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SPECIAL SECTION: The Soviet Union teeters on the brink
of disintegration as republics revolt against the center

How Gorbachev moves to save his crumbling empire will affect not only his country but also
the world. » A chorus of complaints from around the union. » A resurgence of both

Russian nationalism and Islamic fervor inspires worries about communal discord.»Why a
Soviet historian believes the empire should collapse.
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NATION: After democracy’s
victory in Nicaragua, the
U.S. must help make it stick
Washington’s sanctions and support for
the contras helped defeat the Sandinistas.
Now the U.S. will get the bill for rebuilding
a battered country. » Victorious Violeta
Chamorro is already fencing with the
Sandinistas—and the contra rebels.
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LAW: Exxon is
indicted for the
Alaska spill

The U.S. Justice Department
declares a crackdown on
polluters. The move
spotlights the growing role
that environmental issues are
playing in the legal business.
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Red tape and white elephants
are adding billions to the cost
of the S&L rescue.» Andrew
Tobias on Japan’s
willingness to forgo current
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reward.
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Almost overnight she
changed from coffeehouse
guitarist to best-selling
recording artist. Her

sweetly sad voice and
powerful lyrics helped make
protest music fashionable
again. But her quiet, earthy
style remains unchanged.
Shunning publicity, she sings
of subjects she feels strongly
about, yet she always keeps a
little of herself in reserve.
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how mind-body techniques,
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fight everything from high
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Art, the exhibit of Robert
Moskowitz, 54, is a reminder
that serious figurative art
never went away, and can
still yield works of poignancy
and power.
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M Gay America: A
Look Into the Future
AIDS has cut a deadly swath
through gay America. Yet the
epidemic has also galva-
nized the homosexual com-
munity in unexpected ways.
Angry young militants have
challenged the bounds of
taste to protest AIDS poli-
cies—in the process setting
off tensions among gays
and alienating many
straights. While some

gays and lesbians play
power politics, others are
settling down to family
lives, producing a new
“gayby boom.” But how far
will the limits of tolerance
extend? National Affairs: Page 20
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political miracle: a free election that
ended in the defeat of an overconfi-
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laxed, the country may enjoy its first
peaceful transfer of power in this
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When 7-year-old Hilary Foretich turned up in New
Zealand on Feb. 23, the long and public tug of war over

custody began all over again. Hilary's mother, Eliza- Pl peoking o

beth Morgan, continues to call the father, Eric Foretich, Departments
a child abuser; he of course steadfastly denies it. Now Bylines 2
both must wait for the ruling of the New Zealand family Efriqgcope 3
court, which takes a very dim view of intrusion by e "
pushy parents or the press. Lifestyle: Page 78 Perspectives 17
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