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PRESIDENTIAL MOVEMENTS

Camp David, Maryland
Washington, D.C.

LOCATION __Camp David, Maryland DATE 27 December 1990
TIME MOVEMENTS
0730 Depart Camp David, Maryland via Marine One
0807 Arrive South Grounds
0809 Oval Office
1150 Residence
1200 Doctor's Office
1203 Oval Office
1305 Navy Mess
1341 Oval Office
1343 South Grounds
1354 Depart South Grounds via Marine One
1426 Arrive Camp David, Maryland

WHCA FORM 15, OCTOBER 15, 1980
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

GORBACHEV CANDIDATE FAILS TO WIN VICE PRESIDENCY —-- OFFICIALS -~—
| Gennady Yanayev, President Gorbachev's candidate for vice president
| of the Soviet Union, failed to win the new post, parliamentary

officials said Thursday. (Reuter)

|

| KEY RUSSIAN REFORMIST MINISTER RESIGNS -- -Boris Fyodorov, the

| strongly reformist finance minister of the giant Russian Federation
and a key figure in the struggle for a radical reshape of the
Soviet economy, has resigned, Moscow Radio said Thursday.(Reuter)

| ARMY WARNINGS WON'T STOP BUSH IF WAR IS NEEDED, U.S. AIDES SAY =~
Warnings from some military commanders that American troops will
not be ready for action by Jan. 15 will not constrain President
Bush from ordering military action if he thinks it is necessary,
senior administration officials said Wednesday. (New York Times)

U.S. OPENS DOOR TO LINK OF 2 CRISES -- The U.S. is slowly beginning

to do what Saddam Hussein has wanted all along —— link the Gulf

crisis to a resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
(Washington Times)

NETWORK NEWS (Wednesday evening)

GULF =~ U.S. forces are likely to

adopt a far more aggressive INTEﬁNATIONAL NEWS...A-1
posture if the Jan. 15 deadline
passes without agreement on NATIONAL NEWS...... «»A=-8

Iragi withdrawal from Kuwait.
NETWORK NEWS.....,...B-1
- The Iragis held another
test firing of a Soviet-made
missile with enough range to
strike deep into Saudi Arabia.

, This Summary is prepared Monday through Friday by the White House News Summary Staff.
For completo stories or information, p!eau_ call 456-2950.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

ARMY WARNINGS WON'T STOP BUSH
IF¥ WAR 1S NEEDED, U.S. AIDES SAY

Warnings from ‘some military commanders that American troops
will not be ready for action by Jan. 15 will not constrain
President Bush from ordering military action if he thinks it is .
necessary, senior administration officials said Wednesday.

The White House was aware of the military's concerns about
readiness when it agreed-at the U.N. to a resolution fixing a Jan.
15 deadline for Iraq to leave Kuwait.... -

They repeated the official position that the deadline is not
the date on which the U.S. is committed to beginning a war, but
rather an "authorization date" after which Bush will have the
sanction of the U.N. to go to war if necessary....

"The military are always more comfortable with more time, but
I would not take that to mean we are expanding our timetable," a
senior official said. (Andrew Rosenthal, New York Times, Al)

U.S. TELLS 200 CITIZENS TO LEAVE
JORDAN AND SUDAN BY JAN. 15

With diplomacy apparently stalled in the Gulf, the State
Department ordered more than 200 U.S. dependents and non-essential
personnel to leave Jordan and Sudan "well before Jan. 15."...

The department's advisory, citing ™unstable conditions™
growing out of the U.,S.-led confrontation with Iraq, also urged
thousands of U.S. citizens to leave the two nations "as soon as
possible.®...

Administration officials, meanwhile, denied a report in the
Israeli newspaper, Maariv, that Washington and Baghdad had agreed
on & Jan. 9 meeting of Secretary Baker and Saddam.

A senior State Department official said no progress had been
made ‘on setting a date for talks.... '

At a briefing in Riyadh Wednesday, Maj. Gen. Dane Starling,
logistics chief for U.S. forces in the Gulf, said it is still
logistically possible for the about 500,000 Iraqi troops in Kuwait
to withdraw by Jan. 15 "if Saddam Hussein set his mind to it." He
did not say how long the withdrawal would take.

In Baghdad, U.S. Charge d'Affaires Joseph Wilson told
reporters, "I have not given up on the diplomatic process.%

- But Saddam, speaking to his envoys in Baghdad, continued to
link. Kuwait's future to the "liberation of Palestine," Reuter
reporter. "Iraq's linkage between the region's issues, with
priority to the Palestinian gquestion...is a correct patriotic,
nationalist and himanitarian policy," he said.

(Barton Gellman, Washington Post, A19)

~more=-
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ISRAEL SHUNS FIRST STRIKE AGAINST IRAQ

JERUSALEM -~=- Israel is signaling that it will not launch a
preemptive strike against Iraq, despite repeated threats from
Baghdad to attack it at the onset of any military conflict in the
Persian Gulf.

Instead, Israel is now seeking to deter Saddam with warnings
that it will respond massively if Iragi missiles or bombs are aimed
at its territory. Although they concede that such an attack is
increasingly possible, Israeli defense officials are telling people
here that any Iraqi offensive is unlikely to wreak much damage or
cause many casualties in Israel.... .

Government officials and defense analysts here say the Israeli
strategy appears carefully calibrated to satisfy appeals by the
U.S. that Israel stay out of the Gulf conflict, while maintaining
the military's "freedom of action" in the event Israel is
attacked....

Air Force Lt. Col, Tom Coury, an intelligence officer in the
U.S. Central Command in Saudi Arabia, said Wednesday that Saddam
wishes to avoid conflict in the Gulf in the near future. But if
war appears inevitable, Coury said, Saddam could order an attack
against Israel in a desperate attempt to break the alliance....

"We see absolutely no indication that Saddam Hussein intends

to withdraw from Kuwait," Coury said. "Rather, he continues to
pour both men and materiel into the country" to strengthen his
defenses. - (Jackson Diehl, Washington Post, A1)

U.S. OPENS DOOR TO LINK OF 2 CRISES

The U.S, is slowly beginning to do what Saddam Hussein has
wanted all 'along =-- link the Gulf crisis to a resolution of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict....

The concern was evident in an Israeli press report Wednesday
that the State Department appears to be preparing a proposal to
open peace talks between Israel and Arab countries in tandem with
holding municipal elections for 1.7 million Palestinians in the
occupied territories, .

The newspaper Maariv said that would be  the subject of a
planned visit to Israel by Dennis Ross, the State Department's
policy planning chief, which it said would take place on Jan. 7.

) The State Department denied that a date had been set for Mr.
Ross' visit as well as a related Maariv report that Secretary Baker
would meet Saddam Hussein on Jan. 9.

But the department did not deny reports the U.S. Embassy in
Baghdad made contact with the Iragi foreign minister on Christmas
Day for the first time in more than a week....

Saddam may hitch his drive for Kuwaiti-Palestinian linkage to
a new Algerian peace initiative. - Algerian President
Benjedid...will promote a compromise formula on Irag's demand that
the Palestinian and Gulf crises be resolved simultaneously, Arab
sources in Baghdad told Agence-Presse Wednesday.

‘(news analysis, Martin Sieff, Washington Times, Al)

-more-
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AMERICAN DIPLOMAT REJECTED ALMOST -DAILY BY IRAQIS

Nearly every day, Joseph Wilson, the American ambassador in
charge of the...U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, telephones or visits the
Iragi forelgn mlnistry with standing instructions from Washington.

It is to find out if Secretary Baker would be welcome for a
visit before Jan. 3 to talk to Saddam about releasing his grip on
Kuwait....

The reply to Wilson, with a slight variation, is either a
repetition of Jan, 12 as the only acceptable date or no reply at
all, U.S8. officials said Wednesday as the deadlock in arranging
talks continued.

"The Iragis don't have much to say," one official remarked.
"They just stick t6 Jan. 12." (Barry Schweid, AP)

TRAQ TESTS ANOTHER MISSILE,
BUILDS ELABORATE DEFENSES IN KUWAIT

RIYADH =-- Iraq launched another surface-to-surface missile
Wednesday, according to a ranking U.S. military eofficial....

U.S. military officials also said Wednesday that Irag appears
serious about staying in Kuwait...for the "long haul.™ The
extensive defenses Irag is buildlng there, they said, indicate
Saddam is digging his forces in for a bloody showdown, not merely
sStaging a face~saving bluff before agreeing to withdraw.

Wednesday's test-firing of a Scud-B missile added fuel to
growing U.S. ‘military concern that Saddam may attack Israel before
the Jan. 15 deadline for withdrawing from Irag....

“As the c¢lock ticks down, we sS5ee a growing danger that a
desperate Saddam  will try to ' stage a preemptive
provocation...intended to draw Arab attention away from Kuwait,"
a senior U.S. military source said Wednesday....

"If Saddam moves first, and Israel hits back, the whole
Islamic-Western alliance could unravel," a Western diplomat based
in Riyadh said. "The Islamic coalition would be in a very touchy
position. Those that had the guts to stick by the Yanks and Brits:
would risk becoming pariahs if they joined in an attack against a
sister Arab state at war with Israel."... .

- "saddam could rise from the ashes in glory: the man who dared
strike at the Zionist enemy," the diplomat said. "wWhatever happens
on the battlefield, the U.S. could be plunged into political
qulcksand if Saddam plays the Israel card. It is the oné scenario
in the alllance, including the Saudis and Egyptians, fear the
most." (Colin Nickerson, Boston Globe)

TCO LATE FOR NEW GULF INITIATIVES, SAYS KUWAITI MINISTER

BEIJING =-- Kuwait's exiled foreign minister said Thursday it
was too late for new initiatives to end the Gulf crisis and unless
Irag withdrew from Kuwait there would be war.

' Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmed al-Sabah told a news conference during
‘an official visit to China that Kuwait was being destroyed and
looted....

Any new initiatives to solve the crisis by Arab or friendly
countries, the major powers or the Third World would be "too late"
and "not useful," the sheikh said. (Reutery

-npore-
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U.S. SAILORS, CREW SCUFFLE ON IRAQI SHIP
Naval Team Finds Sanctions Violations

RIYADH -- A U.S. Navy boarding party fired a warning shot and
scuffled briefly with crew and passengers of an Iragi cargo ship
in the Arabian Sea, a U.S. military spokesman said.

The ship...was en route to Iraqg carrying milk, sugar, rice,
cooking 0il "and other prohibited carge,® Lt. Col. Greg Pepin told
reporters here. The boarding party declared the ship in violation
of a U.N. trade embarge against Irag and sent it to an unidentified
port to be unloaded....

The ship had 42 crewmen and 240 passengers aboard, most of
them women on a "peace mission"™ to bring food to Irag. The AP
quoted Baghdad Radio as saying the women were from 10 Arab
countries, the U.S., Japan, Italy and China.

(Guy Gugliotta, Washington Post, A20)

BRITISH GENERAL SAYS SADDAM MAY NOT WAIT FOR JANUARY 15

NICOSIA -- Britain's top soldier in the Gulf fears Saddam
could spark a war before the U.N. Jan. 15 deadline for his troops
to leave Kuwait.

"Tt's going to be a very brittle few weeks ahead of us as we
see how the political situation develops and how Saddam Hussein is
going to make up his mind about what he is going to do," Lt. Gen.
Sir Peter de .la Billiere said.

"He will do something to take the initiative and if he decides
he is going down the military road, he will try to take a military
jnitiative and that initiative could well come before Jan. 15."

“"So there is nothing sacrosanct about Jan. 15 in military
terms," the commander of British forces in the Middle East said.

(Reuter)

ANALYSTS: DON'T UNDERESTIMATE IRAQI MILITARY

Iraq looms as a tough enemy, but one that can be beaten,
according to analysts at the U.S. Army War College's Strategic
Studies Institute....

"The Iraqgis are much better fighters than was formerly
believed," said the analysts, two civilians and one military
official....

In the study, Lt. Cel Douglas Johnson, Persian Gulf expert
Stephen Pelletiere and economist Leif Rosenberger said that Irag:
If "formidable" and experienced in defensive warfare....

Relies less on chemical weapons and more on its long-range
artillery and missiles....

Has "genuinely competent" officers. "Irag boasts...some of
the Arab Middle East's best educated forces."...

Saddam's perceived weakness: lack of air muscle.

(Juan White, USA Today, A4)

-more=-
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PRIME MINISTER URGES WITHDRAWAL FROM KUWAIT

TOKYO -- Prime Minister Kaifu has sent a letter to Saddam
Hussein calling on him to withdraw his forces from Kuwait, Japan's
foreign ministry said Thursday. '

Recalling Japan's bitter experience of war and its long, hard
recovery, Kaifu urged Saddam to avoid conflict, according to a
summary of the contents released by the ministry....

Kaifu told Japanese reporters in Tockyo that he wrote the
letter in hopes of spurring Iraq on to dialogue with the U.S.

' (UPI)

TWO SOVIET OFFICIALS FLY TO IRAQ

MOSCOW =-- All Soviet citizens will be evacuated from Irag by
Jan. 10 if they want to leave, Foreign Ministry spokesman Churkin
said.

Churkin also said Wednesday that two high-level Soviet
officials have left for Baghdad to discuss the evacuation and
[hold] "a variety of meetings" in the capital....

Churkin said Igor Belousov, deputy chairman of the U.5.5.R.
Council of Ministers before Wednesday's government reorganization,
and Vasily Kolotusha, head of the Middle East and North African -
division of the Foreign Ministry, had left for Baghdad....

churkin did not say whether they would be meeting with Saddam
or what the two officials would talk about besides the evacuation
of Soviet workers. (UPI)

GORBACHEV ELEVATES PARTY AIDE
Cconservatives Praise Choice For No. 2 Post;
Reformers Dismayed

MOSCOW -- President Gorbachev Wednesday chose as his vice
president Gennady Yanayev, a Communist Party apparatchik with
little political standing outside the Kremlin bureaucracy....

Many reform-minded deputies objected that Yanayev is an
evident opponent of radical economic reform and that also, as a
Russian, he brings no ethnic diversity to the government at a time
when Moscow is trying to resolve its myriad nationalities
conflict....

Earlier in the day, Gorbachev told the legislature that his
prime minister, Nikolai Ryzhkov, suffered a heart attack Tuesday
night....

Gorbachev said Ryzhkov was in the hospital but "at the moment
there is no threat to his life."...

The Congress also formally approved Gorbachev's plan for a
restructured executive, which will now be subordinate to him rather
than to the prime minister. (David Remnick, Washington Post, Al)

GORBACHEV CANDIDATE FAILS TO WIN VICE PRESIDENCY =-= OFFICIALS

MOSCOW -- Gennady Yanayev, President Gorbachev's candidate for
vice president of the Soviet Union, failed to win the new post,
parliamentary officials said Thursday.

The officials, members of the commission counting votes at the
congress of People'!s Deputies, told reporters Yanayev fell short
by 34 votes, ' (Reuter)

~more-
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KEY RUSSIAN REFORMIST MINISTER RESIGNS

MOSCOW -- Boris Fyodorov, the strongly reformist finance
ninister of the giant Russian Federation and a key figure in the
struggle for a radical reshape of the Soviet economy, has resigned,
Moscow Radio said Thursday. ’

The radio said the 33-year-old Fyodorov, part of the young
ministerial team around Boris Yeltsin, stepped down arguing that
no progress was being made toward creation of a market system.

The radio quoted Fyodorov...as telling [a] newspaper the
federation government was sliding into old-style command methods
of economic control. (Reuter)

YELENA BONNER CALLS FOR U.S. TO DROP SUFPORT OF GORBACHEV

BOSTON -- Human rights activist Yelena Bonner Wednesday
predicted a crackdown on President Gorbachev's opponents by
security forces, and said the U.S. should switch its support from
Gorbachev to dissident republics.

ngorbachev is not going toward democratization,’but instead
is going back toward a cruel totalitarian regime," said Bonner.
nand like any totalitarian regime...without assistance from the
West and Western leaders, we can expect it will bring incomparable
problems for the people who now inhabit territories (republics)
that used to be one single state."

Asked if she meant that President Bush should switch U.S.
backing from Gorbachev to dissident republics, she replied: "Yes,
absolutely." (Reuter)

SOVIET ECONOMY CLOSE TO BASKET CASE

U.S. officials are studying a detailed analysis of the Soviet
Union which confirms what any Moscow shopper or visitor suspected:
the Soviet economy is a basket-case and Gorbachev's perestroika
reforms have so far succeeded only in making the problem worse.

The reports suggests that outside help may not be possible or
effective....

The [IMF) report says the Gorbachev reforms sometimes had a
negative effect because they were introduced in piecemeal fashion,
thus introducing the factors of confusion and inconsistency.

As a result of the partial reforms, according to the report,
inflation and unemployment began to creep into the Soviet economy.
The report puts the current annual rate of inflation at about 12
percent and unemployment at about 1.5 percent. (Jim Anderson, UPI)

SALVADORAN REBEL ASSAULTS TAKE TOLL IN LIVES, AIRCRAFT

CHALATENANGO, El Salvador =-- Attacks by leftist rebaels that
started last month have provoked the heaviest fighting outside the
capital in years, killing more than 400, including 25 civilians who
died when the rebels attacked military bases in populated areas....

The rebels deny that their latest actions are an offensive,
in deference to the recent halving by Congress of U.S. military aid
to El1 Salvador. That aid could be restored if a rebel offensive
were determined to be underway. (Tom Gibb, Washington Post, A19)

-more-
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DENG, REPORTEDLY ILL, IS SEEN ON TV

BEIJING =- China's senior leader Deng Xiaoping, who has been
rumored to be seriously ill, made his first public appearance in
nearly five months, casting his ballot in city-wide elections.

(I.ena Sun, Washington Post, A2Z5)

EDITOR'S NOTES: "Bush's Logistical Problem: War Threatens Outrun
Supply Lines,"” a news analysis by Michael Gordon, appears in the
New York Times, Al2.

"Diplomacy Resumed By U.S. And Iraq," by Patrick Tyler, appears in
the New York Times, Al2.

"Banking's Limited Crisis," by Stephen Labaton, appears in the New
York Times, Al.

————

F#F
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NATIONAL NEWS

BUSH, GETTING BORED AT CAMP DAVID,
MAKES BRIEF RETURN TO WHITE HOUSE

President Bush, a well-known workaholic, just doesn't seem to
be able to stay away from the office too long, even when he's
supposed to be on vacation.

Bush, only midway through an 11-day stay at...Camp David, was
returning to the White House Thursday for a day of what aides
described as routine paperwork....

One White House source, speaking on condition of anonymity,
said Bush was "bored to tears" at Camp David. (AP)

GOP VETERAN BILL FRENZEL LEAVING CONGRESS,
'WEARY OF 90-HOUR WEEKS'

Rep. Frenzel (R.-Mn.) is retiring after 20 Years in Congress,
a move that mystifies many other lawmakers. He explains it simply:
"I have grown weary of $0-hour weeks."... :

"The budget was an acute frustration,” Frenzel said. "I can't
express how horrible it was over the last six months.® (AP)

1930 CENSUS FIGURE FALLS 3.8 MILLION SHORT OF PROJECTION

The government announced Wednesday that the 1990 census showed
the official U.S. population is 249,632,692, a number that falls
considerably below earlier Census Bureau estimates and leaves
unsettled the gquestion of the accuracy of the...headcount.

While critics focused on a discrepancy of nearly 4 million
residents...census officials defended the accuracy of their
numbers.

"I believe we have seen here a full, fair and efficient
census,” said Michael Darby, Commerce Department Undersecretary
with responsibility for the census bureau.

But Rep. Sawyer (D.=-Chio), chairman of the House Post Office
and Civil Service subcommittee on ecensus and population, said the
numbers released Wednesday should be viewed as preliminary. "I
don't think we can be satisfied yet that we have the most accurate
count that we are capable of producing as a nation," he said.

(Barbara Vobeida, Washington Post, Al)

POTENT CALIFORNIA: MORE HOUSE MEMBERS
THAN 21 STATES COMBINED

In the politics of the future, California will exercise more
clout than any smoke-filled room of politicians ever did.

California emerges from the 1990 census as a political
behemoth, with 52 House seats....

The news is nothing but promising for the Republicans.
California hasn't voted for a Democratic presidential candidate
since 1964....

The industrial Northwest and Midwest will lose standing in
Congress and the electoral college. The West, the South and the
Sun Belt, increasingly Republican, gain. .

"The political consequences advantage the Republicans, " summed
up Stephen Hess, political analyst at the Brookings Institution.

(Mike Feinsilber, AP)
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FREE FALL IN CONSUMER OPTIMISM
DEEPEST SINCE 1981-B2 RECESSION

After humming along nicely for 92 months, the great U.S. job
machine has ground to a halt. And though nobody likes to hear that
a recession has begun, Americans are being very bad sports this
time around.

The Conference Board, a business-funded research group that
has been taking the public's temperature for 20 years, says its
monthly index of consumer sentiment dropped more sharply from July
to October than any time in the survey's history. The Unlverslty
of Michigan's Survey Research Center, which has published its own
measure of economic cheer since 1946, reports an egually record-
breaking decline. "In four decades, we have never seen a change
of this magnltude," says center Director Richard Curtin....

"This is an amazing drop in the consumer survey," says Jeff
Fuhrer, a Federal Reserve Board economist. "If I were living in
a vacuum and that's the only thing I got to see, I'd be worried.
But the fact is, taking a reading on the economy overall, that kind.
of drop is not supported in the other data by any stretch of the
imagination." (Holman Jenkins, Washington Times, C1)

NOT EASY BEING GREEN
Environmental Fever Fades With Overkill

After Earth's Day bearhug, the national embrace of the
environment has slacked off to little more than a limp
handshake....

Despite heavy pressure from environmentalists, the Bush
administration has resisted endorsing a new round of regulation to
control the buildup of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.

A protection plan for the spotted owl remains up in the
air....

Mr. Bush's pledge to elevate the EPA to Cabinet status remains
unfulfilled, even though Congress has approved the plan.

The Bush administration also is retreating from an announced
goal of reducing the nation's municipal solid waste by 25 percent
through recycling. EPA chief Reilly emerged from a White House
meeting last week with orders to abandon that goal, officials said.

"There's still strong support for the environment, but what
we're seelng now is a refinement of the public view," said Lynn
- Scarlett, vice president of the Reason Foundation, a conservative
think tank in santa Monica, Ca. "They want to see that their money
is well spent."

According to the latest Yaneklovich Clancy Shulman poll,
commissioned by CNN/Time, 70 percent of those interviewed said they
would be willing to spend $200 more in taxes to clean up the
environment. The percentage dropped to 44 when the ante was raised
to an extra $500 per person. (Ronald Taylor, Washington Times, Al)

-more-
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PUERTO RICO STATEHOOD MOVEMENT GAINS
Opponents on Defensive;
Financial Impact Could Cut Both Ways

SAN JUAN -- ...After 92 years under the U.S. flag, Puerto Rico
appears closer than ever before to resolving its [statehood]
status....

Statehood seems to be the leading choice, according to most
pells and many politicians here,...

Supporters of continuing the island's commonwealth status say
that a state where fewer than one in five people can speak English
with ease would be condemned to be an MAmerican Quebec, " resisting
efforts to blend into a larger, more heterogeneous nation....

Despite the massive lobbying campaign the Puerto Rican
government and political parties have launched to sell Congress on
the issue...many congressional aides in Washington .and political
leaders speak skeptically of the prospects of legislation [allowing
a referendum in 1991] in the Senate.

(Bill McAllister, Washington Post, A1)

=End of A-Section-
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RICHARD NIXON

“ December 27, 19980

577 CHESTNUT RIDGE ROAD
WOODCLIFF LAKE, NEW JERSEY

U Gy,

Because I know you must be deluged by
unsolicited advice on how to handle the crisis in
the Gulf, I hesitate to add to your veoluminous
reading material. Nevertheless, I am enclosing a
memorandum I wrote on Christmas Day. I hope you
might find it useful. But in any event, whether
you follow my advice or not, you can be sure that
I will ungqualifiably support whatever decision you
make,

-

With warm regards,

Sincerely,

The H bl
Gegrggnglrl:h © J W_ M-f /
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 27, 1990

Dear Morris:

I received your thoughtful letter of December 14
and read it with great interest. T agree we must
find a way to restore our Nation's consensus on
civil rights and to move forward with a positive
approach. Your suggestions seem pPromising, and

your ideas will be examined with the greatest
care.

Thanks for writing. Best wishes, as always.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Morris B. Abram
Representative of the United States

of America to the European Office
of the United Nations

INogpe Nwl’uuv(




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 27, 1990

PERSONAL
Dear Mr. Meier:

It was a pleasure to meet you when you visited the
White House with Governor Thompson. I'm thrilled to
be the recipient of the magnificent Bowie knife that
you handcrafted and presented to me. Thank you very
much for this special remembrance -- and for the many
hours of patience you devoted to creating this unique
piece of Americana. It's being proudly displayed in
Robert Stewart's handsome crystal case outside the
Oval Office, where all who pass by can enjoy your
workmanship.

Again, my appreciation for your kindness, and best
wishes.

Sincerely,

/

Mr. Daryl Meier
Route 4
Carbondale, Illinois 62901
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11:15 A.M. NEWS UPDATE
~ \)Ag/ﬁnESIDENT (AP) -- President Bush, a well-known workaholic, was back
\&P /4 in his office this morning, interrupting his holiday vacation to
< /" return to the White House. The President, bundled in a heavy
# hooded jacket, arrived by helicopter to spend a day on what aides
said was routine paperwork. The President waved away reporters
shouting questions about prospects for war in the Gulf, heading
straight to the Oval Office.... A White House source, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said Bush was "bored to tears" at Camp
David.

SOVIET/VICE PRESIDENT (Moscow/AP) =-- The Congress of People's
Deputies confirmed President Gorbachev's nominee for vice president
on a second ballot after Gorbachev implored the lawmakers to
approve someone he trusted. Earlier the lawmakers rejected the
nominee, Gennady Yanayev, by 31 votes, but Gorbachev asked them to
hold a second vote. Tass, citing "provisional results," said that
Yanayev won the second ballot.

IRAQ (AP) -- A group of Iraqi diplomats began returning to their
overseas posts after Saddam Hussein told them he was "ready for a
serious and constructive dialogue" to avert war, Iragi officials
said. But Iraq denied it was forming a new peace initiative, and
Saddam reiterated that any diplomatic settlement would have to link
and Iraqi pullout of Kuwait with an Israeli withdrawal from the
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

BLOCKADE/IRAQ (Baghdad/Reuter) =-- Iraqg denounced the diversion of
an Iragi-bound "peace ship" by U.S. and British troops and urged
the civilians aboard to defy the Gulf blockade. A statement called
for intervention by Oman, off whose coast the ship was boarded
Wednesday morning. "We appeal to those on board, who resisted the
aggression, not to submit to the measures of the aggressors...and
insist that the ship complete its voyage," the statement said. It
called on all Arabs and Moslems and everyone who cared about human
rights to protest "the piracy and crime" of the diversion. "What
a cheap level those empty ones (Americans) have reached."

Thousands of women and children marched past the U.S. Embassy
in Baghdad to protest the boarding and diversion of the freighter.
A smaller protest was held outside the British Embassy. Women and
young children carrying pictures of Saddam chanted: "Down, Down,
Bush" and "Yes For Peace, No For War."

GULF/IRAQI AMBASSADOR TO AUSTRALIA (Canberra/Reuter) -- Iraq faces
a military force stronger than its own in the Gulf but Baghdad is
still hoping for a peaceful solution, the Iragi ambassador to
Australia said. "I don't say we will lose but I say we will fight
like heroes if forces come to attack our country," Ambassador al-
Rawi said.

GULF/JAPAN (Tokyo/AP) =-- Prime Minister Kaifu has written
personally to Saddam Hussein urging an immediate and unconditional
withdrawal of Iraqi troops from Kuwait, the Foreign Ministry said.
Kaifu appealed for a peaceful settlement of the Gulf crisis in
accordance with U.N. resolutions, and cited the enormous pain and
toil Japan experienced in World War II and in rehabilitating the
nation from the ruins of war, officials said.
-more-
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GULF/KUWAITI FOREIGN MINISBTER (Beijing/AP) -- Kuwait's exiled

foreign minister said that he believes it is too late for peace,,

initiatives and that war is thus inevitable. "The whole world has
given enough time for a peaceful settlement of the Gulf crisis,"
Sheik Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Sabah told a news conference.

U.8. EVACUATION/CNN (Reuter) -- CNN said that the Defense
Department was completing standby plans to evacuate more than
30,000 private U.S. citizens from the Middle East before Jan. 15.
The network, without quoting a source for its information, said the
Americans would be flown from Saudi Arabia, Qatar, the UAE, Bahrain
"and other states surrounding the potential battle zone."

U.8. EVACUATION/JORDANIAN PAPER (Amman/Reuter) -- A Jordanian
state-owned newspaper blasted the U.S. for ordering most of its
employees to leave the country well before Jan. 15. Sawt al-Shaab
quoted an official source as saying the move was "punishment on
Arab countries that call for peace and press for a solution to the
Palestinian problem. It is clear that the objective...is to create
an atmosphere of war in the region to lend credibility to American
threats against Iraq," the newspaper said in an editorial.

RUSSIAN REPUBLIC/BUDGET/GORBACHEV (Moscow/UPI) -- President
Gorbachev said a decision by the Russian republic to slash its
contribution to the central government budget could lead to "the
destruction not only of the economy but of the entire union." The
Russian parliament decided Wednesday to cut its contribution from
a 1990 level of more than $242 billion to $39.8 billion in 1991.

SOVIET/RYZHROV (Moscow/AP) —-- Prime Minister Ryzhkov, who suffered
a heart attack two days ago, was in serious condition but his
health was not deteriorating, Mikhail Gorbachev told the Congress
of People's Deputies.

DURABLE GOOD8 (Reuter) ~- New orders for long-lasting durable goods
plunged 10.5% in November, the Commerce Department said, matching
a record drop earlier this year as most major industries saw the
business slide. The largest orders decline last month was for
transportation goods.
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White House News Summary
NETWORK NEWS

{Wednesday evening, December Zb6)

ABC'S DIANE SAWYER: Three weeks now untii Irag 1s supposed to be
t of Kuwait and there 1s st1ll rno sign that erther side 1s
pulling back from confrontation. There was a flurry of speculation
eariiler today about some sort of diplomatic breakthrough. An
Israell neuspaper reported that Secretary Baker would open talks
with Saddam on Jan. 4, but the btate Department says. not so; there
1s no suchh agreement. 5o the focus remains on the milzitary. 6
major change i1n taciics may be 1n the works.
AL’ benior Adminmistration officials have told A
News that U.5. forees 1in the Persian bulf are likely to adopt a
more agoressive posiure if the Jan. i5 deadiine passes without
agreement on an Iragi wrthdrawal from Kuwait. The purpose would
be to persusde Saddam that he has gravely underestimated the risk
of war. While officials declined to say precisely what steps wiil
be taken, they confirmed that the options include: moving U.b5.
ground forces in 5Saudi Arabia closer to the bordeér with Irag and
Kuwairt; holding exercises that simulate the start of a mlitary
offtensive; moving aircrait carriers to the northern Persian Gulf
within closer striking distance of Irag and Kuwaii; putting an
i |,000-man Marine amphibious force into position to launch attacks
by air and sea against the Kuwaiti coast; beginning reconnaissance
and otiher air missions over Kuwaiti territory; increasing might air
operations to demonstrate to Iraq the inadequacy of their nightiime
defenses; and orderaing U.5. aircraft on patrol to lock their
weapons radar an Irag: warplanes as though ready to fire.

Senior Administration otficials today described these options
as logical, and they have the added patential of making 1t harder
for Irag to know when a real attack i1s coming.
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S5AWYERT In Kuwalt, no sign that bSaddam plans to pull oui. 1In
fact, U.5. miiitary 1ntellipence officiais i1n Saudi Arabia think
just the opposite. ’

ABC°S CHRIS BURY: Senior American commanders say irag has
massively expanded 1ts force in Kuwait. In a briefing today.they
taciked that claim up with new i1ntelligence tigures. They estimate
iragy forces in and around Kuwait at more than half a million
troops, 4,006 tanks, Z,50@ armored personnel carriers, and Z,70@
artiiiery pieces. )

{LT. COL. TOM COURY, USAF Intelligence: “ie see absolutely no
indication that Saddam Hussein intends to withdraw from Kuwait.
Rather, he continues to pour both men and materiel into the country
and along his flank to the west. They’ve also constructed barbed
and concertina wire fencing that runs from the Kuwait coast to a
point northwest of the tri-border area 1n southern Irag. Host
areas also contain mortars and anti-aircraft artillery.”) :

-more-—
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GURY continues: And teday U.5. commanders reiierated their concern
about chemical weapons, saving lraq would probably use them against
attacking American and allied forces. For now, miiitary
intelligence officers expect Saddam to avoid a conflict while
working to erode American polatical supporti. But they take
seriously Saddam’s threat to attack Israel 1f he fears that war 1s
inevitable -- an attack intended tc break the Arab coalition that
15 now lined up against nim. {ABC-Lead)
NBL*S JOHN COCHRAN says there were these developments today in the
gulf crisis: The Pentagon says Irag test fired another surface-
to-surface missile. 1t°s the fourth such test since the gulf
crisis began. 6And the U.5. State Department denied an Israeli:
report that Secretary Baker and Saddam have set a date, Jan. 9, for
taiks.

In the Arabian Sea, a freighter bound for Iraq with a load of
sugar was i1ntercepted by American sailors enforcing the irade
embargao.

For the fAmerican troops stationed in Saudi Arabia, a kind of
war has aliready begun -- a war 1invelving censorship; and for
American journalists 1s means accepting some restrictive ground
rules.

NBLC®S BRAD WILLIS reporis that the U.5. military must balance ihe
incredible appetite of the news media for fact and detail with
national security and Saudi sensitivaties. Neuws coverage of
Chrisimas observances was severely restricted in this Isiamic
country. Ever since U.5. ftorces arrived here, authoriiies have
been concerned ahout ceriain pictures that show fimericans acting
li1ke Americans. Saddam has exploirted such images, here
rebroadcasting American men and women dancing in Saudi Arabia,
telling the Arab world that Americans are defiling the holy land.
Thangs have become so sensiiive that even videotaping Bob Hope's
Christmas show with the troops here was taboo. Americans wonder
1f too much attention i1s being paid to Saud:i sensitivities and not
enougn to their ouwn. {NBC-27
CB5°5 BUB SCHIEFFER: fAnotither ominous sign today of what war in the
Persian Gulf could entail i1f hostiliaties do break out. For the
second time this month the iraqis heid another test firing of a
Soviet-made missile with enough range to strike ftargets deep 1n
Saudy Arabia.

inside 1ts own borders today, well away from American troops but
st111 enough to send them scrambling on alert. Alithough Saddam may
not want te start a war, U.3. 1nteiligence officers believe a
surprise attack 1s still a real threat, and not just to fmerican
troops; perhaps, also, a provocation with Israel in an attempt to
decouple the coalition of forces. The teeling that war is
inevitahie seems to be spreading. Today the 5iate lUepariment
ordered all non-essential Americans at the U.5. embassies in Jordan
and Sudan to leave hefore the Jan. i5 deadline. Saddam continues
to pour men and materiel 1n Kuwairt, showing no sign he intends to
pull out no matter uhat ihe cost. 50 far the embargo does not seem
to be having much 1mpact on the Iragi military. A U.5.
inteiligence officer said Iraqi troops i1n Kuwait are beang
adequately supplied and the Iragi air force has actuslily increased
1ts flying hours.

-More-
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today io enforce tie U.N. irade embargo against Irag. The sailors
ran into some resistance, not just from the ereuw, but also from
dozens of women from an international peace group.

CB5°'S JIM STEWART reports that the FPentagon believes the Iragi-
flagged Ibn Khaldoon was a ship looking for a confrontation. Her
holes were filied with embargoed cargo, and her passenger list
contained Z5% women peace activists, among them several Americans,
including a congressional staff member. Scuffling broke out when
the women formed a human chain near the bridge and pushed and
pulied at U.5. servicemen’s weapons. U.5. iroops fired shots intio
the air and used concussion grenades to disperse the croud. The
Feniagon says no one was seriously hurti. One of the women on board
has been identified as E. Faye Williams, a staff member of the
House commiitee on the Districti of Columbia, and twige a Democratic
nominee for Congress in Louisiana. The ship began its cruise
earlier this month earrying & muliinational group calling itself
*ijomen for Feace.” She made publicity stops i1n Tumis, Tripoli, the
Fort of Sudan, fden, and was bound for the Fort of Basra in Iraq
wirth what the group claimed was a load of humanitarian medical
supplies. Fffter i1ignoring repeaied warnings, eariy this morning the
Khaldoon was stopped by British, Australian and U.5. warships near
Uman and a beoarding party sent over by helicopter. A search of the
ship reveaied cargo 1in violation of U.N. sanctions: rice, cooking
o011, sugar and other prohmibited i1tems. Today’s was only the latest
of more than 7@® boardings in the waters around Iraq, and that
effect, says the Pentagon, 1s a strangleholid with a price tag in
lost revenue and trade for Baghdad of more than %i@® miliion a day
and growing.

SCHIEFFER: Some fAmerican doctors who are just back ftrom Baghdad
claim that the U.N. sanctions have doubled the infant mortality -
rate 1n Irag. The dociors belong to an international group of
physicians that won the 1385 Nobel Peace Fraize.

CLB5° 5 RICHARD WAGNER reports that despite the fact that essential
food and medicine are exempt from U.N. sanctions, Irag continues
to claim that children are dying for lack of beth. Irag says that
more than 2,808 lIraqi children have died since RAupgust  because of
the economic blockade, a tigure dispuied by many Western diplomats.
But while we were visiting a Baghdad hospital, this month-old
infant boy died of blood poisoning, and his doctor sard he could
itave saved him 2f he had the necessary medicine. The boy’s mother
blames President Bush. There 1s an effort to get vital medicine
into Irag. From Jordan, more than ib tons of free reiief have
begun heading this way. Un the other side of the coin there’s a
serious charge againsi Irag -- that when 1t invaded Kuwaii 1t took
scores of 1ncubators away, leaving more than 30@ premature babies
to die. CBS News has seen incubators here, bui no one would tell
us where they came from. What we were told 1s that children are
dying unnecessarily here every day. And we uere also told that
iarge guantities of medicines ordered by Irag are sitting 1n
turopean airporis -- medication Iraq can’t pay for. FfAnd ihe
suppliers are saying “fNo money, no medicine.” {CB5-Lead?

“mora-
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SAWYER reports the State Uepartment 1ssued another travel advisory
today. It warned American citizens ito leave Jordan and Sudan by
Jan. i5. It cited unstable conditions and the threat of anti-
American demonstrations. (ABL-3)

COCHRAN: ©Good evening on what has been a good day for Mikhail
Gorbachev. The Soviet Conpress of People’s Deputies gave ham bread
pouwers to deal with both the crumbling economy and breakauay
republics. Gorbachev argued that a weaker Soviet Union needs a
stronger leader.

a new umon treaty giving the republics more autonomy, but not the
full independence some want; a new cabinet reporiing to haim,
replacing a council of ministers responsible only to parliament;

a new federation council with the heads of all iS5 republics agdin
reporting to him; and a vice president. Gorbachev picked bennady
Yanayev, a former trade union boss and obedient bureaucrat.
Radical reformers uwere the real losers here. any fear Gorbachev
w1ll now abuse his power, which they believe 1s ioo great.

COCHRAN talks with ROBERT LEGVULD, director of the Harriman
Institute:

COCHRAN: UWe*ve had a 1ot of experience with the good borbachev,
the hNobel Feace Prize uwinner. Are we nouw about to see the bad
Gorbachev, especially 1in cracking down on the dissident republics?

LEGVOLD: If by that you mean 1s this going io be a Gorbachev who
shouws the i1ron fisi, I think the chances are more ilikely so. But
one has to understand the underlying reasons. Above all else, thais
1s a leader who has fewer and feuwer ansuers for the fundamental
problems facing the Soviet Union. He 1s farther away today fron
basic economic retorm, from a basic political openming of the
socieiy and soiution to the federal guestion, and instead he®s much
more preoccupled with the immediate crisis of the economy, and
above all else the challenge to the federation. dnd in thais
circumstance he’s 1rkely to use his power for law and order
purposes rather than for purposes of reform....

.OCHHAN: 5So far U.5. officials say the changes in the Soviet Union
in no way undermine Moscow®s support for President Bush®s gulf
policy. {NBC-Lead, ABC-4, CLHS-Z)
RYZHKOV

SAWYER says Premier Nikola: Ryzhkov 1s said to have suftered a
heart attack. The new Soviet government structure strips away much
of his pouer. (ABC-5}

-mare-
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SAWYER: In Israel today, an eveni that will do nothing to reduce
tensions between Arabs and Israelis: Three Jewish settliers
sentenced to life 1n prison for murdering Falestinians have been
reieased from prison. Israelil authorities said they had expressed
remorse, but once free their leader said they had no regrets.
{HBL-L)

|U'I

AWYER says the Census Bureau reports today that 1ts couniers tound

Z48,639,69Z fimericans in the (330 Census. That’s a i@.Z percent
increase 1n a decade.

population, ZZ.3 percent. That means Californians now have a lock
on iZ percent of all the seats in the House and {0 percent of the
electoral votes needed to choose the president. #Folitical
scientisis say the Census has major implications. .

(JANMES THURBER, fAmerican University: “That’s pulling electoral
votes away from ithe heart of the sirength of the Uemocratic Party
and pulling towards the WKepublican area, which 1s the West and the
South for presidential elections.™?}

The South grew i3.5 percent; the northeast, 3.4 percent; the
miduest, only 1.3 percent, suggesting some significant
éongress1onai redisiricting 1n the year ahead. (ABC-7, NBL-4)
CB5°5 MARK PHILLIFS reports:

{ MICHREL UHHEY Commerce Department: Y1 helieve that we have seen
here a full, fair and efficient census.”)

Others say :t’s been unfair. First there were charges that the
counters missed a iot of people. Now the lower numbers for the bag
cities means less representation and less funding.

(NEiW YORK MAYOR DINKINS: “At the Commerce Departiment, siatistical
grand larceny has become a way of life, and the 1nevitable
undercounting, underfunding and underrepresentation have become as

certain as death and taxes.™) {CB5-3)
CRUZAN

SAWYER reports that in rit. Vernon, ii0, Nancy Cruzan died this
morning. She was the center of an agonizing right-ito-die case,
left 1n an 1irreversible coma after a car crash eight years ago.

Tuwelve days ago her parents finally won the raight to disconneet her
feeding tubes. {ABC-8, NBC-3, CbB5-4)

-end ot B-section-



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 27, 19990

Dear Cameron:

I have taken the liberty of sharing your letter with
Nick Brady and have asked him to review your proposed
"self help" pProgram for Connecticut banks. As you
know, Treasury is completing a very important study
of proposed financial services reforms, so he will

be glad to have your letter.

Very best wishes to You and Lucetta.

Sincerely,

Z8

Mr. Cameron Clark, Jr. 9 0 1 2 2 8

President
Production Sharing
International, Ltd.
Post Office Box 39
Southport, Connecticut 06490-0039
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(complate writathru bush says tPeops situation in parsian gulf ie
"just right"; meets with seviet envoy) prav. new york)

Bush meats with Boviet envoy

BY HELEN THOMAS

UP1l White House Reporter

WARABHINGTON {(URPI) _ President Bush, playing down reports U.S. troops
in the Pergian Gulf will rnot be ready for combat by Jan. 15, waid
Thursday "the situation is just right."

In an impromptu meeting with White House reporters, Bu-h also denied
other reports that a date had been set for a meeting between Becretary
of 8tate Jamms Baker and Iragi President Saddam Husaein in Baghdad.

The president Gpoke briefly with reporters ivn the White House press
office a few hours after his return from Camp David. Bush arranged to
raturn to the presidential retreat in the afterncon to resume his
holiday stay with family members.

Bush said Soviet Ambassador RAlexander Bessmartynykh had delivered a
nessage to him from President Mikhail Gorbachev, but he declined to
reveal its contents.

Daputy White House presc secretary Doug Davidson said the ambassador -
slipped into the White House through a back door at 9:30 a.m. for an
unannounced meeting with the pr!ﬂzd.nt. The snvoy alsc visited the State
Department Thursday.

Bush said that the messane from Gorbachev was "confidential," but
he described it a=z a "very, very gocd" lettier,

Bush wazs asked about raports in recent days that Secretary of Daefernse
Diek Chansy and Chairman Colin FPowell of the Joint Chiefs of Staff had
told him their inspection tour of U.5. troops in the Perasian Bulf showed
that they would not be prepared for combat until mid-February.

"Where did they pat that stuff," Bush sald of the medla reports,
adding, "l had a very pgood briefing from Dick and Colin and the
situation is Just right."

Asked if U.8. troops would be prepared to go to war on Jan. 18, the
daadline et by a U.N. resolution for Saddam to withdraw his troéops from
Kuwait, Bush declined to answer, saying it was "tooc provecative."

But asked if he would not =end troops into battle if thay were
unprapared, Bush said, "Exactly. It's under contrel. I've got total
confidence in the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the secrsetary
of dafense, and the commandars out there with whom I talked over the
holidays. "

Bush said the message to Saddam remains _ “"that we've geing to fully
implamaent the United Nations resclutions, that's &ll. And so are the
other countries."

Bush also called a raport in an Israell newspaper that Baker would
meet with Saddam on Jan. 8 "fully fallacious," adding, "There's
nothing going on on that front."

Bush said, "When there's any news on that, I1'1l) be putting it out
myself. [ am staying divectly in touch."

upi 12-27-90 12148 pas



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 27, 1990

Dear Elsie:

Thank you for your message and for sharing your
thoughts with me.

No one wants a peaceful solution to this crisis
more than I, nor is anyone more determined to end
the unlawful take-over and brutal occupation of
Kuwait by Saddam Hussein. We cannot and will not
stand by and let this terrible injustice continue.
I want you to know that I understand your concerns,
but I truly believe that our Nation and the world
are taking the proper course in this matter.

Barbara and I send our warmest wishes to you for
the holiday season.

Sincerely,

13

Ms. Elsie Wear Stockwell
40 South Crescent Circuit ”

Brighton, Massachusetts 02135 5 Q
/7/ /u;=4né.




FROM
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON. D.C. !

Mr. Owen Ullmann
. Knight-Ridder
Washington Bureau
700 National Press Building f
529 14th Street, NW :

Washington, D.C. 20045
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