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Back home: Portrait
of the nation

On the eve of a new decade, nine report-
ers revisited their hometowns to explore
how they have changed and what chal-
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COVER: Money laundering is a thriving global business 50
whose customers range from drug kingpins to tax dodgers

In a high-tech wash cycle that often takes less than 48 hours, drug smugglers can turn
cocaine-tinged bills into such squeaky-clean assets as money-market deposits and car

dealerships. One danger: drug lords and other lawbreakers are believed to be buying valuable
chunks of the American economy. » Andrew Tobias on the impact of falling housing prices.

WORLD: Amid mass
resignations and arrests, has
the revolt against Communism
in the East bloc spun out of
control?

East Germany is faced with the dissolution of
party leadership, Czechoslovakia with
government paralysis. The turmoil reaches even
into the Soviet Union, as Lithuania legalizes
political pluralism against Gorbachev’s wishes.
» A TIME symposium explores the future

of Europe. » The coup’s lessons for Corazon
Aquino.» Colombia’s scorecard in its

fight against drugs.
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DIRCK HALSTEAD

NATION: And

now for the

hard part

Meeting Malta’s ambitious
goals will take tough
bargaining.»> U.S. business
experts are pessimistic about
helping Poland.»The $300
billion S & L bailout could be
dwarfed by a new crisis.

36

LIVING: Mink, the
ultimate luxury ora
“sadist symbol”?
The fur is flying as animal
activists urge consumers to
leave the wraps and stoles

on store hangers. Faced with
stiff opposition and flat
sales, the industry fights
back.
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ENVIRONMENT:
The fight to save
the planet

As worldwide concern for the
environment grows, and
some promising initiatives
take shape, TIME reports on
recent progress and outlines
a concrete agenda for action
by the U.S. Government,
companies and consumers.
» A look at the scientific
naysayers who dispute
forecasts of doom and

gloom.» A preview of Earth
Day 1990.
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SPORT: Geritol BOOKS: 'Tis the season to be reading
jOCkS find life on Publishers have made colorful, large-format

the senior tours new books a holiday tradition. This season,

Aging athletes know that
fans will pay to see them
doing what they once did
best. Now Florida has senior
baseball, where the crack

of the bat meets the creak of
the bone.

twelve entries in the annual sweepstakes
offer special virtues or charms.
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discomfort in three words of caution
ambitious films from Richard Nixon

Sharp lessons for a Georgia
matron and her black
chauffeur in Driving Miss
Daisy; Civil War blacks in
Glory; and Louisiana’s Earl
Long in Blaze.

Gorbachev is an
international superstar and a
master politician, but before
the U.S. comes to his aid it
should carefully examine his
motives and allegiances.

91 94
7 Letters 78 Theater 84 Technology Cover:
10 Interview 78 Milestones [lustration by
77 People 83 Health Mark Fredrickson




AFTER THE SUMMIT
An Exclusive Interview With Bush

All Apout
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What Doctors Know m How Families Cope




Alzheimer’s victim Ina Connolly, son Frank, wife Mary Ellen at home in Boston

M All About Alzheimer’s: A Medical Mystery

The degenerative brain disorder known as Alzheimer’s disease is still a medical
conundrum. Researchers have a gallery of suspects, from genetic links to

environmental toxins. But only one thing has recently become clear: the fourth
leading cause of death for adults will take a staggering toll on the nation’s health-
care system and on “the hidden victims,” the families of sufferers. Society: Page 54

M Out of Gontrol

Change in Eastern Europe was nearly out
of control. In East Germany, a power vacu-
um provided new impetus for reunifica-
tion. Czechoslovakiawas on the verge of a
mostly noncommunist leadership—with
a playwright as its guiding spirit. And Lith-
uanian nationalists served warning that
runaway change may not stop at the Sovi-
et border. International: Page 32

East Germans denounce communist leaders

M The Nineties

An anniversary is the first chance journal-
ists get to polish their rough drafts of his-
tory. Of course, everyone—and every-
thing—will turn something sometime in the
1990s. Start marking your calendars, or
simply clip and save this piece: the only
anniversary guide you’ll need until the
year 2000. Lifestyle: Page 78

Get ready: The works from Presley to Freud
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