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Mr. John L. Morris
Bass Pro Shops
1935 South Campbell

Sorinafield Miccrimi AEROQ

Y "E THE PRESIDENT AuguSt 12’ 1992

Dear Johnny,

I just received your Tetter of August 10. Thanks
for sending the brochure and videotape of Big Cedar
Lodge. It's a beautiful place. Unfortunately, our
accommodations have already been made for this trip,
but we'11 keep it in mind for the next time.

It's a short stopover there so I probably won't get
any fishing in. Darn it all!

Warm regards,




1935 S. Campbell
Springfield, MO 65898
{417) 887-1915
Fax: (417) 887-1807

John L. Morris August 10, 1992

President George Bush
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President,

Thanks for your recent kind note. It was great to be with you on that
beautiful morning in Salt Lake. All of us fisherman were very proud to be
there for you. Thanks also for your help with Jim Perkins’ appointment to
the Board of the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, he will make a good
member.

I understand that you are planning a trip to Branson, Missouri for a

campaign rally with several country music stars. Just wanted to remind you
that our Big Cedar Lodge Resort is located on Table Rock Lake just 15
minutes from the main strip. We have rooms available, a friendly staff, good
food and even an FFA approved helicopter pad should this prove to be
helpful. We sure hope you can stay with us if you plan to overnight in the

Your friend, M,{uﬂ/
{
4 Ly BT ) e %
P g A

John OITIS AM:”‘G

JLM/dd M
Ng /
“If you're too busy to go fishing ...
You're too busy.” sitring

area. Many thanks!




FOREIGN POLICY ACCQMPLISHMENTS

Ending the Cold War

— Transformed United States-Soviet relations from an era of
Cold War confrontation to one of unprecedented engagement
and cooperation, ending threat of nuclear war.

- Provided critical support to bring about democratic change
in the former Soviet republics and in Eastern Europe.

- Orchestrated extraordinary diplomacy to achieve a rapid and
peaceful German reunification.

Operation Desert Storm

—— Forged and kept together an unprecedented international
coalition all agreed on fundamental principle of
international law -- that Irag’s illegal occupation of
Kuwait cannot be allowed to stand.

- Brought together both allies and former antagonists in
military action to expel Iraqi troops from Kuwait with
remarkably few casulties.

- Having achieved original objectives, then kept coalition
together in order to bring relief to Kurds and, through
U.N., to destroy Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction.

Middle East _

- Brought about the first face-to-~face talks ever held between
Israel and all of its Arab neighbors; talks to contirue on
August 24.

-- Led the repeal of the United Nations resolution equating
Zionism with racism.

- Launched and supported United Nations’ efforts that led to
freeing of Western hostages in Lebanon.

Arms Control

- Launched an historic initiative that reduced nuclear weapons
in both U.S. and former Soviet Union, removed tactical
nuclear weapons from overseas and implemented stand-down of
strategic forces from alert status.

- Concluded the historic Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty
(START), cutting the most destabilizing long-range Soviet
nuclear warheads in half and setting stage for further cuts.

-= Concluded and strengthened international agreements to
thwart the spread of technology used to manufacture weapons
of mass destruction in developing countries and to limit
proliferation of weapons in Middle East.

International and Regional Cooperation

- Convened a first-ever drug summit in Cartagena with leaders
of Colombia, Bolivia and Peru.

- Spearheaded a United Nations Security Council resolution
calling on Libya to hand over two suspects implicated in the
bombing of Pan Am flight 103.

- Helped resolve regional conflicts -- including Angola,
Afghanistan, Cambodia and El1 Salvador -- and put them on a
road to peace.
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POSSIBLE QUESTIONS

DOMESTIC/ECONOMIC

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

How do you respond to critics who have interpreted your
comments to Stone Phillips last night as belng "pro-choice?"

What is your post convention campaign strategy and your
vision for the second term?

Is your economic growth package too little, too late?
Why did you make a pledge not to engage in “sleazey" tactics
yet you allow those who run your campaign to engage in such

tactics?

How will this NAFTA agreement help the economy and create
jobs?

FOREIGN

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Everyone agrees that introducing ground forces in Yugoslavia
would be a dangerous development. Why is the U.S. still
pushing for an "all necessary measures" resolution at the
U.N.?

Many analysts and world leaders, including Hargaret
Thatcher, think we should end the arms embargec on Bosnia to
allow the Bosnians to fight on a more equal basis. Why are
you opposed to evening the odds between the Bosnians and the
Serbs?

There is a humanitarian tragedy of equal if not greater
dimensions in Somalia. What is the U.S. doing to alleviate
this problem?

The U.N. has painted a chilling picture of Iragi oppression
of its minorities. Are you planning to do anything to stop
this, such as, setting up safe havens in Southern Iraq?

Do you think the time has come to finish what you started
and remove Saddam Hussein from power?




TALKING POINTS FOR
MEETING WITH HOUSE REPUBLICANS

Thank you for coming down this morning to talk
about the education bill being considered in the
House today.

Well, I think everybody here knows that Bill Ford
has come up with a bill that I can't accept. I
would like to sign a real education reform bill
but I will not sign a bill that maintains the
status quo.




Card 2

I understand that the Speaker and Bill Ford
decided to bring up their education bill right
before our convention because they were worried
we would criticize them for not acting on AMERICA
2000. Well, they should be worried. But they
should also be ashamed of bringing up a bill that
spends more money on the same old tired programs
and for rejecting our proposal out of hand.

Bill Goodling has a substitute that we strongly
support. And Dick Armey has a separate
substitute that we also strongly support.



Card 3

I would like your help in urging Members to vote
for these substitutes. I would also like your
help in encouraging Members to vote against the
Democrats' bill on final passage. And, in the
end, I may also need you to sustain a veto on
this education bill.

Now, I'd like to hear from you. Bob (Michel),
would you like to begin?
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POSSIBLE QUESTIONS

DOMESTIC/ECONOMIC

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

How do you respond to critics who have interpreted your
comments to Stone Phillips last night as being "pro-choice?"

What is your post convention campaign strategy and your
vision for the second term?

Is your economic growth package too little, too late?
Why did you make a pledge not to engage in "sleazey" tactics
yet you allow those who run your campaign to engage in such

tactics?

How will this NAFTA agreement help the economy and create
jobs?

FOREIGN

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Everyone agrees that introducing ground forces in Yugoslavia
would be a dangerous development. Why is the U.S. still
pushing for an "all necessary measures" resolution at the
U.N.?

Many analysts and world leaders, including Margaret
Thatcher, think we should end the arms embargo on Bosnia to
allow the Bosnians to fight on a more equal basis. Why are
you opposed to evening the odds between the Bosnians and the
Serbs?

There is a humanitarian tragedy of equal if not greater
dimensions in Somalia. What is the U.S. doing to alleviate
this problem?

The U.N. has painted a chilling picture of Iraqi oppression
of its minorities. Are you planning to do anything to stop
this, such as, setting up safe havens in Southern Iraq?

Do you think the time has come to finish what you started
and remove Saddam Hussein from power?



MEMORANDUM FOR: MARLIN FITZWATER

RE:

TIME - Michael Kramer and Henry Muller
NEWSWEEK - Ann McDaniel and Tom DeFrank
WASHINGTON TIMES - Wes Pruden

In speaking with reporters who will conduct the interviews they
indicated that the following topics would be discussed:

accomplishments and your failures over the last four years

failures to communicate your accomplishments to the American
people

what you can offer the American people in a second term

'oL$

your plans to get the economy back on track NRET A Pgr“]_
1—#

Socally Boos. Lk Lo

$ v
strategy to smooth transition to democracy in the fornmer 4“"“J'
Soviet Union

campaign strategy after the convention

United Nations and U.S. strategy in Bosnia
Saddam Hussein's viclation of U.N. sanctions
U.S./Israeli relations

convention speech

BUSH LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY - George Bush Handwriting



DOMESTIC/ECONOMIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Most significant clean air legislation in history.
Revolutionary reform in education - America 2000.
Americans with Disabilities Act.

Regulatory Reform - slashing excessive burdensome
regulations.

Financial Institution Reform, Recovery and Enforcement Act
to safeguard depositors.

National Drug Control Strategy and Weed & Seed program
designed to stem the tide of violence and drugs.

National Energy Strategy lays the foundation for a more
efficient and environmentally sound energy future.

National Health care proposals to provide affordable
insurance to all Americans.

Major reform and expansion of child care legislation.

Affordable housing legislation that moves towards a new
emphasis on home ownership.

Comprehensive farm bill with a greater reliance on market
forces.

NAFTA and GATT - breaking down barriers to free trade.

Reforming welfare by granting state waivers and encouraging
states to set goals to require work and responsibility.

Cutting government regulation by regulatory moratorium -
saving consumers $15 to $20 billion (speeding new drug
approval, helping biotech growth and clean air compliance).

Fought for spending caps in order to reduce the deficit,
fighting for a Balanced Budget Amendment and line item veto.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20515

GILLESPIE V. MONTGOMERY

THiRD DISTRICT August 8; 1992

MiSSISSIPPI

Dear Mr. President:

I didn't know if ROLL CALL makes it to
the White House, but thought you might like

this special section on the Congressional Baseball
Game.

It is the only thing worth reading in
the paper.

Sincerely,

GILLESPIEA/. MONTGOMERY

Member of Congress

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500
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- TN OFFICE OF THE PRESS SECRETARY
THE WHITE HOUSE

News Summary

WASHINGTON

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 1992
6:00 A.M. EDT EDITION

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

LOAN GUARANTEE DEAL OPENS A NEW U.S8.-ISRAELI CHAPTER -- President
Bush and Prime Minister Rabin opened a new cooperative chapter in
U.S.-Israeli relations Tuesday with an agreement to send a new $10
billion loan guarantee proposal to Congress and pledges of stronger

strategic cooperation. (Washington Post, Washington Times)
CHIEFS BOUND BOSNIA ALARM -- The Pentagon's battle within the

Administration to stay out of the fighting in Bosnia went public

Tuesday as a Joint Chiefs of Staff representative laid out the

pitfalls American troops would face if ordered to go in.
(Washington Times)

NATIONAL NEWS

GOP PLATFORM PUSHED TO RIGHT -- Conservatives Tuesday pushed the
Republican platform further to the right to reflect their views on
abortion and homosexuality. (Washington Post, Washington Times)

SENATE DEMOCRATS EXPAND ENTERPRISE ZONE PROPOSAL -- Senate Finance
Committee Democrats Tuesday proposed a fivefold increase in the
number of enterprise zones that would be created under their $21.8
billion tax and urban aid bill.

(Washington Post, Wall Street Journal)

NETWORK NEWS (Tuesday evening)

YUGOSLAVIA -- The Senate has
passed a resolution calling on

the President to press the INTERNATIONAL NEWS...A-1
Security Council to authorize
force to ensure aid gets to NATIONAL NEWS..c.eeeoA=7

the Bosnians.

; NETWORK NWB-..--.-..B-I
RABIN VISIT/LOAN GUARANTEES --

President Bush said he will EDITORIALB.ccccocseesC=1
approve up to $10 billion in
loan guarantees for Israel. FOREIGN MEDIA........C=2

CONVENTION/PLATFORM HEARINGS --

There were second thoughts

about politics and taxes.

This Summary is prepared Monday through Friday by the White House News Summary Staff.
For complete stories or information, please call 456-2950.



INTERNATIONAL NEWS

LOAN GUARANTEE DEAL OPENS A
NEW U.8.-ISRAELI CHAPTER

President Bush and Prime Minister Rabin opened a new
cooperative chapter in U.S.-Israeli relations Tuesday with an
agreement to send a new $10 billion loan guarantee proposal to
Congress and pledges of stronger strategic cooperatlgn. .

The arrangement worked out between Bush and Rabin during two
days of talks at the President's vacation home in Kennebunkport was
described by members of Congress as considerably more generous to
Israel than a compromise plan that was proposed earlier this year
by Sens. Leahy and Kasten but rejected by the Administration.

Rep. Obey said he strongly objected in the meeting with Bush
to U.S. taxpayers footing a large share of this bill and therefore
is "not on board" the Administration proposal. Sen. Leahy said he
intends to take a close look at the loan guarantee details with the
aim of bringing legislation before his subcommittee shortly after
Congress returns in early September from its recess.

American Jewish groups praised Bush's pledge to back the U.S.
loan guarantees. Shoshana Cardin, chairman of the Conference of
Presidents of Major Jewish Organizations, said the most important
development was "reaffirmation of the very strong, special
relationship between the United States and Israel."

(Ann Devroy & Don Oberdorfer, Washington Post, A1)

Bush Cites Btrategic Role In Urging Loans To Israel

KENNEBUNKPORT -- U.S. guarantees for $10 billion in loans to
resettle Russian Jews are linked to Israel's assurance of a safe
port for American forces in some future military storm, President
Bush said Tuesday.

Bush said the issue of strategic alliance is coupled with
humanitarian concerns for 1 million Jews from the former Soviet
Union who exercise the Zionist -Law of Return to Israel.

American Jewish Congress leaders praised Bush for his warmth
toward Prime Minister Rabin and approval of the guarantees.

"President Bush personally played a significant role in
enabling Jews from the Soviet Union and from Ethiopia to emigrate
to Israel. The loan guarantees will assist Israel in its herculean
efforts to absorb these immigrants," said a statement issued by the
organization.

Advisers who confirmed the role of a strategic military
relationship as central to the agreement said details would be
discussed at the Pentagon between Rabin and Secretary Cheney.

Bush and Rabin agreed to disagree on the touchy issue of so-
called "security settlements" for the defense of Israel. Rabin's
government will continue building them while halting so-called
"political settlements" in disputed territory.

(Frank Murray, Washington Times, a3)




White House News summary Wednesday, August 12, 1992 == A-2

CONGRESS OPTIMISTIC ABOUT
PASSING ISRAEL LOAN GUARANTEES

Congressional leaders said they were optimistic Capitol Hill
would approve up to $10 billion in loan guarantees for Israel after
President Bush announced agreement in principle with Prime Minister
Rabin.

"T think it can be (passed)," Rep. Gephardt said after a
meeting with Bush. But, Gephardt said, "we are also interested and
have expressed to the President that there be more simultaneous
progress on domestic issues," including loan guarantees for cash-
strapped U.S. cities. _

Sen. Bond said he told Bush he thought it was urgent the U.S.
move ahead with the proposed sale to Saudi Arabia of F-15 fighter
planes now that the agreement with Israel has been reached. Bond
told reporters some 40,000 jobs, many of them in his own state,
were linked to building the F-~15s. (Busan Cornwell, Reuter)

ARABS DO NOT OBJECT
TO ISRAELI LOAN GUARANTEES

Arab delegations participating in the Middle East peace talks
say they do not oppose U.S. loan guarantees for Israel providing
the $10 billion is not spent on Jewish settlements in the occupied
territories.

Palestinian spokeswoman Hanan Ashrawi said, however, that
President Bush would be discredited if Israel uses any of the money
guaranteed by the U.S. to build settlements in the occupied
territories. "If American funds are used for settlement activity
it means that the Americans are party to the conflict and are no
longer an impartial peace broker," Ashrawi said at a news
-conference in East Jerusalem.

Officials from Syria, Lebancn and Jordan said loan guarantees -
are an issue between the U.S. and Israel that should not now shade
the peace process as long as Prime Minister Rabin does not renege
on his pledge.

"Whatever the United States gives or does not give to Israel
is an American issue," Bushra Kanafani, a spokeswoman at the Syrian

embassy in Washington, said. "If, however, Israel continues to

build settlements under the cover of security then this is not

going to be conducive to peace." (8id Balman, UPI)
~more-
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U.8. WARNS IRAQ
ON SHIITES

U.N. -- In a veiled warning, the U.S. Tuesday hinted that if
Baghdad continues its bloody repression of the Shiites population
in southern Iraq the U.N. Security Council may have to %ntervene
and create a protected zone there as it did in the Kurdish north
of the country. ' ,

The warning came during an urgent meeting of the cou901l to
discuss mounting human rights violations in Iraq. During the
session, Max van der Stoel, the U.N. special invegtlgator of human
rights abuses in Iraq, presented a report in which he expresged
concern that "thousands of innocent people are in danger of losing
their 1lives" throughout the country as a result of forced
starvation and military attacks.

The U.S. warning, echoed by Britain, appears intended both.to
prod Baghdad to end its suppression of Iraq's Shiite and Kurdish
populations and to force it to cooperate with the U.N. The warning
was contained in a statement by U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Edward
Perkins. Referring to the council's decision last year to protect
the Kurdish population from Iraqi forces by creating U.N.-
protected camps, Perkins suggested the situation among the Shiites
in the south appeared to require a similar response.

It was unclear if he was threatening to repeat the 1991
military intervention by thousands of U.S. and allied troops to
help Kurdish refugees, or proposing to emulate the subsequent
dispatch of U.N. guards to set up protected zones.

' (Trevor Rowe, Washington Post, A23)

EX-OFFICIAL: BUSH BRIEFED
ON IRAN-CONTRA

New testimony by an ex-CIA official suggests that President
Bush knew more about the Reagan Administration's arms-for-hostages
deals with Iran than he admits.

Retired CIA officer George Cave, testifying Tuesday in the
Iran-contra trial of Clair George, said he was told that an Israeli
agent would brief then-Vice President Bush about the arms sales
operation. Bush has insisted that he was not in the "loop" of the
Iran-contra affair.

Cave, while testifying about George's involvement in the Iran
arms sales, referred to a meeting he had with Oliver North in
Germany in July 1986.

North, +trying to revive the troubled arms-for-hostages
operation at the time, said he would arrange a meeting between Bush
and Israeli intelligence operative Amiram Nir, Cave testified. "I
think it's necessary to brief the Vice President because he isn't
up to speed on this operation," Cave quoted North as saying.

Nir, in a 30-minute meeting with Bush in Jerusalem on July 29,
1986, described details of efforts to gain the release of U.S.
hostages through arms shipments, according to notes taken by a Bush
aide. (8am Meddis, USA Today, 6A)

' 77 -more-
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JUDGE ORDERS CIA DIRECTOR GATES TO
TESTIFY FOR DEFENSE IN GEORGE CASE

A federal judge Tuesday rejected an attempt by CIA Director
Robert Gates to avoid testifying at the trial of former CIA spy
chief Clair George.

Saying Gates "is up to his eyeballs in his knowledge" of the
Iran-contra affair, U.S. district Judge Royce Lamberth expressed
annoyance at the last-minute attempt Monday night to quash a
subpoena directing Gates to appear as a defense witness.

Gates, now expected to appear early next week, could face
rough questioning by both sides in the trial.

After months of negotiations with CIA lawyers, George's
attorneys issued a subpoena Saturday, calling for Gates's
appearance Tuesday, the day they began presenting their defense.
The Justice Department stepped in on Gates's behalf Monday night,
contending that George's 1lawyers had failed to Jjustify
"interference with the work of an Executive Branch agency at its
highest levels." Departmental lawyers complained that chief
defense counsel Richard Hibey had "failed to identify the
partlcular areas of testimony he seeks, or how any such information
is material and favorable to (George' s) defense."

(George Lardner & Walter Pincus, Washington Post, A4)

JUDGE IN IRAQ LOAN CASE
CRITICIZES ATTORNEY GENERAL

The federal judge who presided over a case involving illicit
bank loans to Iraq criticized Attorney General Barr Tuesday for
deciding not to seek an independent investigation of how the Bush
Administration handled the case.

Judge Marvin Shoob said Barr's letter to Congress on Monday
rejecting a request for an independent counsel contained several
"totally wuntrue" assertions about the Atlanta-based court
proceedings. Shoob said only appointment of an independent counsel
could set the record straight.

Elaborating on concerns he first raised in June, Shoob said
he is perplexed by .indications that officials in Washington
interfered with the prosecution of the case and worked out a last-
minute deal which, he said, avoided a public statement by a key
defendant whose attorneys had threatened to implicate government
officials in the illicit loans.

The case involved an estimated $5 billion in unauthorized
loans to Iraq by the Atlanta branch of the Italian-owned Banca
Nazionale del Lavoro (BNL), of which $1.25 billion were guaranteed
by the Bush Administration as part of a high-level effort to
bolster U.S.-Iraqi relations. (Jeffrey Smith, Washington Post, A6)

=more-
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CHIEFS BSOUND BOSNIA ALARH

The Pentagon's battle within the Administratioq to stay out
of the fighting in Bosnia went public Tuesday as a Joint Chiefs of
Staff representative laid out the pitfalls American troops would
face if ordered to go in. _

Lt. Gen. Barry McCaffrey told a Senate committee that grgund
intervention to stop the ethnic killing would require a U.N. field
army of 400,000 troops in an operation more difficult than the
guerrilla fighting in Vietnam. _ . .

After a year of airstrikes and village-to-village 1ntervent19n
in mountainous terrain, fighting in the former Yugoslav republic
still might not stop, said Gen. McCaffrey.

His testimony came as the Senate approved, 74-22, a non-
binding resolution calling on President Bush to ask the U.N. to use
"all necessary means, including the use of multinational military
force" to ensure delivery of humanitarian relief and access for
inspectors to detention camps. The Senate language also asked the
U.N. to review its arms embargo to determine whether weapons should
be allowed for "defenseless" factions in Bosnia.

(Rowan Scarborough, Washington Times, A1l)

U.8. MILITARY FEARS
BALRAN INTERVENTION

Senior U.S. military leaders, convinced by doctrine and bitter
experience that they cannot be combatants and relief agents at the
same time, are profoundly worried that domestic and international
pressure will require them to be both in the Balkans.

In that contradictory posture, at once bellicose and
vulnerable, operational planners foresee steady casualties among
U.S. participants and a logic that leaves two distasteful choices:
abandoning the former Yugoslav republics in defeat or building U.S.
forces to a size and role that no one in the Administration or
Congress would support.

(News Analysis, Barton Gellman, Washington Post, A24)

U.8., CANADA, MEXICO NEAR
ACCORD ON TRADE

The U.S., Canada and Mexico are preparing to announce
Wednesday morning the conclusion of an agreement that will
gradually knit the three nations of the continent into the world's
largest and richest free-~trade zone, sources from all three
countries said Tuesday night.

The White House was scheduling a Rose Garden announcement by
President Bush early Wednesday morning to mark the conclusion of
the North American Free Trade agreement, known as NAFTA.

The knottiest issues holding up final completion of NAFTA
involved the crucial question of jobs in the three countries.
Sources said that Carla Hills and her counterparts from Canada and
Mexico were seeking a formula to make sure that North American auto
manufacturers gained the benefits of the agreement, not Japanese
companies that want to ship parts to Mexico or Canada for assembly
and then sell the finished product in the U.S.

(8tuart Auerbach, Washington Post, F1)
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white Holuse Says NAFTA Announcement Likely Wednesday

President Bush is expected to announce a North American Free
Trade Agreement Wednesday, White House sources said.

Michael Baroody, a senior vice president of the National
Associaton of Manufacturers, said that despite the problems free
trade may pose for some industries, "our impression is that the
negotiators have put together an extremely good agreement."

Sen. Baucus agreed with Baroody. "From what I have heard, I
have little quarrel with the commercial substance of the NAFTA."

But he said the Administration had not done enough to shield
strict U.S. environmental laws from being challenged under NAFTA
as illegal restraint of trade. He also said more must be done to
clean up the polluted U.S.-Mexican border.

Baucus also said the Administration was not dealing with the
loss of U.S. jobs that would come with a free-trade pact. He
renewed his call for a fund to retrain workers and to protect the
environment, with money coming from tariffs before they were phased
out or from a new tax on trade.

But William Reilly said NAFTA will allow each country to stop
any import if it did not meet 1legitimate health, safety and
environmental standards. "The negotiations will result in the
'greenest' international trade treaty the world has ever seen," he
said.

Deputy Assistant U.S. Trade Representative Sanford Gaines said
that worker adjustment plans were being discussed with trade unions
and others and a bill would be sent to Congress on worker
retraining early next year when the trade agreement comes up for
a vote by lawmakers. {Robert Trautman, Reuter)

'WE LEFT PEOPLE BEHIND,*
PEROT TELL8S8 POW PANEL -

Ross Perot said Tuesday there is "no question in my mind" that
U.S. prisoners were left behind in Indochina at the end of the
Vietnam War and that federal officials have "“covered up" and
"dissembled" to prevent the truth from coming out.

Some of Perot's assertions appeared to be bolstered Tuesday
by the committeé's release of three newly declassified government
memorandums =-- including one written in March 1973 by Lawrence
Eagleburger -- concludlng there was credible evidence that Laos was
holding captured Americans.

Perot contended that the secret to the fate of U.S. prisoners
is in Laos. Perot said that in a 1970 mission to that country he
and two associates were briefed by the CIA station chief about
specific intelligence involving captive Americans in that country.

Perot also recounted how in 1986 he had been called by then-
Vice President Bush, who urged him to pay $4.2 million to a jailed
businessman in Singapore peddling a videotape that purportedly
showed captive Americans "used as slaves in the Golden Triangle."
Perot said Bush assured him the government would reimburse him and
he paid $45,000 to win release of the businessman.

But after he did so, Perot said, he got a call from Donald
Gregd, who told him "we have decided not to reimburse you." Perot
said he repeatedly called Bush's office trying to find out who made
that decision. "Well, I never got a call back," he said.

(Michael Isikoff, waShin ton Post, Al4)
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GOP PLATFORM PUSHED
TO RIGHT

HOUSTON -- Conservatives Tuesday pushed the Republican
platform further to the right to reflect their views on abortion
and homosexuality. N o

The Republican Platform Committee ratified the party's
strongly antiabortion plank, which includes a call for a
constitutional amendment to ban abortion. It voted 84 to 16
against a motion to drop the abortion plank entirely. In a series
of voice votes, the panel aso rejected amendments to the plank.

Despite the platform's strong antiabortion language, a
Washington Post-ABC News survey of Republican delegates found that
55% of those guestioned oppose a constitutional ban on abortion,
whle 28% favor it.

A platform subcommittee that apparently angered some in the
White House by labeling the 1990 tax increases signed by the
President "a mistake" pulled back -- although only slightly.

A meeting of the economics subcommittee, called after
consultations between its members and Bush campaign officials,
agreed to strike the word "mistake" and instead call the tax
increases "recessionary." The committee also softened a commitment
to repeal the 1990 tax increases. Instead of saying they "should
be repealed," the committee said they "should ultimately be
repealed." _

To make clear the party's view on homosexuality, the committee
Tuesday adopted an amendment expressing opposition to "any
legislation or law that recognizes same sex marriages."

(E.J. Dionne, Washington Post, Al)

GOP Platform Now Free Of 'Mistake!

HOUSTON -~ President Bush's campaign overrode a rump group of
conservatives Tuesday by persuading them to strike language in the
party's platform that said his 1990 tax increase was a "mistake."

"It wasn't necessarily unacceptable, we just thought it was
a little better not to highlight mistakes," Charles Black told

reporters. "It's a fine point, but the President has already
spoken on that subject. A platform should highlight your
positives."

But the changes tended to blur the party's and the President's
positions on the much-debated package of tax increases and spending
cuts designed to reduce the deficit by $500 billion over five
years.

Bush campaign officials were stunned Monday to see their own
party using such inflammatory language against the President,
fearing the Clinton campaign might use the word "mistake" to hammer
the President. Afterward, Rep. Weber said the Bush campaign
overreacted and hoped the President would repudiate the tax
increase at the party's national convention next week.

Asked about the difference between calling the tax increase
a mistake and recessionary, Weber said: "It's more accurate."

(Major Garrett, Washington Times, A4)
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ANGRY BUSH: NO SLEAZE QUESTIONS

A livid President Bush Tuesday refused.to say whether he has

ever committed adultery -- on the heels of a Post regort abou? an
alleged Swiss tryst between Bush and longtime aide Jennifer
Fitzgerald.

"I'm not going to take any sleaze questions," a testy Bush
retorted when NBC correspondent Stone Phillips, in an Oval Office
interview, asked him: "Have you ever had an affair?"

The White House refused to say whether Fitzgerald shared a
Swiss chalet with Bush during a 1984 trip to Geneva -- while
Barbara Bush stayed home to promote a book on C. Fred Bush, a
former family dog.

"The President of the United States owes the public an
explanation, not a tantrum," insisted Joe Trento, a former CNN

correspondent cited in the new book The Power House -- and in the
Post article —- as one of three men wheo say they were told about

the alleged Bush-Fitzgerald Geneva visit by former U.S. Amb. Louis
Fields.

Trento, whose wife, Susan, wrote the book, said Bush "might
have made a very serious mistake" in issuing such an outright
denial about his relationship with Fitzgerald.

(Deborah Orin & Jim Nolan, New York Post, 4)

Bush Angrily Denounces Report Of Extramarital Affair As 'A Lie'

The long-running rumor that President Bush once had an
extramarital affair with a former aide burst into the media
spotlight Tuesday when CNN reporter Mary Tillotson asked Bush about
it at a news conference carried live by the network.

A visibly angry Bush said he was "outraged" that Tillotson
would ask such a question and denounced a story in Tuesday's New
York Post that prompted the question as "a lie."

Several news organizations, including the Washington Post and
Los Angeles Times, have investigated the rumor but found no
evidence to substantiate it. Jennifer Fitzgerald, the former aide,
who was out of the country Tuesday, denied the rumor a decade ago
to Washington Post reporter Ann Devroy. "I spent two solid months
looking into this in the early 1980s and I never found any evidence
of it," said Devroy, who was then working for Gannett News Service.

Ed Turner, CNN's executive vice president, said Tillotson had
asked the question on her own. "It's the role of the reporter to
ask questions," he said. "What comes of them determines the news
value." Richard Gooding, the New York Post's metropolitan editor,
said the tabloid published the story after determining that the
source, the late Louis Fields, "was not a crackpot or senile."
Asked if he is troubled-that the key source is dead, Gooding said,
"obviously, you'd rather have a live guy."

Torie Clarke called the New York Post "below the Star and the
National Enquirer." Bill Clinton said Tuesday that he deplored the
New York Post article and sympathized wtih Bush. "I felt sorry for
him," Clinton said. "I like him on a personal level. I 1like his
wife. I just don't think it ought to be part of this campaign."

(Howard RKurtz, Washington Post, Al2)

=moroe-
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Bush Angry At 'Bleaze' Questions

President Bush has denounced allegations of adultery in a
newly released book as a "lie" and twice called down reporters who
tried to ask about the rumor. )

"I'm not going to take any sleazy questions like that from
CNN," Bush heatedly said Tuesday during a news conference when
asked about the charges by a CNN reporter.

Bush was again asked a similar question by Stone Phillips, co-
anchor on NBC's "Dateline," who noted that Bill Clinton also had
been asked the question directly.

"Be careful now or this interview might end," Bush warned.

GOP officials were angry over the story and sald Democrats had
peddled the accusations to newspapers for some time. "The
Democrats have been peddling this trashy book to many reputable
newspapers, who have all rejected the opportunity to reprint this
trash," said Mary Matalin.

Avis Lavelle, press secretary for Bill Clinton, responded in
Little Rock: "We've had nothing to do with that story nor do we
want anything to do with this story. This is a campaign that
should be run on the issues and that's where we will concentrate
our attacks." (UPI)

Bush Denies Affair

KENNEBURKPORT -- President Bush vehemently denied Tuesday that
he committed adultery with longtime aide Jennifer Fitzgerald,
finally confronting a rumor that had resisted years of Democratic
efforts to make it public.

The Bush campaign blamed Bill Clinton's campaign for reviving
the story, which was floated without much success by the Dukakis
‘camp in 1988 and by Hillary Clinton in a Vanity Fair interview this
spring. :

Several reporters said their newspapers received faxes
outlining the allegations but did not use them. One reporter said
a Democratic operative boasted, "We'll send them to somebeody every
day until someone bites.™

"It's the Clinton campaign, the Clinton backers and the
Clinton supporters. That's one thing we all know for certain now,"
Torie Clarke said. "The New_York Post has succumbed to what has
been an all-out effort to get someone to print this trash."

George Stephanopoulos, communications director for the Clinton
campalgn, dlsputed her statement as "simply not true" and Clinton,
campaigning in Miami, distanced himself from the episode. "I
didn't like it when it was done to me. I don't like it when it is
done to him," Clinton said. (Frank Murray, Washington Times, 21)

=more-




White House News Summary Wednesday, August 12, 1992 -- A-10

BUSH: CHOICE ON ABORTION
WOULD BE GRANDDAUGHTER'S

President Bush, in an interview with "Dateline NBC," said
Tuesday that if one of his granddaughters came to him and said she
wanted to have an abortion, he would try to talk her out of it but
would still "stand by . my child" if she chose to terminate the
pregnancy.

When interviewer Stone Phillips asked, "So in the end, the
decision would be hers?" Bush responded: "Well, who else's could
it be?" He said he was "offended" by the number of abortions

performed yearly and that "lack of respect for life," but that if
his granddaughter were to go ahead anyway, "I'd hold out my hand
to her, put my arm around her.® Bush said Vice President Quayle's
similar comments with talk show host Larry King recently had been
misunderstood.

Bush was asked what he would do if one of his grandchildren
announced that he or she was gay. Bush said that although he does
not believe homosexuality is a "normal lifestyle,"™ he would still
"love that person.” (Ruth Marcus, Washington Post, Al2)

Bush Bays He Would 'sStand By' Child, Even If She Wanted Abortion

President Bush says he would not turn away from a child who
was a homosexual but would urge the child not to become an advocate
"for a lifestyle that in my view is not normal." Bush also said
he would encourage any member of his family not. to have an abortion
but "I'd stand by my child" if she went ahead and had the procedure
anyway.

The President made his comments in an interview televised
Tuesday on NBC in which he also expressed fresh support for Vice
President Quayle. "He has my full confidence. And I stand by
people, I don't peel off," Bush said. He said he was sure Quayle
would offer to step aside if he thought it would help but that "I'm
not even considering that."

On the homosexuality question, Bush said the Bible "teaches
compassion and love. But I would say I hope you wouldn't become
an advocate for a 1lifestyle that is not normal, and propose
marriages, same-sex marriages, is a normal way of life."

Offering a hypothetical case on abortion, Bush said, "If my
granddaughter said 'I've done something terrible, I've robbed, I've
stolen something, I'd stand by her. I think that's what the Vice
President was saying, didn't mean he condoned the act but he said
he'd stand by his child.” (Terence Hunt, AP)

=more-
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CLINTON SOFTENS ABSAULT
AGAINBT BUSH

MIAMI BEACH —-—- There are moments during a political ca@paign
that call for a slightly different approach by the candidate.
Tuesday was one of those moments for Bill Clinton.

For days he has been hammerlng President Bush with sharply
partisan attacks. But speaklng Tuesday before the Southern
Legislative Conference, a bipartisan although mostly Democratic
organization of state legislators for southern and border states,
Clinton softened the harder edges of his message.

Clinton turned to humor and an appeal to southern pride to
make essentially the same points, providing a classic example of
how he hopes to use his and Gore's southern roots to undercut a
solid Republican electoral base. Near the end of his speech,
Clinton turned to GOP campalgn tactics.

"The other side is going to go down there to Houston and tell
you Al Gore and I may have been born in Arkarnisas and Tennessee, but
we're just a bunch of crazy, wild-eyed liberals," Clinton said.
"And that we just can't wait to get in power in Washington so we
can take your guns away and trample family vaues and raise taxes
on every poor working person in America. I can hear it now, and
so can you, and the reason you're laughing is you know I'm telling
the truth." (Edward Walsh, Washington Post, Al2)

HEALTH-CARE POLICY: HOW BUBH
AND CLINTON DIFFER

Of all the many differences between Bill Clinton and President
Bush, none are more profound than their disagreements over health-
care policy.

Bush accuses Clinton of favoring a state-run system that would
have Soviet-like elements. Clinton accuses the President of
ignoring costs that are rising like "a patient's fever chart."

While both presidential candidates want to curb costs and make
insurance coverage more available, they favor very different
methods, especially concerning the government's role. But both
candidates are vague about how they would pay for their proposals.

(Robert Pear, New York Times, Al)

=more-—
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RTC ACCUSED OF EASING
UP ON B&L SUITS

Three managers in the Resolution Trust Corporation's (RTC)
legal division told a Senate committee Tuesday that top agency
officials have eased up in their pursuit of some former savings and
loan directors and officials and said they believe political
considerations are behind the moves.

The three said that in the past several months the RTC has
agreed to small financial settlements in some cases and has
abandoned some lawsuits altogether, even though they said the suits
were justlfled and potentially lucrative. They said all these
actions came since the agency decided to replace many of its most
experienced lawyers assigned to pursue fraud and negligence by S&L
officials.

Jacqueline Taylor, one of the managers, said one lawsuit
recently slated to be filed was abandoned in favor of settlement
negotiations after President Bush met with some of the targets of
the suit.

Sources said that case involved Deseret Federal Savings &
Loan, whose directors included Howard Hunter, a top-ranking
official of the Mormon church. Bush met for about an hour with
Hunter and other top Mormon officials during a campaign stop in
Salt Lake City July 17. (Susan Schmidt, Washington Post, A1l)

A BTATUS REPORT ON
THE GLASS CEILING

Women and minorities have yet to overcome the proverbial glass
ceiling in business, Secretary Martin said Tuesday, conceding that
little has changed since she vowed one year ago to help women and
minorities land America's top corporate jobs.

"We continue to f£ind a general absence of minorities and women
at the highest levels in the corporate work force, in the
developmental programs and in credential-building assignments,"
Martin told a news conference held to release "Pipeline of
Progress: A Status Report on the Glass Ceiling."

Martin noted that only 7.5%, or 99 of the 1,315 board members
at America's 100 biggest companies are women. Only 27 women, or
11.5%, hold leadership positions in the country's 25 biggest
unions, she said.

Martin also finalized an agreement Tuesday with the Small
Business Administration designed to "effect real change... to
heighten awareness of glass ceiling issues" among small and medium-
sized businesses. (8hari Rudavsky, Washington Post, A19)

=more-
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SENATE DEMOCRATS EXPAND
ENTERPRISE ZONE PROPOEAL

Senate Finance Committee Democrats Tuesday proposed a fivefold
increase in the number of enterprise zones that would be created
under their $21.8 billion tax and urban aid bill, dropping two of
President Bush's proposed tax breaks to finance the increased tax
relief for depressed areas.

The Democrats unveiled the changes -- which would raise the
number of enterprise zones from 25 to 125 at a cost of $5.5 billion
instead of $2.5 billion -= in an apparent attempt to pick up votes
and head off an Administration-backed alternative that includes a
capital gains tax cut.

To finance the additional urban and rural tax-relief zones,
the Democrats sought to drop Bush's proposals to stimulate the
economy with a $2;500 tax credit for those who purchase their first
home before next January and a 15% tax allowance for business
equipment installed by next July.

Calling the new proposal a "significant change," Sen. Dole
said Republicans needed some time to "sort out" the implications,
and there were indications that the enterprise zone issue might not
be resolved until after the Senate returns from its recess Sept.
8.

The new plan would create 75 2zones in cities, of which 40
would be set aside for cities of less than 500,000 population,
along with 40 in rural areas and 10 on Indian reservations. Each
zone would receive an average of $8.8 million in tax breaks in each
of the next five years. (Helen Dewar, Washington Post, 2A2)

Sanators Expand Plan To Create Enterprise Zones

Senate Democrats; piqued by Bush Administration criticism of
a bipartisan tax bill, acceded to démands for a broader program of
business incentives for blighted areas, but dropped two of the
President's other economic priorities to pay for it.

Sen. Bentsen said he expanded the enterprise zone bill in part
to counter what he characterized as Secretary Kemp's
"misrepresentations” about the bill. Secretary Kemp was in Dayton,
Ohio, and declined to comment.

The expansion also helps cement support for the package.
Bentsen acknowledged that several senators were concerned that no
communities in their states would qualify to be enterprise zones.
One convert was Sen. Lieberman, who had planned to offer a
substitute enterprise-zone amendment with Sen. Kasten, supported
by Secretary Kemp. _

Kasten complained that Kasten made the change because he
feared the Kasten-Lieberman version, which would reduce capital-
gains taxes for investors in new small businesses, would pass.

(Jackie Calmes, Wall Street Journal, A2)

=more-
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SENATE APPROVES FAMILY
LEAVE BILL

The Senate Tuesday defied veto threats and approved family-
leave legislation in a send-off message to President Bush as he
heads for the Republican National Convention that included sharp
criticism from a staunch Republican loyalist.

"I think the President is just plain wrong on this. I hope
they (the Administration) will reconsider," said Sen.'Bond, who
joined Sen. Dodd in drafting the final version of the bill.

The bill, which the House is expected to approve and send to
the White House before the November elections, would guarantee
employees of firms with 50 or more workers up to 12 weeks of unpaid
leave for birth or adoption of a child or for the serious illness
of the worker or a close family member. Health insurance would
continue during the leave.

"I think his failure to support (the bill) is a failure to
reinforce an important part of his platform," Bond said of the
President at a news conference. "I'd say it's a missed opportunity
if they in fact will not take another look at it."

"Tt's time to replace 'family values' rhetoric with real
policies that value families," Dodd told the Senate before the
vote. (Helen Dewar, Washington Post, A9)

Family Leave Bill Passes Senate As Veto Duel Looms

Setting up a campaign-season veto battle with President Bush,
the Senate approved a bill Tuesday requiring large firms to grant
workers up to 12 weeks of unpaid leave for childbirth or family
emergencies.

"The President's signature (on the bill) would indeed promote
family values," argued Rep. Mazzoli. "A veto of that bill would
disparage family values."

Sen. Dole argued that imposing family leave on large employers
would force them to cut back on other benefits, such as health
insurance or vacations. "Phis is one of those cases where
Washington does not know best," Dole said.

Judith Lichtman, president of the Women's Legal Defense Fund,
said she was "cautiously optimistic" about winning a veto override
battle in the House and Senate. "We are picking up votes in-the
House, " she said. "We sense real movement among both Democrats and
Republicans. To the extent that this has become a campaign issue,
it raises the stakes." (William Eaton, Los Angeles Times, Al)

-more-
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CHILDREN'S POVERTY
ROBE IN 'so0S8 ‘

Child poverty, which historically has been concentrated in the
nation's largest urban areas, climbed rapidly during the 1980s, not
only in big cities but in small cities, suburbs and rural areas,
a child advocacy group reported Tuesday.

The Children's Defense Fund reported that the list of cities
with the highest child poverty rates included not only places like
Détroit, New Orleans and Miami, but smaller cities with less
obvious economic problems, such as Laredo, Tex.; Rochester, N.Y.;
Fresno, Calif., and Shreveport, La.

Armong the 100 largest cities in the country, the percentage
of children living in poverty went up from 24.8% in 1979 to 28% a
decade later, accordirig to the group, which based its findings on
1990 census figures. The figures were much higher among minority
children, with as many as two-thirds in poverty in some cities.

Census Bureau surveys show that between 1989 and 1990, another
841,000 children fell into poverty, nearly as many as were added
during the previous decade. New poverty figures scheduled for
release next month are likely to show another leap, according to
James Weill, general counsel for the Children's Defense Fund.

(Barbara Vobejda, Washington Post, A3)

WHITE HOUSE UNROLLS RED
CARPET FOR OLYMPIANS

He began his day in Los Angeles, having hours earlier told Jay
Leno that he used to think of himself as "just another boy from
Virginia," but when diver Mark Lenzi ended the day eating hotdogs
and Dove Bars on the White House floor, he knew those days were
long gone.

She began her day at the McLean Hilton, having earlier shopped
at Tysons Corner Mall and eaten at McDonald's but when taekwondo
athlete Terry Poindexter ended the day shaking hands' with the
President, she knew the 15 minutes of fame her sSport brought her
were almost up.

The two Olympians made their final team appearance Tuesday
afternoon, when they joined nearly 500 other athletes for a two-
hour visit to the White House.

(David Nakamura & Liz Robbins, Wagshington Post, B1)

EDITOR'S NOTE: "The Olympians, Taking The Whité House By Storm"
by Martha Sherrill appears in the Washington Pogt, page C1.

=-End of A-8ection-




NETWORK NEWS

(Tuesday evening, August 11)
YUGOSLAVIA

ABC's Peter Jennings: We begin tonight with the question becoming
more pressing for the Bush Administration. Should the United
States be decing more to guarantee that humanitarian relief gets to
the embattled people of Bosnia-Hercegovina. The U.S. Senate sgld
yes today by a vote of 74-22. The Senate has passqd a resolptlon
calling on the President to press the U.N. Security Council to
authorize a multilateral military force to ensure that humanitarian
relief gets to the Bosnians. The resolution also calls for the
U.N. and the International Red Cross to be admitted to refugee and
POW camps. As the Senate was calling for the use of force if
necessary, some military officers are showing reluctance.

ABC's Barrie Dunsmore reports Lt. Gen. Barry McCaffery was none too
subtle in choosing com