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Honorable D. Allan Bromley

Assistant to the President for P i ;|
Science and Technology FéAIL RO

Executive Office of the President '

Washington, DC 20506

(%

Dear Dr. Br ey:

I've reviewed your proposed objectives for a reconstituted
Aeronautical Policy Review Committee. The formulated questions
are good, but I do not believe a policy review is necessary at
this time. From a DoD Research and Engineering view,
aeronautical policy is under control.

Many of the questions you posed are largely economic in
nature and/or not at all unique to aeronautics (i.e.,
coordinating public and private investment in R&D, implications
of foreign investment, ensuring the defense industrial base,
vulnerability to supply disruptions). An aeronautical R&D policy
review at this time would be unlikely to result in better
guidance than is currently available for these questions.

Although there have been many changes since 1987, the
previous output of the Committee provides sufficient research
strategy guidance for the present.

Sincerely,

//'
Victof4§% Reis
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Washington, D.C.
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Office of the Administrator CI AN 17 P2 22 JAN | 4 1992
The Honorable D. Allan Bromley MATL:Jé'OOM

Assistant to the President for
science and Technology and

Director, Office of Science and
Technology Policy

Executive Office of the President

washington, DC 20506

Qs
Dear Dr. ey:

Thank you for your memorandum of December 10, 1991,
outlining the proposed objectives for a reconstituted
Aeronautical Policy Review Committee (APRC) in OSTP. I am very
supportive of this committee’s reconstitution, given the
critical issues facing the future of American aeronautics. In
particular, the U.S. aeronautical community is facing fierce
foreign competition, growing airport capacity constraints in
domestic and international transportation, and changes in
Federal spending that threaten critical elements of the U.S.
industrial base. These issues are international in scope and
require coordinated U.S. Government and government-industry
attention. Further, the APRC has had a proven track record both

in strategy development and 1n working effectively across a
broad cross-section of government and industry.

The proposed framework, objectives, and related questions
that you have outlined are most appropriate. They will provide
the basis for the formulation of coordinated U.S. action.

In summary, I am very supportive of the reconstitution of
the APRC. NASA stands ready to support you in this endeavor.
pPlease advise me of any assistance I might be able to provide to
your efforts in reconstituting the APRC.

Sincerely,

Richard H. Tru
Administrator

-
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May 26, 1992 , '

D. Allan Bromley, Ph.D.
Assistant to the President
for Science and Technology
Room 358 Old Executive Office Building
Washington DC 20506

Dear Dr. Bromley:

Aurora Flight Sciences Corporation, has pioneered in the development of remotely-piloted
aircraft designed specifically to support atmospheric science. In just two years the idea of
using unmanned aircraft to supplement or replace other airborne or orbiting instrument
platforms has won increasing acceptance within the science community. For example,
Aurora is determined, not just to bring down the equipment costs for airborne science, but
to offer Jeasing arrangements for both aircraft and ground services whenever leasing
works better for the scientist-user.

I have enclosed fact sheets which describe several Aurora aircraft, including the Perseus A
which we are building for NASA. This aircraft, designed to operate at very high altitudes
{50 km), uses a closed-cycle rotary engine which bums gasoline and liquid oxygen.
NASA's first production model will be test flown later this year. We are convinced that a
mix of unmanned aircraft can make an important contribution to atmospheric science by
increasing the effectiveness of airborne sampling, by bringing down costs and by
expanding the number of investigators directly involved.

We are concerned that the potential of this new tool -- especially when it is coupled with a
fresh, flexible approach to support logistics -- may not be widely appreciated or understood
at the highest policy levels. For that reason, I respectfully request an opportunity to brief
you or members of the staff of the Office of Science and Technology Policy at your
convenience. I can be reached at the number below.

Sincerely,

John S. Langford, Ph. D. o # N [ 8N
President

AURORA FLIGHT SCIENCES CORPORATION
10601 OBSERVATION ROAD-+ MANASSAS, VIRGINIA 22111 U.S.A.
" (703) 369-3633 /* FAX (703) 369-0961
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Dr. Allan Bromley

Science Advisor to the President .
The White House .‘J?Jaﬁfag;i
Washington, DC 20500 MAIL YUY

Dear Dr. Bromley,

Thank you for the reprint of your article Space Station Freedor - Embrace a
Hew Age of Exploration from the Hashington Post for 1991 October 7. This was
presumably sent as a reply to my letter of February 24 pointing out that
continuation of the Space Station program is having disasterous effects on
scientific research and education and will yield trivial benefits for the billions
of dollars being and to be spent on it.

You article was presumably written befare the Administration’'s submission of
a budget proposal for 1992-1993. The details comfirm fears that the Space Station
is taking money away from NASA's scientific projects and missions, and having
indirect effects on the NSF, NIH, and other agencies supporting science and
education.

You state that killing the Space Station would simply reallocate every dcllar
saved to "nonscience". There would be nothing wrong with that, considering the
country’s enormous social and economic needs. However, I believe that it should
be possible to reallocate money saved from the Space Station to other scientic and
educational programs, mainly within NASA. It should be your eohbligation to promote
this course of action by the Administration and Congress.

You refer to the Space Station as an investment in the future. However, it
does not share the attribute of wise investing, that there should be 2 worthwhile
return. To "take humans away from the home planet into an endless frontier" ig
hardly justified in the light of the enormous problems and needs on the home
planet. VYou yourself acknowledged that the Space Station has never been primarily
a science project, recognizing that the scientific yield will be unimportant. Any
technological returns would be matched or even exceeded by more extensive and
sophisticated unmanned space missions.

As the Science Advisor to the Fresident, your chief responsibility should be
to promote science, both in its creation (research) and dissemination (education).
Support for the Space Station has the opposite effect. 1 urge you to reconsider

your stance on this matter, if changed circumstances and logic have not already
caused you to change it.

Sincerely,

Trucwan ¥ Fbcon

Truman F. Kohman ) ’
Professor of Chemistry Emeritus
Senior Research Associate in Physics




