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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 6, 1989

Dear Leon:

Your letter of November 13 is, I am afraid, typical of those
I have been rece1v1ng from a number of sectlons of the
scientific community. I understand the problem fully and am
worklng with both NSF and DOE, as well as with OMB, to try
to improve the situation as much as possible w1th1n our
overall budget constraints.

You will understand that we are in the midst of budget
discussions preparing the Presidential budget for release on
January 8, so that I am unable to discuss any details. Let
me only say, that if all goes as presently planned, the
situation will be substantially better than you may expect.

With all best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Duan_

D. Allan Bromley
Assistant to the President
for
Science and Technology

Dr. Leon M. Lederman

The Enrico Fermi Institute
The University of Chicago
5640 Ellis Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60637



THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
CHICAGO - ILLINOIS 60637

THE ENRICO FERMI INSTITUTE
5640 ELLIS AVENUE

November 13, 1989

Dr. Alan Bromley

Science Advisory to the President
Office of Science & Technology Policy
Old Executive Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Alan:

Our government does many things and you are no doubt bedeviled by
many impacts of the Gramm-Rudman effect but I think you should know
how it hurts at the Fermi Laboratory. I had hoped to resume my research
activities at Fermilab after a decade as administrator. Because of the
budget cut, it is unlikely that my experiment will run before September of
1990 (the proposal is dated 1986!) and there is a good chance we may miss
that window and have to wait another full year. There are hundreds of
physicists and graduate students who are similarly impacted. Fermilab, at
enormous human effort and public funds, is the most powerful machine in
the world. [European PR notwithstanding] and to idle this facility is
irresponsible, when we know how many foolish things we as a nation do.
We are all aware that science and science education are keys to our future
as a society yet we stand by helplessly and frustrate so many eager young
scientists because, because .... Consider this an impassioned plea to install
some rationality in the procedures of government so that the good does not
suffer equally with the bad, the wise with the foolish, the productive with
the unproductive. If ever we need courage in high places. this is the time.

Sincerely,

Leon M. Lederman

elaf Knapp
Decker
Hess

O'Fallon

Q==4qgm
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 6, 1989

Dear Leon:

Your letter of November 13 1is, I am afraid, typical of those
I have been receiving from a number of sections of the
scientific community. I understand the problem fully and am
working with both NSF and DOE, as well as with OMB, to try
to improve the situation as much as possible within our
overall budget constraints.

You will understand that we are in the midst of budget
discussions preparing the Presidential budget for release on
January 8, so that I am unable to discuss any details. Let
me only say, that if all goes as presently planned, the
situation will be substantially better than you may expect.

With all best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Duan_

D. Allan Bromley
Assistant to the President
for
Science and Technology

Dr. Leon M. Lederman

The Enrico Fermi Institute
The University of Chicago
5640 Ellis Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60637



THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

CHICAGO « ILLINOIS 60637
THE ENRICO FERMI INSTITUTE
5640 ELLIS AVENUE

November 13, 1989

Dr. Alan Bromley

Science Advisory to the President
Office of Science & Technology Policy
Old Executive Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Alan:

Our government does many things and you are no doubt bedeviled by
many impacts of the Gramm-Rudman effect but I think you should know
how it hurts at the Fermi Laboratory. I had hoped to resume my research
activities at Fermilab after a decade as administrator. Because of the
budget cut, it is unlikely that my experiment will run before September of
1990 (the proposal is dated 1986!) and there is a good chance we may miss
that window and have to wait another full year. There are hundreds of
physicists and graduate students who are similarly impacted. Fermilab, at
enormous human effort and public funds, is the most powerful machine in
the world. [European PR notwithstanding] and to idle this facility is
irresponsible, when we know how many foolish things we as a nation do.
We are all aware that science and science education are keys to our future
as a society yet we stand by helplessly and frustrate so many eager young
scientists because, because .... Consider this an impassioned plea to install
some rationality in the procedures of government so that the good does not
suffer equally with the bad, the wise with the foolish, the productive with
the unproductive. If ever we need courage in high places. this is the time.

Sincerely;

Leon M. Lederman

ce: Knapp
Decker
Hess

. O'Fallon
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