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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
TELEPHONE MEMORANDUM
JANUARY 20 1992
PRESIDENT BUSH )
TIME -
PLACED DIsC NAME ACTION

ouT XEM|

MEDICAL UNIT TLKD-OK WITH MAJOR

OFC: WASHINGTON, D.C. ARTHUR WALLACE

WHITE HOUSE ADMIN. EXT. 797
ANc | 7:33 em| 7:34 7:33 P.M.
ouT AM
INC PM
ouT AM
INC PM
ouT AM
INC M
ouT AM
INC PM
ouT AM
INC PM
ouT AM
INC PM
ouT AM
INC PM

. ourT AM

INC PM
ouT AM
INC PM
ouT AM
INC PM
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

TELEPHONE MEMORANDUM
SIGNAL SWITCHBOARD ~

.January 20 , 19_9_%

TIME

PLACED DISC NAME ACTION
our 7‘11. AMI7:12 Major John E. Wissler Tlkd-ok
Laurel Lodge, Camp David, Maryland | 7:11 AM
e PM Camp David Signal 4-1670
OUT | 8:07 AM My. Edward Rollins Left Message on
Office, Alexandria, Virginia Answering Machine
NS pmli2:34 703-636-3247 8:11 AM
e M| TIkdmek
SR H—— . 1237 B :
INC PM
OUT | g:15 AM|171.25) o Roger B. Porter Tlkd-with Ms. Porter
Office, Washington, D.C. 8:16 AM
. . Tlkd-ok
e | PM White House Signal 7-2283 11:24 AM
ouT i 8:19 AM Ms. Bridget M. Montagne PRESUS Cancel
Office, Washington, D.C. 8:23 AM
e PM 456-2990 '
OUT | 9:31 AM(g9.42 Mr. Roger E. Ailes .T1lkd~ck
Office, New York City, New York 9:33 AM
ine PM 212-685-~-8400
QT | 10:49 AM|11:17 ; WCB
Mr. George W. Bush Jr. 10:50 AM
Tlkd-ck
iNe - (b)(6) 11:06 Al
OUT 1'11:26 AM|11:30| pg, Patty Presock T1kd-ck
Office, Washington, D.C. 11:26 &M
I PM White House Signali7-2198
- ouT AM Corporal Richard J. Owca Jr
Wye Oak Fitness Center Tlkd-ok
Camp David, Maryland 12:21 PM
e | 12:21 pM|12:21 Camp David Signal 4-1555
ouT AM
INC PM
ouT AM
INGC PM

Adoaojoyd Aeaqiy [enuspisald ysng



PRESIDENTIAL MOVEMENTS

Camp David, Maryland

LOCATION Washington, D.C. DATE 20 January 1992
TIME MOVEMENTS
1305 Depart Camp David via Marine One
1336 Arrive South Grounds
1338 Residence
1444 South Grounds
1445 Oval Office
1825 South Grounds
1829 Residence

WHCA FORM 15, OCTOBER 15, 1980
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January 20, 1992

| To: Connie Horner

From : Pres.

Re: Dorothy Collins Weaver ( mrs. David)

Dorothy, long time supporter is (has been)
Pres. of Dallas Fed Reserve Board. Also many
other civic activities. Perhaps head of
Chamber of Commerce for a year.

In any event she is able ,leng time
supporter.

Please see is she'd be interested in some
assignment- full time or part time. David is
a very active business person too.

o

FrROM THE PRESIDENT = J
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1/20/9%~
Mr. President:

George, Jr.. called to say that Bobby Holt was looking
for 2 tickets to the State of the Union for him and Mrs.

Holt.
YES
N -
—
2) Roger Porﬁs;,weﬂTH/T;;; it-to be a very personal
MEEtiﬁgﬁ’/I d himI w call when you got in.
West Wing office is OK.

3) Mrs. Fadwa Salah (Abdullah) called to say that
she and her husband are in town today and tomorrow.
Wondered if there was any possibility of their seeing
you and Mrs. Bush. You wrote him and told him if
they had an opportunity before they left for Jordan
to come by to say hello.

Otherwise they will be back on the 27th. They ' ?D
head back to Jordan on the 3rd of February. _HE§ ' &
Tele. # Park Hyatt Hotel - 789-1234 Room 720. ),0"/‘1 .
WANT TO SEE? YES___NO % e
)

WHEN?  TODAY ! i

TOMORROW LD

JANUARY 27th /1

rZ




January 20, 1992

I To: Phil Brady

The attached letter came in today from a cousin. I do not know
her though we may have met.

She writes about Joe Doherty

Will you please have a reply prepared- giving me a synopsis of
| this case in the process.

Thanks.

gb




January 17, 1992

[3’43 £ q-ﬂlﬂl&‘yﬂvb 5
wis 59107

President George H. W:. Bush
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500 Meocdason,

Dear George:

1 am writing to you, as a relative, on a most urgent matter. I have
never seen any reason to avail of my family relationship to; nor
did I imagine that I would ever see such a day. Until now.

I will not dance around the subject: I am requesting that you ask
Attorney General Barr to order a hearing on the asylum claim of
Joseph Doherty. Since the Supreme Court, in an unusually divided
opinion, has effectively cleared the way for Mr. Doherty's
deportation, the only hope that this man has left for his

day in court lies with the Attorney General, who has the power to
give Mr. Doherty a hearing on his claim for asylum.

Because of the extreme urgency of this matter, I am not particularly
eager to engage in a debate on the political or legal points
of this case, but I will go so far as to make a few comments
| about why I believe that your intervention would be politically
| expeditious: First, interest in Mr. Dohertv's case has never
been based on partisan lines. As you probably know, Senators
Hatch and Helms are two of the most outspoken advocates of Mr.
Doherty's right to an asylum hearing. Therefore, your action
in this case would in no way be an aberration in terms of
your party's commitments. Nor would it be seen as bowing to
pressure from an Irish-American lobby. Support for Mr.
Doherty's claim has long come from well outside that particular
grouping, to include lawyers, human rights activists and aca-
demics such as myself. For me, this has nothing to do with
Northern Ireland and everything to do with the integrity of
the American political system.

Finally, I and other political analysts are of the very strong
opinion that Dick Thornburgh's loss in the gubernatorial race

in Pennsylvania, despite your support, had a great deal to do
with the public outrage over his mishandling of the Doherty case,
and his refusal to let Mr. Doherty have his day in court. This
outrage was organized to an effective political opposition that,
unfortunately, helped secure Mr. Thornburgh's defeat. It seems
to me that the citizens of Pennsylvania felt that, on this issue
at least, the former Attorney General was out of touch with

the people.

This letter, however, is not about polities. It 1s quite
frankly and sincerely a personal appeal and one which I

make with everything in me. I write this as family, hoping
that you know that I would not take advantage of our relation-
ship in normal circumstances. There is nothing normal, however,
about this case.




I trust that you are having better luck keeping those nasty
viruses at bay. Avoidance of dairy products has always been

my trick.
May God bless and keep you.

Much love,

(ﬁlﬁﬁé/a% %[OMA

Hilary House
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January 20, 1992

Laurie:

More fine suggestions:

Dorothy Collins Weaver and Husband David
Miami.... invite to State Dinner or some
good event.

L I — FROM THE PRESIDENT
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January 20, 1992

Mr. President
Two phone calls that came in this morning:

1, Jimmy Walker -- he called to chat w/ me regarding Dorrance.
A friend of his had lunch with Dorrance. Dorrance was gquoted
as saying that Sam Skinner is like a "bull in a china shop."
Very short fuse. Much turmoil here. Unease.

If Jim Lake were to come to the White House as Communlcatlons
Chief, Dorrance would leave.

(b)(6)

What drives what -- policy drives communication or does
communications drive policy. We need to focus on a domestic
policy -- or is there an inability to get our domestic message
out? Just getting rid of Demerest might not be the answer.

Adoaoloyg Aleiqr jeripuapisald qsné

Cokie Roberts tells Jimmy she is hearing from lots of N.H.'
Republican voters that they are going to vote against George
Bush just to make a statement.

§

L




Steve Rhodes called from Jamaica. (He's now with the Jamaican
company, COMET RICE.) He splits his time between LA & Jamacia.

Wants you to know that he's for you 100% and if there's
anything he can do to be helpful, just let him know.
Said to stay the course.

Will be getting married in Washington - July 25th to

Dr. Linda McMurdock a clinical psychologist in Washington, DC.
You and Mrs. Bush will be receiving an invitation to the
wedding.

PHONE NUMBERS FOR STEVE:

Jamacia: 809-978-2677

984-4307
984-4398

: 213-938-2649

Patty Presock



The Honorable Joseph Verne cc: (in & out)

Denbigh Farm Nikki Richnow
591 Riversville Road _ Jan Burmeister
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1/21/92

No answer at his NY office
(212) 415-4240,

Per his previous office at
State, they recommend
sending correspondence

to his CT home until

his office is completely
established.

Robin HMacLean

= TENAFPTY AT L.
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White House News Summary Monday, January 20, 1992
10:00 A.M EST NEWS UPDATE

TRIP (Christopher Connell, AP) -- President Bush sought to put the
spotlight on an old campaign promise he has fulfilled in part:
bigger budgets for Head Start to prepare poor children for school.
But Democrats in Congress already are looking to double Bush's
newest proposal for a $500 million increase for the popular
preschool program. Bush was flying to Catonsville to visit a Head
Start center and announce what the White House billed as "the
largest increase ever" for Head Start. Secretary Sullivan said on
CBS' "This Morning" program, "We will have more than 300,000
additional children in the Head Start program who were not being
served before. That's the important thing, the difference this
will make in their lives and in their future as leaders in our
country."

U.8. WORKERS/JAPAN (Tokyo/AP) =-- In a frantic stab at damage
control, Japan sought to soothe U.S. anger over a senior
politician's comment that lazy U.S. workers are to blame for the
countries' trade gap. Japanese leaders alsc quickly issued
reassurances that Prime Minister Miyazawa had not reneged on
pledges made during his Tokyo summit with President Bush to
increase imports of U.S. cars and auto parts. "We have determined
that we will sincerely accomplish each item which we have promised
to do," Koichi Kato, the chief government spokesman said, referring
to targets to import 20,000 more U.S. cars annually and roughly
double U.S. auteo part imports to $10 billion.

(Tokyo/UPI) —-- The speaker of Japan's House of Representatives
denied saying one third of Americans cannot read and professed his
friendship to the American people. Yoshio Sakurauchi also denied
writing off the U.S. as "Japan's subcontractor," and warning that
"the rest of the world may tell America, 'You're no good.' As a
friend, I made a well-meaning statement that I hope the American
economy, along with Japan, will be the most competitive in the
world," Sakurauchi added.

ISRAELI BETTLEMENTS (Jerusalem/UPI) -- Israel engaged in a massive
building campaign throughout the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip
last year, more than tripling the number of housing units built in
Jewish settlements in 1990, Haaretz said.

POWS/VIETNAM (Bangkok/AP) -- A Vietnamese government investigation
has concluded that no KGB agents interviewed American prisoners in"
Vietnam after the U.S. troop withdrawal in 1973, state radio
reported.

CUBAN EXILES8 (Mexico City/AP) -- In announcing the execution of an
exile convicted of leading an armed three-man infiltration team,
Cuba decried Washington's unwillingness to prevent exiles from
organizing such missions. The Cuban news agency Prensa Latina did
not say where the reported execution occurred. Indeed, the
dispatch focused more on arguing that the U.S. is not easing its
aggression toward Cuba in what are trying times for the island's
residents.

###
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AN AIDS HAVEN
First Lady Barbara Busit with John Maddix

and Corneiia Scoit at the new Bill Austin Day
Treatment and Care Center, dedicated

Urs. Bush.
Reaching Oui

Support for Vietims at
AIDS Facilit_v Dedication

By Duonnie Radcliffe

Woachimgton e 4=~ o Wea,r

Calling AIDS "a tracedy that witects us
Barbara Bush yesterday neiped dedicate a ne
Washington haven for those afilicted with the
disease and in the process also may have huiit
a bridge for her husband. who has been
cnticized in that commumty for a lick o
leaderstup in fighting .

“The Bill Austin Day Treatment jmd Cary
Center will be a beacon of canng in our
community for victims of this horriic disease.”
the First Lady told an audience of voiunteers,
professional caregivers and peaple infected
with the AIDS virus. "Yes, there are otjer
places where peopie can find counseling, me:-
cal treatment or a hot meal, but no other ph v
where they can find all these services under
one roof.”

The center, named for a local architect who
died last year of AIDS at the age of 38, i
attached to and operated by the Whitman-
Watker Clinic on S Street NW and is one of
oniy three in the country offering outpatient
programs providing medical care and psycho-
social services.

“Most important,” Mrs. Bush said, “this will
be a place where you can find a friend.
Loneliness is often the toughest battle serious-
Iy ill people can face, especially people with
AIDS. They spend hours alone in their bed-
room or hospital needing friends who under-
stand how they feel and know how to help.”

She said she was “especially touched” when
AIDS patients she met with earfier "toid me
tiey have a little prodlem with famuly—ar let
e put it thiy way, that family bas a licele
problem with them.

“I certainly make a pitch to all families to
open your hearts and your minds and get
educated about AIDS, You can't catch it, you
can't give it by love, and 1 would make an
appeal for alf families to open your arms up to
your children, your relatives and friends,”

resterday at the Whitman-Walker Clinic.

A2 1 RIDAY, DECEMBER 20, 199 1

~aler, foln Madawx, an AiLS patlent 2nd &
‘uemoer of the Vhitman-Walker line's boara
o awecrars, «2:d that although he telt eonn-
dent Mrs, Bush would go back to the White
House and tell her husband "what happenca
here today,” he also felt the president has tu
dreat understanding of AIDS or what 1t wiil
iake 1o combat it “He's like so many Amert-
cans.” he satd. “people who've never stumea
tuman sexualty—people are afraid of sexuali-

"

Bush’s criticism this week of anti-A[DS
programs in which condoms are distributed to
ieenagers was another example, said Maddix.
a former teacher, of “the message of preven-
LN ot getting out to young people. Even if
.-y re an abstinence-based sex-education pro-
ST0L y0u need to give kids the informeir 5.

Comelia Scott, another AIDS patient, -aul
she told Mrs. Bush that “we need 1o null

“odether as a nation, we need more education,
mnre compassion, that many people are walk-
1y about in the community who are HIV-posi-
tive and are afraid to come and say, ‘Help me.
hug me, comfort me, guide me.’

“She was very positive, very supportive,”
sad Scott, who was more circumspect about
the Bush administration’s record on AIDS. “I
it say it’s not been good or has been good
iecause we are all learning about this disease.
But Mrs. Bush being here is a definite break-
through.”

Riley K. Temple, president of the clinic’s
iwoard, said he hoped Bush, in his comments
about condoms, meant “that people can protect
themselves and reduce the risk of infection,
and that that is the behavior we ougit to
encourage.”

He added, “[ said [ hope that's what he
meant.”

And Jim Graham, Whitman-Walker's admin-
istrator, said he thinks Bush doesn't under-
stand the problem because AIDS is not gener-
illy a disease of the male heterosexuai.

"The major problem associated with this
disease is the way in which the peopie who
have it have been marginalized.” Graham said.
“It has not been a disease of the male hetero-
~vxual, 30 to some extent we haven't impactea
the power structure of the United States. The
power structure is not women. It's not gay
en. It's not [V drug users.

“We had a president—Ronald Reagan—
who never mentioned the word AIDS unul
1988 [Reagan actually mentioned the word in
September 1985, in the first year of his second
term]. So 1 think we’re doing better, I'm a
pragmatist. [f this visit today is a sign of
increased personal interest by the president of
the United States and the First Lady, then I
think that is very good news.”

Also prominent on the day's program v
Robeer . Gailo. chief of the Nationai Cance
aistiiute laboratory and co-discoverer of L3\
He sredicted that in the decade nahead
searchiers will achieve some success m i(f:
development of an HIV vaccine, as well |
tmproved therapies and trearments for AlD
Jatents.

F he 3.700-square-foot Austin Center 15 in
realization of 4 long-awaited dream built wit
botiv pubiic and private funds, It is expected 1
serve an estimated 5,000 patients each year
Among other features, it offers an infusie
"herapy room, a nap room, a physical therap
rnony, a kitchen and activities rcom as well a
vmotional support services,
Izah J. Poole, executive director of Life
Lk, an AIDS coalition, said the day hel
~pecial significance for him as someone “repre
senting a group of people living with HIV wh
never get the sense that we really have frieng
At 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. Barbara Bus:
has shown some degree of sensitivity, an
what her husband needs to do is equal th
example,”
_ Like others at the dedication, Poole toor
1ssue with the president’s most recent state
ments on AIDS. “LifeLink is an organizatior
that talks about abstinence,” he said, “but the
fact that you say it or set that example dge:

got'tnecessarily mean that people are going tt
0 1. sl
“When you're talking about the difference
hetween life and death, I'd rather have a kic
wedring a condom than a kid dying.”
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MORE PEEKS AT WHITE HOUSE

You can see how the president and First
Family spend their holidays by day and by
night at two different White House tours.
U.S, military bandsa and other musical
groups will entertain during candlelight
tours of the White House from 6 to 8
Thursday through Dec, 28. Regular daily
tours of the executive mansion and its
holiday decorations are from 10 to noon
Tuesdays through Saturdays through
Dec. 28, except Christtnas Day =~
(Wednesday), when the White House is
clesed. Both day and night tours are free,
with the line for admission forming at the
East Gate on East Executive Avenue NW.
All in line by noon for the day tours will be
admitted into the White House. The very
popular candielight tours reqire free
tickets, which are distributed to people
when they join the line, Those evening
tours end promptly at 8. Call
202/456-2200. '
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First Lady Enters Bush in N.H. Race

Fram Associared Presy

ANCHESTER. N.H.—Barbara Bush paid her husband's

filing fee Wednesday for the New Hampshire primary and
then tock a rare plunge into the political fray herself, Elaming the
nation’s economic woes on a do-nothing Congress.

“Nobody suffers more than George over the economy.” she said
during a visit to the Statehouse in snowy Concord. “Congress
ought to do something.”

Before leaving, she handed Secretary of State William Gardner
the President’s filing papers and a $1,000 check to enter the Feb.
18 primary, the first in the nation.

Then it was off to the Mall of New Hampshire in Manchester,
where Mrs. Bush grabbed some fast food, exchanged small talk
with shoppers and deposited a Babar stuffed animal into a Toys for
Tots bin, . . -

Surrounded by a phalanx of Secret Service agents, aides,
reporters and campaign workers hoisting “George Bush for
President” signs, Mrs. Bush made a beeline for Arby's, where she
shared a corner booth with a photogenic family.

Some spectators took a Scrooge-like view of the First Lady's
visit.

“She should go out and talk to the people being thrown out of
their homes,” said Gary Jenisch, a restaurateur from Gilmanton,
N.H. “A lot of people have had total misery for four years, and now
we're going to forgel it all because he buys socks, and she comes
down and gets a roast beef sandwich?”
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Barbara Bush files her husband’s

N tandidacy petition

By Chris Black
tiLOBE STAFF

MANCHESTER, N.H. - Bir
Jara Bush filed her husband’s appli-
-ation for candidaey in the first
sresidential primary state yester-
v, and declared that George Bush
“res aoout those people hurg by the
'ation’s economic woes and that
“‘oneress is to blame.

‘rs. Bush’s 21 hour appearance
1 New Hampshire marked the otfi-
‘al kick-off for the Bush reelection
campaign and was latest evidence of
the White House's frenetie, if belat-
2d, activity to bolster-the president’s
sagging fortunes in a state stuck in
*-Conomic stagnation.

Mrs. Bush, dressed in her signa-
‘ure blue with triple strand of pearls,
Jcted as an advance seout to smooth
over the rough political terrain, She
repeated the latest White House
talking points, which seek to portray
the president as/ concerned about a
recession that he denied existed as
recently as a month ago,

“No one worries more about the
cconomy and works harder to have
something done about it,” she said at
a4 press conference at the State
House. “For three years, I have seap
George present a growth package
and ask Congress ta do something
about it and for three years they
have done nothing.”

She dismissed the president’s re-
cent statements denying that the na-
tion was mired in recession as “se-
mantics. ... it's not a matter of what
you call it. As long as one person is
hurting, the president is going to be
worried. But instead of whining
about it, people should get out and
do something, The Congress ought
to do something.”

“We're working every single day’
to get this economy on the right
track. We're worki g domestically
and in foreign markets, too, It's very
Important that beople understand
that we are now a world market,”
she said in a not-so-veileq shot at the
fsolationist policies of Bush’s Repub-
iican challenger, Patriek Buchanan.

She said that Congress, not

Bush. broke Bush's famous 198%
AMNAIgN promise that he wonld
never raise taxes.

“T think the president kept his
word,” she said.

The insurgent candidacy of Bu-
chanan, the conservative commenta-
tor, and the most recent Globe poll
showing that barely one in five likely
Republican primary voters were
committed to Bush’s reelection, has
fired up the White House to run an
aggressive campaign in New Hamp-
shire,

In recent weeks, the Bush ad-
ministration hag poured millions or
dollars in federai grants into the
small state. The Bush campaign
opened & campaign office headed by
Gov. Judd Gregg, and this week
Bush himseif spoke by telephone to
schoolchildren in Derry.

The appearance of the popular
Mrs. Bush was cheered by Gregg.

“President Bush has been ac-
cused of bringing New Hampshire
lot of benefits over the last few
weeks, but Mrs, Bush comes and we
get snow and we can’t have much
more than that” saigd Gregg, a pe-
rennial booster of the state's ski
slopes,

Asked Jater at the Mall of New
Hampshire in Manchester about the
threat posed to Bugh by Buchanan’s
candidacy, Mrs. Bush said: “He ig
not going to have any trouble, He's
got a lot of work to do and he knows
it.”

At the press conference, she
shrugged off the iatest national pub-
lic opinion poll, which shows that
Bush’s favorability rating has
dropped under 50 percent for the
first time in his p idency.

‘The president does not believe in
polls, she said - g statement that iy
at odds with observations of others
in the White House,

Mrs. Bush worked Christmas
shoppers at the Mall of New Hamp-
shire as if on 2 receiving line at g
White House reception, shaking
hands, extending season’s Breetings
and cooing at babies,

Her appearance created a stir.

-Shoppers crowded around to meet

ter. But Mrs. Bushs popularity has
;not always translated into politieal
support for her husband.

“T like his wife,” said Rose Peter-
ishearn ot Goffstown. “But I cerrainly
!-'Ion’t have much to say abour our

president. I don’t approve of his eco-
nonte policies or his lack of economie
| policies.”

thers in this staunch Repubii-

can state still voiced support for him.
“I don't think it is all the president’s
fault. I don't feel one man can have
the whole eountry on his shoulders,”
said Cheryl Boutot of Londonderry,

! who said her husband has been out
of vork ror months.

i -ush was the 28th candidate to
| file 2 siatement of candidacy and
| 51,000 filing fee with the secretary of
 <tate yesterday.

At her last appearance at Man-
chester City Hall, Mrs. Bush told
city workers that the president had
left her with a warning before he
flew to an event in Texas.

“The last thing he said-to. me
was, ‘If by chanes jt snows, don't go
sleigh riding,’ ” she saig,

Mrs. Bush broke her Jeg tibia
when she hit 3 trep while Elédiiing
with grandchildren at Camp. Pavid
last January. -,



White House aboul-face:
There’s a recession here

By Timothy J. McNulty

and Terry Atlas.
Chicago Tribune

WASHINGTON—The Bush -
ministration, recognizing bleak
economic prospects and sceing the
president’s popularity sag to its
lowest point ever, began talking
like most Americans Tuesday und
said the nation is still mired in a
painful recession.

The change in strategy and tone
coincided with White House Chicf
of Staff Samuel Skinner’s sccond
day on the job and secemed 10 re-
flect Skinner’s no-nonsensc ap-
proach to dealing with President
Bush’s biguest domestic problem.

The new-found candor also ree-
ognizes that national concern over
the economy has knocked Bush’s
job-approval rating down to 47
pereent in (he most recent ABC-
Washington Post poll, a drop of
12 points Irom six weeks earlier
and the {owest of his presid. acy.

The poll said 70 percent of
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Americans disapprove of Bush's
handling of the economy and 63
percent said they want a new di-
rection for the country.

The latest poll came only onc

day before his wife, Barbara Bush,

travels to New Hampshire to enter
her husband’s name in the first
1992 presidential primary.

Bad cconomic news is seen us
the bipgest threat to Bush’s re-elec-
tion next ycar. Democrats, warm-
ing up for the campaign, have
dubbed the president “George
Herbert Hoover Walker Bush™
after the Depression-era chief ex-
ecutive.

The White House admits is
more sober attitude is aimed ai re-
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Continued from page 1

storing Bush’s credibility,

“You can’t try to have it both
ways,” presidential spokesman
Marlin Fitzwater said—although
that is cxactly what White House
oflicials have been doing by point-
Ing 1o Lunt signs of economic re-
covery, “If things are bad, you
might as well say it's bad.

“The first step is to et the coun-
try know ilie president under-
stands there is 4 problem and not
sugar-coat il in any way."

_ Fitzwater sajd thar, “for all prac-
tical purposes, the recession con-
tinues. The people of this country
know that the economy s in
trouble. It doesn’t make any sensc
Lo {ry to play games.”

While acknowledging Tuesda
that the cconomy is ailing, Bus
stopped short of labeling current
conditions as a recession. “I am
less interested in what the techni-
cal definition” of a recession is,
the president said in an interview
with an ABC affiliate in Philadel-
phia. “You might argue technical-
ly, ‘Are we in recession or not,’ ”
he added, “But when there's this
kind of sluggishness and concern,
definitions—heck with it. Let’s get
on with the business at hand.”

Projections for the immediate
future have helped the new reality
sink in.

“It’s clear the fourth quarier is
going to be very, very slow,”
Fitzwaler said. Many economists
believe the growth rate for the last
three months of this year will fall
between 0 and 2 percent.

AR FY T N YT PO Y] v 1
cpdlons cinelaaing s e, |
breiihing last year's gt ayree-
meni-—~are being onstdesed 1o
stimulite ccononuic grawil,

Fooking for ways 10 et
oty valers about the ceonomy.
Bush will iravel o Dallas on
Wednesday 10 sign the $151 bil-
tion highway bill and toul i as
jobs-creating measure.

The Tederal Reserve is eapevied
fo cur inlerest rales again as culy
as Wednesday, the same day Fed
Chairman Alan Greenspan is 1o
testify before Congress,

In the latest dose of b eco
nomic news, the government ri-
poried that housing starts fell 2.1
percent in November, despite the
lowest home mortgage tnterest
rates since 197.4.

Skinner, suggesting that Bush
may be willing to compromise
with Democrats on economic poli-
cies, told a group of repoiters,
“The president wants 1o gel re-
sults, and he will po the extra
mile, as he has all his life, (o pot
results.”

Skinner claimed the White
House has a communication prob-
lem and said he has directed
White House aides to meet daily
to coordinate policies and how
they are presented to the country.

The shifi in White House strate-
gy may Ilimit the influence of
Budget Director Richard Darman
who, along with former Chief of
Stafl John Sununu, encouraged
Bush to do nothing and lct the
cconomy rebound on its own.

After laking over the corner
suite of White Housc offices from
the highhanded Sununu, Skinner
actively promoted his own self-cl-

New White Houge

facing administeative manner and
said his years as an 1BM salesinan
coniributed 10 his tcam philoso-
phy.

“My role is 1o muke sure the
trains run on time, and that good
policy oplions get prescnted, and
that good advice is given to the
president,” he said.

Distancing himsel( from (he pol-
icics of Sununu, who often ridi-
culed Lthose ollering differing
proposals, Skinner saici “My style
is to let people participate and to
scek advice from the team.”

Fur a long time, Bush had suly
scribed to the do-nothing school
of advisers and economisis who

. AP Laserpolo
se Chief of Staff Samuel Skinner meets President Bush
on Tuesday. Skinner wants to see “good advice given to the president.”

believed the cconomy would cor
rect itsell” But lust month the pres
ident became alarmed at (he pros-
pects of a renewed recession and
at the national perception of his
lack of leadership.

Reversing himsclf, the presidem
agreed to extend jobless benefits
for those who had been unem-
ployed for a long time. (le also
ordered $9.7 billion in povernment
spending advanced (o the first half
of the fiscal year to help boost the
cconomy more quickly,

However, Bush still intends 10
wait until his State of the Union
addiess at the end of January to
preseat an overall economic plan.
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Bad news,
nad timing
for Bush

By Karen Brandon
Special to the Tribune

GRAND PRAIRIE, Texas—The
scene at the United Auto Workers
hall was the last thing President
Bush needed as he came to Texas
for a bill-signing aimed at under-
lining White House concem about
the economy.

There was a serious timing prob-
lem.

As the president was signing a
5151 billion transportation biill in
Euless, Texas. and extolling it as a
job-creating measure, the auto
workers were gathering at the
union hall down the road in
Grand Prairie 10 consider General .
Motors' announcement that thou- l
sands of jobswould be disappear-
ing over the next few years.

GM didn’t say exactly where its
auto parts and construction plants
would shut down, only that 2| fi-
cilities would be closed and tens of
thousands of jobs eliminated as
the company struggles to return to
profitability.

But GM did say the big plant in
Grand Prairie, which makes the
Chevy Caprice, Cadillac
Brougham and Buick Road-
master—a 2.4 million-square foot
factory opened in 1953 that pro-
duces 2,800 cars a day-—would be
consolidated with one at Willow
Run in Michigan,

One or the other is likely to go.

That is bad news for auto work-
ers because it is a sign that the
recession 1s deeper and will last
longer than anticipated and that
jobs in key manufacturing indus-
tries won't be coming back.

And it is bad news for Bush,
who won substantial blue-collar
support in Texas and elsewhere in
1988.

In good times, an incumbent
could probably count on contin-
ued suppert from blue-collar
workers, But with factories closing
and new jobs at good wages in i
short supply, that “good times”
support can evaporate. I

“I usually vote for whom I like,”
said John Shélthorse, 57, who has
been assembling brakes at the big
GM plant for 25 years. He said he
voted for Bush in 1988—*“I'm
sorry to say’—because he liked
the president more than Democrat
Michael Dukakis.

But Shellhorse said Bush has
paid too much attention to foreign
policy at the expense of the Amer-
ican economy, a feeling reflcted
in the president’s plummet in the
national polls.

“We’re in one heck of a shape,”
Shelthorse said. “There’s no reason
the country should have gotten
into such bad shape.”

GM’s announcement, wnicn re-
flected the reality of the recession
along with recognition that the
world and America’s role in it
have changed, only underlined the
challenge Bush faces as he hits the
campaign trail during a recession.

There is not much a president
can do to have a direct, immediaze
impact on the economy.

There is talk in Washington that
Bush will propose tax cuts in his
State of the Union address in Jan-
uary, but those trial balloons al-
ready are being popped by skep- ;
tics who say the cuts won’t be

. deep enough, or by economists

who wam of the dangers of infla-
tion.

Wednesday’s visit to Texas is an
object lesson in what can happen,
cven 1o media-savvy presidents
such as Bush.

It should have been one of those
perfectly cast political events that
were so familiar during Ronald
Reagan’s presidency. The presi-
denpt arrives, meets the locals, says
a few words about the importance
of the project and his concern
about the economy, then departs.

It is a guaranteed big story on
local TV, always important in an
election campaign, and good, too,
for a half-minute or so on the net-

work evening news. But it seemed |

there was bad news to counter
every piece of good news the Bush
campaign tried to present Wednes-
day.

X As First Lady Barbara Bush ar-

rived in New Hampshire to make
official her husband’s candidacy in
that state’s Feb. 18 primary elec-
tion, the chaiman of the Federal
Reserve Board, Alan Greenspan,
was offering a gloomy assessment
of the economy at a congressional
hearing in Washington.

And as Bush talked about the
“jobs, jobs, jobs” that would be
created by the transportation bill,
there was the offsetting news that
jobs were being lost by troubles
plaguing America’s biggest corpo-
ration.

In remarks at the signing cere-
mony, Bush acknowledged that
“these are tough times, and yes,
there are layoffs, and many fami-
lies are having a rough go of it.
The American people want action.
And action is what they’ll get.”

He said the smw,.sls 1 billion
tmnsportation bilk“will-launch-the
post-interstate era_of America’s.
surface transportation system.”

“It will enable us,” ‘he said, “to
build and repair roads, fix bridges,
and improve mass transit, keep

America on the move and help the
economy in the process.”

Bush estimated that the bijll
“right here in Texas” would add
about 150 jobs to the local
economy.

But the auto factory, by compar-
ison, provides 3,756 jobs, a $135
million annual payroll and at least
$3 million in property taxes to
local government. Those numbers
increase by large margins when
they are spread to all the piants
(GM plans to close.

Dave Perdue, president of UAW
Local 276, said he believes the
GM decision will give his union
members reason to reconsider
their departure from the ranks of
the Democratic Party.

“It’s coming back to haunt
them,” he said of union rank-and-
file support for Bush. He noted
the Republicans four vears ago
asked voters to consider whether
they were better off,

“They don’t want to ask that
question now,” Perdue said. “I
think if the Democrats can’t pull
it off in this election, then they
have blown a golden opportunity.”

Perdue showed a picture of this
three sons, pointing to one who
had been in the Persian Gulf as a
Marine corporal. He hasn’t been
able to find a good job since re-
turning to the U.S.

“That’s senseless, that that good
of 2 worker can’t find a decent
job,” Perdue said. “No. I'm not
going to be too kind to Mr. Bush
this time around.”

Frank Acree, 41, who has
worked at the plant since 1968 as
a materials handler, said he thinksg
the GM announcement will cause
blue-collar workers to take a care-
ful look at politicians and their
promises in 1992, L

“We're going to be looking:- at
what they are going to be Ch.?
for working-class people,” he said,
noting the auto workers “don’t
understand why he [Bush] is $
miles up the road cutting a ribbon
and he didn’t stop by to see what
is going on here.”

But GM manager James Shulze,
52, with the company three dec-
ades, says the problem is more
complicated and goes beyond the
president. . .

“It’s not just autos, but
televisions, electronic equipment,”
Shuize said. “My God! Does any-
body in the U.S. even make'z.
camera anymore?” i a

Tribune wire services contribu-
ted'to this report.
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