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My oath to the Constitution charges me to faithfully execute the

Office of President and to the best of my ability preserve,
protect, and defend.the Constitution of the United States. Few
duties are more important in discharging that obligation than my
responsibility under'Article II' Section 2 of our Constitution to
select, from among all poss1ble ch01ces, one nominee to fill a
vacancy on the Supreme Court of the United States. The task of
narrowing the selection to one highly qualified jurist committed
to the rﬁle of law and faithful to the Constitution could never

be easy, but I have found it enormously satisfying. My choice

-will serye the Court and Constitution well.

I am most pleased to announce that I will nominate as Assoc1ate
Justlce of the United States Supreme Court a remarkable Judge of

*lect«and the highest ablllty, one whose scholarly

commitmeJt to the law and whose wealth of experience mark him of

the first rank -- Judge David Souter of the United States Court

of Appea's ox the First Circuit.

Judge .Souter, I believe with all my heart, will prove a most
worthy member of the Court. Judge Souter's tenure . as an
Associate Justice of the.Supreme Court of the State of New
Hampshire, as Attorney General of that State, and more recently

as a federal appeals judge unquestlonably demonstrates his

ability, his™S ”vand his dedication to public service.
And he has a keen appreciation of the proper judicial role,

rooted in fundamental belief in the separation of powers and the
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democratic principles underlying our great system of government.

Let me pay tribute, too, to the Justice whose retirement from the
Court created the vacancy I will nominate Judge Souter to fill,
Justice William Brennan. His powerful intellect, his winning
personality, and importantly, his commitment to civil discourse

on emotional issues that at times tempt uncivil voices, have made

" him one of the greatest figures of our age. No one can question

his dedication to the nation and the energy he has brought to his

high office. His retirement is marked by the dignity and honor

that characterized his 34 years of service on the bench.

In choosing to nominate Judge Souter, who like Justice Breenan is
largely a product of the State Court systen:> I have looked for
that same dedication to public service and strength of intellect
exemplified by Justice Brennan. My selection process was not
geared simply to any legal issue; it is not appropriate in

choosing a Supreme Court Justice to use any "litmus test." I

want a Justice who will ably and fairly interpret the law across

the rahge of issues the Court faces. OUr country .serves as a
model for the world at a time of special significance, and I
stressed within the White House that our process could not be

dominated by politics or special interests. I believe that we

have set a good example of selecting a fair arbiter of the law.




Judge Souter will bring tb the Court a weélth of judicial

experience on the Supreme Court of his state, and before that as
a state trial court judge. Prior to his appointment tp the state
bench, Judge Souter was Attorney General of the Staté of New

Hampshire. |

Judge Souter is a graduate of the Harvard Law School and a Phi

Beta Kappa graduate of Harvard College. He was also a Rhodes

Scholar.

My respect for Judge Souter's outstanding record led me earlier
this year to nominate him to his present position on the Court of
Appeals. The Senate unanimously confirmed him to that position,
because of his exceptional qualities and experience. His
opinions reflect a keen intellect as well as wise balance between

the theoretical and practical aspects of the law.

Judge Souter committed to interpreting, not making the law. He
recognizes the proper role of judges in upholding the democratic
choices of the people through their elected representatives, with

constitutional constraints.

Justice Brennn's retirement took effect last Friday. The Court
is now reduced to eight memebers; it is important to restore the
bench to full strength by the first Monday in October when the

Court begins its 1990 Term. I look forward to presenting Judge

Souter's nomination to the Senate as quickly as possible, and I




look forward as well to a fiar and expeditious confirmation -

process.
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THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON

December 13, 1988

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
Chairman

Committee on the Judiciary

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510-6275

Dear Joe:

Thanks for your letter of November 25. I waited to
reply until I could talk to Dick Thornburgh, who has been
overseas. Dick tells me that he has been in touch with you
and that, indeed, you two are going to get together on this
subject. After you two have chatted, I would love to visit
with both you and Dick. The idea of avoiding confrontation
over Supreme Court appointments makes great sense.

I hope you and yours have a wonderful Christmas.

Sincerely,

Ge ush

cc: The Honorable Richard Thornburgh

Governor Sununu
Craig Fuller
Boyden Gray
Hector Irastorza
Patty Presock

I~




,,- . o WU UOONT

' e JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jn., DELAWARE, CHAIRMAN

/WARD M. KENNEDY. MASSACHUSETTS STRGM THURMOND, SOUTH CAROLINA
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST YIRGINIA ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH
HOWARD i, METZENBAUM, OHIO ALAN K. SIMPSON, WYOMING
DENNIS DI:\_ONCINI ARIZONA CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, IOWA g S Lid

MARK H. GITENSTEIN, CHIEF COUNSEL %
DIANA HUFFMAN, STAFF DIRECTOR " COMMITTEE ON THE JUDIClARY Vk

TERRY L WOOTEN, MINORITY CHIEF COUNSEL

R.J. DUKE SHORT, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6275 &t: { N Q LA

|

7

IVTITNS-
i
7/
VA
—

November 25, 1988 § \bﬁﬁwtu&\ x¥&oy

George Bush

Vice President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

|
|
i
| _+.-PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT ARLEN. SPECTER:-PENNSYLVANIA Cla ﬂ % %
HOWELL HEFLIN, A . PH . NE
AU STMON. I[JLINB?SBAMA GORDON J. HUMPHREY, W HAMPSHIRE nltz tgtzs matz
Dear Mr. Vice President:
Congratulations on your victory. I look forward to
working with you as a member of the Senate and as Chairman of
the Judiciary Committee.

As you are no doubt aware, President Reagan and I, working
hen Chlef of Staff Howard Baker,

55

;th'TExecutivew«

by erni 3,

It was this
consultative process that greatly facilitated the confirmation
process in the case of Justice Kennedy.

While it may be presumptuous for me to suggest, I-think_it....
_mlght be benef1c1al =tormeetinsthe =near: =future,= pg;bapsgeven;i?

=bEfOTE, Tyour.. 1nauguratlon,“to_develop a mechanism for contlnulng
“that t process. ‘

I am at your disposal for such a meeting.

Congratulations again.

Sincerely, *




¢ ' bcc:  John Sununu

NOTE ENVELOPE MARKED EYES ONLY

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 25, 1990

Dear Dick and Boyden:

Thanks for the superb job you both did on the
process leading up to David Souter's nomination to
the Supreme Court. .

Now, back to the drawing board. I would like the
pbrocess that you started 17 months ago to be
started up once again. I'd like to ask that even
more emphasis be placed upon finding qualified
minorities and qualified women.

We should look at the possible retirements; and
then we should frankly discuss replacements. I do
not endorse the pPremise that a certain seat
belongs to one sex or one special group.

Please let me know when You are ready to discuss
this important matter with me.

Again, well done and thanks.

Sincerely,

/

The Honorable Richard L. Thornburgh
The Attorney General

U.S. Department of Justice
Washington, D.c. 20530

The Honorable cC. Boyden Gray
Counsel to the President

The White House

Washington, D.c. 20500
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My oath to the constitution charges me to faithfully execute the
Office of President and to the best of my ability preserve,
protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States. Few
duties are more 1mportant in dlscharglng that obligation than my
responsibility under Artlcle IT, Sectlon 2 of our Constitution to
select, from among all possible choices, one nominee to fill a
vacancy on the Supreme Court of the United States. The task of
narrowing the selection to one highly qualified jurist committed
to the rule of law and faithful to the éonstitution could never
be easy, but I have found it enormously satisfying. My choice

will serve the Court and Constitution well.

I am most pleased to announce that I will nominate as Associate
Justice of the United States Supreme Court a remarkable Judge of
keen intellect and the highest ability, one whose scholarly

commitment to the law and whose wealth of experience mark him of
the first rank -- Judge David Souter of the United States Court

of Appeals for the First Circuit.

Judge Souter, I believe with all my heart, will prove a most
worthy member of the Court. Judge Souter's tenure as an
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of New
Hampshire, as Attorney General of that State, and more recently
as a federal appeals judge unquestionably demonstrates his
ability, his intergriy, and his dedication to public service.
And he has a keen appreciation of the proper judicial role,

rooted in fundamental belief in the separation of powers and the




e

democratic principles ﬁhderlying our great system of government.

Let me pay tribute, too, to the Justice whose retirement from the
Court created the vacancy I will nominate Judge Souter to fill,
Justice William Brennan. His powerful intellect, his winning
personality, and importantly, his commitment to civil discourse
on emotional issues that at times tempt uncivil voices, have made
him one of the greatest figures of our age. No one can question
his dedication to the nation and the energy he has brought to his
high office. His retirement is marked by the dignity and honor

that characterized his 34 years of service on the bench.

In choosing to nominate Judge Souter, who like Justice Breenan is
largely a product of the State Court system. I have looked for
that same dedication to public service and strength of intellect
exemplified by Justice Brennan. My selection process was not
geared simply to any legal issue; it is not appropriate in
choosing a Supreme Court Justice to use any "litmus test." I
want a Justice who will ably and fairly interpret the law across
the range of issues the Court faces. OUr country serves as a
model for the world at a time of special significance, and I
stressed within the White House that our process could not be
dominated by politics or special interests. I believe that we

have set a good example of selecting a fair arbiter of the law.



L}
.

Judge Souter will bring to the Court a wealth of judicial
experience on the Supreme Court of his state, and before that as
a state trial court judge. Prior to his appointment to the state
bench, Judge Souter was Attorney General of the State of New

Hampshire.

Judge Souter is a graduate of the Harvard Law School and a Phi
Beta Kappa graduate of Harvard College. He was also a Rhodes

Scholar.

My respect for Judge Souter's outstanding record led me earlief
this year to nominate him to his present position on the Court of
Appeals. The Senate unanimously confirmed him to that position,
because of his exceptional qualities and experience. His
opinions reflect a keen intellect as well as wise balance between

the theoretical and practical aspects of the law.

Judge Souter committed to interpreting, not making the law. He
recognizes the proper role of judges in upholding the democratic
choices of the people through their elected representatives, with

constitutional constraints.

Justice Brennn's retirement took effect last Friday. The Court
is now reduced to eight memebers; it is important to restore the
bench to full strength by the first Monday in October when the

Court begins its 1990 Term. I look forward to presenting Judge

Souter's nomination to the Senate as quickly as possible, and I




look forward as well to a fiar and expeditious confirmation

process.




My oath to the Constitution charges me to faithfully execute
the Office of President and to the best of my ability preserve,
protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States. Few
duties are more important in discharging that obligation than my
responsibility under Article Il, Section 2 of our Constitution to
select, from afnorig all possible choices, one nominee to fill a
vacancy on the Supreme Court of the United States. The task of
narrowing the selection to one highly qualified jurist committed to
the rule of law and faithful to the Constitution could never be easy,
but | have found it enormously satisfying. My choice, | think, will

serve the Court and the Constitution well.

| am most pleased to announce that 1 will nominate as
Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court a remarkable
Judge of keen intellect and the highest ability, one whose scholarly
commitment to the law and whose wealth of experience mark him
of the first rank -- Judge David Souter of the United States Court of
Appeals for the First Circuit.

Judge Souter, | believe with all my heart, will prove a most

worthy member of the Court. Judge Souter’s ténure as an
M
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of New

e e
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Hampshire, as Attorney General of that State, and more recently as
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he peraFroleﬁS&éd in a fundamental
belief in the separation of powers and the democratic principles

underlying our great system of government.

Let me pay tribute, too, to the Justice whose retirement from
the Court created the vacancy | will nominate Judge Souter to fill,
Justice William Brennan. His powerful intellect, his winning
personali;y, and, importantly, his commitment to civil discourse on
emotional issues that at times tempt uncivil voices, have made him
one of the great figures of our age. To be sure, | have not always
| agreed with the results of Justice Brennan's jurisprudence, but no
one can question his dedication to the nation and the energy he
has brought to his high office. His retirement is marked by the
dignity and honor that characterized his 34 years of service on the

bench.

In choosing to nominate Judge Souter, 1 looked first and
foremost for strength of intellect and understanding of the judicial
role. My selection process was not geared simply to one legal

issue; it is not appropriate in choosing a Supreme Court Justice to




)

use any "litmus test." | wanted a Justice who will ably and fairly
interpret the law across the range of issues the Court faces. Our
country serves as a model for the world at a time of special
significance, and | stressed within the White House that our process
could not be dominated by petty politics or special interests. |
believe that we have set a good example of selecting a fair arbiter

of the law.

Judge Souter will bring to the Court a wealth of judicial
experience. At age 50, he has served 12 years on the courts of the
State of New Hampshire, including seven years as a Justice of the
New Hampshire Supreme Court. And prior to his appointment to
the state bench, Judge Souter was Attorney General of the State of

New Hampshire.

Judge Souter is a graduate of the Harvard Law School and a
Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Harvard College. He was also a

Rhodes Scholar.

My respect for Judge Souter's outstanding record led me
earlier this year to nominate him to his present position on the

Court of Appeals. The Senate unanimously confirmed him to that

position, because of his exceptional qualities and experience.




His opinions reflect a keen intellect as well as wise balance

between the theoretical and practical aspects of the law.

Judge Souter is committed to interpreting, not making, the
law. He recognizes the proper role of judges in upholding the
democratic choices of the people through their elected

representatives, within constitutional constraints.

Judge Souter has been fair, firm and courageous in his
approach to criminal law issues. As Aftorney General of New
Hampshire, he was widely known as a strong advocate of law and
order, safe streets and neighborhoods, and tough penalties on
those who threaten society. As a Judge, he has diligently applied
the law to ensure that criminals do not walk free on artificial
technicalities but are punished as they deserve. And all the while
he has held true the balance between the rights of the accused and
the interests of society. 1 believe that David Souter will make an

outstanding Justice of the Supreme Court.

Justice Brennan's retirement took effect last Friday. The Court
is now reduced to eight members; it is important to restore the

bench to full strength by the first Monday in October when the



Court begins its 1990 Term. | look forward to presenting Judge
Souter's nomination to the Senate as quickly as possible, and |

look forward as well to a fair and expeditious confirmation process.




My oath to the Constitution charges me to faithfully execute
the Office of President and to the best of my ability preserve,
protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States. Few
duties are more important in discharging that obligation than my
responsibility under Article Il, Section 2 of our Constitution to
select, from among all possible choices, one nominee to fill a
vacancy on the Supreme Court of the United States. The task of
narrowing the selection to one highly qualified jurist committed to
the rule of law and faithful to the Constitution could never be easy,
but | have found it enormously satisfying. My choice, | think, will

serve the Court and the Constitution well.

I am most pleased to announce that | will nominate as
Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court a remarkable
Judge of keen intellect and the highest ability, one whose scholarly
commitmeht to the law and whose wealth of experience mark him
of the first rank - Judge David Souter of the United States Court of
Appeals for the First Circuit.

Judge Souter, | believe with all my heart, will prove a most
worthy member of the Court. Judge Souter's tenure as an

Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of New



Hampshire, as Attorney General of that State, and more recently as
a federal appeals judge unquestionably demonstrates his ability, his
integrity, and his dedication to public service. And he has a keen
appreciation of the proper judicial role, rooted in a fundamental
belief in the separation of powers and the democratic principles

underlying our great system of government.

Let me pay tribute, too, to the Justice whose retirement from
the Court created the vacancy I will nominate Judge Souter to fill,
Justice William Brennan. His powerful intellect, his winning
personality, and, importantly, his commitment to civil discourse on
emotional issues that at times tempt uncivil voices, have made him
one of the great figures of our age. To be sure, | have not always
agreed with the results of Justice Brennan's jurisprudence, but no
one can question his dedication to the nation and the energy he
has brought to his high office. His retirement is marked by the
dignity and honor that characterized his 34 years of service on the

bench.

In choosing to nominate Judge Souter, | looked first and
foremost for strength of intellect and understanding of the judicial
role. My selection process was not geared simply to one legal

issue; it is not appropriate in choosing a Supreme Court Justice to

I




use any "litmus test." | wanted a Justice who will ably and fairly
interpret the law across the range of issues the Court faces. Our
country serves as a model for the world at a time of special
significance, and | stressed within the White House that our process
could not be dominated by petty politics or special interests. |
believe that we have set a gooﬂ example of selecting a fair arbiter

of the law.

Judge Souter will bring to the Court a wealth of judicial
experience. At age 50, he has served 12 years on the courts of the
State of New Hampshire, including seven years as a Justice of the
New Hampshire Supreme Court. And prior to his appointment to
the state bench, Judge Souter was Attorney General of the State of

New Hampshire.

Judge Souter is a graduate of the Harvard Law School and a
Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Harvard College. He was also a

Rhodes Scholar.

My respect for Judge Souter's outstanding record led me
earlier this year to nominate him to his present position on the
Court of Appeals. The Senate unanimously confirmed him to that

position, because of his exceptional qualities and experience.




His opinions reflect a keen intellect as well as wise balance

between the theoretical and practical aspects of the law.

Judge Souter is committed to interpreting, not making, the
law. He recognizes the proper role of judges in upholding the
democratic choices of the people through their elected

representatives, within constitutional constraints.

Judge Souter has been fair, firm and courageous in his
approach to criminal law issues. As Attorney General of New
Hampshire, he was widely known as a strong advocate of law and
order, safe streets and neighborhoods, and tough penalties on
those who threaten society. As a Judge, he has diligently applied
the law to ensure that criminals do not walk free on artificial
technicalities but are punished as they deserve. And all the while
he has held true the balance between the rights of the accused and
the interests of society. | believe that David Souter will make an

outstanding Justice of the Supreme Court.

Justice Brennan's retirement took effect last Friday. The Court
is now reduced to eight members; it is important to restore the

bench to full strength by the first Monday in October when the




Court begins its 1990 Term. | look forward to presenting Judge
Souter's nomination to the Senate as quickly as possible, and |

look forward as well to a fair and expeditious confirmation process.



