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TIME

THE WEEKLY NEWSMAGAZINE

COVER: Hunted by an 28
angry faith, novelist Salman
Rushdie is at the epicenter of

a storm between East and West
With Khomeini’s death sentence hanging

over his head, Rushdie issues an apology but
remains reviled by millions of Muslims. It is an
extraordinary controversy, stretching from the
dusty streets of the Middle East to the bookstores
of America. » What Muslims find blasphemous
in The Satanic Verses. » Salman Rushdie, born
in Bombay, educated at Cambridge, is now a man
on the run.
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NATION: A torrent of refugees from 14
Central America pours across the Rio
Grande, creating an immigration crisis

With U.S. policy in disarray, Texas becomes a giant way station

for the latest wave of arrivals. » The trial of Oliver North is finally
about to begin. » Secretary of State James Baker discovers that
striped pants go on one leg at a time. » California’s “Governor
Moonbeam” is back in politics. » New TIME polls: Bush is up,
Tower is down, and the urge to control assault rifles is rising.
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BUSINESS: Despite daunting odds, 50
plucky first-time buyers are unlocking
the front door to home ownership

The fundamental desire of Americans to own their own property
has inspired some creative ways to reclaim the dream even as
prices and interest rates continue to climb. While young first-
timers must often settle for less than their parents had, most are
delighted to be able to afford a home. » Cleaning up the auto-
insurance mess calls for a new system: coverage by the tankful.
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In covering tragedies,

do journalists go too

far? News professionals

and critics gather to discuss
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To mark the event, the
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and a half in which men and
women looking through a
lens remade the world in
their own images.
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JAPAN ENTERS A NEW ERA
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Tokyo Rising

As leaders of the world con-
verge on Tokyo to pay tribute
this week to the late Emperor
Hirohito, they will find a Japan
that some think is already
“halfway to hegemony.” Does
this increasingly self-confident
economic Goliath have global
ambitions? Or are there lim-
its to the growth of Japanese
power? Special Report: Page 14

Achieving peace’: The fleet

Get Happy!

Feeling depressingly cheerful
of late? Blame it on Bobby
McFerrin, whose ubiquitous re-
cording of “Don’t Worry, Be
Happy” has the whole world
smiling. Not to mention cash-
ing in, thanks to an epidemic of
happy-time books and Smiley
Face clothes. But take heart: an
anti-ecstasy backlash may be
building. Lifestyle: Page 74

Niceness triumphs: Buttons up

9

Awork of the imagination—or the Devil? Rushdie, the ayatollah

Khomeini’s ‘Satanic’ Fury

Last week Ayatollah Ruhol-
lah Khomeini proved that, at
88, he still has the power to con-
vulse the Islamic world and
send shivers of fear and loath-
ing through the West. The ob-
ject of his wrath: Salman Rush-
die, author of “The Satanic
Verses.” Khomeini denounced

the novel as blasphemy, and
his followers put a price on
Rushdie’s head. The issue be-
came a litmus test of Islam-
ic morality—and in the West,
where some booksellers gave in
to pressure from demagogues,
it became a test of a differ-
ent kind. International: Page 34

As travelers hurry home, a homeless man gets ready for a long night

Nightmare on 42nd Street

The nation’s busiest bus stop
is a microcosm of society’s ills.
Locatedjustblocksfromsomeof
the country’s richest streets,
New York’s Port Authority Bus
Terminal is a place where

dressed-for-success suburban
commuters come face to face
with the homeless and the ad-
dicted, the drunks and the hus-
tlers, the jobless and the
desperate. National Affairs: Page 22
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