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Doctors are writing 650,000 prescriptions a month

M A Promising New Weapon Against Depression

Prozac has become the nation’s top-selling antidepressant since manufacturer
Eli Lilly introduced it just over two years ago. Many doctors say it can improve the
lives of millions of people who have been suffering from debilitating mental
illness. But is it really a wonder drug? Prozac can have serious side effects, but in
most cases they are fewer and less troublesome than those of older antidepres-
sants. And that makes doctors and their patients happy. Lifestyle: Page 38

B A New Test for Gorbachev

The Soviet Parliament granted new pow-
ers to Mikhail Gorbachev, leading to pre-
dictions of rapid reform. But the narrow
victory was a gauge of popular discontent.
So was the declared secession of Lithua-
nia. Unless Gorbachev solves that ques-
tion gracefully, other republics could
soon break away. International: Page 22

Lithuanians rally for independence

M The Post-Pauley Meltdown

The best soap opera on NBC? Try the “Today”
show. Former sports honcho Dick Ebersol arrived,
enshrined Deborah Norville as a star—and ended
up losing Jane Pauley. The ratings plummeted,
especially among women. Now, as “Today”
gropes for a new identity, Pauley is popping up on
prime time, while Bryant Gumbel seems to be
distancing himself from the wreckage. Society: Page 58
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