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CONVENTION ‘92

HOUSTON.
DUS’I‘ off your cowboy boots,
pull on that string tie end hold
onto your hat — get ready for the
$100,000 hoedown.

With just three days left before
the 1692 Republican Natlonal Con-
vention Gala, there’s not much
time to spare If you haven't al-
ready written your check, 8o here's
the acoop:

For $100,000 or more, you and
your spouse may sit on the dzaia
among the dignitariea honoring
George Bush and Dan Quayle at

the George R. Brown Convention
Center on Wednesday. For $50,000,
it's you or the spouse. 'And for
$25,000, you both sit with the rabble
— but you still get that essential
photo-op with the presldent and his
aidekick.

Cote e T 0 b
The second floor'of the Brown
Center yesterday was a frenzy ot
last-minute planning for the barbe-
cue luncheon. In one room, profes-
slonal fund-ralsers worked the
phone banks hoping to boost. the
number of $100,000 donors from the

17 who have aigned on so far. In an-
other, program planners worked
with the talent.

Apparently, if you want to-dance

for the president, it takes far more’

than just shaking your pompons.
Director Marilyn Magnus laid out
the requirements for Alex Arizpe,
choreographer of the Houston
Oflers Dancers. “We want them to
be real, real darling, because we're
short on women in the show,” Mag-
nus told him.
> After a Texas cowhoy rides his
horse through a marching band,
that's the girls’ cue to round up the
crowd for lunch, ad-libbing such
remarks as, “Howdy,” “Come on
down, folks,” and “This guy needs a
drink over here, Magnus ex-
plained. Arizpe assured her he
would select spokesmodels who
could simuitaneously talk and ride
atop chuckwagons.

“Should they bring their pom-
pons?" he asked.

“Abhsolutely,” Magnus replied.

The poms come in during the pa-
rade, when the dancers and the
flag girls and the trombone-play-
ing Texas T-Bones march in to an
clght-minute “Best of the West"
medley that starts with “Deep in
the Heart of Texas,” and ends with
“This Land is Your Land.” After
which, a genuine miniature-scale
electric traln will pull onto the con-

vention floor, towing d
Bar and Dan and MW ﬁ_r.long
with the various and Quayle

offspring.
And you thought you'd seen
everything during the Democrats’

convention, watching Hillary and _

Tipper boogie to Paul Simon's
“Call Me Al"? You havent Been
Houston. Down here, they expect a
very big bang for the buck.

While America teeters on the
brink of a new war with Iraq to
keep a president in power, all of
Houston fiddles.

Saturday night, the Houston
Chronicle and the Houston Post
held dueling parties, and the
masses of food wasted at each of
them could almost save Somalia.
Champagne grapes, baby vegeta-
bles, huge sides of beef and pork
were dished out by the Post inside
the Natural History Museum,
while: the Chronicle bash was
spread over three separate venues,
including & hank whére bartenders
dispensed drinks from the tellers'
windows, the ultimate metaphor of
consplcuous'consumptlon.

Last night, it was the dclegates’
turn to feast upon six-foot crawfish
and slurp margaritas from glant
cactl at a never-ending round of
house parties.

The biggest spreads by far are
for Houston's GOP high-rollers,
hosted at estates that have names
of oil magnates and corporate
raiders, philanthropists and art
collectors. Money — that's what
George Bush's re-election cam-
paign s built upon — and if only
that were enough.

But he also needs blood. When
those who have money have
given all they can, those who
don't have money will have to
glve up their sons. That's how
the GOP pays for its parties.

o
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By DEBORAH CRIN
Washington Bureau Chief

HOUSTON — What George
Bush has to do this week at the
GOP convention is tell America ;
why he deserves four more years ;
— and find ‘somebody.: else to ¢
blame for whatever Went wrong -
with the first four.

“T've got to.make clear where I
want to lead this country,” Bush

admitted yesterday on ABC's :

“This Week"-— even though he's
been in charge of the world's
most famous *bully pulpit” for
more than three years., -

More than six months after Bush
went to New Hampshire and belat-
edly admitted he had failed to

thelr economic paln. that tn
hasn't gotten through. . # 5
8o yesterday ‘Bush wan aa it
: “T kmow It, I feel it, we pra.y
: about it — I mean that y -
a't nls.h \ ; 3 E 1 EH
Paln,ca.BJ gtg.ubu

¥ g real pmblemaﬂABC N‘M&o
last week found that 61
Americahs sa they don't” ha.ve
much of. an Idea,_where

..1
A

d

424

idemy.m

staff would like" tq leave Houston ,

not much-more than 10 polqts be-
“hind Dempcrat Bill Clinton. ~
At the 1388 GOP convention, Bush

s7h ° sounded

— whme childhood nlclmama was
— hit-2 home run with a

'speec' hlnwhlchj:e painted himselt .

at a Japanese state dinner can be
laughed off rather than seen as
warning signs.

The specifics — smoothing over
abortion questions, explaining why
. he broke his no-new-taxes pledge
— all are subsidiary to the broader

between.“Fa—f‘ 'igstie of reassuring votera that

qross

therKnowa-Best" - nnd‘Cary‘" Coo
as he spoke of himself as “a quiet
man” with deep bellefs,
thm::u months where Bugh, like

e on’s economy, has' sde;n
adrift, and: his tone; has: off:g
ous, - he need's ¢
change that torie. to‘a more reas-’
suring and less cr: one, - Do

Above all, Bush nieeds to ghre the
nation a sense he 'Is in charge; that'

such public disasters as vomiting

per.. “things will get better, and not just

by luck.

First Ladﬁ Barbw doesn't
. have an e the battle her

hushand fa¢es, With a 756 percent
-tavarahllity fating, she's by far the
most popular member of the Bush
family.

All she’ has to deal with is her
. prime-time “family values” speech
Wednesday night — a theme in-

tended to touch off character ques-
tions about Bill Clinton while
avolding a backlash against Bush.

In the process, of course, Mrs.
Bush 1s supposed to refute — with-
out ever mentioning them — the
questions touched off by a Nev Yrk
Post report last week raising ques-
tions about wliether the president
had an affair with longtime alde
Jennifer Fitzgerald.

: At the same time, Mrs. Bush —

mocther of five, grandmother of

12 — offers a neat counterpolnt to
the careerist image of Hillary _
Clinton, and is meant to stand as
a contrast.

-
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Tax Cut Debate
Erupts in GOP

m Convention: Conservatives urge Bush to propose a
reduction. Dole calls it ‘bad medicine.’ As delegates
gather, President says he’s eager to heat up campaign.

By JACK NELSON and DOUGLAS JEHL, TIMES STAFF WRITERS

HOUSTON—A sharp debate over whether President Bush should call
for tax cuts in his all-important acceptance speech Thursday broke out
among Republicans here Sunday on the eve of a national convention
considered critical to his chances of uniting his party and winning
reelection next fall.

Although conservative leaders
pressed Bush to make a tax cut the
centerpiece of his address accept-
ing the GOP's presidential nomina-
tion, moderates argued against any
such proposal.

Senate Republican Leader Bob
Dole of Kansas declared cutting
taxes now would be “bad medi-
cine” for the troubled economy.
That brought a quick rejoinder
from tax cut advocate Rep. Vin
Weber of Minnesota, who said
Dole's attitude made him glad

- Bush—and not the Senate leader—
- was in the White House.

Bush plans to use the acceptance
speech to unveil a series of propos-
als to revive the economy, accord-
ing to campaign officials. While the
President has declined to disclose
any details, Housing and Urban
Development " Secretary Jack
Kemp, who has discussed the mat-
ter with him and is a longtime
proponent of tax reductions, has
predicted that Bush will call for
cuts. -~ o

Meanwhile, as delegates
streamed into Houston for today’s
opening session of the four-day
convention:

‘ e The President angrily dis-
|

|

|

missed a news report quoting a
government official as saying the
White House ig preparing to pro-
voke a militaty clash with Iragi
dictator Sadddm Hussein in part to
help Bush's troubled bid for téalec-
tion. e : .
o After insisting for months-that
he was not in the “campalgky
mode,” Bush sought to rally Re-
publican staffers by declaring he is
now ready to “pick up the torch” v
and begin campaigning in earnest.
o The GOP prepared to brush
aside scattered opposition among
Please see GOP, A7
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GOP: Convention

Opens With Debate
Over Bush Speech

Continued from Al

convention delegates and adopt
one of its most conservative plat-
forms of modern times, including
controversial planks opposing
abortion and limiting the nghts oi
homosexuals. The 1892 platform is
to be approved today, and critics
will have little opportumty toc €x-
press their reservations.

e Stalwarts from the GOP's right
wing, inciuding former President
Ronald Reagan and conservative
commentator Patrick J. Buchanan,
who lost a bitterly fought primary
battle with Bush, polished speech-
es for tonight that convention
planners hope will reignite the
spirits of GOP rank-and-filers.

# Delegates, many of whom have
joined party leaders in complaining
about the negative tone of cover-
age of Bush's political plight, en-
countered a fresh round of discour-
aging reports. A Houston Post
headline trumpeted a new Texas
Poll that found Bush trailing Dem-
ocrat Bill Clinton by 17 percentage
points in the state, while national
news magazines and a host of other
publications carried critical assess-
ments of the President’s status.

‘Whether Bush proposes a tax cut
could be one of the most important
tactical decisions of his campaign.
White House officials involved in
the debate said it could force the
President to choose whether 10
cast himself as a traditional fiscal
conservative or a more activist
proponent of supply-side econom-
ics in the spirit of his White House
predecessor, Ronald Reagan.

Dole, a traditionalist who be-
lieves tax cuts by themselves couid
hurt the economy by aggravating
the already soaring budget deficit.
declared that such legislauion “is
not going to be enacted this year.”

"“If he can offset the tax cut with
a spending freeze or a spending
reduction.” Dole said in an NBC
interview, “that would make gooad
economic sense. But a tax cut by
itself, as some of the supply-siders
might advocate. would be bad

medicine.”

That prompted supply-side We-
ber to tell CBS that Dole's state-
ment “just makes me all the happi-
er that he's the Senate leader and
President Bush is in the White
House.”

Weber said the possibility of
propasing additional tax reductions
to stimulate the economy is under
active consideration. And Kemp
suggested Bush is prepared 1o out-
line plans for a cut to benefit
citizens at virtually all income
levels.

Yet what Bush actually intends
to do on the issue Thursday is “the
most closely guarded secret of the
convention,” said one official.

Another source said “a large
portion” of the economic plan has
been approved by Bush.

Showdown With Iraq

Bush aides worried that the
President's attempts to shift his
focus from foreign policy and “tar-
get America,” as one staffer put it,
by addressing economic and other
domestic concerns might be over-
shadowed by reports that the Ad-
ministration is preparing for a mili-
tary showdown with Iraq.

Not only did the President an-
grily dismiss any suggestion that
politics would influence his deci-
sion regarding Iraqg, but Mary Ma-
talin, his deputy campaign manag-
er, and other officials insisted
repeatedly to reporters that Bush
would never allow politics to shape
his conduct on foreign policy.

In remarks Sunday after return-
ing to the White House {from Camp
David, and later in a telephone talk
to volunteers here, Bush signaled
that he 1s determined to play the
role of commander in chief, both in
what now appears 1o be an immi-
nent showdown with Iraq and on
other foreign policy issues.

“We're not going to apologize for
the time that we've invested In
bringing peace to the world, and
indeed 1n changing the worid.” he

declared.

The Clinton campaign quickly
backed Bush on Irag. “I have
stated clearly, repeatedly, that we
have to expect and demand and
insist that Saddam Hussein comply
with the cease-fire agreements.
And I don't think we should rule
out military force, Clinton said
from Little Rock, Ark., on Sunday
evening. .

Asked to comment on charges
Bush might initiate a military ac-
tion in Iraq for political reasons, he
said: “We know of no example
where the commander-in-chief
has used or would use the awesome
power of military action for politi-
cal purposes.”

The Campaign

In his pep talk to volunteers
here, Bush, reflecting an aggres-
sive new campaign tone, said:
“Now we're going to get our
chance.

“We've got a good program. The
American people do not know it
And when we get finished with this
campaign, they will.”

Although Bush actually began
intensifying his campaign eiforts
zoon after the Democratic conven-
tion tast month. he has continued
to slide in some polls. Both he and
his top aides see (he convention as

50”7/-



an opportunity for the President to
make a new start, energize the
campaign and narrow the lead
Clinton enjoys in the polls.

In an ABC interview broadcast
Sunday but taped Thursday, Bush,
a World War II Navy combat pilot,
used a Navy term in sounding a
more conirontational note. He
. vowed 10 go to "general quarters”
in challenging Clinton and said he
would link the Arkansas governor
to “the sorry record” of the Demo-
cratic-controlled Congress.

Asked how he could catch up
with Clinton between now and the
November election, Bush said: ~1
think the answer is that people will
come to their senses and, in the
final analysis. they're going 10 say,
‘Gecrge Bush has demonstrated
that he has the courage and the
knowledge and the trust to sit in
that Oval Office.™

The Platform

Grumbling about the platform—
and particularly its rigid language
opposing abortions—echced in lob-
bies and corndors of Houston ho-
tels where delegates gathered
Sunday night. Many expressed
concern upon learming that Bush
operatives would prohibit them
from carrving abortion rnghts plac-
ardsinto the Astrodome.

Top convention and campaign
officials insisted that the prohibi-
tion of handmade signs was noth-
ing'more than business as usual for
a Republican Convention. “The
rule is simple, and it's always the
same,” said Craig Fuller, conven-
tion manager and a longtime Bush
loyalist. “You can't carry them in."”

The rule is designed to create the
impression of unanimity for those
watching the convention on televi-
sion. but it seemed likely to spur
further efforts by delegates who
back abortion rights 1o strip the
abortion language from the plat-
form.

There appeared to be little or no
chance the efforts would succeed.

The abortion language, which
the President's wife, Barbar%
questioned in declaring last wee:
that the issue should have been left
out of the platform, continued to
cause discomfort to some GOP
officials. “It shouidn’t be the cen-
terpiece of anyone’s campaign,”
Dole said.

The Media

Delegates arriving here Sunday
for the convention found new rea-
sons to bemoan the relentlessly
dispiriting nature of news reports
about the party’s prospects.

Not only did naucnal publica-

- ..GE?._.S

Y

ST

tions feature detailed reporis on
the President’s political problems,
but the two major newspapers in
his adopted hometown—the Post
and the Chronicle—were brimming
over with unwelcome news.

The Post headlined a new sur-
vey: “Texas Poll: Clinton by 17%."
In addition to lagging far behind in
his own state, the President—a
Chronicle headline blared—is
“Badly Lagging in Electoral Sup-
port” nationally.

Convention Speakers

The convention’s opening night
shapes up as a salute to the party'’s
conservative wing, featuring an
array of right-wing cheerleaders
whese job it will be to fire up a
crowd that is looking hard for
something 1o cheer about.

Reagan, who helped forge the
broad Republican coalition that
now appears in jeopardy. will take
a turn at the muicrophone. Buchan-
an, another conservative crowd-
pleaser, will explain why voters
sheuld throw Lheir support to Bush.
whom he attacked savagely during
his own spirited bid for the Repub-
lican nomination.

Times statf writers Willlam J. Eaton,
Michael Ross and David Lauter con-
tributed to this report.

(SN}



GOP Seeking to
Rekindle Spark
of Old Victories

By THOMAS B. ROSENSTIEL

TIMES STAFF WRITER

HOUSTON—As George Bush
might put it: “Message: A big job.
Too big for that other guy. Liberal
in disguise. Cheeky wife. But you
know me. Comfortable. Strong re-
solve. Experience. Trust. Tradi-
donak-values.ly _ ... T e

That, in the fractured phrasing
of the President and the jump-cut
pacing of television, is the impres-
sion the Republican Party hopes to
deliver to Americans over televi-
sion, newspapers and radio during
the party's national convention
here.

The point will be to remind
people of old things that they liked
about the GOP, about the country
and about Bush.

Under the general theme of "A
Tribute to the American Spirit,”
the party has tried to arrange for

[ - NEWSANALYSIS |

the television cameras”as many
elements as possible to put across
that message, from classic red,
white and blue colors to indoor.
fireworks. .

Yet there is evidence that this
year the Republicans are less
tightly organized and, in some
cases, less expert than in the past.
Uncharacteristically,. the camera
sight lines are not great for televi-
sion. And much like the Democrats,
Bush campaign officials are not
sure they will be able to review all
the speeches beforehand to ensure
they all strike the right themes.

The main message was recently
spelled out by James Lake. the
campaign's comnmnieations advis®
er. -
"From the time of his acceptance
speech [at the 1988 convention)
through the first three years, [
think we have learned a lot about
George Bush's resolve, his steadi-

Please see IMAGE, AS
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’{EPUBLICAN CO\IVENTION

IMAGE: A Reminder to Voters
of the Things They Used to Like

Continued from A1
:ess, his leadership,” Lake said.
“3ut over the course of the last
ear this man has failed to convey
s policies as wetl as we would
.ike. We want to remind [conven-
uon viewers| of the tremendous
character and resolve and integrity
hat this man possesses and per-
suade people that this is a man that
they ean feel comfortable with.”

To accomplish that, the Republi-
cans have picked a different theme
for each of the convention's first
three nights. Tonight's proceed-
ings—featuring Ronald Reagan—
will stress foreign policy accom-
plishments, as well as remind peo-
ple of the party’s traditions.

Tuesday’s emphasis is on domes-
tic policy and will feature various
governors and cabinet. members,
Two future presidential prospects
are among those delivering
speeches: Housing and Urban De-
velopment Secretary Jack Kemp
and Texas Senator Phil Gramm.

‘N 7 ednesday is family values

night. First Lady Barbara
Bush addresm
and the Bush and Dan Quayle
families will be spotlighted on a
specially designed podium with
glass sides so that the small chil-
dren will be visible 1o the cameras.

Thursday night's focus will be
squarely on the GOP ticket, as Vice
President Quayle and Bush deliver
their acceplance speeches.

Contrary to those who argue
these affairs are no longer impor-
tant, Republican officials believe
noiitical conventions have become
the key events in the general
election campaign—save for the
nauonally tetevised debates in the
fall—because many Americans
who normally don't pay attention
to poiitics witl be watching.
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Deveiopments at a Glance

OUSTON—AR mnternecine battle over tax cuts threatened to

mar the opening of the Republican convention today--and
possibly derail efforts to unite the party and give President Bush a
boost.

Bush dropped several hints over the weekend that he mght
unvell new economic proposais in his acceptance speech Thursday
night. His secretary of housing and urban development. noted
supply-sider Jack Kemp, predicted that the President would
announce a proposal to cut income taxes.

But Senate GOP leader Bab Dole of Kansas entered the fray
Sunday. declaring that tax cuis would be “bad medicine™ for the
economy.

Alsoin Loday's coverage:

m Califernia Gov. Pete Wilson, who supports abortion rights,
persuaded state delegates 10 avoid a floor fight over the issue. The
party platform. Lo be adopted today, calls for a consirtutional ban on
all abortions. Wilson urged his fellow Californians to lift their gaze to
1996,

®Overall, the platform is markedly more conservative than the
Democrats’ document—and more conservative than Bush an some
issues. But he apparently is willing 10 accept the conservatives’
manifesto in the hope that they will rally to his standard. The
platform is likely to be signed, sealed and delivered hours before the
cemmercial networks start televising the convention. It's scheduled
to be introduced at 12:44 p.m. CDT—and approved by 1:27 p.m.

m Bush’s erstwhile conservative challenger, Patrick J. Buchanan,
arrived in Houston and did something completely different: He
didn't say a word to reporters. His speech tonight is scheduled for
8:55 p.m. CDT. He will endorse Bush and bash Democratic nominee
Bill Clinton—but what else he will say is a closely guarded secret.

a Bush’s political benefactor, former President Ronald Reagan,
will speak after Buchanan. But whether he can pick his former vice
president up off the political floor is problematic. “He's the past and
voters are looking to the future,” said Edward J. Rollins, Reagan's
1984 campaign manager.

= The convention will serve as a giant commercial for Bush—that
is, if everything goes according to plan. Experience. trust and
traditional values will be among the hoped-for messages. But this
vear, the Republicans seem less adept than usual at getting their
theme across. The camera sight lines are less than ideal, for example.
And, perhaps more worrisome, the party may not be able to review
all the speeches beforehand to be sure they hit the same note.

» Patrick J. Buchananspeech .................. 9:55-10:15p.m. EDT
® Ronald Reaganspeech ................cevnveen... 10:20 p.m. EDT

—CONNIE STEWART
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Talking the Plank

By Charles Paul Freund

Big Yont. Phrase attributed to the
late Lee Atwater, who called for
the Republican Parly to be a Big
Tent; that is, more accommodating
to @ wider range of opinions.
However, those Republican
moderates aftending the
convention this year have been
invited to take their seais at the
back of the tent. Perhaps the GOP
fias learned from the example of
the multi-opinioned Democratic
Farty, viz., the bigger the tent, the
more likely 8 is to be housing @
circus.

Following the adoption of a
strikingly conservative platform,
the GOP platform comumittee
issued a Big Tent statement that
noted, “We respect the honest
differences of opinion of those
Republicans who debate our
positions on important issues ..."
The platform’s most controversial
plank condemns abortion under
all circumstances, and this
statement of respect was
presumably intended to mollify
GOP pro<choicers, .

Republicans who debate the
platform’s position include the
president and vice president, who
have each indicated that abortion
is an acceptable alternative for
their relatives. They also include

the E;ﬁﬂgﬂa‘z who has quite
publicly condemned having any

platform position on abortion. It
also includes, by some polls,
nearly three-quarters of all living
Republicans.

One conservative has shrugged
off recent moderate statements
on abortion as a “rhetorical
bone.” But some wonder whether
the GOP’s leadership is staging a
more moderate public
performance under a different
Big Top -the Democrats’.

Hope, n. The belief in the efficacy of
desire over probability.

“In choosing hope over fear,”
reads a passage from the GOP's
platform, “Americans raised a
beacon, reminding the world that
we are a shining city on a hill; the
last best hope for man on earth.”
According to press accounts, the

A GLOSS

from it.”

SASHINGTCN PCST

RSV

“Train up a child in the way he should go
and when he is old he will not depart

-Republican Party Platform, 1992, quoting from the

Book of Proverls

passage occasioned two quarrels.
The first was over who it is we
are the last best hope for, the
second over whether we are
indeed the last best hope for
whoever that is.

The first quarrel was much the
shorter; an effort was made to
substitute the word “humankind”
for the word “man,” but this spurt
of PCness quickly fizzled, The
second, more hotly debated
question was whether Americans
represent that last best hope, or
whether that hope is Jesus Christ.
Americans prevailed, and the
clause, which would otherwise
have been deleted, stood,

Interestingly, the only line from
Bill Clinton’s 53-minute

_ convention speech to get much

replay time also dealt with hope.
“I still believe in a place called
Hope,” he said, combining a
reference to his hometown with
an effort at poetic allusion.
“Hope™'s political usage bears
watching.

Mexico. According to the GOP
platform, a Spanish-speaking nation
of Norih America requiring a fence.

Moderates, 1. Presumably,
Democrats and Independents.

GOP moderates unhappy with
the tone and content of the
platform have already purchased

BY PETER HOEY-THE WASHINGTON POST
billboard space in‘Houston to !
advertise their.displeasure.
Utterly unconfirmed reports
indicate that a mederate
Republican rock band, The
Rocking Ripons, will soon release
a parody of the Demacrats’
campaign theme song, Fleetwood
Mac’s 1977 hit, “Don’t Stop,”
directed at the platform committee:

Ifyou read this and don’t want to -
smile,.

Ifyou find some of our attitudes vile, 7

It doesn’t matter ‘cause we can’t fail; .2

We've taken our text from “The
Handmaid's Tale”!

L
L}

Don’t stop complaining about the
Congress!

Don’t stop, everything’s its fault!

We're offering you an extremist fate:

Yesterday’s great! Yesterday's great! -

Platform, n. The declarationof
dependence. A rhetorical flirtation
or tease divected at any attractive
interest group that may catch the
eye of a lonely platform-writing
committee. A set of deeply held
beliefs that, in the aggregale, no
one s known actually to hold: A
document that is not known to be
read by anyone not paid to do so.

’

Charles Paul Freund writes
regularly for Outlook.
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A Couch Potatoe Frimer

Everything From A to 7 on How to Watch the GOP

By Lloyd Grove

Washington Past Stafl Weuer

Think of it as “Houston,” the Re-
sublicans’ prime-time s0ap opera.

Wil the aging cowpoke holding
‘arth at the campiire—Pops Rea-
warl—be able to conjure up morning
% America one last tme? Will the
niustery town marshai—"Texas
Dhil* Gramm—draw a bead on Slip-
-ery Bill and his sinister sidekick,
“iberal Hillary? Can Miss Barbara
Jut a stop to the bickering among
the grumpy GOP family? Will that
troublesome Quayle boy straighten
up and fly right? And how about Mis-
ter George? Does he have what it
takes to hold on to what he has?

Tune in this week and see,

Despite their acknowledged mas-
tery of the political image busi-
ness—and their peerless profession-
alism in the stifling of strife—the
Republicans’ national convention in
the Astrodome promises all the
twists and turns of a four-night vV
melodrama.

The attentive couch potato—pre-
sumably, that means you—can thrill
to the narrative power of two clash-
ing story lines: One, scripted by the
Grand Otd Party, is an inspiring saga
of leadership, in which the presideat
of the United States shows the way

to the future and vanquishes the un- §

worthy adversary. The other, to be

politician and his panicked hangers-
on strive to rescue tnemseives irom
disaster.

Which story line prevails is any-
body's guess. Either way, George
Bush will be the star.

Those of you trying to sort it out
at home would do weil to remember
the lesson of 1988, when the Repuo-
lican convention was a fiasco, TV-
wise, right up until the moment of
Bush’s cathartic acceptance speech.
“[ am that man,” he told the world.

improvised by the television net- [Pl

works, is a disquieting tale of exis-
tential angst. in which a wounded

—magically cleansing Lne screen
—~ua Runmng Hlate *¥ho Af@ New
Nrleans. As thines terned out. Busn
«as that man. Dan Quaye. the
«nd, was a mere media sideshow.
ivs a fair bet. shen. that Busns
cerformance Thursaav mgit—ne-
er mind all the nowse and confusion
-hat may Serve as preambie—wiil
ieave the singie biggest impression.
and perhaps the enly lasting one. an
miilions of viewers trying o figure
See GUIDE. F3, Col. 1
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The GOP
Soap
Opera

GUIDE. From F1

out whether to trust him again. It’s
his only chance in Houston to talk to
the voters without the noxious inter-
ference of the talking heads.

Look for a magisterial Wise Man,
confident yet combative—and not
the frenzied Wild Man shouting,
“Don't cry for me, Argentinal” Look
for passion, Look for vision. Don't
look for “Read my lips.”

Bush's oration will crown an eve-
ning set aside by convention organiz-
ers to celebrate “The Presidency”
(not, repeat not, the vice presidency)
and wiil cap a conclave devoted, by
turns, to “The World,” “Our Nation”
and "Our Families.” The whole show
is meant to convey “The American
Spirit,” the extravaganza’s designat-
ed theme, and the myriad ways in
which Arkansas Gov. Bill Clinton
lacks it. For instance, you're apt to
hear more about the Democratic
standard-bearer’s secret plan—ex-
posed last week by Republican Na-
tional Committee Chairman Rich
Bond—to invite Jane Fonda to nu-
merous state dinners honoring Fidel
Castro.

With their zeal for message man-
agement, the Republicans have gone
to extraordinary lengths to ensure a
runimum of static, even to the point
of requiring advance approval of
signs to be carried into the hall. But
you can assume that ABC, CBS and
NBC will do their best to subvert
these good intentions in the 1%
Yours each night, on average,
they've committed to broadcasting
from the Astrodome. The continuing
alienation of abortion-rights dele-
-ates, tor instance. might suil prove
1 diverting angle in the small

--een'c endless auest for drama and

alact. .Ana even I there s oniy one

racard bearing the words “Dump
“uavie,” the cameras are sure to
naat.
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The first attempt at discipline
likely to go by the boards is an edict
from on high discouraging politicians
on the floor from granting inter-
views during major speeches. As one
network producer laughingly asked
last week: “Can you imagine Al
D'Amato [the pugnacious junior sen-
ator from New York} walking away
from 2 live microphone?”

You might want to grab your
pocket calculator, meanwhile, to
gauge the GOP's good-faith effort to
convince you that it's not just a party
of rich white males. The Bush cam-
paign’s communications director,
James Lake, promises, “Over 55
percent of the speakers will be mi-
norities, women and disabled.” See if
they deliver on that interesting sta-
tistic.

Monday, designated “World”
night, might be the place to start—
though, unless you're watching C-
SPAN or CNN (the only two outfits

_offering gavel-to-gavel coverage),

you're unlikely to see much ethnic
and gender diversity beyond Pat Bu-
chanan and Ronald Reagan. First the
president’s nettlesome opponent
from this year's primary race, and
later on Bush’s 1980 nomination foe,
can be expected to relate how the
Republicans won the Cold War de-
spite the Democrats’ earnest at-
tempts to lose it. Bring out the ap-
plause meter for Brother

Buchanan's homily: He'd hike to run
for president in 1996.

fndeed perhaps the most engag-
iag subpiot of the 1292 conven-
rion—one Tife with tension and in-
tngue—will involve ail the joustng
for attention and position among the
GOP's White House wannabes. On
Tuesday, “Nation" night. watch for
who gets the better reception—
Housing and Urban Development
Cecretary Jack Kemp or the keynot-
er. Sen. Phil Gramm. Teammates
today, they’re likely to be bitter n-
vals four years hence. Compare their
stemwinders to that of Vice Presi-
dent Quayle, who'll be hoping to use
nis Thursday night appearance (o
lend some credibility to his own am-
vitions. Of course, he'll also be say-
ing nice things about his iriend and
orotector, the president.

Wednesday is supposed to be
“Family” night, but it might be a
good time to send the children to
bed early. It won't be pretty, as the
Republicans launch brickbats at Clin-
ton—and probably at his wife too—
as purveyors of moral turpitude and
social decay. Look for TV preacher
Pat Robertson to decry the advent
of homosexual marriages, which
he'll want you to believe is the cor-
nerstone of Clinton’s “family values,”
and watch for others on the rostrum
(maybe Rich Bond again) to attack
Hillary for her suggestion that kids
have the right to sue their moms and
dads.

Assuming your kids haven't al-
ready filed suit, you might want to
get them back out of bed for the eve-
ning's highlight—Barbara Bugh. The
question for the is whether the
First Lady, one of America’s most
popular public figures, can transfer
some of that surplus affection.to her
widely reviled husband—who, by
the way (she’ll doubtless tell you), is
one terrific family man. Then, to
nominate the president, comes La-
bor Secretary Lynn Martin, who can
be expected to talk about Bush's
deep feelings for working people and
his general all-around compassion.
Message: He cares. And if Martin
doesn't tell you she's a “pro-choice
Republican,” the networks surely
will. There'll be lots of TV time for
piercing instant analysis during the
roll call vote that puts Bush over the
top.

“Houston,” the soap opera, ap-
proaches its moving denouement as
Sen. Bob (“Stop lying about my re-
cord™ Dole assumes his accustomed
role of good soldier, taking the podi-
um Thursday to sing the praises of
his fearless leader. Sorry, don't look
nere for any bitingly hilarious quips
(though it might seem, from the ex-
oression on Dole’s face, that he’s
:hinking of a few). Dole’s job wiil be
-o welcome the hero.

Tar ¢ il be o e Bush to setn
:he ratings through the roof, ana
an ewair o cwa of Rig oum show i~

neweq or cancgied,

S ——




| Anxious GOP
| Set to Convene

FParty Renominating President
Is Shadow of 1980 Powerhouse

By Dan Balz
Washington Post Staff Writer

HOUSTON, Aug. 15—When Republicans gathered - -
in Detroit 12 years ago to nominate Ronald Reagan
for president, they were a party on the move. Ebul- .

lient, - optimistic, audacious, they gleefully heaped.
scorn on President Jimmy Carter, shamelessly stole

Democratic symbols and began to talk hopefully about. -

the possibility of a realignment in American politics,

But on Monday, when the Republicans open their i

national convention here in Houston, the contrast

with 1980 could not be more vivid. The party assem- -

bies to renominate President Bush in an anxious
mooad, suffering a case of locker-room jitters over the
coming campaign. - W , )
. '.Bush-has fallen farther faster in approval ratings
{from 90'to 33 percent) than any president in modern
history;while the Democrats bolted from their con=
vention last month. with unexpected unity and confi-
dence; Bill Clinton has a lead of 18 to 25 percentage
points over the president. . . . . e
Despite winning five of the past six presidential
elections, the Republicans assemble in Houston facing
an agonizing self-appraisal: After a dozen years in con-=
trol of the White House, they must answer whether,
they have lost their vitality or their political appeal.

Given the hothouse political climate of midsummer,.

it would be foolish to write off the Republicans’
chances this fall, and most Republican officials dismiss
suggestions that they have run out of energy or ideas.

8ee REPPBLICANS, A18, Col. 2
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~rrained B‘v Douor
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“1 SLSIOEY AR Worldwiae Tr2ngs are moving
Sl . LD LAY auli€ e LTE QFAMALNC tiu
5l wenua.

i they &Te 13T TOM [Ne conildent bana that gatherea
- Leerrott. “The state of the party 15 not very good at ths

t 10 rme, ia Linda DiVall, 2 Kepuplican polster.
"harg s 4 real sepse of nervousness at all levels, fhe

~ar Jplecuve of This conventien has (o be a surge or =n-
T2y ana entnusiasm tor the task at hana.”

"o announcement Chursaav that Secretary nf State
ses A, daker 1] woud resign anag move (o ine Woue
JuSe ana run (he campalgn proviaed a 1rst Doost 1o tar-

T CUIALS.

"t under t=e surtace of the convenuon here ts a ques-
.1 that mav not 1uilv be answerea unol the 1996 e:ec-
.uns: wWhat kina of party wiit the Repuolicans become:

“tere are plenty of competing visions: A return to pure
Jsaganism on economics and soclal 1ssues; aggressive
_scal conservausm comoinea with more liberal views un
Jcial issues; more moderate economic poiicies ang
-mixeq appeal on social issues; or some new hybrid for the
Jong, All of these viewpownts will have articufate aavo-

-ates in Houston. aithougn the goai of the convention wii

= [0 pomt cut qiiferences witn Democrats, not among
nemselves.

Yith the Democrats runmng their most aggressive
~amoaen it vears. few Repuplicans underestimate the
qifficulty of the fight ahead. and they recognize now thmes
:ave cnangeg in 12 vears.

"I don’t think we're at the end of a cycie.” said Rep. Vin
“Veher (R-Minn.), who was elected in 1980 and is quitting

ne et frustration. ~{But] I think there s cieariy a differ-
ace thetween 1980 and 1992|. Tiere were so many
rnines that sort of came together m 1980 te give us a tre-
J1ENdous sense of excitement.”

the ciioice nf Detroit alone gave an insight into the

wwaea of the Repubiicans that vear: thev were reaav ic

ompete with the Democrats on thewr own turf for tie
very voters who had been the heart of the New Deal co-
iition.

Proposition 13, the California tax-cutting initiative, had
signajed the anti-tax, 2nu-government mood that was
gathering strength; the 1978 midterm eiections reveaied
how much liberalism had fallen into disrepute with the
voters; gas lines in the summer of 1979 symbolized Amer-
ica's stagnant, inflationary economy; the Soviet invasion
ni Afghanistan reinforced the dangers of the communist
threat; and the Iranian hostage crisis showed off Amer-
ica's weakness to the rest of the worid.

At the same time, the GOP benefited from a growing
cadre of grass-roots conservative activists—particulariy
evangelicals and anti-tax protesters—while a lively intel-
lectual debate heiped recast.the party's image into a for-
ward-looking confident institution,

Compare that with the events of the past two years and
the Republican challenge becomes more clear,

The lingering recession has punctured the appeal of
Reaganomics; the Supreme Court’s decision to aliow
states to restrict abortion has made clear to voters, es-
peciailly women. that additional Republican.appointees to
the court may remove constitutional protections; Busit's
reversal of his no-new-taxes pledge and the debate during
the 1990 budget summit gave Democrats an opening to
the middle class that they had not had through much of
the 1980s; and the disintegration of the Soviet Union took
iwav the menace of the bear in the woods.

Only the Persian Gulf War was an unqualified success
for Bush and GQOP policies. Yoters have vet to deliver a
clear verdict on the other underlying trend of the past two
~ears, a growing disgust with grnidlock in Washingron.

Some Republicans suggest the party's problems are
mostly a function of Bush's current weakness. or point to
Viee President Quayle as a liability to the ticket and the
aarty. Conservatives mutter privately the party mignt be
better served by a Bush defeat that wouid let the debate
about the future begin immediately.

Tt zome outside the party say the trouble runs deecer,
"M OP coaiitton 1s fracturing,” said Stan Greenpers,
-+no poiis for Democratic presidential nommee Clinton.

e single brggest reason 1s the weax economy. “lf the

sonomy had staved good. we wouidn't be smting here
LC —urme Tuan tane cevng’ ug inees
v afEs coddl A L oe DO ta. .ol Ueliing
atler 1ast enougn,”’

LGS Vally o CQINUHOINSHIE  cosilvl) Gl aaul Ll
14 tfush’'s broxen rax pleage nelped weaken. even aivide.
‘o =epuplican cealiiion, wwalle (ne ena ot e Coid Var
el - -mar - - ""\r!_..n-('hgﬂ""h‘ "'Il--'r""""""‘“!-

. L glue (NAL Denaea Its oIlen conIictng Constuencles.
e resuit 1s a coaiition whose constituencies are cast-



|

¢ about for aiternatives. Two groups that helped bring
‘weess (o Reoubiicans n the 1980s—vaung voters ana
.J-called Reagan Democrats—awready appear ready to
ump to the Democrats 1n significant numbers. Uthers vot-
ars, particularly upscaie, suburban Republicans, many of
them women, may be at risk this fall because of abortion
i other social issues.

Some Republicans were shaken this past month by polls
‘hat showed Democrats with a double-digit advantage
-wnen voters were asked which party they favored in
Youse races this fall, GOP analvsts also are edgy over a
:uaden surge in the poils‘in the number of voters wno

ienuiy themselves as Demaocrats.

~ome of these findings no doubt are artificial, repre- |

cenuing the spillover effect of Clinton’s convention
“sounce.” But many Democratic and Republican anaiysts
say the figures hint at underlying problems the party must
contend with.

For the past 40 years, the Gallup Organization has
asked voters which party will do a better job of keeping
the country prosperous and which will keep the country
out of war.

In September 1988, the Republicans held an 18 per-
centage-point advantage on prosperity and a 10-point
margin on peace. Measured last month before the Dem-

. acrats convened in New York, Gallup found the two par-

ties almost even on prosperity and the Democrats holding
a 10-point lead on keeping the peace. Immediately after

. the Democratic convention, the GOP took a further no-

sedive on the prosperity question.
The parties have undergone, temporarily at least, a
role reversal: Clinton and the Democrats are presenting

+ cheerful and upbeat images and appropriating the Repub-

licans' symbols, while the GOP is nervous and defensive:
over the strength of its coalition.

in 1980 the upbeat Republicans swept 44 states, cap-
rured control of the Senate and gained 49 seats in the
House. In the intervening 12 years, most of those gains
have been lost. The Senate returned to Democratic hands
in 1986 (and the Democrats are now back at virtually they
same strength they enjoyed in the late 1970s), while all
but 10 of the GOP House seats have been surrendered
pack to the Democrats.

Still some important shifts have been more long-lasting.
While talk of partisan realignment has subsided (“dealign-
ment” or “unalignment” are more in vogue today), the Re-
publicans have made significant progress in achieving par-
ity with the Democrats in partisan identification.

Over the past 12 years, the Republicans have gane
from a deficit of about 9 percentage points in party iden-
tification to being only a few points behind the Democrats
earlier this year, according to Gallup figures.

Among key groups, their progress is more striking, ac-
cording to Fred Steeper, who polls for the Bush campaign.
In 1980, Democrats held a 20-point advantage among Ro-
man Catholics. By 1988, the two parties were virtually
even. Among white southerners, the Republicans went
from a 20-point disadvantage in 1980 to an 18-point ad-
vantage in 1988. Churchgoers, whose partisanship was
never too evident in previous decades, swung solidly be-
hind the GOP. And young voters, a Democratic stronghold
for several decades, turned Republican in the 1980s.

Republicans argue it would take a Clinton landslide this
falt to produce a dramatic, long-term shift away from the
GOP. “What we're going through is a short-term down-
turn,” Steeper said.

As a presidential party, the Republicans have proven
remarkable. In winning five of the past six elections, they
have won 21 states every time, 17 other states five times
and five states four times. They averaged 417 electoral
votes to the Democrats’ 113 in the six elections.

But signs of trouble emerged in 1988, even as Bush
was disposing of Massachusetts Gov. Michael S, Dukakis
after trailing by 17 points in midsummer. The Democrats
won 10 states and the District of Columbia and saw their
raw vote increase over 1984 in 47 of the 50 states, in
some cases by 25 to 35 percent, according to figures com-
piied by the Democrats.

The economy's performance has made things notice-

" ably worse for the GOP, In one solidly Republican Long

Island congressional district, the Democratic polling firm
of Garin-Hart asked voters to choose between a Repub-
‘zan cancidate wno supports the president’'s economic
program and a Democrat wno opposes 1. [he generic
Nemocrat was preferred by 53 to 32 percent.

AAMORNg those most aljected by the economy are “Xea-
Zan Democrats,” principaily urban ethnics and Roman
Catholics in the Northeast and Midwest.. Democrat
“;eenperg exensively stugied Reagan Demnocrars in Ma-
comb County, Mich., and believes the economic realities
f the past four years have convinced manv that the rich
ave oenented at Thelr expense.

“They feel betraved.” he said. “They used to feel be-
traved by the Democrats. That's wnat drove them Lo the
Repuniicans. T'hev now teei betrayea by tne Kepuoiicans.
It's overwhelmingly economic.”

Greenberg said that n his polls. Reagan now is almost
as unpopular with "Reagan Democrats” as is jesse L. Jack-
SOM.

But Bush is also bleeding in his base, symbolized by a
recent poll by the Orange County, Calif., Register show-
ing Clinton ahead in that citadel of Republicanism. No one
expects the Democrats to win Orange County this Ne-
vember. but the tact that it is now compentve suggests
the scope of the Republicans’ problem.

As the Democrats over the past decade found it difficuit
to reach out to moderates wille maintaming their liberai
base, some Republicans worry that the party may have
limited its appeal by writing an extremely conservative
platform last week.

Now, Republicans are trying to point out the problems
of the Democrats. "We have two problems,” South Car-
olina Gov. Carrcll A. Campbell Jr. said. “The economy is
not as strong as.anyone would like it and we have not de-
fined ourselves or the Democrats well enough for the
American people to differentiate. . . . The question s, do
we have enough common ground to win? [ think we do.”

But there is little agreement about how the basic GOP
doctrine of limited government, freer markets and em-
powerment of individuals should be interpreted for the fu-
ture: Quayle emphasizes “family values”; Housing ang Ur-
ban Development Secretary Jack Kemp offers radical tax
cuts; Sen. Phil Gramm (Tex.) would further cut govern-
ment; California Gov. Pete Wilson, whose state is in eco-
nomic and fiscal turmoil, wants to balance higher taxes
with cuts in welfare: Massachusetts Gov. William F. Weld
combines fiscal conservatism with support for abortion
rights and gay rights. The jury is still our on which ap-
proach could command a majority of voters.

While Democrats charge Republicans are having diffi-
culty reacting to a changing world, Weld said the party 1s
“in a yeasty phase. It shows a certain intellectual vitality.”

Rep. Weber, a key Kemp ally, argued that the Repui-
licans more effectively represent the trends elsewhere in
the world away from centralized government and bureau-
cracy and toward market economics. “I believe strongly
that the mood of the voters in the United States is not iso-
lated from the rest of the world,” he said.

Jim Pinkerton, a leading architect of the empowerment
agenda that includes school choice and home ownership
for public housing tenants, contends that “the Republicans
have a much more attractive program in 1992 than in
1980 on domestic policy.”

The catch is that Kemp and other conservatives have
been far more committed advocates of these policies than
the president. .

The abortion debate has received the most attention
from the news media. Republicans like Sen. Gramm argue
that party divisions are overstated, but don’t tell that to
Sen. John Seymour (R-Calif.), who is fighting for his po-
litical life and fears that the issue may defeat him.

In reality, the Republicans heid the line on their plat-
form plank because to change it would threaten massive
erosion among the religious right. But with a number of
leading governors and senators openly in favor of abortion
rights—not to mention the more moderate tone set by
the president and Barbara Bush—debate will continue
within the party, e

Some party moderates fear the conservative social
agenda ultimately will shrink, rather than eniarge, the Re-
publican tent. Rep. Jim Leach (R-lowa) said the definition
of conservatism has changed for the warse over the past
decade from Barry Goldwater's emphasis on individual lib-
erty to Reagan's and the religious right's emphasis on so-
cial values. .

“The great vulnerability of the party is whether it's go-
ing to maintain any confidence of the center and whether
the center will hold,” Leach said.

But as they prepared to depart for Houston, a number
of Republicans found solace in the Conservative Party vic-
tory in Great Britain earlier this year, The Labor Party,
Gramm said, preached change and the voters wanted
change, but the Conservatives warned that Labor repre-
sented a change for the worse.

*ind the voter cot tight up tn he edge ¥ the i,
JOUKEU OVer and s{epped Dack.” Graniu sald. 1 .ulth o e
do our job. that's what's going to happen here.”

SUl WILE d weda cLultuiily wid WUSKENED SIS
even the most optimistic Republicans recognize tiat
stitching together the stramned coalition wiil be far trickier
*Ran n gne past.
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Sentor poliing anaivst Sharon Warden and starr
researcner vigrk SicHcel coniripited (o (1Is iooore

Bl



213 ANGEIZZ TIMES

- e nllamay

Weak Edion
B-\\-O

THE TIMES POLL

Party Coalition May Be
Fracturing Under Bush

By RONALD BROWNSTEIN
TIMES POLITICAL WRITER

HOUSTON—President Bush
heads into the Republican Conven-
tion facing rejecticn by substantial
elements of the coalition that pow-
ered his party to three consecutive
presidential victories during the
19803, The Times Poll has found.-.

As Republicans gather here,
Bush faces widespread defections
in three critical groups that Ronald
Reagan cemented into the GOP
coalition during the 1980s: inde-
pendents; older, culturally conser-
vative “Reagan Democrats;” and

younger, more moderate GOP par-
tisans who favor abortion rights.
Qverall, the poil found Demo-
cratic presidential candidate Bill
Clinton leading Bush by a resound-
ing 56%-33% margin, with 9%
undecided; that represents a slight
widening of his lead since the end
of the Democratic Convention,

- when The Times Poll showed the

Arkansas governor with a 52%-
32% advantage.

No Democrat since Jimmy Cart-
er in 1976 has held as large a lead

on the eve of the Republican

Convention as Clinton enjoys to-
Pleasa see POLL, A5
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POLL: Key Elements of GOP’s

Continued from Al

day. And his success at maintain-
ing such a large advantage over
Bush stands in stark contrast 1o
1988, when Democrat Michael S.
Dukakis saw his 17-point post-
convention lead cut substantially
by the time the GOP gathered for
its session in New Orleans.

The survey suggests the magni-
tude of the task Bush faces this
week in changing voter percep-
tions of his own performance. Ful-
ly 82% of those surveyed said they
already know enough about Bush
to decide whether he deserves
reelection—an ominous number for
a candidate trailing so badly. By a
549%-42% count, those surveyed
said it was unlikely that conditions
in the nation would “improve sub-
stantially” if Bush was reelected;
only 9% said such improvements
were “very likely."

The Times Poll, supervised by
John Brennan, surveyed 1,146 reg-
istered voters from Aug. 12-14; it
has a margin of error of plus or
minus three percentage points.

ince the Democratic Conven-

tion, Bush and Vice President
Dan Quayle have intensified their
efforts to shift the debate to the
qualifications of the Democratic
ticket, arguing that Clinton is un-
tested and “risky"’; such arguments
are likely to be a major focus of the
GOP convention this week.

At this point, voters'view Clin-
ton favorably by a 57%-26%
count, Just one out of five say his
views are loo iiberal; twice as
many say they- are “about right.”
Voters give him roughly the same
marks for honesty-and integrity as
the Pregident, and~more se& him,
rather- than Bush, as likely to
“bring about the changes America
needs.”"By 65% to 27%, those
surveyed say conditions are likely
to improve if Clinton is elected."

Americans alzo give him at least
as high grades on leadership as
Bush: By 95% to 16% voters say
Clinton has strong qualities of
leadership, a differential actually
better than Bush's 62% -33% score.

But the poll indicates that there
may be room to change those
glowing perceptions: 53% of those
polled say they still need to know
more about Clinton to decide
whether he could be a good Presi-
dent; 519 of his supporters share
that view. And 44% say they aren't
sure whether Clinton would dis-
play good judgment in a crisis.

Even so, the poll strongly sug-
gests that, at this point, the race is
still primarily a referendum on
Bush's performance and the na-
tion's direction—and voters remain
extremely unhappy with both.

For Bush. the equation is brutal-
ly simple. Most of those satisfied
with his verformance and the
country's direction are voting for
him: most of those dissatisfied with
nig handling of the job and the

nation’s course are voting against
him. His problem is that the second
group is much larger than the first.

In the survey, for example, just
16%, of those polled said the nation
was moving “in the right direc-
tion,” while 78% said things were
-seriously off on the wrong track.”
That stands as the most pessimistic
assessment of the nation’s course
during Bush's presidency; it also
equals the level of malaise evident
in the last year of Carter's presl-
dency.

Among those who think the
nation is moving in the right direc-
tion, Bush leads Clinton by a 62%-
31% margin. But among those
dissatisfied with the nation’s
course, Clinton leads 63% 10 26%.

Similarly 44% of those polled
approved of Bush's job perform-
ance as President; 52% disap-
proved.

Two-thirds of those who ap-
prove of Bush's job performance
favor him over Clinton; but those
who disapprove of Bush's record
prefer Clinton 85% 10 6%.

, The same pattern is evident in
voters' views on the direction of
the economy. A fifth of those
polied say the economy is only in a
raild recession or not in recession
at all; nearly 60% of those voters
back Bush.

But three out of 10 say the
country ig in a mederate recession,
and they prefér Clinton by a 53%-
3689 margin: And 44% of those
surveyed call the recession “seri-
ous”; they provide the backbone of
Clinton's support, preferring him
over Bush by 72% to 18%.

e T

I this unhappiness at the na-

tion's economic performance
has erased the GOP's key advan-
tage:during the .1980s: Inithe new
gurvey, Democrats hold a 44%-
30% lead over Republicans as the
party best able to produce prosper-
ity; Republicans held an ‘18-point
lead on that question during the
last months of the 1988 campaign.

Historically, Democrats have
only won-the. White House when
they hold a substantial lead on that
measure. f

On that crucial question, Clin-
ton's lead over.Bush is even great-
er: Asked who would do a better
“job promoting economic prosperi-
ty” voters picked the challenger
over the President by 56% to 26%.
Nearly three out of five of those
surveyed said- Bush deserves a
good amount of great deal of blame-
for the nation’s economic prob-
lems—a slightly higher percentage
than those who blamed the Demo-
cratic Congress.

With this widespread. economic
discontent acting as the hanmer,
the poll shows severe cracks open-
ing in the modern Republican
presidential cealition first asem-
bled by Richard M. Nixen in 1968,
then reaffirmed by Reagan in1980
and mainined, despite someerc-

Coalition Defect From Bush

sion, by Bush in 1888.

At this point, Bush faces sub-
stantial defections from at least
three critical groups, whose inter-
ests in many cases diverge. The
difficulty of balancing their com-
peting interests is probably one
reason for the mixed signals ema-
nating from the White House this
past week on divisive social issues
such as abortion and gay rights—

with the President and E;‘rg} h;iﬂ¥
sending signals o
erance In interviews even as the
GOP approved a platform express-
ing hard-line sentiments on both
questions.
Among the key groups Bush
must reclaim to ¢limb back into the
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race:

Clinton Republicans: Four years
ago, Bush carried 92% of Republi-
cans. At this point, the President
leads Clinton among self-identified
Republicans by a margin of only
67% 10 25%. (By contrast, Demo-
crats favor Clinton by 85% to 6%).

Bush's numbers among GOP
partisans almost eertainly will im-
prove aiter the convention. But he
may face an uphill climb recaptur-
ing enough of the Clinton Republi-
cans—who constitute about 8% of
the overall electorate—1o unify the
party as completely as he did four
years ago.

Who are the Clinton Republi-
cans? Compared to Republicans

toval to Bush. they are more likely
10 be voung, betler-educated. fe-
male and affluent; above all. they
are aimost twice as likely as other
Republicans to describe them-
selves as liberal or moderate.

On abortion. they present a stark
contrast with the rest of the GOP.
Clinton Republicans are much
more supporuve of legalized abor-
tion than other Republicans—or
for that matter. the population as a
whole.

Overall, Americans favor the
Roe vs. Wade decision guarantee-
ing legal access to abortion by 58%
10 29%.. Clinton Republicans sup-
port legalized abortion by more
than 10 to l: the test of the GOP
opposes legalized abortion by a
47%-39% count.

Bush‘s decision 10 raise taxes is
also hurting him with these
voters: Mote than a third say they
are more likely to vote against him
because he reversed his “no new
taxes' pledge.

But for these Republicans, like
most voters, the principal gripe
with the President is his handling
of the economy: Asked in an open-
ended question why they don't like
Bush, nearly a third cited the weak
econcmy, far more than chose any
other factor.

Reagan Demoecrats: In 1988,
Bush carried nearly half of the
Demeocrats who had voted for Rea-
gan in 1984—a group that repre-
sented about one out of eight
voters overall.

Now Bush faces overwhelming
rejection from the so-called Rea-
gan Democrais. In the survey,
Democrats who voted for Reagan
preferred Clinton over Bush by
73% to 16%.

As Reagan did, Bush has tried to
appeal to these Reagan Demeo-
crats—who are culturally conser-
vative. older and often Catholic—
by stressing divisive social issues
such as school prayer, abortion,
welfare reform and the distribution
of condoms in schools.

At the moment, it's doing him
little good: Democrats who oppose
legalized abortion are still backing
Clinton—an abortion rights advo-
cate—at a rate of almost seven to
onhe.

Moreover, moderate and conser-
vative Democrats prefer Clinton
over Bush by almost nine to one.

During the Democratic prima-
ries, Catholics displayed clear res-
ervations about Clinton, a
Southerh Baptist. But for now they
have moved strongly toward him:
Clinton leads Bush among Catho-
lics by 629% to 27%. Four years
ago, Bush carried half of Catho-
lics—which helped him win key
battleground states such as Penn-
sylvania, [llinois and Michigan.

What's driving the Reagan
Democrats back toward the party
they abandoned? Three factors ap-
pear Lo stand out. One is enormous

dissausfaction with the country’s
cirection: Reagan Democrals are
even ‘more pessiumisic (han volers
overali. with fully 6% oi them
considering the nauion on ihe
wrong track. Reagan Democrats
are more likely than other voters
to blame Bush for the economy's
problems: and more than 7 in 10
say Clinton would do a betier job
than Bush at producing prosperity.

Second is anger at Bush for
raising taxes: 46% of Reagan Dem-
ocrals say Lhe tax hike makes them
more likely to vote against him. By
a 529,-20% margin, these voters
say Clinton would do-a better job of
“holding down taxes” than Bush.

Finally, Reagan Democrals are
more likely than other voters t¢
see Bush as out of touch with the
concerns of average Americans.
Nationally, 37% of- those surveyed
caid Bush “cares about the prob-
lems of average Americans” a good
amount cr a great deal; just 26% of
Reagan Democrats felt that way.

On one tangible measure of em-
pathy. Reagan Democrats by 78%
10 8% say Clinton is more likely
than Bush to provide Americans
with affordable health care: with
all voters, the Demacrat led 62% to
16% on that question.

Independents: In each of the past
two elections, Republicans have
carried at least 55% of independ-
ents, reughly a third of the elector-
ate.

Now, though, Bush is lagging—
though his problems don’t appear
nearly as severe as among Reagan
Democrats. Independents favor
Clinton over Bush 49% 10 39%.

On most questions, they mirror
the electorate overall, but the poll
suggests greater opportunity for
Bush here than among some other
disaffected groups. In contrast to
the population overall, independ-
ents are almost evenly split be-
tween Republicans and Democrats
on the question of which party can
better ensure prosperity —suggest-
ing lingering doubts about the
Democrats' economic stewardship.

O n other questions, the poll
suggests that Bush’s strongest
suit—his record in foreign policy—
is doing little to offset voter unhap-
piness with his domestic record. By
a 61%-229 margin voters still
believe he would do a better job of
handling foreign policy than Clin-
ton. And they give him a 62%-32%
positive grade on his foreign policy
performance.

But, despite the end of the Cold
War, Americans hold an equivocal
view on whether Bush's policies
has “made the world a safer place™:
47% say yes and 42% say no. More
strikingly, by 48% to 43% they say
they do not consider the Guif War
a success. And in any case, just 5%
of those surveyed cited foreign
policy as an issue they wanted to
hear the candidates address.
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Lo gplehaial

Q. Vot 30 105 graRacRI 3KS Howr DEFTISSION 06 16 oI irin
LONK AN DU A UISH L0 S DIRCL. 20 CXDIRING [RAL $08 (s o
Su€ QA eXDErIENce Hese aiferent 1amiil Deues or nersett, e
herter 16 De aote (0 MAKE Al tGrmead HIAOMent 0n (1€ (Ie-~Le ol
ker cacice. 1AL worid Jou Say 10 /er, 0F “0 R WG TS0
JOCCH WA SUCA @ SUuaion?

A.lsn'tall that a little, er. mvpornetical?

Q. DUES [NAatmean Wou won t ansiwer (Ne quesnon. >y s
A. [Edeiu] No. no. ail it means is ['ve never nad a-srancchild
¢0me [0 me and sav that someone nameae Wonk . .

Q. [hatsZonk . ..

A. Whatever. No granachiid or mine nas ever askeq mv aaviee
apout faking a (rip o another pianet. How can o possiolv
respond. ...

Q. [ understana. Mr. President. [he ol vision tatng, | »uppose.

\{ rearno us uoty fead, Permit me to ao af this irom anotner stant,

Just Suppose ...

Scene: The Oval Office, The television lights and cameras are ready,
Disembodied voice: “Five. four, three, two, ocne,”

Q. Good evemng, Slr. President. Thank vou ror aiiowing us and
our Liewing eudience to join vou fere.
A. My pleasure. ['m sure.

Q. for npeners. Sir. {et’s suppose you have a arandchild . . .
A.ldo, pientvor'em ...

Q. And that grandchild came to vou and admitted that he had
once smoked marifuana while listening to a bootlegged Megadeth
tapeon a Sony Walkman, and that he had passed the joint on to

a multicultural friend of uncertain sexual orientation. and that a
spaced-out biker af the same party had cursed all politicians who
Savor crasi-helmet {aws . . .

A.Ummm...

Q. And that as a result of this experience, your grandchild con-
Jessed to feeling that life is meaningless. just one darned inconse-
quential thing after another. and that maube the best thing for
him to do would be to go to beautician schoo!, How would you
counsel ilm? i

A. [Lengthy pause] I'm not sure [ follow the drift . . .

Q. O.K.. let me try it this way. Suppose you had a different
grandehild . . .

A. Oh. boy. another grandchild . . .

Q. No, Sir. a girl this time. And this grandchild told vou that she
felieved her body had been won in an intergalactic lottery by an
extraterrestrial named Zonk whorn she had met at collece. and
that where Zonk came from. * family vaiues * had a jar &qferent
meaning than they do here on earth. For example. on Zonk's
home plenet consensual simultaneous potugamy was regarded as
pretty much standard operating procedure. and so. for that mat-
ter. were tnuumate. but caring. refationships with plants. Now . , .
A. [Looking 1o his side] Are we on live?

Voice oifscreen: Yes. M7, President.

Suppose tna Mrs, Busi . . .
a. Now just hold on nere a mnute. { don’t see wnv we have (o
drag Bar into this. ..

Q. [[nsistently) Suppose that Mrs. Bush has been kidnappea bu a
hand of Aleut separatist terronisis wno are demanding that the
wsland of Attu be towed by a reciamation tearn unaer the quspices
of the United Nations southward to the San Diego farbor. where
the climate 15 warmer and where the isianders can paddie
onshore to catch a movie or a meal ai McDonald’s, Furthermore.
these international criminals say that if their ultimacums are not
met within three days, Mrs. Bush. your wye of 47 years. wit! be
set adrift on the Bering Strait in a rubber dinghy with nothing to
sustain her but some frozen whale blubber and a complete set of
Jane fonda exercise cassettes. What would be your response?
Would you put your arm around her?

A. [Eyes skittering) This isa joke. isn'tit?

Voice offscreen: £asy, Mr. President. Some 30 million potential
voters are zapping past right this minute. weiting for an answer.

Q. 7o reiterate: Would you put your arm around her, Sir? Would
this deepiy intense. deepiy personal, deeply deep family crisis
change in any way your commitment to the ruie of internationai
law and to the principal that islands. all things being equal.
should stay where God put them?

A. (Digging a singer into his shurt collar] Well. of course I'd put
my arm around Bar. Only. it she's in a rubber raft somewhere
off Alaska and I'm here at the \White House, | don't quite see
howIcould...Imean...

Q. [Auffily] Thank vou. Sir. That clarines that.
A. Well. coutd [ at least add something about God and islands?

Q. f'm sorry. Mr. President. our time is aimost over. One final
question. if  mau. Suppose that you are a veneradle Douglas fir
somewihere in the wilderness of the Pacific Northwest. And rur-
ther suppose that your upper branches provide home and shelter
Jor the endangered spotted owl. And then one dav you hear the
~ound ot approaching chatn saws. The owis start to flap around
vou in alarm. And then you see the iumaéeriacks approaciing
Lour trunk. cnd vou realize that the toreman of the crew 15 acu-

ally Elvis, | . 1
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Bold Plan | Bush Advisers
By Bush Discount Bold

Discoumted Economic Plan

. REPUBLICANS, From Al
AldeS Sﬁ&k to Dampen years ago in New Orleans. In plan-
. . ning the convention, party officials
Expectations for Major  have scheduled a fouray emorgae
. .o e bord of speeches. designed to con-
Economic Initiative trast Bush and Clinton, round up

straying Republicans and give vot-
ers a clearer picture of what Bush

By Dan Balz and Ann Devroy would do in a second term.
Washingtoa Pust Stafl Writers Central to that picture is what

HOUSTON, Aug. 16—Senior Bush will do to stimulate the econ-
advisers to President Bush today omy. The discussion about a new
sought to dampen expectations that economic proposal was triggered in
the president would unveil a dra- part by an interview with the pres-
matic new economic program as ident in Time magazine, in which
part of his acceptance speech Bush suggested he would have new
Thursday night, a move that has economic proposals soon, and re-
been urged on him by Republicans flected . the: unresolved . economic
concerned about his reelection debate that has been raging inside
prospects. - Yoot party years:

On the eve of Bush's arrival here themge m‘:a ;m be anything
for the opening of the Republican like that in- the-speech” a senior
National Convention, there was a campaignofficial”said: today- when

flurry of speculation about how far
the president would go in present-
ing a bold tax or spending cut pro-

asked*ghout < several’ far-reaching
_ initiatives that have been under dis-

posal to spur his lagging campaign. ' ; cussion.” *This 18 an acceptance
B ang the ideas debated by Bush i | SPeech; 10t a State of the Union
s %2 been a reduction in in- | | Speech.Itsgaing to have some pol-
come tax rates paired with a new ° icy direction to it and it will certain-
value-added tax. - i ly sharpenthe differences.”

Bush comes to Houston this week “1 don't think we need a big eco-
badly trailing Democratic nominee - . nomic package gpw,'anothetse:ﬁor
Bill Clinton in the polls, and Repub- . “official said, “It would look like pan-
licans said today ‘he needs a sub- : e T

stantial boost from the convention |

to put himself back within striking 2 pffici
distance in the fall campaign. .. Jush's ¢ e 2 fie
HIn a pbt;ne call-from i;.he_ Whtiltle : T he. e

ouse to the convention floor in the - i campaign, They. sai s woukd
Astrodome, Bush sought to rally his ' :::the wmhem guc-
troops, pledging.that when the con- cecses in foreign policy; contrast his
vention is concjuded,.the American- " 'philosophy;with the, Democrats and
voters will know-*we've got a good fire up the party faithful with rhet-
program” for economic growth. . oric rgthetthan specifics. ‘

“We're going, to, talk about; our. - Reoublican National.. Committee
approach, which, encourages .fcor P apurr-e N, Boad poi
nomic opportunity for all Americans. Chmto lastm i-Richard N, by i pointed
through policies, that - reduce..the Wi hwed"zhwf.’fpemf sﬁﬁmm
burden of government on our. peo- te House chief of staff James A.
ple and ‘én-their pocketbooks,” he Baker Ill as the outline for the pres-
S, e+ oo e o e ident’s campaign message.

“ pick up the torch tomorrow,” “] thought Jim Baker's speech
Bush told his"political team gath- twas remarkable,” be told reporters. .
ered for  fadf-niiniite instructions “That. same distillation. of message
before the convention is gaveled to - ~}has-got-to be. made by. George
an opening. Bush: starting {Thursday]-'aod' re-

Because of the gluggish economy peated as often as n.
that his sapped public confidence in -.The: speculation about whether
the pr&aident,, many Republimns---] BMW mmethinglm-
feﬁevethig;'sh fﬂceg‘:ns;%tglrdcfhﬂ- matic. on. Thursday reflected the
enge this week: than he did: four nervousness ‘within-the party- and

See REPUBLICANS, A17, CoL 1 disagreement about what it will
' _ take to win the election in Novem-~

ber.
Republican sources said Bush and

his advisers have been discussing a
variety of proposals in recent days,
either for inciusion in the accep-
tance speech or sometime: later in
the campaign.
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One pm?posal -discussed recently
ml]s for a 3-permtage—pomt re- -
; mcome. ‘tax

pital tax,

Kemp's proposal would add sub-
stantially to the deficit, and Bush
has told his aides he does. not want
to do anything that would increase
the deficitior harm: ithe economy, -

Minority Léadsr Robert ]
Do!e (R

NBC's “Méét the Press,”8aid,“Th
president needs to make some dra-
matic statements, propose some .
dramatic programs.” But he criti-
cized the proposal by Kemp, ' with
whom he has long feuded on eco- -
nomics. Cutting taxes without -off-
setting spending reductions; he,
said, would be “bad medicine” for'
the economy.

Despite efforts by senior officials
to play. down expectations- for
Bush's speech, Treasury Secretary
Nicholas F. Brady, in whose depart-
ment the value-added tax proposal
ariginated, said, “I am not going to

. -E:’pmm'&‘my on’

upstage annhhg athe president

‘tare: 1

Speaking to his forces here to-
day, Bush' borrowed .a line from
Baker’s - speech wheii he said,
“We're not. going to apologize for
the tune that wem: invested in
#toiﬂte world, and,

.;iwmﬁ'e wclirld, en- g"

Conventmn planners have bullt

-the week around the theme “The
American Spirit,” and each niglit -

will focus on: a'different aspect of
that theme. ’

“We face a challenge similar to
four years ago,” said Craig Fuller,
the convention manager. “We have
to define for people what George
Bush has accomplished, which is he
helped reshape the:world . .. and
he has to define wheére he wants to
lead the couniry the next four
years,"

Opening night Monday—which
includes speeches by former pres-

r.

xdent Ronald Reagan. Goys. Jim Ed-
gar of Illinois and Carroll A. Camp-

’bell :Jr. of South ,Carolina, US.-

&&present@twe C;rlu\ Hills::

fdrmer Nationa! Security Couns;

fcpl staffer Condoleezza” ‘Rice—is
* “world® night, and Republicans hope

" to: remind people that the dramatic
! changes of the past four years did
" not come by accident or without

-work and vision by the president.

_ Tuesday night, the Republicans
‘will showcase meinbefs of the pres-
ident’s Cabinet, along with several
more governors, to make the case
that their party has a bold and dra-
matic series of domestic proposals
on education, welfare overhaul,
housing and other areas. By focus-
ing on action in the states, conven-
tion planners said, the GOP will

draw a contrast between what Re-
publlcans have been'.able to do
“where! they. have the power to im-
' plement% their \ideas’ and what has
."been done: with' a Democratic Con-
“gress in'Washington. :
’I‘uesday :night ‘also. wnll ‘include

‘ithe keynote address by: Sen;: Phil

Gramm'of' Texas, which Bush-cam-
Paign officlals sre pointing to as a

Vpartxcularly important spéech that

. is likely to'pffer a biting critique of

B Clmtonsééonomlc plan, ;.

~Wednesday night, with  First
Lady Barbara Bush as.the star at-
ETcEwn. TS TiMiy night,” an oppor-
tunity for the Republicans to make
their *values” case against the
Democrats. Other speakers include
. Marilyn. Quayle, former national
-Ldrug policy director William J. Ben-
" hett; religious broadcastet Pat Rob-
ertson and Govs. George-Voinovich
of Ohio, John Ashcroft of Missouri
and, by satellite, Pete Wilson of Cal-
ifornia.

Thursday is Bush’s night, with
convention planners saying other
speakers will underscore the impor-
tance of the office of the premdency
and the person who occupies it.
Through these speeches, the Re-
publicans hope to remind people of
Bush's experience compared to
Clinton’s inexperience.

“l think people are waiting to
take a real hard look at the two in-
dividuals,” Fuller said.
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GOP Scrambles
to Shore Up
Sinking Support

By ROBERT SHOGAN
TIMES POLITICAL WRITER

HOUSTON-—-The Republican
Party, its back against the wall, is
groping for a way to buck the tide

.of.voter. discontent that threatens

o étid the.era oI GOP.Tesurgence
that began .with. ‘Ronald Reagan’s
1980 élection. - -

‘put the blame

party's-leader, . President Bush.
His record i3 -a-total- damned
disagter -over the last four years,”
says party consultant.Eddie Mahe.
Birt the GOP'i blems. appear
far mpre cumg A 1th"eir golu-
tion may ‘well’ e an-overhaul
of the party’s traditional formulas,
now that the. %‘W&i’m ended
and economicg has slowed to

acrawl. The; Lirom the Sgviet °
"Uhion was /47 Unifying issue for
Republicans for almost half a cen-
tury, and.the | in g,pconomy of
the Reagan:

the party

e

Fahrenkopf calls “that old standby,
that Republicans will cut taxes and
spending while Democrats will tax
andspend.”... .. ____

But, adds F‘a.hrenkopf "when
George Bush took back his pledge
to the American people of ‘Read
my lips, no new taxes;! to all intents
and purposes that bedrock issue
went out with him,” '~ - & »

in all, the party is facing a grim
array: declining influence in state
legislatures and the Congress, few-
er voters identifying with the party
and possibly a crisis of faith.

“*People have disconnected
themselves from conservatism,”

lee lee GOP, A8

"With ‘the issucnf anti commu- ’
nism._neutralized, Repubhcans
were-fefl-mainly to rely on what
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_aatinuea from Al

s conservauve zcuvist Paul WL
“avrich, “hecause Lhey associaie
nservalism with ‘f{eounhca;‘.s
“epublicans wuh Geores
a0
*arnaps even mere fundamental.
_1e criucs fay the Repubiicans
=n o meet a mapr challenge
ing their 12-vear stand i he
June House. largely because oI
-oir inherent suspicion of govern-
~ent. That challenge was the cre-
~on of an aliernative approach to
a8 Democratic reiiance on gov-

_rnment Lo respona to the day-in-

-3y-gul needs and aspirations of
e cluzenry.
2olling data indicates that voters
;¢ now most concerned about
sues centered on the problems of

'ﬂmoymem education and health

ire. "These are 1ssues voters be-
ave that Demoerats have tried Lo
o something about. and on which

ey are perceived as better per-
ssrmers.” says UCLA politicai sci-

~ntist John Petrocik.

he Republican Party pros-
pers in part because of the
zimes when Democrats fail to do
vetl with their issues and some-
hing else pushes them off the
tage,” says Petrocik, himseif a

“iepublican who was a consultant

o the 1988 Bush campaign. “We
sre an alternative when the first
:noice doesn't work.”

Byush's defenders claim that the
“resident has sought to promote a
pragmatic agenda aimed at meet-

g grass-roots concerns. They cite
rronosals ranging from a capital
=3ins tax cut aimed at spurring the
pconomy 1o tax credits to help meet
*he costs of health insurance.

Republicans still can make a

slaim to be ready to campaign
ngorously on the so-cailed value
issues—those relating to social mo-
-es and personal behavior. But
ziven the nation’s prolonged eco-
nomic difficulties, such issues ap-
pear to have lost much of their
arresting nature. It is unclear, for
example, that the Republican Par-
-v's rigid opposition to abortion will
result in anything mere than an
aven break, considering the sharp
divisions among the electorate on
1hiis question.

Further hindering Republicans

nas been their failure to
achieve a political realignment that
-would have established the GOP as
<he majority party.

At the state level. where voters

tend to put & premium on the

problem-solving ability of politi-
cians. Republicans have lost
-sround. They now control 20 gov-
srnorships, three fewer than in
1981, when Reagan began his first
-=rm in the White House. And they
save full control of only nine state
zmslatures. compared with 13 in
Tl

On Capitol Hill, the Republicans
controlled the Senate with 53 seais
:vhen Reagan entered the White
tiouse. Now the GOP has oniy 43.
n the House side. the Democratic.
majority has swollen from 30 seats
to more than 100.

The most significant GOP gains
came in party identification—the
percentage of voters who view
thémseives as Republicans, re-
gardless of ‘their actual registra-
tion. In 1980, before Reagan won
the White House, Democrats had a
22% advantage over Republicans
in party identification, according to
Gallup opinion surveys. But in
1985, aided by Reagan’s personal
popularity and his 1984 landslide
reelection, the margin narrowed to
five percentage points.

. But that was as close as the
Republicans have come to catching
up with the Democrats. In fact.

they have since iost a little arotmt.
By 1991. the Gallup survey snoweg
Lhe gap had widened to nine pomnis.
In the Los angeies Times il
conducted late last week, the Dem-
ocrats had an 11-point edge.

Especially agonizing to GCP
stalwarts is that less than a vear
ago, the party—coasting on the
momentum from Bush's Gulf War
triumph—seemed to be on top of
the political heap. With Bush's
approval ratings at honeymoon
levels, a sketch on the “Saturday
Night Live” television show sati-
rized the eagerness of prominent
Democrats to find exeuses for not
challenging him in 1992,

Not only were Republicans su-
premely confident of Bush's re-
election, they were also already
counting seats they expected (o
gain in the House and Senate. aided



<y Busn’s coautails. reapporuon-
ment and the mounting public
tsgust with the Democratic-con-
volled Congress.

ut as the 1992 fall campaign
ipproaches, gloom hangs over Re-
ruplican prospects across the
soard. A battery of polls shows
sush traling Democratic stand-
.ra-bearer Bill Clinton by 20 per-
centage points or more: the new
Times Peill puts the margin at 23
percentage points. In congressional
<ompelition. meanwhile, Republi-
can pollster William Melnturff re-
vorts recording a six percentage
point drop in generic support for
Republican candidates in less than
'wo months, giving Democrats a
19% 10:32% advantage nationally.

In April of 1991, MecInturff found
support for the two parties even.

As they readied for their con-

@muen. QP matiorm
Juent cs Wrnng Cne  maxmum
2nent rom thewr martvs it
senievements. “Contrary Lo slabist
“emocraiic propdganda,” Laeir
seample reaas. Cihe  ~imnerican
sople know thal the 1980s were 2
15Ing Lige. a magnificent vecaue
.o freegom ana entrepreneurid:
etviey.”

3ut whtle the economic uige was
#3ng for at least some Americans
.uring the exght years Reagan was
‘I pOWer, economic statistics show
“hat it began to ebb when Bush
-gok over in 1989. Througn the first
“arter of 1992, economic 2Towin
sing Bush's tenure wn the White
puse has been a mere 2037
-.mpared with the 14% average
Jrowih of gross domesile product
.uring the Reagan yvears: The f12-
ire for the Bush years is the lowest
;mark by {ar of any post-Woria
Var II chief executive.

This extended period of econori-
.c drift is having an impact on GOP
support, particularly on the young
volers who were attracted to Re-
sublican ranks by the growth of
“he Reagan vears.

ahrenkopf notes that starung

with the Great Depression and

:he eiection of Franklin D. Rcose-
velt in 1932, “for 50 years, when
voung people reached political ma-
writy, about two-thirds went
Democrat. One of the changes
Reagan wrought was to turn that
around.”

But now Fahrenkopf is worried.

“I'm seeing some preliminary
polling numbers which indicate
that the hold Republicans have had
is slipping” on young voters.

GOP pollster McIntur{f sees the
threat from slow growth cutting
across the demographic spectrum.

“The Republican coalition is
enormously dependent on a good
economy to hold it together,” he
says. “During the Reagan era, lots
of people under 30. particularly
men, were attracted to the Repub-
lican Party because we had a solid.
decent economy, and Republicans
were seen as defending our inter-
ests abroad.” _

In addition to facing the danger
that these younger voters will drift
avay with the economic slow-
down. McInturif says Republicans
must also worry about ¢lder voters,
many of them white Southern
smales who were drawn to the GOP
because they perceived the Demo-
crats as “the party of giveaway to
special interests.”

‘\‘ ow. [ lelnturtf fzars that Lisse
4 ¥ voters, many of whom came 6t
ave right arter Worid War il ...
70 back to ther Demaeratic roots
xecause “there was one kind of
“hing they learned eariy in life, and
“hat is that vou don't vote Republi-

-t when times are tough.” ’

_ ~nother. more general reason
wr the GOP difficuity is simply
‘hat thev have held the White
House for so long. During such a
-0ng lenure. as conservative ana-
.¥st Kevin Phillips has pointed out.
voter patience with unkept prom-
'ses’ grows short. and incumbent
vXCUSES 10r nol meeting expecta-
tions grow stale.

) Some Republicans, however.
feel Bush has made things worse
by failing to set goals and pursue
them with vigor.

GOP consultant Mahe, who
served as executive director of the
‘party when Bush was its chairman
in 1373. condemns the President’s
record “on spending, on taxes and
on regulqtion. from a conservative
perspeclive. from a Republican
perspective and from an American
verspective. I can't figure out how
anybody can be enthusiastic about

George Bush, up to and including
Barbara Bush.”
e ]
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bie¥, i HUT BREAYEL TV crow inteniews ef

ephant as GOP

JODAY — Thomo: Tho Amerlcan Spirit and tha World

10:00 a.m. Welcoming Remark; Bob Lanier, Mayor of Houston; Sally
Atwater, wife of the late Lee Atwaler, Former chairman, Republican Naliupwl
Committee.

Adoption of GOP platform.

7:00 p.m. National Anthem: Tanya Tuckur. Speakers: outgumng Mational Re
publican Congressional Committee chairman Rep. Guy Vander Jagt (e}
Sen. Phil Gramm (Texas); Rep. lieana Ros-Lehunen (Fla.); Senate Minorit
Whip Alan Simpson (Wyo.}; U.S. Trade Representative Carla Hills; Sen. Jutu)
McCain {Ariz.) and Pat Buchianan.

M Ex-Sen. Paul taxalt (Nev.} introduces futmer President Ronotd Realas,

TUESDAY, AUGUST 18 ~ Tho American Spirit and tho Natlon

10:00 a.m. Speakers: Republican Reps..Barbara Vucanovich (Nev.) .
Nancy Johnson (Conn.); U.S. Conference of Mayors President Bill Althace.
(York, Pa.), Hispanic Chamber of Commerce President Jose-Nino.

7:00 p.m. Piedge of Altlegiance: “Dick Tracy” actor Charlie Korsmo. Sy
ers: House Minority Leader Bob Michel (Ill.), Cabinet members Jack Kenip
{Housing and Urban Development); Lamar Alexander {Education); Barliare
Frankiin {Commerce); William Reilly (Environmental Protection); Louis Sull
van (Health.and Human Services) and James Watkins (Energy).

M Govemors William Weld {(Mass.); Tommy Thompson (Wis.) and Hotse 1
nority Whip Newt Gingrich (Ga.).

M Heynote address: Sen. Phil Gramm (Texas).

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19 — Tho Amaorlcan Sphiit and tha Famli.gr

7:00 p-m. Piedge of Allegiance: Singer Lee Greenwood. Natignal Anthen
Wynonna Judd. Speakers: Télevangelist Pat Robenson; Manilyn Quayle, B
b and ex-drug czar William Bennett.
‘W Labor Secretary Lynn Martin nominates Presidant Bush.

W Seconding speeches: Sen. Mitch McConnell (Hy.), Small Business +u
ministration administrator Pat Saike; Corporation Comimission member J «
Watts and Colorado delegate Glona Gonzales Roemer.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 20 — Tho Amorican Splrit and the Prosiduency

7:00 p.m. National Endowment Health chair Lynne Cheney; Colorado Altur
ney General Gale Narton; former President Gerald rord.
M Dan Quayle accepts vice presidential nomination,
M Sen. Bob Dole (Kan.) introduces President Georgu B
‘W Bush peceptance speech. .
Wy by

-————
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THE WEEK IN HOUSTON

NETWORK TV
Monday, Aug. 17
W ABC* and CBS 9:30-11 p.m.
m NBC 10-11 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 18
W ABC*, CBS and NBC 10-11 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 19
W ABC* and NBC 10-11 p.m.
WCBS 10 p.m.-12:15 a.m.
Thursday, Aug. 20
W ABC* and CBS 9-11 p.m.
B NBC 9:30-11 p.m.
*additional coverage on “Nightiine”
W PBS 8-11 p.m. nightly. NBC will join with PBS during early evening
coverage, '
CABLE TV
B CNN 5 a.m.-1 a.m. daily. Includes talk shows and recaps.
* m'C-SPAN Uninterrupted gavel-to-gavet coverage, without editing, com
mentary or commercials.
W Comedy Central 9-11 p.m. nightly.

R Monday, Aug. 17 v .

11 am.
M Call to order
Chairman Richard N. Bond;
W Welcoming remarks
Ken Lay, chairman of Houston Host Committee; Ben:Love, co-chair
man of Houston Host Committee and chairrman of Houston Convention
Fund; Houston Mayor Bob Lanier; Judge Jon Lindsay, Harris County
Coutt; Sally Atwater, wife of the late Lee Atwater, former chairman of
Republican Nationai Committee
W Adoption. of platform

8 p.m
B Speakers
Ray Kim, Catifornia candidate for U.S. House of Representatives; Rep.
Guy Vander Jagt (Mich.), chairman of National Republican Congressional
Committee; Sarah Flores, assistant county supervisor; Los Angeles
County, Calif.; Sen. Phil Gramm (Tex.), chairman of National Republican
Senatorial Committee; Rep. lleana Ros-Lentinen{Fa.);"State Treasurer
Kay Bailey Hutchison (Tex.); Sen. Alan K. Simpson (Wyo.) U.S. Trade
Representative Carla Hills; lliinois Gov. Jim Edgar South Carolma Gov.
Carroll A. Campbell Jr.
B Entertainment .
Tanya Tucker -. - _..-';..-: :‘,g |
W Speakers .
Sen. John McCain {Ariz.); Patrlck J. Buchanan- Former senator Paul
Laxalt (Nev.); Former president-Ronald Reagan
Tuesday, Aug. 18
W Speakers | i ' )
Rep. Robert H. Mrchel ail. ). House minority leader; Wisconsin Gov.
Tommy Thompson; Lamar Alexander, education: secretary and former
Tennessee govemor; Barbara H. Franklin, comimerce secretary; William
K. Reilly, administrator, ‘Environmental Protection Agency; Mrchrgan Gov.
John Engler; Louis W. Sullivan; secretary of health and human services;
Massachusetts Gov. William Weld; Rep. Newt Gingrich (Ga.), House
minority whip; Jack Kemp, secretary of housing and urban development
Catalina Vasquez Villalpando, U.S. treasurer - - “
H Keynote Speaker S
Sen. Phil Gramm (Tex.)
Wednesday, Aug. 19
8pm.
a Natmnal anthem by Wynona Judd
il Speakers
Pat Robertson, president, Christian Broadcastrng Netwark; Chio Gov.,
George Vomovrch California Gov. Pete erson, Manlyn Quayle, Barbara
Bush
@ Nominating speech for President Bush by Labor Secretary Lynn Martin
B Seconding speeches by Sen. Mitch McConnell (Ky.); delegate Gloria
Gonzales-Roemer (Colo.); Small Business Administration chief Patricia
Saiki; J.C. Watts, member of Corporate. Commission (Okla.)
B Nominating speech of Vice President Quayle by William. J. Bennett,
former education secretary
W Roll call of states

W National anthem by Sandi Patti

& Speakers

Lynne V. Cheney, chair of the National Endowment for the Humanities;
former president Geraid R. Ford

™ Acceptance speech by Vice President Quayle

W Introduction of President Bush by Senate Minority- Leader Robert J.
Dole (Kan.)

w Acceptance speech by President Bush

WASHITIGTCU ¢
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___INNERTUBE__|]

Dot’s Politics .. e
CNN anchor Bermaind Shaw will do a live interview with .
President Bush today at‘about 2 p.m. Bush will be via
sateilite fronvindianapolis; Shaw will bain CNN'sans -
chor booth at the Republican Convention in Houston,
... CNN has lined up groups of mostly Republican vot-
€rs in Michigan, Ohio and Pennsyivania for live reports
on what they think adut the convention, to air at 8 ,
p.m.and 11 p.m, ﬂf’s.‘iveekduring'cbm?entionpover-
age.’. . .Treach;of the rap group Naughty By Nature,

will contribute reports to MTV's coverage of the'coriven-

week, and five coverage of key speechesin its 10.pim.
newscasts, with Jack Catferty anchoring from Hous-
ton. ... CN&CisbuanrEitsSpm. “Business Insid-
ers™ all weekfor o1dgney.Politics,” which will be dévot-:
ed to convention coverpge. . . . Guests on tonight's
“Chariie Rose™ (Ch.13; following oonver.:_tion) include
Rep. Newt @fsgricli (R-Ga.) and Forier exas Gov.
JohnConaaly.. . "NBC*T ;
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district, sild theEollapdk bf Sipport,
for Bush’ hﬂ&“b@ﬂl% 3!:P]ane§:

cragh. It happmed:[auicldi" j H " margin among all likely votets, - ° .
Pennsylvania , state’ Rep; , Joe - Tut as' key démographic support
@’i'.&b@ﬁtﬁgﬁwﬁw- the #Pammg such

Lehigh area,”'said Bugh {*looks;"

markedly worse here’scompared'to: -

1988, “There is tremendouis Jeeling!
for change,'and right-now;mc_f'.p;eg;g
ident ig" riot- sekn a3 ‘the agent of}

dﬁn - g 0 M ahi g o ISR - L1
. gE. : : by 5

"I the loag range, ailothed gevel-
opment that may prove even more!

- gignificant is the virtual.mnapsé'ofi

strong Republican and Bush sirpport |
among votets-18 to 30°years oid," 3

This group was supposed to bér’ .
comie the leading edge of an évolv-? -

ing Republican realignment, as the'

population®¢f:'plder, .more® Demo-? -

cratic yoterg d¢tlined. But-in the’
most recent Wyishingtori Post-ABC :
News poll, ‘ilig group that ‘ost fa?
vors Democratic nominee Bill Clin-"
ton gﬂd opposes Bush is likely vot-

big o, among
9'an extraordinary

e

43-goigt margin, 70 to 27 percent,

has

+t0 ran - overall *26-point

id for the GO

soul, el P IS - § [
grolips 38 whils working-class vot-
ers and: the ybwwe Republican
CPauHR.ﬁbn'ls'--'qnder ‘géographic as+
83 |_._.,.¢:.'1‘-:‘_:~.---;§.|'.4!v..‘_ mph e T :

L [ ) s s the

Pulitic’ *polls’” taketi”
. Democratic converitioh shaw. Clin-

ton Holding leads of Varying sizes in
every southeristatgr~the region of

the

coatry thatls .
. vide'the’oofe oF & dedisive'Repub

ised to pro- -

lican electoral collége advantage, * -
And in California,:the most’pop-' -
ulous state: which B voted for the”

Republican ‘presidential nominee in'-

Bi%*'

‘consetutiveelections; Clinton™

holds iich 4 strong Jésid—62 to 28 -

percént: acponding

late
off.

it acconditig to'a Field Poll
{ast -moiith-kthat: Republicans

are- considering ‘writing the ‘state'

-

-

U

John McClintock; : a - California
state agsemblyman now running for
the House seat held by Rep. Antho-
ny C. Beilenson (D), spcke almost
neatalgically about the Reagan co-
alition in his state: - -

“They were the middle class, the
warking people of the state. They

‘were solid for Reagan in the 1980s,

and : the majority were looking at
[Ross] Perat when he was ruming.
Now they.repiegent a very broad
and very weak portion of Clinton's
voters.wha ate there not so much
because they like Clinton, but be-
cause they have given up on Bush.
. -« The core of the Reagan agenda
was to contain the growth of the
federal bureaucracy, and to resist
further tax increases and, of course,
both of those policies have been
reversed.” -

McClintock is part of the conser-

vative’ revolution ‘whose ‘commit-
ment was based largely on econom-
ics. While Bush commands signif-
jcant support from the moral and

e in bkt = b VR B g1l T

ornié:Conseryatives; Reagan Has Lost His Appeal

T ey Yo ep AL .
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religious right—another key Re-
publican constituency—even there
his backing is far more fragmented
that it had been for Reagan in 1980
and 1984 or for Bush himsélf in
1938. Jeh and it

s Bush and his wife, Barbara,
struggle to bridge deeply IEF%-
sions on such issues as abortion and
gay rights, their own contradictory
statements provoke worry and
doubt on the religious right that
could well reduce the enthusiasm
essential for a strong turnout Nov.

“In the religious-world, someone
who is an apostate is viewed with
more suspicion than someone who
is a heretic,” said Richard Cizik of
the National Association of Evan-
gelicals. Bush made “an- overt at-
tempt to identify with the evangel-
icals on religious and moral issues,
and thus when the president is per-
ceived to depart from those stands
which he took, the effect is all the
worse,”

A T
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THE 1992 BEPUBLICM NATIONAL CONVENTION
The Glpper Tr1e§ 10‘Wii More for Bush

patrician, not middle-clasa—p' " were ; .middle ‘o .Inthe polmcs of us’ and ‘them,’ Rea-
By Thomas B. Edsall ! ..., the lifeblood of his 54 percent v r!flg'ﬁg ', sant!dlfasdc?ne o represent ‘them.’ *
: - They were the men .ﬁlld women pe,"auaded to aban- Republn:an sotirces, who did not want to speak on the
HOUSTON, Aug. 16—On opening night, Republi® goq blue-collar, Democratic roots, fo yote: for 2 blues ¢ record about such a GOP icon as Reagan, generally con- *
cans will call once again on Ronald Reagan, the founder .4 Republmn by Wil]xe Horton the .ﬁCLU the' firmed these findings, and a new CBS News-New York
of the conservative revolution that has fallen into dis-", death penalty and the prgmi not | ‘E}?ﬂ Heu's Times poll shows that 45 percent of voters nationally

array under President Bush. o . t have an unfavorable view of Reagan, compared to 37
Reagan will lead off the featured speakers as the Re- toctll:: Ge;n:nsie W RRCRLAY: @ hard- h'a'* \peroent with a ﬁmble opinion. gan . P
publican National Convention celebrates Bush's forelgﬁ“*: backers o d’“‘!r i:qnén 19 ? voters pro; PL= i"For those of us who helped build the conservative
policy successes. The sight of the 81-year-old former vided an édge of muscle and grit.to R}__puhl! coalls;,, movement, there'are two heroes, [former Arizona sen-
president on the podium Monday night will surely make . tion widely perceived as dofninatéd by the’rich and €0r~..: 300 ird 1964 Républican'presidential nomipee] Barry
the hearts of ideologues beat faster. But there is also pomﬂons-‘m : Bigrce . cvpios, ‘Goldwater and Ronald Reagan. There is no way that a
strong evidence that among a crucial iﬁgment of con- :  This year, in“contrast, the Reagan rats sho W party that has owes Reagan so much could not give him
servative voters, the memory of Reagan has soured—  the greatest potential tg retum the Dempcratic Par- key apot at the convention,” said a prominent Repub:
that the Reagan méssage will play far bétter here ifiside  ty. In a study of Reagan Uémo he key states of lican; “But,” he added, “that' doesn’t ‘mean havmg him -

the Astrodome than on the outside. . i ! Michigani, Jllinoig-and . hlisan Rezeh ﬁ'hmh

! o gt 8 ) Ac.urhere s going to-hel iorthe eneralelectmn
The Reagan magnetism that: pulle rworking- amf& m' ‘Soind that-Redgan-had Fhat uofaviras Th’gl i of'*thg Reagzu? mystique is being felt
middle-class voters into the Republi d‘—-%a UG ‘of & e ril s oRpuRlis ificials: 63 pet l'throingh” cularly by local Republi-
tion Bush desperately needs to revive Jost somgja w ; ar v i p%g-l&- e in théﬁNo ri.h an f;‘ South ho wer;: swept into office
its appeal with those voters, polls and interviews show.(3r g - PR ..},.;.:?“:l Wo ﬂdng lass ‘districts’ during the conservative

i iy
lef? 'ifu:lfl t::dnmset ﬂgﬂg&p%l&c;ligsa%e: g::g:ﬁ;{; his stlrvl}'y, ot , revolution ‘of the 19808 They were less reluctant to

Democrat: the socially conservative, working- or mid-' data show that “aslot oi"voters, particilarly. working-";" voice their.concern. ‘

dle-class, often SCatl\.cdl:c often ethnic, white %ot(:ar who_  class Democrats, now-think of the!Reagan-administra--.  While contending that Bush can pull it out in the long

provided crucial margins in state after state. tion as the tirhe when WB started to get into oir eco- haul, North Caralina state Rep. Leo Daughtry (R), who : ; e,
For Bush—the only Republican president elected nomic mess. Reagan is;fiow nmguhﬂy remembered as  faces a tough fight after redistricting of his Smithfield  gurveys show that Reagan, who is to spenk tomgllt. hal

after the New Deal whose roots are upper-class and  the presidént’ who cared Inote Mt the mh than the See REAGAN, Al6, Col. 1 lost some appeal among working- and middle-class voters.
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SY DAVID GERGEN

Enter the new deputy president

ooarow Wilson heavily depenaed upon nis
friena Cul. Edward House 10 re ms iink o Eu-
= rope during [he eariv davs of Worid War [
Franklin Rooseveit cared so much about his aiiing 1r1end
Aarre Hookins that ne wnvited him o nve at the White
House durng the penod he was sending Hopkins over-
-eas o talk with Churchiil una Stalin. Jack Kennedy
vanted Bobby around so keenty that he certied the eotics
.nd made him attornev general. But tar Georve Bush,
‘Im Baker mav he more indispensable than anv o them.
Baker 1~ ~oul mate. closest .

quatity e every Bush camoargn over me past 20 vears. With
:he excepuon or Baroara Busi. no one eise can i Busn
when he 15 wrong— Ny eXpecr another audience.

\Whart makes this roundup difterent irom 1he past is tnat
Bush the campaigner i~ Aso siting president and. m s
hour o1 need. 1S SNAMNE U0 UADFECEULNIEQ AMOUNT 3 POWLT
with his rriend, Baker s notonw [0 be CRiertanm o1 campsiuen
Jand White House: Busn aiso wants Bim (o uraw un 2 oodcs
agenda that wiil be the centerpiece of the next rour vears.
1t°s Baker wno wiil heip the president decide what meat te
UL N DS CCcepLance aauress at

e L

miend, sounger protner. Duicn
incie. campaign manager.
Zhief lieutenant. wennis partner
S0 wgeasional rival e Bush.
Ldst week the president diso
made him deputy president, ut
‘east tor a while.

Whether Baker can pull the
3ush campatgn out or 1S deen
wle 15 prooiemate. ‘When ne
zave up his Treasury post in
1988 on his last rescue mission.
his friend‘was only seven points
iehind heading into the GOP
convention. and opponent Mi-
chael Dukakis proved an easy
target. This ume. Bush goes 10
the GOP convention 21 points
behind in the latest L.5. News
poll agmnst an opponent who is
running the sirongest. hungri-
est Democratic effort in vears.

What Baker will do in the
short term i$ rejuvenate a
White House statf so misman-
aged in recent months that it
has lost confidence in iwself,
Despite solid accomplishments in other posts. Sam Skin-
ner was wholly miscast as chief of statf. Aides last week
descriped scenes of chaos and indecision. especially in the
wake of the Los Angeles riots. when Skinner was said to be
sprawied on a couch. wavering between a hard response
and a compassionate one (typicallv. Bush split the differ-
cnce and was politically damaged). Some junior aides were
{iterally crving at the welcome news of Baker's return.
expecting him (o bring crisp. competent leadership. Baker
is coming. t00. wit his own brain trust from State. The
Baker Four—Bob Zoellick. Margaret Tutwiler. Dennis
Ross and Janet Mullins — will now be running a cood deal
of the government as well as the campaign.

The truth-sayer. Bush clearly preterred to leave Buker at
state —who wants arescuer? —bur he also wants to win and
“e I5 more comfortable with Buker nearbv. A few davs
before the Baker announcement. George W. Bush spoke

?ﬁvbullishly ot GOP prospects. saving that his dad was now

focusing on the campaign and beginning to connect again
on the stump. Still. he added. Baker has brought a speciai

‘Bush must make it plain to voters
he and Baker will now devote the
next term to changing the country.’

tite UOP convenuon 1ine vas
Baker was named. tne meal
was suli missing). li's Baker
1o wiil J00K 10r wavs 1o soose
up the economy. Baker wno
will fend off Congress. Baker
who wiil conunue to oversee
Middle East talks.

Dan Quavle wiil remun
Bush's running mate, out ne
must wonder whether Baker
will now eclipse him in the pub-
lic eve. Could he indeed be-
come & sufrogate running
mate”? Relations berween
Quavie and Baker have been
strained since the last conven-
tion. and associates say private-
lv that Baker has worked toclip
Quavle's wings in foreign ai-
fairs. In recent weeks. Quavle
has often been the most etfec-
tive spokesman for the admin-
istratton. but that rofe. too.
couid fail to Baker. Some even
envision a bigger responsibility.
Asked last week whether Baker
was now to be the administration’s answer to Al Gore. a top
Bush adviser smiled. "Na. he’ll be going toe-to-toe with
Clinton.” Of late. the Democratic candidate has had-almost
free rein to let Bush speak and then attack in the same news
cvcle: now the White House has someone who can take on
Clinton in return. and in the same news cvcle.

The unanswered question is how long Baker will stick
around the White House. A person close 1o him says he
hates to give up foreign policy —znd even thinks it unfair —
because he has become a statesman and loves working with
Bush to change the world. Who would want to become a
grubby “pol™ again? If Bush wins. by this theory. Baker will
quickly help him assemble a team tor a second term and
then return to State. No. argues another friend. Baker over
time accepted the inevitabilitv of this move. Soon. he wiil
realize thar in order for the president’s second-term pians
to be politically credible. Bush must make it plain o voters
that hre and Baker 1ogether will now devote the next term
to changing the countrv. However reluctantly. Baker may
he deputy president longer than ne wants. 3
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By. Janet Cawley
chicago Tribuno oy

. WASHINGTON:—A-sfern

Ba took direct aim at
MM of the. Republican

National Committee. Thursday,

[ | Clinton U S economy ‘lhe key in foraign affairs. Page 5.

‘M Desplte health concerns, Eagleburger a survivor. Page 5.

M Bush campaign boss Mary Matalin pulls no punches. Tempo.

den and.the Ova] Office, the first
»:lady. way adamant: that the cam-

chastising him for attackmg Hil- |
lary Clinton and declaring, “I:
don’t like that kind of cam‘
paigning. paign should be fought on the
Speaking to a .small group records and characters of the
reporters Ill the -family’s smmg two candidates and not their

room overlooking the Rose Gar-  wives.

Py

'

. “I mepn there are two people tain that GOP Chairman Rich

running ‘this year, period,” she Bond had been wrong.

said. | Bond claimed Wednesday in
But her husband, in an inter- Houston that if Bill Clinton

view with' Scripps Howard News were elected; it would mean “ad-

Service, sounded a little less cer-

‘See Bush, pg. 4.




Bush

Continued from page 1

vising Clinton on every move
‘would be] that champion of the
amily, Hillary Clinton, who
believes kids should be able to sue
their Igamnts rather than helping
with the chores as they are asked
to do. She has likened marriage
and the family to slavery. She has
referred to the family as a depen-

dencr relationship that deprives °
e .

people of their rights.”

aides distributed copies of a 1974
essay by Hillary Clinton that ap-
eared in the Harvard Education
eview. But Clinton aides said
Bond had twisted her words into

“lies.”
If Bond thought Hi Clinton

was too independent, he didn't:.
reckon with another indepéndent "

woman, Barbara Bush.

Asked about his remarks, Bush

said, “I don’t like it. I'm not going
to hie to you about that. I don’t
like attacking. I think he’s got a
great candidate to push and I
ope he will. ... I'm devoted to
Rich Bond but ... if you're going
to krock [someone] you ought to
knock the other person running.”

Asked if she had phoned Bond
10 convey her displeasure, she re-
* pliéd, *I don't have to. 'm talking
about it to you.”
JIn the Scripé)s Howard inter-
view, the president stepped more

gcntl'y. “I] think what Bond was

To back up his remarks, Bond‘

Tribune photo by Ermie Cox Jr.
Barbara Bush speaks her mind
Thursday at the White House.

doing [in criticizing Hillary Clin-
ton], as 1 understand it, was
quoting positions that she had
publicly taken,” he said. *... If it

was factual and stuff then that's
quite different from just attacks on
my wife. I think if you’re going to

be in the issue business, it's fine to
talk about issues. Barbara Bush is
not in the issue business. She’s in
something else.”

The difference of opinjion be-
tween Barbara Bush and Bond fol-
lows close on the heels of another
Republican upheaval over a vitu-
perative press release by political
director Mary Matalin that the
president eventually disowned.

During the session, Bush was at
times exasperated, at times re-
signed, at times combative as she
took r¢porters’ questions.

On other topics Bush:

B Said she thought the cover-
age earlier this week of a report—
based on a book footnote quoting
a man now dead—that the presi-
dent may have had an affair with
an aide was “uply.” She told re-
porters, “I think you ou%ht to be
ashamed of yourselves [tor] even
printing those things or asking
them.”

She cailed it a “lie in every way,
shape and foim. ... And I felt the
same -way—I don’t have a double
standard—I felt the same way
about printing the Bill Clinton
story [claiming he had an affair
with Gennifer Flowers].”

M Dismissed rumors that the
president was ill as “nutty ... I
mean he's the strongest man in
the world.”

She said she was particularly
amused by a fumor that he was
going to have open-heart surgery
after the election. “Do you think I
would let the person | love more

than life run for public office if he
was going to have open-heart sur-
- gery after the campaign?”’

M Said she thought several re-
cent articles critical of her, par-
ticularly one in Vanity Fair, were
attempts to get at the president.
“We've got four months before the
election,” she said. “How do you
get to George Bush? Clobber his
wife.”

B Described her convention
speech on family values next week
as “sort of a little Mighty Mousec.
I mean it's nothing. It’s very short,
1 mean like five minutes. .
Don’t expect anylhing ‘cause
you’re not going to get it.”

il Declined to answer questions
about her position on abortion,
adding, “When I run for office
you ask me and I'll tell you.”
Asked if she would support the
conservative abortion plank drawn
up this week in Houston, she re-
plied, “I'm going to answer that
next week.”

M Said she agreed completely
with the president’s remark that if
a granddaughter said she wanted
to have an abortion he would try
to counsel her against it, “but of
course I'd stand by my child.”

The best thing to do, she said, is
to teach children to abstain from
sex. “I'm not sure in my own mind
whether it's worse to get AIDS or
whether it’s worsé to be a 14-year-
old who has to quit school, have a
baby, can’t take care of it and
knows that she is locked into pov-
erty the rest of her life.”




\irs. Bush chides GOP

hea«i on tactics

By John W. Mashek
GLOBE BTAFF D . .
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WASHINGTON — In another algn’of;dis-
agveement among Republicans about campalgn |
tac.ics, Barhura Bush expressed her disapprov- '
al vesterday of Richard Bond, the party chair- ;
man, for hi: eriticism of Hillary Clinton, the
wile of the emocratic presidential nominee.

I don't like it. 'm not going to lie to you
about that. [ don't like attacking,” Mrs, Bush
sail in a 3G-minute interview with several re-
poi ters in the White House. s
In a separate interview Wednesday, she .

sugyested that abortion should not be in the Re-
- publiean-plal form—
“First,” +he said of Bond’s remarks, “I don't
like that kind of camnpaigning. And secondly,
when you have a superb candidate of your own,

I don't think you need to knock other people.”
Bond, speaking on Wednesday in Houston,
whure the Republicans hold their convention
next week, had accused Hillary Clinton of
equaling mutriage and the family with slavery.
Bill Clinton’s aides said Bond had turned her
wourds, from 4 Law Review article, into lies, and
Clinton him. elf said the GOP was “getting piti-
BUSH, Page 4 '

Barbara
!l BUSH '
Continued from Page 1

ful” with its campaign’rhetorie.

Mrs. Bush said she had not econveyed .

her feelings to Bond, :to whom she said
she was devoted. “I don't have to. I'm
talking about it to you,” she seid with a

<Bmile; Asked if she thought Mrs. Clinton*

“wns seeking to be'n copresident with her
*husband, Mrs. Bush said, “I don’t even
. know her.”
Despite numerous ‘attempts to draw
ber out on the question of abortion, Mrs.
. Bush was adamant about not revealing
her feelings on the subject — except to say
that she supported her husband. “I don’t
know the answer,‘so'don’t ask. I've had it
with abortion,” she eaid.
She gaid children should be taught to
. abstain from sex, becapse with the danger
"of AIDS, promiscuous sex has become a
 eath threat in soclety. “We_should be
v;eaying ‘to ourjchildren: Waitf. .. don’t
% have sex. Wait until the time i8'right; until

" Lyou're educated and you can'take care of

your children.’” i

In an interview Wednesday with news
magazines, Mrs. Bush suggested that the
question of abortion shiould not be in the,

Republican platform. “I'm saying abor-.

tion should not be in there, pro or con,”

_she said. “It's a personal choice, is what

{-:rm Bﬂying." . ,‘,

,+ - Yesterday, Mrs. Bush said she would
diselose her views on abortion if she were
running for public office. She also said
there were more important issues for the
nation in the election, such as péace, secu-
rity, the economy, health care, crime and
education, And she criticized the Demo-
cratic-controlled Congress for not doing
more about them. I

Bhe =also b -contained -her anger

over' s’ story -earller this week alleging:
that George Bush, then vice president,
had had an affair with an aide eight years
ago in Geneva.

“It is ugly, and the press ought to be
ashamed of themselves, printing sotne-

" thing that is a lie. T felt the same way - I

don’t have a double standard - about
printing the Bill Clinton story, from a
woman who was paid” for the story.

i “I thought that was disgusting. It has
not been the best of political times,” she
said, referring to articles during the
‘Democratic primary season about Clin-

'ton’s alleged affair.

Later, however, Mrs. Bush said that
Clinton “never denied he had a fling, did
he? That doesn't mean George Bush
shouldn’t be smeared with the same
brush when he didn’t.”

Mrs, Bush also said she was ineredu-
lous about rumors of the president’s
health. In recent weeks, a variety of re-
ports have circulated, including one that
he might drop out of the race because of

" poor health,

“There were stories that he was going
to have open heart, surgery after the cam-
paign,” Mrs. Bush said. “That’s nutty.

He's the strongest man in the world..

Then, there was the report that he had
lupus. The dog has lupus. The president is
in great physical shape.”

Mrs. Bush, whose popularity in a Bos-
tor Globe poll was 75 percent, or about
twice Bush’s rating, expressed surprise
that her planned speech at the convention
next week has raised so much interest. It
will, she said, be a five-minute address on
family values, which she defined as “de-
cency, honest, sharing, caring and loving.”

In the interview, Mrs. Bush played
down her popularity and her role. “I
make no decisions,” she said. “I don’t
have to say no to anyone.”

Mrs. Bush's comments about Bond
are the latest in a series of disagreements
pbout campaign strategy. Yesterday the
president appointed James A. Baker 3d

* a8 chief of staff, in a move widely thought

to be aimed at reinvigorating the cam-
paign. And last week, Bush appeared to
pull back from aggressive tactics, charac-
terizing a4 campaign worker’s reference to
Clinton’s “bimbo eruptions” as “across
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Barbara Bush meéets with reporters yesterday in the White House.

Bush chides GOP chairman
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the line.”

Although Mrs. Bush has enjoyed fa-
vorable publieity during her years in the
White House, s few highly ecritical ac-
counts of her life, such as an article in a
recent issue of Vanity Fair magazine,
have appeared. Asked about the Vanity
Fair article, which porirays her as mean-
spirited, she said: “How do you get

George Bush? You elobber his wife.”

Mrs. Bush said she expects her hus-
band to win in November — but she will
not be devastated if he does not. “Of
course I'm not going to be broken-heart-
ed. I'm going to be with the man T respect
and like most in the world,” she said.
Eventually, she said, the Bushes plan to
settle in Houston.

E. \O. '\__}\\‘
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HOUSTON.

: AT the Friday morning
meeting of Presldent

. Bush's conventlon
staff, senior political ad-
viser Charlie Black ex-
pressed relief that Barbara
Bush had chosen to come
out of the closet as pro-
choice on abortion only

after the most conservative -

Republliean platform ever
had been locked up..
Anti-abortion activists
suspect that the First Lady
publicly espoused the posi-
tion of abortion-rights Re-
publicans — that the GOP
platform ignore the issue —
in order to calm the party's
angry pro-choicers, ~
Whether or not it was Mrsa.
Bush's goal, her outburst
came as a shock to her hus-
band's political coimselors.
Black was  blindslded
’l‘hursday night when a tele-
- wision Interviewer ashked
him about her statement. .
The hard truth Is that
Barbara Bush, for all her
popularity as a mother fig-
ure, is irrelevant to the in-
ternal dynamiecs of the
president’s comeback  at-

IIIIWI.MI]I EVAHS &

tempt and the future of the
GOP. Republicans are not
going to lurch leftward to

- the middle because Bill

Clinton and Al Gore paint
themselves as centrlats.

There is no ideological
warfare between the cam-
palgn and the Republican
right, because the presl-
dent’s team has chosen not
to fight such a self-defeat-
ing struggle.

The return to the White
House of James A, Baker,
cnee abhorred by conserva-
tives as thé high priest of
pragmatism, was welcomed
by the right, because he

would bring order and disci-

pline to the campalgn with-

out plowing new ideological
und.

The abortion question
shows how much the GOP
has become the party of the
right. Whatever errant
thoughts of softening the

pro-life stand might have

been entertalned by Bush
girategists over the past
four years, they have come

“to understand that anti-

abortion actlvism is now in-
tegrated into the GOP's
nervous system.

Most pro-choice Republi-
can politiclans realize there
is no sense In fighting this
reality. Maine Gov. Jock
McKernan decided not to
come to Houston last week
to uge his seat on the Plat-
form Committee to lead the
pro-choice cause. McKer-
nan, along with Massachu-
setts Gov. Willlam Weld,

ed to a watery resolu-
tion devised by Black which
called for all parties in the
dispute to back the ticket.

What, then, was Barbara
Bush up to? “This is her last
campaign” one of her hus-

band’s aides told us, “and I
think she wants to have her
say about what should bhe
sald.”

Actually, she Is reported
by campalign insiders to be
far more upset about Re-
publican National Chair-

Quayle aide
helps draft
party’s most
conservative
platiorm

man Rich Bond's attack on
Hillary Clinton than about
the platform's abortlon
clause. She delivered a
scorching Washington-to-
Houston telephone rebuke to
Bond, whom she has known
since his early 20s.

But if the president is to be
re-elected, his campaign
cannet possibly please old-

fashioned Republicana of the..

First Lady's social class and
generation. The arbiter of
how moderates Bush and
Baker will seek. to retain
power will not be Mrs. Bush
but that remarkable plat-
form.

This document was not
snegked in at the last minute
by a right-wing cabal. On
the contrary, it has been in
preparation for months
under the direction of some-
body from the heart the
Bush administration official
family: Willlam Gribbin,
Vice President Dan Quayle's
legislative ailde, who has
been involved in drafting in-
creasingly conservative
platforms starting in 1980,

Beyond its abortion lan-

e, scarcely a page of
the 1992 edltion falls to leap
to the right of Bush policy:
ofl driling on the Outer
Continental Shelf, no homo-
sexual marrlages or adop-
tions, implicit abolition of
the National Endowment
for the Arts and even a

Associated Press

BARBARA BUSH: Ol of the pro-choice closet. .

“structure” to stop illeg:l
Mexican immigration.
“George Bush won all the
primaries, but Pat Bu-
chanan could have claimed
that he won the platform,” a
Bush platform aide told us.

But from Bush's high’

command comes nol one
hostile word. His campuign
aldes, many personally pro-
cholce and generally mod-

erate, are delighted. They

believe that only an aggres-

- sively rightist tone can

mobilize the conservalive
base and prod Clinton-Gore
into attacks on them that
undermine the Democratic
ticket’s centrist pretensions.

Whether Bush wins or not,

* the Republican future points

to the right. While it is fash-
ionable to say nobody reads
platforms, the document will
not go away. “Looking Llo-
ward 19986, Gribbin told us,
“it will sit on the tummy of
the Republican Partly like an
undigested meal”
It surely will cuilas 13

Lara Bush's senliments
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Barbara Bush Letter on Gays Cited

® A major gay rights organization has dis-
covered some silver lining in the Republican
National Convention’s “traditional family
values” night Wednesday.

Despite use of family values as “a short-
hand phrase by conservatives to indicate
opposition to gay and lesbian civil rights,”
the Gay and Leshian Voice '92 contends
that the keynote speaker that night, Bar-
bara Bush, has “in fact expressed support
for gay rights and ‘compassion for all gay
Americans and their families.” "

The gay organization has produced a
1990 letter h wrote to Paulette
Goodman, president of the Federation of
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays.

“I firmly believe that we cannot tolerate
discrimination against any individuals or

groups in our country,” Rarbara Bush
wrote. “Such treatment always brings with
it pain and perpetuates hate and
intolerance. ... Your words speak elo-
quently of your love for your_child and your
compassion for all gay Americans and their
families.”
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f OUSTON — These people
are so disorganized, why,
you might even think they
Ml were Democrats. Old-style
Democrats, from 1972, maybe.

As the Republicans gathered in
Houston yvesterday, they were all over
the lot. They couldn’t agree on tax
cuts, abortion, whether Vice Presi-
dent Quayle is a help or a hurt to the
ticket, or even whether it
would be prudent to bomb Sad-
dam Hussein.

“You could argue either side
of that,” campaign chairman
Robert Mosbacher said when
asked about the political bene-
lits of bombing Baghdad.

The argument for bombing:
President: Bush, down 17%
against Arkansas Gov. Bill
Clinton, needs a dramatic

EY- Tt S et et
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body thinks, the President is not going
to do much about abortion if he is re-
elected. Bush keeps ducking when he
is asked whether he will propose a
constitutional amendment to outlaw
it.

Cut taxes, bul cut spending?

On taxes, GOP conservatives nostal-
gic for the Reagan cra are calling for

boost in the polls. On the other

hand, suppose some U.S. pilots were
captured — and were then displayed
on Iraqi TV from now until Election
Day. That would be Jimmy Carter all
over-again.

Neither the President nor First
W agrees witfl the
plalterm, which wants to outlaw
abortion in all circumstances. Bush
would permit abortion In cases of
rape or incest; Mrs. Bush thinks abor-
tion shouldm’t be in the platform at
all.
No matter. Regardless of what any-

a dramatic, across-the-board cut in
top rates. But malnstream Republi-
cans like Senate Minority Leader Bob
Dole and former Commerce Secretary
Robert Mosbacher warned that a tax
cit would do no good unless Congress
also cut spending. Without spending
reductions, the tax cut would just in-
crease the [ederal deficit.

The party is even divided over the
wisdom of Democrat-bashing. Some of
its cleverer strategists realize that in
the current economic sluggishness
Bush cannot win without a strong pos-

.....
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itive message on jobs, health care aud
education. The childish pelitical op-
eratives of the Bush campaign, how-
cver, continue to issue press releases
that simply denounce Bill Clinton as
“Slick Willie.” This is as deep as they
dare think: Win by trashing the appo-
nenl.

Rich Bond, the Republican national
chairman, seems almost to have given
up hope that Bush can beat Clinton.
He keeps trying to run Barbara Bush
against Hillary Clinton. y

For the record, everyone has rallied
around Vice President Quayle, but
Newsweek magazine reported yester-
day that Secretary of State Buker,
newly named as the savior of the Bush
campaign, had tried to winkle Quayle
off the ticket.

Four years ago, it was so much sim-
pler. Then there was a clear, even
though hybrid, ideology: Sununu-
Noonanism. Bush’s first term in his
own right would be a continuation of
Ronald Reagan's conservative philos-
ophy, as interpreted by Gov. John (No
New Taxes) Sununu, plus a veneer of
compassion as provided by speech-
writer Peggy (Kinder and Gentler)
Noonan.

In addition, the Republican Parly
had a glue that both held it together
and attracted Democrats and inde-
pendents: Revulsion at a soft-on-
crime, overly tolerant, Big Govern-
ment, weird-lifestyle, weak-defense,
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of whited sepulchers. ..

Nag-hating, prayer-scorning, high-tux
Democratic Party — as periectly cx-
emplified by candidate Mike Dukakis.

Two things changed: One, Bill Clin-
ton seized control of the Democratic
Party and threw out a lot of its old or-
thodoxies. Two, middle Americans {i-
nally realized that the Reagan-Bush
promises on crime, taxes, jobs and
schools weren’t paying off for them.

Lesson in the worst

You need only come Lo Houston 1o
see what went wrong with the Repub-
lican Party. All the worst traits' ol
America are here: Great wealth and
great poverty squeezing the middle
class from both ends, tax hikes for
working people coupled with a deteri-
oration of public services, luxurious
but underoccupied office buildings
built with speculative loans from col-
lapsed S&Ls, nightmarish violence in
the sireets and destructive urban
sprawl.

At a pre-convention reception Sal-
urday night; guests walked past a cor-
don of police into an air-conditionc.i
fortress — a bank, actually — and
sipped their drinks as homeless men
in the squalid street outside literall,
pressed their noses against the win
dows.

And this is the town Bush calis
home. All his friends are dolng fine
Unfortunately for Bush, there are not
too many of them,
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Houston does its best
to give a warm howdy

By Elisabeth Hickey

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

HOUSTON
eorge Bush and the Repub-
- lican Party could use

some of that famed Texas

hospitality about now.
Delegates to the Republican Na-
tional Convention arrived here after
a week of dispiriting squabbling
over abortion that showcased the
party at its most schizophrenic, and
reports that the bash might be

eclipsed by a U.S. attack on Irag.
The delegates need  get in a
good mood, convention coordinators
say, s0 they will put on a unified
show, cheer real loud for the pres-
ident and refrain from trying to
smuggle pro-Buchanan or pro-
choice signs past security guards at
the seven entrances to the Astro-

dome.

“But we can always slip Magic
Markers in our waistbands and turn
around the signs they give us and
write what we want,” a California
delegate says with a mischievous
grin.,

Houston's official hosts tried to
give arriving delegates a warm
howdy. They want to play up the fact
that thisis not, thank God, New York.

As delegates step off planes at
Houston Intercontinental Airport

they are greeted by about 150 volun-

teers wearing star-spangled red,
white and blue vests.

Although Houston has been fight-
ing mightily to shed its image as a
cow town and showcase itself as a
cosmopolitan, sophisticated city,
host to the Economic Summit in

see TEXAS, page D2
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1990, many volunteers wear denim
and bandannas, boots and brightly
colored cowboy hats.

Delegates, oblivious to Houston's
identity crisis, chatter happily about
rodeocs and electronic bulls and spot-
ting cowboys on the street.

They are in for a rude shock. Such
sightings are virtually unknown, un-
less you go to a country music ciub.
Gilley's, the cowboy bar made fam-
ous by John Travolta in “Urban Cow-
boy.” is long gone. If delegates want
a wiiff of that cowboy aura, they can
stop by the hall adjacent to the As-
trodome where the media have set
up shop. It's used for livestock shows
during the annual rodeo and still car-
ries a faint, fragrant reminder.

But whatever works.

| B ]|

When the delegates check into
their hotels, they get a gift bag
stuffed with goodies and “survival
tools,” including T-shirts and sun-
glasses, a jalapeno sucker, vitamins.
antacid, aspirin and lip balm. Each
delegation was to be welcomed with
aninformal party last night, many at
private homes.

“We're trying to make everybody
very excited about being in Houston.
We're happy to have them,” says
Stacee Pierson, director of airport
operations for the Republican Na-
tional Committee.

“A lot of people here are from
somewhere else and we're very open
and friendly” says Elizabeth Lusk, a
salesgirl at Neiman Marcus and a
convention usher.

Well, maybe not everyone.

Houston, which got up and dusted
itself off after'the '80s oil bust only
to be knocked down again by the na-
tional recession, is rather cranky
lately. Maybe it's just August, with
the unbearable temperatures. But a
recent Rice University poll shows
the city’s mood at its lowest in years.
The famed can- do spirit seems a tad
forced.

Complams_ one cabbie: “I'll be po-
lite and.nice. But to the common
man, what igit going to do formeand’ .
mine? Absalittely pothing. Judging |

from the Republicans’ past perform- » ®

ances, what do you have mbe excxted
about?” ., ,-r .
RS | in

The [alk on radio programs is
how to avoid the traffic. :

Traffic is a four-letter word. in
Houston, a city of 581 square miles
of unruly urban sprawl erected with-
out benefit of zoning laws. The
downtown is niot the center of things;
there is no center of things.

You can't walk to the Astrodome,
really, because no one walks in
Houston, unless it’s in the under-
ground tunnel system. And besides,
the Astrpdome is six miles from
downtown (a $10 cab ride) and sur-
rounded by miles of parking lots.

Protesters are not really demon-
strating around the Astrodome this
week. All rallies are at a trampled
field a quarter-mile down the street.

| § 1]

But bad moods and heat and traf-
fic aside, Houston has embraced at
least one potent symbol of the Re-
publican Party: elephants.

They are everywhere: at the Her-
mes store at the Pavilion, where an
elephant tie can be had for $100.

At the Hyatt, headquarters of the
Repubiican National Commmittee and
the New York delegation, where all
day long folks pose for pictures in
front of an 11-by-7-foot chocolate
elephant that required 356 man
hoursand 227 pounds of milk, white
and dark chocolate,

At the bankrupt Houstentan Ho-

x:al malaise. To cheer him up, she

tel and Conference Center (the
Bushes “live” in suite 271}, where
two topiary elephants adorn the en-
trance like Chia pets and a 12-pound
chocolate elephant stands in the
lobby.

Elephants trimmed from bushes
adorn the entrance to the Astro-
dome.

And for exclusive backyard par-
ties in tony River Oaks, an elephant
named Tamba has been shipped in
from Dallas. She plays the har-
monica.

anm

Despite the obvious pandering to
the symbol of the Grand Old Party,
some delegates complain about what
promises to become the Great Sign
Controversy: They will not be al-
lowed to bring their own signs into
the Astrodome, unlike the Demo-
cratic bash in New York, which was
sprinkled with homemade creations
(“Let Jerry speak!™}

In a huge warehouse next to the

Astrodome, armies of young volun- _ - -

teers have been busy painting thou-
sands of “approved” signs for the
delegates to showcase on national
television. They include the generic
(“Kinder, Gentler"), those targeted
to prominent speakers (“We Love
Ron,” “We Love Barbara” and “Weﬂ
Love George”) and the improbable
(“Pat Loves George”).

But a Friday visit to the sign-
painting operation reveals a few
renegade signs amid the virtual
love-fest of cardboard drying on the
concrete floor

What’s this? “We need a White
House, not a flower house. “Keep
Bill out of the [drawing of flowers].”

A volunteer hurried over to ex-
plain that those signs are “just for
fun” and will be used at College Re-
publicans rallies at hotels, not on the
convention floor.

“We don’t like to Democrat-bash,”
says coordinator Pat Murphree, 17,

a senior at Houston’s St. John's High

School, who eschewed a paid sum-

mer job to spend the past five weeks,

five days a week, painting signs. “I

hope I'm helping out.”
) HER

The president won't have to
worry about any nasty surprises
- from “Miss Annie’ Sofka, owner of
lns favofite barbecue joint, Otto's..

-*I feel sorry for him,”Miss Annie
says of her famous customer’s politi-

[

“‘plans to drop.some, of hls favpnte
ribs by his hotel. &

“The security is a bit mo much
when he.comes here® Mms Annle
_says. The Secret Service.€loses off
 the restautant, and-Mr. Bigh sits in
the back, at & table: beneath’zeven
framed notes he's w,ntten Ay Mids
Annie over the years. ~ &y, - 15.5

Ojto's appeals-to M. Bushkd&
sire to be down-home and unpreten-
tious.He stands i line at the cannter
like everyone else;; ‘then pi F
pitkles, onions and wlnte read at
[he end. . ;, d wd \_.& Ry

The media staked out Ottn's long
Before the president’s sclisdiled ar-
rival in town tomorrow night. Many
reporters are overdosing on barbe-
cue, not to mention chocolate clnp
cookies.

Nestle and Family Cu'de mag
azine delivered 2,500 cookiks:to the
media and delegates The cooki
were made with Barbara Bush's
now-famous recipe — which she bor-
rowed from longtime friénd Patsy
Caulkins (2 cups rolled cats, 1 cup
butter).

Some reporters work them off
Rollerblading around the cavernous
media city, while more sedentary
scribes are content to continue tool-
ing around in golf carts.

A stop sign sits in the center of
the hall to prevent motoring journal-
ists from crashing into each other.
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43 the Republicans gather in Houston this week for their
convention, The Post will present excerpts of a wew book
chronicling the tumultuous 1988 campaign. “What It Takes — -
The Way to the White House” is Pulitzer au-;
thoerchardBenOmmer’sﬁadsiveandfumylookatthe
personalities and events of that race. Today’s excerpt takes a .
lookatGemyeBushmthastuijiquofMyaan -

On June 8, 1088, George
Bush strode on stage at
the huge eonvention cen
ter In Houston — ‘a con
crete megabox, brand new:’
— filled, for the first time, :
with the faithful of the
local GOP. There were
Bush buttons on a thou-
sand lapels, Bush stickers
on plastie straw . hats,
thousands of blue and -
white Bush signs dancing
S in clenclied fista over the °
heads of the delegates and - -

g )

alternates and hangers-on
who filled the floor. It was
the 1983 Rapublican State
Convention — a crowd
made to order for the VP,
and for the special’ mes-
sage he'd brought, that
day.

"Our campaign ' meay
hava seemed quiet these

A"

past 8ix or seven weeks

. . . but today, it's a new
ball game! ...
tralning is over! . . . The
Beason has begun, and
there's no reason to wait
tfll the World Serlesto. . .
start swinging!”

Bush was shouting. He
shouted though his whole

Spring .

speech, like heé was mad at
someone. Maybe he was.

“First, on taxes . . . He
[Dukakis] imposed the big-
gest tax increase in Mas-
sachusetts history . . . de-
spite a campalgn pledge
not to,”

It didn't take the crowd
long to cateh on. They

CONVENTION ‘92

CAMPA

started whooping in deri-
sion at Dukakis and his
taxes, urging Bush on
with pep-rally screams.
Ladies in flowered dresses
were Yyelling Wooooowe-
eee!

*“Just two days ago, Gov-
ernor Dukakis said this, in
Celifornia: ‘'No serious

NGRS

candidate for president
would rule out raising
taxes. ... Well ... I've
ruled out taxes. And you
bet I'm serious!”

Wooooweeee! Gittem
George!

“On forelgn policy, my
opponent ... gays he

would rely heavily on
multilateral organiza-
tions, such as the Yeww
Ennn,. ..

*A president can't subor-:
dinate his decision-mak-
ing to.a multilateral body
— he can't sacrifice one
ounce of our soverelgnty

+++ We are the United

States of America."
Yowooooowheeeeeee!
They were stomping the

floor as they screamed —

stopping: Bush with
cheers. He looked up from
his speech, and " stared

back at the crowd with a

gap-mouthed grin that

showed his top teeth,
“Governor Dukakis

his foreign-policy views

born in Harvard Yard's

Boutigue — would cut the

muscle.of our defernise. . .
“Michael Dukakis on

cerime s standard, old-
style, "60s liberalism . . .
He has steadfastly op-
posed the death penalty
. » » He supported the only
state program in the
whole couhtry — the only
one! — that gives unsuper-
vised weekend furloughs
to first-degree murder-
ers!"

By the time Bush had
finished with Dukakis that
day, the erowd In Houston
was yelling: Bush! Bush!
Bush! Bush! Bush! Bush!
Bush! Bush!

They sang to him, for his
birthday, three days
hence . . . while Barbara
Bush joined her husband
on stage, pointing out
friends so he could make
gooly taces of delight.

He did feel goofy. He'd
done three time zones in
the last 24 hours — still
had to stay up to do
“Nightline” (three times,
he'd call Ted Koppel
“Dan") . . . and he'd be up
early the next day —
flight to Denver ... The
Houston speech had been
late — they had to tax it to
his plane . . . barely got a
chance to read the thing
before he found himself on
stage, shouting it out.

He heard that crowd.

Gittem George! Yowo-
oocooocoeee Bush! Bush!
Bush! Bush!

The next morning, in
Denver, in the car froin

i the airport, he would say

for the first time, to his
son Neill: “You know, I feel
. . . I can sort of see the
target. I think we're:gonna

win this thing.”
From the bock “What It Takes — The
Woy to the White House'' by Richard

Ben Cramer.- Copyright © 1992 by Rich.

ard Ben Cramer, Koprinted by permis-
sion of the publisher, Random House
Inc, ;
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CAROLINA LEAGUE

Keys Fall
To Chiles,
Bulls, 4-0

By Dave Sternberg
Special to The Washington Post

With President Bush and First

La,ﬁ_ﬁa;haﬁ.ﬁ,ﬂﬁh.in attendance,
the Keys dropped their fifth

straight game, a 4-0 loss to the
Durham Bulls last night in front of
6,205 at Harry Grove Stadium in
Frederick, Md.

The Keys, who have played be-
fore the president in the past, put
on an uninspired performance.
Frederick (24-29), which entered
having won 13 of 16 games against
the Bulls (27-24), were blanked for
seven innings by Barry Chiles (5-7).

Durham, which leads the Carolina
League in home runs (101) and bat-
ting (.257 entering the game), twice
used the long ball to take control.

Andre Johnson of Baltimore got
the first run with a bases-empty
homer to right in the fifth inning off
Rick Krivda (3-1).

Tyler Houston added a two-run
blast in the seventh to make it 3-0.

Meanwhile, Chiles handled the
Keys. After a shaky first inning, he
allowed only two hits over the next
five innings.
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DAYS OF
THEIR WIVES

Though still the adoring spouse, Barbara Bush speaks her
mind on abortion, thus joining Marilyn Quayle in sharing
the spotlight—and the microphone—with their husbands

By MICHAEL DUFFY WASHINGTON

HE MORNING AFTER THE NEW
York Post published charges
that George Bush had an extra-
marital affair, Noelle Bush, 15,

asked her grandmother what .

all the luss was about. As the
rwo 2at by the White House pool Wednes-
day morning, Barbara Bush explained that
the newspapers were reporting that
Noelle's grandfather allegedly had a tling
with a former staff member eight vears
earlier. "Come on. Ganny,” said the @rl.
“That's what theyre saying,” Mrs. Bush
replied. When Noelle broke into giggles.
the First Lady upbraided her in mock hor-
ror. “That’s sort of insulting to your
grandfather.” Replied Neelle: “That is so0
funny.” Recounting the exchange a few
hours later. the First Lady concluded.
“Well. ] guess he looks ancient to her.”

Score one more for Barbara Bush,
master of the self-deprecating gesture—
particularly in the midst of a crisis that
might cause other political spouses to lose
their sangfroid. In the course of two days.
her husband faced accusations of adul-
tery, backpedaled on abortion and over-
hauled his political team. Mrs. Bush
leaped into the fray herself, staking out a
position on abortion well to the Presi-
dent’s left, criticizing a top Bush aide in
public. and then getting in a lick or two of
her own at Bill Clinton. “'I'm feisty as the
dickens.” she said in an interview with
newsmagazine correspondents.

In a year when both parties are trying
to appeal to disenchanted voters. Republi-
can officials are hoping that Barbara
Zush—who is roughly twice as popular as

~ husband—can bring back many of the

- with a child ata homeless center
‘gton

disaffected when she speaks in Houston
this week. Convention planners say they
. are counting on Mrs. Bush's 10-minute re-
. marks—and a five-minute talk by Marilyn
Quayle—io be nearly as appealing to fe-
| male voters as her husband’s much longer
make-or-break address. “We sometimes

"BARBARA

(antasize. s 4 campaign oficial. “wnat
it would be like 1o have Barbara ana AMar-
lvn on the ticket. ’

Ever since the Clarence Thomas hear-
ings last fall. the Republican Partv has
heen struggiing to overcome the percep-
tion that its regard for women is oniv a
notch or two higher than that of the Navv's
Tailhook Association. The hearings galva-
nized a long-struggling movement 1o put
more women into the House and Senate,
and Democrats have rushed to showcase a
sizable ballot of women candidates. But
the 6.0.p. is woefully short on femnale orfice
geekers, which is one reason why it is cail-
ing on Mrs. Bush and Mrs. Quayle to take
high-protile convention roles for the first
time. [n addition. the two women can play
the party's lfamily-values card in a wav
their husbands cannot.

By an ironic quirk of' timing, Mrs. Bush
was preparing her speech when the latest
round of adultery stories erupted. But she
was bearing up proudly in an iniervies
the next day. “You Know, weTe talkinge

| about people’s lives.” she said. “It’s reallt
1 not a very nice thing. [ should quickly tei
| vou that the fact this comes up every jow
1 vears is not an enormous surprnse o me
| but it’s a disappointing one . . . [ know it

+ alie. so it doesn't bother me. But it bother
| me that we've come to this.”

BUSH

Campaign officials hope the popular
First Lady can help bring disaffected women

back u
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Asked to explain more fully her hus-
hand's relationship with Jennifer Fitzger-
ald. a 1ormer appointments assistant who
now serves as deputy chief ot protocol at
the state Depariment. Mrs. Bush de-
seribed it as “emplover-employee,” Savs
Mrs. Bush: “She’s a good friend of mine. [
mean. it's so ugly, the whole thing. And
it's been very deceitful and harmful and
ugly. [ haven't seen Jennifer. but my heart
goes out to her. This is just mean.” She
said the two had not spoken because Fitz-
gerald was out of the country.

\rs. Bush then dropped a bombsheil of
her own. The decision to have an abertion,
she said. is a “personal choice. personal
thing.” The day before. the President had
said he would support a granddaughter
who decided to terminate a pregnancy—al-
though his own party is trying to outlaw
the procedure unless the mother’s life is
endangered. Mrs. Bush went well beyond
that. saving all discussion of abortion
shouid be removed from the political are-
na. “The personal things should be left out
of, in my opinion, out of platforms at con-
ventions . .. You can argue vourself bive
in the face, and you're not going to change
cach other's minds. [t's a waste of your
time and my time.”

Mrs. Bush had been suspected of har-
horing pro-choice views for vears. but she
never before said it publicly to avoid un-
necessary skirmishes with the Republican
Party’s conservative wing. Coming the day
after the Fitzgerald boomlet, the pro-
nouncement’s timing was curious and set
off a round of political speculation. Some
thought the abortion comment was an at-
tempt to change the subject from the infi-

-delity lap. Others believed that ¢.0.p. cam-
paign officials were attempting to have it
both ways by having Mrs. Bush woo inde-
pendent and Republican women whe find
the party’s pro-life platform unrealistic.

Whatever the motivation, Mrs. Bush's
remarks put her at cdds with Marilyn
Quayle. The Vice President’s wife last
month contradicted her husband’s public
comments by insisting that if their 13-
year-old daughter ever became pregnant
out of wedlock, she would “carry the baby
to term.” Mrs. Bush had little use for this
inflexible logic. Said she: *“You can’t pin a
child down and say, ‘You can't have an
abortion; that's against the law.’ " But the
First Lady quickly added that any differ-
ences between the two women were a
measure of the c.0.p.'s diversity. “[Mari-
lyn] does it differentiy. That's what's big
about our party.”

In fact, Mrs. Quayie differs from the
President’s wife in many ways. While the
First Lady’s image is cuddly and grand-
motherly, Marilyn Quayle can seem hard,
intolerant and combative. “I'm a great
devil's advocate.” she explained in an in-
terview with TiME. “I can pierce holes

MARILYN

QUAYLE

The Vice President’s wite can seem intolerant
and combative, but convention planners hope to

address on health care and educatien will
mark the first time a Vice President’s wife
has ever given an actual convention
speech. “The idea.” said a planner, "“is to
show women voters that vou can be a Re-
publican and not just wear Talbots and
pearls and join the Junior League.”

Ever since a Washington Post series on
her husband last winter depicted her as a
power-mad spouse who once kicked to
shreds a framed picture of her husband
playing golf, Mrs. Quayle has been trying
to soften her Cruella De Vil image. She is
cooler in interviews and slower to anger.
She proudly announces that she saves
money by shopping monthly at the Price
Club and that her kids come home and eat
tuna “right out of the can.” Normally care-
ful to shield her children from public scru-
tiny, she now admits the abortion gaffe
was unfortunate and “embarrassing” to
her daughter Corinne, “We have reared
our daughter so this would have to be a hy-
pothetical situation,” said Mrs. Quayle.
But, she added, the girl “was not pleased.”

But Corinne’s mother has her indepen-
dent streak as well. She takes issue, for ex-
ample, with the President’s wish that phi-
landering charges have no part in a

| utation into a politica! asset. Her midweek |

turn her tough reputation into an asset

.‘-‘.‘_ﬂl
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Relaxing on the lawn of the family’s
official residence with her dog Chili

one who is going to be President—you do
look at the character of the person. That’s
what makes a person whole.” Such re-
marks led a party official to quip. “She’s

. ouranswer to Hillary.”

The our-wife-can-top-your-wife game
can be carried too far. No sconer had Bush
been accused of infidelity than G.o.p. chair-
man Rich Bond attacked Mrs. Clintaon for
likening marriage to slavery—a gross dis-
tortion of an educational review article
she wrote in 1973, But Mrs. Bush, as if she
were waging a one-woman campaign to
court the political middle, publicly chas-
tised Bond for his remarks. “I didn't like
it,” she said. “She’s not running for of-
fice.” Mrs. Bush added, “[ know a lot of
wonderful men married to pills, and [
know a lot of pills married to wonderful
womenn. Soone shouldn't judge that way.”

But it is bound to happen. In an era of
sound bites and short attention spans.
when complex issues like deficit reduction
and health care often seem too difficult to
understand, many veters will simply
choose the candidate who best fits their
“values.” And one way to judge a man’s

through anything.” Convention organiz-

political campaign. “That’s all part of the | valuesis to look at the woman he married.
ers will try to turn her tough-as-nails rep-

character issues.” she insisted. “And any- | —Withreporting by Ann Blackman/Washington
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SURVIVAL

How Quayie

Stayed on

the Ticket

9%

Baker and
Teeter
tried to
squeeze
Quayle out
with some
subtle
games-
manship.
The ploy
fizzled.

an Quayle is standing in the aisle of Air Force
Two. dressed for church. A slight paunch buiges
under his starched white shirt: he is 45 vears old
now. and the goif game can't quite hold off the

W banquet circuit. This Sunday morning, he will
attend a service at Briarwood Presbyterian in Birming-
ham. Ala.. then court the down-market
halfof the Bubba vote in nearby Talladega,
where he'll be honorary starter at the Die

'

munity to embarrassment: You ¢an never ignore him so
much that he'll get up and leave the room. He seems to
hold no grudges. All that remainsis an impenetrable sur -
niness—and an underestimated need to win. to be there.

But AP. Quayle's enemies in the GOP high commana.
both those who consider him a dolt and those who fear him
in 1996, saw a real chance to kill him. Master of the
Universe James Baker and his sidekick. campaign chair-
man Robert Teeter. decided to try 1o squeeze him off
the ticket by a subtle bit of gamesmanship. In July,
Teeter commissioned a hush-hush poll. surveying other
veep prospects. The aim was to gather ammunition to
convince the Old Man that Quayle was dragging him
under. The ploy fizzled. The poll did show that Quayle on
the ticket could cost Bush three or four points—enough.
in a close race, to doom the ticket. But most of the replace.
ments wouldn't help the ticket much, if at all. So Baker
told Bush on their fishing trip in Wyoming: may as wei,
keep Quavie, -

3Still. the pressure built on the outside. Some leading
conservatives, including columnist William F. Buckley
Jr.. called for Quayle to leave—one of the most serious
defections he faced. It was time for some heart-to-heart
conversations wicth top advisers like savvy chief of staff
William Kristol. Quayie polled his inner circle. Evervone
aiready knew Marilyn's view: spit in their eve. But
Quayie. in the words of another close advis-
er. game-planned “all options.” Should he
risk clearly orfering to resign, hoping that

Hard 500 stock-car race. He's looking for-
ward woit. " I've attended Indianapolis500s
since 1962." he says, ever the proud Hoo-
sier, "That's Formula One. not stock car.
but the idea is the same. You don't want to
hit the wall. That's how vou get killed.
They tell meit'sbetter o keep rolling. over
and over, on the track. It looks awful. but
vou're more likely to survive that way.”

Talk about survivors: Dan Quavle has
been rolling, over and over. an the race-
track of politics ever since he bounced off
the media guardrail in the first lap of the
1988 Republican convention. His “approv-
al” rating in some polls is lower than ever.
Republican insiders and conservative col-
umnists have begged him to quit—and
begged George Bush to dump him. Yet here
he is. on his way to Houston, alive on the
GOP’s Die Hard ticket. How has he en-
dured? From interviews with his top advis-
ers and traveis on the campaign trail.
NEWSWEEK has pieced together the story of
how Quayle, in his guileless way, survived
coup plots and his own bumbling:

It wasn't fair. He was reading from a cue

card forwarded to him by hisstaff. And lots

Which one is the most
important reason you
would not vote for
Bush? (Based an Clin-
ton supporters)

53% His handiing
of the economy
20% His ability to
understand the

problems of people
like you

1% His failure to
keep his ‘no new
taxes' pledge

6% His position
on abortion

5% His record
on other domestic
prablems

3% His heaith

1% His choice of
Dart Quayie

Newsweek Poll, Aug. 1314, 1992

Bush would say no? Should he stonewall?
Would stepping down be better for his
career, fong term? Could he pacify the me-
dia. and how?

On July 22. Quayle went 1o his regular
early meeting with the president. His
strategy: modified limited hangout. " Obvi
ously, if vou want me to step down, just
sav so,” said Quayle, according toa
close-in administration source. The as-
sumption was that Bush was too loval anc
decent—and too wary of the “flip-flop™
charge—to say so. " [t goes without saying
Dan, of course not,” Bush replied.

But that night Quayle complicated mat
ters for himself. On “Larry King Live.” ke
did asloppy jobofslamming thedooronthe
matter. He maundered on about how if he
thought he was hurting the ticket, he'd
leave. He forgot to say that he didn't thin}
he was hurting the ticket, and that he'd
never leave on his own steam. Quayle als:
seemed to bungle an abortion question,
suggesting that he'd support his own
daughter’s right to choose. It took-Marily
to set the record straight the next day.

Early Friday Quayle convened a break-
fast war council in his conference room i

of people—including lots of reporters—have trouble with
the O and E thing. But even conservative friends now
label the period after Quayle's spelling-bee stumble in a
Trenton, N.J., elementary school on June 15 as "AP™:
After Potatoe.

Did Quayle blame the advance man who handed him
the card? No way. He just grinned and shrugged. White

the Old Executive Office Building. The question: how to
kill the speculation, especially since Bush himself hadn’

; donemuch to help. The president’s public statements har
i been few, tepid and subject to the interpretation that he

wouldn’t object if Quayle disappeared. They decided he
must confront Bush one more time.
Alone, Quayle walked the short course across West

House aides have always marveled at Quayle’s placid im- | Executive Avenuetothe White House. Hegotone more

BY HOWARD FINEMAN AND CLARABINGHAM
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assurance from Bush. a trifle heartier than the last. Wher
Quaylereturnedtohisoffice, hetold hisfriends: " Thedoo
should now be considered closed.” Astory in The Washing

aont.



ton Postthe nextday reported thesame thing.
It only remained for Quayle to find a serviceable line to
feed the public. Quayle fehearsed his explanation as if

he'd memorized a mnemonic device; OMH. The pressure, '

he said repeatedly, had come only from “the opposition

[the Democrats), the media and the hand-wringers [just | evenwant Quayletoshowupat the Republican conven-

about everyone else in the Republican Party).” Traveling
to Birmingham and Talladega, he courted the kind of
folks he's likely to see from now through November:
Southern and Midwestern white conservatives who
should have long since been in the Republican column.
Those are the only people the White House would like
him tosee. Bush'soperatives wantto keep Quaylesafely
on thecountry-fair circuit, flyingunder the BigMedia
radar. [t isinevitable that Quayle will getmorecoverage
than your ordinary vice presidential candidate. Butunder

i

| The Quayles: Dan, Marilyn, Gorinne, Tucker and Benjamin

Baker,campaignbosses will send himi toeventsthatareso
predictable,sosafely whitemiddleclass, that the chance‘eof
aconfrontation isaimost nil. Indeed, Baker and Co.don’t

tion until he hastoin order to accept thé nomination.

' (Quayiewilldefy them bysittingin the Indiana delegation

tohear Ronald Reagan'sspeech on Monday night.) -
Quayle may be schmoozing with farmers and starting
stock-car races, but he doesn’t seen to mind. He’s biding
his time. He knows he has one thing Bush lacks: a consis-
tent conservative message. And he knows his own
strengths. He has the drive, thick skin and perpetual
enthusiasm he'li need for the rea! race: the one for the
presidency in 1996, p

THEQ WESTENBERGER
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INTERVIEW

‘’'m Here. And
‘We’re Gonna Win’

. ROBERT KUSEL
Sparking a debate on family vaiues: The campaigner works a crowd inCGhicago

‘Al Gore |

and | !

played i

basketball |

in the i NEwsweer's Howard Fineman

‘House . and Clara Bingham interviewed Vice

gymnasi- President DanQuayle in his office in
; the Old Executive Office Building.

um. But the Excerpts:

similarities |

really st Up ' NEWSWEEK: How do you think James

Baker will change the campaign?
there. QUAYLE: I guess most of us cannot
visualize a campaign without Jim
Baker. I'm looking forward to him
comingover to the White House, Con-
trary to what has been printed in
NEWSWEEX and other publications,
Jim Baker and ['are good friends.

But didn’t Marilyn complain in 88
thatyouwere badlytreated bythecam-
paign,and blame some of that an Baker?

Obviously [ wouid have liked to

" have seen things handled differently
. in the 1988 campaign, But that does
" not, nor did it ever, affect my friend-
ship with Jim Baker. I wiil accept
mistakes that [ made. And I'm not-
going to repeat them in 1992: 1988

34 NEWSWEEK:AUGUST 24, 1942

was my first national campaignand I
just deferred to theso-called experts.
I'll never do that again. I'll be the
expert. Obviously there is one cam-
paign to be run and it’s the presi-
dent’s. I am the vice president and

[ will do what we call the second
most important thing of that partic-
ular day.

When you gave your “Murphy Brown™
speech, did you have any idea you would
spark a debate ahout family values?

Well, obviously [ put that line in
there to trigger a debate. I did not
anticipate the reaction. And what
happened is that the first 24 or 36
hours many in the media tried to
ridicule it, tried to joke about it. tried
to dismiss it. As a marter of fact, one
network said that weblamed the L.A.
riots on Murphy Brown, That’s just
outrageous, ridiculots. And the
American people saw right through
it. They started cailing.in on radio
talk shows. They started writing let-

iers to the editor and all of a sudde:
instead of just being a one-day or rwe
day story. it became a story for a
whole week. We even Lave Bill Clin
ton spending 15 minutes of his
convention speech addressing fam-
ily values.

Can tha Clintons ciaim to understam

. and embody family vaiues themseives

Oh, sure. We just have different
approaches, I think. to how we wan-
to implement family values. I think
Bill Clinton is far more dependent o
the government for family vaiues
than the president. We are the ones
that want to empower people—we
want to cut laxes; we want to get th
government off people's backs. We
don't want the government to be
heavy-handed or involved in the fam
ily. He's much more in mind to use
the government to help families.

If role models like Murphy Brown ar:
important, how can you let an unapolo-
getic unwed mother like Tanya Tucker

sing at tha convention?

Well. let me just tell you what rou
mddels should be. Role models. |
think. are a mother and a father—a
mother and father and a child. Ther
are different family arrangements
teday. You have divorce. I have a g1

‘ter that recently went through a di-

vorce. A family arrangement can be
more or other than just a mother.
father and a child. [But] I do not be-
lieve that unwed mothers are a prop
er role model.

So why put somehody like Tucker on-
stage and in effect llonize her when she
embodies everything you think is wrong
with society?

From what I've heard, she's a very
good singer.

How would you summarize the dif-
ferences between you and Al Gore?

I can tell you where we're similar,
Our families are similar. We played
basketball in the House gymnasium
when we were in the House. But the
similarities really stop there other:
than age. You can name just about
any issue you want to and we’re going
to disagree.

A few weeks ago, many Republicans
were saying that you were a iiability to
the president. Did you consider feaving
tha ticket?

AsT have said, if I thought that I
was a liability or would hurt the re-
election prospects of the president I'¢
be gone. I'm here. I'll be the nominee
and we're gonna win.
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INTERVIEW

‘The Media isn’t
Doing Its dob’

In an interview art the vice presi-
ient’s residence. Marilyn Quayvie
Jreeted NEWSWEEK's Ann McDaniel
and Clara Bingham with barelv a
smile and a limp handshake. She
made no secret of her dislike for the
press as she talked about a wide
range of issues. Excerpis:

NEWSWEEK: You will be the first vice
oresident’s wife to speak at the conven~
tion. Daes this signal a new role for you?

QUAYLE: [ do what I'm asked to do.

Did your daughter have a reaction to
the recent debate over abortion? Was
she aware of it?

Of course she was aware of it. She
thought it was rather stupid first of
ail. Her first reaction was. I'm not
dumb enough to get pregnant. and
that really sums it up. You raise your
children a certain way. you raise
them to understand the importance
otadecision like that. and the respon-
sibility you have. and the self-respect
vou have 1o have for vourseif. She
“hought it wasa little ludicrous when
eachdifferent position was explained
to her. She has very little respect for
the media consequently.

Yesterday (Republican National
Committee Chairman] Rich Bond criti-
tized Hilfary Clinton an a host of issues,
inciuding that she advises Bill Clinton
too much. That's a criticism that has
heen laid on you in the past.

[don'tthinkthat's what Rich Bond
said. Hesaid you have tolook at what
she stands for because shedoesadvise
him and they vesaid thatshe advises
nimsoitisfairgame tolookatwhat
she’swritten and whatshestandsfor
becausethey have said sheadvises
him. Hecriticized her because ofher
liberalstands. herradicaistandson
some issues.Sheisan adviserto her
husband. which isfine.butassuch,
vouneed to look where shestandsto
understand the kind of advice he's
getting, the kind of people he will have
around him. And his{Bond’s]criti-
cismisthat heradvice isveryradical.

Do you agree with Rich Bond's
criticism?

The things ['ve read. I must admit.
I have not studied Hillary Clinton
and what she stands for. The things
that [ have read. protiles [ have read.
it would be or some concern.

Did you feel that it was fair when the
media were tooking at your past and
your family's hackground?

When they lied about them I
thought it was rather inappropriate.

But | thought you just said it was
perfectly appropriate to look at Hillary

Quayle will speak at the convention: Making a point in Washington last week

vice president or president of the Unit- ,"f

ed States. ; ‘
Noit's not. You don't know what ,{/

people have picked up from their par-

ents. Whar education lessons that

they have gotten from their parents.

“What was qote 1o me and my ramuv

was basicaily a great deal or un-

rruths. And [ don't chink anyone

should have to go through what Dan

and I went througn in 1988, which

was a pack of lies. And thev continue

today and that's not right. It's sieazy

and its very, verv irresponsible

journalism.

Do you think Hillary Clinton has heen
treated fairly [n the sense that people
have compiained ahout how active an
adviser she has heen to her husband?

Nobody has complajned about how
active an adviser Hillary Clinton is.

Doyou feel that Republicans in Wash-
ington supported your hushand during

‘1don’t
think any-
one should
have to go
threugh
what Dan
and | went
through in
1988, which
was a pack

¥

FAMES COLBURN—PHOTOREPORTERS

Clinton's background because. . .

Not her background, it's what she
had written. He [Bond] didn't look
at how she was raised, he didn't look
at her parents. He looked at what
she has written as a professional
woman that guides her opinion-
making process. What she has done.
That's totally different. That's not
personal. Don’t vou understand
that? There's a total difference be-
tween what you have written as a
professional and how vou were
brought up.

But 1 think if you are looking closely
at how a spouse might influence a

of lies’

the period when there was a lot of talk
ahbout getting him off the ticket?
What more do vou want? The presi-
dent of the United States says not
only in the Oval Office but in a cabi-
net meeting, "no discussion, he's
on the ticket.” and yet the press
won't believe him. [t's Washington
that feeds on itself. It happens every -
time. It's a rather interesting phe-
nomenon to watch. [ know this town.
It's one of the most fickle townsin the
world. so vou leave town and go with
people who trulv understand what's
important in this nation. You cer-
tainly don’t get it from inside the
Beltway pap.
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Marilyn’s long, hot summer

By Anne Gowen
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

ne warm night in July,
watching the
Democratic Na-
tional Convention
on television, Dan
Quayle turned to
his wife, Marilyn,
and gave her a warning.
“Be prepared,” he said. “Be
ready” -
And the onslaught began.

“We knew that as soon as the
Dempvcratic convention was over the
first story was going to be ‘Dan was
off the ticket! " Marilyn Quayle re-
calls in an interview last week.

Mrs. Quayle, 43, is sitting in the
library of the vice president’s resi-

Vice president’s wife takes shots
at news media, rumors, ‘sleaze’

dence, surrounded by pictures of
her family engaged in various
sports, a needlepoint definition of
the word "Hoosier!’ and plenty of
good Republican books, former
President Gerald R. Ford's “A Time
to Heal"” among them.

Mrs. Quayle blames the contro-
versy on the news media, which has-
hed and rehashed whether her hus-
band would remain on the
Republican ticket in the fall despite
continited White House avowals he
would stay. Mrs. Quayle does not like
the news media. It is a favorite
theme.

“There is nothing to do [between]
the Democratic convention and the
Republican convention. ... The only
story left is the vice president and
why not start it again? Which is ex-
actly what happened.”

The Dump Quayle Movement, as
Mrs. Quayle calls it, “was an inside-
the-Beltway creation.”

So the vice president and his wife
sat down and had a Quayle family
summit.

“Just ignore it. As long as the
president wants him, hes there,”
Mrs. Quayle says they counseled
Tucker, 18, Benjamin, 15, and Co-

rinne, 13.

The Dump Quayle Movement
may have been a predictable capper.
But it has been a long, strange sum-
mer for Dan and Marilyn Quayle.

First, in June, the vice president
received a public mashing for
coaching 12-year-old William
Figeroa to add an “e" to the word
‘l"potato" at a Trenton, N.J., spelling

ee.

Then, after the convention, Wash-
ington became rumor central: Mari-
lyn was sick, The president was sick.
Barbara was sick. Baker was in.
Skinner was out. Quayle was out.

Daughter Corinne became an un-
witting symbol in the abortion
debate when Mr. Quayle told CNN’s

see QUAYLE, page D2
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QUAYLE

From page D1

Larry King on July 22 that if she
hecame pregnant and terminated
the pregnancy, “I'd support my
daughter”

Mrs. Quayle then said in a radio
interview: “If she becomes preg-
nant, she'll take the child to term,”
and that the couple would make that
decision “with her”

As theissue continues to confound
the public — especially now that
first lady Barbara Bush says that an
anti-abortion plank should not be in
the Republican platform because
the issue is a “personal choice” —
Mrs. Quayle states firmly, “I'm pro-
life."

But she declines to elaborate on
whether she would support abortion
i cases of rape, incest or when the
mother’s life is in danger, or whether
she agrees with the Republican Par-
ty's platform.

“Where I look at limitations and
inclusions is really my concern,” she
$avs.

Rumor-wise,-what hurt most dur-
ing these tough three months were
the stories that Mrs. Quayle herself
was ill, especially given the fact that
her mother, Mary Alice Tucker, died
of breast cancer in 1975 and Mrs.
Quayle herself had a partial hyster-
ectomy due 10 a pre-cancerous con-
dition in 1990,

" “One day people were calling the
office asking if she had breast can-
cer, the next day it was ovarian can-
cer;” says her chief of staff, Margue-
rite Sullivan, “She just rises abowe it
all. Those rumors were ridiculous.”

- Sheila Tate, a former Nancy Rea-
gan press secretary, Bush staffer
and Quayle friend, remembers see-
ing Mrs. Quayle one recent weekend
during the height of the hubbub.

“We remarked on how good she
looked for a person who was sup-
posedly on her deathbed,” Ms. Thte
says. “She was laughing about it and
teasing, but I'm sure it's unsettling
1o read those kind of rumors about
yourself. It's ugly”

WHASHINGTCN TIVES
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No sleaze, please

So Mrs. Quayle simply up and left
town.

She has been on the road most of
the summer. campaigning for Re-
publican candidates in “29 states in
44 days," she says.

Her staff reports that she helped
— by attending a variety of fund-
vaisers — pull in more than $1 mil-
iion for Republican state and na-
tional campaigns.

And Mary Matalin, Bush-Quayle
teputy campaign manager, might
have some competition in the Repub-
lican pit ‘bull area. Bill Clinton had
better watch out.

Mrs. Quayle calls “outrageous”
wews reports questioning President
Bush’s marital fidelity, based on a
longtime rumor that surfaced again
last 'week in the New ‘York Post.
*“Whar a bunch of sleaze!” she says.
+ Afthough she is critical of the
mainstream press for reporting the
story, the blame reatly lies, she says,
with the Clinton campaign.

She blasts journalists for “not

[laying] the blame where it should
be, which is with Bill Clinton’s cam-
paign, who daily has been peddling
this story for two months. Talk about
sleaze! They've got one of the dirt-
iest, sleaziest campaigns we've seen
and nobody’s covering it!”

Distinctions

Thereis a difference, she says, be-
tween allegations by Gennifer Flow-
ers, the lounge singer who claimed

«she had a 12-year affair with the Ar-
{ kansas governor, and the renewed
< rumors surrounding Mr. Bush and
:' longtime aide Jennifer Fitzgerald,
¢ now at the State Department.

1 © The Democrats have an actual
¥ person in Miss Flowers, Mrs. Quayle
7 notes, while the New York Post re-
¢ port is about a book that quotes an
" ambassador who died in 1988 as say-

2 5
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ing he arranged a tryst between Mr.
Bush and Miss Fitzgerald at a Swiss
chalet in 1984.

“Gennifer Flowers is alive and
(Gennifer Flowers has tapes,” Mrs.
Quayle says. “And the governor
spent a lot of time talking to her on
the phone. And he admitted having
affairs.”

When Mrs. Quayle is asked to sug-
sest some similarities between her-
self and Hillary Clinton — another
well-spoken lawyer. political wife
and mother — she speaks only of
differences. She goes as far as tosug-
aest that Mrs. Clinton would advise
“1er husband on Supreme Court and
other judicial appointments if he's
Jtected.

“From what [ understand, she’s
taken a separate path from her hus-
band except for judicial appoint-
ments, and she's always screened
them for him. Which I presume she
is going to continue-to do if he would
he elected president.” Mrs. Quayle
savs. “['ve been more involved with
1Dan on overall strategy and policy.

»And obviously,” she adds, "I have
three children and have taken the
time out to help them in their
schooling and do a lot of volunteer
work.”

Mrs. Quavle names activities in-
cluding putting on a sixth-grade
graduation party, staging Shake-
speare plays and serving as "a room
mother more times that I care to
count.”

Her point seems to be that she
stayed home with her children. Mrs.
Clinton did not. Mrs. Quayle makes
it clear she resents being criticized
for her choices by “radical femin-
ists™

Family matters

Despite being.in campaign-speak
mode, Mrs. Quayle relaxes when
talking about her brood. Her blue
eyes light up and her tanned, angular
face movesits way into a wide smile.

This summer, she reports, has
been busy. Corinne went to basket-
ball camnp and has played in aleague.
The boys played lacrosse. All three
held summer jobs — Tucker at MCI,
Ben at the Senate as a page, and Co-
rinne at a private company-that reg-
ulates Washington tour information.

She was surprised, she says, at
how much needs to be done to help
Tucker off to Lehigh University in
Bethlehem, Pa., where he will start
in the engineering program in the

fall.

»Just the little things.” she says.
Like. she can't seem to find a decent
can opener.

Although, she says, brightening
up even more, “There's a Wal-Mart
in Manassas now. It's right across
the street from the Price Club.

“I know all these things,” she says.
laughing. “It's right near the Dairy

Queen. We go out to Manassas so I
can have a Dairy Queen and we can
go to Wal-Mart and the Price: Club.
This is uptown shopping with Mari-
Iyn Quayle.”

A pragmatic Indiana native and
superorganizer with “enormous en-
erey" tas her chief of staff puts i),
Mrs, Quayle is an inveterate jogger
and Rollerblader. She and the vice
president were spotted recently out
for a 6 a.m. run along the C&O0 Canal,
Secret Service in tow.

She continues on with her two pet
causes — breast cancer research
and disaster preparedness. The
Quayles are honorary co-chairs of
the Race for the Cure, the fund-
raising walk/run held each June in
support of breast cancer research.

Writing on the fly

And talk about a supermom. Not
only is she busy as a full-time cam-
paigner, pit bull and second lady,
she's writing another novel with her
sister Nancy Northcott, a Tennessee
housewife.

The -duo's first effort, “Embrace
the Serpent.’ featured a do-nothing
Democratic president, a good Re-
publican senator from Georgia and
— alas — no steamy sex scenes. [t
was released in March.

The two apparently were unde-
terred by reviewers such as Roy
Blount Jr., who wrote that the novel
‘was "“presented as a thriller but isn't
one, if thrillers may be expected to
have semi-rounded characters, sur-
prising twists, nice turns of phrase
and, hey, thrills.”

Mrs. Quayle writes whenever she
has a spare moment, usually on the
plane, and communicates with her
sister via computer modem.

All these wholesome activities
serve her well for her moment in the
spotlight, her five-minute address
set for Wednesday night at the Re-
publican National Convention. She
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precedes Mrs. Bush, who will give u
prime-time speech on family values
surrounded by her 12 grandchil-
dren.

“The theme for the evening is ba-
sic values, traditional values and the
community, so it will follow along
those lines,” Mrs. Quayle says. .

She says she's “working on my
umpteenth draft upstairs” and that
“five-minute speeches are very dif-
ficult. I would much rather do 20
minutes. That’s easy because then
vou.can just throw everything in”

How about 32 minutes. like Mr.
Clinton? ‘

She laughs.
“That's too long. Then you get
bored with yourself.” :

Fewer surprises

With Mr. Quayle's spat on the GOP
ticket seemingly secure, things are
different this titne around compared
with the media circus that was the
Republican convention of 1988.
Back then. Mr Bush's dark-horse
vice presidential choice of Sen. Dan
Quayle surprised the country and
sent the media scrambling.

There they were at the Spanish
Plaza, the riverside New Orleans
dock where Mr. Bush introduced his
running mate and Mr Quayle re-
sponded, some thought, over-enthusi
astically. The news media really
didn't take much notice of Marilyn,
standing by his side, waving coolly.
They just narrowed their eyes and
wrote that Dan was acting like a
cheerleader.

Not that she was really paying at-
tention.

“Everything happened to us so
quickly. Qur chiidren weren't down
in New Orleans and there was s0
little time to get things done.” she
says. She remembers “looking at the
crowds and at the same time think-
ing, OK — do my children have the
clothes that they need? Are they go-
ing to be able to get their bags
packed? How are they going to get
down? Have the boys outgrown their
pants? '

“You had to focus on getting the
job done, moving to the next and the
next, getting ready for a total up-
heaval of your life on two hours’ no-
tice” Mrs. Quayle says. “While there
was excitement of the moment, you
couldn't savor it, because there was
just so mugch to do.™
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Quayle plans
bus caravan
a la Clinton

HOUSTON (AP) — Vice Presi-
dent Dan Quayle plans to-climb into
a bus for a post-convention cam-
paign swing through central Florida
meant to start pulling up the Repub-
lican ticket in the state, GOP sources
said yesterday.

Mr. Quayle plans to fly into Lake-
land on Sunday, Aug. 23, then travel
by bus through Lakeland, Leesburg
and Ocala and possibly other central

orida -cities.

Earlier, Jeb Bush, the president’s

n and chairman of his state cam-
paign, said he had proposed bus
campaigning in Florida by Mr
Quayle and others. The younger Mr.
Bush said he favors such an ap-
proach because it’s a way to reach
different audiences in smaller cities
while still attracting media attention
from the major markets.

But he and . other Republican
‘strategists denied that Mr. Quayle is
copying the successful smell-town
bus tours of Democratic pres-
idential nominee -Bill Clinton and
vice presicential nomineg Al Gore.
They said Mr. Bush campaigned
busin 1988. . vt

Marilyn Quayle, the vice presi-
dent’s wife, and Jeb Bush will be
amehg those'tampaigning with Mr,
Quayle, Republican strategists said.
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Not Since Hoover . . .

By Kevm Phllllps N

WASHINGTON
he Republican National Convention, meeting this week in Houston,
is shaping up as the most skittish to endorse a sitting GOP President

gince the 1932 convention crossed its fingers and renominated:

another unpopular and failed economic policy-maker—Herbert C. .

Hoover. Even if George Bush; now at 30% approval in the polls,
gets a short-term boost from a good speech on Thursday, the
precedents are about as chilling as Texas® August air conditioning.
The problem is that Bush comes to Houston about 20-25 points
behind his Demoeratic rival Bill Clinton. Since no presidential candidate
has ever overcome a late summer deficit this big, it's a race many
Repubhcans worry carinot be won—despite James A. Baker IIT's taking
the reins of the campaign—unless Bush and Baker
turn in performances of a lifetime. - -

For the other three Republican premdents elected
since World War II—Dwight D. Eisenhower, Rich-
ard M. Nixon and Ronald Reigan-‘renominating
conventions were triumphs en route to landslide
reelections. Only Gerald R. Ford, an’appointive
President, suffered through a dmsive ‘tonvention
and lost in November. It's this history that's
crumbling around Bush's feet.

Economics, obviously, has been the critical new |
ingredient. The GOP’'s big winners got recessions
out of the way early and enjoyed surging economies
in time for reelection. Bush, by contrast, has
produced his economic surges in bankruptcies,
foreclosures, deficits and unemployment lines. In-
deed, Clinton correctly charges Bush with presiding over the lowest
economic growth raté of any President since—who else?—Hoover.

“This Bush Hoover parallel is no coiricidence. Bush has fallen afoul of
the same economic cycle—a debt-and-speculative boom that becomes a
bust—that defeated Hoover and scuttled t the GOP coalition in 1932. Bush,
like Hom;;er. was aman who didn't understand ‘'what was happening as he
l_m et the Ecdnomic downtirn lingér and-spread. Bush’s economic

7 like Hoover’s 'progperity, 18 always just around the corner, Like
g; Bush ‘blames' evérybody ‘elie-—but, yoters blame Bush, now
| less than 209 approval Yor fanaging the economy. Hoover

¥'commanided even less respébfh? 1933, But there werénopolls.” -

anover had: Tost ‘credibility,” iiké “Bush t4day. Huge numbers of
g RGR R BOsi '3“ LBl l lease see HOOVER, | M6
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Hoover

Continued from M1

Republicans disapproved of him.and lead-
ing newspapers called on him to retire,
Then as now, the dominant GOP coalition
showed signs of collapsing. In recent
polls, for example, about 40% of Republi-
cans disapprove of how Bush has handled
the -economy, about 30% disapprove of
Bush's overall performance, 25%-30%
are disappointed enough with Bush to
vote for Bill Clinten. That's not poll data;
that's disgust.

1t is telling that 30%-40% of GOP
members of Congress have decided to
skip the Houston convention. Much more
is involved than family squabbles, as
Bush officials contend. If the convention
cannot rise above Bushdom’s recent stale
rhetoric and shrill fear-mongering, to-
day’'s GOP voter disaffection could turn
into autumn’s disintegrating coalition.
The last time an aging GOP governing
coalition had so many members moving
toward the exits was, of course, 1332.

This explains the Houston convention
managers’ obvicus preoccupation with old
icons—not least, former President Rea-
gan—and slotting speeches by the fac-
tional leaders of disaffected conserva-
tives: Jack F. Kemp, Patrick J. Buchanan
and religious right stalwart Pat Robert-
son. White House fears that the coalition

. is breaking up underlie the kowtowing to
the right on platform issues. Most GOP
presidential campaigns have been free to

. target Democrats; Bush has to work to
keep one-third of his party from straying.

Yet he and his advisers fail to under-

' stand that stronger conservaiism is not
necessarily the remedy to keep a conser-
vative coalition intact. It wasn't in 1832,
when moderate and progressive Republi-

- cans led the boit to Franklin D. Roosevelt
and the Democrats, and it isn't now. Sure,
prominent conservatives have taken the
lead in dismissing Bush’s presidency, but
the millions of angry Republicans prepar-
ing to vote for Clinton represent a more

- centrist viewpoint. They could harden

- against Bush if he courts thé right: with

- . anti-abortion platform planks and further

tax cuts for.the richest 1% of Americans.
- *Demoerats made a related mistake when

~.their appealto dissident liberals—and
 wound up conceding a redefined cent.e; to

a generation of Republican presidents.

- Bush and the GOP, in turn, ere in
L+ danger of losing part.of their coalition in
“- the form of erstwhile Ross Perot support-

ago, the Democrats’:majority presidential
. coalition shrank to minority status when
* supporters of Alabama Gov. George C.
|+ Wallace in 1968 became presidential Re-
+ publicans four years-later. Now,-polls in
u such ‘states as. California, Coloradg .and
v Arizona suggest:Perot's short-lived eam-

paign may havea similar effect: Republi-

cans who first shifted to Perot are likely
‘to move to Clinton. Most would be

pro-choice-on abortion and centrist onrtax

tilt could reinforce their switch. x e -

g u»"

In addition to specific conservahve
issues, Bush and his strategists ~Have

| the liberal coalition was breaking up in -
:~the late 1960s: They swung left to cement

“ers realigning to_Clinton. A,generauon.

" policy, so the GOP platform’s extremist“

decided to emphasize “family values” in
Houston. The Bush strategy: First, to
posit the Democrats as the foes of family
values by attacking their permissiveness
and second, to argue that the decline of
the family, not the decline of the econo-
my, is the root of national problems.

A risk for the GOP, though, is that
aspects of Republican economics moeck
“family values"” almost as much as the
1970s counterculture liberalism did.
Keeping down taxes on the rich while
letting the total 1991 federal tax burden
on the average family set a record of 28
cents on each dollar hardly exemplifies
family values, Neither does nonchalance
about soaring costs of health insurance.

More to the point, if there’s any shared
set of “values” in the Bush family, it lies
in recurrent attempts to trade on the
family name—whether it's son Neil Bush

which he was fined $50,000; or brother

sh, who hecame a consultant
to-a Japanese investment firm later
identified as a mob front. No other First
Family has had so many sons and broth-
ers on the make.

However, the-larger threat to Bush's
ability to portray himselif as exemplifying
“family values” is the escalating press
attention.to the longstanding rumer that
Bush, too, has a “Jennifer.” Last week,
the New York Post lit a fire under a
retuctant press Establishment by running
a front-page story on America's “First
Mistress”—the woman with whom then-
Vice President Bush allegedly shared a
Swiss villa during 1984 arms-control
negotiations. Democrats have been chor-
tling over this prospect for months, and it
creates a stand-off in the 1992 “Bimbo
Wars.” Bush's “family values’ campaign
could wind up rivaling Quayle as a
joke-line on late-night talk shows.

Yet the Republicans do have a tried-
and-true theme: Change is risky. Even
when voters want change, there is always
a risk, a reluctance, in turning to a party

may not have the experience to deal with
international crises.
By some important precedents, in fact,
. Clinton, shouldn't .win. This is the first
-time he’s run for Presidént, and with the
" exception of Jimmy, Carter in 1976, no
.person’ elected_ Président” jn’ the; Iast
_half-century. has won on. hxs first try. In
addition, Clinton hails from a small s
and thaf's another historical nofio, Péo-
ple fram minor states usually ‘don’t have
.the experience or stature to win. ..
. ,-_.-'T‘hj.la,* e the Republicdns mieetir
on, . thid ‘Week db Tlavé a ot
probl .Jl.r ng’ :ﬂnvemton
years. '3 1o éle ry.. 'l'hg:e
j.ba iﬁiat favo

are precedents

|. convention succeeds, it's.Jess- o
come f_mm__‘_!‘éel&r‘ing

the laurell
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Focusing these douBtha a great chal-

“guch predicaments'¢tén seent Jtfident or

- out of touch, and fiominating coriventions,
after all, are better. platfornis for booster-

" ism than cynicism e o
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-l.HOUSTON »Aug. 16 —Is it genetic? But the real competition would not
No ane really knows if Republicans  begin until the Monday evening arriv-

. and Democrats are created bynature _ a1 of Brent Scowcroft, Mr. Bush’s Na- -
»0r nurture, But as the Republican Na- \?@g[ Security Adviser, who regular-
~-jjtmal Convention gets under way ™y wows the Maine plald crowd in

-~ here, the evidence mounts thatthe _JKennehunkport with his cunningly
.-ifferences between the partie¥gobe- ~ eontrasting jacket and pants ensem-
«-yond philosophy and platformi nbles.e, v.- .

Ji"../They just plain look different act  « -4*Egrever Plaid,” an Oif Broadway
.“different and favor different color . immsical; is-runhing at the Alley Thea-
<.combinations. B a

%" Hhen the Democratic response
+*9emm — David Dreyer, an aide to
Representative Richard A. Gephardt
of Missouri, and Mark Steitz, a Demo-
- gratic Natiopal.Committee official —
hit the Astrodome today, they spo:
2*pony tails and T-shirts under thei
:baggy sport jackets. The shaggy,
« bearded Mr. Dreyer also wore a bicy-
yeje pouch and Ray Bans, It was sort
of a ]ate *60s anarchist, early Cheech
«+and Chong look. T
w £Itstoo hot here for mink,” sald
"Mr Dreyer, who left Washington in
--guch a rush that he forgot the small
*!gddd hoop earring he usually wears,
~19fhe Democraticduo stbbd out, - -
"Rekidl3ds to'say, at a convefition =~ 7.
‘9liere most of the men are so cleanly
-Yshaveti that some reporters were |
wWhhdérfng If Republicand are aliowed

:_r‘l.h'? eaﬂy returns, Bob Michel,
o S I e ’

_.fer hrere: Brochures distributéd to del-
" hegntes prociaim “‘Don’'t miss George

" . ‘agalsh'sfavorité musical!* and add

theft'President Bush has seen the

sgiow Tivk times. '

-2} geéms fitting that Mr. Bush's un-

witting endorsement wenttoa musi-

© ~"¥a¥whose eritire frat-house cast, like

~ghist of the délegates at the conven-

“tlon, s white afd male. * ¥*

*2+'By contrast, Hillary Clinton has

49 Buy 8 special secret brand of razor. - f,

ven endorsement ("'Simply
S

) to the advertisements for

f"rhe:Se ret Garden,' a touchy-feely
,M'adgvgy musical highly populated
- by,womén and children and written
19y - .

wand staged by women.

nj -alme
unnles

t Home Videos:

The Republlcan Verslort-  °
- men:wmm“ghdié}“@ﬁme As-
- codome this afternoon foy iraatellite

projecting hugé'sjlil pictures of Mr.

: ¥usfyortthe twin video that

§Smink'the stage. "¥i.
AN A Mi: Bush

" "oy h¥y Tiious Yopskied grins

o D00 by .cmefrlmnnra-mmgmnu-

s Y300, f

the House Republican leader, was

" winning the quadrennial plaid sport

~jacket contest. His boxy pattern of
trown and darker brown stunned tha

- competition on his plane from Wash-

<ington 1o Houston on Friday., -

L T

D i in -

rom High Pr ;
J'Qo N.'Io Pgrommw.{:..' .'..v....;'.'h.;c"ll-dl‘l..-
Dan Rather, who provoied Preet-.

~ .:,.‘.%t Bugh in an interview duringthe

¢ 1988 campaign by inxistently quiszing
" him on the Iran-contrx scandal, has
cen dented an interviéw this time=

! around. “*Our offer remains on the ta- _

e, sald Joseph Peyromiin, a vice
resident of CBS News.
r Even ashis parents prepare to
rag on their family values and fam-
ly, First Son Neil Bush has been con-
spicuously absent, even though he
now lives in Houston. In the wake of

the Silverado SavIngs and Loan sudui- |

d¢at, Mr. Bush has been lying doggo, .
and is expected to surfaceonly when :

Con?.
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THE HOUSTON THING
hlbbonlihthudiusolingieh st

Maureen Dowd
and Frank Rich

Barbara Biish's speech on' Wednes-

aynight. .
Howard R. Baker Jr., the former
Tennessee Senator and White House |
Chief of Staff, was introduced ata
press panel at the Houston Club today!
by Allen H. Neuharth, the former
chairman of the Gannett Company
and editor of USA Today.

“You remember how distinguished.
he used to be,” Mr. Neuharth told the |
crowd of Republicans. “I'm remind- *
ed of an anecdote he tells. He tells the.
story that as he travels around the
country from airpert to airport, peo- !

. ple come up to him and say, ‘Hey, did-|
n’t you used to be Howard Baker?" |

*‘well,” he went on, “Tused to be Al
Neuharth of USA Today.” !

Mr. Baker smiled cheerfully,
though it was unclear whether he was;
amused by Mr. Neuharth's words or |
his wardrobe. Mr. Neuharth was H
decked out in an outfit that was blind-
ingly white even by Republican
standards, suggesting he had dropped
in on his way to 2 Palm Beach night- °
spot: white slacks, white sports coat,
white tie, white loafers and no socks. :

At the same panel, James Squires, |
the former press secretary for the |
former Presidential hopeful, Ross
Perot, noted his unusual dual position
as both a former political reporter
among Republicans and a former
‘'spokesman for the man he lightly re- :
ferred to as *‘good old Inspector Pe-
mt'!l L3

] now fully appreclate the phrase

'bastard at a family reunion,’ "he
said. .7,
Stres for Etephants: .
Blg, Bigger, ReallyBlg -
L PN L DTS Bl T A g

Republicans also have an excessive
‘fondness for topiaries, hair mousse
and gel, Tire engines and white shoes.
Even President Bush has been lmown
to wéar albino leather. for the occa-n
gional Kennebunkport press confers.

\K’he Bush children appear on stage for;

N TR
LN

ence, .

As Vice President, Mr, Bushputan’
elephant topiary sent to him from
Houston in a placeof honoronthe. |
lawn of his residence. .- '

**The elephant goes like crazy,”
safd Fla Ravari of the Plant House,

which has supplied glant toplariesto ..

thé Astrodome, the Galleria, and the
Bush campaign headquartersatthe

- Doubletree Hotel. He makes the ele-
phant in nine different sizes, with the
top-of-the-line 8-footer now rearing its
trunk in front of the Astrodome avail-
able for $795 once the convention ad-
journs. '

Houston Is a city that cherishes ali
manner of moss cn a frame, Edward
Scissorhands seems to have run
.amok on almost every block, where
roam Texas longhom, girafles, f1a-
mingos, reindeer, monkeys, rabbits,

pigs and armadillo} 6plary.5ﬂcian-

for replicas of boatgzplanes, trains
and their Dobermaiipinchers..
The total effect s much Iike Chia

Pets stalking the cif¥’as Godzilla did
Tokyo. & - g o
Republicans alsofive a fire engine
" In1984, Ronald Reggan’s warm

and fuzzy “Morningt'America” .
commercials showed two men wiping
,down a fire engine in 4 small town on

. a sunny siifnmer aftetnoon.

In1988,Mr. Bush’scommercials

, showed tgo men wiplfi édwn a fire
.engine ina small; fapunny:

{summeréftern L :
' Today, the Republicans unveileda -

| videop {orthe convention -
called “Americana,’; featuring two
old gents playing chggiérs in front of

, the general store, two young boys

} (one black, one whit&) runnirig Old

‘ Glory up a flagpole, and two men wip-
ling down a fire engine. (On a sunny

% summer afternoon.) \

ados have also put fiftustom arders °
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President Bush and his wife, Barbara, posed for a portrait in 1989 with their children and grandchildren at Cami) David, Md. Sta
were their sons George W., left, and Neil. Sitting on the far right were their son Jeb and their daughter, Dorothy Koch.

White tiouse Pholograph
nding at top lelt
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For the Bushes, Politics
adsa Famﬁy Enterprise

—~——
=

__;:0_ t-’ v'

l’ B, I]RUMMOND AYRES Jr.
- wq-'qmny values” will be one of the
-lbﬂn political themes of this week's
" “W&publican National Convention, and
-tpndﬂve home that point, convention
. Tofficlals plan to give plenty of expo-
.@'p President Bush's large, ex-

eho clan of children, grandchil-
dmn, siblings, spouses and epusins.
»2 43 all, 71 Bush family members will
‘bedn Houston three more than at-
-(nded- the 1988 convention in New

be y
'Oﬂealg.m fvo;rrl: will delegates
’vﬁﬂnus convention maue d same
*» -WH] be along just for the fi 5
'_',:'- ﬂt!(e L5 over, 'mgly head :::_
. ;ﬁg.!' Preaident’s re-clectiip, Justias,
.mnrked before the- tion to
nh the moneyand vofts he need-
IR Te N B
A reumon of 71 :
_'relatwps at the |
- IRept_;l‘)hca
"con\'rentlon.l

.li‘..l-
-.f!-'

eujor renomlnatlm, and just as l.hey
have worked.in.fa political cam-

»a - thelr leaders and Iear the pemocrnm_
w%nrhgnzag *f.u-.:armn wuurd let sllp away.~ " L% )

- Bush, firat won & seat in the Unlted
e e 10 atxing, Pt
comes to° litics -
- and famtly, the Bush: hroods'ldpe’o
2glde, is the closest thing Repubncans

:h&ve 1o the Kennedyg, complete with -

ﬁle Ivy League edugations, the home
an & New England: seashore that
Gampy" and “Gahny” maintain
?enchant for running for every-
presiden!. of the P.T.A. to

-Presidem of the United States, .
.-Both parties, and; families, wwld
no doubt find such. comparison odl-
ous, but the similarities are hard to

..%ge, except that-among the ‘Bu-

S, a8 clan members are some-
times called, only the President and

his father have been successful vote-.

. 8etiers invthe big leagues,

-A tentative schedule for this week
in- Houston calls for upwards of 25
Bnﬂms to appear en the Astrodome

- projected by the family.
and fuzzy.” His sister,: Dorothy Koch,

THE BUSHES

stage at one point, possibly on -

Wednesday night when Mr. Bush is
nominated and his wife, Barbara, is
-scheduled to speak.

That night has also been designat-
ed “Family Values Night."

The 68-year-old President has al-
ways emphasized his membership in
a close-knit, God-fearing, straight-
-shooting clan: rough-housing with the
12 grandchildren and.dogs beyond
number, picnicking and tossing
ggrseshoes with his four sons and his

ughter, fishing and golfing with his

. three brothers and his gister, escort-.
. ing his wife and mother o Sunday
. church services., 25

“One son, Jeb, a 39-year-old ‘Miami

. veal estate executive who is running
*. the Pres{dent’s re-election campaign

in Florida, once described the image
as“warm

uWhite House officials say the, im-
; age of a wholesome, affectionate fam-

lly is a true refiection of Mr. Bush and
brood and will be emphasized in

: Houston because it Is & quality, they

argue, that Americans long to see in

v .o+, BlackSheep..

-.Of course, some of the-President’s -

detractors contend the image i3 not
" without flaws.

, They say.the Bush family, like so
many Presidential families, most re-

" cently the Kennedys, the Johnsons

and the Carters, has had a problem
member or two, and note that in
recent years questions have been
. raised -in some quarters about the
financial dealings of some Bush sons
and brothers. Last year, Federal reg-

ulators concluded that one of the sons, -

Neil, was guilty of a conflict of inter-
est in a savings and lpan deal. Neil
Bush is now 37 years old and working
for a Houston cable television compa-
ny.

Four years ago, on the eve of the
1988 Republican Convention, it was

Neil Bush who asserted that mem-

Con 7




bers of the Bus}l' i’amily never had
problems with conflicts of intereat.. lee the Kennedys-

because ‘"we know to say ‘no’ and mg l . YRR TALEY L DR R
keep to the straight and narrow.” except fOP ihe

In any event, when the Republlcans’

gather, most of the Bush famlly will, + W u“
gat 1deology oyt

The lrﬁmedlaw family will Btnyblu"" ey T
the Houstonian Hotel, a comfortdble o
but financially troubled establish ﬁg“lgu‘;,‘?“,’n‘*;,“;; ;1?;?‘;’3,";0:';"
ment where the President has long speak at th cmwemion put for cer-
rented an apartment that he omclally ‘taln, the offitials say,'m 'members
lists as home, a holdover from his . the clan will be u’mrklng the floor
days as a Texas businessman. Other and various delegatlons,!glad-hand-
relatives will stay at the more luxuri- ing emissaries, ready t0.pose for a
ous Hotel Wyndham Warwick: picture, sit for an lntervlew or put put

Convention officlals say some a political fivte. ™
“members of the immedlate Bush  Manyare accuatnmedtopubllc life.

“i for example, Ma in Bysh, ‘whp:at
is the P’f eslden;‘t s youngest 50;1. logk’,» successfully for the House of Repre-
- time off from hig work-ag-an jnvest-""" sentatlves. ~
ment adviser lnqméil;mg'r

rreprese 5'?1: M, .Bush at ‘f.ﬁ OJRmprc Bush family supported the political

Not nnlx,ha.\fe l}lpy wqﬂied at ,19ca1t:‘;w Bush 46, of Dallas will be an

and stay,e.convem{pns and cAUCUses i important convention figure, behind
- for the  Présiden
other relatives, ralsing money and3ii’Texas:Rangers baseball team and a
votes, 'but on many occasions they’: 1 prominent member of the Republican
have stood in for Mr, Bush, mcludmg - establishment in Texas, he is a senior
represendifig. f,’h nation dta dozen j(r ;,. adviser to his father's campaign and
&

‘themselves ‘and;}; the scenes. One of the owners of the

one of the President's most trusted
trouble-shooters. In 1978, he ran un-

* more functions aproad. Last we

a, 0" . Asked once to describe how the

' Game ‘Bafcelohsl efforts of its most illustrious mem-
Next-week,~-Marvin—Bush’s wi ber, she replied that the President’s

_ Margaret, will be a delegate at the children were the ‘‘first team,” with
Houslﬂwgonng;ipn 7T ...! - his siblings backmg them up by

The oldest Presidential sgu, Goarge+ “working like dogs.”

z661 LI LSNONY AVANOW 'STWIL MY0A MHAN FHL
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Character Issue

To Win, George Bush
Must Finally Identify
A Vision—of Himself

As His Pragmatic Side Wars
With Warmer Instincts,
President Appears Adnift

He Is ‘3 or 4 Different People’

By JoHN HARWOOD
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

HOUSTON—AS a lanky Yale first base-

man was struggling at the plate 46 years
ago, the team groundskeeper diagnosed
his problem. **You don't take a real cut at
the ball.f' he said. *"Put more power behind !
your swing.”

It wasn't the last. time George Bush
would receive advice like that.

_As he accepts the Republican presiden-
tial nomination here this week, Mr. Bush
takes the last swing of his 30-year potiti-
cal career. And once again, friends and
allies are beseeching him to “put more
power” behind the effort, to spell out a
vision to inspire a troubled America.

I_Jnnl now, the 68-year-old president has
hesitated, pausing before the final compe-
titlon to take stock, ° e
One Bush intimate A
has lately 'sensed
this normally unre-
flective man - “re- §
treating to some
space behind his

eyes,” chewing
over “a struggle. ..
about what to do
with what remains -
of his life.” By help~ - =
ing shape his politi- - 717
cal legacy, this ¥/&d
campaign — and, if -
it succeeds, a sec- _—
ond-tarm — will reveal much about Mr.
Bush’s vision of himself, even as he strug-
gles to articulate one for the country.

) Thé’choices might be simpler had his
life not Qlaced so many claims onhim: his
upbringing as an energetic and dutiful son
of Eastern Establishment privilege, his
taste of daring and valor as a World War II
pilot, years of hustling on the twin fron-
tiers of Texas oil and Republican politics,
injtiation into the clubby world of Capitol
Hil, long and loyal service to the national
GOP. that uitimately led to the presi-
dency.

“He's probabiy three or four different
people,” says lifelong friend FitzGerald
Bemiss. But if those disparate experiences
propelled his climb, they also spawned ‘

conflicting allegiances and — even after
two decades on the national stage and four
vouars in the White House — ~nil blur b
profile in the public mind.

Less than three months before Election
Day, another problem may be even more

A Domestic Agenda

Bush is expected to use the convention to
gketch a domestic program. See article
on page A8. In related developments:

® Campus Republicans of the 19708 are
driving strategy in the 1990, AS.

® Moderates don't feel genuinely wel-
come in their own party, A8.

W President Reagan’s appearance is
likely to be bittersweet, AS.

m Dan Quayle finds himself the new
celebrity pitchman in town, B1,

daunting. Mr. Bush launches his fall cam-
paign with his own instincts at odds with
those of his constituents, Heisa congenital
optimist at -a moment when voters are
worried, a man Who celebrates America as
it {s while they fear the nation is faltering,
a lifelong skeptic of government action as
they look to Washington to make things
better. w -
“He doesn’t necessarily think there's a
whole lot of ills in America’s system that
need a whole lot of repair,” says John
Ashmun, g close friend since both men left
the Ivy League to seek fortunes in the West
"exas oll fields. 'He doesn’t think we need
that. . . . If it’s not broke, don’t fix it.”
_. His status-quo approach has been re-
flected throughout a first term that has
geen his political standing float up and
‘down according to the public’s broader
mood. The man once dubbed ‘‘the in-box
president” has usually reacted to events
instead of $haping them,;with the impor:
‘ant exception of the Persian Gulf War.
-{¥:Now, nilfed behind Democratic rival
“Bill Ciinton iri the polls, Mr, Bush has been
fgreed to seek help from his old friend and
political-mastermind James Baker, With
the:president facing trouble with the Re-
iblican cright;;and middle-of the-road
Yiters alike; MriBaker has promised that
i’ White” House Jfil. fashlon-a positive
dbmiestic figenda on. conservative princi-
Dles for thie fall campaign.  °
“The Inner Rules’
~ But a larger question is whether Mr.
Bush can convince himself of the urgency
of that agenda, so that he can persuade
Americans that he would see {tthroughina
second term. While the public George Bush
has made innumerable tactical adjust-
ments over the years while navigating the
political shoals, his essential character
hasn’t much changed since he was a
young man of such impressive bearing that
his younger brother promised grade-school

WHITE OAK, MARYLAND

lopb

«gyen if it hurts him,” say$ brother l

classmates he'd be president one day,
Lonathan Bush, “‘he has always followed

. the inner rules, the inner guide-

lines.” )
The rules are not simple.

One senior aide sees three distinct
strands to Mr. Bush’s character that some-

Slease furn o Puage AN, Calumn

|
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Continued From First Page

times work at cross purposes. There 15 the
sentimental man who takes succor from
family and friends, author of a thousand
thank-you notes and backyard barbecues,
whose reputation for thoughtfulness and
decency is so well-established that recent
allegations of marital infidelity — unsub-
stantiated but widely publicized — in all
likelihood won't scratch it.

Then there is the dutiful servant who
signed up for wartime combat rather than
take refuge in college, who has embraced
charitable activities of all descriptions,
who disdains ideological extremism in the
betief that reasonable people in govern-
ment can sit down and work things out.

Finally, there is also the unsentimental
politician who instinctively sorts allies
from enemies, who will calculate “what I
have to do to be re-elected” and then do
it—even if he finds it distasteful.

When he learned that the masseur from
his old Houston health club lay dying of
cancer this spring, the president—notwith-
standing the distraction of mounting politi-
cal problems — took time to telephone him
repeatedly. Mr. Bush,js “the milk of hu-
man kindness," says the Rev. Floyd Wil-
liams, pastor of Antioch Baptist Church
here, wiho has known him since the 1960s.
Yet, surveying the broader picture of eco-
nomic pain in Houston’s black neighbor-
hoods, the same Mr. Williams thinks of his
old friend and wonders, “How can you not
see?” His only conclusion: that Mr. Bush's
cautious domestic policy is a product of the
president’s.“being more Politiwl than his
real feelings.” i )

Civil Rights Opponent’ )

That tension has existed ever since Mr.
Bush began challenging the Democratic
courthouse establishment in Texas to help
build a new Republican Party without
alienating the John Birch Society types
who formed much of its initial base. The
graduate of Andover and Yale campaigned
for the U.5. Senate in 1964 as a “‘Goldwater
Republican" opposing civil-rights legisia-
tion of the sort his father had sponsored in
the Senate.

A minister later said Mr. Bush confided
after the election that he veered hard right
in an unsuccessful bid *to get elected" and
regretted it, In the wake of that experi-
ence, Mr. Bush called on conservatives to
stop questioning the patriotism of political
rivals, But years later, his shot at the
presidency on the line, Mr. Bush didn't
.2sitate to cast Democratic rival Michae!
Dukakis as a foe of the Pledge of Aile-
1ance.

| Character Issue: To Win, Bush
" Must Identifya Vision—of Himself

The vote-hungry candidate of 1988 who
snarled 'read my lips"” became the presi-
dent of 1990 who huddled with congres-
sional leaders to break his pledge because
he thought the economy required it. Pres-
sured by a rebellious GOP right wing
earlier this year, he renounced the deal
because that's what his campaign
needed. '

At one fateful moment of his first
term — when Iraq invaded Kuwait and
menaced the vital oil fields of Saudi Ara-
bia — the disparate facets of Mr. Bush's
persona were merged in a powerful display
of leadership. Outraged by reports of Iraqi
brutality, determined to fight Saddam
Hussein's aggression and the threat it
posed to Western economies, confident in
his ability to pull the right poiitical levers,
he led Operation Desert Storm with a calrp
and firmness that contrasted with his
customarily frenetic style,

Powerless With Congress

He displayed such traits as well in his

approach toward German reunification
and in pursuing a Middle East peace. Yet
on other foreign policy issues, he has again
shown his tendency to remain wedded to
the status quo — tnaintaining his prefer-
ence for Mikhail Gorbachev even after
Boris Yeltsin had emerged as a popularly
elected alternative, for gxample. And he
has especially faltered on domestic is-
sues. - .
Mr. Bush’s dealings with Congress
have been largely fruitless, stranded be-
tween his own conciliatory instinets and
pressure from the Republican right. He
has watched, often passively, as Demo-
crats gutted his legislative proposals. In
his January State of the Union Address, he
warned lawmakers that ‘“the battle is
joined" if they didn't pass his economic
growth program. They didn't, but the
battle fizzled. Deborah Steelman, issues
director in Mr. Bush’s 1988 campaign and
now an occasional adviser, believes the
difficulty of governing has been '‘confus-
ing to him."”

It has not, however, made him fight. He
does not like confrontation. John Overbey,
Mr. Bush’s first partner in the oil business,
remembers Mr. Bush's bemused reaction
the time a prospective partner reneged on
his “word of honor' in order to cut
a deal with someone else. “"He would jusi
shrug his shoulders and go ahead.” Mr.
Neaproy eayvs, eonfident that next time
would turn out better.

]

#1
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[t's no wonder Mr. Bush’s outlook is so
sunny: His lifetime glitters with achieve-
ment. Infused with his mother's fierce
competitiveness, he thrived in athletics
aven though he lacked his father’s natural
grace. The Bushes “expected to win and
generally did,"” says Mr. Bemiss. recalling
the "'idyllic life” the two shared as summer
playmates in Kennebunkport, Maine—
while most of the country was then mired
in the Depression.

He got his first oil job working for a
family friend and founded a business
backed by family money. The fortune he
made—he ultimately sold out for $1 million
in the mid-1960s — was modest by Texas oil
standards. But it was enough to raise a
large family comfortably and allow him to
leave business for politics. The lesson
he drew, rather than the importance of
connections, was that Americans with
drive and talent can make it on their
own.

His political career taught much the
same lesson. Texas voters twice spumed
his bid to follow his father into the U.S.
Senate, and Richard Nixon and Gerald
Ford both passed him over for vice presi-
dent when he thought he had a chance. But
instead of rebelling, Mr. Bush responded
with discipline and unremitting loyalty
that ultimately paid off. .

Persontal tragedies that might have
soured other men failed to dim his opti-
mism. Mr. Bush saw friends die in war,
and lost a three-year-old daughter to leuke-
mia. For a time after Robin Bush died, he
was frozen in grief that friends worried
might wreck his marriage. But Barbara
Bush and his own restless desire to move
on snapped him out of it.

Tales of Thoughtfulness

H_is generation rode the postwar eco-
nomic boom. Abroad, the job of national
leaders was to safeguard freedom and
block Communist expansion. At home, the
role of government ‘was not to interfere.
Those hlessed with advantages were
obliged to give something back, and Mr.
Bush always did. The charity club he
headed at Andover and the YMCA he
founded in an old Midland grocery store
foreshadowed the Points of Light he has
celebrated as president.

0ld friends and family members have
helped lighten hi .urdens as president.
Despite the joi-t, . battering he has suf-
fered, he can stili-lose himself in impro-
vised golfing contests, or bowling, or
horseshoes. He mocked his childlike love of
games when describing his Kennebunk-
port vacation last year: “T'll play a good
deal of golf here, a good deal of tennis, a
good deal of horseshoes, a good deal of
fishing, a good deal of running — and some
reading. I have to throw that in for the
intellectuals out there.”

Before his poll ratings began tumbling
a year ago, Mr. Bush plainly loved his job.
“People who get eaten up by the presi-
dency are people who are uncomfortable
with themselves.” says Texas political
consultant Kar| Rpsss wons mrs temmeen 300
Bush for two decades. George Bush is
romfortable with himself.”

Showing the Strain

vet in recent months the strain has
shown in his appearance and demea-
nor — variously edgy, grim, agitated, even
haggard. To senior staffers and Republi-
can audiences alike, he complains about
unfair news coverage. He expresses Some
frustration with voters as well, saying thev
don't credit him for the West’s Cold War
triumph — a crowning achievement for his
generation, but largely forgotten amid
the rising economic anxieties of young
families.

When bad news comes, this ordinarily
gregarious man tends to fall silent. After
top aides reported Patrick Buchanan's
strong showing in the New Hampshire
primary, '‘He got very quiet, swiveled in
his chair and said, ‘Well, we'll just have to
work harder, " recalis Rich Bond, 2
longtime aide rewarded with the Republi-
can Party chairmanship this year. The
president quickiy set out on a breakneck
campaign tour.

But nothing yet has reversed his year-
leng political slide, and Mr. Bush arrives
here for the GOP convention in desperate
need of a turnaround. This peculiar cam-
paign may demand more than Mr. Bush's
characteristic determination — or even
escalating attacks on Mr. Clinton. Mr.
Bush may heed to show Americans that.
he has done something very uncharac-
teristic: stop to reflect on the country, 1o
sort through the fragments of his experi-
ence and beliefs to offer a defining purpose
for his second term. It won't come easily.
“He doesn't come from a family of philoso-
phers,” says Thomas “Lud" Ashley, a
former Democratic congressman who has
known Mr. Bush since they attended Yale
together.

“people are looking for & lot of high-
sounding Shhkespearedn prose about Tiv-
ing on the mountaintop,” complains Jona-
than Bush. *‘He’s got to stick to saying,
“This is the price tag of what the other
guy is talking about.” " -

This Mr. Bush can do with conviction—
almost certainly more conviction, in fact,
than he can muster for the education,
health-care and environmental proposals
his aides have persuaded him to adopt.
The president doesn’t conceal his low
expectations for government when he tells
audiences: “*What happens in your house
is more important than what happens in
the White House.”

Privately as well as publicly, Mr. Bush
remains confident that voters ultimately
will reward his virtues. But if they don't—
if, like the hapless Jimmy Carter 12 years
ago, he is swamped by hisown failings and
the opposition’s incoming tide — few who
know him believe he'd be devastated for
very long.

instead, friends say, he and Barbara
would carry out a gracious transition and
return to Houston satisfied they'd done
their best. “‘He's not a brooder,” says
Peter Teeley, a former press secretary
whom Mr. Bush recentty appointed ambas-
sador to Canada. “Bush is the kind of guy
+hn always recognizes there's snmethine
s15e (o do.”
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A Time to
Get

«[EMO TO: The President
TROM: Noonan
2E: Your acceptance speecn

I Pr_emdenn. ramemoer tne scene 1o that
movie vou liked. "Lloonstruck.” in which
Cher slugs the varv tine ana aecent but atso
dispirited Nicolas Cage ana savs. "Snap out
_ of it!"? That is our text for toqay. '

~ You are George Herbert Walker Bush ana vou nave
SEeN serving your country ana keeping nigh its ideals
since the day you were oorn. You went out 1o defena it
¥1th vour tife when you were an i3-vear-oid bov, You
cOUCKed security, got in the car, dug the oii. created a

the payroil. met it every weex. kept trucking, went to
Congress, went to China. protected the CLA in its wugh- |
<3t days, served a great man named Reagan with guiet,
dgggea loyalty, became a iandsjide president of the Unit-
&d States, went o victorious war against a nut with

N J/ nukes, helped transform the Soviet Union—and kept, all
' \ this time. il these vears, the honest, vearning love of
How to deai\ your children and vour wire, )

with 1 You haw_e lived a life. And now this—zhis Elvis imper-
breaking sonator. this boomsir on a bus. this guy who calls hisclimb
up .I;'he greasy pole “answering the call of public service,”
the ‘read 3.911'1 he were sacrificing ambition for good works, as if
mv lins’ polltics were a nunnery and not a whor-. Well, '
lyd p LA And hls Iriends, the newspaper poets! Back there tap- |
nledgde: “ap-tapping in the back of the plane. and every time they |
mistake see_blmmn their eyes shine because what they're reallir I
stays a seeingis. . . The housein McLean and the phone cail in the |
nignt, the journal entrv: "The presudent cailed again tonight. |
scandal I knew wnv 'he was up, aione. Sarajevo. Aggin. " )
until you Buttheads with laprops! (Going for the Bradlee Cup! |

That’s what you think of them in your less charitable
moods. Well. stay less charitabie for a minute,

.\I'r. Preside_nt. Clinton says you're wasned up, He says
you're th;oug_h. you're vesterday, and a new generation
tempered byzipand disciplined by zero is goingtorunthe
country. And he will—right into the ground! You goingto
let him? Or you going to teach him a littte lesson in
respect?

{Phew. it’s not easy doing a Roger Ailes
lmpersonation.

axplain it

Four years ago today you were working on what we al] |
:hought was the Imost important speech of your career. |
_-Ve were wrong. This is. [t"s aiso the most challenging. A |
‘ot haschanged in the last four vears. Last time vou were |
‘1P 2gainst a man caugnt somewnere between mept and

3Y PEGGY NOONAN

3 ovEwswEDR

Jusiness. gave peopie jobs. got an uicer worrying about | :

cert. Txis [ime vou re UD against a savvy voung gol.
Zuln tne Lemocrats ana In2 neounlicans tNInK i3at

"1 Te 1n (rouUDie Decause ol ILE ECONOTY, DUt I Thore.
Z:oDle are angrv 400Ul 116 C05is ana demanas of govern-
-18nt. 2RETY 1240 N0 0Ne NAs LLe courage 1o cul SDENAIng.
T-ev are UnNEasv apout QUT CLITUTE. 200U 113 increasing
:carseness. vulEarily, viCIence. i “eople 024 seen 1R
=4St [nTee vedrs [NAL VOU Were 12a 0V QIscernibie Drincl-
Sie. 1f thev naa been apte to see 1nat vou were tninking
0ng Term, !oag range, LNEV @ tave sTUCK With vou [rom
~o0m to pust. But thev aian L. :3 taev naven .

4 auncn: YouU £DOW WNAt 4 (01 0F VOTers 1eel, aeen in
-hplr nearts. witfl a Certituae inat Snds no expression in
Jzcus groups: They TRINK U115 election 15 a wWalle-guy
Zstrignt over nower. [hat s-atl. Two grouns of guys in
1S WNO WANT DOWer. 3tennanonouios does. Teeter ages,
Carviiie aoes. Rich Bona. Busn. Clinton. Peonte natelt, 1t
TaKes them think that vou re none of vou Serlous.

I ze Democratls cegeq seriousness to senflment al Lhetr
CONVEeNTIon. SUT SeriguUsness 1s Vour salvation. it means
:Zat if ¥ou win. you win Witk meamng, if vou lose, vou
.0se with ciass. The grst g1ves vou a mandate. the secona
aads hert to vour nistorical repuzation. Here are
some 1deas:

Put the contest in cantext: The 92 campaign 19a ight. on
sheone nand. between a sond Repuoiican Party tnat has
in your jifetime done an amanng toing: 1t has cngnzea
1story for the berter; 1115 the
party that helped change an
evli empire into a benign cius-
ier of democracies: that un-
leasned a histore economic
boom. and that spoke, again.
for our country and the worid.
of the rightness of freedom.

On tke other side, an evoiv-
ing Democratic Party that has
not eveived enough to lead.
Their policies are new ideas
wrapped in oid entangie-
ments. with the obvious
ieft—The Groups, The
Unions—quiet now. but poised
o move 1n & Clinton adminis-
tration. Nothing wiil change
the Democrats but more history; their evolution s
incompiete,

You think this. But you'il say 1t better.

Your biggest problem? ‘Read my mind": Four years ago
you said: The Congress wiil push me 1o raise taxes, and [l
say no, and they il pusa, and I'll say no, and they Ul push
agein. And I'll say to them: Reaa my iips. No new taxes.

Once FDR made a campaign piedge in a speech in
Philadelphia. Later he broke it. When his image
handlers wondered what to do ne merrily instructed
them 1o deny e was in Philadeiphia. My advice: Don't
deny vou were in New Orleans. tell peopie why vou aid
what you aid.

You said vou'd fight the congressional Democrats’
desire to rase taxes by pushing pack end retusing. in-
stead you compromised. trading taxes for spending
controis,

Evervone has his reasons, and vou kad vours. But vou
never toid them to the peopie. All they saw wag a zuy
jozging by the cameras. saving, Zead my hips. ' Your
worst public moment as president.

Zxplain 1t. You knew vou nad 1o get the deficit unaer
controi. ana the deticit ts a spending prooiem, You reft

When the delegates
hear Reagan they
wifl erupt in joy.
They will say, °| miss
his voica’ and mean;
| miss belief.

< TEATIONS BY ROBERT WEURECKEY,
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_oing tne Democrats o to a stanastill woutd get vou

.wnere. proauce notning out a daiiy argument, likea
-an marriage. [The people] aid not send us here 1o
-_ker. vou said in your inaugurai. ana you meant it.

-y vou neid back from a war with Congress that had to

» fougnt. You put your personai credibility on the line.
-7U DroKe your word—but only in hopes 1t wouid break
*neress’s nabits. [t didn't. They're suil spending, the
-aficit 18 growing, but you iearned somerhing: never
sgamn. (This. as Kissinger used 1o say. had the added
benerit of being true. You wiil
never do it again.)

A mistake stays a scandal
until you explain it. And thisis
a mstake to be turned to your
advantage. It was the Demo-
crats. Bill Clinton's party. who
insisted on the tax raise. Now
they condemn You Ior giving
them wnat they tegged for.
What will Clinton do when a
Democratic Congress tells him
10 raise taxes even more than
he intends?

Saywhat youdid right: There's
slenty. But this year the Re-
publicans have had trouble go-
ing pesitive—about them-
:eives. One reason: good newathat isold newsisnot news.
How do vou make it interesting that Republicans arrest-
»d inflation when inflation hasn't mugged anyone late-
'y? One way is 10 be terse. true—and funny. Give people
something they can getasmileor a laugh with when they
quote it to the neighbors. People want to fight on your
side—a good line is ammunition.

They're ba-a-ck: “ Clinton says he'll take back America
and he wili—to the Carter vears.” That's how Jim
Pinkerton speaks of the Democratic ticket. Pinkerton,
Mary Matalin, ail the young, smart ones on your staff:
they say to remind people the Democrats aren't the
answer. they re the problem. You said it yourself: they're
not the fireman, they're the arsonist. Drive it home.

War talic In private you speak of Desert Storm with
humility and quiet pride. On the stump your references
:ake on a kind of agitated boastfulness.

Your normal approach to things is low key, modest,
often wry. But your advisers tell you to show how you
“feel” when you make aspeech, so you “"act” how you feel,
and sometimes it doesn't work because—you're not an
actor. (As a former adviser I feel free to say: Kill the !
advisers.} !

Youcould usethe war tomake two points. (1) Tellabout .
building thecoaiition against Saddam Hussein. You
zathered together the civilized world. It was masterful.
Underscorethe fact that Clinton hasnothing like your
quArter-century experience in foreign affairs.(2) The war
was fought with minimum lossoflife because of state-of-
the-art hardware that was only developed because
Republicans led the nation the past 12 years. (Imagine
neople who two vearsago had VISUALIZE PEACE on their
Humperstickersinchargeorthe Pentagon budget!)

My only lobbying: Mr. President. we need a defense
10 protect our continent from a madman with a
welil-aimed missile. A week ago the Democratic Senate
-oted all of SDI down. You care-about it. Fight for it in
-his speech.

The Democrats, the media. hate it. Do vou know what
seguiar people on the sireet know that theelites don't? [t

You have kept, all
these years. the
honest, yearning
lave of your
children and wife.
You have lived a life.

. 7101 DOSSIOIE IOF SO MmANY men [0 ave §0 Mmany nuciedr
irmsana noone wiil ever use one. it 3 ZoINZ 1O sAVE L1ves
MEQay.

No more tears: Some wiii sav. snow vour neart. hey i
~ean: Be personai and autoblograpnical ana talk aoout
-ze pain 1n 7218 thing catled life. You il reruse. Un behaul
37 the American peopie. thank vou.

“When Al Gore was talking about nis son at the
Camocraric convention I saw a teievision predaucer
watehing with tears 1n her eves, At theena sheturneato
—e and said. " That was so manipuiative.” [ said. " You
were movea.” Sheshrugged. “I'm a mother. Igotachean
:rv.” Evervone's on to evervthing. Cheap tears win
20 Votes.

Watch out: Democrats keep saving 1t wiil be a mean
campaign and here's a reason wiy: they suil think thev
“ost ‘88 because of Willie Horton. and they stiil don't
-nderstand that voters viewed Dukakis’s actions

refusing to meet with Horton s viciims. tC.1as . - -
iiberai arrogance.

The Democrats think it was ail an ugiy racisttrick. The
;60d news: this means they re still confused about whny
veople vote against them. The bad news: people wno
think vou've been evii to them usually do evil in return.

And don't forget the merry pranksters in the press.
They areso hungry for ugly, in my view. thatthe smallest
zhing you do wiil be turned into a big thing. And thev'll
goad you 1nto the smail thing. You'li be waiking througn
the plane wo say hello to reporters and someone wiil ask.
" How did you like the dress Mrs. Clinton wore on

Arsenio’ last night?” And you. wanting to be diplomatic :

but also not wanting to look like a weenie who's atraid 1o
have fun, will say, ”Oh. the dress, well. not my ravorite
color. but. .. " That's all they 1l need. He's even
attacking her clothing!

Mr. President, ifa prankster baits you, wag your finger
and give ‘emalittle Ward Cleaver. " Now Beaver. ir's good
to try and make life fun, but it
isn't nice to start trouble.
Wally, I'd like you to talk to
your brother about taking
democracy seriously.”

The importance of belief:

I Some of your staff used to walk
around calling the Reagan
years “the pre-Bush era.”
There are many names for
such people; "historical idiot”
is one, You know and feel

Yau have a chance

to tell people what that Ronald Reagan was, is
YUH bBHPW- howyod  , .reqt man. When your
will achieve it. Ifyau 45100565 hear his voice
do, voters will give

Monday night they wili erupt
in joy. They will shake their
heads and say, "] miss his

you a second look.

- voice.” They'll mean: I miss belief.

You have a chance to tell people. again, what you
believe, what you intend, how vou will achieve it. If you
meet the challenge, voters will give you a second look.

People like to forgive. When a friend says, “T'm sorry if
Ilet you down. But I know what went wrong and it won 't
happen again and I'm asking for another chance,” you'd
have to be ungenerous to turn the guy down. Andyouwill
be talking 1o the most generous peopie on earth.

Noonan wrote speeches jor Ronaid Reagen anc George
Bush from 1984 to 1989 and is the authorof " What [ Sawat
:he Revoiunon.”” her Washington memoir.
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CONVENTIONAL WISDOM WATCH

Republican:Convention Edition -

TiooWis tired of Clinton's lead and will do what it can to
hype this one into being a horse race. Look for Bush's
| speech to be hailed as brillix_mt even if it isn't.

'. Conventianal Wisdom.

' G, Bush Puts entire fate in hands of Nixon's speech-
writer. CW sez, single-digit bounce.
8. Bush .. Big Mama takes charge, executes perfect
GOP straddle on abortion balance beam.

i D Quayle “‘ Like Clintor, he'll tell life story in speech—
' ‘just an all-American newspaper heir.

M. Quayle “ _Her speech will show a bright, angry, humor-
. less lawyer/mother. The GOP's Hillary.

J. Baker ‘ All hail our savior Allah, Christ, Yahweh—
whomever. [t shouldn't have come to this.

H. Truman ‘ In hot new bio, he runs against “Do Nothing”™
Congress. Give "em hell, George?

4 NEWSWEEK :AUGUST 24,1992 1
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The Abortion
Straddle

heir bios read more like the PTA directorv of a locai

Christian aay scnool than the writers o1 a polirical

document. Most led with the tact they were married
th children. #Women wno stav at nome said 50 with
oride. Meeune in Houston last weex to write tne pariy s
siatform. they referred 1o Jesus as much as George Bush.
inserting passages aoout faith ana God. When the GOP's
in1-abortion piank came up Ior aiscussion. taey voted
20WN (08 Pro-Crioicers ny &4-16. Deiaware aelegate Bobbi
Sreske pieaced for the party 1o consider exceptions 101:'
“7cTIms of rape and mcesa. which Bush supports. ar at
.2ast SHow compassion’ LOWAra women wno nave neen

violated by a stranger or, worse vet. your uncie.” But

Sreske was easiiy defeated. Mary Potter Summa. an as-
sstant districtattorney lrom Nortn Caroiina who is preg-
-ant. had the last word: ~ What 15 111 me is not a rock: it's
-4t a coke bottle: it's a numan life that's kicking me ana
situng on my bladder.” ’

Tn an erort 1o energize its core conservative vote. the
Republican Party has overcorrected to the
rignt. Not a single pro-choice piank passed
anywhere in the country as the religious

woilid stana oy ner, zarpara pusn went juriner. -

k- kg

~owWSWEEK ANd OTNET News MALaZines tnat sne
'.-im: A00TLION SNOU:d DE DAL 01102 nollTical prod
waS 4 maLler o Sersonat ¢noice.

Zush's straqaie 6n ADOITION rIgnts 1S UNLKE:w I 3t .
-=e gap peIween [ne two sides. inzae tne .~\~trcuo*n-.
smiciais worry thaf Zealous rIgnn-io-11feTs coula get &t »
sanq and 0ooone ortne GOP'srising stars. slassacausetis

Clov. Willlam Weld, who supporis acortion r1gnts and eav
rignts, Uurside toe nall. ubscale supuroan Renuoie:

w omen are protesting 1N 4 wav thev never areameda 1:3:31-
hle. " IWe've comeout or the c10Se1ONLO the streets. L nean.

wow!'" zavs va-vear-owd Anne Haie Jonnson. oI Potomac.
11d. Houstonians wno knew tne Bushes way back wnen
ure barled t bv 1ne GOP’s adamant 51ana on aporion. ..
“.apdru] of " Bush Belles,” ~omen ora certain age wno
supported Busnin nis o4 race torUongress. tirnec ul el
oro-cnoice cockiail party. Frienas in Barbara s Magic
Tircie sociai club are ouLSDOKenIy pro-choice. A worry
-hat GOP women coulid desert the Darty 11 nUIMDers (24
<T10Ugn o qe:eat Busi. Whatbothers :nese women mosi:
:hat they are “the same kind of peopie” as the busnes:
arivilegea. socially consclous WASPs. with a traumm o1
~unportmgt‘lanneu Parenthood. Mrs. Ferms Reiddr..

~as having iunch at the Reaqaing Room. an eaing ciun il
York Harnor Maine. wnen sne apnhouncea 1o ner 1aote
guests,” ['mnot aomz 10 vote for George Bush pecause ne
%On't iet me nave an abortion.

Ina Iacaae of diversity, more women wiik

address this convention. almostaii avowea

right dominated the process in state con-
venuons evervwhere. ~ Moderate voters
staved homein droves.and the wackyright
captured the party,” says Richard Murray.
4 political seientist at the University of
Houston. A Bush-Quayie strategist calls
the vocal minority “Gothic Republicans.”
moralizers who want to use government
power 1o protect the unborn ana sanitize
the cuiture. if a far-right platform is the
price for supporting Bush, he is happy to
accommodate them. But he aiso wants to
signal the pro-choice majority that he is
not an extremist. Last week Bush toid an
interviewer that if his granddaugiter be-
came pregnant and chose an abortion. he

3YELEANOR GLIFT
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If you had a young
daughter who became
pregnant and wanted
to have an abortion
would you:

57% Try to talk
her out of it hut
support whatever
decision she made

17% Agree that it
is probably the best
thing to do

17% Prevent her
from having an
abortion by any
means necessary

SPwswrER Prll, Aug. §3-14. 992

pro-choicers. "It'san important statement
-0 make that many of our leaders are oro-
choice.” says a GOP consultant. Labor Sec-
retary Lynn Martin, a prochoice mother
T two. is a party tavorite. None of these
GOP stalwarts is expected to frentaliy ais-
cuss the issue. But uniike the Democrats.
the party does not have a dream team or
-vomen running for the Senate. Chariene
HYaar of Souzh Dakota is the oniv Repupti-
can woman challenger to survive ner pri-
mary. Anti-abortion ana pro-guns, tie ror-
mer teacner says sne is "absoiutetv nota
feminist.” One camnaxgn newsietter cave
her recipe for watermeion pickles. And
after shie was leatured on a local morning
show for her rhubarb cake. she challengea
heropponent. Sen, Tom Daschie, toa bake-
oif, He rerused.
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HOUSTON."
"ERVOUS New York Republi-
cang edged toward rebellion

yesterday as they openly warned’
.of a November disaster if the strict -
‘antl-abortion platform plank fa--
vored by President Bush lan't

changed.

Startling proof of GOP fea.m
came unexpectedly from Assem-
bly Minority Leader Clarence Rap-
pleyea of upstate Norwich, a lead-

publican,

Rappleyea, who has rm with-

Right to Life Party support in the

past, took time from a pre-conven-
tion Tex-Mex barbecue to say he
now favored abandoning the anti-
abortion plank in order to.“hold off
disaster in November.”

I think Barry Goldwater sald it
right: There are a- lot of people out

fes:

i

“'there who are loy&i Republicans
who pay they can’t vote for us be-
cause of the [anti-abortion] plank,”

* Rappleyea told The Post.
ing anti-abortion conservative Re- .

"“I hope they [national GOP lead-
ers] open up the platform and
make it more Inclusive on abortion
— and I say thai even though I'm
pro-life. '

“In my years of coming to con-
ventiona, I have never heard so
much concern expressed about a
platform position as I am hearlng

-about abortion." e R

Meanwhile, further proof of the
New York Republicans' fear over
the abortlon 1ssue came from:

M State Senate Malority Leader
Ralph Marino, New York's most
powerful Republican, who said
flatly, “We should take the [anti-
abortion] plank ocut of the plat-
form.” -

“If we don't,” Marino continued

ominously, “it's going to hurt all of

lm‘"

l State GOP Chairman William
Powers, who said he favored “n big
tent” on the abortion issue and pre-
ferred the New York Republican
platform abortion plank — which
anti-abortlon activists call pro-
cholce — to the natlonal plank.

While Powers refused to say if he
personally favors legalized abor-
tion, those who know him say he

'does - b mm e

H State GOP Vice Chairwoman
and top Powers aide Jackle Miner,
who declared for the first.time: “I
think the Republican Party's posi-
tion should be pro-cholce,. although
not pro-abortion.”

B New York's only National Re-
publican Committee woman, long-
time GOP loyalist Eunice Whittle-
sSey, who said, “I'm with Barbara
Eﬂ“ on the abortion issue.

ew York Natlonal Committee
member Richard Rosenbaum, who
was working with a national coali-
tion of pro-cholce Republicans to
force a Monday-night platform
fight on the abeortion issue.

H A loose coalition of New York
City Republicans, including U.S.
Reps. Bill Green and Susan Moli-
nari and state Sen. Roy Goodman,
who were aggressively involved in

See DICKER on Page 16

Anti-abort plank spells doom
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Abort-plank doom feared

DICKER fromn Page 4

efforts to change the abortion
plank, with their own political sur-
vival seen as being on the line.

]

Meanwhile, adding to the general
sense of gloom among Republicans
here in Houston are these pained
words from Senate Majority
Leader Marino:

“We've all been disappeinted In
President Bush's performance to
date and we enter this convention
with trepidations about the upcom-
ing election.

“Tm hopeful [newly selected
White House chief of staff] Jim
Baker will huild a fire under the
president and get him to show the
kind of leadership he's capable of.

“We've all been looking . . . and
anxiously waiting.”

- [ ]

Campaign short takes: :

®Some top New York Republi-
cans were ready to join a move-
ment here to drait Housing and

Jack Kemp to replace Vice Presi-
dent Dan Quayle as Bush's running
mate — if such an effort had
chance of success. -

But right now, nobody thinks
that's going to happen. -

lcal operatives here are bitterly

e TN LS

disagter," sald oné of New Yark'a
best-known-. . Republican. war
horses, who 18 strongly committed
to Buah’s re-election: - -5l &

gates are singing Powers" praises
for dellvering them from the unbe-
llevably run-down-“hell hotel” at
which they stayed In New Orleans
four yearsago. -
This time, the New York delega-
tion is in one of the finest hotels at
the convention, the Hyatt Regency.
|

In other New York political news:

Urban' Development Secretary. -

- ~ -

B Seasoned New York GOP polit- ---begin

complaining about what they sée -
as incompetence- and confusion..
among Bush's national- campalgn. ZsDemocrat.’ - 5z

operatives.” "~ , o WS ‘County
. “T've never seen.it this bad —I';
think. November is golng to be a;

. political

ECity Comptroller and badly
trailing U.S. Senate candidate
Elizabeth Holtzman has come
under attack from state Demo-
cratic Chairman John Marino for

_trying to link rival Geraldine Fer-
raro to the Mafia.

Holtzman, in a Friday statement,
claimed Ferraro once represented
Lawrence Latona, “an original in-
corporator of the Ravenite Sccial
Club,” long notoricus as & Malfia.
hangout.

“Do I feel good about what Holtz-
man is doing? Absolutely not," said
Marino, a top aide to Gov. Cuomo.

“Her campaign is short of money,
but if this is the best they can do in
%&; t':'ampa.ign, they're not going to

Ironically, Holtzman's blast
came just a day after Republican
incumbent US. Sen Alfonse
D'Amato also. sought to link Fer-
raro to a mob-connected convicted
labor racketeer.

Meanwhile, Democratic cam-
paign insiders say Attorney Gen-

- eral Robert Abrams, also In the
Senate race;:is hoping that Holtz-
man's ‘attacks on Ferraro will
- catch on-with vaoters in time for the
. Sept 15 primary. - . - - .
#Z#The hope-is that Holtzman will
1 siphoning off women voters,
“who are now solidly in Ferraro's
“.¢camp,” -because - .that  boosts
* Abrams,” said one top New York

froadeast-

-_;_-.;_:,{_7‘__,‘_- T
B SEL a2y ey

- Iig executive and longtime Cuomo
~~pal -~ William

is throwing his
gupport — and a $1,000 contribution
— to former hero cop and now ex-

+» % con Marlo Biaggl, who is running

“'BYVirtually all New York dele - inthe Democratic primery seeking

to regain -his old Bronx congres-

slonalseat. .

" :(0’Bhaughnessy, a Republican
who "also -just gave $1,000 fo
 D’Amato's re-election effort, said
i there’sno contradiction

“":#Tm for Bush, Blaggl, D'Amato

and Cuomo,” said O'Shaughnessy,
a one-of-a-kind character in New
York politics.
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Republican platform:
- Staking out the right

HE PREAMBLE TO the Republican platform that will be

adopted in Houston tonight says.the 100-page document

“‘represents the views of mainstream Americans.” Well,
not quite every mainstreamer. Not, for example, 0,
who thinks the GOP should have omitted abortion as an issue.

In fact, the platform disagrees with George Bush. It advocates
a constitutional amendment outlawing ail abortions. The Presi-
dent would allow exceptions-in cases of rape or incest. |
Bush and his loygl'%ﬂy_will run on the platform any- |
way, of course. But the differentes point up a major political
development: Just when Démocrats have shucked many oid lib-
eral positions and movyed: Into.What they believé is the moder-
ate middle, GOP tonservatives have shifted their party further
to the right, arguing that that's where the voters are now. ..
Thus, the platform is for the “two-parent family,” unrestrict-
ed gun ownership, school prayer, the Pledge of Allegiance in
classrooms and a capital gaing tax cut It is against public
broadeasting, subsidies for, the-atts, ‘gay Tights, free ‘edndoms
and birth-control counséling.in schools. . =+ . . -
The election may turti on whether the Democrats can keep
the focus on-their social and, economic issues, or whether the

GOP can tum it mw‘a_memumg‘;&:fg@;@gpgm S .

It's possibié’ tha‘t’ﬂ:?(f&?’%&uld‘pmﬁi[ﬁép;hﬂe :
it's true that Americans 1 e their pocketbgokasthey are also
moved by Mo isstes o S B P e

But it's"also"possible. the:Republicans are painting them-

selves into a corner. A [ot of voters may agrée with the platform,
for example, that gays should be kept out.of the military and
women out of combat. But they may worry-more about health
coverage when they're sick. And whether the recession that
claimed their neighbors’ jobs will get theirs next



'! Behind Bush's Mixed Abortion Signals ;

B ByR. W.APPLE Jr.

Special to The New Yark Times
WASHINGTON, Aug. 14 — Richard
' M. Nixon's Attorney General, John N,
"y Mitchetl, had a pat answer for people
"bewildered by the Nixon Administra-
tion’s policies: "*Watch what we do, not

what we say.”

President Bush and his

i News :

. strategists seem to want it
Analysis  pon ways: they want

' some people to watch what

: they say and others to watch what they
| do. Becalmed in the polls, under attack
(for having shifted ground on taxes,
i they have heiped push through plat-
form language that goes well beyond
| even the President’s own strong anti-
i abortion position in an effort to insure
i the support of conservatives, while at
| the same time they have sent signals to
abortion-rights supporters intended to
j make them feel comfortable voting for
Mr. Bush.

Political  Reality
Troubling G.O.P.

Underlying all the maneuvering is a
political reality deeply troubling for the
Republicans. With the economy in low
gear, the Reagan Democrats are mav-
ing back toward their ancestral party;
the Republicans' only chance of hold-
ing them may lie in reviving the social
issues that attracted them in the first
place.

Coalition’s Fracturing Issue

But whereas racial guestions and the
cold war tended to solidify the new
Republican cealition assembled in the
1970°s and 1980°s, with the Reagan
Democrats at its center, abortion tends
te fracture it. This time the wedge
issue points the wrong way.

So first Vice President Dan Quayle,

l News Analysls

RS L

then Mr. Bush himself, have said in-
recent days that they would support a
daughter or a granddaughter who
elected to have an abortion after they
had urged her not to.

On Thursday, most striking of all,
Barbara Bush, who will move into a
more overtly partisan role next week
when she makes a featured speech at
the Republican convention in Houston,
described abortion as ‘“a personal deci-
sion" that should be omitted altogether
from party platforms. Mr. Bush's han-
dlers regard the First Lady as one of
their main campaign assets, and using
her to deliver a message on abortion
underlined the seriousness of the prob-
lem it presents for the Republicans.

Bush Backs Platform Stand

To complicate matters still further,
the President's spokesman, Marlin
Fitzwater, said today that Mr. Bush.
was thoroughly pleased with the work
of the platform committee, |

"‘Ic{e supporté; their position,” the|
spokesman said. ‘)Mis. Bush has her
own attitudes about this.

No one can prove it, but almost ajl
practicing politicians here see the con-
tradictions as a matter of carefully
calibrated electoral strategy.

“If just Quayle had said something,
you could look at it as an accident,”
said David Keene of the American Con- |
servative Union. “But with three com-
ments like that in succession, you know
it's a deliberate plan.”

In Los Angeles today, Gov. Bill Clin-
ton said, *'It appears that everyone on
the Republican ticket is moving to the
Democratic position on that issue,”
adding, “They're trying to have it both
ways."

For weeks White House strategists
have worried that the platform Mr.
Bush thought ke had to grant abortion
opponents, both as the price of their

Continued ont Page 6, Column'3

‘Behind Bushs Mixed Abortion Signals

Continued From Page |

support and to aveld charges that he
was as wishy-washy on abartion as the
conservatives say he Is on taxes, was
too inflexible for most of the country.
Many of the Président's closest advis-
ers are haunted by the warning of the
late Lee Atwater, Mr. Bush's 1988 cam-
paign manager, that there would be
trouble untess the Republicans erected
a tent big enough to accommodate all
views on abortion. But they have found
no effective way to heed his advice.

As approved by the drafting commit-
tee in Houston this week, the platform,
essentially identical to 1988's abertion
provision, declares that ‘‘the unborn
child has'a fundamental individual
right to life which cannot be infringed,"”
even in the circumstances in which the
President fayors allowing exceptions:
pregnancies resulting from rape or in-
cest.

“The platform calls for a constitution-
al amendment banning abortion, and
there is no doubt that the delegates,
» following the instructions issued by Mr.
Bush through his convention manag-
ers, will ratity it. But a Washington
Post-ABC News survey found that 55
percent of the 2,210 delegates opposed

I

Among Republican voters nation-
wide, New York Tlmes/CBS News polls
in June and’ July-found that only 19
grcem of Republican voters favor cut-

wing abortion, with 38 percent argu-
ing that it should be generally available
as it is now and 40 percent saying it
should continue to be available. but
under stricter limits. .

Democrats and independents, nu-
merous polls have shown, are even less
faverdble to an absolute ban than Re-
publicans. e oo -

Goldwater Is Critical

Extreme platform positions, like the
ones adopted by the Democrats at Mi-
ami Beach in 1872 and the Republicans
at San Francisco in 1964, have often led
to landslide defeats. Not so {for Ronald
Reagan, a master at running on right.
wing platforms that appealed to ‘the
ideologues in the party and winning the
backing of others by his personal
charm and broad goals for the nation.

- Whether Mr. Bush can do something
similar remains to be seen; he has less
pure political appeal than Mr. Reagan,
and many voters already see him as a
hypocrite because he went back on his
"read my lips" tax pledge.

other Republican candidates, he pre-
dicted, and leave the party.in “a sham-
bles.” .- ;

So far at least, Mr. Bush has not
succeeded in having it both ways. He
seems to have conviheed the hard-lin-
ers that he is still with them, but he has
failed to paper over the deep split with-
in the party. ,

Ralph Reed, the executive director of
the Christian Coalition, the political
arm of the Rev. Pat Robertson's broad-
casting interests, said in Houston that
Mr. Bush, not Mrs. Bush, made palicy
and that polic); nol words, Is what
matters. He added: "The President
wants this plank, he got this plank, and
he's going to keep this plank. The other
side was defeated, vanquished. It's
ov:;'." Bugh t' t, sald Nancy

rg. Bugh's statemen
Stéﬁﬁﬂ.‘#’executive director of the
National Republican Coalition for
Choice, means party leadets “have al-
ready read the signals that Republican
women will not pult the lever for
George Bush in November.”

She and other abortion-rights.lead-
ers have vowed to take the fight to the
floar of the convention next week. But
the White House is putting the pressure

Barry Goldwater, who suifered the: on elected leaders, including Gov. Pete

conseguences of the 1564 Republican
piatform, said the other day that Mr.
Bush was *‘wrong as wrong can be" to

Wilson of California, and it may be able
to block a nationally televised debate

— a debate that would dramatize Re-|

sucn a consutuuonal ban wnile oniy 28| back a rigid patiorm plank on ater-. pupiican disunity a menth after thel
tion. It would sink the President and | Democratic unity-fest in New York. |

| percent of them supported the idea.



By SUSAN MILLIGAN

News Washingion Bureau

abortion but wouid support
her even if she had the opera-
tion. Marilyn Quayle de-

WASHINGTON — Vicei“glared” her daughter would

President Quayle yesterday -

said that despite spirited op-
position within the ranks
“the Repubhcan Party plat-
form is going to remam pro-
life.”

Quayle said, however, that.
the GOP hierarchy does not
intend to exclude pro-cho:ce
Republicans agitating to.:
strike or water down the
staunchly anti-abortion plat- o4
form plank supported by
President Bush.

The platform will be adopt-:.
. ed at next:week's Houston

convention.: . ..
Quayle's: eomments, ,'ma(

“take the child to term.”
Yesterday, without elabo-
rating, the Quayles said they
were now of one mind.
Pro-choice Democratic
nominee Bm Clinton, cam:
paigning -ifi - -California, said
GOP platform- writers should
+}igten to* Barbara
. “% don’t know w er (the
Bushes ‘and Quayles) are just
pelled to. say.. what they
really believe or if they’ re
trying to have 1t both ways,”
"Clinton added:

[EENEIE T, P e ‘.* JEetL .

Plot suspected
?mho:w acfwcates sus-

in a “CBS.This Morning™ in- % weet. ‘the’ ambiguous “com-

tennew, came 8- _day afte

Marlin ° Fitzwatersy

said:Bush was not’ unhappyv

With'lils wife's.comments.: .,

ush’'is a won!
~-and hasx
views,” Fltzwater sau:l.

Other opmions .
‘The First Famil{'s:

ence. of:opinion - reeale&:a

P
5 “ments-are all-a-plot; aimed at
sai._ ; clehfsmz the:;

- debate
T ite issue nHoizston.
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~White - House; /spokeSmﬁl;_%.ﬁy says; he's ﬂle one who

coums Woaltas
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ISR 7 i ByE. J. Dionne Jz. . - Sk
1;.;; - i Washington Post Staff Writer o L
% HOUSTON, Aug. 14—Republicans have been

trying to say very different things this week to
very different constituencies, especially ‘on the ..
divisive social issues such ag'abortion. Their effort
Has enjoyed success, but it has also angered activ-
{éts at both ends of the party spectrum. | !
+ The mixed. messages may someti:_na\. seem~
Jpontaneous, but they reflect’ President::Bush’s

‘ :".: ) ‘:’
FAT

' said in an inter-
view with news magazines fhat she did not think
NEWS : abortion belonged in thé Republican
ANALYSIS | EartY. platform, This was made pub-

rp—rd lic: after her husband’s lieutenants
had done-all they could to make sure the issue was
u} g[illﬁ‘pla‘tf‘o_rql in‘an uncompromising antiabortion-
planik. S -

o Suhllarly"," the presidenh_"}!was moderate jn an-:

how. he would react to a granddaughter’s choice

ﬁfefort to reassemble the complicated coalition he _-gwering-a hypothetical question- Tuesday about

peds to win reelection this fall, Bush needs. the
me strong support he won from evangelical and
damentalist Christians in 1988. At the same-
fii¢, he also must get a large share of the votes
ast.by well-off suburbanites who tend to be mod-

to have an abortion. It would be her decision, the
president said, ‘even as’the platform drafters
were:, supporting. a_constitutional amendment
that would ban abortion. '

thesse a

I
TR B
F#1¢ I fidn’t know any better, I would assume the
platform was written by the religious right,” Mar-
tin Mawyer, president the Christian Action Net-
work, said in a statement issued this week. That is
not a line that plays well with the moderates, so
the Bush forces have sent them a whole set of sig-
nals that flatly conflict with the platform.

If all this seems like cynical politics, that is
how it strikes at least some Republicans here.

“It's'very duplicitous out there,” said Richard
Rosenbaum, the Republican national committee-
man from New York and a longtime leader of the
party's moderate wing. “The Bush campaign is
starting to suffer an identity crisis. . . . We're
getting mixed messages.”
See REPUBLICANS, A10, Col. £
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Republicans Jendaing HYixea Yiessages

Tn Bid to Reconstitute 88 Coalition

REPUBLICANS. From Al

Ann Stone, chair of Republicans
¢ Choice. said at a news confer-
:nce today that a resoiution ap-
sroved here declaring a diversity of
iews in the party was “pathetic”
.nd added: “George Bush has been
sut in a straitjacket by an extreme
aortion of the party and Barbara is
.1 the back saying, ‘Let him out, let
um out.’ ”

Some on the right were willing to
live with the ambiguity, given their
triumph in the platform and Bush’s
repeated use of his veto power on
Sehalf of abortion foes.

“You've got a platform that em-
braces the views of a particular
wing of the party and there are a lot
of constituencies in the party that
are not particularly happy about it.”
said Ralph Reed, executive director
of the Christian Coalition, religious
roadcaster Pat Robertson’s polit-
ical arm. “So they’re throwing a
rhetorical bone to the moderates.”

Reed acknowledged that the
mixed signals might trouble some of
his followers. “A lot of our people
picked up the paper today and were
ticked,” he said, referring to Bar-
hara Bush’s statement.

But from the other end of the
spectrum, he agreed with Stone’s
assessment of the unimportance of
the platform committee’s resolution
on diversity. “The resolution means
nothing,” he said. “It's dropping a
pin in the middle of a political cy-
clone.”

Mawyer of the Christian Action
Network was less tolerant of any
wavering. “T i ady’s re-
marks are highly offensive,” he said.
“If abortion and homosexual issues
do not belong in. the Republican
Party platform, then the religious
right does not belong in the Repub-
lican Party.”

“I suspect that Mg Bugh's state-

ment was engineered by the mod-

GOP committeeman Richard Rosenbaum of New York, a leader of moderate

Republicans, holds a platform “niank”

erate to liberal elements of the Re-
publican Party,” he said, according
to Reuters news service.

The abortion and social issues
were not the only areas where the
Bush campaign has been sending
mixed messages. Tactically, the
Bush campaign has issued stinging

“They’re throwing a
rhetorical bone to

the moderates.”
—Ralph Reed of the Christian Coalition

statements about Democratic pres-
idential nominee Bill Clinton and his
wife, Hillary, and then tried various
ways to suggest it did not quite
mean to do what the campaign did,
but only after the statements were
in circulation.

For example, top Bush campaign
official Mary Matalin quoted a Clin-
ton campaign aide referring to

|

Tuesday at a Houston news conference.

“bhimbo eruptions.” The president
first said that this part of Matalin's
statement was inappropriate, but
then warmly endorsed Matalin’s
efforts to raise doubts about Clin-
ton.

Charles Black, a key Bush adviser
here, explained that the president
was pleased with all that Matalin
had done except for one part of the
statement “that crossed the line,”
meaning the reference to Arkansas
Gov. Clinton’s personal life.

The most extreme case of mixed
messages came in response t0 Re-
publican National Committee Chair-
man Richard N. Bond’s attacks on
Hillary Clinton. Among other
things, Bond cited her past writings
and claimed she had compared mar-
riage to slavery.

In an interview published today,
the president defended Bond. “I'm
not going to back away from that at
all,” he said.

But in a separate interview, also
published today, the Eirst Lady said
she did not think Bond’s attack on
Hillary Clinton was right.

Black said he could not explain
the difference in view, because he
was not privy to conversations be-
teeen the president and Mrs. Bush.
But he defended the idea that the
Bush campaign would have to send
“different messages to different
constituencies” if it wanted to win.
Still, he insisted that the campaign
was not contradicting itself, but
simply using “different issues” to
appeal to different groups.

“I do not claim credit for perfect-
ly orchestrating all these things,”
Black added.

Jim Cicconi. a Washington lawver
who was the Bush camgargn’s poial
man in drafting the piatform. &.30
insisted that Bush was not senaing a
mixed message.

[
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“he
consensus
is for
arivacy—
letting
candidates
and women
do what
they want
with their
nodies

MEDIA

sex, Abortio

and Hvpocrisy

t's as 1T a countrv iong obsessed with sex suadentyv
has a neaaache. A revorter asks the president 1n
the Uval Office ir he'd ever haa an amair: the First
Laay refers to a “fling ' on the part of the
Democratic nommee. Zzzzzzz . . . Not tonight,
Zoney. Stories that once sent a 715son of exclte
ment through the body pontic have become mission-
arv-gtyle dull. Even disgust with the
ZrYIDg Dress hasn 't reatly caugnt
Zre this ime. though it’s not for
.ick of trying by the Republicans. 7
“'oters care about private amairs. ail
TZ0L. LR8I olen Brivate amaire. Like
wnether they nave a job or can get an
ABOrTion.

+his vear s unmistakanle consensus is
“or privacv—io let both candidates and
wormen do largeiy what they want with
sheir bodies. A Newswegg Poll shows &5
percent think the press shouid drop the
=ntire inndelity question ana that it's
":0T & serious issue —ior either

ERCLUSIVE b dapith bt wiormr

=DAILYaNFWS |

SEX.

 Shiger saye Clinton todd bar ts degy
+ i - b xays it's vet tree o )

lowers). the Democrats successtully convevea the e
3L Lhewr man was Dellg savaged and Uenrge blsn wr
ISTIING OTF eAsV. [ 1€ ArTUDSnT worKe:n. Lost wees
,‘.lil'l-}' TEROTTers ran wiill iSe Nimsy orv 0 blsn 2
zilegea Swiss Lrvst 1n oraer T | izvel [ne piaving neld.
T.e exDICIT 3TIACKS O L.IZION £ MOrals oV buan
surrozates litke Reo. bob Dornan ana Marv alataun
Zave tNem anothner excuse [OT the SIorv. Limpalgnins
‘n amiiv vatues s just QsKing Ior Iroudle. . Ier a;.
ZE0Dle in g1ass N0USes SNOUIAN 't Sena IAXes. nut
zontrary to GOP accounts. tze Democrats aian't mtan:
“he gex storv. [hev just fertiiized the soul that stiowec
11 10 gTow.

rinaily it's the GOP's turn to guiitirip the oress,
Baker. the aii-time champlon media manmutator. =
already using nis comnsideranie coarm [o convince
reporters that thev ve been unrair to tne presieent. .
' srove nim wrong, many wiii be temote
0 WTILe MICer stories. Actuaily. [fiere
nasn T been an unfair numper o1
1egalive stories on Bush. tne
pseuaoscientinc studies ov mea:a
anaiyst Robert Lichter ana otners
notwithstanding. Turnmg his
blunaering poiitical campaiem 1nz0 a
“positive” storv—now. tnat woula
te biased.

3ashing strategy: Quavie and some
dvspentic Bush operatives have taken w
charging that the press is not oniv steaz:
burin Clinton s pocket. This retects now

canaidate. The pro-choice position is now
overwnelmingiy supported even by

The anti-Clinton barrage

Repuniicans have historicaily aitfferea
‘rom Democrats aver the issue ot press-
hashing. Democrats. who are more

delegates to the GOP convention. And so
it was hardly a coincidence that an
opportunistic poiitical animai named
Barbara Bush chose last week not only
to souna off about sleaze-mongering bug
to express her pro-choice opinions
publicly for the first time ever. It

was as if she had winked: just-kidding.
Forget my husband’s litmus tests and
platform promises. He's reaily the same
old George—the one they used to call
“Rubbers” in the 1960s for supporting
family planning.

7

NEW, YORKIPOSTS
” = e

culturaily at ease with reporters. beiieve
that atzacking the press wiil only cause
resentment and more bad stories.
Republicans prefer a good caprbad cop
approach: in this case, Baker strokes 'en
and Quavle chokes ‘em. The bashing
strategy, which extends back at ieast t.
the 1964 GOP convention (where
delegates boced reporters) both
energizes the party’s media-leathing
base and increases the pressure on
conservative newspaper publishers to
make their own journalistg feel guiity.

S

The president’s cynical caleulation is
that the advantages of sofiening his
stand on abortion outweigh the
disadvantages of being exposed as a
hypocrite. The result is a peculiar political inversion:
Bill Clinton and Al Gore say they oppose abortion
personally, but accept the right of others to choose:
George Bush and Dan Quayle say they accept abortion
personally—when it applies to their families—but
oppose the right of others to choose. Even though the
latter argument is logically preposterous, the press is
unlikely to drive home that point. because it would be
seen as piling on Bush. who is now poised for some
positive treatment. Why's that? One word: guilt. It's
critical to understanding the rhythms of media
coverage,

During the spring, for instance. when Clinton spent
weeks on the press rack \and not jusi over Gennifer

BY JONATHAN ALTER

28 NEWSWEEK:ALGUST 24, 1992

The ‘leveled playing field’

Given last spring's barrage or thinly
sourced anti-Clinton stories rfrom
Arkansas, it will be hard for the Bush
campaign to argue convincingiy that
Clinton has had a free ride. But the Democraric
nominee will start taking more hits soon. if for no other
reason than that the press. arter'a month of peddling
the same analysis. needs a new story line to keep iife
interesting.

it’s always possible that fresh adultery charges cour i
] that bill. But the story wouid have to he especially
kinky or current. Old infideiities may be going the way
of diverce as a significant force in American politics. if
Clinton wins, the issue is dead. If Bush comes back. it
#iil be for reasons other than a monogamous sex life.
That means that next time around, sex may stiil seii,
but it won't loom over the process. determining
which campaigns prosper or perish. Then. more
relevant “character” issues may get their day.

With any luck, hypocrisy wiil be the adulterv

+ of the "90s.
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‘There’s
avidence

that
there’s

with me.
- But I'm

going to
turn that
around.

- frustration |

26 NEWSWEEK:

INTERVIEW

A Jonversation
With the ?resuient

As he prepared for the Republican
conventlon. President George Bush
met with NEWSWEEK 'S Ann McDan-
iei and Tom DeFrank to discuss what
ne has called a "screwy” campaign
vear, Sitting behind the desk in the
Uval Office. he gulped down grape-
iruit juice and occasionaily giancea
at a laminated card his starf had
made listing the accompiishments or
his rirst term. Excerpts:

NEWSWEEK: Mr. President. at least
for the moment voters seem to have
turned on you. Do yeu think that's sa.
and if so, why?

They re iikely to learn apourt our
accompiishments. And [ think
:nev're iikelv to learn about what [

want to do in the next four years (o
»uild on these accompiishmenss: the
H'npnasm being on eaucation.theem-
shasis being on deing better to make
-hese nelghborhoods safer. winning
-heanticrime battle. pointing out the
progresswe ve mace. incidentally,on
drugs. We've gone further on that. [
sut health care up there as impor-
tant. And [ don't think peopie realize
e have a health-care pian.

You told NBC that if your grand-

i . . ICK BOWMER-=AP
Battle lines: Pro-choice activists prepare for confrontations in Houston

~ BUSH: Noquestion ofit. And [ think
it's the economy.

They’re not frustrated with you,
they're frustrated with the economy?

I'think there's a fair amount of avi-
dence that there's frustration with
me. ButI'mgoingtowurn that around.

Yhat are the voters likely to learn
ahout you in the next three months
that they haven't learned in the past
12 years?

AUGUST 24,1982

daughter chose to have anahortion, you
wouid love ber and . . .
I would love her.

Pro-choice activists would say that
they aren't pro-abortion, they're not
encouraging peopie to have abottions.
They simply want women to have the
right to make the final choice.

Well. ['ve heard them say that, but
I don't see them demonstrating
against the 1,500.000 abortionsevery
vear.1don'tsee them ranting against

rhat. I don't see them standing up tor
parental nouicaton. wnien I tnink
b vital. So [ would argue 1 pro-Cnnce
“eaple ale saving tnal tnev are not

sro-aporuon. [hey are.

If they worked haraer to reauce the
number of abortions. nut supported
your granadaughter’s right to choose.
wouldn 1 they be saying exactiy the
same thmg you're saying?

Well. it's too hypotnenicai. [ mean.
ifthevsupportit.['m notsaying my
sranddaughter hasarighttecnoose.
I'msavingifshe makesthechoice.l'm
soingtolove herand heipheranacare
for herana hold her ciose to my neart.
That'swhat ['msaying. Thev retry-
ingroaistort that to make mv—my
posmon 1sweil known on abortion. [t
hasn tehanged. But you asked me
aboutafamily member whohadto
faceaprovtemorthat kind.

Peaple respect your willingness to
support adaughter oragranadaughter
whohad an abortion. your toteranceifa
friend or familymember told you they
were gay. And yet the Republican piat-
form opposes abortion and gay rights.
Is'titunderstandabie that peaple
would be confused about what you hon-
estlybelieve?

Ifmy daughter committed acrime
wasinvolved in a robberv—I used thi
example vesterday—I would support
her.Thatdoesn't meanl dcondone
hercommitting thatcrime of rob-
bery.Ithinkthere squite a distinc-
tion there. I mean,yousee—ldon't
see thisdisconnect.

Doyouthinkyouandyour staffunder-
estimated Bill Glinton?

No.lsee himasaformidable
opponent.

It sounds fike you're reconciled toa
fairly tough and mayhe even mean, bit-
terfall campaign.

Idon'tthink it hastobe particular
ly mean.butl'lbedarned if 'm goin
tositback and dowhatI've beendoin
forthe lastsix months.

Yauare the perennial aptimist, but
have you contemplated the possibility
that you just might lose?

No. Somebody else asked me that
and I literaily havenot. Maybeit's
justmy chemistry;Idon't think that
way. Idon'tdothatinsportsandl
don'tdothatinreallife,and Idamn
suredon tdoitin politics, [ just neve
functioned that way. And.certainly
voudoen'tdoitbeforethe gamestarts
and thisone hasn'tstarted. Thisone
hasnotbegun.

[onT
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‘Abortion is a
Personal Ghoice’

LARRY DOWNING—NEWSWEEK

At odds with the Republican platform: The First Lady in Kennebunkport

Iz an inverview with NEWSWEER
and two other news magazines, Bar-
bara Bush was quick to angrily de-
tend her husband against press ac-
counts of marital infidelicy:

NEWSWEEK: Character has been
made an issue in this race. Is this a
reasanahle line of inquiry?

MRS. BUSH: Character's an issue if

wou're talking about cheating, lying,

deceiving, maybe not keeping vows—
I don't know. those are important
things. But you don’t come out when
there’'s no proof and you don’t smear
zood men and good women when
there's no proof. That's just ugiy, and
ir's notall the news that's fit to print.

Gan you tell us ahout what the presi-
dent's relationship with Jennifer Fitz-
cgrald was—empiayer-employee?

Exactiy. And she’s a good friend of
mine. [ mean. it’s so ugiy, the whole
~king. And it's been very deceitful
and harmful and ugly. I haven't seen
Jennifer because she's out of the
country, but my heart goesout to her.
This is just mean.

“Yell. Governor Glinton initially talked
ahout a zone of privacy. Does that make
sense. that there are just certain things
that candidates should not get-into?

No. I think if you're a public serv-
ant, you're pretty much open toscru-
riny. But that is not to say you should
repeat lies.

Your hushand said he would support
a granddaughter who chose to have an
ahaortion even though he wouldn’t like it.
iDo] you feel the same way?

Oh. absolutely. You know, for us.
family means sticking with your
famiiy—and friends, [ might add—
through thick and thin. It’s very im-
portant. And, of course, we would. I
mean, there would be no question
about that.

Isn’t that the same as saying that you
respect in your family and friends their
right to make the decision in the end,
that you have personal views about
abortion, they're very strong and that
you hoid them dear to you. but, in fact,
you do respect your family. ..

If my chniid broke a law. which this
would not be breaking, butif my child
broke a [aw. that doesn't mean [ con-
done it. But I would certainly put my
armsaround her and hug herand love
her and care for her. And [ believe
George said he woulid counsei the
child, But. you know, vou can't pina
child down and sav you can't have an
abortion: that's against the iaw.

3ut that's essentially what Mariiyn
luayle said she would do,

“Well. sne aoces 1t aiferentiv: inat s
i1, [ mean, that 1s wnat s blg acour

ur nartv. Youcan tdothat.idont

‘=mink you can—outican tsavioa?i-
~aar-old or 18-vear-oud child. "rou —
T mean. that aoesn [ WorK that wav,
.t's against the law.

3ut the party itself wouid have it
that way.

*Vell. not me. { think vou support
wour famiiv over everytning. I mean,
vou con't alwavs like—I mignt aad.
it's a two-way street in our ramiiy.
Thev support us. Thevre very good
about that. Qur friends have sup-
sorted us. Thev may net aiwavs like
what we do. put they ve teen Lhere.
That's what the family is: it's
being there.

Sodoyou think the (Republicanj plat- -

form is wrong {on the abortion issue]?
No.I'm saving. ..

Because you seem to be stepging
out here.
No. [ haven't seen the platform.

You've never been this outspoken.

I'm not being outspoken on pro or
con abortion. I'm saying abortion
should not be in there, either pro or
con. ] mean, I have friends who are
pro-Bush. prochoice. [ have friends
that are pro-life. pro-Bush. That's
right. ] mean, that's the way itshould
be, I think. ..

And fine vou re prochoice. [ un-
derstand that. And great you re pro-
iife. I understand that, too. And 1
know that you can argue yourseif
blue in the face and you're not going
to change each other's mind. Andit's
a waste of your time and my time to
try to change minds. Peopie feel very
strongly both ways.

Saissues of abortion or homosexual~
Ity, those kinds of issues are issues of
persanal preference...

Indeed they are.

. .. are issues that a family should
decide and a government doesn't,

... I think that's—it’s a personal
choice is what ['m saying, personai
thing. The personal thing should be

. ‘ haven’t
seen Jen-

- nifer, she’s

out of the

country.

' But my

| heart goes

| out to her.

| Thisis

| just mean.

left out of. in my opinion. out of plat- .

forms at conventions.

Are you pro-choice?

That's none of your business. But
when I run for omiice. ['l! tell you drst
thing. But do I agree with my hus-
band? Yes.
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Rowland Evans and Robert Novak

Barbara and the Right

HOUSTON—At the Friday morn- -

ing meeting of President Bush's con-
vention staff, senjor political -adviser
Charlie Black expressed relief . that
Barbara Bush had chosen to come cut
of the closet as pro-choice on abortian
only after the most conservative Re-
publican . platform ever had been
locked up.

Antiabortion activists suspect that

the Firgt ?ﬂy publicly espoused.the .
position of abortion-rights “Republi-
cans—that the GOP platform ignore
the issue—in order to.calm the par-
ty’s angry pro-cheicers. Whether or
not it was Mrs., Bush's goal, her
outburst came as a shock to her
husband’s political counselors. Black
was blindsided Thursday night when a
television interviewer asked him
about her statement.

erﬁgm'e.mrrelmnttothemtemalj, -
5 comeback

dynamics of the president’
attempt and the future of the GOP.

are not.going to lurch

Republicans
leftward to the middie becaiise Bill
Clinton and Al Gore pamt themselvea
as centrista,

There is rio ideological warfare be-
tween the campaign and the Republi-
can right, because the president's
team has chosen not to fight such a
self-defeating struggle. The return to
the White House of James A. Baker
1, once abhorred by conservatives as
the high priest -of pragmatiam, was

welcomed by the right, because he

would bring order and discipline. to

parties in the dispute to back the
ticket.

What, then, ms_'m Bugh, up
to? “This is her last campaign,” one of
her husband's aides told us, “and [
think she wants to have her say about
what should be said.” Actually, she is
reported by campaign insiders to be
far more upset about Republican Na-
tional Chairman Rich Bond's attack on
Hillary Clinton than about the plat-
form’s abortion clause, She delivered
a scorching Washington-to-Houston

. telephone rebuke to Bond, whom she

has known since his early twenties.

But if the president is to be. re-
elected, his campaign cannot possibly
please old-fashioned Republicans of

. the first lady’s social class and gener-

ation. The arbiter of how moderates
Bush and Baker will seek to retain
power will not be Mes, Bugh but that
remarkable platform. ~

*- This document was not sneaked in at
the last minute by a right-wing cabal,

-On the contrary, it has been in prepa--

ration for months under the direction
of somebody from the heart of the
Bush administration official family: Wil-
liam Gribbin, Vice President Dan
Quayle’s legislative aide, who has been
involved in drafting increasingly con-
servative platforms gtarting in 1980,
Beyond its abortion language.
scaroely a page of the 1992 edition

even a “structure” te stop illegal Mexi-
can immigration. “George Bush-won ail
the primaries, but Pat Buchanan could
have claimed that he won the plat-
form,” a Bush platform aide told us.

But from Bush's high command
comes not one hostile word. His.cam-
paign aides, many personally
pro-choice and generally moderate, are
delighted, They believe that only an
aggressively rightist tone can mohbilize
the conservative base and prod Clin-
ton-Gore into attacks on them that
undermine the Democratic ticket's
centrist pretensmns.

Whether Bush wins or not, the Re-
puhhcan future points te the right, While
it is fashionable to say nobody reads
platforms, the document will mot go
away. “Looking toward 1996," platform-

drafter Gribbin told us, “t will sit on the

tummy of the Republican Party kke an

* umdigested meal” It surely will outlast

Barbara Bush's sentiments,
©.1992, Creators Syndicste Inc.
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o3 TUE REPUBLICAN Meueral Conven-

_3_ tion gets underway there is a peculiar
.~ A etfort being ruade to separate President
“ush from the more controversiai ana potentially
vostiy part of his nandiwork of the past four years.
‘ife are not thinking so much of the I-was-a-neipiess-
setim-of-Congress line of argument as the attempt
10 suggest that personally, somehow, the president
zither didn't know what “was going on or doésn't
.imsef feel too comicrtable with it or is mamnried toa .
{ifie woman who doesn't like some of it herseif one
“itle bit. The point is not whether any of this is true,
LQt rather wiy it shouid even matier it it is.

‘We are thinking of the abortion rights question.
ror reasons that elude us, last week saw a consid-
erable stir over whether the First Lady doesn’t
object to the harsh and uncompromising Republican
platform position on abortion, whether she mightn’t
secretly be pro-choice, whether her views on these
things and a few tangentially related matters aren’t
more aligned with those of the complaining moder-
ate Republicans than with those formaily adopted by
the party and by her hushand. The inference seems
to be here, just as it is in the case of Mr. Bush’s
unremarkable observation that he would continue to
jove and stand by a grandchild who had an abortion,
tHat the hinted at true feelings of the president and
s irs. Hush mmuzate in some respect the reality of
onal i€ 1as causea to be denen oitice 2nd what he
publicly professes his position to be.

But there is a kind of mispiaced and even pitiful .
régalism to all this, a sense that it should be
gratifying to the loyal subjects to know that those in
high places have a measure of sympathy for thejr
feelings—never mind how the public policy part that .
~ctually affects them comes out, This is the same
approach that asks us to be:maved by the assertion-

i and Choice

that a politician doesn't approve of what is being
done by his agents and in his behalf. Who cares? The
reality is the reality, and the reality on the abortion
issue, the record that exists, is unambiguous. The
president, declaring an impassioned and profound
antiabortion conviction, has lost no opportunity dur-
ing the past four years to seek further ways to close
off the avenue of choice to American womer. Wheth-
er to prove his commitment to the right or-because
he i fact is ‘sincere, he has behaved like 2 zeaiot on
the issue. He allowed his administration to give
practically nothing to relieve the harsh effects of the
Rust decision, which inhibited the freedom of medi-
cal personnel to discuss abortion with patients. He
went out of his way—far out of his way—to prevent
the District of Columbia from using locally raised
taxes to pay for abortions of any kind or for any
reason for indigent women, On this issue, at least,
his position and his will to enforce it have been clear.

Whatever little hints and winks and whispers are
being conveyed in the Bush family’s name on-the
abortion choice question—it is even being asserted
that it is reaily open-minded and generous of the
president to “let” a pro-choice person such as Labor
Secretary Lynn Martin nominate him!—the people
who are opposed to his view and his record on
abortion cannot possibly be satisfied with them. It
means nothing that in and around the White House
there are confidants and subordinates of George
Bush who are. sorry or disappointed or ambivalent
themselves concerning what he has helped to bring
about in the past four years and what he could be
counted on to pursue in a second term. It insults
their own seriousness and sincerity to suggest
otherwise or to play around with their feelings. On
this issue the record of the past four years could
hardly be clearer,
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o ._hoice, or Yoice

" it colitical sense does it make for the Re- wvoice anti-abortion sentiments at their convention.

aniican ~ational Convention in Houston to accept, Their behavior was, at ieast, marked by consis-
'3 1t will in a few hours, such a merciless platform tency of opinion; they stand clearly for choice.
osition on abortion? President Bush and the Republican leaders. howev-
-oiwithstanding a little last-minute bow to er, are lunging in several directions at once.
cutrary views. the platform replays the G.0.P.’s The President, who favors a constitutional

‘ursh past positions. For instance, ‘‘We believe the  amendment to ban abortion, wouid, as a grandfa-
' n:orn child has a fundamental individual right ta / ther, support a granddaughter who chose to have
. which caimnot be infringed.” In other words, %ne. One day, Barbara Bush says abortion is “a
:r2’s a choice between saving the fetus or the ersonal thing’’ that should be ieft out of platforms
rher, the mother must die. and conventions. The next day, her husband shops
~lot many Americans oppose abortion to that. shamelessly for the support of the Right to Life
‘eme exient. Among delegates to the Democrat-  Party’s 26,000 members in New York,
~onvention, only 3 percent do. Even among One likely reason for giving such respect to the

Republican delegates, according to a CBS News right is that Mr. Bush, popularity plummeting,

~oll. the figure is only 7 percent. Republicans gener- wants to protect his base. If he had agreed to

z‘il_y, like the public generally, could converge on reappraise old platform language, he might have

"his abortion policy; permit but discourage. uncorked a destructive explosion. Another possible

3o to repeat, what political sense does it make reason: his fear of being accused anew of turning
or the Republicans to ram through such a harsh into President Noodle, especially after wavering on

“osition on abortion? Still worse, what political  “no new taxes.”

-2Nse does it make to do so without even letting the - But even if the platform represents a principled

convention hear moderate, mainstream voices position, there’s no principled explanation for how

make their case? Today’s platform proceedings relentlessly the G.0.P. has buildozed dissent. Mod-
utfer the Republicans a last chance to demonstrate, erates despair over how the platform committee
vith the country watching, fairness, was stacked, When officials heard the subject was
choice, they kept Richard Rosenbaum, nationai
committeeman from New York, {rom meeting with

_ When it comes to free expression on abortion, reporters in the headquarters hotel.

“he Republicans have no patent on manipulation. Unless there's a sudden turnaround when reso-
e Democrats acted even more crudely in New luttons committees report today, what Americans
ork last month. They were so devoted to freedom  will see when they tune in to the Republicans is a

-f choice that they buried freedom of speech, refus- -party determined to ram ahead — determined to

ing to allow Gov. Robert Casey of Pennsylvania tc  bury choice, and voice.




A12 woN . .
1ONDAY. AUGUST 17, 1992 | WASHINGTON EDITION LOS ANGELES TIME
LOS ANGELES TIMES

B INTERVIEW |

When [abortion] hits home, [Bush and ~ Asaconservative and a believer in We don’t see ourselves as embarrassing
Quayle] show_thelr compassion and love . individual rights, Goldwater believes—I the President or damaging the election.
as fathers. .l wish they would extend that believe—the government has no place in We see it as a party-building effort. The

compassion to all American women. - - -'j;";;§ S this decision. party’s already divided on this issue.
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Can She Sell Pro-Choice: _
to the Repu bllcan Party"

BY JEFFERSON MORLEY

ary Dent Crisp is an unlikely hell raiser. A 68-year-old grandmother,
she wears pearls gold earrings and a red, white and blue suit. She
entered politics in Phoenix, 30 years ago, as a volunteer and supporter of
Barry M. Goldwater. She worked her way up through the ranks of the
party to become co-chair of the Republican National Committee from
1977 to 1980. Today, she is spokesperson for the National Republlcan«
Coalition for Choice. She and other advocates are pressing for debate on %
the issue on the floor of the Republican convention in Houston this week. The
prospect dismays leaders of President George Bush’s embattled reelection
campaign, but Crisp is unruffled. “The ball is in their court,” she says.

Crisp combines an air of sweet reason with the resolve of a political infighter.
She proudly recounts her years of service to the GOP—and her denunciation of
the party in 1980 for its abandonment of abortion rights and the equal rights
amendment. She is realistic enough to know that the odds will be against the
pro-choice forces in Houston but insists, “It would be a mistake not to go for it.”
Sometimes Crisp even sounds surprised by the ferocity of the struggle she is
caught up in. At a speaking appearance in Oklahoma last spring, Crisp had Lo
have securily guards posted around the auditorium to prevent disruption by
anli-abortion advocates. “Can you imagine?” Crisp says. “It wasn'lL very
pleasant.”

Crisp has a BA and an honorary degree from Oberlin College. She is divorced
and has three grown children. All around her apartment and office .near the
White House in Washington are signhs of her political education: a silver tea
service, a copy of Ralph Waldo Emerson’s “Self-Reliance” and a copy of Susan
Faludi's “Backlash.”
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westion: When was the Nutional Repub-

tican Coulition for Choice formed?

Aanswer: About three years ago, it was
firtned in the wake of Webster. All
.during the '80s, pro-choice Republicans
feltl Roe vs. Wade protected a woman’'s
con..titutional right to choose, so we didn’t
huve Lo worry. Bul after the Supreme
Cuurt’s Webster decision came down, thal
changed. Proflessional young men and
waimien came to me and said, “What can
we Jdo?" For the first time they felt the
thi.-at of losing a right they had.

Q: The staled intention of overturning
fioe vs. Wade was there all along. Did
pro choice Republicans wail too long?

A: There's no question about that. But 1
think a.vacumn was there. Pro-choice
Republicans or moderates—whatever
yai want lo call us--never seemed to
have the passion and the intensity. The
ri;, it -wingers knew what they wanted,
anid they knew how 1o organize . . . . So
in precinet afler precinct, state party
aftor stale party, they just [took over].

U: President Bush and Vice President
Quaple have now both seid they would
support women in their own Jamilies who
choase to have an ubortion. Ye! they also
suppart o constitutional amendment to ban
abertion i most circumstances. What do

you make of these statements?

A: I's a double standard and iU's
contradictory, When [the issue] hits home
in w personal way, they show ther
tonpassion, concern and love as fathers

! wish Lhey would extend Lhat
~mpassion to all American women . . . .
don’t think they understand what
ay're proposing for the rest of Ameri-
1 women. If you think about that, it's
ally rather tragie.

Hierson Morley is former Washington
« ror of the Nution and former associate
v htor of the New Republic,

Q: Would you say that choice is a family
wvalue jor the Bushes and the Quayles?

A: Bul what they've said shows choice
is a value they treasure and hold dear,
like the rest of us. I don’t know how they
reconcile or rationalize their position. Qr
if they do. You'll recall Marilyn' Quayle
said her daughter would carry that child
to term. She was asked who would decide.
She said thal they—the parents—would.
Thal's the kind of attitude that makes
teen-agers so afraid Lo talk to parents
about. aboriion, and it's what makes
parental consent laws so problematic.

Q: w will address the Re-
publican Convention. Is she pro-choice?

A: I never talked to her about it. But
from everyone who has talked to her
aboul this issue, people who have known

her for years, all say that she is very
definitely pro-choice.

Q: Did the White House decide to have
her speak becuuse of discontent amang
Republican women such as yourself?

A: I think they asked Wﬁ&;o
speak because she is so beloved and so

respected. But. . . for women like myself
it doesn't change anything. As long as you
have a party platform that is anti-choice,
litmus tests for judges and no federal
funding for poor women, whatever they
do in a shéwcase kind of way is still
unacceptable.

Q: What happened on the abortion issue
in the GOP platform committee meeting?

A: It was a stacked deck. They wenl
through the motions of giving our pro-
choice people a hearing. But even when
we offered an exception on rape and
incest—the President’s posilion—it was
rejected. It was prelty hearlless.

Q: Barry Goldwater has wrilten (o you
that the GOP * will go down in a shambles”
if it sticks to its anti-abortion position.
How did this come about?

. A: Barry called e aned sanl, Lot
can’t believe where this prarty 13 il
where Lhe President is on Uhis ssue ™

Q: Yet Burry Goldwater, in the 1ios,
woted the straight anti-abortion line.

A: 1 think that abortion wasn't the 1s51¢
thal it is today. Since then, a lot of people.
particularly the senalor. have thought
about the issue carcfully. Until recently. a
lot of members of Congréss haven’t had to
deal with the issue in a real way .. . .
What the senator said in his letler wus
touching. He said, "As long as men and
women have lived together on this carth
there nas been aboruioh” . .. AS
conservative and a believer in'individua!
rights, he believes—and 1 believe—that
the government has no place in this
decision. And the party has no business
having this position in its platform.

Q: Let me read you something Gevrge
Bush said in 1970, when he was running
for the Senate in Texas. The question 1was,
“Do you faver legalizing abortion?’ Bush's
answer was, " This is a complicated arca. |
do nat fuvor ¢ federal abortion lmo, I seems
to me that this is a matler for the individual
states to decide. I personaily feel that
women should have the [reedom lo chaose
or not choose abortion, and that it should
aheays be done by competent medical
pers_onnel."

A: Bravo. Isn't thaL amazing? (Laughs)

Q: Why has he changed his mind?

A: Political expediency, I think. le
would never have become the vice presi-
dential candidate with Reagan. | remem-
ber at thal convention, in 1980, when
George Bush came on at like 12 or 12:30,
something like that, in the morning, and
he looked disheveled, like he'd heen
moving around his room restlessly. 1
remember vividly, he said he would
support the Republican platform 100%.
That was a sellout,

1 was hoping, like a 1ot of us, thal, come
1988, when he was clected Presudent, thal
he wouldn'L follow that legacy, thal he
could be his own person. After all, he was

to do that. I guess he felt so beholden 10
this hard-core right-wing—they dehiv-
ered the money and they delivered the
votes.

Q: What o you hope to wccmhplish tu
Houston?

President. Why not? But he didn’L choose.

Az o Nuave o vale gl The oot of U
romvention  Weve been askimg since
Jinuary Tor the party leadorship to allow
a volo—a debale and vote. Let the
delogates decide on this entical issue, The
President could maintan s conviclions
on the issiie, but reléase the delegates 1o
have an open debate and decide onvit. The
perception of the public would be so
different if the party was literally open.

G What happened in Salt Lake City?

A: Salt Lake City was the regionul
platform hearmg, which inehided  Lhe
issue of choice, And they chose Salt Lake
City, Utah— Uiah hus one of the harshest
and 1most restrietive anti-pbortion laws in
this country. They chose Memorial Day
weekend. There were four witnesses on
buth sides of the issue, and we each had
three minttes. So a total of aboul an hour,
for this powerful 1ssue, this central issue.
That's the only testimony that was grant-
ced anywhere.

Q: How do pou respod Lo the wrguement.
“Look Mury. the President has difficult
election, This is no time to be dividing the
Repudlican Party. We need to forus on
November, nel on our personal issues’™?

A: We don'l see ourselves as embarras-
sing the President or dumaging the clec-
tion. We see it as a party-building effort.
The party’s already divileéd on Lhis isstie.

Q: Hme are you going (o do it in
Houston? Uwder parliamentary procedure
you need to get o majority of sir delegutions
to suspend the reles. Cun you get @ majority
of siz delegations?

A: That's a possiality. 1 think we have
a good shot at thut. 1 think one of the
things that's going Lo be diflienltis. . . a
lal of the pro-choice delegates this tne
are going 1o be subjeet to silencing. It
would be better frem |the Bush com-
paign] standpoint 10 have no dissent, no
freedom of expression., Because we dizi-
gree on imossue they say thal we are
disioyal. A purty that's so closed, so alrid
of dissent is really im embarrassment.

Q: Couldn’t a debute over gbortion help
the President?

A: We think n can You're wlkmg to
the American puble, which is predonn-
nantly pro-chuice, the majority of Repuh:
licans are pro-cheice. These are the
voters oul there. What cames out of that
convention, the platform itself, the issiae

o T i el e b Stk
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the perceptmn or hab people mase el Lo
party Uhes windd say, UMy gush, 1
parly really is apea, the party 1 moviog -

1 was o Cultfornia duarey Ua
pritiaries, and 1 couldnn beheve e
numbers of man-ireain Republicans s,
said LHey were not going 10 pull the Jove,
for George Bush.

Q: You think the abortten ssiee o
choice issue, wweas o factor in that”

A: Vory defuimely. 1 was talling o
grotip outL i Arvama recently Therd's e
way they're going to vote for the Heypoie
licans, Its thewr lves 1U's .o fvasig
they can’teven Duaghne

Q: People have alled this the gear o) b
worman in American polities It seen.
many of the prorunenl wanien runminyg for
the Sendte aned House are Demotrats. W
do you think that 1:?

Ar. L, Ths s oanether area wheee 1
IRepublican Party really nusreads  h
undercurrent ripong through Amenii
women because of the Anita Hll-Cla
ence Thomas hearngs. U just isa’l cuos,
fined to Democeratie women. Repuatildicin
women Lruly resehted the way Amta [hill
was treated.

This issue, | Hhunk, we Torgel som
tmes. It transeends party lines, [Us Dot
Demacratic issue, a Republican ssi.
hberal or conscrvative. You're talkin
aboul a woman's fundamental right |
choose, sl we're talking about 1
desuny of American wornen- our taupl
ters, granddanghiers, future generation.

Q: {1 stems cloar that if Ureorge Be
wands o detatte 1o Houston, ot will appn
What waotdd you .y to hin to persaade by
ihat if's in hus interest (o have u debale?

A: 1 think [Bush) could be very pi
denoal of he'd ust say, "l gomy .
maintain my po, 1hon on this ssue, [ha
my own personal convietions, Bul lreen.
think maybe this s an issue the pis
should decride ™ It would he unpreceden.
ed, g 1t coertamty would shake up
Amenican publie and shake up the R
publican Party. 1 nught really polivean
be 1o his advantae.

We're talkuy nat only] abont 1.
presidennal election. We're talking aboul
congressional cleetions, senatorial che
nons, gubeenatirial cleetons and legisk
live slections ‘Phal’s where the part.
gong Lo suffer vl
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Maine business. During the presi-
dent’s trip last week to Kennebunk-
port. the absence of any serious
~recreating.” as George Bush would
say. at least as far as cameras could
detect. constituted a first. For the
first time since he took office. Bush
heeded his handlers’
advice and did
not allow him-
self to be pho-
tographed at
play. He has
finally been
convinced that
pictures of him
dashing about in
his boat. putting up a
storm on the golf course or reeling
in the big ones might have hurt his
image. So look for more coats and |
ties and fewer short sleeves up in
Maine — at least until the election.

No way! At least one group of
George Bush supporters doesn’t buy
the rumor that the president had an
extramarital affair: his grandchil-
dren. In an interview last week with
.5, News and two other newsmaga-
zines. Barbara Bush revealed that
her granddaughter, 15-year-old
Noelle Bush. laughed at the idea. "I
said. ‘“That’s sort of insulting to your
grandfather.” ” reported the first
lady. Noelle just kept laughing.
“Well.” said Mrs. Bush, “I guess he
looks ancient to her.”

Wordwatch. American Heritage Dic-
tionary’s first new edition in a dec-
ade reveals a lot about what people
are thinking. A majority of the
16,000 new words and meanings
come trom the world of medicine
and health. including “wellness”
(good physical and mental health).
~caffeinism” (a toxic condition . ..
caused by excessive ingestion of cof-
fee) and “immunocompromised”
tincapable of developing 4 normal
immune response)— no Surprise giv-
en America’s obsession with health
in the age of AIDS.

BY AMY BERNSTEIN ‘
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Jenny's mom: Bush-fryst
story unfrue because my
daughfer can’t stand men

By ERICA BROWNE

The mother of State Department official Jennifer Fitzgerald has
denied reports that her daughter had an affair with President Bush —
saying Jennifer was so affected by a failed marriage that having an

affair with anybody was unlikely:

“She had a very unhappy marriage, and she can't stand men,” Frances
of McLean,

Patteson-Enight, £8,
Va., is quoled as saying in this
week's People magarzine.

She recalls her daughter, now 59
and chief of protocol at the State
Department, ance confiding: “I've
been through so much I couldn't
have sex with anybody.”

Bush, meanwhile, reacting to re-
ports of the alleged affair, protests
in the latest Time magazine: “I
think private I.im should be off the
agenda.”

The president, however, concedes .

there are exceptions: “If you con-

duct yourself in such a way as to

cause diminution of this office ¢n &

. c.hamcterqueaﬂun.yes.tlmtslmuld
be fair game.”

Alm&Bmh-li‘hzgemldirystwas

desa'ihedm&manB.Tmnosnew

reparted last week. :
'Iheamtwaahaaedonalm
interview with ‘late Ambassador

jwmalisthusband..loe.thatheper—

sonally arranged for the then-vice
president-and Fitzgerald to spend*
the night alone in a Geneva coftage, -
and that the . situation: was =0
“heavy-handed” it made Fields un-
comfortable.

Theacemmtwasmmbnmtedhy
Trento coileague Jay Gourley, who .
told'IhePuatt.hat.Fleldarepea.ted
the remarks to him,

In its caurrent issue, Newsweek
casts doubt on the account of the
tryst, basing ity report on parts of a
taped 1988 interview Fields gave to
Gourley.

Newsweek quotes Fields telliing
Gourley, “T hope you will not delve
into [the alleged tryst] becatise ohvi-
cusly I shouldn't have mentioned it
to Joe,

“I'm sure the vice president
wouldn't say he had anything cther
than a working relationship with
Jemmnifer. And I can't confirm they

0. . . It was just old-maid gossip.”

Other quotes on that same tape,

mn manm
Had an unhappy marriage.

- _,,{;‘q-f-v--v TG L v e e
hawew.r

week's account — appear t0
confirm .the acemmt he ga.ve to
Trenta. AL 9

* At one po.lnt Field.s says “After
thinking - about ‘my conversation
wtth.’foe,ttwmh‘lhevu-ydamning
becaunse I would be literally one per-
son whoss “ward ‘would have to go

aga.lnat ‘the’ vice president ‘and

third person — who would obvi-

m:slydmit-—anditwonﬂdleadto
a donnybrook”

Pressed by Gourley to go.on the
record, Fiélds said he would do so
only it feit the vice president’s pri-
vate lfe somehow compromised
the “national security.”

Will the affair flap affect Bush's
re-election campaign? Not accord-
ing to a Newsweek poll, in which 85
percent of respondents said they
don't think the alleged affalt is a

-gerious Issue.

At least one member of the Bush
ca.mp. the president's granddaugh-
Noellg; 15, found the charges

When hriefed on the story by her
grandmother, she just said, "Come
on, Granny, That is so funny,” Bar

%aBush told U.S, News & WorId
mu‘: RIS ST N S N
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e Poiiticai interest/Michael kramer

Reading Between
The Lines

BUSHED. IN CONTENT IF NOT IN TONE. THAT SINGLE
word best describes the President’s performance during
his interview with TrvE last Wednesdav morning. As
the poils regulariv probe the magnitude of his problem,
the President demonstrated again that the problem is
he. Seated behind a bare desk in the Ovai Office, Bush
appeared tense and fTosty. A combative, feisty session
was telegraphed. but the President seemed intellecrual-
Iv spent. Especially during a high-stakes election cam-
paign. a politician on top of his game pursues his own
agenda. Old grudges are stowed. Interviews are per-
ceived as opportunities. A case is made as inconvenient
questions are ignored. Ask about marital infidelitv, for
example. and one expects to ’
hear “I'm glad vou asked
about adulterv. It reminds
me of my health-care propos-
als.” From Bush, though. it
was mostly familiar stuff: a
dose of Congress bashing and
alitany of old bromides, plati-
tudes and topic sentences de-
void of the specificity that un-
dergirds Bill Clinton's appeal.

I have known George
Bush for 15 vears. He is
smart and sharp, a quick
study. I have seen him dazzle
by sheer force of intellect.
But not last week. He spoke .
coherently, hut a close read ”
of his comments considered
alongside his record sug-
gests too little defense and
only a haifhearted offense. At the end of our session the
President invoked his mother's advice: “Do your best,
try your hardest.” Sadly—and inexplicably, since there
is much he can legitimately trumpet—for 40 minutes
Bush did neither.

The President explained his political misfortunes
with a two-word answer: “The économy."” Missing were
Bush'snow standard insistence that “we're poised foran
outstanding recovery” and his usual slam at the media
for focusing on “only bad news.” The diagnosis was hon-
est, but once again there was no prescription. “I think
you've got to look very carefully at where you go from
here,” said Bush. “I'll be making some proposals regard-
ing the economy that I'm not going to discuss now that |
think will take care of it.” The last time the President told
the nation to “stay tuned" was last fal, In the midst of
Pat Buchanan’s 6.0.p. primary challenge, Bush'’s aides
promised “new approaches” in his State of the Union
address. The country waited and then yawned, Little
new was offered. Another yawn this falj will send the
President to retirement. If he really has “new ap-
proaches” up his sleeve, they had better be comipelling.

b
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Explaining his woes with aterse answer, “the
economy,” Bush seemed Intellectually spent

With a glance at a note card. Bush hit the need to
vumpete globaily and once again identified education
and sate streets as requisites. But once again. no specii-
ics of note. In fact. a briet discussion of drug policy il-
lustrated the President’s casual attitude toward do-
mestic issues and the degree to which politics drives
policy. During the 1988 campaign, hardly a day passed
without Bush decrying the evils of drugs. He knew how
io end “this scourge,” he said repeated!y: he'd learned
“a lot” about the problem at the cta and as the head of
President Reagan’s drug-policy task force. What exact-
Iv he had learned he reiterated after oniy five days in
office: “The elimination oi drugs is going . . . 10 be suc-
cessful only if our education is successtul. The answer
to the problem lies more on solving the demand side of
the equation than it does on the supply side—on inter-
dictien or sealing the borders.”

But Bush’s spending priorities have told a differ-
ent tale. The polls said Americans favored get-tough
measures. and Bush has followed the poils. Funding
for the “war against drugs”
has doubled. but law en-
forcement has received
more than two-thirds of the
$12 billion spent so far. “In
the second term we ought to
[emphasize] the demand
side,” the President told
* TiMme—without a hint of em-
barrassment for having
--strayed from the course he
* knew to be right all along,
When the colloquy
3 turned to sex, Bush seemed
emphatic: A candidate’s pri-
vate life should be left unex-
plored--unless had behavior
3 is flaunted or the public

trust is betrayed, concepts

the President left teasingly

undefined. Good family val-
ues rule out infidelity, but Bush sensed a quagmire
(which is how one reads this President when he says,
“That’s a very good question™), Politicians can be “de-
stroyed” by inquiries into their private lives, he said
finally; the rummaging isn’t “worth the candle.” He
gave Bill Clinton a pass. agreeing that questions about
his opponent’s marriage should be avoided. He said he
would fire those on his staff who spoke of Clinton’s
private troubles. But since Barbara Bush did just that
the next day (Clinton “never denied having a fling, did
he?” she said), one wonders if the President must now
fire his wife.

- The government and the re-election campaign of
the man who heads it are under new management. As
de facto deputy President. Jim Baker can do much, but
only Bush can finally convince voters that “four more
years” will change their lives for the better. This
week’s Republican Convention will help; good shows
always do. But unless the President conveys new ener-
gy and contrives some new plans, he may as well take
the fall off and retool his old campaign slogan to read
“Ready on Day One to Be a Great £x-President.” |
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Should TV Be Carrying Rt
Reports of Carryings-On?

By WALTER GOODMAN

When President Bush appears with
David Brinkley on ABC tomorrow
morning, will he be further pravoked
by questions about a reported extra-
marital affair while he was Vice
President? Since a network spokes-
man offers assurances that no deal
has been struck, will Mr. Brinkley
voluntarily lay off? And if a rude
word is uttered, wiit Mr. Bush douse
this pooh-bah of ABC in the sort of
indignation that he has already
squirted on mere reporters like Mary
Tillotson of CNN and Stone Phillips of
NBC?

Mr. Bush’s*angry rebulfs, echoed
by Vice President Dan Quayle and
Barbara Bu§H, should bring a hearty
amen 1rom all the commentators who
have been predicting that the 1992
campaign would come to this, and
worse, even though no member of the
President’s official or personal fam-
ily took umbrage when Bill Clinton
was subjected to a more strenuous
going-over during the primaries.

Who, if anycne, is to blame here?
And for what?

Does some biame attach to the
network reporters who dared speak

The high and
mighty aren’t
untouchable in this
political season.

the words that were already on the
front page of The New York Post? 1
don't think so. Reporters respond to
news; that's the job. If a book is
published that says the President of

the United States had an affair, It is °

only natural for them to follow up on
it. The network coverage, brief and
matter of fact, was by every measure
more on the safe side of sensaticnal-
{sm than the coverage of. the Clinton-
Gennifer Flowers episode. X
The well-known self-censorship of
journalists regarding the carryings-
on of Presidents John F. Kennedy and
Dwight D. Eisenhower are not re-
assuring precedents.-Such solicitude
to a powerful figure makes one won-

der what other facts known within the
Beliway are not being passed alongto -

those on the cutside whom the report-
ers are supposed to serve.

.

If maturity prevailed, the lightly
supported account of foolings-around
by Mr. Bush, like reports of Mr. Clin-
ton's relations with another woman
or other women, or Gary Hart's much
advertised liaison might be passed
over with a smile or a sigh or a shrug
as the nation concentrates on serious
matters. No such luck. Mr. Bush must
have known that whatever his an-
swer, the tabloids of press and televi-
sion would play it up for ail it was
worth, and a lot more. If he needs &
target for his outrage, there it is.

But this is old stuff. The new factor
in 1992 is the attention being given —
emphatically but by no means exciu-
sively by the Republicans — to family
values. The candidates are asking for
it. When Mr. Bush and Mr. Quayle
and their hirelings put on their holier-
than-thou show for the cameras, it
may play to the big audience for
religious broadcasting. But there is
another, much bigger television audi-
ence that gobbles up the dirt on the

high and mighty. And they are served °

night after night by programs whose
stock in trade is the inside story or
the hard copy glorifying, sentimental-

izing, exposing celebrities.

The candidates or their speech
writers seem to have learned a thing
or two from the success of these
shows. Hardly had the Democratic
team been nominated than Mr. Clin-
ton was letting the nation in on details
of his father’'s death before little Bill
was born and the alcoholic tendencies
of his brother, and Al Gore was treat-
ing viewers to an account of the near-
death of his son and his sister’s death
from cancer. After those made-for-
television confessionals, who will be
able to take seriously any future com-
piaints about intrusions on the Demo-
crats’ privacy?

One can imagine Republican oper-
atives dredging around for similar
hankie-soakers to reward anyone who
actually tunes in their convention,
the Quayle children and the Bush
grandchildren may be at risk. If the
latest reports of adultery have any
redeeming value, it is that they may
inhibit the Republicans from smog-
ging up the screen with familial recti-
tude this week. They may simply
content themselves with putting Mrs.

on show. Let the Democrats

e a whack at her, in the manner

that Republicans are giving it to Hil-
lary Clinton, if they dare.

)

Pundits on all channels agree that
the election is likely to be decided on
issues like unemployment and other
pains of the recession. These are not
without human-interest possibilities
for television; but the medjum is fam-
ously fickle, and the lines at welfare
offices and the tales of woe may be
losing their appeal.

The absence of a parent, the afflic-
tions of a child, marital strains and a
touch of adultery may be required to
stir the juices of a television audience
turned on by the doings and undoings
of Prince Charles and the Princess of
Wales. How much more stimulating
to hear America’s -royals anguish
over what they would do if a grand-
daughter or a daughter wanted to
have an abortion than to hear them
talk about health care,

Quite possibly most -people will
take entertainment where they can
get it and still vote their pocketbooks.
But you never know. As voters find
relief from wearying and sometimes
uvnfathomable problems in the poli-
tics of the soap opera, the democracy
of the ballot is in danger of infection
by the demoacracy of the tube.



GEORGE BUSH
GONFRONTS

\lew claims surface about an ':
alleged extramarital affair S

A WY MAMLSYUMA

HEN THE REPUBLICAN CONYENTION

opens {or business this week

in Houston. the program
promises a climactic. made-for-TV
moment as Barbara Bush addresses
the GOP faith{ul in prime time. Her
<ubiject is scheduled 10 be that to-
tem of Lthe Republican campaign—
family values—ilelivered as she is
surrounded on the dais by her
brood of five children and 12
srandchildren.

Now. un the eve of this carefully
horeographed event. the long ta-
boo question of an alleged First
Mistress has reared its ugly head., A

FSTISY

A new book in which

5 former U.S, am-
bassador ciaimed
fje arranged a tryst
far the Vice Presi-
dent and top aide
lennifer Fitzgeraid
{left, as her photo
appeared in News-
day) drew an angry
denial from Bush,

Dentesrer
ofarratr i
longriine:

Rl

"

LTl )

front-page story in the sensational-
tst labloid Lthe New York Post report-
ed Lhat a new book quotes former
U.5. Ambassador Louis Fields as
saving that he arranged for then
Vice President George Bush and
his former appointments secretary
Jennifer Fitzgerald to share a pri-
vate cottaze during an official visit
lo Geneva in 1984, "It became
clear {they| were romantically in-
volved.” said Fields. according to
The Power House. a book about in-
luence peddling in the capital
written by former congressional
aide Susan B. Trento. The ambas-

sador. who retired in 1985 and died
of cancer in 1988. was said lo have
lold at least three people thal the
rendezvous took place when Barba-
ra Bush was out promoling her book
about C. Fred. the family dog.
Fields said the rendezvous. which
had the couple “staying in adjoin-
ing bedrooms.” was “"s0 heavy-
handed™ that it made him “very
uncomiortable.”

Trento says that Fields. a U.S.
Ambassador to the Geneva nuclear-
disarmament lalks. revealed details
of the aileged Bush-Fitzgerald ren-
Jezvous to her husband. former CNN
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> The guest house at
Chateau ae Bellerive,
wnere the aileged tryst
ook place. 1s awnea by
the Aga Khan's son.

investieative reporter Joseph Trento.
in 1986. Joseph Trento said he nev-
er reported the story because Fields
was learful of jeopardizing his career
and refused to go on record.

When the story broke lust week.
Fitzgerald. now 39 and deputy chiei
of protocol in the State Department.
wars said to be nut of the country nn
husiness and unreachable lor com-
ment. Not z0 President Bush. who re-
~ponded sharply whena CNN repont-
er broached the lopic al a news
cunterence in Kennebunkport. ~*1'm
not gomng Lo lake any sleazy ques-
tions like that.” Bush bristled, ~Fm
not going to respond other than to uy
U= u e, Fitzeerald's mother. 86- -
vear-old Frances Patleson-Knight of
Mo Lea b alzo denied the re-
ports. wnichishe says e “tles as-

< Her 1952 coilege year-
book entry said “lef. ..
will travel any distance"
for a party.

¥ Fitzgerald {center) ac-
companied Bush {with
Sen. John Towerito a
Senate hearing in 1975.

1ated” Jennifer. “She had a very un-
happy marriage. and she can L stand
men. savs Patteson-Knight. who re-
calls her daughter once telling her.
~['ve been through so much. 1
couldn’t have sex with any bodv.”

The public facts of Fitzgerakd’s
life are sketchy. Her mother. who
~-ame from a prominent Boston fam-
ily, married Brig. Douglas Henry
Patteson-Knight, an English mili-
iary officer, Their British-born

Jdaughter aitended private schools in

Virginia and later dount Vernon
College. In 1935 she married L.2.
\rmy Pyt, Gerald FiizGerald. but
they separaled the following vear
and divoreed in 1939, 1=he subse-
quently dropped the cunttalization

ol the o in her name Fiizeerald . =he

laler worked for Busi's vlose triend

Gl P neiod TrIes et
U aqpu e ol Lottt
¢hnaarman ety parett.

LT ] e wais wbbotnust Bt
]-"l"-“llill dasialdnl diter e B
naed U5, envoy 1o Belling it
Uhen. rumors ~at. mat the iieged -
fanr o, W hen Bush returmean
1975 1o heaa the AL Filzeerdia
came alotie as nis aide. With the o
ceplin ol iV ear il Engianua at the
L3, Embass, site stavea by e
Viee Prestaent’s slug—ieenieaiis
s dils 4pPOINUNEIE dsSlint T
realily s an all-voweriul gueheener.
Uolleagies sy sne Has an extremnes
iz oflice =6 1@ and a fonanes= tor
~NOPPIL,

When Fitzeeraid was transternea
ceom the W hite House Lo Decsine
Bush's liaison w the Zenate p1is0.
rumors ciretlated that it was becse
their relationstup had become i -
ability to Busii. After Bush became
President. Fitzgerald was namea
to her present job al the State Uvburt-
ment. Gossip surtaced agamn durg
the 1988 campaign. when the aller-
native L..1. Weerly ran a story nant-
ing Fitzgerald as Bush's longtime
mistress and quoling an unnamed
source that Fitzgerald had spo-
ken openly of the affair. Last Mav.
Hillary Clinton. fuming over slories
about her husband’s alleged alfair
with Gennifer Flowers. complained
in lanity Fair that everyone knew
\here was another ~Jennifer —in
Bush's life—but thal no one was
reporting it.

I is true that the controversy sur-
rounding Fitzgerald has not been
widelv covered, Nonetheless her
ame is well known to influential peo-
ple in the capital. and F iizgerald's
run-in with U3, Customs was i ot
topic in 1990. Fitzgerald was fined
2648 lor underestimating by 32. 100
the value of a nutria-lined raincoat
and a silver-iox cape thal she pur-
hased for 52,400 in Argentina.

The long-term political siuni-
cance ol last week's accusation was
unelear. Most Washington analy sts
agreed that Bush's denial would
quell the gossip. Bili Clinton. for
one. wasn | gloating over Georse
Bush's distress. "Ldidn'Uike it when
L was done o me.” e said. " 1
Jon'thike it wien it's done (o him.”

3 LA LY
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ROGER SIMON

The Press Limbo: New Low for the Media

he dance is called The Press
Limbo. ’
And the question is: How low

can we go?

How low will the press sink in
covering this presidential election?

Will we print allegations?

Sure.

Will- we print rumors?

You bet.

Will we print allegations of ru-
mors or rumors of allegations?

Yeah. Why the heck not?

I is like wiggling your toes in
(he mud of a river bank. .

You know you shouldn’t do it. (It
gets you all dirty.) But it feels too
goad to stop.

Sex is always a good story. And
so is the presidency.

And if we could just find a way Lo
combine Lhe two. . . .

Iicy, how about this story in the
New York Post?

"The Post prints a story accusing
jeorge Bush of having had . sex
with Jennifer Fitzgerald, a female
aide, in Switzerland in 1984,

The front-page headline says in
luge type: “THE BUSH AFFAIR.”

The inside headline says: “NEW
BOOK: BUSH HAD SWISS
TRYST.”

Bult it is only aller slogging
tlirough the story thal you find out
Lhat:

@ The accusation appears only in
a foolnote in the book.

‘e The source of the accusalion is

dead.

e The source talked not to the
author of the book hut to the
author's husband.

o The author's husband says he
offered the story to CNN in 1986,
but CNN was not interested. _

e The author’s husband says to-
day: I don't know if George Bush
had an affair with Jennifer Fitz-
gerald.”

e And all the dead guy allegedly
said was that he had arranged
“adjoining bedrooms" for Bush and
Fitzgerald at a chateau.

Yet this is enough for a CNN
reporter to ask Bush in a live press
conference:

“There is an extensive series of
reports in today’s New York Post
alleging that a former U.S. ambas-
sador, a man now deceased, had
told several persons that he ar-
ranged for a sexual tryst involving
you and one of your female staffers
in Genevain 1984.”

Well, not quite.

There is no “extensive series of
reports” in the Post. There is only
the one report based on a {ootnote
in a book.

The dead ambassador did not tell
“several persons.” He allegedly
told the author’s husband. He al-
legedly told a second guy, but a
third person the Posl quoles says
the dead guy “did not discuss
‘adjoining bedrooms’ " with him.

Nor is the allegation that Bush

had an affair with Lhis woman
news: On April 6, when Hillary
Clinton raised similar allegations of
a Bush love affair, [ wrote a column
detailing the long history of the
rumor.

But I also printed that there was
no substantiation for the rumor and
no participant had ever come for-

—

How low will the press
sink in covering this
presidential election?
Will we print allegations?
Sure. Will we print
rumors? You bet. Will we
print allegations of
rumors ot rumors of
allegations? Yeah. Why
the heck not?

_ mEm

ward to claim that Bush had an
affair with her. :

Bush was forced Lo deny (in
front of his wife and the prime
minister of [srael) that he had a
tryst with Filzgeraldl.

But his denial does not maller
much. In the public mind, Bush is
now exactly like Clinton: Both
nhave been accused of fooling
around.

Aclually, however, the accusa-
tions are quite different. In the casc
of Clinton, a woman came forward
saying she had an ll-year alfair
with Clinton and she provided
audiotapes.

In the ease of Bush we have a
sccondhand account from a dead
guy who could not possibly have
known what happencd, if anyLhing,
in ecither of Lhose “adjeining”
rooms.

So Lhis story rcally lells us far
jnore about the press than il tells
us about George Bush.

[or the prior week, the press had
been beating up on a Bush aide
because she dared mention how
Clinton has had to fight off “bimbo
eruplions” throughout his cam-
paign.

The DBush aide was soundly du
nouneed in the press as a sleaze
monger.

But how clean does Lhe press
look now?

A tablond hat specializes in
scandal prints an unconfirmed ac-
cusation from a corpse and that is
enough lo seL the rest of us in
molion.

And the rest of us don'l have La
jnstify whal we are doing. W can
mevely say: “ley, iL was an TV,
We've got Lo write abont it

Qo hack to my original question:

1How low can we go?

As low as we wanl.

Because who's Lo stop us?
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TO KNOW. ..

“Vashingron understands the werd. But vhen it coms

1 George Bush and the Iran-conera affair, jothing s
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_ANGUAGE, THE FIRST AhD MOST BASIC
1301 O cuiture. 13 3iso s Lruest mirror.
v cuiture wortny of consideracion wiil
ave created language to retlect s spe-
-l preoccupauons. Eskimos. i3 said.
aave a hundred words for snow,

In fact. the power ana precision of lan-
Zuage 1s the surest mark of its sway i the
world. Gallic pnde 1s engorged, with rea-
son. when speakers ot -0 languages turn
:0 French for verbs in the kitchen and
nouns in the boudoir. And it is a distinction
s undying greatness that half a worid may
cail to, God with rames nvented by a cou-
~ie of smail Levantme tnbes.

Alas, it is the surest sign that official
“Vashington remams a pre-cuitural
~wamp that it kas not otferea mankind
iy refinement of language 1o illumine its
“Wwn constant preoccupation, the basic
acuvity of its single industry, the work of
:1s days and the spice of 1ts mghts, which
3 knowtng, There are. in the capual, a
hundred different ways to know and to be
“nown: there are fine graaations of
“nowing, wherem the subtlest aistunc-
-:ons are enforced. But to discuss tnis art
1110 passion. we nave only the same piand

1pjack of a verd that floos each dav onte

our plates, along with the morning paper:
To Know.

About this preoccupation there can be
no dispute: Knowledge is power, and the

capital is a city built on power. whicil

eans knowing and being known, But tiis
s more than a business 1n Washington. It

is fife. Only in the bars of Capitoi Hill wiii
vou hear a normal. healthy young woman
responding to the blandishments of her
handsome swain with the delightea.
reathy question, "You know nerrev:’
Only in a hali-dozen Washington restau-

~qnts cam 4 Man's repuraton e so ouckiv




enhanced (and the object of his knowing
50 quickly dimunshed) by the half-bored.
half-dismissive assertion: “Oh. I know Jack
... forgetit”

This is knowing in the sense of ac-
quaintance, of connaissance, but this s
only the most basic way To Know. Large
and lucrative careers, great firms filling
many marbled floors of fine buildings are
built on a combination of connaissance
and a judicious smatter of knowing in the
sense of knowledge, scientia, as in facts
or familiarity with a branch of govern-
ment endeavor. “Well, you can g0 ahead
and file the appeal,” the consultant-icb-
byist says to his speakerphone, “but |
know the assistant secretary is no friend
to Section 289, so we might want to pur-
sue that avenue at the same time . L
(Men and women with scientia but with-

{or his connaissance of the o1 and gas
interests may have no opponent 1n his
hext campaign. (Why run against a guy
who'll have two million 1 the bank?) A
man who knows the president may get
invited to a couple of state dinners. A
man who is well known to know the pres-
ident is himself a new president—of a
successful consulting firm.

Then there is another shade of the
verb To Know, in the sense of awareness.
It is about what's going on right now, and
as such, it is Washington's highest branch
of knowledge. Encyclopedic scientia on
the theory, history and practice of pro-
gressive taxation in America is nothing,
less than nothing, compared to knowing
(a week before the vote) Chairman Ros-
tenkowski's hottom line on depreciation
of timber assets. One brand of knowing

What did he know, and when did he
Know m?

And so, there has developed. in Wash-
ington, a kind of knowing without being
known to know, for which there is nc
word at all. It is a nonoperational. un-
traceable knowing, which can seldom be
proven or disproven. Indeed, its vaguely
oriental essence can barely be expressed,
It is yin-and-vang, knowing-not-knowing.
It is knowing all about the thing without
being culpable of knowing the thing itself.
All of which brings us to that veteran
capital personage, that longtime practi-
tioner of the Washington arts, the most
knowing of men, Vice President Bush.

Here was a man whose very job, whose
only job, was To Know, as the capital un-
derstands the verb. He started early each
merning, in his office in the Old Executive

Bush was right, of course, abour the president
digging them in deeper with the press conference.
Don Regan marched the old man out, and he
Screwed things up 1o a fare-thee-well

out connaissance tend to pursue less Jy-
crative careers as policy wonks in the
agencies, do-good lobbies or think tanks,)

Then there is the matter of being
known, which can be more important
than knowing. If a Washington man is
well known as a man in the know, then
his knowing is seldom tested. In fact, it is
fed daily by people who come to him to
see what he-thinks about what they
know. This new knowledge is greeted by
him with nods (I know, I know , . .) that
begin before the other person has fin-
ished talking. As a result of this, he ends
up knowing pretty much what everybody
else knows, which is usually enough,
There are companies or interest groups,
officeholders or office-seekers, who will
hire him to be their man in the know. He
is, after ail, well known.

In fact, being well known is a quality as
close to a bankable asset as a Washington
man can have. It's what talent is in other
towns. A politician who is well known as
a foe of oil and gas regulation is not going
to have trouble raising money for his
next campaign. In fact, a man we]] known
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(scientia) earns a ratty office and a

shared secretary at the Heritage Foun- :

dation. The other (awareness) brings
power, money, fame . . .

But as the highest form of capital-
knowing, the quest for awareness is also

the most dangerous, Clearly, the lack of '

this knowing can undermine reputation

or power, especially if one’s position, or

one's connaissance, indicates that one
ought to know. To be unaware, to be Out
of the Loop, is allied in the tribal con-
sciousness with impotence, inability, im-
becility . . . and ultimately with the fatal
affliction of ridiculousness. But there is
also, in success, in wide awareness, a
danger just as mortal. For this is the

brand of knowing that is closest to Eating !

From the Tree of Knowledge, and can

result in expulsion from Eden. When :

things foul up in a massive way; when
The Washington Post, like God, is angry;
when committee chairmen vie for juris-
diction of the hearings that will make
them well known as the scourge of evj]-
doing, then this is the knowing implied in
the most portentous of capital questions:

Office Building, getting to know someone
or something over breakfast, which might
last for only 15 or 20 minutes, and always
ended in time for the veep to receive the
little man with the briefcase, the gnome
from the CIA who appeared each day at 8
a.m., to offer the agency’s mowledge, its
awareness, not as a vice presidential perk,
but as a courtesy, a tip of the old school
cap, to the former director, Mr. George
Bush, who liked to know what his old shop
had been doing for the last 24 hours; and
when that was finished, he was off across
the driveway to the West Wing, to the
Oval Office, there to sit in on the presi-
dent's chief of staff briefing and his nation-
al security briefing, to sit in not because
the president wanted or would seek his
opinion, not because the briefings would
offer material on which he'd work, that
day or ever, but simply To Know, which,
after all, was the point; and when those
briefings were over, Bush began his for-
mal work for the day, getting to know and
to know about some federal or local offi-
cials who'd convened en bloc in the cap-
ital, or sitting in with the president to re-

e
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s -What 3 wrong: You Jusl gon t icem
urseir.”

. LS Uung with fran. Zusn said,
--en ey oL a crance Lo LaiK zione. par
-4 gone 1o ped. =g oid. IIMoing nouse
-a5 sent. save 1or [ne quiel VOICEs In (he
~1av.

* Aon ¢ know wnal the nedl naopened.”
“uish said. “ana neither aoes e prest-
-znr. But they're gonna put aum out inere

smorrow 10T a mews conference . ..
“mey il kil him out theret’

"3 the thougno of it . . . Zush couidn't

+ suil in fis cnair, He feit so nelpless.
.Aa 1t was Dis ass out tnere on the linel
*=agan wasn't ruung agam. ii the whole
.zcona term Sank into this iran swamp,
- aagan was silil gomng Dack to nis rancn
-a horses. it was Bush wnose future was
~vned. Of course. that’s not now ie said
- -vouidn't even think tnat way. No. 1t
~g$ (ne ‘price of bemg Poppy that his first
-~ought. in fact, il his concern, had to
_ana to the rescue of “this gooa man. who
-25 pecome my iriend.” Ronaid Reagan.
“ne coae left no options. When the deai
-ame ungiued and the papers started dig-
zng up the whole sad tale. Bush didn't
-3il any meetings, didn’t take poils, didn’t
sven talk 1o his poiitical guys. There was
»niy one thing he couid do: stand by nis
‘dend, Anything eise . . . weil. it'd be like
-arting on a schooi chum.

But he could help, if they'd give him a
-nance. He knew something about this,
sure as nell knew more than the presi-
dent. Reagan didn’t see what all the fuss
-vas, thought he'd just go out there and
say what he’d done. He didn’t understand!
That's why Bush went into the Oval Of-
fice that day—did what he’d almost never
done in six long years. He went to the
mat on this: went to the president to tell
Sim to back ofi—just for a few days! Just
-1ntil they knew what the facts were, what
they were supposed to be. This was a
covert operation! Shouidn't be coming out
iike this! George Bush had joined his first
secret society at age 14, He'd been keep-
ing SeCrets ever since, been director of
e CIA! He knew this stuff in his bones!
just back off, till everybody knew what
-hey were supposed to know, what it was
-hey couid admit they knew.

But they brusned him off like adly . . .
Jeagan, Ed Meese. Don Regan. Bush
ralked into the president’s face in a way
we never had ... but Reagan simply
couldn't understand. Meese thought the
Gipper could just deny it—rnake it all go
away 1n front of the cameras. Regan was
sniy interested in his own reputation—
wanted the worid to know 1t wasn't him
irooped the ball. Bush had gone at all of
-hem, spent the capital of lovaity he'd
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W ovears. Lou gct e
21ole
= e mnomodnn TIET
_-usil £aid [nat f L cheve te, o 0L
~emere | G
1 RMEW REAGEN WAS GOING T L

-=pm g jeeper oo.2. SUSh kaew Wedt InE
nresigent 'was gomg 1o say oul taere.
Craig Fuiler's wile, naren. neiped Pat
Jucnanan gel tne statement ogelnel.:
ina Sush knew some oOf 1T was .81
ATONg. QANEErousy Wrone. That pusiness
+hout tae arms iitting 0o one Cirdo
jlane—ieaq wrong. Bush hag izgen d
crivate meeting 1zt Ollie North's reguesty
vtk ne Israen middieman wno siaried
-qe wnole gear rolling. He snew UieY
-vere taiking acout more than one piane-
»ad. 25 ne Knew ey were geaiing Wi
-ha cepuine taRatces at the riant nand o
Nhomeint. He never pougnt tnat ™mod-
=rates’ fantasv.

" {act. inere were many thmngs (aal
eorge Bush snew that fater emerged i
-he confitence of reveiation thal came tO
e known as iran-contra. He knew, iof
szarters, the agmustration snippea arms
-5 iran. in fact. =2 was for 1. i1 G cwet.
~arely traceaole way, not because ne
thougnt it wowd work, DuE It mignt . - -
und the presigent was jor it. He knew that
i the deal went down as hoped ("plannea”
was 100 grana a word), the U.S. hostages
would ail come home. He knew Bud
‘IcFarlane. Ollie North and John Poindex-
ter were running the show. He knew the
Israelis had started the whole deal. were
in 1t up to their eveballs, in 1t for
their own reasons. not necessariy those
of the U.S. And he knew the president
didn't quite grasp the details of the
operation.

On the contra side of the ledger. he had
also come 1o awareness of most of the
pertinent facts. He knew Ollie North was
a cowbay. He knew Ollie was shaking ev-
ery tree in the forest for money for the
conrras. (In fact, he was going 1o speak at
one of North's fund-raisers. and backed
oif only when his staff counsei warned

him he might get into trouble.) He

vnew—in fact. his was the first office in
the White House to learn—a former CLA
op named Eugene Hasenius was shot
down while flving aid to the contras. He
%new Hasenius was not the oniy demi-
spook running around on this secret, air-
“ome. aid-the-contras operation.

In short, George Bush had come in
contact, by various means. at various
times. with neariy every salient fact that
later emerged in The Post. But that did
2101 mean he ever put them together. Why
wouid he. when all he had to know, the
oaly thing he could afford to know. was
that the president was for them? Why
:nouid he commut the act of overuy in-

TITIAMI
-eemag, C0uid DOt C

Tormed. vl wig =Y

1 conapnle o ANOWINE 2DVIRIL.
Thal ne wis clioat.e ui. 33 InT Lredl
- 510r1CAl SCOTEDOATC. 11 €ast. s O
-genciy s art 40 W 1Emngron AnIwing
3 (ne end. 1) [Ne TECIUSIONn Of 3. fi3c.
. ;=0Tge BUsSh was aware tnat te U.2.was
~210pINg arms 10 iran. and he did nor sav a
7@ [0 Gerall (ne seat, (e0rge cusn was
--yare LREY Were seeielly sMoping &d o
-=a CORLFAS. A0a ne 13 KoL 53y & word.
The OmUY Lime fe Wenl 0 e mak. 2oent
.z capial to amect ne fiow of events.
+as Gier Lhe [acl. When [ne oniv is3ue
vns wnat inoulg come oul ang wnen.
nat iney were diowed [0 aQmi vare-
235 of. wnat thev were going 1o oe il
~anie of knowing. Ui’ wnen ne wentin
-5 hara as ne cowd . . . Sut, of Course. 1o
ne cutside tne White House knew (nat.
ey were oniv 2310€ a queston that
~aant notung: Did Bush know?

E WAS RIGHT. OF COURSE, ABOUT THE
sresident digging mem mn deeper witn the
aress conrerence. [he foilowing aay. Don
Regan marched the oid man out. and he
zcrewed things up {0 a fare-tnee-weil.
First. Reagan demed the deal was arms
{or hostages—wien no one in the country
selieved that anvmore, Then fie denied
+he U.S. had anything to do with [srael's

shipments—when Regan (as reporters

sointed out) had already admitted that the
.S, condoned an Israeli shipment in Sep-
tember of '85. Then Reagan said there
wvere no mistakes m the deal with lran—
thev'd got three nostages back and he'd
conunue on the same patiL.

It was chaos! The spokesman, Larry
Speakes, had to put out a "statement from
the president” within 20 minutes 1o cor-
-ect the swuff about [srael. Don Regan
-xas back in the Blue Room, pounding the
table and swearing he wasn't gonna obe
hung out in the wind as the leaker on this.
Goddammit, he was gonna hold his own
press conierence! Poindexter wrote the
correction-and put in the same lies about
averything fitting into one Cargo plane.
Aiter that performance, seven out of 10
Americans said they didn't believe Ronaid
Reagan anymore.

Sure enougn, Bush saw (ie sfup sinking
around his ears. and there wasnta damn
thing he could do to patcn the huil, He had
his own small staff in an uproar. trying to
“o what the whole West Wing couldn't or
-vouidn't do: "Just get the goddam facts,”
Qush said. He took Craig Fuiler orf other
Susiness—whal otner DUSINEss was there
~gwr—:no get to Ulie Nortn and find out
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what the hell happened. He puiled Boyden
Gray, his counsel. off the next big speech.
the address to the American Enterprise
Institute, to find out whether any laws
were broken. He told his national security
man, Don Gregg, to find out what hap-
pened in Iran. Facts, he wanted. And he
wanted them now. So. ior days they ran
around like fevered gerbils, gathering
shreds of fact where they could. which
they called in the same day, or they sent
in memos. mostly to Fulter . . . No one
wanted to get in Bush's face when he got
like this. Atwater and the politics guys
stayed away altogether. Bush was in a
state. If he did happen to pick up a phone
while they called in, they each, to a man,
felt they'd better talk fast. “Yeah. Yeah.
What else?” Bush would snap on the other
end. They could almost hear his fingers
drumming the desk.

And every day or two, reporters would
call his press office with another story
they were about to unleash. And his press
guy, Marlin Fitzwater. would have to
walk into Bush's big office and coax a
statement .out of him. Usually, Bush was
at his desk, working through papers, and
he’d push back from the desk with a de-
liberate shove of both hands, and slouch
back in his leather chair, with his head
down, fiddling with his pen. His eyes
would stay on the pen, which he rotated
in his fingers, while Fitzwater told him
what the Wall Street Journal, or The
Post, wanted to know today. And Bush
would listen with his head down, quiet,
with the air of a man beleaguered, a man
who had to stay composed. Then, he'd say
to his pen:

“This is so unfair! Don Gregg had noith-
ing to do with this.”

Or, simply: “Lock. The president has
asked Ed Meese to find out what the facts
are. When we know the facts, we’ll make
them public.”

And then Fitzwater would have to go
at it again, until he got a statement he
could use.

“So [ can say, ‘Vice President Bush was
categorically not involved in’ . . " Fitzwa-
ter would look up from his note pad, hop-
ing the veep would finish the sentence.
But he’d always have to do it himself.
“. .. ‘directing or overseeing the contra
resupply? . . .”

" And Bush would say quietly, head
down, to his pen, or off to the side, to cne
of his desk drawers; “Absolutely.”

IT WAS THE WEEKEND AFTER THE
press conference that Bush got the word:
Meese wanted to see him. He waited at
the residence for two days. He couldn’t
even sit still to read the papers. But
Meese never showed up. It turned out
Meese was closeted with Ollie North, to
clean. up “the chronoiogy.” (That was the

weekend Ollie and Fawn were so busy
with the shredder.)

It wasn't till Monday afternoon that
Meese finally came by to see Bush. and
then only for about 10 minutes, just t0
drop this bombshell: The money from the
Iran deal went to the contras. Swiss bank
account, Ollie had the number. Poindexter
had to know too. They'd both have to go.
There might be others. Meese was going
to tell the president that same afternoon.

Bush didn't sleep that night. He came m
Tuesday, looking like a man'who'd got bad
news on his cancer test. His mouth was a
grim, lipless line. There was no expression
in his eves, no light of recognition when
the staff said good morning, like Bush was
tooking at his own private blank wall. He
had pulled completely within himself. No
one had to tell Bush what this meant: a
secret trail of money, had to be laws bro-
ken somehow, investigations, a special
prosecutor. hearings in Congress . . . all
they'd done for six vears could go down
the chute. along with his campaign. It was
his ass out there now. They had to do
something to curtail the damage, They had
to move, and move fast, before this steam-
roller crushed them. ..

But at the 9 a.m. Oval Office briefing, it
was clear the president didn't know what
to do. Meese laid out what he knew of the
diversion, He said it was all in memos.
(Ollie-put the damn thing on paper?) Poin-
dexter said he'd known that Qilie was up
to something, but no one else did. Regan
had aiready told Poindexter he’d have to
go. Regan wanted a commission, some
kind of blue-ribbon thing . . . appointed
today, announced at a press conference.
They had to get out in front of this. But
Ronald Reagan wasn’t sure . , .

At 9:30, instead of the National Secu-
rity Council briefing, Poindexter walked
in, with his undertaker's face, and told the
president he was sorry, he was resigning.
Reagan didn’t even ask what happened.
He just said, “I understand . . .” Then he
brightened, and with the brave smile you
see at the end of war movies, he added:
“But it's in the best tradition of the Navy
. . . the captain accepting responsibility
..." There was a full NSC meeting

scheduled after that, so they all went in, .

except Poindexter. Alton Keel, his dep-
uty, ran the meeting.in his stead, and no
one said anything about if. That's what
was driving Bush crazy: They were acting
so normal. At the end of the meeting, he
ducked back into his West Wing office for
a minute, steod at the fireplace mantel,
leaned on it like it was holding him up.
What the hell was going on? Was he cra-
zy? The ship was going down and they
kept on dancing!

Bush said to Fuller: “This is disaster
... . We don't even know who handled the
money . . ."

-5'0’F X




PSR AVG STV

Fuiler started to tell him what he'd
cicked up irom nis iriena Al Keej that
mormng. Total weirdness! Poindexter had
_nme early meeting, so Al ran the normai
7:30 NSC staif meeting. About 8:30. Keel
waikts into Poindexter’s office to brief him
an the staff meeting. And Poindexter's
:ditting there, eating a vogurt at his desk.
ieei's reporting, and Poindexter just
savs, "Uh huh, yeah, uh huh.” eating yo-
surt. Then he says: "By the way, Al I'm
resigning today.”

Bush, still with his eves down. with-
drawn into the gloom in his own head,
seemed hardly to hear the story.

“I've got to go back.” Bush said. "Got
ihe leadership meeung. Jesus. This is the
worst.”

So he went back to the Cabinet Room
ior the meeting with the leaders of Con-
gress, and then back again, after the pres-
ident's noon press conference. for a lunch
with Reagan and the Supreme Court, and
then to the afternoon National Security
Planning Group . . . He walked through

the day like the rest of them: reading oif

the cards in their pockets. going through
the schedule, through the motions, acting
like the ship was still afloat ... But
hie couldn’t stop the baneful monologue in
his head:

Disaster . . . zverything thevid done, the
second term. the campaign, George Bush

awl there o lcke e eat, Miev.i | loober
Reagan. ne doesn t unaerstana, iines i 3
d movie. .. evil kill him!, . .

3v the ena of the dav, it was screamung
in his nead. It was surreai, the wav no one
sa1d anvthing—iike it would ail go away
they went io their meetings! Like the
Blob That Ate Cleveland didn't exist! By
the end of the dav, Bush was vack mn s
oifice, at his aesk. his eves on tne blotter,
nead in his left hand, staring down. not
seeing...

“It's like they don't realize . . . what's
gomg on.” Bush said to the desk.

Fuller said. across the room: “Qr that 1t
ts going on.”

And Bush looked up with his lips white,
all the pain apparent now in the iong lines
of his face.

“Don’t they realize what this means?”

WATERGATE ... WAS THE FIRST THING
that flashed through Bob Dole’s mind. in
the Cabinet Room, at the leadership brief-
ing, when Meese dropped the bomb about
the diversion. Dole stopped in at the
White House 10 catch the briefing on his
way to the airport. He had to get to Bos-
ton, then to iowa, for the Other Thing
. . . plane was waiting. )
Meese ran through the tale, said Ollie
North did the deal on his own. That fell
onto the long, gieaming table with a thud

AIST  pHeA NS

g coula dimost nzar, The teacers, o2
~JeaKer. WOKed ai wIE another I dlente,
_ieutenant coloneis didn't do geais a:
-aelr own. ine univ thing Reagan aceec
-vas that Poingexter knew about it . . .
ind $o0. 1 the best tradition of the Navv

. vou know, ;e ¢antam taking respon-
sbility . . . '

Reagan didn't :ncerstand. There's
sy one captain in i5e White House. Uniy
one man could taxe responsibility ...
Watergate . . . Doie remembered his
‘riend Bryce Hariow. in an oiffice just
down the hail from tms Cabinet Room.
Harlow was a Wasmingron sage, an insid-
er, adviser 1o Nixon, a man Dole looked
up to. “That break-in story doesn't have
any legs," Harlow said, back in 72, Dole
was head of the party, and he wanted 1o
say something, to iet people know the
Republican Party had nothing to do with
Watergate. Bur Hariow advised him: “[t'll
fade in two or three days..." So Dole
didn’t make any statements, tried 1o pass
it off with a joke.

Dole sat up at the table now, his eves
shifting from race to face. He was trving
to see the whole court. Jim Wright, leader
of the House Democrats, was aiready on
that porientous question;

Was this done with knowledge or ap-
proval of others?

Who eise in the ‘White House knew?
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ud rhe C1A know:
- leese was (rving 10 CONVIACE MM [nat
Jie was tne uniy sne Wno realyv knew.
Zpindexter oy new Ollie was up 1o
<.metamg. [srael fanaled the deal.
*leese said. The Israeiis thouent it up. did
-ne deed without zav help . . .

Jole could see Wright didn’t believe 1t
“’ho wouid believe 1t* He lookea down the
zne to Bob Byrd. kLis colleague, leader ot
-1e Senate Democrats. Byrd wouid have a
aid dav. his legailsuc way . . . hearings,
-hree or four committees . .. ae'd never
‘et 1t go. the whoie next Congress, it'd eat
up the session. the whole campaign, the
MNther Thing, ‘38 ... Mavbe Reagan
:hought thev'd heip him. put it behind.
=iove on. But Reagan didn't understand.
3vrd always spoke with the air of the
staresman, but don't get in a dark ailey
«with him . . . Hell, he was trying to take
Doie’s otfice. Trving to throw his whole
staif out! One of Byrd's guys took Dole on
4 tour. to show him the “new rooms” his
stait might use. They were coal bins!
Walked Dole down into the basement,
zook him through rooms he wouidn't take
~is'dog n . . . uniess it was raining, or
coid. dog wouidn't go out ... If they
thought Byrd was going 1o cut them a
Sreak. well . . .

“Musta been my might oif.” Dole used
io say about Watergate, back in ‘72, He

cever 7 dear win the 1ssue. nese-on.
Sopoev aid. Ana they paid. Lt drove a
Sresicent irom siice. Almost peat Dole.
W0 vears tater. hack in Kansas. The
wnole party paig 0 bigad. for elght v2ars.
A stam they never could wasn off . . . -z
13an L recoveres. not ail the wav.

“vell. nooody was gong to tar Bob Dole
With that brusn now-—no way. Sure. ne'd
support the president. as much as ne
couid. That was his job. and he'd do it.
But Reagan had 10 get the facts out. And
if heads rolled. weil. so be it . .. Dole
wasn't going to fet them shove the party
down the toilet for another eight vears.
Not this time. This was his time.

Dole was back in his Town Car within
10 mmnutes. "Get the office.” he snapped.
And then, over the ¢ar phone, on the way
to the airport and the Other Thing, he
asked not for his chief of starf, not for his
national security man. but for the press
secretary.

“Agghh. gotta get out a statement.” he
said. “They took the money from iran. for
the missiles, gave it to the contras.
Gaghhh. vou blieve 1t? President's gonna
announce 1t 10 an hour. Yeah, it's kinda
bizarre . . . [ wanta cail it ‘a bizarre twist.’
Say the president's doin’ the right thing,
get ail the facts out . . . support the pres-
ident . .. vean., point is. it's all gotta
come out.”

ST pRGA 2o

4 JUST NOT GONNA SAY ANYTHING
= yw, " Bush snappeq. He'd been tnrougn
3, explamea 1t i swifion umes. VWhy
souidn’t they unaerstanaz His own stall.
2IV3 WRO QUENL [0 KBOW nim . .. “hev
were COMNg al bum agamn on tnis ALl
-peech. the American Eaterprise inst-
-ute, the perrect chance Lo distance mm-
el from the whole iranamox mess. in s
oifice in the West Wing, Bush spoke to
*he speech drart that was fanned out on
the desk in front of him. “Look. ['ve spent
stx vears neing foval to this president . . .
Bush's voice was hign. peruiant with his
sense of injustice.,

“This doesn't abandon the president,”
Fred Khedour said. Khedour: was writing
-he speech—or trying. at least. He'd been
back and forth with it a half-dozen times.
He'd write in a line about the Iran thing—
something tunocuous. just an acknowi-
edgment that something went wrong—
and Bush would balk. like a horse that saw
a snake. To Khedouri. it was so obvious:
If the VP stuck his head in the sand. it
sent a message that he was complicitous

.. or lost in the same fog of know-noth-
ing deniai that hung over the rest of the
White House. [t just wouldn't play! He
tried to keep his voice even: “There ougit
10 be some recogniticn . . ."

The veep heard the edge under Khes
dourt's voice—like Bush was some thick-




-~2aged child who nad to have 1t expiamned.
Juddammuit, e unaerstooa English! He
;idn't need a pownty-head like Khedour to
.ead him througn 1t. Khedour was anoti-
zr stranger, one of Fuller’s hires, our of
David Stockman’s shop. A real brain—
drove Bush nuts—ali head. like a lot of
guys who were too damn smart to have
zny sense. Annoyance drove Bush into his
second language, Texan. the one he'd
mcked up along with his distaste for the
Harvard Yard crowd:

“Look. 'm not gonna paint my tail
-vhite and run with the antelopes now.”

Fuller let Khedoun carrv the ball on
this: It didn't do any good to back the veep
mtoa corner. [t wasn't that Fuller thought
George Bush couid get by without some
firm statement on the scandal, but he'd
come at the veep in his own way, easygo-
ing: Oh, on that speech thing, sir, . . Prob-
lem - was, they were runmng out of time.
When Bush got back from his Thanksgiv-
ing trip to Kennebunkport, there were
oniy three days ull the speech. And Bush
came back more convinced than ever that
nore of this should have come out: Why
are they releasing a chrondlogy? . . . This is
a covert operation! . . . Worse still, Bush
had turned the whole episode into an issue
of loyaity, a matrter of the personal code,
Ronatd Reagan just couldn’t see that he or
his boys did anything wrong, and George
Bush was not going to be the one to rub
Reagan's face in ir.

So he said nothing. He disappeared. If
the office of the vice president was a whis-
per zone before, now it was a crypt. Ev-
erybody in the capital had something to
say—except George Bush, who went to
ground like the undead at sunrise. At the
PAC, the political guys were catching it on
the phones. Republicans were getting ner-
vous. "Doonesbury” was running Bush ev-
ery day as the invisible man. The well-fed.
well-pleased men with pink jowls and red
ties were chuckling about him over lunch
with their clients at Joe & Mo's, Duke Zei-
bert’s. .. “Oh, I know George—nice guy,
but Dole could eat him for breakfast . . .
problem is, heh heh, you're hungry a half-
hour later . ..” He had caught the dread
and fatal affliction: He was ridiculous.

He had to say something! In the office,
they all told him—or, to be precise, they
mostly clucked to one another about his
stubborn incomprehension.

“How about, 'Sure, we made mistakes,
but they were mistakes of compassion
. pursuit of the long-term [nterests

a'. ..
*No, he won't do it. Teeter tried that.”
“How "bout: "Everybody makes mistakes
. . . but the long record will show' . . .

“No-way. He's not gonna say the pres-
‘dent did anything wrong.”

“Yeah. but where was he? He's got to
say something.”

3ut Busn wowdn't bugge. He mdn't
~und aking s snaré of the mi. i theva
zve him a snare of the creait for ine 2ood
suff . . . But ne wasn'i pomng 1o cut and
run now. No matier how many pramy-bov
starf got 1nto nis knickers. They nadn't
~een around the track like he had. Reagan
vouid be back. in the poils, they'd come
around. Something wouid happen—al-
ways did. Good things happened to good
seopie. Now was the ume (o have some
faith . . . For Christ's sake. how about
some Taith in #tm? That was the hardest
part. when ne iooked up at the latest zuy
in front of his desk. lectuning him on the
speechi. His own guys! He saw the doubt
in their eves: Thev looked at him iike ne
couidn't understand. or like he must be
protecting himself. like he was part of the
probiem. They didn’t understand loyaity

+art Of M. SullellSies, (L adn T VOTE 1
s s bepent. Taere was a Gme 4 0IS W,
~<Ren ne was Repudican cnarman unaer
Yixon. wnen ne :taveda loval {0 Ne €na.
.iXon naa assureg him—oersonatv—inat
fe was not mvoived 1n Watergate. Ang
Bush got burnea. But he knew tnat was
rot going to happen now. Ronaid Reawan
was a good man. He wasn't gong 1o ¢o
nrougn the case with them. But tnev
could take 1t {rom mm, as mey went
-4rough this toueh tme. and tumed o the
new campaign: He knew they were going
20 come out ail neht. And he'd do the best
ne could—ior ail of them—iovally. He
~auidn't reaily be anv other wav.
Afterward. the room at the ciudb was
awmet. What more was there to sav? Peo-
oie started to drift away. They'd ail have
carly meenngs the next day . . . Bush was

ether. Well. they'd better start . . . Nos/ about to go. too. when Khedour maae 2
that wasn't fair. [c was hard for them too.{ last quert stab. with Bar. [t was risky. She
They'd hitched their wagons to his. (o his’\ mignt have taken his head off—szne coutd

future, his campaign, and now 1t iooked
like the wheels had fallen oif beiore
thev'd even started. Jeez, next month
they were supposed to change the PAC to
a real campaign committee . . .

Bush had a dinner scheduled. the night
before the big speech, with Sadruddin
Khan. the Aga Khan's brother, a friend of
his, just a lovely guy, played some tennis.
spoke like an Englishman . . . hell, he al-
most was an Englishman. a Prince of the
Earth in general, smooth, shiny like a
brushed otter. What a credit to the Third
World! . . . But Sadruddin had to cancel,
and the VP already had the big table at
the Alibi Club, one of the oid family
haunts. So Bush decided to keep the ta-
ble: He'd invite the senior staff—bring
the wives, make it a family thing—he’d
get them together in a difficult time, get
the team together . . .

And there, in the old town house on I
Street, behind the unmarked door you
wouldn't even notice unless you knew.
unless you'd always known; there, in the
old club with its brown, musty air and its
walls festooned with tatty mementos:;
there, where the caricature of Prescott
Bush held pride of place, the drawing of
Pres. singing, with the dome of the Cap-
itol behind him and the notes of “The
Whiffenpoof Song” floating around his
head, there George Bush tried to tell
them why he took that stuff out of the
AEl speech. It wasn’t that direct. really,
not a planned set of remarks: He just
started to talk, And for 20 minutes. with-
out a text, without raising his voice, or
chopping the air, or lapsing into any of
those gestures he employed to give force
to his words when he talked to strangers.
Bush made the most eloquent speech:

Lovalty, he said, was something he

grew up with. [t wasn't a sin. And he didn't

claim 1t was always an asset. It was just

do 1t too—Ifor VIR 10 get to George
Bush through her. She hated that. But she
listened that nigit, as Khedoun told her:
Bush had to say something in the speech:
it wasn't agamst tiie president: no one
wanted to hurt the president; this was a
way to help Ronaid Reagan, to find a way
out, to acknowledge that things . . . weil,
to put it behind them . . .

Bar didn't say anything. She'd never
share her opinions. And no one would
ever know what she said, or did not say,
that night in the residence. All they
knew was that George Bush had Ed
Meese in the office. early the next day,
and then the two of them went to the
president, and when they came back,
Bush had the words: Mistakes were made
... that's what he'd say. No human be-
ings mentioned in the sentence—nothing
more. He’d talked to the president. Mis-
takes were made. He wrote it into the
speech himself. The press copies were
already Xeroxed without mention of mis-
takes—no matter. That would only make
it better. People would notice: He wouid
diverge from text. It was great! Fitzwater
got on the phone to the big-foot report-
ers, to the networks, the coiumnists.
They might want to make sure they were
there todav: Bush had something to say!

And they were all there, in the gallery’
upstairs. and CNN showed it five . ..
while Fitzwater spun the story like a mad
hula-hoopster: George Bush addressed
the nation on the issue that mattered.
George Bush said the words everyone
had been waiting to hear. George Bush
stepped out front and told it like it was!

That night, at a State Department ban-
guet, Bush tried to shrug off congratuia-
-ions, "(Great speech today . . . xbsolutely
great,” They were literally patting him on
i3 shouiders, his back.

“He's had wonn-derfui reviews. caiis
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from ail over the country.” Bar coniided in
the receiving line. Bush's face twisted
into his aw-shucks grin: "At least [ didn’t
get thrown out,” he said.

The world was off his shoulders. He
looked terrific. Everybody said so. How
did Bar keep him locking so good?

Bar said sweetly: “I beat him . . .”

Hoo hooo! Isn't that Bar a stitch?

And the next day, and the next, more
wonn-derful reviews. And Larry Speakes
said the president agreed with every
word. And Lee Atwater told the networks
that Republicans across the country were
cheering. "The vahz pres’ent.” Lee
growled. “hit uh gusher!”

The Era of Good Feeling lasted 10
days, until Don Gregg, the veep's national
security man. gave his first interview to
the New York Times. Yes, he'd found out
about the contra resupply back in August,
Gregg acknowledged. His friend and fel-
low spook, Felix Rodriguez. had come to
Washington specially to tell him how
screwed up it was. Then the next day,
UP! came out with unnamed White House
sources, alleging that Bush’s office knew
the contra gambit every step of the way.
Qllie North kept them posted religiously.

What did George Bush know?

By mid-December, that was the only
question anybody wanted to ask him. Now
Bush had to issue his own chronology,
make public a series of contacts between
his staff, Ollie North and the contras.

“Let the chips fall where they may,”
he’d said in his.big AEI speech. Who could
have known they’d fall on him?

And now, every day, Fitzwater had to
march into the big office, and screw some
statement out of Bush. Bush would say to
his desk or his pen:

“I’ve answered that a million times.”

Or, “That's just not true ... I had
nothing to do with that.”

Or, “Salvador . .. Felix Rodriguez
is a hero down there, to the people of
Salvader.”

And Fitzwater would persist, gingerly:
“So [ can say, ‘Vice President Bush never
met with Felix Rodriguez’ . . " And Bush
would stare at his twisting pen, silent,
while Marlin had to finish the quote. . . .
‘pxcepl, uh, o discuss El Salvador'? . . "

And when, at last, Bush would glance
up with that blank-wall look, even Fitz-
water had to wonder what the hell was
behind that stare. Was there something
he was unable to say? Was he culpable of
knowing? Or just heartsick?

At the moment, Bush was only waiting
to see if Marlin was done. Was it over?
When would this be over? . . . He'd said
more than he wanted already. More than
he ever should have. And what did it get
him? . . . When Fitzwater didn't say any
more. Bush replied. tersely:

“Okay. Say that.”
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WE Wag VIVER NFF T TR e ol
L0 TECADS fLed NEnl inio ITan-Ccontra.
=a every ume vou tiicked on Lhe tube, or
..anced at 4 paper, (ere was Lole. Dole
+ ~aiedite. L e on Koopen Dole on
“Tace the Nauon' . .. T e story: "Dole
w5 ... "iwua evenmng, un Capttol Hill
“snav, the Senate malornv lezeer .. "
Zoie, Dole. Loie. Nn guest was supposed
3 be on Davia Brinkiev's Zunday chat-
£51 MOre [Aan (Wice a vear—iney
-nanged that poucy for Dole. What eise
ouid they go? The guy mage news.

Tnle knew wnat those sundav shows
:2eqged as well a3 the panetists. the host.
“2€ proaucers. He knew ne aidn't have to
-aow uo at 10. itke the bookers insisted.
‘e'd roil in at quarter-aiter. 2(}-after. and
2ag straignt ‘or the makeun room. He
-flew the girls ov name. alwavs nad a
Zreeting to setite them down. make ‘em
wget Ne was late. "Agghhh, kinaa hor. ..
Zam must oe askin’ all the questions.
rlegn hegh heen.” Someone wouid bring
+im a haif-cup of coffee from the table set
vith brunch. Dole never hung around to
-1t Un the fet. no matter wnat went out
0 the air, 1t was always 1okes and. gossip
juring commerciais: just a iew Washing-
‘on white men. sitting around like it was
wunch at Joe & Mo's . . . what the hell.
they were ail well known. 1n the know,
Brinkley and Dole were neighbors m Flor-
1da. wnere Elizabeth owned a condo.
Brinkley was a iriend. or close enough

. :And Dole aiways brought a nugget of
news fie couid drop mto the chat, some-
where, enough {0 make the Monday Post
print the sentence: "Dole made his pro-
posai (charge. comment. remark) in an
interview on the ABC television program
"This Week With David Brinkley' . . .
That. and maybe one catchy sound bite to
run on CNN all day, then on the Monday
“Today” show.

So. on the Sunday aiter the diversion
was announced. Dole rolled into the stu-
dio for the Brinkley show, with just time
enough. "Howv'dosonn? _ . ." He looked
terrific, tanned and healthy from his big
vacation, (wo days for Thanksgiving at
the condo in Florida. Makeup had him in
and out in a minute—just powder. He
looked fine, “Aghh, shoppin’ daner” The
Bobster was ail heliday cheer. The music
'vas playing in his head, the overture of
the Other Thing ... and. heyw! . . .
here's an 1ssue piopped onto the ground
hefore him like a Mexican sombrero. an
invitation to the dance! A big beautiful
Washington hat dance! No one coild do it
iike Bob Dole. He had news to make this
morning and a aetwork to air it . . . The
“White House m trouble! Bush under a
cioud! What did they know and . . . da
iumi ... He was readv to dance . . . che
Washington Dance of Death!

He'd worked to get this nugget: While

J HE WARHINGTON ROST MAGAZINT,

somazan T osema el v oro7
240 3(rauss. lr. Democrat, a rea insig-
-z, another 1:nao nerehbor. Eobster nd
1173USS Ne was thinking of a 3pecial Se-
-¢t Commitiee on iran—xe 2am £r-
3 Watergate commuttee, Ui course, ne

~new the (dea wowldn't S[0p WiLN SIrauss.

.5a sure enough, when he 2ot pack. nere
was Bob Bvrd on the telepnone: Mavoe
zney cowd. ub. coorainare ... 20
iney agreed. inev'd both propose ii. Byra
.n "Face tne Nation,” Bobster on the
3rinkley-fest. That wouid sureiv be news
=nougn, but it might give Bvrd equai biil-
.12, So that morming, the Bobster pulied
1;ie ace rrom s sleeve: He wantea a spe-
::al commttee to consolidate the near-
ngs, ihe informarion ... 2ul he
wanted tt now, thes week! A special ses-
=ion of Congress! Convenea by Ronaid
Reagan to get the facts out! The first spe-
»ai sessicn since Harry [ruman éalled
Zongress pack from the hinterrands. o3
wears agol

I+ was gorgeous, 1 master stroke.
raised the 1ssue 1o a full-scale crisis. ..
1ot since 1948 .. Let the bovs in the
“White House enash their teeth. Bob Dole
was protecting the president. making sure
there weren't 10 committees holding
rearings, cailing for documents, wit-
nesses. ail at once. And proposing that
the president start it now. while Repub-
dcans ti.e., Bob Dole) could -still control
the Senate, keep a hand on the commit-
tee, What was the matter with those guys
in the White House—couldn't they see? If
they went along with Dole, then the ac-
tion shifted to Congress, to the wrangie
over the committee. It would take the
heat off the president!

And, of course, it left Bob Byrd in the
dust, But how could the Democrats
squawk? Dole wasn't trving to outmaneu-
ver anyone. “Agghh, been around too long
for that.” No. he'd be glad to let the com-
mittee reflect the lineup in the new Sen-
ate. to convene next year, the Democratic
majority . . . How could thev oppose this?
Were they trying to drag out the issue?
Didn't they say thev wanted all the facts
out? . ., Well, let's get going!

The white men on the Brinkley set
were trying not to grin, like cheap law-
vers at a ]10-car pileup: Uh, did that mean
Senator Dele didn't think all the facts
were out? Didn't he believe the White
House. that North and Poindexter were
the only ones who knew?

The Bobster dropped an evebrow and
rasped: “Aghh. don’t think Ripley'd be-
lieve that.”

Eureka! The sound bite!

The next dav, The Post had the story

of President Reagan'’s first defiant reac--

u:0n to the scandal of the diversion. But
that didn't lead the paper. The lead story
was Dole’s call for a speciat session. aiong

e, Goove Lhe 1016,

-ng Lhat Was Gy Ine bewnmine. o
LV, a8 Doie emergea rcom ne v nite
“Touse. & meenns with Doa meuan. ..
~ule@ 10r 2OpoINUREnT Ol 3 ~Tevill 7 os-
cCULOr. N0, 11 Was noUung :Zainst £
“leese. But he was awtuily c.os¢ 0y "z
zreswent. Repupiians, Dole saig, were
reagv “surlering damage ’ from [né foan-
:ai. Thar's wnat ne toid Don reuwan.
We've got 1o cut our losses! It be woca
-3 tne president! "He didn't make mis-
‘nxes. [he peobie arouna hum miae 1
-akes.” Remempoer. Bob Dole was detena-
:1g the presiaent!

Zomeumes. 111 the dust from e Ean-
-ier's dancing shoes. It Wwas nara o Heed
-~3CK Of WNom ne was cefenaime.

Nothing wrong with Meese . .. L
vien are we getung a speciai prosecuror

izeorge shuitz, a iine secretary o1 staie

.. "But, | must sav. when pecple siv.
“Why aren t you out there supporung tne
aresident?’ .. . :t's rather mifficult
‘wnen the secrerary of state 15 not doing
inything.”

Bob Dole wouid certamiy not pe the
one to tell the prestdent to fire fus cnief of
staff . .. “But [ think right now trey
ougnt to circle the wagons—asther that.
or fet a couple of wagons go ovér the
cliff.”

Meanwhiie, lest the White House make
good its intention to move on to otner
business. Dole was on the front page
again. this time calling for a summut with
European leaders. to reassure the allies
about U.S. foreign policy.

Meanwhile, lest anyone else miss the
point, Dole made a speech in New Hamp-
shire. and pronounced the whole lran-
contra gambit “just plain stupid.”

He left Byrd and the Democrats gasping
for air, The Bobster carried the ball for
both sides. As for rival candidates for the
QOther Thing, they couid only stand by,
biting their tongues. Jack Kemp's press
secretary made the papers one dav with a
warning that Dole was “too eager to make
news over the corpse of a popuiar pres-
ident,” But that weekend, when Kemp
hoped to appear on “Face the Nation,”
Lesley Stahl wanted Bob Dole instead.

After that, the New York Times ran a
Page 1 RW. Apple analysis that began:
“Bob Dole of Kansas, the Senate majority
leader who will become minority leader
next vear. has seen his prospects of wim-
ning the 1988 Republican presidential
nomination enhanced . . .” That signaled
the rest of the nation’s press to pile on.
“}Mr. Dole may be the man with the most
to gain.” the Wall Street Journai reported
the next week. And the week after that.
came The Post: “Polls and poiitical strat-
egists indicate that. partly because of
ris recent high-profile pertormance, he
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has moved within striking distance of
Bush. ..

Striking distance! It was soft-shoe on
the coffin lid! Up in New Hampshire,
which is where it counted, the organ of
the mad-dog right. the Manchester Union
Leader, was getting tired of Republicans
who failed in their duty to defend the
president. So the Union Leader, as it was
wont. launched a foam-flecked attack on
.. . George Bush! The headline: "More
Mush From the Wimp.”

Of course, Bob Dole couldn't focus on
the primaries now, not with the White
House under assault, the credibility of the
U.S. at stake. He had to appoint the mem-
bers of the special select committee, sen-
ators of energy and intrepid judgment
who would get to the bottom of this sorry
affair and restore government to its prop-
er business, Not that there was any short-
age of candidates. These hearings could
make a man Well Known! So, the leader
weighed probity, experience, intellect,
savvy . .. and from among all the eager
volunteers, he selected as the ranking
Republican member . . . Warren Rudman,
of New Hampshire.

No politics about it! It was well known
that Rudman was lined up for '88 with his
friend, the former senator from Tennes-
see, Howard Baker, (Everybody knew
Baker was running.) And Rudman did
bring to the job a fine set of qualifications;
He was well informed about foreign pol-
igy, national security. And he had expe-
rience as a prosecutor, as a former attor-
ney general of his great state. In fact,
three of the five senators selected by Bob
Dole had been prosecutors. Dole meant to
make sure all the facts came out—he
wouldn't have to say a thing.

That's why, in all the reams of his pub-
lic comment, in November and Decem-
ber, about the Iran affair, there was not
one mention, not one word attachable to
Bob Dole's name that pointed in any way
to the vice president, George Bush. It
was the highest triumph of the Be Nice
rule. He knew the wise guys were waiting
for him to say something nasty—iust one
misstep in the Dance of Death . . . and it
Was over.

. But why would he? Bob Dole never had
just one source on something he wanted
to know. The White House briefings and
meetings with Regan were not his only
avenue of inquiry on Iran-contra. And
Dole was convinced; Bush was in the
soup. All the connections were clear in
Dole's head. The whole push on the hos-
tages, the whole deal with Iran, had to do
with the kidnapped Beirut CIA station
chief, William Buckley. There was word,
breathed into Dole’s ear . . . the White
House had a videotape: Buckley under
torture . . . that's when the deal was
cooked up. Buckiev nag workea jor Bush,

/e

the kind of guy Bush loved. a secret op
with an air of action about him, came from
a good family . . . made his name in Viet-
nam. where one of his guys, his top men.
was Felix Rodriguez. He was the link . ..
And when that CIA plane went down 1
Nicaragua. who got called? Felix Rodri-
guez! And where did he report? To
George Bush's office. to that other spook
who worked for him. Gregg!

It was so obvious! And it had to come
out. Maybe not now, or even soon, But it
would come out. and the committee wouid
prove: George Bush knew all about it!

But even Dole failed to calculate the -

capacity for knowing-not-knowing. Even
he. the most able inside player in the U.S.
Congress, underestimated George Bush's
Washington art. Even while Dole danced
his spectacuiar taranteila on the White

House, the Congress, his fellow candi- -

dates . . . he made one fatal error of judg-
ment: He thought George Bush must be
something like him. If Bob Dole had sat in
the VP's chair every day as the little man
with the briefcase retailed the covert
news of the world, or as the NSC staff in
the Oval Office outlined the “initiative to
Iran” . .. there was no way Bob Dole
would not commit an overt act of know-
ing. There would be not one day when
Dole could maintain he was Out of the
Loop. As he said, in mid-dance, to one
group of admiring reporters: “Agh, m'not
one to.sit on the sidelines.”

So, he said nothing about George Bush.
Why should he? Reporters were telling
him privately that Bush was dead. All
Dole had to do now was beat Jack Kemp.
Hah! And not just reporters. Big guys,
insiders, the kind Dole listened to, were
coming on to him. Looked like John Sears,
the guy who started Reagan in 1980, was
going to run Dole’s campaign! By mid-
December, the lowa poil from the Des
Moines Register had Dole, for the first
time, in the lead over Bush! So Dole kept
dancing.

There he was with all the cameras
again, on December 16, announcing Rud-
man's name and the other members of
the new committee. “A Watergate-style
committee” is what the papers called it.
And there, in the press conference, one of
the young anchormen-to-be had a ques-
tion for Dole, the big question now . . .

Hasn't this endless trauma destroyed
the Republicans’ chances in 19882 Doesnt
it make the nomination . . . worthless?

Dole imperceptibly shrugged one
shoulder and a little smile softened his
face. He said:

“I'll take it." =

This article is excerpted from Richgrd Ben
Cramer's What It Takes: The Way to the
White House. recently published by Ran-
iom fouse.




The woes of living
with GOP ghosts

Bush, unlike Lincoln, Teddy Roosevelt and
Reagan, hasn’t created a unifying faith

he Republicans assembling
in Houston suddenly find
themselves in trouble.

back on two long decades when
their hold on the White House
was interrupted only by Jimmy
Carter’s instructively unsuccessful term.
Even three months ago, as the economic
recovery faitered and George Bush’s poil
ratings headed into free fall, Republicans
hoped that redistricting and scandals in
the Democratic Congress would hand
them their biggest gains in congressional
elections since 1966, when Bush was
among a record 47 Republican freshmen
elected to the House, giving them work-
ing control of both houses of Congress.
But now, with Bill Clinton and Al Gore
enjoying an unprecedented national con-
vention bounce and nearly 2-to-1 poll
margins. the Republicans are wondering
if their party is suddenly over. After 12
vears in the White House. the problems
Republicans are best at solving long since

™
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Not so long ago, they could look ] "“:n;

have been solved, and the party’s
shortcomings seem more pro-
k nounced. Only twice in the 20th
J° century has a party won four
¥/ presidential electionsinarow: in
% 1908, when the Republicans beat

> a man they had already beaten
twice before, and in 1944, when Franklin
Roosevelt —a commander in chief lead-
ing his country to victory —won by his
smallest margin. Some disgruntled Re-
publicans are whispering that their long-
term chances would be better if they lost
and Clinton inherited the whirlwind of
national problems. And Bush’s problems
at this convention will be complicated by
the many party leaders angling for the
1996 presidential nomination.

Lost opportunity? Nobody is predicting,
as many did after Barry Goldwater’s de-
feat in 1964. that the Republican Party is
about to become extinct. But many do
think the party is in danger of missing the
opportunity it seemed to have in Ronaid
Reagan’s i980s: the chance to become
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LIVING AND DYING ON BELIEFS

Republicans have always united around core

nnnctpies and do not care
oven If large groups stay
outside their ambit.

ABRAHAM
LINCOLN'S PARTY

String puller Thurlow
Weed, right, brougit New
York Whigs into the new Re-
publican Party and made it a
solid base for William Seward,
below, who as govemaot and
senator proclaimed a “higher
law" against slavery. Seward
lost the GOP nomination to
Lincoln in 1860 but became a
loyal cabinet member.
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THE HALF SHELL..

America’s natural majority party and to
win-the allegiance of the young in a way
no party has since FDR'’s Democrats.
For in 1992, the question is not just
which party will win but what each of the
two parties will become. The Democrats.
over their fong history, have been a col-
lection of out-groups who managed to
become the in-party when they came up
with a governing formula capable of as-
sembling a majority: Clinton looks 10
many like the first nominee since 1968
with such a formula. The Republicans’
formula for success has been very differ-
ent. They. have always been more cohe-
sive. united around a central faith held
with something like religious tenacity.
Unlike the Democrats. they have never
been much concerned if some large
groups stayed entirely outside their tent:
if they did not share the faith. tough luck
{an attitude that proved the downfalil of
Herbert Hoover and Goldwater). Bush's
current woes relate to the party’s latest
central faith: Reaganism. His own com-
mitment to its tenets is in question. and
Reaganism itseif, especially its econom-
ics. is under relentless attack.
Historically. Republican sentiment
had its roots in an upwelling that histori-

an Jon Butler describes as “New England
e-._'angelicalism." [t spread in the Yankee
diaspora that produced Prohibition.
Mormonism. abolitionism. women’s
rights and a scattering of white-steepled
churches and redbrick colleges in the
swath of northern America from New
England to lowa, The Republicans of
1860 were largely New England Yankees
and their westward-migrating progeny.
plus Pennsylvanians hungry for a tariff
and German-Americans wary of slavery.
They won the presidency -
with only 39 percent of the
popular vote. But with the
breathtaking confidence of -
New England transcenden-
talists. the party proceeded
to lead the nation in a civil
war and to enact what the
young James Garfield
called “an industrial revo-
lution” —high tariffs. {ree
homesteads. land-grant
colleges, a transcontinental
railroad. All that shaped
much of the nation in the
Yankee image.
Republicans had their
scamps as well as saints.

Hoover. His obstinacy
cost the parry—and the
nation —dearly.

There were machine wirepullers like
New York's Thurlow Weed and Ohio’s
Mark Hanna and practical politicos like
William H. Seward. Weed’s protégé
who became governor, senator and
Abraham Lincoln’s secretary of state.
and William McKinley, who as Hanna’s
protégé in 1896 inaugurated three dec-
ades of Republican national majorities.

But Republicans also had leaders of
high intellect and broad vision. like Lin-
coln. Theodore Roosevelt and the Es-
tablishment New York
Jawvers and financiers who
became top appointees in
just about every 20th-cen-
tury administration from
TR on. Yet however <os-
mopolitan their leaders.
Republican voters and
politicians held fast 10 2
central faith in what his-
torian Robert Kelley calls
the ~core culwre” of the
Yankee Protestant heart-
land: a steadv framework
that encouraged the vir-
tues of hard work. honesty
and traditional morality.
[n the New Deal vears und
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dter. Republicans <oughi 1o
~elter small towns —ihe oar-
VS CQTLET OF gravity — from e
sssauits of nanonabzing ou-
feaucrats. labor unions, rig-
«ity political bosses and South-
<IT Segregalionisis,
Transformation. The Repub-
licans were aware of the ast
movement from the country-
side 10 the big cities— that’s
why they fierceiy resisted one-
person-one-vote districts. And
they feared New Dealers were
right in believing that history
was moving from free markers
toward socialism. Republicans
argued fiercely among them-
~eives about whether 1o trv 1o
roll back the New Deal (Robert
Tult's position 1n the 1940s) or
1o support just enough of it to
win majorities and keep gov-
cmment out of the hands of the
urions and citv machines [the
Dewey position). But however
heated the argument. their cen-
tral faith in the small-town vai-
ues of Yankee Protestantism
remained strong for 100 vears.
Then. in the 1960s. just as
the Democrats lost their for-
mula for governing, the Re-

TEDDY ROOSEVELT'S
PARTY

In 1896, GOP boss Mark Han-
na raised huge sums to elect
his hero, William MclGnley,
below, and begin a long
stretch of GOP dominance,
Roosevelt took over after
MciGnley was shot,
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publican central faith was
transformed. Its center of
gravity shifted from the small town to
the suburb. from the Northeast and
Great Lakes to the South and the West.
Sixty-four -percent of Thomas Dewey's
votes in 1948 were cast east of the Mjis-
sissippi and north of the Potomac and
Ohio: only 41 percent of George Bush’s
came from the same region.

These new Republicans were reori-
enting their beliefs at the same time cul-
tural conflict in America was changing.
Through 1960. Americans were largely
split along religious lines — Catholic vs.
Protestant. After 1960, as James Davison
Hunter points out in “Culture Wars.”
tradition-minded Protestants. Catholics
and Jews were increasingly pitted
against liberation-minded Protestants,
Catholics and Jews. The central Repub-
lican faith of the three Reagan electoral
majorities eschewed the cultural [iberal-
ism of Yankee Republicans. Planned
Parenthood membership gave way to op-
position to abortion: the Yankee reform-
1st and ledger-balancing impulses were
eclipsed by hostility to government ac-
tion and indifference to deficits.

With this new central faith. Republii-
vans built national majorities in the 19805
that looked like the Democratic major-

ities of the 1940s. Bush in 1988. like
Franklin Roosevelt in 1944, ran strongest
in the South. next strongest in the West:
he narrowly carried the string of indus-
trial states from New York to Missouri
and lost the upper Midwest. The party’s
heart now lay in the new suburban ex-
panses of Florida. Texas and California.
where half the population growth in the
1980s took place: traditionally reiigious,
skeptical of government. hostile to taxes
and nationalistic on foreign policy.
Does Bush share this
central faith? To many, he
seems to have lapsed from
being a 1980s Reagan Re-
publican 1o a 1940s Dewey
Republican—to embody
the Northern Yankee ap-
peal of Gerald Ford. the
onlv. Republican nominee
in the last quarter century
o lose. Bush's selections
for three top jobs—Dan
Quayle as vice president,
Lee Atwater as party chair-
man and John Sununu as
White House chief of
staff —seemed 10 share the
Reagan Republican faith —

Goldwater. Ou: of his
defear, the party's new
principles were forged.

and Quavle has kept ir. But Atwater was
disabled by cancer in early 1990. And
later that vear. Sununu. along with Of-
fice of Management and Budget Direc-
tor Richard Darman. moved Bush to re-
nounce his “no new taxes” pledge and
support a deficit-cuiting deal that was a
reversion to the moderate Republican-
ism of the Dewey era.

At least two identifiable groups of
disgruntled Republicans are coming to
Houston —one spawned by Bush’s her-
esy on taxes. [t is made up
of conservatives who have
advocated an aggressive
reform agenda. including
some who will be featured
speakers: Housing and Ur-
ban Development Secre-
tary Jack Kemp. former
Education Secretarv Bill
Bennett and House Mi-
nority Whip Newt Ging-
rich. Bush gets no credit
with them —and not much
with anyone else —for pas-
sage of the Clean Air Act.
the Americans With Dis-
abilities Act or the 1991
Civil Rights Act. And his
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attention 1o these causes has overshad-
owed his administration’s proposals that
embrace the issues these activists are
pressing. such as reform in the public-
sector institutions that aren’t working
satisfactorily —education. health care
and welfare. So. these discontents wiil
be trving to push. nudge. wheedle. ca-
jole and. if necessary. bamboozie Bush
into being the kind of Republican they
want. They also hope 10 salvage the sud-
denly faltering chances of Republicans
in congressional elections and to create
a united image that might produce a
party-line victory. in contrast 1@ 1936.
1977 and 1984. when Republican presi-
dents were re-elected but Democrats
heid control of Congress.

Painful fight. On another side of the
party are those who want to modify or
delete the antiabortion plank in the par-
tv’s platform. With his New England
Yankee background. Bush has long felt
compelled to prove (0 cultural conserva-
tives that he supports every jot and tittle
of the abortion foes’ agenda—ecven
though it is unpopular with the young
voters on whom the party's future de-
pends and will lead to the most painful
convention fight. Barbara Bush herself
told U.S. News and other reporters [ast
week that abortion should not be ad-
dressed in the party platform: “I'm say-
ing abortion should not be in there. ei-
ther pro or con. It’s a personal choice
{and] the personal things should be left
out of platforms and conventions.”

Ann Stone, the consuitant who heads
Republicans for Choice, argues that
government should take the minimalist
role on abortion conservatives call for
on so many other issues. She contends
that young voters —strongly Republican
from the Reagan 1980s until this
spring —are overwhelmingly opposed to
the ban on abortion that Bush backs,
though they do accept some limitations
like requiring parental notification. An
MTV poll of Americans under 30
showed 76 percent against government
involvement in abortion but 67 percent
in favor of parental notification.

Both groups of angry Republicans
are aiming to influence not just the
campaign but also how a second Bush
administration and the 21st-century ver-
sion of the party will govern. To be de-
termined at Houston is not just whether
Bush can turn this campaign around
and put himself back in the race for the
White House. Also at stake is whether
the Republican Party can construct a
political appeal consistent with its cen-
wral faith and capable. once again. of
winning a national majority. e

By MICHAEL BARONE
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We've read his lips, deciphered his sentence iragments.
cheered him and scorned him and sent him to the White
House. But as MARJORIE WILLIAMS reports, we sull
don’t get it: We can’t see that, for better or for worse,
George Herbert Walker Bush is the same guy he was
before we projected the leadership thing onto him. And
speaking of knowing: On Page 11, in an excerpt from
his new book, RICHARD BEN CRAMER takes us back
to those tension-filled days in 1986 when Bush was
terrified that he’d never be president because of what

he knew—or didn’t know—about the Iran-contra affair.

ILLUSTRATIONS BY TIM GABOR
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vould take a
marriage counseior—<omeone. at

ANV rate, versed In the reaim oI the

irrational—:o understand.

In the 17 montns suice the ena of America s war :n irag,
oublic opimon about George Bush has toucnea not one but two
rer edges of the known gaiaxy of presiaential popuiarity.
First. in Marcn of last vear. he scored the mehest approvai rat-
.ags of anv president since Worid War II. Then. in June of this
¥2ar, ne plunged to the lowest levei of public esteem ever mea-
sured. in the same postwar era, for a president late 1 s first
rerm. (Worse than Ford. that means, Worse than Carter.)

First he was the cool customer who had taken on Saddam
Hussein: who had banished the ghost of Vietnam: who had re-
stored Amenca's iaith in itself. To read the papers or watch
TV. you'd have thought that words like "resolve” and “firm"
were actuaily part of his name. He was unbeatable.

Now he is. in the words of Time magazine. “the incredible
shrinking president.” Mired in an endless recession, he 15 wide-
Iy said to offer no domestic vision, no articulable plan for his
second term; he is derided. by the conventionai wisdom that
emanates from inside the Beltway. as a feartut ditherer who
hasn’t even been able to assemble a competent political cam-
paign. In the definitive formuiation of Arsemo Hall, he has be-
come “George Herbert irregular-heart-beatng, read-my-line-
lipping, slipping-in-the-poils, do-nothing, deficit-raising, make-
less-monev-than—Nﬁﬂxe-me-Mnt&House-dog-last-vear Quayle-
loving, sushi-puking Bush!”

Sureiy there's something crazy about a poiitical culture that
can take such a massive shift of perception in stride. Granted,

ere are o e tERg|o— T
LTenC SUUTER VI LS DrEsIgent. JU0 Culud BEVARE L e
Iy A SSeTE AN DALY rSoRraTINndy

LR LI vl 0
<330 SUICE [e WAS [0MINAIST [0 Redd e LLA, 1 oy n— olner

TATas,

25 ONE 83 10 2% 6eeN UNIOrTENl [ AN0W Wi Lenrat
TUSH 13 ang wnal a2 s reahy JXKe— o ox Joel DrELDY Lol
-1IOWT! QUAnCity. - .@ DOSIIVE ARG Red3ilve Ainoules s Ien
nd CTIUCS cescriped back then are mlare or (ess Lne sine une:
COTErS CIie 1oaav. [ Lese qualties nave mage thewr tows, o reg
var cveles. 1930, 1884 ana 1985: ana us cenavior ot ance
37 2004 and Ul fas peerl clearlv reaied 1o tnem.

't mav oe comiorung o Presigent Bush, irom nis vantage
~OInL dOWnN There 10 (e J5 percent Gsproval range, o reddl

e

SUIATIVE VITTUES Tearscoveren. Bul a3 & COMMENt on sur pout
.3l maruriey, 1t snould give the rest of us pause.

1 the eve of George Bush's final general eleciion campalen
115 Worlh {aKIng SIocK Of Now nilen 2ad NOW racicany we nave
“Ranged our Minds dboul TS man. 2'ecune ana lhen 4iscov
=7UE, GUAlN ANd aCdll. (N8 ~alle LIsic ety (&l na3 Gez!
-here 21l along,

AF COURSE. BUSH HAS GIVEN U3 LOTS OF HELP IN BLUZRIN
4is basic outlines.

This zon of Greenwich, Cunn.. :23rted out. aszer all.
camouriage of a Goidwarer conservative. outiitteq to niend sl
‘5e jandscape of hus adoptea Texas. When ne ran tor tne Senal
:n 1964 he opposed the nuciear 1est oan treaty. cauea Medrear
“zocialized meaicine” ana hammerea Democrat Ralpn Yarbo
rougn for favorme the public accommodations section of t
1964 Civil Rights Act—positions that got him nicely throuen .
bruising primary. (By the fall campaign, however. when 1t wa
clear that the nationai ticket was going down to epic defeat, tht
name Goldwater rarelv crossed candidate Bush's patrician lips.

Two vears later. running for the House, he eased to the left
he wooed his district’s black vote, and in 1968 he cast a vote it
favor of open housing. But as a presidential candidate in late.
vears, he would follow the southern strategy that Richarc
Nixon pioneered in 1968—luring white southerners from thu
Democratic Party by playing on racial tensions, notably witi
the specter of Willie Horton.

During his four vears in Congress, Bush devoted so muc:
time to family planning poticy that House Ways and Mean.
Committee Chairman Wilbur Mills gave him the nicknam:
“Rubbers.” But when Ronald Reagan invited Bush to be his run
ning mate in 1980, Bush's profile as a Planned Parenthoed Re
publican swiitly changed. He was now flatly opposed to abortior
rights, and in favor of a constitutionai amendment. to end them.

moIne
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agan—andiv.” And (nsuen ne naa cnine:
2ts Reagan oroposea it tne 1980 campaign. e wn
Aty e s3me note 1n.ms own 1988 enmoalen, &5
*'ag@ mv LTI N0 new [axes.”

Sy the ume ne became prestoent. lhen, oolge bUss nad a
sensioie vorld.
~15 INCOMSISIENCY Would have maae It easler, TZiher (130 nare-
-7, fOr VOLET: 10 [0orm a Jonstank view of o ~=2 hat
-3W TS expeqlency :fsaf s the most consisient tneme of s
‘areer,

“Why have we nave grested mm, Ggain and dgam, witn Iresn
“Arprise’

e m

irndg,

L7 FIRST #E SEEMED T0O GOOD TN BE TAUE. SPANNING
Jme. of the Zrowing 1issures 1 our politics. in a tvpical com-
~ent during Busi's 1970 Senate race. cotummsts Rowiana Ev-
=5 and Robert Novak wrote, "Bush—voung ' 181, hanczome, &
Junnecricut Yankee turnea Houston otiman—:s a eutenng
~xponent oi tne ‘moaern’ school of soutnern Kepuntcans as
‘antrasteg wtn the “couminves., ™ e was ine future of e
T2xas Repubiicans—uonservatve put noL {00 CONSETVALIVe.
This was ine pnase tn wnich journaiists catied Bush tetegenic.
~ven “artctiate.” Why. il he won a seat ;1 tne senaie. nere
was no tetling what he might do. Perhaps Nixon woula repiace
sgnew wunmmin TS L.

Aut he never won the Zenate seat. :And by the nme ne had
ione Nixon s and then Geraid Ford's bidding at the United Na-
-ions, the Republican National Committee and the 1.5, Mission
‘n China. a more quoudian view of Bush had settied in. He was
competent, and loval. as far as that went. but he had been
passed over thrice for the vice presidency: he seemed to bave
Tore titles than achievements to show. “George Bush . . . may
have the abiities necessary to bring off a monumentally difficult
assignment.” wrote the New Republic's John Osborne of Bush's
nomunation to be ClA director. “If he does. they have escaped
the notice of acquaintances who admire him for his amuability
and his competence in handling less demanding tasks.”

in the 1980 campaign, Bush was rediscovered. He was a
fresh face at the level of presidential politics. and his surprise
victory in the lowa caucuses made him. briefly, a media favor-
ite. He called himseif a “moderate conservative,” whatever that
was—obut he did seemn reassuringly middle-of-the-road in a race
:hat inciuded Ronald Reagan, Phil Crane, John Connaily and
Bob Dole. To eastern establishmentarians, he promised a re-
turn 1o sanity aiter the wild internecine bicodlettings of recent
campaigns—an attitude summed up by Michael Kramer in New
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-5 noid Mimsedt out as (e one NN e:dslc enouen 1o Boed i
cvervone. “What I'm vetting in mv POMINE NOW i» £200 Seuble
-nink ne s a uentwewgnt. Thev aun { know waere e ~tanas.”
.a1d an opponent's poilster. Momentum alone. re-anpearea o
-mmk, would carry Mim tNrouEn (e o Clon: ang wnen Tt oW
Mg turpea agamst MM, N Degan [0 seem kg ut . . . ..21nive,
He taikeq more 200UT DOUDICA] LaCcs (han apout 3sues. untiL
paly, a0VISErs Degan mullerng (o Teporters asoul 2N &n
-;3u€s 03se unger Mm —very muen the way Bush aqvisers 138
- a4y ADOUL SUTTOUNAINE thelr nin With a domestc poicy.

Ty campaign's end. Bush's image naa returned w62 Work-
1gay LruLn opservea four Vears curier oy Usborme. & o iailili:
-9 Post eaiforial summarizea Busn as 3 center-rignt. raak
~Onanst, cslapNsNMent-oriented. ¢ JmDetent government 1ure
v“ho showed himseil to be resiient Sut not especlally cresigen-
-jai 1 the campaign Ne ran 10 the past coupie of vears.”

"1 the vice Dresidency ns IMage WOorsened. reacnng is low
somt 1n 1984. during tne secona Reagan-Busn campaign. L.
~AI7 Decause e Was runmng 2gainst @ WOoman. ne fcemea un-
nerveq. snnil. “t2sty.” He haa. reporters wrote knowingiy. *.
high-strung side.” [n the woras of another Wasnington Past
editoriai, “he seems to reveai himseif. as ail viewers of ‘Dallas
«viil long since have noticed. as tne Cliff Barnes of Amernicac
poiitics;-blusterlng. Opporturistic. craven and hopelessiy in-
affective all at once.”

Similar language followed him mto his presidential race ir
1988. He was seen as patheticaily deferenual to Ronald Rea-
gan; in the vicious formulation of {Garry Trudeau, he hgd placec
his manhood in a blind trust. "Fighting the ‘Wimp Factor.””
read the famous Newsweek cover that appeared the week Bust
officially launched his campaign.

By the time of the Republican convention, Democratic nom-
inee Michael Dukakis was up 17 points in the poils: all Busi
oifered, said Time magazine. was “a resume without a ranion
ale.” Polls showed that more than 40 percent of voters had :
negative optnion of Bush. )

But over the next four months, America’s idea of Georg:
Bush turned its most astonishing somersauit yet. By January
he was a new man: Why, in retrospect, he had been a toreor
dained winner. On Inauguration Day, he was seen 1o be a ma;

it
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T Drelernatural grace: <ive of [ive nne cnum=sn, =os “hine
~iVer FoX: & cool-heagea tenaer come & ~--Iure anvarnment
2 TNE eule 3 SO Dresigent.

Shich Hrings us to the roe ol the press,

F COURSE. ALL NEW PRESIDENTS ARF JRANTED Z0ONEY-
ASL. and the press. €3ger [0 CUITY ACCeSs 11 5 Néw AammIstra-
“i0n, 13 DAppy Lo ooitge.

But there 15 a longer mistory to the meaia's fickle treatment

t George Bush. The press has long peen 1ne cnief venicle by
vhich America has nventeq ang remventea Bush—si0stlv 191
‘mpersonal. even accidental reasons that are :nerameda m the
necnanics of poiitical journalism.

The mam thing 15 the need for a storv: There s o Aeat m
“2pOrtng that George Bush 1s pretiy mucn the same guy he
"vas [he st tme the reader or viewer casckea m. nenjoving
Ine -same $xilis. acung out the same imitauions. [he reporter
1o can discover a new shade of meamune, a smit. 1s e raport-
" WNO.N3s & story: the bigger the sut. (ne pizger the story.

In aqdition. the conventions of mamstream purnaiism make
it difficuit 1o take a steady bead on a public figure., it wouid have
“aen hard. in 1988, to Jind & dozen ournausis 10 Washingron
wno believed George Bush's pledge that ne wouid not raise
“ixes—70ot because thev couid prove any specuic intent to de-
<2IVE 0N Nis part, but because they knew tne math that wouid
contront him once he actually had to govern. ana thev knew him
is a late, unpersuasive convert to the supply-side religion. But
inamstream journalism affects a neutrality that forbids pressmg
an argument—Hhowever common-sensicai—nat a canardate 15
iving.

Finaily, George Bush's gyrating reputation 1s the fruit of a
fairly new fad in potiticai journalism: an Increasing tolerance for
the whole idez of self-transformation.

Consuder just a brief period during the 1988 campaign, in
which Bush was credited.more than once with rémnventing him-
self. The GOP convention, scripted down to the sentence. was
greeted by the press as a transformative event in the life of
George Bush. The Washington Post. in a Iront-page story, de-
scribed Bush as “casting aside his old identty as Reagan's vice
president.” Wrote Post columnist David S. Broder, “From the
moment he arrived here to claim the nomination, he seemed
taller. looser. funnier—and more purposefui.”

At the center of the drama was what all the pundits agreed
was his “crucial” acceptance speech. Never mind that ail the
credit for the themes and language of the speech went to writer
Peggy Noonan: Bush’s delivery was covered as a magnificent
act of political reincarnation. The New York Times reported
that “after eight often trying vears. jhe| became what he had
always ciaimed he was: his own man.” Added 2 Times editorial,
"What was most striking about his speech is how tirmly he
grasped the wimp epithet and turned it inside out . . . [ntimacy
and modesty radiated from the TV screen.”

This was followed. of course, by a stashing fail campaign dis-
tinctly lacking in intimacy and modestv. For a few anxious
months the press wrung its hands about Bush's tactics—the
Willie Horton ads, the flag factories. the stigmatization of what
Bush cailed “the Aaaay-Ceee-Elil-Yoo.”

But immediately after Bush won the presidency, he was once
again seen to transform himself. He disowned the divisive SV~
bolism that had driven his campaign, and the press greeted the
change not as an act of hypocrisy but as the naturai move of a
statesman. Under the front-page headline “BUSH'S METAMOR-
PHOSIS: FROM LOYAL SUBORDINATE TO SELF-ASSURED LEAD-
ER." The Post observed that Bush had “recast himseif as a
statesman far removed from the frav of the campasen that had
JORSUMe him oniy days nefare . . . Uver the next LU weeks, he
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BUT TS THE YOTERS. I THE END. WHO SONSUME THI
~hEes Coneoclen b‘\' pOULICIANS and fervea up oy ing mea:_a:_".zn_r
Nave CIen DUSA M wid rde Irnm v Cercent ¢own 1o 3. L i
:3 Wnere CMENOsis MIZRL hest 0é made by 4 gooa marriage
L ounseior. zomeone Gccusiomed o understanding extreme icel-
1185 43 DArt Of  ;Arger svstenl. r ¥ i i3 [l Nabpensiance i
Busih's new recora-low popularity was preceaed bV a recorc
aigh: the rwo extremes are pari .of a single d_mam:;:

71§ the COMIMON. UNSPOKeN QVREmiC Rt ungeriies 30 mam
aery marriages, 1o which eacn partner mvests in the other tne
-asponsiDIiTY for whatever 1t 12 that pams them. ihen t'm_ngs
are gomg well. the spouse seems omnpotent. iarger than Lfe:
Hut when thungs are gong padly. 1115 ail his fauit.

How much easter to hold unreatistic expectations or one's
mate—and then diame lum when ne fails to meet them—:thar.
o examinte those expectations closeiv, and give awav our fonc
iilusions. The more biindly faith is mvested. the more bitter the
ultimate blame. _ _

At the aitar George Bush told us, like Reagan before nim.
that he could give us everything we wanted: that we deservec
1o pay lower taxes and get a constant t"iqw of goodjges irom the
government. And we have shown, again and again. that we
would rather marry that sweet lie than act on a true under-
standing of our situation.

But 1t's not Bush's fauit that we bought the con. [t was al-
ways a sham. and the deficit—which now sutfocates so many
possible solutions to the probiems that surround us. from the
2conomy 1o the mner cities—the deficit is the enormous resuit
of our illusions. And now that the lie is crumbling, there is
something dishonest about our insistence on blaming the liar.

In reaiity. George Bush is the same oid husband today that
he was a vear ago: He'd rather watch a ballgame than ciean out
the guttérs: and he's fabulous at parties, but he's not much
good with the kids. ' o

And while he’s done his best to-obscure these basic facts ol
his narure (it takes two to tango, any marriage counseior wiil
tell vou), it’s not his fault that we've never taken the respon-
sibility of facing up to where we are. and what we need to do:
and to whether he is the man who can partner us in that.

Over the next three months. you may be sure that the Bush
campaign will profier further astonisning shifts in Bush’s cha;:
acter and fortunes: vou can:bet too that he and his handlers wiii
find a willing audience in at least some segments of the media.
The oniy unknown is what use voters will decide to make ot
George Bush this time: which idea of him will prove the most
satistving. o o

We wiil either find a way to become infartaied with him
again, or eise we wiii appiv the age-oid remedy r'ar'_disillusipn-
ment. and throw the bum out. But m the absence of any etfort
to understana the sick dvnamic of the atiraction in the first
place—zt0 acknowledge how thorouenly we have been ruied by
“e fantasy of rescue—unu KNOW now that storv ends:

Ve aiwavs marry another one 1usi ke m. o




The Houston Astrodome will be rilled during ithe GOP convention
this week with claims that George Bush is embracing a new agendda.

SIGAF.

" b

old-fashioned Washington establishment. There is
little chance he can break the capital’s shackles.

ic challenger Bill Clinton by 21 points.. 38

rom [he. start. George Bush | LS. News poll shows he trails Democrat-
8 sketched his presidency In pastels

rather than primary colors. Except
for his "no new taxes” piedge and his
promise to continue the Reagan prosper-
itv by creating 30 million jobs. the signa-
rure, phrases of the Bush
<ra have been fuzzy maxims
ot accommodation: The
age of the oftered hand. A
ihousand pomts of light.
Kinder and gentler. Bush
has based his presidency al-
most solely on his own good
intentions. and his convic-
:dion that benevolent lead-
ors of the Washington es-
“ablishment courd reason
wgether und work out
.America’s problems.

Yet four vears later.
Bush’s governing philoso-
puy Is in aters and his
sresidency at Tisk. A new

|

to 37 percent* (story. Page 32). At the
core of the president’s dilemma is the
fact that. after 2 protracted recession and
amid a policy-making paralvsis. his roie
asa Washington insider has
become a crippling iiabiliry.
a symbol of his isolation
from the nation’s-concerns.
In the U.S. News poil. more
than half the voters say
" Bush has vbeen in Wash-
" ington too long.” By a 33-
10-28 percent margin. they

think Clinton would be
" more able to ger things ac-

compiished (by contrast
_ Bush had puiled almost

even with Michael Dukakis
at the start of the 1988 con-
vention). Aad 60 percent
say the Arkansas governor
has a better understanding

And there will be evidence aplenty that he has overcome s

 recent diffidence in avor o a hard-hiiting campaigin e
~ against Bill Clinion. Is a real Bush makeover n
progress? Not likely. The president is a
fullv formed character. steeped in the genteel ways of the

of ordinary pgopie’s needs. Just as dis-
tressimg, those who know him best say
Bush may be incapable of real change.
He appears to be a prisoner of ‘his-patr-
cian commitment 1o rule by a governing
elite. guided by common sense rather
than a spirit of Innovation or a ciear 1de-
ology. Even in his area of greatest exper-
tise. foreign affairs. rriends.say Bush has
vet to find a umving philosophy (0 re-
place the bipolar zereerst of the coid war.

The arrival of James Baker iast week
at the helm of Bush's life—his White
House and his cimpaign —was heraided
as a breakthrougn. Partisans hope Bak-
er will persuade Bush of the need 1o

. develop 1 serious fong-term domestic

1

agendu, Cortani. the party’s con-
vention this wees. the Astrodome wiil
be filled with taik about change. Bush is
reportedly considering whether 10 an-
nounce what one e cailed "a new do-
mestic mission” Jr his second term.
possibly hy adooung ¢tements ot a con-
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.envanve reform agenda that inciudes
ddie-class tax cuts offset in whoie or
in part by a new consumption tax.

But those who know him best say that
.wer the long run. the president wiil nev-
-r be committed o radical reform. “He
it always come back to his roots.” saysa
‘riena. “George Bush will never shake
things up-—net now. not in a second
.orm. He doesn’t think there’s anything
L naamentaily wrong with the system.”

4 jong-FUNning parior game over the
wears has focused on which of Bush’'s
manv home’ towns best defines him:
Greenwich., Conn.: Kennebunkport.
‘laipe. or Midland. Texas. But most
~jayers miss the most obvious choice.
“Zusn 15 actuaily most ar home in Wash-

L AEWS POLL BY PRINCETON SURVEY
AESEARCH ASSOCIATES OF 1.206 ADULTS
i REGISTERED \ NTERSL AUGUST d-4.
PLRGEN OF ERROR 13 PLUS OR MINUS 3
CRCENTAGE POINTS

| ington and its establishment satellites —
the places he’s lived as'a congressmar.
Republican national chairman. ambas-
sador. director of central intelligence

!
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and vice president. Among other things,

this has steeped him in the mores of

ventility and compromise
thar characterized the cap-
ital's oid order.

Bush's instinet to accom-
modate was instiiled by his
conservative ‘tfather. Sem.
Prescott Bush. and by his
mother. Dorothy Walker
Bush. who tfrowned on con-

- frontation and excessive

displays of individuality. [t
was reinforced by the go-
along-to-get-along cuiture
Bush encountered as a con-
gressman from Houston in
[967. In his autobiography.
“~Looking Forward.” Bush
says he lzarned “four rules

TOO LONG

b LONGEVITY
. HELPS

A

i of
| vour ho
rather t

leadership™: Mever g2t personal. do

53%

38%
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mework. use power to persuade
han intimidate and be consider-
ate of the needs of colleagues.

These rules. thougi, seem less suited
10 modern presidential leadership. Busi

recoils from steps that can
serve 1 chief executive
weil — conironting adver-
saries (o get, his way and
going gver their heads 1o
appeal to some nadonal
purpose. He places primary
emphiasis on good reiations
with  coileagues and
friends. not on legisiative
achievement. ~With all his
vast energy. his gregarious
personaiity and his spirit of
compromise.” saysalrend.
-he woud have made a ter-
rific Senate majority leader
rather than president.”
In the month afrer nis

-
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30P weaned. Busi learnea ius
Sepublicamsm rom s ather. o
AP senaror. dTwen Busit moved o
TXUS. e HOOd Creale o paimy
FUINZANION 17 o BIICE WHOre
Twemacrars red. did e was di
Lrent supporer of Bame Goldwarer
<opind gnove, He came 1o
SSRron s J congressman m fUnT
W LVCHIIG YT TOLRE R IVeNTIe OF
Sichard Moo, wedr reiie Wi made
“usir Lnied N OO diPassador.

seenon in iSS, Bush made his incre-
nentalist pians clear. He word Kev- aavis-
-rsthatfre aidn’t think verv much needed
“r Pe ddne 1n ms st {efm. eXcept o
addiress ihe iingerine pronlems ot educa-
{on. the environment. the disabied and
child care. Plans to right crime. poverty.
Jiscrimination and other social ills. he
“ruged, were better left to staes, {ocai
communities and individuals. He also |
i0id aides that he shared Richard Nixon's
view that the economy was
so strong that domesuc pol-
icy would take care of it-
<elt.” That tert him free 10
coneentrate on foretgn af-
fatrs. his first love—a pref-
zrence that intensified
when historic upheavais ab-
<orbed his. attention in the
Soviet Union. Eastern Eu-
rope and the Middle East,

[n keeping with his view
0f gOvVeTRMENL as an insid-
ers’ game. Bush tilled his
Cabiner with seven tormer
members oI Congress, He named two |
consummate Washington insiders—
Baker and Richard Durman—:o take
wer the Key Jobs of secretary of state
and budget director. All of these moves
ensured that his administration would
he heavy on status-quo decision makers
Jna light on new ideas.

ot that his administration has been
devoud of pecomplishment. Early on.
Bush and Congress agreed on a Clean
Adr Act ana laws expanding chitd-care
hemetits, protectng the disabied and im-
proving transportation. Last week. the

'-: BUSH
: CLINTON

19r 5t il
L July anigY

president announced the successiul ne-
vouaton of the North Amencan Free
Trade Agreement. which he suvs will cre-
ate MO0 new jobs by openimng markers
in Mexico and Canada. And he orga-
nized the internatonal coalition that
torced iraq to withdraw from Kuwait.
jump-started Mideast peace talks and
reacned historic arms-reduction agree-
ments with the Soviet Union and Russia.

But manv ciose associates concede
there is an essential passiv-
itv to Bush’s outlook that.
if anvthing. has been
strengthened by the wither-
ing of his collegial worid.
To this day. Bush blames

mavericks plaving by new
Washington rules thatputa
premium on hard-edged
partisanship. ideoiogical
zealotrv and attack-dog
politics. They
Georgia Rep. Newt Ging-

his problems on political -

include -

rich. Texas billionaire Ross -

Perot and conservative commentator
Patrick Buchanan. who chailenged Bush
in the early GOP primaries this vear. The

trant they share is an unwilingness to -

compromise —something Bush cannot

understand. " He believes in negotiation. .

conciliation, discussion.” savs old friend
and former Ohio Rep. Thomas “Lud”
Ashley. " His tirst approach is to give vou
afirm handshake. look into vour eves anu
tatk about what separates vou from him.
To that extent. he's an anachronism.”
Assoclates say the president is so un-
sure of his bearings in this new, hostile

environment that ne cannot bring him-
~2il 10 LaKe FISKS ¢NC2DU as a ldst resort.
He has consistentiy dismissea hold Jdo-
MeSUC-pOlICY HPUOTS ANa Was Fermireey
in his take-no-cnances sensibiiities aiier
fecling burnea in %90 by the inramous
hudget deaj where ne broke his no-new-
taxes piedge und aereed to a pact that has
nevertheless iailed 1o cut the ueficit
Washingron's “wise men~ had rlunked
the test, he teit. ana his caution grew,
Last vear. with Bush's job-approval
ratings dropping. Housing Secretary
Jack Kemp suggested a veto of a kev
appropriations biil to maneuver Con-
cress into approving full funding tor the
administration’s urpan policy. Kemp.
<avs one aide. “was practicaily on his
hands and knees™ asking the White
House to challenge Congress. He also
suggested that Bush ar least strike one
provision of the bill that would have
halted tederal aid to iocal housing au-
thorities that run projects with high va-
cancy rares. Bush rerused both requesis
and signed the bill rather than nsk los-
ing 52 billion for the NASA space sta-
tion. which was inciuded in the measure.
After the Los Angetes riots last June.
Kemp saw an 0ppoTiunity 1o push tor hus
“reform agenda” that includes urban en-
terprise zones and [€nant ownership ot
public housing. But Bush could not sce
the value or'the message because ne dis-
trusted the messenger. who ran against
Bush for the presidancy in 1988 and has
iong been a ieader of conservative acts-
ists. Kemp 1s not a “i2am plaver.” Bush
told aides. What brietly caught the presi-
Jent's fancy was an 1dea floated by poliii-
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_.1 advisers that ne <peny a nizht in the
- e of 2 black mimster in south-central
Cos Angeies. [T was exacty tne kKind ot
~upiic-relations-driven gesiure (nat has
urked so much o1 his presidency, Butin
~e end. Bush dropped the idez wnen the
SEUTel Service obecied [T TSeCuriy red-
s Kemp's compreneasie reform
sgenda was allowed 10 ~Mnk vut vt sight.

Ina triumph of hope vver experience.
~emp and other congervauves ure now

“uohc.lv urging Bush to wdoot sull an-

other dramatic agenda 1or his second
-erm. But Bush has retectea much less
Jramatic proposais betore. such as con-
-ervative suggesuons that he provoke
_onstitutional fiafts with Cungress by
using Texecutive authority” 10 index
“mual vains taxes to the rate ot infla-
on .md veto paricularly otfensive “line
‘tems’ that are part of spending bills.
The reason Bush backed away (rom
hose rights illustrates the key wav in
h nlch his decision-making stvie mulitates
wainst the bold stroke. He has no over-
.rehing woridview of s own. And he
_ompartmentaiizes Jdeeision making —
quethmo he learned at the Central In-
elligence Agency. Thus. tie relies heavily
' a handtul of ]\é\ aides wnose b titles
awve them the autnority to give him the
sl word on important issues. When
3ush's leaui advigers, White House coun-
~l Bovuun Uray und Attorney General
“Villiam Barr. sent him memos conciud-
g that the ling-1tem veto and the capi-
sal-gains-indexing schemes were proba—
iy ulemu the president simply accented
“eir judgment without reterenee w s
arger pollcal gouts.

Baker and others beiieve nar over-
COMANG i3 uum:meas [0 u:xmrom Lun-

Buan nas reDeateuiv ignored advice 0

GOP fixture. Bush riffeq o
Sy resume tv pecommg U P
AP RIS DN PR AN
Ui reie drid 1er soriins e
directoror e CLA varune e
Fora vears. Susit priacd 0
soRle OF AS FHaRdgemen] s\
wibe oo

s muen better enance siter ths lecton.
Under scrutiny. Unc o the things para-
. hzing Bush, besides a5 OWn [emMoCri-
¢ ment. is his growing precccupanion with

do <o, largeiv because Congress 15 an bad notices and character aacss mn e
msunon he came (o fove dunng Iourqj(pre:.: Barbara Bush told L5, News and

vears inere
warned bv {riends like House Minorty
[ eager Bob Michel that Congress bash-
ing would hurt GOP incumbents as well
18 Democrats. After aides asked him to
lampaste Senate Demo-
cratic leaders recently for
blecking his proposals on
crime  and  economic
crowth, Bush shook his busl
heaa. He said he couldn’t TNEE
do it because he'd inevita- i
bly need the senators’ help
later on other issues. such
as possible contirmations
1o she Supreme Court.
Baker mav bhe uble 10
persuade Bush 1o sharpen
his ditferences with Con-
gress on X reform and
Atper 1ssues, «nd the presldent curejy
wiil launch broadsides against congres-
<ional Democrats this week. But his
longtime aides despair that he will ever
imitate Harry Truman's give-'em- -neil
approach. Bush seemed tw conrirm
hoge doubrs in a recent intenview with

Vi s

1

05 News. smarung m Nuovemoer, ne .

~aid. politicai relationsnips in Washing-
ion could be *
harmonious tme. You've gol 50 many
new members of Congress That. reuard-
WA 0T W ho ends up with control. | think
-_.‘ere =4 chance 1o move lhll‘ll_'h [OI'\'-I{!’U

and aiso because e was )

. CLINTON 60%.

‘moved back 10 4 more

WO oLner nNew ‘sl’l"l;.l"..!.Zlnr'_'b jast week il
1 despite thewr years 1n Washington. i
. and her husband weren't prepared for
| the overwhelming media scruuny. Mrs.

| Bush recalls ~the initial shock of discov-
ering that evervthing we
(id was or major import. nY
matter how dumb it was—
like. [ don't know. swinging
a golf dub or aomemmu

5 iz

yyding That's a pig deal.”
ez nzils Of But 1t was only the be-
ginning. Bush complains

s Lz yun?

prwatel\' that the media
are opsessed with “plaving
goicha” and embarrassmu
people in public life. Atter
4 recent spate ot critical
news stories about wealthy
contributers who attended
cu Republu.an fund-raiser. Bush biew

“\Who's the litie 5.0.B. who's put-
ung this stuff out on the Presidents
Dinner?” he demanded. After a few
Jays, the search tor the leaker ended in
[LlFlllW and Bush was utterly frustrated
. that his own staff apparentiy was reed-
Ny Ule TUImrs.

Worst of all. Bush argues that the criti-
sism and the rumors ftave grown 0o per-
| sonal, Case in point: last week's front-

page story in the New York Post allesing
that he had an attaEwih a femaie dide n
1usd, Bush puplicly denounced ine ru-

23%

-
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JUS NEWS

~or s LT Lng Mres Busn
sotsed NS DEws el vl wil-

W10 10 ~<leaze. "hurucier Iy
a 1estie 1f vou're tajking apout
.eaung. iving, deceving, mav-
2 not keeping vows, | Jon't
now. " Mrs, Bush s ~But
"10S€ are umportant things. You
‘020 T Smear good men and good

2men wnen there’s no orool.
Tlarsjustuey.” The oresiaent
oty Irienas ne longs 1or the
“rwilizea” ¢aontal ot Ris voun-
2T Uavs wien sucn matiers nev-
-r vame up puplicly.

Yith friends like these, The
‘resiient nas peen espectaliy
.adled in recent weeks because
a3t atlies tailed to rallv o nis
cause. Frienas worry this wiii
430 dampen nis willingness in
1€ [uture 10 cnarge mto baule,
i recent private meening with
Tl husiness execuuves. nis (rus-
ranen boiied over. Tuo many
Reopunlicans, ithe president
complained. were “queasy’ about de-
iending him publicly hecause he was
Jown in the polls. Harking pack to World
War Il he told the husned executves
that he will always remain graterul to the
piiot o his escort piane. cailed a “wing-
man.” when he was shot down in the
South Pacific. Bush said that as he
bobbed helplessiv in the water. his wing-
man risked his life by circling overhead
and chasing off Japanese partrol boats
iong enough for the tuture president to
i*e rescued by a submarine. [ wouldn't be
here today. Bush declared. if my wing-
man hadn’t staved with me. and he asked
the business ieaders to stay with him in
his current hour of need.

Besides the character traits that
Jampen his capacity to lead boidly. Bush
ilso has been physicallv drained by the
oresidency. Adthough he is still vigorous.
the frantic pace has worn him down and
he is starting to look his age of 68.
Friends say he can’t jog as fast as he used
o and becomes fatigued more easilv.
~He’s realized that there’s onlv so much
vou can do in one day.” savs an oid
triend. "By 7 o'clock at night he knows
it's ume 10 stop worrving to make sure
he's thinking clearly the next dav. He
<10ps to collect himself. He finally knows
he'can’t go helter-skelter any more.”

No crusades, please. The last and per-
haps most immutable hindrances to
Bush’s capacitv to change uand take
charge are his scant interest n ideas and

nis unease at leading showv trusades. .

Even making the case 1or his own re-
section olten comes nard. Some (riends

say that after nearly four vears of presi-
denual deference. Bush finds the pros-
pect of getung down in the muck of
campaigning an unhappy one. Longtime
iriends suggesr that he has deveioped a
wrt of Gethsemane complex. hoping
this cup wiil pass. During two separate
White House meetings with agricuitural

l2aders and energy-industry representa- -«

tives. he simply asked each visitor in the
Rooseveit Room to look at
his proposals and compare
them with Clinton’s. [
think vou'll find. the presi-
dent suggested, [ have a
“pretty good record.” Sev-
eral aides cringed at the
understatement. But thev
expect that with Baker cail-
ing the plays. Bush will
now do better at selling his
programs.

Sull. Bash loves being
president. and he very
much wants voters to rati-
tv his performance by giving him a sec-

ond term. He realizes he must go !

through the political ordeal and has
mentaliv steeled himself for the battle.
In the 75 News qterview, Bush <aid
Clinton “hasn’t begun 1o see anvthing
hard-hitting.”

Even so. Bush still helds the old Wash-
ington insider’s view that voters won't
pay attenrion to the campaten until after
Labor Dav. He tells friends the kev 10
success 1§ the ability to “hold vour disci-
rline” und strike at the nght moment. He
~reaicts that e wiil roar trom rar benind.

as he did in 1988, sprinting to the finish
line with atracks on Clinton and a few
surprises of his own. “He's one of these
2uys who loaf througn practice.” says an
adviser. “but always get up for the game.”

His immediate goais ar this week’s
convention are 10 unity his shaky conser-
vative supporters. resurrect doubts about
Clinton’s titness for the presidency and
establish an agenda for a second term.
But more than anyvthing
else. Bush needs to show
that he can break free from
his fetters as a prisoner of
Washington. He wiil never
be a political outsider and
can never crediblv argue
that he is an agent of funda-
mental change. But he
couid set a second-term
mission [ocusing on a nand-
ful of domestic initiatives
and promising 10 use his
Washington experience to
pusn them to success.

If he does not—and he wins a second
term solely by convincing voters he is the
fesser of two eviis — he wiil be little more
than a caretaker president over the next
“pur vears. He wiil preside over an enree-
bled administrauion. disregarded at
home and perhaps shunned abroad as
irrelevant to the great issues of his time.
And that surely was not what Bush had in
mind when he strezched out his hand to
adversaries utop the (Capitol steps that
chitly inaugurar morning in 1939. k|

L WALSH
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i TIME's White House correspondents:
E depict George: Bushasa deeply”
g practical manwho-decided thatwhat:
¥ hemost wanted to:doin hisfirst term:
j. was.win'a secondtermz '

£ By: MICHAEL DUFFY and DAN GOODGAME:

OME OBVIOUS QUESTIONS AWAITED GEORGE BUSH ON
Wednesday. Nov. 9. 1988, his first day as President-
elect ot the United States of America.

WWhat were his plans? Would he move quickly to
make good on his vows to clean up the nation’s skies.
fully fund Head Start and broaden opportunities for
disabled Americans? How would he persuade lawmakers to go
along with such proposais aiter 2 campaign of ugiy attacks on
Democrats and considerable Congress bashing? How would
Bush's kinder and gentler promises mesh with his caths to halt
reguiatory red tape. rein in the Federal Government and reduce
the deficit? How would Bush do all that and still uphold his "no
new taxes” pledge?

Appearing before reporters that morning, Bush was asked
to describe his mandate. He replied, “Well. I don't know wheth-
er [ want to use the word mandate . . . I would simply say the
people have spoken. the verdict was clear, and therefore 1 will
take what I think the prime issues of the campaign were and
work constructively with Congress to attain the will of the
people.”

Bush was forecasting & great deal when he eschewed the
word mandate. His campaign had been a bewildering fugue of
mixed messages designed to hold together an unlikely coalition
of mainstream Republicans, activist conservatives, Reagan
Democrats and independent suburbanites. Bush won with a co-
alition whose demands were so contradictory that it would
prove almost impossible to govern. But then a mandate had nev-
e been Bush's objective. Getting elected was. He had assembled
a coalition not to govern, but simply to acquire the 270 electoral
votes he needed to win the presidency.

[t was only a matter of weeks after Bush’s Inauguration that
his aimless style began to worry many of his aides. Bush. they
complained. was tlitting around from St. Louis to South Korea
10 South Carolina without communicating a clear sense of his
priarities to the country or even to his staff. Only six weeks into
his term. Bush feit obliged to call 2 press conference to deny that
his Administration suffered from “drift.”

[n fact. Bush did have a strategy, and John Sununu. his
chief of staff. revealed its essence during a fractious staff ses-
<ion m his big corner otfice on the evening of March 6. 1989.
That meeting, unusual amid the informal. walk-in-anytime at-
mosphere of the Bush White House, was called at the urging of
: From Marchingin Place: The Status Qito Presidency ol Georger:
'Bush by Michael Dutly arid Dan Goodgame, pubilished by Siffon &
Schuster:- 1992 by Michael Duffy and Dan Goodgarnites.

2 S-atograons ror T1W1E 2, Siana walker
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1 9T0UD 01 Seninr omiclals. wno for weeks nad been teiling one
angther, i wnispered asiges and computer-matl messages.
ihat the Presigent was pemng naalv served ov his scarrershot
nlanning.
several senior aldes recommended that tne White rfouse
agTee on a set of legisiative nriorities ana polrical messages
and pursue inem single-mindedly over "ie next saveral
months: coorainating Busn s travel, speecnes. meetings ang—
especiallv—TV news coverage. in a theme-oi-the-week, line-oi-
the-aav routine. Hearing this. Sununu eruntea. “~No! No’ Goy-
ernment doesn ¢ work that wav!” Whar ne meant was tpat
tieorge Bush wouldn't work that wav. Weekly themes. >u-
nunu insisted. were “too confning. 100 cumbersome’ 19 suit
Bush’'s peripatetic personalitv or the political constraints that
he had inherited. Bush, uniike Ronald Reasan. did not nave a
Republican-controlled Senate. eitective controi of the House or
a clear mandate from the voters to accomplish anv specific.
hig-ticket rerorms.
Sununu then provided his aides what thev needed: not a set
ol domestic priorities so much as a politicai strategy and a wav
of understanding what Bush was up to. Whar was the singie,
overriding goal of the Bush Administration? Su-
isanold- nunu's answer: a “successtul presidency” that
fashioned would bring re-election in 1992, Next question:
i ' How can the Bush Administration best ensure that
the voters judge it a success? The answer: by put-
ting together a solid record of accomplishment on
Impose no new which to campaign in 1992: a checklist of bills
. Vistonof society passed that major constituencies would appiaud.
; g“t"’"“’”" of bills vetoed that other constituencies—particu-
efendthe larlv conservatives—had despised: and a tally of
statusquoand -, R R . -
avoid mistakes. presidential actions taken. crises handled. oppor-
R tunities seized. Sununu referred io this presiden-
tial platform in the making as “talking points.”
Here. finally, was “the vision thing"; the image Bush saw
when he imagined a better future for America was . . . himself
in the Oval Office through January 1997! Silly as it might
sound, this reveiation proved useful as “'an erganizing princi-
ple.” in the recoilection of one senior official present at the
meeting, and “gave us a quiet. internal coherence” that had
been missing until then. Bill Kristol. the chief of staff to Vice
President Dan Quayie. later explained that Sununu “had us
think of the record that we'd like the President to run on in
1992 and work backward from there.”
This approach offered another advantage. which Sununu
described as “tactical flexibility’—a nimbleness. unencum-
bered by sticky specific goals or principles. that would allow
Bush to quickly seize political opportunities as thev arose. Dur-
ing the 1988 campaign, Bush committed himself to as few spe-
cific policies as possibie. believing that such undertakings
would contine him aiter the election. After Bush teok office. his
reluctance 1o commit himselt onlv grew stronger and gained an
additional rationale: laving out to the public a clearly defined
agenda would make it more ditficult for Bush to shift his atten-
tion to unexpected crises and opportunities. at home and
abroad. that offered bigger political payofts. Budget Director
Richard Darman made this point to his colleagues at the March
6 meeting. in words that nicelv pretigured the entire term: “Re-
member, much ol how a President is going to be evaluared is
how he handles surprises. not necessarily how he handles his
own agenda.”
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JUSH THE REGULAR JOLE

Lmericans sensed that thev nad elecied a diierent surt ol Pres:-
. n{ when Leorge Bush let it sup that he showerea with his aue.
“is WilS SOMetNIng New: an emperor Wno admitied that he rat
st {or 4 lew minuies every morning) had no ctnes. The ¢is-
-psUre Was not as startiing as it might have been. Bush. Amer-
1 KMeW. or Wolld So0n learn. uwied a bowling oail. tle hatea
roccoii. He had trouble nuishing his sentences. He had a 1ancv

~state at Kenneounkport. Maine. which had been 1 nis @amnv

0T venerations. out he ran errands o own and invited 1usi

=Dout evervone to iunch. He preterred country to classical mu-
sic. The anecdotes about Bush's "normal” habits tumbled fortn
-rom White House stariers iike su manv talking points. T2
message was obvious: the President is a regular Joe. "This is
:ne orst noimai guy to hoid this ortice in 235 years. " a senor ¢a-
. i said.

<ome of these habits were not quite as advertised. During
‘he 1958 campalgn, Bush injected more of a Texas Lwang 1nio
ais voice. “Fair” became a rwo-svilable word. He no longer
.~renaed an action: he was “fixin” to” do it. Bush uid not exeize
:ll fancy words Irom his .
-acabujary. but he did spell them 7N
out svllabie by svilable. as it
reading them for the first time. -
Fven “ed-jew-cav-shun” got this
. shucks treatment. e had
4is picture taken throwing
horseshoes rather than plaving
solf or tennis. Campaign ofticials
discouraged photos of the Bush.
spread in Kennebunkport. The
vwner of an expensive speedboat
and an avid angier for the exotic
hopetish of the Florida Keys,
Bush now emphasized his love of
fishing for the humble large-
mouth bass and attended the
Bass Masters exhibition in Ala-
bama. He also let it be known
that he liked to unwind with a
heer (domestic. of course) and a
big bag of pork rinds.

As soon as he was elected,
Bush dropped most of his work-
ing-class atfectations. It turned
out that his favorite snack was
not pork rinds but popeorn, and beer gave way to vodka marti-
nis (on the rocks with lots of olives) and white wine. Bush once
again strapped his watch to a striped-cloth band that had been
banished during the campaign as too preppy. He similarly re-
sumed wearing shirts with white collar and cuffs over striped
or pastel-colored bodies: “what Roger calls my "élitist shirts,” ”
Bush joked in a reference to his savvy campaign adman and im-
age adviser, Roger Ailes.

Bush's eight years at Reagan’s side taught him a great deal
about how to be President and about how not ta be President. He
Jearned that a well-liked Commander in Chief. which Reagan
was [or most of his two terms. would be forgiven many a politi-
cal gatie or unpopular policy initiative. Bush also learned that a
President who promised too much. who raised expectations for
sweeping change, would. like Reagan. in the end be seen to fall
short of the mark. So Bush set out to endear himself to the
American public while at the same time working to lower its ex-
pectations both of him and of his presidency. )

To the task. Bush brought something special: an ironic. seif-
mocking approach to the job. He went through the motions of
being President that tradition dictated. but often with his
tongue planted in his cheek. He once gathered his advisers in
the Uval Office, placed a erystal ball on his desk and widenea his

~TORIE =
Ve T LHE OFDtS # DIDIETRnNer Ynanbed tne nicture wWren
AHIPOIOL e dide § e e U snd D pennpIer v
A, The Presiuent WARTER VOLL U RIIOW 7 Ay e regd. TTOREs

Eagles of

lecisions, )

“iim actress sjclanie wrifith revans ~anamng of e EGTY
Attside her nome 10 Aspen. Lulurido, dne watcmng e Presi-
dent's motorcade o By one uay 11.AnUst foan) Bnract wvasnot
JUSTANY qavy 1L was Aug. 2. sgn—ihe gav atter zaddam riussein
invaded Kuwait, But Bush. seeind urmth. sioppea his car, acd-
ated (he special speaker In the rear i ais mousine—sush
cotis this device “Ae. Micropnone —na harked at wrirth's
one-vear-old daughter. ~\Chat's the matter. Jakota? Never seen
1 taiking car betore?” Bush invited Dana Carvey. whose daiur-
ety Nioht Live imitations of the President were frighteningly
convincing. (o the White House. [here. quringa 13-minute Uval
Office chat. Bush and Carvey stood in froat of the nreptace ana
1alked simuitaneousiv at each oter. one veind Bush. tne otner
doing Bush. When Larvey Degan cnopping ine air with one nana
and ralking about “Daaaan Wuannavie—celling stronger. iearn-
ing ev-er-v daaav.” Bush doubled over 1n tauehter,

his downsizing ot the presidency served a duar poiitcal
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Bush's “normal™
* habits-and hobbies
like bass fishing
 jumbled forth from
the White House.

purpose: Americans came 10 like
Bush and to expect less of him. It
was as if to say, “Like me? Trust
me.” And it was hard not to like a
man who. surrounded by grim-
faced Secret Service agents, howled with langhter when he
played the $20-bill-on-the-end-of-a-string trick on unsuspecting
waiters at the Chinese embassy: who would greet visitors to the
Oval Office by placing a windup mechanical bumblebee on the
floor and letting it buzz around: who walked around the White
House with a voice-activated stuffed monkey that socked itsell
on the head whenever the Commander in Chief began to talk. As
Bush's old friend from Yale. Thomas ("Lud™} Ashley, liked to
say, "'It's easy to underestimate George Bush because he's so
damned genteel and nice.”

BUSH THE LOYALIST

In looking for a chief of statl. Bush wanted a bad cop and one who
was loval to him alone. Bush had watched his friend Jim Baker.
as Reagan’s chief of statf. privately blame the Commander 1n
Chief for much of what went wrong and take the credit for most
nf what went risht, Bush was determined to find a more seirless
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chiefof' statf. and thus picked John Sununu, the deeplv conserva-
live New Hampshire Governor who had saved Bush's ilagoing
presidentsal bid by helving him win his siate's primary. Bush de-
ploved sSununu as a double-sided human shield. whom jiberals
wouid blame for aking a moderate Administration hostage and
m whom conservatives would turn when the President ahan-
doned their causes, Sununu ran interterence when Bush needed
o shutfle to the right on such issues as judicial appointments or
<hortion. abserbing the blame of Bush's latest pander o his par-
n's extremist wing. But because his ties to conservatives were sp
strong. Sununu could mollify the powerfui c.o.p. faction when
the President needed to veer back to the middle on taxes and fs-
cal questions. “Sununu took ail the arrows."” explained an aide.
“and Bush got all the credit.”

While Sununu seldom exceeded his brief from Bush. his style
was gratuitously insulting. He made enemies that neither he nor
Bush needed. Nor did Sununu realize thar by treating people ma-
liciously. he ceased to get the hest out of them: once hurned by
Sununu. most Republicans and White House aides just stopped
saving anything or making sugdgestions. It wasn’t until Sunyny
tlew afoul of White House travel rules in May 1991 that Bush re-
alized how tew triends his dhnoxious chief'of staff had.

Bush began to nudge Sununu out just before Thanksgiving
i991. Moving with characteristic stealth, Bush dashed ofi an
identical note to seven or eight longtime politica] allies asking for
their “advice™ ahout theupcoming campaign. He sealed the notes
in White House envelopes and passed them (o his son George.
The younger Bush inserted the letters in larger plain hrown,
envelopes hearing his return address in Dallas. He followed up
with telephone calis. speaking individually with each of the out-
side advisers. The response to the secret letters was neariy
unanimous: the recipients reported that
thev'd love to work in the 1992 campaign
but could not imagine doing so if Sununu
would retain authority over the campaign
as chief of staff. As one member of the high
command put it later to another. “I'm not
working for that little son of a bitch,”

On the day before Thanksgiving,
sounding more like a Dutch uncle than an
executioner. the younger Bush tried to
break it to Sununu gently in the chief of

Atwater war-ga

within an hour he realized that “mavhe” meani ves, Bush = am-
hivalent refiisal to a halt-serious offer of resignation was in ract
arequest for the real thing. “He didn't clear it up. * Sununulater
2xplained to friends. ~He didn't clear it up.”

[n fact. he did. but in his own wav. Both the WWashington Fose
and the New York Times led their front pages the next dav with
stories about Sununu’s pending departure—unmistakable leaks
trom the President's allies. Sununu immediately went 1o see
Bush and told him that they had both sutfered enough. " don’t
want my family to go through another day of this.” he said.

Within days the former Governor had explained to friends
that he was disappointed that Bush couldn't deliver the bag
news himself but relied instead upon his son 0 do his dirty
work. “What really bothers me.” said a close Sununu allv from
New Hampshire. "is that the President couldn't tell John 10 his
face. that he sent his kid to do it. John deserved better than that.
and I know it hothered John 100.”

Weeks later, aiter Sununu was gone. many of the same ori-
cials who had received the secret letters trom the President
tried to impress upon reporters that George W.'s role had been
vastly exaggerated. As one insisted, “I know for a fact that he
hadn't been sent there by anvone.” This was revisionism. Bush
was just covering his tracks atter the kill, perhaps embarrassed
that he lacked the guts to fire his chiet of staff himself,

BUSH THE BIT PLAYER

In his first 22 months in office George Bush maae the evening
news a third as often as his predecessor. The tactic was inten-
tional: Bush believed that too much time on television would
only raise public expectations about what he couid accomplish.

Atwater on Defeating Bush

WHEN GEORGE BUSH PUT TOGETHER HIS 1988 CAMPAIGN, HE MOVED TO ADDRESS
his parrician image by hiring Lee Atwater, who was steeped in the status anxi-
eties and resentments of working-ciass whites in his pative South Carolina,
med how he would run against Bush if he were working for the
Demaocrats and decided that he would connect the voters’ reservations about

staff's office. “You know. I've talked to a
lot of people, They're down on you. It’s go-
ing to be tough for you to work with these
people. I've got to tell my father, and
you've got to talk to him about jt.” George
W. delivered his heave-ho but left the ses-
sion doubtful that he had accompiished
his mission. Indeed, Sununu concluded
that he still had some wiggle room left and
went to see Bush, who told him to come to
Camp David that Sunday.

When Sununu arrived he surprised
Bush by fighting for his job. “T can survive
this thing,” he told Bush. “[ can work
through it.” The Commander in Chief
couldn’t bring hiriiself to cut the umbilical
cord. Having relied on Sununu to do his
dirty work, Bush discovered that there
Was no one around to ax the hatchet man.
So Bush again demurred, postponing his
next move for another day. “Let’s think
about it. Let’s talk tomorrow.”

On the morning of Monday, Dec. 2,
Sununu tentatively offered to resign,
thinking Bush would reject it. Bush's. re-
Sponse seemed vague: "Let me see what
we ought to do.” he said. “how we can han.-
dle it.” Sununu didn't ger it at Hrst. but

Bush'’s privileged and insular upbringing with their fears about the Republican
Party’s economic agenda. “One of the most potent and consistent factors in
American politics is the distrust and resentment of élites,” said Atwarter, who
died of a brain tumor in 1991, Many swing votérs are convinced that “various
élites and special interests are stacking the decks against them,”

Thus, to beat Bush, Atwater would revive the latent image of the c.0.p. as “a
bunch of rich; old snobs” and link it to a devastating caricature of George Her-
bert Walker Bush: chauffeured to the Greenwich Country Day School during the
Great Depression, spanked by his father with a squash racquet, inducted into
the nation’s most &lite secret society at Yale as well as the suspicious Trilateral
Commission and launched into politics with the help of Washington politicians
who played golf with his Senator father. If he were running against Bush,
Atwater would build TV ads around pictures of the Republican nominee asa fop-
Pish-looking Ambassador to the U.N. during the early 1970s, with his half-rim
eveglasses, long hair and sideburns, and flashy neckties. Pictures of Bush play-
ing golf, and in tennis whites, dancing a silly pirouette to celebrate winning a
close match. Pictures of the sprawling oceanfront Bush family mansion in Ken-
nebunkport, with a Voice-over saying, “No wonder he wants to cut capital gains
taxes on the wealthy . ., »

Don't get him wrong, Atwater cantioned. He loved and admired Bush and be-
lieved such attacks would be outrageously unfair; they would discount his de-
cency and service to his country, his hard work and his sympathy for those who
had not had hjs advantages, Still . . . Atwater drawled with a mischievous grin,
“if I was managing the Democrats’ campaign, I think I might be able to beat
George Bush.” Instead, with Atwater’s help, Bush struck first by painting Mi-
chael Dukakis as the élitist in, the race: the creature of Harvard and the s.c.L.u..
too “sophisticated” to say the Pledge of Allegiance or to kneel in prayer. |
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re of him brematurelv. Pollster Robert Teeter naa data 1nat
jegested the nuolic ﬂL‘lllali\' resents a Fresiaent wno 1s vl e
LAWS every nignt -L.."(:‘! resulariv survevea Americans oar
eI sennments anout Bush ana discovereq that, as ne once put
“they dun t like having to come home every nwnt ana twrn
0 the television to learn wnat he did tedav.” A President. us

Bush put it. could get “‘overexposed.”
By keeping his head down. Bush was
subtly relling Americans not ta look
to Washington. and particularly the
White House. for answers.

Bush instead sought to dial back his
exposure. trimming the role of the
presidency in the lives of most Ameri-
cans. [n this way, he was making a virtue of necessity: his in-
abilitv to atfect a swaggering leadership stvle dovetailed with
his minimaiist agenda. Plainspoken bv nature. Bush was un-
comfortable with dramatic language and hyperbole. He often
deleted the most memorabie passages from his speeches as he
delivered them. He skipped over emotional lines about patrio-
tism and national service, both before the Gulf War and after.
tRadio reporters. who relied more than most reporters on
<irong words from a President for good stories. routinelv let
loose nowls of frustration when Bush omitted the best lines
‘rom prepared texts.) The President didn't really helieve that
:tdeas cotld change peopie’'s minds. That. he rigured. required

rareful. one-on-one negotiation—the kind of personal hard pitch
:hat wirks best arter a personal acknowiedgmentin a presiden-
tiul speech.

iWhen their White House mess privileges were revoked ear-
T\' in 19S9. Bush's speechwriters realized their work would be

--3$ 1mportant o the 41st President than it had been to his nre-
<ecessor. His writers compiained privatelv that the oniv por-
“ons ot speecn draft that the hoss seemea to care about were the
“rknowledgments “—ihe sev eraj paragraphs ol names and per-
UNCTOrY nank-vous that led nearlv everv Bush speech. in
wnich he recognized bv name the friends. poiiticai aliies and

1 “Sununu took all
'the arrows,™
'explained an

A aide; “and Bush

B got all the
tcredst "
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o st 1he 12t Amount on fecsrat larm
SUBSIUies,  Tlast i the resoondents.
thinking or aid o <mall farmers 11 eed ol
drousiil assiBEHCE 200 sUch. WSiswersq
“notenougn (43 ver Tthe rizpramount
(121, Then ne refponaents wore ot
Sla fush, 45w el ederal arm sunsities
wenl [0 AT ODerators Wnose average net
income was >Yidnnn per vear. “Vith this
new ntormanon. 3371 oI those noued sald
that —thie tederat oroeram -~gzould he
changea jand| we snould oniv netp smau
farms.” This orferea an opening 1or Busi
to shift public opinlon ana poicy asainst
the farm subsidies tor the wealthv that he
said he opposed, But he railed w ollow
through in anv boid wav.

Nordid he think hie needed to. Midwav
through his term. Bush conciuded that his
Administration had already done enough
to win re-election. “Let me suggest the fol-
lowing,” Sununu said in November [490
to the annuai meeting of the Conservative
Leadership Conference. “There’s not another singie piece of
legislation that needs to be passed in the next two vears tor this
President. In fact. if Congress wants t come maether adjourn
and leave. it's ail right with us. We don’t need them.”
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BUSH THE GENERAL

Saddam Hussein was a hard man and reckoned he knew a patsv
when he saw one. The iraqi leader had watched with contempt
as Bush tried for vears, as Vice President and President. 10 ap-
pease him with trade concessions. intelligence sharing and an
obsequious. boys-will-be-boys attitude toward Saddam's use of
chemical weapons and torrure against his own people and his
threats against Israel and Kuwait. Saddam also saw how Bush
had tried to appease the ruiers of China aiter the 1439 Tianan-
men massacre. and Mikhail Gorbachev atter his March 1980
crackdown on Lithuania.

But atter [rag invaded Kuwait. Saddam iearned better about
Bush. and so did Bush's countrymen. in the opening woras of his
somber televised address on Aug. >. 1490, announeing the initial
dispatcit of U.S. troops to Saudi Arabia. Bush couid have been de-
seribing himseif as eastv as America: “in the life of a nauon we
are catled upon 10 derine who we are ana what we believe,

In the truit crisis. George Bush found something to helieve
in. He saw aimost immediatelv that Irag’s invasion ot Kuwan
threatenea vital U.3. interests and must pe reverseq—nrobably
by 1orce, Ana perhaps [or the nrst wme in his long poutical ca-
reer. he never wavered. He deried the consensus or his aides
on severnt crucial questions. inciuding the decision 1o mrer-
vene 1T the Nrst week of August ana the move 1n eariv Janu
ArY 10 seeg expticit backing 1rem Ceneress before starung the
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40 W Lberate Kuwait ana his prvate as-
- wsment trom the «ariy weeks ol the cri-
-5 that al-sur war was nkelv.

“hrouen it all Bush radiatea an eerie
Wm and sense ui command. (une was
qe sprtil, arm-waving creature who re-
sreed himseil on taxes. civil rights and
cortion. ihe guaiities Bush disolayed througnout tne guif ¢crl-
-1s—=1ubborn resoive ana adherence (o principie. resourcerui-
+ees und toresight—were parucuiariy striking 1n contrast with

ais leckless performance at home. In his speeches Bush
.vnked a “new world order” in which the U.5.. as the sole su-
serpower. would cooperate with the humbfea Soviet Union
+nd work througn the U.N. to resolve contliets. This new order
represented an appealing hope and vision. but Bush focused
fis war aims squareiv on the resteration o1 the old order.
which heand his aides sirictly defined as the status quo ane
hellum—the situation that existed before iraq’s invasion of Ku-
wait. In the guif crisis Bush performed with uncommon con-

Light 'Em Up

Bush; shaking-

f hands in Bill—
‘ings, Montana;.
in 1990, setout

§ to eridear
 himself to the-
-public while*

L working to lower-
E expectations ot~
'_his presidency.

\FTER TAKING THE OATH OF OFFICE, BUSH RESEMBLED NOTHING SO MUCH AS 4 ME-
dieval boy king who woke up one morning, found himself atop the throne and be-
gan tugging at the bell ropes for servants. ordering up roval carriages and sched-
nling banquets and tournaments. “In case you hadn’t noticed,” Bush often

expiained. I really love my job.”

Bush'’s ebullience often seemed limitless—as hundreds of local Congressmen
and political officials who attempted to buttonhole him during a presidential visit
to their states discovered. Most politicians try to pur to good use the brief ride
from the local airport into town. making a puich for help with a project or a hand in

solving a snaried political problem.

viction and ingenuiiv, but he served as ne did at home: s i
warrior [or e siafus quo.

‘The U.S. strategy toward Iraq was worked out 1ar n au-
vance during a rejaxed. four-hour session berween Bush anu
Brent Scowcrott. as thev trolled for bluersh off Kenneounk-
port. The two men assumed the €.5. wouid do whatever was
necessary to drive rag out of Kuwall. but was that enough?
\What further objectives should thev pursue? The overtiirow ol
Saddam? Destruction of [raq’s chemicai- biological- and nucie-
Ar-weapoIs programs and its ballistic missiles? As a lesson in
the dangers of expanding one’s war aims. Scowcroit recalled
the U.S. experience four decades earlier 1n defending South Ko-
cea from invasion by the communist
North. Rather than merely expel the in-
vaders. the U.S. tried to unify Rorea hy
marching all the way [0 the border with
{China. In response. Lhina intervened. The
contlict lasted nearly three more years.
cost tens of thousands of additional casu-
alties and poisoned U.S.-Chinese relations
sor 20 vears. All to end up back art the sta-
tus quo ante dellum.

If it came to war. Scowcroll argued.
the 1.S. would have ample opportunity 10
homb deep inside Iraq. to destroy its un-
conventional and ballistic weapons and to
cripple its conventionai army as an ofien-

Bush, however. often pre-empted such appeals with an adult car game called
“Light "em up.” In the back of his armored Cadillac limousine, Bush faced for-
ward with his guest on the jump seat facing ait. As the limo moved through the
streets. Bush wouid pick out someone from the crowd. usually an auractive
woman or child. point and wait until—pow!—eve contactand the victim realizes.
He's looking at me! That's when the target “1it up.” Because the limo was mov-
ing forward. it fell to the guest facing ait to report to the President when he
asked. "Did I get her? Did Ilight her up?” And then the game would begin again.
The anticipated téte-a-téte about the local water project never came off. The be-
wildered politician’s disappointment. not o mention the spectacle of another lo-
v:ai dignitary forced to play the sillv game. never failed 1o amuse the \White House
stan—or the President. 3
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sive threat. But those objectives must re-
main unstated. Nor must the overthrow of
Saddam be a public objective. VWhen he re-
reated ITom Kuwait. oF was driven out.
Bush and Scowcrolt were assuming, his
senerals and Baath Party leaders woulid
Tear Saddam apart like carrion and elevate
1 new leader wio would be eager to re-
<tore ties with the restof the wortd.

As it turned out. the ground war lasted
.niy one hundred hours. But even weeks
JLer victory over traq. Bush was navged
iw the problems or the Kurds. Baker nad
just rerurned irom a visit 10 the Kurdish
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“iig went azamnst Bush # ol-stateq imsunce T avnul ¢nian-
_ment in irad s terocious rical condicts. Yer as Busn can-
.assea the European ailies. ne learned. as Baker nad warned.
a1 tnev were orepared to move without the U.3.. leaving =i

1 00K coid 2na heartess and. inore ImMportant, ke a man sur-
sengerng the ieadersiup or the new world order. 8v Tuesaav
~enme. Busi had turned his policy 150° He would sena
~punu [FooDS 1nt0 northern irag (o Proflect e nurds. <)
~UCH {07 our Tice. ciean vicwory, * carpea one Whnite House up-
“onent of e new policy. “and for not getung podged Gown In
“liddle East poutics.” ' -

“he Kurds would be oniv the first bit of unnnished busk-
~ess 1n Irag to gradually corrode what should have been an
‘ntarnished triumoh tor Bush's leadership in civlomacy and
car. tel those wno ciuded Bush for not “fimshmg ine 1o~
v pusting Saddam seidom thought through the costs ana dif-
-—curties of suca a mission. “Taddam was not going to it ana
Lall on (s veranda tor us.  said Bob Gartes. tnen sceweroit's
Jepury, “\We saw how difficuir it was to tind Manuei Noriega
‘a a much smatler countrv with a smaller armv.” Saddam's
quster would have required a Iull-
"lown takeover ot Iraa. incurring ad-
sitionas L.3. vasualties. 1t would
have commitied the G.S. to putting a
new government In place and wquld X hefieve in.
certainly have splintered the wartime (S RPNTENA
hale ) il And perfraps for
coalition, leaving the U.S. to do it UETHRITINTA]
qfone. "Can vou imagine how we ISRy political
would be pounded.” Gates said., “if Feites BT

: 'In the gult crisks,.
R Bushfound
i something to,

LI S

ve weps pded rWTE T I lCODCISIVE T AT
Rt
ALL 6ve[l VICIODY DRl 1) WK Qgainst susn. - ._Siers e

grted that dihougn Americans were mtenuly moressed wWin
“uSh S DerfolRAnCe uUrmng ife sl ciid Ny resented ihe
Lot inat ne nd nerapplv oe same spiilsr - reverSINO SMEIUTR S
wUITIC Cecline. [ At evel exeried e sillle ainc el
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BUSH THE CAUTIOUS COACH

“en Busn savs Ne consiiers nimsei 3 cJnservatve. ne soes
1S Fole 1S 4 CORSerTaor: Ofle enirusied Wil an innerizice and
concernea less with expanding 1t than witn guarains It Mis s
an otd-fasnionea “order” conservatism. which geexs o Imnpose
1) new VISION Of SOCIELY DU ratner to deiend (he status uo dnd
.0 avold misStakes ul CORMISSION=—M >LATD Contrast win LLe
risk-TaKing. cnina-ureaking conservausm ol Reagan and Barrv
vivldwater.

Bush otten volunieers. in contrast witil the rietoric ot Rea-
sam. that ne does not Thate government.  Bush is. quwever.
;zeepiy <keptical and pessumistic towara alempts pv overn-
Ment to [Orce [he pace ol IUmAan Progress, He believes (nat crog-
ress comes. when It comes. througn siacai cianges n atl-
(uaes. When Bush ran tor the U35, Senaie irom Texas In 1464,
/oF example, he made opposition (o el rights leaisiation the
centerplece vl his campaign. 1 helieve tnat the soittion to iM1s
orave probiem.” he stated in a campaign prochure. “lies in the
hearts ana goodwill of all peopte.”

The nrst dutv of a President. Bush believed. was “"pru-
dence.” 4 quality nie esteemed above ai others. Busn furtner
defined this duty in terms of the teacnings of Hippocrates. the
ancient Ureek known as the father ol medicine. who coun-
seled voung physicians. in trving to heal. first take care {0 G¢
no harm. Though masked by the President’s sunny disposition
and boundless energy, the phrase “Bo no narm’ became a pes-
simistic leitmotiv for the Bush Administration. Where John

4 TE AUGUST 28, b
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sy, Bush aiso argued that recessions
\re liroeiy se(l-correcting, saving, “That
< an areument [or not doing anything
Jjumb. . . that’s voing to make it worse.”

Bush often tries to portray his dearth
.1 principles and his irresolution as virwes. Asked by an lowa
~udent- why ne reversed his stand on abortion rights and em-
nraced Reavan's staunch pro-ife stance. Bush replied. "Have
vou ever changed vour mind? That's one thing about intellectu-
al honesty.”

At other points. however. Bush has defended his abortion
switch by pointing out that the pum ber of abertions had grown
enormously and convinced him that the practice should be cur-
tailed by law. This line of argument is common with Bush. and
telling. Few particular practices. whether abortion or S&L shv-
sters forking our billions in taxpaver-insured deposits to their
cronies in commercial real estate. are abhorrent 1o Bush inner-
ently. but only when taken to excess. Thus, after reading Den of’
Thieves. the James Stewart tale of Wall Street market rigging
snd self-dealing, Bush proncunced himself disturbed by the
“greed” invelved but drew no larger conclusions about deregu-
lation of taxpaver-insured financial industries. Thus. the moral
juestion ag the heart of the abortion debate—the rights of a fetus
versus those of its mother—are of less interest to Bush than the
number of fetuses involved.

Pollster Teeter. like Bush. often quotes former Republican
Vational Committee chairman Ray Bliss. who advised that in
politics one should alwavs wait a few-davs before taking an im-
portant position or making a major decision. because “by then.
vou might not have to decide atall.” With the Democrats in con-
irol of both houses of Congress and with Bush disinctined to
wage parusan uhad. compromise seemed the President's only
hope of accompiishment. Still. even Teeter warned Bush to
suard against the impression that he was some sort of national
Leal estate broxer whose onlv goal was to closea deal. any aeal.
Teeter and other close advisers urged Bush to “tell people what
vou would do if vou were a dictator. it vou didn't have to deal
with Coneress.

Bush seidom tollowed that advice. \Whenever ne way asked
-why he wasn t leading on some controversial issue—-av. the
qeed 1o recuce (e buraen ol regressive Social 3ecuriry taxes on

CtuE ALGLST 20 1l

“Ten

Ayt = 2 S g

middle-income wage earners—Bush wouid spread his arms.
shrug and reoly. “Why don’t Republicans and Demecrats {in
Congress} rise up and do setmerhing about 1t?” Bush expected
the Democrats in Congress Lo take the lead in domestic policy
and told them so repeatedly in private sessions. YWhile Reagan
had statfers dig out Harry Truman's old placard THE BUCK STOPS
wERE and place 1t on Dis desk. Bush as President sent the thing
back into storage.

Bush left no doubt of his defensive. risk-averse tempera-
ment in & 1959 interview about his baseball career at Yale.
where he served as team captain and 1rst baseman. desplie
having one of the worst batting averages on the squad. Asked
what kind of manager he wouid be. Bush replied. “Probablv
fairly cautious. I'd play by the averages. probably get peapie on.
be cautious about too much stealing and bunt ‘em over ...:
think just steady is what I'dsay.”

Bush lacks a clear rationale for & second term in part
because ihe imperative (hat drove nis first four vears—
re-slection—will be moot on Nov. 1. 1942, Absent the poiitical
goal of winning a second term. Bush would have no star 10
chart by, Already. the Bush White House is in danger of intel-
lectual exhaustion arter not four but L2 vears in ofiice. Many ot
the brightest Bush aides have no pians 10 stay around for a
second term because they know the fun that goes with the
heavy lifting of legislation is vver. “Vou've got 10 get oul ol
here soon.” faid one 10D otficial as ne pondered his options in
the spring of 1942, “tecause oriting 1S G0 to happen here !0
1 second term.”’

A second Bush term would look a iot like the first more
of the same. oniy less. Bush would reiv on nis instincts, reacting
to events as necessary. His goals wouldn't be bold, but then hls
actions wouldn t be imprudent. Like the experienced captain of a
cruise ship. Bush would takecare to coddle the first-class passen-
wers. and thougn he would be inditferent o the vessey's course
and destination. e vouid at least be trusted not 10 SIDK It 1
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Jtficers iraining
school should test
women'’s true mettle

WASHINGTON—On Monday, Aug. 7. the 250
aen. and women, of Company E will begin their six
nonths of training at The Basic School. Quantico.
Ja., the Corps’ finishing school for newly
:ommissioned second lieutenants.

The 22 women of the class will be fully integrated
into the training, unlike their separation into ail-
female student platoons for the past decade.

Henceforth, no differences. The women officer
students will take the required 20-mile hike in full
combat gear. They will participate in pugil stick
fights, featuring the padded sticks used in the Corps
for practical training in the violence of bavonet
combat, although a Marine Corps spokesman said it
hasn’t been decided whether the bouts will be strictly

David Evans

emale-versus-female or will include female-versus-
.nale contests,

Clearly. though, the Marine Corps decision is a
tep on the road 1o unrestricted employment of
WOmEN in combat,

Such a policy would be a mistake. emblematic of a
-ountry playing "a game” with its national defense.
according 1o Dr. Martin van Creveid, an esteemed
military historian at Hebrew University in Jerusalem.

Van Creveld used this phrase, “a game;” in blunt
testimony a few weeks ago before the Presidential
Commission on the Assignment of Women in the
Armed Services. The commission is slated to submit
its recommendations on the women-in-combat issue
to President Bush in mid-November.

] am here with one purpase in mind: namely, to
cxplode the myth which seems to be prevalent in the
United States about the role of women in the Israeli
military,” he told the commissioners.

“It seems that many people in [America] believe
that Israeli women are routinely training with
weapons and servin% in combat units and ... there
[are] any number of pictures of pretty wotnen with
thgcilr weapons that tend to reinforce that illusion,” he
said.

“The fact is that no Israeli woman has served in
combat since 1948, and even though the IDF {Israeli
Defense Force] has very often been made to face
overwhelming, almost desperate odds, we are very
proud of the fact that at no time have we deliberately
exposed Ismaeli women to the risks of combat,” he
declared.

In the guerrilia war for independence against the
British, women did serve in the underground, Van
Creveld said. .

“They often were used to smuggle weapons,
because 1t was thought that British soldiers would be
more hesitant to search them than men,” Van
Creveld recounted.

However, women did not participate in larger
combat operations, such as *“a military retaliation
raid against an Arab village,” Van Creveld said.

“The first thing that the IDF did after it was
established [in [948] was to exclude all women from
combat,” he said.

“In fact, when war breaks out, the first thing the
[DF does is to take out all the women from the
combat zone. Not always successfully so ... in 1973
when we came under surprise attack. women
isoldiers] got killed by mussiles being dropped on
military camps in the Sinai. But this is not policy
and is something which we try to avoid at all cost,”
Van Creveld said,

The Israeli policy is based on the physical demands
of combat. Even flving a combat jet. Van Creveld
-aid. “will Jeave you completely drained . .. and that
s a high-tech job. rght?”

“.\re there some women capable of doing it?
Undoubtedly. Are most women [physically] less
zapable of doing it than most men? Undoubtedly.

v rhar te sha baaer mancildy e o

vOImen 1rom comoat. ™ he asserted.
At this point. commissioner Kate O'Beime
tnfteneed Van Creveld. Even if “<Sere mught Fe rmuw
Y WCITLRERS 10 L) UL ASTAC) WNO JUANIED . . . LW
‘ould you permit a cultural taboo. or whatever . . . o
‘and in the wav of allowina whoever is best. aiven
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»Bacquse the added overhead that vou would need
tn order to incorporate those femaies would be so
large as to make the whole exercise counter-
oroductive.” he replied.

For example, more replacements would be needed
‘n the personnel pipeline to deal with the so-called
~unexpected” [non-combat] loss rate due to medicai
problems, accidents, and what have you. Among
American women sailors deployed to the Persian
Gulf in 1990 and 1991, the rate was 9.4 percent,
more than double the 4.0 percent loss rate for men
assigned to the same ships. Even when the pregnancy
factor is taken out, the unexpected loss rate for
fenales remains slightly higher than for men,

The presidential comunission is now amassing
comparable unexpected losses for the Army, Air
FRee mclid Mtaflﬁn le o f women in combat

Regarding the larger 1ssue of wo .
Vanc%?revel%l was E:{gamant: “The very fact that this
issue is being discussed . . . simply shows that you
don’t take the military seriously.”

And if the Marine Corps program doesn’t feature
fernale-versus-male pugil stick bouts, Van Creveld
wiil have his proof.
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| Some women prefer
to preach ‘values,’
not practice them

By Myriam Marquez

When Hillary Clinton said she wasn’t the type to
stav home baking cookies and having teas, she was
honest, but not politically smart.

The spouse of the Democratic presidential nominee
should have known better than to push the
homemaker hot button.

The women’s. movement wasn't about mothers
feeling guilty for working or for staying home. It
wasn’t about being snooty over each other’s choices.
It was simply about enabling women to make the
choices that best suit them and their families.

In “Backlash,” Susan Faludi, a reporter for The
Wall Street Journal, dissects how the Reagan cuiture
of the New Right put all women on the defensive,
regardless of their choice. One chapter details the
hypocrisy of the women leading the New Right.

Let’s start with the most well-known female anti-
feminist, Phyllis Schiafty. “The woman who opposed
the ERA [Equal Rights Amendment] because it
‘would take away the marvelous legal rights of a
woman to be a full-time wife and mother in the
house supported by her husband’ was a Harvard-
educated lawyer, author of nine books and a two-
time congressional candidate,” Faludi notes.

Then there is Connaught C. Marshner, who started
as a researcher for the Heritage Foundation in 1973,
and went on to become director of the Free Co
Foundation’s “family policy” division by 1979. In her
1982 book “The New Traditional Woman,”
Marshner wrote: “A woman’s nature is, simply,
other-oriented. . . . Women are ordained by their
n?hture to spend themselves in meeting the needs of
others.”

While she was pushing mothers to stay put at
home because nature ordained it, this is what
Marshner was doing in 1976; She was pregnant with
a second child, juggling two jobs and a book
%ommct, while her husband was going to school in

exas, LI

“Rather than move west and sacrifice her work, -
Marshner stayed on in Washington and sent her 1- ~
year-old son to her mother’s house in Baltimore. In

the final months of fhe pregnancy she rejoined her .
family in Texas, so {ﬁl her husband could handle the

child care and cooking—*Thank goodness for Bill"—
whilé she finished the book,” Faludi writes.  ~ $-7.

By 1987, Marshner, in her fourth pregpancy, = . }
decided to leave Washington politics and write from
home. Heritage Foundation’s Paul Weyrich called
Marshner “a classic example of what I'm talking -
about—wormen just can’t do it all. Every single one of
the girls I've here who've had children has left.” .

A strange comment, Faludi notes, when you .
consider that severdl women in Weyrich's office— _:
from his finance manager to his vice president of
operations to his secretary—have children. And several
are single mathers. . - _

And let’s pot forget Beverly LaHaye, who founded
Concerned Women for America. She’s married to
Moral Majority co-founder Tim LaHaye. When
LaHaye's youngest child “was still in . she
went to work as-a teletype operator for a stock
brokerage, starting at 6 a.m. She found the job

RS . S N R LT +L S RLT T D Y T S P

By May 1988, LaHaye was ruling over her. .
“Concerned” empire from Capitol Hill. “Women
must put family as their top priority,” she said, “If
that means giving up the career, then so be it. It’s just
the natural way. It’s built into us as women.”

Gee, LaHaye seems to have forgotten all about that
“exciting” job at the brokerage firm.

Oh, the contradictions of the New Right.

Hillary Clinton may not have stayed home baking
cookies, but she managed to go to most of her
daughter’s ballet lessons and softball games, bake
cookies once in a while, and work full time. She ought
not have to apologize for taking pride in doing both
aer Joos.

It’s the New Right’s women leaders who owe all of
us an apology. This hypocritical fynch mob has made
4 living by s2lling women they're better off at home—
no choice about it. They have aggrandized their own
careers., without one ounce of guilt, at the expense of
all the women thev have made to feel guilty.
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Stepfamilies aren’t

By Karen S. Peterson
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — Most chil-
dren are not psychologically
damaged by divorce and re-
marriage, Says an ongoing, gov-
ernmentsponsored study.

In fact, 80% do quite well in

stepfamilies, researcher
James Bray told the 100th con-
ference of American Psycho-
Jogical Association Saturday.
“While these kids are at risk
for problems, most are doing
as well as children in nuclear
families;” says Bray, a psychol-

ogist with Baylor College of . ¢

Medicine, Houston. His find-
ings will fuel the controversy
over the effects of divorce on
kids. Bray says his work “clari-
fies” earlier, highly publicized
research, done without a con-
trol group, that found half of
children of divorce damaged
up to 10 years.

Bray's work finds more fric-
tion in stepfamilies than nucle-
ar families and that tensions
worsen with time. But “there is
more negative interaction be-
tween parents and children in
all families as kids move deep-
er into adolescence.”

Over four years, Bray evalu-
ated 99 nuclear and-99 stepfa-
milies. The children had en-

tered a stepfamily between

bad for mqgt kids
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to 14 at the study’s start.

Among findings:

» 90% of kids in intact {am-
ilies were doing well psycho- .
lpgically, so were 80, of Kids
in stepfamilies.

p Girls don't have more
problems than boys in stepfa-
milies, but girls “seem to react
to conflict with more concern.”

» Couples in first marriages
and remarried couples both
say they're happy; but re-
searchers found remarrieds in-
teracied more negatively.

—
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{an the boob tube

inally get serious?

Bold new programming to promote litevacy

‘ en vears 4go0. on his Y2nd birthday,
? television pioneer Vladimir Zwor-
‘@ vkin marveled ai his creaxtion, I
Jidn't even dream 1t would be so good.”
he admitted. “But [ would never let my
children come close to the thing.”

[i is a view shared bv countless parents
and educators convinced ihat television
is the enemy of literacy and a corrosive
influence on vouthful minds. This fall.
those cynics may have to reconsider. [n
its largest venture since the launch of
~Sesame Street” over two decades ago.
Children’s Television Workshop is intro-
ducing the tirst-ever example of what
might be dubbed literacy TV. Called
~Ghostwriter.” the new Sunday evening
prime-time show is a hip. suspenseful.
adventure series with a radical twist: [ts
voung cast relies for help on a ghost who
communicates only through the written
word. The show’s characters must read to
participate in the unfolding mystery and
write their way through abundant obsta-
cles: at home, viewers must do the same.

Congressianal hoost. “Ghostwriter”
may be just the beginning of this new
variation on educational TV, Congress
is pushing on several fronts for greater
use of the medium’s instructional poten-
tial. Its Office of Technology Assess-
ment is currently studving telecommuni-
cations’ potential for improving literacy,
and two Democrats. Rep. Ron Wyden
of Oregon and Sen. Edward Kennedy of
Massachusetts, have drafted legislation
that would vastly expand the outlets for
children’s educational programming.
Kennedv's Ready to Learn Television
Act. introduced last week. would require
the dedication of an entire channel on
the new public-TV satellite to instruc-
tional shows aimed at preschoolers and
elementary-school children. Wyden's
hill would require each broadcast net-
work to dedicate one hour a week tQ
such programming. a {ar more concrete
licensing requirement than that imposed
by the Children’s Television Act or {990,
which has had negligible impact on what
America’s kids see.

Atleastone cable network has already
‘aken the fiteracy ininatve. The Disnev

|

Channel’s current top-rated morning
show is ~Adventures in Wonderland.”
which uses Lewis Carroll’s characters
and linguistic antics to introduce new
vocabulary and explore such grammati-
cal concepts as homonyms and idiomatic
speech. {In one episode. the Red Queen
“loses her voice™ and sends the Mad Hat-
ter and March Hare scurrving to tind it.)

But no effort to date comes close to
the ambitions of “Ghostwriter.” For
four vears. CTW has been working with
researchers at Harvard's Graduate
Schooi of Educanon 1o develop a cur-
riculum and teaching strategies for the
show. ~We found that kids hit a wail.”
savs CTW President David Britt. "and
that wail is called rourth grade. At that
¢ moment. 2 kid shifts from learning o
read o having o read n order (o

£N § L5 TN A RG0S

"Ghostwriter" mystety. Solution in the writing

jearn,” Fuliv half ot ail caiidren neeer
manage that shift. accoraing 1o Coletie
Daijute. a Harvard professor of human
development and a consusiant to CTY,
“Fifty percent of il xias testea i
erades four. eight and il have oniv min:-
~ai literacy skills, meaning ey can e
code individuat words but dre unable
comprehend or COMMUNICALe COMPLELR.
complex thoughts,” The numbers e
worse still (or minority sids. the new
~how’s principal arget.

Reaching them meant providing .
world (o denny witn: Taz
cast is biack. % nite, Hispanic
and Asian. the settinga gruey
Brookivn neighborhooa. e
celebrity guests such focu
heroes as Spike Lee. Know-
ing thev'd fail it the show wot
overtiy pedantic. the cre-
ators wove reading and writ-
ing seamlessiy into a hot.
graphically jazzy show pro-
duced by Liz Nealon. an
originator of MTV.

They also decided to take
the show literally 1o the
streets, With 4-H. the
YMCA. the Bovs and Girls
Clubs of America and the
Girl Scouts. CTW has devel-
oped an array of Ghostwrit-
er activities. They created a
new tull-color Ghosnwniter
magazine and will distribute
20 million copies 1o schools
and after-school centers in
low-income areas. They
have syndicated a newspa-
per feature and arranged
with Bantam Books to pub-
lish a series ot 12 low-priced
“Ghostwriter” paperbacks.
“For kids who've had noth-
ing but bad experiences with
reading and writing. it’s al-
most impossible to remediate directly
with print.” explains Rita Weisskotf. an
education professor who is the show’s
director of content. “So we use nonprint
ways 1o engage them again and only
then move them back into print.”

CTW has invested 521 million in the
project. a third of which came from its
own coffers. enriched by “Sesame
Street.” and an additional 35 million
from a grant from Nike. Produced in
association with the BBC. the show is
set 1o debut in the United Kingdom:
other foreign co-productions are not far
behind. Perhaps E. B. White's hope
that television would be ~our Lyvceum,
our Chautaugua”™ was not so naive as it
originally seemed. 3

By MIRIAM Hiey
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Jollege presidents

pp—]

*y Frank James

Vhile a recession may general-

. he a bad time to hunt tor
ork. one job caregory appears
5 nave plenty of vacancies: col-
s2¢ president.

n recent months, the pre-
sdents of the University of Chi-
-0, De Paul and Loyola Uni-
srsities. the School of the Art
astitute and colleges like
~olumbia, Lake Forest,
“Vheaton and Knox, in Gales-
-urg, Ill., have announced they
_re siepping down.

\nd on the community college
avel. the heads of City Colleges
i Chicago and Triton College
-n River Grove departed, though
‘1 both cases kicking and
‘Creaming. ]

Zew in lllinois academia can
-amember a period when so
many top higher educalion posts
.cre vacated almost simulta-
seousty.

In fact, announcements of de-
-artures have been comng SO
“riously that some of the very
Sresidents about to leave have
“vondered if something sinister 15
~ehind the rash of exits.

Furthering the impression that
coilege presidents are bailing out
vith unnatural frequency is the
Jux at world-class research uni-

leaving in droves

versities across the country.

University leagers Benno
Schmidt at Yale. Michaei Sovern
at Columbia. Donaid Franklin at
Stanford and Keith Brodie at
Duke all have cailed it guis 1
the past vear.

The Chronicie of Higher Edu-
caiion, the bible of academia.
appears of wo ‘minds when 1t
comes to explaining what 18 nap-
pening.

In the June 17 issue. a story
about ail the departures ran
under the apprehensive neadline
“Spate of Resignations Prompts
Concern about Health of College
Presidency.”

Less than a month later, how-
ever, the Chronicle did the edi-
torial equivalent of swhistling
past the graveyard. “Because
some of the recent resignations
were at ‘prestigious’ institutions.
they have sparked more general
interest than usual,” it said. “But
the number of presidential va-
cancies—214 by the Chronicle’s
count—is not unusual.”

Indeed, during a typical vear,
there are 300 to 400 presidential
vacancies at the nation’s roughly
2,000 four-vear institutions, said
a Camegie Foundation report ti-
tled “Choosing a College Presi-

See Colleges, pg. 6

Colleges

Continued from page 1

dent; Opportunities and Con-
straints.”

Certainly the ages (many are n
their 60s) and lengthy tenures of
many presidents could explain all
the announcements, whose timing
may just be coincidental.

But some say all the smoke
means fire and that the flames are
the pressures of the modern pre-
sident’s role.
~ “The job of a college president
is tough,” said Stan Rives, who
quit as president of Eastern Illi-
nois University in Charleston last
December. At that time, he said
the main reason for quitting was
his job was “less enjoyable than it
used to be.”

“t’s fun and exciting, but it’s
rough. For anybody who's going
to do it seriously, it’s about 5, 16
hours a day and seven days a
\yeek,"_ much of which is spent
fundraising, Rives said.

Then there are all the campus
constituencies, the faculty and stu-
dents to deal with. Furthermore.
the president of a public nmversity
has to glad-hand with legislators.
‘vilo appropriate much of its budeg-
o,

=1 think what you’re seeing is
ihe result of a tough job. [ think
oeople _g{et kind of worn out.”
Preag ot

As anficut as the joo 15, many
lllinois school presidents have re-
=ained in place decades past their
_JLCAGULS GSUWICTE, wsil v oldge,
renure for college or umiversity
aresidents nationaily is seven

IEICRGED TRIZUNE

vears, according to a Carnegie
Foundation report.

But some Illinois presidents have
had terms more than three times
that.

Community college leaders can
be another matter entirely. Both
Nelvia Brady at City Colleges and
Michael Bakalis at Triton were
fired after only a few years in their
offices. Both ran afoul of their
trustees, getting embroiled in po-
litical battles that seemed to have
more to do with power than
academics.

The pressures of the job did not
lead to his decision to quit, said
Loyola’s Rev. Raymond
Baumhart, 68. He became Loyo-
la’s president in 1970, the year of
the Kent State shootings. Then,
with all the student unrest over
Vietnam, the pressures seemed
greater.

By the time he retires in mid-
1993, he will have been president
23 years. He said his longevity is
partly due to a strong board and
good lieutenants who helped him
oversee the university’s growth
intg a major research center with
a giant, nationally respected medi-
cal center.

Age was a big factor for going,
Baumbhart said. “As you get older.
vou say, ‘Hev, 'm not what I
once was. [t’s time to move on.’
That’s about where [ am.

“I was beginning to say, ‘Hey,
this presidential load is getting
tenvier,! That was the firgt rime |
.lad el that. ... . AilU ENEN 1 asked
mysell abour health, about memo-
~. Mv memorv isn’t what it once

R,
~The problem 1n this job is vou
have to give a vear's notice. o

vou’re trying to guess: How am I
going to be a year from now?
What kind of problems is the uni-
versity going to have then?”

Since Loyola’s key officers have
been in place at least two years
and the school was stable, the time
had come to hand aver the presi-
dency, Baumhart said.

Lake Forest College’s Eugene
Hotchkiss Il matches Baumhart’s
22 years, while Hanna Gray at the
1. of C. will have served 15 years
by the time she goes. Rev. John
Richardson at De Paul has been
president 11 years.

Richardson concedes the danger
of a lengthy term is a stale leader
lacking innovative ideas. But good
reasons exist for longer presiden-
cies, he said.

“Especially since presidents
these days spend so much time in
fundraising, it’s extremely helpful
to have a few extra years SO pre-
sidents can become better ac-
quainted with both the founda-
tions and the corporate
community,” Richardson said.
“aAnd those friendships do build
over the vears. ... [ would hope
my successor would remain in of-
fice for at least 10 years.”

In April. John McCall, Knox
College’s president for 10 years.
announced he was tesigning his
prestigious post for an unusual
one. He and his wife pian to leave
Galesburg to work in an underde-
veloped country as aid workers.

“Taing president is a demanoing
LO0, WL . .2UNd DD edS eceedds
gsetting more interesting,” ne sai,
“Tut [ set a limit of 10 years when
And Mary Berenice (his wite] uno
[ wanted 1o give something back.
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2 EDITORIAL

BY MORTIMER B. ZUCKERMAN

DECRANGHIES

A THOUSAND POINTS OF SLIGHT

by 15 1r that the thousanas o indevendent
school boards runming our 12,400 senool 3¥s-
1€ms cannot turn out high-sehool graduates
whose achievement scores match those of the Japa-
nese? Evervone with school-age children knows that
we have et our pubiic school system wither and atro-
phy. especially the seventh to 12th grages,

Has George Bush been the education president?
Only in the sense that Herbert Hoover was the prosperi-
ty president. The intentions mav have been honorable.
but the thousand points of light have never been turned
on. In his last two budgets. the president has asked
Congress tor jess monev for elemen-
Lary. secondary and vocational educa-
tion than it would take to maintain
even the current low leveis of service.
He argues that education is largely a
state and local responsibitity. Major el-
¢ments of the much ballvhooed Bush
Project America 2000 have been
stalled or watered down. The educa-
tion president has been a noneduca-
tion president. and it’s hard to beljeve
the situation would improve in a sec- 8
ond Bush administration, N

Since millions of middle-class chil-
dren must depend on the public
school svstem to give them the skills
appropriate to a Ist-century econo-
my. they are being condemned to careers of lower
skills and hence lower wages—and America is being
condemned along with them. Once we could put out
products that foreigners could not match technologi-
cally: today, with over 75 percent of our products fac-
ing foreign competition, it is too often America that
cannot compete technoiogically. If our new generation
is not trained to develop its brainpower. the kev to the
high-wage industries of the future. the economy wiil be
forced to become a low-cost. low-skills producer. The
unskilled worker. whose real wages have dropped by
almost 20 percent in the past 20 vears. will have to
labor for the wages of the equally unskilled who live in
poor societies. (We have become the source of rela-
tively cheap labor for Europe and Japan.) Since higher
levels of man-made skills are now the critical compara-
tive advantage. it is skilled people who will determine
where the key industries of the next few decades are to

‘George Bush has

been the education

president only in
the sense that

Herbert Hoover
was the prosperity
president.”

be Jocated —and that. i turn. wil Jefine Amengy -
CCONOMIC future.

On his record. Governor Clinton iooks more irke an
educarion president. He shares manv program obiec-
tives with President Bush: 1 nauonat student standara.
measured by national exams: measurement of state-hy-
state progress: expansion of Heaa Start: increasing the
ireedom of parents to choose 1 senool. and increasing
the flexibiiity ot teacher cerufication. The kev uiffer-
ence is that he is much more willing to commi funaing
and poiitical capital than Mr. Bush is. He would in-
crease tederal funds for educatonai and training pro-
grams by more than SI0 billion 1n
1993. and by 320 billion in 199A. over
the present 332 hiilion federai pro-
gram. As well a3 being willing 1o
spend more. he has demonstrated a
stronger personal commitment - criti-
cal when the next president takes on
the education interests.

These interests have been resisting
sweeping changes in educational svs-
tems that are oo often top heavy and
hidebound. Just look at the large cities.
where teachers make up less than haif
of school-system employees and often
are paid less than administrators.

Big changes are needed. We must
attract talent. and instill dedication. to
teaching. For a start. this means finding a way to maich
the wages of our schoolteachers with those found in
countries like Germany and Japan. where they run
roughly 50 percent higher — $45.000 to $50.000 per vear
vs. about §33.000 in America. But if pay increases are in
the otfing, teachers will have to provide more. This
means longer school days and a longer school vear.
ending the uniquely American (and crazy) long summer
shutdown. Teachers will also have to take on more of
the administrative burden so that these costs can be
reduced to make up for the salary increases.

This major commitment to education cannot begin
soon enough. “America is now sauntering through her
resources ... she will be obliged ... to pull herseif
together ... husband her resources. concentrate her
strength . . . trust her best. not her average. members.”
Woodrow Wilson said it more than a century ago. He
spoke of our time. too. a

2
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Port Authority Helps Homeless Find an Exit'

Bv CATHERINE S, MANEGOLD

More than a decade after New York
City started grappling with a surge in
homelessness, a program by the Port
Authority of New York and New Jersey
1o combine police enforcement with
treatment has cleared out the authori-
ty’s midtown bus terminal and started
10 wear away the building’s image as a
zrim example of the link between bu-
reaucratic failure and human pathos.

Only eight months after the pro-
gram's start. social workers for Opera-
:ion Alternauve have handled 6,000 re-
{errals for mental illness, drug and

alcohol abuse and abject poverty., ;

solutions will benefit both the home-
They have also raised a tentative

less who live in public transit areas and'
hope that the city's slow-moving bu-| the passengers who use them, !
reaucracies may have finally started| The benetfits for the 185,000 people |
sketching out answers that move be-| who pass through the terminal each |
yond the sweeps and crackdowns that | day are clear. Once a nagging remind- |
typified early efforts, which were at-j er of the city's social and economic ills, |
tacked as cruel and ineffective. ithe terminal no longer represents a|

Advocates for the homeless give the| grim gantlet for bus passengers dodg- |
Port Authority's approach grudging|ing beggars, drunks, thieves and desti-
praise and complain only that the pro-| tute drug addicts, Hallways and cor-
gram should be better financed and| ners that once were littered with the |
integrated into a citywide plan. They_| crouched and covered forms of up to]
argue, and public transportation offi-
cials increasingly agree, that longterm|

—_— |
t
Continued on Page B{. Column 4 |
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Port Authority Finds an £xit for Hometess

Conunued From Page Al

. 400 or 500 homeless people are new

1

both emprty — and clean.

Officials with the Port Authority link
that change to a sharp drop in crime. In
the program’s first seven months, re-
ports of robberies in the terminal
dropped by 39 percent compared with
the same period last year. Reports of
pickpockets were down by 41 percent
and of assaults, by nearly one-fourth.

“Eight months ago when [ came
here,” said Capt. William G. Cafaro,
who supervises palice operations at the
Port Authority, 'the big complaint was

, the homeless. Now, it.is smoking.™

The police report a similar though
less dramatic drop in crime in the

" vicinity. In the Midtown South pre-

cinct that includes the Port Authority
Bus Terminal, rabberies declined by
more than 15 percent in the first four
months of this year compared with
the same period last year. Grand
larceny and assauits declined by 6.4
percent and 7.9 percent respectively.

When the police encounter some-
.one who is homeless in the corridors,
they teli the person to move along but
also ask if he or she wants treatment
or shelter. Many homeless people re-
turn to the streets, but some accept
the offer and are escorted to an office
on the ground floor.

Finally, Options

There, social workers from the
Manhattan Bowery Corporation and
the Partnership for the Homeless,
working under a contract with the
Port Authority, direct homeless peo-
ple to places to sleep, eat and recaver
from everything from heat exhaus-
tion to multiple addictions seven days
a week. “What this program has al-
lowed us to do,'” said Janis M. Beitzer,
the terminal’s manager, *'is to sepa-
rate out different cases. The tendency
is really to lump everyaone together."

Still, seen against a broader back-
ground, the Port Authority's project
is like a pea inside a bucket, a small
giimpse of success in a deep well of
failure. The sidewalk along Ninth Av-
enue is crowded with people living in
hoxes and eking out a bare existence.
So are surrounding streets.

Summer is the slowest season for
shelters. But most are full. A nearby
Manhattan Bowery Corporation shel-
ter and cne run in the Bronx by the
Partnership for the Homeless, which
handle Port Authority referrals, are
packed to capacity. Winter will surely
make matlers worse,

And with unemployment up and
Federal financing for social projects
already cut and facing further reduc-
tions, the prablem continues to grow.
Mary Brosnahan, the executive direc-
tor. of the Coalition for the Homeless,
says that her group, which sets up
regular food lines at various sites
arcund the city, is feeding twice as
many people as it did just six months
ago, even at the Port Authority. At
one food line in Harlem, there are
now 50 children under 13 who depend

. on the nightly meals. And because the

demands on that group have expand-
© grddenly o carant months the
..1241S nave DEen cut DACK.
Critics say that public programs
chat stress evicung the homeless

Jna tram statiens are the cruelest or

all. *You shouldn't get tough on the
issue, you should get smart,” said
Norman Siegei, the executive direc-
tor oi the New York Civil Liberties
Union and a long-time advocate for
the homeless. ““The city needs to de-
velop a compréehensive plan ta finally,
once and for all, get beyond this terri-
ble problem, We've been dealing with
this for 12 years, and I don't see the
light at the-end of the tunnel.”

No comprehensive program is in
place. Yet the Port Authority's effortl
is one positive sign. “The Port Au-}
thority is one of the most progressivei
of the groups,” said Ms. Brosnahan.
“We just want to push them to be
more progressive.”

Operation Alternative's roughly
$500,000 budget is barely one-thirtieth
of the $15 million allocated to the Port
Authority police. And it constitutes
less than 1 percent of the Port Auth-

A bus terminal’s
offers of shelter and
treatment seem to
actually help.

ority's annual $54 million budget. Mr..
Siegel called the budget *‘insuifi-
cient,” and said the city should com-
mit at teast $5 million toward a broad
approach that would integrate hous-
ing with job training and treatment.

Advocates for the homeless said
last week that the two groups hired
by the Port Authority have been one
factor in the program's success. They
tended to criticize an older program,
initiated in 1991 by the Metropolitan
Transit Authority. Though that pro-
gram, too, uses social workers to con-
vince homeless people to get help,
advocates said the M.T.A.'s follow-
through is insufficient.

“Maybe they cleared up their prob-

“lem,"” Mr. Siegel said of M.T.A. direc-

tors’ claims that the number of home-
less in the subways has dropped to
about 700 to 1,000 from about 3,000 to
5000 in the late 198(0’s. "‘But. they
dumped it onto the rest of the city.”

Convincing the Homeless

Bernard Cohen, director of the
M.T.A.'s department of policy and
planning, defended the M.T.A. pro-
gram and stressed that it, too, con-
tains a treatment component. During
a tour of Grand Central Terminal
with social workers last week, he
said, he was told about a man who
had lived there for four years. The
social workers said they had just
convinced the man to buy a ticket on
Metro-North to go to a treatment
center outside the city.

“1 said, '"How do you know he got on
the train?'" said Mr. Cohen. ‘“So we
walked over to the platform and, sure
enough, he poked his head cut and
started chatting.”

Wendy Feuer, the M.T.A.'s director
for transit and facitity design and one
of the organizers of the program for
‘he homeless. said she believes 1t ig
~iil evolving. “'ve are geLnng iiure
sophisticated at handling these
things,” she said. But she pointed out
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inan others, “!t’s as thougn 1U's he

last s1x ‘miles of a -marathon. wnen
vou really have to dohard work."”

It took 10 vears and a heart full of
{ailure pefore Tony.=24. {inallv souent
help and stayed with . Last Marcn
16, on the second dav of a cold snhap
that covered Manhattan with a ciear
blue sky but left thermometers drift-
ing between 17 degrees and a high
that barely cleared the freezing
mark, he wandered into the Port Au-
thority Terminal to ask ior help.

“1 knew [ had to stop or die,” Tonv
said, who asked that oniy his first
name be used to protect his family.
He described a life of homelessness
and drug abuse. “'It got to the point
where someone would want 10 kill me.
someone including the police.”

Shifting on a metal chawr and re-
counuing his years on the streets.
Tony said his troubles siarted at 13
when a cousin invited him to help seil
heroin and cocaine on (ne sireets ol
Harlem. For three years, he took his
nay in fancy clothes. Then. on his 16th
birthday, he got a shoe box swtied
with $16,000. He also got a message:
His cousin told him that from that
day forward, Tony wouid be in busi-
ness for himself.

Within a year, the cousin was dead
and Tony’s life started unraveling. In
quick sequence he was shot. stabbed
and attacked with a baseball bat. His
drug use increased; his luck ran out.

Several times he quit taking drugs.
Always he went back. By March, he
knew he was near some personal end
point, a moment when he had. to
chiange. He.had heard that the Port
Authority's program worked,

Help for Some, Not All

Today, Tony still lives in a shelter
run by the Manhattan Bowery Corpo-
ration. But he is off drugs, is working
on his high-school equivalency diplo-
ma and has a paying job working
every nigh?TWith homeless people

-who, like him, wander in to seek the

program’s help.

Not everyone wants it. Last week,
as a driving rain pelted rush-hour
commuters, Mary Jane Manley and
Lewis Terry'sat on 41st Street, under
the second-story link between the ter-
minal's two buildings and shared a
cigarette. Ms. Manley was drinking
Thunderbird. Mr. Terry was sipping
from a large bottle of beer inside a
paper bag.

They passed the cigarette back and
forth and said they had heard about
the program. Mr. Terry said he did
not go because he was a Vietnam
veteran and would go to a Veterans
Administration hospital if he needed
help. Ms, Manley fished into a pocket
for a letter of referral to the Port
Authority’s program.

“1 wanl-to go," she said. “I want to
get myself back together agam. May-
be this weekend. Mavbe I'll go in
there this weekend."” Then she ex-
cused herself and her friend. They
were busy drinking and talking.
There were still a few drags in their
cigarette. Ms. Manley tucked her re-
farrai letter away agamn. The center,
she knew. would be open another oav.




