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On the eve of his
meeting with George
Bush, the embattled
Soviet President
expresses hope for his
country, anger at his
critics, advice for
foreign leaders and
supreme confidence in
himself. He clearly sees
himself as the leader of
a new Russian
Revolution and a
visionary for the end of
the century.
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Behind the Sandinistas’ stunning election loss in Nicaragua
is the secret story of U.S.-Soviet partnership in Central
America. George Bush may lack Mikhail Gorbachev’s grand
vision, but he and his advisers proved their mastery of
creative diplomacy.
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Demonstrators jeered at the Soviet president at the May Day march in Red Square

B Why Gorbachev Is Failing

Mikhail Gorbachev's mastery of Kremlin politics is almost complete. But it hasn't
helped him achieve his principal goal: to save the Soviet system from itself. The
country is disintegrating; secessionist movements tug at the fringes of the Soviet
Union while the republics put parochialism above national interests. Last week'’s
too-little-too-late economic reforms only highlighted the problems. Perhaps no
Soviet leader could surmount the obstacles, but Gorbachev seems to lack both
understanding and vision. As George Bush hosts him in Washington this week,
the question is: how much should America invest in this man? Special Report: Page 16

M China’s Killing Fields

One year ago China's hard-liners crushed the
democracy movement. Now a Chinese pho-
tographer who documented the execution of
protesters has smuggled his film of the shoot-
ings to the West—powerful images that tell
an ugly story. Meanwhile, George Bush an-
nounced he would extend China’s most-fa-
vored-nation trading status. International: Page 28
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A protester moments before execution

M The Mommy Wars

Tension between women has been
building as they increasingly choose
divergent paths—either staying home
to care for their children, or working
and turning over their kids’ daily care
to someone else. Lifestyle: Page 64
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