tax cuts in his all-important acceptance speech Thursday broke out
among Republicans here Sunday on the eve of a national convention
considered critical to his chances of uniting his party and winning

reelection next fall.

_Although conservative leaders
pressed Bush to make a tax cut the
centerpiece of his address accept-
ing the GOP's presidential nomina-
tion, moderates argued against any
such proposal.

Senate Republican Leader Bob
Dole of Kansas declared cutting
taxes now would be “bad medi-

cine” for the troubled economy. .
That brought a quick rejoinder °
from tax cut advocate Rep. Vin -

Weber of Minnesota, who said
Dole’s attitude made him glad
Bush—and not the Senate leader—
was in the White House.

Bush plans to use the acceptance

speech to unveil a series of propos-
als to revive the economy, accord-
ing to campaign officials. While the
President has declined to disclose
any details, Housing and Urban
Development Secretary Jack
Kemp, who has discussed the mat:
ter with him and is a longtime
proponent of tax reductions, has
predicted that Bush will call for
cuts. .

Meanwhile, as delegates
streamed into Houston for today's
opening session of the four-day
convention:

o The President angrily dis-
missed a news report gquoting a
government official as saying the
White House is preparing to pro-
voke a military clash with Iraqgi
dictator Saddam Hussein in part to
help Bush's troubled bid for reelec-
tion.

s After insisting for months that
he was not in the ‘‘campaign
mode,” Bush sought to rally Re-
publican staffers by declaring he is
now ready to “pick up the torch”
and begin campaigning in earnest.

¢ The GOP prepared to brush
aside scattered opposition among

Please see GOP, A7

GOP: Convention
Opens With Debate

Over Bush Speech

Contlpued from Al

convention delegates and adopt
one of its mosl conservative plat-
forms of modern times,. including
controversial planks opposing
abortion and limiting the rights of
homosexuals. The 1992 platiorm is
to be approved today. and critics
will have little opportunity 1o ex-
press Lheir reservations.

& Stalwarts from the GOP's right
wing, including former President
Ronald Reagan and conservative
commentator Patrick J. Buchanan,
who lost a bitterly fought primary
battle with Bush, polished speech-
es for tonight that convention
planners hope will reignite the
spirits of GOP rank -and-filers.

¢ Delegates, many of whom have
joined party leaders in complaining
about the negative tone of cover-
age of Bush's political plight, en-
countered a fresh round of discour-
aging reports. A Houston Post
headline trumpeted a new Texas
Poll that found Bush trailing Dem-
ccrat Bill Clinton by 17 percentage
points in the state, while national
news magazines and a host of other
publications carried critical assess-
ments of the President’s status,

Whether Bush proposes a tax eut
could be one of the most important
tactical decisions of his campaign.
White House officials involved in
the debate said it could force the
President to choose whether to
cast himself as a traditional fiscal
conservalive or a more activist
proponent of supply-side econom-
ics in the spirit of his White House
predecessor, Ronald Reagan.

Dole. 2 traditionalist who be-
lieves tax cuts by themselves could
hurt the economy by aggravating
the already soaring budget deficit,
declared that such legislation “js
nol going to be enacted this year.”

“If he can offset the'tax cut with
a spending {reeze or a spending
reduction,” Dole said in an NBC
jnterview, “that would make good
economic sense. But a tax cut by
itself, as some of the supply-siders
might advocate, would be bad

medicine.”

That prompted supply-side We-
ber to te]l CBS that Dole’s state-
ment “just makes me all the happi-
er that he's the Senate leader and
President Bush is in the White
House,"

Weber said the possibility. of
proposing additional tax reductions
to stimulate the economy s under
actlive consideration. And Kemp
suggested Bush is prepared to out-

line plans for a cut to benefit .

citizens al virtvally all income
levels.

Yet whal Bush actually intends
to do on the issue Thursday is “the
most closely guarded secret of the
convention,” said one official,

Another source said “a large
portion” of the economie plan has
been approved by Bush.

Showdown With Iraq

Bush aides worried that the
President’s attempis to shift his
focus from foreign policy and “tar-
get America,” as one staffer put it,
by addressing economic and octher
domestic concerns might be over-
shadowed by reports-that the Ad-
ministration is preparing for a mili-
tary showdown with Irag.

Not only did the President an-
grily dismiss any suggestion that
polilies would influence his deci-
sion regarding Irag, but Mary Ma-
‘alin, his deputy campaign manag-
er. and other officials insisted
repeatedly to reporters that Bush
would never allow politics to shape
his conduct on foreign poliey.

In remarks Sunday after return-
ing to the White House from Camp .
David, and later in a telephone taltk
to volunteers here, Bush signaled
that he is determined to play the
role of commander in chief, both in
what now appears to be an immi-

nent showdown with Irag and on |~ ~

other foreign policy issues.

“We're not going to apologize for . .

the time that we've invested in
bringing peace to the world, and
indeed in changing the world,” he



GOP Seeking to
Rekindle Spark
of Old Victories

By THOMAS B. ROSENSTIEL

TIMES STAFF WRITER

HOQUSTON—As George Bush
might put it: “Message: A big job.
Too big for that other guy. Liberal
in disguise. Cheeky wife. But you
know me. Comfortable. Strong re-
solve. Experience. Trust. Tradi-
tional values.”

That. in the fractured phrasing
of the President and the jump-cut
pacing of television, is the impres-
sion the Republican Party hopes to
deliver to Americans over televi-
sion, newspapers and radio during
the -party's national convention
here.

The point will be to remind
people of old things that they liked
about the GOP. about the country
and about Bush.

Under the general theme of “A
Tribute to the American Spirit,”
the party has tried to arrange for

[ NEWS ANALYSIS |

the television cameras as many
elements as possible to put across
that message, from classic red,
white and blue colors to indoor
fireworks.

Vet there is evidence that this
year the Republicans are less
tightly organized and, in some
cases, less expert than in the past.
Uncharacteristically, the camera
sight lines are not great for televi-
sion. And much like the Democrats.
Bush campaign officials are nol
sure they will be able to review all
the speeches peforehand to ensure
they all strike the right themes.

The main message was recently
spelled out by James Lake, the
campaign’s communications advis-
er

“From the time of his acceptance
speech [at the 1983 convention)
through the first three years, 1
think we have learned a lot about
George Bush'’s resolve, his steadi-
Please see IMAGE, A8
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Continued from Al
ness, his leadership,” Lake said.
“But, over Lhe course of the last
year this man has failed to convey
his policies as well as we would
like. We want to remind [conven-
tion viewers] of the tremendous
character and resolve and integrity
that this man possesses and per-
suade people that this is a man that
they can feel comfortable with.”
To accomplish that, the Republi-
cans have picked a different theme
for each of the convention’s first
three nights. Tonight's proceed-
ings—featuring Ronald Reagan—
will stress foreign policy accom-
plishments, as well as remind peo-
ple of the party’s traditions.
‘Puesday’s emphasis is on domes-
tic policy and will feature various
governors and cabinel members.
Two future presidential prospects
are among those delivering
speeches: Housing and Urban De-
velopment Secretary Jack Kemp
and Texas Senator Phil Gramm.

‘i?ednesday is family values
night. First Lady Barbara

Bush addresses the convention,
and the Bush and Dan Quayle
families will be spotlighted on a
specially designed podium with
glass sides so that the smatl chil-
dren will be visible 1o the cameras.

Thursday night's focus will be
squarely on the GOP ticket, as Vice
President Quayle and Bush deliver
their acceptance speeches.

Contrary to those who argue
these affairs are no longer impor-
tant, Republican officials believe
political conventions have become
the key events in the general
election campaign—save for the
nationally televised debates in the
fall—because many Americans
who normally don't pay attention
to politics will be watching.

Even though TV ratings for the
conventions have been declining
since 1976, more than 30 million
Americans watched Democrat Bill
Clinton’s acceptance speech, and
millions more watched portions on
the news, heard a snippet on radio
or caught something about it on the
morning shows. Conventions, rath-
er than merely the events that take
place in the hall, are weeklong
splashes of ¢oncentrated media, in
effect taking place through the
airwaves.

This week. Republican leaders
“are going to appeal to their core
constituency, and if they can do
that they have made progress,”
said Michae] K. Deaver. Reagan's
former media adviset.

But doing this throeugh the media
has never come naturally to the
Bush Administration, Deaver said.
*“Television is an impression. Tele-
vision is feelings. That is part of
what the Bush Administration
doesn't appear to understand.”

In seeking to controt the “feel-
ing" this year. the party has strug-
gled with several potential con-
flicts.

hat will Patrick J. Buchanan
say? Last week, campaign
convention coordinator Craig Full-
er said he would be reading in

. advance the remarks of all those

speaking under the faux sandstone
arches behind the podium. Bu-
chanan promptly rebuffed him.

It now seems clear that Buchan-
an will lead the attack on the
Democrats tonight, turning his re-
markable ability for the ecutting
phrase against Bill Clinten, whom
the Republicans intend 1o depict as
untrustworthy.

What kind of family values will
the Republicans represent? That
depends on when you tune in—to
the earty show on CNN or C-
SPAN. or 10 prime-lime network
broadcasts.

On Wednesday, television evan-
gelist Pat Robertson will speak, 2
late addition to satisfy conserva-
tives. But Robertson will not be
speaking when the networks
switch to the scene in Houston
about 6 p.m, PDT. The evening
time slots will be reserved for
Marilyn Quayle, Barbara Bush and
Labor Secretary Lynn Martin. The
First Lady would prefer abortion
be left out of the party platform
and Martin is an abortion rights
advocate.

The party similarly will try 10
dispatch any differences over plat-
torm questions this aflernoon, be-
fore the first network coverage.
And while conservatives dominat-
ed the platform hearines and will

Developments at a Glance

OUSTON —An internecine battle over tax cuts threatened to

mar the opening of the Republican convention today—and
possibly derai] efforts 1o unite the party and give President Bush a
boost.

Bush dropped several hints over the weekend that he might
unveil new economic proposais in his acceptance speech Thursday
night. His secretary of housing and urban development. noted
supply-sider Jack Kemp, predicted thal the President would
announce a proposal to ¢ul income taxes.

But Senate GOP leader Bob Dole of Kansas entered the fray
Sunday, declaring that tax cuts would be "bad medicine™ for the
economy.

Alsoin today's coverage:

aCalifornia Gov. Pete Wilson, who supporis aborlion rights,
persuaded siate delegates o avoid a floor fight over the issue. The
party platform, to be adopted today. calls for a constitutional ban on
all abortions. Wilson urged his fellow Califormans to lift their gaze to
1996,

m Overzll, the platform is markedly more conservative than the
Democrats' document—and more conservative than Bush on some
issues, But he apparently is willing 1o accept the conservatives’
manifesto in the hope that they will rally to his standard. The
platform is likely 10 be signed, sealed and delivered hours before the
commercial networks start televising the convention. It's scheduled
tobe introduced at 12:44 p.m. CDT—and approved by 1:27 p.m.

u Bush's erstwhile conservative challenger, Patrick J. Buchanan,
arrived in Houston and did something completely different: He
didn't say a word to reporters, His speech tonight is scheduled for
8:55 p.m. CDT. He will endorse Bush and bash Democratic nominee
Bill Clinton—but what else he will say is a closely guarded secret.

= Bush's political benefactor, former President Ronald Reagan,
will speak afler Buchanan. But whether he can pick his former vice
president up off the political floor is problematic, "He's the past and
voters are looking to the future,” said Edward J. Rollins, Reagan's
1984 campaign manager.

» The convention will serve as a giant commercial for Bush—that
is, if everything goes according to plan. Experience, trust and
traditional values will be among the hoped-for messages. But this
year, the Republicans seem less adept than usual at getting their
theme across. The camera sight lines are jess than ideal. for example.
And, perhaps more worrisome, the party may not be able to review

all the speeches beforehand to be sure they hit the same note.

[TONIGHT'S HIGHLIGHTS .

............. 9.55-10:15p.m. EDT
................. 1020 p.m. EDT

& Patrick J. Bucharan speech .....
»Ronald Reagan speech ..........
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enjoy 2 good deal of prime-time
coverage, they are mostly shunted
to Monday and Tuesday nights. By
Wednesday and Thursday, the im-
pression left will likely be more
moderate.

These conflicts have made the
Republican message more conipli-
cated. "1 have yet to see thal they
have a clear story line,” said Wil-
liam Wheatley, Lhe executive pro-
ducer of political coverage for
NBC.

In some things. the usually well
organized Republicans seem as
masterful as ever. “They are detail
freaks.” said ABC executive pro-
ducer Jeff Gralnick. “They're like
NASA”

Although the minute-by -minute

longer.

The Republicans also will have
1wo giant video walls, compared
with the Democrats’ one.

And while Clinton’s acceptance
speech sparked some criticism for
lasting almost an hour. the Repub-
licans plan 1o be more terse in their
comments. Reagan is to speak for
30 minutes, Buchanan 20, Quayle
15 and Bush 30-all lengths that
are workabtle around commercials.
At least. thalis the plan.

But there remamn the signs of-

uncharacleristie chaos.

One key television professional
trought in 1o help crganize
the convention was shocked that
the Bush campaign seemed fuzzy
about what it wanted. Rather than

R _

‘Over the course of the last year, [Bush] has failed to
convey his policies as well as we would like. We want
to remind [convention viewers] of the tremendous
character and resolve and integrity that this man
possesses and convince people that this is a man that
they can feel comfortable with.’

JAMES LAXE
Bush campaigh communications adviser

o -

schedule that the Republicans are
famous for was not ready as early
as in past years, or as early this
time as i:2 one for the Democratic
convention, it is scripted to a fine
point. The demonstration and end-
ing applause tonight for Reagan,
{or instance, is 1o begin at 7:57 p.m.
and end al 8:07.
~The set design is “American
classic,” according to its designer.
Hollywood television veteran Rob-
ert Keene. It is dominated by red.
white and blue colors and a mas-
sive archway behind the poedium
that suggests the authority of the
incumbent party.

In the struggle to get as much

.television exposure as possible,

network officials say the party has
stacked many of the big speeches
late in the evening so that the
networks will have to run over the
11 p.m. eastern lime zone time slot
to carry them.

This will guarantee that these
evenls will be seen in prime time in
western states key 1o the Republi-

can elecloral strategy and that the
nrtwarke will orae Aam tha air

provide guidelines about what im-
age they wanted 1o capiure, cam-
paign and party officials simply
told him to look at tapes of the
1980, ‘84 and ‘88 conventions and
make whatever adjustments he
thought was necessary. He was
equally surprised when they ac-
cepted 100% of hisideas.

“They never said you need to do
this or that or this is what we are
{rying o convey.” the official said.,

Other network officials working
closely with the parly said there
seemed to be multiple layers of
bureaucracy involved this year,
some of them added in recent
weeks, which had made for a
cumbersome production process.

A sign of the less-than-expert
planning is that cne of the places
where lelevision cameras were
supposed 10 be hidden on the stage
was poorly designed. so the camer-
as had to be put out in full view.
That, in turn, partially obscures
the angles for shots of a given
speaker with the sea of delegate
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DEMOCRATS

s REPUBLICANS

OPPOSITION RECORD

“The last 12 years have been a pightmare of
Republican irresponsibility and neglecl.
America's leadership is indifferent at home and
uncertain in the world. . . . Republican
mismanagement has disarmed government asan
instrument to make our economy work and
support the people’s most basic values, needs and
hopes. The Republicans brought America a false
and fragile prosperity based on borrowing, not
income, and so will leave behind 2 mountain of
public debtand a back-breaking annual burden in
interest.”

"*T'he Democrats would revise history to
rationalize a return 10 bigger government, higher
taxes and moral relativism. . . . The Democratic
Party has forgotten its origins as a party of work,
thrift and self-reliance. But they have not
forgotten their art for dissembling and distortion.
The Democrats are trapped in their compact with
the ideology of trickle-down government, but
.they're clever enough to know that the voters
would shun them'if their true markings were
revealed.”

VISION OF THE FUTURE

“We call for 2 revolution in government—to take
power away from the entrenched bureaucracies
and narrow interests in Washington and put it
back in the hands of ordinary people. . - .To
make this revolution we seek a New Covenant 1o
repair the damaged bond between the American
people and their government that will expand
oppertunity, insist upon greater individual
responsibility in return, restore community and
ensure national security in a profoundly new era.”

“Unlike our opponents we are inspired by a
commitment to profound change. Our mission
combines timeless beliefs with a positive vision of
a vigorous America: prosperous and tolerant, just
and compassionate. . . . We believein the
traditional family values and the J udeo-Christian
heritage that informs our culture. We believe
government hasa legitimate role 1o play in our
national life, but government must never
dominate that life.”

ECONOMIC GROWTH

“The only way tolay the foundation for renewed
American prosperity is 10 spur both private and
public investment. . . . The President and
Congress should agree that savings from defense
must be reinvested productively at home. . . .
For the private sector, instead of a sweeping
capital gains windfall to the wealthy . . . we will
create an investment tax credit and a capital gains
reduction for patient investors in emerging
technologies and new business.”

“The latest Democratic scam is Lo raise taxes for
"investment' —a code word for more government
spending. A Republican Congress will foster
investment where it does the most good, by
individuals within the private sector. . . .. . -
Cangress should follow the lead of President Bush
. . .in passing the federal enterprise zone
program that will empower communities by
reducing government regulation and taxation.”

TAXES AND THE DEFICIT

“In place of the Republican supply-side disaster,
the Democratic investment, economic conversion
and growth stralegy will generate more revenues
from a growing economy. We must also tackle
spending by putting everything on the table,
eliminate non-productive programs, achieve
defense savings; reform entitlement programs 1]
control soaring health care costs, cut federat
administrative costs by 3% annually for four
years. . .apply astrict ‘pay as you go' ruleto the
new non-investment spending and make the rich
pay Lheir fair share in Laxes.. . . We will provide
long overdue tax relief to families with children.”

%, . .We will oppose any attempt to increase
taxes. Furthermore, Republicans believe that the
1axes insisted on by the Democrats in the 1990
budget agreement were recessionary . . . [and]
should ultimately be repealed. Delicits have
grown as Democratic Congresses have. . .
allowed spending to become uncontrotled, A .
Republican Congress. working with a Republican
President, will consider non-Social Security
mandatary spending portions of the federal
budget when locking for savings.”

HEALTH CARE

“All Americans should have universal access to
quality, affordable health care—not as a privilege.
butasaright. . . . We will enacta uniquely
American reform of the health care system Lo
control costs and make health care affordable;
ensure quality and choice of health care
providers; cover all Americans regardless of
pre-existing conditions; squeeze out waste,
bureaucracy and abuse; improve primary and
preventive care.”

“Republicans believe government control of
health care is irresponsible and ineffective, . . .
We endorse President Bush's comprehensive
health care plan which . . . will make health care
more affordable through tax credits and
deductions that will offset insurance costs for 83
million Americans and make health care more
accessible. . . "

AIDS

“We must be united in declaring war on AlIDS and
HIV disease . . . provide targeted and honest
prevention programs, make drug treatment
available for all addicts who seek it, guarantee
access Lo quality care, expand clinical trials for
treatments and vaccines and speed up the FDA
drug approval process.”

“We must succeed in slowing the epidemic's
spread. . . . Wemust recognize. . .hat
preventionis linked ultimately to personal
responsibility and moral behavior. We reject the
notion that the distribution of elean needles and
condoms are the solution to slopping the spread of
AIDS. Education designed to curb the spread of
this disease should stress marital fidelity.
abstinence and a drug-free lifestyle.”

CIVIL RIGHTS

“Democrats will continue to lead the fight to
ensure that no Americans suffer discrimination or
deprivaticn of rights on the basis of race, gender,
language, national origin, religion, age disability.
sexual orientation or other characteristics
irrelevant to ability. We support Lhe ratification of
the equal rights amendment. affirmative action.
stronger protection of voling rights for racial and
ethnic minorities. . .and continued resistance to
discriminatory English-only pressure groups.”

“_ . .We support the Bush Administration’s
vigarous enforcement of statutesto prevent
illegal discrimination on account of sex, race,
creed or national origin. . . . Wereject effortsto
replace equal rights with quotas or other
preferential treatment. . . . We oppose efforts by
the Democratic Party to include sexual preference
as a prolected minority receiving preferential
status under civil rights statutes.”

ABORTION

“Democrats stand behind the right of every
woman to choose, consistent with Roe vs. Wade,
regardiess of ability o pay, and supporta national
faw to protect that right. . . . The goal of our
pation must be to make abortion less necessary,
not more difficult or more dangerous.

«We believe the unborn child has a fundamental
jndividual right 1o life which cannot be

infringed. . . . We therefore reaffirm our support
for 2 human-life amendment to the

Constitution. . . . We oppose using public
revenues for abortionand. . .

THE FAMILY

“Governments don't raise children; people do.
People who bring children into this world have a
responsibility to eare for them and give them
values, motivation and discipline. Children should
not have children. We need a national crackdown
on deadbeat parents, an effective system of child
suppart enforcement nationwide and a systematic
effort 1o establish paternity for every child.”

“For more than three decades the liberal
philosophy has assaulted the {amily on every side.
Today its more vocal advocates believe children
shouid be able to sue their parents over decisions
2bout schooling, cosmetic surgery, employment
and other family matters. . . . The ultimale
agenda of conlemporary socialism [is] to liberate
youth from traditional family values by replacing
family functions with bureaucratic social
services.”

Dueling Plattorms:

i How Planks Stack Up
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THE TIMES POLL

Party Coalition May Be
Fracturing Under Bush

By RONALD BROWNSTEIN

TIMES POLITICAL WRITER

HOUSTON —President Bush
heads into the Republican Conven-
tion facing rejection by substantial
elements of the coalition that pow-
ered his party to three consecutive
presidential victories during the
1980s, The Times Poll has found.

As Republicans gather here,
Bush faces widespread defections
in three critical groups that Ronald
Reagan cemented into the GOP
coalition during the 1980s: inde-
pendents; older, culturally conser-
vative “Reagan Democrats;” and

younger, more moderate GOP par-
tisans who favor abortion rights.

Overall, the poll found Demo-
cratic presidential candidate Bill
Clinton leading Bush by a resound-
ing 56%-33% margin, with 9%
undecided; that represents a slight
widening of his lead since the end
of the Democratic Convention,
when The Times Poll showed the
Arkansas governor with a 52%-
32% advantage.

No Democrat since Jimmy Cart-
er in 1976 has held as large a lead
on the eve of the Republican
Convention as Clinton enjoys to-

Please see POLL, A5
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ing such a large advanlage over  groupis much larger than the first.
Bush stands in stark contrast 10 In the survey. for example, just
1588. when Democrat Michael S.  16% of those polled said the nation
Dukakis saw his 17-point past-  was moving “in the right direc-
convention lead cut substanlially  tion,” while 78% said things were
by the time the GOP gathered for  “seripusty off on the wrong track.”
its session in New Orleans. That stands as the most pessimistic
The-survey suggests the magni-  assessment of Lhe nation's course
tude of the task Bush faces this  during Bush's presidency; it also
week in changing voter percep-  equals the level of malaise evident
tions of his own performance. Ful-  in the last year of Carter's presi-
ly 82% of those surveyed said they  deney.
already know enough about Bush Among those who think the
1o decide whether he deserves nation is moving in the right direc-
reelection—an ominous number for  tion, Bush leads Clinton by a 62%-
a candidate trailing 5o badly. By a 319 margin. But among those
549,-42% count, those surveyed  dissatisfied with the nation’s
said it was unlikely that conditions  course, Clinton leads 63% to 26%.
in the nation weould “improve sub- Similarly 44% of those polled
stantially” if Bush was reelected:  approved of Bush’s job perform-
only 9% said such improvemenls ance as President; 52% disap-
were "very likely.” proved.
The Times Poll, supervised by Twa-thirds of those who ap-
John Brennan, surveyed 1,146 reg-  prove of Bush's job performance
istered voters from Aug. 12-14: it  favor him over Clintsn; but those
has a margin of error of plus or  who disapprove of Bush's record
minus three percentage points. prefer Clinton 85% ta 6%.
The same pattern is evident in
Since the Democratic Conven-  voters’ views on the direction of
tion, Bush and Vice President - the eccnomy. A fifth of those
Dan Quayle have intensified their  polled say the economy isonly ina
efforts 1o shift the debate to the  mild recession or not in recession
: gualifications of the Democratic  at all; nearly 60% of those voters
ticket, arguing that Clinlon is un-  back Bush.
tested and “risky"; such arguments But three out of 10 say the
are likely to be a major focus of the  country is in a moderate recession,
GOP convention this week. and they prefer Clinton by a 53%-
AL this point, volers view Clin-  36% margin. And 44% of those
ton favorably by a 57%-26%  surveyed call the recession “seri-
count. Just cne out of five say his  ous™; they provide the backbone of
views are too liberal; twice as  Clinton’s support, preferring him
many say they are “aboul right”  over Bushby 72% to 18%.
Voters give him roughly the same
marks for honesty and integrily as 11 this unhappiness at the na-
the President. and more see him, tion's economic performance
rather than Bush, as likely to  has erased the GOP's key advan-
. “bring about the changes America  tage during the 1880s: In the new
needs.” By 65% to 27%. those survey, Democratls hold a 44%-
surveyed say conditions are likely  30% lead over Republicans as the
to improve if Clinton is elected. party best able to produce prosper-
Americans also give him at least  ity; Republicans held an I18-point
as high grades on leadership as  lead on that question during the
Bush: By 55% 1o 16% volers say  lastmonthsof the 1988 campaign.
Clinton has strong qualities of Historically. Democrats have
leadership, a differential actually only won the White House when
better than Bush's 62%-33% score.  they hold a substantial lead on that
But the poll indicates that there  measure.
may be room 1o change those On that crucial question, Clin-
glowing perceptions: 53% of those  ton's lead over Bush is even great-
polled say they still need to know  er: Asked who would do a better
- more about Clinton to decide  “job promoting economic prosperi-
. - . " whether he could be a good Presi-  ty” volers picked the challenger
. . - dent; 51% of his supporters share  over the President by 56% to 26%.
that view. And 44% say theyaren’t  Nearly three ocut of five of those
sure whether Clinton would dis- surveyed said Bush deserves a -
play good judgment in a crisis. good amount or great deal of blame .
Even so, the poll sirongly sug-  for the nation's econcmic prob-
gests that, al this point, the race is  lems—a slightly higher percentage
still primarily a referendum on  than those who blamed the Demo-
. Bush's performance and the na-  cratic Congress.
) - ton'sdirection—and voters remain With this widespread economic
extremely unhappy with both. discontent acting as the hammer,
For Bush, the equation is brutal-  the poll shows severe cracks open-
ly simple. Most of those satisfied  ing in the modern Republican
with his performance and the presidential coalition first assem-
country’s direction are voting for  bled by Richard M. Nixon in 1968,
him. most of thase dissatisfied with  then reaffirmed by Reagan in 1980
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Iracking the Bush-Clinton Divide

Bill Clinton continues to lead President Bush by 23 points if the
Presidential election were held today.

1. If the presidential elaction were today, for whom would you vots,

WASL

.

care for most Americans

Goorge Bush or BA Clinton?
CLINTON BUSH ey
50
—
30 N —
20
2/3/92 3/29/92 7/9/52 T/AA2 B/14/92
2. Who do you think would do the better lob on:
Clirton Bush
Promoting economic prosperity 56% C 26%
Handgling foreign affairs 22% 61%
Halding gown taxes 36% 34%
Providing affordable heaith 82% 16%

3, Wil Clinton's or Bush's viows on abortion make you mone of kas
Hkoly to vote for him In Novamber, or will it have no effact on your vote?
{respondents answered for both candidates)

4. How much do you blame Democrats in Congmes or Gaorge Bush for
sconomic prodlems this country frces today?

DEMOCRATS ) susH I

Good amount

s

Great 0ot m—— 2

Nottoomuech (————  — — ————"132%

Source: Los Angeles Trmes Poll taken Aug, 12-14 of 1,348 registerod Votera. Macgin of

ooe is plus of minus Dwoe pErCertegs poit!

3%
3%

1%
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sion, by Bush in 1988,

At this point, Bush faces sub-
gtantial defections from at least
three critical groups, whose inter-
ests in many cases diverge. The
difficulty of balancing their com-
peting interests is probably one
reason for the mixed signals ema-
nating from the White House this
past week on divisive socia) issues
such as abortion and gay rights—
with the President and First Lady
Barbara Bush sending signals of
tolerance in interviews even as the
GOP approved a platform express-
ing hard-line sentiments on both
questions.

Among the key groups Bush
must reclaim to climb back into the

Lo Angeles Times

race:

Clinton Republicans: Four years
ago, Bush carried 92% of Republi-
cans. At this point, the President
leads Clinton among self-identified
Republicans by a margin of only
67% .to 25%. (By contrast, Demo-
crats favor Clinton by 85% to 6% ).

Bush’s numbers among GOP
partisans almost certainly will im-
prove after the convention. But he
may face an uphill climb recaptur-
ing enough of the Clinton Republi-
cans—who conslitute about 8% of
the overall electorate—to unify the
party as completely as he did four
years ago.

Who are the Clinton Republi-
cans? «Compared to Republicans

Lo b Jiligg, MR oo v v v
male and affluent; above all, they
are almost Lwice as likely as other
Republicans to describe them-
selves as liberal or moderate.

On abortion, they present a stark
contrast with the rest of the GOP.
Clinton' Republicans are much
more supportive of legalized abor-
tion than other Republicans—or
for that matter, the population as a
whole,

Qverall, Americans favor the
Roe vs. Wade decision guarantee-
ing legal access o abortion by 58%
to 25%. Clinton Republicans sup-
port legalized abortion by more
than 10 to 1; the rest of the GOP
cpposes legalized abortion by a
4795-39% count.

Bush's decision 1o raise taxes is
also hurting him with these
voters: More than a third say they
are more likely to vote against him
because he reversed his "no new
taxes” pledge.

But for these Republicans, like
most voters, the principal gripe
with the President is his handling
of the economy: Asked in an open-
ended question why they don't like
Bush, nearly a third cited the weak
economy, far more than chose any
other factor.

Reagan Democrats: In 1988,
Bush carried nearly hall of the
Democrats who had voted for Rea-
gan in 1984—a group that repre-
sented about one ow of eight
volers overall.

Now Bush faces overwhelming
rejection from the so-called Rea-
gan Democrats. In the survey,
Demoecrats who voted for Reagan
preferred Clinton over Bush by
T3% to 16%.

As Reagan did, Bush has tried to
appeal 10 these Reagan Demo-
crats—who aré culturally conser-
vative, older and often Catholic--
by stressing divisive social issues
such as school prayer, abortion,
wellare reform and the distribution
of condoms in schools.

Al the moment, it's doing him
little goed: Democrats who oppose
legalized abortion are still backing

_ Clinton—an abortion rights advo-

cate—at a rate of almest seven to
one.

Moreover, moderate and conser-
vative Democrats prefer Clinton
over Bush by almost nihe to one.

During the Democratic prima-
ries, Catholics displayed clear res-
ervations about Clinton, a

" Southern Baptist. But for now they
.- have moved strongly toward him:
- Clinton leads Bush among Catho-

lics by 62% 1o 27%. Four years
ago. Bush carried hall of Catho-

* lies—which helped him win key

battleground states such as Penn-
sylvania, Illinois and Michigan.
What's driving the Reagan
Democrats back toward the party
they abandoned? Three factors ap-
pear 10 stand out. One i enormous

dimes

(YRR WA 0 P n\'quU_ UL ULy JEC
even more pessimistic than voters
overall, with [ully 86% of them
considering the nation on the
wrong track. Reagan Democrats
are more likely than other voters
to blame Bush for the economy's
problems; and more than 7 in 10
say Clinton would do a better job
than Bush at producing prosperity.
Second is anger at Bush for
raising taxes: 46% of Reagan Dem-
ocrats say the tax hike makes them
more likely to vote against him. By
a 529 -20% margin, these voters
say Clinton would do a better job of
“holding down taxes” than Bush.
Finally, Reagan Democrats are
more likely than other voters to
see Bush as oul of touch with the
concerns of average Americans.
Nationally, 37% of those surveyed
said Bush “cares about the prob-
lems of average Americans” a good
amount or a great deal; just 26% of
Reagan Democrats felt that way.
On one tangible measure of em-
pathy, Reagan Democrats by T8%
to 8% say Clinton is more likely
than Bush to provide Americans
with affordable health care; with
all voters, the Democrat led 62% w0
16% on that question.
Independents: In each of the past
two e¢lections, Republicans have
carried at Jeast 55% of independ-
ents, roughly a third of the elector-

ate.

Now, though, Bush is lagging—
though his problems don't appear
nearly as severe as among Reagan
Democrats. Independents faver
Clinton over Bush 49% 10 39%.

On most questions, they mirror
the electorate overall, but the pall
suggests greater opportunity for
Bush here than among some other
disaffected groups. In contrast to
the population overall, independ-
ents are almost evenly split be-
tween Republicans and Democrats
on the question of which party can
better ensure prosperity—suggest-
ing lingering doubts about the
Democrats’ economic stewardship.

O n other questions, the poll
suggests that Bush's strongest
suit—his record in fereign pelicy—
is doing little 10 offset voter unhap-
piness with his domesti¢ record. By
a 61%-22% margin voters still
believe he would do a better job of
handling foreign peliey than Clin-
ton. And they give him a 62%-32%
positive grade on his foreign policy
performance. .

But, despite the end of the Cold
War, Americans hold an equivocal
view on whether Bush's policies
has “made the world a safer place™:
47% say yes and 42% say no. More
strikingly, by 48% 10 43% they say
they do not consider the Gulf War
a success, And in any case, just 5%
of ‘r.hose surveyed cited foreign
policy as an issue they wanted to
hear the candidates address.
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Platform in Clear Contrast
to Rival Democrats’ Policies

= Positions: The GOP’s
manifesto is much longer.
And it misses no
opportunity to quarrel
with the opposition on a
wide range of issues.

By ROBERT SHOGAN
TIMES POLITICAL WRITER

HOUSTON—The 1992 platform
to be presented today at the Re-
publican convention not only con-
trasts the party’s bedrock beliefs
with those espoused by the Demo-
crats, it also illustrates the funda-
mental realities governing the
campaign strategies of the rival
candidates.

Secking o find their way to that
proverbial promised land, the po-
litical mainstream, platform draft-
ers for Democratic standard-bear-
er Bill Clinton sought to gloss over
some of their party's traditional
liberalism and present themselves
as apostles of moderation. To some
extent, they viewed the drafting of
their 1992 platform as an exercise
in damage control.

But they still left the Republi-
cans plenty of room for disa-
greement and debate. Bush strate-
gists see their platform, expected 1o
be swiftly approved at today's
opening convention session, as a
weapon that can be used to bludg-
eon the Democrats and inspire
support from conservatives who
are only mildly enthusiastic about
Bush's candidacy.

The GOP manifesto is about
three times longer and far more
detailed than the Democratic docu-
ment. And it misses no opportunity
to quarrel with the Democrats on a
whole range of issues, from gay
rights and tax hikes lo defense
spending and trade negotiations.

The fundamental indictment
that runs through the six sections

- and 95 pages of the GOP platform is

that the Democrats are only mas-
querading as agents of moderate
change. Underneath this vote-get-
ting facade, it suggests, the Demo-
crats still adhere o their flawed
tendencies of the past—excessive
spandirg, burd:nseme taxatior,
disregard for individual rights and
private enterprise and softness on
national defense.

he hope of the Bush strategists
is that their platform’s strident
tone and aggressive positions will
help rally the GOP’s activist con-
gervative cadre to support their
beleaguered President. That is
why they agreed to accept plat-
form planks that in some cases go
further to the right than Bush
himself.
On abortion, for example, the
Republican platform’s cpposition 1o

" ' = woman's_right to terminate a

Reuters

Texas Treasurer Kay Bailey Hutchison, who is the temporary ¢hair-
woman of the Republican National Convention, takes a fook at the
lectem on the last day before the party gathering begins in Houston.

pregnancy is absolute and unyield-
ing. Bush himself is on record as
favoring a constitutional amend-
ment that would ban abortion in
general, but would allow excep-
tions in cases of rape and incest.

But conservative strategists say .

that Bush had no choice but to go
along with the platform’s hard-line
positions because he desperatety
needs all the right-wing help he
can get.

“Bush has done so much to make
conservatives angry that he has to
fiud any way that he can Lo atone,”
said David Keene, chairman of the
American Conservative Union and
political director of Bush's first
presidential campaign in 1980.

High on the conservative griev-
ance list is Bush's 1990 decision to
approve a lax increase.

The Democratic platform, by
contrast, js a relatively bland docu-
ment.

Clinton was able to gain approv-
al for this approach because of Lhe
pragmatic mood among party lib-
erals, who were more interested in

winning back middle-class voters
that in getting planks expounding

on their favorite causes.

Conservatives acknowledge that
the Democratic platform has an
uncharacteristically moderate
tone. “The preamble sounds like a
Pat Buchanan speech,” said Terry
Jeffrey, policy director of conser-
vative columnist Buchanan's un-
successful chailenge to Bush's re-
nomination. .

But conservatives contend that
the Democratic platform still offers
plenty of evidence that deep down,
Democrats really haven't changed
much. For example, Jeffrey called
the Democratic civil rights plank,
which vows to fight against dis-
crimination on grounds of sexual
preference, as well as race, gender
and religion, “an outrage.”

Former Houston Mayor Kathryn
‘Whitmire thinks that the GOP may
be on the winning side on some of
these social issues, recalling a furor
raised here in 1985 over a city
council ban on diserimination
against gays that ultimately was
overturned in a referendum.

But she thinks the Democrats

may come out ahead on another
so-called social issue. gun conurol.
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ON THE WORLD
‘Illegals’ in
Jail: Dual Slap

to Taxpayer

At least 11% of Los Angeles
County’s inmates are
deportable. Border security
clearly needs beefing up.

By ELTON GALLEGLY

Supporters of unchecked illegal

immigration are in a bit of & bind.

To use an old newspaper line, it
seems that the facts have gotten in
the way of a good story.

The good story, to these people, is
that the millions upon millions of
illegal aliens—or undocumented im-
migrants, as their supporters call
them—are an unmitigated blessing
for our region and our country.

The facls are more sobering.

A study by Los Angeles County, - |

endersed by a unanimous vote of the
Board of Supervisors, shows that a
sizable number of the estimated 3
million illegal aliens in Southern Cali-
fornia are criminals, many of whom
prey on the poor and disadvantaged,
citizen and non-citizen alike.

This study found that, at a mini-
mum, 1% of the criminals in the Los
Angeles County jail system are de-
portable aliens, and that processing,
trying and incarcerating them costs
the taxpayers at least $75.1 million a
year. Actually, the cost is far higher,
because the study didn't take into
account enforeement costs for any of
the county's city police departments,
or for misdemeanor prosecutions by
city attorneys.

As shocking as this cost is, even
more disturbing is the fact that many
of these criminal aliens, removed to
their native countries by the Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service,
quickly return to the United Statles
and as quickly return to their lives of
crime.

The study tracked for one year
1,875 deportable aliens who had been
identified during a May, 1990, study of
the County Jail population. Although
more than half were returned to their
pative countries, either voluntarily or
through formal deportation, 41% of of
the 1,875 being tracked were rear-
rested during the 12 months following
their release from jail. In fact, those
772 defendants were arrested a total
of 1,522 times during the 12 months.
In all, the researchers learned, these
deportable aliens had been arrested
almost 11,000 times~—some as far back
as 1958,

Once again, it is clear that virtually
unchecked illegal immigration is a
erisis, and the crisis is getting worse.

Tragically, the problem is that the
INS doesn't have the manpower to
control the border. In addition, we
keep providing incentives for people
from other countries to come here
illeg?lly.

ut there is a solution.

R I First, of course, we must increase
the size of the Border Patral. I have
introduced two bills that would nearly
double the number of agents in the
field, one of which is targeted at
recruiting already trained military
personnel who are caught in the
armed forces' downsizing.

Wae also must enforce our existing
laws against hiring illegal aliens. Too
many employers are flouting the law
in order to hire illegals at absurdly
low wages, thus depriving citizens
and legal residents of jobs. In addition,
well-made counterfeit “green cards”
and other documents are too easily
available, making it hard for employ-
ers who seek Lo abide by the law to
ensure that their employees are le-
gally eligible to work. That's why 1
have introduced legisiation to provide
for state-of-the-art Social Security
cards and to require all non-citizen
legal residents 10 have tamper-resist-
ant “green cards.”

Further, to reduce the incentives
for illegal immigration, 1 have intro-
duced legislation to prohibit illegal
aliens from recejving welfare or other
federa) benefits, and to deny federal
funds 10 jurisdictions that allow ille-
gals 1o vote, as has been proposed for
the Los Angeles school district.

We also must remove the ultimate
incentive—guaranteed birthright citi-
zenship for the children of illegal
aliens. My legislation would simply
bring our laws into line with virtually
every other nation by reguiring at
least one parent 10 be a citizen or jegal
resident in order for a child to become
a citizen automatically. ’

Finally we must support efforts to
help poor nations improve their own
economies, which will reduce the
number of people seeking 1o come
here illegally.

Clearly, not all of the estimated 3.5
million peopl¢ who will enter our
nation illegally this year are hardened
criminals. But if more evidence is
needed tha: we must begin now 1o

regain control over our borders, this "'

study of the criminal element among
them is surely it.

Elton Gallegly is a Republican mem-
ber of Congress representing the north-
western San Fernando Valley and adja-
cen{ parts of Vem_tira County.
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To Win, Bush
Must Stop
Being Himself

m ‘Public service’ isn’t a good
enough reason to reelect him; he
has to say what he cares about.

n 1961, as liberals celebrated the early

days of the Kennedy presidency, a small
group of conservatives met in Chicago to
pilot their rise from the political ashes. In
1980, they celebrated over the election of
Ronald Reagan, who enjoyed the most
successful two-term presidency since
Eisenhower's. Reagan's most important
legacy was another conservative Presi-
dent, George Bush, but this summer,
conservatives have been anguished at the
prospect of a second Bush term.

Is Bush that bad? Bush did evict Irag
from Kuwait (something Reagan might
not have done), and in respect to judicial
appointments he has been Reagan's equal,
naming judges comimitted to judicial re-
straint. And in a key if overlooked re-
spect—the preservation of the presidency
itself—Bush has definitely proved better
than Reagan.

Refusing to assert and defend presiden-
tial prerogatives on a consistent basis,
Reagan left to Bush a weakened office. To
his credit, Bush, among other things, has
used his veto power to block congressional
advances on executive turf. For example,
‘Bush’s threat to veto the independent
counsel reauthorization (Reagan twice de-
clined 10 reject such.a measure) appears 1o
have ended that ill-conceived law, due to
expire in December.

Elections are not typically decided, how-
ever, on how well or poorly a President
does in naming judges or preserving the
presidency. And it will be irenic indeed if
the beneficiary of Bush’s efforts to
strengthen the office is his challenger. The
main reason for conservative.discontent—
and in part for Bush’s low approval ratings
today—lies in his weak engagement in
domestic politics.

In 1881, Reagan advanced a comprehen-
sive program that called for reductions in
taxes, spending, regulation and the growth
of money and the enhancement of the
states and the private sector. While Rea-
gan enjoyed his greatest success in 1981,
throughout his presidency he pushed for
his programs and, just as important, articu-
lated the principles behind them.

Reagan thus established with the public
a substantial political identity that proved
resistant to change, evein when he accept-
ed measures (such as tax increases) that
compromised his principles. Reagan’s
political identity helped win him reelection
and sustained his presidency through its

. worst periods. By contrast, Bush has

danced like a firefly from this domestic
program to thati—when he has had pro-
grams—and his arguments have often

{GTON EDITION |
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‘Bush . . .seems to disdain
the task of democratic
persuasion, and thus the need
to win consent.’
I

been feeble and only casually advanced.

The most charitzble explanation for
Bush’s weak performance is that, unlike
Reagan. who enjoyed a Republican Senate
for six years, Bush has faced two heavily
Democratic houses of Congress and for that
reason has conserved his strength for
labors abroad. But Bush also appears to
have little interest in economic and domes-
tic policy and, worse, seems lo disdain the
task of democratic persuasion, and thus the
need to win consent.

Conservatives who had hoped to ad-
vance their policies are astonished that
Reagan's chief legacy seems so removed
g‘rom the fray and so amdous to take byes
instead of engaging important debates. But
what conservatives lament is also what is
purtin_g Bush politically: It is unclear what
in politics he really cares about, save for
“public service,” his reason for being
President and, so far, for being reelected.

At this date the polls (which show Bill
Clinton leading by 20 percentage points)
are not accurate predictors. Bush can still
win. But for him to win, he cannot put his
faith in the GOP's strength in the elector-
ate as a presidential party. He will also
have to recognize that a certain amount of
persuasion occurs in a campaign, and that
to be persuasive he will have toargue asa
conservative the strongest case possible
for his domestic and economic policies.

The hard part {and the best case for him
to retire after one term) is that this will
require Bush to quit being himself. That is
a tal! order for anyone in any line of work.
But Bush did say, in his January interview
with David Frost, that he would do what-
ever it takes to be reelected.  °

Should the President now spend three
months making the best arguments he
can—on economics, school choice and
health care; on civil justice, entitlement
and welfare reform, and on Congress—he
just might win in November. Equally
important, his mind would become focused
and disciplined in the ways it must be if he
aspires to be what in key respects he has
not been—a stronger, more successful,
conservative President.

Terry Eestland, a fellow at the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, is the
author of “Energy in the Erzecutive: The
Cese for the Strong Presidency,” published
this month by the Free Press.

Paul Conrad is on vacation.
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PERSPECTIVE ON FOREIGN POLICY

We Didn’t Win the Cold War

. . organizations were caught off
This boast insults the guard when the Berlin Wall
masses of peo collapsed and country after

. of p_le who country rejected Marxist-
risked everything to turn Leninist ideology for their
their countries toward own idea of democracy and a

rmarket economy.
democracy. " In more than 100 interviews

over a two-year period with
By EVERETTE E. DENNIS chiefs of state (among them

on, it is that “we won the Cold War.”

Unexamined and unchallenged, this
simplistic notion is a reminder that we
have not come so far in internaticnat
relations and foreign policy. While it
sounds reasonable at first—because de-
mocracy seems to be the preferred
system for most of our ex-adversaries in
Eastern Europe and the former Soviet
Union—the claim is'presumptuous, eth-
nocentric and insulting to the people and
places it describes.

In visits across several countries of
Eastern Europe, the Balkans and the
Commonwealth of Independent States, I
have not yet found a local person who
thinks that America or the West gener-
ally won the Cold War. Knowledgeable
people do credit the ideals of American
democracy as one factor contributing to
the end of the Cold War, as well as the
arms race’s hastening the collapse of the
Soviet Union. But they think that they
themselves had more to do with the
geveral revolutions and reforms that
have swept the region since 1989.

The expressions of gratitude to the
West by Vaclav Havel, Lech Walesa
and other leaders were more in anticipa-
tion of help than repayment for our
vigorous and steadfast support. In fact, it

I f there is one thing Americans agree

could be argued that we did very little; |

very late, From the Hungarian revolu-
tion of 1956 to the Prague Spring of 1968
and the rise of Solidarity in Poland, the
West was quite cautious—anything but
a mighty contributor to the end of
totalitarian rule. Indeed, our intelligence

Havel and Walesa), journal-
ists, intellectuals and ordinary citizens, I
came to appreciate and respect the
degree of suffering endured—{rom hard
time in prison to psychological intimida-
tion. These risk-takers, who put their
own lives and their families’ futures on
the line, deserve more than our self-
congratulatory political rhetoric. We
should not confuse their admiration for
our democratic ideals and our concepts
of freedom of expression with their own
self-determination.

No mistake about it, we are held in
esteem. I heard leaders quote Jefferson
and Lincoln and was touched by taxi
drivers who wanted to be sure I noticed
the American flag on their dashboard.
There is widespread support for press
freedom and a penchant for capitalism
and popular democracy. But in the end,
the people who rejected communism
want to claim credit for their own
victory rather than attribute their suc-
cess to others.

The idea that we won the Cold
War—even when we include its benefi-
ciaries in the “we" —is paternalistic and
self-serving. In time, it will do damage
to our present good relations, especially
if American and other Western support
for still-floundering countries isn’t more
significant than it has been to date.

Allowing this slogan to permeate our

national discourse is delusional. We once

saw these countries as a grim, gray blog;
now they are happy and industrious
democracies dedicated to market econo-
mies—both views are vast over-simpli-
fications and just plain wrong.

Seeing the several, quite different,
countries of the old Eastern bloc as one
entity distorts reality in another way.
Few of the governments in the region
are truly stable, and not all are led by
people we'd regard as fully democra-
tized. The former communists may be
out of sight at the moment, but they are
very much on the scene and hoping that
the new governments will fail, reviving
support for their own greater involve-
ment, if not their return to power. By
the same token, the so-called new
market economies are not necessarily
new, but actually the vestiges of the old
command system of government control
and enterprise, lumbering slowly toward

.change. The emerging free press of the

region is similarly unstable, with many
publications being established, then dy-
ing because of financial malnutrition or
lack of suppert.

Beyond Eastern Europe and the Com-
monwealth of Independent States,
the notion that communism is dead and
that the Cold War is over ignores China,
North Korea and other countries where
our ideas are certainly not universally
admired or emulated—at least not yet.

Leaders eager to claim the spoils of
vietory in the post-Cold War period may
have short-term satisfaction as they
make long-term enemies who will
rightly resent such ethnocentric arro-
gance. We need more sensitive language
that appropriately gives credit to
the long-suffering, highly intelligent
and courageous people of Eastern Eu-
rope and the Commenwealth of Inde-
pendent States, who were and are
stewards of their own destiny. We need
to end our self-congratulatory orgy and
assist more vigorously in their transi-
tion.

Everette E. Dennis is executive direclor
of the Freedom Forum Media Studies
Center at Columbin University and the
co-author of “Beyond the Cold War”
(Sage, 1951).
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Embargo May Be Lifted Even
Without President’s Return

. By KENNETH FREED

TIMES STAFF WRITER

ORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti—The

Organization of American States,
quietly backed by the United States, is
offering to ease, if not to lift the
international - embargo against Haiti's
renegade regime without assurances
that the nation’s ousted president will

be restored to office, diplomatic and

Haitian officials say.

The OAS plan to modify the embargo
will be outlined next week when Joao
Baena Soares, the agency's secretary
general, and U.N. officials arrive here
for talks to end the crisis that erupted
after the Sept. 30 military overthrow of
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, Hai-
ti's first democratically elected chief of
state,

The shift away from what was called
a toral embargo is being offered even
though diplomats and Haitian experts
say OAS and American officials know
such a change will not bring ‘Aristide
back from exile.

“I don’t sense any
willingness by either
the military nor Ar-
istide’s people to
back away,” one Eu-
ropean diplomat said,
a sentiment echoed
by Aristide advisers
and military leaders.
“Lifting the embargo
won't bring back Ar-
istide, and I don't
think it will scare
Aristide into relent-
ing, either.”

Over the 10:
months of crisis, the
army and its civilian
front-governments
have sabotaged all

upheld earlier this month when Brig.
Gen. Raoul Cedras, army commander
in chief and coup leader, told Radio
Canada that, while he could accept
democracy in Haiti, Aristide can never
return as president. Still, OAS and
other diplomatic and business sources
say, Baena Soares will propose relaxing
the boycott in selected sectors such as
private consumer goods and some pe-
troleum products.

In reality, the United States on its
own has quietly been redefining the list
of banned goods to permit several
previously outlawed items, including
propane and some industrial raw mate-
rials.

Beyond ‘these measures, there has
been a not-so-subtle shift in private
descriptions by American officials
about what should be expected of Haiti
regarding democracy. In contrast with
public demands that nothing short of
Aristide's return is acceptable to the
Bush Administration, the thinking pri-
vately appears to be that it is not
America's role to re-create a U.S.-style
democracy in Haiti,
and it is futile to
expect Haiti, over-
night, to develop a
system that is free of
corruption, violence
and autocracy.

For such reasons

themselves f{rom
what is seen as a
no-win situation, the
0OAS and United
States will settle for
what one source de-
seribed as “vague as-
surances from the
government” that
negotiations will
continue on Aris-
tide's future.

negotiated efforts on &
a possible formula to

restore Aristide, Jean-Bertrand Aristide

even if he accepted,
as he has said he would, less authority
over the government. For his part,
Aristide has refused to meet with
current government leaders. He has
demanded that the embargo go on,
despite growing international convic-
tion that it does more harm than good.
The military’s hard-line position was

Agence France-Presse The military-
backed de facto gov-
. ernment of Prime
Minister Marc Bazin will be asked 0
permit the stationing of U.N. observers
to monitor the human righits situation.
At the same timne, increased Ameri-
can pressure is being applied to Aris-
tide to drop his refusal to deal with

Bazin or face the withdrawal of Ameri-’

can support of the embargo.

and to simply extract’

-
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Today's debate is on AIR STRIKES IN IRAQ
and whether the United States should bomb now.

Keep pressing Saddam;
don’t rush into bombing

% The U.S. shouldn’t
DUB VIEW blast at Saddam —
however tempting a target — until
other nations alsc have taken aim.

Saddam Hussein has balked eight
times now at scrapping his weapons of
mass destruction — part of the deal he
made to end the Persian Gulf war.

He also has ignored U.N. mandates to
pay war reparations, refused to renew a
U.N. humanitarian aid pact and rejected
the U.N.~drawn border with Kuwait.

The only lesson this brutal little tyrant
seems to have extracted from the war is
that he can thumb his nose at the world
and live to scheme again — an amo-
gance that offends any hope of peace.

But reports that U.S. warplanes might
conduct U.N.-ordered strikes this week
against Iraq for blocking arms inspec-
tions are unsettling That's the right
move, but it comes at the wrong time.

For the U.N;, for U.S. voters and es-
pecially for President Bush, military ac-
tion now hardly could be more inoppor-
tune. Republicans meet in Houston this
week to renominate Bush, who trails in
the polls. His popularity is down mark-
edly — especially compared with his re-

m It's high time
OPPOSING VIEW to strike mili-

tary blows to bring Iraq back to
reality and end Saddam’s regime.

This past year, weak U.S. and U.N.
policies toward Iraq encouraged Sad-
dam Hussein’s hallucination that he
won the gulf war. The
nadir of this Western
failure of nerve was
reached earlier this
summer when the
confrontation at the
agriculture ministry
was resolved in such
craven fashion that
Saddam could fairly By Hamy

claim to his people he gggg%gfe'.a,q_v"
had won. writer who was

The first and most for29 years a
immediate require- ﬂgmb‘%’rﬁfrggs
ment of a sound poli-  ggjitorial board.
cy toward Iraq is to
remind all concerned, primarily Sad-
dam and his people, that it was the allies
under U.S. leadership who won the war.
The Iragis must be shown unmistakably
that they can emerge from their present

cord postwar approval ratings.

Sunday, Bush angrily denied politics

would drive any air strike. He has told
USA TODAY, “I don’t see any winning
politics in a decision to put some son or
daughter into harm’s way.”

That should be obvious. But the alter-
native is so appalling — and the timing
so unfortunate — that Bush’s state-
ments are needed reassurance.

Also needed: restraint by voters. In
fairness, they should withhold any judg-
ment of Bush’s actions or motives until
this latest Mideast drama plays out.

Bush and the U.N., meanwhile, both
would do well to reconsider what might
be lost by renewing hostilities this week.

As Bush acknowledges, the war effort
worked in good part because it had

broad international backing. Thereisno |,

evidence renewed hostilities would en-
joy such support. In fact, they would be
seen by many as U.S. imperialism.

That's a fatal flaw; it would only
weaken support for the U.N.

Saddam must be brought to heel, but
not in a way that takes a bite out of the
U.N.’s ability to keep peace.

» Iraq report, 1A

| Act now against Saddam

woes only by overthrowing their egoma-
niacal dictator and inaugurating a new
regime committed to a policy of perma-
nent peace. .

The needed reminder can only be de-
livered by a devastating military attack
on objectives within Iraq, and preferably
within Baghdad. Those objectives can

be government ‘ministries, probably :

connected with Iraqi nuclear and other
unconventional arms, or the rebuilt
Iraqi electric power and communica-
tions networks.

Such attacks will cost lives, perhaps
even including lives of some U.S. air-
men. But these costs are the inevitable
price that must be paid for the long se-
ries of errors that permitted Saddam to
mock and violate with impunity the
cease-fire terms he accepted a year and a
half ago. .

The extent of this mockery and self-
deception is evidenced by the recent

Iragi newspaper articles reiterating that |-
Kuwait is indeed the 19th departmentof | - .-

Iraq and will have to accept that fact.
It is high time — if not past time — to

strike military blows to bring Iraq back

to reality, thus to end Saddam’s regime.
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As Reagan returns to the GOP spotlight in Houston

tonight, it’s clear his presi
and contributed immeasura

Haynes Johnson, the esteemed
Washington Post columnist, entitled
his' chronicle of the Reagan presi-
dency Sleepwalking Through Histo-
ry. But no oae who viewed the Rea-
£AD years as a period of dormancy
could have been fully awake.
~ Reagan borrowed heavily from
Franklin Roosevelt, his political idol,
campaigning in 1980 (as FDR had in
*32) on a conservative platform, then
hedging once in
office (as did Roo-
sevelt) while stick-
ing with the rheto-
ric. Like FDR, be
could deflect criti-
cism through
sheer personality,
and he had the
knack of smiling
down the gloomy
Jeremiahs and
Yifting spirits.

Reagan disap-
pointed the true
believers who
dreamed of a “Reagan revolution”
dismantling the vast apparatus of the
New Deal and the Great Society. If
he ever shared their ambition, the
awesomeness of the task must have
sapped his zeal; the bureaucracy was
left cubstantially intact. Excluding
transfer payments, government
spending as a percentage of gross na-
tional product rese substantially.

Taxes rose as'well. The 1981 tax
cut, which got the economy in pear,
was followed by massive, tax in
ereases in 82 and '84, along with siz-
able enlargements.of the Soclal Se-
curity take. This tax bite, along with
steadily accumplating debt, would
drag the economy 10 2 halt, but not
before he was safely-out of office:

1n his 1981 inaugural, he decried
deficits and vowed to balance the
‘budget within three years — & prof-
ise soon forgotten. By the end of his
second term, the “supply-side” tax
schemes were in tattersand the debt,
which had riearly tripled under his

was accelerating at an as-

By William P.

Cheshire, eélé—
tor ofp%gl:-Aﬁ-
zona Republic.

tu
* tounding $12 billion a month.

Yet despite the tax burden and
growing tolerance of federal extrav-

dency boosted prosperity
hly to world peace.

agances, the economy prospered, ex-
periencing the longest period of sus-
tained growth in the nation’s history.

This was._not paper prosperity. It
generated $30 trillion in goods and
services and 18.7 million new jobs..
Nor were the newly employed just
fipping-burgers. From 1982 to 1988,
the number of minimum-wage jobs
declined by 25%, whereas jobs pay-
ing at least $10 an hour rose by 67%.

Jimmy Carter, who'd given rise to
the “misery index,” had failed away
at “national mataise.” Reagan, bor-
rowing again {from FDR, preached
the gospel of prosperity and growth,
inspiring confidence among consum-
ers and investors alike.

Given the realism of Mikhall Gor-
backev, perhaps any president could
have achieved the historic nuclear

.armis-reduction treaty. In fact, it was

thé hard-line scourge of the “evil em-
pire”-who did. Precisely to what ex-
tent his firmness on defense contrib-
uted to the Kremlin's despair of ever
matching Western technology, we
may never know. Bul together with
Gorbachev's diminished apprehen-
sions about a maniacal. US. super-
power — fears that must have wilted
in the presence of the affable US.
presideit — this despair gave risé {0
a new reasopableness in Moscow,
with historic consequences.

Reagan was not FDR (not even a
Democrat!) and it is common for his
achievements to be disparaged or as-
cribed to the inevitable march of his-
tory. He deserves befter. Jack Ken-
nedy, in a much-acclaimed fiourish,
declared, “Ich bin ein Berliner.” Ron-
ald Reagan, ina challenge all but for-
goiten, demanded, “Tear down the
walll” He was not Joshua; he-did'not
single-handedly compel the Soviet
empire to dissolve. Yet it is mere
partisanship to assert that his unre-
lenting resistance to Soviet tyranny
and his reasonable concessions at
the crucial hour were without effect,

Like all successful leaders, Rea-
gan had a vision. This vision was im-
perfect and never {ully realized but,
for a time, it boosted national pros-

jty and contributed immeasur-
ably 1o the peace of the world.

" 4

Was President Reagan

YES

We’re just beginning to confront the problems at

home and abroad left by Reagan’s eight-year tenure.
Feel-good politics masks how bad things really are.

It's become almost commonplace
to note that Jimmy Carter, who left
office to a chorus of boos, looks bet-
ter and better, while Ronald Reagan,
who left with the highest approval
ratings of any president In history,
has come to look worse and worse. It
has taken this much time to realize
‘how much damage the Reagan lega-
cy bequedthed to the country.

Domestically, he promised to bal-
ance the budget
by 1985 and, in-
stead, presided
over the tripling of
the debt accumu-
lated by all the
previous presi-
dents. His supply-
side tax-cutting
policies left the
country in a fiscal
straitjacket, un-
able to cope with
its physicel and so-
cial needs and
forcing govern-
ment into corrcsive battles over
budget priorities.

He cut back on revenue sharing
with the states and loaded more
tasks on the states. This may have
made the federal bottorm line look
less abysmal, ‘but it helped plunge
the states and cities into fiscat cri
Does Reagan ever reflect, 1 wonder,
on the connection between the cur-
rent budget rigor mortis in his state
of California and the tax revolt that
he championed and rode to the

By Daniel
Schayr, senior
news ;
for National
Public Radio.

‘White House?

His deregulatory policies set the
stage for the savings and loan scan-
dal, the most expensive in history,
and for retreat on the environmental
front. His cheerful permissiveness of
ethical laxity and his conmtemnpt for
the government he headed spawned
scandals that embroiled White
House aides and Cabinet members.
And it helped set the tone for a creed
of greed on Wall Street.

His policies left rich Americans
richer and. poor Americans poorer,
swelllng the welfare rolls he de-
spised and making problems of

- homelessness and adversity less

manageable than they had been. He
never seemed to grasp the reality of
unanticipated threats o America's
well-being, like the scourge of AIDS.
_In foreign policy, America’s role
in the world fell victim to Reagan's
simplistic jdeas. One was his obses-
sion with the communist “evil em-
-pire,” which led the nation into pro-
digious military spending and a
search for faniasy weapons of abso-
lute impregnability, like the “star
wars” anti-nissile defense, Another
was his movieland preoccupation
with anti-communist “freedom fight-
ers” in the Third World, which
skewed US. action into support of
proxy wars aroind the world to the
neglect of more urgent problems like
drug traffic. A symbol of distorted
priorities was befriending Panama’s
Manuel Noriega, supporter of drug
traffickers, because he was consid-
ered an ally against the Sandinistas.

Devolion to the contras and naive-
te about how to obtain the freedom
.of American hostages led Reagan
into the Iran-contra scandal, from
which he blithely walked away, leav-
ing some of his most loyal aides in
the toils of investigation for having
tried to protect him. ‘

The best of the Reagan legacy was
that he made Americans feel pood,
absorbing the optimism he radiated,
seeing @ bright future that maybe
wasn'{ there. But that also has ils
downside. Enjoying “morning in
America,” Americans became al-
most anesthetized to reality, Playing
what biographer Lou Cannon calls.
“the role of a lifetime,” the actor-
president made Americans forget
about rutted roads, sagging bridges
and expanding pockets of poverty.

When President Reagan rode off
into a slow-fade sunset, he leRt Amer-
ica having to pinch itself or feel the
pinch of harsh reality.

if the old magic works tonight,

Americans seeing the ex-president

will feel again how good he made
thinigs look and niot connect him with
how bad things are, in significant
part because of the Reagan legacy.

» Reagan a plus or minus?, 2A

4
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} THE PRESIDENT August 17, 1992
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Dear George,

Thanks for sharing with me the memo from Daniel
Flanagan dated July 21. He has a lot of good
suggestions and an interesting analysis. I'11 keep
them in mind in the months to come.

For now, I'm hastily off to Houston, and ready to go
get 'em!

Sincerely,

. FROM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON. D.C.

The Honorable George H. Pfau, Jr.
Senior Vice President-Investments
Paine Webber Incorporated

Suite 320

100 California Street

San Francisco, California 94111



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 17, 1992

Dear Pete:

Thank you for sending me a copy of "Setting the
Record Straight". It will be helpful in fighting
those who are doing their best to rewrite history.
I shared the document with several folks around
here.

You can be sure we'll be working hard to make sure
the American people hear the truth.

Thanks again, my friend.

TZ

The Honorable Pete V. Domenici
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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i THE PRESIDENT August 17, 1992

Dear Victor,

Thanks for your letter of August 13. I was thrilled
to hear your good news. With people Tike you on my
side, we're sure to win in November. I really
appreciate your enthusiasm and confidence in me.

Many thanks, too, for the article on Lincoln.
You're a good friend and I am grateful for that.
Now, off to Houston!

Warm regards,

FROM
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 7\
.|l j

Mr. Victor\}#i, Hancock
2009 Nantucket
Richardson, Texas 75080
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Friends of Dan Coats
Welcome President

George Bush
l I
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